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PREFACE 

The Bengal and Madras Papers contained in this collection, compris· 
ing three volumes, are divided into two groups, viz :- · · · 

(~) the earlier portion. ~anging f~m 1~71-.1746 recounting the 
growth of the British power In India; and . .. · 

(ii) the latter portion ranging from 1746-1785; throwing-added 
light on the career of Lord Clive in India. 

The ·documents were collected from the Madras Record Office by. the late 
Sir G. W. Forrest as Officer in charge of .the ·Records of the .Government 
of India about the year 1891. These were supplemented by extracts ob­
tained from the records of the Bengal Government preserved at the India 
Office, London. The Papers were printed in Calcutta almost· simultane­
ously. A press-list of the second portion covering a part of the second 
and the whole of the third volume has been compiled and printed by the 
Imperial Record Department. The late Sir G. W. Forrest was permitted 
to utilise these papers in a colle-ction of original documents bearing on the 
life of Lord Clive which was to have. appeared in the Indian Records 
Series published under the authority of the Secretary of State for India in 
Council. Sir G. W. Forrest died before that projec~ had materialised. 
In order to make the historical material which he ha:d collected available 
for the use of students, the Government of India have· decided that a 
ce!tain numb~r of copies of the Bengal and Madras Papers shall be dis­
tribut~d,. unbound, free to Record Offices, Universities and other learned 

jnstftutions in India and in England. Bound volumes of these and of the 
press-list mentioned. above are availa~le ~or sale at the office of the Manager. 
Government of India Central Pubhcat10n Branch, Calcutta. · . . . 
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