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LYSIMETERS: A SURVEY AND DISCUSSION 

By H~LM•UT KoHNKE and F. R. DREIBELBIS I 

INTRODUCTION 

With the great impetus that soil conservation and flood-control 
work have given to the study of the relations of water to soil, lysim
eters have received wider attention dW'ing the past decade thnn nt 
any previous time. They have been used for at least two and a half 
centuries in studies of the percolation of water through. soil. The 
purpose of such studies may be strictly b.ydrological, attention being 
given only to the rate and amount of the percolate. In most of the 
more recent invest!~ations the chemical composition of the percolate 
is analyzed, generally as a part of the study of the fertility balance of 
the soil, but, in some cases, in connection with studies of the genesis 
and development of soils. 
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