


T BE story of British farming 
during the war, of how this-the 
country's greatest single indus­
try-was transformed from a 
state - of restricted output to 
one of high efficiency and achieve­
ment, has been told all over the -
world. That achievement-in 
round terms, the provision of 
two out of every three mealS 
needed by our 45 million popula- ; 
tion-was made possible by the 
combined efforts of all our 
farmers, the small family farmer 
as well as the Irian with hundreds 
of acres ; the man with a few 
milkin.,. cows as well -as the 

0 

d~ _farmer with large pedigree 
herds.- Nowhere are the systems 
-and therefore the problems-­
of farming more varied than in 
these islands. The war, with 
its huge demand for home-pro­
duced foods_ turned the spot­
light on farm man3aaement, and 

I 
in October 19-15 the B.B.C. 
began a series of discussions on 
this subject, ealled " This Is 
Jly ~arm." 

Eleven- very different, _ but 
typical, farming areas of Britain_ 
were chosen for inquiry an'! 
from each a well-known farmer 
was selected to discuss the 
reasons for his particular system 
of farm management, his crop­
ping and stock policies and so on. 
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The man whose task it was to 
act as interviewer and chairman 
of the series was H. G. Sanders, 
M.A., Ph.D., Professor of Agri­
culture in the University of 
Reading, and formerly lecturer 
in crop husbandry at Cambridge. 
With Geoffrey Eley, producer of 
the B.B.C.'s agricultural talks, 
Professor Sanders travelled many 
thousands of miles through agri­
eultural Britain, saw farms of 
cvcr·y type and size and talked 
with farmers themselves from 
Devon to Aberdeenshire, from 
Norfolk to County Antrim. 

The primary aim of the talks 
was to help farmers become more 
enterprising by the better under­
standing of management prob­
lems ; a listening audience 
around one and a half million 
indicated that many townsmen, 
as well as countrymen, listened 
to the talks, but this was an 
unexpected-although welcome 
-result. It is that series of talks, 
plus the great quantity of ma­
terial which could not be broad­
cast in the time available, which 
forms the subject-matter of 
this book. 

Farming makes use of more 
than 80 per cent. of the land 
of this country. It is a very 
big part of the British way of 
life. This book is for all who 
would preserve that heritage. 



The lllustrated and enlarged 
version of the B.B. C. series 
" THIS IS MY FARM" 


