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PREFACE 

THE problem of sickness in its various phases has been 
attracting considerable attention of recent years. This may 
perhaps be due to the rising interest in all aspects of preven
tive medicine as distinguished from curative medicine and 
to the mounting costs of sickness. For the wage-earner 
serious illness approaches the stage of being almost a calam
ity, as with limited means the problem of obtaining adequate 
medical care, necessary after-care and industrial rehabilita
tion, becomes a most serious one. And yet, each year large 
numbers of industrial workers are compelled to face the con
sequences of serious and debilitating illness, lack of income 
during such time of involuntary unemployment, needs of de
pendents and subsequent readjustments. Many of these 
workers are not even entitled to the benefits of the work
men's compensation laws, for their ailments are to be classi
fied as occupational diseases which are but infrequently cov
ered by such laws. Similar situations were faced for many 
years by workers in other countries where industry was 
highly developed. Measures have been taken by many of 
the European governments to meet the problem of industrial 
hazards created by rapid industrialization, through institut
ing systems of sickness or health insurance. Some thought 
has been given to the subject in this country. The purpose 
of this volume is to review the various hazards to which 
many workers are being regularly exposed, and to determine 
whether a system of health insurance can be applied to meet 
the large number of cases of occupational diseases and indus
trial poisoning. 
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Cotton, 28, 48 ; ginners, 47; mills, 

48, 112; seed, 48 
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sion, 222, 223, 225, 228, 234, 235 ; 

ventilation of workrooms, 11g, 
I20 

India, g4 
Indian Creek Coal a'nd Mining Co. 
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phate, 36; quicksilver, 36; spar, 
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Nevada, regulation of rockdrilling, 

119 
New Hampshire, reporting of oc

cupational diseases, 117 
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Organs, respiratory, 38 



INDEX 

p 

Padua, University of, 17 · 
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Phosphorus, prohibition of, 134; 
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Platinum, 61 
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Rosenthal v. National Aniline and 

Chemical Co., 192 
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Warren, B. S., 218 
Washington Compensation Act, ISS 
Waterbury, Conn., 108 
Watkins-Pitchford, W., 45 
Webb, Mrs. Sidney, 113 
Welding, electric, I02, 103 
Wells, 94 

Wenrich v. Warning, 198 
West Side Coal and Mining Co., v. 
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