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FOREWORD 

I remember it as if it were to-day. 
A slender young fellow from tl,!e Lower Inn Valley, blue­

eyed and fair-haired, stood beside me in the half-destroyed 
trench. The dark shadows of a dark night, filled with the 
Shadow of Death, retreated before the morning light flooding 
the Dolomite crags, behind our position, as with molten gold; 
speechless and rapt, we stood in the unwonted pause of the 
fight before the ethereal scene.· Insensibly a cry broke from 
me, "This land is worth shielding with our bodies!" That 
same evening, after renewed fighting, was I, myself with a 
shattered arm, home past the corpse of my yopng comrade. 

Now, as I begin this book on Good Friday, 1928, my 
thoughts linger on that fallen lad and the life sacrificed by 
him in the Tyrol mountains. I think also of those other dead 
on the Tyrol Front, over whose bodies the foe did not succeed 
in pressing onwards into their country, until in the armistice 
we had had orders to stop hostilities. 

Those thousands of dead stark on the borders of Tyrol 
had not been filled with dreams of conquest; rather had their 
souls been dedicated to the defence of the Homeland, such 
dedication as later misfortune did nothing to shake. A 
Viennese who himself has stood with us in those Tyrol 
trenches recently wrote to me' from America: "I have had 
the good fortune to !ake part in the War for the one un- · 
doubtedly righteous cause in the whole European turmoil, 
that unspoilt part of Europe, the German Alps, unspoilt, and 
as I believe, the noblest." 

The lofty cause for which we wagered our lives in the 
trenches lies in the dust. Not alone the freedom of the 
Tyrolese Motherland has been lost, but the human dignity 
of her people has been made the plaything of alien wanton­
ness and malice, her patriots go in mourning and bitterness. 
Yet underneath the ashes is a smouldering glow. Despite 
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the oppression meted out to the Tyrolese, not a inan among 
them in the last ten years of foreign domination has for an 
instant thought of surrendering the country. Belief in the 
Homeland-in the sense of a Tyrol one and undivided-is 
as it were a heritage of History. innate in the soul of a people. 
This is why the Innsbruck provincial Government has still 
preserved the name of Tyrol for the truncated remnant on 
the Inn and the Drave still left to Austria, and has chiseJJed 
on the walJs beside the grave of the ••sand" innkeeper, 
Andreas Hofer, the certainty of our birthright. No less 
immovably is rooted that certainty in the hearts of the South 
Tyrolese; the heavier the blows of the Italian rain down on 
us, the more intensely burn our longings and the firmer grows 
our conviction-.. The hour of our freedom will strike at 
last." All that we have gone through-subjugation and 
spiritual deprivation on the one hand, growth of indignation 
and bitterest estrangement on the other-well deserve to be 
described after the lapse of these ten long years by a Tyrolese. 
Paul Herre has written an exceJJent book on the subject, 
indispensable for the student of facts, but none the less a 
voice from the battlefield-the voice of the persecuted Tyrol · 
Homeland-is not superfluous. 

May it, then, speak to my own people, the people of South 
Tyrol, as also to the whole Teutonic nation, who may well 
take pride in this mountain race. To him also with instinctive 
love for liberty and hatred for the "'I\ fight is Right" policy ,may 
this illustration through facts-of which its reliability is its only 
merit-bring vividly before his eyes that frightful caricature 
made by the "'World Peace" of those ideals for which ail 
that was best in youth offered itself up in the World War. 

If, then, one honourable man or one spirited woman, stirred 
by the knowledge that a brave and loyal people are enduring, 
guiltless though they be, ail shameful indignities, should 
enrol themselves on the side of the Tyrol struggle, these 
pages will not have been written in vain. 

E. R-N. 



CONTENTS-

FOREWORD-

PART ONE-oCCUPATION 
I. MEIN LAND TIROL I 
2. "AND COMES THE FOE WITHIN .THE LAND'" 

3· THE REGENERATION OF THE OSTMARK 

4• THE MEMORIAL TO WILSON 

5· BETWEEN DOUBT AND DESPAIR 

6. MILITARY GOVERNMENT 

7. THE AXE FALLS 

PART TWO-INCORPORATION 

PAGB 

7 

I] 

x6 
2I 

2J 

JO 
34· 
J8 

8, THE LEADERS 43 
9· THE FIRST VISIT 47. 

IO. ROME 49 
II. "WE ARE TYROLESE, AND TYROLESE WE WILL REMAIN'" 53 
U. TRENT 57 
13. CREDARO 61 
14. "YOU WILL GET USED TO THE FETTERS" 67 
15. COMPULSORY CITIZENS 78 
16, THE OUTWORKS: UNTERLAND AND LADIN 82 

PART THREE-SERVITUDE 
17. RED SUNDAY 

18. THE VOTE OF THE PROVINCIAL DEPUTIES 

19. THREATENED AND SPIT UPON 

20, IN THE. PARLIAMENTARY ARENA 

21. MUSSOLINI 

22, TERROR AND DESPOTISM 

23. THE GOVERNMENT AGAINST US 

24. THE INVASION OF FASCISM 

25. CALM BEFORE STORM 

26, THE FIRST BLOW: HERODISM 

90 
98 

roo 
105 

. 108 

II2 

U7 
. UJ 
lJ2 

IJ6 



.10 TYROL UNDER THE AXE OF ITALIAN FASCISM 

PART THREE-SERVITUDE-continued 
27. THB MAIN ASSAULT BEGINS 

28. THB ITALIANS 

29. OPPRESSION IN FULL SWING 

30. THB CAPTt1RB OF LABOUR 

31. THB TYROLESE PRIEST 

32. THB SUPPRESSION OF THB PRESS 

33• THB TRAMPLING DOWN OF THB PEASANTRY 

34• THB TERROR OF THB VILLAGES 

35· THB RAVAGING OF THB SEED OF YOUTH 

36. THB CATACOMB SCHOOLS 

37• AN ENDLESS PURGATORY 

38. THB WAR ON PROPERTY 

3<1· THB DESTRUCTION OF THB COMMUNES 

40. THB AHRN VALLEY 

41. DESECRATION OF THB GRAVE 

42• PROSECUTION AND n.IGHT 

43· SATANIC DEVICES 

44• AT THB BAR OF HISTORY 

45• CONCLUSION 

l'AGB 

.140 

151 
153 
160 

170 

181 
188 
195 
204 

213 
221 

236 

247 
257 
263 
265 
272 

274 

277 



Nom.-In the following pages the word Deutscla is necessarily 
translated as "German", there being no precise English equiva­
lent·to ex~ress the peculiar racial development of the 'German• 
peoples. It has therefore been thought better to use "German" in 
various passages, though as Dr. Reut-Nicolussi himself has pointed 
out in a footnote, in his pages the expression has a totally non .. 
political and wider sense than what is usually ascribed to the 
word 'German•. · 


