REPORT
OF THE
COMMITTEE

APPOINTED BY THE SENATE

ON THE

lsth MARCH, 1922

CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY PRESS

1032



-------

CONTENTS

PAGE
Constitution " R |
Procedure e T
College of Science and Technology we 8
Post-Graduate Teaching in Arts w18
*Thoughtless Expansion ” . 23
University Law College . 30
Charge of Delay ... . 36
Array of Numerical Figures .., | v 36
Conclusion . .. 38

LETTERS

Letter to the Govqmmeﬁt of Bengal, dated

5th February, 1921 e 14
Reply from the Government of Bengal, dated
15th November, 1921 e .. 17
Lette; to the Government of India, dated
30th December, 1912 ' .. 49
Letter 1';0 the Government of India, dated
4th October, 1913 . 42

TABULAR STATEMENTS

University College of Science ... .. 13
Post-Graduate in Arfs - . 19
Post-Graduate in Science e o 19
Post-Graduate Teaching in Arts .. . 22
Government Grants o 27
University Law College .. 33

Ditto ' s e 4

Dittﬂ (11] nre 35



REPORT

We, the members of the Committes. appointed
by the Senate on the 13th March, 1922, to draw up....
a statement on the points arising in connection with .
the speech delivered by the Minisfer for Education,
Bengal, in the Bengal Legislative Council on the
Ist” March, 1922, have the honour to submit our
report.

Amongst the various points which require to
be considered in connection with the speech the
foremost place must be assigned to the question of
the position of the University in relation to the
Government, and we will accordingly examine it in
the first place.

CoNSTITUTION

The University of Calcutta is- & Corporation
created by Statute, and its privileges and obligations
must be determined by reference to the statutory
provisions which will be found set oub in Aet II
of 1857 (the Act of Incorporation) and Aet VIII
of 1904 (the Indian Universities Aect). These
enactments have been amended from time to time
and, in their amended form, are printed in the
volume of Regulations published by the University,

The constitution of the Body Corporate of the
University is defined in Section 1 of the Aectof),
Incorporation and Section 4 of the Indian Universi-
ties Act. 'The Body Corporate consists of

(2) the Chancellor,

(8) the Vice-Chancellor,

(¢) the Ex-officio Fellows,

(d) the Ordipary Fellows,

(7) elected by Registered Graduates,
(i¢) elected by the Faculties, and
(éiz) nominated by the Chancellor.

These persons constitute the Senate of the
University. ,

Section 8 of the. Act of Incorporation which
authorises the Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor and
Fellows to superintend the affairs of the University
is in the following terms : _

. % The Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor and Fellows,
for the time being, shall have the entire management
of and superintendence over the affuirs, concerns
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and property of the said University ; and, in all
cases unprovided for by this Act, it shall be lawful
for the Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor and Fellows to
act in such manner as shall appear to them best
calculated to promote the purposes intended by the
said University.”

Section 4 of the Act of Incorporation provides
that the Governor of Bengal, for the time being, shall
be the Chancellor of the University. The Governor
General of India was the Chancellor of the
University till the amendment of the Act of
Incorporation in 1921,

The Vice-Chancellor is, under Section 5 of the
Act of Incorporation, nominated by the Local
Government of ‘Bengal. The Vice-Chancellor was
nominated by the Governor General of India in
Council before the amendment of the Act of
Incorporation in 1921,

. The number of Ex-officio Fellows cannot exceed
ten, as laid down in the proviso to Section 5 (2) of
the Indian Universities Act. The list of Ex-officio
Fellows may be modified by the Government by
notification in the Gazette. The expression ¢ the
Government” now means the Local Government;
(8ection 2 (2) () of the Indian Universities Aet).
Before the amendment of 1921, the expression
meant, in the case of the University of Calcutta, the
Governor General in Council,

The list of Ex-officio Fellows at present is as
follows :

His Excellency the Governor of Assam. |

The Chief Justice of the High Court of
Judicature at Fort William in Bengal. ‘

The Lord Bishop of Caleutta and Metropolitan
of India. . :

The Member of the Council of the Governor
General in charge of the Department of Eduecation.

The Minister for Local Self-Government,
Bengal.
The Minister for Education, Bengal.
The Minister for Agriculture and Industries,
Bengal. :
The Minister for Education, Assam,
~ The Director of Public Instruction, Bengal.

The Director of Public Instruction, Assam, :

This list, it will be noticed, includes the Member of
the Council of the Governor General in charge of-
the Department of Education, the Minister for Educa-
tion in Bengal and the Minister for Education in
Assam. Consequently, the Minister for Edueation
in Bengal is one of the ten Ex-officio Fellows in the
same way as the Member of the Council of the
Governor General in charge of the Department of
Education and the Minister for Education in Assam.

The position thus is that the entire management

_ of and superintendence over the affairs, concerns and
property of the University is vested in the Chancel-
lor, Vice-Chancellor and Fellows, and, it is lawtul for
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them, in all cases unprovided for by Statute, to act
in such manner as shall appear to them best calen-
lated to promote the purposes intended by the Uni-
versnmty. No Fellow, Ex-officio or Ordinary, has any
special power or privilege.

. The Chancellor has the power to nominate Ordi-
nary Fellows, subject to the restrictions and qualifi-
cations mentioned in Sections 6, 9 and 10 of the
Indiaz Universities Act ; he may, under Section 11,
declare vacant the office of an Ordinary Fellow who
has vot attended a meeting of the Senate during the
period of one year. The Chancellor may also nomi-
nate any person possessing the prescribed qualification
to be an Honorary Tellow for life under Seotion 13 .
(2). His assent is, under Section 17, necessary when
an Honorary Degree is proposed to be conferred by
the Senate. Confirmation by him is also necessary
when it is proposed under Section 18 to cancel a
Degree or Diploma.

The consent of the Vice-Chancellor is necessary
under Section 17 when an Honorary Degree is pro-
posed to be conferred. ‘ '

Under Section 15, the Executive Government of
the University is vested in the Syndicate; the
Vice-Chancellor is Ex-officio the Chairman of the
Syndicate. The Vice-Chancellor has emergency
powers under Section 6 of Chapter IV of the
Regulations, ' .

‘We now pass on to the points of contact between
the Government and the University,so far as they are
mentioned in the Act of Incorporation and the Indian
Universities Act. -

Under the second paragraph of Section 8 of the
Act of Incorporation, as it originally stood, the
Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor and Fellows were autho-
.rised to make and alter from time to time bye-
laws and regulations touching all matters whatever
regarding the University. These bye-laws and
regulations, however, could be operative only after
they had received the approval of the Governor General
of India in Council. This provision has been re-
placed by Section 25 of the Indian Universities Act,
which empowers the Senate to make regulations
from time to time with the sanction of the Govern-
ment. As already pointed out, till the amendment
of 1921, the expression *the Government ” meant the
Governor General in Council, and it now means the
Local Government. -

Another matter which brings the University into
touch with the Government is the affiliation and
disaffiliation of Colleges. The provisions on this
subject are embodied in Section 21, 22 and 24 of the
Tndian Universities Act. The final order on all
applications for affiliation and disaffiliation, after
they bave been considered by the Syndicate and the
Senate, can be passed only by the Government to
whom all the papers are required to be submitted by

the Registrar.
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Under Section 7 of the Act of Incorporation, the
Government may cancel the appointment of any
person as Fellow. .. .. : L

Tt is plain that, except K upon - questions of
change of Regulations, and the affiliation and
disaffiliation of Colleges, and a further matter
presently to be mentioned, the Senate, composed
of the Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor and Fellows,
is constituted a self-contained Corporation and is
vested with the entire management of and
superintendence over the affairs, concerns and-
property of the University, and no interference
on the part of the Government, much less of any
member thereof, is permissible. . In this connection,
it may be pointed out that the Senate is under no
legal obligation to furnish reports, returns or other
information. Reference may be made to Section
23 of the Indian Universities Act which makes it
obligatory upon every affiliated College to furnish
such reports, returns and other information as the
Syndicate may require to enable it to judge of the
efficiency of the College. No power, however,
is reserved to the Government to call for reports,
returns and other information from the Senate. The
¥eason for this will be obvious to all persons familiar
with University administration. There are many mat-
ters connected therewith, specially with the conduct
of examinations, which no University should be called
upon to disclose. "We do not suggest, however,
that because the University is mot under a legal
obligation to furnish reports, returns -and other
information, it should necessarily decline’ to do
so. Much may be and is gained by publicity in
suitable cases, but what should be distinetly under-
stood is that such information cannot be demanded
as a matter of right. :

The point which has been reserved above for
consideration, arises on Section 15 of the Act of
Incorporation. The section, as enacted in 1857, was
in the following terms: '

“The said Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor and
Fellows shall have. power to charge such reason-
able fees for the degrees to be conferred by them and
upon admission into the said University and for
continuance therein, as they, with the approbation
of;the Governor General of India in Coupcil, shall,
from time to time, see fit to impose. Such .fees
shall be carried to one General Fee Fund for the
payment of expenses of the said University, under
the direction and regulations of the Governor
General of India in Council, to whom the accounts
of income and expenditure of the said University -
shall, once in every year, be submitted for such
examination and audif as the said Governor General
of India in Council may direct.”

The section was amended in 1921, whben the
expression “ Governor General of India.in Council”
was replaced by the expression “Local Government
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of Bengal.” Before we consider the extent of the
power conferred on the Government by this section,
it may be stated that it does not authorise what may
be called “inspection.” Reference may again be
made to Section 23 (2) of the Indian Universities
Act which authorises the Syndicate to inspect every
affiliated College from time to time. No such power
is reserved to the Government in respect of the
University either under the Act of Incorporation or
the Indian Universities Act. This has been expressly
recognised by the Government of India, as will
appear from the following question and answer in
the Legislative Assembly :

“Quesrion 263. My, J. Chaudhury: (é) Is the
Government of India aware that the University of
Calcutta is -at present on the verge of bankruptey,
and do Government propose to appoint a Committee
to look into its financial position and come tfo its
rescue, pending its reconstitution on a sound educa-
tional and financial basis ? "

Answen. Mr. H, Skarp: (e). Government have
been informed that the financial position of the
University of Caleutta is precarious. They have no
intention of appointing a Committee such as that
contemplated by the Honourable Member, nor does’
the existing law provide for the appointment of such
a Committes.,” (Proceedings of the Legislative
Assembly, dated the 23nd February, 1921.)

Let us now turn to the language of Section 15,
which, as we have stated, has been in operation since
1857. The fees mentioned in the first sentence of
the section have to be carried into one General Fee
Fund for the payment of expenses of the University
under the direction and regulations of the Govern-
ment. Apart from the question of the meaning of
the expression “direction and regulations,” it is
obvious that such direction and regulations can
apply, only . to the classes of fees specified  in
the first sentence, namely, (1) feces for degrees
conferred by the Senate, (2) fees for admission into
the University, (8) fees for continuance in the Uni-
versity. Under (1) comes the fee of Rs. 5 charged
by the University when a degree is conferred in
absentic; under (2} comes what is known as the
Registration fee of Rs. 2; under (3) comes the fee
payable by Registered Graduates. The Government is
not authorised to issue *direction and regulations ".m
respect of other classes of fees which the University
may charge or other kinds of income which the Uni-
versity may possess. Further, if “direction and
regulations” are issued by the Government, they
eapnot conflict with the regulations otherwise made
and already sanctioned by the Government, becom-
ing thereby binding upon all members of the
University. Section 15 again contemplates that the
accounts of income and expenditure of the University
shall, once in every year, be submitted for such
examination and audit as the Government may direct.
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Such examination and audit, however, are contemplat-
ed to take place only once in every year, and, as &
matter of fact, the examination and audit have been
beld annually ever since the establishment of the
Unpiversity. Therc is thus no foundation for the
claim which has sometimes been put forward, that
the University is subject to general financial control
by the Government or isliable to have its .academic
activities regulated by pressure of such control,

We have hitherto confined our attention to the
provisions of the Act of Incorporation and the Indian
Universities Act. There are, however, provisions in
the Regulatious which also bring the University into
contact with the Government. Seetion 8 of Chapter
VIII of the Regulations makes the appointment of
the Inspector of Colleges subject to the approval
of the Government. Section 1 of Chapter IX enables
the Senate to found a -Professorship, which is to be
maintained out of the funds of the University, only
with the previous consent of the Government. Section
10 of Chapter IX, again, provides that no University
Professor shall be appointed without the sanction of
the Government. Section 8 of Chapter X provides that
no University Reader shall be appointed without the
sanction of the Government. 8ections 12 and 13 of
Chapter XI as originally framed provided that no
University Lecturer or Junior University Lecturer
should be appointed without the sanction of the
Governor General in Council ; these sections have
now been replaced by Seection 32 of Chapter XI in
its new form, which provides as follows :

“No person whose salary is, or is to be, paid from
funds supplied by the Government, shall be appointed
or re-appointed University Lecturer, without the pre-
vious sanction of the Government. The names of
all other persons appointed or re-appointed Lecturers,
shall be notified to the TLocal Government within
one week from the date of the decision of the Senate.
If, within six weeks from the receipt of such notifi-
cation, the Government intimate to the University
that a specified appointment is objectionable onother
than academic grounds, such decision shall take effect
and the appointment shall stand cancelled.”

It will be recalled that these Regulations, as pro-
mulgated in 1906, were made by the Government of
India in the exercise of its extraordinary power under
Section 26 (2) of the Indian Universities Act. A
question has been raised-—hat never decided —whether
such provisions in the Regulations as vest in the
Government a power of econtrol in excess of what is
conferred by the Act of Incorporation or by the
Indian Universities Act, are not really ultra vires,
Section 8 of the Act of Tncorporation, set out above,
authorises the Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor and
Fellows to act in such manuer as shall appear to them
best calculated to promote the purposes intended by
the University, in all cases unprovided for by the Act.
It has been urged that the insertion of restrictive
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provisions in the Regulations constitutes an eu-
croachment upon the statutory powers vested in
the  Senate by Section 8. We need not on the
present occasion express a final opinion on this
controversy. We do not feel called upon to do
%0, but we must add that interference with the
administeation of the University in a manner
not authorised by law should not be tolerated by the
Senate. As the law now stands, we certainly cannot
recommend to the Senate the acceptance of any
position contrary to this view.

It is worthy of note that wherever the University
is brought into contact with the Government, the
expression formerly used was *“ Governor General
in Council” and now used is “Government’ or
“ Local Government.” Neither the Member of the
Executive Council of the Governor General in charge
of Education nor the Minister in charge of Eduéation
in Bengal is mentioned or can be recognised as such.
The intention apparently has.been that the Chancellor,
who is the Head of the University, should, in his
capacity as the Head of the Government, have a
dircct voice in the final decision of such University
matters as are required by Statute to be taken up to
the Government. Expressions recently used hy
some persons show that the true position of the
Governor {Chancellor) in this respect is apt to be
overlooked or ignored; and they appear to us to be
based upon an assumption not founded on the statute
as it stands, which in our view is quite unambiguous
and clear.

PRrROCEDURE

The next important point which deserves
consideration is one of the procedure to be adopted
when the Government deals with a University
matter which is within its jurisdiction. It is
obviously undesirable that a person in the position
of a responsible Minister should give pub!xc express-
jon to opinions upon University questions which
the University authorities themsslves had not been
previously given an opportunity to examine and
consider. The contrary procedure is bound to
lead to unhappy results. A Minister cannot
always be expected to possess an intimate first-
hand acquaintance with the various aspects of the
manifold and complex problems which must arise in
a great and progressive University. 1f the Minister
were to form his opinion on such materials as might
be available to him, he might sometimes come to
erroneous conclusions ; and the public expression of
opinions so formed might lead fo complications
which all persons interested in the welfare of the
University should be anxious to avoid. That this
apprehension is not altogether unfo_unded, may be
illustrated from some of the observations contained

in the Minister’s speech.
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COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

We shall now take up the remarks made
by the Minister with reference to the expendi-
ture incurred by the University on the College of
Science and Technology. These are mainly hased on
figures for the five years from 191617 to 1920-21,
and we find the hope expressed that the University
«wonld revise their way of dealing with the science
side.” 1n order to obtain the true pevspective of
the sitnation, it is necessary, however, to talfe into
account the expenditure incurred by the University
in respect of the College of Science since its
cammencement.

On the 16th March, 1912, Lord Hardinge in
his Convocation Address announced that the
Government of India had decided to make an
annual grant of Rs. 65,000 for the appointment
of University Professors and Lecturers in special
subjects and for the encouragement in other ways
of higher studies and research. On the 29th March,
1912, the Government of India addressed a letter to
the Government of Bengal, intimating, for the
information of the UYniversity, that a recurring grant
of Rs. 65,000 had been made and that the object of
the grant was to enable the University to make
a definite step forward towards the realisation of
the idea of a Teaching University for higher
work as also to improve the inspection of Colleges.
The Syndicate intimated to the Government of
Bengal that they were unanimously opposed to
the appointment of an additional Inspector of
Colleges, and they urged, instead, the creation of a
Professorship of Chemistry in addition to the two
other chairs of Mathematics and Philosophy which
had -been previously suggested. ‘I'he Government
of Bengal, on the 31st July, 1912, strongly supported
this proposal and expressed their concurrence with
the opinion of the Syndicate that no provision need
be made for the appointment of an additional
Tnspector of Colleges. On the 15th June; 1912, Mr.
Taraknath Palit executed his first Trust Deed in
favour of the University, transferring money and
land worth about eight Jakhs of rupees for the establish-
ment of two Professorships, one of Chemistry and the
other of Physies, “na a first step towards the
foundation of a University College of Seience and
Technology.” The S8yndicate aceordingly modi-
fied their proposal that Rs. 12,000 out of the Imperial
Grant should DLe applied for the foundation of a
Chair of Chemistry and recommended that the sum
should be devoted to the maintenance of the Laboratory
of the proposed University College of Science. On the
18th September, 1912, the Government of India sanc-
tioned thia proposal. On the 8th ('ctober, 1912, Mr. Palit
made a further gift of seven lakhs of rupees. On the
30th December, 1912, the Syndicate addressed a letter
to the Governmeni of India for liberal financial
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assistance for the development of University work in
general and of the University College of Science in
particular. The second paragraph of this letter,
which is printed in full in Appendix I, was as
follows:

“ The Government of India are no doubt aware
that in the course of the last six months, Mr., ‘[
Palit, Bar-at-Law, hasmade overto the University a
princely gift of money and property of the aggregate
value of nearly fifteen lakhs of rupees for the purpose
of founding a College of Science and for the general
improvement of scientific and technical education.
Under the terms of the deeds of gift, the University is
bound to maintain, from the income of the endowment,
a Chair of Physics and a Chair of Chemistry and to
institute a scholarship to be awarded to a distinguished
graduate for the study of Science in a foreign
country; the University is also bound to establish a
laboratory for advanced teaching and research and
to contribute towards this object at least two and a
half lakhs of rupees out of its own funds. But this
sum is quite inadequate for the establishment of a
laboratory of the kind contemplated. "The Vice-
Chancellor and the Syndicate are anxious that the
fullest advantage should be taken of this unique
opporbunity to establish a residential College of
Science in Caleutta, and it appears to them that if
the necessary funds are available, the object can he
speedily accomplished without any difficulty. The
properties vested in the University by Mr. Palit
include, among others, two fine plots of land, one of
12 bighas and the other of 25 bighas in area. On
the bigger plot, there are two splendid three-storied
houses, recently built, which are admirably suited
to accommodate 200 students. If, therefore, adequate
funds were forthcoming to erect and equip the
requisite laboratories and Professors’ quarters on
this plot, a Residential College could be set up in
working order in the course of a year. Theestimated
cost of the project amounts to fifteen lakhs of rupees,
and the Vice-Chancellor and the Syndicate do not
hesitate to ask the Government of India for a grant
to the University of this sum. The gift of Mr. Palit
is absolutely unique in the history of Universify
education in this country, and they feel sure that
the Government of India will be glad to supplement
it by at least an aqual amount to enable the Unﬂiversi?y
to carry out the scheme in its entirety, specially in
view of the fact that the University has already agreed
to contribute two and a half lakhs out of its own
very limited savings. I am desired fo add that a
sympathetic and generous attitude on the part of the
Government of India towards the object which
Mr. Palit had at heart, cannot fail greatly to
influence public sentiment and may not improbably
induce other wealthy gentlemen to found slgmlar
endowments for the encouragement of higher

teaching.”
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On the 14th January, 1913, the following reply
was received :

“The Government of India are not yet aware
what grants, if any, they will be able to" assign for
education during the ensuing financial year. But
I am to say that the requests of the Calcutta
University will receive consideration in conjunction
with the claims of other Universities and other
branches of education.”

On the 8th August, 1913, Dr. Rashbehary Ghose
offered to place at the disposal of the University a
sam of ten lakhs of rupees in furtherance of the
University College of Science and for the promotion of
scientific and technical education by the establishment
of four Professorships of Applied Mathematics, Physics,
Chemistry and Botany with special -reference to
. Agrieulture, The Syndicate, encouraged by this
mupificent gift, again addressed a letter to the Govern-
ment of India on the 4th Qctober, 1913, and pressed for
a snbstantial grant in aid of the University College of
Science. The second paragraph of this letter, which
is printed in full in Appendix II, was as follows:

“Tn our letter, dated the 30th December, 1912,
_ the first place was assigned to the scheme for the
establishment of a University College of Science
for the promotion of higher teaching in different
branches of Physical and Natural Science. The
8yndicate pointed out that in furtherance of the
object, Sir Taraknath Palit had made a gift of money
and land to the extent of 15 lakhs of rupees and
that the University had undertaken to supplement .
this unique gift by a contribution of two and a half
lakhs from its limited Reserve Fund. The Syndicate
entertained the hope that, under these circumstances,
the Government of India might suitably supplement
and thereby accord recognition to this princely gift,
but they were disappointed to find that money was
not available for this purpose. Since then, Dr.
Rashbehary Ghose has made a gift of 10 lakhs of
rupees for the foundation of Professorships and
Studentships in connection with the proposed
University College of Bcience. The Syndicate
venture to urge upon the Government of India that a
claim has now been fully established for a generous
contribution from the State in furtherance of the
University College of Science. They further desire
me to point out that the foundation of a University
College of Science for Post-Graduate Studies and
Research is one of the foremost needs of the
University. There is only one College, namely, the
Presidency College, which is affilialed in Physics
and Chemistry up to the standard of the M.A. and
M.8ec. Examinations, but it must be noted that the
Presidency College, inspite of its new laboratories,
has very limited accommodation for Post-Graduate
students and is not able to take in more than 10
students in Chemistry and 18 students in Physics
every year. Apart, therefore, from the. obvious
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importance of increased facilities for the scientifio
tmt_nmg of qunlified students in this country, it is
plain that there does not exist in this University ade-
quate provision for the training of the numerous
lecturers and demonstrators required for the efficient
management of the Colleges affiliated in scientific sub-
Jects. In our letter of the 30th December, 1912, it was
stated that the estimated cost of the project for the
establishment’ of a University College of Science
was 15 lakhs of rupees ; the Syndicate have carefully
reconsidered the matter and have come to the conclu-
gion that a smaller sum would not be sufficient to
secure that efficiency for the institution, which must
for obvious reasons, be its principal characteristic,
The laboratory building, of which the plans are ready,
will cost at least five lakhs of rupees : the hostel which
is proposed to be attached to it, will cost not less
than two lakhs of rupees; the equipment will, on
the most moderate estimate, cost five lakhs of rupees ;
a suitable scientific library cannot be created for less
than two lakhs of rupees, if complste sets of important
periodicals and publications of learned societies have
to be brought together, while at least one lakh will be
required for additional land. Itis not suggested
that the whole of this money, if available, may
be utilised in the course of twelve months, but
it i3 eminently desirable that an iden should he
formed ot the minimum requirements of the entire
scheme which it may take two or possibly three years
- to coniplete.” '

On the 27th November, 1913, the Government of
India replied that the Imperial funds available for
education that year had already been allotted. On
the 4th December, 1913, the University pointed out
that the Syndicate had no intention foask fora grant
out of the funds available during the then current
finanoial year ; but that their object was to place
before the Government, as early as October, a state-
ment of their prossing needs so as to euable the
Government to take it into consideration when
framing its budget estimates for the following
year. On the 28rd December, 1913, the Government
of India replied that when funds were available, the
request of the University for further grants for
higher teaching would be considered in conjunction
with other demands.

Although financial assistance from the Govern-
ment of Iodia was thus not forthcoming, the
University authorities did not feel quite discouraged,
in as much as hopes had boen held out that their
request *for further grants for higher teaching
wounld be considered.” The scheme for the founda-
tion of a University College of Science could not
be abandoned, as the acceptance of the generous
gifts of Bir Taraknath Palit and Sir Rash])eha_.ry
Gthose had placed the University under an obligation
to provide for laboratory, workshop and other
equipments. The foundation-stone-of the building

N



12

designed for the University College of Science was
accordingly laid on the 27th March, 1914, and the
University proceeded to meet the cost of erection
from the Reserve Fund, formed out of the surplus of
esamination fees realised from candidates of all grades
in different stations of life from every corner of the
Province. Unforeseen difficulties, however, arose. The
outbreak of the Great War led toasudden and pheno-
menal depreciation of the Government securities in
which the Reserve Fund had been invested. According-
ly, on the 1st December, 1914, the Syndicate applied
to the Government for a temporary loan against these
securities, as their sale at the prices them current
would entail heavy loss upon the University. On
the 16th March, 1915, the application was refused ;
the result was that the securities were sold
in the open market at a loss of nearly foity
thousand rupees. We cannot overlook that in
their letter, for the first time, the Government
stated that they felt themselves unable to consider
this or any other request regarding these matters,
unless they received a clear statement of the
goneral policy of the University in this respect and
of the proposed College of Sceienee in particular.
It is unnecessary to sef out here the correspondence
which thereupon ensued between the University and
the Government of India; the relevant documents
have already been printed and will be found in the
Appendix to the Minutes of the Senate dated the
3rd January, 1920, It is sufficient for our present
purpose to state that the ultimate result of a pro-
tracted correspondence was that on the 9th August,
1017, the Government of India sent the following
intimation to the University :

“In reply I am tosay that the Government of
India propose to defer consideration of the question
of granting financial assistance in this connection
to the University, pending receipt of the recom-
mendations of the proposed Calcutta University
Commission.”

Notwithstanding this regrettable attitude of the
Government of India, the University steadily proceeded
with the work of the College of Beience and Technology.
The adoption of this course is fully justified by an
event which followed. On the 22nd December,
1919, 8ir Rashbehary Ghose offered to place at the
disposal of the University three and a half per
cent. Government securities of the nominal value of
Rs. 11,43,000, which would produce an annual
income of Rs. 40,005, to be applied exclusively. for
purposes of iechnological instruction and research,
by the establishment of two new University Pro-
fessorships of Applied Chemistry and Applied Physics
and four research studentships.

. The amount which has been spent on the Uni-
versity College of Bcience during the last- ten
years may now be set out in the form of a tabular
statement, under the principal heads of expenditure :
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et
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The ahove statement shows that t_he total
expenditure on the University College of Science and
Technolosy up to 31st March, 1922, bas been
Rs. 18,13,059. This sum has been contributed as
follows :

1. Contribution from the annual Rs.

Government of India Grant .

of Rs. 65,000 ., ... 1,220,000
9. Contribution from Sir Tarak-

nath Palit Fund ... o 1,87,806.
3. Contribution from Sir Rash-

behary Ghose Fund oo 8,51,74d
4. Muition fees from students - ... 65,000
5. Contribution from the Tee

Fund of the University ... 9,890,909

Torar Rs. ... 18,13,859

What we desire to emphasise is that while the
University has contributed from its Fee Fund nearly
ten lacs of rupees to supplement the tuition fees and the
income of the Palit and Ghose funds, only one lae and
twenty thousand rupees have been contributed by the
Government of India in ten years from the public
funds. There is no room for controversy as to the fact
that the financial embarrassment of the University
is attributable very largely to the expenditure on
the College of Science. The position would have
been entirely different if the Government of India had,
even in some measure, fulfilled its obligation to the
cause of development of higher studies by rendering
liberal financial assistance to the Iniversity in
recognition of the unparalleled gifts of Sir Taraknath
_Palit and Sir Rashbehary Ghose. 7To select the figures
- for recent years and fo confine our attention to them
alone, cannot hut create a misleading impression as to
the part which has been played by the University and
the Government respectively in the matter of the
establishment of a University College of Science and
Technology for advanced instruction and research.

At this point it is our duty to draw attention
to events which happened during the last year.
On the 5th February, 1921, the Registrar, under the
instruetion of the then Viee-Chancellor (approved by
the Syndicate on the 11th February, 1921) addressed
the following letter to the Government of Bengal,

asking for financial assistance towards the develop-
ment of higher teaching in the University, specially
technological and agricultural instruction :

“l1 am direeted by the Viee-Chancellor and Syndicate
to request you to plase before the Hon’ble the Minister in
charge of Education this application for financial assistance for
the development of teaching work in accordance with the
recommendations of the Caleutta University Commission. :

. Parazraph 54 of Chapter LI of the Roport of the Com-
mission (Vol. V, pp. 282-83) is in these terms :

“The post-graduate scheme deseribed in Chapter XV is-
earried on at a cost of more than 5 lakhs of rupees, of which
Rs. 1,25,000 is derived from lecture fecs. The Government of
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Indis has contributed towards the cost, firat, by founding three
chairs and two readerships at an annual cost of Rs, 40,000; and
secondly, by a grant of Rs. 15,000 for the post-graduate classes
in general. The balance, more than half of the total, is taken
frm_n the general funds of the University, which are, in fact,
derived almost wholly from the profits on examinations. Fees
at the Matriculation, Intermediate and B. A, Examinations
have been increased in order 1o meet these charges. The 138
full-time University Lecturers who provide the bulk of the
instruction are paid salaries, varying in amount, whicl nVernge
Rs. 225 per mensem or £180 perannum. The funds do not
permit these salaries to be inereased, nor 38 any superannuation
scheme provided; it is, consequently, difficalt to retain the
services of some of the abler teachers. It would demand an
additional expendituve of about 1} lakhs to increass the average
salary to Rs. 300, which is not excessive for this grade of work,
seeing that we have suggested Rs. 200 as the averaze for those
of the College Teachers who are not Heads of Departments,”

The recommendation of the Commission has received addi-
tional strength from recent events. It has bean brought to the
nofice of the Vice-Chancellor that appointments in the Ducca
University have been offered to members of the Caleutta
University staff on muoch higher ealaties than the Calontia
University has found it hitherto possible to pay them. To take
ove illustration, a member of the Post-Graduate staff in  Philg.
sophy, who is in receipt of a salury of Rs. 300, has been offered
an appointment in the Dacea University on a minimum salary
of Rs. 500 with periodical inerements. The Viee-Chancellor
and Syndicate are not able to appreciate the justification for
placing publie . funds af the disposal of the Dacea University
authorities, with the inevitable result that they are enabled to
take away members of the Post-Graduate staff by offer of higher
salavies. If public funds are available for development of higher
teaching in Bengal, the Caleatta University is manifestly
entitled to a fair share theveof. I am, accordingly, directed to
request that a grant of one and a qoarter lakhs be made for
salaries of the Post-Graduate staff during the session 1921-22,
s recommended by the Commission,

I am, further, directed to request that a capital grant of
Rupees Ten Lakhs may be made for extension of Technological
studies, as recommended by the Commission in Paragraph 76 of
Chapter LI of their Report. 'I'ne Government of Bengal are,
ne doubt, aware of the organisation which exists in the Univer-
sity College of Science and Teehnology for teaching in Seience,
Pure and Applied. The College of Beience owes its existence in
the main to the munificence of the late Sir Tarakoath Palit and
the Hon'ble Siv Rashbebary Ghose. The gift made by the former
(money and land) is worth 15 lakhs of rupees; the endowment
crented by the latter exceeds 20 lakhs of rupees. The income of
the two endowments has to be applied principally in the mainte-
nance of eipht Chairs and sixteen Research Students. The Chairs
are now held by scholars of the highest academic distinetion :
Palit Professor of Chemistry. Sir P. C. Ray, Kt, Ph.D,

. D.Se, C.LE, F.C.8,

Palit Professor of Phyics.
Ghose Professor of Applied

Mathematics. _
Ghose Professor of Chemistry

Ghose Professor of Physics

Ghose - Professor of Agricul-

tural Botany. ,
Ghose Professor of Applied
Physics. -
Ghosg Professor of Applied
Chemistry. .

Mr. C, V. Raman, MA..
Dr. 8. K. Banerjee, D.Se.

Dr. P.C. Mitter, M.A., Ph.D.
{Berlin).

Dr. D. M, Bose, M.A., B.Se.
. Ph.D. (Beriin). ‘
Dr. 8. P. Aghatkar, M.A,,Ph.D.

{Berlin).
Dr, P. N. Ghosh, M.A., Ph.D.

Dr. H. K. Sen, M.A, D.Se.
(London). .
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The balance of the income of these endowments, which is left
after payment of the ealaries of these Professors and of scholar-
ships to the regearch students, is quite xpadegua.te for equipment
of the respective Laboratories. The 1niversity has, consequently,
found it necessary to devote a large portion of its current mcome
from year to yesr to the construction of the Laboratory build-
ings, and the equipment of the Laboratories. Some idea of the
sume which have been spent by the University will be gained
from the following statement :

Re.
Cost of eraction of Palit Laboratory Building
at 92, Upper Circular Road 3,89,427
Equipment for the Laboratory (Physical,
Chemical and Biological) e. -3,34,382
Torar 7,23,809

Beosides this, the University maintains two Chairs, one for
Botany and the other, for Zoology. The former ie held by
Dr. P. Briih], D.8c., who is on the grade of Rs. 800-50-1,000,
and the Iatter, by Mr. 8. Maulik, M.A. (Cantab), who is on the
grade of Rs. 800-50-800. To carry on the work in each Depart-
ment, the University has found it necessary to employ a number
of Assigtant Professors, Lecturers and Demcostrators, whose
aggregate salary amounts to Re. 8,625 per month, Notwith-
standing all these arrangements, the University has found it
impossible to undertake instruction in Technology and Applied
Science on anything approaching an adequate scale. This is a
matter for deep regret, specially in view of the fact that the
last gift of the Hon'ble Sir Rashbebary Ghose was made ox-
pressly for development of technologieal teaching, and the Chair
of Botany first created by him was expressly intended for
improvement of agricultural instruction. The authorities of the
Seience College have had ready for some time past a carefully
prepared programme of work for the development of techunolo-
gioal instruction, aund its outline may be set forth here for
information of Government :

Re.
(A) Applied Chemistry” 4,865,000
(B) Applied Physics 2,10,000

(C) Applied Botany (including Agriculture)  2,00,000
(D) Library of the Science College ... 1,25,000

e —_—"

Torar, 10,00,000

In Chemistry (A), the most escential need is an adequate
workshop : this, it is estimated, will cost Rs. 2,25,000, namely,
Re. 75,000 for boilding and Rs, 1,50,000 for appliances. It is
proposed to undertake instruction in Chemistry of Leather and
Chemistry of Dyes. Besides this, it is proposed to have arrange-
ments for practical instruction in the manufacture of some of
the following :

Solphurie Acid, Glass, Paper and Pulp, Lime, Mortar and
Cement, Sugar, Soap, Candle snd Glycerine, Paints and Pig-
ments, Qils,  Apart from these, factory appliances, like disipte-
grators, centrifugais, filter-presses, hydraulic presses, vacuum
pans, ete., would be indispensable. These would require a grant
of 2 Jukhe of rupees to enable the College authorities to make a
good beginoing. Finally, at least Ra, 40,000 would be needed
for even & small laboratory for technical analysis. This brings
up the figura for the Department of Chemistry to Re. 4,65,000.

In the Department of Applied Physics (B), it is intended to
undertake work in Applied Eleotricity, in the testing and
standardisation of instruments, in Applied Opties (including
1lumination Engineering), in Pyrometry and in Applied
Thermo-Dynamies (ineluding a study of the efficiency of

-
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different types of Heat Kngines), An estimate of Rs. 2,10,000
18 manifestly a very modest demand for so important a work,

. In tba D_epartmtgnb of Botany (C), it isintended to undertake
lostruction in Agriculture. The most urgent need is an ex-
perimental farm, which need not be situated in the immediata
heighbourhood of Caleutta, A site in some place easily accessible
by rail will meet the needs of our students. The acquisition of
land and the construction and equipment of a farm will cost nt
least & lakh of rupees.- Another one lakh will enable the Univer-
sity Professors to complete the arrangements which have
?{I;:&:Idy been begun in Palit House at 35, Balligunj Cireular

The remaining item (D) is the Library of the University
College of Science. For purposes of instraction on the most
modern lines in sueh subjects as Chemistry, Physics and Botany,
1t is absolutely essential to nequire the chief journals and
standard works of reference. A sum of Rhpees One Lakh and
Twenty-five Thousand will enable the University to procure not
all, but many, of the most pressing requisites,

It is obvious that a recurring grant would be needed for the
purpose of carrying out efficiently the work of technological and
agricultural jvstruction from year to year. The Vice-Chaneellor
and Syudieate do not, however, press for a recurring grant *
during the ensuing session, and they will be content to utilise
the capital grant, which may be placed at their disposal, with the
assistance of their present staff, .

The Viee-Chancellor and Syndicate, accordingly, request
that provision may be made for a capital grant of Rupees Ten
Lalhs for the development of technological studies in eonneetion
with the University College of Science, in addition ta the grant
of Rupees One Lakh and Twenty-five Thousand for the salary
of Post-Graduate Teachers.”

- Mo this letter the Government of Bengal replied
on the 15th November, 1921, in the following terms :

“I am directed to refer to your letter, No, (3-345, dated the
5th Tebruary, 1921, in which you ask for a grant of Rs. 1,25,000
for improvement of the Post-Graduate Department of the Cal-
cutta University and a.capital grant of s, 10,00,000 for exten-
sion of technological studies, Both these proposals are based on
the recommendations of the Caleutta University Commission’s
Report.

' p’I‘he present financial condition of the Government of
Bengal is well.known to the Caleutta University. The Uni-
versity is, no doubt, aware that representations were made by
this Government to the Government of Indie about the need
of improving the finances of the Province. It was pot possible
to reply to your letter until the Government of India had
considered these representations, and the relief since granted
by the Government of India is so inadequate that unless fresh
sources of revenus are made available, very drastic retrench.
ments will have to be undertaken in all Departmeats. The
University will, therefore, realise that there is no immediate
prospect of carrying into effeet the recommendations of the
Sadler Commission. The Government of Benga], however,
. propose shortly to address tbe Government of India, protesting
against the inadequacy of financial relief, as, among other con-
sequences, inevitably leading to the postponement of University
reforms on the lines of the Sadler Commission’s report. The
Government of Bengal in the Ministry of Education regret to
say that, as in their present financial position, refon:ns on
the lines of the Sadler Commission’s Report cannob posaibly be
contemplated, they are unable to grant either of the requests
contained in the letter under reply, Government further @egxre
to take this opportunity of suggesting that in the present oritical
financial position both of the University and of the Government,
the University may find it desirable not fo try to expand its
aotivities till fresh sourees of revenue are made available to it.
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{ am to add that, although the Caleutta Univarsit‘y has
made no representation to Government abont the necessity of
relief for its immediate needs, the attention of Government has
been drawn to its eritical and embarrassing finaueial position
from the published proceedings and reports. Under certain
eonditions and subject to certain contingencies the Government of
Bengal are willing to help the Caleutta University io extricate
“itself from its more immedinte financial embarrasements and any
representation for assistance on a modest scale which the Calcutta
University desires to place before the Government will Lo
sympathetieally eonsidered.

Finally, I am to say that, although for the reason stated
above, po formal reply could be earlier given to the letter under
reply, the provisional views of Government were verbally
communicated to respovsible authorities of the University.”

This letter, though disappointing in the imme-
~ diate résult, need not be regarded as discouraging in

tone. It may be pointed out, however, that there
was no ground for the apprehension that the Univer-
sitv might try to expand its activities before fresh
. sources of revenpue had become available, The Uni-
versity had asked for assistance only to carry out in
a suitable mannper the great work of advanced in-
struction and research in Science and Technology,
which it had been privileged to initiate by reason
of the munificence of Sir Taraknath Palit and Sir
Rashbehary Ghose, long bafore the appointment of
" the University Commission and the tormulation of
their scheme of University reconstruction. But it is
gratifying to record that while the Government of
Tndia had failed to assist the University in a befitting
manner and the Government of Bengal regretted
its inability to promote the work of the University
in these directions, yet another splendid donation was
received by the University. The gift made by the
late Kumar Guruprasad Singh of Khaira amounted
to five and a half lacs of rupees and the University
was able last year to devote three of the five chairs,
maintained out of that endowment, to Physics,
_Chemistry and Agriculture—each of these a subject

within the scope of the activities of the College of
Beience and Technology.

The substance of the matter is that while the -
University has persistently striven, during the last ten
years, often under extremely adverse circumstances,
to maintain a College of 8cience and Technology, the
Government of India and the Government of Bengal
have not yet helped the institution in a manner
worthy of its great founders, In such circum-
stances, criticism not accompanied by practical
manifestation of good-will and sympathy, is not likely
to facilitate the performance of a difficult task.

" PosT-GrADUATE TEACHING IN ARTS

We next pass on to a criticism which has been -
directed against the apparently larger expenditure on
Post-Graduate Teaching in Arts in comparison with
that inecurred on the Science side. In our opinion,
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this is based upon a superficial comparison
of the sums spent on each side without making any
reference to the number of students and the variety of
subjects included within the scope of each department.
The following tables set out the number of students
in each side in the Fifth and Sixth Year Classes
during the years 1920-21 and 1921-22,

. PosT-GRADUATE
ARTS,
1920-21. < 192122,
5th-yenriGth-yenr| Total [5th-year(Gth-yenr To;nl
English . w|  BIR 228 G4l 240 158 808
Ban glerit 25 2 L1 1% 18 28
Pali & 3 8 2 -4 ]
Arabic - ] 4 ] ] 8 9
Persinn’ " B & 9 3 4 7
Comparative Philology ... 4 | 1 5 2 1 3
Tndion Yornacolars I 2 | e3| 18 w | o2
Philosophy ‘ ™ 85 62 14‘.1 53 43 94
- Experimental faycho]ogy 11 &% 18 38 2 5
History - 109 b4 163 b7 59 16
Anthropology 20 20 19 g | 2
Economics w104 68 172 51 « 83 114
Puro Mnthematics It 87 | 18| | s
Anciont Indisn History .. 28 i 47 18 17 3’5
Commerce 110 110
816 528 | 1348 641 430 | 1071

PosT-GRADUATE
SOIENCE.
1920-21. 1021-22.

5th-yeor |8th-year | Total (Bth-year [Bth-year | Total
Applied Mathowsties ... &1 22 49 17 14 3l
Plrysics I 26 | 69 80 18 | 48
Chomistry o7 | ee | s8] 28| 20| 48
Botany w4 1 5 8 4 10
Physiology ] 6 12 7 8 13
Geology [} 8 9 6 6 12
Zwology 9 1 10 & 2 7'
Appliod Chemistry - 12 2 14 18 10 28
‘ 124 | 87 ) 211 116 BO- | 196
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It will be observed that whereas in 1920-21, there
were 1,343 students in the department of Arts, there
were only 211 students in the department of Science ;
in 1921-22 the respective figures were 1,0?’1 and 195.
Again, while the department of Arts included as
many as fifteen distinct subjects, many  of them
consisting of several sections and sub-sections, _there
were only eight subjects in the department of Seience.
It is further worthy of note that three of the subjects
in the department of Arts, namely, Kxperimental
Psychology, Anthropology and Pure Mathematies lie
on the border-land of Arts and Science, if, indeed
they are not really included in the domain of Science. -
Apart from this, the fact cannot be ignored that the
department of Arts in an Indian University must be
of an even more comprehensive character than in a
western University, in as much as many of the
~ subjects must be studied and investigated with
reference to eastern as well as western conditions.
For instance, subjects like History, Philosophy and
'Economics have to be approached by the Indian
student from a standpoint not quite identical with
what appeals to a western. student. KEven if this
factor be not taken into account, it will be found that
in many western Universities not specially devoted
- to Science, the scope of activities in the department
of Letters is more comprehensive and involves the
expenditure of a larger sum of money than the -
Science side.

Finally, the implications of the suggestion
that the. expenditure on the science side from the
University Funds should be increased, are perhaps
not always fully realised. Thus, if it were proposed
to increase the number of stadents now annually
admitted into the University College of Science, a
substantial amount of capital expenditure would be
inevitable, as additional buildings and laboratory
appliances would at once be needed. The University
cannot be expected to contribute continuously, from its
precarious fee income, large sums thus required
for capital expenditure. It is also well-known
that in a scientific subject which is always ac-
companied by laboratory work, each student costs an
appreciable sum in the way of recurring expenditure.
It has been calculated, for instance, that in the depart-
ment of Chemistry, the monthly expenditure on each
student is mnesrly three times the tuition fee paid
by him, Far different is the position in the department
of Arts, where it is immaterial whether, for instance,
forty or sixty students atiend a class in Philosophy.
It is desirable to add here that, apart from
all these considerations, there is a fundamental
difficulty in the way of a substantial increase in the
number of Post-Graduate students in the department
of Science. Experience L has shown that the
accommodation available for B.Se, students in our
affiliated Colleges is strictly limited, and the training
which is received by many of them is not sufficiently
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thorough 5o as to enable them to profit by a course of
post-graduate study, This points to the conclusion
that the affiliated Colleges themselves require to be
strengthened, so that there may be a larger supply
of better qualified graduates for admission into the
University classes. This clearly raises a problem
which "the University cannot be expected to solve
by means of its unaided efforts. When the true facts
are correctly appreciated, it will, we think, be found
that there is no ground for the imputation that the
University has undunly favoured the department of
Arts to the detriment of the department of Science.
It should also be borne in -mind that while the
department of Science has attracted notable
‘endowments, there is nothing substantial which can
be deemed worthy of mention in the department of
Arts. Moreover, the grant from the public funds
is equally inadequate in the case of both the
departments. Consequently, the Arts side must
rely for its maintenance, in a much larger measure
than the 8cience side on the general fund of
the University—unless, indeed, it is intended that
the department of Arts should be starved out
- of existence.

Before we pass on to the next point, we may set
out, in the form of a tabular statement, the amount
spent during the last ten years in the Department of
Arts under the principal heads of expenditure :
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191213 .| 8250 " 2,032 | 48,141 ]
1913.14 6935 | 5860 | 0,000 | 12,000 | 60,289 .
1914.15 15,428 | 15,000 | 12,000 | 4,645 [1,28,621 2,804
1015.16 14,573 | 15,000 | 12,000 1,32,680 “ 2,607
1918.17 15000 | 6,260 | 12,000 11,3408 - 2,982
1917.18 w000 | 7185 ) 12,000 1 10967 [215086 | 8003 5517 | 1,508 722 3,308
1918-18 .| poaz] 16200 | 12000 12,000 [a2a4v2 ] 187301 187241 2210 ) 1499 925 | 3,209
1618.20 4830 ] 16200 14750 | 12000 328045 | 28984 ] 20950 | L170! 2180 | 43631 6024 | 3821
1920.21 .. { 12,000 | 16,200 | 10,935 | 16,145 8,809,215 | 25453 | 18,303 | 1,057 | 2637 | 7620| 3440 | 12082
ToTaL . i1,08,057 101,086 | 90085 | ©9,789 |17,60,823 81472 | 03,803 | 6,848 [ 7,038 | 12,608 | 24381 | 15703

Grarp Torar—28,40,600.

88 -
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s,

This sum was met from :
(1) Governmeut grant for three Professorships 2,98,727
(2) Government grant for University Lieeturers 1,835,000
(8) Tuition fees from students ... 8,58,108
(4) University funds ,..- <. 12,48,857

Torar Rs. 23,40,690

The figures in this table, when contrasted with
those contained in the table set out above regarding
the University College of Science, bring into relief

“ two vital points. In the first place, the contribution
from the University Funds for Post-Graduate teaching
in Arts has not been unduly excessive in comparison
with the contribution to the College of Science, In
the second place, while in the case of the Department
of Axts, the University has not contributed even
double the amount of tuition fees, in the case of the
Department of Bcience, the University has contribu-
ted more than fifteen times the amount of tuition

faes,

“THOUGHTLESS EXpawsion "

We next proceed to deal with the grave charge
that the expansion of higher teaching in the
" University furnishes evidence of “ criminal thought-
lessness.” It is not essential for our present
purpose to trace the development of Post-Graduate
Teaching in the University, under the Regulations
framed in 1906, and before the introduction of the
aystem now in operation, In 1916, the (E:‘Qvgrnment
of India appointed a Committee to advise them on
the Dbest method of consolidation of Post-Graduate
studies. The Committee consisted of Mr. Hornell,
Dr. Hayden, Mr. Anderson, Dr, Seal, Dr, Howells,
‘Dr. P. C. Ray, Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Wordsworth and
Bir Asutosh Mookerjee as Chairman. On the 12th
December, 1916, the Committee presented &
unanimous report, which outlined a comprehensive
scheme of reconstruetion. The Government of
India expressed their-approval of the Report with
the concurrence of Lord Carmichael, who was, at
the time, Rector of the University, The Government
+ of India then forwarded the Rgport to t:he Senate for
consideration, with the intimation that, if the §cheme
framed by the Committee should find favour with the
Senate, the Government would be prepared to accord
their sanction to it. After a prolonged debate, the
Senate adopted the princip!e form'ulated in the I_Re}_)ort
and framed Regulations with a view to carry it into
immediate execution. Lord R‘onaldshay, who had
meanwhile,succeeded Lord Carmichael as Rector,after
independent examination of the -sche‘me becar{xe, as he
himself stated in his Convocation Address. in 1920,
its * convinced supporter ”_ and * geju,ve to it all t.he
support which was within his power.” On the 26th
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June, 1917, the Government of India accorded their
sanction to the Regulations for Post-Graduate
Teaching in various branches of Arts and Science.
Since then, the Regulations have been amplified with
the sanction of the Government concerned, and new
subjects have been taken up for study and research,
‘'such as Indian Vernaculars, Anthropology, Ancient
Indian History and Commerce. The scheme now
in operation is thus the result of deliberate thought
and anxious discussion on the part of all the
authorities concerned.* The financial aspect of the
matter was manifestly kept well in mind by the
framers of the Regulations when they inserted the
following provision in section 45 of Chapter XT of
the Regulations: '

¢ From the date of commencement of the Regu-
lations contained in this chapter, a fund shall be
constituted “for the promotion of Post-Graduate
studies, to be called “The Post-Graduate Teaching

Fund.,” To such fund there shall be annually
credited . _

(a) grants from Government and benefactions
made specifically for this purpose by
donors ;

(b) fees paid by students in the Post-Graduate
classes;

(¢) one-third of the fees realised from candidates
for the Matriculation, I.A., LSc., B.A., and
B.Sc¢. Examinafions; and

(d) such other sums as the Senate may, from
time to time, direct.” "

At the time when the Regulations were framed,
the fees payable by candidates for the Matriculation,
I.A.,, 1.8c., and B.A. examinations were raised
from Rs. 12, Rs. 25, Rs. 25, Rs. 35 to Rs. 15,
Ras. 30, Rs. 30, Rs. 40, respectively, with the proviso
that one-third of the fees realised, including the fees
for the B.Sc. examination (which remained unaltered),

.must be credited to the Post-Graduate Teaching
Fund. Tt was fully anticipated that this contribu-
tion by itself would mot be sufficient to enable the
University to discharge the obligation imposed upon
it, and that reliance would have to be placed upon
grants from the Government, upon private benefac- .
tions, and upon such other sums as the Senate might
from time to time find it practicable to vote from its

* 1t is important to recall in this. connection that such of
the University Chairs as are maintained out of University funds
and not out of endowments have all been established, as required
by See. 1 of Chap, IV of the Regulations, with the previous
consent of the Government of India. The Carmichael Profes-
sorship of Ancient Indian History and Culture was established
in this manner in 1912, the Professorship of Comparative Philo-
logy in 1v18; the two Professorships in English Language and
Literature in 1913, the Professorehip of Botany in 1817, the
Professorship of Zoology in 1917, and the Professorship of
Internstional Law, Public and Private, in 1919,
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general income. Economy and efficiency cannot be
measured by a mathematical standard ; but, subject
to the obvious reservation that an edueational institu-
tion maintained for the Advancement of Learning
cannot berun on commercial lines, the system has
been carried out with such economy as is consistent
with efficiency. We are aware that the suggestion
has been repeated from time to time that the salaries
paid to Post-Graduate teachers were unusually liberal
and that they were overpaid and underworked. This
oriticism is sufficiently answered by the significant
fact that lecturers in the Post-Graduate Department,
have been eagerly sought after by promoters of new
Universities and Heads of Government Departments
who have offered them more liberal salaries and more
attractive terms than this University has ever been in a
position to hold out.* On the other hand, a new line
of criticism has recently found some favour, namely,
" that the University need not undertake instruction in
subjects which do not attract a large number of
students. This objection, if allowed to prevail, would
swoep away most of the subjects which should be
included in the Post-Graduate scheme of an Indian
University, if it is to justify its existénce as an
oriental seat of learning. Tt will further be found
that not a few lecturers have to work in more
than one department and some of them moreover are
in charge of larze under-graduate classesinsubjects, not
taken up in most of the affilinted Colleges in the city.t

* In this, category may be included, amongst otbers, Dr.
Brajendranath Seal (Mysore), Dr. Ganesh Prasad (Benares),
Dr. Rameschandra Majumdar (Dacen), Mr. Krishna Binod
Saha (Dacea), Mr. Haridas Bhattacharyya (Dacea), Mr,
Nalinimohan Bose {(Daces), Mr. Satyendranath Bose (Dacea)
Mr. Sabidullah (Dacea), Dr. Jnanendrachandra Ghose (Dacca),
Mr. Surendranath Majumdar (Patna), Dr. Radhakamal
Mookerjee (Lucknow), Mr. Bhujangabbushao Mookerjee
(Lucknow), Mr. Praphullschandra Bose (Indore), Mr. K. G.
Naik (Burods), Mr. A, K. Chenda (LES.), h‘ir. B. N.
Seal (LE.S.), Mr, Durgsgati Chattornj (P. E. 8.), Mr.
Abinaschandra Saha (P, E. 8.), Mr. Anantaprasad Banerjea
(P. E. 8), Mr. Dhireschandra Acbaryya (P, E. 3.), Mr.
Panchanandas Mookerjee (P. B. 8.), Mr. Ramaprasad Chanda
(Archzologiesl Dept.), Mr. 8. N. Bal (Botanical Dept.)
Mr. Srintvasa Rao (Zoological Dept.), Dr. Sudbansukumar
Banerjee  (Meteorological  Dept.), Mr. Chinmayanandan
(Meteorological Dept), Dr, Rasiklal Datta (Industries Ltept.).

t As au illustration we may mention that a eriticiam has
on this ground been directed against the Department of Pali
amongst others. " It hes been urged that to maintain & etaff
of 8 teachers for 8 Post-graduate students is an anefensable
waste of money. This overlooks, .h.owever, thg L}udgumble fact
that the number of teachers requisite for specialisation and for
advanced instruction and research, depends very largely upon
the extent aud seope of the subject concerned. Mureow?r, these
Post-graduate teachers in Fali have to take part along with two
junior lecturers, in the work of 7 Jumor‘clases in Pal:,‘ fﬂl'
‘Matriculation, First Year, Second Year, Third Yeor Pass, ‘I'hird
Year Honours, Fourth Year Pass and Fourth Year Honours
students. The students in these classesn'umbar‘:OO men on an
avernge. The members of the staff in Pali bave also to
deal with Pali as basic Janguage in the Department of
Indian Vernaculars and with the History and Philesopby of
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On the other hand, the fact cannot be ignored that
the University Commission recoramended (Report,
Vol. 5, p. 282) that, apart from all questions of re-
construction of the University, a grant of Rs. 1,25,000
a vear should be made by the Government with a
view to increase the salaries of the members of the
Post-Graduate staff which, on an average, amounted -
to Rs. 225 a month and should pot, according to the
Cominissionr be, on an avetage, less than Rs, 300 a
month. It will also be recalled that in anticipation
of probable financial stringency as the result of the
Great War, the Senate sought the sanction of the
Government to a proposal for increase in the exami-
nation fees. The Government declined to accord the
necessary sanction, except to a limited extent. Mean-
while, the expenditure in the general department of
the University has appreciably increased as the result
of post-war conditions. At the same time, bhe steady
rise in the income of the University has heen arrested
by the successive creation of the Patna University, the
Rangoon University, the Dacca University and the
Dacca Intermediate Board. The embarrassment of
the situation has moreover heen accentuated by an
unforeseen reduction in the number of candidates at
various examinations, which has been attributed to
political excitement spreading throughout the
country. If all these circumstances are borne in
mind, the University cannot be rightly charged with
“thoughtlessuess” in matters financial. Neither
can it be blamed for duplicating the work of instruc-
tion available in other academic centres, The truth
js that this TUniversity bhas been the  first in
the field in the matter of Post-Graduate teaching,
and while the grants it has received from the
State have not been increased for many years past,
notwithstanding the expansion of its activities, other
institutions have been created within its jurisdiction
and are being maintained by liheral grants from the
State, thus duplicating the work which had already
heen undertaken and performed by this University.
Here we may conveniently set ouf the grants

annually received by this University from the
Government.*

Buddbism in the Department of Ancient lndian History. The
Departments are, indeed, so correlated and inierdependent that
the atolition of une may involve the abolition of the others.
Observations of a similar character apply to other departments,
such as Arabic and Persian, and Anthropology. ‘Though the
number of Post- draduate students in Arabic and Persian is
smmall, there are under-graduate elasses, which contain on an
average 170 etudents. Lo Anthropology the number of  Post
Graduate students ie steadily increasing ; there are besides under-
graduate classes which contain about 140 students.

* Besides the pgrants enumerated, there is a sam of
Re. 13,128 placed by the Loeal Government in the
hands of the University for part payment of reut of
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(1) Minto Professorship (Economics)—Rs.10,000
since 1909-10, raised to Rs. 13,000 since
1913-14. ,
(2) Hardinge Professorship (Mathematics)—Rs.
12,000 since 1912-13.
(8) George V Professorship (Philosophy)-—
Rs. 12,000 since 1912-13.
(4) Laboratory (Science)—~Rs. 12,000 since
1912-13.
55; Readers—Rs. 4,000 since 1913-13,
6) University  Post-Graduate  Leoturers—
) Rs. 15,000 since 1912-18.
(7) Law College~Rs. 20,000 since 1909-10.
(8) Law College—Rs, 10,000 since 1912-13.
(9) Inspection, General Administration—Ra,
25,000 since 1905.6,%
(10) Travelling expenses of Fellows~~Rs. 5,000
sinee 1905-6.

If these sums were considered essential for the
needs of the University so many years ago, it is
undeniable that grants om a much more liberal
scale from the public funds would, prime facie, be
necessary now to meet its steadily growing demands.
‘What requires revision is not the ideal of those, who
have developed and carried on’the work of Post-
Graduate teaching in the University, often amidst
unpropitious cireumstances, but the stand-point of
those who are entrusted with the duty of promoting
higher education by the assignment of granis from
public revenues,

‘While on this subject, we may draw attention to
the remarkable fact that although the grant for Post-
Graduate teaching has remained unaltered during
the last ten yeavs, theintroduction of the present
systom has actually resulted in pecuniary benefit
to the Government of Bengal. The system,
as is well known, is based upon the principle of
co-operation between the Colleges and the Uni-
versity. Many of the Professors in the Presidency
College have accordingly been appointed Uni-
versity Lecturers. The University offers them an
honoravium of Rs. 1,200 a year each, The GGovern-
ment of Bengal receives the amount from the Uni-
versity and does not pay it to the Professors
concerned. On the other hand, the authorities of
the Presidency College have to pay over to the
University the tuition fee -recoverable from such

houses ocoupied by studeots of affiliated colleges. This
can in no sense be treated as a grant to the University,
Under the Regulations, the duty is cast upon the College?s
to provide for suitable residences for such of their
students as do not reside with legal or approved gunrdians. This
grant was ipstitubed with a view to diminish the burden which
might otherwise bave been thrown by the Colleges upon their

dents.
stu :nThﬂ cost of inspection of Colleges exceeds Rs. 15,000 a

year, leaving less thau Ra. 7,000 a year available for the general
administration of the Unixersity,
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Post-Graduate students as attach themselves to
that College. The difference between the sum
appropriated by the Government of Bengal and the
sum paid by the Presidency College to the
University shows a substantial balance in favour of
the Government, as will appear from the following
statement : ‘

Rs.
191718 - ... ... 3,464
191819 ... ... 14,256
1919-20 ... 15,976

Total Rs. 33,695

It thus appears that the University has not
only failed to induce the Government to increase
its eontribution towards Post-Graduate teaching, but
has actually enriched the Government through its
Post-Graduate départment. It is also worthy of
note that while controlis claimed over the University
as if it were a department of the Government, the
University is treated as an outside body when
revenue has to be levied. Thus, asum of Rs. 4,880-9
has been recovered from the University during the
period between 1st July, 1920 and 31st March, 1922
as customs duty on laboratory instruments brought
out for the University College of Science, whereas no
such duty is exacted from what are known as
“ Government Colleges,” The instances} of ecivie
thoughtfulness mentioned above may, perhaps,
indicate the nature of the treatment hitherto accorded
to the University by the Government.

We feel bound to make some other observations
before we leave this topic. As prescribed by the
Regulations an elaborate procedure has to be
followed whenever an appointment is made in the
Post-Graduate department. The matter has to be
placed successively before the Board of Higher
Studies concerned, the Executive Committes, the
Council, the Syndicate and the Senate. ¥Each
nomination is liable to be challenged at every stage
of this process, and the appointment, when made
by the Senate, is required to be notified to the
Government for the possible exercise of a power of
veto on grounds other than academie, Criticisms
of a general character to the effect that appointments
thus made have been often injudicious should not
carry weight with men of judgment and
experience, Indeed, a careful study of the list of
Post-Graduate teachers would make it manifest that
appointments have heen made with care and caution.
During the last two or three years, there have been
many instances where vacancies on the staff, due to
death, resignation or like causes, have not either been
filled up at all in view of financial str

. ingene
or have been filled up by the dppointment of ygun;_gi-
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men on smaller salaries* But it must be kept in
view that every vacancy in the staff cannot be left
open, even if a moderate standard of efficiency is to
be maintained, specially where the interests of
students, who are already undergoing training in a
subject, must be safeguarded. It should not also be
. overlocked that the conditions of service in an
educational organisation of this character, which
includes many a scholar of high academic attain-
ments, cannot be modified all on a sudden, 'This
remark is of special force when we bear in mind
that mapy members of the staff hold appoint-
ments  for a specified term; but for such
moderate security of tenure, it would have been
impracticable to retain the services of competent
men on the University staff. On the other hand, if
. it be maintained that Post-Graduate teaching should
not have been undertzken by the University unloss
and until permanent guaraniees of adequate grants
could be obtained from the Government, experience
renders the conclusion highly probable that there
would never have been established a Teaching Uni-
versity in Caleutta. Further, the fact remains
that the Government of India, though reluotant to
give increased financial assistance to this University
for the development of higher teaching, have found it
within their means to provide large sums of money for
the establishment of a University at Dacea, and, in spite
of their own increasing financial embarrassments, a
University at Delhi. The fundamental importance
of the idea of a Teaching University, which has been
Afirst put forward .and carried out in Calcutta, is now
appreciated all through India, and Governments,
imperial and local, have shewn their readiness to pro-
mote the development of Teaching Universities—with
the exception of Bengal, so far as Calcutta alone is
concerned. Notwithstanding repeated assurances by
the Government of India that the applications of
this University for financial assistance towards the
development of higher studies would be considered,
the question, as we have seen, has been put oi? from
time to time on a variety of.grounds, till ultimately
that Government severed all counection with chis
University. We cannot pass over in silence the fact

* In this category are included the vacancies, - amongst
others, in connection with Prof. Robert Knox, Mr. A, K,
Chanda, Mr. Jyotischandra Ghosh and Miss Regina Gnha of
the Department of Lnglish; Mr. Swendranath Majumdar, Mr.
Radhagobinda Basak and Mr. Niranjanprasad Chakrabarti of
the Departments of Sanskrit and Pali; Geshe Lobzan‘fl‘argay
and Lama Dawasamdup Kazi of the Department of Tibetan ;
Mr. Mohitkumar Ghosh, Mr. Durgagati Chattoraj, Mr.
K rishnabinod. Saha, Mr, Paapbullachandra Bose ?nd Dr. Radha-
kemal Mookerjee of the Department of Beonomies; Dr.
Rameschandra Majuwdar, Mr. !{amapmsad Chanda snd Mr. J.
Masuda of the Department of History; Mr. P. K. Chakrabarti,
Mr. B. N. Seal, Mr. B, D Bhattacharyys and Dr. R. D. Khan
of the Department of Philosophy ; and Mr, Sabhidullah of the
Department of Indian Vernacnlars.
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that the Govnernmet of India incurred heavy ex_pendi-
tare by the appointment of a Commission in the
expectation that a scheme of reconstruction might
be framed for the University of Calcutta. Lord
Chelmsford in his Convocation address delivered on
the 16th December, 1918, held out hopes that if
the “Commission were unanimous in their main
recommendations, he would lose no time in giving
effect to them.” To be brief, these hopes have not
been fulfilled. Meanwhile, the Government of Bengal
have pleaded their ipability to render financial
assistance on account of their own financial embarrass-
ment.

"It will be interesting to note here that the Govern-
ment of India, while appointing the Post-Graduate
Committee in 1916, stated that the Committee should
frame its recommendations merely witha view to the
best expenditure of existing funds and should under-
stand that further grants for post-graduate - education
could not be expected in the near future. This plainly
could not be taken to have abrogated the position
indicated in the letters from the Government of
India dated the 14th January, 1913, and the 23rd
December, 1918, in reply to the applications of
the Upiversity for financial assistance in recognition -
of the great endowments created by Sir Tarak-
nath Palit and Sir Rashbehary Ghose. We must
further remember that even after the report of the
Post-Graduate Committee bad been accepted by the
Government of India, they stated explicitly in their
Yetter of the 9th August, 1917 that the question of
granting financial assistance to the University for
the purposes of higher teaching was—not finally
decided against the University——but only deferred
“pending veceipt of the recommendations of the
proposed Unpiversity Commission.” We fail to
understand how in these circumstances the conduct
of the members of this University may be deemed
justly open to the- charge of “criminal thoughtless-
pess.”

UniveErsiTY. Law CoOLLEGE

Reference is made in the speech of the Minister
to the grant of Rs. 30,000 to the University Law
College, and it is stated that the College is not only
a self-supporting institution but is a paying concern.
This, according to him, renders it necessary, when
the proper time comes, for him to consider the pro-
priety of diverting the grant from the Law College
to the Science College. We cannot but express our
deep regret that a step of this nature should have
been suggested by a responsible Minister without pre-
vious reference to the authorities of the institution
concerned. The University Law College is an affili-
ated College of the University, created with the
approval of the Government of India, who'sanctioned
as we have seen above, an annual grant of Rs. 20,000
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since 1909 and an additional grant of Rs. 10,000
since 1912.  As required by the Indian Universities
‘Act, the management of the College is vested, subject
to the ultimate control of the Senate, in a Governing
Body, constituted as follows : ’ l

The Vice-Chancellor—President, Ex-Officio,

Three Judges of the High Cowrt (nominated by
the Chief Justice of Bengal in consultation
with the Vice-Chancellor).

The Advocate-General of Bengal, Eu-Oficio.

The Senior Government Pleader of the High
Court, Fz-OQfficio. '

Three members nominated by the Faculty of Law, -
one of whom at least, is a member of the Bar
and one, a Vakil of the High Court.

One Representative of the Incorporated Law
Society. :

The Legal Remembrancer to the Government of

: Bengal, Ez-Qfficio.

The D%’;ctor of Public Instruction, Bengal Ex-
Officio. '

The Frincipal of the College, Fz-Officio.

The Vice-Principal of the College, Ex-Officio.

Two Lecturers «of the College elected by the
staff,

It is not necessary for our present purposs to
recapitulate the circumstances which led to the
foundation of the Cdllege and which are narrated
in Chapter XXII of the Report of the University
Commission, But it is perfectly plain that a scheme
of this character, which is intended to deprive the
College of the entire grant it bas been erjoying for
many years past, should not be planned without previ-
ous reference to the Governing Body, responsible for
the management of the Institution. Figures taken at
random from Budget estimates or reports of auditors
are not always sufficient to enable one to obtain an
insight into the working of an institution or to form
a just estimate of its needs. We do not wish to
prejudge the attitude which may be taken up by the
Governing Body when the Minister proceeds to carry
into execution his intention to deprive the College
of its grant ; but we may mention facts which
show that the situation is not precisely as deseribed
in the speech. In 1919, the Senate, with the assent
of the Government of India, created a Professorship
of International Law, Public and Private, and
appointed to the Chair Prof. Arthur Brown whose
salary to the extent of Rs. 1,000 a month was to.be
paid out of the Law College Funds. At the request
of the Government of India, the services of Prof.
Arthur Brown have been placed at their disposal
temporarily ; when Prof, Brown reverts, the Univer-
sity will have to fulfil its obligations. There are other
commitments also, which are fully known to persons
intimately acquainted with the management of the
Tnstitution. To take one illustration, the College
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has a whole-time.Principal whose appointment is_
permanent ; his leave, furlough and retiring allow-

“ances are not quite negligible quantities. To take
another "illustration; the College is located in the
Darbhanga Buildings, which, with the lapse .of time,
'is now in need of thorough repairs; the question may
be asked, is not the College justly liable to contribute
a reasonable share of the maintenance chargesand of
the rates and taxes? These and other matters will
obviously require very gareful examination by the
Governing Body before the grant is reduced or sus-
pended. Finally, a step of this description can never
be justly taken without sufficient previous notice, so
that there may be no sudden dislocation of “existing
arrangements. We may, at this stage, give a
financial statement of the College since its founda-
tion, which indicates at a glance that the income
already shows signs of steady decline; in such
circamstances, an assumption as to the continuance
i)f a margin of safety may prove delusive before
ong.
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The information contained in the above table
may be so re-arranged as to show at a glance, year
by year, the receipt and the expenditure, indicating
that there is now no longer an excess of the income
over the expenditure as was the case somse years
previously.
number of students as will appear from the

following tables.

This is traceable to the fall

in the

" NUMBER OF STUDEﬁTs FroM 1909-10 1o 1921-22

Rumbor in the

Number at the end

Session. b:ﬁ‘;‘;i’:?ﬁ:f of the gession,
1909.10 536 520
1910.11 657 ‘630
191112 652 63z
191213 1,252 1,190
1913.14 1715 1,683
1914.15 1,950 1.867
19506 2,163 2,000
191617 2,408 2,161
1917.18 2,226 2,140
191519 2,369 2.124
1918.20 2,080 1,868
* 1920.21 2,191 1,570
192122 1,987 1,855
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CHARGE oF DErAY

The Minister in his speech states, almost in a tone
- of ‘complaint, that the University had not supplied
the information asked for with regard to the resolu-
tion for the appointment of a Committee adopted by
a majority of the Members of the Legislative
Council on or about the 30th August, 1921. That
there is no ground for the complaint against the
University is clear from the following statement of
facts :

30th August, 1921 " .o’ Mr. Sarkar’s motion - earried
in Couneil.
5th December, 1921 e Letter No, 2504-Edn., dated

the 2nd December, 1921,
from the Deputy Secretary
to the Government of
. - Bengal, forwarding copy of
the resolution and inviting
observations of the Univer-
‘ eity.
9th December, 1921 «.. Ditto—placed hefore the
- Syndicate.

Order-Ask Government to
send 21 copies of Debates.
12th December, 1921 v« Letter (Mis. 4606) to Govern.
ment forwarding resolution
of the Syndicate, dated the

9th December, 1921,

17th January, 1922 ... Reminder to above (Mis. No.
' : 65130). -

30th January, 1922 - ... Ditto~(D. O. G. 81).

23rd February, 1922 oo Letter No. 379-Edn,, dated

the 22nd February, 1922,
from the Deputy Secrotary
to Government forwarding
15 copies of the Debates,
24th Febrnary, 1922 . Ditto—placed  before the
Syndicate.
Order—Circulate eopies of the
.+ Debates to members of the
Syndicate and bring up
after a fortnight.
20d Mareh, 1922 ver Loetter No. Mis, 6080 to the
- Deputy Secvetary to Govern-
ment communicating orders
of the Syndicate, dated the
24th February, 1922 and
informing that it will neces-
sarily -take some time, to
communicate decision of the
. Syndicate. -
10th March, 1922 s Matter . considered by the
: o Syuodicate. Government to
be informed that finaneial
information would be sup-
plied. Matter referred o
the Senate.
«r  Committee appointed by
the Senate,

ARRAY oF NUMERICAL FIGURES

. The report of the speech delivered by the Minister
bristles with numerical figures, which purport to
bave heen selected at his choice from records

25th Mareh, 1922
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available to him. S8ome of these fizures cannot, in the
absence of specific references, be verified, while others
do not justify the inferences drawn from them. Thus,
it is maintained that in 1916-17 the University spent
nothing on the Science side. The tabular statement
given on page 13 shows, on the other hand, that in
1916-17 the expenditure on the University College
of Science was Rs. 1,49,571. Comparison is also
instituted between expenditure on the Arts side and
the Socience side respectively in different years, and
it is sought to be made out that the expenditurc by
the University on the Arts side out of "what is called
*“its own funds” is disproportionately excessive;
but the very important fact is overlooked that a
large portion of the sum so spent on the Arts side
came from the . tuition fees paid by the students
themselves. Reference is again made to the
opening balances of the Fee Fund from year to
year, and it is attempted to prove that in the year
ending in June, 1920, the University spent Ras.
1,858,748 of the previous year’s balance, plus Rs. 29,171
totalling Rs. 2,387,000 “over and above the huge fee
receipts of Rupees eleven lakhs or 80.” This state-
ment is calculated to produce an erroneous
impression, because it is based on theé inaccurate
assumption that the so-called opening balance wasa
real surplus. The financial year of the University
ends on a date arbitrarily fixed, namely, on the 30th
June, after the fees for some of the principal
examinations have been received and before the whole
of the expenditure has been actually met. The time
when the expenditure is met depends largely on the
. date of publication of the results. It is, therefore,
not safe to draw inferences on the assumption that
the opening balance shewn in the budget estimates
for a particular year is a real surplus. Itis nof
desirable that the action of the University
should be criticised in this manner before an
audience not in a position fto controvert_ the asser.
tions and without opportunity being given to the
University to examine in detail the alleged objections.
Intelligent eriticism is impossible without much
fuller knowledge of the detnils of University
administration than the Minister can be expected to
acquire on a study of budget estimates with or
without the aid of experts. We cannot leave this
topie without reference to the strange theory which
has been put forward, that the amount of three
crores of rupees spent annifally on _edug:atmn in
this province, including fees and contributions from
the people and local bodies, “‘gogs to he}p the
Caleutta University, though indjrectly, in the
discharge of its functions.” We can only ventpr'e.to
express the hope that when the nature of the activities
of the University in the spl_lere of _advanced .study
and research is fully appreciated, this thgory will not
be invoked to justify the refusal of financial assistance
commensurate with the needs of the University.
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CoNCLUSION

Our conclusion is that the faets and arguments
set out above amply establish tbat there was no
justification for the attack on the University, while
many of the comments were clearly without juris-
diction. Thus the University is advised “to give up its
present policy of needlessly irritating the Council on
matters financial,” “from higher and patriotic self.
interest at all events” and it is assumed that if the

_ Vice-Chancellor “makes up his mind, things will be
easy in the Caleutta University,” 'We are of opinion
that the University has furnished no occasion for the
alleged irritation, and we may add without impropriety
that the decision of matters in difference, if any,
between the University and the Government does not
rest with the Vice-Chancellor individually, as is
supposed, but with the Senate as the Body Corporate.
Apart from this instance, there are other matters in
the speech, which make it impossible for us to close
without reference to its tone and language, which
we regret to state, cannot but be deemed
unfortunate. It is perhaps not always realised that
members of an academic hody, who have devoted
long years to the service of the University and are
intimately acquainted with the various phases of its
development as also with the details of its administra-
tion, are not likely to be impressed by advice, given
with an appearance of authority, though not well-
founded on reason,~however exalted the position of
the critic. There is plaizly no oceasion to “ forgive and
forget,” nor is there any need to place this University
“once more on the same high pedestal which it had
occupied in the past,” when one bears in mind
that it has been readily acknowledged by ecritics,
competent and impartial, that this University
still occupies the foremost place amongst the
Universities of India as a Teaching and Research
Institution. We do not hesitate to maintain that
this is not a case of “doles” to be given by way of

. accidental charity or compassion. Persons responsible

for the development of the University bave for
years past strenuously worked in its best interests,
often- amidst the most discouraging circumstances,
without that measure of aid from the Government
which was legitimately its due. It is now the turn
of the custodians of the public funds to recognise
their duty and to fulfil their obligation in a befitting
manner, for the spread of true University education
amongst the people of this province. |

ASUTOSH MOOKERJEE
NIL RATAN SIRCAR
- HERAMBA CHANDRA MATITRA
A. CHAUDHURI
P. C. RAY
GEORGE HOWELLS
BIDHAN CHANDRA RAY

Senxarte House : }
The 29th April, 1922.
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APPENDIX 1.

A lelter from the Registrar, Calentte University, to the Joind
Secretary to the Government of India, Bducation Depariment,
throngh Ilts Ercellency the Rector, dated the 30th December,
1918,

“1 am dirscted by the Hon’ble the Vice-Chaneellor and the
Syndicate to address the Goverament of India upon the qnestion
of a special graut for higher teaching in the University of
Caleutta. The Viee-Chancellor and the Syndieate are decply
grateful to the Government of India for the liberal financial
assistance they. have already rendered to the University, but
they believe that the recent developments in University work
not ouly justify, but make it {ncumbent upon, them to put
forward a claim for a further substantial grant for the next
financial year,

The Government of Indin ave no doubt aware that in
the course of the six months, M. T. Palit, Bar-at-Law, bas
made to the University a princely gift of money and property
of the aggregate value of nearly 15 lakhs of rupees for the
purpose of founding a College of Scieuce and for the general
improvement of scientific and technical education. Under the
terms of the deeds of gift, the University is bound to maintain
from the income of the endowment, a Chair of Physics and a
Chair of Chemistry and to institute a scholarship to be awarded
to a distinguished graduate for the study of Science in a foreign
country ; the University is also bound to establish a Jaboratory
for advanced teaching and research and to contribute towards
this object at least two and a half lakhs of rupecs out of its own
funds. But this sum ie quite inadequate for the establishment
of a laboratory of the kind contemplated. The Vice-
Chancellor and the Syndieate are anxious that the fullest
advantage should be taken of this unique opportuuity to establish
a Hesidential College of Secience in Caleutta, and it appears to
them that if the necessary funds are availabla, the object can
be speedily accomplished without any difficulty. The properties
vested in the University by Mr. Palit include, among others,
two fine plots of land, oneof 1? bighas and the other of 25
bighas in area. On the bigger plot there are two plendid three-
gtoried houses, recently built, which are admirably suited to
accommodate 200 students. If therefore, adegnate funds were
forthcoming to erect and equip the requisite laboratovies and-
Professors’ quarters oo this plot, a Residential College could be
set up in working ordor in the course of a year. The estimated
cost of the project amounts to 13 Jakhs of Rupees, and the
Vice-Chancellor and the Syndicate do not hesitate to ask the
Government of India for a grant to the Ubivorsity of this
sum. The gift of Mr. Palit is absolutely unique in the history
of University education in this country, and they feel sure that
the Government of India will be glad to supplement it by an
at least equal amount to enable: t_he Uplvaa_rslty to carry out
the scheme in its entirety, especially, in view of t]m fact that
the University has already a:greed to contr_ibute 2% lnkhs out
of its own very limited savings, I am desired to add thata
sympnthetie and generous attitu_de on the part of the Government
of India towards the object which Mr. Palit had at heart, eannot
fail greatly to influence public sentiment and may not improbably
induce other wealthy gant]em:: tg found similar endowments for

higher teacbing.
the %rl':?u::&?&eﬁggect”to which the vi_ce-Chaucellor and the
dicate desire me - to draw the sttention of the Goveroment
S s i tho sequisition of the Fish Market situated to the
. th of the Senate House and esst of the new University
ﬁ:ldings. This site ia urgently needed for further extension



iversity buildings. There can also be no doubt that f;:ou}'a.
sgnti{:?\"m:oiﬁt of view the market ought not to be tolgemtecl in its
pmaauf place immediately to the north of the _Mede Colloge
Hospital and to the east of the hostels of medu_:al students and
University Law students. The purpose fo!- \vln_ch .the propecty
is required by the University may be briefly indicated. The
University has now definitely undertaken post-graduate teaching,
and there can be little doubt that advanced teaching for M.A,
M.Se., Ph.D). and D.Sc. degrees—for which the time is fully
ripe—-must be concentrated in Caleutta, so far, at any rate, as
Western Bengal is concerned, The standard prescribed by the
Regulations for the degrees of Master and Doctor is o high that
adequate instruction in this respect cannot be expected to be
" imparted by private Colleges, possibly not even by isolated
Government Collezes, which have to bear the burden of unc!er-
graduate teaching. Besides, the difficulty of securing the services
of competent teachers for advanced instruetion has been found to
be so great that M.A. and M.Sc. instruction in several centres is
beyond the range of practical politics. Even in Calcutta, the
Presidency College with an exceptionally strong teaching staff and
up-to-date equipments, is able to provide for the post-graduate
teaching of no more than a very limited number of students in
selected groups out of six subjects for the MLA. and M.8c.
Bxaminations. Under these eireumstances, it is not surprising
that the wrrangements made by the University for post-graduate
stuly have met with striking success. At the present moment,
there are over 500 students attending systematic courses of.
Jeetures on vavions M.A. subjects noder University Lecturers
appointed and paid by the University ; and there is reason to
beliove that their number will substantially increase next session.
1f this large hody of post-graduate students is to be properly
educated and kept under discipline, the guestion of lecture rooms,
seminars and hostel accommodation at once urges itself upon our
attention. 1f the eite now occupied by the market were acquired
for the University and a substantial grant made for the further
extension of the University buildings, the need for which is
already keenly felt, the question of teaching and residence of
post-graduate studeuts would in a great measure be solved.
It has been estimated that the acquisition of the market wounld
cost 8 lakhs of rupees and another 7 lakhs would be required
for the proposed buildings. I am directed to point out that
proposals for the acquisition of the market bave from time
to time been diseussed for several years past; meanwhile the
value of the property has rapidly inereased, and further delay
would mean further rise in value and payment of a heavier sum
as compensation to the owner. Immediate acquisition would,
therefore, prove to be ultimately economical, since the fish
market must be acquired sooner or later for educational purposes,
situated as it is in the heart of a locality studded on all sides
with bandsome educational buildings.

The third point to which I am direeted to invite your
altention, is the completion of the University Law College Hostel
buildings towards the erection of which the Government of
India have generonsly made a grant of § lakhs of rupece (the
land having been acquired by the University for a Jakh and a
balf out of its own funds). The Vice-Chancellor and the Syndicate
would ask for a grant of one lakh for furniture, fittings and
appliances for the 175 students who will be in residence from
Junpe next, as well us for the extra cost of cobstraction of the
building. The actual cost of the building has excesded the
estimate, as the apparently solid ground turned out to be in
part a filled-up tank, aod the foundations had to be laid very
much deeper and wider than the Engineers and the Government
Architect bad anticipated.

The fourth point to which the Vice-Chancellor and the
Syndicate desire me to draw thaattention of the Government is the
University Libtary. The one lakh eontributed by the Government
of India for the ecurrent year has been of great assistance to the
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University ; but at least another lakh would be needed to bring
the Libiary up to the requirements of Post-Graduate students
and University Professors and Lecturers. 'The libraries in
Calentta are singularly lacking in madern books, periodicals and
transactions of learned societies absolutely essential for advanced
study and research work. The want in this respect could be
met to » considerable extent if another lakh was gianted uext
financial year.

The last subject to which the Viee-Chancellor and' the
Syndicate desire me to draw your attention is the foundation
of at least three more Professorships. Provision has either been
made for or is about to be made for seven Chairs in the Univer.
sity as follows : .

(1) Professorship of Law founded by Prasannakumar Taguore.

(2) Professorship of Economics founded by the Government
of India at the time of the Jubilee colebrations.

(8) and {4) Professorships of Higher Mathematics and of
Mental and Moral Philosophy founded by the Govern.
ment of India on the occasion of the Imperial visit,

{8) Professorship of Ancient Indian History and Civilisation
founded by the University on the occasion of the

, Tmperial visit.

(6) and (7) Professorships of Chemistry and Physice
founded by Mr, Palit.

The three Chairs for which the Viee-Chancellor and the Syndi-
cate-vow apply, should in their opinion, be devoted to Applied
. Mathamaties, Modern History and Comparative Yhilology, The
Vice-Chancellor and the Syndicate feel that there is press.
ing need for higher teaching in these branches of knowledge
and that if adequate provision is made, there will be no lack of
students to avail themselves of the benefits of such teaching.
Each of the Chairs would require & reenrring grant of Ks. 12,000

to Rs. 15,000 & year.
' To summoarise: The Vige-Chancetlor and the Syndicate
apply for financial aid to the following extent :

Non-recurring Grant,

. Rs.
(1) For the Residential College of Seience sup-

plementing the gift of Mr. Palit . 16 lakbe
(2) () For the acquicition of the Fish Market 8 ,,

(¢) For the erection of u hostel for Post-
Gradnate Students and for additional
lecture rooms and eemivars for ad.”

vanced work and research e T
(3) For the completion and equipment of the
Uuiversity Law College Hostel Build-
. ing S ..« 1lakh
(4) For the University Library ... w1,
Torat .. 32 lakhs
Recurring Grant.
Bs. 0
1) Professorship of Applied Mathematies ... 15,00
EQ% Professorship of Modern History . 15,000
(8) Professorship of Comparative Philology ... 15,000
ToraL o 45,000

In conelusion, the Vice-Chancellor and the Syndicate desire
me to urge that this University is entnj:led to spem?,l consxdgratmu
by reason of the determined and sustained effort it bas hitherto
gnecessfully made to carry out loyally the reforms contemplated
hy the Indian Universities Act of 1904. Comparisons are
obviously undesirable; but it cannot be disputed that this
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Toiversity has achieved a high measure of success in its endea-
:o?:r eto gndertake and promote higher teaching, and the Viee-
Chancellor and the Syndicate venture to express the hope that
the Government of India will not be reluctant to place adequate
funds at their disposal to continue and put on a wide and sound
basis the work already begun, The Vice-Chancellor and the
Syodicate finally desire me to assure the Governiment of India
that shonld the funds be available, they would be able to bring
the scheme into full realisation in less than two years. Should
the whole of the non-recarring grant of 32 lakhs for which
application is now made be uot available during the pext
financial year, the Vice-Chancellor and the Syndicate will be
ready to initiate the seheme if one half is granted dm'!;lg the
year 191314 and the other half during the year 1914-15.

APPENDIX II.

A letter from the Registrar, Colcutla Universily, to the Joint
Secretary to the Government of India, Educalion Department,
through His Ercellency the Rector, daled the 4tk Octoter,
1913

“ ] am directed by the Syndicate to refer to correspondence
resting with your letter No. 75 C.D., dated the 14th January,
1913, iu reply to our letter No. 3624, dated the 30th December,
1912, and to address the Government of Iudia upon the question.
of a further grant for higher teaching in this University. The
Syndicats have been informed that during the current year the
Government of India have been pleased to make a grant of 8
lakhs of rapees for the acquisition of what is known as the Fish
Market. Site. The Syndicate are deeply grateful to the
Government of India for liberal financial assistance they have
hitherto rendered to the University and are eocouraged thereby
to apply for a further substantial grant to enable them to
carry out fully the recent development in University work.

In our letter, dated the 30th December, 1912, the first
place was assigned to the scheme for the establishment of a
University College of Science for the promotion of higher
teaching in different branches of Physical and Natural Seience.
The Syndicate pointed out that in furtherance of this objeot
Sir Taraknath Palit bad made a gift of money and land to the
extent of 15 lnkhs of rupees and that the University had under-
taken to eupplement this wnique gift by a eontribution of two
and a balf lakhs from its Hmited Regerve Fund, The Syndicate
entertained the hope that under these circumstances the ‘Govern-
ment of Yodia might suitably supplement and thereby accord
recogmition to this princely gift, but they were disappointed
to find tbat money was not available for this purpese. Since
then Dr. Rashbebary Ghose has made a gift of 10 Jakhs of
rupees for the foundation of Professorships and Studentships
in eonnection with the proposed University Cellege of Science.
The Syndicate venture to urge upon the Government of India
that a eclaim bas now been fully established for a generous
contribution from the State in furtherance of the University
College of Science. They further desire me to point out that
the foundation of a University Colleze of Science for Pos'-
Graduate Studies and TResearch is one of the foremost needs
of the University. There is only one College, namely, the
Presideney College, which is affiliated in Physics” and Chemistry
up to the standard of the M.A. and M.Se. Examinations,
but it must be noted that the Presidency College, in spite of
its new Laboratories, has very limited accommodation for Post.
Gradnate students and is not able to take in more than 10

students in Chemistry and 18 students in Physics every year,
Aypart, therefore, from the obvious importance of increased
facilities for the ecientific traiving of qualified students in
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this country, it is plai
University adequate plz':;;lsioh:?ﬁrttl;fri d_oz:s pot exigt in this
lecturers and demonstrators requiredef mm‘l?g o t'ha M atame
ment of the Colleges affiliated in or tho efficieut manage-
lettor of the 3Uth- December mmsm‘entlhc subjects, In our
estllmated rost of .the prnjeci £ ’ }]f pAadRivin that the
University Collegs of Soionce wc:; tl 59 ]ashabhshmaub of a
Syndicate have carefully reconsidered hakhs of rupess ;- the
come to the couclusion bhat’a smalle: the matier and have
cient to secure that efficiency for the o ot be suff-
for obvl‘fu{ reasons, be its prineipal eh:a.l:-:‘m“tjwl'l' which must,
tory building, of which the plans ar ool o Iabora-
5 lakhs of rupees; the hostel wlr;i I “"_-lw'ready ; will cost at least
to it, will cost not less thany 2 Inkch:z y F l?posed to be utgtached
wnll,'on the most moderate estim: PR the cquipment
3 ]silﬁa.blg seientifie library caunot.a la;,e cg::a:ecliakfhs olf rupe}t:s;
akhs of rupees, if com : i or oo than
pul‘:lications Pof ’[aa.rned p;zz?e?:: 0§;$p:;t?nt periodioals und
while at Jeast 1 lakh will be required for dd']e‘ brought together,
{:’ot szg};gazbed that the whole of this mo:ev ltli‘}m:v;,;:gi It is
e utilised in the co s o B T
destabl that an don ahoeld b Forerad ot o munto ominenly
ments of the entire scheme which it ko, bovo. on e ir
three years to complete, may take fwo or possibly
The second point i i :
attention of thel- Govei‘:lm‘zg:fhofl I:g;a dgrecltedd o vite the
Post-Graduate teaching apart from Sciemtreels 't ]a! pelopmens of
ﬁ] staf{em::l;t on this subject was made he’f;tt'le tt‘ﬁz g:a]rlnvi;miy.
e Hon’ble the VieeChaneellor ber last
and a copy thereof is annexed to i:hi: ‘;attt;](:: 27’]?:: Soptesaber st
need of the University in this respect is bhc; f tl? e parent
tshze Univers}i,ty Buildings, For this purpose utfilael.l’?:lfanﬁmka{
ite may be suitably utilised. The S ndieate h on
the matter in earnest and pl ot e tuken up
for extension of the Unix’ersity%ﬁ?fdi::: (:vl?i](fﬁadyl o
will give ample accommodation for the ('ls:s: IEI;lclompleted,
Umversﬁy Professors and Lecturers and will enafs lfd o tho
;l)try to ;,ssigz to individual Professors, rooms suitaf)lg' eﬁt}tlelgv?;;
study and research, There wi
wmuch needed extension of the I]}u?]\?:rgigflfﬁfr::r fuilthf;!r iy
arrangements will be made for the wesidence aji: 3'5;.]00 Pk
Gw_&duate students on the premises. The cost of the buildi Post-
estimated at 10 lakhs of rupees, ‘The Syndicate we 13| fmg o
suggest that-land should be acquired iu the nei hbmf:lh d e
Senate House for play-ground for Ubiversity gutude tsou ol b
as the students of the University Law College s gci 1?8 tﬁ“u
resident in the Hardinge Hostel ; and there 1s nlo) rc:l 4 (;88
such play-ground should not also be used by the memh:.:ouf\:;y
Caleutta University Institate. For this purpose a sum ofsdeol kl]e
may be required, and it may be mentioned that au':ab;s
land may, without difficalty, be acquired towards the E lt ?
the College Square. The Syadicate would also ask that :s ;
oft’tz :l[?l];hs ma.ty" behgrﬁnted for farther additions to the Unijr::n
sity Library, to which access is now soug
of Post-Gtzduate students. cught by » lorge number
The Jast point to which I am directed to invi i
of the Government of India is the quesbionlf; ;lx:usf:gx:g;
inerease of the recurring grant to the University ; the Syndicate
ratefully acknowledge, that the present grant is’handsome but
they desire me to represent that it has proved inadequate for the
rapidly growing needs of higher teaching aud research in the
Ubiversity. The annual recurring grant at present stands as

follows i~
Ra.

Inspection of Colleges 25,000
5,000

'Pravelling Expenses of Fellows
oo 20,000
University Law College 110,000
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- Rs.
Hardinge Professor of Mathematies ... 12,000
K;‘ng Ggeorge V Professor of Philosophy ... 12,000

Sir Taraknath Palit Laboratory - 12,000
University Readers e 4,000
Post-Graduate Teaching ... v 15,000 .
Phe additional annval grant which the Syndicate consider
essential is as follows : ’
Rs.
Post-Graduate Teaching ... o, 50,000
Sir Taraknath Palit Laboratory ... 36,000
University Readers wr- 20,000
University Librarian 6,000

Secretary to the Governing Body for Post~ 6,000
Graduate Teaching, < ‘

Professor of Modern History ... 12,000

Professor of Mahowedan (Medimval) Indian 12,000

History.
Professor of Astronomy . 13,000
Profeszor of Botany ‘ . 12,600
- Professor of Zoology ... 12,000 -

-

Professor of Jurisprudence 12,000

‘With regard to each of these claims, brief explanations may
be submitted. The number of Post.Graduate students has in-
creased to snch an extent that our Lecturers must be inereased in
pomber, and if their services are to be continuously retained,
(which indeed is a condition absolutely essential for the success.
ful working of our scheme of higher teaching), they must be
better paid and better prospects should be held out to them. It
is obvious that the recurring expenditure for the Laboratory in
conneetion with the University College of Science which will be
used exclusively for Post-Graduate studies and research, will,
even at the most moderate estimate, considerably exceed
Rs. 1,000 a month {(the amoont of the present grant) aud an
additional sum of Rs. 3,000 a month, cannot be deemed by any
means too liberal, when it is remembered that there will be at
Jeast six Upiversity Professors at work with research students
under them. For University Readers, the University requires
considerably more than the sum at present allotted (Rs. 4,000
8 year). [Experience has shown that scholars and investigators of
the first rank cannot be indueed to come out and stay for even a
limited period to deliver a special course of lectures, for any sum
less than £300 to £400, and, in one case, the University bad to
pay as much as 2600 besides travelling expenses, The addi-
tional sum of Re. 20,000 now asked for will enable the
University to secure the services of 3 or 4 distinguished Readers
every year as also to arrange for the publication of their lectures,
The Unijversity also requires the services of a competent whole-
time Librarian to look after and. catalogue our increasing collee-
tion of books. We also require the services of a competent
Professor to look after the arrangements for the Post-Graduate
Teaching of more than a thousand students. Finaliy, the
University requires 6 additional Chairs, one for each- of the
following subjects in which there is considerable demand for
higher teaching: Modern History, Indian History (Mahomedan

, Period), Jurisprudence, Astronomy, Botany and Zoology. The
Syndicate ask me to submit that this portion of their proposals
has strong claims to eympathetic consideration by the Govern-
ment of India. They desire me to point out that of the 14
Chairs in the University, 3 have been founded by the Govern.
ment of India, 4 are maintained by the University, while 7 have
been establiched by private munificence, as will appear from the
following list :

Government of India.

1. Minto Professor of Economics,

2. Hardinge Professor of Mathematics,

3. King George V Professor of Philosophy.
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Untversity Funds,
L. Carmichael Professor of Ancient Indian History -and
Culture. .
2 Professor of Comparative Philology,
3. Professor of English.
4. A Second Professor of English,

Prasannakumar Tagore.-
1. Professor of Law.

Sir Tarakunatk Palit,

1. Professor of Physies,
* 2. Professor of Chemistry.

Dr. Rashhelary Ghose,

1. Professor of Applied Mathematics,
2. Professor of Physics.

3. Professor of Chemistry.

4. Professor of Botany,

To conelusion, the Syndicate desire me to emphasise what
was.stated in the concluding paragraph of - our letter, dated the
30th December, 1912, vamely, that this University is entitled to
special eonsideration by reason of the determined and sustained
efforts successfully made to carry out loyally the reforms con-
templated by the Indian Universities Act of 1904 and they
venture to repeat the hope previously expressed that the Govern-
ment of India will not be reluctant to place adequate funds at
their disposal to enmalbile them to develop the important work
already begun and to place it on a permauent basis,”

'



