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REPORT 
We, the members of the Committee, appointed 

by the Senate on the 25th March, 1922, to consider 
a letter from the Government of Ben"'al on the 
subject of a resolution moved in the Bengal 
Legislative Council on the 29th August, 1921, have 
the honour to submit our report. 

The resolution WIIS in the following terms : 
" This Council recommends to the Government 

that, with a view to determine what financial 
assistance, if any, should be given to the Calcutta 
University, a committee, consisting of two financial 
experts, and two members of the Senate, to be 
nominated by the Government, and three non-official 
members of this Council not holding any office in 
the University, to be elected by the Council, be 
appointed at an early date to enquire into and report 
on the general working of the University, in 
particular its financial administration, and recommend 
such urgent measures or reforms as may be 
necessary." . 

This resolution was adopted by a majority of 55 
against 41, and it contemplates the appointment of a 
Committee to enquire into and report on the general 
working of the University, in particular its financial 
administration. Consequently, amongst the various 
points which require to be considered in connection 
with the resolution and the speeches made on the 
subject, the foremost place must be assigned to the 
question of the position of the University in relation 
to the Government and the Council, and we will 
accordingly examine it in the first place. 

CoNsTITU'l'ION 

The University of Calcutta is a Corporation 
created by Statute, and its privileges and obligations 
must be determined by reference to the statutory 
provisions which will be found set out in Act II 
of 1857 (the Act of Incorporation) and Act VIII 
of 1904< (the Indian .Universities Act). These 
enactments have been amended from time to time, 
and in their amended form, are printed in the 
vol~me of Regulations published by the University. 

The constitution of the Body Corporate of the 
University is defined in Section l of the Act of 
Incorporation and Section 4 of the Indian Universities 
Act. The Body Corporate consists of 

(a} the Chancellor, 
(b) the Vice-Chancellor, 



(c) the Ex-officio Fellows, 
(d) the Ordinary Fellows, 

( i) elected by Registered Graduates, 
( ii.) elected by the Faculties, and 
(iii) nominated by the Chancellor. 

'l'hese persons constitute the Senate of the 
Universitv. · 

Section R · of the Act of Incorporation, which 
authorises the Chanpellor, Vice-Chancellor and 
Fellows to superintend the affairs of the University, 
is in the following terms : 

"T11e Ohancellm·, 17'we-Chanoellm· and Fellow8, 
for tlie time being, sl1all have tile enti1·e mana.gement 
of and superintendence ove1· tile affairs, concerns, 
and p1•operty of the said University; and, i11 all 
cases unprovided for by this .dct, it shall be lawful 
for the Ohmwello1', 77ice- Chancellor and Fellows to 
act itt such manner a,y shall appear to them best 
calculated to promote the pw-poses intended by tile 
sa~d University." 

Section 4 of the Act of Incorporation provides 
that the Governor of Bengal, for the time being, shall 
be the Chancellor of the University. The Governor 
General of India was the Chancellor of the 
University till the amendment of the Act of 
Incorporation in 1921. 

The Vice-Chancellor is, under Section 5 of the 
Act of Incorporation, nominated by the Local 
Government of Bengal. The Vice-Chancellor was 
nominated by the Governor General of India in 
Council before the amendment of the Act of 
Incorporation in 1921. 

The number of Ex-officio Fellows cannot exceed 
ten, as laid down in the proviso to Section 5 (2) of 
the Indian Universities Act. The list of Ex-officio 
Fellows may be modified by the Government by 
notification in the Gazette. The expression " the 
Government" now means the Local Government; 
[Section 2 (2) (b) of the Indian Universities Act]. 
Before the amendment of 1921, the expression 
meant, in the case of the University of Calcutta, the 
Governor General in Council. 

'l'he list of Ex-officio Fellows at present is as 
follows: 

His Excellency the Governor of Assam. 
The Chief Justice of the High Court of 

Judicature at Fort William in Bengal. 
The Lord Bishop of Calcutta and Metropolitan 

of India. 
The ·:uember of the Council of the Governor 

General in charge of the Department of Education. 
The Minister forJ fLocal Self-Government, 

Bengal. 
The lii!li~ter for Education, Bengal. 
The MmiSter for Agriculture and Industries, 

Beng-.. 11. 
The Minister for Education, Assam. 
The Director of Public Instruction, Bengal. 
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The Director of Public Instruction, Assam. 
This list, it will be noticed, includes the :l\Iember af 

the Council of the Governor General in char<>c of 
the Department of Education, the Minister for Educa
tion in Bengal, and the Minister for Education in 
Assam. Consequently, the l\Iinister for Education 
in Bengal is one of the ten Ex-officio Fellows in the 
same way as the Member of the Council of the 
Govern?r General in cll!trge of the Department of 
Educatwn and the Minister for Education in 
Assam. 

The position thus is that the entire mana~ement 
of and superintendence over the affairs, concer'ns, and 
property of the University is vested in the Chancel
lor, Vice-Chancellor and }'ellows, and it is lawful for 
them, in all cases unprovided for by Statute, to act 
in such manner as shall appear to them best calcu
lated to promote the purposes intended hy the Uni
versity. No Fellow, Ex-oflicio or Ordinary, has any 
special power or privilege. 

The Chancellor has the power to nominate Ordi
nary Fellows, subject to the restrictions and qualifi
cations mentioned in Section~ 6, 9, and 10 of the 
Indian Universities Act ; he may, under Section 11, 
declare vacant the office of an Ordinary }'ellow who 
has not attended a meeting of the Senate during the 
period of one year. The Chancellor may also nomi
nate any person possessing the prescribed qualification 
to be an .Honorary Fellow for life under Section 13 
(2). .His assent is, undet• Section 17, necessary when 
an .Honorary Degree is proposed to be conferred by 
the Senate. Confirmation by him is also necessary 
when it is proposed, under Section 18, to cancel a 
Degree or Diploma. 

'!.'he consent of the Vice-Chancellor is necessar'i, 
under Section 17, when an .Honorary Degree is pro· 
posed to be conferred. · 

Under Section 15, the Executive Government of 
the University is vested in the Syndicate ; the 
Vice-Chancellor is Ex-officio the Chairman of the 
Syndicate. The Vice-Chancellor has emergPncy 
powers undet· Section 6 of Chapter IV of the 
Regulations. 

We now pass on to the points of contact between 
the Government and the University, so far as they are 
mentioned in the Act of Incorporation and the Indian 
Universities Act. 

lJ nder the second paragraph of Section 8 of thEY 
Act of Incorporation, as it originally stood, the 
Chancellor Vice-Chancellor and Fellows were autho
rised to ~ake and alter, fron, time to time, bye· 
laws and re"'ulations touching all matters whatever 
re.,.ardin" the University. These bye-laws and 
regulati;ns, however, could be operative only after 
they had received th~ appro~al of th??overnorGeneral 
of India in Counml. Thts provtston has been re· 
placed by Section 25 of the Indian Universities ~ct, 
which empowers the Senate to make regulattons 
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from time to time with the sanction of the Govern· 
ment. As already pointed out, till the .~mendment 
of 1921, the E-xpression "the ~overnr_nent meant the 
Governor General in Council, and 1t now means the 
Local Government. 

Another matter which brin~s the Unive.rsi~y into 
touch with the Government is the affihatwu and 
disaffiliation of Colleges. The provisions on this 
subject are embodied in Sections 21, 22, and 24 of the 
Indian U nh ersities Act. 'l'he final order on all 
applications for affiliation and disaffiliation, after 
they have been considered by the Syndicate and the 
Senate, can be passed only by the Government to 
whom all the papers are required to be submitted by 
the Registrar. 

Under Section 7 of the Act of Incorporation, the 
Government may cancel the appointment of any 
person as Fellow. 

It is plain that, except upon questions of 
change of Regulations, and the affiliation and 
disaffiliation of Colleges, and a further matter 
presentlv to be mentioned, the Senate, composed 
of the ·Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor and Fellows, 
is constituted a self-contained Corporation and is 
vested with the entire management of and 
superintendence ove1· the affairs, concerns, and 
property of the University, and no interference 
on the part of the Government, much less of any 
member thereof, is contemplated. In this connection, 
it may be pointed out that the Senate is under no 
legal obligation to furnish reports, returns, or other 
information. Reference may be made to Section 
23 of the Indian Universities Act, which makes it 
obligatory upon every affiliated College to furnish 
such reforh, returns, and other information as the 
Syndicate may require to enable it to judge of the 
efficiency of the College. No power, however, 
is reserved to the Government to call for reports, 
returns, and other information from the Senate. 'l'he 
reason for this will be obvious to all persons familiar 
with University administratiou. There are many mat· 
ters connected therewith, specially with the conduct 
of examinations, which no University should be called 
upon to disclose. We do not suggest, however, 
that because the University is not under a le<>al 
obligation to furnish reports, returns, and other 
information, it 'should necessarily decline to do 
so. :Much may !Je and is gained by publicity in 
suitable cases, but what should be distinctly under
stood is that such information cannot be demanded 
as a matter of right. 

The point which has been reserved above for 
consideration, arises on Section 15 of the Act of 
Incorporation. The section, as enacted in 1857 was 
in the following terms: ' 

"The said Chnncellor, Vice-Chancellor and 
Fellows shall have power to charge such reason. 
able fees for the degrees to be conferred by them, and 
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upon admission into the said University, and for 
continuance th'lrein, as they, with the approbation 
of the Governor General of India in Council, shall, 
from time to time, see fit to impose. Such fees 
shall be carried to one General Fee Fund for the 
payment of expenses of the said University, under 
the direction and regulations of the Governor 
General . of India in Council, to whom the accounts 
of income and expenditure of the said University 
shall, once in every yenr, be submitted for such 
examination and audit as the said Governor General 
of India in Council may direct." 

'l'he section was amended in 1921, when the 
expression " Governor General of India in Council" 
was replaced hy the expression "Local Government 
of Bengal." Before we consider the extent of the 
power conferred on the Government by this section, 
it may be stated that it does not authorise what may 
be called "inspection." Reference may again be 
made to Section l!3 (2) of the Indian Universities 
Act, which authorises the Syndicate to inspect every 
affiliated College from time to time. No such power 
is reserved to the Government in respect of the 
University, either under the Act of Incorporation or 
the Indian Universities Act, and it is manifest that 
the resolution under consideration really calls upon 
the Government to act in contravention of the 
constitution. This view is in complete agreement 
with that maintained by the Government of India, as 
will appear from the following question and answer 
in the Legislative Assembly: 

"QuESTION 263. 111·. J. Oltaudhury: (e) Is the 
Government of India aware that the University of 
Calcutta is at present on the verge of bankruptcy, 
and do Government propose to appoint a Committee 
to look into its financial position and come to its 
rescue, p~nding its reconstitution on a sound educa
tional and financial basis ? " 

"ANSWER. M1•. H. Sltm'P: (e) Government have 
been informed that the financial position of the 
University of Calcutta is precarious. They have no 
intention of appointing a Committee, such as that 
contemplated by the Honourable Member, nor does 
the existing law provide for the appointment of such 
a Committee." (Proceediuga of the LegislatiiJe 
Ll.ssembly, dated the 22nd February, 1921.) 

Let us now turn to the language of Section 15, 
which, as we have stated, has been in operation since 
1857. The fees mentioned in the first sentence of 
the section have to be carried into one General Fee 
Fund for the payment of expenses of the University 
under the direction and regulations of the Govern
ment. Apart from the question of the meaning of 
the expression " direction and regulations," it is 
obvious that such direction and regulations can 
apply only to the classes of fees specified in 
the first sentence, namely, (1) fees for degrees 
conferred by the Senate, (2) fees for admission into 
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the University, (3) fees for continuance in the Uni
,·ersity. Under (1) comes the fee of. Rs. 5 charg~d 
by the University when a degree IS conferred m. 
absentia; under (2) comes what is known as the 
Registration fee of Rs. 2 ; under (3) comes the f~e 
pa•able by Reooistered Graduates. The Government IS 

not authorised "to issue "direction and regulations" in 
respect of other classes of fees which the University 
mav charrre or other kinds of income which the Uni
ver~ity ~ay possess. Further, if "direction and 
reooulations" are issued by, the Government, they 
m~~t not conflict with the regulations otherwise made 
and alreadv sanctioned by the Government, becom
ing thereby binding upon all members of the 
Universitv. Section 15 again contemplates that the 
accounts of income and expenditure of the University 
shall, once in evPry yeat•, be submitted for such 
examination and audit as the Government may direct. 
Such examination and audit, however, are contemplat
ed to take place only once in every year, and, as a 
matter of fact, the examination and audit have been 
held annually ever since the establishment of the 
University. There is thus no foundation for the 
claim, which has sometimes been put forward, that 
the University is subject to g-eneral financial control 
by the Government or is liable to have its academic 
activities regulated by pressure of such control. . 

We have hitherto confined our attention to the 
provisions of the .Act of Incorporation and the Indian 
Universities .Act. There arP, however, provisions in 
the Regulations, which also bring the University into 
contact with the Government. Section 8 of Chapter 
VIII of the Regulations makes the appointment of 
the Inspector of Colleges subject to the approval 
of the Government. Section 1 of Chapter IX enables 
the Senate to found a Professorship, which is to be 
maintained out of the funds of the University, only 
with the previous consent of the Government. Section 
10 of Chapter IX, again, provides that no University 
Professor shall be appointed without the sanction of 
the Government. Section 8 of Chapter X provides that 
no University Reader shall be appointed without the 
sanction of the Government. Sections 12 and 13 of 
Chapter XI, as originally framed, provided that no 
L niversity Lecturer or Junior University Leclmer 
should be appointed without the sanction of the 
Governor General in Council ; these sections have 
now been replaced by Section 32 of Chapter XI in 
its new form, which provides as follows : . 

"No person whose salary is, or is to be, paid from 
funds supplied by the Government, shall be appointed 
or re-appointed University Lecturer, without the pre
vious sanction of the Government. The names of 
all other per~ons appointed or re-appointed Lecturers, 
shall be notified to the Local Government within 
one week from the date of the decision of the Senate. 
If, within six weeks from the receipt of such notifi
cation, the Government intimate to the University 
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that a specified appointment is objectionable on other 
than academic grounds, such decision shall take effect 
and the appointment shall stand cancelled." 

It will be recalled that these Regulations as pro· 
mulgated in 1006, were made by the Govern;nent of 
Indi~ in the exercise of its extraordinary power under 
Section 26 (2) of the Indian Universities Act. A 
question has been raised-but never decided-whether 
such provisions in the Regulations, as vest in the 
Government a power of control in excess of what is 
conferred by the Act of IncoJ•poration or by the 
Indian Universities .A.ct, are not really ult1•a vi1·es. 
Section 8 of the .A.ct of IncorpOl·ation, set out above, 
authorises the Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor and 
Fellows to act in such manner as shall appear to them 
best calculated to promote the purposes intended by 
the University, in all cases unprovided for by the Act. 
It ha~ been urged that the insertion of restrictive 
provisions in the Regulations constitutes an en
croachment upon the statutory powers vested in 
the Senate by Section 8. We need not on the 
present occasion express a final opinion on this 
controversy. We do not feel called upon to do 
•o, but we must add that interference with the 
administration of the University in a manner 
not authorised by law should not be tolerated by the 
Senate. As the law now stands, we certainly cannot 
recommend to the Senate the acceptance of any 
position contrary to this view. 

It is worthy of note that wherever the U nivet-sity 
is brought into contact with the Government, the 
expression formerly used was " Governor General 
in Council" and now used is " Government" or 
" Local Government." Neither the Member of the 
Executive Council of the Governor General in chart,:e 
of Education nor the Jl.1:inister in charge of Education 
in Bengal is mentioned or can be recog·nised as such. 
In this connection, reference may be made to the 
definition of the term "Local Government" con
tained in Sec. 134 (4) of the Government of India 
.A.ct which provides that "Local Government" 
me;ns, in the case of a Governor's Province, the 
Governor in Council or the Governor acting with 
1l1:inisterR (as the case may require). The intention 
apparently has been that the Chancellor, who is 
the Read of the University, should, in his capacity 
as the Read of the Government, have a direct 
voice in the final decision of such University 

·matters as are required by Statute to be taken np to 
the Government. Expressions recently used by 
some prsons sho\v that the trne position of the 
Governor (Chancellor) in this respect is apt to be 
overlooked or inonored; and they appear to us to be 
bas"d upon an ~ssumption not founded on the statute 
as it stands, which, in our opinion, is quite unam· 

. biguous and clear. . . 
In the view we take of the unconstitutiOnal 

character of the proposal embodied in the resolution, 
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it is nPedless for us to dwell on its other impli
cations. But it is a matter for legitimate co?Im~nt 
that crentlemen, who are members of a Legislative 
Council under a representative form of Government, 
should, while claiming to elect their own l'ep~·es?n
tatives on the proposed Committee, deny a s~mllar 
privilege to the Senate on whose work they desire to 
sit in judgment. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL 

We shall now pass on to the Proceedings of the 
Council in respect of the resolution. We gather 
from the letter of the Government of Bengal, dated 
the 22nd December, 1921, which is set out below, 
that the obs!lrvations of the University are invited 
in respect of these proceedings: 

" I am directed to forward for the information 
of the Vice-Chancellor and the Syndicate a copy 
of the llesolution mo"l"ed bv Babu Rishindranath 
Sarkar regarding the appointment of a Committee 
to enquire into the finances of the Calcutta UniYersity, 
at the meeting of the Bengal Legislative Council held 
on the 29th .A.ugust,l921, together with the proceedings 
of the Council, pages .138-175 of the Council Proceed
ings, Volume V '(copy enclosed). The matte~· is 
now under the consideration of Government and the 
observations of the University are invited on it." 
It may be remarked in passing that this letter 
describes the resolution as" regarding the appointment 
of a Committee to enquire into the finances" of the 
University, though the resolution itself has a far more 
comprehensive scope, as it contemplates the appoint
ment of a Committee "to enquire into and 1•eport 
01~ the general working of the University, in particular 
ita financial administration." The letter further 
states that the matte1· is now under consideration 
of the Government, and the observations of the 
University are invited on it. This, as we read it, 
includes both the resolution and the proceedings, 
which are forwarded with the letter. 

We cannot but observe at the outset that the 
proceedings which embody the speeches made by 
various members of the Council stand on an entirely 
different footing from the resolution itself. We 
deeply regret to have to state that the tone and 
language of some of the speeches made on the 
occasion are of a deplorable character, and it is im
possible for an academic body to follow the example 
which has thus been set. But what is of vital 
importanee is that many of the speeches betray a 
surprising ignorance of University affairs, thouah 
correct information could, if desired, have b~n 
easily ~athered from the published proceedings of 
the Umversity. We shall now refer to some strikina
instances of misapprehension of the facts. " 

CoLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

One of the charges brought forward is that "the 
University has do_ne very little improvement for 
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!he_ department of Science," and as an instance 
It IS Mserted that "the University hns gradually 
reduced the contrihution to the Science Colleo-t~ from 
the }'ee Fund, till, in 1920-21, it has stopped"' contri
buting rtnything, contrary to the terms of the trust 
created by Sir 'raraknath Palit." This statement is 
contrary to the f1tcts ; it is, indeed, so mislendin<> that 

, it is necessary to review in brief outline the hist~rv of 
the foundation and development of the Univer~itv 
College of Science and 'l'echnology, nnd the pm:t 
played the1·ein by the University, the Government 
of_ Indi~, and the Go~ernment of Bengal, respectively. 
vVe desire to emphasise that a true perspective of the 
situation cannot be obtOJ.ined without takin .. into 
account the expenditure which has been incur~ed by 
the University in respect of the Science College since 
its commencement. 

On the 16th l\Iarch, 1912, Lord Hardinge, in 
his Convocation Address, announced thnt the 
Government of India had decided to make an 
annual grant of Rs. 65,000 for the appointment 
of University Professors and Lecturers in specinl 
suhjects and for the encouragement in other ways 
of higher studies and research. On the 29th March, 
l\ll2, the Government of Inclia addressed a letter to 
the Government of Bengal, intimating, for the 
information of the University, that a recurring grant 
of Rs. 65,000 had been made and that the object of 
the grant was to Pnable the University to make 
a definite step forward towards the realisation of 
the idea of a Teaching University for higher 
work as also to improve the inspection of Colleges. 
'fhe Syndicate intimated to the Government of 
Bengal that they were unanimously opposed to 
the appointment of an additional Inspector , of 
Colleges, and they urged, instead, the creation of n 
Professorship of Chemistry in addition to the two 
other Chairs of i.Hathematics ancl Philosophy which 
had been previously suggested. 'l'he Government 
of Bengal, on the 31st July, 1912, strongly supported 
this proposal and expressed their concurrence with 
the opinion of the Syndicate that no provision need 
be made , for the appointment of an additional 
Inspector of Colleges. On the 1!\th June, 1912, i\Ir. 
'l'arakMth Palit executed his first '!'rust Deed in 
favour of the University, transferring money and 
land worth about eight lakhs of rupees for the establish
ment of two Professorships, one of Chemistry and the 
other of Physics, "as a first step towards , the 
foundation of a University College of Science and 
Technology." The Syndicate, accordingly, mo~i
fied their proposal that Rs. 12,000 out of the Imperial 
Grant should be applied for the foundation of a 
Chair of Chemistry and recommended that the sum 
should be devoted to the maintenance of the Laboratory 
of the proposed University College of Science. On the 
18th September, 1912, the Government of India san~
tioned this proposal. On the 8th October, 1912, Mr. Paht 
made a further gift of seven lakhs of rupees. On the 
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30th December, 1912, the Sy~dicate ~ddressed a let~er 
to the Government of India for hbera~ finanCI!'l 
assistance for the development of University _work ~n 
ooeneral and of the University College ?f SCience . m 
particular. The second parag-raph of th1s letter, whwh 
is printed in full in Appendix I, was as follows: 

"The Government of India are no doubt aware 
that in the course of the last six months, ~Ir. T. 
Palit, Bar-at-Law, has made over to the University·a 
princely gift of money and property of the aggregate 
value of nearly fifteen lakhs of rupees for the pmpose 
of foundin" a Colle"e of Science and for the geneml 
improveme~t of sci~ntific and technical education. 
Under the terms of the deeds of gift, the University is 
bound to maintain, from the income of the endowment, 
a Chair of Phvsics and a Chair of Chemistry and to 
institute a scholarship to be awarded to a distinguished 
<>raduate for the study of Science in a foreign 
~ountry; the University is also bound to establish a 
laboratory for advanced teaching and research and 
to contribute towards this object at least two and a 
half lakhs of rupees out of its own funds. But this 
sum is quite inadequate for the establishment of a 
laboratory of the kind contemplated. The Vice
Chancellor and the Syndicate are anxious that the 
fullest. advantage should be taken of this unique 
opportunity to establish a residential College of 
Science in Calcutta, and it appears to them that, if 
the necessary funds are available, the object can be 
speedily accomplished without any difficulty. The 
properties vested in the University by 1\Ir. Palit 
include, among others, tim fine plots of land, one of 
12 bighas and the other of 25 bighas in area. On 
the bigger plot, there are two splendid three-storied 
houses, recently built, which are admirably suited 
to accommodate 200 student.~. If, therefore, adequate 
funds "·ere forthcoming to erect and equip the 
requisite laboratories and Professors' quarters on 
this plot, a Residential College could be set up in 
working order in the course of a Har. 'L'he estimated 
cost of the ~roject amounts t9 fifteen lakbs of rupees, 
and the VICe-Chancellor and tbe Svndicate do not 
hesitate to ask the Government of India for a grant 
to the University of this sum. The gift of :M:r. Palit 
is absolutely unique in the history of University 
education in this country, and they feel sure that 
~he Government of India will be glad to supplement 
It by at least an equal amount to enable the University 
to carry out the scheme in its entirety, specially in 
view of t~e fact that the University has already agreed 
to contribute two and a half lakhs out of its own 
very limited savings. I am desired to add that a 
sympathetic and generous attitude on the part of the 
Go~ernment of India towal'ds the object which Mr. 
Paht. had at. heart, canr.ot fail greatly to influence 
public sentiment and may not improbably induce 
other wealthy gentlemen to found similar endowments 

. for the encouragement of higher teaching." 
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On t~e 14th January, 19 3, the following reply 
was rece1ved: 

"The Government of lndi11. are not :ret aware 
what g:rants, i~ any, the~· will be able to ;ssign for 
educatton durmg the ensuing financial year. But 
I am to say that the requests of the Calcutta 
University will receive consideration in conjunction 
with the claims of other Universities and other 
branches of education." 

On the 8th August, 1913, Dr. Rash belull'y G hose 
offered to place at the disposal of the University a 
sum of ten lakhs of rupees in furtherance of the 
University College of Science and for the promotion of 
scientific and technical education by the establishment 
of four Professorships of Applied Mathematics, Physics, 
Chemistry, and Botany with special 1•efereuce to 
Agriculture. The Syndicate, encomaged hv this 
munificent gift, again addre,sed a letter to the Govern
ment ofindia on the 4th Octoht•r, 10!3, ancl pres,ed for 
a substantial grant in aid of the Unive1•sity Colle:;e of 
Science. The second pflragnlph of this letter, which 
is printed in full in Appendix II, wa.• as follows: 

"In our letter, dated the :'Oth December, 1012, 
the first place was assigned to tlw scheme for the 
establishment of a University College of Science 
for the promotion of higher teaching in different 
branches of Physical and Nat ural Science. 'l'he 
Syndicate pointed ont that in furtherance of the 
t>bject, Sir 'l'araknath Palit had made n gift of money 
and land to the extent of 15 lakhs of rupees and 
that the University had undertaken to supplement 
this unique gift by a contribution of two and a hnlf 
lakhs from its limited Reserve Fund. 'l'he ~yndicate 
entertained the hope that, under these circumstances, 
the Government of India might suitably supplement 
and thereby accord recognition to this princely gift, 
but they were disappointed to find that money was 
not available for this purpose. Since then, Dr. 
Rashbebary Gbose has made a gift of 10 lakhs of 
rupees for the foundation of Professorships and 
Studentsbips in connection with the proposed 
University College of Science. The Srndicate 
venture to urge upon the Government of India that a 
claim has now been fully esb\blished for a generous 
contribution from the State in furtherance of the 
Universitv Colle"'e of Science. '!~hey further desire 
1ne to point out "that the foundation of a University 
CoJleooe of Science for Post-Gmduate Studies and 
Rese~ch is one of the foremost needs of the 
University. There is o~ly ~ne Col~ege, ~amely, t.he 
Presidency College, whtch 1s affiliated lll Physws 
and Chemistry up to the 'standard of the M.A. and 
:M:.Sc. Examinations; but it must be noted that the 
Presidency College, inspite of its new laboratories, 
has very limited accommodation ~or Post-Graduate 
students and is not able to take m more than 10 
~tudents in Chemistry and 18 students in Physics 
every year. Apart, thet·efore, from the olwious 
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importance of incre:~Sed facilitie.s f01: the scien~i~c 
trainin<> of qualified students m !hts c?unt:y, 1t IS 

plain that there does not exis~ i~ this Umvers1ty ade
quate provision for the trammg of the nume~ous 
lecturers-and demonstrators required for the efficwnt 
management of the Colle~es aftiliated in scientifi~ sub
jects. In our letter of the 30th December, ~912, 1t was 
stated that the estimated cost of the proJect fo~ the 
establi~hment of a Unb•ersity, College of Science 
was 15 Jakhs of rupees; the Syndie<tte have carefully 
reconsidered the matter and have come to the conclu
sion that a smaller sum would not be sufficient to 
secure that efficiency for the institution, which must, 
for obvious reasons, be its principal characteristic. 
The laboratory buildin~, of which the plans are ready, 
will cost at least five lakhs of rupees: the hostel which 
is proposed to be attached to it, will cost not less 
than two lakhs of rupees; the equipment· will, on 
the most moderate estimate, cost fixe lakhs of rupees; 
a suitable scientific library cannot be created for less 
than two lakhs of rupees, if complete sets of important 
periodicals and publications of learned societies have 
to be brought together; while at least one lakh will be 
required for additional land. It is not suggested 
that the whole of this money, if available, may 
be utilised in the <'ourse of twelve months, but 
it is eminently desirable that an idea should be 
formed of the minimum requirements of the entire 
scheme which it may take two or possibly three years 
to complete." 

On the 27th November, 1913, the Government of 
India replied that the Imperial funds available for 
education that year had already IJeen allotted. On 
the 4-th December, 1013, the University pointed out 
that-the Syndicate had no intention to ask for a grant 
out of the funds available during the then current 
financial" year; but that their object was to place 
before the Government, as earlv as October, a state
ment of their pressing needs ·so as to enable the 
Government to take it into consideration when 
framing its budget estimates for the following 
year. On the 23rd December, 1913, the Government 
of India replied that, when funds were available, the 
request of the U nivet·sity for further grants for 
higher teaching would be considered in ·conjunction 
with other demands. 

Although financial assistance from the Gov~rn
ment of India was thu8 not forthcoming the 
University authorities did not feel quite discou;a<>ed 
inasmuch as hopes had been held out that thek 
request "for furthe1· ~rants for hi<>her teachin"' 

ld b 'd d " ' 
0 

" wou e cons! ere . The scheme for the founda-
tion of a University College of Science could not 
b~ abando~e~,, as the l!cceptance of the generous 
gtfts of S1r IarakMth Palit and Sir 11ashbehary 
Ghose had imposed upon the University an obli..,.ation 
to :provide for laboratories, workshops and" other 
equ1pments. The foundation-stone of the building, 
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designel for the University Colle<>e of Science was 
acc?rdin.gly, laid on the 27th Ma~ch, 1914, ai{d th~ 
U mvers1ty proceeded to meet the cost of erection 
from ~he .Reserve Fu'?'d• formed out of the surplus of 
~xa~mat10n fees realised from candidates of all grades 
m different stations of life from everv corner of the 
Provin<;e. Unforeseen difficulties, however, arose. 'fhe 
outbreak of the Great War led to a sudden and pheno
menal depreciation of the Government securities in 
which the Reserve Fimd had been invested. Aocordin~>
ly, on the 1st December, 1914, the Syndicate appli~d 
to the Government for a temporary loan a<>ainst these 
securities, as theit· sale at the prices then current 
would entail heavy loss upon the University. On 
the 16t.h March, 1915, the application was refused ; 
the result was that the securities were sold 
in the open market at a loss of nearl,v fo,ty 
thousn.nd rupees. We cannot overlook that, in 
their letter, for the fir~t time, the Government 
stated that they felt themselves unable to consider 
this. or any other request regarding these matters, 
unless they received a clear statement of the 
general policy of the University in this respect and 
of the proposed College of Science in particular. 
It is unnecessary to set out here the cm·respondence 
which thereupon ensued between the U nivet·sity n.nd 
the Government of India; tbe relevant documents 
have already been printed and will be found in the 
Appendix to the Minutes of the Senate, dated the 
3rd January, 1920. It is sufficient for our present 
purpose to state that the ultimate result of a pro
tracted correspondence was that, on the 9th August, 
1917, the Government of India sent the following 
intimation to the l:niversity : 

· "In reply I am to say that the Government of 
India propose to defer consideration of the question 
of ~ranting financial assistance in this connection 
to the University, pending receipt of the recom
mendations of the proposed Calcutta University 
Commission." 

Notwithstanding this regrettable attitude of the 
Government ofTndia, the University steadily proceeded 
with the work of the College of Science and Technology. 
The adoption of this course was fully justified by .an 
event which followed. On the 22nd December, 
1919, Sir Rashbehary Ghose offered to place at the 
disposal of the University three and a half per 
cent. Government securities of the nominal value of 
Rs. 11 43,000, which would produce an annU!~l 
income' of Rs. 40,005, to be applied exclusively for 
purposes of technological instruction a.nd r~search, 
by the establishm.ent of t~vo new U mv:ers1ty P~o
fessorships of Apphed Chemistry and Applied Physics 
and four research studentships. 

The amount spent on the University College of 
Science durin"' the last ten years may now be set out 
in the form of" a tabular statement under the principal 
heads of expenditure : 
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The above statement shows that the total 
expenditure on the University College of Science and 
Technology up to 80th June, 192'2, has been 
Rs. 18,62,155. This sum has been contributed as 
follows: 

1. Contribution from the annual 
Government of India Grant 
of Rs. 65,000 

2. Contribution from Sir Tarak
nath Palit Fund ... 

3. Contribution from Sir Rash
behary Ghose Fund 

4. Tuition fees from students 
5. • Contribution from the Fee 

Fund of the University 

TOTAL Rs. 

Rs. 

1,20,000 

2,98,095 

8,78,166 
66,681> 

9,99,209 

18,62,lri5 

What we desire to emphasise is that, while the 
University has contributed from its Fee Fund nearly 
ten lacs of rupees to supplement the tuition fees and the 
income of the Palit and G hose funds, only one lac and 
twenty thousand rupees have been contributed by the 
Government of India in ten years from the public 
funds. There is no room for controversy as to the fact 
that the financial embarr1ssment of the University 
is attributable very largely to the expenditure on 
the College of Science. ~'he position would have 
been enth·ely different if the Government of India had, 
even in some measure, fulfilled its obligation to the 
cause of development of higher Rtudies by rendering 
liberal financial assistaMe to • the University in 
recognition of the unparalleled gifts of Sir 'l'araknath 
Palit and Sir Rashbehary Ghose. To select the figures 
for recent years and to confine our attention to them 
alone, cannot but create a misleading impression 
as to the part played by the University and the 
Government respectively in the matter of the 
establishment of a University College of Science and 
Technology for advanced instruction and research. 
It may be maintained without fear of contradiction 
that now, under the auspices of the University, higher 
instruction in scientific subjects is imparted and 
research work of recognised value is carried out on a 
more adequate scale than had bean found practicable 
when the matter was exclusively in the hands of the 
Local Government with all its resources. One learned 
Member of the Council, with an impressive air of 
erudition, did, indeed, quote a number of subjects, 
which, in his opinion, should have been undertaken 
by the University, such as "Mining, Agriculture, 
Industry, Commerce, Entomology, Nautical Science, 
Forestry, 1\:Ietallurgy, Science of Leather Industr!es 
or of Textile Industries." We are unable to surmLSe 

• Oat of thia sum Ba. 34,788-2..S WM contributed from tho Fee Fund 
daring 1920-21 for purposes of the Lnboratory (in addition to the sum 
contributed fo't' the salary of University teachers in tho Depnrtmoot of 
Science). The allegation made to the contrary by one of the apeakerl fa 
untrue. 
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whether this list is ba.•ed on the .en_ume1•ati?n of 
b'ecls which the University CommissiOn considered 

su J I d" U . 't. it ad-ranta~eous or desirable for an n ian m~ei'Si ) 
to undertake, as funds should become av~ilab.le. · 
(Vol. v, p. 286.)• The member of the Legislat~ve 
Council did not, however, indicate who should provide 
the necessary funds, and was p7rhaps no~ aware 
that in two at least of these subJects-Agriculture 
and Commerce-the University had staff ready for 
work and that in one of them-Commerce-work 
had 'already been commenced by the University, 
notwithsta~ding financial stringency. . 

At this point it is our duty to draw attentwn 
to events which happened during the last year. 
On the 5th February, 1921, the Registrar, under the 
instruction of the then Vice-ChAncellor (approved by 
the ~yndicate on the 11th February, 1921), addressed ' 
the following letter to the Government of Bengal, 
askin"' for financial assistance towards the develop
ment "of higher teaching in the University, specially 
technological and agricultural instruction: 

' I am directed by the Vice-Chancellor and Syndicate 
to reque.t yon to place before th• Hon'ble the :\linister in 
char~e of Education this application for financial assistance for 
the development ·of teaching work in accordance with the 
recommeodations of the Calcutta University Commissio•1. 

Panl!Zraph 54 of Chapter LI of the Report of the Com
mission (Vol. V, pp. 282-83) is in these terms : 

" The post-graduate scheme de..<crihed in Chapter XV is 
carried on at a cost of more than 5 lakhs of rupees, of which 
Rs. I ,25,000 is derived from lecture fees. The Government of 
India has contributed towards the cost, first, by founding three 
chairs and two readerships at an annual cost of Rs. 40,000; and 
secondly, by a grant of Rs. 15,000 for the post-graduate classes 
in general. The balance, more than half of the total, is taken 
from the general funds of the University, which are, in fact, 
derived almost wholly from the profits on examinations. Fees 
at the Matriculation, Intermediate, and B. A. Examinations 
have been increased in order to meet these charges. The 138 
full-time University Lecturers who provide the bulk of the 
instruction are paid salaries, varying in amount, which averag~ 

* The speaker apparently did not appreciate the importance 
of creation and maintenance of University Chairs even in the 
studies of his choice, for be proceeded to remark, '·' what. useful. 
purpose will be served by the creation of these Chairs, one fails 
to understand; creation of Chairs for higher studies dissociated 
from preliminary and secondary courses is worse than placina 
a marble dome on a mud-built wall.'' The speaker could not 
ba•e been aware that experience has already shown that new 
departments of study are most effectively organised under the 
guidance of University Professors; this applies as much to 
development of studies of Univer~ity grade as to the training of 
teach e ... as a necessary preliminary to the introduction of the 
subject:" in secondary and primary stages. That the importance 
of the Improvement of secondary courses is fully realised by the 
University is clear from the action already taken by the ~enate 
for reconstruction of the Jlfatriculation Examination. The 
destruction of" a marble dome," where it exists may amuse the 
i~·ilo,~~·t; but. wh:-t should appeal most to "peo'ple's representa
tives 18 to ma.mtam the marble dome anti to provide money 
for the substitution of stone for "mud" walls as early as 
practicable. 
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Rs. ~25 per me~sem or £180 per annum, 'rhe funds do not 
permtt these ~alarte~ to.he increased, not• is atty superannuation 
sche.me provtded; 1t 1s, consequently, difficult to retain the 
set·vtces of some of the abler teachers. It would demand an 
ndditional expenditure of about 1! lakhs to increase the avcrn<>e 
salary to Rs. 300, which is not excessive for this arnde of work . h ~ • 
seemg t at we have suggested Rs. 200 a.s the avera<>e for those 
of the College Teachers who are not Heads of Deparlments.:• 

The recommendation of the Commission has received a<ldi
tio•!•l strength. from recent events. It has hem brought to the 
nottce of the Vtce-r.hancellot• that appointments in the Dacca 
University have been offered to members of the Calcutta 
Unh·orsit.y staff on much higher salaries than the Calcutta 
Uni~ersity l.>as found it hitherto possible to pay them. To take 
one tllustratlon, a member of the Post-Gt.,.duate staff in Philo
sophy, who is in receipt of a salary of Rs. ~00, has been offered 
an appointment in the Dacca University on a minimum salary 
of Rs. 500 with periodical increments. The Vice-Chancellor 
and Syndicate a1·e not able to appreciate the justification for 
placing public funds at the disposal of the Dacca University 
authorities, with the inevitable result that they are enabled to 
take awaJ members of the Post-Graduate staff by offer of higher 
salaries. If public funds are available for development of higher 
teaching in Bengal, the Calcutta University is manife•tly 
entitled to a. fair share thereof. I am, accordingly, directed to 
request that a. grant o£ one and a quarter lakhs be made for 
salaries of the Post-Graduate staff during the session 1921-22, 
as recommended by the Commission. 

I am, further, directed to request that a capital grant of 
Rupees Ten Lakhs m~y be made for extension of 'l'echnological 
studies, as recommended by the Commission in Paragraph 75 of 
Chapter Ll of their Report. '!'he Government of Bengal are, 
no doubt, aware of the organisation which exists in the Univer
sity College of Science and Technology for teaching in Science, 
Pure and Applied. The College of Science owes its existence in 
the main to the munificence of the late Sir Taraknath Palit and 
the Hon'ble Sir Rasbbehary Ghose. The gift made by the former 
(money and land) is worth 15 lakhs of rnpees; the endowment . 
created by the latter exceeds 20 lakhs of rupees. The income of 
the two endowments has to be applied principally in the 
maintenance of ei.,ht Chairs and sixteen Research Students. 
The Chait'S al'e n~w held by scholars of the highest academic 
distinction: 

Palit Profeosor of Chemistry 

Pa.lit Professor of Physics 
Gbose Professor of Applied 

:Mathematics. 
Ghose Professor of Chemistry 

Ghose Professor of Phyoics 

Ghose . Professor 
tural Botany. 

of Agricul

of Applied 

Sir P. C. Ray, Kt., Ph.D., 
D.Sc., C. I.E., F.C.S. 

Nlr. C. V. Raman, M.A. 
Dr. S. K. Banerjee, D.Sc. 

Dr. P. C. J'<Iitter, M.A., Ph.D. 
(Berlin). 

Dr. D. M. Bose, M.A., B.Sc., 
Ph.D. (Berlin). 

Dr. s. P. Agharkar,M,A,,Ph.D. 
(Berlin). 

Dr. P. N. Ghosh, M.A., Ph.D. G hose Professor 
Physics. 

Ghose Professor 
Chemistry. 

of Applied Dr. H. K. Sen, M.A., D.Sc. 
(London). 

The balance of the income of these endowments, which is left 
after payment of the salaries of these Professors and of scholar
ships to the research stude!'ts, is quite i_nade~uate for equipment 
of the respective Laboratortes. The 1 fm~erstty .has, conseq~ently, 
found it necessary to devote a large portton of •ts current tncome 
from year to yelll' to the construetion of .the Labora~ry build
ings, and the equipment of the Labomtortes. Some tdea of the 
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sums which have. been spent by the University will be gained 
from the following statement : 

Cost of erection of Pal it Laboratory Building 
at 9t, Upper Circular Road . 

Equipment for the Laboratory (Phystcal, 
Chemical, and Biological) 

Rs. 

8,89,427 

3,84,882 

TOTAL 7,23,809 

Be.; des this the U niversitv maintains two Chairs, one for 
Botanv. and the other for :Zoology. The former is held by 
Dr. P: Briihl, D.Sc., who is on the grade of Rs. 800-50-1,000, 
and the latter, by llrr. S. l\Ianlik, l\I.A. (Cantab.l, who is on the 
"rade of Rs. 600-50-800. To carry on the work in each Depart:
:'nent, the University has found it necessary to employ a number 
of Assistant Professors, Lecturers, and Demonstrators, whose 
aggregate salary amounts to Rs. 3,525 per '?onth. Notwit~
standin!\' all these arrangements, the Umverstty has found tt 
impossible to undertake instruction in Technology and Applied 
Science on anything approaching an adequate scale. This is a 
matter for deep regret, specially in view of the fact that the 
last gift of the Hon'ble Sir Rashbebary Ghose was made ex
presslv for development of technological teaching, and the Chair 
of BOtany first created by him was expressly intended for 
improvement of agricultnral instruction. The authorities of the 
Science College have bad ready for some time past a carefully 
prepared programme of work for the development of technolo
gical instruction, and its outline may be set forth here for 
infonnation of Government' 

(A) Applied Chemistry 
(B) Applied Physics 
(C) Applied Botany (including Agriculture) 
(D) Library cf the Science College ... 

Rs. 
4,65,000 
2,10,000 
2,00,000 
l ,23,000 

TorAL 10,00,000 

In Chemistry (A), the most essential need is an adequate 
workshop : this, it is estimated, will cost Rs. 2,25,000, namely, 
Rs. 75,000 for building and Rs. 1,50,000 for appliances. It is 
proposed to undertake instruction in Chemistry of Leather and 
Chemistry of Dyes. Besides this, it is proposed to have arrange
ments for practical instruction in the manufacture of some of 
the following: 

Sulphuric Acid, Glass, Paper and Pulp, Lime, Mortar and 
Cement, Sugar, Soap, Candle and Glycerine, Paints and Pig
ments, and Oik Apart from these, factory appliances, like disinte
grators, centrifugals, filter-presses, hydraulic presses, vacuum 
pans, etc., would be indispensable, Theoe would require a grant 
of 2 lakhs of rupees to enable the College authorities to make a 
good beginning. Finally, at least Rs. 40,000 would be needed 
for even a small laboratory for technical analysis. This brings 
np the figure for the Department of Chemistry to Rs. 4,61),000. 

In the Department of Applied Physics (B), it is intended to 
undertake work in Applied Electricity, in the testing aud 
standardisation of instruments, in Applied Optics (includinoo 
lllumination Engineering), in Pyrometry, and in Applied 
Thenno-Dynamics (including a study of the efficiency of 
different types of Heat Engines). An estimate of Rs. 2,10,000 
is manifestly a very modest demand for so important a work. 

In the Department of Botany (C), it is intended to undertake 
instruction in Agriculture. The most urgent need is an ex
perimental fann, which need not be situated in the immediate 
neigb)>ou~hood of Calcutta. A site in some place easily accessible 
by rail wtll meet the needs of our students. The acquisition of 
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land and the construction and equipment of a farm will cost at 
l~ast a lakh of rupees. Another one lakh will enable the Univer. 
srty Professors to complete the arrangements which have 
already been begun in Palit Hou•e at 85 Balligunj Circular 
Road. 

The remain.ing item (D) is the Library of the University 
College of Scrence. F'or porpoS<•s of instruction on the most 
!"o?ern lines in such su~jects as Chemistry, Physics, and Botany, 
tt rs absolutely esseottal to ncquire the chief journals and 
standard works of reference. A sum of Rupees One Lakh and 
Twenty-five Thousand will enable the University to procure not 
all, bu~ rranr, of the most pressing requisites. 

It ts obvtous that a recurring gr.nt would be needed for the 
purpose of carrying out efficiently the work of teclllloloaical and 
agricultural instruction from year to year. The Vicc.dhancellor 
ana Syndicate do not, however, press for a tecurriDN "'rant 
during tl•e ensuing session, and they will he content to~ t~ilise 
the capital g-rant, which may be plact·d at, their disposal with the 
assistance of their present staff. ' 

The Vice-Chancellor and Syndicate, accordin<>ly, r·equest 
that provision may be made for a capitalllrant of 7tupees Ten 
Lal;bs for the development of technological studies in conrwction 
with the University Collel!:e of Science, in addition to the "rant 
of Rupees One Lakh and Twenty-five Thousand for the s~lary 
of Post-Gr.duate Teachets.' 

To this letter the Government of Bengal replietl 
on the 15th November, 1921, in the following 
terms: 

" I am directed to refer to your letter No, G-345, dated the 
5th }'ebrnary, 1921, in which you ask fora grant of Rs. 1,25,000 
for improvement of the Post-Graduate Department of the Cal. 
eutta University and a capital grant of rts. I 0,00,000 for ex ten. 
sion of technological studies. Both these proposals are based on 
the recommendations of the Calcutta University Commission's 
Report. 

The present financial condition of the Government of 
Bengal is well-known to the Calcutta University. 'fhe Uni· 
versity is, no doubt, aware that representations were made by 
this Government to the Govet·nment of India about the need 
of improving the finances of the Province. It was not possible 
to reply to your letter nn~il the Governme?t o~ India bad 
considered these representahons, and the rehef smce granted 
by the Government of India is so inadequate that unless fresh 
sources of revenue are m~tde available, very drastic retrench
ments will have to be undertaken in all Departments. The 
University will, therefor·e, realise that there is no immediate 
prospect of carrying into effect the recommendations of the 
Sadler Commission. 'l'he Government of Bengal, however, 
propose shortly to addreso the G?vern~ent of India, protesting 
aO'ainst. the madequa.cy of 6nanmal rehef, ai, among other con .. 
,;quences, inevitably leading to the postponement of Unh·ersity 
reforms on the lines of the S"•ller Commission's report. The 
Government of Bengal in the Ministry of Education regret to 
sav that as in their present financial position, reforms on 
th·e lines 'of the Sadler Commission's Report cannot possibly be 
contemplated, they ure unable to grant either of the reque~ts 
contained in the letter under reply. Government further dcstre 
to take this opportunity of sngge~ting: that, in the present critical 
financial position both of th~ Umverstty and of the Governme~t, 
the University may find 1t desrrublc not to try.to expan~ 1ts 
activities till fresh sources of revenue are made a variable to tt. 

I am to add that, although the Calcutta University has 
made no representation to Government ~bout the necessity of 
relief for its immedia!e. needs, the attentto~ of Gove~nmen~ ha< 
been drawn to its crrhcal and embarra.mng fiuancral posthon 
from the published proceedin~ and reports. Under cel'iain 



20 

conditions and •object to certain contingencies .the ~overnme~t of 
Beng.l are willing to help the Calc:utta Umverstty to extricate 
itself from its more immediate financtal embarras~ments and any 
representation for a.ssistan<·e on a modest scale wbtch the C~lcutta 
University desires to place before the Government wtll Le 
sympathetically considered. 

Finallv I am to sa.v that, although fot• the reason stated 
above no. formal reply could be earlier given to the lett~r under 
reply: the provisional views of . ~overnment .were. v~~bally 
communicated to responsible anthor1bes of the Untverstty. 

This letter, though disappointing in the imme· 
diate result, need not be regarded as discouraging in 
tone. It may be pointed out, however, that there 
was no "'round for the apprehension that the Univer
sity mi';'.ht try to expand its activities before fresh 
solirces ~f revenue had become available. The Uni· 
versity had asked for assistance only to carry out in 
a suitable manner the great work of advanced in
struction and research in Science and Technology, 
which it bad been privileged to initiate by reason 
of the munificence of Sir Taraknath Palit and Sir 
Rashbebary Ghose,long before the appointment of the 
University Commission and tht- formulation of their 
scheme of University reconstruction. But it is gratify. 
ing to record that while the Government of India had 
failed to assist the University in a befitting manner 
and the Government of neng~tl could only express 
regret for its inability to promote the work of the 
University in these directions, yet another splendid 
donation was received by the University. The gift 
made by the late Kumar Guruprasad Singh of Khaira 
amounted to five and a half lacs of rupees, and the 
University was able last year to devote three of the 
five chairs, maintained out of that endowment, to 
Physics, Chemistry, and Agriculture-each of these a 
subject within the scope of the activities of the 
College of Science and 'Iechnology. 

The substance of the matter is that while the 
University has persistently striven, during the last ten 
years, often under extremely adverse circumstances 
to maintain a College of Science and Technology, th~ 
Government of, India and the Government of Bengal· 
have not yet helped the institution in a manner 
worthy of its gr .. at founder~. In such circum
stances, criticism, not accompanied by practical 
manif~~tation of good-will and sympathy, is not likely 
to famhtate the performance of a difficult task. 

PosT-GRADUATE TEACHING IN ARTS 

Before we deal with the charges brought against 
the work of the Post-Graduate Depattment in Arts 
it is necessary to state in a brief compass tb~ 
origin and pre~ent position of that department · but 
it is n!Jt essential for our present purpose to trace 
the development of Post-Graduate Teachin.,. in the 
University, under the Regulations framed ln 1906 
and ~fore the introduction of the system now i~ 
Qperatwn. 
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In 1916, the Government of India appointed 
a Committee to advise them on the best method 
of consolidation of Post-G1·aduate studies. The 
Committee consisted of Mr. Hornell, Dr. Hayden, 
Mr. A.ndeyson, Dr. Sea\ Dr. Howells, Dr. P. C. Ray, 
Mr. Ham1lton, Mr. '' ordsworth and Sir Asutosh 
Mookerjee 1\S Chairman. On th~ 12th December 
1916, the Committee presented a unanimou; 
report, which outlined a comprehensive scheme of 
reconstruction. 'fhe Government of India expressed 
their approval of the Report with the concurrence 
of Lord Carmichael, who was, at the time, Rector 
of the University. 'fhe Government of India then 
forwarded the Report to the Senate for consideration, 
with the intimation that, if the scheme framed 
by the Committee should find favour with the 
Senate, the Government would be prepared to accord 
theh· sanction to it. After a prolonged debate, the 
Senate adopted the principle formulated in the lteport 
and framed Regulations with a view to carry it into 
immediate execution. Lord Ronaldshay, who had, 
meanwhile, succeeded Lord Carmichael as Rector,after 
independent examination of the scheme became, as he 
himself stated in his Convocation Address in 1920, 
its "convinced supporter" and "g1~ve to it all the 
support which was within his power." On the 2uth 
June, 1917, the Government of India accorded their 
sanction to the Regulations for Post-Graduate 
Teaching in various branches of Arts and Science. 
Since then, the Regulations have been amplified with 
the S!tnction of the Government concerned, and new 
subjects. have been taken up for study and research, 
such as Indian Vernaculars, Anthropology, Ancient 
Indian History, and Commerce. The scheme now 
in operation is thus the result of deliberate thought 
and anxious discussion on the part of all the 
authorities C'Jncerned.* The. financial aspect of the 
matter was manifestly kept well in mind by the 
framers of the Regulations when they inserted the 
following provision in section 45 of Chapter XI of 
the Regulations : 

"From the date of commencement of the Regu• 
lations contained in this chapter, a fund shall be 
constituted for the promotion of Post-Graduate 
studies, to be called "The Post-Graduate Teaching 

* It is important to recall . in this connectio~ tha.t such o£ 
the University Chail'1! as are mamtamed out of Umvel'1!tty funds 
and not out of endowments have all been established, as required 
by Sec. 1 of Chap. IX of the Regulations, with the previous 
consent of the Government of India. 1'be Carmichael Pr.ofes
sorsbip of Ancient Indian History and .Culture was e~tahhs~ed 
in this m•nner in l9H, the Professorship of Comparattve Pht!o. 
logy in lvl3, the two Professorship~ in English L.anguage and 
Literature in 1913, the Professorshtp of Botany m 191?, the 
Professorship of Zoololp' in 19~7, a~d the Professorship of 
International Law, Pubhc and Provate, m 1919. 
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Fund." To such fund there shall be annually 
credited 

(a) grants from Government and benefactions 
made specifically for this purpose by 
donors; 

(b) fees paid by students in the Post-Graduate 
classes; 

(c) one-third of the fees realised from candidates 
for the liatricultttion, I.A., I.Sc., B.A., and 
B.Sc. Examinations; and 

(d) such other sums as the Senate may, from 
time to time, direct." 

.At the time when the Regulations were framed, 
the fees payable by candidates for the Matriculation, 
LA., I.Sc., and B.A. examinations were raised 
from Rs. 12, Rs. 25, Rs. 25, Rs. 35 to Rs. 15, 
Rs. 30, Rs. 30, Rs. 40, respectively, with the proviso 
that one· third of the fees realised, including the fees 
for the B.Sc. examination (which remained unaltered), 
must be credited to the Post-Graduate. Teaching 
Fund. It was fully anticipated that this contribu
tion by itself would not be sufficient to enable the 
University to discharge the obligation imposed upon 
it, and that reliance would have to be placed upon 
grants from the Government, upon private benefac
tions, and upon such other sums as the Senate might 
from time to time find it practicable to vote from its 
general income. Economy and efficiency cannot be 
measured by a mathematical standard ; but, subject 
to the obvious reservation that an educational institu
tion maintained for the Advancement of Learning 
cannot be run on commercial lines, the system has 
been carried out with euch economy as is consistent 
with efficiency. We are aware that the suggestion 
has been repeated from time to time that the salaries 
paid to Post-Graduate teachers were unusually liberal 
and that they were overpr.id and underworked. This 
criticism is sufficiently answered by the significant 
fact that lecturers in the Post-Graduate Department 
have been eagerly sought after by promoters of new 
Universities and Heads of Government Departments 
who have offered them more liberal salaries and more 
attractive terms than this University has ever been in 
a position to hold out. • A new line of criticism has 

* In this category may be included, amongst others, Dr. 
llrajendranath Seal (Mysore), Dr. Ganesb Prasad (Benares) 
Dr. Ramescbandra Majumdar (D.wca), Mr. Krishna Binod 
Saba (Daooa), Mr. Haridas Bhattacbaryya (Dacca), Mr. 
Nalinimoban Bose (Dacca), Mr. Satyendranath Bose (Dacca) 
Mr. Sahidollah (Dacca), Dr. Jnanendracbandra Ghose (Dacca{ 
Mr. Surendranath Majumdar (Patna), Dr. Radbakamai 
Mookerjee (Lncknow), Mr. Bhujangabhushan Mookerjee 
(Locknow), Mr. Praphullacbandra Bose {Indore), Mr. K. G. 
Naik (B.,.oda), Mr. A. K. Chanda (1. E. S.), Mr. B. N. 
8"":1 (1. E. S.), Mr. Durgagati Chattoraj (P. E. S.), Mr. 
Abtnascbandra Saba (P. E. S.), Mr. Anantaprasad Banerjee 
(1'. E. S.), Mr. Dbireschandra Acharyya (P. E. S.), Mr. 
Panchanandas Mookerjee (P. E. S.), Mr. Ramaprasad Chanda 
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ho~ever. recently found some favour, namely, that the 
U mvers1ty need not undertake instruction in subjects 
w~ich. do. ~ot attract a large number of students. This 
obJection, 1! allowed.to prevail, would sweep away most 
of the subJects whwh are peculiary well-suited for 
study and research in an Indian University, and 
are thus calculated to justify its el[istence as an 
oriental se>tt of learning. It will further be found 
.that not a few lecturers have to work in more 
than one department, and some of them moreover are 
in charge ?f large under-graduate classes in subjects, not 
taken up m most of the affiliated Colleges in the city. • 
On the other hand, the fact cannot be ignored that 
the University Commission recoramended (Report, 
Vol. 5, p. 282) that, apm·t from all questions qf 1'e
constrtwtion of the University, a grant of Rs. 1,25,000 
a year should be made by the Government with a 
view to increase the salaries of the members of the 
Post-Graduate staff which, on an average, amounted 
to Rs. 225 a month and should not, according to the 
Commission be, on an average, less than Rs. 300 a 
month. Indeed, one of the .members of the Council 
conceded that the University professors were ill
paid and their tenure of office transitory, though 
he did ·not proceed to advocate liberal assistance 
from the State to remedy this state of things. 
It will also. be recalled that, in anticipation of 
probable financial stringency as the result of the 
Great War, the Senate sought the sanction of the 
Government to a proposal for increase in the exami
nation fees. The Government declined to accord the 

(Arch.,ological Dept..), Mr. S. N. Bal (Botanical Dept.) 
Mr. Srinivasa Rao (Zoological Dept.), Dr. Sudhansukumar 
Banerjee (Meteorological Dept.), Mr. Cbinmayanandan 
(Meteorological Dept.), Dr, Rasiklal Datta (Industries Dept.). 

* As an illustration we may mention that criticism has 
on this ground been directed against the Department of Pali 
amongst other•· It has been urged that to maintain a staff 
of 8 teachers for 8 Post-graduate students is indefensible 
waste of money. This overlooks, however, the undeniable fact 
that the number of teachers requisite for specialisation and for 
advanced instruction and research, depends very largely upon 
the extent and scope of the subject concerned. Moreover, these 
Post-graduate teachers in Pali have to t~ke part, alo~g wit~ two 
junior lecturers, in the work of 7 jumor. classes 10 Pah, for· 
Matriculation, First Year, Second Year, Thud Year Pass, Th1rd 
Year Honours Fourth Year Pass, and Fourth Year Honours 
students. Th; students in these classes number 200 on an 
average. The members of the staff in P.ali have also to deal 
with Pali as one of the basic lan<>'uages 10 the Department of 
Indian Vernaculars and with tbe History and Philosoph,v of 
Buddhism in the Department of Ancient Indian History. The 
Departments are, indeed, so correlated and !nterdependent that 
the abolition of one may involve the abohtwn of the others. 
Observations of a similar character apply w other departments, 
such as Arabic and Persian, and Antbropol.ogy. Thoul?h t~e 
number of Post-lraduate students in Arab•~ and P~rstan ts 
small, there are under-g:-aduate classes, whtch conta10 on an 
average 170 students. In. A!'throp~logy the numbe_r of Post
Graduate students is steadily mcreasmg; there are, beSides, under
graduate classes which contain about 140 students. 
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necessarY sanction, excE>pt to a limited extent. Mean~ 
while the expenditure in the general department of 
the University has appreciably increas.ed as the result 
of post-war conditions. At t~e same time, the steady 
rise in the income of the Umvers1ty bas been arrested 
bv the successive creation of ~he Patna University, the 
Ran,.oon University, the Dacca University, and the 
Dac;a Intprmediate Board. The embarrassment of 
the situation has, moreover, been accentuated b~' an 
unforeseen reduction in the number of candidates. at 
various examinations, which bas been attributed to 
political excitement spreading throughout the 
countrv. The present situation is thus attributable, 
not to "extravagance in providing for improved and 
increased facilities for advanced instruction of our 
students, but to accidental circumstances which were 
beyond control and could not have been anticipated. 

Another charge which has been brought against 
the University is that of duplicating the work of 
instruction available in other academic centres. .An 
imputation more unfounded than this cannot well be 
imagined. The truth is that this University has been 
the first in the field in the matter of Post-Graduate 
teaching and research, and while the grants it bas 
received from the State have not been increased for 
many years past, notwithstanding the steady and 
rapid expansion of its activities, other institutions 
have been created within its jurisdiction and are. 
being maintaine~ by liberal grants from the 
State, thus duplicating the work which had 
already been undertaken and performed by this 
University. 

We cannot, in this l!onnection, overlook the criti
cism that the Univei·sity bas undertaken instruction 
in subjects which are practically useless at the 
present moment. It is a novel theory that a Univer
si~y sho~ld conce~n itself solely, or even chiefly, 
w1th subJects, "which add to the material resources 
of the country"; that such a view can be seriously 
suggested by men who claim to have received a 
liberal education, makes it essential that we should 
not lose sight of the value and importance of cultural 
education. As has been observed by a writer of 

· eminence, t~ough Scie?ce may open . up prospects 
and careers, 1t does not mcrease the nation's spiritual 
stature, and nationality must look to its schools to 
its arts (in the largest sense of the word) to' its 
laoguage or languages, to its literature which con
veys the finest thought and deepest feelin<> of its 
past. The ideal here set forth has nothin<> 

0
narrow 

and exclusive about it. We cannot but feel that 
the speaker, who selected the departments of History 
and 'ribetan for disapproval, was not happy in his 
choice. There is no subject which demands more 
careful and comprehensive study than Ri~tory 
ancient and modern, western a_nd eastern, by India~ 
students, not only for success 1n academic career but 
also as a preparation for public life. .As regards 
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Tibetan, the speaker could not have bee11 aware that 
ours. i~ the ?nly Indian University, which makes 
proviSIOn for 1ts study, and that an exploration of 
t~e materials already collected is calcuhted to throw 
hg~t upon the darkest corners of Indian History 
du~1~1? the early centuries of the Christian era. 
CritiCISm of this type does not "ain stren <>th even 
when coupled with an assertion :manating "rrdm the 
"representatives of the people," that the Post
Graduate Department is " out of all proportion to 
the demand for higher studies at the present 
moment.". The plans for University development, 
wh~t~~r JUdged by work already accomplished or 
achv1tles yet to be undertaken, have been neither 
casual nor accidental, but are based on a definite 
conception of the true function of the University in 
the life of the Nation. We require more education 
and better education, and we have no doubt the 
demand for the highest type of education will in
crease as the requisite facilities become more and 
more available.* 

* It is interesting to compare the scope of activities of some 
of the modern Universities in ~nglaud with the sphere of work 
undertaken by this University. · 

According to the U nh·ersities Year Book, 1922, the 
University of Bristol, incorporated in 1909, has teaching provi. 
sion in the following subjects : · 

( l) Agriculture. (2) Anatomy. (3) Arabic, Armaic, etc. 
(4) Art. (5) Bio-Chemistry. (6) Botany. (7) Chemistry, 
Agricultural, Applied, Hygienic, and Physical. (8) Classics, 
(9) Dentistry. (10) Economics. (11) Education. (12) Engi
neerin<>. (13) English. (14) French. (15) Geography. (16) 
Geolo.;"y. (17) German. (18) Hebrew. (19) History. (20) 
Italia~. (21). La~v. (~2) Local Gover.n!"ent. (23) ~~the. 
matico, Apphed and Pure. (24) Medicme. (25) Mihtary 
subjects. (28) Mining. (~7) Palreontology .. (28) Philosophy. 
(29) Physics. (30) Physiology. (31) Pnbhc Health. (~2) 
Technology. (33) Theological subjects. (34) Zoology. 

The University of Birmingham, incorporated in 1900, provides 
facilities for study in the following subjects: 

(1) Accountinoo. (2) Agriculture. (S) Human Anatomy 
and Anthropology."' (4) Botany. (5) B~ewing. (6) 9bemis~ry. 
(7) Cla•sies. (8) Commerce. ,(9) pentlstry. (10) ~conomics. 
(ll) Education. (12) Engmeermg. (13) Enghsh. (H) 
French. (15) Geology and Mineralogy. (16) Germ?-"· 
(1?) History. (18) ltali~n. (10) Law .. (20) Mathema~ICS. 
(21) Medicine. (22) Metallurgy. (23) 1\immg. (a) M~mng, 
Petroleum Tech. (h) Mining, Coal and Snryeying. (<) .Mming, 
Metal. (d) Mine Rescue Work. (24) Music. (2G) Philosop_hy. 
(26) Physics. (27) Physiology. (28) Russian. (29) Spamsb. 
(SO) Zoology. . . . 

The U niverstty of Leeds, mcorporated m 1904.,. teaches. 
(1) Agriculture. (2) Anatomy. ,(3) Bio-Chem!stry. 

(4) Botany. (5) Chemistry. (6) Class!cs .. (7) Dentistry. 
(8) Economics. (9) Education. (10) Engmeenng. (11) Eng· 
]ish ·Lao. and Lit. (U) French. (13) Geography. (14) Geo
logy. (15) German Lan. and Lit. (16) Hebrew. (~ 7) 
Histology. (IS) History. (19) Law. (20) .ll~athematics. 
(21) Medicine. (22) Metallurgy. (23) Mmmg. (24) 
Philosophy. (25) Physics. (26) .Physio!ogy. (27) R~s· 
sian Lan. and Lit. (28) RU!Sian History and Musie. 
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Here we may conveniently_ set out the grants 
annually received )ly this University from the 
Government. • 

(1) Minto Professorship (Economics)-Rs.10,000 
since 1909-10, raised to Rs. 13,000 since 
1913-14. 

(2) Hardin"'e Professorship (l[athematics)-Rs. 
12,000 since 1912·13. 

(3) George . V Professorship (Philosophy)
Rs. 12,000 since 1912-13. 

(4) Laboratory (Science)-Rs. 12,000 since 
1912-13. 

(5) Readers-Rs. 4,000 since 1912-13. 
(6) University Post-Graduate Lecturers-

Rs. 15,000 since 1912-13. 
(7) Law Colle<>e---Rs. 20,000 since 1909-10. 
(8) Law College-Rs. 10,000 since 1912-13. 
(9) Inspection, General .A.dministration-Rs. 

25,000 since 1905-6.t 
(10) Travelling expenses of Fellows-Rs. 5,000 

since 1905-6. 
If these sums were considered essential for the 

needs of the University so many years ago, it is 

(29) Spanish Lan. and Lit. 130) Technology. (::11) Yeterinary 
Hygiene. (3~) Zoology. (33) Forestry. 

Under Technology we find 
(!) Coal, Gas, and Fuel industries. (2) Colour Chemistry 

and Dyeing. (·3) Leather Industries. (4) Textile Industries. 
. The University of ~ranchester, founded in 1880, provides 
instruction in the following subjects: 

(J) Accounting. (2) Agriculture. (:3) Anatomy. (4) Arabic. 
(5) Areb:wlogy. (6) Architecture. (7) Bankin!i(. (8) .Botany. 
(9) Chemistry. (10) Chinese. (11) Classics. (12) Commerce. 
(13) Crystallography. (14) Dentistry. (15) Economics. 
(16) Education. (17) Egyptology. (18) Engineering. (19) 
Electro-Technics. (20) English Language and Literature. 
(:1-J) French Language and Literature. (22) Geography. 
(23) Geology. (24) German and German Philology. (25) 
Hebrew. U6) Histology. (~7) History. (28) Italian Studies. 
(29) Law. (30) 1\lathematics. (3i) Medicine. (32) Metallurgy 
and :1\fetallography. (33) Mining. (34) Music. (85) Palre
ography. (36) Philology. (37) Philosophy. (38) Physics. 
(39) Physiology. (40) Political Philosophy. (41) Psychology. 
(42) Public Health. (43) Railways. (~4) Russian. (45) 
Semitic Languages and Literature. (46) Spanish. (47) 
Technology. (48) Theology. (49) Veterinary Science. 
(50) Zoology. 

* Besides the grants enumerated, there is a sum of 
Rs. 13,128 placed by the Local Government in the 
bands of the University for part payment of rent of 
houses occupied by students of affiliat.d colleges. This 
can in no sense be treated as a grant to the University. 
Under the Regulations, the duty is cast upon the Colleges 
to provide for suitable resirlences for such of their 
students as do not reside with legal or approved guardians. This 
grant was instituted with a view to diminish the burden which 
might otherwise have been thrown by the Colleges upon their 
students. 

t The cost of inspection of Colleges exceeds &. lH,OOO a 
year, leaving less than &. 7,000 a year available for the general 
administration of the University. · 
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undeniable that grants on a much more liberal 
scale from the public. funds would, p•·i•nd facie, be 
necessary now to meet tts steadily growin"' demands. 
What requires revision is not the ideal olthose who 
have devt~loped and carried on the ·work of 'Post
Gradua.t~ teac~ing in the University, often amidst 
unpropitious C!fcumstances, but the stand-point of 
t~ose who are ;ntrusted with the duty of promoting 
htgher educat10n by the assi"'nment of grants from 
public revenues. " 

While on this subject, we may draw attention to 
the remarkable fact that although the "'rant for Post
Graduate teaching has remained un~ltered durin" 
the last ten years, the introduction of the present 
system has actually resulted in pecuniary benefit 
to the Government of Bengul. 'rhe system, 
as is well known, is basecl upon the principle of 
co-operation between the Colleges and the U ni
vet•sity. ~funy of the Professors in the Presidency 
College have accordingly been appointed Uni
versity Lecturers. The University offers them au 
honorarium of Rs. 1,200 a ye11r each. The Govern
ment of Bengal receives the !Lmount from the Uni
versity and does not pay it to the Professors 
concerned. On the other hand, the authorities of 
the Presidency College have to pay over to the 
University the tuition fee recoverable from such 
Post-Graduate students as attach themselves to 
that College. The difference between the sum 
appropriated by the Government of Bengal and the 
sum paid by the Presidency College to the University 
shows a substantial balance in favour of the Govern
ment, as will appear from the following statement: 

1917-18 
1918-19 
1919-20 

Rs. 3,464 
... " 14,255 
... " 15,976 

Total Rs. 33,695 

It thus appears that the University has not 
only fttiled to induce the Government to !ncrease 
its contribution towards Post-Graduate teachmg, b_ut 
has actually enriched the Government through tts 
Post-Graduate depurtment .. It is also ~o~thy . of 
note that while controlis cla1med over the Umvemty 
as if it were a department of the ?overnment, the 
University is treat~u as an outstde body ":

7
hen 

revenue has to be levwd. Thus, a sum of Rs. 5,36~-11 
has been recovered from the University during the 

eriod between 1st July, 1920, and 30th June, 1922, 
~ customs duty on. laboratory inst~uments brought 
out for the U nivers1ty College of SCience, whereas no 
such duty is exacted from wha~ are known. ~s 
" Government Colleg~s." The mstances of CIVIC 

thou"'htfulness ment!Onfld above may, perhaps, 
indic~te the nature of the treatment hitherto accorded 
to the yniversity by the Government. 
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We feel bound to make some other observations 
bAfore we leave this topic. As prescribed by the 
Regulations an elaborate procedure has to be 
followed whenever an appointment is made in the 
Post-Graduate department. The matter has ~o be 
placed successively before the . Board of. H1gher 
Studies concerned, the Executive Committee, the 
Council, the Syndicate, and the Senate. Each 
nomination is liable to be challenged at every stage 
of this process, and the appointment, when made 
bv the Senate, is required to be notifierl to the 
Government for the possible exercise of a power of 
veto on <>rounds other than academic. Criticisms 
of a <>ener~l character to the effect that appointments 
thus ~ade have been often injudicious should not 
carry - weight with men of judgment and 
experience. Indeed, a careful study of the list of 
Post-Graduate teachers would make it manifest that 
appointments have been made with care and caution. 
During the last hvo or three years, there have been 
many instances where vacancies on the staff, due to 
death, resignation, or like causes, have not either been 
filled up at all in view of financial stringency, 
or have been filled up by the !l.ppointment of younger 
men on smaller salaries.• But it must be kept in 
view that every vacancy in the staff cannot be left 
open, even if a modest standard of efficiency is to 
be maintained, specially where the interests of 
students, who are already undergoing training in a 
subject, must be safeguarded. It should not also be 
overlooked that the conditions of service in an 
educational organisation of this character, which 
includes many a scholar of high academic attain
ments, cannot be modified all on a sudden. This 
remark is of special force when we bear in mind 
that many members of the staff hold appoint
ments for a specified term; but for such 
moderate security of tenure, it would have been 
impracticable to retain the services of competent 
men on the University staff. On the other hand, if 
it be maintained that Post-Graduate teaching should 
not have been undertaken by the University unless 
and until permanent guarantees of adequate grants 
could he obtained from the Government, experience 

*In this category are included the vacancies, amoooost 
others, in connection with Prof. Robert Knox, Mr. A. 'k 
Chanda, l\lr. Jyotischandra Ghosh and Miss Re"ina. Guha of 
the Depa~ment. of English; lllr. Surendranath Majumdar, Mr. 
Ra.dbagobmda. Basa.k and ~fr. Niranjaoprasad Cbakrabarti of 
the Departments of Sanskr!t and Pali; Gesbe Lobzan Targay 
and Lama Dawasa.mdup Kazt of the Department of Tibetan · 
Mr. ~lobitkumar Ghosh, Mr. Durga!:"ati Chattoraj MJ 
Krishnabinod S~ha, Mr. Prapbullachandra"Bose and Dr. Radb...: 
kama! )lookerJee of the Department of Economies · Dr 
llameschandra Majumdar, Mr . .Ra.mapraead Chanda and Mr. i · 
:M:..•uda o_f the Department of History; Mr. l'. K. Cbakrabarti, 
Mr. B. N. Seal, Mr. H. D. Bbattacharyya and Dr. R. D. Khan 
of the Department of Philosophy ; and Mr. Sahidullah of the 
D•partment of Ind1-an Vernaculars. 
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renders the conclusion highly probable that there 
would never have been established a Teachin<> Uni
versity in Calcutta. Further, the fact 1';'emains 
t~at .the Gl)vernment .of India, tliough relnctant to 
gtve mcreased financial assistance to this University 
fo_r t~e deyelopment of higher teaching, have found it 
Wlthm the.u means to provide large sums of money for 
the estabhshmeot of aU niversity at Dacca and in spite 
of their own increasing financial emba;rasst~ents a 
University at Delhi. The fundamental importan'ce 
of the idea of a Teaching University, which hns been 
first put forward and carried out in Calcutta, is now 
appreciated all through India, and Governments, 
imperial and local, have shewn their readiness to pro
mote the development of Teaching Universities-with 
the exception of Bengal, so far as Calcutta alone is 
concerned. Notwithstanding repeated assurances by 
the Government of India that the applications of 
this University for financial assistance towards the 
development of higher studies would be considered, 
the que~tion, as we have seen, has been put off from 
time to time on a val'iety of grounds, till ultimately 
that Government severed all connection with this 
U niversit.y. We cannot pass overin silence the fact 
that the Government of India incurred heavy expendi· 
ture by the appointment of a Commission in the 
expectation that a scheme of reconstruction might 
be framed for the University of Calcutta. Lord 
Chelmsford, in his Convocation Address, delivered on 
the 16th December, 1918, held out hopes that if 
the "Commission were unanimous in their main 
recommendations, he would lose no time in giving 
effect to them." To be brief, these hopes have not 
b~en fulfilled. Meanwhile, the Government of Bengal 
have pleaded their ina~ility to re~der financial 
assistance on account of the1r own finanCial embarrass
ment. 

It will be interesting to note here that the Govern
ment of India, while appointing the Post-Gt•aduate 
Committee in 1916, stat.ed, for the i1iformacion of the 
Committee, that it should frame its recomm~nda
tions .merely with a view to the best expendtture 
of existing funds and should understand that further 
grants for post-graduate educat!o~ cou!d not be 
expected in the near future. 1:hts plamly could 
n~t be taken to have abrogated the position 
indicated in the letters from the Government of 
India, dated the 14th January, 1913, a~d t~e 23rd 
December, 1913, in reply t<? the applicatiOn;'. of 
the University for financial asststance m re?o9mt10n 
of the great endowments created by S1r rarak
nath Palit and Sir Rashbehary Ghose. We must 
further remember that even after the report of the 
Post-Graduate Committee had been ac~~pted. by t~e 
Government of India, they stated explicJtly, m. thetr 
letter of the 9th August, 1917, that the 9 ues~JOn of 
oorantinoo financial assistance to. the Umvers1ty for 
the pu~poses of higher teaching was-not finally 
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. " "nst the University-but only deferred 
decide? agai . t f the recommendations of the "pendmo- rece1p o. . . , · 

dUniversity Comnuss10n. . h 
pro'{:;e close this section of our report w1t a 

e. may f the expenditure on Post-Graduate 
com\-r!so~ oArts and Science respectively. The 
Teac mg m ut the number of students 
followinhg .tda.bll~ns tsh~ ;ifth and Sixth Year Classes on eac s1 e 
during the years 1920-21 and 1921-22 : 

AllTS. 

1920.21. 1921-22. 

5th.yearl6th-yearl Total 5th-year Jatb-year I Total 

313 228 541 24Q 158 398 English ... 
47 12 16 28 Sanskrit ... 25 22 

6 5 3 8 2 4 Pali ... 
9 5 4 9 6 3 Arabic ... 
7 5 4 9 3 4 Persi&n .. 
3 Comparative Philology 4 I 5 2 I ... 

16 16 32 32 20 52 Indian Vernaculars ... 
147 53 43 96 8<; 62 Philosophy ··· 

II 4 15 3 2 5 Experimental Psychology 
109 54 163 57 59 116 History 

:::r 20 20 19 9 28 Antbro:ro1ogy ... 
104 68 172 51 63 114 Economics 

•.. 1 

3'7 lOS 49 35 84 PQ.re llathema.tica 
... 1 

71 
17 35 Ancient Indian History ... 26 21 47 IS 

Commerce ... ... 110 ... 110 '"'I ... --,_ - -
i 815 528 1343 841 430 1071 

SCIENCE. 

1920-21. 1921-22. 

5th-year/6th-year I Total 5th-year /6th-year/ Total 

Applied Mathematics ... 27 22 49 17 14 I 
3! 

Physics ... 33 28 59 30 18 . 48 
Chemistry ... 27 26 53 28 20 43 
Botany ... 4 1 5 6 4 10 
Physioi"!!Y ... 6 6 12 7 6 13 
Geology ... 6 3 9 6 6 12 
Zoology ... 9 I 10 5 2 7 
Applied Chemistry ... 12 2 14 16 10 28 - - - - - -124 87 211 115 80 195 

It will be observed that whereas in 192(1-21, there 
were 1,34,3 students in the department of Arts, there 
were only 211 students in the department of Science ; 
in 1921-22 the respective figures were 1,071 and 195. 
Again, while the department of Arts included a.s 
many a.s fifteen distinct subjects, many of them 
consisting of several sections and sub-sections, there 
were only eight subjects in the department of Science. 
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~t is further worthy of note that three of the subjects 
m the department of Arts, namely, :Experimental 
~sycbology, Anthropology, and Pure 1\Iatbemn.tics, 
he on the border-land of Arts and Science if indeed 
they are not really included in the domain 'of Science: 
Apart from this, the fact cannot be ignored that the 
department of Arts in n.n Indian University must be 

· of an even more comprehensive character than in a 
wes~ern University, inasmuch as many of the 
subJects must be studied and investigated with 
reference to eastern as well as western conditions. 
For ins?tnce, subjects like History, Philosophy, and 
Economics have to be approached by the Indian 
student from a standpoint not quite identical with 
what appeals to a western student. Even if this 
factor be not taken into account, it will be found that 
in many western Universities, not specially devoted 
to Science, the scope of activities in the department 
of Letters is more comprehensive and involves the 
expenditure of a larger sum of money than the 
Science side. 

Finally, the implications of the suggestion 
that the expenditure on the science side from the 
University .Funds should be increased, are perhaps 
not always fully realised. Thus, if it were proposed 
to increase the number of students now annually 
admitted into the University College of Science, a 
substantial amount of capital expenditure would be 
inevitable, as additional builrlin~s and laboratory 
appliances would at once be needec:J.. The University 
cannot be expected to contribute continuously, from its 
precarious fee-income, large sums thus required 
for capital expenditure. It is also well-known 
that in a scientific subject which is always ac· 
companied by laboratory work, each student costs an 
app1·eciable sum in the way of recurring expenditure. 
It has been calculated, for instance, that in the depart
ment of Chemistry, the monthly expenditure on each 
student is nearly three times the tuition-fee paid 
by him. Far different is the position in the department 
of Arts where it is immaterial whether, for instance, 
forty o~ sixty students attend a class in Philosophy. 
It is desirable to add here that, apart from 
all these considerations, there exists a fundamental 
difficulty in the way of a substantial increase in the 
number of Post-Graduate students in the department 
of Science. Experien~e has shown tba~ the 
accommodation available for B.Sc. students 1n our 
affiliated Colle"'es is strictly limited, and the training 
which is receiv~d by many of them is not sufficiently 
thorou"'h so as to enable them to profit by a course of 
post-g;aduate study. This points to the conclusion 
that the affiliated Colleges themselves require to be 
strengthened, so that there may be a.la~ge~ supply 
of better qualified gra~uates for ad!DISSIOn mto the 
University classes. Th1s clearly ra1ses a problem 
which the University cannot be expected to solve 
by means of its unaided efforts. When the true facts 
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are correctly appreciated, it will, we think, be found 
that there is no ground for the imputation that the 

• University has unduly favoured the department of 
Arts to the detriment of the department of Science. 
It should also be borne in mind that while the 
department of Science has attracted notable 
endowments, there is nothin~ substantial which can 
be deemed worthy of mention in the d~>partment of 
Arts. Moreover, the grant from the public funds 
is equally inadequate in the case of both the 
departments. Consequently, the Arts side must 

· rely for its maintenance, in a much larger measure 
than the Science side, on the general fund of 
the U uivel'sity-unless, indeed, it is intended that 
the department of Arts should be starved out 
of existence. 

Before we pass on to the next point, we may set 
out, in the form of a tabular statement, the amount 
spent during thP. last ten years in the Department of 
Arts under the principal heads of expenditure : 
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This sum was met from : 
(I l Government grant for three Professorships 
{~) Goy~rn~ent grant for University Lecturers 
(3) Tuttton fees from students 

Rs. 

8,37,081 
1,50,000 
7,97,ld2 {4) University funds ... · ... 11:\,4·0,721 

TOTAL u.. 28,25,324 
The fig~res !n this table, when contrasted with 

those contamed m the table set out above re<>ardin<> 
the 1!niver~ity College of Science, bring int~ relief 
two v1tal po~nts .. In thto first place, the contl'ibution 
?"om the Uruvel'Slty Funds for Post-Graduate teachin"' 
m. Arts has no~ be~n unduly excessive in compariso~ 
With the contnbutlon to the College of Science. In 
the second place, ~hile .in the case of the Department 
of Arts, the Umvers1ty has not contributed even 
double the amount of tuition-fees, in the case of the 
Department of Science, the University has contribu
ted about fifteen times the amount of tuition-fees. 

MISUSE OF EVIDENCE 

We have up to this stage dealt with the more 
important criticisms contained in the speeches made 
by the Members of the Council. It is neither neces
sary nor practicable to take notice of every alle.,.ation 
made against the University, specially when,~ we 
shall presently see, some of the Members themselves 
admitted that they had no personal knowledge of 
University affairs. But we must draw attention to 
the attempt at what may not be unfairly described 
as an improper use of evidence. One of the speakers 
invoked the authority of two members of the Calcutta 
University Commission in support of his condemna
tion of the Post-Graduate system. He did not, how. 
ever, inform the Council that the two members 
whose opini~n he cited were in the minority and that 
.a contrary vtew had been adopted by the five mem
bers who formed the majority of the Commission.• 

* The majority refer to "the remarkable expansion of Post
graduate teaching- under the direct auspices of the University," 
and summarise their views in the following passage : 

"It has been achieved as a result o£ the new t~rinciple laid 
down in 1904, and by the help of large grants from the State, 
and private benefactions on a scale hitherto unexampled in Bengal. 
It showed that much could be done by the University to 
concentrate and consolidate the teaching •·esources of Calcutta. 
It showed that these resources were greater than had been 
supposed. It set, in some re~pects,. new standards of metb.od 
in University teaching, wbtch mtght be expected to exerctsc 
their influence in course of time upon the work of the colleges. 
Taken in· conjt•nction with the concurrent reorganisation of 
the coJleues rendered necessary by· the Act, and with the 
attempt t~ deal with the problem of students' residence rendered 
possible by large Government grants, it reprf!!'en~s an expen~i
ture of !about• and thouooht so "'reat, and a skdl 10 orgamsahon 
60 considerable as tJ: inspir~ solid hop~ for the future." 
(Report, Vol. I, p. 76.) 
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The speaker did not also place before the Council 
what the majority thought of the note appended to 
the report by the two membe!s _in minority. The 
following extract from the maJOrity report (Vol. V, 
p. 351) will make it obv~ous why the ~peaker ~id not 
mention these facts to h1s colleagues m Council : 

"We desire to sa.y that the appended notes were. ~ubmitted 
in their final form on the day fixed for the final rev1s1on of the 
last two chapters and for the si~rnatnre of. the repo~t. The 
principles concerned . have be~n ~ully considered durmg o~r 
sittin••s, and we thmk t.hat tt Will be found that every cruCial 
point"'raised in the notes is dealt with in some part of the 

. report. While we do not propose to discuss the details of 
our eollea<>ues' documents, we must not be regarded as accepting 
the interpretation placed . by them upon various passal(eS of 
the report to which· they refer; nor can we be regarded as 
accepting the accuracy of the statements made by them." 

We shall not pause to speculate what would have 
been thought of an advocate, who attempted to 
make a similar use of evidence or precedent in a 
court of justice. But we shall proceed at once to 
what seems us to be an even more striking instance 
of this tendency to make improper use of evidence. 
The same speaker invoked the authority of the late 
Sir Rashbehary Ghose, the greatest benefactor of 
the University, in support of his own disapprobation 
of the work of the University. He relied on the cir
cumstance that Sir Rashbehary Ghose had, by his 
testament, left the residue of his estate to the National 
Council of Education and not to the University-the 
implication was that Sir Rashbehary Ghose had lost 
faith in the University, or, at any rate, had" grave 
doubts " as to the competence or good faith of those 
who administered University affairs. The speaker, 
however, omitted to state that the very testament of 
Sir Rashbehary Ghose, which contained the residuary 
gift in favour of the National Council of Education 
(whereof he had been the President since its founda
tion), also contained a bequest of two and a half lacs 
of rupees in favour of the University, even though the 
University had already been the recipient of two 
princely gifts from him in 1913 and 1920. We need 
not deal with this point further, as the matter was 
mentioned by the Vice-Chancellor before the Senate 
on the 6th August, 1921 * 

* " This posthumous gift furnishes incontrovertible evidence 
that Sir Rashhebary Gbose retained to the last his confidence in 
this University. I make special reference to this aspect of the 
matter, because a persistent rum our has been current for some 
time past that a desperate attempt was made by more than one 
well-wisher of this University to create in the mind of our great 
benefactor an impression that the people, whom be had trusted 
with the earnings of a life-time, had proved themselves unworthy 
of his confidence. This story, if true, would only indicate the 
depth of possible depravity of human nature; on the other hand 
the story, if false, indicates the existence of men who are 11ot 
slow to calumniate even the mighty dead. For, do we not know 
that Sir RashbeharyGhose would be the last man in the world to 
listen to idle tale-bearers, or be guided by them in his actions? " 



35 

s~co';~. U~rj- ;p~~ker utilised his reference to the 
a ch g f . o lr Rashbehary Ghose to sustain 

arge ? g.rave dereliction of duty on the art 
~!he Umversity authorities, alleging that "lab~ra· 

rie~ and workshops for Applied Chemistr and 
Applied Phys~cs and for other such subjec{s ex· 
p~essly mentioned by Sir Rashbehary Ghose in 
hiS trust deed have not yet been earnestly taken up 
no~ C?mpleted, though a large sum must have b 
t!us ,time accumulated in the funds of the Unive!. 
Sity. The facts I"elevant in this connection have 
only to be narrated to establish cone! usively that 
the charge is entirely unfounded. Sir Rash behary 
Ghose made over to the University the securities 
comprised in. his second trust on the 16th March 1920 
The .annual income is Rs. 40,005; deductidg th~ 
salaries of the two professors of Applied Physics 
and Applied Chemistry and the stipends of the four 
scholars attached to them, a balance of Rs. 24,405 
·Would be left annually to meet the cost of equipment 
of laboratory and workshop as also current expenses. 
It is manifest that the balance thus available is 
totally inadequate for the purpose of equipment of 
a lah<,ratory and a workshop. This was fully realised 
by the Board of Management of the Ghosh Fund; by 
the Governing Body of the College of Science, and by 
the Syndicate, Whatever income accrued in the .shape 
of interest on the securities, was spent in the first 
instance for the equipment of a laboratory for the 
department of Applied Chemistry. It was cleal'ly 
impossible to meet, from the income, the capital ·ex- . 
penditure involved in the erection and equipment of 
a workshop. A detailed statement was accordingly 
drawn up by the Professor concerned, and on the 5th 
February, 1921, the Registrar, under the instruction 
of the then Vice-Chancellor (approved by the Syndi
cate on the 11th February, 1921), addressed a lett&r 
to the Government of Bengal asking for financial 
assistance. This letter has already been set 
out in an earlier part of. this report. Re
ference was made to the gift .of Sir Rashbehary 
'Ghose and it was pointed out that the most essential 
need .;as an adequate workshop which, it was esti· 
mated would cost Rs. 2,25,000, namely, Rs. 75,000 
for b~ilding and Rs; 1,50,000 for. appliances. .No 
answer was received m reP,IY to this request durmp-
a period of more than nme months; the U m
versity was then informed by a letter, dated the 
15th November, 1921 ~already set out), that 
no assistance could be g1ven by the Government. 
Meanwhile, the difficulties of the students, already 
under training, rapidly grew more an~ ~ore acut~. 
:But while ·the members of the Legislative .cou~c1l 

vioorous in their attack on the Umvers1ty, 
were " h 't' th 1 t th · University aut or1 1es emse ves were no 
·die They reduced the plans for tbe workshop to 
~h:·utmost eJrtent possible, and induced. a Calcutta 
firm· to undertake the work and to rece1ve payment 
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in four annual instalments, the first instalment of 
Rs 25 000 to be paid in advance. Even this sum, 
ho~eve~ was not available. Upon the advice of 
the Boa'rd of Accounts, with the concurrence of 
the Board of Management of the Ghosh Fund, 
supported by the opinions of leading counsel, . and 
with the sanction of the Senate, the SyndiCate 
thereupon applied to the High Court for permission 
to chan"'e the investment in the Ghosh Fund, so 
that au increased income might be obtained for the 
benefit of the Trust. The High Court granted the 
application. The history of this invest':llent is 
contained in the following statement, whwh was 
laid before the Senate on the 4th March, 1922 : 

"3! p. c. G. P. notes for Rs. 10,50,000 bein~ the equiwlent 
of Rs. 6,2.3,000 we1·e endorsed to Hajee Ganny Ahamed 
on the 19th September, 19~1, and were received baek from 
him on 22nd February, 192~. Hence , the G. P. Notes 
were in his possession for five months and three days. 
Interest for the above period at the rate of 8! per cent. 
amounts to Rs. 15,618-12-0. This amount the University did 
not uet. But a total sum of Rs. 51,064-11-6, on account of 
iote:'est was paid by the mortgagor during this period of five 
months and three days. Thus the University made a profit of 
Rs. 35,445-15-6 in this transaction. Deducting Rs. 2,625, 
being the amount chare:ed by the Bank as withdrawal fee 
on the above G. P. Notes, we get a clear net profit of 
Rs. 32,820-15-6." 

The result of this transaction was, as stated above, 
a net profit of about Rs. 32,821, which alone render
ed it possible' for the Syndicate to pay t<J the 
contractor the first instalment of Rs. 25,000 and to 
commence the construction of the workshop. The 
work has not yet been completed. The University 
has, however, made itself responsible for about 
Rs. 1,10,000 out of which the sum of Rs. 25,000 
only has been paid. What then is the true 
position ? The University authorities !)ave 
strenuously endeavoured to provide a workshop 
for the department of Applied Chemistry and have 
spared no effort to raise money with a view to meet 
the capital outlay involved. The custodians of the 
public funds, on the other hand, though approached, 
have made no response whatsoever, while the" repres
entatives of the people" have deemed it a profitable 
task to charge the University authorities with derelic
tion of duty. We may leave it to others to judge 
where the responsibility will lie, if, to the misfortune 
of the country, the attainment of the object which Sir 
Rashbehary Ghose had in view is defeated or delayed. 

AtTACK ON UNIVERSITY OFFICERS AND TEACHERS 

· We have already indicated that one of the speakers 
in the Council frankly admitted that his "knowledge 
of the University was more or less second-hand" and 
that he had "never visited it since he left it un
scathed." I~ is remar~~b.le that none. of the gentle
men who bitterly critiCISed the Umversity was a 
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memb~r of the ~enate, or presumably had first-hand 
acquamtance w1th University affairs. Still, these 
gen.tlem~n P!oceeded to attack vehemently the 
Umver~1ty, 1ts officers, and teachers. One feels 
~onstra1ned to enquire, what opportunities they had, 
In the ~ourse of ~heir careers, to acquaint them
selves w1.th the .deta1~s of University work? What 
were th~1r quahficat10ns to pronounce judgment upon 
academiC matters? These questions may lJe incon
venient, but cannot be avoided, because the mere 
fact that a gentleman occupies a seat on the Le<>isla
tive Council does not necessarily furnish a guar~ntee 
of his competence to form a sound jud .. ment on 
academic affairs. Ap1ut from this ~ further 
question arises,-is it open to individ~al members 
of the Legislative Council to abuse the officers 
and teachers of the University-they are not 
servants of the Government, or of the Council, 
much less are they subordinate to individual 
Mem hers of the Council. We consider it lamen
table that the officers and teachers of the University 
should be liable to unfounded attacks by indivi
dual Members of the Council, which cannot but 
be regarded as a grave abuse of the statutory 
freedom of speech enjoyed by them. The gravity of 
the situation is clearly intensified when such attacks 
are founded admittedly on second-hand information, 
and the question may well be asked, who were 
the informants? We find that one mem her of the 
Council had, indeed, the courage to maintain that 
the attack on the University had been engineered 
from purely personal motives and not from a desire 
to promote educational interests. We are not con
cerned with these conflicting theories, but this 
much is clear that men, sincerely anxious to pro
mote the welfare of the University, cannot be 
assisted by • uninfor~ed and pre~udiced criticism 
abounding 1n sweeping generalisatiOns of a condem
natory character. 

IMPUTATION OF "PETULANCE " 

Some of the speakers have, in language which 
we have not the inclination to imitate, imputed 
c petulance' to the University. This conclusion 
they have drawn from what they con~ider. to be 
the indefensible refu~al of the Un~vers1ty . to 
answer all their questiOnS or to supply mfo;mat10n 
whenever demanded. We have. already discussed 
the constitutional aspect of th~ matter. ~ e now 
d 're to emphasise that there .IS no foundation for 
t~81 

charooe that there has been a ' petulant ' ref?sal 
e the part of the University to answer questiOnS 

on nly information. On the other hand, any 
or sup,, · f t' h' h h im artial judge of the .senes o q ues 10ns ": JC • ave 
be!n put in Council w1th regard to the Umversity,
in most cases, by persons who are neve~ known ~o 
have taken any interest in matters educat10nal,-wlll 
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feel convinced ·that many of them were not genuine 
requests for informati~n, an~ th~t some. of them, 
at least contained thmly-ve1led 1mputatwns upon 
individ~als connected with the work of the Univer
sitv. It must further be remembered th~t there 
is ·a clear distinction between supply of mforma
tion for the use of the Government and supply 
of information for immediate communication to the 
public. ' In every University, probably in ev~ry 
public corporation, there are many matters whwh 
must for a time be treated as confidential and cannot 
be published without serious detriment to its work. 
Apart from this, in the case of every University, 
there are many matters, particularly those connected 
with examinations, which must be ·treated as 
confidential, and their disclosure cannot be demanded 
even by the most exalted person outside the academic 
sphere. While we are on this topic, reference may 
be made to demands for financial information. The 
University has never refused to give information on 
financial matters, if required lJy the Government for 
its own use; but when such information is required by 
individual members of the Council, the matter stands on 
a. different footing; it cannot be maintained that every 
individual member of the Council is entitled, as of 
right, to demand information regarding the finances 
of the University whenever he chooses, before 
it has been made available by the University for the 
use of the general public. Under the law, the 
17 niversity accounts ara and can be audited only 
once in every year. When such audit report is 
submitted to the Government, the Government 
may, after the University has been afforded an 
opportunity to comment thereon, place the matter 
before the public. The attitude of the University 
in this respect may be gathered from the following 
extract from a letter dated the 11th March, 1922, 
addressed by the Registrar to the Secretary to the 
Government of :Bengal (See Appendix III) : 

" Th• Syndicate have directed me to inform Government 
that in the opinion of the Syndicate it is not necessary to 
appoint a committee to obtain financial information re"ardin"' 
the University, inasmuch as such information in d~tail i~ 
already in possession of the Government. 1'he accounts of the 
University are continuously audited by officers deputed by the 
Go"e!nment for the P.nrpose, and that work is so minutely done 
that 1t usually oecup1es 8 to 9 months every year. The audit 
has been completed up to June, 1g20. : The accounts for 
1920-21 are now in course of audit, and any financial 
information relating to that period, which may be required by 
Government, may be obtaine-d from their officers who are now 
auditin~ the ~Wcounts of that period. As regards later period 
financial information will be supplied, whenever asked for." ' 

We cannot leave this topic without the remark 
that some of the questions put in the Council seemed 
to imply that the University had made improper use 
of its :Funds, and some of the speakers made pointed 
references to the supposed misuse of what is 
known as the Fish :uarket Fund, although they 



89 

~ad ohbviously no personal knowled<>e of the subject. 
as t. e Fund came into existen~ and the incident 
ment~oned by the :Members of the C~uncil took place 
at a t1me when the University had no relations with 
the Government of Bengal, a statement on the subject 
has been s.upplied to the Government of India. ; it may 
be convemently set out here, as it contains the facts 
about this matter : 

"From the 19th November, 1920, to the 2nd. January 
1921, the University found it necessary to make a temporal; 
overdraft on the Bank of Bengal in its Account Current. The 
amount of the overdraft varied from Rs. 34,000 ns maximum 
to Rs. · 20,000 as minimum. 'l'he Bank proposed that the 
securiti~ in the Fish 1farket Fund would be treated by them 
as secunty for the temporary overdraft. The Syndicate •"'reed 
to this proposal.* The interest on the amount overdrawn" for 
the six weeks amonnted to Rs. 53-6-8 and wns paid out of the 
current fonds of the University. On the 3rd January, 1921, 
the1·e was a large surplus in the current account in favour of 
the University after meeting the overdraft. The entire amount 
in the Fish M~rket Fund has always been intact and available 
for expenditure on such building as it may be decided to erect 
on the site. No part of the Fund has been spent for the 
general purposes of the University. In the opinion of the 
Syndicate, they did not act in excess of their powers in this 
matter." · 

Such is the prosaic account of a transaction, which, 
it was supposed by some, had furnished an opportunity 
to the authorities of the University to "misappro· 
priate" University Funds in some myst~rious manner. 
We do not feel called upon to determme the legal 
aspects of the matter or to investigate and narrate 
here the full history of the Fish Market Fund-when 
and bow it came into existence, how the Government 
of Bengal made an ineffectual attempt to keep .in h~nd 
the surplus which rightly belonged to the U mver~1ty, 
how the market itself was for ~ev?ral years reta1!led 
by the Government of Bengalm 1ts own possessiOn, 
and how it was ultimately recovered by the 
University. 

1 t meetin"' of the Syndicate, held on the 
* 'rhis took P ""6

• • "when. the members ]>resent were, the 
15th Nov~mber! 1920

• S'rcar (Vice-Chancellor), the Hon'ble 
Hon'hle Str Nlir~rt'oi~ctor of Public Instruction, Beo~al), 
Mr. W. W. H;orne to h Mookerjee Rai Bahadur Dr. U pendra
the Hon'hle Str ~u j N Das"upta, Esq., S. C. Mabalanabis, 
nath Brabmachari, . · d. r E;q. Lt.-Col. B. H. Deare, T. H. 
Esq., llii'Bjmohan JI{R~~m Dr: w. 's. Urquhart, 1fanmothanath 
Richardson, Esq... d · Biswas Esq., Prof. D. R. Bbandarkar, 

E Charucnan ra ' 
Ray,P sq., thanath Banerjea, Esq. 
and rsrua 
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abusin"' people who point out the defects of the preseu~ sys~em 
of the ~ucational policy adopted by the Calcutta U ?1vers1ty; 
they have time enou<>h to dance attendance at the residences of 
~reJected members of the Syndicate, but they have no time to 
deliver lectures to the students for which they are paid." 

2. "Examiners' fees have been reduced so low that all s?rts 
of corruption have begun to creep into the system of examma-
ti
. , ' 
on. . 

3. " It has been asserted that those who have been appomt
ed Post-Graduate professors or teachers do not always po$sess 
the requisite qualifications for teaching those subjects ~bey are 
placed in charge of." . . . . 

4. "It is openly g1ven out that the Reg1strar IS mcompe
tent for the office he holds, a.s is apparent from the letter he had 
.addressed to Mr. Sharp. Sarcastic remarks are made that the 
nearness of the fish market ha.. perhaps some bearing on the 
language used in the letter." 

5. "Our U niversitv, a thing which we love, is now the 
mi!(hty training' ground of students in the art of flunkeyism 
and the science of sycophancy. Moral strength is not always . 
acquired in that University in these days." 

6. "Yon are asked to show receipts and give replies, and 
you refuse and get fidgety, this is the kind of thing you would 
expect from a hysterical girl, and not from such a great 
academic institution as the University." 

7. "I need not go into details. l\fy knowledge of th 
Unh·ersity is more or less secondhand; I have never visited 
it since I left it unscathed. But even with that knowledge, 
I know that there have been appointments which should never 
have been made. Posts have been given to men who have no 
proper knowledge or training." . 

8. " A public corporation created by a statute of our own 
predecessors, for, as regards the '!Jniversity, the Bengal 
Government ha.s actually stepped mto · the shoes of the 
Government of India, a corporation receiving annually financial 
help from us, and knowing also that by next March it must 
have to come np to us for a sanction of its demands, that such 
a body with incomparable petulance can flout our Minister 
and deny our authority is inconceivable to me. Had it been 
an individual and not a corporation, I would have considered 
him moonstruck, fit only to be lodged in an asylum." 

9. "So far as I am aware, there is a persistent and a 
genuine demand that there should be a sifting inquiry into 
how finances are kept, not merely of the Calcutta University 
bot of many public bodies. That is only a sign of the times, 
and the reason is that while people sincerely subscribe, those 
who are charged with the administration of funds have a. 
tendency of being insincere and extravagant." 

Comment is needless. 

' CONCLUSION 

A careful perusal of the Proceedings of the 
Council has conv)nced us that the reform which is 
most urgently needed in the best interests of the 
University and of the public, is the representation of 
the Senate on the Council. We arc not unmindful 
that one of the seats on the Council is allocated to 
what is known as the University Constituency. 
That constituency is composed in the main of 
graduates of this University, and the person, elected 
by them, cannot necessarily be deemed as the re
presentative of the Senate. He need not be and in 
the present instance he is not, even a membe; of the 
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~e~ate. In such a contingency, he cannot be in 
lntlmate touch with the work entrusted to the Senate 
~or can.he posse;s that amount of detailed and up: 
o-date mformatlOn on U niver·sl'ty a"'· . , ·t . h . ' 'te . , u,ur• \\ IIC IS 

requlSl to enable a person to discharooe his duties 
liS the spokesman of the Senate. It m~y he usefully 
recalled he~e that when the composition of the 
Ben~al L~g1slative Council was determined in con
nection .w1th t~e Reform Scheme, this lJ niversitv had 
no r~lat10ns w1th the ~.ocal Government ; indeed, it 
wa.s mJ:ended at that hme that for some yeat·s even 
after 1ts reconstruction in acc01·dance with the 
report of th~ University Commission, it should, l\s 
before, stand 1n a special relation to the Government 
?f I~dia.. In such cir?umstances, whatever appa1·ent 
JUstificatiOn there m1ght have been for the refusal 
of th~. application of the Senate to secure direct 
representation on the Council, it cannot be denied 
that the situation has radically altered since the 

. U nive1·sity was brought into touch with the Local 
Government by Act VII of 1921. The matter is, 
indeed, too obvious to require elaboration; it is 
plainly immaterial that some members of the Senate 
may by chance find places on the Council from 
other .constituencies. What must be l'eg>trded as a 
paramount and urgent need is that the Senate 
should be authorised to elect to the Council its own 
representatives, who may, whenever, the occa:don al'ises, 
speak on its behalf with knowledge and authority. If 
this reform should be effected, the repetition of what 
took place in the Council on the 29th August, 1921, 
would, one might well hope, be rendered impossible. 
For even if we are constrained to admit that there 
may be, perhaps always will be, in all public assemblies, 
some members whose acts and utterances may not 
be invariably inspired, solely by a regard for public 
good. yet we feel confident that a preponderating 
majdrity ~ when apprised of the facts, will reso· 
lutelv refuse to lend their ears to tale-bearers, will 
fearl~sslv discharge the duties of their responsible 
positions, and will thereby justify the trust reposed 
in them. . 
· In conclusion we desire to place it on record that 

we have, without hesitation, utilised, in some places, 
the materials collected and the report f1•amed by the 
Committee which was appointed by the Senate on the 

· 18th }!arch, 1922. 

The sth July, 1922. 

ASU'l'OSH MOOKERJEE. 
NILRATAN SIRCAR. 
G. C. BOSE. 
ASUTOSH CHAUDHURI. 
HiRALAL RALDAR. 
J. WATT. 
GEORGE HOWELLS. 
BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY • 
.J ATINDRAN ATH !IUITRA. 



APPEKDIX I 

..4 letter from the Regi,•trar, Calc1111a Unirersity, to the Joi>lf 
Smd~r.!J to the Gol't'fl!menl '!/ !IIdia, Educalio11 JJepartmeuf, 
throutJI• His Ercellency the Rector, dated the 301ft lJecember, 
1912. 

"I am directed by the Hon'ble the Vice-Chancellor and the 
SYndicate to sddress the Government of lndia upon the question 
of a special grant for higher teaching in the University-'of 
Calcutta. The Vice-Chancellor and the Syndicate are deeply 
arateful to the Government of Indi& for the liberal financial 
;;:..istance they have already rendered to. the U!liver.sity, but 
they believe that the recent developments an Unaversaty work 
not only justify, but make it incumbent upon, them to put 
forward a claim for a fmtber substantial grant for the next 
financial year. 

The Government of India are no doubt aware that in 
the cour.e of the six months, Mr. T. Palit, Bar-at-Law, bas 
made to the University a princely gift of money and property 
of the ag-gregate value of nearly 1.5 lakhs of rupees for the 
purpose of founding.a ~ollege of Sc.'ence and. for the general 
impro,·ement of scaentafie and technaral educataon. Uvder the 
terms of the deeds of g-ilt, the University is bound to maintain 
from the income of the endowtnent, a Chair of Physics and a 
Chair of Chemistry and to institute a scholarship to be awarded 
to a disting-uished graduate for the study of Science in a foreign 
country; the University is also bound to establish a laboratory 
for advanced teaching and research and to contribute towards 
this object at least two and a half lakhs of rupees out of its own 
funds. But this snm is quite inadequate for the establishment 
of a laboratory of the kind contemplated. The Vice
Chancellor and the Syndicate are anxioliS that the fullest 
advantage should be taken of this unique opportunity to establish 
a Residential College of Science in Calcutta., and it appears to 
them that if the necessary funds are a,·ailable, the object can 
be sp~edily accomplished without an.v difficulty. The properties 
vested in tbe University by Mr. Palit include, among others, 
two fine plots of land, one of 1~ bigbas and the other of 25 
bigbas in area. On the big-ger plot there are two splendid three
storied houses, recently built, which are admirablv suited to 
accommodate 200 students. If, therefore, adequate funds were 
forthcoming to erect and equip the requisite laboratories and 
ProfeSllors' quarters on this plot, a Residential College could be 
eet up in working order in the course of a year. The estimated 
cost of the project amounts to 15 lakhs of Rupees, and the 
Vice-Chancellor and the Syndicate do not hesitate to ask the 
Government of India for a grant to the University of this 
eum. The gift af Mr. l'alit is absolutely unique in the history 
of University education in this country, and they feel sure that 
the Government of India will be glad to supplement it by an 
at least equal amount to enable the U Diversity to carry out 
the scheme in its entirety, especially, in vie1v of the fact that 
the University bas already agreed to contribute 2! lakhs out 
of its own very limited saving•. I am desired to add that a 
sympathetic and generous attitude on the part of the Government 
of India towards the object which Mr. Palit had at heart, cannot 
fail greatly to influence public sentiment and may not improbably 
induce other wealthy gentlemen to found similar endowments for 
the encourage;ment of higher teaching. 
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The second subJ'ect t h' h th v· 
Sy d' t d · 0 w '" · e ICe-Chancellor and the n Ica e eSII'e me to d tl t . 
of India is th . . . raw Je ~. tention of the Government 

th f tl e acqmsttJOn of the ~tab :Market situated to the 
sou o '" Senate H d bu.ld' "" Th' . . ouse au east of the new University 1 ~~~'· · 18

. stte 18 urgently needed for further extension 
of ~ UIVCI'SI~Y b\llld.'ngs. 'l'here can also be no doubt that from ,. 
samtary pomt. of "'"~ the market ought not to be tolerated in its 
kese~t place Immedtately to the north of the Medical College 

o~ptta. and to the east of the hostels of medical •tudeuts ami 
~mvers.Ityd Law students. The purpose for which the property 1
S ~·equ~re by the University may be briefly indicated. The 

Umverstty has no~ definitely undertaken post-graduate teaching, 
and there can be httle doubt that ~dvanced teaching £01• i.\I.A., 
~.Sc., Ph.D., and D.Sc. de!lrees-for which the time i• fully 
npe-must be ~onccntrated In Calcutta, so fur, at any rate, as 
Wester~ Bengalis concerned. The standard prescribe< I by the 
RegulatiOns for the degrees of Master and Doctor is so high that 
~equate instru~tion in this respect cannot be expected to be 
Impatted by private Co~leges, possibly not even by isolated 
Government Colleges, wh1cb have to bear the burden of under
graduate teaching. Besides, the difficulty of securing the services 
of competent teachers for advanced instruction has been found to 
be so great that M.A. and M.Sc. instruction in several centres is 
beyood the range of practical politics. Even in Calcutta, the 
Presidency College, with an e<ceptionally strong teaching staff and 
up-to:date equipments, is able to P.ro~ide for the post-graduate 
teach1ug of no mo1-e than a very hmtted number of students in 
selected groups out of six subjects for the M.A. and M.Sc. 
Examinations. Under these circumstances, it i• not surprisin"' 
that the arran~ements made by the University for post-gwluat': 
stu·!y have met with striking snccess. At the pt•esent moment, 
there are over 500 students attending •.••stomatic cour•e• of 
lectures on va<ious M.A. subjects under University Lecturot•s 
appointed and paid by the University; and there is re•son to 
believe that their number will substantially increase next session. 
If this large body of post-graduate students is to be properly 
educated and kept under discipline, the question of lectme rooms, 
seminars, and hostel nccommodation,at once urges itself upon our 
attention. If the site now occupied by the market wet·e acquired 
for the University and a substantial grant made for the further 
extension of the University bnildings, the need for which is 
already keenly felt, the question of teaching and residence of 
post-graduate students would in .• .. great measure he solved. 
It has been e.•timated that the acqutstttnn of the market would 
cost 8 lakhs of rupees and auother 7 lakhs would be required 
fo1• the proposed buildings. I am directed to point out that 
p•·oposals for the acquisition of the market have fro".' time 
to time been di,cussed for several years past; meanwhile the 
value of the property has rapidly increased, and furthe~ delay 
would mean further rise in value and pay~ent of": ~~amer sum 

compensation to the owner. Immed1ate acqUisition would, 
~~e1-efot·e, prove to .be ultimately economical, ~inee the fish 

ket must be acqmred sooner or later for educational purposes, 
".'tar ted as it is in the heart of a locality studded on all sides 
Sl ua . I b 'ld' with handsome educatlona 111 mgs. . . . 

'rh third point to which I am duected to mv1te your 

tt ·
6

0 1'sthecompletion of the University Law College Host.! 
a en uo • · f b' h th G t f b 'ld' "" towards the erect10n o w tC e overnmen .• 
~~· ''b~ "enerously made a oorant of :3 lakhs of rupees (toe 10 "Y:.,~been ac uired by the University for a lakh and • 
~~t ;~·~fits own fu~ds). 'Cbe Vice-Chancell?r and t~e Syndicate 

d k for a "rant of one lakh for fumitui·e, fittings, and 
woll as for the 17 [> students who will be in residence from 
app Inoce: s well as for the extra cost of construction of the 
Juld'nex 'The. actual cost of the building has exceeded tl~e 
bDl. mg. s·the 3 arently solid ground turned out to. be m 
estimate,fi-all d up p~nk and the foundations had to be la~d very 
parta e- ' 



much deeper and wider than the Engineers o.nd the Government 
Architeet had anticipated. · 

The fourth point to which the Vice-Cbo.nceOor and the 
Syndicate desire me to draw the atteotio~ of the Government is the 
University Library. The ooe lakh contrtbuted by the Government 
of India for the current year has been of great assistance to ~he 
U nil•ersity; but at least another lakh would be needed to brmg 
the Library up to the requirements of Post-Graduate students 
and University 'Professors and Lecturers. The libraries in 
Calcutta are singularly lacking in modern books, periodicals and 
transactions of learned societies absolutely essential for advanced 
study and research work. The want in this respect could be 
met to a considerable extent if another lakh was granted next 
financial year. 

The last subject to which the Vice-Chancellor and the 
Srndicate desire me to draw your attention is the foundation 
of nt least three more Professorships. Provision has either been 
made for or is about to be made for seven Chairs in the U niver
sity as follows : 

(I) Professorship of Law, founded by Prasannakumar 
Tagore. 

(2) Professorship of Economics, founded by the Government 
of India at the time of the Jubilee celebrations. 

(3) and ( 4) Professorships_ of Higher Mathematics and of 
Mental and Moral Philosophy, fonndeil by the Govern. 
ment of India on the occasion of the Imperial visit. 

(5) Professorship of Ancient Indian History and Civilisation, 
founded by the University on the occasion of the 
Imperial visit. 

(6) and (7) l'rofessorships of Chemistry and Physics, 
founded by llf r. Palit. 

The three Chairs for which tbe Vice-C-hancellor and the Syndi· 
cate now apply, should in their opinion, be devoted to Applied 
M_athematics, :\lodern History, and Comparative Philology. The 
V1ee-Chancellor and the Syndicate feel that there is press
ing need for higher teaching in these branches of knowled"e 
and that if adequate provision is made, there will be no lack ~f 
students to avail themselves of the benefits of such teacbin ... 
Each of the Chairs would require a recurring grant of Rs. 12,000 
to Rs. 15,000 a year. 

To summarise: The Vice-Chancellor and the Syndicate 
apply for financial aid to the following extent : 

Non-recurring Grant. 

(1) For the Residential College of Science sup-
plementing the gift of Mr. Pa.Jit ... 

(2) (a) For the acqoioition of the Fish Market 
(b) For the erection of a hostel for Post

Graduate Students and for additional 
lecture rooms and seminars for ad. 

_ vanced work and research ... 
(3) For the completion and equipment of the 

Y niversity Law College Hostel Build-
mg ... 

(4) For the University Library .•. 

ToTAL 

llet:Urri"!! Grant. 

(1) Professorship of Applied Mathematics 
(2) Professorship of Modern History ... 
(3) Professorship of Comparative Philology 

TotAL 

Rs. 

15 lakbs 
8 , 

1 " 

llakh 
1 , 

32lakhs 

Rs. 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 

45,000 
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In conclusion, the Vice Ch 
me to urge that this Univ; . •~cello~ and the Syndicate desire 
by reason of the determined'~ IS enh~led to spec~al consideration 
successfully made to an sustamed effort tt has hitherto 
by the .Indian Unive':~J oulloya~y the reforms contemplated 
obviously undesirable. b ~ . ct 0 1904. . Comparisons are 
University has achieved a hi<>b tt cannot be d1spn~d . that this 
vour to undertak d o me~ure of success tn t!s endea.-

e a.n promote ht<>h t b' d . Chancellor and the Syndic te t o er eac tng, an the Vtce-
the Government of I d. a. ven ore to express the hope that 
:funds at their dispos~:; :~l~.not be dreluctaut to J?lacc adequate 
basis the work alread o~ mue an pu~ on a wtde and •ound 
Syndicate final! d · Y be~un. The Vtce-Cbancellor and the 
that should thy fest~e be to :'"''Ire the Government of India 
h h . e nn s e avrulable, they would b" able to brinoo 

t e sc erne mto full reali,ation in less than two years Sho ld 
the l'wh?le ~f the non-recurring grant of 32 lakbs .for whlch 
app IC~tton ls now made be not available durin" the next 
finanCial Y.e~r~ the Vice-Ohancellot· and the Synd~te will be 
ready to mttlate the scheme if one hal£ is granted durin" the 
year 1913-14 and the other hal.f d)>ring the year 1914-15."" 

APPENDIX II 

A letter from the Reg~trar, Calcutta University, to the Joi11t 
Secretary to the Government of heJia .&l11catiott 1Jepartme11t 
tAro119k His Ezcelll!ltcy tl•e Rector ' dated the 4tll Octoo·r' 
1919. . ' 0 

' 

. " I am directed by the Syndicate to refer to correspondence 
resting with your letter No. 75 C.D., dated the 14th January 
1913, in reply to our letter No. 3624, dated the 30th December' 
1912, and to address tb? Go'l'ernmeut oflndia upon the questio~ 
of a further grant for htgher teaching in this University. The 
Syndicate hve been . informed that during the current year the 
Government of India have been pleased to make a grant of 8 
lakhs of rupees for the acquisition of what is known as the ~'ish 
Market Site. The Syndicate are deeplv ~rateful to the 
Government of India for liberal financial ;'..sistance they have 
hitherto rendered to the University and are encoura.,ed thereby 
to apply for a further substantial grsnt to enable them to 
carry out fully the recent development in University work. 

In our letter, dated the SOth December, 1912, the first 
place was assigned to the scheme for the establishment of a 
Univet~itr College of Science for the promotion of higher 
teacbin~ 1n different branches of Physical and Natural Science. 
The Syndicate pointed out that in furtherance of this object 
Sir Taraknath Palit bad made a gift of money and land to the 
extent of 15 lokhs of rupees and that the University had under
taken to supplement this unique gift by a contribntion of two 
and a half lakhs from itilimited Reserve Fund. The Svndicate 
entertained the hope that under these circumstances the 'Govern
ment of India mi.,.ht suitably supplement and thereby accord 
reco<>nition to thisD princely gift, but they were disappointed 
to flod that monev was not available for this purpose. Since 
then Dr. Rashheh~ry Ghose bs made a gift of 10 lakbs of 
rupees for the. fonndation of P~fess~rsbipll and Stnden~hips 
in connection wtth the proposed Untverstty College of 8Ctenc.e. 
The Syndicate venture to url(e upon the Government of Indta 
that a claim has now been fully established for a generous 
contribution from the State in furthe~nce of th~ University 
c Jl ~e of Science. They further destre me to potnt out that 
tl 

0 
"; undation of a University College of Science for Post,.. 

a1::W:ate Studies and Rese.areh is one of the foremost needs 
f th University There " only one College, namely, the 

Fresid~ncy College: whicb is affiliated in Physics and C~em!stry 
up to the standard of the M.A. and M.Sc. Examtnatione, 
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but it must be noted that the Presidency College, in spite of 
its new Laboratories, has very limited accommodation for Post
Grad•1ate students and is not able to take in more than 10 
students in Chemistry and 18 students in Physics every year. 
A part, therefore, f'?ro . the o~v~ous importa:nce of increa.s~d 
facilities for the scientific trammg of quahfied students m 
this country, it is plain that there does not exist in this 
University adequate provision for the training of the numerous 
lecturers and demonstrators required for the efficient manage· 
ment of the Colleges affiliated in scientific subjects. In our 
Jetter of the 30th December, 1912, it wru; stated that the 
estimated cost of the project for the establishment of a 
University College of Science was 15 lakhs of rnpees; the 
Syndicate have carefully reconsidered the matter and have 
come to the conclusion that a smaller sum would not be suffi
cient to secure that efficiency for the institution, which must, 
for obvious reasons, be its principal characteristic. The labora
tory building, of which the plans are ready, will cost at least 
5 lakbs of rupees; the hostel which is proposed to be attached 
to it, will cost not less- than 2 lakhs of rupees; the equipment 
will, on the roost moderate estimate, cost 5 lakhs of rupees; 
a suitable scientific library cannot be created for less than 
2 lakhs of rupees, if complete sets of important periodicals and 
publications of learned societies have to he brought together, 
while at least 1 lakb will be required for additional land. It is 
not sug-gested that the whole of this money, if available, may 
be utilised in the course of twelve months, but it is eminently 
desirable that an idea should he formed of the minimum require
ments of the entire scheme which it may take two or possibly 
three years to complete. 

The second point to which I am directed to invite "the 
attention of the Government of India is the development of 
Post-Graduate teaching apart from Science, in tbi$ University. 
A statement on thi• subject was made before the Senate by 
the Hon'hle the Vice-Chancellor on the 27th September last 
and a copy thereof is annexed to this letter. The roost urgent 
need of the University in this respect is the further extension of 
the University Buildings. For this purpose, the Fish Market 
Site roay be suitably utilised. The Syndicate have taken up 
the matter in earnest and plans have already been prepared 
for extension of the University Buildinge which, when completed, 
will give ample accommodation for the classes held by the 
University Professors and Lecturers and will enable the Uoiver• 
sity to assign to individual Professors, rooms suitably fitted up 
for study and research. '!'here will also be space for further and 
much needed extension of the University Library and finally, 
arrangements will be made for the residence of 200 Post
Graduate students on the premises. The cost of the buildio"' is 
estimated at 10 lakbs of rupees. The Syndicate would further 
suggest that land should be a.cquirecl in the neighbourhood of the 
Senate House for play-ground for University students as well 
as the students of the University Law College specially those 
resident in the Hardinge Hostel ; and there is no reason why 
such play-ground should not also be used by the members of the 
Calcutta University Institute. For this purpose a sum of 4lakhs 
may he required, and it may be mentioned that suitable 
land may, without difficulty, be acquired towards the East of 
the College Square. 'l'be Syndicate would also ask that a sum 
of 2 lakhs may be granted for further additions to the Univer• 
sity Library, to which access is now sou.,.ht by a large number 
of Post-Graduate students. " 

The last point to which I am directed to invite the attention 
of the Government of India. is the question of a substantial 
increase of the recurring- grant to the Universit.v; the Syndicate 
gratefully acknowledge, that the .present grant is handsome, but 
the.y des~re m~ to represent th~t 1t has proved inadequate for the 
rarndly growmg needs of higher teaching a.nd research in the· 
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!Jinliversity. The annual 
ro ows :- recurring grant at present stands .. 

Inspection of Colleges 
Travelling Expenses of Fel!o~~ 
University Law College ... 

R~rdinge Professor of Mathematics 
~mg George V Professor of Ph '1 h 

U
Sir. Ta~knath Palit Laboratory I osop y 

mvers1ty Readers 
Post-Graduate Teaching 

Rs. 
... 25,000 

5,000 

{
20,000 

... 10,000 
12,000 
12,000 
12,000 
4,000 

15,000 
T~e •.dditioflfll annual "rant h' h h 

essential IS as follows : " w IC t e Syndicate consider 

P?st-Graduate Teaching .. , 
S1r. T~knath Palit Laboratory 
Umvennty Readers 
University Librarian ... 
Secretary to the G.overning Body for Po~t~. 

Rs. 
50,000 
36,000 
20,000 
6,000 
6,000 , Graduate Teachmg. 

Professor of Modern History 12,000 
Prof~qsor of Mahomedan (Mediooval) Indi~~ 12,000 

R1story. 

P
Pro!essor of£ BAstronomy 12,000 

ro.essor o otany 12,000 
Professor of Zoolo<>y 1 o 000 
Professor of Jurisprudence 12;000 

~it~ re:;ard to each of these claims, . brief explanations may 
be suounttea. The number of Post-Graduate students has in· 
creased to such an extent that our Lecturers must be increo.sed in 
number, and if their services are to be continuously retained 
(which i~deed is a condition absolutely essential for the succeSB: 
ful working of our scheme of bi<'ber teachin") they must be 
better paid and better prospects sbotild be held o~t' to them. It 
is obvious that the recurring expenditure for the Laboratory in 
connection with the University College of Science which will be 
used exclusively for Post-Graduate studies and research, will 
even at the most moderate estimate, considerably exceed 
Rs. ],000 a month (the amount of the present grant) and an 
additional sum of Rs. 3,000 a month, cannot be deemed by any 
means too liberal, when it is remembered that there will be at 

· least six University Professors at work with research student 
nuder them. For Uni\•ersity Readers, the Univet'Bity retjuires 
considerably more than the sum at present allotted ( Rs. 4,000 
a. year). Experience has shown that scholars and investigators of 
the first rank cannot be induced tu come out and stay for even a 
limited period to deliver a special course of lectures, for any sum 
less than £300 to £400, and, in one ease, the University bad to 
pay as much as £600 besides travelling expenses. The addi· 
tional sum of Rs. 20,000 now asked for will enable the 
University to secure the services of 8 or 4 distinguished Readers 
every year as also to arra:nge for the ~:ublication of their lectures. 
The University also reqmres the serviCes of a competent whole· 
time Librarian tu look after an~ catalogue ?"'increasing collec
tion of books. We also reqmre the serv1ces of a competent 
Professor to look after the arrangements for the Pos.t-Graduato 
Teaching of more than . ~ thousan? · students. Fmally, the 
University requires 6 a~d1t10nal C~all'S, ~ne for each of the 
following subjects in wbteh .there ts ~onstd.erable demand for 
hiaher teaching: .Modern Htstory, Indtan Htstory (Mahomedan 
p.;;,iod), Jurisprudence, Astronomy,. Bota~y and Zo?logy. The 
S d' te ask me to submit that th1s por!ton of thetr proposals 
h yo 1f'00.,. claims to sympathetic consideration by the GJvern;:nt of I~dia. They desire me to point ou~ that of the H 
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Chairs of the University, 3 have been foun~ed ~y the. Govern· 
t f I dia 4 are maintained by the Untverstty, whtle 7 haye = ~tablish~ by private munificence, as.will appea.r from the 

following list ' 

Go~ernment Ill' India. 

1. 1\linto Professor of Economics. 
2. Hardin~e Professor of Mathematics. 
· 3. King George V Professor of Philosophy. 

Univer~ty Fund&. · 

1. Carmicha.el Professor of Ancient Indian History and 
Culture. . 

2. Professor of Comparative Philology. 
8. Professor of English. 
4. .A. Second Professor of English. 

I. Professor of Law. 

Sir Tara'/c1ult!. Palit. 

1. Professor of Physics. 
2. Professor of Chemistry. 

!Jr. Ras!We!.ary GltMe. 

I. Professor of Applied Mathematics. 
2. Professor of Physics. 
3. Professor of Chemistry. 
4. Professor of Botany. 

In conclusion, the Srodicate desire me to emphasise what 
was stated in the concludmg paragraph of our Jetter, dated the 
30th December, 1912, namely, that this University is entitled to 
special consideration by reason of the determined and sustained 
efforts successfully made to carry out loyally the reforms con
templated by the Indian Universities Act of 1904 and thev 
venture to repeat the hope previously expressed that the Govern'
ment of India will not be reluctant to place adequate funds at 
their disposal to enable them to develop the important work: 
already begun and to place it on a permanent basis." 
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APPENDIX: III 

CORRESPONDENCE WITR TII 

ON 1'RE SUBJECT OF 1'1IE ~ GOVIIRN"MENT OF .BENGAL 
ESOLUTION CONSlllERED 

lN THIS REPORl' 

From 11'. o. Trord$wortlt Es" M. 
. Govem,~~ent of lJengat to g.th j{·•. Deputy &eretary to tAe 
No. 2504 Jtdn., dated 'the fin~ Jffl<41rar, Calcutta (/nivmily, 
Mr. P. C. Mitt~ OL., u· . 1 ec~mbe{, 1921. (The Hon'6le 
"I . . ' ' ,.c,,, ..w:ttlu n tn cnarfle.) 

am directed to forw~wt·t~ ·th . 
Chancellor and the Syndicate a ~ ~ •;t~mation of. the Vice
'by Babu Rishiodranatb Sa ka PY d. e Resolution moved 
a Committee to enquire rin~ r;rr fi"g the appointment of 
Universit.v, at the meetina of h e nances of the Calcutta 
held on the 29th Auanst J.921t·~;:bgal ~hgislative Council 
of the Council, pages !''ss-i7s ofth 0 er.1 'iit th~ proceedings 
V (copy enclosed) The mat•· ~ ounct droceedmgs, Volume 
· · " ..,r IS now un er th "d · 
~~lt~ !f:i:;.nment and the observations of the Unlvec~';;~ e=~ 

":Risoi.imoN. 
(Under the rniea for the discussion of matter of general public i~tereat.) 

· CalCTJtta Univmif.y. 

Babu Rishindranatlt Sarkar : " This Council recommends 
to th~ Go~ernme~t that, with a view to determine what 
fin~nCia! asststance, _If any, should be given to the Calcutta 
Un1vermty, a comm1ttee, consisting of two financial experte and 
two members of th~ Senate, to be nominated by the Govern~ent 
and tl~ree non-o!fic••! members of this Council not holding an; 
office 10 the Umvers1ty, to be elected by the Council be appoint
ed at. an early date to enquire into and report on 

1
the general 

wor~mg of the Uni.-ersity, in particular its financial adminis
tration, and recommend such urgent measures or reforms a& 
may be necessary." 

. From lk Regiltrar, Calc11tla Uiu'vmity, to tk Deputy Secretary 
to the Gonernm•nt qf lJI!'IIgal, .Education Department, No . 
.iJ:luc. 4606, datecl lA, 191ft December, 1921. 

"With reference to your Jetter No. 2504 Education, dated the 
2nd December, 1921, on the subject of the resolution moved by 
Mr. Rishindnonath Sarkar, M.L.C., regarding the appointment 
of,. commibtee to inquire into the finances· of the University, 
I am directed by the Hon'ble the Vice-Chancellor and Syndicate 
to inform you that the following resolution was recorded by the 
Syndicate at their meeting held on the 9th December, 1921: 

• That the Deputy Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
Education Department, be informed that in order to enable 
the members of the Syndicate to form an opinion on the 
subject it is necessary that 21cop,ies of the Proceedings should 
be forw'arded to the University.' ' 

From the .Registrar, Calcutta l!nivertif:y, to ,tn• Dep11ty Secretary 
. to the Governme11t qf .8eti(Jat, Edt«JtJtlt)ll 1Jepartme11t, No. 

MiiC. 5190, dated the 17tt. la11uary, 1922. 
"I bave the honour to invite your attention to this office !etoor 

No. 4606, dated' the 12th December, 19~1, and to requ.est that 
the copies of Proceedings asked for tberem may be snpphed at an 
e.a.rly date. :• 
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From the llegiatrar, Q,{cutta· University, ta 1Y. C. 1Portl81oortn, 
£8q., J[.A., IJep11ty Secretary til the Govm11nent t:f Bengal, 
No. ]).0.-G. 81, dated tAe 30tk January, 1922. . . 

"Yon spoke tD me the other day re,ooa.rding supply of 21 copies 
of the Proceedings of the Council meeting held on the 29th 
A~ust, 1921, which conta.i~ t~e debates on the subject. of the 
resolution moved by Mr. R1shmdra.nath Sa.rkar regardmg the 
appointment of a committee to enquire into the finances of the 
University. I have ascertained from office that the copies 
have not been received. I sent you a reminder on the subject 
on the 17th instant." 

From tke ])epllfy Secretary to the Govermmmt of Bengal, to the , 
Regutrar, Caltmlfa U11iversify, No. 379 Edn., dated the 22ntl 
Feh1'U!Jry, 1922. 

"With reference to your letter No. :Misc. 4606, dated the 12th 
December, 1921, and subsequent reminder, I send herewith 15 
copies of the Debates in Council on the resolution of Babu 
Rishindrana.th Sarkar regarding the appointment o£ a committee 
to enquire into the finances of the Calcutta University. 

From tke RegMtrar, Univeraity <!f Calcutta, til the ])epufy 
Secretary to the Goverttmtmt <!f Bengal, Erlrteation ])epartmmt, 
No. Muc. 6090, dated t!te 2nd Marc!., 1922. 

"I am directed to infonn you that yonr letter No. 879 Edn., 
dated the 22nd F•brnary, 1922, together with the copies of 
the debates mentioned therein, was laid before the Syndicate on 
the 24th Ukm. The Syndicate have ordered the copies to be 
circulated to the members with a view to appoint a CommitU!e 
tD consider the various points raised therein. 'l'his will neces
sarily take time and I shall communicate to you the decision of 
the Syndicate later on." 

From tke Regutrar, Calcutta Unineraity, to tke Secretary to the 
GovemTIU!nt <!f Bengal, Education JJepartment, Mille. No. 6250, 
dateiJ, tke 11th March, 1922. 

"I am directed tD reply to your letter No. 879 Edn., dated 
the 22nd February, 1922, forwarding 16 copies of the Debates in 
Council on the resolution moved by Mr. Rishindranath Sarkar. 

. I have to observe at the outset tba.t the Syndicate was not 
in a position to take into consideration the question raised in the 
Resolution till the 24th February last, as will appear from the 
following statement of dates : 

Datea. 

30th Angnst, 1921 

5th December, 1921 

9th December, 1921 

Mr. Sarkar's motion carried 
in Council. 

Letter No. 2504 Edn., dated 
the 2nd December, 1921, 
from the Deputy Secretary 
to the Government of 
Bengal, forwarding copy of 
the resolution and inviting 
observations of the Univer
sity. 

DittD-pl~ed before the 
Syndicate. 

Order-Ask Government to 
send 21 copies of Debates, 



l2th December, 1921 

17th January, 1922 . 

80th January, 192~ 

23rd February, .1922 

24th February, 1922 . 

2nd March, 1922 

1>1 

Letter (Mis. 4608) to Govern. 
~ent, fonvarding resolution 
0 the Syndicate, dated the 
9th December, 1921. 

Reminder to above (Mis N 
5180). • o. 

Ditto-(D. 0. G, 81). 

Letter No. 379 Edn., dated 
the 22nd February 1922 
from the Deputy s:Cretary 
to Gov~rnment, forwarding 
15 coptes of the Debates. 

Ditto-placed before the 
Syndicate. 

Orde,.....Ciroulate copies of the 
Deba~es to members of the 
SyndtC<Ite and bring up 
after a fortnight, 

Letter No. Mis. 6090 to the 
Depnty Secretary to Govern. 
ment, communicatin<> orders 
of the Syndicate, d."ted the 
24th Febtuary, 1922, and 
informing that it will nooes. 
sarily take some time w 
communicate decision of the 
Syndicate. 

Yo.ur letter of the 22nd February, which was received on the 
folloWing ~ate, was placed before the Syndicate on· the 24th, 
The ~yndtcate thereupon directed that the copies of the Debates 
be Circulated to the members of the Syndicate and that the 
matter be brought up after a fortniaht. This order of the 
Syndicate was communicated w you in ~y letter No. Misc. 6090, 
dated. the 2nd ~arch, 1922. T~e matter w.as considered by the 
Syndtcate last mght. The Syndtcate ha~e d1rected me to inform 
Government that, in the opinion ofthe Syndicate, itis not neces. 
sary w appoillt a committee to obtain financial information regard. 
ing the University inas.much as such information in detail is al· 
ready in possession of the Government. The accounts of the 
University are continuously audited hy officers deputed by the 
Government for the purpose, and that work is so minutely done 
that it usually occupies 8 to 9 months every year. The audit 
bas been completed up to June, 1920. The accounts for 1920· 
21 are now in course of audit and any financial information re· 
latin<> w that period, which may be required by Government, 
may "be obtained from their offieers who are now auditing the 
accounts of that period. As regards later period, financial 
information will be supplied whenever asked for, The resolution 
and the speeches appear to the Syndir.ate, however, to l'llise 
wider issues, which must be considered by the Senate, and the 
Syndiilate have accordingly directed the matter to be placed 
before the Senate for such consideration. The Senate will meet 
on the 25th instant for the purpose. 

Jie10lrdion 'If the Senate, dated the 25th March, 1922. 

That the action taken by the Syndicate in the above matter 
be approved and that the further consideration of this matter 
be referred to a Committee of nine members of the Senate. 


