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PREFACE 

CONSIDERING the recency of French colonization in Indo~China, 
it has given birth to an unusually rich and vast literature of more 

than three thousand books in French. Work$ in other languages are 
few and negligible. Lost between the more stimulating and turbulent 
countries of India and China, and boasting an almost wholly peaceful 
development for the last seventy-five years, Indo-China has been 
largely lost to view. But since the War the growth of Chinese Com
munism, the growing recognition of the importance of the Pacific, 
and the more recent sop to Cerberus in the form of Mrican colonies 
proffered to Hitler have all given new significance to the lands border
ing upon it. French Indo-China deserves to be better known, not only 
in France itself, but also in those countries which have a stake in the Far 
East. In spite of its latent wealth, Indo-China lies too far off the main 
scene of action to play any but a secondary role in the Pacific drama. 
Yet in its local problems and in its reaction to a Western civilization it 
has had to accept, this colony deserves serious study. The process of 
amalgamation, flux, and interpenetration not only of two widely 
opposed Oriental cultures, but in their reactions to an Occidental 
power which forces them into new channels of thought, action, and 
feeling, offer a fascinating field for observation. 

To the wealth of available written material there are a number of 
excellent guides. Of these the two most important are H. Cordier's 
Bibliotheca lndosinica, which includes works on all the countries of 
the peninsula up to 19IZ, and the continuation of this great biblio
graphy ably carried on by P. Boudet and H. Bourgeois. In Indo
China a Library and Archive Service was created in 1917, and the follow
ing year a catalogue for the Central Library was begun. The excellent 
collections of the Ecole Fra11faise d'Extrbne Orient and of the colony's 
Buddhist Institutes deserve special mention. Outside of the colony, 
Paris is naturally the richest field. The libraries of the Agence Econo
'mique de l'lndochine, the Ecole Coloniale, the Bibliotheque Nationale, the 
Ministry of the Colonies, the Colonial Museum, and the Archives of 
the Society of Foreign Missions and of the Grand Orient are valuable 
in the order of their sequence. Official documents are conspicuously 
unavailable, excepting for statistics and popularization purposes, for 
the study of a colony of such comparative importance. 

The excellence, variety, and quantity of printed material on Indo-
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China makes the student's task one of difficult choice rather than a 
mosaic patchwork of archive scraps. From 1908 to 1930 there appeared 
in the field of imaginative literature alone ten times as many books 
as from 1886 to xgo8. About a third of the books on Indo-China are 
novels. Some of the earliest works written on the colony are still the 
best, because the writers were for the most part officers who lived in 
direct contact with the people. They brought zest and scholarship to 
their writing, which was, moreover, a self-imposed task apart from 
their official routine. The work of Lura, Schreiner, Philastre, Lagree, 
Garnier, Pouvourville, Dumoutier, Cadiere, Briffaut and Silvestre are 
outstanding for Annamite culture, as are the books of Aymonier, 
Mouhot, Groslier, A. Leclere. Meyer, Cabaton, Coedes for Khmer 
civilization. Laos has been studied thoroughly by Pavie and his col
laborators, and the art of Champa by Parmentier. Very little has been 
written on Indo-China's primitive tribes. 

Criticisms of the administration have been both numerous and witty, 
as, for example, the work of the journalists Ajalbert, Dorgeles, Bonne
tain, Bourde, Roubaud, Durtain, and Viollis. To savour the colonists' 
viewpoint one should read the bitter books of Jung, Bernard and 
Bonnafont: for the military campaigns, Lyautey's letters, Gallieni's 
and Famin's narratives. For the functionary viewpoint one should 
consult Garros, Morel, and the different Governors-General. Excellent 
general studies are to be found in the two series edited by Levi and 
G. Maspero, and in the economic treatises of Boudillon, P. Bernard, 
andY. Henry. Malleret's guide to Indo-Chinese literature indicates the 
value of the novels of Boissiere, Daguerches, Marquet, Louba, and 
Nolly. 

No attempt, except in the outline offered in the opening chapters, 
has been made in this volume to give a chronological story, nor has the 
same organization of material been used for all the countries studied. 
Rather, the aim has been to present cross-sections of the problem as a 
method of studying mutual influences and reciprocal reactions. The 
study of cultural interpenetration involves necessarily a certain amount 
of repetition at those places where the lines of thought intersect. ' 

It will be noted that the word "colonial" is used for all the French 
residents in Indo-China, and "colonist" applied to those engaged in 
agricultural or industrial production. "Metropole" has been appro
priated from the French to indicate Paris's uniquely dominant position 
in colonial government, and to differentiate between the French of 
France and those in the colony. 
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Although the author has visited Indo-China, she cannot offer years 
of residence nor knowledge of the native languages there as a basis for 
this study. The printed word and conversations with men and women 
versed in the colony's history and actuality have been the data from 
which conclusions were drawn. This volume does not pretend to be the 
fruit of personal experience, but an effort to lay before the English
reading public a background for the general problems in French 
Indo-China to-day. 

Special thanks are due to M. Bauduin de Belval and Professor Violet 
Barbour for their kindness in reading and criticizing the manuscript; 
to the Librarian of the Agence Economique de l'lndocht'ne for her 
astonishing and amiable resourcefulness in finding material; and above 
a 11 to the American Council officers of the Institute of Pacific Relations. 
The author would also like to express appreciation of aid to Mesdames 
Gauthier and Viollis, and to MM. Ajalbert, Bouvier, Demieville, 
Dennery, Dufresne, Gauthier, Gourdon, Le Fol, Levy, Maspero, 
Meyer, Ng. V. Tuong, Pere Sy, and Comte A. de Vogue. 
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. •L'Indochine est, a tous les points de vue, Ia plus importante, 

Ia plus d~veloppee et Ia plus prospi'!re de nos colonies." 

Sarraut 
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