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THE PUNjAB LOCAL OPftON Act, 1923. 

PUNJAB ACT, V OF 1923. 
( .BPoei~ed the assent .of His Excellency the GQvernor on 

the 3rd Nooember 1928 and that of His Ezoellenoy 
the 17 iceroy and Governor-Genera~ 1m the 2nd Decem· 

• ber 1923, and was first published in the Gazette of 
the 21st December t92ll.) 

.An Act to P"ovH~ for the t•estriction of the ~ale of intoxi· 
eating liquor acciJTding to the wish~s of Local 
Bodies. 
WHEREAS it is desirable to enable Local Bodies to 

restrict the sale of intoxicating liquor within certain 
areas ; and whereas the previous sanction of the Gov· 
ern or-General under sub-section (3) of seqtion SO· A of· 
the Government of India Act has been. obtained ; it is 
hereby enacted as follows :...:_ 

OHA.PTER I. 

I PRELIMINARY. 

1,' (1) This Act may be called the Punjab Local Short Iitle, 
·Option Act, 192.:~. · ••te~~t ••4 commence• 

(2) It eltends to th~ Punjab. ment. 

(3) tt shall come into force on such date as the 
Local Government may by notification appoint in this 
behalf. · l' ·· , 

2. In this Act unless there is' anything repug· Definitlo••· 
nant in the subject or context- . 

•1 (1) " Liquor" has the meaning assigned to it in 
the Punjab Excise Act, l 9U.. · · ' . . . 

(2) "Foreign liquor'' means--. . 

(a) all liquor imported by sea into Rritish India. 
other than rectifted spirit, denatured spirit 
and perfumed spirit ; ·' 

·, . ~b) all beer manufaotureq' {J1. India. 

(3) "Local 
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(3) '' Local Body " means a District 'Board 
established under the Punjab "District Boards Act,IBBJ, Indio Itt 

or a Municipal Oon;mittee or Notified. Ar.ea Com~i~tee 'Pr.~~:· 
established Gr appomted under the PunJab MnnHnpal m ~19 
Act, 1911, or a Small Town Committee established i~~l'~91 
under the Punjab Small Towns Act,1921. 

(4) "Emp9:were(l Lo~~l. ~oay ·~ means ~ L.ocal 
Body concerning wl).ich a declaration ·has heen made 
under section 3 that it ri1ay' exercise the powers therein 
specified. · 

. (5) "Sale " includes any transfer other than by 
way of gift . 

. , (6) " Licensed shop ·~ means the business premises 
of a person licensed. to sell: liquo1: by retail under the 
Punf\1-b Excise Act, 191~, as specified in the license, 
but does not include any of the. following places in 
which only foreign liquor is sold, namely .-

·' ' 

(i) a Club, 
(ii) a Hotel, .. 

(iii) a Restaurant,Bar, 
' (iv) a Railway Refreshl:uent Room except that 

kept for Hindus and Muhammadans, 
(v) a Railway Restaurant,Car. · 

(7) "Local Area " mealrt! the area over ~vhich a 
Local Body has authority; 

Application . 3. The Local Government shall, on the applica­
~~rL'::~~~~~ tion of a Local J~ody, within a period .not. exceeding 
of tho Act. three months from the datfl'of such apphcation, declare 

by notification that sqch 'Loca~.Body may exercise th.e 
powers conferred under sections 4, 5 and 8. --CHAPTEl:t II. 

PowERs oF AN R11P~W$RED Locu BonY 
Reotriction ;. (1)' A E ' a' . L. 1 B ' ' 
oftbo number • 'Z· • n . 'mpOWfre oca ody may from 
?fllquor •II•I,. time to tune by resolutiop passed in accordance with its 
':,..~ Local r!'lles of business presorille 'the maximum nuru her of 

licensed shops at which liquor may be sold within its 
Local Area. 

(2) Such 
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(2) Such number shall be not less, in tha case of a 
Municipal Committee, than oue·third, and in anv other 
case, than one·hal£ of thtJ total number of shops licensed 
by the Collector for the retail vend of liquor on 31st 
March 1923 within the limits of such Local Area. 

18) Such resolution shall take effect {rom the M 
day of April in the year next following the date on 
which it was passed. 

5. '{1) An :Empowered Local Body may by resolu • 
tion passed from time to time in accordance with its 

· rules of business- ' .. 
(a) prescribe a maximum number, which may 

be less than the proportion prescribed in 
· sub-se!ltion (2) of section 4, of licensed shops 

at which liquor may be sl}ld within its Local 
Area; or 

(b; direct that liquor may not be sold at any 
licensed shop .within such Local Area:· 

Provided that no such resolution shall have effect 
undtlr this Aci until it h•1s been submitted by way of 
refertJndum to the registered electors of such Empower· 
ed Local Body, and has been confi:·wed by a two-thirds 

· majority of the total number of such electors. 
{2) When a.resolutio~ has been confirmed under 

sub-seotion ( 1) it shall take effect from the 1st day. of 
April of the year next following the date of . such con· 
firmation and shall thereafter remain in force, provided 
that at any time such Empowered Local .Body may hy 
further resolution de.clare . that such resolution shall 
cease to have effect upon the 1st day of .April in the 
year neX:t following the date of such further resolution, 
and such resolution shall accordingly ceasa to have ell'eot 
from such date. ·. ' 

llelerendum, 

6. Notwithstandin<> anythin"' contained in the Reoatutionaol 

P '· b E ' A , " 0 Empowered • UDJa xmse ct, 1914, and the Rules made there· 1,..,,1 Bodie• 
under with reg:.trd to the powers and functions of the to he binding 

C ll t d tl ·a A t I . d • ooCollectoro. o ~c or un er 1e sat c a reso .utwn pass~ under 
seot1qn 4 or passed and confirmed under section 5 shall 

be 

3 
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be binding" upon the Collector of the District in which 
the Local Area concerned is situ&ted : 

Provided that if 1 he Collector i~ of opinion for 
reasons to be recorded in writing that within such 
lo ·al area .illicit distillation m• smuggling of alcohol 
hils been carried on or connived at, within the two 
years preceding the date of the passing of such resolu· 
tion, by any of the residents of such Local .Area, such 
resolution shall not be binding upon him, unless the 
Commissioner orders that it shall be so binding. 

CHAPTER III. 
PowER To :MAKII RuLEs. 

!•owe" or the 7. The Local Governmen~ may make rules r~· 
Looal G•••m· gulating the procedure for hoi ding a referendum under 
ment. section. 6. ··· . 

8. (1) An Empowered Local Bony may make 
Power •f ) 'bi Looal Boa·... ru es prescr1 ng-

Speclol 
proviaion 
concerning 
Foreign 
Liquor, 

(a) the portions of its Local Area in which 
licensed shops may be situated ;' · 

(b) the hours during which liquor may be sold 
at such shops ; · 

(c) the minimum age, which. shall not 'exceed 
16 years, ol the persons who may be 
served with liquor at such shops. 

CHAPTER IV. · 
,FoREIGN LrQuo:a. 

9~ Except as hereinafter provided the provisions 
of this ·Act . shall not apply' to the sale of Foreign 
Liquor, but when an J!;mpowered Local Body has 
prescribed a n.axim um number. of licensed shops under 
section 4 or ~ection 5 or has pl·ohibited the sale of 
liquor under section 5, and tha Local Government· is 
satisfied that the object of such prescription or probibi· 
tion is being evaded by the sale of .Foreign Liquor 

•• in 
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in the Local Area conc~rned, the Local Government 
shall by rule made umler section 58 of the Pun~ab 
Excise Act, 1914, proliibit the Collector from grantm~ 
a license for the sale of Foreign Liquor in the said 
Local Area except in accordance with the terms of 
such resolutions as such Empowere~ Locsl 'Body may 
have pas~ed or may pass in respect of country _liquor, 
or with the speciatsan~tion of the Local Government. 

OH.A.PTER V. 
GENIIlRAL. 

10. Any person who commits a breach of any Penaltl,., 

rule made under section 8 shall be punishable 'with · 
.. a fine which may extend to one hundred rupees. 

11. Subject to the provisions of this Act • the Sni~j oft:• 
provisions of the Punjab Excise Act, 1914, and the lb:'i>~~b 
rules made thereunder, shall have . full force and ~9i!" Act,. 
effect in the Local Areas of a\1. Empowered Local · 
:Bodies. 

: 


