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Mr GOKHALE'S RETURN

)
~

ENTHUSIASTIC RECEPTION

ety o e e (S —
SHERIFF S MEETING IN BOMBAY

The Hon Mr G K Gokhale whbo returned to Bombay
from South Africa on Friday (Dec 13) bad a gratifying
reception on Syturday (Dec 14) afternoon when he addres<ed
a public meeting i the Bombay Town Hall convened by
the Shenff of Bombay and explained what be had done and
the conclusions he had arrived at  Lon, before the time fixed
for the m etin_ the hall was picked and there were scores
who could not gamn admssion 1here were Indians of all
nationalities, 2 large number of ladies and a good sprinkl-
g of Europeans, many prominent citizens supporting Sic
Jamsety Jeejeebhoy on the platform

Among tHogé present at the meeting were the Sheri
{Mr Nagdttam Blorarp Gohuldas ), Sir J amset) Jeejeebhoy,
Sir Hﬂnry‘Proctor, the Hon Mr C H Armstrong the
Rev Dr Mackichan, Dr Stanley Reed, Sir Cowas)t Jehans
gir Readymoney, Sir Shapurp B Broacha, Mr Ratan J
Tata, the Hon Sir Vithaldas D Thackersey, the Hon Sir
Ibralum Raebimtulla, Sir Bhalchandra Krishna, ke Hon
Mr Jalubhar Samaldas, the Hon Mr Manmobandas Ramy
Mr Jamsetp A Wadia, Mr Hormasp A Wadya, bir N N
Wadia, Mr ¢ N Wadia, Professor N G Veluikar, Mr K
Natrajan, Mr Chunilal V. Metha the Hon Mr Fazalbhoy
M Chmoy, Mr Jebangir B Petit, Mr Hap Yusuf Han
Ismsail, 3r Hormusjt J Bhabla, Mr Salebhoy Barqga
walla, Dr Dinshaw Master and many others
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Mr Dadabha: Naoroji wrote ‘I am sorry I shall not be
able to attend the meeting to morrow Mr Gokhales an
earnest worker for the good of India and he well de erve our

acknowledgment

Mr Mudholkar from Amraoti wired as follows — 1
cordially join citizens of Bombay in welcoming the Hon Mr
Gokhale on his return arom South Africa, and 1in thanking him
for greatand valuable services rendered to the coun'ry in
nndertakihg at great trouble the investigation of the Indian
question 1n South Africa and for endeavouring to brihg about a
better understanding between Indians and Colom ts”

Other letters regretting imibility to be present and
sympathising with the movement were received from Sir
Currimbhoy Lbrabim and the Hon WMr Fasulbhoy Currim-
bhoy

Sir Jam ety Jeejeebhoy, who *was voted to the chair on
the motion of Sir Cowasyi Jehangir seconded by the Hon
Mr Mapmohandas Ramjy: brnefly openel the meceting He
aid —Gentlomen, I have muech pleasure 1n offerine a cordial
wel ome on your behalf to our distingmished countryman the
Hon Mr Go hale, who has returned to our shores after a long
sbsence of ev ral months X propose to be very brief, for 1t
1s not long since I had the privilege of spealung abou Mr
Gokhale and us work, and 1t was only the other day thatin
this very ball I dwelt at some length upon the South African
question his views upon which we have gathered here to lenrn
I bhave not therefore much to say this eveming but I think
I should be fatng :n my duty 1f I did not draw
particular attention to the fact that our friends wisit to
the Transvaal has been accomplished at much per onal
sacrifice He has not been 1n the best of health lately and he
had gone to enjoy a well earned holiday But the call of duty
found him as roady as ever and he went to study at close
quarters & question, whichi1s boand up with our national
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honour, and which raises 1ssues far more momentous than can
be measnred by the number of people whom i1t 1mmediately
affects What he has accomphshed, we shall short'y know The
problem 1s complex and thorny and, as you are aware 1n the
peculiar circumstances of our labours too often bear no frwit in
the 1mmediate present, but merely clear the ground for the
generations yet to com Let us not therefore, set our hopes too
high and expect the immediate solution of a question which has
baffled the wits of statesmen 1n more than one hemisplare TLiet
us rather offer our distinguisked conntryman a cordin® welcome
home and our hearty thacks for the work he has done With
the thoroughness which has characterised all lus public activities
he has soen and studied on the spot a problem, which demands
the highest efforts of state manship, 1f a solutionis to be
arrved at, which while not ignoring the nece sities of the
situation shall be 1n consonance with our national honour and
1n accordance with our just demands
[ ]

MR GOKHALE S SPEECH

Mr Chairman Ladies and Gentlemen,

I canuoof tell you how glad I am to be back again in India
and my joy 1 further intensified by the kind and cordial greet-
ings which this great gathering has extended to me and by the
generous terms in which you, Sir, have spoken of my work 1n
Bouth Africa Your warm welcome, jotned to the undoubted
satisfaction with which our countrymen in South Africa have
regarded the visit, 1s to me ample reward for such strain as the
work 1mposed on me while 1t lasted You probably know what
I have publicly stated more than once, that my wisit was
underiaken 1n response to an earnestinvitation repeatedly
pressed on me by our great countryman there Mr Gandh:
When I first made up my mind, however to pay the visit, my
1dea was to go about the country as quietly 8 possible, to visit
sll 1mportant Indian centres to collect such facts as I could
concerming the treatment to which onr countrymen were sub-
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jected there and on my return to India to lay those facts before
the Government and the people of this country 1n the hope of
stmulating thereby greater exertions on this side 1n support ef
the Indian cause 1n South Africa And 1t was not till I actual.
ly landed at Oape Townand saw the elaborate programme which
had been drawn up for msa that I realised what work was
expected of me by my countrymen there Agan 1t was no
part of my firat plan to seek to approach the authorities 1n
South Afsiea directly with a statement of Indian grievances

That suggestion was first made to me by the authorities
London I think I am commtling no indiscretion when I state
that 1t was Lord Crewe and Mr Harcourt who st-ongly sug

gested to me the extreme desirability of my seeking an oppor

tunity to diseus the Indien que tion personally with the
Mimsters in South Africa My an wer to them at that time,
however, was of a tentative nature I said that I should be
glad to act on the suggestion, 1f I found 1t possible to do so
consistently with self respect If J was subjected to serious
indignities i South Africa, as I had fully apprehended I mught
be then I aid that I should not care to thrust myself on the
Mimsters When, however, I reached Cape Town and actually
zaw how anxious the Unien Government was to treat me with
every consideration and how arrangements had already been
made for my meeting not only my own countrymen at all
immportant centres, but also members of the Luropean commumn

ty at tbose centres, the only thing left to me was to enter whole

heartedly 1nto the spirt of the arrangements and ufilize to the
full the opportumties placed within my reach To have done
anything el e 1n these circumstances would have been to betray
the cause which I had gone there to serve and to show myself
unworthy of the confidence which my countrymen there had
chosen to repose 1n me

HOW THE TIME WAS SPENT

Mr Gokhale then described how s four weeks 1n South
Africa were spent in visiting important Indian centres, meet-
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mg not only thonsands of Indian res:dents 1n that country but
also & large number of Iuropeans, many of them men of note
addressing meetings sometimes composed exclusively of Indians,
sometimes of Luropeans, but more often mui< ed gautherings of
both Europeans and Indian and di cus ing the several phases
of the que tion in 1ntec-views and at conferences with leading
men of all shades of opinion and representing variouns interests
He was already fanly familiar with the Indian side of the
question and 1t did not take lnm long after his arrivadat Cape
Town to acquire & firm grasp of the facts of the cas®so far as
the Indians were concerned And the accoss that he was en
abled to have to the European community gave hm exceptional
opportuniileg to acquaint bimself with the feelings and opimons
of different sections of the Luropean commumty After ex
amining the whole question fiom every point of view, Mr
GoLhale met the Ministers, General Botha, General Smutts and
Mr Ilscher, on 14th November at Pietona 1n a long 1nterview
la ling for two hours, wheh they went over the whole ground
point by point and there wasa full and frank interchange of
view , the Ministers promising a careful consideration of the
casesubmitted to them and they on their side explaining what
they considered to be the spectal difficultiesof the pontion On
the following day Mr Gokhale had an opportumty of laying the
whole matter before the Governor General, H E Lord Glad
stone aud then he left South Africa, feeling satisfied 1 his own
mnd that he had done all that he was capable of and bringing
away with him the liveliest recollections of the wealth of affec
tion lavished on him by his countrymen there, of the extreme
kindness with which the Duropean community had treated him
and of the great consideration and courte y shown to lum by
the Union Government
A POSITION OF DIFFICULTY
Proceeding Mr Gokhale said — Bofore I attempt to

give you an 1dea of the state of things as I found 1t there, I
should hike to make one or two observations of a sothewhat per
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sonal character The first 13 about the extreme difficulty of my
posittion m South Africa Never before 1n all my hife, I assure
you, had I to walk on such difficult and delicate ground nor
did I ever feel so oppre sed with a sense of respon 1bility as
during my four weeks 1n South Afriea Lven the special
courtesy and consideration shown me by the Union Government
while 1t undoubtedly facihitated my work, added 1n a way to my
difficu ties for, while one section of the Furcpean community,
the extreme anti1 Indian ection, was resentful that such con
sideratiom should have been shown to me, those who represented
the better Luropean mund, though satisfied at heart that the
night thing had been done were nervous as to whether undue
advantage might not be taken of the position to put a forced
wnterpretation on what had been done On the Indian side, on
the other hand, the feeling 1n the matter was one of rather ex
cessive Jubilation In such eircumstances a single thoughtless
act or even an unguarded expression not only on my part but
on the part of any one of our countrymen there—and they were
meeting me dally in most enthusza tic demonstrations—might
have resulted in serious uanpleasantness and ewbarras ment all
round 1nflicting an 1injury on the cause difficult soon to remedy
Throughout my four weeks the dread of tlnus possibility never
left me for a moment and constantly weighed me down, and I
thank God here to day peaking 1n your mid t, a3 I did at Ere
toria on the occa 1on of my last speech 1n South Africa, that no
untoward 1imcident marred the smooth progress of my visib and
that even 1f no actual good results from my labows there, at
any rate I am happy to feel that I have done no harm

MR GANDHI

My second observation will be about my dear and illustrious
friend, Mr Gandlt  From the moment I landed at Cape Town
to the moment I left South Africa and even afterwards during
nearly the whole of my visit to Last Africa, Mr Gandhi wa with
me and we were together nearly every moment of our wak
ing hours He had taken upon himself the duties of my privato
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secretary, but he was in reality my guide, phtlosopher and
friend I do not wish to speak on this occasion of the devoted

love with which he surrounded me but I feel 1t to be my duty
to psy a brief, though altogether inadequate tribute fo the
great work he has done for Indian South Africa

Ladies and gentlemen, only those who have come in personal
contact with Mr Gandhi, as he 18 now, can realize the wonderful
personahity of the man He 13 without doubt made of the stuff of
which heroes and martyrs are made Nay, more He gas 1n him
the marvellous spiritual power to turn ordinary men around him
into heroes and martyrs During the recent passive resistance
struggle 1n the Transvaal-—would you believe 1t >—twenty seven
hundred sentences of imprisonment were borne by our country
men there under Mr Gandh: 8 gmdance to uphold the hononr
of their country Some of the men among them were very
substantial per ons, some were small traders, but the balk of
them were poor humble individual , hawkers, working men and
so forth men without education men not accustomed 1n thewr
Lfe to think or talk of their conntry And yet these men
braved the horrors of gaol life in the Transvaal and some of them
braved them again and agan rather than submit to degrading
legislation directed agatnst therr country Many homes were
broken 1n the course of that struggle, many famlies dispersed,
some men, at one time wealthy, lost their all and became
paupers, women and children endured untold hardships Bat
they were touched by Mr Gandhis spint and that wrought
the transformation, thus illustrating the great power which
the spirit of man can oxercise over human minds and even over
phbysical surroundings In all my hfe I have known only
two men who have affected me spiritually in the wanner that
Mr Gandhi does,—our great patriarch, Mr Dadabhai Naoron
and my late master Mr Ranade—mecen before whom not only

are we ashamed of doing anything anworthy, but in whose
presence our very minds are afrmd of thinking anything that
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18 unworthy The Indian cause in South Africa ha. really
been built up by Mr Gandhi Without <elf and withont
stain he has fought his great fight for this country dumnng a
period pow of twenty years and India owes an 1mmense debt
of gratitude to him He bas sacrificed himself utterly in the
servico of the cause He had a splendid practice at the bar
makiog &s much as five to s1x thousand pounds a year, which
19 considered to be a very good income fora lawyer in South
Africa Baut he has given all that up and he lives now on
£3 a mor h hke the poorest man 1n the street Ones most
striking fuct about him 15 that though he has waged thiS
great struggle so ceaselessly, is mind s absolutely free from
all bitterness against Duropeans And in my tour nothing
warmed my heart more than to see the umiver al esteem 1n
which the European commumty in South Africa held Mr
Gandh: At every gathering leacing Luropeans when they
came to hnow that Mr Gandhi was there, would immediately
gather round him anxious to shake hands with him, making
1t quite clear that though they fought him hard and tred to
erush him 1n the cour e of the struggle they horoured him as
aman To my mwmd Mr Gandlis leadership of the Indian
cause 1n South Africais the greatest as et of that cause and
1t was an inestimable privilege to me that he was with me
throughout my tonr to pilot me afely through wmy difficnl
ties 7

THE POSITION ANALYSED

Procesding to describe the posit on of the Indians 1n
South Africa, Mr Gokhale said that the Umon of South Africa
consisted of four provinces—OCape Colony, Natal, Transvaal
and Orangia—and 1n the whole Unton there wasa total Indian
population of about a hundred and fiffy thousand persons Of
that, roughly speaking, about a hundred and twenty thousand
were 1z Natal, about twenty thousand were in the Cape and
about ten thousand were 1n the Transvaal In Orangia thers
wore hardly any Indians, the total number not exceeding a
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hundred, as some years ago the Boer Government of that time
forcibly expelled from the republic all Indians except such as
were dome tic servants Four fifths of the ontire Indian
population 1n South Africa repre eated indenturad labourers
ex 1ndentured labourers and their descendants The rematning
were free porsons who had gone there at their own expense n
the wake of the indentured labsur rs  One p> uliarity of the
posttion which the moeeting had to realize was that there wa no
educated class among the Indian 1n South Africa similar to
the educated class of this country ithe men who followed what
wore called learnea or hiberal profes 1ons being so®few a to
be counted on omnes fingers The bulk of the people were
sither tradesmen or working mer and a few were domestic
servants The trader wers most of tham petty trader though
some were fairly sub tantial Speaking roughly there were
about two thou and trader and five to six thou and hawkers
1n each one of the three provinces mentioned Of the working
men & large proporfion were still serving their indenture

while the rest were ex 1ndentured labourers o1 their descendents
In the Cape Indians could acquire both the mumicipal and the
pohitical franchise  In Natal they had the mumecipal franchise
but not the political, and 1n the two Duteh provinces they were
rigorously excluded from both the municipal and the polhitical
franchize  The pre ent Immgration law was different for the
different provinces In Cape Colony and Natal Indians could
enter only by passing a test in a European language and the
average number of such immigrants for the last fow years was
between 40 and 20 for the two provinces togother—a surpnising

ly small number In theTransvaal and Orangia new Indians were
at pre ent prohibited altogether from emtering by law The
traders and hawkers license in Cape Colony and Natal had
to be renewed every year and the grant of new licenses lay 1n the
d scretion of local anthorities manned almost entirely by the
Eulopean trade nival of Indian traders In the Traunsvaal, on
the other hand, licenses had to be granted as a matter of course
for the mere tender of a licen o fee  But there were two laws
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«n force there known as the Gold Law and the Townships Act, the
combined effect of which was to make those hicences practically
worthless Wherever an area was declared to be a gold srea
under those laws, Indians conld only reside and trade 1n specias
locations, situated as a rule at some distance from the fowns
In cape Colony and Natal, Indians could own land and acquire
other immoveable property, which they conld no do in the
Transvaal and Orasngia In addifion to these the o were
several minor disabthties including many galling social ones
of greater or less severity 1n the different provinces Iinally
there was hardly any provision for the educafion of Indian
childron A few primary schools were to be found here and
thare, mostly mmmntained by mussionary bodies or by the
community 1itself Throughout South Africa thers wa mo
proviaion of any kind for the secondary higher or technical
education of Indian children
A HEART RENDING SITUATION

When the speaker arnved 1in South Afrnea and took a
broad survey of the Indian position a3 be found 1f, he con
fessed his lieart for a time ank within him The position
1n many ways wa3s traly pittable and heart-rending It was
well known that the lot of their conntrymern in the Trans
vaal hard as 1t was in the days of the Boer Rep.blic had
grown far harder since 1t became a British province But 1t
was not so well known that in Natal and even 1n the Cape the
aituation had been steadily getting worse since the Union the
harsh anti Indiaa Transvaal sp nt gradually infecting the whole
Union Mr Gokhale found on his arrival that almo t every
section of the Indian commumty throughout Seuth Airnea was
filled with a serious dread about 1ts future, a feeling of
msecurity, harrassment aund oppres 1on prevailling generally
such as was bound to demoralize any commumity A large
propoition of the Curopean population was evidently determined
to make thing so intolerable for the Indians there that they
nould of their own accord get out of the country
Not 1nlv were some of the laws wunder which they
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lived harsh and unjust, but even the admnistration of other
laws which 1n themselves were neither harsh nor upjust, was
30 oppressive as to drive the community well migh to de pair

Thus the Immigration Law in regard to old Tndian settlers 1n
the Cape and Natal was being so worked as to fill every one
with the fear that 1f he left the country temporarily on & visit tu
India or elsswhere, he might have difficulty in getting back

About the same time as Mr Gokhales arrival at Cape Towu,
a case oceurred there illusbrating what be was saying At
present an Indian settler in that province, wishifig to be
temporarily absent from the country, had to take out % permit
with hum, speeifying the period within which he should retarn

And an Indian trader, who had thus left with an years permut
on a visik to India) leaving hi business 1n charge of his wife
and children returned one day late, owing to lus steamer having
been held up four deys on the way by a storm If the steamer
had run according to schedule time he would have arrived at
Cape Town 3 days before the expiry of hus permit  And yet on
the techmeal ground that he had not returned within the speci

fied t1me, he was turned back, his ba 1ness ruined and his wife
and children put under the nece sity of leaving the country!
Similarly in Natal old seftlers were provided with domrcile
certificates, which were supposed to give them the right of going
out of the country and coming back whenever they liked, the
only proviston being that the 1mmigration officer should satisfy
himself about the genuineness of the certificates In exercise of
that power even holders of certificates, 1o or 16 yearaold, well

known per ons, were berng cross examined on their return to
Natal after a temporary absence as to minute details of where
they Lived, what they did when they first arrived and so forth

And the smallest diserepancy betwesn the answers unwanly
given by the men and the actusl recorded facts was deemed
sufficient to justify the rejection of the certificates, compelling
the holders to return to India, absolutely ruined men Now the
speaker would put 1t to his Duropean friends on the platform
how many of them, 1f they were suddenly asked all sort of
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gnestions as to when they first came into this country where
they hived, what they did and so on, would be able to answer
such questions without making any mistake Again,the question
of trading and hawking licenses was agitating the Indian mind
gravely throughout Cape Colony and Natal Both provinces
had now clearly entered on a policy of granting no new heenses
to Indians as far as po 1ble and of steadily extinguishing all
existing licenses as opportunities offered themselves As those
licensss were renewable every year, a feeling of the utmo t
uncertainty a to what would happen to his license when the
fame for a renewal came, filled the mind of every Indian {rader
Bustness men 1n Bombay would have no difficulty 1n under
standing how rainou mu t be the con equences of such a state of
things and how such counstant anxiety about the futu o must
paralyze and finally destroy all bu 1ne s enterprize among the
persons affected In the Transvaal the steady exten ion of the
gold area condemning Indian trader to trade and reside only 1n
locations was 1n 1tself a frghtful hardship

RELENTLESS OPPRESSION

Butsomelocal authorities were carrying the policy of relent
less oppression still fu ther by breaking up old locations 1f Indians
were found to be doing business succes fully 1n them and ordering
them to remove to fresh locations even more w advantageously
sitnated  The speaker had porsonally visited several locations
and he could only ay that the whole policy involved 1n them
deserved to be denounced 1n the strongest terms They wonld
thus see how gravely disturbed and ansious the mind of the In
dian trading community 12 South Africa was The labouring popu
lation, 1n addition to many di abihities laboured under & spectal
grievance of their own which cau od them untold suffering : e,
the £3 License Tax The speaker hadno he 1tation n saying that
a more cruel 1mpost 1t was 1mpo sible to conceive Under 1t all
ex imndentured Indians in Natal who completed therr indentures
after 1901, and their descendants were hable to pay aunnually
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£3 each, all males above the age of 16 and females above the
age of 13 being so hable And for non payment they were sent
to jail with hard Iabour Thut under any law a girl of 13 should
have to pay £3 a year to the State and should be Lable to be
gent to jail with hard labour for non piyment was a thing too
horrible to contemplate If they took an ordinary famuly of a
father a mother and two daughters of 13 and 15, with one or
two younger cldren, they would find that the family had
to pay £12 a year for the mere perrmssion to live 1n the colony
of Na*al-and that after the man and the woman had contnibuted
five years labour to the prospenty of the Colony under a system
of indenture  Now the average monthly wage of the man might
be talen at about 20 shillings and the woman with her two
daughters, after looking after the household might earn aboug
1o shillings a month among them-—a total income of about £2 a
month  Ouf of that sum £1 or full one half had to be given as
that miserable License Tax  After that there was rent to pay
and cost of food and clothing and all ordinary taxes common to
the general community Need anybody wonder thata prom
nent member of the Natal Leg: lature declared openly two years
ago that the 1mpost broke up families drove men into paths of
crime and women mnto lives of shame ? One of the most harrow
ing sights at which Mr Gokhale had to be present, was a meet-
mmg 1n Durban of those who wers liable to pay the £3 Tax
About 2000 persons were present As man arter man and woman
after woman came forward and narrated his or her suffering
due to the Tax, 1f was 1mpossible not to feel overwhelmed by
feelings of indignation pity and sorrow  One old woman of 60
was there who had been to jail 6 times for 1mability to pay the
tax and Mr Gokhale could not recall the caze even after that
1nterval without emotion As things stood, ualess a fauly
satisfactory settlement was soon srrived at, 16 would not take
many years for the Indian commumty of Bouth Africa to be
practically harrassed out of the country after urdergoing great
suffering and losses



14

POSITION ON EUROPEAN COMMUNITY

That was the position of the Indian community as he found
it He wanted next to describe to them briefly the position of
the European commumty It was necessay to understaud that
position clearly, to understand their interests their difficulties
their views and their sentiments and even their prejudices They
were a handful of people—only about a mullion and & quarter
1n all—in the md t of a vast indigenous population at a totally
different grade of civilisation  And the contact between the
two races had created grave problems—social, political
economtec and moral—which were already filing the Duropean
mind 10 that sub continert with uneasine s, mi giving and
even dread  And they found 1n the midst of thetr difficult and
comphecated situation 8 third element introduced, belonging to
another civilization and represemting other modes of hie
and thought It was true that the present number of Indians
mn South Africa was only ala and a half against 12} lacs of
Euoropeans Buat the Luropeans felt that there were 300 ml
Iions of poople i India and 1f Indians continued to come freely
into Sonth Afr ca, there wa nothing to prevent several millions
from going there and swamping the Curopean commumty and
practically making the country another India Lhe fear was
based on an ab olute m1 apprehension, butit was there deep
and strong and general, and no usefal purpose weuld be served
by shutfing one 3 eyes to 1t In addition to this there wa the
tremendous colour prejadice which existed 1n that land—a pre
dudi efelt even moraby the Duatch than bythe Lngli h—and there
was al o the dread of Indian competiion on the part of small
European trader , who felt that they could not hold their own
agamn & their Indian rivals in a fair field owing to the Indians
less expen 1ve scale of hiving The combined result of all these
three causes was the present har h and oppressive policy to
wards Indians—a policy plainly directed to maling the lot of
the Indians in that country so hard as practically to compel them
to leave the country or if vemain thev must, to remain there as
a servile, degraded and depressed community
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A GRAVE SITUATION
|
Such was the postion, grave, anxious and ertremely

difficult What was to be the way out of 1t ? So long as the
European mind in South Africa was dominated by he fear of
a serious 1pflux of Indians swamping the Luropeans, so long
there was no chance of securing, leave alone absolute equality,
even reasonably just and humane treatment for our country

men, such as would enable them to live 1n peace angd security
and stoadily advance to the position of a wortuy elognent in a
self goveininy community Even the best frmends of Indians
among the Durop ans 1n South Africa—and there was a small
section that could be thus deseribed--were convinced that
unless the fear of being swamped was removed from
the FEuropsan mnd, they were powerless to urge with
any effect the plea of ju ter and more humane treatment
for the Indiar  commumty Another section, g
much larger section, that ehad the sense of fairme s io feel
hearttly o bamed of the pre ent policy pur ued towards the
Indians would also then, but not till then, sympathise with
the struggle of the Indians against their present treatment The
Indian community of South Afriea 1itself also clearly felt ¢t h
necessity of removing that fear groundless more or less though
1t was, 10 view of the fact that the average nimber of free
unmigrants during the Iast few years had been only betweon 40
and 50-a figure however, which theordinary Luropean there did
not accept and could not be pursuaded to accept as corre t For
some tume pa t, therefore the policy of our countrymen in South
Africa under the leadership of Mr Gandli was wlile n

sisfing on maintaining 1ntact their theoretical nghts as equal
subjects of the Lmpire 1n the legislation of the country tostrive
for such a modification 1n practice of the present policy of 1n

justice and oppres sion as would enable the community to live
and prosper 1n peace and security and steadily advanece in
status and rmportance 1n that land And even the briefest
nisit that one could pay to South Africa would satfsfy ono that
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tha¢ was the only wise, sound, practical, and statesmanlike cour o
fof%:e Indians to adopt 1n existing circumstances It was 1n
accotdance with that conrse that 1n the compromise
which , was arrived at between Mr Gandhi and General
Smutts lagt year under which the Pasaive Resi tance
movement wa3 suspended the Union Government agreed not to
make any legslative differentiation against Indiansin the pro

posed new Immigration law Mr Gandhion his sice agreeing
that 1n pract ce the discretion ve ted in the executive adminis

tering the law, might be exerct ed by the adounistration as
1t thought reasonible subject to a mimimum number of Indians
being admitted every year to supply the ligher needs of the
commumty and replare 1ts wear and tear 1n certain directions

That minimum was 813 Indians for the Transvaal, whore under
the existing law no Inwmian whatever was admitted For the
whole Union the minimum now asked was forty which was the
pre ent number of free immigran*s annually on an average of
several years The essenee of the compromise was that by
romoving legislative in quality the theoretical nights of the
Indians as subjects of the Empire should be maintained, while
by agreeing o a limitation of new 1mmigrants to the present
avorage numbey, the fear of an indistriminate inflax which
haunted the European mund, should be removed Once that
was done tho Indians there could struggle far more effectively
than at present for ju ter more equal and more humane
treatment in other re pects Mr Gokhales own work 1n
South Africa had been done on those lines He did not ask
for an inch either more or less than what the Indian com

mumty there had been asking His one advantage was that
he was enabled to have access to the European community, a3
no other Indian had 1t before him and he was thus enabled to
address his appeal for justice and humamty to the very heart

ana conscience of the FKuropean community, speaking to 1ts
members face to face



17

OPEN DOOR POLICY

On his return to India the previous day, Mr Gokhale was
astonished to learn that the view was exprassed in some quarterg
that the hne taken by um 1n South Africa was wrong, that he
should have stood out there for the open door i practice and

nothing less and that the surrender of India s rights 1 the matter
alroady made by Mr Gandihi had been confirmed by him All he
would say in regard to that criticism was that those who passed 1t
did not show anv real grasp of the problem in South Africa The
supreme question for the Indian community there was not to urge
a policy of the open door for more Indians to come there but to
secure such an amelioration of the conditions under which they
lived that their lot might become moie bearable and they might
have opportunities of growing 1nto animportant nart of a self
govermng community And the only chance of their securing
that was 1f thbey approached the whole question 1n & practical
spint  Mr Gol hale could ce.art;mnly have stood out for the open
door 1n practice in South Africa He could have made brave
speeches on tLat subject and could have returned to his country
feeling that he had made brave speeches Dut the cauge of the
Indian comuumby 10 South Africa could not have been served
that way The Curopean community would have been made 1f
anything, more implacable 1n 1t determination to get rid of the
Ind:ians at all co ts and the eventual expulsion of Indians from
that sub continent would only have been hastened by such a

ourse As regards the charge brought against Mr Gandh, 1§
amounted to an utter travesty of the actual facts After all
bheir rights to equal treatmen 1n the Empire to day were large
ly theoretical But even to maintain them theoretically intact
Mr Gandh had four times to go to jail and had inspired hundreds
of his countrymen to do the same Those theoretical rghts
would no doubt steadily grow more and more 1nto rights enjoy
ed actually in practice but that was a matter of slow growth
and 1t depended 1n & large measure upon the improvement of
their, position 1n India 1tself
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PRESENT OUTLOOK

Inconcluding Mr Gokhale aid —Ladies and Gentlemen,
before I sit down, you may well ask me what 15 now the outlook
in)South Africa Woll the catalogue of our _rievances there
18 3o long that, as General Botha said to me 1n the course of our
mterview even the strongest Mimistry that could be conceived
iz South Africa to day would not be strong enough to remedy
those grievanc s all at once andif 1t attemptod any such thing,
1t would straightway be hurled from power The situation 13
such that though we must keep up the struggle ceaselessly, we
must not oivpect anything else than a slow though steady
ameloration of ourlot DButb I think in certain maftters relief
will be forthcomng almost immediately In the first place, I
fully expect that the provisional settlement arrnved at between
Mr Gandhi and General Smutts as regards the Passive Res1 tance
movement, which the Government found itself powerless to
carry through Parhament last sessiea will be successfully carned
through this year The actual working of the Inmgration law
also will, I expoct, soon become milder and more considerate
Then that outrageous 1mpost, the three pound hicense tax, will,
I fally expe &, go 1n the course of this year Infact I may men
tion that the Mimsters have authorised me to say that they will
do therr best to remove the grievance as early as po sible In the
matter of education al o the position will materially 1mprove
and the actusl admimstration of law ,such a the Gold Law and
Townships Act, will tend to become less and less burdensome In
one respect, however, I fear tne posttion will not soon change fol
the better and 1t 1s even posmible that 1t may grow worse
before 1t becomes better And that 18 1n regard to Trading
Licences Here, however our commumty 1s fighting for bare
justice  Andit has behind 1t in the matter the sympathy not
only of the Government of India and of the Imperial Govern
ment but also of the better mind of the European communjty 1n

South Africa And in the struggle, 1f only we 1n this country
do our duty properly our countrymen there will wir And this
brings me to my concluding observations Ladies and Gentle
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men I strongly feel many friends of our cause in Lngland anc
Bouth Africa also feel, that so far India has not done her dut
by her children across the seas, struggling to uphold her honour ,
amidst unparalleled difficulties One man among tus, 1t 19 true, |
hasset a greatand glorious example—my friend Mr Ratan Tata—
whose name, I assure you, 15 held in the deepest affecction and
gratitade by the Indian commumty in South Afrieca A
committee 1n Madras has also done some work and a commrttes
here has collected some funds but all this taken together,
amounts to but httle, considering the 1ssues 1nvolved® I hope,
however, that whatever may hava been onr remissuess 1n the
past, we shall do better 1n this respect mm the futare I hope we
shall all take 1n the futurs more mmtersst 1n what will go on 1n
Bouth Afriea follow the developments more carefully and
enable our countrymen thare to feel that we stand solid and
united belund them I nope too that wa shall colleet and send
much larger funds in aid of the cause there than we have
hitherto done Remember the commumty there s already
2xhausted financially and otherwise by 1ts long struggle Remem
ber alio that 1t requires assistance not only 1n waging this most
unoqual struggle but also for providing educational and other
facilities for the moral and matenal well being of 1ts cluldren
Remember finally that 1t 13 not merely the interest of the
Indian commumty 1 South Africa thatis involved in the

truggle but our whole future as a nation in this Empire 1s
mvolved 1n 1t In proportion azs we do our duty 1in
tais matter hall we have advanced more and more towards
a postion in this Impire worthy of the self-respect of
ervihized beings In proportion as we do this duty, shall we
have deserved well of our vountry, of our children and our
children’s children



OTHER SPEAKERS

—

MR ARMSTRONG S SY APATHY

On the conclu 10n of Mr Gokhales addres those present
were asked to adopt the following re olution —

That this public meeting of the citizens of Bombay accords
a hearty welcome to the Honble M1 G K Gokhale, ¢ 1 E,
on the return from his visit to South Afnca at the invitation
of our countrymen 1n that colony , 1t puts on record 1tz high
appreciation of the cordial reception given to him by the Gov
ernment and the people of all classes 1n the South African Union
and expre ses 1ts earnest hope that as the result of Mr Gokhale s
visit and of lis endeavours to bring about a better understand
1ng batween the Indians and the Colonists a completely satis
factory solution will be found at au early date of the problems
connected with the position of Indiaas in South Africa as sub

jocts of the British Crown and as citizens of the British
Lmpre

The Hon Mr C IT Armstrong, who proposed the resolu
tion, eaid —Gentlemen, this resolution seems to cover the whole
ground It accords as we most assuredly do, a very h arty
welcome to Mr Gokhale on his return from South Africa and
1t assures hum of our great appreciation of his efforts to bring
about a ottlement of difbcult que tions which have tronbled the
Imperial Government and the people of this country for several
years and for which at one time o satisfactory solution appeared
to be an almost impos ible matter If Mr Gokhales effoits
are likely to bring about a perman=nt settlement on a basas of
mutual regard and e teem he has done a great work for the
Empire for which he de erves our warme t and most appreciative
thanks W are also at the same time deeply sensible of, and
very gratoful for the very cordial reception accorded to Mr
Grokhale by the Union Government and by all classe of peopls
in Sounth Africa, and I feel sure that lasting benefits must result



21

from & visit which seems to have given pleasure and satisfactro
to all the parties engaged 1n this great controversy It 1s '_ \
easy matter to step anto an arena of heated feelings, but when I
heard some months ago that Mr Gokuale was leaving England
for South Africa, I felt 1n my own mind that his wisit wo1ld
almost certanly be a success, for Mr Gokhale possesses in &
very marl ed degree a persuasive power of elogquence which 1s
most convineing and hs shrewed commonsense enables L m
after a full enquiry to brush aside points of difference Which sre
not material and to bring 1nto prominence for a final gettlemert
only those matters which are of vital importance I do not wish
to enter into controversial matters, but 1t often seemed to me
with the somewhat limited 1nformation one was able to obfain
that 1o this South African controversy thetwo parties frequently
took up positions from which 1t would be very difficult to with
draw and from which 1n fact they were often unable to wita
draw  In such cases a fair minded man from outside 13 neces
8ary a3 a go between and 1if he takes a broad and commonsense
view of the situation he can often bring abouta settlement satis
factory to both parties If, as I gather, Mr Gokhale bas
achieved this, he has done a great work of which he deserves our
very warmest thanks and for whichI foel sure the Impernal
Governmen and the Govornment of India a3 well as all classes
of this couniry will be very grateful We cannot expectin a
controversy of this kind to get all we should hke, but if a per
manent settloment 13 now arnved at by mutual concessions 1t
will only show that both parties to that controversy are 1mbued
with a large amount of good feeling public spirit and common
Bense which has only required the eloquen o, persuasive powers
and personal contact of Mr Gokhale to confirm into, as I hope
1t may, a lasting and a permanent settlement Mr Gokhale has
besn absent from India for some time and in London many
other questions affecting his country have no doubt engaged

lus attention I am glad to see hum back again in good heslth,
eager, I haveno doubt, for the umportaet work whidh now lies
before him
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On your behalf therefore as well as for my elf I cordialiv
wud sincerely congratulate Mr Gokhale on the apparent success
~£ his endeavours to bring about, as the re oluhion so very
well states, a sasfactory solution of problems connected with
the position of Indiansin South Africa as subjects of the
Briti h Crown and as citizens of the British Erapire

SIR BHALCHANDRA KRISHNA

Sir Bhalchandra Krishna seconded the resolutior, dealing
very bneﬂy with one important aspect of this question which
showed that a substantial advanes had been made 1n the direc
tion of bringing about a satisfactory solution of the position of
Indians 1n South Africa by the work which Mr Gokhale was
enabled to do there by hus recent visit ¢ The European com
muu!y and the Union Government, ” he said, ¢ have shown a
kean dcsne on their part to effect such a solution consistent,
of our e, with the interests of both the parties To further
this object they first, recertved Mr Gokhale and his mission
with a marked degree of sympathy and candour and joined
enthu 1astically 1n the grand receptions which our brethren in
South Africa orgamized in Mr Gokhale’s honour, secondlys
they de 1red Mr Gokhale fo study the situstion om the spot by
gwing hum all the facilifies and by putting before him therr
representation of the case and ponting out the diffienltres
i the way of an amcable settloment , and thirdly they
assured Mr Gokhale of their anxious soheitude to do as much
as Justice and fair play would reqmre ‘Llus 13 a sufficrent
evidence of their keen desire te amend matters at an early
date and I think they are thus entitled to our thanks I hope
and trost that our right. as subjects and citicens of the British
Lmpire will be safeguarded and that a solution will soon be
arnved at so as to secure the peace and [prosperity of our
countrymen 1in that colony »

Mr H A Wadya supporting the resolutionin a vigorous
speech, sayd Mr Gokhale 8 speech should appeal not merely to
his Bombay aundience, but Indians throughout the country
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Speaking 1n praise of Mr Gokhales work, Mr Wadia &
there was no one from whom Indians woula more readily ta
advice than one who had served their interests so devoted
It was a great advantage to know from such an authonty «~
was the actual condition of Indians 1n South Africa, and he
hoped everyone would weigh very carcfully the advice he had
given them and would then make up his mund as to what should
be done .

"The resolution, after being further supported by™Mr Hup
Yusuf Sobani, was heartily carrred

Sir Vithaldas Thacker ey then proposed a vote of thank{
to the Sheriff of Dombay for convenng the meeting, observing
that of the five meetings which Mr Narottam Morarn Gokuldag*
had convened during his pertod of ofhice, none had been more
mportant than the present

Dr Stanley Reed, in seconding the proposttion, observed
that a vole of thanks at thgclose of a meeting was often regard
ed as a formality, but the term of office of their honoured fellow
citizen wa drawing to a conclusion, and they were all very
glad to take this opportunity of saying how much they estesmed
Inm and how proud they were to have him occupy this honour
able poaition

The Rev Dr Mackichan, tn moving a vote of thanks to the
Chairman observed thaf he had never seen assembled 1n the Town
Hall & greater meeting than the present He only wished that
tho e fellow countrymen of theirsin South Africa who had been

fighting the Indian cau e m that land had been present to
witness such a representative gathering, to hear the wise,
jtender, and moderate counsel of Mr Gokhale and to recognise
the true spint of comradeship and respeet for Government and
Empire which animated the address of their guest—he wished
they could have been present for he folt sure nothing wiuch
bad happened 1n the agitation of this question could have
exercised so great and convincing an influence on the minds of
those concerned in the settlement of 1%

. The re olution, which was seconded by Mre Johangir B
Petit, was cordially adopted and the meeting terminated



