


THE 
. 

PARTITION· OF TURKEY. 
A DIPLOMA TIC HISTORY 

1913f'l923 

BY 
HARRY N. HOWARD 

NORMAN 
UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA PRESS 

1931 



Copyright 1931 by the Uniuersity of O~lahoma Press 
All rights reser~~ed 

Composed at Norman by the University of Oklahoma Press on the Monotype 
in Kennerley, designed by Frederic W. Goudy, who also designed the initial letters 
in Forum. The Kennerley italic is based on the handwriting of Petrarch. Forum is a 

modern adaptation of the lapidary charaders of Roman days. 
FirSt printed September, 1931 



TO MY BELOVED ELIZABETH 

"Doomed to Jcnow not Wintet-, only Spring, a being 
Trod the flowery .April blithely for a while"-11{. L. S. 



PREFACE 

r-rHE breakup of the Ottoman Empire was one of the mo~ significant 
J. and fundamental results of the world war. In many respects, and 

without undereStimating the other fundamental causes of the war, the 
great conflagration of 1914-1918 may be considered as a ~ruggle of the 
Great Powers of Europe over the Turkish queStion in all its aspects. 
The A~ro-Russian rivalry in the Balkans, the German-Russian con• 
teSt for supremacy at Co~antinople and in the Straits, the British 
desire for protection of Near E~em routes to India, and the French 
ambitions in Syria, raised problems (to mention but a few!) which were 
to be settled not by diplomacy, but by the arbitration of war·. The 
Lausanne conference, of 1922-1923, reached the lateSt definitive solu• 
tion of the Turkish problem. This essay proposes to treat of the period 
mM significant for the partition of Turkey, 1913 to 1923, though it 
has been deemed advisable to include materials which both antedate 
the period and which bring the work sub~antially to the present. 

The writer became intereSted in the subject of the dissolution of 
the Ottoman Empire at the hands of the European Powers while he 
was making a ~udy of the Mosul queStion, a few years ago. He has 
had access to the available published documentary sources, and it was 
his privilege to do archival ~udy and research in the archives and 
libraries of Central and Balkan Europe in 1928, under the guidance 
and direction of his friend and teacher, Professor Robert J. Kerner, 
of the Department of ~ory, of the University of California, at 
Berkeley. 

The writer wishes to acknowledge his profoundeSt gratitude and 
indebtedness to Professor Kerner for his unfailing kindness, his friendly 
criticism, and his inspiring encouragement. Acknowledgement is due 
him not only for his ass~nce and direction during the early phases 
of the work, but also for his advice in all the ~ages of its preparation. 

Further acknowledgement is due to Dean Howard Robinson, of 
Miami University, and to Mr. Joseph A. Brandt, of the University 
Press, University of Oklahoma, for general criticism of the manuscript. 
Professor Dawson Phelps, of the Mississippi Women's College, was 
kind enough to lend the necessary volumes of .Aussenpoliti~, containing 
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the A~rian documents. The writer wishes to thank Colonel E. M. 
'House and Professor Charles Seymour, of Yale University, for their 
letters concerning the American attitude with reference to the queStion 
of Con~antinople and the Straits. The writer is grateful to Count 
Sforza for his kindness in reading the work while in proof, and for his 
helpful suggeStions. Finally he expresses his appreciation to his wife, 
Elizabeth Polk Howard, for her criticisms, her ass~ance in reading the 
proof, and for the compitation of the maps. 

Miami University, 
Oxford, Ohio. 
July r8, 1931. 
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HARRY N. HowARD. 
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