Die Martis, 6" A ])rz'lis. 1813

" The Earl of Buckinghamhire in the Chai. .
ORDER of Adjournment read.

“The Counfel are called in. )
‘The Proceedings of this Cpmmitt-ce’ Yeﬂ;ei'.d.ay are read

“The Right Honourable JOHN Lord TEIGNMOUTH is called in; and, ha%0g 7,14 Zignmen
‘been fworn by the Lord Chancellor, a Chair-is plated for his Lordthip near the :
Table, and his Lordfhip is examined as follows: ~ ~ - .~ :

(By. Counfel.) will your Lordfhip inform the Coinmitteé how Ion'gxyour
Lordthip was in the Sgrvice of the Eaft India Company ?—About Thirty Years, .
of which Period I was refident about Twenty-four in India, '

In what Department of the Company’s Service ?—T was chiefly employed in the -
Revenue Department, until I was appointéd a Mémberof -the Supreme Council-
at Bengal. Lo ; o

-

~ How long was your Lordﬂ;m a Member of ‘the ‘Supréme Cauhcil, how léng
was ‘yout LordfhjghGovernor of Bengal ?—Something -more than Three Years a
Member of the Supreme'Cpupcil, and about de' and a Half Governor General.

Had your Lordfhip Opportunities by your Refidence in Bengal to obtain an-
accurate Knowledge of the Charadter of the Natives of that Part of the Country?
—1I had many, Opportunities ‘of obtaining a Knowledge of the Charader of the
Natives of Bengal, and it was my conftant Endeavour to obtain an accurate Know-
ledge of it. .

From the Refult of your Lordthip’s Obfervations upon the Charader.of the
People of that Country, are you of opinion that they are peculiarly tenacious -
of their own Modes of thinking and ating, and peculiarly jealous of any Affronts
that may be offered to their Habits and Prejudices ?—1I think them very tenacious
of their peculiar Habits, Cuftems, and Prejudices, and that'a Violatiops of them
would be ftrongly felt by them. ‘ A

In the Event of ,the Trad:" being opened between this Country and India, and
free Permiflion granted .to"the Natves of this Country to enter and refide in the
Pengal Provinces at their Pleafure, is it yodr Lordfiip’s Opinion that any ferious
Evils are to be apprehended to the Peace and Happinefs of the Natives of that
Part of the Country ?—An unrefirained Admiflion of Europeans into the Country,
in the Mode ia “which it has been explained -by the Counfel, would certainly 1n
my Opinivn be attgnded with.very great Incbnvenience and Embarraffment to the
Governnient of the Country, and might probably be attended with mifchievous
and'dangerous Confequences, . , A
* Dues-your Lerdthip apprehend that thofe Confequences would be dangerbus to
the Peace and: Fappinels of the Inhabitants of the Country ?—The Admiflion of
2 Number cf Eurcpeins into the interior of Bengal, of People unacquainted
with the ITabis and Cuiloms of the Natives of that Country, and many of them
entcrtainmy a Codtempt {or them, would probably be attended with this Incon-
venicrice, that they, weuld often violate the Prejudices of the Natives by their
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Lord Teignmouth, Condud, and excite a confiderable Degree of Irritation ,in'the Natives by fuch

~Condu&t ; but whether it would be attended with evil Confequences to the Peace
of the Country -generally fpeaking, I feel:fome Hefitation in giving any pofitive’
‘Opinion ; there 1s another Inftance.in which I think the unreftraimed Admiffion
. of Europeans in the Mode pointed out would alfo be attended with bad Confe-

«quences, that it would tend to lower the Britifh Charafter in the Eftimate of the

Natives; and that might be deemed a dangerous Effet, when the great Difpro.
+ portion between the Inhabitants of India’ and the Number of Europeans is taken

. Into Confideration.

Can your Lordfhip form any Eftimate of the Proportion of the Europeans in
that Copntry to the Natives?—Is the Queftion confined to. Bengal, or to all
India? C . SR N

-1t is confined. to thofe Countries with which your Lordthip is acquainted.—If

- the'Queflion referred to all India, I could anfwer it with moré certainty; and [
thould fay then, that I confidered the Proportion of Natives to Europeans to be
that of about.T'wo Millions of Natives to 1ooo Europeans, 1 fuppofe the Natives

- fubje to the Britith Government in India to be nearly 6o Millions, and the
- whole'Number of I':'qrolieh'ns'in all Parts of India probably not to exceed 30,000. -

- Suppofing that Irritation which your Lordthip has fuppofed would take place in
the Minds of the Natives, from unreftrainéd Intercourfe with Europeans, and
fuppofing  that Degradation. of . the Europgan Character in their Opinion which
your Lordfhip has alluded to, do you- not think it might ultimately affe&t the
Stability of the Britith. Empire ‘in India?-~A long Courfe of Irritation, and an
increafing Sentiment o'fD'egradétiop,might' lead to fuch an Effect : That Confe-
- xquence would very much depend upon the Number ‘of Europeans fo admitted
into India, and the Degree of Irritation which they might excite; I.{hould fup-
pofe that mugh of the Evil might be correCted by the Interpofition of the Govern.
ments.in India, " - - : 3 ' S

+ Tf fuch Traders were reftrained from proceeding nto the Interior of the-Country,
but were permitted to refort to and refide in all the Ports of the Peninfula at Wiil,
do you apprehend any fimilar Effe&ts from that Permiffion ?—In that Cafe I fhould -
think the EffeCts would be comparatively little, .
- 1f Englifhmen were allowed by Law to pervade at Will, and refide freely at all
Parts of the. Bengal Provinces, is your Lordfhip of opinion that it would be
poflibly in the Power of the Supreme Court at Calcutta, to which alone 2t
refent Englithmen are criminally amenable, to prevent ar to punith the Oppreflion
of ‘the Natives by {fuch Perfons, {~—The Supreme Court, I thould conceive, could
not act. without the Affiltance” of the Local Governments, becaufe the Superin-
tendence. of the Police of the Country is intrufted to Officers appointed by the
‘Government of Bengal ; and I believe that thofe Oflicers {o appointed, under the
Denomination of Magiftrates, a& allo as Juftices of the Peace. The Supreme
Court of Judicature has no Officers of its own  in the Interior, it could not
therefore in the firft Inllance reftrain the Oppreflions of Europeans ; if any fuch
were pradlifed, the Complaint of the Sufferers would probably be preferred to the
European Magiftrates, who have Power to apprehend them, and might fend
them to Calcutta for trial by. the Supreme Court of Judicature, if they judged it
right and expedient. I do not think that any Power would altogether reitrain the
Commiffion of A&s of Oppreffion ; but that by Regulations adapted to the Cale,
they might be prevented by Punifhment, as far as Punifiment can prevent the
Repetition of Crimes. - , T -
- Isit not your Lordfhip’s Opinion, that under the prefent Syftem the Prevention
of Oppreflion by Europeans in the Interior of the Bengal Provinces, is' chiefly
owing to the fummary Power vefted in the Local Authorities in fuch Cafes, to
reftrain the Offenders, and to fend them out of the Country ?—I have nct fuf-
- ficient Recolleétion of the Regulations of the Bengal Govcrnmen.t to. an{wer that
Queftion correétly ;.1 fhould fuppofe that the Magiitrates or Police Officers, can
only act by fuch Regulations as are framed for their Condud. ;
. 8

. * .
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Is your Lordfhip of opinion, in the Event of a free Trade between this Country

and India, a confiderably increaled Demand for European Articles among the -

Natives would be likely to take place ?—I think not. _
Will your Lordfhip ftate’ what are your Reafons for that Opinion ?—That I

Lord Teignmouth.

am not aware of any Manufaltures in this Country that the Natives would be

likely to purchale in any confiderable Degree ; this Opinion is formed from my
Knowledge of their Modes of living in India.

Have the general Mafs of the Population in the Bengal Provinces the means
of purchafing European Articles if they wifhed it ?—I fhould think ceftainly not.

Iz your Lordfhip of opinion, that under the prefent Syftem, or any other Syftem
that might be adopted for the Government of the Indian Empire, that there is
any reafonable Probability that the general Mafs of the Population of India
$hould fo increafe in Wealth as to be enabled+to purchafe European Articles to
any confiderable Degree #—1 fee no Profpe& -of it; but I fhould not reft my
Anfwer to that Queftion, merely on the Increafe of Wealth, but my Opinion
is founded principally on the Modes of living of the Natives. ' :

In particular, does your Lordfhip think that there would be any Chance of their

wearing Britith Woollens in the rainy Seafon ?-—Some few might be induced to
‘wear our Broad Cloths in the cold Seafon, but the Bulk of the People would not
be able to purchafe them ; and with refpe to the higher Ranks, I fhould think
they would prefer the Shawls of the Country to our Broad Cloths. I {hould fup.
pole that the increafed Sale of Broad Cloths would be very limited,

When fyour Lordfhip ftates, that fore few might be induced to buy the Broad
Cloths of this Country, does your Lordfhip mean that thefe Perfons ate in the
higher Ranks ?—No, I do not. I fhould rather conceive them in a Rank neither

the higheft nor the loweft; I would for Inftance ftate the native Servants of

Furopeans ; but under any Circumftances, I think very few would be likely to
ufe them. - ’

Your Lordfhip has referred for the Foundation of your Opinion to the general
Situation of the Mafs of the Population in that Country ; will your Lordfhip be
fo good as to ftate the general Situation of the Mafs of the Population as to their
Houfcs, Furniture, Drefs, and Food ?—The general Mafs of the Population of
India live in Straw Huts ; their Furniture confifts of a few Articles of the Coun-
try, Mats, and a few earthen Pots for drefling their Victuals; their Food in general
is Rice ; their Drefs is a very fmall Proportion of Cotton Cloth, the Produce of
the Courtry. : ' : '

Is your Lordfhip enabled to inform the Committee of what the Rate of Labour
is among the Agricultural Labourers of that Country ?—I"do not recollett at
prefent. . -

Can your Lordfhip inform the Committee how much per Month is neceffary
to maintain a Family of that Defcription ?—1I fhould fuppofe that One Rupee and
a Quarter, or about Three Shillings 2 Month, would maintain a Native luxu-

rioufly.
And his Family ?—Not his Family alfo.
A fingle Perfon ?—A fingle Perfon.

During the Time that your Lordfhip refided in India, did it appear to you
that the Market for European Commodities of all Kinds was adequate to the De-

mand for thofe Comnmodities in that Country ?—=Does the Queftion refer to the -

Natives ¢ |
It refers to the Natives.—I fhould think certainly Yes; becaufe I am not
_aware what Articles of European Manufature or Produce the Natives purchafe.

Did it appear to you to be generally adequate to the Demand by all Ranks of
People in that Country ?—1In general it certainly did,
| Did
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+ Lord Teignmiouth. * ~Did it Lidppen to fall ‘within your Lordfhip’s Knowlédge, while you were in the

~ — Supreme Council, and at the Head of the Bengal Government, that the Eaft India
Company ufed every Endeavour to introduce European Manufaétures to all ‘that
Part of the Country within the Extent of their Charter 2 have always under-
ftood it to be their With and Endeavour fo to do. :

. Is it your Lordfhip’s Opinion that the prefent Syftem of the Indian Trade
is fully adequate to fupply any increafed Demand for .European Commodities
among the Natives that is likely to arife ?~Upon my Eftimate of the Wants of
the Natives, T thould certainly think it is. - . '

s oy Examined by the Committee.

" During your Refidence in India, had not the European Inhabitants greatly in-
~ creafed?—I fhould think they muft have increafed very confiderably.

f,fyHavq the Regulations that were in Force when your Lordthip was in India,
proved adequate to prevent Evropeans refiding in the Interior of the Country from

- difturbing the Peace of the Country, or opprefling the Native Inhabitants #—~There
were Inftances when I was in India, of A&ts of Oppreflion committed by Euro-
peans’;' and whenever fuch occurred, and were reported to Government, it inter-
fered and punifhed them. T do not think any Regulations would altogether pre-
vent Aéts'of Oppreffion, and Ads difturbing the Peace of the Country, although
the Repetition of them might be in a great Meafure prevented by punithing the
‘Offenders. : . g ' -

-+ Generally fpeaking,” were the Regulations found adequate to the Purpofe >—If

- the Queftion be put more generally, as to the Power of Government, for I do not

fufficiently recollett the Nature of the fubfifting Regulations at that Time, Ifhould
fuppofe it was in a great Degree fufficient to check them. V

In thofe Inftances of Opprefion to which your Lordfhip refers in your former
Anfwer, had youin your Contemplation Perfons actually in the Service of the Eaft
India Company, or Perfons licenfed to refide within the Country by their Go-
vernment ?¥—I meant principally Perfons licenfed by the Government to refide in
the Country, ds I fuppofe the Queftion alluded to them, but my Anfwer would
equally apply to the Coimpany’s Servants.

. What does” your 'I:ord{}nip conceive to be the Population of the Town of Cal-

~ cutta ?—1 never heard it mentioned upon any other than very vague Grounds ; from

~my Recollettion of what I have heard on this Subject, I thould fuppole about eight
- hundred thoufand. . - "

. Are not European Articles of Manufa&ure genel'allj'in Comfumption within
the Town of Calcutta ?—By the Europeans, and poflibly fome of the Portuguefe
who have been born in India. T

‘But not by the Natives refident within the Town of Calcutta ?2—Not, I thould
fuppofe, by the Natives refident in Calcutta generally; there may be Inftances of
a few Natives, I will fay three or four, who are in the Habit of occafionally giving
Entertainments to Europeans, who may ufe Luftres in their Houfes, but I do not
recollet any other Articles of European Manufalture or Produce in general Ufe
by the Natives of Calcutta. :

Was there any confiderably Trade carried on by the Americans 'when your Lord-
thip was in the Government in India ?—1 rather think not ; at that Period there
was 2 Gentleman in Calcutta who called himfelf an American Conful; but I
believe that the Government did not acknowledge him in that Charatter, although
they were difpofed t6 fhew him all perfonal Attention. I really do not recollect
what Number of American Ships came to Calcutta during the Time in which 1 was
m the Government, but the Records of the Company I fuppofe will fhew. I
do remember fome ‘American ‘Ships coming, but I do not recclle& the Number.

“You Have ftated that the fubfifting Regulations at the Time you were Governor
General of India were generally found fufficient to punith any A& of Oppreilion
. ‘ upon
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upon the Natives up the Country !—1 flated more broadly that the Power of Go. Lord Teighmuth.

vernment was. :

If the fubfifting Regulations had not been fufficient, were not the Powers éf
Government large enough to render them fo ?— At the Time that I was in India
I think. they were, - : . ’

In the Event of a free Trade being opened with the principal Settlements of India
does not your Lordfhip conceive, that the Power of Government would be fuf.
ficient to prevent thofe ill Effects which your Lordthip feems to have apprehended
from an unreftrained Intercourfe?—Ido not think any Regulations of Govern.
ment could altogether prevent Als of Injuftice or Oppreffion by Europeans in the
Interior, but that Regulations might be fo' framed as to bring the Offendet to
Punifhment, in which Cafe {fome of the Evils would be mitigated.

A Queftion was put. to your Lordthip by the Counfel, with refpedt to. the
Power of controuling Europeans up the Country 5 I think your Lordfhip’s Ats
tention was pointed chiefly to the Powers of the.Supreme Court of Judicature at
Calcutta : does not your Lordfhip think the Magiftrates having Power to appres
hend Perfons offending, might fend them to Calcutta to be dealt with there, by
being fent to Europe as the Governor General in Council fhould think proper #—
I do not recollett the Extent of the I'ower given by the Law to the Government of
India in this Refped ; but in any Cafe of Entormity, as Governor General I fliould
have exercifed fuch Power, taking the Refponfibility upon myfelf. With tefpect to
unlicenfed Europeans, the Government have decidedly the Power, and it one
Cafe I exercifed It, in fending an European Perfon to this Country.

In the Houfes of Natives of Wealth, is it not ufdal to floor. their Rooms with -
Woollen Manufaltures of Europe ?<-I know very little of the Initetior of the
Houfes of the Natives, - In fome of thofe in which I had Accefs, which were thofe
of the principal Natives only, I believe the Floor may have been covered in fome
I(?ﬂances with Broad Cloth, but in general with White Cloths, the Prodice of the

ountry. : :

- There was a Queftion put to your Lordfhip by the Connfel, with refpett to the
Endeavours by The Eaft India Company to, introduce - Britith Manufadtures into
India; is your Lordfhip aware that that Queftion extended not only to India,
but to all the Countries within the Company’s Charter ?—My anfwer to it was
given from a general Recollettion of the Inftructions received from The India
Company in Bengal, and therefore I confidered the Queftion as applying to Bengal
principally, as it was ufual for the Court of Direttors to fend Copies of their
Difpatches_ ta the other Settlements of Madras and Bombay, to the Bengal Govern~
ment ; the Impreffion which I feel on this Subject may have arifen from Letters
dire¢ted alfo to. thofe Prefidencies. - S

Then the Committee are to underftand that the Efforts that yod conceive The
Eaft India Company to have made for the Introdu@ion of Britifh Manufactures
are confined to the Three Prefidencies of India #—To the Three Prefidencies of India.

Your Lordfhip was fe‘veral' Times at Lu_cknow?-»’[‘ wice.

Did your Lordthip find that there was any Demand for Britif Manufdctures,
cither by the Nabob or People of Oude 2~<The Nabob liad amafied a' very large

uantity of European Articles, in a Houfe which was kitown by the Name of The’
Aina Couch at Luckaow but it was confidered as a kind of Mufeum for the’
Gratification of a particular Propenfity of the Nabob of Oude. I ds not know
that his Example was imitated by any other of tlte People at' Lucknow.

Was his Tafte for Britifh Manufatures merely confined to the Articles that
were depofited in his Mufeum in that Houfe ?—1-believe it was 3 the Articles there

principally confifted of Watches,: Clocks, and Jewellery of different Kinds.
Did he not affet the Englifh Coftume in' Lis Drefs 2«No, I do not recolle®t
that he- did. | ‘

(40:) H ~ Your
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Lord Teignmouth.  * Your Lordthip is of courfe aware that no European ean’ proceed into ‘the In.
terior of . the Country without the Licence. of the Local Government s do not
thofe Perfons, when they are licenfed, enter into Covenants with refpe& to their
Condu& when' within the Interior of the Country 2—My Recolle&ion does not
enable me to an{wer that Queftion with Precifion ; I rather think they do, but I
-am not certain ; it is a Point of Fact that may be afcertained from the Records of
- the Company. . SR S :

Does your Lordfhip happen to know, whether it has been ﬁfual for The Eaft
India Company to fend out any Woollen Manufadtures to the Eaft Indies, fabri-
cated particularly with 2 View to the Confumption of the Natives?— I do not know.

. Is it your Lordfhip’s Opinion, that the Propofitions for changing The Ealt India
Syftem tend to eftablith thofe Territories as Colonies #—That is a Queftion which
would require more Confideration than I am enabled to give to it at prefent.
Upont my View of the Subject I do not think it very likely to fellow ; becaufe
1 think that the Merchants of this Country, who have entertained large Ideas of-
the'Profits to be derived from an unreftri¢ted Trade to India, will be difappointed
in their Expeftations ; and, that though at firft there may be many Adventurers,
that the Number of them, in future, will be greatly Emited by the Difappoint.
ment of their Expe€tations. '

- ‘Does not. your Lordfhip confider the Admiffion of India-built Ships upoa the
Britith Regifter tends to put.them on the Footing of Colonies ?—I have never
entered at all into the Confideration of that Queition. -

- Has it not been confidered as a neceffary Policy, to prevent the Faft India
* Territories from being put upon the Footing of Colonies 2—I thould think that
the Policy that would prevent it, would be the wifeft. :

" Has the Experiment of opening our India Trade to private Traders and friendly
Nadons, proved beneficial, or otherwife ?—I have not fufficient Recolle&ion of
tht; Refults of any Experiment that may have been made, to anfiwer that Queftion,

Has The Eaft India Company better Means of intreducing our ManufaGures

_in that Country, than private Merchants ?—If the Trade were open, I fhould

fuppofe private Merchants would have equal Means with the Company, of intro.
ducing Articles of this Country into India, ‘ o

Have - Artifans from Europe eftablithed any ManufaQories in India ?-—There
have been Coach-makers, Carpenters, Ship-wrights, Watchmakers, and Tailors,
and perhaps other Trades; but I do not recolle any ManufaQories that have
been eftablithed by Artifans from this Country, excepting an Experiment for
tanning Skins, the Succefs of which I do not reccllect.

Are the Natives employed in thofe Manufatories ? —I do not recolleét any Ma.-
nufa8lories that have been eftablithed in India, by Artifans from this Country, fur-
ther than I have mentiored. :

Does not your Lordfhip confider Coach-making and S_hoe-makiné, and thofe-
Things Manufaltures ?—If they are confidered Manufa&tures, the Natives were
certainly employed by the Artifans in thofe Bufineffes.

What is the Nature of thefe Reftrictions and Regulations which your LordMip
conceives might be provided to prevent the Influx of Europeans into the Intericr
of India, in the Event of the Trade being opened ?—I {uppofe that the Com.
manders of Veflels importing into India from this Country, would be required to
go to fome Port in India ; thar there they fhould be required to give an Account
of their Crew, Paflengers, and every Europeaa arriving in India in their Veflels,
to the Government ; that when they leave the Port they fhould be required to
mention any Europeans who came out in their Ships that had been left behind ;-
that no European fhould be permitted to go into the Interior without a Pafl.
port; that the Magiftrates-(and the Regulations might be extended to Colledlors,
=nd other Officers of the Government) beordered to ftop Europeans proceeding
in the Interior without fuch Paffports; and that further, for the Purpole of

' ' afcertaining



[certaining whether any had obtained Accefs into the Interior notwithftanding
hefe Precautions and Regulations; that every Britith Subje@t refiding in the
nterior fhould be required to give a Return of his Name, Refidence, and
dccupation, once or as much oftener in a Year as might be thought neceffary,
nder a general Notice ;. that Europeans failing to comply with the Regulations,
hould be confidered as forfeiting any Right they had derived from Licence or
’affport, to refide in the Interior, Thofe are the Regulations which iuifnediately
)ccur to me. ' .

Does your Lordﬂrip,‘ upon the whole, conceive the Regulations your Lord(hip
1as now enumerated, would be fufficient to -prevent any confiderable Influx of
Zuropeans into the Interior ?—I fhould think in a confiderable Degree, but not
'ntirely. ' :

During the Period of your Lordfhip’s Acquaintance with India, were any
-onfiderable Number of Europeans, not Subjels of Great Britain, refident in the
[nterior of India —1I fhould think very few. ‘

You confine your Anfwer to the Company’s Pofleffions ?—If the Queftion
refers to the Interior of India beyond the Company’s Pofleffions, there were many
undoubtedly. - ‘

Is your Lordfhip aware of any confiderable Inconvenience which refulted from
the Intercourfe which muft have taken place -between Perfons fo circumftanced,
and the Natives of India?—In the Court of the Nizam very great Inconvenience
arofe from the Influence of the French commanding Troops in the Service of the
Nizam. I think jtis probable that the fame Inconvenience was more or lefs felt
wherever there were Europeans in the Employ of the Native Princes, particularly
in Times of unfriendly Difcuffion, or Hoflility between thofe Princes and the Com-
pany’s Government. o '

By Inconvenience it is meant the Inconvenience arifing out of an unreftrained
Intercourfe between Europeans and the Natives ?—There were certainly Inftances

of fuch Inconvenience when I was in India.

Would the Regulations to which your Lordihip has adverted as neceffary, in
the Event of a Free Trade taking place with India, for reftraining the Intercourfe

of Britith Subjes with the Interior, be effé@tual for the Purpole of preventing

Difturbance, unlefs the Subjetts of other European Powers can be eflectually
excluded from that Intercourfe #—Thofe Regulations were rather meant to prevent
the unlicenfed Influx of Europeans into the Interior of India, than to reftrain them
when f{o fituated, I fhould think not, if the Subjes of other Powers had an
unreftrained Accefs into the Interior of the Country ; but I believe that is not
the Cale at prefent, nor has ever been allowed by the Britih Government, as far
as it could prevent it. : '

Then his Lordfhip withdrew.

Then Major General ALEXANDER KYD is called in; and, having been fworn,

1s examined as follows: .

" (By Counfel) Have you been in the Service of The Eaft India Company ?-—
Yes; I have been in their Service Thirty-nine Years, Thirty-three or Thirty-four
of which I have been conftantly refident in India. "

How long have you been returned to this Country ?-—A little more than Two
Years. _ ' i
You were, [ believe, in the Military Service of the Company ?~I am now in the
Military Service of The Eaft India Company. "

I with to know whether you did not rife to fome high Station in that Service?
~1I now hold the Office of Chicf Engineer on the Bengal Eftablifhment.

During

Lord Teignmouth.

Major Gen,
Alexander Kyd,
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. MajrGes.  "During your Continuance in the Service of the Company, had you an'Oppor-
. Llexander Kydy  mity of vifiting various Parts of Britith India ?—I have vifited molt of the Settle-
’ ments and Stations in the Interior of the Country in the Company’s Pofleffions,

and on their Ceafts. o

Had you during that Time many Opportunities of informing yourfelf with
_refpet to the Chara&ers, Manners, and Ulages of the Natives of India 2~=From
the Line of my Service I was neceffarily frequently, a long Time at a Place by
myfelf ; and of courfe had much Comtiurication with.the Natives, and had a
great Deal of Bufinels to do with them in forming Contra@s for Materials and
Workmavfhip in the various Works I have had Qccafion to carry on.

From the Expericnce you have had on this Subjet, are you able to form a
Conjefture with refpect to the probable Effe@ of an unreftrained Intercourfe be-
-tween Britifh Perfons and the Native Inhabitants of India #—1I think from my own
_Obfervation it wauld be fraught with very damrerous Confequences, more par-
ticularly, if, as it appears to me, thar the Obje&t pointed at fhould be attained, the
Trade was open to all the Ports in India, Our Peflxflions .along the Coafts now
‘extend from the Gulf of Cambay to the utmoft Point of the Peninfula of Ma-
lacca, a Space of between 3 and 4,000 Miles, in which there are innumerable
Ports, in which fmall Veflels endeavouring to puth a Trade might ftop. I 'there-
fare conceive that if this Permiflion of touching at thefe Ports was granted to a]l
Juch Veflels, - the Government could not have' a fufficient Authority to reftrain
the Evil that muf} attend fo free a Communication as fuch a Clafs of Europeans
as would be employed in pavigating thefe Veffels would have with the Natives. -

. On what obferved Peculjarities in, the Charadlers or Ufages of the Natives do

you found that Opinion?—It is an unfortunate Circumftance, but it is certainly -
true, that the Characer of the lower Clafs of Europeans is, to hold in utter Caon-

tempt, and to defpife the CharaGter of the-Natives; and on all Occafions, where

1 have.obferved they have had the fmalleft Authority, they never fail to treat

them iil. ‘There.is another Circum#tance that is equally unfortunate, that almoft

all the lower Claffes of Europeans are addi&ted to Spirituous Liquors when they

<can_get them. . Spirituous Liquors zre to be got in every Village or Marker in

the Country as a trifling Price, and, therefore they naturally will indulge in them,

and . in-their Intemperance ill treat the Natives. , '

Do you remember haviag feen nftances in which this Obfervation was verified ?
~—In my own Experience ¥ had Occafion to employ 2 valt Number of European
Overfeers, which in general were taken from the Military, and were recommended
to. me as Men of the belt Charafter; but in the End ¥ found that it was impofii-
ble ta delegate to them the fnalleft Power, and 1 was obliged to leave off the
Employment of Euvropeans, from their Habie of® ilktreating the Natives, and
take to Native Superiutendants, in the Works I was carrying on. s

In what Part of the Cougtry did this bappen ?—Ea many Parts.  Thad the con-
duting of the whole of the Fortifications and Military Buildings at the Fort of
Allahabad, in the Doozb, in which 1 had the Employment of many Thoufand
People daily; I have carried on public Works at many other Parts of the
Country. . ~

Did you find that Abufes of this Kind took place more orlefs in all the Inftances
10 which you have alluded ?—Almoft inall. V ’

" Suppofing a very enlarged Degree of Latercourle to take place between Dritilr
Subjects and the Natives of India, do you-conceive apy Regulations. could be
devifed to check thofe Abufes ?7—1If it is to be confidered the vaft Extent of our
Poffefions, I do not think it can be imagined that the Government 2t all the
«arious Ports can have an. Authoriry of fufficient Force to- guard aggmﬂ: _the~ Dif-
tuibance that an indifcriminate Admiffion of Europzans muft necelfarily bring on.

. Isita Matfer of Fak that the Magiftrates employed by the Dritith Government
are at Stations very difperfed: from one another ?==From the great Extent of our
Pofleflions it neceffarily mult be the Cafe.

Suppofing
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'Suppofing a great Number of Europeans to be in Britifh India who were difpofed
'to penetrate the Interior of the Country, would it or not be’ poffible for them to
evade Regulations that would be made .to prevent them from fulﬁlling that Ob-
je&t 2—If the free opening of all the Ports of India, as I faid before, was admitted
-of, it certainly would be excecedingly difficult to form any Regulations that would
‘prevent their penetrating into the Interior of the Country. :

Suppofing the Freedom of Trade to be only partially eftablifhed, ftill would the
fame Evils follow in a proportionate Degree 7—I think if the open Commerce
from all the Ports of Great Britain was confined to certain Ports in India, to the
Prefidencies, to Surat, Cochin, Calicut, Tellicherry, and to fome of the largeft
Settlements on the Coromandel and Malabar Coatts, that Regulations and Reftric-

-tions might be devifed that would get the better of the Evil in a great Degree,

.but not entirely.

Suppofing Trading Veflels to go out ‘to that Country which fhould be unfuc.
«cefsful in their Speculation, how far would it be poflible to prevent them from
ftopping .at various Points of the Coaft, even Parts to which they were not per-
mitted to have ‘Accefs ?—I think it would be quite :impofiible ; the Navy we have
in India is fo fmall in proportion to the vaft Extent of Coaft that we poflefs, that
IldofI:lOt fee it is poffible that they could be prevented from touching where they
pleafed.

Do you conceive that any bad Confequences would follow from fuch an
Event ?—DMoft undoubtedly, from the Reafons T have given in Anfwer to the
£irft Queftion, that the Tower Claffes of Europeans would be at liberty to land,
and commit Difturbances among the Natives, which they always do when they
are without Reftraint.

Would any bad Effe@s be produced with refpet to the Native Commerce upon
the Coaft, or among the Iflands of India 2—Certainly, if Britith Ships were per-
mitted to carry on the Coafting Trade, that is now fully occupied by valt Numbers
of Native Coalting Veffels, and manned by a very induitrious Clafs of Sailors, it
would drive them out of that Trade, and would have a bad Effe& upon our Re.
venues, and would do away a Nurfery of Lafcars or Native Sailors, who on Oc-

cafions may be employed in affifting to man our Navy, as on feveral Occafions has

already happened.

You have_fpcken of certain Abufes which would follow from the Intercourfe
of Britith Subjets with the Natives of India; I wifh to know whether any of
thofe Abufes might be apprehended, with refpect to any of the Native Veflels
employed in trading in any of thofe Seas?-~None at all; the Crews of the
Native Veffels, and even of the Country Ships, (if you mean by them, the Native
Veflels), are of the fame Clafs, have the fame Habits, and there would be no more
Difficulty than there is in a Coafting Veflel going along the Coalt of Great Britain;

- they are in conftant Communication.

Suppofing Traders to go from this Country with Britith Crews, would any

Abufes happen with refpect to the Native Veffels of which you have {poken, and

of which the Crews and Captains and Owners are exclufively Natives -—Upon
that Subject I own I have fome Opinions that may probably appear ftrange ; but

I very much fear that [everal of thofe difappointed Traders would mofl. likely

with to make good their Loffes, and might be induced to commit Depredations
upon thofe degencelefs Veflels ; and in confequence this free and open Com-
munication of Ships of all Defcriptions might frequently lead to thofe Depre-
dations ; I am almoft certain it woulddo it. '

Do you found that Opinion upon any hiftorical Faét #—We know there have

been Traders in former Times, who even went the Length of a regular Syftem of -

Piracy. :
Have you had an Opportunity of obferving how far the Natives of Britifh
India fhew a Difpofition to ufe’ European Manufattures 2—=Very little indeed

amongft the lower Claffes ; from the Swallnefs of their Pay, they are unable to
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indulge in any of our Manufadures; the fuperior Claffes have got Luxuries an
Indulgencies of their own, that generally fpeaking they prefer to ours : There ar
-a few ExceTtions at the Prefidencies, wherz fome Men in Imitation of thei
Mafters indulge in fmall Articles of Houfehold Furniture, Glafs Ware, Luftres

and Things of that Sort, but to no great Extent.

. Do you conceive thofe Averfions or Indifference to the Ule of Eiropean Ma
nufattures on the Part of the Natives, to be' founded in a National Peculiarity o
Tafte, or Ufages, or Opinions ?—Exally ; they have Habits of their own, fo dif
ferent from ours, that I do not think it would be ever poflible to bring the whol:
l\lllafs of the People to ufe Manufa&tures of ours that could ia fa& be of no Ule tc
them.

Exclufive of the immediate Environs of the Prefidencies, have you obfervec
any Thing like an Affimilation, or a growing Afimilation to European Habits, or
Wants ?—None at all; merely, at the Prefidencies.

- Is it within your Knowledge that the Exports in European Manufaures to India
have in fadt increafed?—The Export of European Manufactures certainly within
thefe Thirty Years-has very much increafed ; but that appears to have arifen from
the very great Increafe. of our Army in India. Thirty Years ago there were only
One or Two King’s Regiments in the Service, at prefent there are Thirty ; our own

¢ Military Eftablifbments have at leaft doubled ; the Civil Service upon the Three
Eftablifhments have alfo nearly doubled. This Increafe of European Population ap-
pears to me to fully account for the Increafe of the Exports during that Time ; from

- which .1 conclude that the Exports "have principally been for the Ule of Euro-
peans. ‘ . - ' '

- In what Degree does there appear to be any Thing like a growing Ufe of Euro.
;pean Manufattures on the Part of the Natives at the Prefidencies?>—Upon my Word,
it does not ftrike me in a very great Degree: Allthe Prefidencies have been very
rapidly increafing in point of Size and Population’; of courle there are a greater.
Number of Natives who are likely fo give in to thofe Habits in proportion to the.
Increafe cf the Inhabitants. ' ' '

- Do -you mean that the Increafe of the Native Inhabitants has tended at all to
- extend their Ufe ?—~Certainly, in the fame Proportion as they have increafed.

" Do you-mean to fay there takes place a Degree of Aflociations or Intercourfe
:between the Natives of thofe Settlements, which does not take place elfewhere ?-—
Certainly, the Communication of Natives with Europeans, is much more at the
Prefidencies than at any other Part, and therefore they are more likely to adopt a

few of their Habits,

. Suppofing then, by any Arrangement the European Inhabitants of the principal
‘Settlements were greatly increafed, do you conceive: the Effe& of fuch Arrange-
-ment could be a growing Ule of European Manufattures among the Natives in the
Interior of the Country #—No, I do not think that the Natives, generally fpeaking,
have a Talte for' our Manners or our. Manufaitures ; fimply thofe that have been
long eftablithed, fuch as Broad Clath, a2 Number of. the Metals, and Ornaments
in Glaffes, fmall Looking Glaffes, but not to any great Extent. Iimagine the De~
-mand for all thefe Articles bas been a long while ftationdry. ' :

Suppofing, for Argument fake, that the Ufe of European Manufactures could be
greatly extended in the Interior of the Country, muft we not affume it as a necef-
fary Condition to that Efe&, that there muft be a very extended Intercourfe be-
tween Europeans and the Natives of the Interior of the Country ?—Certainly I
fhould think that if it took place,. it muft be by a very intimate Connection be-
tween them ; but I have my Doubts that any Conne&ion would ever make it take .

place. . .
Suppofing, for Argument fake; the Ufe of European Manufattures to be greatly
extended in Britith India, muft we not fuppole as a Condition to that Effect fo

extended, an Intercourfe between Britith Subjefts and the Natives of Bridib-lnc}ilia,
: ' . " that”

-
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that would lead -to all the dangerous Confequences you have before defcribed 2=
‘Certainly I think fo, becaufe I conceive the Extenfion of the Ufe of ‘Earopean
~Comuanodities, could only be brought about by fuch a Communication s ftill I do
.ot think there is any Communication that would do it. o

Is it a Fa&t that many Perfons in that Country who have the Means of pur-
-chafing European Manufaltures, do in fa& not purchafe them ?—In the prefent
‘Mode in -which the Commerce in European Manufatures is carried on to the
Interior of India, the Natives at almoft every Point have. an Opportunity of pur-
-chafing with the utmoft Facility. I.have been at almolt every Part in the Interior
.of the Country, in the Scik Country very lately, where I found the fame Articles
-of European Manufature ufed by Natives in the greatelt Abundance; therefore
I do not think any Ingenuity would puth it further than it is at prefent.

Were thefe Articles within Reach of Natives qualified from their Means . to
-purchafe them ?—Certainly they were. On this Subje@ 1 beg leave to ftate a Fat
‘when the Mahratta Army joined Lord Cornwallis’s Army (with which 1then was),
.on its Retreat from Cunam Bada in the Mahratta Cainp, which marched acrofs

the whole Decan, there was almoft .every European Article that was neceflary for

-our Ule, which Speculators had brought for our Accommodation ; this is a Proof
‘that they are generally circulated throughout India, and that Natives who choofe
to have them might purchafe with the utmoft Facility. '

Can you fay whether Property is hot very unequally diftributed among thé
‘Natives of that Country ?—Very unequally ; a great Mafs of the People have only
enough by Labour .to fubfift themfelves and their Families.

Do you know .the Price .of Labour in India ?—I know the Pricé of Labatir
perfectly well in moft of the Parts of India: In Bengal, Bahar, and Oude, the
comtmont Workmen in moving the Earth or in labouring for Europedns have Threé
{It{villplees a Month, equal to 7s. 6d. ; but I believe that by the Natives they arepaid

ill lefs. ' :

Is that the general Scale -of Payment ?—That is the general Scale of Piy of
Labourers employed by Europeans ; I dare fay that the Labourers employed by
the Ryots and Farmers are paid confiderably lefs than that Sum. -

It 'is hardly neceffary therefore to afk, whether it muft not bé an immienfé
Redu&tion of the Price of European Manufadtures’ that would place them within
the Reach of thofe Perfons ?-~The Thing appears to me-perfectly impoffible.

Do you alcribe this Cheapnefs of Lahour to any Circumflances in the Climate,
Soil, or Nature of that Country ?—The Cheapnefs of Labour of courfe follows
‘fromthe Cheapnefs of Provifions.: ‘I'he Soil is in general very fruitful, and where-
-ever a Native fteps he has the Produce for his Food; Garments they require but
little, and thofe are acquired alfo at a very cheap Rate.

What Sort of Huts do they live in?—In various Parts of the Country they differ ;
‘but in general a low Hut with one Door, conftrutted of low Mud Walls, and
.covered with Thatch.

Are they temperate People? —Generally fpeaking very temperate, efpecially the
Hindoos,
. Does the Climate ever tequire the Ufe of much Fuel ?—Not for warming them-
felves, fimply for Culinary Purpoles. . ,
Are you able to fay, whether Rice, which is the Food of the greater Part of
the People, does.not go further in Point of Subfiltence, than moft other Produce
of the Ground ?—1I do not think that Rice as a Food goes fo far as many of the
other Grains j I think it requires a greater Quantity of that Aliment to produce

the fame Nourithment.
Are there not Two Crops of Rice in the Year ¢—Yes.

In point of Fa&t, does nota Piece of Ground which is employed in growing

Rice, fupport as much of human Life as it would employed in any other ‘IV{? ?-i:t.
on
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- dlexander Kyd. - ment for the Support of Life, than that producing Rice. :

Is thé.Committee to underftand, therefore, that the Neceffarizs of Life are far
«cheaper in that Country than in this?—Oh, far cheaper, beyond all Comparifon.

~ Does not thatarife in a great Meafure from Circumftances which you have already
delcribed ?—Undoubtedly. : - :

Would many of thofe Articles which are confidered as Comforts by the lower -
Orders here, be confidered as fuch by the Natives. of Britith India ?—I thould like
- 4o have the Articles- fpecified. - '

Articles of Clothing -for Inftance ?—The Natives of Hindoftan have a Drefs of
. Clothround their Middle, with a fmall Turban, and a Blanket to fleep in ; that is
their whole Drefs. - - ‘ ' ' ;

Do you mean to imply therefore, that the low Price of Labour in India has its
Origin in fixed Circumftances ?=1I {hould think fo. -

Then on a rough Calculation between the Price of Labour in that Country,
and the Price of Labour in the Countries of Earope, do you conceive that the
Countries of Europe can ever fupply with Manufattures to any great Extent the

- Countries comprifed within Britith India ?—Certainly not, from thefe Caufes, the
‘Cheapnefs of Food and the Cheapnefs of Labour. : ‘

Is it therefore likely, in your Opinion, that under any Circum(tances or any
Syftem whatever, the Manufaétures of this Country can obtain a very increafed Sale
among the great Mafs of the Indian Population ?—In confidering that Queftion, I
have been long of Opinion, that it is not poffible to increafe the Confumption of

- European Articles to a much greater Degree than it is at prefent among the Natives 3
but it will go on progreflively with our Succefs in India, and with the Increafe of
Europeans, and their Children (Half Calts), whofe Manners -and Habits are the -
fame, and therefare uie the fame Articles as their Fathers,

‘Confining yourfelf at prefent ¢o the Natives, do you conceive that their Means -
of Purchafe are under any Circumftances likely fo to extend as ro enable them to
command European Manufactures ?—I do not fee how it is poffible that their Means
of Purchafe could be increafed. :

Suppofing, that from any Caufe Europeans going into that Country, and with-
ing to employ the Labour of the Natives, thould by a Competition among themf{elves
for Perfons to labour, raife the Price of Labour, do you conceive that that Ad-

» vancement In the Price of Labour would be likely to be permanent ? —It would de.
pend upon the Continuance of that Competition, I think.

As you have explained that Subfiftenceis {fo much cheaper in that Country than
in Europe, fuppofing an increafed Price of Labour to facilitate their Means of Subfift-
ence, would not it increafe the Number of Marriages, and increafe the Number of
labouring Claffes ?~Yes, and{ think would increafe the Price of Provifions in a
proportionate Degree.

- To what Circumf{tances do you conceive it to be owing, that the Manufalturers of
dndia can ever enter into Competition in Europe with the ManufaGtures of Coun-
trics which are much nearer to :the Market, it being fuppofed they are Manufac-
tures of the fame Kind ?—From the extreme Lownefs of Labour.

- It being aflumed then that the Price of Labour is a neceffary Ingredient in the

Price of every Commodity brought to the Market, do not you conceive that an
Increafe in the Price of Labour would throw great Difficulties in the Way of
bringing Indian Commodities. into the Markets of  Europe ?—It would certainly
increafe the Price of thofe Commodities, but whether to fuch a Degree as to
render it unprofitable to bring them to Europe I do not know.

» Would it not, in point of fa&t, increafe the Difficulties confiderably 2-=It would
certaimly in proportion to the Increafe of Price. - : D
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2ajr Gen. 1 fhould think fo 5 there is no Scil which produces a greater Quantity of Nourih-
- Aloxaner K54 ment for the Svpport of Life, than that producing Rice.

Is the Committee to uncerftand, therefore, that the Necelarizs of Life are far
<heaper in that Country than in this?—Oh, far cheaper, beyond all Comparifon.

Does not thatzrife in a great Meafure from Circumftances which you have already

defcribed 2—Uadoubedly.

Would many of thofe Articles which 2re confidered as Comforts by the lower
Orders here, be confidered as fuch by the Natives of Britith India 2—1 fhould like
to have the Artcles fpecified. :

Articles of Clothing for Inftance ?—The Natives of Hindoftan have a Drefs of
Cloth round their Middle, with a fmall Turban, and a Blanket to fleep in ; that is
their whole Drefs.

Do you mean fo imply therefore, that the low Price of Labour in India hes its
Origin in fixed Circumftances ?—1I fhould think fo.

Then on a rough Calculation between the Price of Labour in that Country,
and the Price of Labour in the Countries of Earope, do you conceive that the
Countries of Europe can ever fupply with Manufactures to any great Extent the
Countries compriied within Britith India *—Certzinly not, from thefe Caufes, the
Cheapaefs of Food and the Cheapuoefs of Labour.

Is it therefore likely, in your Qpinion, that under any Circumflances or any
Syftem whatever, the Manufa&ures of this Country can obtain a very increafed Sale
among the great Mafs of the Indian Population 2—~In confidering that Queftion, I
bave been long of Opinion, that it is not poflible to increafe the Confumption of
European Arncles to a much greater Degree than it is at prefent among the Natives ;
but it will go on progrefiively with our Succels in India, and with the Increafe of
Europezns, and their Children (Half Calls), whofe Manners and Habits are the
fame, and therefore uie the fame Articles as their Fathers.

Confining yourfelf at prefent to the Natives, do you conceive that their Means
of Purchafe are under any Circumftances likely fo to extend as to enable them to
commard European Manufatures 2—1I do not fee how it is poffible that th=ir Means
of Purchafe could be increafed. '

Suppofing, that from any Caufe Eurcpeans going into that Country, and wifh.
ing to employ the Labour of the Natives, thould by a Competition among themfelves
for Perfons to labour, raife the Price of Labour, do you conceive that that Ad-

« vancement in the Price of Labour would be likely tobe permanent 2—1It would de-
pend upon the Continuance of that Competition, I think.

As vou have expliined that Subfiflenceis fs much cheaper in that Country than
in Europe, fuppofing an increafed Price of Labour to facilitate their Means of Subfift-
ence, would riot it increafe the Number of Marriages, and increafe the Number of
Jabouring Claffes ? —Yes, and1 think would increafe the Price of Provifions in a
proportionate Dagree.

- To what Circum{tances do you conceiveit to be owing, that the Manufacturers of
India can ever enter into Compeiition in Europe with the Manufa&tures of Coun-
tries which are much cearer to -the Marker, it being fuppofed they are Manufac-
tures of the fame Kind ? —From the extreme Lownefs of Labour.

- Tt being affumed then that the Price of Labour is a neceffary Ingredient in the

Price of every Commodity brought to the Market, do not you conceive that an
Increafe in the Price of Lzbour would throw great Dificulties ia the Way of
bringing Indizn Commodities. into the Markets of Europe?—It would certainly
increafe the Price of thofe Commodites, but whether to fuch a Degree as to
render it urprofitable to bring them to Europe I do nat know.

* Would it not, in point of fa&, increafe the DiEculties confiderably 2—It would
certamly in proportion to the Increafe of Price. D
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Do you therefore conceive that the fame Circumftances, naxneiy; an Aévance
‘in the Price of Labour, which fhould increafe the Means of Purchafe of Evropean
Commodities on the part of the Natives of India, would diminith the Facilities
-of an Export Trade from India to Europe?—1I do not think that any Advance in

Price of Labour, from any Circumftance that is probable, would enable the Natives
-of India to ufe European ‘Articles more than they now do.

Do you conceive that the prefent Syftem does or does not fufficiently provide
for any fuch Increafe of Demand as feems probable ?—I am perfe@ly convinced
it does to the utmoft Degree ; and, from my own Experience, I am certain that for
-a long Time paft almoft every Article that has been carried out to India, One
Half of it has been deftroyed by the Climate : for thefe Twenty Years paft, there

‘has been -conftantly a Glut of European Articles in all the Markets, and T believe

very little Profit ; indeed I fhould fuppofe on a general Average a Lofs.

Suppofing Colonization to take place in Britith India, do you conceive that
Event would be favourable to the Happinefs of the Natives-of Britifh India ?—If
‘by Colonization is meant, that the Europeans thould become Farmers and La-
bourers of the Land, I do not think the Thing is poffible; the Climate is fo ill
fuited for Europeans labouring out of Doors, that T do not fee it could be carried
on ; if they are to be fimply the Farmers and Emplovers of Labourers, I hardly
cal] that Colonization. ’

Suppefing :that to take place which you have excepted in your Anfwer to the
Queftion, that they fhould not be employed in the manual Offices -or as La-
bourers, but as Employers; fuppofing the Britith Population and the mixed Hindoo
Britith Population to increafe, under fuch Circumftances, do you conceive that
that Event would -be favourdble or not to the Happinefs of the Natives?—I de-
cidedly think it would not be for the Happinels of the Natives.

Do you think it would be favourable to the Stability of the Britiflh Government -

in that Quarter ?—I do not think it would.

Examined by the Commiitee.

Are there any Number. of Europeans refiding in the Seiks Country #—At this

Period I thould fuppofe none atall, butatthe Port that has lately been eftablithed

there on the Banks of the Sutledge at Ludiana. '

In whofe Hands did you find thofe Articles you have mentioned?—In the
.common Bazars, or many of the great Towns in the Seik Country.

If the Trade were opened from the Out Ports of Great Britain and Ireland,

‘and the Import Trade confined to the Port of London, do you conceive any ad-

ditional Dangers would arife in India, from opening the Trade from thence to
fome of the Out Ports, as well as to the Port of Lcaden ?—~No Danger to India
at all; I do not fee how by this Communication Danger could arife..

You have ftated, that in the public Works carried cn under your Direflion
in India, you latterly preferred the Employment of Natives, as Superintendants, to
Europeans ; what Opinion has that enabled you to form refpelting the Capacity
of the Natives when fo inftructed and employed #—The Capacity of the Natives
refpeting carrying on all Works of Ingenuity, is beyond what People in general
can conceive : I have executed with Natives alone, Buildings of all Defcriptions,
made up Furniture of every Kind, in fhort dire@ted them to caflt Cannon; there
is nothing that I underftood myfelf, but what I could get the Natuve Artificers
to execure, and in a very [uperior manaer ; they are a very ingenious and a very

“intelligent People. ‘

Have you obferved in the Perfons you fo employed, and whofe Condition has
been bettered in confequence, any gencral Improvements in their Chara&ter and
Habits of Life 2—Of courle, as they got higher Pay, and were enzbled to Lve
a better Mancer, they improved in Intelligence and Givility
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Do you therefore conceive that the fame Circumftances, namely, an Advance
in the Price of Labour, ‘which fhould increafe the Means of Purchale of European
Commodities on the part of the Natives of India, would diminith the Facilitics
«of an Export Trade from India 'to Europe?--I do not think that any Advance in
Price of Labour, from any Circumftance that is probable, would enable the Natives
-of India to ufe European Articles more than they now do.

Do you conceive that the prefent Syftem -does or does not fufficiently provide
for any fuch Increafe of Demand as feems probable ?—I am perfetly convinced
it does to the utmolt Degree ; and, from my own Experience, I am certain that for
a long Time paft almoft every Article that has been carried out to India, One
Half of it has been deftroyed by the Climate : for thefe Twenty Years paft, there

‘has been.conftantly a Glut of European Articles in all the Markets, and 1 believe

very little Profit ; indeed I fhould fuppofe on a general Averagea Lofs,

Suppofing Colonization to take place in Britith India, do you conceive that

Event would be favourable to the Happinefs of the Natives-of Britith India?—1If
by Colonization is meant, that the Europeans fhould become Farmers and La-
bourers of the Land, I do not think the Thing is poffible; the Climate is fo ill
{fuited for Europeans labouring out of Doors, that 1 do not fee it could be carried
on ; if they are to be fimply the Farmers and Employers of Labourers, I hardly
call that Colonization. ‘

Suppofing :that to take place which you have excepted in your Anfwer to the
Queftion, that they fhould not be employed in the manual Offices -or as La-
bourers, but as Employers; fuppofing the Britifh Population and the mixed Hindoo
Britith Population toincreafe, under fuch Circumftances, do you conceive that
that Event would be favourable or not ‘to the Happinefs of the Natives?—I ‘de-
cidedly think it would not be for the Happinefs of the Natives.

Do you think it would be favourable to the Stability of the Britifh Government
in that Quarter ?—I do nat think it would. S '
Examined by the V~Camﬂ‘ziltee. _

Are there any Nuniber- of Europeans refiding in the Seiks ‘Country ?— At this
Period 1 {hould fuppofe none at all, bucat the Port that has lately been eftablithed
there on the Banks of the Sutledge at Ludiana. - ’

In whofe Hands did you find thofe Articles you have mentioned?~In the
.common Bazars, or many of the great Towns in the Seik Country.

If the Trade were opened fram the Out Ports of Great Britain and Ireland,

and the Import Trade confined to the Port of London, do you conceive any ad.:

ditional Dangers would arife in India, from opening the Trade from thence to
fome of the-Out Ports, as well as to the Port of Leadon?—~No Danger to India
at all; I donot fee how by this Communication Danger could arife..

You have ftated, that in the public Works carried on under your Diredlion
in India, you latterly preferred the Employment of Natives, as Superintendants, to
Europeans ; what Opinion has that enabled you to form refpelting the Capacity
of the Natives when fo inftructed and employed ?—The Capacity of the Natives
refpeQting carrying on all Works of Ingenuity, is beyond what People in general
can conceive : 1 have executed with Natives alone, Buildings of all Defcriptions,
made up Furniture of every Kind, in fhort direlted them to calt Cannon ; there
is nothing that I underftood mylelf, but what I could get t.he I{anvc Artificers
to execute, and in a very fuperior manaer j they are a very ingenious and a very

intelligent People. '

Have you obferved in the Perfons you fo employed, and whofe Condition has
been bettered in confequence, zny general Improvements in their Charafter aqd
Habits of Life 2—Of coutfe, as they got higher Pay, and were enzbled to Lve in
a better Manner, they improved in Intelligence and Civility
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‘Major Gen.  Did it lead them to affimilate in a greater Degree to the Manners and Habits of
Alexander Kyd.  Europeans ?—Not at all ; only to indulge more freely in their own Luxuries and

Accommodations, .

Have you obferved any material Difference in the Price of Labour, and the
Condition of the Labourers, in the different Diftri@s with which you have been
acquainted ; or does the Statement you have made on that Subje&, apply equally
to all the Parts of India you are acquainted with ?-—~Not exatly to all the Parts of
India: in Bengal, the Price of Labour is rather lower in the lower Parts, and
increafes as you go to the Northward and Weltward ; at Madras and at Bombay,
where Grain is confiderably dearer than it is in Bengal, the Price of Labour is
confiderably higher, = = S L

.. So that Difference does not indicate any Difference in the Comfort vor Con.
dition of the Labourer?—No, not.at all; it is totally regulated by the Price of
Provifions. = . . :

; Can you- ftate whether, during the long Period of your Refidence in India,
the Number of Half Caft has increafed, and in what Degree?—To a very great
Degree indeed ; fo-much fo, that there are now in Calcutta eftablithed, a vaft
Number of Seminaries for the Education of both Mzles and Females ; T fhould
think they have increafed within thefe Thirty Years Ten-fold. -

Have you formed any Opinion of the aftual Amount of the Half Calt ’—
1 cannot ‘make a Calculation of it at all. ' : :

. You mentioned having been employed at the Works at Allahabad ; were you
ever further to the North than Allahabad 2—A great deal further North than
that; 1 was employed by Government about Four Years ago to put down a
Detachuient on the Banks of the Sutledge at Ludiana. . - :

_ What is the Nature of the Climate ?—It is exceedingly ccld for Four or Five

" Months in the Year; the hot Seafon extremely hot, with hot Winds ; the Rains
are abundant ; the Three Sealons are the fame as in other Parts of the Country,
but probably Two of them (the hot and cold) are more fevere.

During the colder Seafon is it not your Opinion that the coarfer Manufa&ture
of -Woollens might be introduced -amongit the Natives?—By no manner of
‘Means; they have a Mode of quilting Cotton in cheap Calicoes, that makes a
Garment equally warm with any ‘Lhing of Woollen, and much cheaper, in which
they are univerfally drefled in the cold Seafon.

Does that Manufa&ure extend to the Northward of Oude, as well as to the
Seik Country ?—It is a Garment compofed of the common coarfe Cotton Cloth
doubled, with Cotton quilted between’; in all the Diftrifts in the North of India,
this coarfe Cloth is manufaltured at an aftonifhing cheap Rate. I would with to-
ftate the Cheapnefs of Cloth ; One hundred Yards of coarle Cloth is very frequently
bought for  about Five Rupees, that is about Eight oy Nine Shillings. '

Are you acquainted with the Mode in which the Commerce of the Coimtry. is
conduéted in the Interior of India ?--Not much ; I have not paid much Attention
to it.- : ' ' |

Do not you know that the Company have Eftablithments of Commercial Refi-
dents ?—They have in all the Provinces for making up their own Goods.

. Do not you know that for a great Length of Time, 'thofe have not only pur.
chafed for the Company, but for themfelves ?—1I bave always underftood that the
Commercial Refidents purchafed for the Company Cloths of a fuperior Kind ;
that the infetior Cloths that were unfit for the Company’s Ufe, they were per-
mitted to purchafe on their own Account. '

* Do you mean that the Commercial Refident, provided he fupplied the Com-
pany with -what it withed, was limited in his Purchafe to any particular Species of
Manufalture.? - After having compieted the Company’s Inveftments of Cloths,

1 imagine they were permpitted to purchafe whatever they plealed of any kmdF ,
. ) 9 . Xrom
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- From your Obfervation in India of the Refpe@ in which thofe Commercial ‘.

Refidents are held by the Natives, do-you believe that any fiee Trader could
purchafe, till they had purchafed on their Account what they chofe to have 7—
- 1 .do not think they could, till the Company’s Inveftments were completed : if I un-

derftand the matter right, the Company’s Agents at the Faltories make Advances

and Engagements to the Manufacturers, I believe very liberal ones ; and until thefe
Engagements were fulfilled, of courfe they could fupply no ‘one elfe.

. But is not the Commercial Refident regarded with fuch Awe by the Natives,
that it is impoflible for any free Trader reforting to that Counfry to acquire a
.. :Commaodity, as long as the Commercial Refident withes himfelf to purchafe it ?—
T think bhe has an Adwvantage over every other Trader, from the Influence he
neceffarily muft have; but 1 do not believe that other Traders are prevented from
making Purchafes. A

From your Obfervation of the Character of the Native, fuppofing there is a
- free Trade to Britifh Subjefts to India; fuppofing there is even free Accefs to
Britith Subjetts to every Part of India ; do you think-that if the Commercial Refi-
dent choofes to fay, I mult have fuch a Quantity of fuch a Commodity beyond
what is neceffary for the Company, that any free Trader would be able to be
fupplied with any Commuodity till he is fatisfied ?—T have before faid that the
Commercial Refident has certainly an Advantage ; but I do not think in general it
has been ufed, or ever will be ufed to keep the free Trader out of the Market. .-

- Do you know no Inftance in India of Traders being difappoizited in the Acqui-
fiticn of Commodities, till:the Commercial Refident was fatisfied ?—1T dare fay it
was only till the Manufaturers had made good their Engagements to him, and
to the Company. & ‘ :

But do not you know that from the Awe in which the Natives ftand ‘of the-

Commercial Refident, that there are Inftances where the Price cf-a Commodity

éven has been diétated by the Commercial Refident ?~~No, I am not acquainted:

with it ; I think on the contrary, that from all I have obferved or have heard, the
‘Company’s Civil Servants are moft lenient. and indulgent in the Treatment of the
Manufalurers ; fuch is their univerfal Chara&er. :

Have-you not often heard it ftated by Perfons in India, by Perfons converfant
with the Subje, that the Native Weavers, for inftance, if they had itin their
Power, would rather treat with the free Traders than with the Company P—The
low ManufaQurers there, arelike the Generality of the lower Orders of People 5
they ‘are very apt to take Advances from one Party, and then wifh to fell their
Goods to another ; that I believe is the Charaler of the lower Clafs of Manu-
. falturers every where. - S

i -

. For the mode in which™ the Company’s Bufinefs in the Interior is conduced,
the Refident makes Advances i—Yes. ‘ ‘

Has that always been the Cafe >—1 believe it has always been the Cafe; but I
beg Leave -to fay, this is a Subjet I really am but little acquainted with, it is

entirely cut of my Line.

When did you leave India?—1I left India a little more than Three Years ; I have
been here near Three Years. a

You perhaps know whether the Americans did not carry on a confiderable
Trade at Calcutta while you were there ?—They did, principally in Calcutia.

Do you know whether they fent into the Country for the Purchale of the Ar-
ticles that they exported, or whether they bought them’ at Calcutta ?—No. I
believe they principally bought them at Calcutta ; they liad Native Agents in Cal-
cutta that bought for them.

And they found there a Sufficiency of the Articles they wanted, withoﬁt'rcforting
to the Interior of the Country !—Abundance, I believe, -

Do
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- Da_you happen ta recolle®t whether there was any Complaint of their maki
any Difturbances when they were there ?—Not ofythe Czptains; I hav?;gs
the common Complaints againft Sailors when on Shore, getting .dronk and
making _D;ﬁurbam:es, as every other Sailor will do; but the Police of Calcutta is
wery {tri@, and ne Evil can arjfe there from fuch Occurrences of Europeans.

- Would not a Trade with the Port of London only, have the Powers of Check
- and Regulation more perfe by being immediately under the Eye of Government,
and of the Company, than in the Cale of the Trade being opened fo the Qut

" Ports ?—1 thould think eertainly it would be regulated with mare eafe,
The Witnefs js direed to withdraw.

Then THOMAS GR AHAM Efquire is called in and, having been frorn, is
S - examined as follows: o

(By Counfel.) How lo‘ngAhave you been in the Service of The Faft India Com;
pany ?—From the Year 1769 to the Year 1868, in India, '

" In what Part of that Country has your Refidence been ?—?ﬁqdpaﬂy in Bengal,

. What Stations have you filled 2—1I have filled all the fucceflive Stations in
the Service, . : : :

- How long were yo(; Member pf Council 3— was'Member of Council for Eight
Months during the Government of Lord Cornwallis, and Eight Months during the

Governmens of Lord Wellefley, ‘ _
Have you had ample Opportunities of ftudying the Charaler of the Native In-
dians ?—I certainly have, = | —_— .

Are their Habits, generally fpeaking, ‘of a fixed and unchangeable Nature —
“They ceruainly are.’ S o '

Are their Prejudices fo likewile .?—.-E_quaH.y fo.

Are they Perfons of quick Senfibility ?—Very 'quick Senfibility in all Matters
«concerning their Religion. ; , i . :

* Are they Perfons who are qui'ck.and jealous of Affront with refpe& to their
‘Women ?—Certainly they are, very much fo. - |

' Is the Companpy very ftri&t and peremptory in its Injﬁn’&'wns; with regard to
the Refpe@t which fhould be paid by their Servants to thofe Habits and Prejudices
~ to which you allude ?—They are particularly fo. . ‘

-Gi:hefally fpeaking,r is the Company’s Authority of fo firit a Nature as to pre-
ferve them from fuch Affront with regard to thofe Prejudices which you have
been fpeaking of ?—With the Servants of the Company it is confidered as a Duty
t0 be creful riot to offend theif religious Prejudices. -

" Generally fpeaking, is there fo general Attention paid to their Habits and
TFeelings as not to wound the one or affront the-other ?—Certainly. '

* The Company’s Servants generally enter their Service at a very eatly Period of
Life ?—~They do generally. - .

* Do they in general very foon pbtain 2 Knowledge of the Language of the Inba.
bitants lufficient for all the Purpofes of Communication ?—Their Duties render it
indifperfably neceffary that they fhould acquire that Knowledge, in order to render
them competent to a due Difcharge of their official En:ployment. -

- Do they, generally fpeaking,” foon obtain a due Proficiency for all Purpofes in
that Language? —No Doubt they do. Co- :

. Does this Knowledge of their Language enable them more fuccefsfully to con
fult the Feelings and Prejudices and Habits of the Natives ?=It affords them an
' _ Opportunity

LA,
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Opportunity of learning it even from the Natives themfelves, aid induces a Caution Tho Gralam K
of offending againt them. ' : ' r

Are Oﬂ'enpcs fometimes otherwifle committed through Ignorance ?—Yes, very
often ; very important Offences are committed through Ignorance,

The Company’s Servants by being thus taught, are fo much better qualified
to guard againft that Species of ignorant Offence ?—I have no Doubt of it.

Suppofing a confiderable and indifcriminate Influx of Europeans, in coniequence
of an open Trade from every Port in the United Kingdom, to every Port within
the Limits of the Company’s Charter, what Political or other Confequences
would you apprehend from fuch increafed and indiferiminate Influx !—I do not
conceive that it would be practicable for the Regulators of the Government there
to reftrain them from thole Communications which might lead to Commotion. -

~Will you deferibe the Kinds of Communication which you appfehex;d might
lead to fuch Commotion ?—The Trefpaffes which they might commit upon their
religious Prejudices. ' | - | |

Are there not many Ports on either Caaft of the Peninfula at a great Diftance
from the principal Seats of Government ?—1 believe there are many.

At about what Diftance do you fuppofe fome of them ?—Some Hundreds of
Miles no Doubt. - '

Would it be neceffary in your Opinion, for the new Adventurers to fettle
themfelves or their Agentsin Houfes and Faflories, for the Purpofes of carrying on
the Trade ro which they would thus be allowed Accefs ?—It would be indifpenfably
n;ceﬁ'ary, in cafe they did not employ the Agency of thofe who are already fettled
there. ' '

© Under the ftri®t Authority which is at prefent obferved, is it more ufual to em-
ploy fuch refident Agents, than for Perfons to be their own Fadtors and Agents ?
— At prefent it certainly.is, - : :

If any material Influx were to take place, regarding the Licence which hasbeen
defcribed of their vifiting every Port upon either Coaft of the Penizfula, do you
apprehend it would be probable or even poffible to keep fuch Perfons in a State of
fuch ftrit Control and Coercion, as to prevent them from going to the Interior
if fuch be their Obje& ?—1I do not think that it would be practicable,

Suppofing them to make their Way into the Interior, what Confequences do
you apprchend from that Defcription of Migration ?—The Conduét they are likely
to obferve, might be offenfive to the Natives, and excite Animofity which might
end in Commotion. ‘ : - .

~ Suppofing the Native now to be treated with Violence or Oppreffion by an Eu-
ropean, can he profecute fuch an Evrcpean but in One of the Three Courts of
Calcutta, Madras, or Bombay?— He certainly cannot, and they are the ouly
Courts in which he could cbtain Redrefs for any AQs of Violence committed by
an European, meaning Briiith Subje&s.

Atprefent, are not a valt Proportion of the Natives fituated at the Diftance of
even {fome Hundred Miles from either of thofe Courts?—Some under the Govern-
ment of the Company at prefent, as far as a Thoufand Miles.

Speaking of the Mals of the Population of the Natives, about how much are
they capable of earning per Week or MonthP—1 heir Wages in Cgeneral are very
low, and for Labour alone ; it differs in different Parts of the Country, but the
common Standard in thofe Parts where 1 have been is about Two Rupeesa Month
or Five Shillings.-

Do you apprehend then it would be pofiible, however great might be the De-
gree of Violence or Oppreflion, for a Native to tollow up the Profecution of a
Britith Subjeé in either of thofe Court< ?—He has not any means, and the only
mode to which he could refort for Affiftance would be to the Government itfelf.

(40.) L Suppofing
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. "Suppofing thit Europeans in confequence of the fuggefted opening of the Trade
fhould become fubjet to the Native or Provincial Courts, what Effect -do you
fuppofe that that Sort of Subjetion might have upon the Opinion of ‘the
Natives, with regard to Britith Superiority ?—For the better underftanding of
the Queftion, it muft be previoufly underftood that none of the Native Courts
exilt in any other Form than under Servants of the Company. '

~ But the Perfons compofing thofe Courts are Natives, are they not ?—The
Law Officers are properly the Officers of the Court, the reft are Subfidiary
Eftablithments for keeping the Records of the Court. ' :

Are foreign European Subjeds liable to thofe Courts ?—-;They are liable to be

tried by the Laws of the Country.

As thefe Courts are now conﬂ:itﬁted, could it be pratticable to try a Britilh
Subjet; except by the Laws of the Country ?—A Britith Subje& is not amenable

to thofe Courts further than in Civil Suits with the Natives, and that under a

Peralty bound to abide the Decifion of the Court as far as 500 Rupees, which
they enter into, upon Permiffion to go into the Interior of the Country, and it
is recorded in the Supreme Court of Calcutta I believe for the purpofe of enabling
the Company to recover the Penalty.

Are you to be underftood, that in Cafes of perfonal Injury, the Britith European -
Subjedt is only amenable to one of the Three Courts #—Only amenable to one of
thofe Three Courts, liable to be apprehended by a Juftice of the Peace where
the Offences are committed, and all the Company’s Servants acting as Magiftrates,

- are under an' Qath as Juftices of the Peace, taken at the Supreme Courts of

Judicature, to qualify themfelves to exercife the Daties of a Juftice of the Peace.

Generally {fpeaking, would the Native have it in his Power to attend thofe
Courts for the Purpofe of profecuting the Party *—From any means which he
himfelf poffefles, I can decidedly fay that he could not in general, for thofe Of.
fences generally happen among the inferior Orders of the Natives.

Suppofing a material encreafe of Europeans, and that from want of Capacity
the Natives thould be thus difappointed in obtaining legal Redrefs, what do you
apprehend might be the Confequence 2—That they would redrefs themlelves upon

the offending Party.

Suppofing legal Redrefs to be pra&ticable, and the Punithment of the European
a Confequence, what do you apprehend with regard to the European Charatter,
thould fuch Punifhments become frequent?—Every Occurrence which might

* render fuch Punithments necefliry, would tend greatly to degrade the Character

_ fent to England.

of the Europeans, and the Refpett of which it has hitherto been held.

Do you apprehend the Maintenance of that Charater and that Opinion
effential 10 the Muaintenance of the Britith Authority in India ?—I think moft
important to the Permanency of our Pofleflions in India. '

If any material Number of thefe new Adventurers or Settlers were to mifcondult
themfelves, would it be conveniently pra&ticable to the Government, regarding’
the Line of Coalt to which they would have Accefs, to fend them back to England,
and is not that a Punilbment now only reforted to in extreme Cafes ?—I believe
the Government of India have had that Power given to them, and the Exercife of
it is often rendered exceedingly difficult, by the means which the cffending Party
may have adopted of reforting to the Courts of Judicature, to prevent their being

~ Tafk therefore in the cafe of increafed Inftances of Mifcondud, would that be
a Meafure which the Government could conveniently refort to ?—Certainly not.

Looking - to the Nature of either Coaft, and to the Ports to which they will
now have Accefs, do you think the Britifh Subjeds, if they -were fo difpofed,
could find their Way to the Courts of the Native Princes >—I think they might. .

Do
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Do -you think in that cafle they might receive open “or fecret Encouragemént Tho Grabam Efp.
from the Native Chiefs ?—I am not aware that any. previous Encouragement

would be given to them by the Native Chiefs; but I have no Douby, after their
Arrival under their Protetion, that they might intrigue to the Prejudice of our
Interefts in India; ~ * ~

Concluding upon the Trade to India being opened from every Port in the
United Kingdom to every Port within the Limits of the Company’s Charter, and
looking to all the Circumitances refpedting the Natives, which you are able to
judge of from your Experience, do you think that fo opening the Trade is con-
fitent with the Safety of the Britith Empire in India 2-—I do conceive that the
promifcuous Intercourfe which fuch an unreftrained Introdu@ion of Europeans to -
India would occafion, would be attended with the moft dangerous Confequences
to the Safety of our Poffeffions in India. ' :

Looking to the general Habits of'the Natives, as well as to the Degree of Export
that has for many Years paft exifted, and now exifts, do you think that thus
opening the Trade to India would increafe the Confumption of European Articles
among the Natives of India 2—I have no Idea that it would ; their Habits are fo
differcnt from the ufe of any Articles of that Defcription, that I think it almoft
impoffible that it thould. ~ :

Have the Natives at prefent a Power of purchafing European Articles were they
fo difpofed ?—They certainly have, and have long had at the principal Settlements
of the Company. ‘

Generally fpeaking, is it in their Power from the Wages they derive to purchafe
Articles of that Defcription ?—I do not think that it is ; what is required for their
own Wants is fo limited, and procured at fo eafy a Price, that they neither could
nor would purchale European Articles fuch as they might ufe, being much
" dearer, o

In cafes where the Natives poflefs the me_ar'ls,' does their Inclination or Pralice
lead them to the Purchafe of European Articles ?—Very few indeed, principally
confined to the moft opulent, at the principal Settlements of the Company.

In cafes of Opulence, where unconnedted with the European Government, is
it their Pradtice to indulge in European Articles #—By no means. .

Speaking of the Natives in general, at prefent can you ftate about the Expence
of their Drels ?—Speaking of the large Population of India, I do not fuppofe that
the Expence of Drefs for a whole Year could exceed Two Shillings or Two and
Sixpence. . ,

About what Proportion do you think t_héfe who can afford to purchafe European
Drefs, if fo difpofed, bear to the general Population ?—I fuppofe not Oae in Tive
thoufand, excepting at the principal Settlements of the Company.

At the principal Settlements is there any a&tual Number that dire their fuper-
fluous Property towards the Purchafe of European Articles 7—-Very few indeed.

Is it not your Belief, from their gereral Nature and Habits, that fhould even
their means increale, they would fo diret their Expenditure ?—I do not think they

would. :

The Committee have fpoken of the Articles of Drels ; have they Wants with
refpet to Furniture, or any other domeftic Articles, that you fuppofe they would
indulge towards European .\ricles, fuppofing it to be in their Power #—1 donot
think they would to any Extent.

Do vou know whether the Export Trade from this Country to India through
the Medium of the Captains and Officers together, Privileged or Private Trade,
has been upon the whole for fome Years pait a profitable or a lofing Concern ?
—At leaft for the lait Ten Years of my Refidence in India, it had been a very

unproductive one,
Have
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Tto} Grabam'Efg.”  Have not thofe who carry on what is called the Privileged Trade, namely, the
- Captains and Officers, a very great Advantage, by being allowed to carry Freight
“ree,. and from adting as their own Supercargo ?—They no doubt have. .

Is the Saving hereby effeted a confiderable Proportion, or otherwife, of the
whole of the Commodity ?—That will depend upon the Value of the Privilege
which they enjoy; but it is confiftent with my own Knowledge, that for many
Years they have been obliged to refort to public Augion for the Purpofe of
lifpofing of their Goods, fo as to make them fome Return, inftead of leaving them
0 decay in Cellars. - '

‘Have European Articles within your Qbfervation for fome Years pait been in
1 Statg of Glutat the Indian Markets, or otherwife ?—Certainly, far beyond the
Demand for European Confumption. '

. (Gan you contemplate any pofiible Increafe of Demand for European Articles
which might not be amply fupplied by the prefent Syftem, and as cheaply as in
he pature of Things fuch Commodities would admit of being fold ?—If the Bulk
of the prefent Supplies [elling in general under Prime Coft is any Evidence, the
Price would rather diminifh than increafe were the Supplies increafed.

During your Refidence in the Service of the Company, and in the high Stations
which you ‘have deferibed, have you had an Opportunity of knowing whether
The Eaft India Company have or have not ufed its utmoft Exertions to increale
‘be Purchale of Britith Manufatures in India ?— As far as facilitating the Miffion
of it to India in their own Shipping, fo far they certainly have given every
Encouragement. " ‘ ' ' ’

- Are you acquainted with the Fa&, that fuch Articles as themfelves are Export-
ers of, ‘they have exported at a known Lofs, in order to affilt the ManufaGurer
here, in the Hope of ultimately eftablifhing the Article there >—Every Facility is
given for the Purchafe of the Manufaftures which the Company are obliged to
export under the A& of Parliament to Traders in India, inafmuch as they are fold
at public Auction, and at fuch Prices as the State of the Market may give; butin .
general the Prices have been fo inadequate, that I have known the Sales of the
Company put off on account cf their being fo much below the Prices which they
coft, and evidently fhewing there is no great Demand for the Confumption of thefe
Things. . : ‘

*From the Nature of the Intercourfle in India, have the Natives in the Interior
3t prefent an Opportunity of purchaling European Articles were they fo difpofed 2
~They have, no Doubt ; for, from every Part of the Country, thereare Agents on
their Parts at the principal Settlements, wha may buy them for them in the manner
before defcribed, and lerd them to them in the Interior.

Affuming that the Exports from this Country to India Eave increafed during
f[ome Years paft, how do you account for the Confumption of thofe Exports, unlefs
the Cot fumption is increafed among the Natives >—1 do mnot apprehend that the
increafed Export has been the Occafion of there being any Demand with the Na-
tives ; fuch Pa't as may not have obtained a Sale, is generally left in Warchoules,
and cfien difpofed of, for I may fay Fifty per Cent. under the Prime Coft in this

Country. :

Do -you mean that as to the Ufe or Confumption of them, that that has been
by the increafed Number of European Refidents ?—Any Increafe thar might take
place, of courfe would be occafioned from that Caufe.

Do you or not impute zny increafed Confumption to the Natives *—I certainly
do not. , I

Examined by the Comittee.

" During the Time, and particularly during the latter Part of the Time you were

refident in India, had not the American Trade very much increafed at Calcutta ?{I—
4 , 0
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No doubt they have come in greater Numbers to Calcutta than formerly ; they
always brought their Specie to. pay fer Goods which they were in the Habits of
procuring from the Brtih Agents fettled in Calcuttaand their Agents, .

They have no Intercourfe with the Interior for the purpofe of carryin

' ; ' z on that
Trade /—They have no Intercourfe with the Interior for th 8 on .
on that Trade, : . | e purpofe of carrying

 Did they always bring Specie or Produce ?QwThey could bring no other Articles
that would command a Sale. : I

“Were not they frequently fupplied with the Goods they wanted for their Tn-
veftments from the Native Merchants ?—Certainly, feveral of the Native Mer-
chants have turned their Views to fuch Demands; but they are not in the Habits of
keeping any in Warehoules, with any diftant. View of Speculation. . |

Can you ftate any Reafon why a Britifh Merchant permitted to trade to Calcutta
might not carry on his Commerce in the fame Way ?—They could not obtain
Goods without having previoufly inftructed Agents there to provide them from the
Interior of the Country. . S ' :

Did the Americans previoufly inftruét Agents ?-—They had fome Agents thefe
of their own, independent of employing Britifh Agents 'refident at the Stations.

Were théir,Agents refident at Calz}:utta ?2—They were refident at Ca)lcﬁtta.

If the Trade was opened from the-Out Ports of Great Britain and Ireland to
India, and the Import confined to'the Port of London, do you conceive that any
additional Danger would arife in India from opening the Trade from thence to
{ome of the Out Ports, as well as to the Port of London?~1 do not conceive that
any additional Dangér would be occafioned in India by fuch Permiffion,

. Do you think that ‘the opening the Export Trade from the Out.Ports of -the
United Kingdom, will be exempt from Inconvenience and even.Danger to the
Government in India ?—I think in my preceding Anfwers to Queftions of. fimilar
Import T have already faid, that Danger would arife ; I conceive that both.Dan-
ger and Inconvenience would arif¢, i as far as it would facilitate 2 promifcuous
Intercourfe of Europeans with the Native Subjeéts in India. '

Suppofing the Trade apened from this Country to India, with the principal Set-
tlements, and principal Ports, .do you not conceive that the exifting Powers of
Government are fuflicient to prevent an improper Influx of Europeans into the
Interior }—Provided they are under -the fame Reftritions as at prefent are exer-
cifed over the Refidents now at the principal Settlements iin .India, I conceive
they would. - '

- Are not thofe Powers {ufficient to-control the Behaviourof -any of the Europeans
that thould be fuffered to go into the Interior of the Country ?—Certainly, as they
exift beyond the Limits of the Supreme Court of Judicature, they would not be
fuflicient. '

Perfons are licenfed at prefent to go up the Country, are they not ?~~They are.

Are the exilting Powers of Government fufficient to control their Behaviour fo
as to prevent any evil Effets arifing to the Permanency of the Britith Empire in
India =1 do not conceive that the Powers which the Government can now exer-
cife in the Interior, are equal to prevent bad Confequences arifing from any nu-
metous Bady of Europeans fettling beyond the Limits of -the Supreme Courts of

. Judicature. ,

Are not the Powers of Government already exifting, fufficient to-devife other
Regulations as may be requifite for this Purpofe ?—I am afraid not over the Britith
Subjec, who will always confider himfelf entitled tothe Government by the Laws

as he enjoys them in this Country. »

\ Perfons going up the Country are either Company’s Servants or licenfed or

unlicenfed Perfons, have not the Company. complete Control through their Local
(40.) M - Governments
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Governments over the Firft >-~They certainly have over the Servants of the Com-

pany, becaule they may recal them from their Station, and they may fufpend th
trony their Service, and fend them Home to Europe for any in}liproger Cporrllduéft.e "

With rélpett ta_the licenf.ed Refidents, have not the Local Governments the °
Power of withdrawing fuch Licénces ?—The withdrawing fuch Licences would be

* alone infufficient ; the only Means by which they could render their Authority

fufficient, would be by calling the Perfons, or forcing the Perfons down from the

“Settlements to Calcutta, -

Do they not at pfel'ent poflefs that Power ?—Not 2 difcretionary .Power, inaf-
much as they could not feize the Perfon of the European, and fend him down to
Calcutta, unlefs he had been- guilty of fome Offence. «

But being guilty of fach Offence, the Local Governments poffefs fuch a Power ?
—He then is apprehended and fent down to Calcutta, for the Purpofe of being
profecuted in the Supreme Court. ’ SR o

With refpec fo the unlicenfed Perfons refiding in the Interior, do they not pof-

- fefs the fame Power with refpect to them }—As far as the InterdiCtion goes againft
- Perfons proceeding into the Interior without Permiffion, they are liable to be appre-

hended, but no Punifhment can be inflited upon them in the Interior of the
Country. - A '

The Governor in Council however has the Power of fending thofe Parties to
Europe, ‘has he not #—At prefent; I believe, the Government have that Power ;
but the Confequence in 21l Probability would be ruinous to the Individual, and -

‘he would feel himfelf entitled to claim Réedrefs after Arrival in this Country.
" “But the Governor, in fending hirh Home, would be éxercifing -an Authority

which is confidered to be in his Hands ?—The Individual might conceive the Law
had been tranfgrefled in his- Cafe, and ‘certainly would feel himfelf at Liberty to
have Recourle to the Courts of Judicature here for Redrefs.

When you were in the Supreme Council at Bengal, would not it have been
confidered, that a- Magiftrate in the Interior of the Country would have been
guilty of a Negle&t of his Duty, if upon. a well-founded Complaint againft a
European, on the Part of a Native, for Oppreflion or ill Ulage, he had not fent
that Man down to Calcutta, or reported him t6 the Prefidency >—He certainly
would, as a Magiftrate, have confidered it his Duty to inquire into the Nature
and Extent of the Complaint ; and if it was of fuch a Nature, as that it .was not
i his Power by any Diretion to refrain from fuch Offences in future, to grant

‘Redrefs, he would be under the Neceflity of fending him down to Calcurta, to

be profecuted in the Supreme Court of Judicature. .
- What is the Nature of the Danger, which you apprehend would arife in

- India from an unreftrained Intercourfe of Trade with this Country ?—What 1

fhould moft apprehend from the promifcuous Intercourfe, would be, trefpaffing
upon the religious Prejudices; which of all others the Natives are moft tena.

cious of.

If the Export Trade of this Country fhould be opened to India, compre-
hending Three or Four Thoufand Miles of Coaft, with innumerable Ports or
Crecks where Veflels might trade, will it be poffible to regulate that Trade ?—
1 am afraid, without the Perfons were laid under fome ReftriCtions previoufly to
their leaving this Country, it would be altogether impoflible to regulate their
Condud, inafmuch as that the Ccurts of Judicature are fo remote from any
of the Ports into which they would import, that the Danger might have arifen
previous to the Cafe being even known to thofe Authorites. : '

"Does it appear to you that any poflible Laws could pafs in this Country that

“could regulate all that Coaft, or keep them under any Reftraint?—I am not fuf-

ficiently converfant with the Nature of the Reftritions which it might be neceflary

to impofe upon Britifh Subjes, previous to leaving this Country, to be able to

ftate what they ought to be. - ' .
. s
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" '{]S it your Opigjig/giratical !—Men who are deftitute of the means of Sub-
ad to their bey might be in the Cafe fuppofed, might refort to illegal means,

fiftence, whighvain themfelves. -
n order tp~ '

, e ftated you apprehend much Inconvenience upon the point of Re.
I .3 do you apprehend no other Inconvenience, from Drunkennefs or Inter-
sfence with Women, for Inftance?—I have already faid they are extremely
~jealous of any Thing being offered towards their Women, the Hindoos in
particular. : o ‘
In cafe of an unreftrited Intercourfe of Trade, what political Danger do you
apprehend ?—I apprehend that if Danger arifes in the one Calfe, it would lead to
- Confequences deftructive of the Permanency of the Britith Empire in India,

In what Way?—By thofe Offences exciting general Commotion, and from
the immenfe Difproportion between the Governors and governed, placing them in
a manner beyond Controul. A - ~ -

Have not we now either Refidents or Agents at all the Native Courts ?—1I be-
lieve we have, . .

Do not you know that thofe Native Courts have by Treaty ftipulated not to
allow any Europeans to remain there without the Permiffion of our Government ?
I have no Recolle&ion of the Provifions in the Treatles, but I think it would
be a very politic Meafure to prevent it. :

The Witnefs is direfted to yvithdraw.

"

It being then propofed to adjourn this Committee till To-motrow ;-

" . The fame is agreed to, and ordered accordingly.
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