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CHAPTER I-SCOTTISH AGRICULTURE IN 1949 

The general public will remember 1949 as a year when they enjoyed a 
summer of a kind that is rare in these all too often wet, cold and mist-wreathed 
islands. But what was welcome to the general public was not so entirely 
satisfactory to the farmers. It is true that the long spells of fine weather ensured 
record hay crops and an early, easy harvest ; but the shortage of rain meant 
poor root crops and pastures that were quite burnt up in some parts of the 
countr;y. 

Apart from the weather, 1949 was not a year of unprecedented events in 
the agricultural world. Rather was it a year of steady development along lines 
of policy which will enable a stable and prosperous agricultural industry to 
play its part in the national recovery. The development of this policy was 
discussed in the report of the Department for the ten years 1939-48,' and this 
report seeks to carry the story on through 1949. It is not its function 
to tell the story of Scottish agriculture, hut in this first chapter it covers 
some of the main features of the farming year. As a whole, however, it 
is concerned essentially with the multitude of statutory and other duties carried 
out by the Department during the year. 

The Government's agricultural expansion programme, launched in August, 
1947, called for an increase of 20 per cent. in the net output of British agriculture 
by 1951/52. By 1948/49, Scottish farmers had increased their output over the 
datum 1946/47 figure by eight per cent. A measure of this achievement is 
shown in Table I, which compares present indices of farm output with pre-war 
output and with the peak figures obtained during the war. For purposes of 
comparison, the output is valued at constant (1945/46) figures. • 

TABLE 1.-5cornsH AGRICULTURAL OUTPUT 

I 
Pre~ war 1943/44 1946/47 1947/48 1948/49 

(provisional) 

Gross output .. 100 112 99 102 109 

Net output .. 100 I 144 127 129 137 

Details of crop acreages and yields and of livestock numbers in 1949 are 
given later in the report. • Tables 2 and 3 give in graphical form the acreages 
of the principal farm crops and the numbers of livestock yearly since 1939. 
As will be seen from these gra~hs, _Scotland's contribution to the expansion 
progra~me has. been greates~ m livestock products. Compared with the 
overall mcrease m output of eight per cent. the output of milk has increased 

~by 12 per cent., and of eggs bydper cent., while the rapidly expanding herds 
and flocks of beef ~attle, shee~ ~nd pigs sugge~t that before long these same 
her~s ,and flocks w_lil be p~o~Idtng a . substa~tially larger proportion of the 
nation. s meat supphe~. This. mcrease m the hv~stock population in a period 
when It was not posstble to 1m port all the feeding-stuffs, particularly protein 

1 Cmd. 7717. H.M.S.O. Price 2/6 net. 
tAn ClliPla.nat~on ~f the calculation o~ outpu~ figUres and of the melllling of the terihs "gross output" and 

" net output " IS Gtvcn rn the farm economacs scctton of Chapter XVJ. 
a Chapter IV. 
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feeding-stuffs, which we require has been achieved largely by a rise in the 
general standard of self-sufficiency in feeding-stuffs, mainly as a result of 
improved grassland management and grass conservation. 

During 1949, farmers were permitted to retain for stock feeding, in addition 
to fodder crops, as much as they wished of their oats and barley and 25 per cent. 
of their wheat. Relatively plentiful supplies of imported cereals were also 
available and it was possible to increase many cereal ration allowances.• 
Protein supplies were still less than might be desired. A continued expansion 
of livestock-and, indeed, the maintenance of the present high figures-must 
depend on the extent to which British farmers can continue to provide animal 
feeding-stuffs from. their own land. In view of this necessity, it is unfortunate 
that crop acreages have tended to fall. Against this reduction there can, of 
course, be set to some extent increases in technical efficiency. With the constant 
help of the advisory services and the support of the new Agricultural Advisory 
Committees there is every reason to look forward to a steady increase in 
technical efficiency in the future.' 

The appointment of Agricultural Advisory Committees will represent the 
completion of the present phase of agricultural policy in Scotland as framed in 
the Agriculture (Scotland) Act of 1948 and partly implemented in November of 
that year with the appointment of the Agricultural Executive Committees. After 
just over a year's experience of the working of the executive committees, there 
may be many who would welcome a statement of their place in the scheme of 
things. The next chapter in this report is devoted to an explanation of their 
development and composition and of the functions assigned to them. 

With the creation of a permanent system of executive committees, the 
regional organisation of the Department has been extended and strengthened.' 

The policy of bringing economic stability to the agricultural industry 
contained in Part I of the Agriculture Act of 1947 was continued during 1949 
and annual and special price reviews were held. • The prices of " guaranteed " 
products were increased as a result of these reviews. The demand for young 
dairy stock continued, if at slightly lower prices on the average, but prices of 
other store stock were above the 1948 levels. Record prices were obtained 
both at the annual bull sales in February and at the ram sales in the autumn. 
The appendices give particulars of exports of livestock from Scotland overseas 
which are of intense interest and importance.• Considerable movement of 
stock takes place annually within the British Isles and in 1949 43,000 head of 
cattle and 398,000 sheep went from Scotland to England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland. To the same destinations went some 50,000 tons of Scottish seed oats 
and 340,000 tons of Scottish seed potatoes. 

The 1949 clip of wool was again requisitioned by the Agricultural Depart­
ments pending the preparation of a marketing scheme,• and farmers' prices 
were higher than in 1948. Agricultural producers have shown increasing interest 
in collective marketing, and proposals for three new marketing schemes were 
under consideration at the end of the year. It is understood that others are in 
various stages of preparation prior to their submission to the Ministers. 

The various schemes for the improvement of land, crops and livestock' 
were continued during the year and in many cases arrangements were put in 
hand to raise still further the high standards for which Scottish producers have 
been famous for many years. Pest control duties were also continued.• 

In general, Scottish agriculture was not unduly troubl~d i~ 1949 by pla~t 
pests and diseases, though all the well-known ones ~ere sttll With us. Ce~n 
skin diseases caused an unusual number of blanks m potato crops but bhght 
was less prevalent than usual. R~an was _fairly common in turnips a~d vir1;1s 
yellows was severe in sugar beet m certam areas. Smut occurred Widely m 

I Chapter XIII. 
6 Appendix 8, Tables I and 2. 

: Chapter XI. 
t Chapt~~r IV. 
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s Chapter XVI. 
7 Chapters VII, VIII, IX and X. 

"' Chapter JIJ. 
a Chapter XIV. 



some of the newer varieties of barley, and halo blight in oats, hitherto largely 
unknown, was reported in some districts. 

The excellent weather conditions under which the harvest was gathered 
made labour problems less pressing than usual, but it was still necessary to 
provide additional hands, including school children. Farm workers obtained a 
further improvement in their conditions of employment during the year.• 
The marked expansion in farm mechanisation during recent years showed no 
signs of diminishing, and improved supplies of machinery and implements 
were available.' 

Agricultural legislation during the year was, in the main, limited to con­
solidation and amendment of previous statutes. The law governing the 
relationship between landlords and tenants and that relating to the wages and 
conditions of farm workers was consolidated in two new Acts. • Acts were 
also put on the Statute Book dealing with agricultural marketing, pests, milk, 
the slaughter of animals and the docking and nicking of horses.' A further 
Act covered a variety of subjects including calf subsidies, grass drying, artificial 
insemination and agricultural training.• Not confined to agriculture, but 
nevertheless of interest to farmers, were Acts dealing with housing, water and 
coast protection.• A list of the principal Acts and Orders of 1949 which 
affected Scottish agriculture is given in Appendix 1. 

In retrospect, 1949 is seen as a year of adjustment rather than of innovations. 
Scottish agriculture was settling down to the heaviest peace-time task it has 
ever had to face, stimulated and safeguarded by the provisions of the two major 
Acts passed in 1947 and 1948. There is still much to be done, but there can 
be no doubt of a steady development in the productivity and efficiency of 
Scottish farming if the present spirit of helpful co-operation continues to prevail 
among all concerned. 

CHAPTER ll-THE AGRICULTURAL 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES 

DEVELOPMENT OF COMMITTEES 
The eleven Agricultural Executive Committees in Scotland were appointed 

on 1st November, 1948, under the Agriculture (Scotland) Act, 1948. 
The achievements of the. forty war-time Committees set up in September, 

1939, under Defence RegulatiOns suggested that local committees of agricultural 
experts, ~amiliar with .the conditions in their areas and respected and trusted by 
th.e far~mg co~mumty, could usefully take a permanent part in guiding and 
st1mulatmg th~ mdustry .. It was therefore decided, as part of the Government's 
long-term policy for agriCulture, to retain Agricultural Executive Committees 
as part of the administrative machinery. The war-time organisation in Scotland 
required some adaptation, however, to meet post-war needs. Many of the 
officers of the Committees were business men or members of the staff of an 
agricultural college whose service~ could no l<~nger be called upon for committee 
work. Moreover, some change 1n the functions of Committees in peace-time 
was also to be expected. After careful consideration it was decided to group 

! Chapter .XII. . s Chapter XV. 
The Agn~ultural Holdm~ (Scotland) Act, 1949, and the Agricultural Wages (Scotland) Act 1949 

. • Th~ Agncultural Marketms Act, 1949, the Prevention of Damage by Pests Act 1949 th~ Milk (SpeciBI 
~~.·~'4~~ns) Act, 1949, the Slaughter of AnimaJs (Sc:otland) Act, 1949, and the DockiOs und' Nicking of Horses 

I The AJUiculture (Miu:cllancous Provisions) Act 1949 
1 

The Housing: (Scotland) Act, 1949, the Water (Scoua"nd) Act, 1949, and the Coa!;t Protection Act, 1949, 
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the counties into eleven new geographiC~~! areas, broadly according to types of 
farming, and to appoint smaller Committees, each consisting of twelve members, 
to be known as Area Agricultural Executive Committees. This title distin­
guished them from the war-time Committees which they were to succeed. 

The new Committees were set up early in 1947 and gradually took over from 
the war-time Committees various emergency powers that were still then being 
exercised-mainly for the purpose of maintaining food production.• Their 
main task, however, at this time was to make preliminary surveys of their areas 
and draw up their plans for exercising the responsibilities to be delegated to 
them under the Agriculture (Scotland) Act, 1948. While the new Committees 
were " running themselves in," the war-time Committees remained in office 
until after the harvest of 194Tthus completing eight years of service. They were 
disbanded in November, 1947, and the eleven new Committees then became 
known, simply, as Agricultural Executive Committees. 

After the Agriculture (Scotland) Act, 1948, was passed, the Committees were 
formally appointed, without change in membership or area, to be the Agri­
cultural Executive Committees for which the Act provides, and statutory 
powers were delegated to them.' The change over from the old Committees 
to the new took place smoothly and abrupt changes in administration were 
largely avoided. Many members of the statutory Agricultural Executive 
Committees were original members of the Committees set up in 1939, bringing 
a wealth of experience to the new tasks. Apart from this the Committees had 
been able from the start to acquire increasing familiarity with those aspects of 
their work which were to demand the greater part of their time and attention 
after November, 1948. 

FUNCTIONS 
The functions of the eleven Committees, now established under Statute as 

an essential link between the agricultural community of landowners, farmers 
and workers, and the State, fall into four broad groups. 

Securing efficie~~cy.-Post-war legislation reflected the need for a stable 
and efficient farming industry. Arrangements for giving economic stability to 
the industry by fixing prices for the main agricultural products and providing 
assured markets were given legislative effect in the Agriculture Act, 1947. 
Powers designed to secure greater agricultural efficiency in Scotland were con­
ferred on the Secretary of State by the Agriculture (Scotland) Act, I 948, the 
majority being subsequently delegated to Committees. They include power to 
serve a warning notice on the owner or occupier of an agricultural unit who is 
not maintaining a satisfactory standard of management or husbandry, and 
thereafter to give directions to secure an improved standard. Such directions 
may be concerned with cropping, stocking, cultivations, and other farming 
operations, and with the provision and improvement of fixed equipment in the 
case of estate management. Where directions are not carried out Committees 
may undertake the work required and recover the cost from the defaulter. In 
addition, failure to comply with directions may involve prosecution. Committees 
are required to review warning notices at intervals of not more than 12 months. 
They may withdraw notices, if there has been sufficient improvement, or they 
may continue them in force. Where Committees are satisfied that the required 
improvement has not been shown, they may recommend to the Secretary of 
State that the owner or occupier concerned should be dispossessed. 

From Ist November, 1948 to 31st December, 1949, Committees served 52 
warning notices, of which 40 were in respect of bad husbandry and I 2 in respect 
of bad estate management. No proposals for dispossession were made during 
this period. 

1 The Cultivation or Lands (Scotland) Ordel'!'l. 1947, 
:The Agriculture (ScoUand) Rca:ulations, 1948. 
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' :~The Committees' functions in regard to the control of game and agricultural 
pests are derived from powers delegated by the Secretary of Sta~e under Defence 
Regulation 63 and from Orders made under Defence RegulatiOn 63A. Under 
these powers Committees can, by Order, require the destruction of har~s, 
rabbits, or any specified vermin, pest, or bird. So far as deer, hares or rabb1ts 
are concerned they can approve their destruction by persons acting under 
authority from occupiers. Generally speaking compulsory powers have not 
had to be used as the work has usually been carried out by the persons 
concerned at the suggestion of Committees. Part Ill of the Agriculture 
(Scotland) Act, 1948, dealing with the control of injurious animals, birds 
and weeds is expected to be brought into force early in 1950. The 
Secretary of State's powers under the Act, which will be delegated to the 
Committees, will supersede the powers they have at present under the Defence 
Regulations. 

Adjudicating on matters arising under the Agricultural Holdings (Scotland) 
Acts.-Part I of the Agriculture (Scotland) Act, 1948, made some important 
amendments in the basic code governing the relationship between landlords 
and tenants of agricultural holdings in Scotland' and added some new pro­
visions designed to facilitate the promotion of efficiency. The principal aim 
underlying one of the most far-reaching provisions was to ensure that the 
efficient tenant farmer should have security of tenure. Of the many functions 
conferred on the Secretary of State by Part I of the Agriculture (Scotland) 
Act and delegated to Committees' one of the most important is that of giving, 
or withholding, consent to the operation of notices to quit. Between 1st 
November, 1948 and 31st December, 1949, Committees gave consent in 18 cases 
and withheld consent in 27. If either the landlord or the tenant is dissatisfied 
with the Committee's decision, he is entitled to appeal to the Land Court. 
When the appeal is made the Committee take no further part and the case is 
argued anew by the parties before the Land Court. 

Applications by landlords for certificates that tenants are not farming 
according to the rules of good husbandry are considered by Committees. After 
giving the landlord and the tenant an opportunity to make representations, 
the Committee inform both that they propose to grant, or to refuse, the certifi­
cate. Alternatively, if they consider that the tenant is likely to bring his farming 
up to standard during a probationary period, they may serve a warning notice 
on him. In the period 1st November, 1948 to 31st December, 1949, Committees 
proposed to grant certificates of bad husbandry in five cases, and to refuse 

. certificates in eight ; they adopted the alternative procedure of serving a warning 
notice in five cases. The tenant or the landlord, as the case may be, has the right 
to require that the Committee's proposal to grant or refuse the certificate of 
bad husbandry be referred to the Land Court. If this happens the Committee 
refer their proposal to the Land Court, where the case is argued afresh by the 
parties. The Committee are not called upon to take part. The Committee are 
bound to act in accordance with the findings of the Land Court. Reference to 
the Land Court has been required in three cases. In one case the Land Court 
reversed the Committee's proposal to grant a certificate ; in the other two they 
had not reported by the end of the year. 

. Wher~ a certi~cate <_>f bad husbandry has been g~:anted and the landlord 
g1ves notice to qmt to h1s tenant, the Committee have power to serve directions 
on the tenant to prevent further deterioration of the holding. If the tenant 
does not comply, they can terminate the tenancy, by order earlier than the term 
specified in the notice to quit. ' 

~he letting of. agricn!tural land for .less than an annual tenancy is now 
restflcted by law, m the mterests of efficiency, but Committees have power to 

! Now co~olidated in lhe Agricultural Holdinas (Scotland) Act. 1949, 
.. The Aa;nculture (Scozland) Reaulntions, 1948. 
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approve short term lets. Between 1st November, 1948 and 31st December 
1949, they gave approval in 29 such cases. ' 

By the end of 1949, Committees had not been called on to exercise, to any 
great extent, their other statutory functions which come into the second group. 
Mention should, however, be made of their power to vary the terms of a lease 
where they are satisfied that the tenant should be allowed to plough up perma­
nent pasture to secure the full and efficient farming of the holding. In such 
cases Committees are further entitled to adjust compensation for pasture at 
outgo. They can also act on applications by tenants for approval to carry out 
long term improvements for which notice to the landlord is required bi statute. 
The landlord has the right to object to a proposal by his tenant to carry out 
such an improvement, but if he objects, the Committee can decide, on applica­
tion, whether the improvement should be carried out, and upon what terms. 

The importance of the duties outlined above has not been underrated by 
Committee members, who have spared neither time nor effort in their respons­
ible work. The various steps taken before final decisions are reached-the 
visits of inspection, the hearing and consideration of representations, the 
careful discussion in Committee-are not reflected in statistics. 

Food production.-The year 1947, in which the new Committees were first 
appointed, saw also the launching of the Agricultural Expansion Programme, 
designed to assist the country in its efforts towards economic recovery. The 
help of the Committees was enlisted in this campaign, although, unlike their 
war-time predecessors, they were not authorised to employ powers of direction 
to secure the additional production sought by the Government. It was expected 
nevertheless that when the Agriculture (Scotland) Act came into operation the 
Committees would be able to contribute materially to the drive towards higher 
production by bringing about increased efficiency both in husbandry and in 
estate management. The industry was called upon to achieve voluntarily an 
annual increase in production during the succeeding four years so that by 
1951 the level reached would be almost as high as the war-time peak and some 
50 per cent. higher than pre-war. In the summer of 1949, however, it became 
clear that the acreage then under crops was far short of the target set for the 
year and was, in fact, some 83,000 acres less than in 1947. It was obvious that 
special efforts would be required if the aims of the Expansion Programme 
were to be realised. Committees were asked therefore to do everything possible 
to bring home to the farmers in their areas the urgent need for the highest 
possible level of crop production, and particularly to obtain adequate supplies 
of home grown feeding stuffs for the increased livestock population which was 
expected and which, in fact, showed every sign of being obtained. 

The Committees were, at the same time, asked by the Secretary of State to 
examine, in collaboration with the local leaders of the National Farmers' 
Union, the technical and practical implications of the crop requirements of 
the expansion programme. During this examination the Committees came to 
the conclusion that the drive for greater production was being adversely affected 
by the example of a small minority of farmers who, by an excessive laying down 
of land to grass, were failing to make a fair contribution towards the desired 
crop acreages. As a result, in December, 1949, the Secretary of State obtained 
the approval of Parliament to an order under the Agriculture (Scotland) Act, 
1948, which permitted him to give directions to control the maximum area of 
pasture land laid down on an agricultural unit. This power, which was dele­
gated to Committees, was intended for use only in special cases where the desired 
results could be obtained in no other way. 

During the year, wherever it was practicable, Committees were again able 
to arrange for the grazing of golf courses. This was a useful contribution 
towards meeting the high demand for grazing facilities. The Committees had 
power under the Defence Regulations to serve directions on Golf Clubs but 
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the ready response from the Clubs rendered this unnecessary except in two cases. 

Miscellaneous duties.-Among the Committees' duties which can be 
broadly described as advisory or consultative, can be included the ex.er?ise of the 
right to grant certificates under the Rent and Mortgage Interest Restncttons Acts. 
A landlord who wishes to regain vacant poisession of a cottage to house one 
of his farm workers whose employment is necessary for the proper working 
of the farm may, under these Acts, seek from his Agricultural Executive 
Committee a certificate which will support his application to the sheriff. Between 
1st November, 1948 and 31st December, 1949, Committees granted 89 certifi­
cates and refused 20. In the latter cases they were unable to certify that the 
worker for whom the house was said to be required was, or was to be, employed 
on work necessary for the proper working of the holding. 

Local planning authorities have to consult the Agricultural Executive 
Committees before preparing development plans.• These plans may allocate 
land for agriculture or other purposes. Further, where a private individual 
applies to the local planning authority for permission to carry out development 
for agricultural purposes, the local planning authority has to consult the Agri­
cultural Executive Committee for the area before refusing planning permission 
or before imposing any conditions on the grant of planning permission. Com­
mittees also have an opportunity to advise on the siting of houses for agri­
cultural workers which local authorities are erecting under a special programme. 
They can also make recommendations to local authorities concerning the 
selection of tenants for these houses. 

Under the Secretary of State, the responsibility for administering the various 
agricultural subsidy and grant schemes rests with the Department of Agriculture. 
The Department also operate rationing schemes for scarce supplies, the Agri­
cultural Machinery Service, the Labour Services and the Pest Control Service. 
The local work is done by officials at the Department's area and local offices. 
The Committees, however, advise, in the light of their knowledge, on the local 
administration of many of the schemes, particularly the Animal Feeding Stuffs 
Rationing Scheme and the Scheme for the Assistance of Marginal Agricultural 
Production. 

Each Agricultural Executive Committee, with additional members, acts 
also as the Local Committee which the Secretary of State has set up under 
Section 33 of the Hill Farming Act, 1946. 

COMPOSITION OF COMMITTEES 
Each Agricultural Executive Committee consists of not more than twelve 

members, appointed by the Secretary of State after consultation with the 
organisations representing Scottish landowners, farmers and farm workers. 

· Members have either direct practical experience of agriculture or other 
professional qualifications. In the main the membership comprises landlords, 
factors, owner-occupiers, tenant farmers and farm workers. Committees may, 
and must if the Secretary of State requires them to do so, appoint sub-committees. 
These may_ be purely advisory or, subject to the Secretary of State's approval, 
the Commtttees may delegate to them certain of their functions. Committees 
can also add to their sub-committees persons who are not Committee members. 
By the end of 1949 the majority of Committees had set up sub-committees to 
un~ertake t~e prelimina~ _examination .of cases requiring a decision by the 
mam Commtt!ee. In addttton t? Commtttee m:mbers 191 persons are serving 
on sub-commtttees. Most Agncultural Executive Committees have found it 
necessary to me~t at lea~t once a ~onth. Office accommodation is provided at 
the Department s offices m the vanous areas and the Secretary of each Committee 
is a.n offic_er of the Department. Technical officers of the Department are 
stattoned 111 each Committee's area and, in addition to carrying out their 

1 Tho Town and Country Planniov (Scotland) Act, 1947. 
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Departmental duties, are available to assist the Committee in the technical 
aspects of their work. 

The Committees are now becoming firmly established, but after little more 
than a year on a statutory footing, it is rather early to make a full assessment 
either of the work done under their far-reaching powers or of the wide influence 
which they bring to bear on local agricultural administration. A good start 
has been made, however, and special tribute must, deservedly, be paid to all 
those Committee members throughout the country who give their services 
freely and voluntarily in the interests of Scottish agriculture. 

CHAPTER ill-ECONOMIC POLICY, PRICES 

AND SUBSIDIES 

ECONOMIC POLICY 

The system of guaranteed prices and assured markets for the principal 
farm products and the general economic control now exercised by the State 
have extended the Department's functions on the economic side. 

The increasing emphasis placed upon the development of international 
trade and, in particular, upon European economic co-operation, has resulted 
during the year in a marked relaxation of trade restrictions. Open general 
licences have taken the place of specific import licences for a wide range of 
commodities. British agriculture, and especially Scottish agriculture, has 
always been interested in export markets for pedigree live stock but in general 
overseas trade in agricultural produce is limited to imports. It has been the 
concern of the Agricultural Departments to see that, as regards such imports, 
any alteration in procedure was effected with the minimum of disturbance to 
the maintenance of stable conditions in the home farming industry. 

Against this background of increasing freedom in international trade, home 
policy during the year has been marked by the progressive relaxation or removal 
of controls, and by the tendency for prices to give greater recognition to quality. 
Apart from those products covered by the guarantee under Part I of the Agri­
culture Act of 1947, the only products subject to price control during 1949 
were carrots, apples, pears, hay and straw. Of these, carrots, apples and pears 
were freed from price control during the main home production season, and 
the Government have announced that carrots will be freed entirely from price 
control after 30th April, 1950. All controls were removed from straw on 1st-·-­
March and from hay on 1st June, 1949. The Government have also announced 
that new potatoes of the 1950 crop will not be subject to control. 

PRICES 

The fifth annual review of the general economic conditions and prospects 
of the agricultural industry was held in February, 1949. Following increases 
in farm workers' wages awarded by the Agricultural Wages Boards of England 
and Wales and of Northern Ireland (a similar award was made later by the 
Scottish Board), a special review was held at the same time. The annual review 
covered prices for the live stock year beginning 1st April, 1949, and for crops 
to be harvested in 1950. The special review covered prices for crops harvested 
in 1949, previously fixed after the annual review in February, 1948. 
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· The alterations in prices agreed at these reviews and subsequently approved 
by the Government are shown in Table 4. 

TABLE 4.-ALTERATIONS IN PRICES FOLLOWING FEBRUARY, 1949, PRICE REVIEWS 

(a) Crops: 

Increase 

1949 Crops' 1950 Crops' 

Wheat 3d. per cwt. 5s. Od. per cwt. 
Acreage payments to be discontinued. 

Barley 3d. per cwt. Malting. A maximum price for malting 
barley was not fixed : the position to 
be reviewed early in 1950 and a 
further announcement made. 

Feeding. Guaranteed fixed price of 
2Is. 6d. per cwt. 

Oats : maximum price } 3d. pel' cwt. 
minimum price {

Is. Od. per cwt. 
9d. per cwt. 

Rye 3d. per cwt. The existing fixed price to be a minimum 
price. Acreage payments to be 
continued. 

Potatoes . • 6s. 9d. per ton. lOs. Od. per ton. 
Acreage payment t~ be £10 per acre on 

total acreage. 

Sugar beet Is. 9d. per ton. 

(b) Live stock and live stock products: 

Fat cattle 
Fat sheep 
Fat pigs 
Milk .• 
Eggs .. 

Average overall price 
i11crease over 1948/49 

4s. 6d. per live cwt. 
!d. per lb. 
6s. 9d. per score dead weight. 
2!d. per gallon. 
I d. per dozen. 

2s. Od. per ton. 

Operative date 

21st March, 1949. 
Do. 

4th April, 1949. 
1st April, 1949. 
31st March, 1949. 

In 1950 the guaranteed price of barley, fixed at 2ls. 6d. per cwt. would 
relate to all barley, provided that it was of satisfactory quality and in fair 
merchantable condition. The standard of quality would be agreed with the 
National Farmers' Unions. A provision was included that the guarantee 
would apply to barley which could, by expenditure of not more than 2s. per 
cwt., be made marketable. 

The average price increases for potatoes of the 1949 and 1950 crops include 
and continue the addition of 3s. per ton which was made for the 1948 crop to 
offset the rise in the cost of seed for that crop. 

All the above prices are the average increases over the whole of the quantities 
sold, irrespective of any grade or seasonal variations. Following normal 
practice, the detailed application of the price increases was considered in con­
sultation with the National Farmers' Unions. The increases were not uniformly 

1 Over average prices previously announced. 
2 Over .1949 average prices announced in Aususl, 1947. 
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applied, and for a number of commodities there were variations according to 
the season and variations in the increases for different grades. In particular, 
seasonal prices for eggs were re-introduced. These were a price of 3s. 9d. per 
dozen from 1st April to 21st September, 1949, and from 16th February to 31st 
March, 1950; 5s. per dozen from 22nd September to 19th October, 1949, and 
from 19th January to 15th February, 1950; and 5s. 6d. per dozen from 20th 
October, 1949, to 18th January, 1950. On the basis of the two previous years· 
deliveries to packing stations, these prices would yield an average of 4s. ld. per 
dozen for the year. Notice of the introduction of a seasonal scale was given 
in March, 1949, and at the same time farmers were advised that, subject to 
the outcome of the annual review in February, 1950, and to the guaranteed 
minimum price of 3s. 4d. per dozen, it was expected that the average price of 
eggs in the year 1950/51 would be reduced below the new figure of 4s. ld. per 
dozen. · 

Details of prices for 1948/49, 1949/50 and 1950/51 are given in Appendix 2. 

Grass Seed Prices 
Following consultation with representatives of growers, merchants and 

users of Scottish perennial and Italian ryegrass and timothy seed the Secretary 
of State made an Order 1 prescribing fixed prices for such seed in relation to 
its real value. As the statutory authority for the making of this Order expires 
in 1950 the Department have informed all parties concerned that the Order 
will be withdrawn after the 1949 crop has been disposed of. 

Acreage Payments 
Acreage payments in respect of potatoes, wheat and rye grown in Scotland 

for harvesting in 1949 were made at the following rates • :-

Potatoes: £8 per acre, with an additional payment of £4 per acre on the first 
ten acres grown by any one person whether on one or more than one 
holding. 

Wheat: £3 per acre on the first ten acres grown by any one person whether 
on one or more than one holding. 

Rye (fully ripened and threshed as grain): £3 per acre on the first ten acres grown 
by any one person whether on one or more than one holding. 

The closing date for receipt of applications was 1st October, 1949. Other­
wise, the conditions of payment were similar to those in force in previous 
years. 

Some 55,700 forms of application for acreage payments were issued by 
the Department. By the close of the year 46,481 claims had been certified by 
the Department's inspectorate after local examination, and of these 39,480, 
involving a sum of £1,715,743 had been finally approved for payment. Actual 
payments amounting to £1,420,761 had been made in respect of 31,835 claims. 

SUBSIDIES 

Marginal Agricultural Production 
The scheme governing the payment of subsidies for marginal agricultural 

production was made under the provisions of Section 75 of the Agriculture 
(Scotland) Act, 1948.' Like _the non:statutory " Sche_me for· Assistance of 
Marginal Agricultural Production" wh1ch was m operation from 1943 to 1948 

1 The Grass Seed (Growers' Fixed Prices) (Scotland) Order, 1949. 
t The Crop Acreage Payment (Scotland) Order. 1949. 
:J The Marginal Agricultural Production (Scotland) Scheme, 1949, 
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inclusive, it was designed to enable production on interior land to be mai~tained 
and where possible increased. Up to 31st August, 1952, offers of ass1stance 
can be made towards the cost of specified goods and services so that farmers 
of marginal subjects can carry out agricultural operations which they could not 
otherwise be expected to undertake. 

For the 1949 cropping season, grants involving a total sum of about £323,~00 
were offered in some 14,600 cases and by the end of the year payments amountmg 
to £160,659 had been made in 5,380 of these. · 

Grassland Ploughing Scheme 
Grants in respect of the ploughing up of grassland were made under the 

Agricultural Development Acts, 1939 to 1946, as amended by the Emergency 
Laws (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1947. 

Under these powers grant was payable only for ploughing carried out by 
31st December, 1949. For grassland in its third growing season (or older) 
ploughed between 21st August, 1947, and 31st December, 1949, inclusive, 
the rate of grant was £4 per acre and, subject to a minimum acreage of one 
acre ploughed, payment was made for each complete quarter acre. The land 
had to be sown to an approved crop or resown to grass with the approval of 
the Department and in accordance with any standards laid down by them. 

Between 1st April, 1949, and 31st December, 1949, payments amounting to . 
£1,112,870 were made in 22,466 cases involving 278,218 acres. In addition 
payments amounting to £16,723 were made in 379 cases in respect of land 
ploughed for the harvest of 1948. 

Hill Sheep Subsidy 

Hill sheep subsidy was paid in 1949 at the rate of lOs. per ewe to the owners 
(or in exceptional cases to the renters) at 4th December, 1948, of regular breed­
ing ewe stocks of hill sheep maintained on hill land and managed in accordance 
with the recognised practices of hill sheep farming.' Applicants had the option 
of having the payments calculated either (a) on the numbers of ewes and gimmers 
in the flock at 4th December, 1948, or (b) on the numbers of ewes and gimmers 
in the flock at 4th December, 1946, that qualified for subsidy in 1947. 

By the end of the year 16,560 applications had been dealt with and of these 
16,183 were approved and 377 disallowed; £1,182,911 had actually been paid 
on 16,128 applications for 2,367,919 sheep including £526 paid in 1948 by· way 
of advances. More than one quarter of the applicants elected to have payment 
calculated on the number of sheep that qualified for subsidy at 4th December, 
1946. 

Hill Cattle Subsidy 

Payments of subsidy for hill cattle' introduced in 1947 under the Hill 
Farming Act, 1946, were continued in 1949. There were no changes in the 
conditions of the Scheme which, unless otherwise amended or re1•oked will 
remain in operation _until 1951. These conditions, in broad outline, pr~vide 
for payment of subs1dy at the rate of £7 per head for female breeding stock 
kept on " hill land" for the twelve months between the dates of the relative 
December Agricultural Returns. The term " hill land " applies both to " hill 
farming land " proper and to land in upland districts forming units which are 
not used wholly or substantially for the production for sale of crops fat stock 
or milk. Subsidy is payable to the" occupier" at 4th June of the hill land on 
which the cattle are grazed and maintained. 

1 The H~ll Sheep (Scotland) No. 2 Scheme, and the Hill Sheep Subsidy Payment (Scotland) Order 1949, 
I The H1ll Cattle (Scotland) Scheme, 1947. ' 
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Table 5 shows the position at the end of 1949 of subsidy payments for the 
years 1947, 1948 and 1949. 

TABLE 5.-HILL CATILE SUBSIDY SCHEME-POSffiON Or CLAIMS 

R 
A 
R 
u 
p 

eceived 
pproved a~d pass~d for 'payme~i 
efused or withdrawn . . . . 
nder consideration .. .. 
aid .. .. .. .. .. 

Total payments to 31/12/49 

1947 1948 

Number 
-

12,916 12,694 
12,259 12,205 

655 473 
2 16 

12,259 12,196 

£ 

641,676 669,905 

~------- ------- --~-~--------------

1949' 

13,088 
10,516 

204 
2,368 

10,312 

549,507 

Claims amounting to £248, lOs. are outstanding in respect of earlier years. 
These claims have been approved, but payment has been deferred pending 
confirmation of the claims of heirs and executors. 

Calf Rearing Subsidy 
Section I of the Agriculture (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1949,empowcred 

the Agricultural Ministers (a) to make schemes for the payment of subsidy in 
respect of home-bred steer and heifer calves of approved types born between 
21st August, 1947, and 1st October, 1949 inclusive and reared to the age of 
one year, and (b) to extend this power, with the approval of Parliament, to 
cover calves born between 2nd October, 1949, and 30th September, 1950, 
inclusive, and to prescribe rates of payment for such calves. 

In exercise of these powers, a scheme was framed which came into operation 
on 1st September, 1948.' The scheme was later modified by an Order' 
providing for the making of schemes for calves born between 2nd October, 
1949, and 30th September, 195!, inclusive, and prescribing rates of£5 each for 
steer and £2 each for heifer calves. 

Between 1st September, 1948, and 31st December, 1949, the Department's 
certifying officers made 74,046 visits to holdings and marked I 14,035 steer and 
309,464 heifer calves as eligible for subsidy ; 9,869 calves were rejected on 
inspection. A total of 56,160 claims, amounting to £1,309,069, were paid, and 
17,886 claims are outstanding. 

OTHER FINANCIAL ASSJSTANCE 
Live Stock Replacement 

The Secretary of State can give financial assistance to occupiers of agri­
cultural land to replace live stock lost through abnormal weather conditions, 
or, with the approval of the Treasury, in other special circumstances.• 
Advances made under the Scheme, plus interest at the rate of 2! per cent. per 
annum must be repaid within three years from the date of the first purchase of 
replacements. 

Only one application for assistance amounting to £105 was received in 1949. 
£1,570 was received in repayment, with interest, of advances made. Total 
advances made from the inception of the Scheme up to 31st December, 1949, 
were £5,180. Repayments during the same period amounted to £2,301. 

1 Incomplete. 
2 The Calf Rearing Subsidy (Scotland) Scheme, 1949. 
a The Calf Rearing Subsidy Scheme (Extension and Payment) (Scotland) Order, 1949, 
• The Agricultural Goods and Services (Scotland) Scheme, 1948. 
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Agricultural Resettlement Grants 
The scheme for providing resettlement grants was continued during 1949. 

Its object is to assist (I) persons who were working agricultural or horticultural 
holdings on their own account for commercial food production before joining 
H.M. Forces, the Merchant Navy or the Civil Defence Services, and who can 
show that they need help to restart in a holding on their own account, and 
(2) in suitable cases, those disabled by war service who desire to set up in a 
holding for the first time. The maximum grant which may be offered in either 
case is £150. The Scheme will not apply to men called up under the National 
Service Acts after 31st December, 1948. 

During 1949, 39 applications were received and grants totalling £2,467 were 
awarded. From the inception of the Scheme a total of 244 grants amounting 
to £16,382 have been awarded, £9,250 to disabled persons and £7,132 to persons 
resuming their previous occupation. 

Refund of grant, amounting to £285, was requested in four cases during the 
year where the recipients of the award had broken the conditions of the Scheme 
by failing to submit vouchers or by disposing of the holding before the expiry 
of a two-year period without the consent of the Department. 

Agricultural Credit 
Under the Agricultural Credits (Scotland) Act, 1929, the Scottish Agri­

cultural Securities Corporation Ltd. can make loans for the purchase of agri­
cultural land. More than £200,000 was advanced by the Corporation during 
1949, bringing the total amount advanced since its incorporation in 1933 to 
over £1 t million. 

A grant of £5,365 was paid by the Department to the Corporation for the 
financial year 1948/49, being the amount due under the provisions of the 
Agriculture (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1944, in respect of a reduction in 
interest charges. 

CHAPTER IV-PRODUCTION AND MARKETING 
PRODUCTION 

The early onset of bad weather towards the end of 1948 Jed to a serious 
reduction in ~he acr~age of winter-sown crops, and although spring sowing 
made good thts defictt to some extent, the final acreages were considerably less 
than those of 1948. This was particularly disappointing in view of the require­
ments of the agricultural expansion programme. Total cereal acreages and 
total tillage fell short of the targets which had been set by 132,000 and 126 000 
acres respectively. Table 6 compares the acreages of the main crops and the 
total area of tillage for 1948 and 1949. 

Total tillage 

Wheat .. 
Barley .. 
Oats .. 
Potatoes .. 
Sugar beet .. 
Turnips and swedes 

--------

TABLE 6.-ACREAGE OF CROPS 
At 4th June 

22 

1948 

1,852 

87 
180 
953 
222 

9 
295 

Thousand acres 
---:----

1949 

1,775 

63 
170 
932 
192 

9 
293 

--'----------



Despite the long period of dry weather, crops came through well and the 
harvest was secured early and in good condition. Yields were high, as shown 
by Table 7. 

TABLE 7 .-CROP YIELDS 
Per acre 

Ten-year average 
1949 1948 1939/48 

Wheat .. .. . . cwts . 23.1 21.5 21.9 
Barley .. .. .. 

" 21.8 20.2 19.6 
Oats .. .. . . 

" 17.1 17.0 16.3 
Potatoes .. .. tons 7.5 7.5 7.2 
Sugar beet .• .. " 11.1 8.1 7.6 
Turnips and swedes .. 

" 
17.6 16.6 17.1 

Pastures provided a high standard of keep throughout most of the season 
and survived the long dry summer. They were still serviceable in many areas 
well into the autumn. The area of permanent pasture (1,188,232 acres) was 
54,732 acres more than in 1948, and the area of rotation grass (1,452,605 acres) 
was 21,022 acres more. Stocks of hay and grass silage at 3rd September, 1949, 
were 702,239 and 98,853 tons respectively, and a significant quantity of dried 
grass was also made. Stocks of silage other than grass silage amounted to 
43,018 tons. The silage figures show that an appreciable response is being made 
by farmers to the campaign for greater output from our grasslands. 

With increasing mechanisation of farming operations, the number of horses 
continued to decline. Sheep numbers on the other hand showed complete 
recovery of the losses incurred during the severe winter of 1947. The numbers 
of both beef and dairy cattle were the highest ever recorded, and poultry 
numbers exceeded the ten million mark for the first time. The number of pigs, 
increased by 27 per cent. during the year, was not far short of the pre-war level. 
Table 8 gives particulars of the expansion in live stock that has been achieved. 

-

Horses .. .. 
Cattle: 

Total .. .. 
Dairy .. .. 
Beef .. . . 

Sheep .. .. 
Pigs .. .. 
Poultry .. .. 

TABLE 8.-LIVE STOCK NUMBERS 

At 4th June 

1939 I 1941 

. . 142 138 

.. 1,349 1,312 

.. 741 776 .. 608 536 

.. 8,007 6,759 

.. 252 218 

. . 7,711 6,417 

Thousands 

1948 I 1949 

97 87 

1,499 1,569 

828 843 
671 726 

6,731 7,103 

184 232. 

9,285 I 10,006 

Milk production continued to increase and it was found possible to suspend 
milk rationing for 15 weeks from 27th March to 9th September, 1949. 
Sales under the milk marketing schemes in Scotland during the year ended 
30th September, 1949, totalled 171,306,000 gallons, an increase of 8! per cent. 
over 1948 and of nearly 28 per cent. over 1939. Approximately 85 per cent. of 
the total sold was for liquid consumption, which represents an increase in 
consumer demand of nearly 65 per cent. compared with pre-war. 
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Over 75 per cent. of the milk produced was of Certified or T.T. Grade and 
came from Attested Herds. The corresponding figure for 1948 wa> 70 per cent., 
and for 1939, 20 per cent. Over 70 per cent. of Scottish dairy herds are now 
attested and licensed to sell " specially designated" milk (i.e. " Certified," 
" Tuberculin Tested " or " Standard " milk). 

Government policy aims at the complete eradication of bovine tuberculosis 
and the details of a long-term scheme to achieve this end were further considered 
during the year. The intention is to continue giving encouragement to voluntary 
attestation, but the compulsory removal of cattle which react to the tuberculin 
test will be progressively applied to areas as they reach a high degree of attesta­
tion. It is hoped that it may be possible to bring the scheme into operation 
during 1950. . 

Under the Milk (Special Designations) Act of 1949, the Minister of Food 
has power to specify, from time to time, areas within which only raw milk of 
Certified or T.T. Grade or pasteurised milk may be sold. The sale of standard 
milk is permitted up to 30th September, 1954. No such area has yet been 
specified. 

The Department continued to operate the Milk Sales Records Scheme during 
the year. Under this Scheme, records are kept of sales of milk by each producer 
registered under a milk marketing scheme so that advisory work can be concen­
trated on those producers whose average sales per cow are below the average 
for the area. Sales by producers who are primarily interested in disposing of 
milk otherwise than by sale, e.g. calf feeding, are ignored in striking averages. 
Figures are not strictly comparable year by year, but Table 9 gives a guide 
to the trend in Scottish milk production since the scheme was introduced 
in 1944/45. 

TABLE 9.-AVERAGE SALES OF MILK PER COW 
Gallons 

I 1944/45 I 1945/46 I 1946/47 I 1947/48 I 1948/49 

Winter (October to .March) .. 213 226 232 233 258 

Year (October to September) 532 555 556 519 613 

The benefits of milk recording as a guide to economic production and good 
management are being progressively realised and milk records are now regarded 
as a most important factor in the pedigree records of dairy stock. 

During 1949, 2,227 herds were recorded compared with 2,044 in 1948. The 
Government wish to encourage producers to take advantage of the recording 
services ~vailable~ and a grant of £11,400, or 60 per cent. of approved expendi­
ture, whichever IS the less, has been approved towards the administrative 
expenses of the Scottish Milk Records Association for the current financial 
year. In addition, the milk marketing boards in Scotland, with the concurrence 
of the Ministry of Food, again made a joint grant to the Association at the rate 
of 2s. per cow recorded, the grant being designed to reduce the cost of recording 
falling directly on farmers participating in the scheme. 

In co-operation with the British Goat Society, and with the sanction of the 
Treasury, the Department during the course of the year introduced a scheme of 
grants in aid of the milk recording of goats in Scotland, which is also carried 
out by the Scottish Milk Records Association. Under this scheme the Depart­
ment make an annual grant of £3 per herd provided that the Society make a 
grant of £2 per he!d towards the cost of recording. When, however, cows in 
the_ same ownership as the goats are recorded by the Association, the grants 
and charges are reduced by 50· per cent.· So far only three herds are being 
recorded under the scheme. 
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The Report of the Committee on Milk Services in Scotland was published 
in March. At the close of the year the Department was examining, in con­
junction with the Department of Health for Scotland, the observations sub­
mitted by interested organisations on the recommendations contained in the 
report. 

MARKETING 

It will be remembered that, following consideration of the report of the 
Agricultural Marketing Committee, the Government announced in May, 1948, 
that a measure would be introduced to amend the Agricultural. Marketing Acts, 
1931 to 1933. Accordingly the Agricultural Marketing Act of 1949, which 
received Royal Assent on 31st May, provides for a closer control of the opera­
tions of marketing boards by increasing the number of members of such 
boards to be appointed by the Minister and by giving him'the power to issue 
directions to boards in the public interest. The Act also abolishes the Market 
Supply Committee, repeals the provisions of the 1933 Act relating to develop­
ment schemes, and amends the principal Acts in several other respects, including 
extending the application of their provisions to Northern Ireland. 

Of particular interest to Scotland is the provision enabling certain areas in 
Scotland, in which milk marketing has so far been regulated by schemes made 
under Defence Regulations, to be brought, with the consent .of the producers 
concerned, into existing milk marketing schemes under the Marketing Acts. 
Following discussions with repr~sentatives of the milk marketing boards in 
Scotland and of producers in the " special " areas, agreement has been reached 
in the case of the Aberdeen and District and the North of Scotland Boards to 
the terms on which they would be prepared to incorporate . permanently 
into their schemes the counties of Banff (Aberdeen Scheme) and Moray and 
Orkney (North of Scotland Scheme). At the end of the year arrangements were 
being made to carry out the statutory procedure to give effect to the agreement. 

As a result of the passing of the 1949 Act it became necessary to revise 
certain of the Regulations made under existing legislation. The Agricultural 
Marketing (Public Inquiry) Rules, 1949, and the Agricultural Marketing (Com­
mittee of Investigation) Regulations, 1949, were therefore made, and amend­
ment of the Agricultural Marketing (Consumers' Committee) Regulations, 
1932, is under consideration. The Agricultural Marketing· (Facilities Com­
mittee) Regulations, 1932, and the Agricultural Marke,ting (Loans) (Scotland) 
Regulations, 1932, remain in force as amended by the Amending Regulatio~s 
of 1933. Amendment of the existing marketing schemes to bring them into 
accord with the 1949 Act is also under consideration. 

Marketing Schemes 
During the year, the Scottish, the Aberdeen and District and the North of 

Scotland Milk Marketing Boards continued to operate their schemes under the 
direction of the Ministry of Food. The boards also administered on behalf of 
that Ministry the special milk marketing schemes, introduced under Defence 
Regulations and referred to in the previous section, covering Moray, Banff, 
Orkney, Argyll (mainland) and Argyll (Islands of Coli, !slay and Gigha). 
The Potato, Pigs and Bacon Marketing Schemes, and the Bacon Development 
Scheme under the Bacon Industry Act· of 1938, remained in ·suspense. The 
Milk Products Marketing Scheme, approved in 1939, has not yet been brought 
into operation. . 

An Order ' was made enabling the Potato Marketing Board to appoint a 
Committee to consider future policy with regard to the Scheme. Similar pro­
vision was made in the case of the Pigs and Bacon Schemes during 1944/45. 

The report of the Commissioner appointed to hold a public inquiry under 
1 The Potato Marketins Scheme:, 1933 (Modification and Suspension) (~fDendmcnl) Order, 1949 
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the Agricultural Marketing Acts into objections to the scheme submitted in 
1948 for regulating the marketing of tomatoes and cucumbers grown in Great 
Britain has been under consideration by the Agricultural Ministers concerned, 
in consultation with the Board of Trade. They have to determine whether any 
modification should be made in the scheme as originally submitted. 

A scheme under the Agricultural Marketing Acts for the regulation of the 
marketing of wool produced in the United Kingdom was submitted in October, 
1949, to the Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, the Secretary of State for 
Scotland, and the Secretary of State for the Home Department (being the 
Ministers concerned with agriculture in England, Scotland and Northern Ireland 
respectively). The scheme was submitted by the National Farmers' Unions of 
England and Wales and of Scotland, and the Ulster Farmers' Union. Statutory 
notice of the submission of the scheme was published on 28th October, 1949, 
and the last date for the receipt of objections to and representations about the 
scheme was lOth December, 1949. 

In the course of discussion with the farmers' unions prior to the submission 
of the scheme, the Agricultural Ministers agreed that in the event of the scheme 
coming into operation, and subject to the necessary parliamentary approval, an 
Order would be made under Section 6 of the Agriculture Act, 1947, adding wool 
to the list of commodities for which prices are guaranteed under the first 
schedule to that Act. 

The statutory notice of the submission to the Secretary of State for Scotland 
of a scheme under the Agricultural Marketing Acts for the regulation of the 
marketing of wool produced in Shetland was also published in the Edinburgh 
Gazette on 28th October, 1949. The last date for the receipt of objections to 
and representations about the scheme was again lOth December, 1949. 

' 
Wool 

It was decided to continue to requisition during 1949, by Order under Defence 
Regulations, the home-grown wool clip (except wool grown in the Orkney 
Islands, the Shetland Islands, and the Western Isles). As in 1947 and 1948 the 
Agricultural Departments took responsibility for the collection of the clip and 
through English and Scottish committees of wool brokers, arranged for th~ 
disposal of the wool by public auction. The prices paid to producers for the 
more important varieties of Scottish wool of the 1949 clip, such as Cheviot, 
Blackface and Halfbred, show~ an increase over those paid in 1948, as will be 
seen from Table 10. The pnces quoted were the highest prices for wools 
of the specified types; in the case of intermediate or inferior wools the prices 
applicable were proportionately lower. · 

TABLE 10.-PRODUCERS' PRICES FOR WOOL 
Pence per lb. 

1948 1949 

I Washed Greasy I Washed I Greasy 

Cheviot hogs .. .. 00 .. 34f 29t 37! 32t 
Cheviot ewes and wethers 00 .. 34f 29t 37! 32! 
Half-bred hogs .. .. .. 28 25! 30! 26t 
Half-bred ewes and wethers 00 .. 28 25! 30 26 
Leicester hogs .. 00 .. 27! 25 29! 26 
Leicester ewes and. wethers .. .. 27! 25 25 22 
Cross hogs .. .. .. 25t 23 25 22" 
Cross ewes and wethers .. .. 25t 23 24 21 
lllackfaced 00 .. 00 00 26f 25! 29 26 

During the year, 29 farmers applied to the Scottish Regional Advisory Com-
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mit tee for a change of wool merchant. The Committee allowed one application 
and rejected the others. Five farmers appealed to the Department against the 
rejection of their applications by the Advisory Committee. Three of the appeals 
were sustained by the Department and the other two dismissed. 

The Wool Advisory Committee, set up by the Agricultural Ministers to 
advise them on the arrangements for the collection and marketing of the home­
grown wool clip, held a number of meetings during the year. Among the 
matters considered by the Committee was the damaging effect upon wool 
resulting from the use of tar or paint for marking purposes. After making 
certain preliminary enquiries into the availability of sheep marking fluids which 
are claimed to have no injurious effects on the wool, the Committee have 
initiated a scheme in co-operation with the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
and the Department to test the effectiveness of a variety of substances which 
might be used for marking. . 

A special exhibit of fleeces of various Scottish breeds of sheep, designed to 
demonstrate to wool growers the correct methods of preparing wool for market­
ing, was staged by the Department at the Royal Highland and Agricultural 
Society's Show held at Dundee in June, 1949. The exhibit was subsequently on 
show at a number of other agricultural shows held at various centres throughout 
Scotland. · · · 

Grading and Marking 
Revival of the pre-war National Mark schemes under . the Agricultural 

Produce (Grading and Marking) Act, 1928, has been considered inappropriate. 
The National Mark grades were designed to cover the best ·quality produce 
(e.g. select dessert plums, prime beef), and it is considered that' it would be 
more useful in present conditions to have grades covering the bulk of marketable 
produce. The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries have therefore set up an 
Advisory Committee on Standard Grades and Packs representative of all 
interests concerned and have issued revised grades on a non-statutory basis for 
voluntary use in England and Wales for a variety of fruits and vegetables. 
These grades are to be given statutory sanction when experience of their suit­
ability has been gained although their use will continue to be voluntary. The 
Committee have also considered methods of grade supervision, standards for 
containers and the possibilities of the system, which has proved so popular in the 
United States of America and elsewhere, of packing produce at the initial 
assembly stage in containers of a size and type suited to the day-to-day require­
ments of domestic consumers. At the close of the year arrangements were being 
made to consider standards for eggs and for table poultry. 

The Department are represented on the Committee but in deference to the 
views of the Scottish growers' organisations no action has yet been taken to 
introduce similar grades for use in Scotland. 

Miscellaneous 
During the year the Secretary of State made an Order authorising the Elgin 

Market Green Co. Ltd. to extend their present mart at Elgin for the accom­
modation and sale of attested stock.' Renewals of 22 exemptions from the 
requirements of the Markets and Fairs (Weighing of Cattle) Acts, 1887 to 1926, 
were granted for periods up to three years. One exemption was granted for a 
period of one year. 

From 1st August, 1949, in terms of a new Order,• the provisions of the 
Threshing of Grain (Scotland) Order, 1946, now apply only to wheat. The 
present position is, therefore, that all owners of threshing tackle in Scotland 
are required to make returns to the Department of all wheat threshed by them. 

1 Livestock Industry Act, 1937-Sect.ion 14. 
:The Threshin& of Grain (Amendment) (Scotland) Order. 1949~ 
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CHAPTER V-ESTATE MANAGEMENT AND 
. LAND SETTLEMENT 

ESTATE MANAGEMENT 

The Dep~~ment are responsible for the management of land settlement and 
other estates vested in the Secretary of State. In addition they are responsible 
for land acquired for forestry purposes by the Forestry Commission as long as 
it remains in· agricultural use, for land requisitioned during the war years 
because of the bad husbandry of the occupiers, and for certain other properties. 
A table showing the acreages involved is included as Appendix 3. 

Properties vested in the Secretary of State 
Management of land settlement estates, particularly where small type hold­

ings are concerned, is governed primarily by the need to encourage the more 
intensive forms of agricultural production. At the same time every opportunity 
is taken to develop subsidiary uses for economic purposes or for the provision 
of employment Thus a number of areas have been transferred to the Forestry 
Commission f9r commercial timber production. The possibility of making 
further areas available is being examined. Where shelter belts are wanted or 
trees required' for amenity purposes the work is normally undertaken by the 
Department' as a· matter of estate improvement. · 

Attention )las· also been given to the development of other assets on land 
settlement properties. Arrangements were made during the year with a private 
company to develop the diatomite deposits at Loch Cuithir on the Kilmuir 
Estate in Skye and the right to extract cockle shell on the Eoligarry Estate in 
Barra was re-let to another company. The possibility of re-opening the mineral 
workings on Sunart Estate in Argyllshire is being investigated. 

The question of the fullest use of sporting rights on land settlement estates 
has not been overlooked. On the Highland and Island estates, where the major 
sporting value exists, it has been clear for some time that revenue from private · 
lets has beeri diminishing. This is partly due to deterioration in the sporting 
value of the subjects during the war though there is now some evidence of a 
natural improvement taking place. The Department have let a number of 
shooting lodges as sporting and tourist hotels, thus providing sporting facilities 
for more people and providing accommodation for visitors to the area. Up to 
the presen~ six lodges have b~'!- let in this way along with sporting rights. 
A substanttal farmhouse was similarly let and subsequently sold while another 
lodge has been sold to the Scottish Youth Hostels Association. Only one lodge 
with sporting rights attached is now let to a private individual. 

During. the year '?1!-e additiona~ property was ~~;cquired by the Secretary of 
'State under the ·proviSions of Sectwn 9 of the Agnculture (Miscellaneous Pro­
~isions) Act, 1941, bringing the total number of subjects so acquired to twelve. 
Eight farms extending to 5,410 acres are let on lease and the Department con­
tinue to work the remaining four farms extending to 2,103 acres. 

Forestry Commission Land 
At t~e belii~_ning of the ~ear the total area managed by the Department on 

properties acquired. for forestry pufPoses was 192,964 acres representing 220 
factored subjects extending to 141,017 acres and 18 subjects extending to 51,947 
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acres which they themselves were farming. During the year the Department 
assumed management of an additional 12,189 acres on existing forestry estates 
and in the same period some 5,231 acres of land on the subjects managed by the 
Department were placed at the direct disposal of the Commission. The Depart­
ment also became responsible for the management of 20,909 acres of land 
acquired during the year for forestry purposes, this area involving factorage of 

· 47 subjects amounting to 11,784 acres and the direct farming of one subject 
extending to 9,125 acres. Thus the total area ofland on forestry estates managed 
by the Department at 31st December, 1949, was 220,831 acres representing 
340 factored subjects extending to 169,456 acres and 16 subjects extending to· 
51,375 acres which they were farming. 

In the course of the year the Department arranged 9 new lets of farms 
administered by them under the Forestry Act, 1945. Increases in rent totalling 
£744 were obtained in the process, a reflection of the fact that the Department 
will be involved in considerable expenditure on repairs and improvements. 

In six cases proposals have been made for improvement schemes under the 
Hill Farming Act, 1946, and in 3 of these cases proposals have been approved 
in principle by the appropriate Agricultural Executive Committees. 

Requisitioned Properties 

During the war 114 subjects were requisitioned on the grounds of the bad 
husbandry of the occupiers or failure on their part to cultivate the land. Most 
of these properties have now been returned to their owners following the receipt 
of satisfactory assurances as to their future use. In 1949 five such subjects 
totalling 4, 769 acres were derequisitioned. The number still under requisition 
at the end of the year was reduced to 16 of which four were deer forest areas 
(totalling 110,600 acres), four were sheep farms (9,369 acres) and eight were 
arable subjects (2,018 acres). Seven of these subjects are let to tenants, and the 
remainder are farmed by the Department. 

Other Properties 

The Department continued to manage part of Nunnerie Farm which was 
taken on lease from Lanarkshire Water (Additional Requirements) Joint Com­
mittee in order to avoid dispersal of a notable sheep stock. Certain items of 
equipment were provided during the year and at Martinmas the subject was let 
on lease as two units to shepherd applicants for small holdings who took over 
the sheep stock at a valuation made in accordance with the Hill Farming Act, 
1946. The Department continued to factor other three tenanted farms and to 
raise T.T. stock on a farm in Lanarkshire (Woodend), on which considerable 
peat reclamation work was at one time carried out. 

The Department are also responsible for the management of five sheep 
farms in Roxburghshire, requisitioned by the War Department in 1943 for use 
as an artillery range, and, in addition, for the management of sheep stock on an 
area of land in Kirkcudbrightshire, leased in 1942 for stocking with sheep 
cleared from land in Northumberland which was required for military purposes. 

LAND SETTLEMENT 
Continued shortage of building labour and materials and restrictions on 

capital investment have stood in the way of the resumption of land settlement 
operations and no new schemes were constituted during the year. A start was, 
however, made in planning two new schemes of settlement, one on Balnagore 
Farm in Ross-shire and one on Kilfillan Farm on the Dunragit Estate, Wig­
townshire. The former extends to 321 acres and the latter to 428 acres. On 
these two farms it is planned to constitute 12 new holdings mainly of the larger 
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type for dairying and stock raising. It is hoped to start work on these two new 
schemes in 19 50. 

The main interest of the past year has been in the progress made by the 
tenants already settled by the Department and in the maintenance and develop­
ment of the estates already held for land settlement purposes. 

The year 1949 saw considerable improvements in cultivations and stock on 
smallholdings and some changes in the character of the management, fostered 
and assisted by the Department. Quite a number of holdings turned over t_o 
dairying and to the breeding of tuberculin-tested stock. In many cases th•s 
involved improvements and extensions to farm buildings. During the year the 
Department undertook to carry out work of this kind in 21 cases. In other 
cases work of a less extensive character is being carried out by the tenants 
themselves. Many of the tenants of dairy holdings in the south-west of Scotland 
are making use of the services of the artificial insemination station at Hoddom 
Castle, Dumfriesshire. There is also evidence of definite improvement in the 
position of specialist pig and poultry holders following the introduction of the 
bonus system for the allocation of animal feeding stuffs. Market garden hold­
ings have been further developed by the extension of the area under glass and 
by other improvements in methods of production. 

The Department have been anxious, as their landlord, that smallholder 
tenants of hill grazings, whether these were individual subjects or common 
grazings, should be able to take advantage of the assistance available for com­
prehensive hill farm improvement schemes under the Hill Farming Act, 1946. 
In view of the limited financial resources of many of the tenants and the difficul­
ties which arise in the case of common grazings, the Department have offered 
to meet the whole of the capital cost of approved hill farm schemes on land 
settlement estates owned by the Secretary of State, subject to revision of rents 
by the Scottish Land Court when the improvement works have been completed. 
Thirty-seven individual tenants and 52 common grazings committees have pro­
visionally accepted this offer and investigations and discussions with tenants 
are proceeding with a view to framing schemes and preparing estimates 
of cost. 

In general, tenants have maintained satisfactorily the equipment on their 
holdings. However, certain classes of buildings, mainly old structures and 
semi-permanent buildings provided immediately after the 1914/18 war have 
now deteriorated to the point at which major works are required. This work 
involves substantial capital expenditure and progress in carrying it out has 
been delayed by shortages of staff, labour and materials, and by the difficulty 
of getting contractors to accept isolated building work in rural areas. Even so 
it was possible last year to do work under these heads which included completing 
or putting in hand the improvement of 25 houses and 28 steadings. Approval 
was also given for work on a further ten houses and 17 steadings, and one new 
house was completed. 

On some estates improvements in water supplies and roads are still neces­
sary. A number of improvement schemes have been carried out and others are 
planned which can ultimat~ly be brought within the scope of the larger water 
supply schemes to be provided under the Rural Water Supplies and Sewerage 
Act of 1944. In the matter of roads the Department endeavour to obtain the 
agre:ment ?f the County Coun~il that any road serving a sufficient number of 
h~ldiJ:!gS '!Viii be placed. on the hs~ of County highways. One particular case of 
this ki~d IS worth mention .. The Island of Vatersay,lying to the south of Barra, 
o~ w_h•ch one of the earliest se~tlements was carried out by the Congested 
D1stncts Board, ha~ no road smtable ~or vehicular traffic. The Department 
h!lve now agreed With the Inverness-sh1~e County Council to provide county 
hig)lways to serve t~e ~ettlement~ on the Island and to improve the ferry access 
to It. The economic life of the 1sland has recently been greatly improved with 

30 



the development of lobster fishing and it is hoped that the provision of adequate 
transport facilities will bring further advantages to the community. 

Since the end of the war there has been a strong demand for the introduction 
of electricity to smallholding schemes. This has been done in a number of 
cases on the basis that the Department meet the capital expenditure and rents 
are adjusted. Outstanding cases will be dealt with as labour and materials 
become available. In some instances holders have, individually or collectively, 
made the necessary arrangements direct with the Electricity Boards. 

During the year the Department received 708 applications for smallholdings. 
There were no applications for enlargements of existing holdings. Thirty-eight 
existing holdings were re-let following vacancies. During the past ten years, the 
total number of applications received for smallholdings was 6,638 and for 
enlargements, 16. In the same period 584 applicants have been settled and 
16 applicants have been given enlargements. 

Of a total sum of £128,307 advanced by the Department in loans to assist 
smallholders to take over sheep stocks on land settlement schemes £98,566 has 
been advanced to groups of holders operating as Co-operative Credit Societies 
registered under the Industrial and Provident Societies Act, £11,593 to groups 
of holders in clubs not registered as co-operative societies, and £18,148 to 
individual holders. At the end of the year four societies or clubs and seven 
individuals had not entirely repaid their loans. The amount outstanding was 
£5,548. 

During the year 76 vacancies of landholders' holdings on private estates 
were reported to the Department.' Of these, 66 have been let to new holders on 
landholder's tenure and three have been assigned as enlargements to existing 
holdings or have been the subject of assurances that they will be so let or 
assigned. One holding was let outwith the provisions of the Small Landholders 
(Scotland) Acts with the Secretary of State's consent, and one was retained in 
the proprietor's occupation. The remaining five were under consideration at 
the end of the year. 

Several schemes for the provision of plots have been closed down. At the 
end of the year there were 563 plots at 35 centres, totalling 319 acres. 

CHAPTER VI-LAND UTILISATION 
The continued need for maximum food production makes it imperative 

that good agricultural land should not be allowed to pass out of agricultural 
use except where the proposed development will confer a greater good upon 
the country as a whole, and where unproductive or less productive land cannot 
reasonably be used for the non-agricultural purpose in question. This is a 
cardinal feature of Government policy. Accordingly, consideration of any 
proposals for the acquisition of land for non-agricultural purposes by Govern­
ment Departments, Local Authorities and public bodies, involves consultation 
with the Department who are required to proffer advice from the agricultural 
standpoint. The Department's functions do not extend to the use of land by 
private individuals, which is subject to the procedure laid down in the Town 
and Country Planning (Scotland) Acts. 

In the exercise of these functions, the Department is in the closest contact 
with the Department of Health for Scotland (the Department responsible for 
the central administration of town and country planning and of housing), and 
during 1949 many of the proposals which came up for consideration were with­
drawn or modified to meet agricultural objections. 

Gradual progress, limited by pressure of more urgent work, has been made 
1 The Small Landholders (Scotland) Act, 1911-Scction 17. 
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in the preparation of land quality and farming types classification maps. By 
the end of the year approximately one-fifth of the work on both. sets of maps 
had been completed. About three-quarters of the farm boundartes which are 
being shown on the farming types maps had also been c'?mple~ed. . . 

The following paragraphs give details of proposals mvolvmg the diversion 
of agricultural land to other uses. 

Housing, industrial and other developmel!t.-;-The an:tount o~ land apl?ro_ved 
for housing by Local Authorities or by the Scottish Special Housmg Ass~ciatiOn, 
and for industrial development sponsored by the Board of Trade d\lrtng 194? 
totalled 1 470 acres. This excluded 84 acres already owned by certam authori­
ties. Table 11 shows how the proposals affected different categories of land. 

TABLE 11.-LAND APPROVED FOR HOUSING AND INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 
Acres 

Total Housing J Industcy 

Agricultural land : 
1,231 1,036 195 Total 

Dairy farms 158 58 100 
Arable farms 925 881 44 
Market gardens 10 10 
Allotments .. I 
Detached agricul~;al la~d (grass 

4 4 parks, etc.) 
Smallholdings II II 
Grazing land 122 76 46 

Non-agricultural land 239 196 43 

Numerous proposals involving the use of agricultural land for such purposes 
as playing-fields, schools, roads, etc., were investigated by the Department and 
every effort was made to prevent unnecessary loss ofland to farming. 

Services land requirements.-As indicated in the report for 1939-48, agree­
ment had been reached up to the end of 1948 for the use of some 57,000 acres of 
land, mainly rough grazings, for training and other purposes by the Service 
Departments. One War Office requirement, extending to 1,227 acres has since 
been cancelled. During 1949, approval was given to further proposals involving 
the use of 13,240 acres of land. Table 12 gives details of this area. 

TABLE 12.-USE OF AGRICULTURAL LAND FOR SERVICE PURPOSES 

War Office .. 
Air Ministcy 
Admiralty .• . . 
Ministcy of Supply •. 

Number of 
cases 

24 
6 

14 
I 

Acreage of land 
involved 

7,570 
400 

1,270 
4,000 

I~ these cas~s, the s.ervice Departments .either acquire the land or obtain 
the !Ight to. trat.n over 1t. A l~rge pr~portion of the land consists of rough 
grazmgs wh1ch, m most cases, WI~ contmue to be used for grazing, 

The .war Department are still carrying out training on agricultural land 
under nghts conferred by Orders made under Defence Regulations. The 
Department are consulted about the agricultural aspects of the use of land in 
this way. In 1949, 20 Ord~rs of tJ;lls kind were in operation involving an area 
of 32,500 acres, most of which agam was rough grazing which at the same timec 
continued to be used for agriculture. Arrangements were made whereby 
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training was not carried out during important periods of the hill.sheep farmers' 
year such as the lambing and tupping seasons. 

It has been agreed with the Air Ministry and the Admirl!lty that certain 
airfields which have been, or will be, acquired by these Departments and are 
now surplus to long-term flying requirements should be transferred to the owner­
ship of the Secretary of State and used for agricultural purposes .. It is expected 
that 12 airfields owned by the Air Ministry and two owned by the Admiralty 
will be transferred in this way.• Pending completion of these transactions the 
Department have accepted responsibility for all liabilities, etc.,.attaching to the 
ownership of seven of these airfields, and for the agricultural use of two more. 

Generally, where the Service Departments retain ownership of airfields for 
immediate flying use or other purposes they also retain responsibility for seeing 
that the land is used for food production as far as possible. The Department 
collaborate with the Air Ministry and the Admiralty for this purpose, and have 
in this way helped to get agricultural use made of 3, 742 acres on 16 Admiralty 
airfields, and 4,394 acres on 27 Air Ministry airfields. In addition various areas 
of other land outside airfields, totalling some 2,800 acres, have been made 
available by these Departments for food production. 

Much is being done to restore to farming use areas of land requisitioned 
during the war for the purpose of erecting defence works (including road 
blocks), gunsites, barrack huts, wireless stations, airfields, etc. The Department 
are represented on the Committee which adjudicates on the need to remove such 
works from privately owned land in Scotland. Where removal is thought to be 
necessary in the public interest the work is generally undertaken. at Government 
expense, but in certain circumstances financial assistance can be given to owners 
to help them to carry out the necessary work. During 1949, 94 cases of this 
kind were referred to the Department, and in 67 cases removal of the defence 
works was recommended either in whole or in part. 

Opencast coal mining.-The working of coal by opencast methods, adopted 
as a war-time expedient, is still carried on because of the urgent need for maxi­
mum coal production. Before land is requisitioned for this purpose the Depart­
ment are consulted about the agricultural considerations involved. Where 
work proceeds the Department make recommendations about the removal and 
storage of soil, and, subsequently, they carry out the agricultural operations 
necessary to bring the land back into effective food production after coal 
production has ceased. 

In 1949 agreement was given to six requisitions, involving 352 acres of which 
150 acres were hill grazing, and the remainder arable land. Three areas, where 
coal production had ceased and totalling 200 acres, were reseeded, but were not 
regarded as ready for derequisition. One site, which was reseeded before 1949, 
was derequisitioned. Table 13 gives a summary of the position in Scotland at 
the end of 1949. 

TABLE 13.-LAND REQUJSmONED FOR OPEN·CAST COAL MINING 

Total requisitioned since 1943 

Under requisition at 31st December, 1949: 
Total 

Re~seeded and in agricultural use 
Coal production finished •. 

, in progress 
, not yet begun .. 

Derequisitioned 
.L The Aariculturc (Scotland) Act, 19-JIJ--Section 5)1, 
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Acres 

3,866 

3,387 

• ,. 446 
846 

1,446 
649 
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Afforestation.-During the year the Department examined 70 properties 
which the Forestry Commission proposed to acquire for forestry purposes. 
In 66 cases they were able to agree to the proposals subject, in certain cases, 
to reservations or adjustments affecting the areas to be planted. These proper­
ties included either wholly or in part 21 hill sheep farms comprising some 
48,000 acres and some 18,000 acres of existing or felled woodland. Purchase 
was not effected in all cases. 

During 1949 the total area actually acquired for afforestation was 35,637 
acres. Of this area the Secretary of State directed that 14,728 acres should be 
placed at the disposal of the Forestry Commission. Management of the remain­
ing 20,909 acres was undertaken by the Department. In addition, some 5,226 
acres ofland on forestry estates acquired prior to 1949, and so far managed by 
the Department, were also placed at the disposal of the Commission during the 
year. · 

The Department were consulted about ten proposals which involved the 
inclusion of agricultural land in the Forestry Commission's scheme for dedica­
tion and planting of private woodlands, and in eight of these cases agreed that 
the areas offered should be planted. In the remaining cases the proposals were 
accepted subject to certain modifications. · 

Restoration of Ploughed-up Grassland 

In 1947 the Department announced that, with a· view to settlement by 
agreement, they would be prepared to entertain claims covering the restoration 
of golf courses, public parks, playing fields and recreation grounds which had 
been ploughed up under formal direction or at the request of Agricultural 
Executive Committees during the war. For the purpose of examining each case 
on its merits, a small Departmental Committee was set up in January, 1948. 
Claims in respect of 24 golf courses and one playing field were received during 
1949, making, together with previous claims, a total of 70 (58 golf courses and 
12 playing fields) up to the end of the year. Settlement was adjusted with the 
claimants in 32 cases, the awards amounting to some £8,770 as against £34,600 
claimed. Up to the end of the year, payment of £15,700 had been made for a 
total of 56 claims amounting to £49,400. Nine cases were still under negotiation 
at the end of the year and investigations were in hand in the case of the remaining 
five claims received. 

· It was decided in April, 1948, to entertain claims for compensation for 
permanent pasture, such as policy parks, which had been ploughed up under 
direction, but, in the interests of good husbandry had been, or were about to 
be, reseeded to permanent pasture. Five of the 12 claims first submitted were 
under consideration at the beginning of 1949, and in two of these cases the 
claimants have failed so far to support their applications or to renew their 
claims. Two more claims were lodged during 1949 and one of these was subse­
quently withdrawn. Thus, four claims were considered during the year in all of 
wh!ch cases ~twa~ decided that no allowance was payable. The two unsupported 
cla1ms remamed m abeyance. 

Allotments 

As in previous years. the_ Department c~llected returns showing the number 
of allotments under cultlvatwn at 30th April, 1949. The results compared with 
those for 1948, are summarised in Table 14. 
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TABLE 14.-All.oTMEN'Ill UNDER CULTIVATION 

At 30th April 

Total •. 

Provided by : Local Authorities 
Private arrangement 
Education Authorities 
Navy .• 
Army •• 
Air Force 
Railway Executive 

1949 

44,349 

19,632 
13,283 
3,549 
1,429 
1,200 
1,520 
3,736 

1948 

46,591 

20,834 
13,259 
3,014 

'2,751 
·I ,850 
1,080 
3,803 

Number 

The decrease of 2,242 in the number of allotments under cultivation is mainly 
due to (a) land previously used for allotments having been taken over for hous­
ing purposes, and (b) the reduction in the number of men and women in the 
Services. · 

· A grant of £600 was made to the Scottish Allotments and Gardens Society 
for administrative purposes with an additional grant of £250 to assist the Society 
in their winter campaign of lectures and film shows. 

CHAP1ER Vll-LAND 1ENURE AND 
LAND IMPROVEMENT 

LAND TENURE 

The Agricultural Holdings (Scotland) Act, 1949, came into operation on 
24th November, 1949. This was a consolidating· measure, reproducing in a 
clear and logical manner in one statute the existing law dealing with the relation­
ship of landlords and tenants of agricultural holdings in Scotland as contained 
in the Agricultural Holdings (Scotland) Act, 1923, Part II of the Small Land­
holders and Agricultural Holdings (Scotland) Act, 1931, Part I of the Agri­
culture (Scotland) Act, 1948, and certain other enactments. · The inclusion of 
Part I of the 1948 Act does not affect the exercise by Agricultural Executive 
Committees of functions of the Secretary of State under Part I which had been 
previously delegated to them. · 

Most of the functions of the Secretary of State under Parts I' and II of the 
Agriculture (Scotland) Act, 1948 (dealing respectively with the amendment of 
the code governing the relationship between landlords and tenants of agri­
cultural holdings and with the promotion of efficiency in estate management and 
husbandry) have been delegated to the Agricultural Executive Committees. 
The Committees' operations under that Act during 1949 are described in 
Chapter II of this report. The Department's main duty has been to advise 
the Committees how to carry out their administrative responsibilities in the 
light of problems and difficulties which have arisen in particular cases. There 
are some functions, of course, which remain the direct responsibility of the 
Secretary of State. 

Notices to quit.-The function of giving or withholding consent to notices 
to quit in cases where land is required for agricultural research, education, 

1 Now included in the Agricultural HoldinJP (Scotland) Act: 1949. 
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......... -
experiment or demonstration has not been del~gat~d to the Agri~ultural Execu­
tive Committees.' During the year three apphcattons were rece1ved. Consent 
was given in one case and withheld in another and the remaining application 
was under consideration at the end of the year. 

Defence Regulation 62 (4A) (which required that the consent of the Secretary 
of State should be obtained to the operation of notices to quit agricultural 
holdings in cases where the land had been sold subsequent to 3rd September, 
1939) was revoked from 1st November, 1948, except for notices given prior to 
that date. During the year, 18 applications were considered, bringing the total 
number received during the period the Regulation was effective to 325. Consent 
was given in 131 of these cases and refused in 151. The remaining 43 applications 
were withdrawn. 

Short term tenancies.-The Secretary of State has also remained responsible 
for applications by Service and other Government Departments for approval 
to the letting of agricultural land for less than one year.' Sixty-six applications 
involving land at airfields and land required for trunk road improvements, 
etc., were r~ived during 1949. Approval was given in 55 cases and 
withheld in six. At the end of the year five applications were outstanding. 

Arbitrations.~ The panel of arbiters, after revision in October, 1948,' 
contained 175 members. Of these, one has since died and one has been 
appointed to the Scottish Land Court, leaving 173 effective members. 

During 1949, arbiters were appointed by the Secretary of State in 36 cases. 
Revision of rent was in question in 13 of these arbitrations, 22 were concerned 
with claims and other matters arising out of the tenancy or in connection with 
the holding, and one was in connection with securing a written lease. The 
Department issued 13 orders to arbiters extending the time for the issue of their 
awards. The appointment of the arbiter in one case was revoked, at the 
arbiter's own request, by both parties and by the Secretary of State. 

Records of holdings.-The form in which records must be made is specified 
in new regulations which came into operation on 5th January, 1949.' Recorders 
were nominated by the Secretary of State in 214 cases. The nomination of the 
recorder was recalled in five cases, three at the recorder's own request and the 
other two at the request of the parties. 

Residual values of fertilisers and feeding-stu.ffs.-During the year a specialist 
committee was appointed by the Secretary of State to report on methods of 
calculating the residual values of fertilisers and feeding-stuffs and to fix tables 
of such values annually. The first report of the committee and tables of values 
for the current year were published in October, 1949.' 

LAND IMPROVEMENT 
Land drainage 

Abnormal rainfall in August, 1948, led to extensive flooding in South-east 
Scotian~ over. an area of some 1,750 square miles, and, although there was no 
Joss of hfe, ~despread damage wa~ d~ne t~ agricultural property. The flood 
damage repa1_r work, the cost of wh1ch !s bem_g m~t from public funds, imposed 
a heavy stram upo~ the Department s engmeenng and administrative staff. 
The work was earned out under the direct supervision of the Department's 
~ngin~~s. Over 10~ machines belonging to private contractors were employed, 
m add1t10n to machmery owned by the Department. Some work was also done 

1 Section 7 (3) (b) of the Agriculture (Scotland) Act, 1948, now Section 26 (I) (b) of the A ... ..:-.lturat Holdings 
(Scotland) Act, 1949. ... ........ 

:: Section 11 of the Agriculture (Scotland) Act, 1948, now Section 2 of the Agricultural Holdinp (Scotland) 
Ad,1949. 
Ac~ ~~~n 23 of the Agriculture (Scotland) .,.d, 1948, now Scc:lion 76 of the Agricultural Holdinas (Scotland) 

• The Agricultural Records (Scotland) Regulations., 1948 
6 LeaHet No. II (New Series). ' 
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by proprietors with the aid of I 00 per cent. grants. Altogether remedial works 
were carried out on about 170 miles of the rivers Tweed, Whiteadder, Black­
adder, Leader, Gala, Eddleston, Ale (Roxburgh), Eye, Ale (Berwickshire) 
Tyne and Biel, and of tributaries of these rivers. Expenditure up to 31st 
December, 1949, amounted to £469,476 of which £28,243 went to meet claims 
for work executed privately by land-owners. The work was nearing com­
pletion at the end of the year.' 

Land drainage schemes.-ln addition to this flood damage restoration work, 
drainage work under various statutory provisions was carried out during the 
year. In some cases the work was done by the Department ; in others, land­
owners carried it out with the aid of grants from the Department. Such grants 
were at the rate of 50 per cent. of the ap~roved cost. 

Grants amounting to £428,220 were approved for 6,386 cases of field, bill 
and arterial drainage work.' In all, 6,489 applic1tions for assistance were 
received. Grants paid numbered 4,042 and amounted to £255,732 and the 
area improved by this work was 55,613 acres of arable land and 200,304 acres of 
hill land. Included in the applications were 339 relating to work on water 
courses. Of these, 226, estimated to cost £70,261 and to improve 13,942 acres, 
were approved for grant. Details of grants paid and acreages improved are 
given by counties in Appendix 4, Table I. 

Work was completed during the year on the River Kelvin drainage scheme 
at a cost of £45,000. Maintenance work costing £458 was also carried out on 
the Annan, Clyde and Kelvin schemes.• 

Maintenance work costing £1,864 was carried out on nine other schemes 
previously completed.' The River Annan (No. 2) scheme, which is nearing 
completion, is the last of the ten undertaken under this statutory authority. 

On the basis of voluntary co-operation with owners or occupiers, the 
Department undertook 42 drainage schemes in 1949 benefiting 2,696 acres at a 
cost of £13,923.' Two schemes were also completed by the Department after 
directions bad been served on the proprietors by the Agricultural Executive 
Committees concerned.' These schemes improved 695 acres and cost £5,071. 
Grants of 50 per cent. of approved cost were paid towards the expenditure· on 
all these schemes. 

Land Drainage (Scotland} Committee.-This committee was appointed by 
the Secretary of State in July, 1947, under the chairmanship of Dr. Joseph 
Duncan, to consider the necessity and desirability of further large-scale drainage 
in Scotland and to make recommendations for new legislation. During the 
year the committee received evidence from a number of organisations and 
private persons and made two extensive tours of areas where difficult drainage 
conditions exist. The committee were expected to report early in 1950. 

Inland water survey.-The Department have a number of hydrological 
gauging stations on various rivers. These were maintained throughout the 
year and continuity of records preserved. The information obtained is made 
available as required to the Scottish Water Advisory Committee, to other 
Government Departments and to industrial undertakings. The cost of main­
taining this service in 1949 amounted to £237. 

Hill farming improvement schemes 
Owners and occupiers of hill sheep farms are offered financial assistance 

amounting to one half of the approved cost of carrying out comprehensive 
schemes of improvement for the benefit of their farms.' Schemes may cover a 

1 A fu11er description of what was involved in this flood restoration work was published in SCCJttUh Agrlcultu,, 
Vol. XXIX, No.3, January, 1950. 

2 Section 16 of the Agriculture Act. 1937. 
3 The Land Drainage (Scotland) Acts, 1930 and 1935. 
'The Land Drainage (Scotland) Act; 1941. 
6 The Agriculture (Scotland) Ace, 1948-Scction 76. 
• Defence Regulation 62. 
'7 The Hill Farming Act, 1946. 
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wide range of improvements, such as the erection and modernisation of farm 
houses cottages and buildings, the construction and improvement of roads and 
bridge;, the provision of water and electricity supplies, the improvement of 
grazings, drainage and fencing and the planting of shelter belts.' Schemes may 
be submitted at any time until November, 1951 (i.e. within fiv~ years from the 
passing of the Act) but there is no time limit set for the carrying out of the works. 

By the end of 1949 the total number of hill farming rehabilitation schemes 
submitted in Scotland was 914. Of these 183 had been rejected, mainly because 
they did not relate to hill farming land. The remaining 731 schemes related to 
I 073 farms covering an area of some 2,500,000 acres and involved works esti­
~ated to cost about £2,750,000. At the end of the year, 153 schemes estimated 
to cost £804,571 had been formally approved, 262 schemes had been approved 
in principle and were awaiting completion of documents by the applicants, 
and 316 schemes had still to be examined. Provisional authority had been 
given to 228 applicants .whose schemes had not reached the stage of final 
approval to enable them to proceed with urgent works estimated to cost 
£255,104. An analysis of proposed schemes by counties and by the nature of 
the work is given in Appendix 4, Tables 2 and 3. 

During the year two Orders were made extending the list of items of improve­
ment eligible for inclusion in hill farming land improvement schemes. The first 
Order' added to the list the erection of new farmhouses. Previously only 
alteration, enlargement or reconditioning of existing farmhouses was eligible. 
The second Order • extended the list to cover the making or improvement of 
piers, jetties and slips. 

Muirburn 
The Hill Farming Act, 1946, amended the law relating to muirburn mainly 

by way of giving tenants the right to make muirburn notwithstanding any 
prohibitions or restrictions in their leases. A landlord who is dissatisfied with 
his tenant's proposals to make muirburn may refer the matter to the Secretary 
of State who, after making enquiries and considering representations by the 
parties interested, will give his decision in a formal direction.• Only one such 
case was referred to the Secretary of State during 1949. 

Bracken eradication 
The control of bracken has been assisted by grant since 1936. In 1949 

assistance was principally given under scheme "B," whereby a proportion not 
greater than half the cost of cutting bracken by any approved means is refunded 
to applicants. The origi_nal schem!l " A/' under. whic~ half the cost of privately 
purchased bracke!l-cutting ~achmes IS refuJ!ded, JS. now being wound up 
although some ass1stance of th1s sort has been giVen durmg the year. Particulars 
by counties of acreage cut and grants paid are given in Appendix 4, Table 4. 

Improvement of Land Acts, 1864 and 1899 
During the year the Department issued seven orders under these Acts 

provisionally sanctioning an aggregate expenditure of £8 208 on works of 
improvement. On ~ompletion. of improvements provi;ionally approved, 
absolute orders w~re 1ssued creatmg rent charges against the estates concerned 
for a total expenditure of £18,286. Orders were issued in seven cases releasing 
from the charges under the absolute orders certain lands which the landowners 
had sold. · 

Fertilisers 
The ~se of fertiliser~ during .1949 again showed an increase compared with 

the prev10us year. The mcrease IS marked in the case of potash and phosphates. 
1 A fu11 !Ut of lh:c 13 separate items of improvement is given in the Fint Schedule to the Act 
'The Hill Famuns Improvements Order, 1949. · 
3 The Hill Fanniua Improvements (Piers, etc.) Order, 1949. • Section 24 of the Act. 
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There was, however, a very slight drop in the use of nitrogenous fertilisers. 
. Tab!~ 15 gives details of fertilisers used during 1948/49 in comparison with 
the previous year. 

Lime 

Total 

Compounds 
Supetphosphates 
Nitrogen (tons N) 

TABLE 15.-CONSUMPTION OF FERTILISERS 

Year ended 30th June 

1948/49 

916,123 

437,512 
313,985 
28,769 

Potash (tons K,O) .. 00 42,357 
Basic Slags . . · 93,500 

Tons 

1947/48 

815,921 

406,257 
274,417 

29,153 
32,517 
73,577 l 

Subsidies are available for the delivery and spreading of lime on agricultural 
land, and a delivery and spreading service operated by many contractors con­
tinued to find favour with Scottish farmers. This service, allied to the grants 
for the application of lime available under the Marginal Agricultural Production 
Scheme and accompanied by propaganda designed to make farmers lime 
conscious, has resulted in a remarkable increase in the use of lime. Con­
sumption has increased steadily during the last ten years, and at 732,100 tom 
during the year ended 31st May, 1949, was about 100,000 tons more than in 
the previous year and over three times more than pre-war. Production of lime 
in Scotland has also increased, and, at 436,800 tons during 1948/49 was about 
four times as great as in pre-war days. 

Grassland development 
in the endeavour to secure increased output of livestock and livestock pro­

ducts, and particularly to increase supplies of winter keep and of home-grown 
protein, much more attention is now being paid to the management and im­
provement of grass land. The process of reseeding old and inferior grazings 

. has continued, but as a result of experience greater emphasis is being placed 
on the application of adequate dressings of lime and artificial fertilisers, and on 
the more efficient use of the increased production which follows such treatment. 
This includes better grazing control, permitting more stock to be carried and 
waste to be avoided, and better conservation of surplus summer grass for 

.. winter use. Farmers are becoming increasingly grass conscious and more 
disposed to respect grass as they would an arable crop .. This involves more 
frequent application of fertilisers and increased labour costs, but the greater 
stock carrying capacity that results is enough to justify these outlays. 

During 1949 about twice the amount of grass silage was made as in the 
previous year. Previously grass silage was most popular on larger dairy farms, 
but a better realisation of its yalue, and increased mechanical equipment for 
collecting the cut grass, has made it more popular on smaller dairy farms. 
Farmers who breed and rear and also feed beef cattle are also giving it a trial, 
some going in for it on a substantial scale. Experience indicates that it is 
excellent for breeding cows and store cattle. On fattening farms it is also a 
useful feed but it has yet to be proved that it is as effective as the traditional 
oat straw and roots, although it may well replace part at least of these with 
financial advantage. 

As an alternative method of conservation, grass drying made considerable 
advances in 1949, although the dry summer weather restricted the quantity of 

• Revised figure. 
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dried grass that could be produced during July and August. Some driers had 
to be closed down during that period. Several new driers were installed and 
three co-operative grass drying plants were in operation. 

Financial assistance towards the cost of setting up grass-drying plants is 
available under two schemes introduced during the year. Under the first of 
these, 1 grants or loans may be made to assist in the establishment of collective 
projects for the artificial drying of grass or forage crops as a service to farmers. 
To qualify for assistance, projects must come into operation before 1st June, 
1951. Three applications for grants and loans have been approved under the 
scheme. The second scheme • makes loans available to any person towards the 
capital expenses of grass or forage crop drying projects established before 1st 
June, 1951. Three applications under this latter scheme were under con­
sideration at the end of the year. 

CHAPTER VITI-CROP IMPROVEMENT 

The year 1949 has been marked by several developments designed to raise 
still further the quality of Scottish crops. The standards for seed potato 
certificates have been tightened up, and a ·new scheme for virus-tested stocks 
will be introduced in 1950. New special stock classes have been introduced for 
·strawberry runners and raspberry canes and a certification scheme for oats will 
be introduced next year. Details of these changes, and of schemes and duties 
which have continued largely unaltered, are ·given in the following paragraphs. 

Seed Testing , 
An important part of crop improvement work is the testing of seeds. 

Statutory requirements for seeds are laid down in Regulations made under the 
Seeds Act of 1920, and it is a responsibility of the Secretary of State to see that 
seeds offered for sale fulfil these requirements. 

During the year ended 31st July, 1949, and in course of inspections, 124 
samples of clover, grass, root, vegetable and cereal seeds were taken from stocks 
in 72 retail premises and tested at the Seed Testing Station. Two samples were 
found to be outside the statutory limits of latitude so far as germination was 
concerned and one on the grounds of purity. The sellers of these seeds were 
warned. Five licensed seed testing stations were inspected and 78 samples taken 
for official test. Two of these samples were found to fail in the germination teSt 
and the firms concerned were asked to retest. Two alleged contraventions of 
the Act concerning seed potatoes were being investigated at the end of the year. 

Other sampling work done by the Seed Testing Station included testing seeds 
for sowing '!n lands in the owner~hip or occupation of the Secretary of State, 
an!l t~e testmg of rye-grass and timothy seed for the purposes of price deter­
mmatl0n.3 

In all, during the year under review, nearly 19,000 samples were submitted 
for test. This number included 6,867 samples of cereal seed, 518 of forage seed, 
3,333 of root and vegetable seed, 2, 752 of clover seed, 5 186 of grass seed 24 of 
linseed and 183 of tree seeds. ' ' · 

Plant registration 
An~ther imporl!lnt duty in. the realm of C~OJ;l improvement is the making of 

field tnals to estabhsh the ments of new or extstmg varieties or strains of plantS. 
1 The Grass and Forage Crop _Co-operative _Dryi~g (Fln_ancial Assistance) (Scotland) Scheme 1949 and the. 

G:-ss lnd Forase Crop Co-operative J?ryrng (FmanCJal Assastance) (Scotland) (No, 2} Scheme 1949 • 
'The Grau and Forage Crop Drymg (LoaiU) (Scotland) Scheme 1949 ' • 
• The Grass Seed (Growers' Fixed. Prices) (Scotlaad) Order, 1949: • 
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Work done at the Plant Registration Station ,at East Craigs dudng 1949 was 
plincipally concerned with potatoes, oats and grasses.. . .,, , ., ... , . _ . 
· Potatoes.-Table 16 shows the results of potate registration trials conducted 

during 1949. · · · ·- • · · . · •·• . 

TABLB:l6.-RF.sULi OF POT~TO.REG~~~~· ~-~·;,: ... ' 

.. · ·. •;:.·· ,Namberofvarieties 

Under I Recommended for ·1· Not recommended 
test further trial . "for.further trial 

Preliminary re!iiStration (first year) 
trials .

.. I .. . 
22• . .. 13- . . . " . . '. 9 

Maturity and yield (second year) 
trials -.• 

Extended maturity and yield (third 
year) trials .. 

Extended maturity and yield (fourth 
year) trials .. 

6 

I 

r' • . . •. , 

2 :. ! 
4 

' ;: 

. ,: .. :! :, . ·: 

'•: 
I ~ . ' . ; I I 

. . . . ' . ~ I' , 'I,':, 

Aft.;_ careful ~onsideration of ail the report~ ori the tw~. ~a~Utie~i~ the extended 
maturity and yield trials .in 1949 the Potato Registratiol:\ ,<;qnunittee decided 
that .. neither could be. recommended for regist~atiOI);, . .One of, the seedlings 
(1092a (4)) was thought tq be worth a further (fourth year) tri;il jn 1950, but the 
othe.r (834c (29)) was not sufficiently outstanding to· deserve_f\lrther considera-
tion. . , , .. . ... , , , .. , ... 

With the agreement of the Ministry of Agriculture an\~ ,Fishe_ries, seedlings 
from English breeders will be a~pted.infut\lre for el]trY in,~ full Scottish 
trials, The English official wart disease immunit}l trials will l;>e discc;mtinued. 

As· in previous years, facilities were provided for testing samples of new 
seedling potatoes in the first or second year of their existence so as to be able to 
eliminate at an early stage varieties found to be ·susceptible to wart disease. 
Eight breeders took advantage of this service. Of the 260 samples they sub­
mitted, 26 were found to be susceptible to wart disease. Blight testing facilities 
were also continued, and one breeder submitted eight samples for test. All of 
these were found on test to be resistant in the foliage to the common strain of 
blight, and, in addition, one was also resistant ih the tuber. Reports on the 
results of all these tests were issued to the breeders . 

.. Oais.-A- trial oat inspection scheme was carried out .in 1948, and more 
extensive trials were conducted in 1949, to obtain fl!rther d~ta on suitable field 
and other standards for a proposed official scheme t'onhe inspection of elite 
crops of oats of selected varieties. . . . . . . . . .. . . 
· . After considering the results of these trials it was decided to introduce such 
a scheme in 1950. The scheme will be confined to selected varieties of oats, and 
certificates will be issued concerning their purity, trueness' to variety, germination 
and health. · · · · 

The terms of the scheme have been drawn up iii consultation with the Oats 
SU:bcCommittee of the Plant Registration Committee and' witlnepresentatives 
of the growers' and trade organisations. · ··"· · · · 

Grasses.-The Turnips and Grasses Sub-Coinmitte~; iJ( th~J>hnt Registra­
tion Committee propose to prepare, for the guidance of.gro.wer~,.a classified list 
and description. of varieties of grasses at present in commercial 1;1se-in Scotland. 
With this in view seeds of various strains of cocksfoot, timotiJy, and ryegrass 
have been sown at East Craigs during the past three seasoi}S, l!nd the plots are .... -
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being kept under observation for purposes of comparison and classification. 
In other plots, random samples (16 plants of each strain, grown from the same 
seed as that used for the former plots) were planted out singly so that the type 
and habit within each strain could be better assessed. 

To assist the Sub-Committee in their work, the three agricultural colleges in 
Scotland have undertaken to carry out co-ordinated yield trials of certain strains 
of grasses in their respective areas, under as many. different soil and climatic 
conditions as possible. 

Certification schemes 
Perhaps the best known of the Department's crop improvement duties are 

those connected with the inspection and certification of growing crops. Certified 
Scottish seed potatoes in various grades have been available to _commercial 
growers, gardeners and allotment holders for many years, and more recently 
growers have been able to obtain certified stocks of soft fruit and shallots. 
During the past year it has been possible to improve further the standards apply­
ing to all these stocks. 

Potatoes.-For 1949, only crops grown from certified stock seed, or from 
approved foundation stocks, were accepted for stock seed inspection. The 
necessary conditions for " A " grade certification were tightened up by the 
introduction of a separate tolerance of 2 per cent. for mild mosaic, and by the 
restriction of roguing to a limit of 5 per cent. The inspection fees for both stock 
seed and ordinary inspection were increased to cover rising costs. 

The number of applications for inspection received was 9,584. These 
covered 106,763 acres of potatoes, of which 86,013 acres were of varieties 
immune to wart disease. To assist in the inspection of the crops, 192 temporary 
inspectors were trained and employed. The usual register of crops inspected and 
certified was issued in October, 1949. 

Table 17 summarises the results of the 1949 inspections. Further details by 
varieties, and particu.lars of the conditions for each grade, are given in Appen­
dix 5, Table I. 

TABU! 17.-SEED POTATO INSPI!CilON, 1949 
Acres 

Certificate granted 
Area No 

inspected Stock Grade grade 
Seed "A" "Hu B 

(" S.S."') report 

Total .. .. 106,763 11,720 71,681 16,551 721 6,090 

Immune varieties .. 86,013 7,620 57,062 15,606 605 5,120 

Non~immune varieties 20,750 4,100 14,619 945 116 970 

To complement the excellent work being done by private breeders measures 
have been taken by the Department since 1947 to produce virus-tested stocks of 
potatoes. The Department's main nursery centre is in Lanarkshire and in 1949 
ten acres were rented at farms in Angus, Lanark and Peebles. The conditions 
~nd s~ndards ;whic~ it is pr?PC?Sed. to app!y in operating a scheme for the 
!nspectlon, certification and dtstnbutton of v_trus-t~sted stocks of seed potatoes 
m !950 have b~n drawn up after consultation Wtth all the interested parties. 
This. schem~ wtll further enhance the reputation of Scottish seed potatoes by 
rnakmg avatlabl~ t~ growers ~f the mo_st popul~r commercial varieties-especi­
ally of those vanetles suscepttble to mtld mosruc-new stocks which have been 
tested throughout and found to be free from virus infection . . 

42 



The voluntary sealing service at the disposal of the seed potato growers' 
associations was also continued. The object of the service is to show that 
consignments of seed potatoes have been officially examined, certified and sealed 
before. dispatch. The conditions of the scheme for the 1948/49 season were 
substantially the same as those which applied in the previous year. The inspec­
tion and sealing fee was kept at Is. 6d. per ton for both stock seed and grade A 
seed. . 

The Ross-shire, Moray and Nairn, and Strathallan (Perthshire) associations 
participated in the scheme. Between January and April, 1949, 349 consignments 
representing 2,510 tons of seed were found to attain the requisite standards and 
were certified and sealed. Only II consignments involving 132 tons were refused 
certification. 

It was decided to continue the service on similar conditions. during 1949/50. 
In addition to the three associations mentiOI'led above, the Aberdeenshire Seed 
Potato Growers' Association agreed to participate. The inspection fee for grade 
A seed remained at Is. 6d. per ton, but the fee for stock seed was· raised to 
2s. 6d. per ton. The scheme was put·into operation in October and up to the 
end of the year 220 consignments; representing I ,685 tons of seed, were passed 
and ~ealed, while five consignments involving 27 tons were refused certification. 

In January, 1949, the service was extended to growers outside the association 
areas who were sending stock seed consignments to England and Wales. The . 
inspection fee was Is. 6d. per ton. Partly because of a glut on the stock seed 
market as a result of which stock seed was being sold at grade A prices or even 
lower, and partly for other reasons, little use was made of this extended service. 
However, the service has been continued for stock seed consignments for sale 
in Scotland as well as in England for 1949/50 at an increased fee of 2s. 6d. per 
ton inspected, and up to the end of the year the demand for sealing was greater 
than in the previous loading season. 

Soft fruits and shallots.-The schemes for the inspection and certification of 
. strawberry and raspberry plants, blackcurrant bushes and shallots were con­
tinued.' A special certificate was introduced for strawberry and raspberry 
stocks which were the progeny of plants found on testing to be free from virus 
infection. 

The number of applications received and the number of certificates issued, 
are shown in Table 18. The two sets of figures are not strictly related, since an 
application may cover two or more stocks. Details of the stocks inspected and 
certified are given in Appendix 5, Table 2. 

TABLE 18.-SOFT FRUIT AND SHALLOTS CERTIFICATION SCHEMES 
Number. 

Applications I Certificates issued 

I 1949 I 1948 I 1949 1948 

· Strawberries .. .. .. 149 190 144 128 

Raspberries • .. .. . . 49 52 46 40 

Black currants .. .. .. 64 57 S4 48 

Shallots .. .. .. . . 26 IS 22 12 

Commercial control. 
Apart from duties under the Orders restricting the import of certain plants,' 
1 The Sale of Strawberry Plants and Blackcurrant Bushes (Scodand) Order, 1947, forbids the •ale of u.oc:crtiBcd 

strawberry plants or blackcurrant bushes. . 
z The Importation of Plants (Scotland) Orden, made under the DeslniCtlvc ln!oCCts and Pests Acts, 1877 to 

1927. 
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the Secretary of State is responsible for the examination of Sco~tis_h applications 
for import licences' f!lr nursery stock, etc., and for the submiSSion of recom­
mendations to the licensing Department both on individual applications and on 
the general reg\llation of this branch of the import trade. · He has also to ensure 
that exporters of plants and seeds comply with the regulations of the importing 
country and are· issued with the necessary certificates. 

Imports.-The import of nursery stock from Holland, Belgium, France and 
Denmark by commercial nurserymen was allowed during the year June, 1949, to 
May, 1950, the permitted value of such imports being determined according to 
the applicant's l939 a,creage of nursery stock : 

1939 Acreage Value of permitted imports 
One acre or less . . £35 (£50 for Belgian Azalea Indica). · 
One to five acres • • £25 per acre (£30 for Belgian Azalea Indica). 
Over five acres • • £20 per acre. 

Nurserymen who bad started in business since 1939, and Local Authorities and 
similar bodies who maintained their own nurseries before the war, were also 
granted facilities to import nursery stock. Between June, 1949 and the end of 
the year the. Department bad recommended the issue of import licences for 
nursery stock in, 359 pases, mainly from Holland, valued ex-nursery at approxi­
mately £32,500. One application to import orchid plants from Siam was 
unsuccessful. · · . ~ 

The import of nursery stock from the Irish Republic by nurserymen in 
excess of the nursery acreage allowance was also permitted. Between June and 
December, 1949, approval .of 26 applications valued at approximately £8,000 
ex-nursery was recommended. 

In order to assist the glasshouse industry to replenish stocks, the arrange­
ments were continued by which glasshouse owners could import glasshouse 
plants and succulents from Holland in 1949/50. The maximum value of stocks 
was limited to £150 (ex-nursery) for each applicant. During 1949, recommenda­
tions were made for the· approval of applications totalling £1,740 from 37 
glasshouse owners: · 

Further arrangementS were made for the importation of seed shallots and 
onion sets from Holland during the 1949/50 season. During 1949 a total of 
38 applications to import 60 tons \Vere recommended for approval. 

In October; "1949, the condition that licences to import seeds or to buy 
scheduled seeds from gr_owers in this country would be issued only to seedsmen 
who could produce evidence of pre-war trade in the seeds in question was 
withdrawn. Since then, four new licences have been granted.' 

· Exports.-A total of 370 phytopathological certificates· for the export of 
plants. and nurse~y stock and 390 certific~tes for the export of seed potatoes 
were Issued durmg the year. · Appendix 6 gives details of these. Four 
applications for certificates .for plants and nursery stock were refused. 

The Ministry of Food agreed that the seed potato export trade would be 
· handled by private traders in 1949/50 subject to safeguards to ensure adequate 
supplies for home _planting. 

CHAPTER IX-IMPROVEMENT OF LIVE STOCK 
Horses 

L!cens(ng.--On. l~t. January, .1~49, certain changes in the law governing 
the licensmg of stallions came mto force, and from that date, with certain 

...... . l The A~llural ~~d. Vegetable Seeds Order, 1941. 
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exceptions, all stallions of the prescribed age (two years old and over) must be 
licensed.' The exceptions include Shetland ponies and stallions foaled before 
1st January, 1945. Stallions in the excepted classes must be licensed if they are 
travelled for breeding purposes or if it is intended that they should be used for 
breeding purposes away from their owner's premises. Unless it is revoked, a 
licence granted after 1st January, 1949, remains in force for the life of the 
stallion. The owner of a stallion has the right of appeal against the decision to 
refuse or to revoke a licence. Arrangements have been made for annual inspec­
tions in accordance with the Acts. In exceptional circumstances permits may be 
granted enabling stallion owners to retain unlicensed stallions entire, normally 
for purposes other than breeding. 

During the 1949 season, 270 applications for licences were received of which 
251 were granted, including two on appeal. Ten applications were withdrawn; 
four were refused because of disease and four because of defective or inferior 
conformation or physique ; while a permit was granted in one case. One 
application for a permit was refused. The total number of appeals was ten. 
Particulars by breeds are given in Appendix 7, Table 1. 

Highland Pony Improvement Scheme.-The demand from the Congested 
Districts for Highland Pony stallions from the Department's stud again declined 
in 1949. This reflects the general reduction in the number of agricultural work 
horses. The service fees were £1 5s. per mare to crofters and small farmers and 
£3 per mare to other persons. . 

Six stallions were travelled in Caithness, Ross-shire (Kyle), Orkney, Skye, 
North and South Uist and Benbecula. These stallions served 101 mares, 
compared with 240 mares served by 9 stallions in 1948. A further 38 mares were 
served by six stallions standing at the Department's stud farm at Beechwood, 
Inverness, compared with 54 mares served by the same number of stallions in 
1948. In addition, two stallions were hired to the Highland Pony Society. One 
of these was travelled by the Society in Wester Ross and Sutherland, and the 
other in England. 

Shetland Pony Improvement Scheme.-Five stallions, selected by the Shetland 
Pony Stud-Book Society and ,approved by the Department were travelled in 
Unst, Veensgarth and Walls. Altogether 113 selected mares were served. A 
grant of £20 was paid by the Department in respect of each stallion. The 
owners were charged a nominal fee of lOs. per mare and these fees were retained 
by the grooms as their remuneration. The cost of transport and insurance of 
the stallions was met by the Society. 

Heavy Horse Breeding Scheme.-In 1949 grants amounting to approxi­
mately £3,425 were offered to help approved heavy horse breeding societies to 
hire stallions of good quality. Grants fall into three categories : direct grants, 
payable up to a maximum of £40 per stallion if 40 or more mares are served; 
premium grants of the same maximum amount per stallion, payable to allow 
" small farmer " members to have their mares served at reduced cost ; and 
Island grants, to assist societies operating in the Islands to transport stallions 
from the mainland. 

Fifty-five applications for grants were reeeived, of which three were subse­
quently withdrawn and one was refused. 

Late payments made in 1949 brought the total sum paid in grants under 
the 1948 Scheme to £2,574. 

· Additional assistance for heavy horse breeding is given by the Racecourse 
Totalisator Charity Trust. In 1949, 15 heavy horse breeding societies in Scotland 
benefited in this way, the total amount disbursed being £1,300. 

1 The Horse Breedina: Rules, 1948, made under the Hone Brcedina Ad. 1918, as amended by Part U of tho 
Animals Act. 1948. . 
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Cattle 
Bull Licensing.-At present in Scotland there is only one type of bull licence. 

Under new regulations which it is proposed to bring into operation on I st 
June, 1950, there will, in future, be five types of licence-two for beef bulls, 
two for dairy bulls which will be based on the milk yield and butter-fat records 
of certain ancestors and a general licence. The regulations were framed after 
discussions with the principal Scottish cattle breeding societies and other 
agricultural interests.' . . . . 

Particulars of the numbers of bulls licensed and rejected m 1949 are g~ven 
in Appendix 7, Table 2.' 

During the year 25 owners were convicted of keeping bulls which had 
attained the prescribed age without having a licence or permit while one owner 
was convicted for failing to comply with the terms of notice refusing a licence. 

A small advisory panel was set up to advise the Secretary of State on appli­
cations for permits. for experimental breeding purposes.• 

Cattle breeding schemes.-The Department continued their practice of 
lending bulls to township and similar committees in the Congested Districts. 
Under this scheme committees are responsible for the care and maintenance of 
the bulls for two or three years, the period varying according to the breed of 
the animal. The bulls are delivered free of charge to the nearest or most 
convenient railway station or steamer port, the only charge falling on committees 
being for insurance against death by accident and against third party risks for 
a sum not exceeding £1,000. Particulars of. bulls supplied are shown in 
Appendix 7, Table 3. 

As in previous years, grants were made to approved township committees 
or societies throughout Scotland which provided, either by purchase or other 
arrangement, bulls approved by the Department for the service of cows belong­
ing to their members. This scheme is commonly known as the Premium Bulls 
Scheme. The 1949 scheme differed from those in operation in previous years 
mainly by providing for an increased total grant per bull of £130 (spread over 
four years) and by advancing the dates of payment of instalments of grant. 
Particulars of grants paid are given in Appendix 7, Table 4. 

Sheep 
Sheep breeding schemes.-The object of these schemes is the improvement 

of sheep in the Highland counties. In 1949, 1,050 Blackface and Cheviot rams 
(as compared with 1,148 in 1948) were hired to approved committees for the 
service season. The fee payable was £4 per ram, £1 5s. of which was refunded 
when the ram was returned to the Department's Stud Farm. The Department 
also offered grants to committees towards the cost of hiring Blackface Cheviot 
and Border Leicester rams from neighbouring farms or clubs. The ~aximum 
grant payable in respect of each of these rams was £2 lOs., and 457 rams were 
hired as compared with 436 in 1948. Particulars of the distribution of the 
rams are given in Appendix 7, Table 5. 

In order to assist in the maintenance of the Shetland breed assistance was 
~gain ?ffered to small farmers in Zetland to purchase pure-bred Shetland rams, 
mcl~ding ram l~mbs. The rate of grant :was one-half of the purchase price, 
subject to a maxtmum of £2 per ram. Dunng the year grants amounting to £84 
were paid towards the purchase of 49 rams. 

The Dep~rtment. also contin~ed the spec_ial scheme for the improvement of 
sheep stock m Lew1s and Harr~s under which a nu~ber of good commercial 
ra~ lambs we~e sold to townships a~ £2 PC:r ram, this charge including cost of 
delivery. Dunng the year 22 comnnttees m Lewis and nine in Harris bought 
42 and 32 ram lambs respectively. 

1 lhc Agriculture (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act. 1944-Secti.on 6 
• lmprovel'llCnt of Live Stock (Licensing of Bulls) Act. 1931. ' 
IJmprovcmcot of Live Stock (Lic:ensios of Bulls) Act, 1931--Soction 4 (4), 
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Pigs 
Boar licensing.-Fresh Regulations, in replacement of those operative since 

1_946, ~ave been i~sued concerning the licensinjl of boars. The new Regula­
tions 1 mclude revised procedure for the markmg of boars for licensing pur­
poses and the licensing of boars brought into Scotland. 

Particulars of boars licensed and rejected in 1949 are given in Appendix 7 
Table 6. Six owners were convicted during the year of keeping boars which had 
attained the prescribed age but for which no licence or permit was in force. 

Pig Breeding Scheme.-As in previous years grants were made to committees 
or societies throughout Scotland which provided, by purchase or other arrange­
ment, boars approved by the Department for the service of sows belonging to 
their members. Grants were also made to individual owners of approved 
boars in districts where it had been found impracticable to form a society. 

The 1949 scheme differed from those in operation in previous years in that 
the first year's grant was payable as soon as a boar was provided and the second 
year's grant, also paid in advance, was increased from one-fourth to one-third 
of the price or value of the boar. A total grant of £25 per boar may be earned 
over two years. Particulars of the grants paid are given in Appendix 7, Table 7. 

Poultry 
. Scheme for the Accreditation of Poultry Breeding Stations.-The object of 

this scheme is to provide information about reliable breeders from whom 
poultry (including ducks and turkeys) of good quality may be obtained with a 
minimum of risk as regards disease. A Register of Accredited Poultry Breeding 
Stations and Accredited Poultry Hatcheries (see below) is compiled yearly and 
is widely circulated. The annual period of accreditation runs from 1st December 
to 30th November. Accredited station holders receive free veterinary services 
and may qualify for extra rations of feeding-stuffs. 

For 1949 the scheme was continued unchanged except that a special 
" breeders" grade was introduced. During the year, 1,334 applications were 
received for the General and the Breeders Grade ; of these 999 were fully 
approved (including 52 in the Breeders Grade), 210 were placed on probation 
and 125 were refused or withdrawn. 

Standard bred poultry (exhibition stock).-Breeders of exhibition poultry 
which conformed to standards laid down by the specialist breed clubs and 
endorsed by the Poultry Club and whose stocks were considered suitable by the 
Department were also given the benefits available to accredited station holders. 
In 1949, 13 breeders of exhibition stock were approved. 

Accredited Hatcheries Scheme.-Under the 1949/50 scheme there were 
33 applications from hatcheries for accreditation. Of these 29 were accredited, 
three were placed on probation and one was refused accreditation. 

Highland Poultry Improvement Scheme.-This scheme is designed to improve 
poultry stocks (including ducks and turkeys) in Argyll, Caithness, Inverness, 
Ross and Cromarty, Sutherland and Zetland. A bonus of Is. 3d. per dozen for 
hatching eggs and 2s. 6d. per dozen for day-old chicks was paid in 1949 to approved 
station-holders for sales at prescribed maximum prices. Bonuses paid amounted 
to £15 for 103 dozen eggs and 70 dozen day-old chicks. Under the scheme for 
1950, 13 applications have been received; six of these have been approved and 
seven placed on probation. 

Outbreaks of fowl pest.-An outbreak of fowl pest at Stromness, Orkney, 
was confirmed on 6th September, 1949, and was followed by a series of outbreaks 
in the Orkney Islands and in other islands and coastal districts throughout 
Scotland. In all, about 200 outbreaks were confirmed. The disease is com-

' The Improvement of Live Stock (Liconsins of Boan) (Scotland) Rcsulations, 1949 
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pulsorily notifiable to the police. Measures for dealing with it were take~?- by 
the Ministry of Agriculture af!-d Fisheries who ar~ responsible for 1!-n.n?al 
health throughout Great Britam. These measures mcluded the proh1b11Ion 
of the movement of Jive or dead poultry from Orkney into any other part of 
Great Britain. The restrictions were finally removed on 22nd December, 1949. 

Goats 
Goat Breeding Scheme.-The Department offered grants to approved 

committees or societies and in certain circumstances to individuals, for regis­
tered stud goats of approved merit. Maximum grants for 20 services were £6 
and £10 according to the quality of the stud goat. Particulars of this scheme 
are given in Appendix 7, Table 8. 

MisceUaneous 
Stud farms.-Highlimd ponies and Highland cattle were bred and bulls 

and rams accommodated at the farms of Knocknagael, Beechwood, Balrobert 
and Balvonie, near Inverness. These animals are used in the Jive stock improve­
ment schemes previously mentioned. 

Assistance to agricultural shows.-Grants amounting to £828 were paid to 
smallholders' agricultural shows and shows at which there were classes 
confined to smallholders, and to agricultural shows in the Congested Districts 
at which there were classes confined to smaU farmers' stock. Particulars of 
the operation of the scheme are given in Appendix 7, Table 9. 

Artificial insemination of live stock.-Licences' were issued for the distri­
bution of semen from bulls kept at the centres at Hoddom Castle (Ecclefechan, 
Lockerbie, Dumfriesshire), Chapel Croft (Craibstone, near Aberdeen) and 
Southbar (lnchinnan, Renfrewshire). The first of these centres is operated by 
the Dumfriesshire Cattle Breeders Association Ltd., the second by the Aberdeen 
and District Milk Marketing Board and the third by the Scottish Milk Marketing 
Board. A further seven licences were also issued for the distribution of semen 
from dairy bulls belonging to private owners. Regulations • have been made 
which govern the payment of grants to meet initial losses incurred in the opera­
tion of centres for the artificial insemination of cattle. 

Highlands and Islands Veterinary Services Scheme.-During the year grants 
amounting to £8,869 were paid, through the appropriate County Councils, 
tow!lrds tke ~alaries of twenty-three veterinary surgeons who provided pro­
fessiOnal s~rv1ces at reduced rates to crofters, small-holders and others of like 
class in the Highlands and Islands. Particulars of the grants paid are shown 
in Appendix 7, Table 10. · 

Export and import of live stock.-The Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries 
and the Secretary of State for Scotland, with the concurrence of other Minister; 
concerned, set up a Committee under the Chairmanship of Lord Rosebery to 
enquire into the conditions governing the export of horses for work and 
slaughter. At the end of the year arrangements were being made to publish. 
the Committee's report. 

The general 9uesti?n of importing polled cattl~ (Ayrshires and Shorthorns) 
w~s under ~~ns1derat1on. by the Depar.tme~t durmg the year in consultation 
w1th the M1!11stry of Agr~culture and ~1she~tes, the Royal Highland and Agri­
cultural Soc1ety, the National Farmers Umon of Scotland and the respective 
breed societies. 

~n the D.epartment's recommendati?n, the Board of Trade granted export 
and 1m port licences for the numbers of hve stock shown in Appendix 8, Table L 

1 The Artiftda.l Insemination (Cattle and Horses) (Scotland) Regulations 1943 
:The Aariculturc (Artificiallnscmination) (Financial Matters) (Scotland) Res~tions, 1949. 
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In addition, ten licences were granted for the import of colonies, skeps, and queen 
bees to the value of £4,385 from France, Holland, Italy and Eire, and for the 
import of 680 poultry hatching eggs. · 

CHAPTER X-RURAL AND lllGHLAND DEVELOPMENT 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
Housing 

Housing is perhaps the greatest problem in rural development to-day, and 
as part of the Government's general housing programme priority bas been 
given to the housing needs of agriculture. 

Under the special programme which includes 5,100 houses to be built by 
Local Authorities for agricultural workers over the· period 1947-51, 3,600 
houses have been allocated to Local Authorities throughout the country. Up 
to 31st December, 1949, 1,040 of these houses bad been completed. It is hoped 
that the allocation of the remaining 1,500 houses will. be made in the near 
future. · · 

These houses have been offered to Local Authorities on condition that they 
will be built on sites approved by the Department and that; .on completion, 
they will be let to agricultural workers. The selection of tenants is the responsi­
bility of the Local Authority, but in order to ensure the maximum benefit to 
agriculture, Local Authorities have been asked to consult . the Agricultural 
Executive Committees on the selection of tenants. · 

The foregoing figures relate to houses erected by Local Authorities. So 
' far as private work is concerned, the Department are responsible for observing 

on the agricultural merits of applications for licences to build houses. During 
1949 they considered 606 applications to build or recondition farm workers' 
cottages or to replace unfit cottages. • These applications referred to 895 
cottages. The Department were able to support applications for 708 of the 
cottages, and approval was subsequently given for the erection of 401 new 
.houses and the reconditioning of 242 others. · 

In the present housing shortage progress on the Department's own housing 
programme bas been limited to cases of sheer necessity. · Approval was obtained 
during tbe year to the building of seven houses. 

Water Supplies and Electricity 
A census taken in September, 1948, showed that only about one-half of the 

farms in Scotland have adequate water supplies, and only about one-fifth have 
electricity. · . . · 

Since 1942 there has been an agricultural water supplies scheme for the 
purpose of providing grants-in-aid of piped water supplies .to farm land and 
buildings. During 1949, 1,176 applications were approved in respect of work 
estimated to cost £129,760. Grants actually paid during the year amounted to 
£94,960. Appendix 9 gives details of approvals by counties. 

Although the Department have no specific duties in connection with the 
supply of electricity, an approach was made during the year to.the appropriate 
electricity authority on behalf of a number of farmers whose operations depended 
upon a supply of electricity. Because of the limitations on capital expenditure 
and those imposed by material and manpower shortages the Department can 
only sponsor applications for priority of supply where electricity is essential 
for agricultural purposes. · . · · · 

1 The Housing (Agricultural Population) (Scoliand) Act, 1~.))8. 
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Telephones 
The same consideration applies also in the case of another service rendered 

by the Department, viz. the sponsoring of applications by far~ers, or those 
whose business is connected with farming, for telephone service. The Post 
Office has, since the beginning of the agricultural expansion programme, given 
priority to applications from agric'!lture, but supply difficulties-be~r~ng in 
mind the remoteness of many Scottish farms-has prevented the provision of 
telephone service as freely and quickly as could have been desired, and there 
was at the end of the year an outstanding list of some 2,500 applications. 

Rural lndusbies 
' Part of the Government's rural development policy is directed towards 

integrating suitable local industries with agriculture and forestry. Of consider­
able importance are the traditional rural crafts and the development of natural 
sources of raw materials. 

The Scottish Country Industries Development Trust, which has for its 
purpose the promotion of rural crafts and industries, is wholly financed from 
Government funds, and the Department have obtained approval for a grant 
not exceeding £17,933 to meet expenditure during the financial year ending 
31st March, 1950. The Trust's activities during 1949 covered such matters as 
instruction in welding, binder work, farriery, wrought iron and wood work, 
weaving and pottery. They investigated applications by rural craftsmen for 
assistance from the Rural Industries Loan Fund, Ltd., for building, recon­
structing or equipping rural workshops, and they assisted in the administration 
of the scheme for training apprentice blacksmiths and farriers. 

Even more closely linked to agriculture, and important for its effect on rural 
development, is the work of the Scottish Agricultural Organisation Society. 
The main function of the Society is the promotion of agricultural co-operation, 
and details of its activities can be obtained from its annual report. Grants in 
aid of the Society's work were approved for 1949 up to a maximum of £12,850. 

The Scottish coasts, particularly in the crofting counties, provide an abun­
dant harvest of seaweed, and modern scientific methods suggest that it may be 
possible to capitalise these rich natural resources. To study this question, 
the Scottish Seaweed Research Association was formed in 1944 and has been 
financed with the aid of grants from the Development Fund. During 1949 
the provisional board of the proposed Scottish Seaweed Co. Ltd. reported on 
the possibility of establishing a rock-weed harvesting, drying and grinding 
project at Lochmaddy, in North Uist. The commercial implications of the 
proposal are being further examined by the Association. 

Peat is another raw material available in quantity in Scotland, and its use 
for industrial purposes is being investigated in conjunction with the Scottish 
Home Department, the Ministry of Fuel and Power and various other inter­
ested Departments. The investigations centre in the use of peat as a primary 
fuel for electricity generation by gas-turbines, and the Department's responsi­
bility lies in investigating methods of winning, de-watering, transporting and 
handling _the peat. On ~6th September, 194?, the S~retary of State appointed 
the SC?ttls~ Peat Committee under ~he Chairmanship of Sir Edward Appleton 
to adVIse him on the survey of Scottish bogs, methods of winning and handling 
peat, a p~ogramm_e of research f~r the burning _of peat in gas turbines and the 
commercial explOitatiOn of Scottish peat deposits. A grant has been received 
from the Development Commissioners to meet the Department's share of the 
w~rk.. In addition to. the Departments mentioned above, the Department of 
Scientific and Industnal Research. the Macaulay Institute for Soil Research 
the Royal Technical College, Glasgow, and the Nature Conservancy ar~ 
collaborating in the investigations. 
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Social Services 
No programme of rural development would be complete which catered for 

the material needs of the countryside but ignored social, cultural and educa­
tional activities. 

Approval has been obtained to a grant not exceeding £3,230 from the 
Development Fund in aid of the work of the Scottish Council of Social Service 
during the year ending 31st March, 1950. In addition to organising normal 
rural social services, the Council acts in an advisory capacity on the provision 
of social amenities (e.g. village halls) and has undertaken special duties in Skye 
where a Local Council has been established. . ' 

Country folk and ex-service men and women will not need to be reminded 
of the part played in rural social life by the Scottish Women's Rural Institutes. 
The objects of the movement are the promotion of educational, recreational, 
and social activities in rural communities, and much useful· work has been 
accomplished. The movement is largely self-supporting by means of annual 
membership fees, but Government grants are made to assist the organisation 
and development of institutes in certain Highland and Island areas, and in the 
work of the Handicrafts and Housewives Guilds. · 

Last, but by no means least of the organisations with which the Department 
are concerned, is the Scottish Association of Young Farmers' Clubs. This 
movement is becoming more and more a part of the life of the rural community 
and has for its aim the development of educational and cultural activities 
amongst the younger generation of farmers and farm workers. The head­
quarters organisation in Edinburgh co-ordinates the various activities of the 
clubs and provides services of organisers in the areas. 

On the financial side the Association is endeavouring to become self­
sufficient. This may take some time, however, and the Department and the 
Scottish Education Department, jointly, have approved assistance not exceeding 
£3,000 towards any deficiency there may be on the Association's workings in 
the financial year 1949/50. 

HIGHLAND DEVELOPMENT 
The Highlands and Islands of Scotland present a speeial development • 

problem, a problem with which the Dep~rtment have been intimately concerned 
since the Board of Agriculture for Scotland (later the Department) took over 
the duties of the Congested Districts Board in 1912. Since 1945 a sociological 
and economic survey of conditions in the West Highland area has been carried 
out under the direction of Dr. F. Darling. The field work of this survey was 
completed early in 1949 and it is hoped that the report on this work will be 
available soon. 

Land settlement has been dealt with in this and previous reports. The 
following paragraphs, therefore, give particulars of some of the other duties 
carried out by the Department during the year. 

Public Works 
The provision authorised for public works and miscellaneous services in 

the Congested Districts in 1949/50 was £120,000 as in each of the previous two 
years. The grants offered during 1949 amounted to£104,022 for works estimated 
to cost £140,527 while the sum actually vaid in grants was £69,008 compared 
with £47,500 in 1948. Particulars of the grants offered during 1949 are given in 
Appendix 10. 

No special comment is called for in the case of the 38 road schemes concerned. 
These were a further instalment of the full programmes of County Councils 
for construction and improvement of township roads. The roads thus assisted 
will be placed on the list of County highways. 
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Gigha Pier, Argyll.-This pier has been taken over by the County Council 
and the grant was in respect of urgent works which they carried out in order to 
keep the pier open pending its complete reconstruction which will soon be 
necessary. 

Raasay Pier, Inverness.-The grant and loan in this case are to enable the 
County Council; who acquired the pier during the war, to carry out a complete 
reconstruction of the face of the pierhead and other works of restoration and 
improvement. 

Linkshouse Pier, Mid Yell, Zetland.-Following the submission of tenders 
for the construction of the new pier the amount of assistance offered was 
increased as shown. The County Council are taking steps to obtain the required 
Provisional Order authorising the execution of the works. 

Lochmaddy Pier, North Uist.-Invemess County Council have obtained a 
Provisional Order authorising the reconstruction of this pier and work is 
expected to commence in 1950. 

North Ford, North Uist, Benbecula.-The detailed Survey of the works 
required for a road-link between North Uist and Benbecula, referred to in the 
Report for the years 1939-48, has been completed. The estimated cost is 
£160,000. 

Transport Services.-Grants have been offered to Inverness County Council 
for the reconstruction of jetties at Lochailort and Glenuig and the Department 
have also undertaken to pay a subsidy of £2 a week towards the cost of operating 
the motor boat service between these two points. 

The Loch Torridon Goods Transport Service has continued to operate as 
in former years and subsidies have also been paid towards the cost of the North 
Ronaldshay Steamer Service and the Skerries steamer service. 

Crofter Housing and Buildings 
During the year arrangements were completed for making grants 1 to 

landholders and cottars in the· Highlands and Islands towards the cost of 
erecting, rebuilding or improving dwelling houses and other farm buildings. 
Regulations for that purpose' were laid before Parliament on 18th May and 
came into operation on the following day. The amount of grant payable is 
one half of the cost of the skilled labour and materials, subject to a maximull? 
of £500 for a new house and £250 for new farm buildings or for the improvement 
of a house or farm buildings. The provision of grants towards the cost of 
steadings is an innovation, and it is hoped it will encourage a considerable 
improvement in the standard of these buildings in the Highlands and Islands. 
Assistance may also be given by way of loan • to supplement the amount of 
an approved grant. Much of this building work is done by the crofters them­
selves and the extent of the financial help given to them is designed to permit 
this practice to be continued, particular regard being had to increased costs 
of materials and skilled labour since the war. 

The grants scheme is administered by the Department and up to the end 
of the year 1,170 applications had been received. A number of applications 
have already been approved and it is hoped that a considerable amount of work 
will be in progress by the spring of 1950. 
. In addition to. the assistance ref~rred to above the Department approved 

etght loans, totalling £3,780, to asstst landholders to erect or improve their 
dwelling houses and steadings. 

Particulars of grants and loans approved are given in Appendix 11, Table I. 
I Tho Agriculture (Scotland) Act, 1948-Seetion 77. 
l The Landholders and Cottars (Building Grant) (Scotland) Regulations. 1949. 
I The Small Landholders (Scotland) Act, 1911-Sectioo 9. 
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The scheme for the supply of building materials to landholders was con­
tinued during the year. The total sum received in respect of sales at the stores 
in the Western Isles, and centrally, was £77,152 as shown in Appendix ll, 
Table 2. 

Special Live Stock Improvement Schemes 
Under the heading " Live Stock Improvement" this report has given 

details of special schemes applicable to the Highlands and Islands. These are the 
Highland and Shetland pony improvement schemes, and the Scheme of 
Island grants for heavy horse breeding ; the " supply bulls " scheme ; the 
four sheep improvement schemes ; the Highlands and Islands veterinary 
service ; and the Highland poultry improvement scheme. 

Other Development 
Previous chapters of this report have referred to the development of natural 

resources. Seaweed and peat, though occurring throughout the country, are 
of particular interest in the Highlands and Islands, and the other resources 
mentioned are located in the Highland areas. There are also functions of the 
Department (e.g. work under the Hill Farming Act) which, although applying 
generally to the whole of Scotland, are of particular importance to the Highlands. 

CHAPTER XI-RESEARCH, EDUCATION, ADVISORY 
SERVICES AND PUBLICITY 

Research is being carried out continuously and intensively into new and 
improved methods of husbandry, soil problems, plant and animal genetics and 
diseases, and many other problems that affect agriculture. Simultaneously, 
the educational and advisory services of the agricultural colleges are carrying 
out an intensive campaign to bring into everyday farming practice the latest 
scientific knowledge and the results of this research. 

In this report on the work of the Department it is not possible to discuss 
the work that is being done on all these problems. The institutes, colleges and 
other bodies engaged in the work put out their own reports and special reports 
on various subjects are published from time to time and are available for readers 
interested. This chapter deals with the organisational side of the work in so 
far as the Department are concerned with it. 

Research 
Finance.-The total grant in aid of the maintenance expenses of the five 

established Scottish agricultural research institutes during the financial year 
1949/50 was £232,287, including £53,913 as a contingent provision to be made 
available as required for additional appointments to staff and new equipment. 

Expenditure of £89,730 "':as also sanctionc:d towards the cost of ~uilding 
extensions at the Hannah Darry Research Institute, the Macaulay Institute for 
Soil Research and the Rowett Research Institute, and for preliminary work in 
connection with the proposal to provide alternative accommodation for the 

. Scottish Society for Research in Plant Breeding on the Bus~ ~nd Dryden 
estates of the Edinburgh Centre of Rural Economy. These building schemes 
form part of the general ten-year programme referred to in the report for 193~8 
for the development and expansion of agricultural research in Great Britain. 

Hill farming.-The Hill Farm Research Committee appointed by the 
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Secretary of State in November 1945 presented its report on completion of its 
term of office on 31st March, 1949. The report gave a resume of the com­
mittee's work and of the research proceeding or projecte~ o~er a wi~e field. 
It concluded with recommendations for the future orgamsatlon of hill farm 
research. The report will be published early in 1950. 

The Secretary of State; after discussion with the Minister of Ag~icultur~ and 
Fisheries and in consultation with the Agricultural Research Council, appomted 
a new Hill Farm Research Committee for a period of three years from lst 
April, 1949. The new committee, which is mainly scientific !n character, 
includes a number of members from south of the Border to prov1de for closer 
linkage with hill farm research in England and Wales. Professor T. J. Mackie, 
C.B.E., Professor of Bacteriology at Edinburgh University, who was Chairman 
of the previous committee, was appointed Chairman of the new committee. 

The North of Scotland College of Agriculture, the West of Scotland Agri­
cultural College, and the Edinburgh and East of Scotland College of Agriculture, 
respectively undertake the day to day management of the three Scottish hill farm 
research stations at Glensaugh in Kincardineshire, at Lephinmore in Argyllshire 
and at Sourhope in Roxburghshire. The Hill Farm Research Committee is 
responsible for the programmes of scientific work carried out at these three 
stations. The main lines of research carried out at Glensaugh during the year 
related to the management of rough grazings and the management of sheep and 
cattle on rough grazings. The work at Lephinmore and Sourhope has been 
confined to carrying out initial scientific surveys of the soil, the vegetation and 
the health of the stock. Grants totalling £10,650 were made available for the 
running of these stations. 

Experimental work on certain hill farming problems was also carried out on 
the Secretary of State's estate of Glenetive where, during the year, the Depart­
ment continued the development policy of building up a stock of hardy breeding 
sheep and cattle suitable for the conditions of highland deer forests, of breaking 
in cultivable low ground to provide winter fodder and of improving the con­
dition of hill pastures. 

Marginal land.-The experiment into the problems of management and 
husbandry on marginal farms which the Department began on the farms of 
Clashnoir, Deskie and Thain, Glenlivet, at Martinmas, 1948, was continued 
during the year. Clashnoir farm, which extends to 158 acres, is the subject of a 
special economic experiment to ascertain whether the income from the sale of 
animals or animal products, under conditions where modern methods of 
management are applied, is adequate for the labour required on a family farm 
of this type. 

Agricultural engineering.-On lst October, 1949, the National Institute of 
Agricultural Engineering became a grant-aided research institute with an 
independent governing body. The work and, with certain exceptions, the staff 
of the main station at Wrest Park, Silsoe, Bedfordshire, and of the Scottish sub­
station at Howden, Mid Calder, were transferred from the Ministry of Agricul­
ture and Fisheries and the Department respectively to the new governing body. 
The institute is finance~ b~ grant-ai_d from the Ministry and the Department 
and comes under the sc1ent1fic overs1ght of the Agricultural Research Council. 

The governing body has a Scottish committee, under the Chairmanship of 
John Mackie, Esq., Bent, Laurencekirk, which is particularly concerned with 
the st_ation at Howden. The Scott~sh statio? was opened to public inspection 
later m Oct~ber when an opportm;uty was g1ven of seeing testing and develop· 
me~t W<?rk m progres.s. Illustrations of recent developments in agricultural 
engmeermg and machines recently tested, together with the reports on these 
tests, were also on view. 

Sugar beet.-A programme of demonstrations and experiments was cauied 
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out during the year. The programme was prepared by the Scottish Sub­
Committee of the Sugar Beet Research and Education Committee. 

Education 
Agricultural colleges.-Net expenditure of £437,905 was approved for the 

maintenance in the financial year 1949/50 of the various services provided by 
the three agricultural colleges. The Scottish Education Department, who share 
to a certain extent the cost of these services, provided £24,742 out of the above 
sum. Excluding administrative staffs and laboratory technicians, the number 
of approved posts at the colleges was 391, made up of 185 county agricultural 
advisers, 124 specialist advisory officers and 82 central class teachers. 

For capital expenditure at the colleges grants totalling £167,120 were also 
approved. It has not unfortunately been possible to proceed with much of 
this work and expenditure will, therefore, be lower than was expected. 

Particulars of the numbers of students taking advantage of the study 
facilities available at the colleges are given in Appendix 12, Tables I and 2. 
Table 3 of the same appendix gives some measure of the work done in the 
advisory field. 

Veterinary colleges.-In accordance with the recommendations made by the 
Loveday Committee• and in terms of the Veterinary Surgeons Act of 1948, 
Glasgow Veterinary College became part of the University of Glasgow from 
1st October, 1949. Negotiations are proceeding between the Royal (Dick) 
Veterinary College, Edinburgh, and the University of Edinburgh with a view 
to a similar development. 

After the Universities have taken over the responsibility for veterinary 
education, the necessary funds fall to be provided through the University 
Grants Committee and no further financial responsibility will rest with the 
Department. For administrative convenience, however, in the case of the 
Glasgow Veterinary College, the Department have retained financial responsi­
bility for the period to 31st March, 1950. A grant of £33,069 was advanced 
for maintenance and capital expenditure of £11,000 was approved. The main­
tenance and capital expenditure grants provided for the Royal (Dick) Veterinary 
College were £49,272 and £16,000 respectively. 

The Royal (Dick) Veterinary College have taken the first steps in the 
establishment of a veterinary field station by entering into Easter Bush farm on 
the Bush and Dryden estates of the Edinburgh Centre of Rural Economy. An 
additional £7,300 was provided for this development; It had not been possible 
by the end of the year to start work on the field station planned for the West of 
Scotland. 

· As has been the case for a number of years, competition for places at the 
veterinary colleges has been keen, many students taking advantage of the 
Further Education and Training Scheme to enter upon training as veterinary 
surgeons. At the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College 325 students, including 20 
women, enrolled for the courses of instruction for the Diploma of M.R.C. V.S. 
In addition there were II post-graduate students, including ten for the course of 
the Diploma of Veterinary State Medicine, four research students and 95 
students attending for instruction in veterinary hygiene and preventive medicine. 
At the Glasgow Veterinary College (later Glasgow University), 286 students, 
including 29 women, enrolled for the course of instruction for the Diploma of 
M.R.C.V.S. 

Agricultural scholarships.-;-A limited nu~ber of P.ost-gr~duate scholarsh_ip& 
for training for research, adv1sory and teaching posts m agricultural econom1cs, 
statistics and agricultural and dairy engineering and for advisory and teaching 
posts in husbandry are awarded by the Department each year. The scholarship& 

1 Report of the Committee on Veterinary Education in Great Britain (Cmd. 6SI7). 

55 



are tenable for not more than three years, part of which may be spent abroad, 
and the awards cover maintenance, tuition fees and allowances for travelling 
and books. During 1949 seven new scholarships were awarded as follows :-

Husbandry: ... ... ... A. J. Gill. B.Sc. (Agric.}, Aberdeen University. 
R. M. Maciver, B.Sc. (Agric.), Aberdeen 

University. 
Miss M. J. Ore, B.Sc. (Agric.), Aberdeen 

University. 
A. R. McGhee, B.Sc. (Agric.}, Edinburgh 

University. 
·C. D. Reekie, B.Sc. (Agric.}, Reading University. 

Agricultural economics : K. A. Ingersent, B.Sc. (Agric.), Aberdeen 
University. 

Statistics: ... ... ... J. A. Pope, M.A. (Hons.), Aberdeen University 
The scheme for the award of agricultural scholarships to the sons and 

daughters of agricultural workers and to certain other. young persons was 
terminated in 1948. During 1949 assistance was continued to several bene­
ficiaries to enable them to complete their approved course of study. 

Further Education and Training Scheme.-The Department continued to 
administer awards to Scottish applicants under this scheme for training in 
agricultural subjects and in veterinary science. At 31st December, 1949, 1,122 
applications had been received and 893 awards had been made. Awards had 
also been promised, subject to acceptance for the proposed classes of study, in 
an additional47 cases. 

· Vocational training.-Training in agriculture and horticulture for men and 
women released from war service and for disabled persons continued to be 
provided throughout 1949 on the same lines as in previous years. The number 
of applications received from non-disabled persons, which had begun to 
diminish in 1948, showed a progressive decline throughout the year. The total 
for 1949 was Ill as compared with 253 for 1948. Applications from disabled 
persons remained fairly constant at about 60. During the year 107 applicants 
started training either on farms or market gardens or in short courses at agri­
cultural colleges. Of tbese.36 withdrew from the scheme before completing 
their course. 

The scope of vocational training was widened by a new scheme introduced 
during the year.' Under this scheme, a year's practical training iii farming or 
horticulture may be given to persons over school leaving age. The scheme does 
not include training at a_gricultural colleges. At the end of the year seven 
applications had been received and four applicants had started training. 

puring the year 98 trainees, including 20 disabled persons, completed their 
trammg. Of these, 64 had obtained employment in agriculture or horticulture 
at the end of the year, including six who were working on their own account. 
Further stu~ies were being undertaken by 23, other employment had attracted 
two, and rune were unplaced. Of the 20 disabled trainees included above, 15 
wer~ employed (in<:l~ding two self-employed), and two were engaged on further 
studies. The rema1rung three were unplaced. 

Advisory services 

The advisory . work _done by the agricultural colleges is well known to 
farmers and agnc~ltunsts throughout Scotland and, indeed, beyond her 
borders. It has an Important and direct bearing upon the technical efficiency of 
Scottish agriculture. \ 

The proposed establishment by the Secretary of State of Agricultural 
1 The Aariculturc (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act. 1949-Scc:tion 8. 

56 



Advisory Committees 1 marks a new and important development in the field 
{)f advisory work and education. The committees will advise the Secretary of 
State or any agricultural college or other body concerned with agricultural 
education or agricultural advisory services in Scotland on matters relating to 
(a) technical education and development in agriculture, (b) the improvement of 
farming practice or estate management in general or in relation to any particular 
land, and (c) agricultural development and improvement schemes administered 
by the Secretary of State. 

The committees, 35 in number and each consisting of 14 members, will be 
appointed early in 1950 from nominations submitted by the agricultural colleges, 
by organisations representing farmers, landowners, farm workers, Young 
Farmers' Associations and Scottish Women's Rural Institutes and by the 
respective County Councils. In addition to these nominations, the Secretary 
of Sta•e will make two direct appointments to each committee. He also has 
power to fill vacancies left by the nominating bodies. 

The committees will function in the districts which correspond generally 
with those served by the county agricultural advisers of the three agricultural 
colleges and will be served by regional directors and county agricultural 
advisers of the colleges, who will act as joint technical secretaries. The Director 
of Education and the Medical Officer of Health of the county in which the 
committee district is situated are entitled to attend meetings of the committees 
in the capacity of assessors. 

Publicity 
It is essential that the latest discoveries in the many fields of research should 

be passed on to the agricultural community as soon as possible, and to this end 
the media of wireless, films and publications are important. The value in this 
respect of the weekly" Farm Forum" programme and the "News for Farmers" on 
the Scottish Home Service of the British Broadcasting Corporation is apparent. 
The Department are represented on the British Broadcasting Corporation's 
Scottish Agricultural Advisory Committee which considers suitable programmes 
for broadcasting. 

Films also have their place in educational development, in rural areas in 
particular, and by arrangement the mobile units of the Scottish Information 
Office exhibit suitable films to farming audiences. The agricultural colleges are 
also preparing film strips of an instructional nature for advisory and other 
purposes. 

The agricultural colleges and research institutes issue reports, bulletins and 
leaflets on various aspects of their work. The Department also issue special 
bulletins and leaflets and early in 1949 they began the publication of a new series 
of advisory leaflets. At the close of the year leaflets had been published on 
Oat Varieties ; New Varieties of the Potato ; Fertiliser Placement for Arable 
Crops ; Improving Marginal Land ; Shelter Woods or Belts ; Pit Silage ; 
Raspberry Diseases in Scotland ; Strawberry Cultivation ; Strawberry Dis­
eases; Tree Fruits-Varieties of Apples, Pears and Plums suitable for Growing 
in Scotland ; Residual Values of Fertilisers and Feeding-stuffs ; Blackcurrants 
and Redcurrants ; and Gooseberries. 

The fortnightly publication Notes for Farmers c_ontinue.s to be widely read 
and its circulation now stands at about 10,000 cop1es per.1ssue. The Depart­
ment's quarterly journal, Scottish Agriculture, is increasing in popularity and, 
by the end of 1949, its circulation had increase<! to sol!le 3,500 copi_es pe~ issue. 
Two further editions of Farm Economics were 1ssued m collaboration With the 
agricultural economists at the colleges. . . 

A pamphlet giving the names and addresses of the adv1sory officers m each 
college area was issue<l in March, and was followed by a pamphlet entitled 

1 The Agriculture (Scotland) Act, 1948--Section 73 
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Farmers' Guide to Supplies, Subsidies, Services, etc., which set out to answer 
farmers' questions on the various subsidies _and servi'7s administer~d eith~r. by 
the Department or by Agricultural Executive Committees. A rev1sed e~ltlon 
of the pamphlet Scottish Farmers' Guide to the Sale of Corn was also pubhshed. 

The Royal Highland and Agricultural Society's annual Highland Show 
held at Dundee was one of the outstanding events of the year. The Department's. 
pavilion had sections dealing with seed testing, the potato schemes and drainage 
work (with special reference to the rehabilitation work carried out in Berwickshire 
after the disastrous floods in that area). There were facilities, too, for the sale 
and distribution ofleafiets and publications on the Department's work and other 
matters of agricultural interest. · 

An educational and research exhibit was staged by the Edinburgh and East 
of Scotland College of Agriculture on behalf of the colleges and research 
institutes and attracted wide interest. It covered crop husbandry, animal 
husbandry, horticulture and bee-keeping. 

Conferences, visits, etc. 
To assist those engaged in agricultural research, education and advisory 

work to keep abreast of developments in fields other than those in which they 
themselves are engaged, a conference of institute and college staffs was held in 
1949 at the Edinburgh college. · Addresses were given· on the work of the 
Animal Diseases Research Association and of the Scottish Society for Research 
in Plant Breeding. A programme of machinery films was shown, and visits 
were made to the experimental farm at Boghall, the Bush and Dryden estates, 
the Commonwealth Bureau of Animal Genetics and the market gardens of 
Messrs. David Lowe & Sons at Musselburgh. 

Arrangements were made for suitable officers from the institutes and 
colleges to attend international conferences and congresses. Scottish establish­
ments also welcomed during the year a number of visitors from other countries. 
Visitors from overseas included an official party of Canadian agricultural 
scientists and administrators and the Chief Grassland Officer of the Department 
of Scientific and Industrial Research in New Zealand. 

CHAPTER XII-LABOUR 
General. 

The numbers of workers employed in agriculture in Scotland at 4th June, 
1949, showed little change compared with previous years. The figures are 
given in Table 19. . .. 

TABLE 19.-AGRICULTURAL WORKERS 

At 4th June . Number 

1949 1948 I 1939 

Regular workers : 
Total .. .. .. .. 89,337 89,414 89,670 

Male .. .. .. 75,039 74,282 75,291 
Female .. .. .. .. 14,298 15,132 14,379 

Women's Land Army .. .. 879 1,240 -
Casual workers : 

Total .. .. .. .. 16,481 17,993 14,463 

Male .. .. .. .. 10,827 11,538 8,628 
Female .. .. .. .. 5,654 6,455 5,835 
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The Control of Engagement Order, 1947, unchanged so far as farm labour 
was concerned, remained in force throughout the year. Its operation was further 
.extended to lOth December, 1950, 1 but the Government announced on 14th 
December, 1949, that it had been decided to remove the "ring fence" from the 
eoalmining and agricultural industries on 1st January, 1950. From that date 
agricultural workers wishing to leave agricultural employment will be in the 
same position as other workers covered by the Order and will be offered the same 
range of choice of important jobs. They will thus cease to be confined strictly 
to their own industry. · 

During the year 177 applications from agricultural workers for release 
from the industry were referred to the Department for recommendation. Most 
of the applications were made on medical grounds. In no case had compulsory 
measures to be taken to retain a worker in the industry. 

Men born between 1st January, 1931, and 31st December, 1931 (both dates 
3nclusive), were required to register dnring the year under the National Service 
Acts. As in previous years, the call-up of those who registered as regular 
workers in the main agricultural occupations was automatically suspended. 
Applications for deferment of call-up of men employed in the subsidiary 
agricultural occupations (pigmen, poultrymen, etc.) were dealt with by the 
Ministry of Labour and National Service after consultation with the Depart­
ment. The existing arrangements for the deferment of agricultural workers 
will be continued until the end of 1950. 

The Ministry of Labour and National Service asked the Department for 
their observations on 19 applications for voluntary enlistment in H.M. Forces 
made by agricultura~ workers whose employers had indicated that they wished 
to retain their services. In 11 cases no objection was raised to the proposed 
.enlistments but in the remaining eight cases the Department recommended 
retention in the industry. 

In February, 1949, the Department were informed by the Service Depart­
ments that owing to shortage of man-power, the arrangements under which 
service personnel were granted agricultural leave would not operate during 1949. 

Wages and Conditions 
The Agricultural Wages (Scotland) Act, 1949, consolidated the provisions 

of the Agricultural Wages (Regulation) (Scotland) Act, 1937, the Agricultural 
Wages (Regulation) Act, 1947, and such parts of the Holidays with Pay Act, 
1938, as referred to agriculture. This meant no change in the law. 

The Scottish Agricultural Wages Board met on two occasions during 1949, 
and the District Committees held 39 meetings. Sub-committees appointed to 
deal with applications for permits of exemption from payment of the statutory 
minimum wage rates, met 51 times during the year. Sir John I. W. Handford, 
C.B., O.B.E., was appointed by the Secretary of State to fill the vacancy on the 
Board cau•ed by the death of J. B. Clark, Esq., O.B.E., LL.D., M.A., and the 
appointment of successors to fill vacancies caused by the resignations of Sir 
John Sutherland, C.B.E., LL.D., F.R.S.E., and Miss E. V. Baxter, M.B.E., 
was under consideration at the end of the year. There were also changes in 
the representative members of the Board and in the membership of Committees. 

As a result of a motion by workers' representatives for an increase in the 
minimum wage rates, the Board made Orders, with effect from 23rd May, 1949, 
raising the minimum rate for an adult male general worker to 94s. per week. 
The new minimum rate for shepherds became 104s. 3d. per week, and for other 
specialists 102s. 3d. per week. The minimum rates for female workers and 
juveniles were increased proportionately. Hourly and overtime rates were 
advanced, and the values of benefits were revised. 

1 Tha Control of Enanaement (Amend.mca.t) Order, 1949. 

59 



A total of 87 applications for permits of exemption from the statutory 
minimum rates was received during the year. Out of this number (together 
with one brought forward from 1948), permits were granted in 78 cases. Eight 
applications were refused or withdrawn and two were outstanding at the end of 
the year. In addition to the 88 cases referred to above, 624 cases were reviewed 
by the Committees, of which 493 were renewed, 62 revoked, and it was found 
that in 69 cases the workers had retired. The number of permits in force at the 
end of the year was thus 652 as compared with 705 at 1st January, 1949. The 
following is an analysis of the amounts by which the weekly rates of wages 
specified in existing permit> are lower than the appropriate minimum rates of 
wages:-

Less than Ss. . . 
Over Ss. and under lOs. 
Over lOs. and under ISs. 
Over ISs. and under 20s. 
Over 20s. and under 25s. 
Over 25s. and under 30s. 
Over 30s. and under 35s. 
Over 3Ss. and under 40s. 
Over40s. 
Casual workers 
Permit with no rate specified 

12 
4S 
76 
84 
98 
83 
61 
4S 
94 
53 

I 

652 

In 1949 in the course of their statutory duties the Department examined the 
circumstances of 4,073 workers, including 217 cases not disposed of in 1948. 
Of the 3,856 cases brought to the Department's notice in 1949, 346 arose from 
complaints, 959 as a result of inspections where complainants were employed, 
and 2,551 from test inspections covering 743 farms. 

Investigation showed that in 3,537 cases the workers were being paid in 
accordance with the terms of the Orders. Following discovery of contraven­
tions, £3,20 I was recovered as underpayment of wages on behalf of 202 other 
workers.. In 260 cases no proceedings could be instituted. As a result of Court 
proceedings, decrees were obtained in six cases. At the end of the year 74 cases 
were still under examination. In addition to the above inspections, 13 complaints 
of contravention of the directions regarding holidays with pay were investigated. 
As a result, arrears of holiday remuneration amounting to £7 were collected on 
behalf of two workers. No proceedings could be instituted in the remaining 
cases. 

Table 20 shows the average rates of wages of certain classes of farm 
workers in Scotland during the years 1935, 1947, 1948 and 1949 as 
estimated from the returns made by the Department's Crop Reporte;s at 
Martinmas and Wbitsuntide in each year. 

TABLE 20.-AVERAGE WEEKLY WAGES OF AGRICULTURAL WORKERS 

-
I93S 1947 I948 1949 

Pioughmen (marriej) .. 34s. ld. 98s. Od. 102s. 9d. 106s. 9d . 

Pioughmen (single) .. 28s. 4d. 97s. Bd. lOis. 7d. I04s • 9d. 

Cattlemen (married) .. 3Ss. 6d. I03s. 4d. I07s. lld. Ills. lld • 

Shepherds (married) .. 136s. Od. 102s. lld.l JOSs. 2d. 112s. lld • 
I ' 
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Supplementary Labour 
The Department maintained in their employment throughout 1949 a supple­

mentary labour force made up as shown in Table 21. 

TABLE 21.-SUPPLEMENTARY LABOUR FORCB 
Numbu 

Male workers 
Female 

European workers 
Total British volunteer Poles 

workers 

At beginning of year .. 5,678 289 5,357 32 114 

At end of year •• .. 2,959 97 2,835 27 39 

The reduction in numbers during the year followed increasing redundancy 
through lack of demand from farmers. Efforts to place workers in the direct 
employment of farmers have not been very successful, only 457 men having 
been so placed up to 31st December, 1949. 

Most of the workers were accommodated in hostels provided by the Depart­
ment, from which they were conveyed by the Department's transport to and 
from their work. All were paid in accordance with the Orders of the Scottish 
Agricultural Wages Board and were hired out to farmers at daily or weekly 
rates. These rates were jncreased from 28th February, 1949, with a view to 
reducing the deficit arising from the scale of charges in force up to that date. 
They were again rais6'd on 23rd May, 1949, following the increase in the mini­
mum wage rates for agricultural workers fixed by the Scottish Agricultural 
Wages Board. Table 22 shows the principal rates in operation after 23rd May. 

TABLE 22.-CHARGES FOR SUPPLEMENTARY LABOUR 

Daily hire Overtime hire (per hour) 
Weekly ' 

hire Monday to Saturday Monday to Saturday 
Friday Friday and Sunday 

t,fale workers .. Ills. Od. 21s. 3d. lOs. 3d. 2s. 8d. 3s. 2d. 

Female workers .. 84s. Od. 16s. 9d. 8s. 2d. 2s. 2d. 2s. 5d. 

' 

The arrangement made with the Scottish Home Department whereby 
selected civilian prisoners and boys from civil prisons and borstal homes in the 
counties of Midlothian, Stirling, Aberdeen, Perth and Dumfries are hired out 
to farmers were continued in 1949. 

At the beginning of the year the Department were operating six W.L.A. 
hostels and 74 camps and hostels for supplementary labour. The number of 
workers accommodated was 5,506. Following a reduction in the number of 
supplementary workers, partly as a result of the policy of placing workers, 
wherever possible, in the direct employment of farmers, many of these hostels 
were closed, and at the end of the year rather less than 3,000 workers were 
accommodated in 46 hostels. 

The Y.M.C.A. continued to be responsible for catering and household 
arrangements in the hostels which, together with their equipment, were supplied 
by the Ministry of Works. The appropriate sum for board and lodging was 
deducted by the Department from the worker's pay. 
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The reduction in the number of workers also enabled a reduction to be made 
in the number of vehicles needed for carrying workers to and from their work. 
At the beginning of the year the Department bad 920 motor vehicles and 1,199 
bicycles for this purpose ; the corresponding figures at the end of the year were 
560 and 709 respectively. During the year, these vehicles were involved in 
190 accidents. Claims amounting to £849 bad been paid by the end of the year 
for 52 of these accidents. Further claims paid for 70 accidents which occurred 
before 1949 brought the total sum paid during the year to approximately 
£5,500. 

Harvest Labour 

To attract recruits to the Scottish Harvesting Scheme a vigorous publicity 
campaign by Press, radio and poster was undertaken in collaboration with the 
Scottish Information Office and the Ministry of Labour and National Service. 
Recruiting centres were set up in Edinburgh and Glasgow and three trailers 
were shown at Scottish cinemas. For the grain harvest 6,052 volunteers, 
representing 10,594 "man weeks," worked from 55 hostels. Seven schools 
formed group6. Two hostels adopted by industrial firms and two by the Scottish 
Union of Students were kept going throughout the grain harvest. About 100 
service men also helped with the grain harvest. 

In the event, exceptionally favourable weather allowed farmers to make an 
early start with the harvest and to continue work, practically without interrup­
tion, until the potato crop bad been lifted. Labour problems were not serious ; 
on the contrary, the labour at the Department's disposal was not fully used. 
Recruitment of supplementary labour was confined almost entirely to civilian 
sources. It was again found necessary to billet school-children during the 
potato harvest. 

With the co-operation of the Ministry of Labour and National Service a 
scheme was launched to recruit a mobile force of seasonal workers to assist 
with the grain and potato harvests. Suitable men were offered six weeks' 
guaranteed employment at minimum agricultural wage rates and accommoda­
tion (mainly in European Volunteer Workers' hostels) at the normal charge of 
30s. per week. Dependants' allowances and free travel to and from hostels 
were paid by the Ministry of Labour. On average, 300 men a week were made 
available in this way for hiring to farmers from mid-August until early 
November. 

For the potato harvest a force of 56,000 schoolchildren was recruited. Of 
these some 44,000 helped locally and 8,000 were transported daily from towns 
to the main growing areas. Children in billets numbering 4,000 were drawn 
from Glasgow and Edinburgh and worked from 69 hostels. Assistance at 
potato lifting was also given by 650 civilian volunteers and 200 service men, 
a number of whom were moved at the Department's request to Perth Fife and 
Ross-shire. ' 

Special arrangements for the transport of harvest workers were made in 
co-operation with the Ministry of Transport and British Railways. 

Harvest Labour Enquiry 

In February, 1949,_ the Se_cretary of S~ate set up an independent Committee, 
under the Charrmansh1p of S1r Garnet Wilson, LL.D., to enquire into the supply 
of ha~est labour. The terms ?f reference were :---;-"To examine the problem of 
supplymg the temp_orary add1t1ona! labour reqmred every year for the grain 
and potato harvest m Sc?tland, havmg regard ~o food production requirements 
and all other relevant crrcumstances ; to rev1ew the existing sources of such 
labour and any new potential sources ; and to report." 
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The Committee submitted an Interim Report on 1st July in which they made 
the following recommendations :- . 

1. The early issue of a statement making clear that the help of school­
children at potato lifting would be necessary for some years to come ; and 
emphasising the necessity for maximum assistance in this work by Education 
Authorities, teachers and parents. 

2. Further consideration at the highest level to the provision of maximum 
assistance by the Armed Forces. 

3. The intensification of research and the offer of a monetary award as 
an incentive towards the production of a suitable complete potato harvesting 
machine ; or, alternatively, the provision of financial assistance in the 
production and improvement of proto-types of potential merit. 
The Secretary of State issued the statement recommended by the Committee 

and steps were taken to give it the widest publicity. An assurance was given 
by the Secretary of State for War that the Army would co-operate as fully as 
possible in assisting with harvest work, provided that the release of troops for· 
this work did not interfere with training requirements. Consideration is being 
given to the Committee's recommendation concerning production of potato 
harvesting machinery. 

Women's Land Army 
The Government have decided to maintain the Women's Land Army for a 

further 12 months but to disband it finally at the end of November, 1950. It, 
is hoped that many of the members will continue their good work after that 
date as regular workers in agriculture. Numbers declined by roughly one 
quarter during the year, but this was due to reduced enrolments rather than to 
any acceleration in the rate of releases. 

Certain adjustments were made in the organisation of the Scottish W.L.A., 
largely as a result of the reduced membership. Training continued, however, 
and 12 members received a special course of instruction in dairying and 315 
recruits underwent initial training. 

Contributions to the Welfare and Benevolent Fund amounted in all to 
£45,986 by the end of 1949. This included a Government grant of £20,000. 
Over £25,000 has so far been paid out of the Fund. 

German ex-Prisoners of War 
By the. end of 1949, 1,586 Germans had been finally repatriated and 2,534 

had entered into direct employment with Scottish farmers. The latter were 
offered 28 days leave without pay for the purpose of visiting Germany, and 
l,l94 accepted the offer. The cost of travel was met by the Departme~t, and, 
as in the case of final repatriates, arrangements were made for conveymg the 
men to and from Harwich in escorted parties. Only 106 men failed to return 
from leave. 

No German ex-prisoners of war have been retained in the employment of 
the Department. 

CHAPTER Xlll-FEEDING STUFFS 
The general picture during 19~9 was on~ of s~dy improvem~nt, both in 

home-grown and imported supplies. Protem feedmg stuffs contmued to be 
scarce, but large deliveries of.C?arse grains from t~e ':J.S.S.R. and t~e Argentine 
have enabled increased quantities of cereals to be distnbuted. There Is, of course, 

63 



no guarantee that cereal supplies will continue at this level. Success in the -
live stock expansion programme will continue to depend upon reaching still 
higher standards of self-sufficiency in animal feeding stuffs. The recent fall in 
the acreage of feeding grains is therefore serious. Fortunately there can be 
set against it, to some extent, a marked improvement in grassland management 
and an expansion of grass conservation. 

The main problem of 1949 arose from the prolonged spell of fine weather 
during the summer. Grazings, particularly in the dairying area of the South 
West of Scotland, suffered .seriously, so much so that an emergency issue of 
cereal feeding stuffs was made. With this help milk production was maintained. 

The following paragraphs give details of ration issues made during the year 
and of other matters concerning feeding stuffs. Particulars of the quantities 
of feeding stuffs issued are given in Appendix 13. 

Dairy Cows.-During the winter periods (January to April and October to 
December) milk production rations were at the rate of I cwt. protein and 3 cwt. 
cereal for every 105 gallons of milk in excess of a gallon per cow per day, either 
sold or _supplied for human consumption two months before. Farmers are 
expected to provide a proportion of the cereal they need, and a deduction of 
60 lbs. per cow was made from the cereal ration so calculated. Improved 
supplies enabled this deduction to be suspended for December. For the summer 
period (May to September) issues were based on the daily average sales of milk 
per cow (including dry cows). The monthly allowance varied from 28 !bs. to 
98 lbs. per cow where the average daily milk sales varied from I! to 4 gallons 
per cow. In certain circumstances milk producers obtained concessions. 
Examples of these were the issue of rations on estimated sales of milk, the -
temporary deferment of the self-sufficiency deduction of cereal (as in the case 
of a farmer unable to thresh grain which he had in stack) and an option (for 
summer producers) of the month during which feeding stuff coupons were 
available. 

Ca/ves.-An issue of! cwt. of calf-food per month during the winter periods 
and i cwt. per month during the summer period was made for calves up to the 
age of six months. From 1st October, 1949, an issue of l cwt. protein and 
! cwt. cereal was made for calves between six and twelve months old. This 
issue was increased from 1st December, 1949, by i cwt. cereal. 

Calving cows or heifers.-The usual allowance of 1 cwt. protein and 1! cwt. 
cereal for cows and heifers calving in October or November was supplemented 
in 1949 by a special bonus of I cwt. cereal to offset the effect of the shortage 
i>f grass during the summer months. 

Pigs and Poultry.-Basic rations based on the number of pigs and poultry 
kept at June, 1939 or December, 1940, were at the rate of I cwt. for every five 
pigs or 100 birds. A small acreage deduction was again made. The usual 
summer increase of 50 per cent. was given for poultry, and the basic pig ration 
was increased from 1st September, 1949, to 9 cwt. for every 40 pigs kept at the 
qualifying date. 

The basis of the rationing scheme for pigs and poultry was extended on 
1st May, 1949, to allow holders who did not keep pigs or poultry in 1939/40 
and who otherwise would not be in a position to qualify for an issue of feeding 
stuffs, to obtain rations for a specified number of pigs or poultry according 
to the acreage of their holding. The specified number of pigs for which rations 
could be drawn was increased in July, 1949. Approximately 10,000 holders 
received benefit from this extended scheme. 

Under the Bonus Ration Scheme for pigs and poultry, introduced in 
J~nuary, 1949, feeding stuff rations were made available, on application, to 
ptg and poultry keepers who sold pigmeat or eggs to the Ministry of Food 
through approved channels. Issues were made three times a year and were 
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related to sales in the preceding four months. With special " Pig or Poultry " 
coupons. the pr!'ducer could obtai.n certain compounds containing a proportion 
of protem feedmg stuffs. The ratiOn scales were dictated by the general supply 
position and were liable to variation in each period. The rates for 1949 were :-

Eggs Pigmeat 
Period I (January-April) . . I cwt. per 80 doz. I cwt. per 8 score. 
Period II (May-August) . . I cwt. per 160 doz. I cwt. per 8 score. 
Period Ill (September-December) I cwt. pe,.O doz. 3 cwt. per 8 score. 

-The farrowing allo:wance for sows was 8 cwts. in the ratio of I part protein 
to 8 parts cereal durmg the early part of the year. From July, 1949, this 
allowance was increased to 9 cwts. and pig producers had the option of the 
old 1 : 8 ratio of protein and cereal or a new issue of 3 cwts. pig starter, l cwt. 
protein and 5! cwts. cereal. 

· - Chick food coupons were issued at the rate of 1 cwt. for every 40 birds 
kept on the holding in June, 1948. · . 

The issue of coupons for pedigree pigs, cottagers' pigs, whey-fed pigs, 
accredited poultry stocks and poultry kept by blind persons, and the arrange­
ments made for ex-service pig and poultry keepers (including disabled persons) 

·were continued. The last arrangements were extended to include ex-servicemen 
of the 1914-18 war. 

With the exception of allowances for cottagers' pigs, chicks and farrowing 
sows, all coupons for pigs and poultry were issued in the proportion of 1 part 
protein to 9 parts cereal. · 

Horses.-On proof of need, rations varying from I! cwts. per month during 
the summer months to 4 cwts. per month in winter were issued for agricultural 
work horses. Special arrangements were again made for stallions during the 
period January to June. 

Pedigree ram lambs.-An issue of 1 cwt. protein was made during the period 
March to August for pedigree ram lambs wsed for service in the first year of life. 

Hill cattle.-From 1st December, 1949, a cereal reserve was made available 
for the feeding of hill cattle. 

Sheep dogs.-Dogs working among sheep on farms receiving hill sheep 
subsidy were granted coupons valid for the purchase of il cwt. of maize per 
month. Other sheep dogs received an allowance of l cwt. cereal per month. 

Milch goats.-Rations at the rate of 14 lbs. per month were issued during 
the summer period for milch goats producing more than six pints of milk per 
day for human consumption. The rations allowed in the winter periods were 
calculated on the same basis as those for dairy cows. 

Molasses.-An allocation of molasses was made during the winter periods. 
This was intended primarily for feeding with straw to fattening cattle, but 
applications were also entertained from farmers who were short of other fodder 
for dairy cows and young stock. As in the previous year, molasses was also 
made available for silage making without farmers having to deposit feeding 
stuff coupons. 

Bran.-Supplies were made available for hackney stallions, rabbits and other 
live stock, and for mixing with insecticides. 

Discretionary reserve.-A discretionary reserve of prote!n and cereal was 
again provided out of which small .allowances could ~e _giVen for stock for 
which specific rations were not provtded under the rattomng scheme, and for 
emergency use. . . . . . 

Oth~r issues.-Qmte outstde the ratlomng scheme, growers of lmseed were 
permitted to purchase one ton of linsee_d ca~e for every three tons of clean 
linseed which they delivered to the crushmg mtlls or sold for seed. The !lllow­
ance was increased in October, 1949, to 12 cwts. of cake per ton of clean bnseed 
sold. 
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If they could prove need, growers of oats or beans and peas of feeding 
varieties were granted cereal coupons in exchange for oats, beans or peas sold 
for seed. A similar concession was given to smallholders who,. from lack of 
storage, were obliged to sell oats they had grown. In both cases coupons 
could only be used for home-grown cereals. 

Domestic Poultry Rationing Scheme.-During the year a total of 40,458 
ration cards were issued representing the surrender of 167,380 shell egg registra­
tions. In addition, one ration.card was issued to a public elementary school 
where poultry were kept primarily for educational purposes. No shell egg 
registrations were surrendered in this case, but it was a condition of the issue 
that all the eggs produced would be sold to an egg packing station. Feeding st11ff 
coupons under this scheme are issued by the Ministry of Food. 

Collection of kitchen waste.-No further Direction Orders were issued by 
the Board of Trade to Local Authorities in Scotland during 1949 and no 
licences were issued by the Department. The number of licences so far issued 
in the three scheduled areas remains at 24. 

The maximum price of unboiled kitchen waste was increased • from 2nd 
May, 1949, from £1 lOs. to £2 12s. 6d. per ton net weight. 

CHAPTER XIV-PEST CONTROL 
The Secretary of State has certain statutory duties connected with the 

control in Scotland of pests injurious to agriculture and food. These include 
plant pests and diseases,• rats and mice,• birds and other animal pests,• food 
infestation• and injurious weeds.• · 

The Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949, which comes into operation 
on 31st March, 1950, replaces existing legislation for the control of rats and 
mice and infestation of food. 

Part III of the Agriculture (Scotland) Act, 1948, which will come into 
operation early in 1950, replaces existing powers for the control of bird and 
animal pests and gives the Secretary of State power to vary, at his discretion, 
the list of injurious weeds. Responsibility for the control of bird and animal 
pests and of injurious weeds on agricultural land will be delegated to the 
Agricultural Executive Committees. Control of injurious weeds on other 
'land (e.g. building sites, gardens or allotments) will remain the responsibility 
of the Secretary of State. · · 

Destructive insects and pests 
Various Orders have been made' designed to prevent the introduction of 

certain injurious plant diseases and insect pests into Scotland and to ensure 
that appropriate action is taken to control certain diseases and pests which 
are already established. Particulars of action taken under these Orders in 1949 · 
are given in the following paragraphs. 
· Import of plants.-The Principal Order of 194i was amended from I 5th 
October, 1949,' following an alteration in the kinds of trees which may not be 
imported except under licence.• . 

Eighteen licences to bring into Scotland living plants and parts thereof 
l The Kitchen Waste Order, 1949. 
I The Destructive lnsec:ts and Pests Act!, 1877 to 1927. 
a The Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act, 1919, The Rats and Mice (Scotland) Order 1943 and the Rat! 

(Scotland) Order, 1944. · ' ' 
' Defence Regulation 63. · 
I Infestation Orders of 1943 and 194S, made under Defence Regulations 
I The Corn Production Acts (Repeal) Act, 1921. ' 
T The Importation of Plants (Amendment) (Scothmd) Order. 1949. 
• The lmponation of Forest Trees (Prohibition) (Scotland) Order, 1949. 
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unaccompanied by the prescribed certificates, were issued in terms of the 
O~der.s. Three of these licences were issued for plant material imported for 
sc1entific purposes. A licence was also issued authorising the importation of a 
-consignment of chrysanthemum plants from Holland. 

·consignments subject to the provisions of the Orders were received as 
shown in Table 23. 

TABLE 23.-lMPORT OF PLANTS 

CC?nsignments . accompanied by 
prescribed certificates 

Consignments unaccompanied by 
prescribed certificates 

Bulbs ·1 

1,251 

3 

Plants 

352 

12 

Number of consignments 

Onions and 
shallots 

66 

68 

Consignments unaccompanied by the prescribed certificates were detained 
by H.M. Customs ; in addition 21 postal packages unaccompanied by the 
prescribed certificates were detained by the Postal Authorities. These con­
signments and packages were examined and their release authorised after the 
removal and destruction of any diseased material. 

Import of raw cherries.~ The restrictions on the import of raw cherries 
into Scotland during the period of the year when there is danger of the intro­
-duction of the Cherry Fruit Fly were continued for 1949.' 

Import of forest trees.-A new Order,• which came into operation on 15th 
October, 1949, made alterations in the kinds of trees which may not be im­
ported except under licence. The purpose of this Order, like its predecessors,• 
is to prevent the introduction of injurious diseases and pests from abroad. 

Chrysanthemum midge.-Two outbreaks of Chrysanthemum Midge were 
reported in nurseries in Ayr, and one in Midlothian. The nurseries were 
inspected and notices served requiring the occupiers to burn all chrysanthemum 
plants and to fumigate the glasshouses and frames where the plants were 
situated.• Neighbouring nurseries were inspected but no further evidence of 
the Midge was found. 

Sale of diseased·plants.-Twenty complaints were received that consign­
ments of Scottish seed potatoes were found to be diseased, rotted or frosted, 
.on arrival in England. None of the cases was submitted for legal action but, 
where applicable, letters were addressed to the Scottish merchants and growers 
-concerned advising them of the importance and necessity for greater care in 
dressing future consignments.• 

During the year 8,227 consignments representing 51,458 tons of seed 
potatoes were examined at docks, railway stations and merchants' premises 
in Scotland. Of these consignments 226 (1,052 tons) were found to be sub­
standard principally because of scab. diseases, and another 210 (1,132 tons) 
were below standard mainly because of faulty dressing of the potatoes for size. 
In 46 cases where the incidence of disease was found to be considerable, the 
.grower or merchant responsible was warned of the. necessity fo~ ensuring that 
future consignments were of a better standard. S1ze and dressmg cases were 
·referred to the Ministry of Food. 

1 The Importation of Raw Cherries (Scotland) Order, 1949. 
a The Importation of Forest Trees (Prohibition) (Scotland) Order, 1949. 
:a The Importation of EJm Trees and Conifers (Prohibition) (Scotland) Order, 1933, and the Importation of 

£1m Trees and Conifers {Prohibition) (Scotland) (Amendment) Order, 193!5. 
• The Destructive Insects and Pests (Scotland) Order, 1933. 
6 The Salo of Diseased Plants (Scotland) Orders, 1936 and 1937. 
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In the course of inspection 96 visits were made to premises of nurserymen, 
seedsmen, retailers, etc., where bulbs, plants, fruit trees, etc., were examined. 
In 29 cases notices were served on owners of stock found to be affected with 
pests or disease advising them on the control measures to be taken. 

Sale of strawberry plants and blackcurrant bushes.-No licences were granted 
to growers to sell uncertified strawberry plants or blackcurrant bushes, although 
ten applications for licences were received. Eight growers who advertised 
uncertified strawberry plants and blackcurrant bushes were warned.' 

Blackcurrant mite.-In the course of inspection and as a result of complaints, 
notices were issued to the occupiers of 273 gardens, allotments, etc., in the 
counties of Aberdeen (18), Midlothian (119), Perth (12) and Renfrew (124), 
requiring them to destroy all bushes affected by Big Bud.' 

Wart disease of potatoes.-One new outbreak of wart disease was reported · 
during the year, and a notice was served on the occupier.• The number of 
holdings in Scotland scheduled in whole or in part of their area is now 310. 
No fresh outbreaks in private gardens or allotments were reported in 1949, 
as compared with nine in 1948 and 18 in 1947. 

A general licence was issued authorising the planting in 1949, in gardens 
and allotments in any parts of Scotland, of certain first-early varieties of potatoes 
susceptible to wart disease. The licence did not, of course, apply to any land on 
which wart disease had occurred or which had been scheduled as infested with 
wart disease. 

Colorado beetle . .:_As in previous years, precautionary measures were taken 
against a possible appearance of this pest. A fleet of caravans was retained for 
accommodating staff in the field, arrangements were continued for a firm of 
spraying contractors to keep machines and insecticides ready, and a publicity 
campaign was undertaken. Apart from notices in the press and circular letters 
to agricultural and food distributing organisations, some 3,000 posters and 
7,000 leaflets were distributed. 

Rats and mice 
Grants are paid to Local Authorities to assist them to control rats and 

mice. During the year payments totalling £4,366 were made to 12 Local 
Authorities for expenditure incurred before 31st March, 1949. Subsidy 
amounting to £214 was also paid towards the purchase of 3,332 lbs. of gas 
powder used by farmers and others for rat destruction. 

If asked to do so by Local Authorities, tbe Department's rat destruction 
staff undertake destruction work. This service is centred on headquarters in 
Edinburgh, Perth, Aberdeen, Inverness, Glasgow and Girvan and the staff 
consists !lf eight pests officers a~d 51 trap~ers and foremen. The pests officers 
also advise on the control of ammal and b1rd pests. · 

The control measures usually adopted for the destruction of rats and mice 
a~e trappin!!, snaring, po!soni~g and gassing. The pois<?ns ~sed are red squill; . 
nne phosphide and arsemc, while Cymag (hydrogen cyamde) IS used as a gassing 
agent. 

From 18th July, 1949, the charges for the rats and mice destruction service 
were increased from 3s. 2d. per man hour to 5s. per man hour with a minimum 
charge of 5s. per visit. . ' · · 

Injurious animals and birds 
. Schemes of .fina~ci:U !lssistance t<? encourage farmers and others to destroy 

ammals and b1rds mJunous to agnculture were continued during the year 
Particulars are given below. -

Vermin destruction schemes.-These schemes are mainly concerned with. 
1 The Sale of Strawberry Plants and Blac:kcurrant Busbes (ScoUand) Order 1947 
1 The Blackcummt Mite (Scotland) Order, 1947. ' . · 
• The Wart Disease of Potatoes (Scotland) Ordcr,l941. 
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fox destruction but in some cases deal with other pests such as boodie crows 
wild cats, etc. Six schemes, towards the cost of which local farmers and land: 
owners contribute, are administered directly by Agricultural Executive Com­
mitt~.s, and 18 ~cbe.mes, voluntary in character, are operated by local bodies 
rece!Vmg grants-m-aid. 

. During the .year end~d 31st March, 1949, approximately 8,000 foxes were 
killed under SIX committee schemes and 16 voluntary schemes. Financial 
assistance, not exceeding 40 per cent. of expenditure in each case, amounted 
to £1,678. During the current financial year maximum grants amounting to 
£2,361 have been approved for the six committee schemes and 18 other schemes 
referred to above. 

Rabbit destruction scheme.-Grants amounting to £666 were paid towards 
the cost of purchasing 10,444lbs. of Cymag for gassing rabbits in bmrows. 

Organised shoots.-Agricultural Executive Committees organised 118 
rook shoots in areas where there were heavy lotal concentrations of these 
birds. The cost of this scheme was £859. 

Control of rearing of pheasants.-No land in Scotland may be used for the 
hatching or rearing of pheasants by artificial means except under licence.• 
During the year 13 such licences were issued. 
Worrying of Live Stock by Dogs 

Complaints continued to be received from the agricultural community 
about damage done by dogs to live stock and particularly to sheep. Wide 
publicity was given in the press and through Agricultural Executive Com­
mittees to the necessity for keeping dogs under proper control, especially during 
the lambing season. 
Food infestation 

For' the purpose of discovering and controlling insect pests in stored food 
a staff of scientific officers is employed. These officers are stationed at Glasgow, 
Edinburgh, Dundee and Aberdeen, and act in the capacity of inspectors. Ships 
carrying food cargoes subject to insect infestation are examined on arrival and 
dock silos, warehouses and mills are also inspected. A check is thus made on 
imported food at various stages after its arrival in this country~ If insects are 
found in substantial numbers either in the food or in premises or vehicles, the 
inspectors recommend treatment by fumigation, spraying, cleaning or other 
appropriate mearis. Compulsory powers exist to ensure that these recom­
mendations are carried out, but it bas not been found necessary to use such 
powers. 

A staff of operators is maintained to carry out the actual work of spraying 
and cleaning recommended by the inspectors. Fumigation of foodstuffs or 
premises, however, is undertaken by commercial fumigation companies under 
the directions of the scientific officers. 

Injurious weeds 
The presence of injurious weeds wa.s reported in 132. e3:ses ~uring the year. 

Most of the complaints refef!ed to pnvate gardens, build~g sites and vacant 
plots of ground ; in a few J?Stances where. weeds on. agricult~ral land were 
reported, the appropriate Agricultural Execl!tive Committ~ was mf<;>rmed. 

In 112 instances it was sufficient to remmd the occupiers of their statutory 
obligations to get the weeds destroyed. No formal_not~ces ~ere required. The 
remaining 20 complaints were left over for exammation m 1950, as belated 
action in the autumn would have been useless. 

Pest control articles -
The manufacture or preparation of articles for controlling pests harmful 

11be Rearina: of Pheasants (Prohibition) (Scotland) Order, 1940. 
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to stored food may not be carried out in Scotland except under licence.' 
During the year licences were granted authorising the manufact-ure or prepara­
tion of ten substances for rodent destruction. 

The scheme, operated by the Department jointly with the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, under which official approval may be given to 
proprietary insecticides and fungicides used for the protection of growing 
crops was extended during the year to cover herbicides. Lists of approved 
articles are issued from time to time, and additional publicity was also given 
to the scheme during 1949. 

CHAPTER XV-MACHINERY, TRANSPORT AND 
SUPPLY OF MATERIALS 

Machinery 
One of the most striking changes in farming in recent years has been in­

creasing mechanisation. This development still continues, and the next census 
of farm machinery (in 1950) is expected to show further big increases in equip­
ment. At the time of the last census (January, 1948) farm tractors had increased 
from 20,000 in 1944 to almost 30,000. Combined harvesters, of which there 
was no record in Scotland in 1937, numbered about 100 in 1944 and 260 in 
1948. The figure is now estimated to be about 400. 

Control of the manufacture and supply of British-made farm machinery · 
was ended on 1st June, 1949,' and with one exception control of distribution 
of all home-produced machines ceased. The exception was that Massey-Harris 
combines for the 1949 harvest were allocated by arrangement with the manu­
facturers. From 9th May an increase in the price of controlled items of farm 
machinery was authorised and at the same time assurances were given on behalf 
of the manufacturers that the removal of controls would not be followed by 
immediate further increases in price. · 

Control of the distribution of certain classes of imported machinery­
crawler tractors, combined harvesters and pick-up balers-was continued for 
the remainder of 1949 by arrangement with the importers concerned. Distri­
bution of other imported machinery was freed from control apart from some 
machines which had been allocated in advance of delivery. Particulars of the · 
distribution of imported machinery are given in Appendix 14. 

Returns obtained from Scottish manufacturers with an annual output of 
15 machines and over ·showed little change in production for the home and 
export markets as compared with the previous manufacturing year (year ended 
30th September). Table 24 gives details. . 

TABLE 24.-PRODUCTION OF AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY IN SCOTLAND 3 

Year ended 30th September 

Total 

Home 

Export 

1 The Infestation Orden, 1943 and 1945. 

1949 

46,695 

4),315 

. 6,380 
. 

Number of machines . 

1948 

43,114 

37,276 

5,838 

t The Fann Machineey ·cControl of Manufac:tuJe and Supply) Order, 1946 (Revocation) Order 1949. 
t Figures are not available of production by manufacturers with less lhan the above minimum annual 

outpuL 
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Tractor Service 
Speciaf services, such as crop spraying and drainage, were discontinued during 

the year on the recommendation of the Working Party which was appointed 
in 1948 to review the organisation, etc., of the Tractor Service. Effect was also 
given to recommendations that they made for the disposal of certain types of 
·machinery either because their continued operation was uneconomic or because 
their retention did not fit in with the policy of standardising, as far as possible, 
the machinery held for general use. 

This policy, and the general contraction of the service in accord with the 
reduced demand from farmers, has resulted in a considerable reduction in the 
number of machines and implements held. Disposals, and limited acquisitions 
of new machinery during the year, are reflected in Table 25. 

TABLE 25.-TRACI'OR SERVICE-IMPLEMENTS AND MACHINERY HELD 
Number 

At 1st Januazy, I At 31st December, 
1949 1949 

Tractors: 
wheeled 1,007 662 
crawler 142 99 

Ferguson implements, sets 195 162 

Ploughs: 
1,051 553 trailer .. .. 

mounted (Fordson Major) 175 175 

Harrows: 
disc 537 395 
seed 413 383 

Drills: 
lSI combined .. 162 

seed 236 199 

Broadcast sowers 112 87 

Cultivators and grubbers : 
279 146 trailer 

mounted •. 130 

Manure distributors 258 204 

Rollers 189 148 

Row-crop implements 31 13 

Potato diggers : 
286 147 trailer 

mounted 100 101 

Binders 864 628 

Mowers 132 188 

Mills .. 120 90 

Balers 65 58 

Trailers 1,366 957 

Combined harvesters 23 25 
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These changes have also permitted staff reductions to be made and a number 
<>f premises to be vacated. For requisitioned premises released £468 was paid 
.as compensation.• 

Three tractor drivers have continued to receive compensation in respect of 
<lisablement prior to 1948, and during the year there were 20 new cases of injury 
which have been dealt with under the National Health Scheme. There were 
.also 17 cases in which Tractor Service vehicles were the cause of damage to 
property. 

In view of falling demand, it was decided to withdraw the service from the 
{)uter Isles, Lewis and Zetland. 

Returns for the 1948/49 cultivating season and for the 1949 harvest show a 
-considerable reduction in the work done. Details are given in table 26. 

TABLE 26.-WORK DONE BY THE TRACTOR SERVICE 
Thousand acres 

1948/49 1947/48 

Cultivations-
Total 165.9 252.9 

Ploughing : total 49.7 82.3 

lea 18.0 36.7 
stubble 31.7 45.6 

Other cultivations 116.2 170.6 

Harvesting-
Total 62.9 102.0 

Cutting : total 60.8 . 98.0 

binder work 44.4 76.8 
hay mowing 11.8 16.3 
combined harvesting 4.6 4.9 

Potato digging .. 2.1 4.0 

In addition ·a large amount of threshing, baling and other work which is 
not recorded on an acreag~ bas.is was undertaken. For this work cash receipts 
of some £62,000 were obtatned tn the year to 31st May, 1949, as compared with 
£47,422 in the previous year. 

Since 1939 the Department's outfits have ploughed over 820,000 acres 
have cultivated more than 1,340,000 acres and have harvested a total of ove; 
960,000 act es of crops. 

Transport 
Arrangements were again made to ensure that sufficient transport was 

available to secure the harvest. Orders• were made relating to the use of 
vehicles for carrying agricultural workers during harvest and to the relief from 
excise duty of agricultural goods vehicles used for harvesting operations. As 
in previous years, the War Department also agreed to grant the use of service 
vehicles for the grain harvest. 

The period during which land tractors (first registered on or before 1st 
June, 1947) are exempt from the need to comply with the requirements of 
Regulation 31 of the Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations 
1947, so far as concerns the tyres of steering road wheels, was extended untii 
31st December, 1949.• 

1 The Compensatfon (Def~nce) Act, 1,939-Section 2 (1) (b). 
2 The Use of Vehicles dunog Harvestmg Order, 1949, and the Agricultural Goods Vehicles (Temporary Rcllcf 'from Duty) Order, 1949. 
a The Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) Rcsulations, 1949. 
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Supply of Materials 

Improvements in the supply of some materials during 1949 enabled several 
<:ontrols to be relaxed or removed. Clothes rationing was ended in March 
1949. With the exception of a few scarce species, hardwoods were de-controlled 
at the same time. The restrictions on the supply of coke for horticultural 
purposes were removed, and the Control of Binder Twine Order was revoked 
at the end· of July, 1949. Some minor schemes, e.g. that for the supply of 
thermos flasks, were also dropped. The following paragraphs give particulars 
of other responsibilities exercised during the year. 

Building Licences.-Recommendations were made to the Ministry of Works 
on 459 applications for building licences to the value of £974,000. The Depart­
ment also made application for starting dates for 132 projects not requiring 
building licences. 

Timber.-A total of 3,326 licences were. issued for timber for agricultural 
work. 

Iron and Steel.-On 1st January, 1949, the " Small Consumers Scheme" 
for iron and steel distribution was introduced. Under this scheme all consumers 
requiring less than 25 tons of steel per quarter drew their allocation from the 
Ministry of Supply. The Department continued to advise on such cases in so 
far as the agricultural needs of the consumers were concerned. Approximately 
750 authorisations for iron and steel were issued. 

Wire.-In the early part of the year fencing wire was scarce. The amount 
available increased later and, although production is not yet adequate, delays 
in delivery have been substantially reduced. . 

Asbestos Cement.-Asbestos cement goods were also very scarce owing 
to the greatly increased demand and to a world-wide shortage of asbestos fibre. 
Every effort has been made to improve matters but even so there is a long delay 
in delivery. Where possible, the Department tried to obtain earlier delivery in 
urgent cases such as fire damage. Nevertheless, with the competing demand for 
housing and other essential services the position remains difficult. 

Coal.-A number of complaints from farmers and others engaged in agri­
culture about the quantity and quality of coal allocated to them for non­
domestic purposes, had to be taken up with the Ministry of Fuel and Power. 

Paraffin.-The quantity and quality of paraffin available gave rise to a few 
complaints from poultry keepers and others, and these were taken up with the 
Ministry of Fuel and Power (Kerosene Branch) and the Local Fuel Overseers 
concerned. 

Petrol.-Numerous requests were received from farmers and others engaged 
in agricultural work for the Department's support to their applications for 
additional supplies of petrol for use in private vehicles. Where appropriate, 
recommendations were made to Regional Petroleum Officers. 

Glasshouse Fuel.-Arrangements were made with the Ministry of Fuel 
and Power to continue during the year the scheme for the supply of fuel to 
glasshouse owners who undertook to devote not less than 50 per cent. of their 
heated glasshouse space to producing food crops. However, as a re~ult of the 
removal of restrictions on the supply of coke for horticultural purposes, fewer 
growers (about 1,200) took advantage of this scheme in 1949 than did so in 1948 
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CHAPTER XVI-MISCELLANEOUS ADMINISTRATIVE 
SERVICES 

Organisation 

As an administrative unit, the Department consists of two complementary 
parts, the head office in Edinburgh and the area organisation. The headquarters 
organisation is shown in Appendix 15, Table 1, together with the names of the · 
principal administrative, executive and professional officers. The area organisa­
tion is based on 11 areas which coincide with those covered by the Agricultural 
Executive Committees described in Chapter II of this report. ·Details of the area 
organisation are given in Appendix 15, Table 2. 

On 1st October, 1949, effect was given to a change in the responsibility for 
the staffing of the Scottish Machinery Testing Station at Howden. The scientific, 
technical and office staff employed, with the exception of those who chose to 
return to departmental duties, were taken over by the governing body of the 
new agricultural engineering research institute. 

The comprehensive review of the Department's work by Treasury Organisa­
tion and Methods Division, which was begun in 1946, continued throughout 
1949. The reports of the 0. & M. officers proved to be very helpful and many 
recommendations made by them for improved methods of work were accepted. 

Committees of the Department 

An Advisory Committee on Departmental Organisation was appointed 
during the year with the following terms of reference :-

(i) To consider the provisional programme of investigations to be carried 
out by the 0. & M. service and to modify it as necessary. 

(ii) To give consideration to any major questions arising from reports on 
Divisions of the Department already reviewed. 

. (iii) To direct the revie_w, to receive. rep01;ts on the progress made in apply­
mg agreed recommendattons and to mvesttgate further any major questions 
arising out of the review. 

Three new sub-committees of the Technical Committee of the Scottish 
Agricultural Advisory Council were set up during the year. The Fruit Trials 
Sub-Committee has the. fun~ion of advis~ng the agricultural colleges and the 
Department. on the frutt tnals th~y ~onstder ~ece_ssary and of co-ordinating 
su.ch wo~k m ;Scotland. The Arttfictal Insem.mation Investigation Sub-com­
~~t~ wtll advtse the Depa~m~nt ~m th~ pl~nnmg and conduct of an investiga­
tion mto the effects of artifictal msemmatton of cattle in Scotland and the 
interpretation of the results. The Grassland Sub-committee has the task of 
advising on all problems of grassland development and management and of 
co-ordinating experimental and research work in that sphere. ' 

Details of all the standing committees of the Department are given in 
Appendix 15, Table ;3, 
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Staffing 

. Table 27 shows the !lumber o~ staff_(excluding industrial staff) employed 
at 31st December, 1949, m companson wtth the corresponding figures for 1948. 

TABLE 27.-STAFF EMPLOYED 

Total 

Whole-time : 
Total 

Administrative 
Executive .. 
Clerical and sub-clerical 
Technical 

As 31st December Nt~mbcr 

1949 1948 

2,057 2,070. 

1,947 1,957 

34 33 
251 244 

1,053 1,078 
609 602 

110 113 

Of the officers in employment on 31st December, 1949, 54 were employed 
-on a seasonal basis, eight were on loan to other Departments and 14 were 
.absent on military service. 

A staff training scheme was continued and expanded during the year. The 
scheme is under the general direction of a sub-committee of the Whitley Council 
.and embraces both reception training for new entrants and " background 
training." Features of the year's. general training activities were conferences 
cf supervisory officers, lectures by Heads of Divisions, visits to places of 
.agricultural interest and the showing of training films. 

Mr. W. M. Sinclair was promoted to the post of Senior Inspector (Live­
stock), Miss M. M. MacLeod, N.D.D., C.O.D., to the post of Senior Inspector 
{Poultry), and Mr. D. F. MacKenzie, B.Sc. (Forestry), B.Sc. (Agric.) to the 
post of Senior Inspector (General Duties). 

Mr. A. F. Wilson, C.D.A., Divisional Lands Officer, was made an officer 
-of the Order of the British Empire, and Mr. A. MacCallum, M.C., Lands 
Officer, was made a member of the Order of the British Empire in the Birthday 
-Honours List. 

Mr. J. T. Steele, O.B.E., M.A., B.Sc. (Agric.), who joined the Board of 
· Agriculture in 1920, retired from the post of deputy Chief Inspector (Livestock), 

.and was succeeded by Mr. A. J. Bean, B.Sc. (Agric.). Mr. A. Nicolson, M.B.E., 
who joined the Congested Districts Board in 1904, retired from the post of 
Lands Officer but continued in the Department's service as local factor (part-
time) for Sunart estate, Argyll. . 

It is with regret that the deaths durmg the year are recorded of Dr. J. M. 
Caie C. B. formerly Deputy Secretary of the Department and Chairman of the 
Technical 'committee of the Scottish Agricultural Advisory Council; Miss 
R. B. Clark, Senior Assistant (Scientific) ; Mr. E. S. MacKenzie, B.Sc. (Agric.), 
Assistant Lands Officer ; Mr. W. J. McLehose, Clerk of Works ; Mr. A. F. 
Mackay, Technical Assistant (G~neral Duties), Grade II ; Mr. W. Dewar, 
Technical Assistant (General Duties), Grade III ; Mr. W. Kay, Pest Trapper ; 
Mr. F. J. Sweeney, Mr. J. Lancaster, Mr. N. McLeod, and Mr. T. D. Beattie, 
Temporary Clerks ; and Mr. J. Low, Messenger. 

Finance 
The net amount provided by Parliament in the main Vote (Class VI, 21) for 

the expenses of the Department in the financial year ende4 31st March, 1949, 
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was £3,062,491. Certain major projects involving capital expenditure for 
which provision was made were postponed or delayed and mainly for that 
reason the actual expenditure from the Vote was restricted to £2,556,812. In 
addition the Development Commissioners made available for expenditure by 
the Department grants of £29,688 of which £21,853 was spent. 

The expenditure from the Vote included payment to the credit of the 
Agriculture (Scotland) Fund of grants amounting to £240,977. In February 
repayment was made from the Fund to the Public Works Loan Commissioners 
of the outstanding amounts (£753,794) of the loans made by them under­
Section 26 of the Land Settlement (Scotland) Act, 1919, and in accordance 
with directions given by the Treasury under Section 67 of the Agriculture 
(Scotland) Act, 1948, the Fund was wound up at 31st March, 1949. The 
balance of £68,895 remaining in the Fund was paid into the Exchequer. 
Expenditure on land settlement and crofter housing previously met from the 
Agriculture (Scotland) Fund is now met as a direct charge on the Department's 
main Vote. 

The net amount provided for the financial year 1948/49 in the Food Pro­
duction Services Vote (Class VI, 22) for certain food production services of the 
Department was £10,369,250. The net expenditure from that Vote was 
£9,380,900. 

The Accounts, as audited by the Comptroller and Auditor General, detailing 
the expenditure under the various subheads of the two Votes and the payments 
into and from the Agriculture (Scotland) Fund are printed in the Appropriation 
Accounts for 1948/49 (H.C. 319, pages 375 to 388.) The printed volume 
of Trading Accounts and Balance Sheets of trading or commercial services 
conducted by Government Departments in the year 1948/49 contains 
such accounts in respect of the Department's management and farming of 
agricultural lands and the operation of the agricultural labour and agri­
cultural machinery ser-vices. 

The net amounts provided by Parliament for the financial year 1949/50 
in the main Vote and the Food Production Ser-vices Vote for the Department 
are £3,524,007 and £8,150,000 respectively. Details of the estimated expenditure 
are given in the Civil Estimates (H.C. 77, Class VI, pages 187 to 212). 

Farm Economics 
A large part of the work of the Department's Farm Economics Branch is 

now concerned with the preparation of economic data for the annual (and 
spe:ial) revi~ws into the ge1:1eral ec~n.omic condition~ and prospects of the 
agricultural mdustry .for which proVISion was made m the Agriculture Act, 
1947. The data, which are also used for other purposes, may be classified 
under four main heads : (i) the net income of farming, (ii) agricultural output 
(iii) costs of production of individual farm products, and (iv) wage rates earn: 
ings and other conditions of employment of farm workers. Details ~f this 
work, and of other investigations, are given below. 

Net income.-Information about net income is obtained from accounts 
kept by far-mers throughout Scotland in collaboration with the agricultural 
economists at the colleges. The Department received 629 such accounts for 
the financial year 1947/48. The anonymity of the individuals providing 
accounts. is carefully preser-ved an~ they are unknown to the Department. 

Net n~:come. represe!lts the difference b~tween gross receipts and gross 
expenses (mclud!ng family labour) plus or mmus any changes in the valuation 
of far-m crops, livestock and eqmpment on hand at the beginning and end of 
the financial year. 

Agricultural output may be defined as that part of the total agricultural 
production which leaves the "national farm" and is available for human 
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~nsumption. The. ~stimated ~alue of the gross output of Scottish agriculture 
m 1948/49 was pro_viSion~lly estimated at £100,000,000. For comparison with the 
volume of 01;1tput m earlier years it is necessary to eliminate changes in prices and 
als'? to obtam a ~gure of net output so as to allow for changes in the quantity 
of unported feedmg-stuffs, seeds and store cattle, which are used in producing: 
gross output. 

Costs of pro~uction.-The investigation into the economics of milk production 
has been c_ontinued at the three colleges and the Department has received 
anonymous records relating to 351 farms for 1946/47 and 355 farms for 1947/48. 
A report 1 was published during 1949 covering the investigation for the year 
1946/47. 

The Milk Marketing Boards in Scotland again met one-half of the expendi­
ture incurred by the colleges in carrying out this investigation. 

Other enterprises costed at one or more of the colleges in 1948/49 were oats 
mashlum, beans, sugar beet, potatoes, turnips, linseed, kale, mangolds, arabi; 
silage, grass silage, temporary grass, cattle and sheep. The results are given in 
college reports. A small nuniber of full cost accounts continue to be kept 
particularly at the North of Scotland College. ' 

Wages and employment.-Labour is by far the largest item of expenditure. 
on the average farm and a wages and employment enquiry is being conducted 
to provide an accurate and continuous body of information for the annual 
review of prices. During the year information relating to the earnings and 
hours of work of more than 12,000 workers was obtained from a sample of 
2,000 farms representing all types and sizes. At the same time some information 
was collected on the labour supply position. 

Economics of hill farming.-Economic appraisals of 200 schemes submitted 
by landlords and tenants of hill farms under the terms of the Hill Farming 
Act, 1946, were undertaken during the year. As in former years data were 
collected from all the more important sheep auction markets relating to numbers. 
and prices of hill lambs and ewes sold at the autumn sales. These, together 
with data on the general economic position of hill farms derived from a sample 
of financial accounts formed the basis of an assessment of the amount of 
subsidy required to maintain the level of income on hill sheep farms. 

Research work of a more general nature into the economics of hill farming 
was also undertaken at the request of the Hill Farm Research Committee. 

Farm classification.-Work bas been started on a new economic classification 
of holdings in Scotland based on the June, 1947, agricultural returns. Hitherto, 
there has been little systematic information about the economic significance oC 
the 77,000 holdings in Scotland-how many are f!Jll-time units, ho~ many 
part-time or spare-time, how many are seasonal grazmgs, accommodation land 
and so on. The classification will show the number of holdings in each of these 
and a number of other categories and will analyse the full-time farms by type,. 
rent, acreage, etc., groups in each county. . Statistics .will also be obtained about 
the organisation and structure of the vanous farmmg types as shown by the. 
crops they grow and the livestock and labour they carry. 

· Work simplification.-lnvestig~tio~s are to be developed to stu~y the extent 
to which it is possible to econ'?mtse m the use. of labou_r '?n Scotttsh farms by 
the introduction of new techmques and practices. Thts IS a sphere of work 
which has been developed in the United States, but not as yet to any significant 
extent in this country. Two appointments have been made specifically for this. 
work at the Economics Departments of North and West colleges respectively. 
Work has begun at the West col!eg~ on labour s~ving on dairr farms a~d at theo 
North college into labour orgamsatton and requuements of stlage makmg. 

1 Investigation into the Economies of Milk Production in Scotland-Report No. 2-J946/47. 
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Capital investment.-Work has been undertaken in co-ordinating statistics 
relating to capital investment programmes for agriculture and in preparing 
related memoranda. 

Statistics 
The Department continued to collect the various returns for which the 

Secretary of State is responsible, and to make available agricultural statistics 
for Departmental or public use. The following paragraphs give details of these 
returns. 

Agricultural return and quarterly censuses.-In addition to the agricultural 
return taken on 4th June, 1949, quarterly censuses were taken on 4th March, 
3rd September and 3rd December, 1949. The December return included an 
additional panel for the purposes of the F.A.O. World Census, 1950. 

Return of livestock entering morkets.-From information received in 1949 
from livestock auctioneers and from the Ministry of Food a statement was 
prepared showing the numbers of cattle, sheep and pigs entered for sale in 
Scotland during 1947 and 1948. 

Electricity and water supplies on agricultural holdings.-A summary of the 
information collected in September, 1948, was circulated and published in 
September, 1949. 

Deer forest returns were issued to the proprietors of deer forests to obtain 
particulars of the acreage of each forest and the numbers of cattle and sheep 
which each was carrying at 4th June, 1949. 

R~turn of vari~ti~s of potatoes.-"[he collection of returns of acreages under 
the different vanet1es of potatoes m Scotland was undertaken, as in recent 
years, by the Ministry of Food and the results made available to the Department. 

Monthly agricultural reports on the condition and prospects of crops and 
stock, forecast of yields, etc., based on returns received from the Department's 
crop reporters were issued throughout the year. 

Notes on trade.-Week!y summaries were also issued of the prices of agri­
cultural produce at certain representative Scottish markets, as returned by the 
Department's market reporters. 
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APPENDIX 1.-LIST OF THE PRINCIPAL ACTS AND 
ORDERS MADE DURING 1949 WHICH AFFECT 

SCOTTISH AGRICULTURE 

Acts 

Agricultural f.!oldings (Scotland) Act, 1949. 
Agricultural Marketing Act, 1949. 
Agricultural Wages (Scotland) Act, 1949. 
Agriculture (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1949. 
Coast Protection Act, 1949. 
Expiring Laws Continuance Act, 1949. 
Docking and Nicking of Horses Act, 1949. 
Housing (Scotland) Act, 1949. 
Milk (Special Designations) Act, 1949. 
Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949. 
Slaughter of Animals (Scotland) Act, 1949. 
Water (Scotland) Act, 1949. 

Orders in Council 

Summer Time Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 373. 
Transfer of Functions (Food and Drugs) (Scotland) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1047 (S.68). 

Orders made by tbe Secretary of State 1 

Agriculture (Artificial Insemination) (Financial Matters) (Scotland) Regolations, 1949. 
S.I. 1949 No. 1319 (S.93). 

Agr!culture (Maximum Area of Pasture) (Scotland) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 2371 (S.l63). 
Agriculture (Scotland) Regolations, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 2425 (S.164). 
Agricultural Marketing (Committee of Investigation) Regolations, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 2452. 
Agricultural Marketing (Public Inquiry) Rules, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 2094. 
Crop Acreage Payments (Scotland) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1457 (S.IOJ). 
Calf Rearing Subsidy (Scotland) Scheme, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 2238 (S.152). 
Calf Rearing Subsidy Scheme (Extension and Payment) (Scotland) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 

No. 2442 (S.J66). 
Claims for Depreciation of Land Values (Scotland) (Amendment) Regolations, 1949. S.I. 

1949 No. 1193 (S.76). 
Claims for Depreciation of Land Values (Mineral Undertakings) (Scotland) Regolations, 1949. 

S.I. 1949 No. 1194 (S.77). 
Compulsory Purchase of Land (Scotland) Regolations, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1888 (S.126). 
Farm Machinery (Control of Manufacture and Supply) Order, 1946 (Revocation) Order, 1949. 

S.I. 1949 No. 1023. 
Grass and Forage Crop Co-operative Drying (Financial Assistance) (Scotland) Scheme, 1949. 

s.r. 1949 No. 1366 (S.9S). 
Grass and Forage Crop Drying (Loans) (Scotland) Scheme, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1468 (S.103). 
Grass and Forage Crop Co-operative Drying (Financial Assistance) (Scotland) (No. 2) 

Scheme, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 2319 (S.'I58). 
Grass Seed (Growers' Fixed Prices) (Scotland) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1000 (S.66). 
Hill Farming Improvements Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 548. 
Hill Farming Improvements (Piers, etc.) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 2169. 
Hill Sheep Subsidy Payment (Scotland) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 244 (S.13). 
Home Grown Wool Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 710. 
Improvement of Livestock (Licensing of Boars) (Scotland) Regolations, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 

1912 (S.i32). 
Importation of Raw Cherries (Scotland) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 825 (S.44). 
Importation of Plants (Amendment). (Scotland) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1860 (S.l22). 
Importation of Forest Trees (Prohibition) (Scotland) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1861 (S.l23). 
Landholders and Cottars (Building Grant) (Scotland) Regulations, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 946 

(S.56). 
Landlord and Tenant (Rent Control) (Scotland) Regulations, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1257 (S.90). 

1 Includes Orders made by tbc Secretary of State in conjunction with other Ministers. 
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Licensing of Boars (Application to Scotland) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1191 (S.l31). 
Lochmaddy Pier Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1516 (S.l07). • 
Marginal Agricultural Production (Scotland) Scheme, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 610 (S.32). 
Milk (Special Designations) (Scotland) (Amendment) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1856 (S.l21). 
Potato Marketing Scheme, 1933 (Modification and Suspension) (Amendment) Order, 1949. 

S.I. 1949 No. 1259. 
Straw (Revocation) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 308. · 
Sugar Industry (Provision for Research and Education in the Growing of Sugar Beet in Great 

Britain) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1081. · 
Threshing of Grain (Amendment) (Scotland) Order, 1949. S.I, 1949 No. 1408 (S.97). 
Town and Country Planning (General Development) (Scotland) (Amendment) Order, 1949. 

S.I. 1949 No. 779 (S.42). 
Wheat Commission (Scales of Allowances) Regulations, 1949. S.J. 1949 No. 729. 

Orders made by other Ministers 

Grains and pulses 
Barley (Great Britain and Northern Ireland) (Amendment) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 502. 
Barley (Great Britain) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1185. 
Pearl Barley (Revocation) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 2407. 
Oats (Great Britain) (Amendment) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1162. 
Oats (Great Britain) (Amendment No. 2) Order, 1949. S.l. 1949 No. 2038. 
Oat Products (Revocation) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 2027. 
Wheat (Great Britain) Order, 1949. S.l. 1949 No. 1164. 
Rye (Great Britain) Order, 1949. S.l. 1949 No. 1192. 
Rye (Great Britain and Northern Ireland) (Amendment) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1743. 
Dredge Com (Great Britain and Northern Ireland) (Amendment) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 

No. 503. 
Dredge Com (Great Britain) Order, 1949. S.J. 1949 No. 1191. 
Home Grown Grains (Sack Charges) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1395. 
Pulse (Amendment) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1525. 
Beans and Peas (Sack Charges) (Amendment) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1166. 

Potatoes 
Potatoes (General Provisions) (Amendment) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1019. 
Seed Potatoes (1949 Crop) Order, 1949. S.J. 1949 No. 1722. 
Seed Potatoes (Export) (Charges) Order, 1948 (Revocation) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1698. 
Ware Potatoes (1948 Crop) (Amendment No. 2) Order, 1949. S.J. 1949 No. 407. 
New Potatoes (1949 Crop) Order, 1949. S.J. 1949 No. 1020. 
Ware Potatoes (1949 Crop) (No. I) Order, 1949. S.l. 1949 No. 1459. 
Ware Potatoes (1949 Crop) (No. 2) Order, 1949. S.J. 1949 No. 1818. 
Ware Potatoes (Amendment) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 2134. 
Ware Potatoes (Amendment No.2) Order, 1949. S.J. 1949 No. 2436. 
Ware Potatoes (1949 Crop) (Restrictions on Sales) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1723. 
Ware Potatoes (Restrictions on Sales) (Revocation) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 2273. 
Stockfeed Potatoes (Amendment) Order, 1949 .. S.I. 1949 No. 2345. 

Fruit and Vegetables 

Carrots (Amendment) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 473. 
Carrots (Revocation) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1298. 
Carrots Order, 1949. S.J. 1949 No. 1978. 
Home Grown Apples (Revocation) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1415. 
Home Grown Apples Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 2085. . 
Home Grown Apples (Amendment) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 2439. 
Pears (Amendment) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1012. 
Pears (Revocation) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1555. 
Soft Fruit .and Root Vegetables (R""o_cation) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 252. 
Fresh Frutt and Vegetables (Restriction on Dealing) (Revocation) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 

No. 2437. 

Feeding-stuffs 

Feeding Stuffs (Pr!ces) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 500. 
Feedmg Stuffs (Pf!ces) (Amendment) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1160. 
Feed!ng Stuffs (Pf!ces) (Amendment No.2) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1388. 
Feed!J1g Stuffs {Pf!ces) (Amendment No.3) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1963. 
Feedmg Stuffs (Pnces) (Amendment No. 4) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 2009. 
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Feeding Stuffs (Manufacture) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1067. 
Feeding Stuffs (Rationing) Order, 1949. S.l. 1949 No. 1584. 
Feeding Stuffs (Rationing) (General Licence) Order, 1949. S.l. 1949 No. 2260. 
Hay (Revocation) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1022. 
Kitchen Waste Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 748. 

Livestock and livestock products 

Livestock (Sales) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1253. 
Live Poultry (Regulation of Sales, Exhibitions and Movements) (Amendment) Order, 1949. 

S.I. 1949 No. 108. 
Live Poultry (Regulation of Sales, Exhibitions and Movements) (Amendment) (No. 2) Order, 

1949. S.I. 1949 No. 255. 
Live Poultry (Regulation of Sales, Exhibitions and Movements) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 

1335. 
Movement of Live Poultry from Orkney Islands (Prohibition) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1690. 
Movement of Poultry Carcases from Orkney Islands (Regulation) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 

1731. 
Movement of Poultry Carcases from Orkney Islands (Revocation) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 

No. 2117. 
Movement of Live Poultry from Orkney Islands (Revocation) Order,l949. S.I. 1949 No. 2428. 
Rabbits and Hares (Amendment) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 55. 
Rabbits and Hares (Amendment No.2) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1254. 
Eggs (Great Britain) (Amendment) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 272, 
Eggs (Great Britain) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 612. · ' 
Eggs (Great Britain and Northern Ireland) (Amendment) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1377. 
Eggs (Great Britain) (Amendment No.2) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1748. 
Eggs (Great Britain) (Amendment No. 3) Order, 1949. S.l. 1949 No. 1937. 

Miscellaneous 
Control of Flax (Various Orders) (Revocation) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 2194. 
Control of Fertilisers (Revocation) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 98. 
Fertilisers (Prices) (Amendment No.2) Order, 1949. S.l. 1949 No. 1136. 
Control of Binder Twine (Revocation) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1143. 
Control of Building Operations (No. 13) Order, 1949. S.I.1949 No. 1102. 
Control of Building Operations (No. 14) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 2278. 
Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) Regulations, 1949. S.l. 1949 No. 887 
Use of Vehicles during Harvesting Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 932. 
Mechanically Propelled Vehicles (Termination of Emergency Provisions) Order, 1949. 

S.I. 1949 No. 1237. 
Agricultural Goods Vehicles (Temporary Relief from Duty) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 1249. 
Control of Engagement (Amendment) Order, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 2251. 
Poison Rules, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 539. 

Order made by the Scottish Land Court 
Scottish Land Court (Exchequer Fees) (Amendment) Rules, 1949. S.I. 1949 No. 144 (S.lO). 
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Appendix 2 

Prices of agricultural produce 

Unit 1948/49 I 1949/50 I 1950/51 

s. d. s. d. s. d. 
CROPS: 

Wheat: 
Millable1 • • • • • • • • 

Acreage payment (on first 10 acres) 

Barley: 
Malting (maximum price) .. 
Milling (minimum price) 
Feeding (maximum price) .. 

Oats :1 

Milling (maximum price) 
Feeding: 

Maximum price .. 
Minimum price .. 

Rye: 

Per cwt. 
Per acre. 

Per cwt. 

" 
" 

" 

" 
" 

Fixed price . • • • . . . . , 
Acreage payment (on first to acres) Per acre. 

Sugar beet (15.5% sugar content) 

Potatoes : 
Main Crop' .. 
Acreage payment : 

On first 10 acres . . . . 
On area in excess of 10 acres 

LIVESTOCK AND LIVESTOCK PRODUCTS. 
Fat cattle (steers, heifers and cow-

heifers) . . . . . . . . 

Fat sheep (first grade) .. 

Fat lambs (average of first and second 
grades) . . • . . • . . 

Fat pigs (standard weight range of clean 
pigs) . . • . . • . . . . 

Milk' 

Eggs' 

I Anragc annual price. 

Per ton. 

" 
Per acre. 

" 

Per live cwt. 

Per lb. dead 
weight. 

" 

Per score 
dead weight. 

Per gallon. 

Per dozen. 

23 0 
60 0 

30 0 
23 0 

20 6 

20 3 
18 7 

23 0 
60 0 

103 4 

175 0 

240 0 
160 0 

98 3 

2 It 

2 3 

36 0 

2 6 

4 0 

23 3 
60 0 

30 3 
23 3 
19 9 

20 9 

20 6 
18 10 

23 3 
60 0 

105 I 

181 9 

240 0 
160 0 

102 9 

2 2 

2 3! 

42 9 

2 8! 

4 I 

28 0 

-' 
21 6° 

21 6 

21 3 
19 4 

23 5• 
60 0 

105 4 

185 0 

}zoo o• 

1 
A maximum malting price for barley bas not been fixed. The position will be reviewed early in 1950 and a 

further announcement made . 

. ! Fixc:d price. The guarantee will operate in 1950/51 at this price;· previously it operated at the minimum milbng prtce. 
• Minimum price. 
1 Average annual price of King Edward and Majestic varieties at selected markets. 
• On total acreage. 
'Average pool price plus quality premiums and temporary bonus, 
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Appendix 3 
Land managed or farmed by the Department of Agriculture 

At 31st December, 1949 Acrtts 

Total managed Farmed1 

Total 849,608 168,920 

Land vested in the Secretary of State 464,588 25,906 

Forestry Commission land 220,831 51,375 

Requisitioned properties 121,987 55,387 

Other land 42,202 36,252 

1 Also included in " total managed." 

Appendix 4 
TABLE I.-Grants paid for agricultural drainage• 

Year ended 31st December 1949 • 

Amount of grants paid Area improved 
Grants 

I I I paid Hill Arable Hill I Arable 
Total land land Total land land 

Number £ Acres 

Total .. .. 4,042 255,732 47,573 208,159 256,917 200,304 56,613 

Aberdeen .. .. 651 18,314 17 18,297 6,790 42 6,748 
Angus .. .. liS 12,286 1,593 10,693 11,558 9,066 2,492 
Argyll .. .. 178 14,195 6,766 7,429 30,038 27,268 2,770 
Ayr .. .. 282 29,963 5,463 24,500 19,592 17,:728 1,864 
Banff .. .. 130 6,767 - 6,767 2,768 - 2,768 
Berwick .. .. 85 7,306 818 6,488 4,892 3,205 1,687 
Bute .. 28 2,262 28 2,234 193 II 182 
Caithness .. .. 149 4,066 1,939 2,127 12,321 10,762 1,559 
Clackmannan .. II 3,891 - 3,891 658 - 658 
Dumfries .. .. 243 18,821 7,008 11,813 25,298 23,397 1,901 
Dunbarton .. 68 5,298 796 4,502 2,441 1,838 603 
East Lothian .. 42 6,383 329 6,054 2,009 1,065 944 
Fife .. 148 9,670 44 9,626 3,396 400 2,996 
·Inverness .. .. 108 5,939 947 4,992 8,395 6,725 1,670 
Kincardine .. 142 6,355 272 6,083 3,492 630 2,862 
Kinross .. 32 1,728 - 1,728 483 - 483 
Kirkcudbright .. 141 8,316 2,721 5,595 6,490 5,308 1,182 
Lanark .. .. 225 17,138 1,727 15,411 9,073 7,035 2,038 
Midlothian .. 67 5,245 895 4,350 2,674 1,670 1,004 
Moray .. .. 97 4,047 78 3,969 2,820 400 2,420 
Nairn .. .. 30 877 - 877 524 - 524 
Orkney .. .. 68 833 40 793 545 58 487 
Peebles .. .. 40 3,842 1,105 2,737 7,159 6,465 694 
Perth .. .. 293 23,392 3,663 19,729 32,600 24,878 7,722 
Renfrew .. .. 88 5,693 1,415 4,278 2,992 2,448 544 
Ross .. .. 161 7,771 433 7,338 5,669 1,830 3,839 
Roxburgh .. 96 6,072 3,450 2,622 17,132 16,084 . 1,048 
Selkirk .. .. 43 2,367 1,539 828 8,394 7,965 429 
Stirling .. .. 96 6,072 1,210 4,862 4,525 3,420 1,105 
Sutherland .. 41 2,991 2,715 276 19,146 19,020 126 
West Lothian .. 34 1,714 - 1,714 569 - 569 
Wigtown .. .. 98 5,945 410 5,535 1,919 1,265 654 
Zetland .. .. 12 173 152 21 362 321 41 

1 The Aariculturc Act, 1937. 
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Appendix 4 

TABLE 2.-Hill Farming Act, 1946. Proposals for improvement 
schemes analysed by counties 

At 31st December 1949 ' 

.. Live " schemes 
Proposals Proposals (approved or still to be examined) 
received rejected 

I Farms Area Estimated 
Schemes 1 concerned involved cost 

Number Acres £ 

Total .. .. 914 183 731 1,073 2,444,200 2,714,965 
ArgyU area 

103 202,600 209,227 Argyll (Mainland) 73 7 66 
Argyll (Islands) .. 27 7. 20 30 64,000 79,874 

Border area 
Berwick .. .. 18 7 II 12 25,200 73,961 
Peebles .. .. 33 5 28 34 87,000 101,548 
Roxburgh .. 35 4 31 38 56,600 93,902 
Selkirk .. .. 32 4 28 33 58,400 109,512 

Central area 
Clackmannan .. I - I I 3,000 3,250 
Perth (West) .. 27 I 26 37 152,300 156,333 
Stirling .. .. 15 3 12 16 25,600 44,116 

Clyde area 
Bute (Bute and 

Cum braes) .. - - - - - -
Dunbarton .. 7 2 5 5 4,900 16,256 
Lanark .. .. 48 4 44 47 70,500 108,172 
Renfrew .. .. 6 2 4 4 2,800 10,685 

Eastern area .. 
Angus .. .. 15 I 14 33 43,700 82,492 
Fife .. .. 10 5 5 7 3,400 12,190 
Kinross .. 3 I 2 2 2,200 11,089 
Perth (East) .. 34 4 30 53 147,600 233,924 

Highland area .. 
Inverness (Main-

land) .. .. 67 8 59 95 421,000 334,327 
Inverness (Islands) 44 13 31 41 111,500 56,364 
Moray .. .. II 6 5 5 5,200 3,027 
Nairn .. .. I - I 2 4,800 1,022 
Ross & Cromarty 

(Mainland) .• 33 5 28 74 233,500 76,192 
Ross & Cromarty 

(Islands) .. 13 9 4 8 11,900 11,730 
Lothian area 

East Lothian .. 13 3 10 10 18,000 20,186 
Midlothian .. 21 3 18 23 30,500 49,85J 
West Lothian .. - - - - - -North eastern area 
Aberdeen •. .. 10 6 4 IS 21,800 60,400 
Banff .. 6 5 I 3 1,200 932 Kincardine .. I I - - - -Northern area 
Caithness .. .. 23 ll 12 23 93,100 58,574 Orkney .. .. 12 12 - - - -Sutherland .. 28 4 24 47 189,700 48,280 Zetland .. 22 12 10 30 18,400 11,759 South western area 
Ayr •• .. 67 10 57 77 109,700 188,835 Bute (Arran) .. 7 6 I I 7,300 1,990 Wigtown .. .. 10 I 9 12 14,000 8,918 Southern area 
Dumfries .. .. 69 3 66 76 117,100 279,801 Kirkcudbright .. 72 8 64 76 85,700 156,244 

84 



Appendix4 

TABLE 3.-Hill Farming Act, 1946. Estimated cost of" live" 
schemes analysed by nature of work proposed 

At 31st December, 1949 

Estimated cost 
Percentage of total cost 

£ -

Total .. .. .. .. .. .. 2,714,965 100.0 

Buildings: 
Total . . .. .. .. .. 1,022,551 37.7 

Farm buildings .. .. .. .. 362,775 13.4 
Farm houses .. .. . . .. 175,185 6.5 
Farm cottages .. .. . . .. 484,591 17.8 

Roads and bridges .. .. .. .. 227,246 8.4 
Water supplies .. .. . . .. 49,482 1.8 
Electricity • • • • . . .. .. 126,481 4.6 
Dipping, etc., accommodation .. .. 90,945 3.4 
Silos .. .. .. .. .. .. 3,020 0.1 
Fencing .. .. ... . . .. 381,725 14.0 
Grids .• ... '. .. . . .. 4,260 0.2 
Drainage .. .. .. .. .. 214,532 7.9 
Reclamation of wasteland .. .. .. 4,156 0.2 
Shelter belts .. .. . . .. . . 84,099 3.1 
Liming .• .. .. .. . . . . 139,380 5.2 
Manuring .. .. .. .. . . 63,742 2.3 
Re-seeding .. .. .. . . . . 112,064 4.1 
Removal of bracken, etc. .. . . .. 73,420 2.7 
Muirburn .. .. .. .. 14,234 0.5 
Machinery and implements .. .. .. 5,151 0.2 
Pest destruction .. .. .. .. 5,015 0.2 
Miscellaneous .• .. .. . . .. 11,265 0.4 
Unspecified .. .. . . .. .. 82,197 3.0 
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Appendix 4 

Total .. 
Angus .. 
Argyll .. 
Ayr .. 
Berwick .. 
Bute .. 
Clackmannan 
Dumfries 
Dunbarton 

TABLE 4.-Scheme for the destruction of bracken 

Year ended 31st December, 1949 

I Claims paid 

Applica- Applica- Claims Area cut 
tions tions OUt· Claims Cost 

approved effective1 standing paid First I Second of 
cut cut work 

Number Acres 

.. 465 362 95 267 25,551 13,707 21,334 

.. 7 7 - 7 220 220 210 

.. 144 113 20 93 6,530 3,477 6,008 

.. 12 11 3 8 443 301 406 

.. 4 2 - 2 68 20 60 

.. 5 3 - 3 136 80 132 

.. 3 2 - 2 230 - 114 

.. 41 31 12 19 2,101 1,188 1,384 

.. 9 8 I 7 496' 356 440 
East and West 

Lothian .. 7 5 - 5 138 128 152 
Fife .. .. I I - I 10 10 22 
Inverness .. 10 6 I 5 112 38 126 
Kincardine .. I I - I 480 160 400 
Kirkcudbright .. 64 51 23 28 2,429 1,501 1,598 
Lanark .. 7 4 I 3 341 101 206 
Midlothian .. 3 3 I 2 94 - 94 
Moray .. .. 4 4 2 2 98 98 160 
Nairn .. .. I I - I 8 8 6 
Peebles .. .. 14 13 4 9 1,071 343 960 
Perth .. .. 50 40· 6 34 7,083 4,252 6,526 
Renfrew .. .. 2 2 I I 7 7 10 
Ross .. .. 9 5 3 2 60 60 30 
Roxburgh .. 16 12 3 9 1,418 630 772 
Selkirk .. .. 15 12 3 9 630 352 454 
Stirling .. 17 12 6 6 842 107 670 
Sutherland .. 11 

I 9 3 6 290 214 226 
Wigtown .. 8 4 2 2 216 56 168 

1 For various reasons, applicants cannot always carry out approved proposals . 
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Grant 
paid 

I 
£ 

10,667 

105 
3,004 

203 
30 
66 
57 

692 
220 

76 
11 
63 

200 
799 
103 
47 
80 
3 

480 
3,263 

5 
15 

386 
227 
335 
113 
84 



Appendix 5 

TABLE i.-Schemes for the inspection of growing crops of seed potatoes 

Year e11ded 31st December, 1949 Acres 

Certificate granted 
Total No 
area Stock "A" certi- "H" certi- GradeB Grade' 

inspected seed1 ficate3 ficate8 report• 

All varieties .. .. 106,763 11,720 71,681 16,551 721 6,090 

Immune varieties. 
Total .. .. . . 86,013 7,620 57,062 15,606 605 5,120 

Majestic .. .. 28,476 t,s37 I 17,812 7,508 104 1,515 
Home Guard .. .. 11,153 1,462 8,569 709 70 343 
Arran Pilot .. .. 10,124 588 8,033 1,032 48 423 
Kerr's Pink .. .. 8,333 1,261 5,468 1,247 40 317 
Redskin .. .. 6,112 159 3,140 1,904 205 704 
Gladstone .. .. 5,594 579 3,777 710 49 479 
Arran Banner .. .. 3,984 460 2,469 730 22 303 
Great Scot .. .. 3,804 269 2,677 452 24 382 
Arran Peak .. .. 1,999 368 1,274 254 18 85 
Doon Star .. 1,230 IS 709 349 - 157 
Craig's Defiance .. 645 95 480 49 s 16 
Arran Consul .. .. 565 31 271 153 - 110 
Golden Wonder .. 548 88 263 128 I 68 
Ulster Chieftain .. 516 158 312 40 3 3 
Record .. .. .. 504 78 300 68 - 58 
Dunbar Standard .. 397 52 237 71 - 37 
Dunbar Rover .. 392 97 179 78 4 34 
Dr. Mcintosh •• .. 327 124 172 23 - 8 
Vanguard .. .. 305 25 219 19 - 42 
Stormont Dawn .. 217 I 187 IS - 14 
Catriona .. .. 171 30 125 10 - 6 
DiVernon .. .. 103 2 94 4 3 -
Conference .. .. 85 65 19 - - I 
Dunbar Yoeman .. 81 - 64 8 9 -
Arran Viking .. .. 70 - 57 6 - 7 
Ballydoon .. .. 58 22 35 - - I 
King George .. .. 44 8 33 3 - -
Arran Comrade .. 29 3 25 I - -
Craig's Royal .. .. 25 21 4 - - -
Arran Victory .. .. 19 3 10 4 - 2 
Ben Lomond .. 17 - II 6 - -
Craig's Snow-White .. 7 7 - - - -
Orion .. .. 2 2 - - - -
Others .. .. .. 77 10 37 25 - s 

Non-immune varieties. 
Total .. .. .. 20,750 4,100 14,619 945 116 970 

King Edward .. .. 7,070 1,905 4,773 87 8 297 
Epicure .. .. 5,608 930 4,187 76 73 342 
Eclipse .. .. . . 2,129 327 1,468 180 I 153 
Sharpe's Express .. 1,323 122 958 188 12 43 
Up-to-date •. .. 1,276 105 1,039 78 2 52 
Red King Edward .. 1,081 387 682 - - 12 
Duke of York .. .. 990 268 602 84 7 29 
Arran Chief .. 704 - 562 122 s 15 
British Queen .. .. 204 26 141 19 6 12 
Ninetyfold .. .. 169 28 136 - 2 3 
Royal Kidney .. .. 141 - 34 107 -- -
May Queen .. .. 41 2 29 2 - 8 
Others .. .. .. 14 - 8 2 - 4 

For Footnote sec page 88 
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t ~!]~dix S 

TABLE 2.-Schemes for the inspection of growing crops of soft fruit and 
shallots · 

Year ended 31st December 

Stocks inspected 

1949 I 1948 

Number 

Shallots. 
Stocks entered .. .. . . .. 34 

Stocks certified .. .. .. . . 27 

Stocks rejected .. .. .. .. 7 

Strawberries. 
Stocks entered .. .. .. .. 286 1 

Stocks certified : 
Total .. .. .. .. .. 212 

Standard (S) .. .. .. .. 162 
Stock runner (SR) .. .. 46 
Special stock runner (SSR) .. .. 4 

Stocks rejected .. .. .. .. 63 

Stocks passed for re-inspection · .. .. II 

Raspberries. 
Stocks entered .. .. .. .. 83 

Stocks certified : 
Total .. .. .. .. .. 68 

Standard (S) .. .. .. 45 
Stock cane (SC) .. .. .. 22 
Special stock cane (SSC) .. .. I 

Stocks rejected .. " " " 
15 

Blackcurrants. 
Stocks entered " " " " 313 

Stocks certified " " " " 264 

Stocks rejected " " " " 49 

• Includes 21 stocks passed m 1948 for re-mspcct1on m 1949 • 
1 Includes 18 sto:ks passed in 1947 for rc-inspection in 1948. 

Footnote to Table I Appendix S 

17 

13 

4 

411' 

242 

168 
74 
-

128 

41 

77 

I 

I 
48 

23 
25 
-
29 

250 

202 

48 

I Quantity 
-----
I 1949 I 1948 

I Acres 

6.97 3.23 

3.81 2.20 

3.16 1.03 

171.91 216.57 

123.96 114.61 

79.85 82.76 
41.46 31.85 

2.65 -
42.19 79.84 

5.76 22.12 

177.28 142.86 

148.79 85.48 

117.62 . 49.31 
30,42 36.17 
0.75 -

28.49 57.38 

Bushes 

376,270 232,334 

362,446 214,297 

13,824 18,037 

-

1 S.S.(Scot.) and S.S.(Scot.) N.f.-Crops which have been found in the growing state to be 99.95 per cent. 
pure and true to type (i.e. containing not more than 0.05 per cent. of rogues, including undesirable variations and 
bolters) ; to cont.:un not more than (a) four plants per acre Leafroll, Severe Mosaic and Wildings, or (b) 0.25 
per cent. Mild Mosa.ic, or (c) 0.1 per cent. semi·bohers, or (d) S,O per cent. Blackleg, and to be free from visible 
mfestation with Potato Root Eelworm. 

• A.(Scot.) and A.(Scot.) N./.-crops which have been found in the growing state to be true to type containing) 
not more than l.O per cent. undesirable variations or 1.0 per cent. bolters) ~ to llltain a standard of purity of not 
less than 99.S per cent. ; to contain not more than (a) 2.0 per cent. Mild Mosaic, or (b) O.S per cent. Leafroll, 
Severe Mosaic and Wildings, or (c) 10.0 per cent. Blackleg, and to be free from visible infestation with Potato 
Root Eelworm. 

1 H.(Scot.) and H.(Scot.) N.!.-Crops which have been found in the growing state to be true to type (con­
taining not more than S.O per cent. undes1rable variations or S.O per cent. bolters) : to attain a standard of puritY of 
not less than 99.S per cent. • to contain not more than (a) 2.0 p:r cent. in all of the diseases of Leaf roll and Severe 
Mosaic and Wildings, or (b) 10.0 per cent. Mild Mosaic, or (c) 10.0 per cent. Blackleg, and to be free from visible 
infestation with Potato Root Eelworm. 

• Grad~ B.-Crops which have been found in the ~rowing state to attain a standard of purity of less than 
99.S per cent. but not less than 97.0 per cent. ; to contam not more than (a) 2.0 per cent. in all of the diseases of 
Leafroll and Severe Mosaic and Wildings, or (b) 10.0 per cent. Mild Mosaic, or (c) S.O per cent. undesirable 
variations, or (d) S.O per cent. bolters, or (I!} 10.0 per cent. Blackleg and to be free from visible infestation of Potato 
Root Eetworm. 

1 No grod~.-crops which have been found in the growing state to attain a standard of purity of less than 
97.0 percent. or which contain more than (a) 2.0 percent. oft he disc:ascs of Leaf roll and Severe Mosaic and Wildings, 
or (b) 10.0 per cent. Mild Mosaic, or (c) S.O per cent. undesirable variatioru, or (d) S.O per cent. bolters, or (e) 10.0 
per cent. Blackleg, or any crop which is not free from visible infestation with Potato Root Eclworm. 
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Appendix 6 
Certificates issued for the export of plants, etc., and seed potatoes 

Year ended 31st December, 1949 

Total 

Europe: 
Total 

Irish Republic •. 
Spain .. .. 
Channel Islands 
Other European countries 

Africa: 
Total 

South Africa 
Rhodesia . . , .. 
Other i\frican countries ... - : 

America: 
Total 

North America .. 

Plants, eli:. 

370 

281 

249 
2 
I 

29. 

27 

7 
s 

IS 

Central and South America .. 

35 

26 
9 

Asia 

New Zealand 

Appendix 7 

14 

13 

Number 

Seed potatoes 

390 

79 

41 
25 
13 

287 

231 
36 
20 

10 

3 
7 

14 

TABLE I.-Horse Breeding Acts, 1918 and 1948-Iicensing of stallions 

Total 

Oydesdale 
Arab 
Hackney •. 
Highland .. 
Percheron 
Shetland Pony 
Suffolk 
Thoroughbred 
Non-Pedigree 

Year ended 31st December, 1949 

Applications 
received 

270 

168 
7 

17 
29 
7 

18 
I 
3 

20 

1 Plus 1 pennit. 

89 

Licences 
granted 

251 1 

1541 

7 
16 
27 
6 

18 

3 
20 

Number 



Appendix 7 

TABLE 2.-Improvement of Livestock (Licensing of Bulls) Act, 1931-bull 
licensing 

Year ended 31st December, 1949 Number 

Bulls Bulls 
licensed rejected 

Total 8,236 402 

Aberdeen Angus .. 1,216 50 
Ayrshire .• 5,309 223 
British Friesian 467 18 
Galloway .. 237 27 
Guernsey .. 11 
Highland .• 88 9 
Jersey 29 2 
Hereford .. 12 2 
Red Poll .. 16 I 
Shetland 12 
Dairy Sho~ihorn : : ~"l- oWl 
Beef Shorthorn 'F-SG71 ·~'f 
Cross-bred 13 
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Total .. 
Argyll : 

Mainland 
Mull .. 
Tiree .. 
Colonsay 
Jura .. 
Iona .. 

Caithness .• 

Inverness: 
Mainland 
Barra .. 
Harris 
North Uist 
South Uist 
Skye .. 

Ross: 
Mainland 
Lewis .. 

Sutherland 

Zetland .. 

.. 

.. 

.. .. .. 

.. .. 

.. 

.. .. 

.. 

.. .. 

.. 

.. .. 

.. 

.. 

TABLE 3.-Scheme for the improvement of cattle-bulls supplied on loan 
Number 

AU breeds Aberdeen Angus Shorthorn Dairy Shorthorn Highland Galloway Ayrshire 

Supplied On loan Supplied On loan Supplied On loan Supplied On loan Supplied On loan Supplied On loan Supplied On loan 
during at 31st during at 31st durins at 31st during at 31st during at 31st during at 31st during at 31st 

1949 December 1949 December 1949 December 1949 December 1949 December 1949 December 1949 Dcc:embcr 
1949 1949 1949 1949 1949 1949 1949 

76 229 35 81 23 85 I 3 14 54 I I 2 5 

2 10 - 2 - 2 I I I 2 - - - 3 
I 4 - - - - - - I 4 - - - -
I 4 I 2 - 2 - - - - - - - -
- I - - - I - - - - - - - -
- 2 - - - - - - - 2 - - - -
I 2 - - - I - - I I - - - -
3 4 3 3 - I - - - - - - - -

2 14 I 8 I 5 - I - - - - - -
2 6 I I I 3 - - - 2 - - - -
6 23 - - 4 10 - I 2 12 - - - -
3 19 - - 2 IS - - I 4 - - - -
5 29 - - 2 13 - - 3 16 - - - -

24 63 13 38 8 20 - - 2 4 I I - -

8 17 7 14 I 3 - - - - - - - -
8 13 - - 3 4 - - 3 7 - -· 2 2 

7 14 6 9 I 5 - - - . - - - -
3 4 3 4 - - - - - - - - I - -
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TABLE 4o-Scheme for the improvement of cattle-" premium" bulls 

Year ended 31st December, 1949 

Committees and 
Bulls Societies 

-

I 
I I Highland 

to whom Cows Amount of 
Aberdeen 

I 
grants were served grants paid 

Total Angus Shorthorn Ayrshire I Shetland offered 

Number £ 

Total 00 Oo 536 411 113 7 I 4 1 317 27,610 15,535 

Aberdeen o o oo 130 117 13 - - - 57 6,385 3,934 
Angus 00 00 13 11 2 - - - 3 522 420 
Argyll 00 00 9 - s 4 - - 8 536 179 
Ayr .oo 00 1 - - 1 - - 1 38 52 
Banff 00 00 64 57 7 - - - 24 3,193 1,890 
Bute 00 oo 1 - - 1 - - 1 95 22 
Caithness o o 00 58 46 12 - - - 51 3,055 1,518 
Dumfries .. 00 1 - 1 - - - 1 28 32 
Inverness .. 00 23 16 6 - - 1 23 1,120 704 
Kincardine 00 17 IS 2 - - - 3 749 409 
Moray 00 00 29 24 5 - - - 7 ·1,316 967 
Nairn 00 00 2 2 - - - - 2 82 60 
Orkney 00 oo 109 68 41 - - - 69 6,186 3,224 
Perth 00 00 11 9 2 - - - 10 400 330 
Ross 00 oo 29 22 6 I - - 25 1,543 856 
Stirling 0 0 00 1 - 1 - - - 1 65 38 
Sutherland 00 23 18 5 - - - 18 1,296 619 
Zetland 00 00 IS 6 s - 4 - 13 1,001 281 
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TABLB 5.-Schemes for the improvement of sheep 

Year ended 31st December, 1949 Number 

Scheme I Scheme II 

Rams supplied by the Department Rams hired by committees from farmers 
Committees 

I 
Committees 

I supplied Total Blackfaced Cheviot supplied Total Blackfaced Cheviot Border-Leicester 

Total .. .. 159 1,050 643 407 64 457 

I 
19 434 4 

Argyll .. .. 12 42 41 I - - - - -
Caithness •• .. 2 3 - 3 2 s - I 4 

Inverness: 
Mainland .. 17 204 178 26 I 4 - 4 -
Skye .. .. 59 393 257 136 4 18 14 4 -· 
North Uist .. 1 7 7 - - - - - .. 
South Uist .. 3 11 11 - - - - - -
Barra .. .. 2 s s - - - - - -

Ross: 
' Mainland .. 38 254 128 126 4 18 5 13 i -

Sutherland .. 20 116 16 100 53 412 - 412 
I 

-
Zetland s IS - iS - - -.. .. -- I -
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Total 

Large White 
Large Black 
Essex 
Wessex 
Tamworth 
Cross-bred 

Appendix 7 

TABLE 6.-Boars licensed or rejected 
Year ended 31st December, 1949 

Licensed 

1,098 

883 
90 
14 

103 
8 

Rejected 

124 

101 
10 
I 
8 

4 

Number 

TABLE 7 .-Scheme for the encouragement of pig-breeding-premium boars 
Year ended 31st December 1949 • 

I Societies or Boars Grants paid 
individuals 

Large I Sows Total 
providing Large served First I Second amount 

boars White J Black year year paid 

Number £ 

Total .. . . 32 47 2 1,579 34 IS 572 

Aberdeen .. 13 19 I 657 IS s 251 
Angus .. . . 2 3 I 108 2 2 39 
Banff .. .. 8 14 - 502 9 s 159 
Caithness .. 3 3 - 91 I 2 20 
Dumfries .. I I - 18 I - 10 
Kincardine .. 2 4 - 94 4 - 54 
Orkney .. .. 2 2 - 71 I I 24 
Wigtownshire .. I I - 38 I - IS 

Appendix 7 
TABLE 8.-Scheme for the encouragement of goat breeding 

Year ending 31st March 1950 • 

Applications Grants 
approved offered 

-
Number £ 

Total .. .. .. .. . . 16 132 

Aberdeen .. .. .. .. . . I 6 
Angus .. .. .. .. . . I 10 
Argyll .. .. . . .. . . 2 20 
Ayr .. .. .. .. . . I 6 
Banff .. .. . . .. . . I 10 
Caithness .. .. .. .. . . I 6 
Dunbarton .. .. .. . . I 10 
Kirkcudbright .. .. .. . . I 10 
Lanark .. .. . . .. . . I 6 
Moray .. .. .. .. . . I 10 
Renfrew .. .. .. . . .. I 6 
Ross .. .. .. .. .. I 6 
Stirling .. .. .. .. .. I 10 
West Lothian .. .. .. . . I 10 
Zetland .. .. .. .. .. I 6 
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TABLE 9.-Scheme for assisting local agricultural shows 

Year ended 31st December, 1949 

Grants paid' 
Shows ·-

I Equipment 
assisted I General 

I 
Special 

Total prize fund prizes 

Number £ 

Total .. .. 33 828 378 344 106 

Aberdeen .• .. 2 60 2S IS 20 
Angus .. .. I 40 - 13 27 
Argyll .. .. 7 166 72 8S 9 
Bute .. I 28 17 11 -
Caithness .. .. 2 46 IS 16 IS 
Fife .. .. I 2 - 2 -
Inverness .. .. s 236 12S 91 20 
Kincardine .. I 9 s 4 -
Kirkcudbright .. I 8 - 8 -
Moray .. .. I 28 21 7 -
Orkney .. .. 6 9S 42 46 7 
Ross .. .. I 9 s 4 -
Sutherland .. I 39 20 11 8 
West Lothian .. I 18 - 18 -
Zetland .. .. 2 44 31 I 13 -

'. 1 In addthon. special grants amounting to £lOS were also paid. These were (a) a grant of£35 for the best kept 
smallholding, and (b) a srant of£70 to the Royal Hiahland and Ay:ricuhural Society for prizes for Hiahland ponies 
and goats at the Royal Highland Show. 

Appentlix 7 

TABLE 10.-Highland and Islands Veterinary Service Scheme 

Year ended 31st December, 1949 

Veterinary Grants 
surgeons paid 

Number £ 

Total .. .. .. .. .. I 23 8,869 

Argyll .. .. .. .. 6 1,470 
Caithness .. .. .. .. .. 2 500 
Inverness .. .. .. . . .. 7 3,204 
Orkney .. .. .. .. .. I 39S 
Perth .. .. .. .. I 350 
Ross and Cromarty .. .. .. 3 1,500 
Sutherland .. .. .. .. 2 9SO 
Zetland .. .. .. .. .. I 500 
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TABLE I.-Live stock recommended for export or import 

Year ended 31st December, 1949 

Export Import 

Value 
Number Number 

£ 

Cattle .. .. .. .. 566 168,125 I 

Sheep .. .. .. . . 294 9,506 -
Horses .. .. .. . . 67 6,464 I 

Pigs .. .. .. . . 127 4,867 6 

Poult!}' . . .. . . .. 264 1,668 I 

Appendix 8 

TABLE 2.-Exports of Scottish live stock, 1946 to 1949 

Number Value 

1946 I 1947 I 1948 
1946 1947 1948 1949 

£ 

Total .. .. .. 889 1,035 1,172 1,318 156,707 204,100 230,516 

America: 
Total .. .. 416 529 791 689 105,414 148,407 169,702 

Canada .. .. 157 103 259 284 19,964 18,639 44,502 
U.S.A. .. 132 207 387 161 36,670 34,589 27,225 
S. America (exclud· 

8s I ing Argentine) .. 4 - 167 44,542 3,800 -
Argentine •. .. 42 215 145 77 4,238 91,379 97,975 

Australia .. .. 29 51 17 64 '7,559 19,010 10,074 

New Zealand .. 13 so 78 46 7,475 3,258 12,684 

Africa •• .. .. ISO 136 142 85 17,063 18,068 28,758 

Europe .. .. 269 231 124 344 18,545 9,681 3,998 

Other destinations .. 12 38 20 90 651 5,676 5,300 

96 

Value 

£ 

189 

-
300 

-
13 

I 1949 

190,630 

125,221 

38,240 
34,405 

2,989 
49,587 

18,964 

10,341 

19,685 

13,339 

3,080 



Total .. .. 
Aberdeen .. .. 
Angus .. .. 
Argyll .. .. 
Ayr .. .. 
Banff .. .. 
Berwick .. .. 
Bute .. 
Caithness .. .. 
Clackmannan .. 
Dumfries .. .. 
Dunbarton .. 
East Lothian .. 
Fife .. .. 
Inverness .. .. 
Kincardine · .. 
Kinross .. 
Kirkcudbright .. 
Lanark .• .. 
Midlothian .. 
Moray .. .. 
Nairn .. .. 
Orkney .. .. 
Peebles .. .. 
Perth .. .. 
Renfrew .. .. 
Ross .. .. 
Roxburgh .. 
Selkirk .. .. 
Stirling .·. 
Sutherland · .. 
West Lothian .. 
Wigtown .. .. 
Zetland . . .. 

Appendix 9 
Agricultural Water Supplies Scheme 

Year ended 31st December, 1949 

Applications approved Grants paid 

Number £ Number £ 

.. . . 1,176 129,760 853 94,960 

.. .. 248 36,478 163 21,629 

. . .. 82 7,322 63 5,853 

.. .. 16 2,454 13 1,328 

.. . . 107 8,053 102 8,845 

.. .. 55 7,445 40 5,822 

. . .. 21 4,286 20 3,360 

.. .. - - 2 77 .. .. 21 3,065 20 1,511 

.. .. I 25 2 492 

.. .. 37 1,699 30 2,319 

.. .. 11 534 5 256 

.. .. 22 2,748 7 896 

. . .. 54 3,328 33 3,651 

.. ·- 35 2,204 25 3,795 

.. .. 27 5,567 26 4,217 

.. . . 9 1,310 9 1,583 

.. .. 45 3,224 24 2,493 

.. .. 38 2,970 26 2,530 

.. .. 12 689 11 479 

. . .. 31 2,927 28 2,323 

.. .. 8 1,056 s 589 

.. .. 66 4,002 25 1,889 

.. . . s 667 s 413 

.. . . 54 3,663 57 7,424 

.. . . 7 1,102 6 578 

.. . . 31 5,496 19 2,502 

.. .. 33 . 7,037 13 2,182 
- - 2 286 .. . . .. .. 23 1,614 23 1,103 

.. .. IS 1,305 17 1,411 

. . .. IS 1,231 s 885 

.. .. 39 5,595 19 1,670 

.. . . 8 664 8 569 
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Grants offered by the Department in aid of Public Works 

in the Congested Districts 
Yearended 31st December, 1949 

Estimated 1. Assistance offered 

1 
____ co=s.:..t ___ by Department 

£ 

Total 140,527 

Roads, paths and bridges. 
Total 87,997 

Argyll: 
4,730 Lussagiven-Ardlussa Road, Jura 1 

Knockrome-Ardfemal Road, Jura 1,809 
I Road in Ardnamurchan 900 

Inverness: 
Maaruig Road, Harris 7,500 
2 Paths in Harris 1,800 
I Road in Barra .• 370 

Orkney: 
5 Township Roads' 4,825 

Ross and Cromarty : 
Ardross Mains Road 6,017 
5 other roads on Mainland 12,168 
2 Township Roads in Lewis 7,026 

Sutherland : 
Rhiconich to Loch Clash Road' 14,150 
5 Township Roads1 8,232 
5 Township Roads' 13,520 

Zetland : 
7 Township Roads 4,950 

Marine works. 
Total 52,530 
Argyll : 

Mingary Pier, Ardnamurchan (crane 
and landing ramp) 703 

Gigha Pier (immediate repairs) 1,700 
Arinagour Pier, Coll (crane) 400 

Caithness : 
Dunbeath Harbour and Retaining Wall' 6,392 

Inverness: 
Arrnadale Pier, Skye (preliminary re-

pairs) .. .. 1,609 
Castlebay Pier, Barra (store waiting 

rooms and offices)l . . . . . . 3,250 
Raasay Pier 9,500 

Loan .. .. 
Saltavaig Jetty, South Uist 450 
Petersport Pier, Benbecula 732 

Ross: 
Portmahomack Harbour 1,325 

Zetland : 
Linkshouse Pier, YelP .. 26,469 
Loan 

Revised offer of grant (made in 1948) owing to increase in estimated cost 
t Includes increased offer for one road for which grant was offered in 1948 · 
I In supplement of Ministry of Transport grant of SO per cent · 
4 (irp.nt offered (£720) for one road subs~ucntly cancelled at County Council request, 

9~ 

104,022 

58,926 

3,548 
1,357 

675 

5,625 
1,350 

278 

3,619 

4,513 
9,127 
5,270 

3,538 (25%) 
6,174 

10,140 

3,712 

45,096 

527 
1,275 

200 (50%) 

4,794 

1,609 (100%) 

2,438 
7,125 
1,425 (15%) 

338 
549 

994 

19,852 
3,970 (15%) 
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TABLE I.-Grants and loans approved for builwng purposes 

Year ended 31st December, 1949 

Grants Loans Purpose 

Estimated Estimated 
Amount Amount New House New 

Number Number House Improve- Steading 
£ £ ment 

Total .. .. 48 22,010 49 19,458 49 6 I 

Argyll .. .. I 70 2 120 - I I 

Inverness: ' Total .. .. 8 3,406 5 1,706 7 I -
Skye •. .. 5 2,075 2 375 4 I -
Harris .. I 500 I 500 I - -
South Uist .. 2 831 2 831 2 - -

I 

Ross&Cromarty: I Lewis .. .. 36 17,750 41 17,332 41 2 

I 
-

Sutherland .. 2 284 - - - 2 -

Zetland .. .. I 500 . I I 300 I - I -

TABLE 2.-Proceeds from the sale of building materials 
Year ended 31st December, 1949~ 

Total 

At rural housing stores : 
Total 

Broadford, Skye 
Uig, Skye .. 
Tarbert, Harris .. 
Carloway, Lewis 
Cross, Lewis ... 
Stornoway, Lewis 

Through head office 

Total sales 

77,152 

51,698 

5,109 
3,727 
6,100 
6,875 
4,792 

25,095 

25,454 

1 i.e. Advan= aaainst buildiog loant. 

99 

Cash sales j Credit sales' 

£ 

54,429 22,723 

37,298 14,400 

4,869 240 
3,340 387 
5,054 1,046 
2,995 3,880 
3,585 1,207 

17,455 7,640 

17,131 8,323 
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TABLE I.-Courses undertaken by students at agricultural colleges during 

1948/49 and enrolments for 1949/50 
Academic year ended 30th September, 1949 Number 

Students in Enrolments to beginning 
attendance 1948/49 of spring term, 1949/50 

----
West I North 

--
Total East Total East West Nor 

-- --
th 

CoLLEGE COURSES : 
Diploma courses.-

Total .. .. .. 362 99 192 71 312 103 141 68 

Agriculture .. .. 249 44 134 71 195 44 83 68 
Dairying .. .. .. 49 17 32 - 39 17 22 -
Dairy technology •. .. 6 - 6 - 13 - 13 -
Poultry-keeping .. .. 4 - 4 - 3 - 3 -
Horticulture .. .. 32 20 12 - 32 19 13 -
Agriculture and dairying •. 18 18 - - 23 23 - -
D~irying and poultry-keep-

4 4 7 7 mg .. .. .. - - - -
Other courses-

Planters' course 
Certificate course ·in asrl: 29 - - 29 28 - - 28 

culture .. .. 32 - - 32 16 - - 16 
Farmers' course . . . . 52 - 52 - 51 - 51 -
Other day courses (special 

short courses, etc.) .. 39 34 2 3 38 34 - 4 
Potato classes .. .. 365 220 62 83 - - - -
Evening classes .. .. 826 296 393 137 766 354 377 35 

COURSES GIVEN TO POST-GRADO· 
ATB STUDENTS : 

Ph.D. and Diploma in Agri-
cultural Science • . . • 6 6 - - s 5 - -

CoURSES GIVEN TO DEGREE 
STIJDENTS: 

Total .. .. .. .. 278 129 89 60 192 60 78 54 

B.Sc. Agriculture 213 64 89 60 162 30 78 54 
B.Sc. Pure Science ·(Bacte;i: 

ology) .. .. .. 30 30 - - -
30 1 

- -
B.Sc. Forestry (Forest Chern-

istry) .. .. .. 35 35 - - 30 - -
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Appendix 12 

TABLE 2.-Students attending additional courses at Aberdeen, Auchincruive 
and Edinburgh 

Academic year ended 30th September, 1949 

ABERDEEN (CiwBsroNE) : 
Total . 
Rural domestic economy (two courses) 
Bee keeping . . . . . . • . 
Short course : 

Crops and grassland 

AUCHINCRUIVE : 
Total 

Dairying (courses I and ll) . . . . . . . . 
Poultry keeping Uunior, senior and advanced courses) 
Short courses : 

Bee keeping • . . • . . 
Milk recorders (four courses) 
Farm dairying •• 
Poultry keeping . . • • 
Grain merchants (I week course) 
Farmers (4 week course) 

EDINBURGH: 
Special course for bacteriologists 

Appendix 12 
TABLE 3.-Agricultural Colleges-Advisory work 

Academic year ended 30th September 1949 • 

Edinburgh and West of 
East of Scotland 

Scotland College Agricultural 
of Asriculture College 

SYSTEMATIC COURSES : 
Courses .. .. .. . . 82 36 
Meetings .. .. . . 712 468 
Attendances .. .. . . 13,262 15,400 

LECTURES AND DEMONSTRATIONS: 
Centres .. .. .. .. 286 324 
Meetings .. .. .. 348 693 
Attendances .. .. .. 14,915 27,562 

ExPERIMENTS : 
Centres .. .. .. . . 166 121 
Experiments .. .. .. 187 119 

ADVISORY VISITS .. .. .. 12,171 19,016 

101 

Number 

Students 

lOS 

70 
17 

18 

216 

35 
22 

42 
72 
II 
6 

14 
14 

8 

Number 

North of 
Scotland 

College of 
Agriculture 

13 
111 

2,655 

784 
1,857 

57,769 

317 
447 

23,281 
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Animal Feeding Stuffs Rationing Scheme-amount of feeding stuffs issued 

Year ended 31st December, 1949 Thousand cwts. 

I 
Total January to May to October to 

for year April September' December' 

Total .. .. .. .. 9,236 3,110 2,943 3,183 

Dairy cows .. .. .. 2,872 1,070 
I 

743 1,059 
Calves .. .. .. . . 1,136 273 249 614 
Calling cows and heifers .. .. 497 25 

I 
463 9 

Pigs and poultry : 
Total .. .. . . .. 3,677 1,167 1,308 1,202 

' 
Basic issue .. .. .. 2,919 994 1,024 901 
Bonus issue .. .. . . 407 63 129 215 
Other issues .. .. .. 351 110 155 86 

Other live stock .. .. .. 438 165 76 197 
Miscellaneous issues .. .. 616 410 104 102 

1 May to August for PISS and pouUry. ' September to December for PISS and poultry, 

Appendix 14 
Distribution of imported machinery 

Year ended 31st December, 1949 Number 

--------------------~- On quota r Outwith quota 
Crawler tractors. 

Class 111 : International TD 14 1 

Class IV : Allis Chalmers HD 5 •. 
Caterpillar D 4 
International TD 9 

Class V : Caterpillar D 2 
International TD 6 
Cletrac ADH .. 
Cletrac HG 42 
Caterpillar R 4 

High-power wheeled tractors." 

4 
6 
I 

10 
16 
I 
2 

Standard : Allis Chalmers U 2 
Case " Dex " . . 1 
International W 6 1 

Rowcrop : Case DC 4 38 
Oliver 80 I 

Binders. 
Massey-Harris and International . . 264 

Combined harvesters. 
Massey-Harris (12ft.), International, John Deere, Allis 

Chalmers and Cockshutt . . • • . . . • 42 

Pick-up balers. 
International 50 T . . 42 
New Holland 33 
Allis-Chalmers 12 

Drills. 
Massey Harris .. I 161 

161 

6' 

153 

4 

I 

1 Includes five reconditioned machines. 
a Includes one reconditioned machine. 

• ~eludes five second band machines. 
' F1gures are for tbe period ended 31st May, 1949. 
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TABLE I.-Headquarters organisation of the Department of Agriculture for 

Scotland 
At 31st December, 1949 

Secretary .. 
Deputy Secretary . . • . 
Private Secretary to Secretary 

Sir Patrick R. Laird, C.B., F.R SF. 
A. Glen, C.B., M.C. 
E. M. Dishington 

DIVISION A 
(Price Policy, Stati~tics, Economics, Marketing and Subsidies) 

L. G. Davidson-Assistant Secretary 
Price Policy and Marketing Branch I and 

Statistics . . . . . . . . 
Price Policy and Marketing Branch II 
Subsidies Branch . . . . , . 

G. WiJkie, Principal 
E. E. Hunter, Principal 
J. Lawless, Principal 

DIVISION B 
(Establishment) 

E. H. Lyon-Assistant Secretary and Establishment Officer 
Establishment Branch I H. M. Ritchie, Principal (Assistant Establish-

ment Officer) 
Establishment Branch II • . C. G. Donald, Chief Executive Officer 

(Controller of Office Services) 

DIVISION C 
(Land Cultivation) 

W. Bakel-Assistant Secretary 
Land Cultivation Branch I 
Land Cultivation Branch II 
Land Cultivation Branch Ill 

R. C. Tucker, Principal 
. . W. B. Niven, Principal 
. . H. Ross, Senior Executive Officer 

DIVISION D 
(Land Settlement, Estate Management, Land Utilisation and Rural Development) 

M. Campbell-Assistant Secretary 
Land Settlement, etc., Branch J. R. B. Cassie, M.C., Chief Settlement 

Officer 
Land Utilisation and Rural Development 

Branch . . . . . . . . W. M. Ramsay, Principal 

Labour Branch I 
Labour Branch II 

DIVISION E 
(Labour and Hill Farming Improvement) 

R. G. C. Nisbet, M.B.E., M.S.M.-Assistant Secretary 
W. Duncan, Principal 

Hill Farming Improvement Bmnch 
. . R. Mackinnon, O.B.E., Principal 
. . J. Cumming, Principal 

DIVISION F 
(Education, Research and Publicity) 

W. H. Senior, F.R.S.E.-Assistant Secretary 
Education and Publicity Branch . . G. F. Porthouse, Principal 
Research Branch . . D. Edwards, Principal 

DIVISION G 
(Horticulture, Supplies and Pests) 

J. R. McCallum, M.C.-Assistant Secretary 
Supplies Branch I 
Supplies Branch II . • . • • . 
Horticulture, Seeds and Pests Branch 

• . G. Page, Principal 
• . A. J. McLelland, Principal 
. . J. W. Reid, Principal 
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DIVISION H 
(Live Stock and Land Improvement) 
G. D. Sharman-Assistant Secretary 

Live Stock Improvement Branch . . G. A. Macleod, Principal 
Land Improvement Branch . . . . S. M. Ward, Principal 

DIVISION I 
(Finance) 

R. G. Hattie-Finance Officer and Accountant 
Finance Branch I J. Stewart, Deputy Finance Officer and< 

Accountant 
Finance Branch II · J. I. Logan, Assistant Finance Officer and 

Accountant 

LIAISON STAFF (LONDON)' 
H. Crow, O.B.E. 
W. Ness 

Principal Assistant Secretary 
Principal 

R. A. Fasken .. • • Temporary Higher Executive Officer 

ENGINEERING, ARCHITECTURAL AND SURVEYING SERVICES 
Chief Engineer, Architect and Surveyor A. G. Ingham, O.B.E., M.J.C.E., F.R.J.C.S., 

M.R.San.J. · 
A. Scott, M.J.C.E. 
W. F. Lownie, F.F.A.S. 

Deputy Chief Engineer 
Deputy Chief Architects and Surveyors 

T. Henderson, A.R.J.C.S., M.Inst.R.A. 
D. S. MacPhail, A.R.J.B.A., M.S.A. 

LANDS TECHNICAL SERVICE 
Chief Lands Officer .. 

Divisional Lands Officers 

T. B. Manson, O.B.E., B.Sc.(Agr.), N.D.A. 
(Hons), F.R.J.C.S. 

A. F. Wilson, O.B.E., C.D.A. 
M. A. M. Dickie, O.B.E., M.A., B.Sc.(Agr.) 
A. Paton, B.Sc.(Agr.), N.D.A., N.D.D. 

INSPECTORATE 
Chief Inspector 

Deputy Chief Inspector (General Duties) 
Deputy Chief Inspector (Live Stock) 

J. A. Symon, D.S.O., O.B.E., T.D., M.A., 
B.Sc.(Agr.) 

A. S. Fortune, T.D., B.Sc.(Agr.) 
A. J. Bean, B.Sc.(Agr.) 

OTHER SERVICES 
Technical Development Officer •. 
Advisory Officer in Agricultural Economics 
Senior Principal Scientific Officer : Director 

of the Seed Testing and Plant Registra­
tion Station and Plant Pathology and 
Entomology Services .. 

Principal Scientific Officer (Food Infestation 
Control) .. 

Chief Labour Officer .. 
Senior Machinery Officer 
Senior Pests Officer 
Marketing Officer 

A. R. ~annop, O.B.E., B.Sc.(Agr.), B.Eng. 
H. Whttby, B.Sc.(Agr.) 

T. P .. Mcintosh, B.Sc., Ph.D. 

D. W. Williams, B.Sc., M.Sc., Ph.D. 
J. White, C.D.A. 
J. F. Yuille 
A. D. Campbell 
A. F. Smith, M.B.E., N.D.A., N.D.D., C.D.D. 

1 At Fielden House, 10 Great College Street, London, S.W.I, 
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Appendix IS 

TABLE 2.-Regional organisation of the Department of Agriculture 
for Scotland 

At 31st December, 1949 

----------. ---------------,----------
Counties 

Arg)ll area Argyl_!. 

----Border area Berwick, Peebles, Rox-
burgh, Selkirk. 

Central area Clackmannan, Perth 
(West), Stirling. 

Clyde area Bute (e.cluding Arran), 
Dunbarton, La n ark, 
Renfrew. 

Eastern area Angus, Fife, Kinross, 
Perth (East). 

Highland area Inverness, Moray, Nairn, 
Ross and Cromarty. 

Lothians area East Lothian, Midlothian, 
West L()thian. 

North Eastern area Aberdeen, Banff, Kincar-
dine. 

Northern ilrea Caithness, Orkney, Suther-
land, Zetland. 

South Western area Ayr, Bute (Arran), Wig-
town. 

Southern area. Dumfries, Kirkcudbright. 

Appendix IS 

Area Office 

Oban. 

Edinburgh. 

Stirling. 

Glasgow. 

Dundee. 

Inverness. 

Edinburgh. 

Aberdeen. 

Thurso. 

A yr. 

Dumfries. 

Local Offices 

Campbeitown, Bridgend 
(!slay), Lochgilphead. 

Hawick, Lauder, Peebles, 
Selkirk. 

Lanark, Rothesay. 

Cupar, Dunfermline, For­
far, Perth. 

Benbecula, Dingwall, 
Elgin, Lochmaddy (N. 
Uist), Nairn, Portree 
(Skye), Stornoway. 

Aboyne, Keith, Maud, 
Turriff. 

Domoch, Kirkwall, Ler-
wick. 

Dunragit, Stranraer. 

Castle Douglas. 

·---

TABLE 3.-Committees of the Department of Agriculture for Scotland 
At 31st December, 1949 

Scottish Agricultural Advisory Council 

Sir Patrick R. Laird, C.B., F.R.S.E. (Chairma11) 

Sir Joho Milne Home, D.L., J.P. (Vice-Chairman) 
Thomas Black, Esq. 
Joseph M. Budge, Esq., C.B.E. 
Joseph F. Duncan, Esq., LL.D. 
Thomas Elliot, Esq., O.B.E. 
The Rt. Hon. Lord Glentanar, D.L., J.P. 
J. E. Kerr, Esq., C.B.E. 
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Professor Joho Kirkwood, O.B.E. 
John Mackie, Esq. 
David Marshall, Esq., M.C., M.A., B.L. 
J. Ure Primrose, Esq. 
F. W. Roger, Esq. 
Sir George Wilson 
W. J. Wright, Esq. 
Assessor from the Agriczltural Research 

Council 



Technical Committee (Committee of Advisory Council) 

Professor T. J. Mackie, C.B.E. (Chairman) 

Professor T. L. Bywater 
D.P. Cuthbertson, Esq., D.Sc., M.D.(Hons.), 

F.R.S.E. 

W. Robb, Esq., N.D.A., F.R.S.E. 
J. A. Symon, Esq., D.S.O., O.B.E., T.D., 

M.A.,B.Sc. 
A. R. Wannop, Esq., O.B.E., B.Sc., B.Eng. J. F. Duncan, Esq., LL.D. 

A. W. Greenwood, Esq., D.Sc., 
F.R.S.E. 

Ph.D., ProfessorS. J. Watson, F.R.S.E. 
W. J. West, Esq., B.A. 

J. Russell Greig, Esq., C.B.E., Ph.D., Professor R. G. White, C.B.E., F.R.S.E. 
M.R.C.V.S., F.R.S.E. 

Professor John Kirkwood, O.B.E. 
D. N. McArthur, Esq., D.Sc., Ph.D., F.R.I.C. 
J. N. Ritchie, Esq., B.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., 

D.V.S.M. 

Sir George Wilson 
N. C. Wright, Esq., M.A., Ph.D., D.Sc. 
W. J. Wright, Esq. 
Assessor from the Agricultural Research __ 

Council 

Grassland Committee (Sub-Committee of Technical Committee) 

Professor T. L. Bywater (Chairman) 
J. L. Dawson, Esq., B.Sc. 
J. W. Gregor, Esq., Ph.D., D.Sc., F.L.S. 
R. G. Heddle, Esq., M.A., B.Sc. 
W. Holmes, Esq., B.Sc., Ph.D. 
P. J. Jones, Esq., B.Sc. 

Sir James Denby Roberts, Bart., J.P. 
A. B. Stewart, Esq., M.A., B.Sc., Ph.D., 

F.R.I.C. 
A. R. Wannop, Esq., O.B.E., B.Sc., B.Eng. 

Field Trials Committee (Sub-Committee of Technical Committee) 
A. R. Wannop, Esq., O.B.E., B.Sc., B.Eng. (Chairman) 

R. Bain, Esq., B.Sc. A. B. Stewart, Esq., M.A., B.Sc., Ph.D., 
W. M. Findlay, Esq., M.B.E., B.Sc., N.D.A. F.R.I.C. 
P. J. Jones, Esq., B.Sc. A. S. B. Wilson, Esq., B.Sc. 
W. Robb, Esq., N.D.A., F.R.S.E. 

Fruit Trials Committee (Sub-Committee of Technical Committee) 
A. R. Wannop, Esq., O.B.E., B.Sc., B.Eng. (Chairman) 

H. F. Dovaston, Esq., B.Sc., Ph.D., F.R.H.S. D. L. Storrie, Esq. 
J. W. Hall, Esq., N.D.H. G. M. Stuart, Esq., M.B.E., N.D.H. 
R. E. Johnston, Esq., B.Sc., N.D.H. M. A. H. Tincker, Esq., M.A., D.Sc., F.L.S. 
R. L. Scarlett, Esq., O.B.E. J. H. Warnock, Esq. · 

Artificial Insemination Investigation Committee · 

(Sub-Committee of Technical Committee) 
W. J. Wright, Esq. (Chairman) 

H. P. Donald, Esq., D.Sc., F.R.S.E. A. R. Wannop, Esq., O.B.E., B.Sc., B.Eng. 
J. N. Ritchie, Esq., B.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., H. Whitby, Esq., B.Sc. 

D.V.S.M. 

Hill Farm Research Committee (Committee of Advisory Council) 
Professor T. J. Mackie, C.B.E. (Chairman) 

J. V. Allen, Esq. 
Professor T. L. Bywater 
A. E. Cameron, Esq., M.A., D.Sc., F.R.S.E. 
Ian M. Campbell, Esq. 
Allan H. H. Fraser, Esq., M.D., B.Sc. 
J. W. Gregor, Esq., Ph.D., D.Sc., F.L.S. 
J. Russell Greig, Esq., C.B.E., Ph.D., 

M.R.C.V.S., F.R.S.E. 
George Hedley, Esq. 
Professor John Kirkwood, O.B.E. 
Alastair McNaughton, Esq. 
A. McVicar, Esq., B.Sc., N.D.A., N.D.D. 

A. T. Phillipson, Esq., B.A., Ph.D., 
M.R.C.V.S. 

Professor E. J. Roberts 
W. H. Senior, Esq., M.Sc., F.R.S.E. 
A. B. Stewart, Esq., M.A., B.Sc., Ph.D., 

F.R.I.C. 
Professor J. Walton 
A. R. Wannop, Esq., O.B.E., B.Sc., B.Eng. 
ProfessorS. J. Watson, F.R.S.E. 
Professor R. W. Wheldon • 
Professor R. G. White, C.B.E., F.R.S.E. 
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Sugar Beet Research and Education Committee (Scottish Sub-Committee) 

Lt. Col. F. C. C. Balfour, C.I.E., C.B.E., M.C. (Chairman) 
Lord Forbes 
A. Howie, Esq. 
J. McCloy, Esq,. 
J. Provan, Esq. 

F. W. Roger, Esq. 
0. S. Rose, Esq. 
F. W. Sutton, Esq. 
A. R. Wannop, Esq., O.B.E., B.Sc., B.Eng. 

Scottish Horticultural Advisory Committee 

R. L. Scarlett, Esq., O.B.E. (Chairmm1) 
>".!· H. Alexander, Esq. 

Professor K. W. Braid 
A. E. Cameron, Esq., M.A., D.Sc., F.R.S.E. 
D. Carmichael, Esq. 
H. F. Dovaston, Esq., B.Sc., Ph.D., F.R.H.S. 
W. Fife, Esq. 
C. H. Gilchrist, Esq. 
W. Inverarity, Esq. 
David Lowe, Esq. 

A. McCallum, Esq., O.B.E., M.A., LL.B. 
R. Mchor, Esq. 
J. Milne, Esq. 
R. W. Paine, Esq. 
W. Robertson, Esq. 
R. B. Stewart, Esq. 
G. M. Stuart, Esq., M.B.E., N.D.H. 
M. A. H. Tincker, Esq., M.A., D.Sc., F.L.S. 
Sir William Wright Smith 

HiD Fanning Advisory Committee for Scotland 

W. T. Scott-Elliot, Esq., M.P. (Chairman) 
W. H. Hamilton, Esq., W.S. (Vice-Chairman) Colin MacDonald, Esq., O.B.E. 
John A. Cameron, Esq. David MacLennan, Esq., M.B.E. 
Jan M. Campbell, Esq. Alastair McNaughton, Esq. 
David Dow, Esq. · J. J. Paterson, Esq. 
Captain T. Elliot, O.B.E. J. Faed Sproat, Esq. 
John Glendinning, Esq. D. M. Stewart, Esq. 
J. Russell Greig, Esq., C.B.E., Ph.D., ProfessorS. J. Watson, F.R.S.E. 

M.R.c.V.S., F.R.S.E. 

Scottish Poultry Advisory Committee 
A. Glen, Esq., C.B., M.C. (Chairman) 

Colonel E. W. S. Balfour, C.V.O., D.S.O., J. G. Penny, Esq., M.B.E. 
O.B.E., M.C. G. H. Tarbolton, Esq. 

T. Elliot, Esq. R. G. Chalmers Watson, Esq. 
T. Haining, Esq. Sir George Wilson 
W. K. Leggat, Esq. D. P. Wright, Esq. 
Maitland Mackie, Esq. Assessors from the Agricultural Research 
T. Milne, Esq., M.B.E., M.C. Cou11cil, the Department of Agriculture 
H. Morison, Esq. for Scotland, the Ministry of Agriculture 
C. A. Munro, Esq. and Fisheries and the West of Scotland 
A. G. Norrie, Esq. Agricullllral College 

Supervisory Committee on Artificial Insemination of Live Stock 
W. J. Wright, Esq. (Chairman) 

A. J. Bean, Esq., B.Sc. 
H. P. Donald, Esq., D.Sc., F.R.S.E. 
Principal A. A. Forsyth, M.R.C.V.S., 

D.V.S.M. 
A. Gofton, Esq., F.R.C.V.S. 
Professor J. Gray, C.B.E., F.R.S. 
F. MacGillivray, Esq. 

Professor W. M. Mitchell, M.C. 
J. Picken, Esq. 
J. N. Ritchie, Esq., B.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., 

D.V.S.M. 
J. A. Symon, Esq., D.S.O., O.B.E., T.D., 

M.A.,B.Sc. 
W. Young, Esq. 

Scottish Agricultural Statistics Advisory Committee 

J. F. Duncan, Esq., LL.D. 
J. G. Milne Home, Esq. 

A. Glen, Esq., C.B., M.C. (Chairman) 
J. Rennie, Esq. 
A. R. Semple, E;q. 

Lt. Col. A. Mackenzie, D.S.O., D.L., J.P. 
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Scottish Plant Registration Station-Stnnding Conunittee of Management 
G. G. Mercer, Esq., C.B.E. (Chairman) 

David Bell, Esq. 
Major R. F. Brebner, C.B.E. 
Professor K. W. Braid 
P. B. Burke, Esq. 
J. H. Elder, Esq. B.Sc. 
W. Fife, Esq. 
J. 0. Gordon, Esq. 
T. Hogg, Esq. 
R. Howie, Esq., B.Sc. 
David Lowe, Esq. 
J. R. McCallum, Esq., M.C. 
T. P. Mcintosh, Esq., O.B.E., Ph.D., B.Sc. 

Professor J. R. Matthews 
F. G. Milne, Esq., M.B., Ch.B. 
W. Murray, Esq. 
J. W. Reid, Esq. 
W. Robb, Esq., N.D.A., F.R.S.E. 
R. L. Scarlett, Esq., O.B.E. 
W. D. Simpson, Esq. 
J. A. Symon, Esq., D.S.O., O.B.E., T.D., 

M.A.,B.Sc. 
A. R. Wannop, Esq., O.B.E., B.Sc., B. Eng. 
A. S. B. Wilson, Esq., B.Sc. 
J. Wither, Esq. 

Potato Registration Committee (Sub-Committee of Standing Committee of Management) 
R. L. Scarlett, Esq., O.B.E. (Convenor) 

W. M. Findlay, Esq., M.B.E., B.Sc., N.D.A. Sir James Denby Roberts, Bt., J.P. 
A. A. McAlister, Esq. G. M. Stuart, Esq., M.B.E., N.D.H. 
T. P. Mcintosh, Esq., O.B.E., Ph.D., B.Sc. G. Samuel, Esq., M.Sc. 

Oats Sub-Committee (of Standing Committee of Management) 
A. S. B. Wilson, Esq., B.Sc. (Convenor) 

J. H. Elder, Esq., B.Sc. 
R. Howie, Esq., B.Sc. 
T. P. Mcintosh, Esq., O.B.E., Ph.D., B.Sc. 
F. G. Milne, Esq., M.B., Ch.B. 

W. D. Simpson, Esq. 
J. Wither, Esq. 
W. Robb, Esq., N.D.A., F.R.S.E. 

Turnips and Grasses Sub-Committee (of Standing Committee of Management) 
David Bell, Esq. (Convenor) 

Major R. F. Brebner, C.B.E. 
W. M. Findlay, Esq., M.B.E., B.Sc., N.D.A. 
R. G. Heddle, Esq., M.A., B.Sc. 
P. J. Jones, Esq., B.Sc. 

David Lowe, Esq. 
T. P. Mcintosh, Esq., O.B.E., Ph.D., B.Sc. 
G. G. Mercer, Esq., C.B.E. 
F. Mills, Esq., M.C., J.P. 

Scottish Standing Committee for the Calculation of the Residual Value of Fertilisers and 
Feeding Stuffs · 

D. N. McArthur, Esq., D.Sc., Ph.D., F.R.I.C. (Chairman) 
H. C. Falconer, Esq., O.B.E. W. M. Robertson, Esq., F.R.I.C.S. 
James Reid, Esq. ProfessorS. J. Watson, F.R.S.E. 

Advisory Committee on Departmental Organisation 
A. Glen, Esq., C.B., M.C. (Chairman) 

Howard Cunningham, Esq., C.B.E. R. G. C. Nisbet, Esq., M.B.E., M.S.M. 
A. F. Clark, Esq. J. W. Foster, Esq. 

Printed in Great Britain under the authority of HIS MAJESTY'S STATIONERY OFFICE 
by Scottish County Press, Dalkcith. 

Wt. 1559/194 5/50 KIS Gp. 3-178-0 



r 

SCOTTISH 
AGRICULTURE 

A JoUR:<AL for Farmers and all interested in Scottish Farming 
and Scottish Country Life with articles by Farmers, Scientists, 

Technicians and others. It keeps its readers in touch with the 
results of research, etc., regarding :-

Cropping and Cultivation 

Implements and Machinery 

Breeding, Feeding and 
Diseases of Farm Animals 

Management of Pastures 

Plant Breeding and Diseases 

Agricultural Economics 

Articles ;n recent issues hal'e dealt 1rith :-

Virus-tested Potato Stocks 

Hill Cattle in the North 

Farming and Forestry 

National Policy Examined 

Fighting the Deluge-
the Border Floods of August, 1948 

Developing Domestic Beef Production 

A Future in Pig Keeping 

Keep in touch with Farming Progress 
by ordering your copy now 

Published quarterly and obtainable from H.M. STATIO:-.IERY 
OFFICE from the addresses shewn on the hack of this cover or 
through any bookseller. 

Annual Subscription 4/6 Single Copies 1/- !l/2 post free) 



EDINBURGH' PUBLISHED BY HIS MAJESTY'S STATIONERY OFFICF. · 
To be purchased directly, from H.M. Stationery Office at the following addresses; 

· JS& Castle Street, Edinburgh, a ; -York House, K.ingsway, London, W.C.II: ; 
39 Kin_g Street, Manchester, 11 ; 11 Edmund Street, Birmingham, S ; 

1 St. Andrew's Crescent, Cardiff ; Tower Lane, Bristol, 1 ; 
8o Chichester Street, Belfast 

OR. THilOUOH ANY BOOKSELLER 

1950 

Price 3s Od net 


