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My bretbr~n have dealt deceitfully as a brook. 
As the channel of brooks that pa~s away; 
Which are black by reason of the ice, 
And wherein the snow hideth itself: 
What time they wax warm, they vanish: 
When it is hot they are consumed out of their place. 
The caravans that travel by the way of them tum aside: 
They go up into the waste, and perish. 
The caravans ofTema looked, 
The companies of Sheba waited for them. 
They were ashamed because they had hoped; 
They came thither, and were confounded. 
For now ye are nothing; 
Ye see a terror, and are afraid. 
Did I say, 'Gi~e unto me'? _ 
Or, • Offer a present for me of your subswice'? 
Or, 'Deliver me from the adversary's hand'? 
Or, 'Redeem me from the hand of the oppressors'? 
Teach me, and I will hold my peace: 
And cause me to understand wherein I have erred. 

THB Boolt OF Jo~ 



Contents 

PREFACE page 13 . 

I. THE ~OUNTRY AND THE PEO~LE 17 

II. THE CATTLE-RICH HEREROS 27 

ill. MY BRETHREN HAVE DEALT DECEITFULLY AS A 37 

BROOK 

IV. LIKE THE SuN oN YouR BAcK 48 
v. A SAcRED TRusT s6 

VI. To GAIN SPACE TO LIVE 67 

VII. THE PooR SHEPHERD 8.z 

Vill. POOR JUDGE IN ITS OWN CASE 93 
IX. Do You WANT AN ENGLISHMAN OR Do YOU 

WANT A PORTUGUESE? 101 

X. FoR RIGHT AND JusTICE 121 

XI. THE HERITAGE OF YOUR .FATHER'S ORPHANS 137 

XII. ONE-MAN MISSION IS4 

XIII. THE BROTHER AMONGST Us' 169 

XIV. FORCES OF UNTRUTH 181 

XV. TRUMPETS SHOULD SouND To-DAY. 197 

XVI. HELP Us wHo RoAM AsouT 207 

BooKs FOR REFERENCE 219 

~DU UI 



illustrations 

I. fREDERICK MAHARERO 

2. HOSEA KUTAKO 

facing page II2 

II3 

]. HENDRIX: WITBOOI (from an old German postcard) II] 

4· HERERO WOMEN 128 

s. REv. MICHAEL S~OTT (photograph by Leon Levson) 129 

.MAPS 

Map of South-West Africa showing territories occu
pied by Native Tribes at the time of Annexation by 
Germany in 1890 page 20 

(Based on the Report on the Natives of South-West 
Africa and their treatment by Germany, 1918) 

Map of South Mrica showing Provinces of the Union, 
South-West Africa and the British Protectorates 23 

Map of South-West Africa showing Native Reserves 69 
(Based on the Report of the Union of South Africa 
to the League of Nations on the administration of 
South-West Africa for the year 1938) , 

II 



Preface 

'We challenge any statements either now or hereafter made by 
the Union Government in the General Assembly at U.N. to the 
effect that the Native people of South-West Africa concur in the· 
transfer of that country to the Union free of any Mandate.' This 
statement is made by ChicfTshekedi Khama ofBechuanaland, in 
a letter of 24th September 1946 to the High Commissioner, on 
behalf of Frederick Maharero, Paramount Chief of the Hereros. 

The Union of South Mrica has administered South-West 
Africa under a League of Nations' Mandate since 1919. At the 
end of the Second World War the Union Government resolved 
to incorporate the Mandated Territory within itsel£ The white 
population of South-West Africa, through its Legislative Assem
bly, expressed itself anxious for the incorporation, and a referen
dum held among the natives was claimed by the authorities to 
have revealed a similar desire. 

The news of the result of the referendum set up a great disturb
ance of submarine currents and cross-currents in the black deeps 
of South Africa's population, of which the foam of white people, 
floating gently on the surface, were entirely unaware. The stur
diest opponents of the incorporation suggestion were the chiefs 
of the Bechuanaland Protectorate, neighbour of South-West 
Africa, and the Herero people within South-West Africa. Prac
tically no mention of this opposition, of the meetings, of the 
protests, the cables, the memoranda to Britain and U.N. that it 
produced, appeared in the South Mrican press which hailed the 
firm statesmanship of Field-Marshal Smuts when he put his pro
posals before the United Nations in 1945 and 1946, In all prob-. 
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PREFACE 

ability nothing more would have been heard had not a European 
clergyman, with an instinct for discovering injustice and for win
ning the confidence of the oppressed, come upon the distress of 
the people involved and taken up their cause; 'Yhereupon it be
came news and has remained so. 

For over three years in and out of South Africa the Rev. 
Michael Scott has played his variations on the theme: 'The Afri
can people who have made their appeal to the United Nations 
have done so not in any spirit of malice or hatred towards South 
Africa, much less towards the white race. But when a self-re
specting and independent people loses its identity and organiza
tion, when that people is deprived ofits lands, its social structure 
and all that it most cherishes, when that people is denied all op
portunity for development, whether in the old ways or along 
new paths, and when that people is forced into unwilling service 
of those who have inherited their lands, then something more 
vital and precious than physical health, something more indis
pensable than material wealth is destroyed. It is for this reason 
that the chiefs and elders of the people are appealing now to the 
United Nations. As Africans, not merely as members of one or 
another tribe, the danger is sensed of the growth of an oppressive 
form of racial oligarchy in South Africa, bringing the African 
people into a permanent condition of servitude in the southern 
half of that continent; and that at a time when Africans elsewhere 
are looking eagerly forward to playing a fuller part in the de
velopment of their territories, and in the building up of a more 
co-operative civilization than Africa has yet known.' 

And yet, despite his devoted labours, despite the growing 
awareness in the world of human rights, despite the United 
Nations' thrice repeated request for a Trusteeship Agreement, 
the Bill on the incorporation of South-West Africa has been 
passed by a substantial majority in the Union Parliament. It is 
therefore imperative that the sordid story of this episode in the 
advancement of'civilization' should be made known as widely 
as possible. · 

Michael Scott left Johannesburg at a moment's notice, early in 
November 1948, to attend the United Nations' sessions in Paris. 
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PREFACE 

He left me heir to all his papers-a large cardboard carton full 
and a' Roneo' d' volume of material on South-West Africa-and 
to the duty of preparing the story for publication. I was glad to 
do it, though fully aware of my inadequacy for the task, especi
ally when each mail brought the message 'Time is short', and 
each friend air-borne from Europe repeated it. 

It would in most ways have been far, far better if Scott could 
have found time to do this himself, but, if he had, the· reader, 
though his sympathies would have been entirely won for the 
Hereros, would have known little of Michael Scott who per
sistently effaces himself. 

I have spent a good deal of time reading the available matter 
on South-West Africa, partly, let me confess, because I was not 
altogether sure that Scott had not perhaps taken a chance with 
his facts here and there; partly because I cherished a small am
bition that possibly I might find a fact that he had overlooked. I 
wasted my time; I found neither sin of commission nor sin of 
omission; I found no aspect of moment which he had not already 
embodied in his papers on the subject. · 

There has been no attempt to put the case of the Government 
of the Union of South Africa. That its spokesmen have fully 
done. · 

This is the history of 'a landless, voiceless people threatened 
with moral and physical disintegration by a force over which 
they have no control, whose appeal is the appeal of all the Mri
can people against the oppression and bad faith of a State whose 
present standards are a menace to Western or Christian Civiliza
tion'. 
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