


1:1]‘] story of British farming

during the war, of how this—the
country’s greatest single indus-
try—was {ransformed from a
state . of restricted output to
one of high efficiency and achieve-
ment, has been told all over the -
world. That achievement—in
round ferms, the provision of
two out of every three meals
needed by our 43 million popula-
tion—was made possible by the
combined efforts of all our
farmers, the small family farmer
as well as the nian with hundreds
of acres; the man with a few
milking cows as well “as the
d;xiry farmer with large pedigree
herds. - Nowhere are the systems
—and therefore the problems—
of farming more varied than in
these islands. The war, with
its huge demand for home-pro-
duced foods,. turned the spot-
light on farm management, and
in October 1945 the B.B.C.
began a series of discussions on
this subject, called “This Is
My Farm.”

Eleven very dlfferent, but
typical, farming areas of Britain
were chosen for inquiry and
from each a well-known farmer
was selected to discuss the
reasons for his particular system
of farm management, his crop-
ping and stock policies and so on.

[continued on back flap

12/6

net



FARMS OF BRITAIN



:‘ll.pﬂ I

v ..

PROFESSOR LG SANDERS WIETH 'THE YOUNG DAIRY SHORTUORN BULL KT AT RADING
UNIVERSITY 1PARD



FARMS OF BRITAIN

BY

. H. G. SANDERS

M:A., Ph.D., Professor of Agriculture in the
University of Reading .

AND

GEOFFREY ELEY

Assistant Agricultural Liaison Officer to the
British Broadcasting Corporation

CROSBY LOCKWOOD & SON LIMITED
20 TUDOR STREET, LONDON, E.C.4
1946



MADE AND PRINTED IN ENGLAND
BY THE GARDEN CITY PRESS LTD.
AT LETCHWORTH, HERTFORDSHIRE



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The authors wish to acknowledge assistance

given in the illustrating of this volume by

the B.B.C., whose Display Section arranged

for photographs to be taken on the farms

themselves, and by Messrs. Dunlop, Buchan,

Rockcliffe and Rees, all of whom supplied
private photographs.



THE MEN WHO BROADCAST

The central figure in each of the farm discussions, of which
I had the honour of being Chairman, was always the farmer
himself. In some of the discussions, however, we had the
most valuable help and support from County Executive
Officers and others, and I should like in presenting this list
to thank them one and all for their co-operation in the
broadcasts and for allowing Geoffrey Eley and myself to
place on record in book form so much of their wisdom.

(Signed) H. G. SANDERS.

Mr. W. J. Simmons, Oakhouse Farm, Hampstead Norris,
Newbury, Berkshire.

Mr. F. Rockeliffe, Hill House, West Walton, Norfolk.

Mr. O. K. Peacock, College Farm, Broughton, Huntingdon-
shire, and Mr. Denys Bullard, Technical Officer, Hunting-
donshire War Agricultural Committee.

Mr. W. T. Dunlop, Townhead of Gree, Fenwick, Ayrshire,
and Mr. T. B. Manson, Chief Land Officer to the Scottish
Department of Agriculture.

Mr. E. R. Greenwood, Poplars Farm, King’s Road, Bradford,
Yorkshire, and Dr. H. Ian Moore, Leeds University.

Mr. H. H. Pickering, Waterloo Farm, Market Harborough,
Leicestershire, and Mr. D. H. Findlay, formerly Executive
Officer of Leicestershire,

Mr. Tom Scott, Milsington, Hawick, Roxburghshire.

Mr. and Mrs. J. T. McClure, Hillview, Ballyminstra, Ahoghill,
County Antrim.

Mr. Eric Buchan, Rashieriev, Newburgh, Aberdeenshire, and
Mr. A. R. Wannop, Director of Advisory Services, North of
Scotland College of Agriculture.

Mr. Thomas Rees, Pengwern Uchaf, Cenarth, Newcastle
Emlyn, Cardiganshire, and Mr. John Griffiths, Agricultural
Economics Department, Aberystwyth.

Mr. F. J. Tucker, Oakwell Farm, Muddiford, Near Barn-
staple, Devon, and Mr. Colin Ross, formerly Executive
Officer, Devon War Agricultural Committee.

’ 7



Infroductory e .- .. .o

Chapter One—

Mxep FarmiNg oN THE Downs
Chapter Two—

Rice St Lanp AcCrRes .. .
Chapter Three— o,

A CrLay LaxDp FarMm - e e
Chapter Four— - :

HoME OF THE AYRSHIRES .
Chapter Five— :

Mnk rroM A CrTy HiLLSIDE ..
Chapter Six— ;

A MmoranD GRAZIER e ee
Chapter Seven—

BeeEpine CHEVIOT SHEEP .
Chapter Eight—

MLk AND PouLTRY IN NORTHERN IRELAND ..
Chapter Nine—

BEEF IN ABERDEEN e 4 ee
Chapter Ten— .

THREE BROTHERS IN WALES = ..
Chapter Eleven—

. A DEvoNIAN FArM .

Chapter Twelve—

SumMmary .. .. .

PAGE

11

21

85
47
- 5T
q's
79
91
108
115
129
141 -

150



ILLUSTRATIONS

Professor H. G. Sanders with the young Dairy
Shorthorn bull kept at Reading University Farm frontzspwce

H ampshire Down sheep on Mr. Simmons’ farm in
Berkshire .. . .- .. .. facing page 32

Carting green peas to the canning factory on Mr.
F. Rockcliﬁe’s farm in North Norfolk .. e a3 s 338

Mr. O. K. Peacock of Broughton, Huntmgd«m-
shire, in his stockyard .. .. - s s 48

Corn-carrying on Mr. Peacock’s farm .. e s ss 49
Group of Ayrshire cows owned by W. T. Dunlop ,, , 64
Mr. Greenwood’s Dairy Farm, Bradford e 2s 5 65
In the Milk Room at Poplars Farm, Bradford .. ,, , 80

Washing down the cows before mzlkmg at Poplars
Farm .o .o . e 33 s 81

Myr. Pickering with one of his bullocks .. o 3 96

In the Border cauntry, amid the hills of Roxburgh- .
shire .. . .o e s . 97

The McClure Farm in Ulster .. = .. er s g 112
Rashierieve is a typical family mized farm in the

East of Scotland - .e . e s 5 113
4 qualified Dazry Shorthorn bull used at the Rees
brothers’ farm in Wales .o . ee 5 55 128

A group of Devon close-wool sheep on Oakwell
Farm- .. w9 129
10



CROSBY LOCKWOOD’S
AGRICULTURAL & HORTICULTURAL
BOOKS

Each volume illustrated, cloth bound, Demy 8vo (size 83 x 5}") except where
otherwise mentioned. Prices nett.

ANIMAL BREEDING |
A. L. Hagedoorn . 304 pp. 15/-
Foreword by Jobhn Hammond, M.A., D.Sc., F.R.S.

APPLES OF ENGLAND

H. V. Taylor, O.B.E., D.Sc., V.M.H;, A.R.C.S.
. ' Crown quarto, 20§ pp. 30/-
36 full colour illustrations by direct photography.

BRASSICA CROPS '
Chas. H. Oldham, N.D.H. (Autumn 1947) 21/-

CULTIVATION OF BERRIED FRUITS

Chas, H. Oldham, N.D.H. ' 360 pp. 21/-
Foreword by H. V. Taylor, O.B.E., D.Sc., V.M.H., A.R.CS.

DAIRY FARMING :
V. C. Fishwick, P.A.S.I.,, N.D.A., N.D.D. 238 pp. 15/-

DETECTION AND CONTROL OF GARDEN PESTS

G. Fox Wilson, Entomologist to the Royal
Horticultural Society 192 pp. 12/6



DISEASES OF FRUITS AND HOPS -

H. Wormald, D.Sc., A.R.C.S., D.I.C. 290 pp.
Forewq;‘d by G. H. Pethyridge, O.B.E., Ph.D., B.Sc., F.L.S.

DISEASES OF POULTRY

Ernest Gray, M.R.C.V.S., F.R.M.S. 198 pp.
FARM AND GARDEN SEEDS _

The late S. P. Mercer, B.Sc., N.D.A. 205 Pp-
(2nd edition in preparation) :

FARMS OF BRITAIN -* |

H. G. Sanders, M.A., Ph.D., & Geoffrey Eley © 160 pp.
FARM BUILDINGS

Edwin Gunn, A.R.LB.A. 131 pp
FARM MACHINERY

(3rd edition in preparation) ‘
C. Culpin, M.A., Dip. Agric. (Cantab.) ‘ 516 pp.
GALL MIDGES OF ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE

H. F. Barnes, M.A. (Oxford), Ph.D. (London)

Vol. I, 12/6. Vol. II, 15/-, published. Vols. III—VIII to be announced later.
FARMERS’ WARFARE

C. L, Walton, M.Sc., Ph.D. (Summer, 1947)
FEEDING OF FARM LIVESTOCK

J. C. B. Ellis, M.A. (Summer, 1947)

GLASSHOUSE FOOD CROPS
“E. R. Saltmarsh, N.D.H., Univ. Dip. Hort. (Reading) 153 PP--

INSECT PESTS OF GLASSHOUSE.  CROPS
Herbert W. Miles, M.Sc., Ph.D. and Mary Miles, M.Sc. (Summer 1
Foreword by ]J. C. F. Fryer, O.B.E., MA 174 PP-

12/6

'12/6

12/6

. 10/6

21/~

12/6
;8/—
12/6

947)
12/6



INTENSIVE SALAD PRODUCTION
C. P. Quarrell, B.Sc. .

: 248 pp. 15/~
‘Foreword by H. V. Taylor, O.B.E., D.Sc., V.M.H., A.R.C.S.

THE OLD ENGLISH FARMING BOOKS (1523 to 1730)
G. E. Fussell ‘ 144 pp. 12/6

PESTS OF FRUITS AND HOPS

"A. M, Massee, D.Sc., F.R.E.S, ‘ 300 pp. 21/-
Foreword by] C.F Fryer, O.B.E,, M.A.

PIGS : THEIR BREEDXNG FEEDING AND MANAGEMENT
V. C. Fishwick, P.A.S.I., N.D.A., N.D.D. 222 pp. 126

THE PLANT IN HEALTH AND DISEASE
W. A. R. Dillon Weston, M.A., Ph.D. and
R. Eric Taqur, B.Sc. (Agric.), Ph.D. (Autumn 1947) 184 pp. 21/~

- PRACTICAL LAWNCRAFT

R. B. Dawson, M.Sc., F.L.S., F.R.H.S. 300 pp. 1§/~
Foreword by Sir. R. G. Stapledon, C.B.E., M.A,

PRESS OFFICER, PLEASE |
F. Howard Lancum, M.B.E., Ministry of Agriculture 144 pp. 10/6

PROFIT FROM FERTILIZERS

H. C. Long, H. V. Garner, Sir R. George Stapledon,
F. Rayns, T, Wallace, A. H. Hoare 176 pp. 12/6

SHEEP FARMING
Allan Fraser, B.Sc., M.D, 178 pp. 12/6
Foreword by Sir John Orr, D.5.0., M.C., M.A., M.D., D.Sc., F.R.S.

SUPPRESSION OF WEEDS
H. C. Long, 1.5.0., B.Sc. (Agric. Edin.) and .
Winifred Brenchley, D.Sc. 96 pp. 6/-



VEGETABLE CROPS FOR MARKET

A. H. Hoare 200 pp. 12/6

WILD ANIMALS AND THE LAND

F. Howard Lancum, M.B.E. - (Autumn 1947) 10/6
ORDER FORM

To : CROSBY LOCKWOOD & SON, LTD.
" 20, TUDOR STREET, LONDON, E.C.4.

................................................................................ Bookseller
Pl wpply s
Copies Copies
............ Animal Bi:'eeding s Feeding of Farm Livestock
.................. Apples of England s Glasshouse Food Crops
S— .. Brassica Crops s InS€Ct Pests of Glasshouse Crops

.. Cultivation of Berried Fruits . .. Intensive Salad Production

Dairy Farming The Ol English Farming Books
Detection and Control of Garden Pests .. Pests of Fruit and Hops
.. Diseases of Fruits and Hops wwessnemune Pigs: Their Breeding, F‘eedling and
.. Farm and Garden Seeds ' Management
.................. Diseases of Poultry wwmruewnes Plant in Health and Disease
.. Farms of Britain S e Practical Lawncraft
.. Farm Buildings s PTESS Officer, Please |

Farm Machinery .. Profit from Fertilizers

Gall Midges Vol 1 Vol .. Sheep Farming
wrenrrs. VOLII Vol V. Vol. V. emsisnnee Suppression of Weeds
................. Vol.VI Vol.VIl Vol.VIIL Vegetable Crops for Market

................. Farmers’ Warfare snsmrn Wild Animals and the Land



The man whose task it was to
act as interviewer and chairman
of the serics was H. G. Sanders,
M.A., Ph.D., Professor of Agri-
culture in the University of
Reading, and formerly lecturer
in crop husbandry at Cambridge.
With Geoffrey Eley, producer of
the B.B.C.’s agricultural talks,
Professor Sanders travelled many
thousands of miles through agri-
cultural Britain, saw farms of
every tvpe and size and talked
with farmers themselves from
Devon to Aberdeenshire, from
Norfolk to County Antrim.

The primary aim of the talks
was to help farmers become more
enterprising by the better under-
standing of management prob-
lems; a listening audience
around one and a half million
indicated that many townsmen,
as well as countrymen, listened
to the talks, but this was an
unexpected—although welcome
—result. It is that series of talks,
plus the great quantity of ma-
terial which could not be broad-
cast in the time available, which
forms the subject-matter of
this book.

Farming makes use of more
than 80 per cent. of the land
of this country. It is a very
big part of the British way of
life. This book is for all who
would preserve that heritage.



The illustrated and enlarged
version of the B.B.C. series
“THIS IS qy FARM >



