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PREFACE 

THE problem of sickness in its various phases has been 
attracting considerable attention of recent years. This may 
perhaps be due to the rising interest in all aspects of preven­
tive medicine as distinguished from curative medicine and 
to the mounting costs of sickness. For the wage-earner 
serious illness approaches the stage of being almost a calam­
ity, as with limited means the problem of obtaining adequate 
medical care, necessary after-care and industrial rehabilita­
tion, becomes a most serious one. And yet, each year large 
numbers of industrial workers are compelled to face the con­
sequences of serious and debilitating illness, lack of income 
during such time of involuntary unemployment, needs of de­
pendents and subsequent readjustments. Many of these 
workers are not even entitled to the benefits of the work­
men's compensation laws, for their ailments are to be classi­
fied as occupational diseases which are but infrequently cov­
ered by such laws. Similar situations were faced for many 
years by workers in other countries where industry was 
highly developed. Measures have been taken by many of 
the European governments to meet the problem of industrial 
hazards created by rapid industrialization, through institut­
ing systems of sickness or health insurance. Some thought 
has been given to the subject in this country. The purpose 
of this volume is to review the various hazards to which 
many workers are being regularly exposed, and to determine 
whether a system of health insurance can be applied to meet 
the large number of cases of occupational diseases and indus­
trial poisoning. 
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157; English Act, 171, 172; con­
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Diamond Match Co., 136 
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Dumbluskey v. Philadelphia and 

Reading Coal and Iron Co., Ig6 
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Finn, J. L., 85 
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Hagerstown, Md., 245 
Hair, 28, 164; animal, 52; work-

ers, SI, 101 
Haldane, J. S., 44 
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Hayhurst, E. R., 14. 18, 26, 31, 32, 

38, 39. 40, 41, 48. 51, 57. 65, 66, 
68, 7I, 73, 74. 75, 77, ;8, So, 83. 
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Illinois, 76, go, ISg, 16o, I90, 223, 
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76 . 
Ink, 106 
Insanity, 8o 
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stitutionality of, 237; establish­
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205 ; old age, 145; sickness, 144. 
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Johnson 'll, London Guarantee and 

Accident Co., 172 
Johnson 11. Mary OJ.arlotte Min­

ing Co., 188 
Joiners, 64 
Judice 11. Degnon Construction Co., 

178 
Juniper, 5'1 
Jute, 47 

X 
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75; arsenate of, 161 ; carbonate, 
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21 ; mining, 13, 14. 70; monoxide 
of, 64; oxid, 40, 71 ; poisoning, 
13, 63, 65, 66, 70, 76, 77, 81, no, 
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ing, among storage battery 
workers, 72, 73 ; poisoning, re­
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83 
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Works 11. Riker, 182 
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Martin, J. S., 44 
Martin v. Pittsburgh Lake Erie R. 
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tional diseases, n6; workmen's 
compensation act, 194 
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Co., 171 
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Mine gas, g6 
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Miner, asphalt, 36; bauxite, 36 
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Miner, coal, 36, 43, IOO; Cornish, 

44; copper, 36; diseases of, I6S; 
gold, 36, 45, 46 ; graphite, 36 
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. 36; sulphur, 36; zinc, 36 
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National Safety Council, 67, 92, 9.1 
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New River Coal Co., v. Files, 190 
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Nickel carbonyl, poisoning by, 157, 
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Nuremberg, 207 
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Nystagmus, miners', 158, x65 
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229, 230; Health and Old Age 
Insurance Commission, 229, 230, 
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Oil, 93 
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Organs, respiratory, 38 



INDEX 

p 
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Pensions, Old Age, 22S 
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regulation of spray painting, 132; 
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Phosphate, 44 
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Pleurisy, among hatters, 52 
Plumbers, 63 

Plumbism, 20, 64, 68, 69 
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