
ROL 
L.JNU.t~l1E AXE OF ITALIAN 

FASCISM 
By 

DR. EDUARD REUT -NICOLUSSI -

Translated by 

K . L. MONTGOMERY 

Fascism is onetof the most extraordinary pheno
mena of present-dauy ~'?pe. This book, which 
d~als primari~y . with. df! ··-fagedy ?f the . Tyrol, 
gtves u:s" v1v1d g p~-· ~ Fascism at work, 
shows us Fascism &iibera l . tnping out native 
tradition and culture in ·. -.. Ty~ol ; Gennan 
schools were closed, pries_t,$ /td&~ to pray or 
hear confession in German, p.zsign~\,were trans-
lated, namt.~ -even on old gnvtstqne~~ !-were 
Italianized, murd~rs and assault~ 0... 'the l~erman 
population went urtp-l.!nished. Dr.· Re~t-Nicqlussi 
was ~ memb~r of tnt~?ZC!i bar and of ' the 

n Parliament, and~er of the Peol'Je~ 
,_Tyrol. He tells -~...._,:--~orx of his.i 

. after a secret war1t• · _. "\:~v~r the\ 
. frontier~,. and. draw:.·~ -nost ; 
tPf conditions Uf.the one~ 
; '\ ' 

LONDON 
GEORGE ALLEN & UNWIN LID 

MUSEUM STREET 



SELF-DETERMINATION 
FOR AUSTRIA 

ny Friedi:ich F. G. Klein-
. . waechter · 

Cr. 8vo With Maps 3.r. 6d. nei · 

"His ~ase ~ill.not be ~asy to 
·refute except by purely Ma-: 
cbiavellian .arguments?"-· 
New States111an 

12s.6d. 
net 



TYROL UNDER THE AXE 
OF ITALIAN FASCISM 



DR. E. REUT-:-IICOLUSSI 



TYROL 
UNDER THE AXE OF 

ITA[,IAN FASCISM 

. By 

Da. EDUARD ;REUT-NICOLUSSI. 

Translated by ,. 
K. L •. MONTGOMERY 

LONDON 

GEORGE ALLEN fs! UNWIN LTD 

MUSEUM STREET 



Tll1 A ustrlan original, ••Tyrol untcr rlem Bell.'' wu first publisketl In 
· Munich In 1928 · 

PojJulM l4ition 1929 • 

FIRST I''OBLISBED IN GREAT BRITAIN IH 1930 

All rights reserved 

· :PRINTED IN GREAT BRITAIN BY 
UJI'WIN BROTHERS LTD,, WOEIJI'G 



FOREWORD 

I remember it as if it were to-day. 
A slender young fellow from tl,!e Lower Inn Valley, blue

eyed and fair-haired, stood beside me in the half-destroyed 
trench. The dark shadows of a dark night, filled with the 
Shadow of Death, retreated before the morning light flooding 
the Dolomite crags, behind our position, as with molten gold; 
speechless and rapt, we stood in the unwonted pause of the 
fight before the ethereal scene.· Insensibly a cry broke from 
me, "This land is worth shielding with our bodies!" That 
same evening, after renewed fighting, was I, myself with a 
shattered arm, home past the corpse of my yopng comrade. 

Now, as I begin this book on Good Friday, 1928, my 
thoughts linger on that fallen lad and the life sacrificed by 
him in the Tyrol mountains. I think also of those other dead 
on the Tyrol Front, over whose bodies the foe did not succeed 
in pressing onwards into their country, until in the armistice 
we had had orders to stop hostilities. 

Those thousands of dead stark on the borders of Tyrol 
had not been filled with dreams of conquest; rather had their 
souls been dedicated to the defence of the Homeland, such 
dedication as later misfortune did nothing to shake. A 
Viennese who himself has stood with us in those Tyrol 
trenches recently wrote to me' from America: "I have had 
the good fortune to !ake part in the War for the one un- · 
doubtedly righteous cause in the whole European turmoil, 
that unspoilt part of Europe, the German Alps, unspoilt, and 
as I believe, the noblest." 

The lofty cause for which we wagered our lives in the 
trenches lies in the dust. Not alone the freedom of the 
Tyrolese Motherland has been lost, but the human dignity 
of her people has been made the plaything of alien wanton
ness and malice, her patriots go in mourning and bitterness. 
Yet underneath the ashes is a smouldering glow. Despite 
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the oppression meted out to the Tyrolese, not a inan among 
them in the last ten years of foreign domination has for an 
instant thought of surrendering the country. Belief in the 
Homeland-in the sense of a Tyrol one and undivided-is 
as it were a heritage of History. innate in the soul of a people. 
This is why the Innsbruck provincial Government has still 
preserved the name of Tyrol for the truncated remnant on 
the Inn and the Drave still left to Austria, and has chiseJJed 
on the walJs beside the grave of the ••sand" innkeeper, 
Andreas Hofer, the certainty of our birthright. No less 
immovably is rooted that certainty in the hearts of the South 
Tyrolese; the heavier the blows of the Italian rain down on 
us, the more intensely burn our longings and the firmer grows 
our conviction-.. The hour of our freedom will strike at 
last." All that we have gone through-subjugation and 
spiritual deprivation on the one hand, growth of indignation 
and bitterest estrangement on the other-well deserve to be 
described after the lapse of these ten long years by a Tyrolese. 
Paul Herre has written an exceJJent book on the subject, 
indispensable for the student of facts, but none the less a 
voice from the battlefield-the voice of the persecuted Tyrol · 
Homeland-is not superfluous. 

May it, then, speak to my own people, the people of South 
Tyrol, as also to the whole Teutonic nation, who may well 
take pride in this mountain race. To him also with instinctive 
love for liberty and hatred for the "'I\ fight is Right" policy ,may 
this illustration through facts-of which its reliability is its only 
merit-bring vividly before his eyes that frightful caricature 
made by the "'World Peace" of those ideals for which ail 
that was best in youth offered itself up in the World War. 

If, then, one honourable man or one spirited woman, stirred 
by the knowledge that a brave and loyal people are enduring, 
guiltless though they be, ail shameful indignities, should 
enrol themselves on the side of the Tyrol struggle, these 
pages will not have been written in vain. 

E. R-N. 
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Nom.-In the following pages the word Deutscla is necessarily 
translated as "German", there being no precise English equiva
lent·to ex~ress the peculiar racial development of the 'German• 
peoples. It has therefore been thought better to use "German" in 
various passages, though as Dr. Reut-Nicolussi himself has pointed 
out in a footnote, in his pages the expression has a totally non .. 
political and wider sense than what is usually ascribed to the 
word 'German•. · 


