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SOIL, VEGETATION, AND WATER FLOW 

In the course of some 30 years, the Department of Agriculture and 
other agencies have conducted studies and investigations of the effects 
of various types of land use treatment on run-off and water-flow 
retardation and soil"erosion prevention. Most of the early work WitS 

restricted to forested lands. In 1929, when soil-erosion experiment 
'stations were.established in the several types of fanning regions, the 
scope of the Department's investigations was widened to include 
studies on agricultural land. 

These studies have gradually led to an understanding of some of 
the basic relationships between land use and run-off, debris deposi­
tion, the shoaling of stream channels, siltin11: of reservoirs, storm 
flows, and other phenomena thut have followed lop:~ing, cultivating, 
burning, and grazing. They have revealed sometnmg of the nature 
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