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Copy of a LETTE~ fi·om Char1erDull~r, Esquire, to the Court 
Qf Directors of The East India· Company; dated the 19th 1\1ay 
1813 :-Detailing the Coriduct of the BenO'a} Government, with 

0..,._ 

reference to the Temple of JAGGERNAUT. '.!J 

.... . 
_To ~he Coort of D !RECTORS of The Honourable East h1dia ~ompany. 

II~urable Si~ 
' . 

CONSIDE~ING the very ~xaggerated and unfounded opinions which appear to 
be entertame<Mn England m regard to the conduct of tbe llencral Govemmeot at 

J aghanath, and in respect to the atrocities said to be practised there ; it has been 
suggested to me, as I was so long on the spot,· and as I had so much to do in framin'J' 
the existing regulations relative to.,..the tax levied from the Pilcrrims, that I should tak~ 
an_opport~nity of giving such information as .might pla~e. the matter in its proper· 
pomt of Yiew. The best mode, therefore, which presents Itself to me of communi .. 
eating the information I p<?SSess, is to address myself to your honourable Court. 

The object I have in view is, to correct the erroneous opinions which· seem to 
prevail in regard to the conduct of our Government, with reference to the Temple, 
aqd tQ remove the exaggerated ideas entertained in respect to the atrocities said to be 
practised there. · . 
~, :,.\rith respect to the first point, as far as I can recollect, it seems to he supposed 
that our Government at Bengal is busied in the controul and regulation of Hindoo 
•worship; and that it is actively employed in the encouragement of idolatry, for the 
purpose of revenue. Your honourable Court must be fully aware how studiously 
the regulations have guarded against committing the Government in anv way what
ever, respecting questions which might arise relative to the interior con~ef!.ls of the 
Temple. The clauses which refer to the power resen·ed by Government of remov
ing the Patron of the Temple, and to the permission gh·en to the head Ministerial 
Officers to remonstrate against any orders issued by the Patron, afford the onlv 
possible opportunity for Government to interfere in regard to the inter~or. But cOJ{
sidei-ing the vast power vested in the Patron, and the means ·which he has of extensive 
()ppres~ion and extortion, I considered those powers to be essentially neces1:ary; and 
although I am perfectly sensible that they never will be exercised, except in an ex
treme case, yet the result of my subsequent experience at the Doani of Revenue, 
bas tended to shew, that it was prudent to adopt the clauses in question. 

'Vith regard to the encouragement of idolatry, most assuredly nothing of the 
.kind occurs on the part of Government, unless indeed it be supposed, that the liberal 
"·ish to protect and secure its native subjects in the due exercise of their religious as 
·well as civil liberties, be pronounced to be an encouragement of idolatry.· If an 
;anxious desire, on the part of Government, to remove all unlawful impediments and 
-obstacles from out of the way of the Hindoos worship [ling with ease and convenience 
to themselves, be construed into an encouragement of idolatry, in that case, I ap-
prehend the Bcn6al Government m\jst ple?.d guilty to the charge.. . 

'Vith re"ard to the revenue, that seems to me to be a question wbtch has been 
considerably misunderstood ; tor from the ~10de in which I have ~eard ~entlemen 
-express themselves with reference to that pomt, they appear to constdet· tins revenue 
to be taken as a price for the permission of ido!atry, and consequent!~ they seem to 
djink, that if the Government would consent to gn·e up the revenue, the 1dola~q would 
<>f course cease; surely nothing can be more erronc?us than tl;e ab?ve opm10n, for 
I suppose no one would ve.nture to say, that the ruhng p~wcr m IImdos~an, wbat
>ever its relimon may be should interfere to prevent the Hmtloos from ha\·mg access · 
to their o"~ Temples.' If then, you. allow access t~ the temple at J aghanath, sucll 
access must be subjected to rcstramt and regulutwn; and I know not a m?~~ 
powerful means of restraint and regulation than i~ affor?;d IJy the tax. I caa SI?~'k 
trom my O\\n knowledge of the fact; that the lmpostt:on of the tax_, so far trom 

.. <:lperating as an en.couragct!lcnt to persons to res
1
ort thcr~: has had a direct cqntr~ry 

.tendency; for dtmng the tunc that act:~s was ~l.owcJ w;~hout the tax, g1e throng of 
~ 224. people 
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people· at the place was so p:rea(, and such a considerable number ortbc· poorer clas'ses 
took that opportunity of visiting tl~e Tcmpl::-fhat I was informed that several persons 
peri~?edJr~.rn .actpal. ~rant o.£ suu~~ I he.~cenes.on the road, w~re, I a~n t.old_. 
truly shockmg_; but smce the tax has bee~ contmu~~' .tl~e nuruLers of the Pllgnms, 
Jla~ticul.arly ~~the l_o,~·cr·class~s, have constdcrably duntmshe~. .I have passed several, 
times backwards and forwards between Catt~ch and J aghanath (and that too, j~st pre- · 
vid'~s t:O tlXJ: Ruth Jattrah,...._or festival 'of the Charist) without seeing many' oLjccts of 
"'retchedness. I ce1tainly-11a.ve seen ~w<?·~ o~. thr~e, Pt??r ~,·retched: o~jec.ts, exhausted 
by th~ir long j~urn.ey, and almost starvmg ;, b~t th1s· IS no very great matter . of 
sm-pnse;-when It IS recollected that the-- Pdgrrms come from aU parts of Hm"'"' 
dostan, fr9!D ,upy{ards. of .1 ,6oo mjles . d.istance, ~~ ~hat a large propf?rtion of 
these ··co'i1sist of the old and infirm; \\•ho come for the express pttrpose of laying 
their hones within the precincts of the city. It seems to me, that th~ .questio11.of 
revenue . lies. within a very smalJ compass ; if it be thought that it ·is inconsistent 
'Vith :Our ·religion, .to permit the Hindoos to resort 'to. theil: Temples, the. t~x in that, 
caseJs p~yi9!J.&!y improper; but. if jt. lle; the duty; of our Govei'idnent to allow ~ts 
1)ati~·e SFl~f?\ts to worship accQr.djng tq th~ir O\~·n _ideasJ J should regret to see the. 
tax aboli~h~J; ~5 the au<;~lition qf it would render it difficult to restrain and regulate the; 
numerous bo~ies vf Pilgrims who reso~t.'~o ~he place; .and. it would, in all probability,. 
be the cause of the revival of those· ho,rrid scenes of. distress '"bich }vere before ex-. 
perienceu, _,\:hen the tax was discontiqued, and bf which. the traces are stJH to ~c met. 
with in the pumcrous human bones.on the road. I hav~ heard it observed, that the, 
tpx in question is someLhi1:1g simila~ to a ta~ .upon,g~mbling l)ouses, o_r 9thcr houses 
of ill fame: but surely there is a most e~senti~l c)ifrerence between the two .cases; tue. 
~~jection to the for[)ler, I u~9ersta.nd_ t9 lie ~his; that th'1 taxation amounts virtually to. 
a licence of that, which is, in its' nature, immoral;. but in this case, I do not understand. 
tpere is any ·question whether the Government is to allow its su~iects access to their 
O\\'nTemples; Gover~ment must admit th~ access, whether it takes a tax or not::· 
unde1· that circumstance therefore, I. can~9t see what possible ~objection there is to. 
the continuance of an esta.blishe.d tax of this nature, particularly '~hen it is taken into. 
consideration what large pensiol')s in land and money are allowed by our Government; 
in all parts of th~ country, for k~eping ·up the religious institutions, both of the Hindoos 
and the Mussulman's~ . . . . , : . . . . · . . · 

. In respect to the atrocities said to . be practi$ed at .the place, they refer to the 
immolations under the wheels· of the car on "'hich the idol is carried .. That such. 
tliings occur,. there c·an be no doubt; but certainly n~t to the extent, nor exactly from 
the same motive, as. se~ms to be supposed by many in . England. It would appear 
to be a prevailing opinion, .that these i~molations are of. frequent occurrences; that 
they are a duty prescribed to the Hindoos by their religion; and, conscqu~ntly, 
t!1at .such duty is often carried into performance. 'Vbether it be ~ duty or not, I. 
cannot positively. say·; but I believe it to be no part of theia· religion, and that, in. 
p(Jint of fact, it is no more a duty prescribed to the Hindoos, than it was a duty 
prescribed to· the Christiai1 Asceticks to live in the austere and ctirious modes in: 
,j·hich many of them formerly did, in the early ages of Christianity. Indeed, the 
i~lfi·equency of the .act is the fullest proof, I conceive, that it is not an act of duty. 
P!escribed to any sect of Hindoos whatever. I wa~t at Jaghanath durin~ the \\'bole 
of the Ruth Jattrah (in 1809 I think it was), and I heard but of one instance of an, 
ii.nmo.Jation under th~ wheels of the car. I should. not suppose it possible that, 
another ins~nce ~ould have happened during that _festival, without my hearing of i~· 
~u~ supposmg, ·Instead of one, there were ten ttmes the number, what would· Jt 
amount to?-tlJat out ~fa population of nearly two hundred millions, (for I suppose the. 
w~o.le of the Hindoo population, as far as CabuJ, to be not much short of t\\;O hundred, 

. mdhons), there are to be found ten fanatics, fools, and madmen enough to commit 
such an act at Jafl'hanath. · . 

There is another matter to be mentioned, but of which I was totally ignorant till. 
very late!y, when it was particularly pointed out to me, in order that I might say 
·''·~ether It wcr~ ~rrect or otherwise. I allude to the circumstances of the indecency. 
satd to b; e~hiLJtted on the car of the idol. On that point, my attention was directed. 
to a pubhcat10n ~y the Rev. Dr. Claudius Buchanan, who sp.eaks of a priest ha,,ing. 
pronounced ~e.rtam obscene stanzas in the cars of the people, and of certain indecent 
gestures exlublted by a boy and priest on the car. \Vith respect to the song, how the 
author came! to lmaw what the priest was repeatin:r, he does not state. I do uot mean. 
1o doubt the _fact, but I do think, if the procession ~ras any thing at all like that which· 
: I saw, 
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I sa"·; there is no room to suppose that the author's ears, even if he did understand 
, the la~1g~age, could. have been shoc~ed by his actually hearing the songs. To give 

f'ome tde,t, of ~he th~ng to gentlemen 1n En.u:lan~, I would beg them to represent to 
themselves the car m progress between Channg Cross and Parliament Street the 
whole of the way as crowded as possible· with people clappinri their hands tail\'lnO' 

. . d k' ' o ' o' shout.mg an . merry-ma mg; and c~n it be ~onceiv~d, that in suc.h ·a noise a person 
coul1! have ius ears shocked by he~~m.~ what the pnest was ,repeatmg, when, 'owing' to 
th? ~1stance of the pl~tform on wh1ch he stands, one could hot by any endeavours get 
w1tl~m ten yards of hm~; ~am s~re I could not.hcar a~y thing which ·was said; awl 
durmg the whole of the tune I was present, the nmsc was mccssant, \vithout intermission 

oaud according to the nature of things I conc~ive it mu~t be so, ina crowd of abou~ 
one hundred thousand. U pan this point, however, if I can rely upon the information 
I have received, the songs in question are denominated by the natives cub bee, a species 
of song not very unlike that which is admitted into our own sacred writincrs. Ours 
I irttagine are not at present rea~·in any parts of our service; but whoever k~lOWS an)r 
thing of the Hind~, must be aware that their veneration for antiquity will not allow 
them to depart from any thing ·which has once fanned a part of their ceremonies' .. 
W'ith respect to the indecent gestures said to have been exhibited on the ca1·, all·I can 
say is, that ·if such things are done, 'I never saw them, and what is more, I never heard 
of them till.~ came t~ England; to give you· an irrefragable proof of what I have 
asserted relat1ve to my tgnorance, arid to the ignorance of the other gentlemen on the 
spot, of any thing of the nature alledged ever happening, I need only ·mention that I 
believe there was not a ·single la:dy at the station who did not accompany her husband to 
see the procession. Had we had the slightest· surmise of that which is asserted to be a. 
fact, most unqu·estionably those ladies would not have been there. But I do most 
solemnly declare, that I never did hear the most distant hint of any thing indecent 
ha dog been seen; or of anything in the slighest degree resembling indecency. ,v~ith regard 
to the Temple, there certainly are indecent figures on it, but certainly not more than 
what' we see every day in representations of ancient sculpture; indeed they are so 
badly done, that I do declare, that if they had not been pointed out to me, I should 
never have known that thev were there. 

It has been suggested, that I should say· something more about the charge which 
has been made against our Government, for not interfering to put a stop to the im
molations; if I had been asked before 1\Ir. Graham gave his evidence before the 
House of Commons, I should have said, that I did not know that the Government had 
interfered at all: ;1 never: heard of it, and as it appears to me so utterly impossiOle 
for the Government -to interfere with effect, I .should have supposed they never 
had attempted it. I . have said before, that I understand that is no part of a duty 
prescribed to any sect of Hindoos, to devote th~mselves under the wheels of the 
car. · I believe, from every thing I have heard, ~hat the Brahmins have no concern 
. at all in encouraging the fanatic to destroy himself, ·and that in point of fact, they 
are as i<Tnorant of .any one's having the intention of devpting himself, as we are here. 
I neve;' heard that there are :any ·previous ablutions or purifications, which are usual 
when the Priests.· interfere. on such momentous Qccasions. How theri can the 
Government interfere ? The man, I believe, does not . .cc;>mmunicate his intention, and 
I think it not at all unlikely that he himself does. not. intend it, till ~ li:tle before. he 
throws himself under .the :wheels ; as for preventmg It: at the spot, 1t JS utterly 1m· 
possible. In such a crowd no one knows what his n~xt ?eighbour is· about. In 
short it appears to me, that people m~~ wit? as muc~ JUStice cens~re o~r Govern-
. ment at hotne for· not preventin" smctde m the· 'V:mety of ways m which we are 

' . 0 • 
informed it i·s -practised, as they may the Government abrot"\d, for not preventmg 
the immolations in que3tion. 

London, . J 
tgth 1\Iay 1813. 

I have the honour to be, 
honourable Sirs, 

Your most obedient Servant, 
(Signed) C. DULLER. 
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Copy of a. .LETTER. from Cliarlet Buller, Eiq. 

to tbe ~ourt of Dire~tors of The .East Inl/itJ 

Company; dated the 1gth :May 1813 :-Detailing 

the Conduct of the Bengal Government,. with 

refer~nce to the Te:mpl! of JAGG~llAUT. -

DTd~rtd, iy The Hous~ ,or Commo111, to be printt4. 

!14 May 1813: 


