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PREFATORY NOTE. 

'l'HE Volume of Letters Sent from Fort St. George, in the year 1695, in the 

Madras· Record Office, is too fragmentary for printing. No copy of it is available 

in the India Office. 

The following pages contain the Letters Sent from Fort St. Georg~ in the 

ye>ar 1696. As the Madras copy of th~se is much damaged, the text follows 

the transcript supplied by the courtesy of the India Office, from Factory 

Records, Fort St. George, ·volume XXIII. 

9th, August 1921. 

H. DODWELL, 
Ouratot•, Madras.Record Office. 
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LEITERS FROM FOR1~ ST. GEORGl~ FOR 1696. 
[INDIA OFFICE ~RANSCRIPTS FROM FACTORY RECORDS, 

. FORT ST. GEORGE-VOLUME 28.] 

JANUARY~DEOE~iBER 1696. 

No.1. 
To CAyr: WILLIAM Btu[N»ELL • • • ] 

CoMna : Oli' THE RussELL Fru[ GGOTT • • • . ] 

Being advis'd from Fo[rt S]t David [Compa. • . J Negapatam and want of 
Lascars to a [ . . . . j which not being procurable at Fort St : [ • . • J 
Sent a Mussala belonging to the Rt ~= H : [ • . . ] one Tandell named .Fuskeir 
Mahm [ • . . J Lascars . Entertain.~d to 8erve .. in yor : Sh[ . . . J comes 
into this Port at the Heat of 3 pae :a [ • • . J Tandell and 2 pages : for the· 
Lascars and [ • . • J them one Month~ pay for yor: Owners [ . • . ] 43 
Pag8

: 

Wee Desire you to take care of the [ · . . . • J bring jt Safe to us otherwise· 
wee S~all expect (?the J valu[ . • • J be made good to the R~ : Hon ble: Comp& : 

Mr : Haynes &ca : Council: of Fort St : D[ avid' . . . J us of their Sending· 
to you for the Pacquet by [ . • . J you may accordingly Deli vex:_ it to their OX'" 

[ • • .] wish you a Speedy and safe arrivall with [ • . . J . 

To :Ma: JoHN HAYNES &C" 
CouNciLL oli' FoRT S-r : DA V1D. 

Y or : very Loveing Frein[ ds • . • 1 
NATHLL: HmGINso[N] 
Wn.J.IAM FRASER. 
WILLIAM HA1TSELL. 
JoHN 8TYLEMAN. 
THOMAS WRIGHT. 

EDWARD '1'.._ RBDCROFT ) • 

. No. 2. '\., 
\ 

FoRT S-r : GEORGE 6m JAN" : 1[696] 
Inclosed is lnvoyce and Receipt for 100 hand G.r[enad.oes] and 101 Morter· 

Shells of 7 inches diameter laden on [ • • . ] John Tyles Master tbe Morter " 
Shells are ( . _ . . 1 your Morter peice they will Serve if [ : . • J by 
filling up the Sides with Okeham we [ . • • ] · 

The last advice wee had of Santegee Goorpore is that he [h]ath taken Cossim 
Caun and that he is proceeding for the Nirore Countrey. wee are · 

Yor : Loveing Freinds_ 
NATBt.r.: HIGGINSON. 

WILLIAM FRASER. 
WILLIAM HA TTSELL. 
JoHN Srrr,EMAN. 
THOMAS \VRIGHT. 

EDWARD TBEDOROF'l'. 
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No. 3. 
To M8 : J OBN : HAYNES &o• 

_ CouNCJLL AT FoRT S" : DA vrn. 
FoRT S": GEORGB lQTB : JANU8 Y : 1695j6. 

We have reed: yora: of 5tl~: Instant advising yor : haveing Drawn a bill on us 
· for Pages: 480 Payable t? Mr : Elliot wth : w(lh: came ye : Rt: Honble.: Comp~ : 

pacquet 1P' Ship Russell Fr1ggot & Letters from y• : Comdr : .·~ & from ye : beer P1tt 
.answers to both wch : ·comes Inclosed to be forwarded to N egapatam our Last ad vices 
from y•: Campa: are yt : ye: Nabob Cassim Cawn. requireing aid from Zulphak:ar 
Cawn he hath advanced with his army four day[s]agoe from Arcott one league on 
the way towards Cassim Cawn & yt : Cashill Singeara is Dead. 

Letters from Hengall 20 Days past & from Surratt 40 Days past advise no 
French Ships were then arrived at Either of those places Goe on with ye : Necessary 
[~epaires] of the Fort as fast as you can wee are · 

Yor :. Loveing Friepds 

.,,0 CAP": WILLIAM BLUNDELL 
CoM.MAND8 :,oF SHIPP RussELL 
FRIGGOTT AT NEGAPATAM. -

No.4 . 

NA: H. 
WK: F. 
W14

: HATrsE(LL]. 
JoN: Sr . 

. T: W. 
- E: T. 

FoRTS! : GEoRGE 10 [ . . . J 
Wee have reed : yors: of the 1st : Instant with ye : Rt : H : Companys Pacquett 

-on y• :5 D0 : 

Wee have yett heard nothing of the Shipps Arme;n[ian] Merchant and Fleet 
Friggott their arrivall in any Port of this Coast. . 

Wee reed: from Fort St :David ye : Coppy of your Letter to them Dated[ ... ] 
-wherein you accquainted ~[hem] that_you could not get Lascars at Negapatam and 
Desired a Supply of 20 (orJ 30 to assist your sick Men in the Shipps business and 
-they acquainting us that they were not procurable at Fort St : David we Sent 25 
from hence in a Mussala belonging to the Rt : H: Company first Instant with our 
.Letter advising what Bargain wee had made with them for yor : servie[e]. --

Wee have acknowledged Govr : Pitts Courtesy o[nJ yor: first comeing and 
Desired the continuance of L?his] favour as accation requires which we Dobt not but 
.( . . . J will_jind So long as you Stay there, if you Secure [ . ~ . J Menn 
from offering affronts or rudeness to the Govern[ J or Customs of the place. 

Wee cannot advise yor :going to Trinkamal[ay] because you have a Consider
able Cargoe aboard Deliverable here and we think you Cannot proceed from ye : 
.place where you are for Trinka.LOa.lay uuless the wd : alters and Currants abates so as 
to favour your advancAing towards this part which we Doubt not but you will fir nd] 
in a Shorttime haveing known for severall years pa[ stJ found ye · Southwest ~inds 
begin to blow before or by the Middle of this Month. 

Lre: from Bengali of 20 Days-past and from Suratt: 40 Days past advice yt : no 
:French Shipps were yn : arrived at Eit)ler of thollle places wee are 

.o. v • 'o;;i& J uv w \:i.LJ..IO J,: J.tlUJUI:I 

N ATHLL : HIGGINSON. 
WILLIAM FRASER. 

W ILLIA.ll HATTSELL. 
JOHN 8TfLEMA.N. 
THoMAs WRIGnr. 
Enw A.liD TREDCROFT. 
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No.5. 

lro. s. 
' 

'To THE HonLB: LAWRE~es Prrr CouNCILLa: 

"EXTRAORDINARY OF INDIA. AND GovB. : 

_ Yor : Honrs : very affeot(i]onett 
F.REil~D : AND llUMLB : SERVl ANT J 

NATHLL: HIGGINSON. 

OJI' NAGAPA!l: &04 : FOR All'Ji'AIRES OF THE Rr: 
H: NETHERLL~Ds EAsT INDIA. Co:MPANY. 

3 

FoRT Sr. GEORGE l6 JANav: 1695j6. · 
.HoNBLs : SB : 

My last was Dated lOth Instant Since which I reed : yor : Hours: two Kind 
Letters one Dated 17f7th Instant with Coppy of Europe and Surratt newii, & Coppy 
of a Letter from Cochin to Mudme Dated ~2d: December ad viseing the two Runaways 
Jews to be apprehended and that they will•be Sent to Zeylon in order to their being 
Sent to N e~apatam wherein ~ thankf~lly aoknowladge your Honr•: favour when they 
Qome I DeFnre yor : Honr : will pleas to order them a passage to Tegnapatam if an 
opertunity o~ers or to advise to Fort St: David that they may send for them. the 
Charges Shall be made good upon advice of the Amount. 

The other Letter was Dated 20/lOth Instant with Coppy of two Letters giveing 
advice of five French Shipps arrived at Goa concerning which I have yett reed : no 
()ther notice but if it prove true, it is probable those of the nation liveinO' in gt: 
Thomas will suddenly receive Letters from Goa a.nd will not fail to advi~ Youl" 
_Honour tho I believe you will[have] Certain News sooner. 
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I can make no returns but a few English Gazetts I have p_icked up from private· 
Letters which came by the Russell Friggott and Read to the 28th March last I 
commend your Honr: to the protection of Gods Good Providence and Remaine 

No.7. 
To M.•: JoHN HAYNES &oA: 

• CouNoiLL AT FoRT Sr. DA 'VID. 

Yor : Honrs : very affectionett : 
FREIND AND SRR VANT 
NATHL:: HIGGINSON. 

FoRT Sr: GEoRGE, 2Qra JANu~ 9[6} 
Shipp 'Elizabeth will Sail from hence Tomarrow morning wi~ds 1P'mitting for· 

yor: Port, if this arrive with you before Mr: Hatsell, if there be any Countrey 
Vessell a r wch] fitt for the 1P'pose as wee here ther is, lett them be hired to 'bring us as 
many Bales as'Shee can take in wee wanting at least 150 to fill up the Mary and in 
Default of Bales shall be forced to fill her up with Papper lett them be Dispatched to~ 
us with the Greates[t] Expedition, with invoyce and bill of Ladeing wee are. 

To THE WoRpr.r.: WILL• : HATTBELL 
DnpTY : Gov8 : &oA : CouNCILL 
AT FoRT Sr : DAVID •. 

No.8. 

Yor: Honrs : Lo : Freinds. 
NATHLL: HIGGINSON. 
WILLIAM FRASER. 
WILLIAM llATTSELL. 
JOHN STYLEMAN. 
THOMAS WRIGHT. 
EDwA.t.tD' TREDCROJI'T. 

\ , FoRT Sr: GEOBGE, 2Iar : JANY : 95j6,_ 
By Ship Elizabeth wee Send you Broadclo[th] Led Indigo &c: as 1P' Inclosed 

Invoyce and bill of Ladeing Amounting to Page•: 6278: 9 hast the unladeing and 
return the Ship to us with what Bales and Pepper is Ready with all Expedition and 
the Massulla which the Lascars left with you: . 

The Dept7 : Governour takes his passage on this shipp and brings with him l 2 · 
Europe Souldiers, and armes as 1P' Invoyce. wee can' hardly Spare so many Soulrs: 
but think it necessary that Some be landed from the Shipp to make a Heporte of a 
New Supply but upon Notice you must return them or as many tho wee Shall not 
Send for them unless accation requires. 

\ 

Wee have advice of 5 French Ships arrived at Goa on ye: 29th: November last, 
it is not certain but crediqle requires our Provisions against ther Designs which are· 
Kept private and wee dont know but there is a greater Fleet gone to other parta the 
R': H: Company have Sent out Some Souldiers by these Shipps their Number unknown 
but wee think not many wee must make y~ : best Shift wee can with what. wee have · 
you have wrote about :fortifying Cuddalore town by Trenches and finishing the wall 
wee have Discoursed M." : Hattsell about it and leave it to your Effectiug it being 
very convenient for ye : Sattisfaction as well as the Security of ye : Inhabitance but the . 
main thing is the Fort to render that tenable against an Europe Enemy therefore 
first forward the repaires as Soon as you can and Consider of the best method of 
procureing a store of provisions at cheapest rate. What money you Shall want Cor· 
this accasion you may Draw upon us Till wee can otherwise Supply you. 

. It i~ n~t Conyenient that you Coyne any money with ye: Inscription of Ham 
RaJa while 1t rema1ns uncer[t]n: who wlll be the master of the Countrey your Coyning 
of :Madrass Pagea: may have the same Effect as the Coyn• ~ of the Pullicat Stamp at. 
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Negapatam had on the Du~ch C~yn and in Generall ye :_Mint is not _to be f~med if a 
future and lasting benefitt IS designed for the farmers mil only Constder theli' present 
Profitt and ni>twithstanding their offers of haveing their Coyn tryed by Assays yet 
they will bv one trick or another ruin the 1·eputation of mint by adulterateing the 
'Matt and therefore that matter requires your further consideration. 

'Vee have caused the papers which passed between you and the Wooriar &c :
and those from Chinge to be Translated wee fully Concur with Mr. Hattsells opinion 
that it is necessary that you Keep a fair Correspondenc[e] [with] Ham Raja because 
your Countrev lies within his Territorys and this will be best done by means 
of Sadeballage" and that you cannot avoid gratifying him and officers with some of 
those thinas which may 1 be] required but we cannot limit you to [?a]sume not 
doubting hut you will be as ffrogall as you can in. complying with the Imergent 
occasion which wee cannot foresee but may- be Soddainly L ... ]: 

As to Tommant the Shroffe wee a prove of M r: Haynes reason for not securing 
the W orriar3 kindsman Espeasially considering the impediments woh : ye : Ma.rrattas 
army will probably give to Your Merchants busines~ in other parts, it is the more 
necessarv to Keep faire with y e: W orriars that the .Merchants may be Supplyed with 
Cloth fr~m thence and for the Sake of the Overland tread of Pepper tho on the other 
hand it is very hard and unjust in ye: Worriars to p:otect a .Debtor and a runaway 
thief whome his Kind~man your watchman was obliged to see forthcomeing and it 
Will be in vain to think of Keeping freindship wth: him upon those terms for by the 
same reason he protects one he will protect Every man that can gett an oppertunity 
for runing away with mony of other mens and your 1'aliar who ought to prevent 
will promote and assist their runing away. 

Lett M r : Hattsell try once more by faire Lett rs : from himself to the W orriar 
if that ont doe then state the case plainly to him and write him that wee can no. 
longer Keep freindship with him nor l!.:ntertain his Kindsman for our Talliar on such 
termes. 

Lett l\Ir : Troughton be allowed Lieuts: ply as Lieut: Lashly had or if he
rather choose it, his pay as y e: Companys servants and hall Lieutenants pay. 

Wee have sent you a Small quantity of Europe Cloth 3a Bales wee have a great 
Deal in the Godown! sJmore .Expected by these Ships all which must be Disposed of 
on this Coast but Vizagapatam vend[s] none therefore Fort St : David must take of 
its share or elce it will not be in our power to Supply you with a Stock for Carrying 
on another Investment w ch: must be Considered of for the Ladeing home two of the 
fouer Ships Sent out for the Coast and Bay and for your Direction wee Send you a 
Coppy of List of Coast Goods to be provided this ensuing year which wee received by 
the Rossell· Friggott wherein are some goods which may be better provided at 
Cuddalore then here you will also observe the R~ : H: Compa: require a Considera
ble quantity of paintings of many sorts whereof none procurable from Pettipole &c: 
where they are best made but at Second hand and very .Dear rates by many years 
Experience it hath been found that y e: water abont us doth not make a good Chey 
however wee are makeing a Tryall and we recommend it to your Consideration to 
Employ as many Painters within your Bounds as you Can in the mak:eing of many 
sorts of Paintings mentioned in the List and tho tb.ev may be at first Dear and not 
~fectly good yett may be improved. " 

'Ihe R t: Honourable Company haveing forbidden y e: sending home of course 
Indigo wee return you thr_ee hundred and fifL t]y Baggs to be made fine or to be Sold 
at a markett price Some may be llSed in Dyiog Blew Cloth for the R t : H : Company. 

The R t : H: Company have a~quainted us by the Russell Friggott Generall 
Letter that they have appointed l\1 r: Hattsell President of Fort S t: George but the 
Commission being not yett arrived he now returns to his station at FortS t: David 
and bring with him a GenU: (from] ye: Rt: H Company to FortS t: David. 

If Padre Gulielmo be Elatisfied w th: Padre Paulo Soa his residence in Cuddelore 
you ?milt him to return but let him know that when Ever he doth in any respect 
misbehave himself he must for Ever quitt the place. 

2 
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. \Vhen tl;le Elizabeth is unladen return her to us with what bales and pepper 
you have ready wherein it will be Necessary that you use the utmost Dispatch because 
we want Bales to fill up the Mary but if you have an oppertunity of sending us some 
Bales by other hired Vessells as Directed by ours of ~0 Instant overland you may 
then Detain y e: Ship so long as yon find it Necessary for countenance to the place 
-or till further advice. wee are _ 

No: 1· Generall Letter Dated 21 JanY: 95j6. 
2. Invoyce of Ship Elizabeth. 
3. Bill of Ladeing of Do: _ 

Yo r : very affection tt : Fred 8 : 

NATRLL : HIGGINSON, 

WILLIAM FRASER. 
\VILLIAM HATl'SEI.L. 
JoHN STYl E:U:AN. 
THOMAS WRIGHT. 
EllWARD TREDCRoFr. 

4. A ceo t ~ of· Provisiop.s for M r : Hattsell,. 
5. List of Souldiers. 

No.9. 
FoRr ST: GEORGE, 2]er: JA.NY: 95/6 •. 

To THE Ror: WoRpLL: CHARLEs EYREs AGENT &o: 

• CouNOILL IN DENGA1r,. 

Srs. . . 
Our last was 21st: Past overland adviseing the arrivall of Ship King \Villiam at 

Gallew that Six. French Ships were come out of Enrope for India and that the 
Martha if not gone befor the receipt of that Letter and if you have not received 
new orders ·for Directing her homeward bound Course Should call here To receive 
Sailing orders S~nce which the Russell Friggott Capt: '\Villiam Blundell Commander 
burthen three hundred and fifty tons is arrived at N egapatam from whence we reo d: 

y e: R t: Hon ble : Com p a: Pacquet which contained their Gen 11 : to Bengali Dated 
61\farch 1694 and List of Goods to be provided for ye: year 1696 and Letter from 
the Secret Committee Sealed and Directed to be opened by the Agent and Second in 
Councill which wee doubt not put Contain~s the private Saileing ordet·s of this year" 
returning Ships all which wee Send you Inclosed by this Countrey Ship y e: Grey
hound being Esteemed a good Sailor because wee dont know how long it will be ere 
:any of the Europe_ Ships can reach this Port and be Dispatched to you tho \Vee are 
in hopes that Capt: [ Lacunti in thtr or(qinal] in ye : Fleet Friggott will proceed 
Directly for and reach Bengali before this haveing parted from the rest of the Fleet 
:about the Cape. 

· Wee have Delivered to .\1 r: Owen Channell :Masr: of the Greyhound a Letter 
Directed--to Capt: Thom 8 : Raynes Commander of the Martha with orders to 
Delivery e: Same (to] Capt: Rayns if he meets with y e: Martha and to Deliver you 
Capt: Raynes receipt for y e: Same or if he meets not the Martha to Deliver you the 
Letter i~Self whi~h the Agent & Second only may open & peruse the. forme of the 
-orders given therm. -

• On y e : 14 In stat~ t wee received yo rs : of 21st :'" Decem r : and Gladly observe 
that Ubuttanutte has been so helthy this Year has Encourage [ d] the Continuance 
of y ~: Factory there agreeable to the R t : H : Company orders in the 1 Paragraph of 
their letter now Sent you. , 

It is not convenient to Entermeddle with the 'ffarming of Adjasent Towns 
dureing the Troubles at Suratt. . • · . 

---The R t: ~: .Company have sent us by the Russell Frigott: in Cloth and led 
~~1,851-10-3 m Silver £21,776-2-8 wn: the Silver comes to us .wee shall coyn 
1t m~o Rupees as fas~ a~ wee cau ~nd Send it all to you or as much as wee can 
possibly Spare perceiVemg there Is a ·further Stock upon other Ships tLo wee 
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hal"e no ad:\"ie.e of the amout or Sorts of goods &c: but wee conclude there 
is a c.oruidellJ~ quantity of cloth and led comein~ which advice us by the first how 
much of each may Vend you may depend upon 1t that wee must send you a great 
put of your stock therein wee shall Willingly supply you with as much as is neces
sary for finishing the hst contract and makeing another and that wee may be the 
better directed therein gire us a calculate of what is wanting to compleat the last 
and the .!mot of your next lnl"estment and when payable. · 

·wee take notice what you think your Sell"es able to lade another Ship (besides 
the Martha) as big as the Success, but wee fear none of this Fleet will arrive with 
Tuu time enough to-be dispatched home this Season (22d :January [ ... ]). 
" Wbile writein !J' r~ : foregoing ye Fleet Frigott arri vd : and the [ ... J brought us 
another Pacqnet fo; Bengali which shall come to you by this Ship after a few days 
nlreiliment of her men her Cargoe cofuJ"ist[s] of 2315LL Led & 286 Bales Broadcloth 
Perpets & ... _: 4 ~hests of C1oekwork, 4 _Boxes Looking Glasses_ 3 Chests ~lass_were 
all whirh lS Delit"erable to two Armemans passengn: on the Ship at a certam pr1ce to 
oo Icai<l in 6 months after delit"ery also 8 parcells of wax figure spectacles Tellescoap~ 
Swordblade.s and\ elretts for presents & 3! Chests there are: 10: Chest;;:. Dollers 
which will be continued on. the Ship the Silver Ingotts wee think to coyn here into 
Bupee.s and send to yon so soon as wee can there is provisions made in the Contract 
that tb.e cloth shall lye in the Comp•: Godown for some time if the Armenians 
<lmre it and thet-efore yon Must take care to gett Godown room ready. 

If tbe Fleet ffrigatt ean unlade at Chuttanuttee and lade again with Saltpeter 
&1:! : time enou,gb. to reach this port it will be a gre:1t service in supplying us with 
Saltpet€r for the King William otherwise wee sb.all be at a great loss for it hat"eing 
Done but 300 Blggs in the Godown wee apprehend you will be able to provide a 
Cargoe both for the ffieet ffrigott and Rll.6sell time enough to Dispatch them in 
September and \Vee shall hat"e goods enough on this coast to fill u.p the King 
William by that time if you furnish us with Saltpeter this cannot be now resolved 
but roJ::sider it an1· gi,;e us yor : Opinions the :Fleet Friggott is but 300 Tonus and 
the Russell Priggott 400. -

The Rt Honr.J~ :: Companys Genera]l Letter to us adviseth that they ha'f'e 
arpointed ye new President to be Lieut Generall of India and lfr Hattsell President 
Clf Fort St. Grorge but the eommission is not yett arrh·ed but [by l the Generall~ 
Letter to Bengall Per: 3 you will perceit"e that Bengali returns to its former subordi
nation to Fort St. George and that by Stb : Par: Mr : Eyres is confirmed Agent 
1£r : Bt>al'd 21 : Mr : Hraddyll 311: and l£r : Halsey 4th: of Councill and :.\(r : Halsey 
mmt take rlace acCC'rd:ingly before Mr : Cormell also by the 16 and 11 Par Mr : Ellis 
and }J.r : Braddyll appointed of Couucill of FDrt St. George and is left to Mr : Brad
-dJll Choise whether to Stay in Bengali or t.o repaire hither but it is our present 
oriniDn that it is oont"enient CO:::lsiderg : ye : Difference wch : ha\e happened yt: both 
:~rr; Ellis & yr: Braddyll come hither to take their places alotted ym: in this Counn: 
E-o H:ICiD &s theY can. wee are , 

" Y or : t"ery Lo~eing Freinds 

To M• : OwE..~ CHASELL 
No. 10. 

Mh""TER OF SHIP GREYHOUND. 

NA.TRLL: HIGGINSON. 

WILLIUI FRASER. 
WILLLU.£ HAr:rsxLL. 
JoHN SrYLRM.A.N. 
THOllLlS w JUGHl'. 

EDWA.B.D TBEDCROFl'. 

FoRT ST: GEoRGE, 22 J.&.T : 95/6. 
Wee herewith Delil"er you a Letter to Capt: Thoma3 Rains Comnaudr: of Ship 

.!Jartha which being of GTeat Importance to the Bight Honourable Company Service 
we·e Deeire you if you me.et ~th ye: Martha in your passage that you Deliver the 
E.amc. 
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By that time you arrive in Ben~all tis probab!e the M~rtba will be fallen Down 
into the new deeps for the compleatmg of her lademg ~nd 1f shall here she be there
yo~ must cause the said letter by some means or other to be Delivered to Capt: Thoms 
Rams either by sending by some trusty hand or Carrying it your Self and in case the-

. ship be gone before yor: arriv~ll Deliver ye : Letter to the Agent. 
Tis not probable you should meet with any French Ships in ye : way but if d<>· 

meet them and suspect you shall [be J taken fling the letter overboard with a Shott 
tied to it for tis not convenient that this letter should fall into their hands wee wish 
yon a good Voyage being · 

, Y or : ~oveing Freinds 

. No. 11. 
To THE HoNBLB: WJLLIAM HATTSELL 

PRESIDENT oF .FoRT ST: GEoRGE & 
GovERNa: oF FoRT ST: DAVID &c: 
CouNoiLL AT FoRT ST: DAviD. 

NATRLL: HIGGINSON. 
WILLIAM FRASER. 
WILLIAM HATTSELL. 
JJS 0 : STYLEMAN. 
1'HOM.8 : WRIGHT. 
Enw» : T&EDOROFT . 

FoR'l' ST : GEoRGE, 5'1'H FEBRUARY 95j6. 
Yesterday Ship King William Capt : James Thwaits Commander arrived and' 

brought us ye ~ Rt : Honourable Companys Pacquet Containing no other Generall 
Letters than what rec<t : by the Russell :ffriggott but tberwith came a Commission 
dated 6th March.1694: copy whereof comes inclosed by wch: you understand ye : Rt : 
Honourable Company have bin pleased to appoint Sr John Gayer Generall of India.
Nathaniell Higginson Lieut : Generall and Mr : Hattsell President of Fort St. 
George and Governor of Fort St. David. 

'Jhe R~ ; Honble : Company have ordered a supply of soulcHers to be sent to ·Fort 
St : David and wee would willingly make up two Compa. : for you if tber can be gott a 
sufficient Numbr : to which end send us a List of all the Souldiers now belonging to 
yor : G~rrisson noting the Difference of Nations that wee may be the better (?able 1 to 
mix them Eqaually in Fort St. George and Fort St. David tber are but 24: landed 
here from the King William and five from the ffieet Friggott you May Keep tho6e· 
by the Russell F1·iggott . 

• Mr : B1-abourn &c: do give an advice of 5 French Ships arrived at Goa by there 
last Letter Dated 1st: JanY: and they give credit to tber information, but they add 
that 18 Dutch Ships are on that side of India to waite their Motion, 

The King William hath brought us S398 Figgs Lead 180 bales Broad Cloth 90 
Bales nerpetuanas 9 bales cloth Rashes 111 Coyles of Cordages severll : Sizes and 82 
Chests Silver amount 90061 : 17 : 11 but no ffactors Provisions ad vise us what sort 
and quantity of Cordage are necessary f<.,r the use of ye : Garrisson and at what rates 
it will sell and bow much. 

Hasten your merchants to finish their last Contract in ye : mean time Consert 
with them the termes of another according to last List and advise us as Soon as you 
can the terms and quantity' they will agree to provide but do not conclude a contract 
till you here from us your M~rcbants must take of their pr?p?rtion o! Europe cloth 
and if they stand upon the pr1ce lett know what they are 'V1lbng to glVe for wee are 
sencible that wee must abate considerably of the last price. 

In your Contract Lett your Merchants be obliged to Delivr: as much cloth as 
possib>' : they can in .Agust and September next. 

Wee have rec~4 : yo~rs of 25 and 27 Jan:v: with Invoyce Bill Laden on Russell 
:ffriggott and St ~David Yatch bnt neither of them appear. 
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Our advise daily confirm the growth of ye: .Marratte forces and 1' Decrease of . 
Z~phak:er Cawns _army & the:e is no certainty tho n:mny reports of f~rces _com~!ng to 
his assistance, which renders It more necessary that you make a firemdship mt~e ye 
:M:arrattas by Pishcashes as you propound tho the less :Publick ye: better to pre\'"ent 
giveing offence to Zulphakar Ca wn. -

You mention one peice·of Cloth Rashes wanting advise the Num~er of the bales 
by what Ship reced : & whether ye: ~ales came to Y?U under the English :Package or 
bad bin repacked here and Sowed With countrey twme. · 

.Advise the price of :Paddy it here sells at about 20 Mercalls tij} :Page: wee have 
('{j:)mitted Severall boats of Gram and wood to goe from this road for Your Supply. 
wee are 

No. 12. 
To :rHE RIGHT WoRPLL : CHARLEs EYBEJ 

Y or : very affectt : Freinds 
NATHu.: HIGGINSON. 

JOHN 8TYLE.".M.AN. 
WILLIA.M FRASER •. 
THOMAS WRIGHT. 
EDwARD T.REDCROFr. 

AGENT &c: Coul!lCLL: o~ BENGALL AT CHUTTANUTXEE. 

Our last was Dated 21n JanY: by Ship Greyhound Coppy whereof comes incJosed 
Since which wee have reed: yours of 21st December last with another from ye: Agent 
and Severall papers of Accounts W lists one Dated Sth JanuT: ~Ship Sarah only 
ad viseing your Intentions of ladeing the Martha away by her Charter party time. 

Fleet ffrigot King William and Russell Frigottare arrived and wee haye unladen 
all the Silver Ingotts of the :ffieet :ffrigott to be Coined into Rupees and two chests 
of Mexico Dollers for the use of the west coast not knowing how to be otherwise 
prorided of the sort but wee have sent you all the Dollers that came by the threA 
Ships (except five Chests Mexico) and as many Rupees as could be gott ready 
Dureing the Ships stay being not willing (in regaurd to the Armenians Contract) to 
Detaine her longer then the Contrary winds and Currant f'!()mpelled her to ride at 
Anchor in ye Road the rP.mainder of the Silver of the ffieet ffrigott Shall be sent JDU 
by another oppertunity ~s soon as Coyned W:h : will probably be in ye month of 
March with such additional Suply of :Mony as can be tllared from the necessary 
Stock of the coast and as much Europe Cloth and Led as you shall advise us that 
you can DiFpose of and we must send you a Considerable quantity or elce cannot 
furnish yon well with a Sufficient Stock. 

The King William and Hu~sell Frigott have brought us 112 bales Europe Cloth 
and 6,111 [ u J: 2qr: 1 6 tb Led amount to 34,686·16·11 wee have already in the 
Godown more tben wee can Expect to Dispose of about the Coast this year by our 
Slow and Pettey Sales so that our Dependence is wholly on the Silver for payincr of 
our Debts and Carrying on the Coast Investments for which wee must reserv~ at 
least l,Oo,OOO Pages: besides 20,0()0 or 25,000 Page•: for the west Coast the Silver 
by the~e two Coasts [sic] amounts to but 89002£: IS•: 11 d: which is less then 
2,00,000 Pag•: soe that you cannot expect from us more then J ,00,000 Pagods: 
besides the :ffieets whole Europe Cargoe of Silver Chests and led which will make up 
your Stock for this Year unless other ships shall arrive early, as wee are informed 
fouer wereDesigd but wee cannot Dt>pend upon their early atriYall in warr time. 

This will be Sufficient to pay of the Debt of 1,7 4,000 Rupees and there will 
remain about 5,00,000 Rupees for Carrying on a. further Investment and wee hope 
will Ena~le yoll: to cont.'act. for a Greater s.um wherein the R1

: H: Company list & 
Letter g1ve perticular Dtrechons and wee think you cannot gett too great a quantity 
of goods or to Soon ready for the Sooner they are ready the better you will bee able 

• 3 
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to give the next Shiping a quick Dispatch as well as the two Small Ships now 
Designed for the Bay ye ffieet. Jfrigot 305 Tons and the Russell Frigott 350 Tons in 
all but 655 Tons for the Compleating of web.: ye remains of Your former Contract 
will after ye Martha is Laden leave you of Bale good& enough to make up half their 
Ladeing if your Merchants complyed in buying in the goods according to the Account 
you Sent us of ye Tunage contracted which amounted to 735 Tons of Bale goods 
and Silk and 977 Tons of Salt Peter tho you will find accasion to make the larger 
Provisio:r;_ls of bale goods· because the list limits SaltPeter to the Charterparty 
proportion:. ' · 

. · Wee sent youhert'wi~ the R~.: H: Compa: ~acquet to you by the Fleet Frigott 
the King William brought us nothmg more Except the Inclosed bundell of Patturns 
and the.Coppy of their. overland "letter Dated 27th: October 1698 web Directs you in 
case of a necessity for a Ships l>ispatch to fill up with Salt Peter so that wee think 
you need not Scruple· Exceeding ye. Charterparty proportion upon Such an Accassion 
tho it is better to prevent the necessity if• it can be done . 
. · The Inclosed Bill of ladeing and invoyce will ~cquaint you with what wee have 
Sent you by this Ship amount .to Pages: 29811: 18: 5 for whiGb.you must give your 
Account Currant Credit and for the Amount of the Fleet Frigotts Invoyoe from 
Eng lad : and Debt no : account for the 26 Chests . of Silver Taken a Shoar here 
Amount to £228n : 1 P: 2d: as noted by oqr Acccmis: in the said Invoyce.· 
, The· Rt : II : Company have biD pleased -by their Commission reed : by the King 
William Dated 6 March 1694 to Confirm his Excellency sr: John Gayer Uenerall of 
India and to appoint Nath11 : Higginson Lieutenant Gen11 : William Hattsell Esquier 
Presidt: of Fort St: George and Governour or Fort• St: Dav;id M': John-Styleman 
yr: William }.,raser M': Francis Ellis M~'·: Roger Braddyll Mr: Charles Barwell 
yr! • John Pitt and Mr : Thomas Wright ye Councill of Fort s~ : George and their 
Gene11 : Letter to ye: B~y Datd: 6th: March.1694 doth confirm M": Eyres Agent & 
appoint Mr: Beard Mr: Braddill and Mr : Halsey of Councill so that there is no 
further room left for Mr: Ellis l1is pretences to the Agensy and we ordr: him to 
repaire hither by the first oppertunity to take his Station in our Councill wher he 
Shall be Civilly reed·: wee observe it is left to Mr: Braddill Choice whether to Stay 
in. Bengall or repair hither Considering the Differences which hath bin between the · 
~gerit an~ him wee think it ~ost advisiable that they ~art and that. Mr: Braddyll 
htmself will cbuse to cume hither by the first oppertumty and tak his place in our 
Councill Till the Rt : H : Company further order~ or till there shall appear further 
reasons to Incline his choyce of !eturning to Bengali Mr : Halsey· must take place 
next M:r : Hraddyll or (in case of his removeable [sic]) next to Mr : Beard and Mr : 
Cormell continue yungest in Councill. · 

Tlfe Comm3ndr : of the Fleet Frigott [has] promised to make all possible hast 
with his Ship to Chuttanuttee wber you will soon unlade her and with all Ex:pedi .. 
tion fill her up with Saltpeter if you have Enough or in failure Grain ~ Freight 
goods which are first :ready and send her to us and wee Shall return bAr to you as 
Soon as wee can unlade her here :M:r: Afilack a.cquaints that he has 500 Baggs· of 
Spger lying at Chuttanuttee which if you have room you may ~mitt to be laden on 
ye : usuall Freight of ! ~ Bale but here are uncertain reports of the 5 French 
Ships which are arrived at Goa being Designed for Bengali if they come you must 
Consider whetbe[r] you can_ send the Russell Frigott out of the River we think you 
must not venture her out Till the French Ships have left Bengali unless you can 
procure from the Government Such an e:ffectn: order as you can Depend on for obli
geing them not to Follow or have an oppertunity of send[ing l her out in Company 
with Sufficient number of Dutch Ships. wee are 

Yor : affectionate Freinds 

NATHLL HIGGINSON. 

JoHN STYLEMAN. 

W u.LIAM: F:aABBB. 

THOMAS WRIGHT. 
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No. 13. 
·To CiP'i': JoHN MERRY CoMMDa: 

Oll' SHIP FLEET FRIGOTT. '? 

Upon receipt ~ereof you are .to repaire aboard your Ship and with the first 
oppertunity of wind and!wheather to weigh Anchor.and sett saile and make the best 
of you[r J way for· the· most speedy attaining of the Port of Bengali where when 

. arrived you are to ))eliver our Pacquet Directed to. the Rt : W orpll: Charles Eyers 
Esqr ; .Agent &ca : Counn for a:ffaires of the Rt : H :English East India· Company 
whose orders you are to follow for your unladeing and further proceeding wee wish 
you a good Voyage and Date these in Fort St George the 8 day of FebrY 1695/6. 

List of the Pacquett to Bengali 8 FebrY. .. 

NATHLlo: 'HIGGINSON. 
,fOHN STYLEMAN, , 
WILLIAM FRASER, 
THOMAS WRIGHT. 

N° 1. The Rt Honll: Com pas: Facquet with all papers as " List Except Mr : 
Haws bonds for 1211 : Pag8 : 29: 5 Fanams paid in Discharg. 

2. Ooppy of Do : Letters Dated 27th : · Uctobr ! 93 Sent over land. 
S •. Parcells of Musters reo : <W Ship King William for ye Bay. · 
4. Fort St George Genll: Letter to Bengali Dated 7th: FebY 1695j6. 
5. Coppy of D0 

: Dated 21st : JanY: 1695j6. . 
6. lnvoyce for what laden on board Fleet Frigott at Madrass. ~ 
7. Do : bill of ladeing. ' 

-·--, 
No. 14. 

·To THE HoNliLE WILLIAM HATTSELL PRESIDENT oF 
FoRT ST GEORGE &oA : Gov :B : oF FoRT ST DAVID 

&<JA : Com~LL : AT FoRT ST DA vm. 
. FoRT ST GEORGE 15Tu: FEBRY 95/6 

This [serves] only to accompany Lieut Henry Sinkler whom we have Sent 
20 Europions Souldiers which with those formerly Sent and the Sou]rs: of yor : 
·Garrison will be Sufficient to make two Comparn]ys to be disposd: as aocation Shall 
require under Lieut : Troughton, and Lieut Sinkler concerning which we In .. 
tend to writ more perticularly tomorrow bv land with Invoyce and Bill of ladeing 
of Treasure Sent by the S_t David Yatch. " . 

·To LIEUTENANT HENRY SINKLER. 

Yor : Honr : &ca : very affectt: Freinds . 

--
No. 15. 

. NATHLL: HIGGINSON. ~ 
JoHN STYLEMAN. 
WILLIAM FRASER. 
THOMAS WRIGHT. 

Wee hereby order you to repaire on board St David Yatch John Compion 
Master bound for For£ St David with 20 European Souldiers where when you arri .. 
ved yuu are to follow the orders of ye : Honble: Willm: Hattsell Govr : &ca. : Coun
. cill to whom wee have wrote to appoint you Lieut : of on·e of the two Companys to 
be formed out of: that Garrisson Keep yor : Men in good order in the Voyage and 
see them Safe ashoar at Fort St Davjd there is provision put aboard the Vessell for 
_your Self and 20 Men which _take care to Distribute and when you arrive at Fort 
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St David lett the Tres~ laden for theRt: Honble :Company on this Yatch be carried·. 
a Shoar jn the boat wherein you goa your Self. Dated in Fort St George this 17th: Day, 
of Fel>rY : 1695j6. 

No. 16. 
To M:~~ : SIMOl'f HowoMBB CBIEJI' &04 : 

CoUNCILL ·A~ VIZAG:A.PATA.M. 

NATHLL: HIGGINSON. 
JOHN STYLEMA.N. 
WILLIA.M FRASER. 

THOMA.&, W:aiGHT. 

. . FoRT 81' GEORGE 15m: FEBY: 1695/6 
Our last ·was Dated 218\.Decemr: on the Ist &.nd 2d: Instant wee· reed: your[sJ 

of the .lOht: 12th_: and 16 past. . . ' 

The 25 Leather Bucketts and SOO Baskette of Charoool are come Saue to us by 
a Countrey boats ~mount to .Pags: [. • .] and 183 Bailes 1P' Ship Simon amt: Page: 
10960 : 28 : ·4 for wJ;Uoh wee Shall give you Credit and pay ye Freight as you 
Direct. ~ 

Wee think you had best forbear paying any more Money for the Account of the· 
Deced Govr: of Hngly for it is Doubtfnll whether it will be reed: 

You advise us that tbis is the time for undertaking an Investment and Give us 
hopes that you can make it Considerable and the Seerlascars haveing taken the Capi
tall City belonging to Somberd,a there is a better"' appearance ~hen Ever was before 

_ of the Settleme[ n ]t o£ the Countrey under our Governmen~ we will therefore Supply 
you with. as much money as you can Invest by the Month of ~get; next which we· 
desire may be at least 30000 Pags: if possible the more the better_being very Solici
tous we may have it in our power to lade home a Ship or two in Septemr: next if 
accasion requires, wee bad Sent you Some things by this Ship but were informed 
that She bad Damaged 25 of the Bags Shee brought and was not in a good Condition 
to adventure the Rt : Honble ·com pas: Estate upon in about 15 days we· hope to send 
the RusseU Frigott from .hence for Ben gall and in her Passage Shee will be orderd to 
Touch at Vizagapatam and Deliver you the Powder Cotton Europe Cloth &ca. which 
you hav~ wrote for w~tb as large a Sume: of Pag,: and R_upees as we can gett ready 
for you m the mean hme we send you the. Coppy of the list, Sent by the Rt: Honble: 
Compa. : of coast Goods to be provided this year that you ·may-be considering the· 
Same, and preparing a contract with Your :Merchants. 

Wheriu you will· observe a v~ry Great _quantity of longclot~ and Salempore~ is· 
ordered so that you cannot .Exceed theL'ln and lesser quantity of Saile cloth of 
severll: Sorts then you use lo provide and a Considerable quantity of Beteelas Stripped 
of Severll: Sorts. Therefore if you can possible prevaile with your Merchants lett them 
abate in the Sackcloth and make up the proportion in Stripd: Beteelas according to 
the Pattarns herewith Sent & in other Sort required by the List Especially painting 
if you can procure any· advise us so Soon as you can what Dependance may be said 
on your Merchants for the sorts time & quantity of your Investments. The King 
Willm: Rnssell Friggott & Fleet Friggott all (God be thanked) Saue arrived and the 
Lre Depar4 : for Bengll: on the 10th Instant. 

These ships have brought out a Commission confirming sr: John Gayer· 
Genera1l of India, Nathaniell Higginson Lieut: Generall, Mr: Hattsell Prest : of 
Fort St: George 1\lr: John Styleman, 1t:P': Willhtm Fraser, Mr: Francis Ellis, 
Mr: Roge~ Braddyll, Mr: Charles Barwe~l, M'': John Pitt and Mr :. Thomas Wright. 
the .Counc~ of Fort St: George wherew1th Mr: Mathew Empson IS aliso added by 
the Generall· Letter. 
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The Rt : Honble: Company advis'd us of Fren?b Ships Desi4 : fo! India and ~e& 
:have lately had a report of b arrived~ at Goa bnt 1t wants Qlnfirmation. Wee are 

Yor : Loveing Freinds 
NATRLL: Hl:GGIS'SO.!f. 

J OB.S STTLJW.!N. 
Wn.LLUl F&AsxR. 
THOMAS W1UGHT. 
fumw: RuPsO~. 

LIST OJ' TRK PACQUll.T. 

N" 1. Generall I.etter Dated J7fh : Feb:r :- 95/6 
2. list of Coast goods to be provided for year 96 
3. Part of 11 Patterns of Stript :Beteelas r~cd: ~Ship King William 

No. 17. 
To THE HoNRI.E : W I[J.Lll( llinsm 

PRESIDT: OF FoRT sr G:soB.GB & GovR: O.ll' FoRT Sr : 
DA YID & (}a.: Cot:NCILL AIT FoBT Sr: DAVID 

FoRT Sr G.&oRGB Ftmr J9n: 95/6 
On the 17 Instant we sent Lieut: Sinkler with 20 Souldiers by the S' David 

Yatch & Treasure & Stores amount as <p- Inclosed bill of ladeing and In-royce to 
Pag': 4362: 14: 4 wee sent you but 500 Rupees Madrass f:lr Tryall advise us how 
they Pass and whether wee may hereafter pay your JJerchants Rup9 : on a Contrat: 
and at what rate wee have sent you but 4 (J()yles cordage because your list (for
merly sent) of stores wanting for yor: Garrisson use mentions no more, if yo11 want 
any for Saile advise us the Sorts and quantity haveing rect: much by the King 
William of all Sizes from l Inch to 15 Inches. · 

Herewith is lnvoyce of the 5 bales of A orores wch : you took out of the 
Rossell Friggott amt : Paga: 761 : 9 we can Spare you a fewe more and as mueh 
broadcloth OrdlY: and Perpetoanus and Crimson and Lead as yor: llerchants or , 
markett will Take of and Indeed wee ha-ve so much Europe cloth now in the Godown 
that unless you can Dispose of at lea~t 100 or 150 .Bales we dh;·paire of Selling it in 
&v11

: years if accasion requires .wee are Content to abate the price Considerably on 
the 51

h : Instant We wrote you Concerning the Concl11deing of your Merchants old 
Contract and begining another. We know not what accation there may be for 
Dispatching a Ship from hence in Agnst or September next Especially if there 
should another early Ship or two arrive here in May or June next. 

Wee have reed : the bales you sent us by the Russell Frigott and 8' David 
Yatch (tho they came to late for the Mary which was sent before they came and 
saild on _the 12th: Instant) the warehouse keep~r haveing acca_sion to open a few 
bales which seem'd to Le wett, finds a ps : of white long Cloth m one bale that is 
much torne and throughout the whole ps: spotted with Yellow & Dirty spott.s. The 
faults of the beaters and washers and one peice Brown the outers foles [folds] 
clean and good, but all the inner foles v£ry black both which peices ·seem to have 
bin Packed up in the same condition as they now are becaus there is no Ship Damages, 
and the Cloth is not moist bothe the said bales are sorted by l[r: Games and Em bald 
by llr: IDc,a-ram. We are Inc!ined to think that neither of them saw those two 
pe!_ces, but rather that they were changed by Your &rvants in the Packing. 

\Yhen the warehous keeper is at leisure he must [have] Examined all the bales 
and then wee shall give you a farther report of their CondiU.on in the mean time 
lett those that are concerned in the Sorting aud packing be more carefall. 

uur ~pye Braminea at the Camp advise y" about 6 Days agoo the Nabob 
sent Woota lta'hund Primalaudo Pantulo twise to Treat about a de~ion of 
the Countrey between him and the Ramraja wherin The Morratta would not 
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yeld that the Nabob should hold any fort to the Southward of Oonjeveran 
Sarugall and that very night the Marrattas fell upon the Nobobs Camp and the 
Nabob Instead of £fighting, then Marchd: with hast and Disorder fowards Arcott 
Travailing 1-'eons and ~~ erchants Letters from_Jhe Mogulls Camp about 22 Days 
.Since advise there is no army Sent out by tlie Mogull fur these parts Since 
Ba.whrodur C~wns Son who is killed in the fight by Santogee Gurpuras Army tho 
there are Discours in the Kings Camp of a.ri .Army Designed to be sent under the 
Comand of Cawn Bnx so that the Moors seem's to be weake in these parts to oppose. 
the Marattas Conquest of the Countrey which makes it the more adviseable for you 
to take the fittest oppertunity of keeping Ram rajas frindship. 

Govr : Pitt last letter Intimates a. Credibility of French Ships being at Goa, but 4 

' ()ther report[ s] make them to be Pirates near Goa and it seems- strange that we 
have not in so long a time a Certaine account. , The Rt : Honble: Company have Sent 
us out no paper &c•-: and wee have but a. Small store so Soon as we can gett it wee 
Shall Send you a Supply. · 

· Wee have paid your Bills Drawn on us for 400 Pag': to 1\{r: Chardin and 
Pag• : 600 .To Togarray when yqu Draw again mak the bill payable at 6 or 7 Days. 
Inclosed is a receipt given by the Avaldore of Portonovo his Son for 200 Rup8 : 

paid him by the Cheif &ca: of Ballasore of ye; Rt: H : Compas :Cash which you are 
to receive & advise us 

The Wrappers of your~ bales are so Scanty- & do not cover ye : Cloth. our 
Package here is Cha1·ged but at a Pago: a Bale. The m.arkes of ye: bales received 
~ Ship Elizabeth agree wth : those of the bill of Ladeing but not wth: the Invoyce 
as you will find if you Cause them to be Compared. Wee are Ron ble: Sr: &ca: 

Y or : B.ffectionett Freinds 
N ATHLr. :HIGGINSON. 
JOHN STYL EM 4N. 
WILLK: FRASER. 
TBOM8

: WRIGHT. 
MATT: EMPSON. 

LisT OF THE P ACQU:ET 'IO FoRT Sr DAVID. 

N° 1. Generall Letter dated 19th FebruY 1695/6. 
2. Invoyce of what sent<@' s•. David Yatoh. 
S. Bill of Ladeing for no: 
4. Jnvoyoe of 5 bales of Aurora taken out of ye Russell Frigt : 
5. List of Souldiers sent<@' St. David Yatch wth: their pay. 
6. Receit given to the Chief of Ba.lasore by the Avaldore of Portonovos son for 

200 Rup•: • ·. 

No. 18. 
FoRr Sr G.BOBGB~ 28 FEB., 95j6, 

To TBB HoNn• W ILLIA'M lliTTsELL PREsmor : oF FoR'l' 
8"' GEC?RGB & GovEBN'l': oF FonT ST Dnm &oA: 

. CouNCILL AT FonT S.., DAviD. 
· Yours of the 19 Instant brings us the unwelco~e News of your Merchants 
b~ck~ardness to Contract During the unsetled state of the Countrey but we hope they 
will If they be urged to comply we Depend upon you for at least 500 Bales (besides 
the Jast Contract} in August or Septemr next. 

· Inclosed i~ the Coppy of the Europe Invoyoe of ye 2 bales of Olothrashes 
. No: o8: ~9 S8.1d to corn ]t~ 11 peices Each _wee shall pay. your Bill of Pag• ; 994 

To. Narram dated 19'h 1nstant and have rece1ved the Freight of 18 Slaves ~ Ship 
Ehzabeth a. Psg: <(f) head. 
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Wee are much concerned for the unhappy accident about the Dutch Souldier 
,wherin after many times consideration of yoU!" Letter and protest~ we think you have 
'DriVPn the Contraversy farther then the Nature of ye thing \Viii bear wee are not 
:-against asserting of the Rt: Honble : ('ompa: Rights and their Jurisdiction over all that 
inhabits wth in their bounds whethe(r J Indians or Europeans but ye Dutch are to be 

.considered, not only as. they are Inhabitants wt11in the. bounds of t~o English 
Governmt: pay Custome m wch respect you term them SubJects but as a Compa: In 

-Amity wth: ve English Compa: and the Companies lndipendent and Standing upon 
Equell Termes Case of the Dutch Souldiers Seems to fall undr: the Latt.er notions 
~and yt the Dutch are not therein to be considered as Subjects [?but] as a Company 
-in amity. 

And the contraversy will turne upon these 2 questions whether the Souldiers , 
rnning from the service off one may be intertained in ye Service of the other Com
pany and whether a Souldier so e~tertained ought not to b~ delivered when 
Demanded without Doubt by the Str1ckness of the Rules of amity one Company 
-ought not to Entertain the runaways of the other and when they are Demanded and 
appear to be runnaway they ought to be delivered for if it be not so upon what 
_ground haTe we at any time Demanded our runaways of. t~e Dutch or upon what 
grounds did you Dt!:Qtand ye Dutch Soulr: of Mr: Calendrm1 &ca : after he run from 
your Service the maine ground of the protest is that he w~s in ye Compa[ n Jys pay 
nnd if that be a sufficient reason for Your Demand they bad the like reason to 
Demand him at first, if run from their Service into ours, and you were as much 

-.obliged by ye strickness of rule of amity to Deliver him on their Demand as you can 
Suppose them to be obliged to Deliver him now. There. is one Cercumstance on our 
Side V izt : they liveing unde1· our Government it is in them a greater presumsion to 
intice or receive our runaways bnt that dos not altr the right of the case and must 
pass instance of -aggravation but they have that in Entertaining him into Your 
Service you received another Cercumstance on there side Vizt that-a runaway from 
their Service, and when he ran from you they onely reed: one that was there one 
before and if that had bin in your case yoa. would have Justified the Detaining him 
with that reason. 

The foregoeing relats only to ye strict rules of amity it is notorious that the 
Dutch practice bath bin in Sev11 <fj}ts of India and very frequently Directly contrary 
both in Entertaining runaways and Enticeing men from our Service and yet they 
Seldom Deny to Deliver but avoid it Either by sending away or hideing yemen to 
prevent Discovery and proofe in imitation of there Example and to do our selves 
right when they hkve wranged us we_ have some times followed the same method 
but wn: Disputs happen between the two Companys upon complaint of this Nature 
they Do insist upon the proofe of matter of Fact and neither of them justify ye 
Act of their Servants nor is it justifyable by the rules of amity unless it be in sume 
plain Notorious instance of men Enterd and Detaind : by The Dutch for which 
reasons ye English by way of f? retaliation J doe t~ like which is yor : first answer 
to yr : Calendrinis message of Demand you assign us ye reason of yor : pro'ceedings 
Vizt: that at Pullicherry they had Done ye like but when these alligations come 
upon ye Stage in Europe between the Compa[ n ]ys ye Dutch will not need proof 
because you owne and Justify ye Entertaining & Detaing of their Men but it 
will be upon ye English to prove that they have Done ye same at Pullicherry which 
tho is ~asely beleve~ yet is :J?ificullty proved and if it can be proved t~at they have 
at Pullicherry reed: mto their SerVIce Such as run from ours yet if you never 
Demanded then they will be able to aquit them Selves Detaing : after Demand which 
is the Main point but Supposing y• Dutch baa Entertained your men at Pullicherry 
and Detained after Demand tho yu Justify your Doing yo : like it we apprehend that 
you cannot for ye reason Surround their Factory armed men Stop provisions and 
ingress and regress of the :people because in y• Articles agreed by Compa : In 
behalf of both Company in 1675 it is provided that in case of wrong Injury or 
Violence Done by Either of ye Comp••: or ~ny belongeing to ye other Comp8 : it Shall 
not be lawfull for Either of y• Compa : to proceed to acts of Violence Force or 
Jiostilyty against y• other Compa : and therefore if you have not withdrawn yor: men 
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from ye: Factory before this arrives we'"e thinkit nec[e]ssary to order pos:;itiuely yt 
you forthwith withdraw them and take of ye Stop on provision &ca. : And what 
Ever the case be its at this Instant ye more necessary to maintain a frindly Corres .. 
pondence with ye Dutch because wee have certain advise ~t 6 French Ships have· 
arrived. at Goa and from thence Departed ~or and are arrived at Surratt and wee 
have no reason to think but they will come into these parts a Difference between·you 

·and the Dutch now may prove of ill Consequence but that you may wth Draw yof' 
men with better Credit we think this ye :best method that you acquaint Mr: Calen .. 
drini &ca.: that you haveing acquainted us with what hath past wee have order(("'" to
refer The Matter to us wee haveing wrot to N ~gapatm abu11 it Coppy of the Letter 
to Govr: Pitt comes Inclosed for·your perusuall with a Copy of ye Mentioned articles
wee hav [ing] been ye larger upon this Subject because it is requisite t we & you 
agree in one t)entiment and therefore we Desire you to give us your opinion freely 
if you Differ from us or have in the SeveraU Disputs you have had with the Dutch· 
observed any thing fit to be noted on this accasion. 

. . The Second Parrigraph of this letter-is written by mistake about the two balea 
of Cloth rashes first seems they were b~t Invoyced to you to Containe 11 peices that 
10 ps: which we:re packed up ;here and we have given you credit for the over charge 
of our·ps: in that bale but you will find ye Numbr: in_ye other bale when y0 open it 
to be 11 peices which must be Either bale N° 58 or 59.-29th: FebruY. 

Since the writing of the foregoing we reed: yors ~:of 25 and 26 Instant this 
afternoon qt: a Letter from Govl': Pitt and from Pullicherry to yorselves when 
translatd wee shall send you a Coppy thereof. at present wee see no reason against 
your withdrawing your Guard from ye Factory Especially since it Dos appear that 
the Souldier Demanded is not in the Factory ~nd we Desire you to Endeavor
accommodation with your Dutch neighbour in order to a freindly reconsilation that 
the present Difference may not Increase and Interrupt our agreemt against our Common 
Enemy. Weer ~ -

TT onble: sr: &oa: Yor : Very Affeott : Freinds. 

No. 19: 
To :M•: SIMON HoLEOU [ru:] BE 

CmB11' &o .. : Oour.r. AT VxzAGAPATAM. 

NATHANlELL HIGGlNSON. 

JOHN STYLEMAN ~ 

WILLIAM FRASER. 

THOMAS WRIGHT. 

MATTHEW EMPSON. 

This Serves only to Inclose copy of our letter Datd ye 17 Instant and Copy or 
y' list of coast goods to be provided for y8 year 96 also Invoyce of 2 bales of Cotton 
Sent you by boat Fleetwood amounting to Pag8

: 14 : 25 : 1 : and the Tandells reo': 
for the Same. We are 

Yor: loveing Fri.nds 

N ATHr.r. : HIGGINSON. 

JOHN STi'LEM AN. 

WILLIAM FRASER. 

THOMAS WRIGHT. 

MATT : EMPSON. ' 

Wee cannot fix the Day of the Russell Fcigotts Departure for Viza"apatam and 
Bengan but Shee will not Stay many weeks here. 

0 
. 
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LIST O.Jl" THE P.ACQUET. 

N°. 1 Generall Letter Dated 29th: FebruY 95/6 
2 Coppy Generall Letter .17 D~ : 
3 Copv of the list of goods to be provided for ye Year 96. 
4 In v~yce of two bales of Cotton by boate Fleetwood 
5 Tandell reed: for the Same. . 

To N'.uon ZuLPHAKER CA wN • . 
FoRT St. GEoRGE 10 MARCH 95j6. 

' l'r 

May Honr: happiness and Success always attend wise ventures and noble Zul
phaker Cawn E:x:cY : Desires me to lend 190,000 Pago,as.: by Emain Oooly I am. I'Ull
so much in D~bt for the charges of the place and our Ships have brought me so httle 
fort~ payg them of. There being ware in Europe wth: the French they haveing taken 
Sev 11 : of our .Merchts: Ships goeing and coming revenge of ye English Victories over
their Fleet of warr what remains yn: but to Serve ye Inhabitants & if I do so I shalt 
loose my bread. wt great Straights am I reduced to wherin nothing Tr?ubles me so 
much as to think yt yor "ExcY may-Accot: _me ungreatfull but ~ tru~t m yor Good
ness and pray y&r E:x:cY: to continue yQr: word favour and fremdsh1p & to Except 
of a few raritys. 

NATHANIELL HIGGINSOV. 

No. 20. 
To THE HoNBLB: LAWRENCE :Pm CoUNCILLB: ExTRAORon: 

oF INDIA GovERNB: oF NEGAPATAM &oA. CoAsT OF 
CHoi\MDLL: FoR THE R'~' HoNBLB NETHERLANDS EAsr 
1 NDIA CoMPANY. , 

FoRT ST: GEoRGE 29 FEBRY l695j6. 
11 ay it please Yo.r: Honr : 
The last Letter 1 reeu: from Yo': Hon': was Dated Pmo: FebruY adviseinO' the

arrivall of b Frencb Ships at Goa I this Day am Inforemed by a Armenian Merghant 
that last night he reed: letters from an Armenian Resid': in Golc!l1ldah ad viseing · 
no more then that he had reed Letters from Surratt Dated 49 Days from this Date that 
7 French Ships were arrived there but I have receivd no advice whereunto J can
give cre<lit concerning the Designe of their further proceedings. However I cannot 
amit to observe one passage to Yor: Hon .. : that some times aft.er the first advise· 
reed: here concerning French Ships Designed for India a French .Capuchin of this. 
place told me he thought their Design was for 1\Ierge:n but I give no more heed to 
that then other reports till the last week the Supra Cargoe of a Madrsss Ship arrive-

- ing from Canton, adviseeth that the French Missionary Jesuits there told him of' 
Letter they had reed : overland from France in 4 months time to aqaiant ym: 
of 6 French Ships lJesigned to Settle at Mergen & yt: upon yt advise Several! 
Missionaries were ordred from China to Siam. While wee are so mu~h concerned 
l to J unite in a freindly agreement and mutualL assistance against the Common Enemy 
I am troubled yt there Should happen any Difference between our Govr: and Council! 
of Fo~t St. David and your: c~ief and Counc11 of Tegneptm concerning a runaway 
SouJd1er I dont <ij}fectJy understand the cercumstance of the case but upon the first 
notice the Governr: and Councill of Fort 8' David are ordered to quit any further
Demands on the Chief and Councill of Tegnapatam a~d to referr the Matter wholley 
to us and I Shall at better leasure ofier to yor: Honr: consideration the concerting 
of Some :Method for the preventing ~f sue~ Difference for the future wherein yor;. 
Honr : may rest assud of my sen.cere rutentlon ":hereof I have lately given a proofe 
tho' the Success hath not answered my Expectation upon the notice your Honr: gave
":hen at Pullicate ~f Some Soul_diers run fr~m Y?r : Seryic~ th~r.e one of them Hend
rick LPtH01·e comemg afterwards and offermg hts Sernce In tm8 Garrison I caused 
him to be Secured & Kept ~pon our Guard and advised the W orp": Adrian Visser 

5 
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.&,0a: Coun11 at Pullicate ther~ol.offering to Deliver him .to his ordr: upon the pro .. 
miss of a pardon to SecuJ•e hts hfe he answerd that he d1d not understand the con
tents of the English letter I sent him Translate thereof in Portugues he answered 
that he .could not promiss pardon without yo~ : Hon": order and not hereing From 
him Since after the Said Souldier had lain two or three Months under confinment I 
permitted him to take armes in this Garrison where he now remains ready to be 
Delivered unto your Hon•· :·order if you pleas to Signifie the Sicurity of his life which 
1 cannot but Desire of your Honr: because he threw .himself after that manner into 
my Protecn and to prevent a further needless charge I have given him the Lib~rty of 
takeing armes here under an assurance of his Indemnity least the fear of punishment 
Should cause him to make ·his Escape and if he Doth run away Yor : Honr: will hold 
me·blameless I heartily comend Your Honr : to Gods protection and remain, Honble 

:sr: &ca: 

'"To THE B oN»LB WILLIAM HATTSELL 

No. 21. 

Yor: Hours: Most assured .Preind 
NA'JHLL: HIGGINSON. 

PRESIDT : OF FoRT ST GEoRGE & Gova : oF FoRT ST 
DAVID &oA: CouNCILL AT FoRT ST DAVID. 

- FoRT ST. {!noRGE 12TH MARCH 1695-6. 

,. Our last was 28 and 29 Instant in answer to yours 22d : with a Letter to Govr . 
.Pitt wee have Seve~all y-ours to answr I [ n J yours of 2f>th : and 26th you complain of 
5 <(f)' Cent charge on ye 5 Bales of aurora Taken by you from the Russell Friggott which 
don by the accountant by Virtue of ye Gen11 : Order for charging 5 qp Cent on all 
Goods Sent from hence to Subordinat Factorys which order was made B Years Since 

· -& [? calculated] to make Good the Charges losses and wast upon severall Good [ s J 
whioh would otherwise Fall upon this presidensy and prevent the Trouble of 
Antecalcnlating upon Every Sorts of Goods but that the pro:ffit of Every Factory may 

.appear, Goods are. Invoiced to them at Invoyce price or prime cost whereas for-
merly ·goods had be[ en] fr~quently Invoyced at the l\fadrass price whereby the 

-pro:ffitt [. . .] to the accouLn]t of this presidency. Therefore in the whole you 
are not hardly Dealt with but if you think it requisite you may recharge to Accot : 
Curt: the 5 <(f)' Cent oharged on the Side 5 bales Your note of 40 ~Cent advance 

-on Silver Faname coined here, is a great m~stake the price is -~6 Fanams ~ Pag<l: 
- and we receive & pay at 86 Fans : <(f)' Pago :_ an.d all others ought to doe so to[ . . .] 

:price of 37 is the Shroff•: Roguery which requires a remedy that Parrigraph of 
your letter and this answer hath Spent more paper then the Subjects required. 

Wee· Sent you a few Madrass rupees for a Tr,r.all but sine : they d l?e not pass wee 
·will send no more, wee Shall send. you by the David Yatch Such writeing paper as 
wee can procw·e (the Rt: Honble: Compa: haveing Sent none this year) wee can Send 
more Small- paper if you want but no more booke paper that sent ·Will be 
.sufficient for the Gen<f: books it not applied to other use there is no wax procurable 
but shall send you some Clldles reed: from llengall wch: if they are not good wee 
have no other. . · 

The Gunnyes sent you last were the best procurable and wee no better for our 
own use wee have reed none· From Bengali this Year, wee :Shall Send you all the 
Salt BeDgaUPorke wee have by thA Yatch and the cordage according to your list 
wee leave it to the Govr: and Counn: to appoint by commission either Robt: Read or 
Such other as you thinke fitter Ensigne of the Second Company. 

By the Dext oppertunity you Shall have as many assistances as can be Spared 
,and one to fitt your council!. 

W t>e Eend you "the Translate of the Dutch Letters from Govr: Pitt and from 
_.}'ullioberry. 
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Yours of the 27th: of Fe bruT : brought us the copy of yor: Letter to Govr: Pitt 
&ca: at N egapatam of the Sam[ e J Date and Your of 28th: a Lette~ and Tran_slate from 
Pullicherry and_ your a:t;swr thereunto of the Sam.e date _all wh1~~ relatemg to the 
runaway Souldier reqwre.s no further answer till you-have rec . an answer from 
GoYr: Pitt your~ of the Z91ll of Feb-"" adviseth of a bill drawn on us for Pags: 3('0 
Pan'ble to Mr: Wright which IS paid. 

"' Yours 2nil Instant reed the 6th, acquainting us that you had withdrawn the 
guards from: the Uutch Factor~ puts an end to the wri_te~g about that ma~ter 
till the Dutch !rive further occahon and yours of 5th: adnsemg that yon not thmk 
it Convenient to senJ Govr : Pitt our Letter till Som~ exterordinary Cercumstance 
make it necessary wee Suppoe-e it is your mean~g that ~ee should lea\e the manage
ment of the Contraversy to your Seh·es wherem we Wish· you good Succells tho wee 
are of oppinion that yon had better hal"'e sent For'\\'ard that Letter because it contains 
other :Matters and if you send it you may still pror-eed in the management of the 
c~ntro¥ersy till they referr it to us the Instance which you gave of Souldiers enter
h.ined at Pullicherry from :FortS': David and Fort St: George are ¥ery materiall 
and the better proofe can be gained thereof ye better It will ser¥e to Justify or at 
least excuse your entertaining their runaways also the Letter from Van Neek will 
[be J of good u...~ to pro¥e their Trapanning him and carying in Irons thro your 
Bounds but these are acted pri\ately by them and tho beleaved by yu yet not owned 
by them but the placeing of a.gaurd of Sould" [?at] their Factory the Sroping of 
goods trade &c»-: are acted publicly and need no proof because owned and avowed b"" 
your Letters to Pullicherry and Negapatam and this is the Vifficult point becau;e 
we are affraid it will be construed not agreeable to the Generall articles of Peace 
notwithstanding the puticular eercumstance of the Dut-ch Factory being within 
the English bounds. 

Inclosed are the Translates of Van Neeks Letter tho wee think they ouO'ht not 
tu be exposed mueh less Disco'\ered to the Dutch here but rather reserred to fbe J 
transmitted to :Europe. "" 

Wee are t-ory to find by yours of the 7tll: Instant Y1 your. :Uer~ will not make a 
formall contract till the Countrey is better settled but 'Yhen they doe you must no!tJ 
contract for more Suecotombs then bear a: proportion to the other goods men
tioned in the"list. it is a fine cloth and will Take up a great deal of money in a little 
room and is proportionably Dear then other Sorts of Calicoes. 

\Yea Shall pay your :Hill of Pag>: 2500 to Antio de Vass Concelloes when due 
and cau..::.e the two Pag•: which you sent of your new stamp to bE>: Examined 
aud for the bett~r security of the goodness of the coin obser¥e the followinO' method 
out of J?nry parcell of t"ag~: coined lett one be . taken ind~erently by 

0
the mint 

master In presence of Samde Bollage or Some appomted by h1m a.nP pnt into a box 
Kept for that purpose with tw., Keys (to be kept by the mintmaster and Samde 
] :oUage ~r one appointed by him) once in a Month or two accord.i.itg to the num'" of 
perc-ells and quantity coined whereof an account to be kept by the mintmaster in 
this manner Vizt: 

March I. Pag5
: 500.-.1 

7. 4800.-.1 
20. 1000.-·1 

..Aprill 05. 3600.-.l 
15. 2700.-.1 
30. 1900.-.1 

Pag': 14000.-.6 

Which Since Pag•: are to be tryed both by the Shroffs colld for the purpose at 
Fort St lJarid, and by our ..Assav ll asters here either by takeing two out of the six 
indifferently or by melting ali into one masse and cuttivg of two Pag•: weight 
whereof one To be delivemi to the Shroff and the othe["rl Sent here and if there 
pro'es a def41t in weight or in finess -j- ~ or l 11 Cent upon the s4 : tryalls Sonde 



20 Records of Fort St. George. 

Bollage is to b[el fined accordingly for the whole some of Pag•: 14000. but there is. 
in all mints an allowance, calld a remedy which cannot be less then i ~Cent and 
the minters are to be accordingly considered though it is not co[nJvenyent to lett 

- Sounde Ballage know it you contracted the contract with Souude Bollage before 
you advice us of it but wee hope tbat you will take care that the former minters
who were found guilty of falce coining fanams be not employed again. 

If silver fanams passe so currently with you we dont apprehend any reason why 
wee Sould not still supply you with as many as is necessary for Exchange rather· 
then to multiply a veriety of coins wee find a great inconvenientcy in the makeing 
in' of the silver fanams so much less then real value wch: gives the Shroffs an advant
age of altering their Buzer price in S(p]ight of the [s] trictest orders and if wee could 
contrive a way to call in all that are already coined without a great loss and coin 
new nearer to the real val.lue in weighing and finess wee think it would be a consi
derable advantage to the Rt : H : Company in the pormoting the coina~e of silver 

' and the _currency of the coin bothe here and wth you but cannot be done without 
a favourable oppertunity. 

March lBtk. 

Wee shall cause the 85 Pags : mentioned in yours of 9th to be charged by the. Shroff 
who Shroffed the money sent by The David Yatch last and the same sut'iie shall be· 
made good to. Cap• : Morge.n wherof the 81 Pags : of Dutch stamp passe here 
without any Difference the 4 Pag8

: of Arrelore and stamp was our Shroffs oversight 
but in such cases if the Sum was very considerable it would require some credible 
attestation to make the sbroff liable to answer. · · 

Wee take notice of the Dispossall of the 350 Bags of Indigo without loss by the. 
next oppertunity if cannot sell it here wee shall send you the remainder with 4 Bales 
Aurora the David yatch being full before the receipt of this Letter by which wee 
Hh.ve sent you money and Silver Amount as cW' Inclosed copy of Invoyce to Pags: 
2861: 11 : 27: the originall wherof with bill of Ladeing goes upon tho Yatch Dis-
patched this day. . 

Yours of the lOth brought us Govr. Pitts Letter to you in Dutch which is long
when 'rranslated wee will send you a Copy till when will not ad de anything upon the 
Subjects. 

By the first give us as near a Calculate as you can of the Number of [D]ales we 
may Expeet to receive from you between this time and September next Vizt: The 
remains of the 45,000 Pags: contract or what you can procure more Eit.her by for
mall Contract or otherwise of the sorts of Cloth Contained in the Rt: H: Compa•. List 
Either according to our usuall musters or other Musters fitt for Europe Markett for 
tbe Countrey is~ all parts so strangly unsetled and subjects tQ roberies Plunders and 
other Hazards both Moors and marrattes that it is vaine For us to think of haveing 
Investments CIU'J'Y on by so regular and Strickt Contracts as in peaceable and planti
full time but it is Lour] Duty to gett as . much Cloth as wee can into ou1· possession 
while we may, least the Country hereafter become more uneable then uow which their 
is more reason to fear then to hope for better. We would willingly have it in our 
power to Dispatch a Ship in Septemr if possible therefore Desire you to help us 
with as many bales as you· can and to advise us frequently the. numr: of bales in 
rediness and in prospect. 

We~ shall be able to pay any bills you Drow upon us after 20 Days to the 
Amount of 10 or 15000 Pag' : in ye mean time shall answer lesser Bills Considering 
the Hazard of land Carage and uncertainty of Passage by sea at this time of the 
Yearit is Certainly the best way to send you money bills. 

· Emain Cooley came about 10 Days agoe with ab'out 50 Horse and brought a 
letter from . the Nabob Demainding the Loan of 100,000 Pag• : upon a pown of 
J ewells and assigned of any Countrey for payment wee do not yett fully understand 
the bottom of this Design· whether it be the Begining of a quarrell or no as yett there· 
appears necessity of money to pay his Souldiers who are Impatient ol staying till 
treasure comes here are fr_equent reports amongst the :Moores & Camp Merchants 
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& advice in their Letters of a Considerable Army comeing From the King under 
Comand of Arrunturras Son and in the Camp itselfe it is reported that the Nabob 
will be removed bnt these reports are Very uncertain and wee have no_means of 
KnowinO' the reall truth which time must shew till when our true Interest 18 to keep 
as faire ~ friendship as we can with all partys with as little Expence as the Cercnm-

. stance of the case makes necessary and no more w~ are 

::P.S. 14. no: 
Wee have reed: yours of lith adviseing 

the sending forward the Letter to 
Govr. Pitt. 

N:H. 
J: s. 

'v :F. 
· T:W 
M:E. 

Iio. 22. 
To THE Ho:sELB W ILLI.UI liA.rrsELL PBxsmT: 

OF FoRT s'r GEORGE & GovERB: OF FoRT ST. 
DAVID & 0'- : CouNCILL AT FoRT gr. DA vm. 

Yor: very affection : Freinds 
N.ATHII: HIGGINSON. 

JoHN SmEl'tU.N. 
wILLIAM: FRASER. 
THOMAS WRIGHT. 
MATr.: EMPsoN. 

FoRT ST. GEoRGE 1 3TB MARCH 95j6. 
This serves only to advise that by this Vessell we have sent Yon Pag": 2500 

in Treasure and cordage Generall stores and Factors Provisions Pag•: 361: 11 ; 2: 
in all Pag!: 2861 : 11 : 2 for wch ; Invoyce and bill of Ladeing comes inclosed. we are 

Y or : very affectiona tt Freinds 

N:H 
J:S 

W:F 
T:W 
M:E 

To :M• : Smo:N Hoi.ECUl!B 
CHJUF &0'-: CoUNCILL .u VIzAGAPx: 

FoRT ST. GEoRGE 14m MARCH 95f6. 
Our last was 29th FebruY with two bales of Cotton by Boat Fleetwood which 

brought you a Copy of the List reod the R': H : Company of Goods to be provided 
in: 96. 

This coms by Ship Russell Frigott by which we have s~nt you Page: 13101 : 2: 
2 in Treasure Cloth &ca: as\)' Inclosed Invoyce and bill of Lademg if you have 
accasion for more Europe Cloth or Money we Shall Supply You upon Your advise 
In the meane time this will enable yon to begin a Contract wherein as before advised: 
it will be requisite that you provide for as mnoh Cloth as possible Deliverable in 
or before August and by Every oppertunity advise in the progress you make in your 
Invest :with Number of Bales you have in rediness or in prosspect. 

Lett not the Russell Frigott stay longe; in yo., : road then is necessary for the 
recg : a Shoar what Consigned to you. 

Wee have.nothing from Suratt sev11 : months our last advicesleft them under a. 
Confin': 
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Wee are Credibly advised that 6 French Ships arrived in Goa and from thence 
'provided for and arrived at Surratt but whether they are bound from thence or what 
:their Design is' we cannot tell the French say ~hey are bound for Bangall. There are 
12 Dutch Ships on that Coast to attend their Motion. Zachary High Lord is to 
-receive his whole wages at Vizagapm: from the let Instant: Send Copys Journall Led-
ger, of the Accota: of Mr : Dubois Chapman and Fooquet as they Rtand in yor : 
Sev.ll Books that they may be stated. Send U$ Double Copys o! your Book& and 
Consultation to be sent for England and remain here. 

By this Ship comes :Mr :Edward Thompson Factore and Mr: Bezaliel Morrice 
Writer to be employed as you find them Capable Mr: Thompson hath Contracted an 
indisposition and hath too- much [addicted] himself to Drinke he hath promised 
:amendmt but if he do not reforme, let him returne to us, and we will Dissmis him 
from the Rt : Honble: Company service. 

They are paid what Salary due to t.J:m 25th Instant wee have Sent by this Ship 
.M.r :John Cotter, who is entertained to serve the. Rt: H:. Company as Chyrurgeon 
-of your Factory at the salary of 86 CfP' .Afi as nsuall and a Chest of Medicines. 

· Wee have paid the Compa-: of Ship Russell Frigott, six Page :·for the Dyat of 
.Mr:: Thompson and M.r : Morrice. 

Advice us ~hat quantity of Stick lack may be procured on the Coast of Ginjer· 
lee and in what part and Contract with_ your Merchants for the provisions of 20 or 
SO Candy if procurable under Page : ? Candy .clean and Good, and if they will not 
Contract Provide a Candy or two, at such rate as you can gett it, if yon understand 

, that there affords a quantity it will be packed best -either in Chest or Leather Dup-
pers which is Cheapest. We are · . · -

:.p: S: 

Yor : Lov·eing Freinds 
NA'J,'RLL : HIGGINSON. 
JOHN 8TYLE1'11AN. 
WILLIAM FRASER. 
THOMAS W RIGH1'. . 
.MATT: EMPSON. . 

'There is some Cotton lying in[? :Masulio]patam Factory which wee shall order M~: 
Noden to ·serid'to~you,·when ·he sends it, receive it and pay the C[h]arges and 
:advice uS. · 

N: H: 

LisT Oll' 'TRB P ACQUET TO VIZAGAPm ~ RussLL: · FRIG'~' : 

No.1. Generall Letter Dated 14th March 95/6. 
2. Invoyce of Ship Russell Frigt : 
S. Bill of Ladeing of Do : 
4. Docter Cotter List of Medioins. 

· 6. !Key of the-Chest of medicins. 

( CotrNw. : FOB TBB ~ B'~' : H : .NBTHERLANi>s BAST INDIA. con ANY. AT PULLIOAT. 
. . . 

FoRT ST. GBoRGB 16TB .:M.&ROH 1695/6. 

TO. THE WORPr.x.: ADRIAN VISSER. CHElF &CA. 
Much. Respected Sr • 
Your Letter Dated 23/18 Instant Came to our hands on Saterday ·Evening the 

.14. Instant relateing to the Demand of 500 Rix Dollars in leave of 250 Page : and 
the Delivery of Henry Laftlore a Sonldier Concerning both which we lately wrote to 
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the Hon'llle : Govr :'Pitt and daily expect his answer af~r winch we Do~bt) not but ~e 
.t:ha.ll give yor : W 6rp: &ca : a satisfactory ansW'er & m the meane time we remam 
W orp!l & : &f!l : Y or : Beady Frinds k Serrt.. 

No. 25, 
, 'To C.A.Pr : W IILIAli :BLUED ELL.. 

ColDL\.XD ... : OP' SHIP E.t:SS1IT.L l'BJGT : 

N:R. 
J: s. 
W: F. 
T:W. 
M:E. 

Upon receip~ hereof yon are ordered_ to repaire aboard Ship an~ uith the first 
. ()ppe:rtanity of wmd and wheather to weigh your Anchor and Set Sail and make the 
best of your way for ye most speedy attaining of the Port ~f V'11.3.o!J"'(lpatam whe~ you 

-are to send or carry a~boar our Letter Directed to :Mr: Sunon Holcomb Cheif &c• 
Council! unto whom you are to De1iv-er the Treasure and good [s] consigned to them 
with all Expedition and then proceed without Rx:pecting further orders for Bengali 
where vou arrive you are to Deliver our Letter Directed to the Rt : W"orpll: Charles 
ETreS Agent &ca Councill whose order you are to follow for your nnladeing and fur
ther proceeding lfr: John Cotter Chyrnrgeon }J:r: Edward Thompson Factor and 
]Ir: Bezaliel Morrice writer take their psssage on your ship for Yizaooapatam unto 

-.whom we.8.S!!ign the nse of the great Cabin Da.reing their passage, we wish you a. 
good voyage &; Date these in Fort.St. George. this 18lh Day of ~rch .95J6. 

:To nu Br WoJU>LL: Ca.nn,TN EYBES. 
• ~AGur /rc• : C<rcxcn:L n_:Busu-. 

.llQ. _26. 

NA.IRLL :· Hl:GG:{:SSOY. 
~ J OB::f StiLElL&3.: 
Wn.ii.or l?BA.SEB. 

-THolU.S WBIGHl'. 
-MAI'l' : :Elt:Pso:s:. 

' 

Fort Sr. G:&oxe:s 1£ :!d:AE.ca 95/6. 

Our last,was :Qate(d] 7th Past ? Ship flleet Frigott C()ppy wherof Comes Inclo-
·sed, Since which we have received none from you nor have any Certaine advice of 
the Marthas·Departnre. Inclosed is Invoy~ and :Bill of Ladeing for Tre&--ure and 
Goods sent you· by this Ship Russell Frigott amount Pag'-: 63114: : lfa: !Ca. where
in you will find 5 i_:} Cent charged on the Enrope In1oyce price of Cloth and is to 
make good our _Charges .loss and wast upon such goocb. In this Cargo were £3 
pee': Damaged .and m-p.gh by the King William but wee have sent you none 

.Damaged. 
W~ have ~t you aa-many Ru~ a.s wee could ge~ Coined and were unwilling -

to ·Detain the Ship Longer for y• Commg of more . Duremg the Southerly munsoon 
:wee can upon yor : advice send you more jf aooation requires. 

If after the arrivall of this Ship you find you can send her to us with the Lade
ing of Saltpeter and grain it uill be better then to lett her ly idle sa. many months in 
:Beng!l and Shee can return to you time Enough but we .are dobtftill_wheather the 
&&son of the Year will c;pmitt & -rJt. '!&Y~ the F~nch Ships De~ 

Wee therefore leat"e it to yo11 to act as you ~d a.driceable the .4st ad rice w-ee 
baTe reed: Concerning Surratt was that they Continued JID.der Confinement and that 
was above two :Months since Issa. Cooley the .A.rmenien resident in the llogull Camp 
.a~nced tha~ the Mogulld.idlssue orders to Nabob Zulphaker Cawu against ~ 



24 Records of Fort St. George. 

but that they were recoiled and wee have not <@'ceived any effect of sd: orders about. 
10 Days Since two of the Nabob Servants came hither withe his Letter Demanding 

_ the Loan of 100,000 Page :upon pawn of J ewells wheth~· he Designs to begin a quarell 
by this method Dos not appear there is a. Currant report that he is turned out, 
and Dedder Bu;x is Comeing in his room, with a new army to oppose the progress of· 
the Morattas, who will otherwise overcome all this Countrey being 30,000 strong. 

Inclosed is the Coppy of a Jud[g]ment of ye Mayors Court for Pags : 14:0 
payable out of Capt: Thomas Absolems Estate to Capt: Antony Penni.stott-whicb, you. 
may pay unto no : Pennistons orde~ at the rate of Sj Rup8 

: <@' Paga :, 

, Wee have not [?heard] of the Mary Bouyer nor from t~e 'Vestcoast since they· 
went '"from hence Ship Mary~ and Sarah Sailed from hence on the 12th and 1Sth :: 
FebruY: . 

yr: Chardin aquaints that himself and Mr: Rickson Attorneyes of Samuell 
:Rickson Deed : sent a Letter of aTorney to yr : Beard for Demanding of Mr: Stanely 
·the rent of a house in Ballesore and. by selling the same by outcry which belonged to· 
Cap~: John Tylore Deed : who was inde~ted to the said Rickson and Severall other 

. Oredrs: in Fort St: George for satisfaction w:Itereof orders were Issued out of the
Ma;rors [Courtl for bringing·in ye money into Court to be Devided among. the-
Oredrs. : - ' , . 

I . 
. Mr Beard sent an Accot: of what he had reed: from 1\.P: Stanly vizt: 400 
Rup• : the valeue of the house and about· 60 rup• : rent without mentioning the time· 
of the rent or the manner of selling the House. . 

1 ·But M r : Ohardi.a is otherwise Inforemed yt : yr : Stanly hath Taken the house·· 
to hi~ own Acct : ·without any authority for so Doing at the rate of 400 Rups : 
which is thought to be worth at least 1200 _. Rupe : and that Stanly hath actually 
reed : rent for the eaid house of Rt: H : Company at the rate of 250 Hup8 

: a year ever 
since he went to.Bengll: .Enquire Into the truth thereof and Demand Mr: Stanelys 
8Jl,Swer and remit the same. . " 

. Wee ar~ Credibly advised that 6 French ships arrived in Goa in December and 
from thence proceeded for and arrived at Surratt but whether they are bound and 
what their Design is wee cannot tell the French say that they are bound for Bengall . 
there are 12 Dutch ships on that Coast to attend their Motion. ~ . 

Omit not to supply us with Packing stuff as oppertunity offers and lett it be · 
always good. The sealing wax wee reed: last was not good. Wee desire you to send
us of the best. We -are 

_ .. Y or : Affett : Freinds 

NATRLL: HIGGINSON: 

J' OHN S1'YLEMA.N. 

w ILLIA.M FRASER .. 

THOMAS WRIGHT • 

. MATT: EMFSON. 

LisT · o11' THE P AOQUET To BENGLL : ~ RussBLL FRIG'~'~ 

No.1. Generall Letter Dated 14 March 95/6. 
2. Copy of a Generall Dated 7'h FebrY 95/6 • 

.. S. Inyoyce of Ship ,Russell Frigott. 
4. Bill of Ladeing of Do : 
5. Bill of Ladeing of Ship Fleet Frig•· 
6. Copy of an order of Mayor Court. 
7. W erehousekeepra : List of goods laden on Frig t. 
8. Ship ~ussell Frigotts Charterparty. 
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No. 27. 
To ]J.a: PHILIP NoDEN AT METCHLEPATAM. 

Wee Reed: yours of 31st December 95 Continue your advice of all occurrences 
as oppertunitys happens wth: out Charge, wee would have. you send all the Cotton 
which lys in Madapallon or Metchlepatam Factory to Vtzagapatam the Charges 
whereof we have orderd the Chief to pay. Yon may also send thither as you can 
gett oppertnnity any other remains of either Factory. 

Wee here Capt._ Hampton is colll: from Bengali .to Madapa11W:U with Severall 
English and wounder if it be true that you have not g1ven us fl. pertlcular .AccQt: of 
the men and their business and Design we are 

No. 2~. 
To THE Ho.NBLB WILLIAM HA-TTSELL PRESIDT : 

Yor: affectionett Freinds 
NATHLL: HIGGINSON. 
JOHN 8TYLEMAN. 
WILLIAM FRASER. 
THOM8 : WRIGH'r. 
MATT : EMPSON. 

OF FoRT Sr: GEORGE AND Gov•: OF FoRT Sr: DAVID 
&a£ : CoUNLL : Oli' FoRT Sr : DAVID. 

FoRT Sr GEORGE 28 MARH : 96 
. W~e have reed:. yours of 20th and shall by the first Convenient oppertunity send 

you the 100 Bgs. of Indigo remaining fine and ordinary unless wee can sell it here at 
as good or better price. , 

Wee Sent you no Silver fa.uams, because wee suppose you D~d (?notj approve of 
Them by your farmer Letter, Wee cannot aliter the Matt or weight of Silver fanams 
till all the old Stamp are calle~ in. · 

Vincatee hath Delivered us the 200 Rupa : which you reed: from the Avaldore 
of Portonovo and do not Charge it to yo : Accot : but to Bengali, where ye : Said Sum 
was lent to ye: Avaldors Son you advise us of 274.Bales you have in yourGodowns 
and the Remains of the Contract Deliverable in Agust Send us a Colculate (as near& 
as you can Gusse j how many Bale~ you can Expect by that time from the remains of 
any Contract made besids t': sd : 27 4 & whether yor : Merchta: will undertake any 
Certain Contract or no, yt : we may know how many Bales may be Depended on, to 
be reed: from -FortS t: David in Augt : or September next. 

The reports we rec"' : of ye : Kings new Army & its Cheif Comd rs : are S(} 

various and uncertain ~hat at present wee know iiot what to Judge of their truth. 
Your Method of causing Page : and fanams to be taken and kept for Tryall. 

their Matt is approved. · 

There is no Occasion for further considering ye Contract Sound Bollege about 
the mint, it being concluded. 

- Vancate your Cheif Da.bash brought us yours of 23d: we Shall pay yo~r Bills 
payable to Mr : Elliot Page : 581 & to Tittee Goapall Page :-160 when due Inclosed 
is Coppy & Translate of the Letter from Govr..: Pitt and Councill Concerning the 
Difference with the Dutch of Tegnepatam the Governour hath not Yet red: any 
Answer To his Letter Sent last to Govr : Pitt, tho you have advised its being sent 
forward. We are · 

Yor : very affectt : Freinds 
NATHJ..L: HrGGL"iSON. 
dOHN 8TYLEMAN~. 
WILLI!M ERASER. 
TROM8 

: \VB.IGHT. 
' MATr : EMPSON. 

7 
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LIST' OF THE p ACQUET 

Generall Letter Dated 28 March 96. 
Coppy .()f St David Yatch her lnvoyce. 

Coppy of Lett~ : from Govr : Pitt &c"': to ]'ort St : David Dated 
1
: Instant. 

Translate of'Do: Letter 

-- No. 29. 
'To THE Ho:N:et:.a : LAURENCE PITT CouNciLL8 : 

ExTRAORDINARY o1l' INDIA & GovB.: o1l' 
.N EGAP ATAM &0' : CouNu : 1l'OR AFFAIRs 
o1l' THE RT: Hol.\BL8 : NETHERLUDS EAsT INDIA 
CoMPANY ON THE CoAST OF CHORMENr.L: 

FoRT ST. GEoRGE, 80'J'H M~RCH 1696. 

·HoN:eLB SB. &c•: 
Yesterday your Peons brought us yo-r : Letter, dated 81 st/2lst March with ye: 

Inclosed Papers, which being writen in a language which wee do not understand 
will requir~ some time for giyeing an Exact Translate and the matter requires good 
Consideration and therefore wee pray yot· : Hon-r : &ca. : Patienc(J for an answer, and 
for the Acknowledgment of your Ron~: favour in Communicating 'ro us the news 
Re·cd : of the two French Ships arrived In Goa woh: are probably separated from the 
rest of their Companions by some Extraordinary accident and not by their own 
·Choice wee hope your Hon-r : will in short tim recv : a more perticulaf confirmatio"n 
.and will pleas to impart it to 

Yor : Honn : Assud : Freinds and 

\ 

No. 30. 
'To THE WoRpLL: ADBIAN VrsSER CHEIF &c ... : 

CouNOILL FOR i'HB RT: HoN:eLs: NETHERLANDS 
EAsT INDIA CoMPANY AT PuLLIOATE. 

Humble SE'rvants 
NATRLL: HIGGINSON. 
JOHN 8TYLEMAN. 
w ILt.IA.M FRASER. 
THoM.8 : WRIGHT. 
MATT : EMPSON. 

· FoRT ST GEORGE 2» : APRLL : 96. 

B aveing reced : a Letter from ye : Honble: Lawrence .Pitt Governr : of N egapm : 
.&ca. Counll : dated gpt March last wherin they Desire yt : Henry Laffiore may be sent 
to you to ,Pullicate or Delivered to )'e Mast" : of ye: t;loop Eddemonie & give us an 
~ssurance of his pardon, we. have in complyance wth their Desire & in Confidence 
of his pardon Deld : him this day. to the said Master John Closson, wee should 
very Gladly here you have reed: him and remain 

Yo" : Read v ffreds • & servants .. 
NATHLL: HIGGINSON. 
JoHN STYLEM!N. 
\V ILLIAM FRASER. 
CHARLES BARWELL. 
THOl\18 : WRIGHT. 
MATT : 'EMPSON. 
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No. 31., 
· To rHE \V o&pLL : .ADRIAN VISSER CHIEF &<JA : 

CouNCILL FOR THE H.T HoNBLE: NETHERLns: 
EAsT INDIA CoMP" .: AT l'ULLICATT. 

FOR'!' ST : GEORG& APRIL 4TH : 1696. 

On the 14th May 1696 we sent your worp8 : &ca Pags : 250 being as we thought 
the vallue of 500 Dollars borrowed by Mr. Hammon Gibbons of the Chief of Paddang 
wee also sent your worp8 

: an attested copy of Gibbons Bill giyen to the Cheif of 
Paddang which w~ desire your worp9 : &ca. : to returne to us wtth an acknowledge
ment of the money reed : your worp : &.ca : were pleased by your Lette:, da~ed ~5/15th 
May 95 to signify the recpt : of satd 250. pags : ?ut kept t.he sa1d blll till Y?U 

·should receive orders from your ,Supr : smce which ye Honble: Lawrence P1tt 
acquainting us that the said 2?0 pags : ~as not t_he full vallue of 5~0 Dollors, and 
Desireing the same may be paid m Speme wee d1d thereupon promtsse to send you 
500 Dollars so soon as wee could procure them in persuance wh~reof we herewith 
_send you by the hands of Mr: Enoch 'Valsh 500 Rix Dollars which wee Desire your 
W orps : to rece~ve and t? Deliver to h.~m ~he said 250 pags : and the a.forementioned 
Bill given by G1bbons with your receipt mdorsed thereon for the sa1d 500 Dollers 
wherin you will oblidge. 

No. 32. 
' '"To THE W ORPLL : CHARLEs EYRES AGENT 

&o•: CouNCILL AT CnuTrANOTTEE. 

Yor: Ready Freinds & Servants 

NATHLL: HIGGINSON. 
JoHN S-riLEMAN. 

WILLIAM FRASER. 
CHARS : .HARWELL. 

THOM8 
: WRIGHT. 

MATT : EMPSON. 

FoRT Sr. GEoRGE 7TH APRILL 96. 

Our last was ]4th past CfP' Ship Russell Frigt : which brought you Treasure and 
goods, to the Amounting of Pa ga : 68114 : 4 : I since which we a have reed : ad vices 
from Surat of their Continuance Still under Confinement, but have hopes of a Speedy 
acomodation. The French Ships arrived there, and in the begining of FebrY : 
Departed from thence and were mett and fought by ye: Dutch ships, the Successe is 
not ;perticulerly advised nor what is become of the French Ships, nor what their next 
Des1gne is the messengers sent (as advised in ous last) by the Nabob to Demaind a 
Loan of 100,000 Pags : affter 20 days stay returned without money Since which w~e 
have beard nothing from the Nabob, the Marratt increas strength and conquest. the 
Expected supply of Force and mony from· the Mogull is not yet come nor any certain 
~dvice that they are set out from; their Camp. 
. On the 2d : Instant wee reed : yours of ] 4th FebruY with Ooppys of your Genells : 
to the Rt: H: Company ~ Sarah and Martha by Brigantaine Aoheen Mercht~: adviceing 
the Dispatch of the Martha on the 18th JanuaY with a Cargoo of 723000 Rups : and 
the loss of 120000 Rup8 

: Merchants Goods by the fireing of yor : Matted Godowns. 
Tho the losse seeme to be the .Merchants yet the Right Honble: Company will suffer 
a damage by the want of fine goods if as you Feare you shall be Dispointed in ladein"' 
a ship in Agust for want of Fine goods but wee hope you cannot fail of procureing 
fine good[ sj enough by that time because wee lj}ceive by your J urnall to the Rt: 
Ron : Compa: dated 20'J anY : you are furnished with Kentilage and cours goods 
enough for two small Ships and if you cannot get so great a quantity of Fine goods 
.as you Desire yet it will be better to Dispatch them with as much as yo.u cau get, 
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then,. to keep the Rt : H : Compa : have by their 'rast orders CfP' Fleet Fright : limiting 
-the Iadeing of saltpeter to the Charty Party proportion. 
. You are allready provided with 1800 Md·: or 600 Tonus these two . ships will 
requier littlo more then 1 00 Tonus there will remain about 500 Tonns to be !lent us . 
as oppertunitv presen[ts] for a Store b[e]sids which it is necessary that vo·u contract 
for at least 10 or l2000·Md: to he sent us aliso in the next No[r]therly Munsoon we 
dobt not but wee shall Haveinore Ships this Year. and more [e]arly then they have 
arrived in the two Qr three years past and if t.he Rt : H : Company should Estend 
their orders by the next ships for greater quantity of Salt Peter (which is not pro
bable) there will be a dispointment if there be not timely Provisions and if there 
shall not be accasion in one year for so much wee ~hall have the better store for the 
next. · · 

Wee will appro've the building of such godowns as are Necessary for saveing 
Good[s] from fire and_-Damage, Zulphaker Cawn Beetle servants are arrived and 
aknow ledge your Kindness wee Shall Sa tis fie the Owners Brigantain Acheen 
Merchant for thei;r passage &ca. : . 

This Comeing by Mr. Stanelys Ship bound for Ballasore wee shall_send· you.. 
some fi.relocks by a Direct Conveyance meantime remain 

P.S. . 
The Mary Bouyer arnved from the · 
west coast the 2d: Instant wth: Mr: 
Barwell and gives us a very good 

· accot : of the Settlement of the Rt : 
Ron : Compas: affaires there th? time 
of ye : Bouyers returne to you lS 

not yet resolved. -

Yor : very A:ffectionett Freinds 

N ATRLL : HIGGINSON. 

JOHN 8TYLEMA.N. 

WILLIAM FRASER. 

CHAR8 : HARWELL. 

THOM8 : WRIGHT. 

MATT.: EMPSON. 

~:H: 

No. 33. 
To ya_ SIMON HoLCOMBE CHEill'E &o.t. : 

CouNciLL ATT VIZAGAPATAM. 

Fll'ORT ST : Gl.i:ORGE 9Ta: AP.BILL 1696. 
Our last was dated 14th : past CfP' Ship Russell Frigat by woh : Ship Sent you in. 

Treasure and Goods to. the Amot: of Page: 18101: 2: 2 woh: we hope came very 
Seasonably for the enabling Yor ~ Complyance wth : the late Contract of woh : you 
Sending the Copy wth: Yors: of the Sd: past wee Shall Supply you further as you 
advise Yor: occasion and the State of the Country, therefore you may goe on wth 
the Contract as fast [as] you can. If the 'Moor Merchants d1d furnish the Broad. 
Cloth for the Rt: Honble: Compa : Service it is Reasonable they should be allowed 
in Accot : but if Primagee did Expend i~ otherwise then he ought to doe he is to be. 
indibted for it. - - · 

The 300 Rups : paid by you on the Agent & Councill of Bengali Bill you must . 
debt Yor: Accot: f~r Expressing the C(p'ticulars of y~: occasion. . 

As for the 200 Rupa: Reed : of Presidt: Yale it Shall be Charged Right when 
you Send us ye Copys of Mr: Owens Focquett Dubois & Chapmen Accot: as Standing· 
ln y 0 r : bookes. . 
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Yon: of the S<i : March and of 9th. lOth : Do : brought as Copyes qf y~ : Diaryes 
well: giTeS an Accot: of the unsetled t5tate of the Country. 

\V e have kept halfe the two Musters of Nackcloths fine and ordinary web. : you 
sent us and Retnrne von the other halfe washed the Nackcloths ordinary a.re of a. 
due lenfglth bnt ought to be-full Coved broad (being) now one Inch narrower) and 
the Stri~ white Instead of Red. 

The Price is l:d Neckcloths for 1~ Rups: ~h: Rec~g Rups: at 3} 1? Pag: 
whereas the sd : Muster of 35 ~ Page : and yett Bettellas are at least i15 ~ Ct : 
Cheaper in Yor: parts then here, so that they Seem to be very Dea~, the Nack
cloths fine come out about 11 r\ack: CiotfuJ. for a Page: \V nereas our htghest M ustr: 
No: 39 comes abont 17 1?' Page: and there is little difference in the Goodness of the 
Musters tho Yours is Reathe.r the better and Evener made, but Yor: Nackclothes 
may be made 6 Inches Shorter and 4 Inches Narrower, upon weh: Accot : the 
Mer;hts: ought to abate of their demand •. 

The N ac.kcloths are doubtles .fitt for the Europe M arkett and it will be very 
Convenient. to introdtt.ce their Manufactore ,;veh: if att the first Cost dearer may by 
degrees be Reduced therefor if yon ean cause them to be made as Cheap or Cheaper 
then oars Increase the quantity il you caunot however send us a Bale or two of 
Each Short for a triall as (;"'b.eape as yon Can. 

· Send us a maund or two of Stickla.c for a mastr: with advice of the price and 
quantity procurable Yearly and in what parts we have Cordage of all Sizes Invoiced 
to u3 at 45 Shillings~ C: If yon can Sell any att 25 or 30 1t Cent advise the 
Size and quantity and we will furnish yon! we Sent but halfe a Candy of Cotton 
upon the :ffleetwood (upon web.: occasion you found cause to call a Consultation 

-Extraordinary) because it was very dear we hop'd it would be Cheaper but it proved 
dearer and therefore &nd yon no more because you can buy it Cheaper Send us 
Y or : bale~ onely by the Hi: Hon'~~Ia: Com pas: ships till further orders. we are 

No- 34. 
To THJI Ho:s:n.•: WILLIAM H.nsELL 

Yo~" : Affectionat ffreinds 
NAm:r.r.: HIGGINS:oN. 
JoHN SrtL.EllA.."i. 
w IT.LIAM FBAS.EB. 

CHA.BLES HARWELL. 
THOliAS WRIGHf. 

l\IA.rr: EMPsos. 

P.KESID:En o:r FtJRT S-r: GEoRGE & Gov•: oF FtJRT ST: 
D 1 TID &cA : CoUNCir.L AtT FoRT SY : DA vm. 

FFOBT 81': GEORGE 14.TK: APRILL 96. 
\'; ee have rec~: Yon :of 28th: and 30th: past and shall give you Creditt for 

Pag': I : 15: 3 being 5 RniJ": lent to Zulphaker Cawne Servts: and have paid 
your Bill drawn on us for Pag8

: 223: 22: to .Mr: John Affiack. 

There are frequent and various Reports of an Army comeing from the Kings 
Camp under the Command of Deader Bux the Son of Arnm Tnrra wch: is prolJably 
the 1-!easo~ why Santogee Goorpara Stays with an Army of 15000 about Seerpee to 
appose their entrance into the Cornatta Country, and Cft9'vent their Joining wth: 
Zulpha.k.er Cawne. . - • 

Mr: :Harwell and Mr: Butterfeild arrived here with the Mary Boyer on the 
2rl : Ius:: aud have brought M~: £fleetwood and Mr: Kennedee wth: them, and have 
left a:ffat_res _very well St.!tled on the \Vest Coast they dispatched the London :ffrigatt 
and .A_m1ty ID octobr: last full laden & give us a good prospect of Considerable 
quanhtys of Pepper ltcurable. we Have ~esolve'l to 8end the Elizabeth thither (so 
soon as the land winds Sett in firesh) w~h: the necessary Supply of ifactors Stock 

8 
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Stores and Souldiers they brought three Souldiers wt11: them who comeing to see 
their :ffriendQ c(h Joose Rather to Returne then stay here. So much is the place 
alter'd for the bettr : M : Butterfield hath brought wth : him S pr : of bookes of 
(P]ryamong and ~ pr : of I~encoolen all unfinished hee ~ath ~wo A~sistants appoin~ed 
him for t:Q.at serVIce and will come to you so soon as tl8 timshed m the mean tlme 
l{r : :ffarmar and a :ffactor and a writer will be sent you by the first opportunity. 
. Understanding by Vincatee Yor: Dublsh that Grain and wood is scarce and 
Dear w : you, we have ordered the bringing 100,000 Sticks of firewood and 40 or 
50 Garse of Rice and paddy to be sent you for Stores by the King William web ; 
will be a good opportunity of Supplying you wth.: all things that you want and we 
can furnish weh : shall be done if you Send us a list the Sooner the better. We have 
heard nothing of the ffrench Ships ~ince the advice from Govern~ : Pitt of their being · 
~ett and fought by a Dutch ffleet in the begining of :lfebry : off Wingerlee Rocks 
weh : is not aboue ;), month agoe. . 
. The King William when she Returnee from you. may bring all the Bales and 
}lepper you shall have then in Ready~ess. wee are . 

To THE Hozq:sr.u: WILLIAM BATSRLL 

Yor very Affect : Freinds . 
NATHLL: HI~GINSON. 
JoHN STYLEMAN. 
WILLIAM FFRAS"ER; 
CHARLES BAHWELL. 
THOMAS WRIGHT. 

MATT: EMPSON. 

FFORl' ST: GEORGE 24TH: APRILL 1696 

PRESlDT : OF ·FoRT 8T : G EoRGB & Gova : Oil' FoRT 
ST : DAvin &o ... : CouNriLL ATr FFoRT ST :-DAviD. 

Wee Reed : Yo111 :- the 21 at: Inst : wth : 6 Paga : for Assey. 

lf 1000 Pag 8 : in Silver fan8 : will Reduce the bu~ar price of 37! fans : for 
] Pag: we must Send you no more till they are Spent you Returne us 21 fans : 
web : Yor : Shro:ff found bad among the 1 000 Pag11 : worths we Returne them here· 
wth:, because doe not think we should give you Credit upon the Shroffs word woh: 
will incourage him another time to Change a Greater Sume and then say they 
are bad. 

On Satterday night last wee had a violent Storme, web: continued till Munday 
and drove 7 Ships from our:Road ashoare towards ~t : . Thomay and three near our 
:ffort on Tuesday came into our Road A Ship belonging to Armer Cawn driven f1·om 
Yor : Road the wind being Easterly for most part of the ti:.ne arove in the Sea near 
our walls and Carryed away ~ome Grain and Great quantity of Polls ffirewood and 
Redwood. . 

'l'he King William will proceed fur Yor : port so soon as ye : Currant is abated, 
and land winds 8ett in to favour her passage and will bring you the desired Stores 
and Assistants Vinca tee "ill aboe t.ake his paE<sage- by that Shipe, passage by land 

. being troublesome. 

· Timapa our Cheif 'Mercht : on Munday night la~t Runaway privately out of 
t.he Town to St : 'Ihomay (from tbenae on Wenesday he went to LiJlur.a back the 
occasion is Supposed to..be this, our Joint Stock Merchts: being [ dlwindled away we 
.Required them to make up their Accots ; upon the Examination thereof they demanded 
Severa~ c·onsiderabl.e Smns: o! Timapa to ·Wvent their further demands, he hath 
made h1s Escape bemg alsoe d~scontented because we found it necessary in order to 
Contract wili : others, to lay aende the <W"sent Compa. : of Joint Stock Merchts: till 
they bad !Dade up their· A coots: and <W"duced their Stock and". by Consequence 
~evested htm from the 8tate of qheif Mercht : not understanding the designe or 
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. 
Con..~uanee•of his Runinu away we bare thought it necessary to seeure some l;lsons 
1tho were suspected to be priYet among whom is NSJTS.i:ne our Cheil Duba.sh we haTe 
paid Y or : Bill of 2000 Fag : to Don Theadore.. we are 

No. as. 

Yor: .Miectionat .Freinds 
N.&mu.: HlooJ:nOX. 
1 OD' S1'YI.Ell..U'. 
Wnn.t:v FFR.liiiW. 

TaOJLU W'~:~&BT.. 

251tll: APBU.L. 

Since the foregoing was finished, we ba'i'e tltis day Reel: YQD: of the lS'ill: 
Jnst! : wDI: a mustr : of Pepper upon wda: you are Contracting for 100 Candy and 
haTe promi.~ our Answer in 8 dayes but it comes not to us before the 71t1L: day from 
the date of the Letter ..-e had mnch Rather you py 23f- for Good !UaUaber Pepper 
brought over land then 22 for the Same brought by 8ea but since there is a failure 
-in that it is necessary that we in~ our Stock of Pepper by Such opp>rtunitp as 
offer and we would Yery willingly bny this 100 Candy but it mun not be bought for 
Mallalla.r Pepper whereof there is bnt the Smaller : pt mix'd w~ : yt : wd\ : ye : 
D~ bring from 1 elwre and is TerJ' fowle if yon buy it as it is y• : mmt afterwards 
throw away the Dust before it be laden but it is better to buy it Clean at 2"3! paga : 
or 23 ¥Candy then 22 a.s it is the Dust being a tenth .fW't of the lln...c:ter. 

We want Y or : Calculate of wt : number of bales you yet Expect to Becei-r-e from 
the lle:rehants ~np>n t.le Accot : of the :151''00 Page-: Invest- : and the Europe Goods 
Since &ld y- : be:Eides the 88 bales ...a : y• : adrise to be Beady ve are Sorry to 
heu" Yor: Merchta: Refuse to Contract. -

We-shall pay Yor: two Bills wben due Fag': 200 to :lJr: Cbardin and Pag' : 
155 to Roque Rodrigner. 

By all we ha1e had oonceming Tom.ina. Conacoplee1 Debt, wee carmot understand 
whether he or the Sea Customer be Responsible to the R't : Honllle : Com~ : for the 
money lett the ease be Examined and Stated. The Be!!t of the Lettn: will be 
.Answered by ship Kfug WiUiam \\r e baTe bd nothing of the ffrench Ships 
Since the Report of their Engagem~· : wt!a : the Dnteh Ship off Win~erlore Bocks in the 
lJegining of ffebrr : we are 

No. 37. 
To m:B Won"' : AE1u:BA::rl: W ILI..Xor 

Y or : \ ery Alfect : :lfrei:nds 

.YA.TR:u.: HlGGU:SOS. 
1 OlD" Sl'l'LIDl.u. 
Wnruv Ps.tsn 
THOlLlS WJUGBT. 

CsEITE &c": ConCILL :ro:a 'I'B.E Rr : Ho:s:n.a:: N1'.'l'JiltlU.A. 
R&sr mu Co:JrLP&: An 8A.DRU.UP..&LUl.. 

Fl'ORT g.-: GEOEG£ 25111 APB.U.L 1696. 
B I.S.PU'l:i.D IT Jt:r.::InlS. 

.A Parr call{d Perrenear whereof Jaii: Michelson is SlcipfEr come into this 
Boad <in 21 !ot~ and t1e Skit~er inl'Ct·rm.ing tlat t.e wa:s driTen from his Anchors by 
tt(im.e ud 1UJ•1ed a Cable and Anchor ....-ood ar.d ....-ater and CarpentR: to Repaire 
SGme ddf=ct in the ,-~.tell .. e haTe t-ao~d him to l.e Supplied wUt: all things wa: 
le Y.eqnntcd, ru:d l~canuo l.e d~hired tbt he bad no n:.c:mey to .ra.r for the Same, 



SA: Record~ of Fod 8t, George 

we have taken his Receipt whereof we send one Inclos~d for Yor : ~attisfaction, the· 
Skipper deolareing that he is bound for Yor·: Port .and desire that you will please to· 

_ cause the Amot : to be paid to us here, or to the Governr : & Council! of Fort St : 
David being Page : Madrass 40: 5a: 60 the Anchor is very dear but it is not our 
fault for we had· none in Store of a Sutable Size and the owner would not Spare it 
from his own occasione · for lease then Fags : 17 as the Skipper_ can informe you. we· 
are 

'Xo IsBA CooLEY~ 

Yor : Assured ffreinds & Servants 
NATar.r..: HIGGINSON. 
JOHN 8TYLEMAN. 
WILT.IAM FRASER. 
THOMAS WRIGHT. 

No .. ss~ 
FoRT 8': GEORGE 25TR: APPRn.r. 1695/6. 

-,I reed: Ypr: two letters by w oh :· I understand yor : Good affection to th~ 
Cemp as: a:ffaires I have long Expected to hear fro_m the Generall, woh: is the Reason. 
I; ~v.e not wro~e to you soon~~ so soon as I Reed: a letter from him I intend to_ 
wr1te you lardgly_ I have EnqUlred for the Vel vett you wrote for, anrl can find none 
I am sending a ship Suddenly to China and will then gi v~ orders for it but I cannot 
Expect to Heceive it till next ffebl'f: I desire you to continue to give me advice of 
the Surratt Affaires, as .. occasion Re~uires what .can I write more. ~ 

· NAtnr.x.: HIGGINsoN. 

---.....--.· 
No. 39: 

To DuAN 'MAHOOMED SHAFli'EB. 

APRILL 2f>Ta: 1696. 

I lately Reed.·: a letter from you and answered it by yor: Servte: wth: whom I 
sent two pair of Chrystal! ostoes and plates Yesterday the same <fP'son brought 
me Your lettr w~erein you desire me to assist him in procureing what he wants for 
Yor Service he tells me that wn : he has occasion he will come to me and I shall 
allwayes Readily Serve you to the utmost of my power. Seven dayes agoe the Great
Storme drove Six Ships from our Road to the Shoar, wth : in the bounds of Milapoore 
and they are all broken and destroyed so that many will never be :titt for Service againe · 
& some are broken all to peices However that woh : Remains belonging to the ships, 
will be of use for other ships and there are also Goods to the Vallue of 20000 Pag•: 
How much Remaining I cannot tell, but they who Seize upon it must be 
answe[rableJ for a~l I sent to t.he Avaldore for his Assistance in Savein~ and 
bringing away wt: 1s left but he hath put a Stop and keeps officers who forbid our 
people medling wth : any thing and they say it is the Kings lands and it aU belongs 
to the King Uoth the King order that to be taken away from poore Cast away men, 
wch: the Mercelesae Sea hath spared [8ic j I have heard his ord.ers in all his Dominion 
are to assist he alwayes doe Justice according to God Allmightys Rulls and will not 
order that to be taken away woh: God allmighty ordered to be saved. 

By whatever the Kings officers doe order concerning other Ships yet is there 
any Beason for seizing upon Ships belonging to the English we by ancient Sallabad 
here aJlwa~es Enjoyed priviledge of bringing their Ships delivered to them when 
Cast away about 2 Years agoe one of our ships Goeing to Bengali was cast away 
att Conerca, the Nobling Raja Seized upon all about 10,000 Pags: and· destroyed·or 
kept the men prisoners. The Nobob of Catek sent now word that be \vill compell 
tbe r.olbers to Return the money and you may be further Satisfied by ihe Copy of 
the Orand Vh·es [Viziersl Perwanna Granted upon the like occasion as you are the 
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Lover of Justice and have al wayes Shewn :ffreindship to ~e, I desire yo~ will please 
to give order to the ~ val~ore of St: l'homa that all belongmg to the .Enghsh may be 
delivered wth : out any hindrance. 

Bera Timapo one of the Compl\s : Mercht$ : being Indebted a great Sum: _of 
money upon Ar.cot: Run aw:ay in the night to Me~apor; where sorne peo~l~ gave h1m 
assistance and I hear. he IS gone further the Comp : hath al wayes ~nJ~yed t~at 
Sallabad·than when any of their 8ervts: Run aw~y they ought to be dehver d T g1!e 
you this true notice least other pe~ple should Raise false Storys and I pray favour m 
causing to Returne what can I wnte more. . 

NA'l'HLL: HIGG·INSON •. 

No. 40. 
DATED 27TH: APRILL 1696. 

To DuAN lllAHOOMED SHAFFEE. 

I Reed: Yor: Lettr: and have observed the Contents you write me about ~haw 
:Mahoomed Goods wch: he Shipt of and the Vessell Cast away and he demanded the 
Goods from the Lascars two dayes agoe the .A.valdor of St : Thoma wrote to me 
about this business upon wch: I delivered the sd.: Lascars to Shaw Mahoo::ned wt: 
can I write more. 

NATHLL: HIGGINSON. 

No. 41. 
FPORT gr: GEORGE 1» : M4.Y 1696, 

To CHINU CAsHEAVA NAIGUE 

PoLLYGAR ATr VfEALLA VAROOPALLAM. 

I Reed_: Yor: ffreindly letter by Yor: Setvts: wch: acquaint me that Bera 
Timapa is att Yor: woods, I beleive he tells you a faire Story as he writes to me that 
he is Goeing to Rama Coote, but the truth is he Run away in the night because he 
is Indebted Pags: 20000 to the Honbie: Compa. : of Merchts: I am Glad he is come to 
Yor: Hands you are a wise man and know Yor: office if he Runs away you will 
be answerable You may lett him know I command him to Returne he knows I will 
doe him no wrong I have not yet Seized upon his Houses &ca. : thinking that after he 
had considerd a little he would come to himselfe for why should a man Ruin him
selfe as he will doe, if he follows the course he hath taken advise him ffreindly and 
alwayes Reckon me among Yor: ffreinds. what can I write more. 

NATHLL: HIGlJINSON. 

To THE HoN8L8 : \VILLIAM HATSELL 
FoRT gr: GEORGE gra: MAY 1696, . 

PREsmT: OF Jt'oRT sl': GEORGE & GovR; Oli' 

FoRT Sr. DAVID &o'-: Cout~eCILL oF FoRT Sr: DA.vm. 
111 

Yesterday we Rec~: Yore: datd: 2 Inst : wth: papers According to list No: 1: 
to 9 wherein you give us a ~ticular Accot : of the Case between the Chingee Gold
smith and the Dutch Mercht : wherein we observe you have proceeded wth: due 
Consideration and Stop at Senr : Calendrini &ca. : Refuseing to deliver the Criminall 
till ordra: from Negapatam wch: if they direct the delivery of Criminall you will 
have no difficulty in ·Executeing the .Sentence against him. 

But tis most probable that the Dutch will according to their Constant pra[ C]tice, 
contrive some Pretensions whereon to Ground a denyall and it is likely they will 
alledge the t'riviledge by Cowie of Puni111hing their owne Servts: woh: priviledge was 
never denyed therp. (nor ought) in matters Relateing to themselves, and their business 
as Merchts: but cannot be construed to Extend to Cri::nes woh: o~Jls a mans life into 

9 
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· .question, or concernes the publick peace and good understanding between the Governr : 
.of TE:>gnepatam and the Country <.lovernmt : wch: belongs onely to the Cognecance 
.-of the Rt : Honble : English East India Compa.: as Lords Propritors. 

. \ 

We think therefore that the Dutch are wholly in the wrong in protecteing the 
· Mercht : from Justice and that we must not quitt the Demand of his delivery 
untill Justice be done to the Satisfaction of the Partyes aggreived and if the 
Dutch shall find a way to Satisfy them wth: out delivering the Criminall to you that 
he might suffer punishment in the manner appointed by the Sentence, and the partyes 
shall by writeing attested acknowledge.themselves fully satisfied tho you may in such 
.case, for peace sake 1orb~ar to prosecute t~e demands of his delivery yet it wiJl be 
Requisete, that you send Senr : Oalendrini &ca.: a_ declaration Sign1fying that tho 
upon the ~tyes declareing themse~ves Satisfyed, and out of Regard to the ffreindship 
between the nations you forbaer to demand the delivery of the Criminall att ~sent, 
yet that you doe not thereby intend the quitting but do still claim and Reserve our 
Right & Authority for d'euianding the delivery of Criminalls in like Casses and 
in this if occasion shall hereafter Require & [in J the mean time declare them Respon
sible for Evill Consequence if any shall happen for want of their deliverjng the 

·Criminall. 
If the Dutch doe not satisfie the <{f}ty and yet Refuse to deliver the Criminall 

we thinke you must not 'ProceE'd to take him out of the ffactory by force but send 
them a Protest to make them Answerable for all consequents and 1j)use their Cowles 
wch : they qp-tend to have Reed : from the Country Governmt : and Consider wth: us 
whether there may not from thence be gathered some Reasons for stoping their tread . 
.&ca: in such cases as the Country Governmt : would and without doubt have 
.formerly done there as well as in all other :ffactoryed Dutch and Engli~h. 

If the Complaints Continue to demand Justice as probably they will it will be 
difficult to answer their for if you deliver them ·a Copy of the Sentence and a~ quaint 
them that you have demaniJed him of the Dutch, but they R.efu~e to deliver him the 
Complainants will probably apply to Ramraja and ·he will send you a letter wth : a 
Coppy you may send to the Dutch and leave the Coppy wth: ym: (but keep the 
~riginall) and if they yet Refuse th deliver Protest againe, but if you answer · 
Ra.mraja y~: the Dutch declair the Criminall, he will still insist the more Earnestly 
upon the delivery and if he be not delivered, be may order his :fforces when they 
.come that way to trouble you and the Dutch too and it_ would be a very hard case yt : 
we should not onely: suffer for their sakes but be oblig'd·to defend them as Inhabi-
tants who occasion the trouble. - . 

If there be occasion, write Governr : Pitt &oa: the State of the Case and 
Represent to him the probable_Consequence and the necessity of the Criminalls being 
punished to the Satisfaction of the Complainants according to the Custome of the 
Country. 

Inclosed is the 21 fanams omitted in ye: last. We concurr wth: you in ~mitting 
Soundu Bollagee to Coining Sheveray r.,ags: because itt will draw money to the 
place and if they are not coined tber~ will be coiJ?-ed Else wher,e. · 

Lett us have as near a Calculate of the baJes Expected from former Contracts as 
.can be made wth: out adjusting the }f ...... ,..'lts: Accou: we dont want -a nice Calculate 
to a peice or a bale. 

Lett yr : Griffeth Repair hither by the King William in the mean time lett him 
adjust his Accote : and send us the State thereof wth : him and his answer thereunto 
and Yor: Remarks and advise us by whom Tomina was appointed Conicoply. 

Inclosed is Invoyce and bill of Ladeing of what Laden on the King 'Villiam 
Mr: ffar!Dar ~omes by said Ship to take his Sta~ion in Councill according to Seniority 
~f StandJng mr the Rt : ~onb1~ : Compa: Ser~ICe and we leave you to appoint his 
unployment M : Butterfe1ld wlll Returne to h1s former .Employmt: of Sea Customer 
of Cudalore so soon as he bath finished the west Coast Accots: web: will Yett Require 
att least a months time being in all five paire of Bookes we have also orderd :\tr: Bewlav 
to goe by the King Wi11iam. " 
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Send us by the King William four or five Garse of oyle see.! for our Garrison 
use, being informed it is Cheaper wth: you then here we now buying at about 55 
:Pag• : t9' Garse. 

There is continued upon Ditto ship a considerable quantity of lead whereof you 
may take ashoar as much as you think prop~r for Yor: ¥-arkett, and Returne y": 
Rest we send 40 bales Europe Cloth, Supposemg the nearrest of the Great Moratta 
may take of more then ·formerly. 

Tho you advise Yor: Merchts: will not hitherto Contract, yet we hope they 
will Suddainly, being informed that the Marrattas doe begin to gire Cowles to 
Merchu:, for bringing downe Goods from Inland parts, whereupon a Considerable 
quantity is comeing ye : time is Short for providing the Expected number of bales in 
Septembr: but you must Endeavour to gett as many as you cane and if Yor: :llerchts: 
will not Contract buy up as much Cloth as you Can l<?f the Sorts Expressed in the 
Rt: Honble: Compa: List haveing Regard to a proportion in the SeT"ll: sorts Endea· 
your to gett itt Equall to mustr: but if not procurable such as is fitt for y": Europe 
Merkett giveing a price according to the Ooodnesse and we urge you to use Yor: 
Uttmost Endeavours to ~cure as much as you can that we may be able to dispatch 
a shin in Septembr: if occasion Requires and therefore gett as much Peppr : as you 
can :nato Enable you to if}ceed in Oetting Goods we have sent you by thia Ship as 
much money as we can possibly Spare att if} sent and you may as occasion Jiequires 
draw bills upon us for more. we are, 

No. 43. 
To ~t a : SIMON HoLOoltB"E. 

CHEIFll: &c.a. CouNCILL ATT VruGA11
• 

Y or very Aff€ct· : :ftreinds. 

N .ATBLI : HIGGINSO:s-. 

JoHN SrYLEMA.N. 
w ILLilll FRASER. 

CHARLES BARWELL. 
THOMAS WRIGHT. 

FFOhT S1 • GEORGE 9TJJ: lliY 1696. 
On the 1st: Inst: we Becd: Yor: two lew·•: of the ll1h: of _-\prill w1h: 

Inclosed papers according to List we note Yor : warehous keepers Report of the 
Damaged Cloth you Reed : by Ship Russell :ffrigatt but there is no Re~dy they were 
sent you as they came to us by the last Ships w1h: out opening and there appeared 
no Signs of Damage in the Package much of our Cloth proves damaged in like 111anner 
besides a considerable quantity damaged by the Ships. 

By the Mary Bowyer we send you as designed the arnot: of 10000 Pag•: and 
Rupes whereof 3500 are Bengali &ca : mixt the Hest Madrass being unwilling to 
send you so great a quantity as Pags: 10000 in that ~ort bef".ause you have nof 
given us an incouraging aooot: of their passing as Current as -others according to th~ 
Request of yor: merchts: mention'd in Yor: Consultation of 27th: .llarch we allow 
the Rups : be deliverd to the Mercht.s: at the Invoice price wher<:>in we Rate the 
Madrass Rupees att the Bate we have sold 1 (JOOO~ to others and the others as- they 
Cost but you must make them Sensible of the favour done them andy"': advantage 
they Reap by it, to quicken them in bringing in their goods Since we understand 
that Rupees are more proper for Yor: Mercht': then Pag•: we shall take care for 
the future to Supply Yor: ffactory accordingly. -

We also send you two pee•: Crimson fine Cloth (having no Scarlett) and some 
Fli.ntware &ca: toyes for eq{·sents Enquire whether a buffe Coat J.ichly la~ed might 
b_e an a'eceptable 'C{Ysent to the Seer Lascar, if you should at any time have occasion 
to ~sent him to such a Valine its prime Cost is £ L7 Sterling, we ban~ three, and 
can spare you one but would not seLJ it W1

h: out Yor: advise, we are srJrry to hear 
Yor: .Merchts: cannot (tbro the Scarcity of Cotten and troubles of the Country) _ 
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compiy wth : their whole,Qontract in time we doubt not but you will doe Yo" : 
utmost endeavours and because there is a necessity for getting as much Cloth as 
posible by the lattr: end of August or begining of Septembr: Reject none that is fitt 
for Europe Marketts but take all att abatements proportionable to the Goodnes$1. , 

Our Doct": here has no other allowance but Candles oyle and washing wch: may 
be allowed sr: Cotter. There cane be no price Stated for Sticklack, but according 
to its Goodness the lack wch ~ this Country affords wch: is pool! enough, hath Sold 
here att 6 to 10 Pag' : <W' Candy according to the Markett Pegue Sticklack at 15 to 
20 wch: is accounted the best in India but there is very little of those sorts brought 
hither wch: keeps the price dear the Price of Bengall hath heen about 4 01' 5 Rup9 : 

<W' :moe: but what ~ort the· Coast of Gengerlee affords we cannot tell, wn: you have 
<W-cured a must": it may be known. 

The Killing of the Gentue woman Reems by the Examinations to be Accidentall 
and not designed, and therefore .. here appears no Reason to call the <W-son Supposed 
to be Actor, in question for his life unless the Relation of the deceased doe !W'secute 
him ·and demand· J ust.ice till when he may be discharged but by ye : first oppertunity 
Return'd hither you have done very well in useing means to Conte:qt the Husband 
by takeing him into Service and }f the,deseased had near Relations, you may also 
make <W-vision for them and Spare not the giveing of a few Rup9 : among them to 
!W'cure their discharge in writeing wch: may· !W'vent a greater futere l!:xpence, which 
you will be compelld to be att if complaint be made to the Seir Lascar, woh : if done 
you must make itt up as well as you can. 

We sent you as much large paper as nessasary for the Generall Bookes and we 
have no more but Just enough for our Bookes and apply it to no other use nor have 
we 100 Quils we sent you by mistake 50 Quils more then Yor :Share woh: were 
designed for Fort St : David. . 

Pay such sums as the Agent &c : of Bangall advise for the Accot : of~Meerza 
Mahmood Sied. ' 

'\Ve send the Briganteen Gingerlee 'to be Repaird woh: dispatch as well and as. 
soon you can, and send her to the Agent &ca. : of Bengall unless you shall in the 
mean [time J Heceive other orders from us Inclosed is the list of Stores lett her be' 
Sheathed wth : ye teake planke~ She Carryes but if there be want of more planke lett 
other sorts be put on the bottom woh: will be alwayes in the water and lett her be 
Sheathed wth: the Teake between wind and water Send the Accot: of her Charge to 
Bengall wth: the Briganteen, a.nd advice us the Accot : for woh : Debt Acoot : 
Currant. 

Inclosed is a Commission from the Court of Admiralty directed to Mr : Samuell 
Owen for Receiving the Cheife Answer to Sevll: Interrogatories herewth: Sent 
Relateing to an Action dependi~g in that Court, between the Rt : H<?nble: Compa : 
and Mr: Proby woh: ans~er Mr: Owen is to Returne under his hand and Seale, 
keeping Coppies of the Same. we are, 
/ 

Yor : very .A.:ffact : Frinds. 

NATHLL: HIGGINSON. 
JOHN STYLEMAN, 
WILLIAM FRASER. 
CHARLES BARWELL. 
THOMAS W.RIGHT. 

· To THE BON 11L11 : WILLIAM HATSELL. 

:PREBIDT : OF Fon.T Sr : GEORGE & Gova : OF li'ORT 
Sr: DAVID &oA: CouNCILL Oil' FoR:r Sr: DAviD. 

- JI'FORT ST. GEORGE 11 'J'B: l'tiAY 1696 .. 

Our last was dated 9th: Inst : overland Inclosed is the Invoice and Dill of Lade-
ing fo! Treasur Europ~ Cloth, and Store~ laden on Ship King William Capt: Ja~es 
Thwattes Comr : amot : Pags : 19627: 4: 4 Mr : Richard ffarmar takes his Passage 



Lettera from Fort St. George, ,1696 ~ ST 

on this Ship as formerly advised.also Mr : Edward Baugus ffaotor (we designd a 
writer but he· is fain Sick· and must wait another oppertun ity) also Thom~:~.s Emmed to 
be Employed as Gunner in Cuddalore, as John Bush was and att his wages and 
Joseph Ryall to be Docters assistant att Page [ . . J : ((j} mens : and Vencatee 
"four Dubash. 

One Laflore a ffrench Souldr :belonging to our Garrison hath leave to goe to· 
Nega'pa'tame to fetch his wife and to Returrie hither we have·~ mitted him .to take 
his passage upon this Ship. · . .· · · .. . . . . . · ' 

When you have unladen all the· Goods from the King Wiiliam lad~ .aboard her 
all the :Hales and Pepper then Ready. and Returne her to us lett all the Pepper be 
put in Bags If any :fheight Goods offer lett them be laden att theusall Rates. Inclosed 
is the list o£ what comes from hence in £freight. 
. . You are to allow Capt : Thwaites i7 : fa ~ day for,. the Dyett of Mr : :ffarmer-
Mr l~awgus Thomas Emm~d & Joseph Royall. we [are], . 

yor : very A:ffeote :. F:~:~inds .. 

LIST OF THE p ACQT: 

.No. 1 Generall Letter datd: 1 Ph. May 1696. 
. 2. Invoice of ship King- William~ 

3. .Bill of Ladeing of Ditto. 

NATHLL: HIGGINSON. 

JoHN STYLEMAN. -
WILLIAM FRASER. 

CHARLE-1 HARWELL. 

THOMAS WRIGHT. 

4. List of good ts J Laden on Do : Ship on :ffreigh[t]: 

To CAPT: JAMES THWAITEs, 

Co:MMAliiD&: oF sHIP XING WILLIAnr. 

Baveing laden on Yor : E-hip what designed for :ffort St : David you are hereby 
ordered to Repair abourd and wth: the first oppertunity of wind and weather weigh 
.Anehor and Sett Saile and make the best of j' or : way for the Port of :ffort St : David, 
Tegnepatam, and when .Arrived to deliver' our letter directed to the Honble: William 
Ilateell Qo.vr : & : Counci11 whose orders you are to £follow for Yor : unlaideing 
ladeing and Returning Mr : ffarmer and Mr: Bawgus two of the Rt : Rouble: 
Compa. : Servts.: take their Passage on yor: Ship to whom we assigne the use of the 
Great Cabben also Thomas Emmed and Joaeph Royall who aliso goe to Serve the 
Rt.: Honble: Compa : for all whose dyett you are to Receive from Govr : Hatsell 
&ca : at the Batte of 27 fanamR ~day dureing the Passage we wish you a Good 
yoyage and date these in ]fort St: George this 1~th: day of May 1696. 

N ATHLL : HIGGINSON. 

JOHN StYLEMAN • 
. WILLIAM Fli'RASER, 

CHARLES BABWELJJ. 

THOMAS WIUGHT. 

Dated the 6 May : 1696. 
To NABOB ZuL.PHAXER CAWN.I!l. .. 

I enjoy Good health wishing to hear the same from Yor : Ex0Y: I understand 
that yor : Ex0Y: ordered Hodge Mahomed Ally to buy some Eur~pe. Qloth, alwayes 
Yor : Ex0Y : bestowed Yor : ffavour towards us and assist us in our Comps : affairs 
according to Sallabad, 1 have Sent now by Hodge Mahomud Some Europe Cloth, of 
the best Eort we have altho' tis unfitt to come before Yor . Excy: but I being Yor :. 
Excy : obligeing :ffreind hope you will accept of it, Six SLips by a la.te Storme wa~ 

10 
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·.driven ashore from our Road within the bounds of .St : Thoma, whereof three .belong
ing to us one to the Arminians who inhabitt here and two to 2 Mllor men ·who came 
from Hen gall, and Hodge Mahomud Ally Contrary to our Sallabad hinders from bring
ing the Damaged Goods and broken peices of the Ships but our Sallabad is th~t if 
..any such things happens in the Mogulls Dominions the Governr : of the place ought 
to assist us in Carrying away the Goods &ca. : 'vithout any Mollestation Yor : Ex:0Y: 
'is sincible for this Sallabad, we have Phirmaunds Granted by former Kings besides 
Ly or : ffather the Grand Vizer Assidd Ca wne Granted us his CW'wanna to the same 
Effect Coppy of wah : comes Inclosed for yr : ~osuall and hope itt will give Y or : 
·E~' : full Satisfaction Yor : Ex01 : is very well Sencible of the Service we haye 
-done .and doe now for the Kin~ and his Subjects if any officer in these parts act 
·Contrary to our ·Sallabad we have none but ) our Ex:0

Y : to make our Redress to yr: 
EX.CI : please to Consider these ~reat Losses for the owners of the Ships yett Hodge 
J\Iohomed Ally brings thf:m more trouble, and besides discourages us so hope Y.or 

. Exc.v: will order him to Act According to our Sallabad and deliver us the Goods and 
Remains of the Ships wth : in his bounds, and if your Ex.07 : confirms our Sallabad 

· 'Yo" : fame will Endure for ever wt : more can 1 write att large Uommand me to 
:further Service. 

NATHLL: HIGGINSON. 

. ' 
List of Six Ships Cast on Shoar att St : Thoma. 
Three belonging to the English Morning Stare The Ship broken to pees: and 

:ye : Goods all lost but 300 p8 
: lead Remaining in ye : bottom of the Ship. Success-

The Ship Broken t9 pes: two' bales saved ye: Rest of tile Goods all Lost. Boa Vista 
·The Ship broken to ~y: and the Goods all lost Except 150 pe8

: lead att the bottom 
·of the Ship •. OneShip belonging to Arminians Inhabitants of Chinapatam. The 
..Ship Broken and· the Goods all lost butt a little brimstone and Ta,baco. Two ships 
belonging to 2 Moors of Bengali. 

'To ENGE R.AMA : CHENDRA, PotLIGAR : 

I enjoye Good health and am .Glad t~ :hear of, Yo•·• : I Reed : Yor : lettr : where 
:in you give me a frindly advice that ·Bera Timapa is in Your woods, he Run away 
·indebted to the Honble: Oompa·~ Merchta: ,jn a great 8um: and being in such a freinds 
hands I hope you will not lett him goe away :for he owes about ~WOOO Page : and 
·why should you make Yor : :Selfe answerable. 

N AfHLL : HIGGINSON. 

'To .BERT TIMAP .... 

Dated 15tl1 
: May 1696. 

I Rec4 
: Yor: lett": wherein you desire me to Send Docter Blackwall to you to 

vrite. a Pettition, you may come and bring your Petition woh : we promised to be 
.hard before you went away. 

NATBLL: HIGGINSON. 

'To T:mAP A. :r:aol'rl R.&MA.P:A 

I Reed : .Yo., : lett' : and understand the meaning of itt according to Y o•· : Desire 
· I have acquamted the Genu : &f!' : Oouncill and their order is for you to come hither 
. "1lgaine dat4 : the 21th: May: 
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·21 May 1696. 
To THE Wo:&1'LL: JoHN BRABOUBS 

CoXlfA..NDKB &a-& : CousCILL A'IT .A:sJ.UGQ : 

On the 19'h:. Ins': Ship Eagle brought us Yor : Genn : letter dati : 1 n:.: Ins' : wt.u: 
p.pers as C{:} List web: Gives us ye: Good news of Yo~". Receipt of the Stores and 
Treasure Sent you by Ship Experem' : amt are Glad th~ Supply proved Seasonable 
and ye workemen use!Wl the Bricklay" : & Stone Cutter are oome by the Eagle and 
according to Yo~" : desrre we shall Retume them to you w-'11 : as many other worke
men as can be provided Either by land or sea so as to come to you in SeptemV : we 
shall pay the Bills you have drawne upot~ us Vizt: Che'q: weighty 796! and ! 
Mad.rass fanams to the :fireighters of Ship Eagle and Cheq: 2910: to John Cockroff 
Master in all Cheq: 37061 and ! : fa: Vallued 12 11 Cent is Pag: 4151 : 12 for 
web: sum: you m11st Debt Yo~": Aceo': ClllT': you omitted to Mention in Yor: 
Genu: letter the Sum: of the Bill payable to the :ffreighters bot we giT"e Creditt. to 
the [letter J of ad rice ~cted to them, being Signed by the Councill. 

. The Brigantin Ginger lee Arrived on the 11 nst : the following iftsons came in 
her vizt: Clays Johnson Xa¥ier Gomer Patrick fiaggon Boger Sharples...~ J'ohn Leall 
Antony IA»pes and Domingo Mendes who hf:ing Examined give us this .Accot: that 
when most of them were asleep Henry Wnght, and some other cutt th~ Cable in 
Anjango Road in the night and Sailed away y1 :iii the VoyageH~nry Wright.Abusd 
J n° : Bodriguer after yt: manner y• : he drowned himselfe the first land they made 
on the Coast was about Sadra.ss]~tam were they come to anchor and Henry Wright 
and Manuell Markein went ashoar in their absence the Rest agreed to weigh anchor 
and Saile hither we Easily perceived Some of thPSe men C<>uld not be ingaged in a 
designe of Runmg away wth : the 'V es...'ot8ll one being a Cripple another wants little 
of being a foole another orderd tQ lletume to his family, and another came to 
Marry his Daughter, and these men were not forward to accuse John%on Or Xavier 
Gomer, but the same fellow noger Sharplese hath upon Strick Enquire given an 
ACC1l': that they appeared att first to be in the Combination wth: Wright, but that 

· they Readily comuned after Wright was ashoar to bring away ye: V esscl.l hither and 
they plead for themselves, that att the first they were compelld by Wright to worke 
as others did, and knew not but all the Rest of the Company ,;ere agreed but them
selves these two Remain still in Custody we sent Peons after Wright and Yarkeins 
bnt there is yett no news of them. .-

We take itt for Granted that yon design'd to send the Brio0'8.Iltine but for what 
end we ~ow not, however she proveing T"ery leaky and att <tf~ent unserviceable but 
by sorweigh Repairable we have sent her to Yizagapatam w•lh : new planh for 
her Repair and sheathing wtta : Teak plankes Designing her Either for the Service of 
the West Coast or Bengall unless you shall advise us the nece.."-Sity of her being sent 
back to you rh: will be a great disappointment because att 1fsent we depend upon 
her being sent to ) West Coast in Octolr: 

You have Sent us two Souldn: William Goodman a drunken Sott and J'ohn 
Garden a Theife we baTe given them both Arms in this Garrison and shall keep them 
to Double Sentinalls Duty till they appear Reformed. • 

When opportunity offers '"e will Supply y•: w•h: more Topazes and R Bell [.tie] 
and Chest of .Medicines if ~curable we have no Guns to Spare from the Garrison but 
·such as would not be so fitt for your use as y• : desire. ·we are Glad to hear of the 
Safe Arri vall of the America God be thanked the Ships web : came out in her Company 

' came all Safe hither the ffleet firigatt King William and Russell :ffrigate the ffirst 
:bath been att Bengali and deliv'd her Cargo and Returned hither,·and his ~ceeding 
for the 'Vest Coast the King William is now at ifort 8': David the Russell tfrigatt 

_is gone w'h: a Stock to Bengall. 
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Since the writeing ye: foregoing there hath been made a different Calculate of' 
the Bills as :ffolloweth Vizt : 

ffreighters Bill Cheqs: Stands l att 12l Pa . • . .. · 896: 1 : 5 
.Madrass fan• : • 4-: -

Cockroffs Bill 
Stard Cheqs: 1238! att 12! Page•: l,.S9S : 2 : 1 

Gubbors 1G71! at J 1! • . 1864: : -

The Sume payable here is • . 

896: 5: 5 

3257:2: 1 

• 4153:8:-· 
Weare 

Yo ... : affectionatt ffreinds. 

No. 51·· 
To M .. : WILLIAM GRIFil'Elf 

' MASTER 011' TRE BRIGANTINE GINGERLBE. . 

NATBLL: HIGGINSON. 

JOHN 8TYLEMAN. 
WILLIAM 11'Jl'RASER. 

'BFRANCIS ELLIS. 
· RoBT : BRADDYLL. 

CHARLES BARWELL. 
THOMAS WRIGHT. 

Vpon R~ceipt hereof you are to Repair aboard· an4 ~th: the first oppertunity of 
wind and weather to weigh Anchor .and· Sett Saile, and make best of Your way for 
the Port of Vizagapatam. where you are to deliver our letter directed to Mr: Simon 
Holcombe Chejfe &ca: Qguncill whose.orders you are to·:ffollow· in the Repairing of 
ye Briggantine and in your furtlier 1J)ceeding w~en Repaired Dated in :ffort St. 
CJeorge th,i~ 16 day o~ May 1696. · ... : . · 

NATHLL: HIGGINSON. 

JOHN STYLEMA.N. 

WILLUM ll'Jl'RASBR. 
FRANOIS ELLIS. 
RoB:r : BRADDYLL, 

0BAB.LER BARWET.L • 
. THOMAS WRIGHT. 

MATT : EMPSON. 

·Fll'ORT ST: GEORGE 21 MAY 1696 
To i'HE HoNBLB : W n.Lillr lliTsELL 

Pilxsm:r: oF FoRT ST : GEoRGE & Gov• : OF 

FoRT ST: DAVID&((': CouNCILL ATT FoRT ~T: DAVID • 
• We have Reed Yo": of 11th: & 16th: Inst: we shall debt Yo•·: Accot: ,Currt: . 

for Pag•: 40: 6: 4: Bec4 : of lJ:r: Callendrina. · · 
· Wee very 'well approfe Yor: Stateing the Case of the Chingee Goldsmith to 
G~vr: Pitt &ca : of Nagapatam before you give _Mr: Callendrina &c•: a Protest. 
· The Invoi~e of Ship King William went w:th : y•.: Ship. 'Ve are Supplied wt11 : 

Oyle from Bengali by the ffieet ffrigott so that there is now no occasion for Yor : 
sending us oyle seeds. · 
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U you have bought any lett them be sold againe you acquaint us that you can 
:Expect but 60 Bales in AUoooust more then what mentioned in yr: Calculate ia lettr : 
of :.:!014 : :Uarch but Compairing the Calculate in both Iew·s : we cannot well under
stand w•· : number of Bales ca:n. bee depended [on] wn you Returne ye : King William 
to us w1h: wt Pepper and Bales shall be then Ready pray faile not to advise us how 
many bales may be Expected in August or Septeml': besides what you lade on 1': 
King William. 

"We thinke you had best buy the o:fferd Pepper att Pa.gs : 22 ~ Candy if you 
cannot gett it Cheaper and if itt be fowle clean itt afterwards. 

There appeares ~ great necessity for Bales to Compt : the King William ladeing 
y": it is more adviseable to .Allow Yor: Merchts: an Enconrageing consideration for 
wt: sball be delivered in August or Septembr : next, yn : to goe wth : out them we 
have Contracted wth: Sundry Merchts : of this place for 17000 Pags : Goods deliver
able in Septembr: and 3000 in Jani'Y: and they take! Europe Goods the Rest money 
att Sev11 : times and we allow. them 10 ~ Cent Interest upon our last Contract prices 
for so much as shall be deliver'd Emball'd in Septr : when if the troubles of the 
C(luntry doe not impede they give us great asurance of delivering about 250 Bales. 

Conjeveron is almost forsaken for fear of the Expected Morratas who att 1fsent 
seem to be Masters of the Gratest part of the Country and is little strength of the 
Moors (besides the Camp att Arcott) to web: stand their ~gress, there hath been 
many Reports of another Army approaching to the Nabobs Assistance but they. dont 
appear it is said 10000 Marattas will com(\.to Conjeveron if soe there is nothing to 
hinder their coming on to 8': Thoma and Madrass our out ToWDs will lye Exposed 
to their plunder nnlesse better defended then by our ~sent number of souldl'll : if 
they come we shall desire you to Retnrne to us by the King William those weh : we 
sent you by tbe sr: David Yatch. _ 

are 
We shall P'Y Yor: Bill drawn on us payable to :J'tlr : Wright Pags : 150 we 

No. 63. 

Yor : Affectionat ffreinds, 

NATHLL: HIGGINSON. 

JoHN STYL'EllAN. 

wILLIAM FBASBR. 
FFRANCIS ELLis. 
RoBr: BRADDYLL. 

CHARLES HARWELL. 

THOMAS WRIGHT. 
MAlT : EMPSON. 

FFORT ST. GEOBGB MAY 29TR 1696 .. 
To J oBN DoLBEN ESQ•; & M • : RICKARD TR1t5CH.FEILD 

SuPRA CARGos OF SHIP Euzu: FJOR C.&mo::rr. 
We herewth : delh·er you bill of Ladeing & Invoice of Europe Cloth laden on 

ship Eliz:h: and Consigned to Yor: Selves for accot: of the Rt: Honble: English East 
India Campa: amot: Pag': 247: 02, our desire and order is that the same be sold 
att Canton att the M.ark~tt price and the ~duce (usuall Charges dedueted) to Be 
ln\"eEted in tenn peecis of-Vellvetts according to the mu&tr: herewtb: delivered the 
o\"erplus in Gold the Muster of Velvett is very small, and tho itt is big Enough to 
shew the Manner of the W orke yett two little to shew the designe of the flower, wherein 
you may direct the voorkemen according to Y or : owne :ffancy lett four peceis be made 
of the Colour of the Mu~ter two Red ~wo black and two Green .if itt be necessary to 
pay mm:;ey for the makemg before you have Sold the Cloth please to advance itt and 
Repay yrsehejl:, out of the ii?'duce of the Cloth. 

We send two peices of ~•ery sort o_f Europe Cloth W:h: we have to try the 
mark~tt of Canton and desue You to mforme Yor: selves well, wt: quantity of 
Each sorl will sell Yearly att Canton and at wt: prizess, 

' 11 
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We are informed that there is a sort ol woo] in China web : is like Caramania 
wool we desire you to inquire from whence itt ffirst comes or whence itt is to be had 
and the .Prices, and quantity and bring us a Pecull or halfe a pecull if procurable 
dated in ffort St: Georg~ this 29th: May 1696 

· No. 54. 

To THE WoRPLL: MAH: MILHMAY DEPUTY 
Gov:a .: &oA: CouNOILL ATT YORK ~FORT. 

N ATHLL : HIGGINSON . 
. JOH:S 8TYLEMAN. 

WILLIAM FRASER. 
FRANCIS ELLIS. 
RoBT: BRADDYLL. 
CHARLES BARWELL. 
THOMA"\ WRIGHT. 
MATT: EMPSON. 

FFORT ST : GEORGE 29TH: MAY 1696. 

The :Bearer Richard Fhrip mastr: of Brigantin Acheen Mercht: being bound on 
a trading Voyage to the West Coast of Sumatra, and his owners having gi,•en him 
Strict ordera not onely to observe and Comply wth : all the Rt : Honblt-: Compa: Hulls 
and orders, but to be assistant to their affaiJ's as occasion Requires without apparent 
~judice to the voyage we doe therefore in Conformity to the Rt: Honbie: Campa: 
Repeated ord1

': for incourageing and promoteing the :private trade on that Coast, 
Recommend it to you to afford him Such .Assistance in h1s businesse as he shall find 
~ccasion to Request ~ticularly in _e;wcureing of Pepper Especially in such parts 
where you cannot Conveniently fetch itt and when itt may be spared without injury 
to the Rt: Honble: Campa: business, web: the owners doe not desire nor doe we 
intend should suffer in favour to private Traders whoever is concerned therein. We 
are 

No. 55. 

To 7HE 'VoRPLL : ADRIAN VISSER: 

Yor: Affact: Freiud[ s] 
NATHLL : HIGGINSON, 
JOHN 8TYLEMAN. 
WILLIAM F.FRABER. 
FBANOIS ELLIS. 
RoBT : BRADDYLL. 
CHARLES HARWELL. 
'fHOliiAS WRIGHT. 
MA7T : EMPSON. 

This serves onely to accompany ye: lettr : w('h : I reed : this hour from yt' : 
Honblo: Govr : Pitt wch : he desired me to send forward to you this being the needfull. 
I Remaine, • 

No. 56. 

To THE HoNBLE: LAURENCE PITT CouNCJLL 
EX'fR.AOBIJB.Y : OF INDIA AND GOVERNB : 
oF NEGAPATAM &~:CoAST oF CoRMANDELL 
FOR AFFAIRS OF rax RT : HoNuLB : 

Yor: very Affect : Freind & Servt : 
N ATH : HIGGINSON. 

FFORT 87
: GEOiiG£ 80TH .1\f.AY 1696. 

NETHERLA~"D EAsr INDIA CoMPANY. ' 
I thankfully acknowledge tbe Receipt of your Honrs: Letter dattl: .at~ 

th l' f L nth 11!11y 
w : .()PY o !1. etter from Trincomalay to Colombo adviseing the appearence of 
four eh1ps att lrtn<'omalay wth: are susj:ected to be ye: ships of our Common Enemy. 
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I Rather hope Yor ~ Honr : gu[ e Jsses Right that they may be Ships from 
Batavia because Yesterday I Rec11 : an advice to wch: I give Creditt, that on the f::ith: 
Inst: a Ship arrived att the bay of Pettipollam from Holland bound for Nagapatam, 
the Comr: & Cheife men. dead, and the men sickly comeing out from Holland in July 
.in company wtn: nine more, bound for Batavia. 

I have reed: Yor: ·Intelligence concerning ye: ffrench ships, since they last 
parted from Goa towards Surratt wch: a fortugees Ship late from Goa advisess: 

If the £french ffieet of five or six ships shall come upon this Coast I am inclined 
io think they will come to St: Thoma, where they may Expect t.o Receive not onely ~ .. 
the Common Civility of newters, but all the ffreindly Assistance wch: .Portugees of 
that place cane give them wth: out declareing themselves our open Enemies I doubt 
not but yo•·: Uonr: did ~ceive their Inclinations when you were here in the Year 
1690. I have bad some R.x:pereince of itt since, and beleive them to be £frenchmen in 
their harts. · 

Upon the ffirst Notice of their Comeing or appearing here, I will send immediate 
advice to Yol': Honr: and if Yor: Bout·: shall be furnished wth: a sufficient ffieet to 
.attack them, I hope I may be able to join a Ship or twd wth: Yol's: 1 commend Yor: 
Honr : to Gods Protection and Remaine. 

P : 8 : pt : June. 

Yor: Hours : Verv Affect: Freind 
~ 

and Humule: Servant 
N ATHLL: HIGGINSON. 

The foregoing I wrote to Send on the SQth: past. being Saterday night after weir: 
falling upon ye: Examination of ye: time when ~everall ships now in our Road passed 
by Trincomaly in their passage hither I find ther~ are three here and one att St : 
Thoma which passed by. Trincomalay between the 21/11 and 27 /l7 May wc11 

:. gives 
me occation to thinke these are the ships web : ye: Gentlemn: of Trincommalay mention 
in their Letter to the Honble: Govr: of Colombo dat<l: 27 111 : May and that yr: Ron•·: 
may the better Judge I send inclosed the ~ticulars of wt: the Sevu: Masters have 
informed. 

~ No. 57. 

To THE W oRPLL : Rroan : \V ATI'S CHEIF &oA : 
CouJSOILL IN ToNQ.UEEN. 

Yor: Hours: oblidgeing ffreind 
and obedient servt : 
N ATHLL : HIGGINSON. 

Fl''ORT ST: GEORGE so·ra MAY 169 6. 

Being advised by a vessell wch: come from Acheen in May last wth: out lew·s: 
that the Ship· Pearle was arrived there : wtn : M•· : Keeling M .. : ffarmer and Capt : 
Howell but being uncapable of 1f'ceeding hither her Cargo was Landed there and 
lrP: £farmer waited our ordera, we sent an Europe Ship the 1\Iary Capt : Thomas 
Oyles Comandr: to bring away the- Pearles Cargo and Passengers who in Decemr: 
last, brought us all Safe, and your Packett qt : yt·: Genu ; latter dat'1 : 2f>th : J anry : 
1693/4 and B'h: N ovemr: 1694 w'11

: the accompanying Books and Papers According 
to List~ · · 

This comes to you l::iy way of Con ton Recommended to Mr ': Dol ben and 
Mr: Trenchfeild. supra Cargoes of ship Elizabeth for Conveyance by land Patamars 
by whom we desire you to. Heturne us an answer with the Necessary Ad vices. . . 

The Rt: Honble: Comp8
: have by their last Gen11 : Letter to us order'd yo: w111 : 

drawing of the £factory of Tonqueen to £fort St: George so soon as possibly it can be 
Effected we have used our outmost Endeavours to gett a ship for yt: <{f}posf;, but \Ve 
have had none from Europe of a :fitt Size and there haveing been 11 ships Cast 
ashore from our Road by a storme in Apl'ill and ~ Ships yett missing w~11 : ought to 
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have arrived before .Aprill, and still Expected we have not yett mett wth: one that is. 
:fHt and are unwilling to send one tha~ is crazy but we are still in hopes of procureing 
one to send before the 15th: June web: we Reckon ye: latest time of departure. 

Wee are very Sencible of the Necessity of Sending one this Year finding by 
Yor Books that you have very little Stocke Remaining besides Del;>t&l wch: if you 
cAnnot Recover you wi11 not~ be in a condition to carry on any trade but will live 
wholly on Ch;rges and therefor the sooner the £factory is withdrawn the better. 

Y or : onely business therefore now is to prepare for a Removeall in order to 
wch: use Yo~:- utmost Endeavours for getting in the Debts and for disposeing of the 
Remains to ye: best advantage and consider of the best methods for CWventing Yor: 
being detained by the Governr: t~t you may be in a Redyness to come away when 

·-a ship arrives. / . · 
The Debts amots : to a great Sum : above 20000 tale but we doubt itt will be· 

difficult to gett them considering wt: you write in Yora: of 8th: Novemr: 1694 •. 
That you have nothing. to Shew for them .Mr: Keeling doth affairme to us that 

he hath deliv'd all the Bills to you but you Refuse~ t~ give him· Receipt for them 
or any thing else as you found him in Tonqueen so he proves here some times in 
a more compassed temper, but when we Enter into discoutse wth: him concerning 
the affairs of Tonqueen he dos by degrees fall into a kind of distraction w11 : we cant 
vet Wceive to be feigned all yt : we can gett from him is that you have Grossely 
abused him in Tonqueen and taken from him by force all yt: you could meet wt11 : 

of his, that you have Reed: from him all things whatsoever belonging to the Rt: 
Ron ble : Campa : & would give him no R~ceipt nor shew him any Accot : that he hath 
secured all ~1is Concerns and Papers in such hands in Tonqueen, as will not deliver 
any thing to any one unlesse ~e goes himself tho he should send never so many 
orders in writeing . 
• · The Resolution he to·oke as the most Effectuall method to ~cure his Returne to 
Tonque~n and to Render itt more necessary Refuseth to acquaint us wt11 : ye : namP-s . 
of tho ~sons butt there is no Reason- to thinke Either that he intends to Returne if 
he can possibly procure his stay there by the favour of the Govermt: or otherwise, 
or that he will produce or deliver hi~ Concerns or Papers unlesse compelld by thc:t 
Governmt: or that the Govermt: will compell them to deliver when he is there· 
him.selfe to opposse and make his Interest against you. 

We have therefore hitherto thought. it not adviseable to lett him goe, and 
herewth : we· send you the Govern1

• : lettr•: to the King Prince and Governr : of· 
Hien to be deliv'd as occasion Requires for Wcureing Liberty of departure, getting in 
-,.: Debts and compelling all the Rt ~ Honb1e: Cqp1pa : Servts : and English men to· 
come away wth: you if you meet wth: orcan depend upon any such oppertunity 
advise us by all conveyance. 

Whenever you come away there will probably [be J Se.verall of the Debts 
standing out lett a List thereof be deijver'd to the proper officer in order to a future 
Claim. att our next Resetlemt: · ' 

It concerns the Creditt of our nation yt: the :fflag of the :ffaotory fly before yr 
departure and it will facilitate a resetlemt: if the ground of ye ffactory can be Still 
Secured web : if the King will grant yon may leave the house in the hands of such as 
will for the use of itt keep it in R.epair otherewise sell the .Materialls for wt : 
they will Yeild but upon these occasion it is not necessary that you Expend much 
money.· 

When you Remove bring all Englishmen l\{r: Blackmore _and ~p: James ought. 
to have ~ome wth: .~r: Keeling who ~auld have given us a perfect Accot : of all 
transactions Helatemg to the Junke m tho' managemt: whereof Mr; Keelin()' did 
assume to himselfe the whole authority Grounded on ye: Rt: Honble: Co~pas; 
former letters, and tho 1.{i': Blackmore M.r: James, and others were concerned there 
in as Supra Cargos or ot.herewise yett the blame lyes upon ye : first director. 

We send yon inclosed a Coppy of a Parragraph of the Rt: Honble: Compas: 
lettr: to us datd : 6th: March 1694/5 wherein you will understand their kind .. 
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intentions for his further imployment, notwithstanding the misfortune att Mallaoca 
whereof they have heard we doe appoint him of Councill next to lJr: Watts, and in 
the absence of Mr: Watts to "Succeed Cheife we alsoe appoint .Mr: Richd: Hunt of 
Conncill next to :.\P : Black:moor, and Mr : William Warren next to ~p : Hunt, and 
we hereby impower 1P: Watts l[r: Blackmoor l[r: Hunt and :\P: \Varren to
~-\ct as Cheif and Councill of the n.~: Ho.o.bie : Com piS : affaires. 

\\hen we send a Ship we shall send presents fot .the King &ca : and also 2! 
pecull of saltpetre and 24 pecull of Brimstone in Rett.qne of 20,00it Cash wch: Ungja. 
Tophow delivered you as an adv-enture. 

' ' e know not how far any of you or others may have been concerned, or accot
able for former mismanagemt: wh: may create an apprehension of being sevearly 
dealt with as guilt naturally produces fear of punishmt: and that puts men upon_ 
projects of Escape if there be any that for this Reason shall Refuse to come and shall 
choose Rather to Expose themselves to the miserys of vagabonds life banished from 
their Country and nation, wee desire them to consider seriously what the Consequence 
will be, and then we doubt not, but that they will be of opinion that it is better to
:Heferr themselves to the R': Honble: Com pas: Goodness, wherein we shall give. 
them as kind an assistance as the nature of things will bear and they Had better 
trust to us then involve themseh·es in Greater h'oubles. 

We have this day heard a .Report that 1P: :ffarmer Reed: about 600 or 7DO 
ps: Pelongs from a Dutchman a· £free \lercbt: in Tonqueen, as an adventure for 
w"h : h'\_ was to makf~ Returne3 by next ship )_[r: ffarrner is now att fiort St : David 
& we cannot hear from him before this ship goes but you may assur~ the Concerned 
if he make any .Enquiry or demand that We. will call M": ffarmer to a strict accot: 
and cause him to delin•r us the full produce of his adventure, wh: &ball by the first 
be sent to Tonqueen or if it be not sent by a Ship it shall be made Good to his order 
here 

Herewith we se1~d you our lett~r to ye: ffrench Bishop Relateing to yr: 
Keeling Goods money and paper supposed to be left in his Custody if the Bishop will 
c·omply w111 : out application to the King itt is better if not you must take Such 
Course as shall appear most adviseable to compell him or others to deliver to you y1;: 
yvu can gdt and bring itt w~: you you will observe that we promise ye : Hishope 
you shall give him a Receipt w"h: ought to be signed by you al! and take good care 
of ~hat you Receive y~: it m2.y not be imbezeld or damaged. 

If we cant sPnd a ship this Year another Years Charge of the ffactory will Eat 
out your Sbcke we therefore leave itt to you to Embrace any other oppertunity that 
shali offer for yr: comeing away And if any offer advitle us thereof by all wayes of_· 
C_on -veyance we are 

Yor: Affect : ffreinds 

LIST OV THB p ACQ.UKTf 

1. GenU : lettr : to Tonqueen datd : 30'h: May 1696 
2. To): King of Tonqueen dated "2 June 
3. To r : Prir.ce of Tonqueen • 2 do : 

N A.TRLL : HIGGINSON 

JOHN STY LEMAY. 

Wn.LUM FR.\~EB. -

FRAXCIS ELLIS. 
RoG B R, Bn.t DDYLL. 

CHABLES HARWELL. 

TaoliAs 'v hiGa-c. 
MA'I"l': E:ursoN. 

4:. To Uishop Dawner att Tonqn : 2 : do : 
5. Pargh: of the Genll: lettr : froiB t~ : R': Honble ; Compa: datd: 

6'h: March 169!/5: 
1~ 
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No. 58. 
NATHA.NIEL HIGGINSON LtEUTT: GEN.ERLL: FOR AF1i'AIRES 

oF THE RT : HoNBLB : ENGLISH EAST INDIA.- OoMP'- : 
IN l.NPIA AND Govs: oF FohT Sr. GEORGE o~ Y8

: 

CoAsT oF CoBMANDELL TO THE MosT lLLUSTRIOC'S 4.ND 
INVINCIBLE PRINCE K!NG OF ToNQ.UEEN 

·w isheth health and Happiness. 
·MAY IT PLEASE Yos : MAJESTY :4 

_ ThA Rt: Honble: English East India Compa: my masters finding the warrs in 
Europe soe great yt : they could not for Sev11 : Years to this time send out Small 

. :Ships fitt for the River of 'fonqueen so that they cannot carry on their trade as 
_formerly between England and Tonqueen wth : Creditt. 

They have ordered me to call hither all their Scrvts : and Concernes in order to 
the Rt: Understanding of the true State of their affaires, that when the warrs in 
Europe are Ended they may wth : Yor : Majesty Gratious perJ.D.ission Resetle a Grea
ter trade in Yor: Majts: Kingdome then heretofore, I doe therefore in the name 
-and behalfe of my Honbie: Masters Humbly beg of'Yor: Majesty to Grant Mr: Richard 
Watts the English Chief (or in case of his mortality, his Successor) to come to me 

.and bring wth: him all Servts: and Goods of the Honb1e:- Compa.: and if any of the -
English shall Refuse, that Yor: Majtr: will pleas to order them to come wtn: him 
.least by disorderly behaviour such bade men bring discredit to my nation, and in 
Confidence of Yor: Majte: Justice I further Request Yor: Maj*1 : will please to order 
that thoF!e who are Indebted to the Honble: Uomp3

: may pay their Debts and yy.' tho3e 
who ke~p the money which yr: ~eeling the late Cheife stole from the Rt: Honble: 
·Company and committed to their Custody may be compelled to deliver the same to 
the ?sent Cheife, Mr : Keeling being now here a distracted man that can give no 
Rationall accot: of wt: is become of his money writeing or accots: and being by many 
_years Experiance assured of Yor: Majt-': Good affection to the English Nation I 
presume further to beseech yr: :M:ajty: that whereas about two year:; since, the fflagg 
.of the ffactory was by the :ffault of one of our people openly torne and burnt to the 
great disgrace of our nation .Yor: Majt-' ~ will please according to Yor accustomed 
Generous favour to Strangers to order that before our p'.wple leave the place our 
·:ffiagg may fiye as formerly and that the Ground wherein our- ffactory now stands 
may be lieserved in sri.ch hands as the Cheifs shall appoint till our Retnrne, Humbly 
Referring all to Yor: Majtr: Great wisdome and Goodness I Pray Yor: .\lajt-': to 
·Continue yr: Royall favour to 

No. 59. 

Yor: J.Iajt.Y: most Humble: 
and obedient Servt: 

N ATHLL : HIGGINSON. 

:ffort S*: George 2th: June 1696. 

"To THE MosT lLr,usTRious AND INvisCI:BLtt PRISOE o1i' 
Tol'QQ.UEEN WHoMF. THE HEA.VENs AND THb: EAltTH 

FA VOUB AND HH MAJTT : THE KING LOVES. 

MAY IT PLEASE ys : HIGHNESS : 

· I have by this Conveyance writt to his Mat': the Kiug to lett him know y : 
by Reason of the Great Warr~ in Europe ye: R : Honllle : English East India Compa: 
my masters could hot wth: any safety send to India any but Great S!1ips such. as are 
able to defend themselves in case they should meet wth: their Enemy, and that is the 
Reason I have not been able to send a ship Yeuly to Tonqueen as fformerly for notte 
but very small ships can Come into the Hiver and there 'being no probabilitv durin(JI' 
the warrs of finding any means for me to serve his Maj!Y: Yo~': Royall Father and 
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Your Highness as I ought and desire to doe I have Resolved for the <ij}sent to send 
for my people, and a11 yr: Concerns in 'fonqueen hither that -I may from them be 
informed how I may be Capable to serve his MajtY: and Yor : Highness when wee 
have peace I send your Highness this by way of Canton and Expect in a few dayes 
to gett a small Ship Heady to send to 'l'onqueen wth: such Goods as I hope may be 
for the service both of his Majty: the King and Your Highness l humbly beg Your 
Highness would be pleased to order the Mandreens disp_atch adores to assist Mr : 
Watts the English Cheife &ca.. to gett my money debts wch: are owen by your Sub· 

. jeots to the Rt: llonble: English East India Campa: my masters and when Mr: Watts 
ye: English Cbeife &ca :- comes away I humbly' beg the Honr : of Yor: Highnesses 
Commands if .there be any thing in Englaud or these parts yt :. your Highness would 
have l shall not faile to gett it Heady to send your Highness so soon as the warrs are 

. ()Ver and that 'we can by Yor: Highnesses favour Resettle our £factory in Tonqueen, 
I Pray yr: Highness to Continue your Royall favour to 

:Fort gt: George 2tb: June 96 

No. 60. 

- . 
'Y or: Highnesses Most Humble: 

and obedient Servt: 
NATHLL: HIGGINSON. 

:ffort St: George 2th June 96. 

'l'o THE ILLUSTRious llisHoP DAUNER AT ToNQUEEN. 

Whereas the late deed : Gen11 : gr ~ John Goldsborough and Councill of ffort St : 
George being infor~ed of_ the many miscariages .of Mr: yvm :. Keeling late Che~fe of 
Ton queen did by vntue of the Rt: H onble: Enghsh .East India Compo.: ordrs: send by 
the ,Ship Pearle in the. Year 1693 .l\tr: Richd: ·watts Cheife and Mr: Richd: ffarmer 
to Enquire into the State of affaires .in Tonqueen and to demand and Receive from Mr: 
Keeling ·all the Rt ~ Honble: Campa.: Con cernes, w'h .: power to call M." : Keeling to 
Accot : and to send him hither butt ]\:P': Watts &ca : informe us by their Severall 
letters that att tbeir arrivall att-the ffactory of Ton queen Mr : Keeling had Removed 
from thence not onely his Goods money and N ecessarys ; but all his bookes and 
papers and that when they came to Examine· the Accots: of the £factory they found 
wanting many Bookes Papers Bills and .. ~coots: Relateing to the Rt: Honbie: Compa.: 
Affairs w('h: Mr: KeAling allwayes Refused to deliver to ym: desireing his stay there 
and th&.t Mr: Keeling had imbezeld of the Rt: Honblo: Com pas: Estate above 12,000 
tal[e] when Mr: Keeling arrived here in Decembr: last wee demandedof him the said 
Bookes and Papers he answered that he hath brought none with him but left them 
in Tonqueen we have aleo demanded Satisfaction for the Great Sun1 of money wch: 
he hath imbezled, but he answered that he hath not brought a Cash wth : him but 
hath Left all that he had in the hands of such <ij}sons as will not deliver it to .. his 
own ordr: unless he goe himselfe to demand it and Whereas Mr: Keeling being Vix: 
comyos mentis cannot give us any l?ationall accot: of his actions nor will not yett 
comply wth: any Reasonable terms onely declareth that be has left all in Yor: hands 
whereof we are otherwise informed now wee the Livt: Gen11 : for affairs of the R•: 
Honble: East [lnd]ia Compo.: in India and the Councill of Fort St: George doe in ye: 
name and behalfe of the sd: Compa: de~ire and demand you will plea!!e to deliver 
unto Mr : Hi chard Watts Cheife &o, . Councill or the Cheif and Councill for the time 
being at Tonqueen well sealed all the money Goods Bookes l,apers Bill -Accot ; and 
every thing whatsoever belonging to the sd: M•· Keeling wch: he left in Yor: hands 
or what you have in Yor: Custody for all wch : the sd: Cheife and Councill are 
order'd to Give you Receipt. web: Receipt we hereby declare to be Yor: Sufficient 
di;:;charge and if you shall Refuse to deliver the aforesaid as Requested we doe here· 
by declare you are att all times and places Responsible to the Rt: Honble: 
English East India Company and their Representation in India as well for the 
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Value o:f all things Detained in Yor: Custody as for the Damage wch : may 
arrise by Reason of Yor: detaining them but not dou~ting of Your Ready comply-. 
ance wth : our so. Reasonable and Just demand we Remame. 

Yor: very Ready ffreinds. 

No. 61. 

NAtRLL; HIGGINSON. 
JoHN SnLEMAN. 
WILLIAM FRASER. 
FRANCIS ELLIS. 
HoG11 

: BRADDYLL. 
CHARLES BARWELTJ. 
THOMAS WRIGHT. 
MATT : EMPSON. 

ffoRT ST: GEoRGE "P1110 : JuNE 96. 
To THE W oRpLL : MATT : MILl>MAY 

DEPTY: GovERN11 : &o": CouNOILL ATT YoRKE FoRT. 

On the 2d: Aprill the Mary Bowyer arrived wth: Mr : Barwell and :Mr: Butter-
feild Mr :ffleetwood Kenned Emett and 3 Topassees and _brought us Yor: Gen11 ;· 

Letter Datd : lOth: :ffebry wt~: the Severall bookes and Papers according to list 
whereby we Gladly observe the Rt: Honble: Compas; affaires are so well Settled, and 
our former Directions _so well observed that in sted of censure the usuall Style of· 
:tformer letters we find Reason to approve and Commend any little matter of further 
directions tis Yor : part to 1f}secute the Methods. settled wth : due Consideration and 
industry itt is however Requisite to give an answer to severall qfrticulars in Yor: 
letter. ' · 

2: Soe long as Livt: Uelgardner Continues delligent and servisable in his 
Employ as Livt: and overseer of the Co:ffreys, lett him have due countenance1 and. 
Encouragement but we Ex:pect that he pay all due respect to his Superiours ...... 

3: The managemt: and Employmt: of the Coffreys is a matter of vast import
ance to the Empr()vement of the place they cost a Great Sume for theh purchass but 
more for their maintenance. this being a constant Charge Requires a Constant 
Employ in some thing benefitiall besides their worke on Charges ffortifications and 
Merchandize. 

4. Upon 1\{r: ffieetwoods arrivall we have demanded of him the ballance of his 
.Accot: as Stated at York ffort, web : he disownes and finding him pereist in his . 
usuall practice of Evasive pretences we have caused an Action to be Entred against 
him in the Court of Admiralty that he may be there compelld to give a ~ticular · 
answer to every article of his accot : we will not now perjudge him but if the· 
matters shall prove so bad as they seem at <Wsent, we will transmitt to you the 
whole Stah~ and adjudication of the cause that the Rt: Honble: Com pas: Servts: wth :. 

you may not be onely satisfied wth: ye : Reasonableness of our proceedings but be 
causioned from ffollowing so ill an Example, the information you had of his ~vate 
mischevious practices was sufficient Reason for secureing him on board the Amety to 
:Wvent the Effect. · · 

~ 5 : .lP: Butterfeild hath finished the [P]riamon~ g] Bookes but they will not be 
Coppyed time Enough for this conveyance, Inclosed is ye : Coppy of the Remains of 
Bookes C: bv woh: Books D: may be carryed on. 

6 : Wee have sent you another Supply of Garden seeds wth : Docter Browns 
directions for the planting of some of them. 

7 : You did well in Returning us Superfluous Stores &c•: and in keeping the-
Damage Ta.ppais for the use of the Slaves. . 
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18. Our Pr'esent. Aime, and Interest is to se.cure Yorke !fort and [P]ryamong 
-~and the Pepper Growmg between them, and theu dependane1es. 

19. Arcus the Dubash whome you found Reason to dismisse him for his Exzac• 
·tion, being gone to Batavia ought never to Returne and the suspition yu : had of his 
holding a Correspond.mce there is a caution of admitting any into such services, as 
Jceep their family there. · 

20. \Vee have discharged all the Bills you drew upon us amounting to 64:22 
-Royll• : at the Rate of 17 Roy11s : ~ H) pags : as usuall. 

21. Wee have perused Yor : Genu : letter to the Rt : Ron ble : Comp• : Datd : 
·29th : Octobr ~ last wch : gives ym : a particular .Accot : of the state of their affairs att 
-that time as we hope to their Satisfaction, the proposall made them for the ad v.ancing 
-the Toppassees pay t Dollar ~ mefisem seems to be Grounded on so Good Reason 
that we dont doubt their Honrs : approbation in confidence whereof, and in conside
·ration of the Great sum wch: will be Yearly r;aved by that small addition we order 
you to pay the Toppassees from the Receipt hereof 2 Dollars 1f>' mens as Sentinalls 
·Jlay ,__.and as yorlr number of Toppassees doa increase you may lessen the number of 
-the Buggessees by degrees. 

22. The Success of the Treates. wth: the Empr: Prince, and Rajas hath Exceeded 
.()Ur Expectation, Sulton Guillimot Raja Addill Raja .Macoota and the Mandreens 
seem to be as firmly united both to the Rt: Honble: Cofi!p": and among themselves 

:as they can be by oath Contract, and Interest and so long as they can be kept true 
to that union, and Contract, there is a good prospect of secureing all the pepper from 
Mandutta to Bencoolen or at least from LP]ryamang to Bencoolen; but whatever the 
·'lP' sent appearance is considering the unstable and wavering humore of those people 
·it is best to think off, and provide against ye: varie~y of accidents w•h : may happen. 

23. It is not to be supposed, but that the Emp" as he never wes a true friend, 
is now a professed Enemy and [will] 'use his utmost indeavours to break the 
union either by_ Pollecey or force against wch : there is but one Gen11 : Remedy 
-that a right understanding be~ kep_t between Raja addill and Raja Macoota,. and 
matters carryed so indefferently towards both that neither of them may be jealous 
that the others is more favoured then himselfe Raja Addill by the history of the 
'Transactions att Mandutta seem to have the Greater Interest among the Mandreens 
:and proarteens and~1tt:.r; Frith ought to use a great caution that he doe not disoblidge 
him by favouring Raja Macoota too much openly and Raja Mncoota wth: the Young 
.Sultan seem to be the most firmly bound to the Rt: Honbte: Compa: by their own 
Jnterest having no _other ffreind. · 

16th: June. 
24. Wee shall not cease to put you in mind of Carrying on the Ditch to the 

·sea,. till we hear it is finished it is so necessary for Clearing the Ground to Render 
it both Emproueable and healthy that it ought to be done as soon as possibly you 
can, and all the Ground Round the fort cultivated. 

25. Wee have delayed the sending of this ship for some time, that we may 
:Send you Yor: Gen11 : Bookes three pair of rPJryamong and two pair of York Fort 
·come herewth: finished by Mr: Butterfeild the stating of the A coot: Currt: could. 
not be done time enough to bring into the Dallance, but it comes apairt wch: you 
may adjust in Yor: next Bookes. 

26. By this Ship comes Mr: James Leigh Entertained to serve as Gunner at 
'York ffort, or [P]ryamong (at the usuall pay of those places) according as you shall 
find occasion we think he may be usefuJl at York ffort, & design him for that 
imploymt: being a :Wson of good abilityes, but doubting whether Levt: Delgardner, 
1md he may·accord in one place being both too hasty) we oblidgd: him to serve in 
the other place if you shall see occasion. 

27. The Dutch Price of Pepper (mP-ntioned in the 48 Pargb: of your letter to 
us) 4 pe8

: long'cloth or 7 p•: Sallampores for a Bahar of 6$7 11 : is equall to 11 Dollars 
1P' Eahar of 50011

: lon[.g]cloth being valued at 70 Dollars ((f) Porge 4 p•: is 14 
Dollars the D_ifierence of the weight is eqaall to the difference in the price but the 
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. .Pepper bemg Heed; at Bencoole':l at 56011 : to the bahar it is necessary to lower the 
Price of Cloth or advance the pr1ce of pepper, to Encourage the Mallayes to bring it 

-to us Rather yn: to the Dutch therefore lett the langeloth be sold at 05 Dollars ¥ 
Corge, and other Goods proportionable Vizt : for Dollars but in Exchange for Pepper 

:at 60 Dollars there will be no occasion as you will observe to limitt the price to 
privatt traders so long as Yor: Godowns are free and open to all buyers that will 

·Govern the Price. 
23. Mr: Kennedy doth ~ffirme to us that in y(>: Year 1692 he Reed: all the pep· 

_per he bought at (P]ryamongo by a measure, web : bel~ out but 50011 : to the Bahar 
and that the mease: was not then Settled by l\P": Fr1th by web: Good Sound Pepper 
weighd 63511 : to the babar but some tryall made by yr: Barwell tee weight differs 
20: so or 4 011 : in a bahar a.ccording to ye: quality of the p~pper web: when it comes 

-to be Reed: in Bencoolen by weight makes a difference in .Accots: and Casts a short 
weight upon (Plryamong ffactory, web: be thinks may be the Cause of Charging 21 
Bahar Pepper to 1Jr: Frith accot : for short weight and if it be true, yr: Frith ought 
to be allowed it if tbe :Mallays can be induced to deliver their Pepper by weight, it 

·will be more certaine then" the measnre and ye: aceots: will better accord, and if they 
-scruple the weight of 637j11 : it is better to tak~ 62011 : or 60G11 : but if they will not 
Consent lett them goe on wth : their Measures and yt: you may have a Check upon 
[P]ryamong lett there l;e a [P]ry1mcng Measure kept att Bencoolen, by web: all 
the pepper wch: comes from thence may be measured, as well as weigh'd and the 

·difference noted. 
29. Lett the Sillabar Paggar be Removeil from the Hivers mouth- to the place 

· of shipping of Pepper to pi event its <Wvate Exportation. 

30. Wee herewith send a Coppy of the China Smith Bill of worke amount to 
Dollars 71: 3: 1 web: yr: Kennedy says was not produced by him to 111': Barwell 
att Yotk ffort being forgott and that the worke was done in the time of 
:Mr : Hawthorne being Storekeeper and that neither Mr: Hawthorn nor be haTe 
brought any part of the Bill to accot: Except a few Wticulars amot: to Hy11s: 6: 1 : 
for private Persons for web: yr: Kennedy Reed: ye: money so that }1r: Kennedy 
claims Creditt for Ry11

s : 65 : 2 : J : lett this matter be Examined and acquaint us 
bow you find it Inclosed is a list of his Debt att Bencoolen web: he hath 

·empowered Docter Coote to rlemd : and Receive af:sist him therein, and you may 
draw bills upon us_ at the usuall Rate, for wt: he or any other <l?Fons pay into the 
Tit: Honble: Compa: Cash. 

31. Inclosed is a Direction for makeing Tarras Chinom, the Necessary Ingredi-
~ents goe by the Ship. - . 

32. -There comes 6 Europe Sould": and J 4 Toppassees whereof Serjt: Pritcherd 
is one and take place among the Serjt& : according to his Standing and Peter Ferrara 
is appointed Corporal! of the Toppassees and to be continued 1:40 long as he behaves 
himselfe well, but in case of his misdeameners apoint another fitter. 

33. The ship brings lead and Redwood to be continued for Bengali. 

34. M': Harwell having ditscharged his Comission to so Great Satisfaction, we 
think our selves oblidged 'to make Good a ~miss made him when he went from 
hence yt: he Fihould have Some Encouraging <Wviledge of Pepper freight free wee 
tb~refor. order you. to qrmitt his Corespo~dant to lade on the ~t: Honble: Compa: 
Sh1ps E1ther tl• this place or Bengali frm~ht free 80 Bahar V1zt: when it is no 
injury or hinderance to the R': Honble: Compns: business. 

35. Mr: Barwell brought a muster of Quilt Cassia web: we Returne to you He 
informs us that it is brought down from Corinth and bought att [P]ryamong at the 
Rate of about 15 Dollars~ Babar wch: is Extraordinary Cheap send the Muster to 
Mr: Frith, ~nd order him, to buy all that he cane gett & to Encourage the bringing 

. it he may give to ?0 Dollars t9' bahar, as occasion Requires it must be small, the 
Smaler the better and yt: weh: turns into the form of a Quill and if any Gross be 

-lllixed wtb : it it must be thrown by being worth nothing. 
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: . So. Among the Sould"' :'is one Boatswain whom having found to be very fitt for-
business, you are to Entertain him as a writer att his arrivall att writers Sallary bee
hath Reed : 7 Pags : Ad vance to be deducted from· hi& Sallary we had provided ano
ther fitt ~son but he is lately taken sick and cannot now proceed. 

, 37. Inclosed is the Coppy of Sev11 : Pargh: of the Rt: Honble: Compae: Letters. 
to us 'datd: 6 March 9/45 containing directions to be observed by you web: you 
are to fill, that 'Ye need ,not add there unto in the 54th : Pargh: their Honrs : appoint 
Mr: wm: Blunt (who takes his Passage to you by this ship) Second of York ffort 
but in consideration of M1

• : Darleys being before sent .from hence, under a promise
of Enjoying that station f.er wch : we Esteem him a very fitt ~son and Mr: Blunt 
readily accepting the station of third, we order Mr : Dar] ey to continue second and 
Mr: Blunt third of Council! untill the Rt: Honble: Camp•: pleasure is known concer- · 
ning Mr: Darley whose Entertainment was advised their Hours: by thP; London 
:ffrigatt and if in the mean time there shall happen a vacancy in the Governmt: by · 
mortality, we hereby order that yr: Blunt succeed, because we cannot put any, man 
not Entertained by themselves into yt: Station wth : out the Rt : Honble : Compu.:. 
Express order, or ~mission while there- are other of their own Covenanted Servta:. 
Capable. 

38. Inclosed is Invoice and Bill of Ladeing for wt: laden Qn this ship arnot~ 
Pags : 22346 : SO : 1 : wth : list of Souldrs : and the -ship Charterparty lett her bee· 
dispatch'd to Bengali by the 15th : Sep' : at the farthest wth : as much Pepper as can 
be ~oured, and laden by yt :-time, .but you must not keep her later, upon no Accot: 
whatsoever, least she should not arrive time Enough in llengall to be dispatched for· 
England. _ 

39. Consider well what the Rt: Honble: Compa: have directed Relateing to the 
Eneouragemt: of Chinamen if you shall find any to be truRted wt11 : a loan of money 
for carrying on the planteing and makeing of Sugar &ca : you may contract wth : . 
them to take of all they shall make wth: in a Year two or three at very encouraging, 
price tho it be as dear as you can buy from other parts : we are 

Yor : Affectiont : :Freinds 

NATRLL: HIGGINSON. 

JOHN STYLEMAN. 
WILLIAM FRASER. -
FRANCIS ELLIS. 
Roan : BRADDYLL. 

CHARLES BARWELL. 
THOM8

: WRIGHT. 
MA1T: EMPSON. 

Inclosed are two lettrs : from ye : Levt: Gen11 : one to Sulton Guillimot and Raja. 
Macoota another to Haja Addill Sealed and their Copys wch: mention Presents to be
delivered them by M_r: Frith you will find by. the Invoice that we have sent you 
those things wch: you ad vised ~per for Presents, out of wch : lett a present for Each 
be made up as you Judge fitest, & send wth: the lettr: 

· yr: flleetwoods Cash book Ohargeth (P]ryamong ffactory wth: 1200 Dollars (sent. 
by Mr ~Duke 18th: Octr: 1693) Mr: Frith Cash Look Creditts York ffort onely wth: 
600 Dollars Reoct : by Bencoo]en sloop in Decem' : 1693 Mr: Duko must .Accot: for 
the Remaining 600,DoUrs: in· the mean time it is charged to his accot: in the· 
[P]ryamong Bookes 1-;e : B: Mr : ffieetwoods affirming that these stand George Duke · 
Rec~: paid in the Receipt booke .. 
· The London ffrigott and Amitys Cargo~s were omitted. t~ be Entred in the· 
Ace<>'•: of Remains taken ultimo June 16~5 there are a few bales Entred wch: were
,taken ashoar the Rest a1e also now Entred by Mr: Butterfeild in the Acct•: Remains.~ 
of the Gen11

,: Bookes H alsoe you will find in the said bookes wheat and fannms web : . 
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were onutted to be Entred in Y or Accot : Remains now Entd : in Accot: Difference 
bv mistake they ought to have been Entd in the Accott: Remains and must be
Rentefi.ed in y or : Rest Bookes. 

LisT oF TILE PAcQ.T: To YoRK FFoRT 
No 1. Gen11 : Ire: Datd: the I•t: & 16th: June 1696: 

2. Directions for the planting of Garden Seeds. 

NATHLL: HIGGINSON. 
JOHN STYLE MAN. 

WILLIAM FRASER .. 
FRANCIS ELLis. 
RoGR : BRADDYLL. 
CHARLES HARWELL. 
THOMAS WRIGHT. 
MATT : J~MPSON. 

3. Accot: Currt: Fort St: George w11h: Pryaman Settlemt: 
4. York :ffort J ournall Ledger L;e : C. come~cing ~mo May 93 Ending the-

31 July 1694. , 
5. no: Journal! & ledger Ire: H comencing Wmo: Augt : 94 Ending 3Qtb. 

June 95. , _ _ 
6. fP]ryamong ledger & Jour11 : lre A aomencing ~m0 : Novr: 91: Ending 

30th: April 93. 
7. D0 : J ournall & ledgr : Lre : B : comencing ~mo May 93 Ending SJ st ~ 

July 94. 
8. no: Jour11 : & Ledgr: r;e G: comencing ~mo: Aug': 94 Ending SQth ~ 

June 95. 
No: 9. China Black Smiths Accot: 

10. Hugh Kennedy his list of Debts owing him 
11 Directions for makeing 1'arras Chinam 
12. A muster of Quil Cossia 
13. Cops : of Sevll : ParghB : of the Rt: Honble : Compa8 : l;e 

Datd: ye: 6 March J 694 Relateing to York ffort. 
14. Invoice of Ship :ffleet firigat 
15. Bill of Ladeing of D0

, : 

16. List of :ffreigbt Goods .laden on Ditto 
17. Stewards Accot : Provisions Lallen on Do : 
18. · List of Souldrs : wth : Accot : Wages paid them 
19. Ship ffleet firiggats Charterpt1: to be sent wth: the Ship 

to Bengali. 
20. Receipt to make Inke • 
21. Lre : to Raja Ad~ill · · 
2t. Letter [to] Sulta[n].Guillimot and Raja M.acoota 
23. Coppyes of Ditto letters. 

No. 62. 

To THE \VLL :. 1\IATT : MILDMAY EsQ.R : 
DEPUTY GovR: & CouNCILL ATT YoRK FFORT 

This is recommended to Mr: Richard Phrip Mastr; of Brigantine Acheen 
Mez·cht: far conveyance onely to Acquaint you that Mr : Barwell &ca: arrived on the 
2,th : Aprill, and brought wth : him Yor : lettr: bookes and Papers according to the 
list of the I'acquett. The ffleet ffrigat Cap~: John Mary Commander of 300 Tons is 
Ready to 1('ceed for York Fort, and will bring you provisions, Cattle, and Stores 
wrote for a Sufficient Stocke of money some assistants, and Sou]drs : she stays for 
y" : finishing the Gen11 : bookes of York Fort, & L P]ryamong woh: Mr : Butterfeild 
bronght wth: him, which will be sent you Ballanceed and Coppied. 

14 
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The :ffleet :ffrigat is to proceed from York ffort to :Bengali, wth: as much pepper 
as you can procure w th : out keeping th_e ship to long. we are 

No. 63. 

Y or Affect : :ffreinds 
N ATHLL: HIGGINSON. 
JoHN STYL'EM.AN. 
WILLIAM FRASER. 
FPRANCIS ELLIS. 
RoG:a : :BRADDYLL. 
CHA"RLES B.ARWELL. 
THOMAS WRIGHT' 
M;TT: EMPSON: 

F:ronT s!': GEoRGE 5th: JuNE 1696 
"To ~HE H oNBLB : LAURENCE .PITT CouNOILL:a : 

·I 

-ExTRAORDINARY o.u INDIA GovR: oF NEGAPATAM 
&o•: AFFAIRS oF THE Ror ·: HoNBLB: NETHERLANDS 
EAs[T] INDIA Coup.a.: 

This day arrived a Ketch from :Bombay wch·: brought me a letter clatd: ]8th: 
May adviseing that the 5 ffrench ships passed by Commodore Huntons Fleet near 
:Suratt Rivers mouth on the 17th Aprill in the night they· Gott noe Goods from 
Suratt, but a.few Atlasses, Cutanees, and Cassas but whither thev are Gone is not 

.khowne. . · " 
· I have Reed: no Europe news Except wt: is contained in the in.closed coppyes 
-of news Papers I know not how far ~hey may be Credited, because the news i'rom 
:Bussara differs from that of Allippo Relateing to the Grand Signior, and St : Malloes, 
I doubt not but Your Honr: will Suddainly Receive more certaine advices by Yor: 
-own Europe Ships in the mean time I remaine ' 

Yor: Honr: very Affectt: 
:ffreind and Humble : Servi : 

No. 64. 
'To M:•: 'VILLIAM SoAMEs CHEill' FOR AFFAIRs OF THE 

ENGLISH NATION IN AcBEEN. 

NATHLL: HIGGINSON. 

FPORT Sll': GEORGE 15TH: JUNE 96. 

In the 11th : Inst : att night Seave!l English men Runaway wth: the Ketch 
Josiah belonging to the ]it: Honble: Compa: from this Road by all the Enquiry we 
can make, we cannot gain any intelligence to what part or upon wt: designe they are 
gone but we conclude their designe is Piracy and that they will Encrease their 
number so soon as they can for wch :_ Reason it Seems probable that they may goe to 
Acheen to gather up the StragJrs: there fitt for their purpose, we take this 1st : 
oppertunity to give you this notice, and desir~ and order you to use yr : utmost dili· 
.gence and Endeavours to apprehand ym : if possible, and we will Reimburse you all 
necessary cbargs : 

If you meet w h : an oppertunity of sec[ ur Jeing them and the Ketch lett them 
and the Ketch be sent to us, if possible, or to 13om bay that order may b~ taken for 
their bringing away. 

Inclosed is a list of the mens names and descl'iption of the Ketch that you may 
know them Capt: Bakar whom they had left ashore say's he had left aboard all his 
orders, woh: he had Reed: from the Oenll:: and a pacquet from his Ex0Y: for Bengali 
(whither they were bound from hence) and that they have the Kings Colours aboard, 
"Wch : probably they will abuse to Serve their designs. 



Letters from Fort St. George, 1696 55 

Wee shall by a ship bound hence Suddenlv for· Mallaca give notice to the 
· Govr : of Mallaca However as you have an oppe;tunity you may also send him the 
· necessary ad vice and give notice to all Dutch and English ships 

No. 65. 

'Ve are 

N ATHLL : HIGGINSON. 
JOHN STYLEMAN. 
wll : FRASER. 

FRANCis EtLia. 
RoGn : .BRADDYLL. 

CHARL[ E Js BARW ELL. 
THo8 : WRIGHT. 
MAT!': _EMPSON. 

FFORT ST: GEORGE 17TH: JUNE 1696 

_N ATHLL : HIGGINSON EsQa: LrEvT: GENLL: 

· FOR AFFAIRS OF '.fHE Rr: HoNBLB: ENGLISH EAsT 

INDIA Co"MPA AND GovR:ll.NR : OF FORT sr : GEORGE, 

To SULTAN GuiLLilllOT AND RAJA MAcooTA. 

I have Reed : your letter by wch : I gladly understand that Mr : Harwell hath 
Settled the Country to your Sattisfaction, if you continue true to the Contract made 
wth: the Honble! Compa: and preserve the agreemt: made wt:a: Raja Ad dill, both 
wch : I well approve and Confirme it is certaine that the old Empr : and the Dutch 
can never doe you any Great injury tho they may some times give you a littte trouble 
by the help of Treacherous people I am makeing a sword to be carryed before Sultan 
Guillimot wch : I will send by the first opportunity, in the mean time I desire you 
both to accept of a small Present wch: I have ordered Mr: Frith to deliver and to 
discour~e you further about the Rt: Honble: Compa : business perticularly for the 
Encouragement of the planting of Pepper I have taken Good order for the buying of 
all yt ; the Country will afford for wch : the people may Receive Either Dollars of 
longcloth at 60 Dollars ~ Corge and other Good[ s J proportionally Cheap by this 
Good agreemt : I hope the Country will now fiorish, and all people be Content, ·under 
Your prudent, and Just ~overmt: 

NATHLL: HIGGINSON 

No. 66. 
·ifo RAJA ADDILL. 

Being informed by Mr: Frith, and others that the old Emperour had brought 
a great trouble and confusion upon the Country I sent 1\[r: Bal'well to Enquire into 
and settle all affairs by whome I understand the Contract you have made with the 
Rt : Honble: Compa: and the agreemt: wt : Sultan Guillimot and Raja Macoota web: 
I confirme and if you continue true to the Rt : Honbie: Compa: and keep a good 
agreemt: with Sultan Guillimot,.and Raja Macoota you need not fear all the power 
and peacherouscy [azc l Either of Sultan Mabomot Shaw or the Dutch I have orderd 
Mr: firith to deliver you a small Cfj:}sent as a token of ffreindship wch: [ desire you 
to accept it is a pitty that so brave a Country should lye barren, and not halfe 
Emproved, lett the people plant pepper I will take care that our people shall buy 
it all, and they II\ay have Dollars or Longcloth at 60 Dollar Cfj:}Corge and other Goods 
proportionably cheap I hope in time by Yor: prudent management the Country will 
fiowrish, & the people be content quiet and happy, and Yol': fame, and our Frein~ship 
.Endure for Ever. 

N ATHLL : HIGGINSON. 
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To CAP" : JoHN MERRY 
• Colla: Oll' SHIP FFI.EET FRIGATT 

···--
No. 67 , 

· Haveing laden what designed for York :ffort, we order you on Receipt hereof' 
to Hepair aboard your .ship and w'h : the first oppertunity of wind and weather .inake 
the best of your way for ~he most speedy attaining of the port of York :ffort Ben· 
coolen where. when arrived you are to deliver our Pacqt : Directed to the Dept.v : 
Govr: &ca: Council! for affairs of the Rt: Honble :. English East India Oompa: whose· 
orders you are to ffQllow for yor : unloading ladeing and further proceeding we wish 
you a good voyage, a!ld Date this in :ffort St: George this 19th: June 1696: 

No. 68 

N ATHLL : HIGGINSON. 
JoHN SrYLEMAN. 
WILLI.All FBRASER. 
FRANOIS ELLIS. 
RoGa : BRADDYLL. 

CHARJ,ES BARWELL. 
THOMAS WRIGHT. 
MATT : EMPSON. 

BFORT 8*: GEORGB 2Qm JUNE 16 96 
To THB HoNBLB : W l:LLIAM H.usELL 

PRESlT ·: oF FoRT S'~. : GEORGE AND Gova : oF FoRT 
ST: DAVID &o": CouNorLL AT FoRT 8'~ : DAvin. • 

Our last was the 2d: past ·we have yrs of the 23d: 28t~: BOth: no: and 5th: Ins•::: 
to answere we have and Shall pay the Sev11 : Bills you have dra.wne on us as due--· 
~~= . ' ' 

To Capt : Hartop . . . • Pag~s : 80 
To Batson Person . • • • • • • • 150 

·To Cap• : .Medcalfe & Comp6 
: • • • 178 : 18 

To Thomas Wright . . • ~ • • • • 500 : 
To Alvero Deffonseca & Oompa : • • . 496 : 1 : 4 
To Samuell Glover . • • • • • • . 400: 
·To Robt: Masfen • . • • • . • • • 271 : 3 : 

You may continue to draw bills upon us as oppertunity offers haveing more Cash\ 
then we know how to Employ. -

Since Yor: Marchts; Refuse to take more then 2000 pag': for an Investment,._. 
you will have a . stock lye dead ·The Southern Boats will now be comeing wth: 
Paddy you may buy up 2000 or 8000 Pag': as it comes in by land or sea, faster 
then the Daily Markett, and lay it up as well for a store, as to the Govern the price, 
we );lave laid up about 100 Garse Paddy and 4 0 Garse Rice and buy more as it comes~ 
by land Paddy hath hetherto Sold at about 20 Marcalle;pPag : the fear of the
Marrata Army comeing to Hob the Country hath induced the Farmers to bring their· 
Pa?dy hither in Considerable quantityes for sale, and tho we have_ never sett the
Price of the sea Paddy that it should not be sold dearer then 20: and that has Gov· · 
ern'd the other till now the land paddy fails us and thereupon the Sea Paddy hath.· 
Resson 2 or 3 Page : a Garee. 

The Supernumerary Souldrs: may continue wth : you till the End of the Southerly· 
mopsoo~, and then you may send them to us and in the northerly monsoon we can 
at any time send them to you by sea if occasion Requires tho you cannot then send. 
them to us. 

Wee have heard of [differences] between Ramaraja. Sa.ntogee Goorapa, and 
Donogee !>etta, but it is difficult to understand whether they are Grounded on 
any Real occasion, or pretended ~or the better Carrying on of their designs against -
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_the Moors we have Repeated ad vices from the Camp of another army comeing to the 
Nabobs assistance other[s] say a new Nabob in llis Room and that he is called away 
by the King but our ~telligAnce is uncertain. 

Upon Consideration of the Abstract of Govr : Pitts lettr : to the Dutch Cheife of 
Ternapam: whereby .. it appears that Coole Chitte is protected by the order of 
Negapatam wee hav? wrote a Letter to the Govr: &ca: of Negapatam wch.: comes 
inclosed under a flymg seale _for your <w'nsall, when an ans'Yer co :riles you may 
open it, and take a Coppy for your own <w'usall, and then send 1t forward to us upon 
the Heceipt whereof if they doe not deliver Coola Chitte, we will put an End to t.he 
controversy, by a formall protest. · 

The :ffieet :ffrigatt this day sails for Benc('lolen, the J osia Ketch was Carry..ed out 
·of the Road by three of her men, and 4 other English whither Gone or design'd we 
cannot tell but sopposing it probable they may goe to Acheep, we have wrote a lettr : 
to Mr : Soams to En~eavour their Seizure wch : comes inclosed, to be sent by the first 
oppertunity there being no ship bound from hence to Acheen. 

We take notice of tlie Balls, and Peppr: you have Ready to Send by the King 
wm: and the small addition of 2000 Pag' : wch : your l\Ierohts : have undertaken !'ray 
fail not to lett us know how many Bales we may depend upon in the lattr: end of 
August or begining of Septembr: after you have dispatched the King Wm: we are 

No. 69. 

Yor : very Affect : Freinds 
N ATHLL : HIGGINSON. 
JonN STiLEli.A.N. 

\VILLIA.M FRASER. 
FRANCIS ELLIS. 
RoaR: BR.A.DDYLL. 

CHARLES BARWELL. 
'fHOMAS WRIGH'f, 

l\IA'IT: EMPSON. 

· FFoRT ST : G1.:oRGB 17'~'11 : JuNE 1696 .. 
To 'I HE Ho~BLR: LAuRENCE PITT Cous&: ExTR: 

oF INDIA & GnvERNR: OF NEGAPATAM & ,CoAsT 
oF CoRMANDELL &c ... : CouxciLL FoR AFFAIRS 
oF THE RT: Ho~BLs :· NETHERLANDS EAsT INDIA CoMPANY. 
HoNBLB -:: s• : & cA. : 
Haveing Reed: Sevu: Lett": frorn ye: Governr : and Conncill of Fort St : David 

Relateing to the complaint of the Chingee Goldsmith against one Cooley Chitte and 
Considereing the Reasons upon ,vch: they Grounded their proceedings we did · 
not doubt but that at length the Cheife &ca: Councill for ye: Rt : Honble: Nether lands 
East India Comp•: att Tegnapatam would have acqueessed therein, and permitt the 
Crimanall to Suffer Justice according to the Sentence given by the Govr: and Councill, 
and therefore hoped there would not be any occasion for us to trouble yr: Honr: &c": 
in that affaire but upon the C{P'usall of the abstract of a lettr: from the Honble : Governr: 
Pitt toy~: Cheife &ca: of Tegnapatam datd : 23th : May past, we find therein (if it be 
translated to us aRight) the Rouble: Governr: Pitts Resolution, that the said Coola 
Chitte the Criminall cannot be delivered to our ~tarshaU att :ffort St: David to Suffer 
the punishmE!nt Senttenced by our Govr :- &c" : Council! because he being_ a sub
ject of th~ Rt : Honble: X ether lands East India Comp?: cannot by ancient Hight 
Granted bv the Rules of the land be tryed beforo any other Court of Judicature then 
yo': own and that the '~riminall be transported to Pollicherry where. you have full 
power to Exercise all manner of punishmt : that he may be there puuished to the 
Sati::;faction of the complainer, so as to force the English from any further complaints 
and that you will take the difference to your Comp!: A coot: so that the English need 
not fear any trouble that may arise from thenc~. 

1!\ 
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Wee would most Readily concede-to any thing wch : the Honble : Govr : Pitt 
Resofves or offers, as a method of accomodation, so far as consist wth : Right in so 
'(3Ssentiall a mattr: as that of Judicature and th~t your Honr: &ca: may the better 
discerne our sincerity we pray you will . please to consider with us the following 
~ticulars wch : we apprehand doe conta.me the state of the cause wherein if we 
Hesite apy thing ·amisse or omitt. any materiall Circumstanc!; lVe shall willingly 
Receive Yor : ·Honr : &ca: Correction • 

.I. The complaining Goldsmiths are not_ Inhabitants within the bounds of 
Tegnapatam, but of [ ... J Belonging to R_amraja and are not on ely his Subjects, but 
known to him by perticular Service in the way of their trade, and therefore probably. 
will be heard if they complaine. · . . ' 

2. IfJu[s]tice be not done them doubtless they will complaine because the 
Injury and disgrace suffered is so great and Notorjous. . · . . 

- .. 3. '1'he Criminall Colla Chitte is an Indian inhabitant within the bounds of 
Tegnapm: Einploy'd by the Dutch Cheife &ca: as one of their Merchts. 

·4. The said Goldsmiths complain'd to ye·: Govr: of ffort st; David against 
Coolee Chitte"that he had disgrased them by Debauching in· Grosse manner one of 
their wives comitted to his care as a freind hee advised them to try if the Dutch 
Cheife would doe them justice to their Satisfaction but after a tryull made they 
Returned and Complained againe. · 

The Governr: in a friendly manner acquainted the Dutch Cheife wit~ the 
(}Omplat: that he might accomodate the maw·: prhately; and desired him to preyent 
ye: complainers further prosecution but the Goldsmith Reed : no Satisfaction (y": 
Reason whereof are best kn<?wri to those who .were cop.cerned tu see it given him) and 
Repeated his complaint by a Petition to the Gov'· : and Councill in writeing setting 
forth the ~ticular crimes committed ..by Colla Chittee and demanding Justice. 

- .5. The Govi: and Councill tooke cognisance of the complaint and by a message 
(}barging the Dutch Cheife with the forthcomeing of Colla Chitte, then in their' 
:ffactory proceeded to the hearing of the Case and caused the matter to be Examined 
in the Choultry of Cuddalore by indifferent Natives, the most competent of under
standing the nature and Circumstance ·of the Crime and tLe Custome of the Country 
who Reporte•l Cooll Chitte Guilty (by his own confession) and that he ought to for-

. :fitthis Estate to the Dutch and be turned out of Town (wherein they were moderate) 
Declaring that by their Custome he ought to dye. 

The Govr: and Councill after due consideration of said Report, and .of all 
. -circumstances of the case waVE.•ing that part wc11: Relates to the Duan they onely 

considered the inflecting such a disgracefull punishment as would Satisfy the· comp-· 
lainers, and ther~fore on the 5th: May Sentenced Colla Chittee wth: in ten dayes to 
be mounted on an ass_ wth : his face to the Taile and to be carded thro the streets of 
Tegnapatam and to be sent out of ye: bounds Either to N egapatam or where the 
Dutch Cheife thought convenient ; but not to Returne under forfiture of his Ears and 
being made a slate to the Comp11 

: 

The Govr: and Councill on the same Evening sent two messengers to acquaint 
ye: Dutch Cheif therewt11 : but h.e protecting Coola Chitte in their :ffactory, Hefused 
to deliver him to our Marshall wth: in thA time limitted under CW'tence of orders Ex:
~epted from Nebrapatam tho s:;ev11 : messages were sent to the Dutch Cheife to demand 
him CW'ticularly on the 15th: May. . · 

Now by the aforementioned abstract of the Rouble: Gov~": Pitts Letter it doth 
11.ppear that Yor: Cheife of Tegnapatam :£factory doth protect, and detaine the Cri
minall from Justice by the ~rder of Y or : Ron': &co : wch : is grounded on these 
Reasons that because the Crimanall is a subject of the R': Honbh·: Netherland East 
India Compa: therefore be cannot be tryed by any other Judicature then your own. 

It m'ust be- taken pro confesso, that Coola Chittee the Criminall is Guilty, and 
desirv~th a punishment att ]east Sef'ere as that Sentenced by the Govern': and 
Counmll of ftort 811

: l'avid and that bee is a native Inhabitant w'11: in the bounds 
of Tegnapatam. · 
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· Wee will not now conoider the question whether eve1'y Subject of the Nether
lands Company inhabiting within the bounds of Tegnapatam, as · well as all others 
when they are w~thin the said ~ounds are under the Judicatu!e of the English 
Company, nor mil we contend w1th Yor: Honr: at-out your calling Coole Chittee 
the Subject of Yor: Company supposeing that you intitle all Yor: Servts: your 
Subjects, but we are oblidged to atfirme that the English Company being lords pro· 
prietors wth: in the bounds of Tegnapatam purchased of Ramaraja they have ye: 
Sole Dominion and Right of J ud.icature wth: in the said bounds, but as derived, or 
held of them The .N ether;Iands Oompany have Reed: Severl1 

: Cowles from Ramraja 
or his predicessors prior to the English Company purchased and all the priviledges 
and Immunitys thereby granted, ought to be and are 1?-served inviolate to the 
Nether lands Comp3 

: but there are three things to be considered 1 n : that y(>: f:;aid 
priviledg;es both in the intention of the Giver, and Receiver Relates on ely to the 
Management of Trade, as Merchts: 2th: that by all the Coppyes of the Cowles 
Granted by Ramraja or his predesessors, web: we have seen there doth not appear 
the rteast] Ground for claiming a Right of Judicature over the Native Inhabi
tants; in Criminall cases web: Extend to forfitme of life or Estate 3th: the priviledges 
Jmmunityes or power within the bounds of Tegnapatam wb: the Netherlands Comy: 

. derived from Ramraja· or his Predicessors are now held of the English Compa: by 
virtue of their purchased propriety and Oominion and it is to be furth~r noted yt: 
by ye: Custome of India Such Friviledges are generally understood to b7 conditionall, 
and consequently may be forfeited, and Revoked or abated npon fallure or mis-· 
demeanon;, as all the Europe Nations who have :ffactorys depending on the Govermt: 
-and favour of the Prin.ces of India have found by dear bought Experience. 

If then the English Compa: have power of Judicature the Netherlands Compa: 
have not a power of impeding the Execution, & the detaining and protecting of the 
c·rimanall from Justice; is a violation of the English Comps :-Right of Govermt: web: 
wee cannot Rec[ e ]de from but are oblidged to claime. 

For wc11 : Heasons we cannot consent to the preposall of Coola Chitta being 
carryed to l'ollicherry and punished there by yor : l udicature because that would 
amount in common construction to an acknowledgment that the J~nglish Compa: have 
not power of Judicature iu this case. Besides where the Crime is comitted there is 
the proper place of Punishment and most agreeable to that main Ends· of detaining 
others froJ;D. the like crime, and Satisfaction of the Injured who have hitherto 
insisted positively not onely upon the Crimanall being punished, but that he be 
pwished in the place where the ·crime was comitted~ and it is Reasonable that the 
Reputation of the Injured be Repaired in the place where the disgrace is Suffered 
more over if we admitt of the carrying this criminall to l'ollicherry to be punished 
there it will be a precedent for carrying all crimanall thither to be judged and 
punished Vizt: so many as ye: Dutch Cheife &ca: of Tegnapatam shall please to call 
the Subjects of Yor: Compa :-web: may be all that are or att [?any] time have been 
Entertained or Employed to serve in any manner of business web : may take in the 
Greatest part of the Artificers Cooleys, and others Inhabitants of 'l'egnapatam to 
Pollicherry, and Render one Subordinate to the Govermt: of the other. 

Lastly the probable consequent of ye : not Executing Justice on the Crimanall 
ought to be Uemembred fqr considereing the nature and circumstance of the Crime 
comitted the desperate Effects some times mad~ in ReYenge of E:x:treame dissrrace 
the quality of tho Injured tho mean Enough in themselves, yett as. they are SubJects _ 
of Ramraja, and known to him and his officers ·by their perticuhr Sarvice the 
Notoriety of so Extraordinary a· cause may Gaine an Eaiy hearing and tho it is not 
to .be Suppose1 that in Revenge of their quarrell Ramraja will send an . army yett if. 
other business draw his army that way it is not impossible but he may from hence 
take occasion to demand Satisfaction and from whome will he demand but from the 
'Engllsh Govermt : to whom the Injured. made aplicatio.n for Justice or if from the 
Dutch Cheife of Tegnapatam the case is much the Sume if warr 1Jr trouble doe arise 
w1h: in our bounds and if any Extraordinary accident shall happen hereupon after 
w*: manner or by w': means will Yor : Honr : &ca : secure the English Company 
from Damage or make it Good if any bee doubtless in this case prevention is the 

• 
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beSt Remedy by in.O.ecting Punishm t : on ye : Criminall to the Sattisfaction of the 
Injured in the place _where the c~ime was oom~tted woh: will content them & barr· 
tbei! further complamts and obhdge us to contmue. 

Yor: Very Affect: Freinds & Serts:. · 
NATBLL: HIGGINSON. 

JOHN STYlltMAN. 

WILLIAM FFRASE R. 

J'FRANCIS ELLIS. 
RoaR : BRADDYLL. 
CHmEs HARwELL.· 
THOMAS WRIGHT. 
MATT : EMPSON • 

No. 70. • 

ll'FORT ST: GEORGE 22 JU.NE J 698 
To THE HoNBLE : w:r.r : FoSBORGH 

GovEBN ... : oF MALLACCA &cA : CouNcnL FOR .AFFAIRES 
OF ,'IE: RT: HoNBLE: NETHERLAND EAST INDIA. COMPANY 

Ar.r MALLAOOA. 

? :soa.: Vista. On yo: 11th: Inst: Seaven Europe men and 14 Laskars Run away wth: a smai 
Ma.ntr: Ketch belonging to the Rt : Honbie :English East India Compa: from this .Road . att 

9 a Clock in a Dark night and it Seeming probable yt: they might att one time 
or other come wth : in the Straits of Mallacca, we thought itt Requisitt to give Yo1 

Honr : &ca notice thereof, and that they may bee the better known we inclose a 
particular description of the men and Vessell and we pray Yor Hour: &ca : to give 
such orders as you J tidge best for Seizing the Vessell and men and if you can gett 
them in Yo1

·: possession Either to Send them to us if oppertunity '@sents, or seize 
them and ad vise us and we ~hall Repay the Charges. 

Wee have heard no certain advise concerning the ~ ffrench Ships since they 
departed from Surratt on the 17/27 Aprilllast God wvent their Evill de~igns to whose· 
protection we commend Yor : Honr: &ca : and Remain 

To THB R:r: WoBpr.r.: CRARL:U ErRE 

Honble : sr: &o•: 
Yor ~ Hours : very .Affect : :ffreinds and Serv" :. 

No. 11. 

NATHLL: HIGGINSON. 

JoHN STYLEMAN. 
WILLIAM ll'FRASl..:&. 
FRANCIS ELLIS. 
Roa•: BRA IDYLL. 
CHARLES BARWELL. 
TRO.MAS 'V EIGHT. 
MA'l''l' : EMPSON. 

FoRT 8T: GEoRGE 22!IH: JuNE 169 6 

.AG~:NT &o.t.: CoU~ClLL FOR AFFAI~ OF THE H,T: HoNBLB : 
. ENGLisH EAsT INDIA Co111r : A1· BsNGAL:t.. ' 

1JBhip Our last was 7th: .Aprill via Ballasore Coppy whereof comes inclosed. Tbe Sta : Crtl8e .m 
.u&eet ifrigat arrived here on the 14 May and brought us Yor: Genu: Datd: 13th: 
March wth: Coppys of 19th: and 29'h: :tfebrr: and Mr: Ellis Accot: Currt: and the 
Diary. 
· Wee are sencible you will find it difficult to putt off the Europe Goods but the 
Greatness of the quantity we have Reed : made it necessary to send you a small part 
we have Still Remaining more yn : we can hope to Tend in two Years if you cannot 

• 
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Sell att the for~er price wee think yon had better abate something then keep the 
Goods in the Godowns Subject to damage. 

Both Yor: lettn : of the 19~h: and 29th: ffebrr: Giveing us an Assurance that 
you will be able to dispatch one Small Ship in August and the 29th: onely an 
uncertain hope that you may be able to dispatch an::>tber we have chosen Rather to 
send the ffieet ffrigat to the \Vest Coast, under orders of being dispatched from 
thence by ye: 15th: Septemr: att farthest, and leave the Russell ffrigat (the bigger 
ship) to be sE-nt home alone in August aud -we hope the ffieet ffrigat will be wth: 
you time Enough to be dispatchd: in Novr: or Xbr a1d will bring you a good Cargo_ 
of Pepper. 

When you dispatch the Russell ffrigatt for Europe order her to tuch here if 
the winds shall favour wth: out Busk:ing too much possibly we may Receive new 
Sailing orders from our Honbie: Masters for the Returning Ships. 

You advised Mr: Holcombe that the postilion was fitting out and Ready to 
Saile but we hear nothing of their designe whether to Cruise· for· :Prizes or to meet 
the ffrench ffieet wch: we are certainly informed (5 Ships departed from Surrat 
on the 17 Aprill and are Gen117 : Supposed to be bound for Bengall) and therefore 
we have detained the Mary Bowyer to prevent her falling into Bengali w~h : the 
:ffrench ffieet and in hopes of Receiving advise but we have yet heard nothing 
Either of the Postilion or ye : ffleet. , 

Wee have therefore Resolved to keep her here till the hazard is over and if in 
the meantime you want money make use of Y or : Creditt and borrow so much as is 
necessary for Carrying on Yor : Investments to compleat ye : leading of the Russell 
:ffri!!'Rtt and ffieet ffrigat we keep the :Pilott wth :---the Bowyer. 

0 -
yr: Ellis and Yr: Braddyll are arrived and have their Stations alotted them 

by the Jtt: Honble: Compa: in this Councill. 
By private letters Rood: from Europe by two Daines_ Ships who arrived lately 

att Tringomalay we !teed: advise that the l'rincess was taken by :ffrenchmen of warr 
and Carried into Brest we are 

To liar.: Snws HoLCOMBK CBED'B &c-t-: 
CoUNCILL ATT VIZAGAPATAll. 

No. 72. 

Yor : Affectionate ffreinds 
NATHLL: HiGGINSON. 

JOHN StYLEMAN. 
W lLLIAM Fli'RASER. 

FFRANCIS ELLIS. 
Rocra : BRADDrLL. 
CHARLES B.A.BWELL. 
THOMA.S WRIGHT. 
MATT: EMPSON. 

Fli'ORT 8~': GEORGE 24m: JuNE 1696. 

This Serves to accompany the Request of one of our Inhabitants and 1\terchta: Sen\ b lad. 
Wallflchee Chitte whose Vessell being cast as hoar at N ellapundee wtb : 5 Elephants, 
and they l:eing at liberty Ran into the woods hee desires that the Elephants and 
other Goods and pt: of the Ship Saved may be Restored and we desire you to use 
your intr.rest in his behalfe to web : end there comes a letter from the Govr :-to the 
Seir LaecarB wch: you may~make use of if yon find occasion Wallachee Chitte will 
give the Cheife a particular Accot: of his Concerns and is to take care to defray all 
Charges . 

. Wee ha-.e hitherto delay'd Sending the Bowyer to Vizagapatam and Bengali 
for want of ad rises concerning the ffrench ships Postilion which was fitted in Bengall 
for Sailing in jfarch last and the :ffrench flleet of 5 Ships which we are certainly 
advised departed from Surratt on the 17 Aprill but whither bound unknown th<» 

16 
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~upposed for Bengali but we hope that Either the Bowyer or the King William will 
be wth: you before this. and bring you the Necessary Supply of Stock : we are 

P : S: 25th : June· 

Yor : Affectionat Freinds. 
N ATHLL : HIGGINSON. 

JOHN STYLEMA.N. 

WILLIAM FFRASER. 

FERANCIS ELLIS. 
RoGJl : llR_,DHYLL. 

CHARLES BARWELL. 
THOMAS WRIGHT. 
MATT : EMFSON. 

Wee have Reed: Yors Datd.: 5th: I3-st: with the accompaning Pacquett from 
l3engall. 

Inclosed is a list of mens names that Run away wth: the Josia Ketch from 
Madrass also a description of t4e Ketch we would have you give the necessary orders 
for the Ketch and men being Secured in case th·ey should come into any Forts to 
the northwards. · 

List of the Paoq~ : to Vizagapatam. 
No·.: 

1. IJupllcate ·or a tienu : letter lJat« : Htll : May Ho. 
2. Commission from the Court of Amiralty to Mr ~ Samuell Owen . 

. 3. lnterrogatorys Directed to Mr: Owen for the Examination of .Mr: Holcombe. 
4. Coppy of Mr: Holcombe Accot :. Sea Custm. , 

No. 73 
FFORl' sr: G.~:<.oRGB 25TH: JuNE 1696. 

To THE WoRPn: CHARLES EY:aE. 
AGENT &cA. : CouNOILL IY BEN GALL. • 

Last night we Reed: Yors: datd: 23 Aprill and 4th: May over land (wth :papers 
according to list) by woh: we Gladly underRtand the Arrivall of the Russell ~rigatt 
and the Assurance you give of her Early dispatch and that you will alsoe be provided 
to lade the flleet :ffrigatt by that time she will arrive wth: you. 

Wee cannot send you the addit.ionall Stocke of 4:00000 Rupees web: you acquainte 
us will b~ necessary for-the putting off the Europe Cloth to the :Merchts: wth: t 
money upon Dadne & you must not Expect from us ahoue 150000 Hupees weh : wtb: 
the Stock alr"ady sent by the fileet ffrigatt and Russell ffri~att will amo~: to About 
550000 Rupees and we can Send LO more unless we Rhould c) og your Markett wth : 
more Europe Goods of wch: you already complaine yu: have too much, and tl::.is Heems 
to be Sufficient both to dischal_'ge Yo" : Debts (and Considering the Goods Ready to 
provide Good cargos for the two small ships or Yor: Creditt cannot faile for a small 
Sume if occation Requires if there shall come more shipa they will bring more Stocke 
besides the commotions in Bengali Renders it not advisable to trust more stock there 
then is necessary for the <wsent business till you can make a Judgemt: of the Issue 
as appears by the C{j:}ticular Accot: you give of the passages between the Nabob 
Duan, & Rebel Raja. 

Goods baveing been formQrly Invoiced from the Fort to Subordinate ffactorys at 
the fiort price it was three Years agoe Resolved that all goods be Invoiced att prime 
cost, y'': the Proffitt of Subor~inat :ffactorys might appear, an .I to <(f}vent the bring· 
ing a losa upon the head fiactorys. by Damage wast and Charges Merchandize, it was 
thought Requisite to Charge 5 <fP" Cent upon all Goods Invoiced hence to any other 
:£factory woh: Indeed is too much upon Goods not wastable as lead &oa : but is not too 
much upon some & is too litle upon others that are Subject to want & damage and 
it would be too nice an accot: to make distinct Rates according to the quality of .Each 
sort of Goods 5 (@'Cent -was therefore calculated as a medium and tho in some 
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particular cases it may appear unreasonable yet 1\Pon the whole our :£factory is no great 
gainer by this method nor shall we gaine much upon the Cargoe Sent by the Russell 
firigatt for tho ye: Charges of Merchandize for unlading and Reladeing will not 
.Amount to much yet this :ffactory Snfiers Jl10re loss by ye : qamage of that Cargo 

·then the 5 <@ Cent Charged in Yor: Invoice will amots : to there being 40 Bales 
dama~e.d by Ships ~u~sell :ffrigat & King 'Yilliam we sent you none but what appears. 
to be not damaged 1t IS true the lead Invoiced to you by the Russell :ffrigatt do's not 

·come within the Reason, and intentions of the orders because it was not unladen 
·and the Charging of 5 ~ C~nt upon that would have been omitted if itt had been 
minded if you think it worth while you may Recharge to our .Accot: Pags : 131: 13; 

·advise us. 
It is very probable that Either Mr: Stanley paid to little for the House or the 

Compa : pay's to much Rent 20 "Rupees ~month for 350 Rqpees prime Cost lett a 
good Enquire be made of the Real Value of the House the Amount of the Yearly 
Repaire and. by whom it ha.th been paid ])p: Stanley hath wrote us a letter concern
ing it wherin he describes the defects of the Honse and inlarges much upon the 
~Greatness of the Charges in Repairing but his answel' is not Satisfactory. 

Our next will bring you orders for the. disposall of Mr: Peacheys Effects 
attached, wherein we could be more certaine if you had given· us an accot : of the 

· <{P'ticulars. 
Wee are of "Y or : opinion that Mottradass proposalls for buying all tlie broadcloth 

is not to. he .Accepted not wth : Respect to the price but the time wch : he tak~s for 
payment if you Could Sell for Ready money or for Goods deliverable within the 
Year it is better to take less (if you cannot gett so much) then to keep them upon 
Yor : hands when more is Expected, and Bengali must take of itts Share. 

If the delivery of the whole dadne will oblidge the Merchts: to complye wtb: 
their whole Contract it is better to deliver all at first when yu: have money enough 
but when you have not it is bet~er to delivr: f: i: i according to Yor: Stock then 

-to make no Investment at all. 
Capt: Merry hath Carryed the Anchol' wth: him and is answerable to you in 

Ben gall. 'Nee have Laden on the fHeet ffrigatt for Ben gall Lead [ . • . J and 
Redwood_ her Charterparty proportion ca: [ . . . ] lnclosed is the Receipt for 
1000 Don: on Cbarterparty, and the Pursers acknowledgmt of damaged Goods from 
.Bengali both web : papers must be sent home by the Ship. 

A £fortification in Bengali will doubtless be. very Acceptable to the Rt: Honble: 
Com p'l: .and usefull for Defence but it is not to be hoped that the M ogall will now 
Grant a :ffortification, and the Nabob cannot consent without his order, and if yu : 
do attempt it he would certainly put a stop both to the buildipg and Yor: bossiness, 
unless the <@valence of the Rebells diverts his notice, and if a :ffort be built-in Such 
a Juncture when the Rebells are overcome the Govermt: would doubtless not onely 
take notice of it, but order its demolishment, and it would be the occasion of a 
p!,Iblick quarrell. 

But you want accommodation for lodging and for Godowns woh : ought to be 
built dureable for the doeing of web : cau~e a good Rtore of bricks and Chinam to be 
J>rovided y' : when it is begone itt may be Carryed on wth : Expidition being a 
matter of Ureat i~portance we will consider of it and give you our best advice but 

:.11one can direct Except upon the place or by an Exact draught. we are 

Y <t: Afff'cte : Freinds 
NATBLL: HIGGINSON. 

JoJIN Srl'LEMAN. 
WILLIAM FFRASRR. 
FRANCIS }~LLIS. 
RoG:a : BBADDTLL. 

CH&RLES BARWELL. 
TH01 

: WRIGHT. -MA.n' : EMP~ON. 
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ADDITION To THE FoREGOING LE:rTER. 
Herewith is the Coppy of His Exrs: the Genu : &c" : Councill their letter 

sent you by Ketch Josia wch: arrived here on .the 5th: Instant wth : Red Earth as 
'@ Invoice consigned to you whereof wee took out 50 Candy and intended to nnlade · 
the halfe, supposing it wod: sell better here then Bengali but on the lith: Inst: at 

· / .. 9 a Clock att night (the master sick ashoar) the mate and o: more ~~urope men Run 
away wth : her and Carryed the Pacquet wth: them. Inclosed is a description of the 
Ketch men &c": give notice to any Ships that goe out on any voyage that they may 
if possible, be seized whenever mett wth: and sent to us we have wrote to Acheen 
and Mallacca you must Debt Yor: A.ccot: Currt: for the whole of the Red wood 
Earth, and Debt us for what we have Heed: . 

You will understand by the Genu : lettr : yt : the Intent of Sending the Ketch 
to you was to furnish Bombay. wth : Salt Petre to Kentilage their ships for Em·ope, 
and that the same was to oe dispatched from Bengali, as soon as the monsoon would 
(tp' mitt if you meet wth : an opperta.nity of Sending any Salt Petre to Bombay Either 
by hiring a vessell on purpose, or on £freight faile not to Send itt because the 
dispatch of their Ships Seems to depend 1ipon it. 

By the next opportunity send us twenty or thirty Rheam of Bengall Cartridge-
Paper. we a.re · · 

Yor: 4ffect.e: Freinds 
NATHLL: HIGGINSON. 
JOHN 8T:rLEMAN. 

, WILLIAM ll'FRASER. 
FRANCIS ELLIS. 
RoG11 : BRADDYLL. 
CHARLES BARWELL. 
THOS : wRIGHT. 
MATT : EMPSON. 

LIST OF THE p A.CQT: TO BENGALL. 

No: 1 : GenU: letter datd: 22th·: June 96 
2 GenU: letter datd: ·25 Do: 
3 Capt : John Merry Rec• : for 1000 Doll : on Char party : 
~ Acco' : Goods Short Reed: from & damaged <@' :ftleet ffrigatt Signed 1f) ye :--

J:'urser. 
5 List of men Run away wth: Ketch Josia 
6 Ooppy of Bombay GenU: Lt1: to Bengali datd: 16th: & 18 May 
7 Coppy of Ketch Josia's Invoice for Bengali 
8 Ooppy Capt: Backers Sailing orders datd :- 17th: May 96. 

No. 74. 
FJl'oRr s•: GEoRGE 4 JULr 1696 

To M•: SIMON HoLCOMBE -
CHEIBE &cA: OouNciLL ATT VIZAGAPA.T: 

On the 16 May last wee f!ient the Gingerlee Briganteen to be Repair'd att 
Vizagapatam. The Master now writes us that the Vessellleak'd more then they could 
pump and bale, and was forced for the saveiug of their lives to putt her ashore near 
Pettipollee, and yt: they have Saved ye: most part of the Stores belonging to the 
Briganteen, and.those sent for her Repaire and delivd: them toM': Noden, whom 
we have order'd by a letter now sent overland to Send to you by a hired boat wch: 
if itt shall arrive you before the King Williams Returne Send to us by the Sllip or 
Sell them att or near ye: prime Coat mentioned in the Inclosed accot: 

Pay the Master of the Said Brigantine "\Villiarn Griffen we sent you a lettE:r 
datd: 9th: 15th: May Duplicate whereof was sent overland wth: ours of 24: June 
whereby you will 1fceive the Reason why we have deferred the Sending of the 
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Treasure so long but we now hope the Hazard of ye: ffrench ffieet is over, as to 
Yor : Port because it is so long since they departed from Surra;t that they must be 

·passed by this if bound for Bengali directly wee have therefore Sent the King 
'William to you wth: Pags ~ 22000 in Rupees and Pags : as 'tP' Inclosed Invoice, .and 
bill of ladeing wch : will bee Sufficient for the last Contract but if by the Accident 
.of warr, or want of Cotton you find it more theri yon can make use of ~nd yt: it is 
not se0ure in Yor ·: ffactory. you may Returne the· overpluse to us by the King 
William._ ' · 

Wee have Reed: Yors: of Sd: May two datrt-: 2Sd: & the last 5 June. wth: the 
_Diarys and Pacquet and 1\:tr: Owens Accot: 

Lett the Moor l\Ierchts: ha.ve Creditt for the Broad cloth &ca: mention'd in 
.Yora: of-Sd : May bv Daniell Dubois in;the GenU: bookes & we will adjust itt wth: 
~h1m here since you S'ay that Primagee is u~oapable of paying. . ; :. . 

"\Vee shall debt Yor: Accot·: Pag'~: ~9: 7.: 4 for 1 ca: 5: 14: Cotton 
-wch: you Reed : from Metchlepatam by 1\1" : 'Ramptons Vessell being Rated at Pags : 
23 Ctfl' Candy. · · -

Yor : former letter a!l,vised of about 80 bales imbaled and about 60 bales Sorted 
and in the washermens Hands being· upon the ~ccot.: · of the former Contract and 
that you have delivd: the 10000 Pags : sent Ctfl' Russell ffrigatt to the Merchts: 
upon the Contract of Sd : March and that they made Good progress in providing the 

·cloth wth: wch: the aforementioned 140 bales will make up about 300 bales woh: we 
Supposed may be Ready by yt : time the King William Arrives wth: you and if you 
keep the Ship till the money now sent be investd : and any considerable part thereof 
imbaled she will stay longer then is convenient and at last briug away but a small 
quantity, and Run the hazard of meeting the Moonsoon here, besides the uncertainty 
of the ffrench ffi.eet their designs and of the plaoe to woh: they are bound Renders it 
Advisable not to lett the Ship lye long in a place we therefore order you, to lade on 
board so many bales as you can gett Ready by the latter part of this montl~, so as yt: 
.She may be in Readiness to Sail in ye : begining of A'\lgust if a slatoh should then 
happen fair fof her Returning hither wch: is not impro[b ]able, because the full 
moon will be about the 4th: day and that the' ship may not be detained for want of 
Invoice and bill of ladeing lett them be finished and Yor : lettr: Ready to deliver 
and upon the first oppertunity of a,wind give the Comr : 'his dispatch but if the Ship 
shall be detained by contrary winds y4lu may afterwards lade any bales woh: you can 
gett Ready in the mean time, and take. another bill of ladeing and make another 
Invoice. 

If Yor: Dookes are not Dallanced for Aprill last clear of the Accot : of Mr : 
Dubois, Owen Focquett and ·Chapmen by Accot : Ourrt : and we will bring their
balla,nce into our bookes and state their Accot : in them l\![r : Owen must have 
·Creditt for the 200 Pags : Recoverd of Presidt :·Yah~. 

So soon as Yor: bookes are finished sendus overland the·:ffoot of Yor: proffitt 
and LoRs, and Yor : Leidger ·Acoot : Ourrt : wth: ye : J ournell 'tP'cells that your 
Accot; Ourrt : may be adjusted in our bookes and send Yor : bookes by ye: ship 

·-One pair for England and one to Remain here. ' " 

You are not to unders.tand the foregoing order about dispatching the Ship in 
the begining of August, as .if itt limit ted you positively to ye : first day whether you 
have gott in the greatest part of the 10000 Pags : or no possibly Yor : Merohts: 
may bring in the beteelas first, arid may by that time have brought in but a small 
part of the long· cloth &ca : you inay have a .considerable quantity of long cloth, and 
Sallampores Ready for Sorting wob; may be dispatched in aJew days in woh: case 
you must use Yor : own discretion, our intention beiug that you send us as m9J?Y 
bales as you can and the sooner the ship is dispatche:i the better, and ought not to. 

17 
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stay for a few bales and for the ~ettr: dispatch send us as much Brown long cloth 
as you think convenient. we _are 

LIST OF THB- PACQUET : 
No: 1: GenU: lettr : datd ~ 4: July 96. · 

2 Invoice of Ship King W m: 
S Bill . of ladeing of Do : -
4: List of Stores· on Briganteen Ginger lee. 
5 List ~f Do : ·and prize. 

--
No. 75~ 

To M• :-PHILIP N ODEN 

MERCRT: ATT METCHLEPATAM. 

Yo : A:fiectionte: ffreinds. 
-NATRr.r.; HIGGINSON. 
JoHN STYLEM:AN. 
WILLIAM FFRASER. 
FRANCIS ELLIS. 
RoG•: Bru.nDYtL. 
CHARLES DARWBLL .. 
Taos : WRIGHT. 
MA:rr: EMPSO.ll •. 

FBORT St: GEOllGE 6 JULY 1696 ... 

- Yor·: letter datd: 9'h: May acquaints that the ffactorys of Metchlepatam and· 
:Madapo1lam wants Repair,. in ans~er to web : we Order you not to lay out one fanam 
on tha R1 : Honble: Compas: A ceo': Either in Repairing or any other ffactory-

· Charge, untill you have our·Express order, and if you doe it sball not be allowed you 
in Accot: nor any thing that you have all Ready Expended, as we formerly advised 

- you that we permitted_you to Stay att Yor: own Ch~rge, but the Compa: is to be
att no Charge for Repairs Rent Servts : Presents or any thing therefore if you cannot 
Stay on your own Charge come away hither. -

.The E:pding of Controversy between the wife and Children of Pottana who was 
the Compa: 1\lercht: is approved, and if you can_. find means to Compel] Sundee
Jagga to pay his Debt to Mr: Wynn, and to the Compa: you may goe ou wth: itt, 
but we Suspect you will bring your Bel ves into troubles by intermedling- in such 
affairs andy': the Government will at last catch you in some snare or other you 
must therefore be very cautious and Remember that the Comp8 

: cannot be at any 
Charge Either for the Managemt: of such business or for [freeing] you from trouble
if you meet -:wth: any. 

William Gri-fien has sent us an Accot_: of y•: ..Stores &c": Saved of Gingerlee 
Brigantine and cfd. into your hands at Mctchlepatam :ffactory send them_ all to 
yr: Holcombe &c": at Vizagapatani by a hired boat, and lett ~tr : Griffen &o" :~ 
Repair thither immediately that they may from thence gett a. passage hither it they 
cannot meet wth: a passage from Metohlepatam hither directly if you want money 
for -,•: payment of the necessary Charges you may sell some of the Cordage. 

Inclosed is a list of some Goods woh :. were laden by .rJ.r: Chardin on the Bri
ganteen for Mr: Holcombe A coot: he desires they may be Sent to Mr: Holcombe by 
the same Conveyance wth : the other things, and yr : Holcombe is to pay his pro-
portion of the Charge aliso a. list of all that belonged to the Vessel and the Stores 

_laden on her for her Repair at Vizagapatam weh: will direct you to make Enquirey 
for the Several! things that are imbezelled. . _ . 
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Send us Yor: Accot: of wi: you have Bec4 : for the- Rt: Honble_: Compa.: 
Acco": 

y or : loveing ~reind.s 
NATHIJ.: HIGGINSON. 

JOHN STYLE.MA.N. 

W ILLLUI D'RA.SER. 
F.R.ANCIS ELLIS. 
RoGB : BRADDYLL. 
0HARL'EB BARW ELL. 

TH08
: \VRIGHT. 

MATT: EMPSOY. 

LIST OF THE PACQ,UBT. 

_No: 1 Generall letter datd: 6: July 96 : 
2 List of Stores belonging to the Gingerlee Brigantine. 
3 Accot: Goods Laden by M": Chardin on Brigantin Gingerlee Consign'd ~o 

yr : Holcombe. 

To CAPr: JAMES TnwAITS 

_CoMB: oF SHIP WILLIAM~ 

No. 78. 

Haveilig laden the Treasure &ca.: designed for Vizagapatam, you are order'd on 
Receipt hereof to goe aboard and wih : the first oppertunity of wind and weather to 
weigh Anchor and sett Saile and make the best of yor: way for the most speedy 
attaining of the port of Vizagapatam where when arrived deliver our letter 
directed to Mr Simon Holcombe Cheife &ca.: Council! ·for affairs of the Rt : 
Hon b1e: English East India Compa : unto whom you goa Consigned and ·whose 
orders you are to £follow for your unladeing laqing and Returne we hav~ ordered 
·them to lade as many bales as they ~hall ha:ve Ready by the last of this month that 
you may be in a R~adyness to Sail upon the full moon in the begining of August if 
there shall then happen a fair elatch or by the first oppertunity after the full moon, 
whereof we give you notice that f you J may order the bu~;ine~s of yor : Ship Accord· 
ingly, the uncertainty of ye : design or place to wch: the ffrench ships are bound 
will oblidge you to keep watch, and be in a possition of defence if you meet w th : 
the Ketch J osia wch: 7 Europe men and 14 Lascars Run away wth: from this Road 
on the 11th : June ·cause her to be seized and the Europe men secured in Irons and 
the Vessell and men to be brought hither we wish you a Good Vo_yage and date 
these in ffort St : George this 4th: day of July 169t>. 

No. 77. 

To THB Rr : W Of1PLL : CHARLBS EYRB 

AGENT &c": CouNCILL IN BBNGALL. 

NATH LL: HIGGINSON. 

tl OHN OTYLEJl!A.N. • 

WILLIAM FFRASER. 
FRANCIS ELLIS. • 

RoG 2 : BRADDYLL. 

CHARLES B.HtWELL. 

THOMAS WRIGHT. 

MAt~ : EMPSON •. 

FFORT ST: GEORGE 17 ':rH: JULY 96. 

· O~r iast le~ters were datd : 2_2d : & 25~ : · J una both sent _C(p' ~ship S ta: Cruse 1:!;-ir 
belongmg to CoJa Esuph who proiD1ssed to dehver them wth: his own hand Coppyes 
whereof come3 Inclosed. . 

Wee send by the Mary Bowyer Rup • : 100000 wch: is as much, as is convenient 
to venture upon her and indeed is all the Rupees 'Ye have Ready if. another oppertu· 
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nity happen w~ shall send about :50000 Rupees more & that is aU you can Expect from 
us -unless ships arrive ~rom Europe before· the monsoon in! CJil8 : of 2:3 d: Aprill you 
mention only the Rece1pt of 13 Ches_ts Dollars <ij} ffieet ffr1gatt and 17 4000 Hupees 
<ij} Russell but we sent 53000 Rup~ : ~ the fileet besi~es the E~rope Goods by both 
ships all w oh : must· be Accounted mto Yo-r : Stock tho you call1t vast quantity and 

·eant be disposed off but by add~g 1i money in giveing out dadney at ~ oh :Rate you 
will want at least 4000000 Rup8 

: to put it off but since you will not have so much ' 
money (after your Debts are paid) some other method must be contri\"ed for its 
disposall, tho yo.u abat[ e] the pr!ce because you l!lay depend upon a further Supply 
<>f Europe Goods by the next Shtps. · 

Wee have heard nothing concerning the :ffrench since our last itt hath been 
thought probable by some that they are gone directly home from Surat but it is 
Generally Supposed that they are. still in India, & that they will visitt Bengali before 
th'ey leave India. Pray £aile not to Send us· all neCf?3Sary advices as they come to 
Yor : knowledge concerning their arrivall in Bengali and their designs the Ships 
now· in Bengall Provisions of Goods· for Europe Muster of men &ca: 

· By the Martha we R.eturned you 9 bales of Maulda Cloth w oh: you sent us by 
_that ship and wee then wrote to you largely concerning Mr : Peachey in our letter 
datd: 24th: June 1695 ·by Yore,: of the 14th: August 1695 you Acknowledge th~ 
Receipt of the-Bales and promiss and answere to our .letter, but you have wholey 
-omitted it for want of web : wee cannot· proceed against M r : Peachey by_ the first 
'Send· us a qf}ticular answe~e, to that letter aliso to M r: Peacheys Answere to 
Uumshams Complaint sent you wth : our letter datd: 9th: Octobr : 1695. 

Dy the ffieet :ffrigatt wee sent. Mr : Gardiner Dunster whom the Ut : Honble: 
Compa : Genll : letter to us by the Ship mentions to be sent a :£factor for the bay 
whereof wee did not then advise lett him Enjoy his station as :ffactor. 

In the Invoice ~ fH.eet :ffrigatt the Cost & Charges Merchandize of S 1lt petre 
.and other Goods &re not distinguish~d the Accot : of. Each ought to appear. 

Inclosed is a li.st of store [s 1 to be provided & sent us by the Rt : H on bla: 

Compa. : Ships and Coppy of our ord.er of Consultation datd : 18th! Inst : occasioned 
by the warrant obtained from the Court uf Admiralty by Mr : Wm: Pro by against 
M.r : George Crooke. , 1 

Wee have no Enginer to Send you to direct buildings but as formerly advised 
wee think you should proceed in the finishing of the £factory, and Closeing up the 
East & West Sides wch ; are now open wth : Good strong buildings for lodgings 
.and Godowns to Secure from fire theives and Robbers and the walls and filoors 
strong Enough to .bear Gunns upon occasion. 

His EXOY: at Bombay sent the Ketch J osia to fetch Salt Petr~ for Kentilageing 
of ships for Europe, and doe informe us of the necessity they are in for want of it. 
The Ketch being Run away we have no other VesseH to send from hence, but it is 
our Resolution to send one if possibly procurable_ but for fear of a disappointment 
wee desire the .Agent &oa : Owners of Ship Grevhound (now at Vizagapatam & 
bound hither) to Empower Mr : Dradd)'ll apt : owner and whome they think fitt to 
Contract wth : us for the hire of said ship to serve this occasion or if you meet wth : 
an oppertunity of Ladeing 500 OJ; 600 baggs of Salt petre on £freight for Bombay in 
the month of August or begining of Septembr : you may notwithstanding any thing 
that wee have wrote we are 

· Y or : very A:ffecte : :ffreind [ s J 
NATHLL: HIGGINSON. 

JOHN 8TYLBUAN. 
WILLIAM FJI'll.ASER, 

FRANCis ELLis. 
RoGa: BRADDYLL. 

CHARLES HARWELL. 

THo8 : WRIGHT.· 

MA'l'T: EMPSON. 
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LIST OF THE PACQ.UET. 
No: 1. Genll :letter datd: 17 July 96 

2. Coppy Do: datd : 22 June 96 
3. Coppy Do : datd : 25 Do : . 
4. Parg~: Consultation 18 July' 96 
5. Invojce of Mary Bowyer • 
6. Bill of ladeing of Ditto 
7. List of Stores to be sent from Bengali 
8. List of Goods laden on the Mary Bowyer .on :ffreight 
9. Accot : Disbursement on ye : Mary Bowyer 

10. Genll: Lettr : to Mr : Stanley &oa: at Ballasore 
11. List of the Pacquet 

J, 

LisT oF SroRES TO .BE SENT FROM 13ENGALL BY THE Rr: HoN11L•: CoMP' : 
SHIPPING AS OPPERTUNITY , OFFERS. 

Sugar • . • . • • 100 baggs 
Ovle • • . . • 100 Jarrs 
l3~tter • 50 Jarrs 
Hunns : ps _. . . . 4 000 all the best sort 
Ropes . .· Candy 25 
Twine . . . . Ditto 10 . 
·wheat . . . . . . . 2()0 baggs 
Wax cloth for Package 200 p8 

: to bee made of Gun• : of 36 Covitts 
Rice as much as there is Roome 
Saltpetre . . • 500 or 1000 Tons 
Match . . . . . . . 10 : Candy 
Cartridge paper . • . • • 10 Rheam 
Bees Wax • . • . 5 Cl;l.ndy 
Arack . . . . . . • 10 Buts 
Bengall Canvis . 100 Bolts 
Sealing wax . . . . l Maund 
If no Ship of the Rt: Honble: Compa: then to send the following on ffreight 

Baggs 50 
Rheam 5 

by next opportunity 
Wheat Rundeepore 
Cartridge Paper 

• . Candy 2 Bees wax .. 
Sealing wax . . • • Maund 1: 

No. 78. 

To M s ; SIMON HoLCoMBE CnEIF E &o"' : 
CouNCILL ATr VIzAGAPATAM. 

FoRT 8': GEoRGE 17rH: JutY 96. 

Our last was the 4th : Inst: @' King William wch : brought you money &ca: to 
the .Amo': Pag : 22158: 21: 5 on the 15th: Inst: wee Reed: Yors: of the 24th: past 
wth: the Bengall Pacquet ('ij}' ship Greyhound and Yo": Diary lett tlie Chest unknowne 
be sent hither by Ship IDng William. 

Wee have Reed: no advices concerning the £french ship it is Generally supposed. 
that they are still in India and upon that Consideration it is not convenient that the 
King William stay longer then is necessary in Yor : Port. 

Wee sent you by this boat two Chests Rose water and have ordered M' : N oden 
to send you by her all the N ecessarys of Metchm : and Madapollam :£factory woh : we 
cane gett off you may take what is fitt for Yor: £factory, and send us the Rest by 
the King "\Vm: (if they come time Enough) or any other conv:einance [sic J. 

We C{?'mitt Mr : N oden to Reside att Metchlepatam or Madapollam dureing the 
absence of the :ffactorys wch : wee are not ordered to Besetle in the mean time His . 

18 
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Residence may be usefull for the <W-servation of the English Priviledge upon web : 
acco1;: we have directed yr : N oden upon his Representing the Controversy between 
Potta.nas widow and sons, to Endeavour to putt an ena to itt but it seems the widow 
women applied to the Countrey Goverm1;: the Result whereof is as M_r: Noden writes 
that by ye: Kings Husbul-)lookum they are ordered to stand to the Judgemt: given 
by the .knglish ffactory ~ut still the wom~n applyes to the Seer lascar wch : is the 
occasion of their goeing that way wee would have yn: to concerne Yor : selves so far 
as you find necessary for upholding the English priviledge and that you may better 
understand the Cause wee Have Ordered Mr: Noden to give you a particular Accot: 
thereof and of all other business. that he meddles wth : and to ffollow Yo'": orders. 
Those :ffactoryes being under the same Goverm~ : wth : Vizagapatam yr : .N" oden 
complains that the :ffactory building want[s] Repair, and_ that landlords of some 
Ground att Metchlepatam d~mand Rent we have often wrote him, that the Rt: 
Honblo: Compa: must not be att one fanam Charge for Repairs Rent Servants wages 
-or anything Else, wch: )OU are to observe. Wee have agreed wth: Callwa Chitte 
that you shall pay to his order, so much as you think Reasonable for the ffreight of 
the Rose water, and what Laden att Matchlapatam the boat is bound for Ganjam 
a.nd is to call att Vizagapatam for delivery of those Goods Send us 1000 Good Gunnyes 
by the King WM : if procurable a Candy or two of Robes and a Candy of twine and 
two or_ three Candy of wax if Good procurable and 10 or 20 p• : of wax: Cloth for 
Package, wch: wee want an~ cannot att 4ftsent-<W-cure. we are 

'To M.• : PHILIP N ODEN 

ATT METOHLEPAT.AM. 

Y or : Affecte : Freinds 

N ATHLL : HIGGINSON. 

JOHN S·rYLEYAN. 

WILLIAM .FRAsER. 

FRANCIS ELIJS. 

RoG .. : BRADDYLL. 

CHARLES BARW.EnL. 

THoMAS WRIGHT. 

MAn : EMPsoN. 

FoRT 87 : GEORGB 17'2 
: JuLY 96. 

Wee wrote you the 6th: lnst: Mr: Holcombe &oa : advise us that they want a 
bell, and severall house necessaryes web: are at Metchlepatam and Madapollam by 
this boat belonging to the Callaway Chitte you may-send whatever yon cane con
veniently lade upon her, consigned to Mr: Holcombe&,.,: wtb: the boatmens Receipt 
an.d list and take any other oppertunity wch : shall happen for sending the Rest Either 
th1ther or hither. -

Pottanas wife and son being gone to the Seer Lascars wee have wrote to yr: 
Holcombe &ca: to ta~e cognisance of their difference and to Endeavour to putt an 
End to them in Such manner as will best Suite wth : the 1f>'servation of the English 
priviledges we would therefore have you give them a <W'ticular Accot: of the case, 
allsoe concerning Sundra Ingga [? Linga J and the Debt due from Potana to the Ht : 
Honble: Compa: that they may the better understand how to proceed, & as well in 
these as in any other .business WCh: you shall meddle wth: observe their orders 
-wah : they can better give, and assist you, then we those ffactoryes being all under the 
Goverm': of the Seer lascar wtb : whome they have frequent Correspondance. 
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Wee have agreed wth : Callawa Chitta yt : 1\fr : Holcombe &ca. : shall pay to 
·his ord': so much as they thinke Reasonable for the ffreigbt of what you shall lade. 
wee are 

No. 80. 

·'To yn : HENRY STANLEY CHEIFE &cA. : 
CouNciLL ATT BALLASORE. 

Yo' : A:ffecte : Friends 
N A'l'HLL : HIGGINSON. 

JoHN STYLEMAN. 
WILLI~M FFRASER, 

FRANCis Er.us. 
RoGR : BRADDYLL. 
CHARLES BARWELL. 
THOMAS WRIGHT. 

MATI: EMP30N. 

Wee Reed: M : Stanleys lettr: concerning Capt: Tylers House, of web: wee 
have wrote to the Agent &ca.: but we have observed you to bee very Remisse in send
-ing us advices of many occurences.wch: have happined, and must have omitted to 
Accquaint us it is a Great neglect notwithstanding former admonition whereof you 

·take no notice. ,. 
wee strickley order you to be. more carefull for the, future, and faile not to 

.advise us of all occurrences woh: you can judge <ij)per to Remitt when you have 
occasion to send Patamars to Vizagapatam wee dont mean that upon every tri:fHing 
.occasion you should send Pattamars on purpose but upon Extraordinary ~mergents 
.as if the £french ships arrive we would have you send us immediate notice wth: as 
. ~ticular Accot: of their Ships men &ca. : as you can Suddainly learn. wee are 

-To Mil : ANDREW GooDMAN 
MasTER oF MARY BowYER. 

No. 81. 

Y or : Loveing :ffreinfls 
NATH LL: HIGGINSON. 

JOHN StYLEMAN. 
WILLIAM FFRASBB. 
ll'li'RANOIS ELLIS. 
RoG :a: BRADDYLL. 
CH!RtBS BAR WELL. 
THOMAS WRIGHT. 
MATT : EMPSON. 

Haveing laden aboard said Bowyer what design'd, you are ordered on Receipt 
hereof to Hepair on board forthwith and w th: the first oppertunity of wind and 
wheather to weigh anchor & Sett Saile and make the best of Yor : way for obtaining 
the port of Chuttanutte in Bengall where when arrived y11 : are to deliver our lettr : 
herewith deliv d: you as directed to the Rt : W orpll : Charles Eyres &c a : Councill 
.in Bengali unto whom you are consigned and whose orders you [are] to :ffollow for 
your upladeing and further proceeding Edward Tench one of the Rt : Honble : Compas: 
Pillotts of Bengali going wth: you you are to deliver to him the charge of the Bowyer 
when you are got within Point Pallmeras in order to the Piloting of ye : Bowyer over 
the Braces and up the River to Chuttanutte avoid speakeing wth: any Ship or Vessell 
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and ~ticnlarly avoid going into Ballasor Road for fear the ffrench ships should 
be there wte wish you a good voyage, and date this in :fiort St : George this 22th: 
July 1696. 

No. 82. 

N ATB Lio: HIGGINSON • 

JoHN STtLEMAN. 
WILLIAM FFRASEH. 

FRANCIS ELLis. 
Hoa• : BRADDYLL. 

CHARLES BARW.ELL. 
THOMAS WRIGHT. 

MArr: EmsuN. 

FFORT gr: GEORGE 27u: JUNE 1696. 

To THE HoNBLJ:: WILLIAM HATSELL PRESIDT : 

OF FoRT Sr : GEORG8 & GovERN a: 011' FoRT 
sr : DAVID &c .. : CoUNCILL .AT FoRT s'l' : 
DAVID. 

This is onely to advise that the King "\Villiam arrived last night and brought 
us Yor : Gen11 : Lettr : d.atd: 23d: Inst : (&c•: papers) wr: in you advise to have 
sent Peter Holland att St : David a Prisoner in Irons for haveing deserted his post 
and Run away wth: his Armes woh: being a crime of a high nature and proper for 
the Cognizance of a Court Marshall wherein the Judges must t9'ceed upon Evidence 
wee have thought it fitt to Retu.rne him to you to be tryed by a Court Marshall to 
be called for what purpose woh: will ~vent the further troubles of Sending hither 
not onely the two l'eons you mention, but the Corporall Serjt : or any others who 
cane give Evidence and is more proper, yt : Such a Crimenall bee punished in the 
place where the Crime is com.itted wee have therefore ordered John Campion 
Master of Sloop St : David to take him aboard, and Deliver him to you. wee are 

Omitted to be entred till now. 

To JOHN CAMPION llisT& : 
OF Sr : DAVID YATOH. 

No. sa. 

Yor : A:ffeote: Freinds 
NATHLI.: HIGGINSON. 

JOHN Sl'iLmA.l'i. 
W II.IJAlr FERASBR. 

FBA.NCIS ELLis. 
Boa• ; BRADDYLL. 

CHARLES HARWELL. 

You Are hereby ordered to· Receive aboard Yor: Yatch Petre Hollandia at St ~ 
David a Prisoner in Iro;ns, and him Safely keep, and upon yr : arrivall att fiort gt : 
David deliver him unto the Order of the Govr : and Councill there for wch : this 
shall beyr : Want : datd : in ffort St : George this 27th: June 1696. · 

N ATRLL : HIGGINSON. 

JoHN SmEMA.....'i. 

WILLIAM FH.RASER. 
FRANCIS ELLis. 
RoGJl. : BRADDYLL. 

CHARLES BARWKLL. 
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FFORT ST : GEORGE 21 JuLY 1696. 
No. 84. 

To THE HoNBu: \YILLIAM liATsEtL -
P.RESIDT : OF FoRT ST : GEORGE AND Gova : O.ll' 

FoRT ST DAVID & o• : AT FoRT ST: DAVID. 

Wee have this day drawn a bill upon you for two thousand Page : payable on 
sio-ht to Punapa Chitte for the Vallue Reed : of Serap~ &ca. : 1\lerchta : and is to
Wvent hazard by land Cariage and s.erv~ their C{P"sent occasion for procureing Clo~h 
att Worior Pollam and when they brmg 1t from thellce by land to :ffort St : Davtd 
thro the Chellumbrum Country if they Request YoT : Assistance of lett111 : for the 
free passing of their Goods according to Sallabad, lett them have it and when their 
Goods come to :ffort St : David lett them passe hithsr by boat the ~cells being 
Sealed wth: the Rt : Honble: Compa: Seal and advise us thereof that wee may 
demand the Custome of all that comes, being upon the Accot : of an Investment. 
which they have contracted to deliver in September. wee are 

As occasion Requires you may 
continue to draw bills upon us. 

Yo& : affactionte: Freinds 

NATHLL: HIGGINSON. 
JOHN STYLEMAN, 
\VILLIAM FRASER. 

FRAN CIS Er.Lrs. 

No. 85. 

Ro~ : BRAD IHLL. 

CHARLES HARWELL. 

THOMAS \VRIGHT. 
l\IATT: EMPSON. 

FFORT ST : GEoRGE 27T«: JuLY 169o. 

To THE HoNBLB : LAuRENCE , PITT Cou,lqCELLH. : 

ExTRAORDINARY oF INDIA AND GoVERN&: oF NEGAPT: 
&c" : CoAsT CoRMANDELt: FOR AFFAIRS oF THB itT : 

HoN 11LB : N ETHBRLANDS EAsT INDIA CoMPA : 
Ho_sBLB: 

On the 20th: Inst :I reed: Yor: Hon111 : lettr: of 14/24 ac·companying a pacquet. 
from Jaffnapata.m directed to me wch: came from Galle, and was written by the 
Supracargo and Master. A Country Ship web: came from China bound for Bombay 
(unto wch: itt belongs) and at Galle heareint:; of the ffrench Ships being on the Coast. 
of ~Iallabar, Staid there for :-\ecurity the Pacqt onely contains the Accot : of their 
Voyage butt no manner of news, nor any thing fitt to communicate to Yor: Honr : 
so yt : I have nothing to add upon this occasion but to Render my humble thanks for 
Yor: favour wch: I cannot Requite unless Yor : Hour : will please to lay Yor : 
Commands upon mee, wch: I shall Readily obay in the mean time will thankfully 
Repay the Charges occasioned by the forementioned l'acqt :, and by the Sending 
Cantore hither when Yor : Honr : shall please to advise its Amot : 

.. I have had no ad vice concerning the :ffrench ships since their departure from. 
Suratt nor can I make any judgement of their future design if Yor: Honr: call 
I pray Yor: Hon': to favour me wth: your advice web: will further oblidge 

Yor : Honr : Affect : ffreind and 
very Humble: Servant 

NATHLL: IIIGGINRON. 
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No. 86. 
FoRT ST: GEoRGE 3QTB: JuLY 1696. ' 

'To THE HoNBLB : WILLIAM HATSELL . 
_ PREsiDT : oF FoRT ST : GEORGE AND GovERN:s. : oi FoRT 

ST: ·DAVID &c•: CouNOILL ATT FFORT ST: DAviD. 
Our last was 21th: Inst: ad viseing of a bill drawn on you for 2000 Pags : 

payable to Serapa &oa.: Merchta: the Severall Bills mentioned in Yor: of 23 June 
..Sd ; l~th: 14th : Ins11 : to be drawn on us, are paid Vizt: 

To_]~{r: 'fho8
: Wright Pag" : 120: 

Mr : Richd : Elliott 4 91 
· Mr: Dan11 : Chardin 120 

Mr: Stephen Frewen 110: 28 

'The Sooping of Pepper is convenient Tho ye: loss is considerable in the weight yet· 
is more saved in the £freight and Custome wch: would be otherwise paid for Dust 
in England. · 

The five Souldrs: · woh : y~m sent and [permitted] to come may Remaine here, 
~nd you may send us the Rest of our men before the mon~oon. . 

The Loss in the III:easure pf the Paddy sent you by King William i~ about 2 ~ 
{)ent and may· arr-ise partly from Reali wast, and partly from the difference in 
m~asureing but the -losse upon the Rice is about 10~ ~ Cent and must proceed 
Either from an abuse in the measureing or boatmen here or att :ffort St: David or 
the Ship did not · deliver all this difficult to find it out ye : Conacople here sais hee 
-delivered 20 ·garse th~ Mastr: or Purser not Reoeiving it by measure say they have 
-delivered all y'': they Reed: and Yor: Concoplea have Reed: no more then 17 
Garse 858 mer: By what can any of these bee Charged wth: the loss or wch: if the 
ooatmen or Cooleys have stole itt those of Fort st: George or ffort gt: David and 
:after this Hate wee shall be allwayes Subject (as wee have allwayes been) to be 
-cheated wth :out a Remedy because the losse cant bee fixt wth: any Certainty upon 
Either of the partyes thereis therefore a necessity of Reducing it to a Certainty 
Either by agreeing the wast w:th : the mastters when it is shott or by putting a Seal 
·upon Each bagg. . 

Wee want Mr : Griffiths Accot : and ye : weight of the Beaven Slabs of lead 
-4eli vd : short by Ship l{ing William. 

One of the ministers shall come to you as desired as Yor : Bales can be got 
Ready and as oppertunity offers before the monsoon send them to us. 

Wee have neither wax nor Europe Iron nor can procure any but wee shall send 
.:you Red Betelas nails and PaFer by the St: David Yatch by woh: conveiyhance 
Mr : But'l:erfeild will take his paflsage. • . ·. 

Wee have not Reed: any particular directions from the Rt: HonblA: Compa.: 
'for the manner of holding a Court Marshall. InClosed is the Judge Ad vacates ad vice 
we Require from Mr : Heins the Reason why the ffort gt: navid bookes so often 
wrote for are not sent this is the last time yt•: wee shall demand them of him his 
-old CW"tence of want of writers will not E:x:·cuse his neglect. 

The King William . departed hence on the 5th : Inst : for Vizagapatam to take 
in their bales wch : will doe some thing towards her Ladeing and we doubt not but 
wee shall be able to Send her home full and well Laden soon after the monsoon. we 
:are 

Yor : very .Affeote: Freinds 
NATJiLL: HIGGINSON. , 
JoHN STYLEMAN. 
WILLIAM FFRASER. 
RoGB.: BRADDYLL. 

CHARLES BARWELL. 
THOMAS 'VRIGHT. 
MArT: EMPSON. 



.Letters from Fort St. Gtor9e, 1696 

No. 87. 

"'To THE 'VoRPLL: CHARLEs· ExRR 
AGENT &o•: CouNOILL oP BENGALI.. 

FFORT ST: GEORGE 3»: A UGT: 1696. 

75 

Our last was the 17th : past Coppy whereof comes Inclosed since wch : wee have 'E· Ship d. 
beard nothing of the ffrench ships if they come to Bengali pray fail not to give us Ia.mon 

Speedy and perticular advices of all Circumstances of th.eir <IJ9'ceedings so far as you 
~an gain intelligence if [It'sJ Reported that :ffather Tachard wth: 4 or 5 other 
Jesuites who came wth: him from France upon this :ffieet, left it in Surat and imbarked 
upon a .Mores ship, wrh ·: sailed under Portugeeall Colours in May last for Bengali 
Enquire and ad visP. whether they arrived in Bengali, 'and their proceedings Tachard 

·is supposed tt> bee the Cheife Projector of the Designs of this :ffieet. 
'The Diamond Capt: Laurence Comr: being a good Country Ship wee have sent 

you by her Chests qt: Rupees Madrass ~ 5000 as· <tJ9' inclosed Invoice and bill of 
ladeing. wee despair of an opportunity of sending you more this Year and it being 
late Could not stop ye ship till more is coined otherwise should have sent vu: 
20000: rup more in few dayes Send us 5 or 10 md : of that Cotten thread bought 

·for England and 5 or 10 md: of that sort of Cott: thread of wch : the ordinary 
Gurrahs of 24 Co: long and 20 Runces !W' Corge are made :Mr: Chardin haveing 
obtained a warrant from the Court of Admiralty ag[a]inst lP: William Bowridge 
that be may bee oblidgd: to Answeer his demands in the Court of Admiralty here, 
the intent thereof is not to compell.Mr : Bow ridge to appear <IJ9'sonally but to answer 
by an Attorney. 

No. 88. 

To THE Rr : WoRpLL: CHARLEs EYRE 
AGENT &c'-: CouNOILL IN TIENGAI.L: 

Yor Atyecte: ffreinds, 

NATHLL: HIGGINSON. 
JOHN STYLEMAN. 
WILLIAM FFRASKR. 
FRANCIS ELLIS. 
RoGR : "HRAD.LIYLL. 
CHARLES BARWELL. 
THOMAS WRIGHT. 

MATT: EMPSON. 

FFORT gr: GEORG~ 4 AUGUST 1696. 

\Vee have this_ morning Reed : advice from yr: Soams fro~ Acheen that ye: 
Mocha ffrigatt men conspaired near Acheen bound for China and Kill'd the 

· Commandr : Capt : Edgcome and setting 17 officers and men ashoar who Refused to 
Join wth: them the h'est are gone with the Ship upon the Privateer Accot: and they 
_have deClar'rl that they will take all ships they meet wth: God preserve honest men 
from their villanious and bloody hands. The Josia Ketch wch: was Carryed out of 
this Road in June last proceeded for N iccabars [for J provisions from whence they 
designd to proceed for Acheen when they Expected to meet wth : the Mocha 
ffrigate, wth: whose man an agrE>emt: was before made att Bombay by the mate 

-of ye: Josia Ketch but God has prevented their wicked design, one James Cruffe 
the Armorer of Ship fHeet ffrigatt who had been traped into their Company 
and forced to goe "'th : them from henoe tooke an oppertunity when the Rest where 
(all but one) gon~ ashore to plunder and Murd~r the Natives of Nicabar, and Cutting 
the Cable made for !cheen whither itt pleas'd God to dire~t them not one aboard 
understanding Navigation and ye : Pirats are left upon the Niccabars where doubtless 
the Natives will punish ym: Capt : Perriamen makes a tradin&Z voyage to Bengali 

:and to Return hither in ye : next northerly monsoon there is occasion for his Return-
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ing hither therefore if he desires liberty of passaga to England on ye ·: Russell 
:ffrigatt, you must not grant it him. we are. 

No. 89. 

Yor .: very Affecte: Freinds 
NATHLL: HIGGINSON. 
JOHN 8TYLEMA.N. 
WILLIAM FRASER •. 

FRANCIS gLLIS. 
RoGR : BRAllDYLL. 
CHARLES BARWELL. 
T-HOMAS WRIGHT. 

MATT: EMPSON. 

FFORT Sr : GEoRGE 4 AuGr : 1696. 
To Ma : HENRY STANLEY 

CnEIFE &cA : ATT BALLAsonR. . . 
. Wee haveing laden Treas!]:re on. the Ship Diamond Capt : Laurence Comr : for~ 

the Rh : Honbie : Compa: Accot : wee would have You give him fill Ready assistance 
upon pis Request in procureing and sending him a Pilot to Carry the ship into the 
Rive'\', we are · 

No. 90. 

Y or : Loveing Freinds 
N ATBLL : HIGGINSON 
JOHN 81YLBMAN. 
W ILLIAl\I FFBASBR. 
FRANCIS ELLIS. 
}{oGa: BRADDYLL. 
CHARLES BABWBLTJ, 

THO~AS WRIGHT. 

MATT : EMPSON. 

Jr : GEoRGE 5T11 : Auar : 1696. 

To THE HoNBLB: WILLIAM HATSELL EsQa: 
PRESIDT: FQ:&T Sr.:' GEORGE & GovERNa: OF FoRT Sr: 

DAVID &OA: CoUNCILL ATT FoRT Sr: DAVID • 

Wee have Reed : yours of the ~o : Inst : our last ordered the sending hither· 
Yor: Bales by the first oppertunitythe Cordage by the King William was Invoiced 
to you as it was Invoiced to us from England at 458 : or 5 Page : 1P' C: wt : and 
wee Sell for 5i and 6 Pags :because nobody will give more, and we had bettr : sell 
then lett it lye and Spoile. 

There is no occasion of writeing to M.r : Soams about the J osia Ketch we Reed : 
lettr•: Yesterday from him by a Country ship Elizabeth ad viseing that she is there, 
on [e) that was trapand into yt :Company here tooke an oppertunity when the Rest 
.were ashore at Niccabars, to cut the Cable and Carryed the Ketch to Acheen, and 
hope to see her here in a short time it now appears yt : these Roges had at Bombay 
agreed wth: the men of the Mocha Frigat to meet here at Acheen, and the Mocas 
men not meeting the Ketch as Expected put plott in Execution wth : out them & on 
the lf>th : June to the Eastward of PoUeway Shot the Comander Capt : Edgecombe 
when asleep, and Surprised the Hestand e~et Eighteen ashoar, who RefuseQ to .Toine 
wth: them near Acheen where they now are and wee Suppo~e will come hither in the 
Ketch it[ s] not known whether these Pyrats will goe their first plot was for the Red 
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Sea where it is probable they will goe at last and in mean time take any ship they 
can meet with. wee are, 

To THE . HoN11LB ·: W• : :FosBORGH 

No. 91. 

Yor_: very A:ffecw : Freinds 
NATHLL: HIGGINSON. 

JoHN STYLEMAN. 
WILLIAM F'FBA.SER. 

FRANCIS ELLIS. 
· RoaR: BRADDYLL~ 

CHARLES BARWELL. 

THOMAS WRIGHT. 

MATT • EMPSON. 

11'FORT ST: GEoRGE 5rD:: Auar 1606. 

GovB : &c.& : CouNCILL FOR .AFFAIRs oll' THE RT : 
Hor\11"B: NETHERLANJJS EAsT INDIA OoMP.a.: ATT MALACCA. 

Wee addressed Yor : Honr : &ca : wth : a Request for the Seazing of a small Via 
Ketch woh: Run away out of this Road on -ye: lith :June last, we are Yesterday Aoheen. 
advised from Acheen that the said Ketch is there one honest man takeing an opper
tunity when r : Rest .wer ashor at Niccabars to Cut ye :Cable, and make for .Ach~en 
where she is now safe in our possession. 

Wee are Sory that w_ee have occasion to give yr : Honr : &ca : a further trouble 
of ye : like nature, wee are Yesterday Advised by a letter from our Resident att 
Acheen Mr : William Soams datd: 26th :June that on the 15th :June four Leagues 
to the Eastward of Pollaway the men belonging to ship Moca Frigatt conspired, and 
shott the Comr :Capt : Leonard Edgecombe asleep in his Cabin in the night, and 
haveing posted their Accomylices in Severall parts of the Ship, att once Seized the 
officers, and took poss[ ess Jion on the ship, and put 18 men ashore to the East
ward of Acheen wee doubt not but Yor : Honr : &ca.: have been advised hereof by 
::Mr : Soams wee will not therefore trouble Yor ! Honr : &ca : wth: amoore <fP'ticular 
Relation, but only Request Yor : Honr : &ca: will please to give Such orders and 
ad vises as in Yor : wisdome you shall think fitt in order to the Seizing of the [?ship J 
and to ~vent Pyracyes, woh : wee are afraid those Villians will commit upon ships 
of any nation they meet wth : and can overcome being informed that a Considerable 
numbr :of that Ships Company were Pyrats in the west Indies. . 

This ship came out off England in the service of the Rt : Honbte: English East 
India Company and was now bound on a voyage from Bombay to China if she falls 
into Yor : Honr : Hands we Request yor : Honr : &oa : will be pleased Either to Send 
the ship men and Goods hither if opportunity e;w·sents, or to secure them and send · 
us advice, the Charges we shall thankfully Repayt 

"\Vee cane give noe other discriptfon of ye : ship then that she is of about 850 
Tons and Carryes 8 Patereros and 28 Guns ye: n!lme of the Seam~n who Seized the 
ship are written in the Inclosed list. 

Wee have no Certain advice of the Amot :of the Ships Cargo but suppose she 
had suc.h Goods as used to be Carryed from Surat to China & treasure Sufficient for 
ye : purchase of a Cargo in China proper for Surat. · 

\Vee will not use Argumts: to Excite Y or : Honr : &oa : to a Generous Action 
.()fa publick concerne but comending yr : Honr : &ca: to Gods protection Remam. 

Yor : very A:ffec~: :ffreinds 
NATHLL : HIGGINSON, 
JoHN 8TYLBMAN. 

w ILLI.lM FR 4SBR. 

FBANCIS ELLIS. 
R.oa• : BRADDYLL, 

CHARLES B.ARWBLL. 
THOVAS WRIGHT. 

MATT : EMPSON • 
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To M8
: WILLIAM SoAMs 

PRxsm': AT AcHKRN. 

"Recorda oj.Fort St. Georoe 

No. 92. 
li'FORT sor: GEORGE ()rll : AUG' : 1696. 

ViaAoheen. Wee give you our thanks for the carefull ad vices you have Remitted Relateing 
to the Recovery of Ketch Josia and Seizr: of the Mocha Frigatt by the ships Company 
and Observing Yor: intentions of sending advice to the Governr: and Councill of 
Mallacca wee here wth: send you our lettr: to them Requesting their assistance in 
the Seizing a~d s~cureing ship men aad Goods or sending them to us if oppertunity 
presents when you m~et wth: a Conveyance send our lettr: to them haveing nflthing 

"ij) David 
'taoht. 

~David 
Yatch. 

more to add. We Remain.. . ~ 

To THB HoNB~·: WrLLI:Air HATSBLL 

No. 93. 

Yor : Lovein.g Frein.ds 
NATHLL: HIGGINSON. 

JOHN 8TYLEMAN. 
'VILLIAM FRASER. 
FRANCIS ELLIS. 
RoGll : B HADDYLL. 

CHARLES HARWELL. 

THOMAS WRIGHT. 
MAtt : EMPSON. 

FFORT S': GnoRG~ 7rK: AuG": 1696. 

PRESID': OF FoRTS': GEoRGE AND GoVEBN:a.: oll' 
FoRTS': DAVID &0": OoUNCILL oF FoRT ST: DAVID. 

This serves to Inclose Invoict' and bill of ladeing for what laden on St: DaviJ 
Yacht amot: P: [Lacttna in tke original] and to accompany Mr: John Bntterfeild 
who haveing finislied y• : buissiness wch : hath hither[ to J detained him here comes to 
you to take his former station in Oouncill and Employment of Sea Customer and is 
the needfull from. 

To THB HoNBLB : LAURENCB PITT 

No. 94:. 

Y or : very A:ffecte : Freinds 
NA'IHLL: HIGGINSON. 

JoHN SrrtEMAN. 
WILLIAM FRASBB. 
FRANCIS ELus. 
RoGB : BRADDYLL. 
0HABLBS HARWELL. 
TnoMAB WRIGHT. 

MATT: EMPSON. 

JI'FI)RT 8": GnoBGR 7ru AuG.,: 1696. 

CoUNCILL" : EXTRAORDINARY OJ' I ~rna & GovBe.NB: 
OF NEGAPAT: &0"-: CoAST CnoRMANI>ELL FoB AFII'A.IRs 

Oll' THB R" : HoNuLB : N ETHBRLANDS EAST INDIA CoMP" : 
Ho:N'~~LB: 

My last was datd: 27th: past since web: I have Reed: none from Yor: Bonr: 
A Country Ship lately arrived from Acheen brought advice of a villainous 

Conspiracy among the Seamen of shlp Mocha Frigat (belonging to the Rt: Honble: 
English East India Company, wherein. they sbott Comr: Oat: Leonard Edgecombe 
asleep in. ye.: night and took possession af the ship near Acheen as bound upon a 
voyage from Bombay to China in J un.e last and committing LS officers and others in 
a pinnace to:the·Marcey of a stormy sea (since safe arrived at Acheen} Sailed away 

• ' •• ~..to 
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-wth: the ehip but whither designed is unknown, supposeing it. probable .if they 
-Continue in thoee parts or pasl?e into the South Seas they may at one time or other 
fall within the notice or power of the Honbte : Govr : &ca: Uounoill of liallacea I sent 

-them our letter by way of Acheen Requesting their Assistance as occasion shall 
1tsent and supposing Yo': Honr: may ·have a bettter oppertunity of sending to 
Mallacca I herewth : inclose a Duplicate of-our said letter ~h : I send open under a 
flying seal for Yor : Honr : <{1 usall (if Yor : Honr : think fitt) and 1 pray Yor : Honr : 

·to cause the same to be sealed and sent forward by the 'first Con¥eiyhance I have 
Reed: no advice concerning the .French ships. I am 

Yo .. : Honn: .A.ffecte: Freinds and serrs: 
1\1 a..,_...,.T.T. • '"[J',.,.,..Y,"'fi"''IA'II.T 
..a..11.A.a..LL • ........ .,.u.a.. ..... ,;;,rv•"• 

No. 95. 
Ji'FORT sr : GEORGE 7rK: AuG~': 1696. 

·To THE Hosm.•: WILLIAH HA.TSRLL 
PaEsrn:r: OF FoRT Sr: GEoRGE & Gov•: OF FoRT g ... : 
DA vm &c~ : CouNCILL ATT FoRT S~' : DA vm. 
Misr: Butterfeild in the St.: David Yatch brings you our letter of this dayes f)' Davicl. 

date wth: Invoice and bill of ladeing this Serves to Inclose a letter to Govr Pitt Yatoh • 

. (wch: send forward Sealed) left open under a flying Seall for Yor: pernsall. 
Yesterday a letter from Presid~: Anisly &c•: of .Surat datd: ith: June last 

adviseth that.they are not yett Released from their confinement but daily Expect it 
-the Kings ord.~rs being given. Wee are. 

No. 96. 

Y or : _ very A:ffecte : "Freinds 
NATHLL : HIGGINSON. 

JOHN STYLEliAN. 
WIT.LIAl\l FRASER. 
FRANCIS ELLis. 
RoGa : BRADDYLI.i. 

CHARLES HARWELL. 
TBol\lAS WRIGHT. 
MuT': EMPsoN. 

Fl"'RT S~' : GEORGE 7'8 : Aue~': 1696. 
'"To TBB Hos•r.•: Wn.LIA11 Fos:ooRGH 

Gov•: OJ!' MALLACA &c& : CoUNciLL :roR An AIRS 

01 THE R:r: HoN11LB: NETHRRLA.NDS EAsT INDIA CoYPAH. 
The foregoeing is Duplicate of what sent bv way of Acheen this comes Reoom- \l David 

mended to the Honble: Govr: of Negapatam for· Conveyance, and brings Yo .. : Honr: Yateh. 
&c•: the Coppyes of the informations of four men belonging to the Mocha Frigat • 
w~h: being not signed and no Authentick proofe yet may furnish Yor: rHonr :] &ca: 
wth : mattr : of Enquiry if the ~hip or any of Y' : Piraticall Crew sliall fall into 
Y or : hands. Wee are · 

- Y or : Honr : &c• : Affec•e : ffreinds 
NATHLJ.: HIGGINSON • 

. JOHN STYLlWAN. 

WILLIAM FRASER. 
FRANCIS ELLIS. 
Roe• : BRADDYLL. 

CHARLES BARWELL. 
TBOllAB WRIGHT. 
llir.r: EMPsoN. 
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No.97 

To<M.:a : SmoN HoLCoMBE: : · 
FoRT. ST : GEoRGE ISm: AtreT : 1696. 

' ... 

CHEIFB &c.a.: Cou:.NOILL AT VIzAGAPT : 
(' 

Our last was- datd: the 17th: past by a Country boat Copy. 
Inclosed. · ·.· 

whereof comes· 

· On the 14th: Inst: wee Reed: advice fron:i Mr: Spam·s, from ':Acheen that the 
Mocha ffrigate men c_onspired neer Acheen (bound for' China) and· .Killd the Com': 
Capt: Edgecombe and setting 17 officers and men· ashore who Refused to Join with 
them, Rest are gone wth: the Ship upon the :Priyateer Accot: and they have declared 
that they will take all ships they meet wtb : God ifP'serve honest men from their 
Villanious and bloody hands. The J osia Ketch woh : was Caryed out of this Road in 
June last proceeded for Niccabars for provisions from whence they designed to ~ceed 
fQi' Acheen where they Expected to meet wth:.; the Mocha Frigat wth: whose men an 
agreement was before made at Bombay by the Mate of the Josia Ketch but God has 
1f?vented their wicked design one ·James Cruffee the Ar~orer of !Ship ffieet Frigat. 
who had been trapand into lheir Company and forced to 1 goe wtb :~them from hence·· 
took an oppertunity when the Rest were (all but one) g()ne ashore to plunder and 
murder the Natives of Niccabars and· Cutting the Cable made for Acheen whither 
it:pleased 'God to direct them. not'. one aboard. :understanding Navigation, and the 

. :Pirats are left uvon·the Niceabars where·doubtless .. tL~.na.tives will punish them. - " . . 
. Wee, wr.9te to the Agent_ and .. Councill of Bengali about the hlreing of the ship· 

Greyhound to CarljrSBltpetre 'to Bombay lett the Master know that wee Expect the 
Kt:Jtch Josia time Enough for yt: occasion and therefore have 1;10 'tholigbts of Em..; 
ploying the ~reybou;ild. We~ are. · ,; ·· ·' . · 

-: ·• I No.· 98. · 

· To THE RT : W oBPLL ~ 0HABLES EYRE EsQ8 
: 

AGENT &c.a.: CouNOILL oll' BENGALL • 

Yo': Loveing Freinds 
N A.THLL : HIGGINSON. 

JOHN STYLEMAN. 
WILLIAM FRASER. 
FRAISOIS ELLIS. 
RoGER BRADDYLL. 
CHARLES BARWELL. 
THOMAS WRIGHT. 

:M.tTT: EMPSON. 

. I 

FFORT 8": GEORGE 14 AUGT: 1696 

'By the first oppertunity by the Rt.: Honble: Compa: ships sepd all. the Europ&· 
Iron you have Reserving only what necessary for Yor: ifP'sent oc~a£ion we want it 
for the Service of the Garrison. · .. 

Y or : very A.ffecte : Freinds · 
NAmLL: HIGGINsoN. 
J'OHB BTYLBMAN. 
w ILLIAJtl FRASER. 
FRANCIS EtLIS. 
RoGB : BRA.DDYLL. 
CHARLES HARWELL. 
THOKAS W:aiGHT. 

1r.IA'rr: EMPsoN •. 
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.No. 99-
FoRT ST : GEORGE 18Tu : AuGT : 1696 

To His Exccy : sn. : JOHN GAYER CAPT : GENERALL & 
CHElF DIREC'I:a: FOR ALL .AF.FAI&Es & FoRCES 
oF THE RT : HoNBLE : ENGLisH EAST INDIA. ConrpA : 
IN INDIA & CA: CouNCILL ATT BoMBAY. 

MAY IT PLEASE YoR: Exo0Y: 

81 

We£' Reed : Yor : Exccy: &ca : Letter dated 18th : May by Ketoh J osia on th 5!11 : 

June_ by which wee understand the miscariage of our large Pacquet sent over land 
bv way of Snrat in Septembr: last wbich containing papers of Great import ( coppyes 
of our lew·s : to and from the Rt: Honbie: Compa ;) upon the first news of the impri
sonment of the Honble :. Presidt: · &ca: at Snrat and Ever since wee have been 
concerned for its safe Conveighance and thought· it not fit to trust another a Pacquet 
over land for fear of miscariage but Presidt: Annesly &ca haveing sent Pattamars 
to us by their Returne we have the oppertunity of acquainting Yor : Exccy: &c- : 
that ye: Josia Ketch was on the 11th: June Run away within .the night by the mate 
and five English (the master Sick ashore) but by a Ship arrived from Acheen on 4th: 
AuCI'ust we are advised by ·y r: Soams that She was brought thither by an unskill
full man who left the Rest of the Crew ashore on-the Niccobars and the lett rs: brought 
us the said news of the Mocha Frigats Surprizeall by the ships company to the 
Eastward of Polyway who expc,sed Capt :Willock and 17 more (Refuseing to join) 
in a pinnace who are safe arrived at Acheen and will come hither on the Ketch and 
two Country ships (driven by Stresse of weather on their passage from Pegu into 
AcheenJ so soon as the winds will permit upon her arrivall wee shall have no 
occasion to Send her to Bengali for what Yor : Ex0Y: ordered, being Sufficient 
Supplyed here, and shall send her away so eoon as the maRter will Venture out and 
by her shall Send Yor : Excy: the needfull ad vices inclosed in a letter from Capt: 
Willock wch : wE'e' suppose Gives a particular Accot : of the Mocha Frigat. 

Wee have heard no news of the French ships since their departure from Surat if 
the:t had gone directly to Bengali wee must have heard of their Arrivall and there 
was no news of them at Acheen on 6th: July so that we cannot Guess where they 
are gone unless to Europe (or to some of the Islands between this and Madagascar,) 

Inclosed is the Abfltract of the Europe news by the Danes Ship wch: came out 
in N ovembr : last and will Returne ye : next m0 : 

Wee have no ships on this side India but the King William in this Coast the 
Russell ffrigat in Bengali and the flleet :ffrigat Sent in June last to York :ffort (wth: 
Sufficient Stocke) wee ar£' not willing to Entrust this paper wth: [in J the time of 
their intended departure, but Yo r: Ex0Y: may Rest Satisfied (till more fully 
advised) that they will be timely dispatched unless qp-vented by some Extraordinary 
unforeseen disappointment. 

The 8hips will be dispatched from these parts under the Sailing orders woh: 
they brot : us & wee conclude the America brought the Same to yr : Exc0Y: 

The Elizabeth alias Fortune is gone to China being sold for 5000 Page : Rec d : 

under condition of her being delivered to us if occasion Require at her Returne 
yr : Dolbin and :Mr : Trenchfeild are gone Supra Cargoes. 

In March last Zulpbaker Cawn demanded ye : loan of 100000 Pags : by Emam 
Cooley (formerly Employed about the Phirmund) and because we could not Supply 
him, bee hath ever Since Expresed a disgust upon all occasions .hearing and Encour
ageing complainers, and favouring the Portugees of St : Thoma who lately sent one 
to desire a ffort the. Customes and ffarming of the adjacent aJdeas, and they will 
probably succeed so far a~ it is in his power to Grant wee hear many Stores yt : 
:Madrass is to be beseidged &ca : but God be thanked hitherto wee have Enjoyed 
peace and our Garrison is kept in the Redyest posture of Defence. 

The Gingerlee Bdggantine web: the mate &ca :Run away from Anjengo, some 
of the Portugees Soui~rs : and Lascan brought her hither in May last being 
Extreamly defective, wee sen.t her to Vizagapatam to Hepaire but proved so leaky 

~1 
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in the way that the man could not keep her free and therefore they Run her ashore 
at Pettipollee where pa1·t of her stores is Saved, and Sent to Vizagapatam bv a hired 
boat whereof wee have not Yet Reed: a CW'articular Acco t: " 

Yo r : Ex cy : Very Hum ble : Servts : 

NATHLL: HIGGINSON. 
JOHN STYLEMAN. 
WILLIAM l?&ASER. 
FRANCIS ELLIS. 
RoG" : BRA.DDYLL. 
CHARLlS BA.RWELL. 
THOMAS W BIGHT. 
MATT : EMPSON. 

No. 100. 
FFORT ST. GEORGE 18™: AUGUST 16~6. 

To THE Ho~rnLB : SAMUELL ANNE&LY : 
PREst:DT : &cA : CouNOILL FOR AFFAIREs oF Y• : RT : 
HoNBLB : ENGLISH EAsT INDIA. CoMP"' : A.Tr SunA-r. 

HoNBLB : SR : &cA : 
~\and. Wee have Reed: Yor: Generall Letter datd: 27'h: March 22d: Aprill gth: May 

& 4th : J nne wth: news papers and 5 Cop pies and translates of Several! Persia.. papers 
Relateing to Yor: Cfj:)sent troubles whereof you are pleased to favour. us wth: a 
ilticular Accot: wth: the Good news of Yor : ~ope of speedy Releasment wch : yet is 
allay'd wth ; fear of Delay because the time of Year for the Mocha Fleets departure 
is past wee pray God hasten the time of Yor : delivera:qf:?e and can only wish it wPre 
in our power to dq some thing toward it being Sensible .that Yor: Circumstances 
may have an in:B.uence upon the Governrs : of other parts of the Mogulls Dominion 
who observeing thoa Continuance of the Emperours displeasure may bee Encouraged 
to treat the English accordingly wee have Ever since found Zulphaker Cawn" un· 
freindly the first Instance appeared in his demand of the Loan of 100000 Page : in 
March last wch: because wee could not comply wth: he hath taken occasion to 
Express his disgust in Many Instances ba.t wee thanke God hjtherto we have 
Enjoyed peace. 

' In Septembr: last we sent Yor: Honr : &ca. : a large Pacqt : q t :- J 80 Sheetes of 
·Paper Coppies of Severalllettera to and from the Rt: Honbio: Comp8

: , and other 
l:"apers of importance directed to his Ex:c•lY : by one of our Peon~ whose name is 
Ponkula Ragana in Company wth : two Returning Surat Peons Raggana Has a family 
and Helations here who ha.ve never heard of him since. The miscariage of that Pac· 
quet has made us forbear Ventureing any more by land not knowing into whose 
hands they may fall wee send inclosed an Extract of a few Vanish Gazeets wh : the 
Danes S4ip brought from Europe in Novemr: last wth: a sad Accot: of the Losse of 
severall India ships Returning. 

Ship Elizabeth alias Fortune is Gone to China being sold for 6000 Pag•: Reed: 
under condition of the Ships being delivered to us if occasion Req11ire at her Re· 
turne. 

In :May last Gingerlee Briganten was brought in hither by some of the Porta
gees Souldrs: of Rhetoras who were put aboard to Serve as lascars and gave us an 
.Acco': that in Rhetorah Road when the Master was ashore the Mate Contrived w1

h: 

two others, and Cut the Cable & Sailed away whereof one dyed in the way and the 
other two goeing ashore about Sadraspatam .they brought the Sloop hither which 
wanting Hepair we Sent her to Vizagapatam but in the way made so much water 
that the Master Run her ashore att Petti pollee to save their lives._ 

Ketch J osia being in this Road design'd to proceed for Bengall the Master 
being sick ashoar the mate getting 8 English men of other ships Hun away W

1
h: her 

on 1Ph: June and by lettrs: from Acheen dated 6th: July wee are advised that the 
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__Armorer of the fHeet Frigat wtb: one English man and the Lascars brought her 
- hither from the Niccabars where they left all ye: Rest being gone ashore to plunder 

and Rob the poor natives, the same letter': advise the said Accident of the 1\locba 
Frigat men conspireing Murthering the Commandr: and Seizing the ship a little to 
the Eastward of Polliway on the 18th: June last putting Capt: Willock and 17 
others in a pinnace to shift for themselves whom it pleas'd God to bring safe to 
Acheen. 
· Itt is not known wt : course these Pirats will Steer but it was discoursed among 
-them that they would goe to Mohelia, and a!ter that to ,the Red Sea. 

The five Persia papers woh: you sent have Been translated by some Skill full in 
the language Coppes Whereof wee send you. Wee are. 

To THE HoN11L11 : WM: HATSELTJ 

No. 101 

yr : Affecte : Freinds 
NAtRLL: HIGGINSON. 
J ORN 8TYLEMAN. 

WILLIAM FRASER. 
FRANCIS ELLIS. 
RoGa: B&ADDYLL. 
CHARLES BARWELL. 
THOMAS WRIGHT. 
MATT : EMPSON. 

FoRT ST : GEORGE 2Qru: AuGr: 1696. 

PREsmr: oF FoRT ST: GEORGE AND Go vERNa: oF 
FoRT ST: DAviD &cA.: CouxciLL oF FoRT ST: DAviD. 
'Vee Reed: Yors: of 12th:, (with Papers) adviseing yr: payment of Page: 2000 Sentoverland 

to Serapa &ca: Merchts: ordr: supposeing you have not present occasion of money 
·because Yor: Merchts: have Refused to Contract & our Merchts: desireing us to 
supply ym: wth: 2000 Pags: more for Carrying on the Investment they have begun 
in these <ij} 18 

:, wee have drawn another bill on you for the same sum payable at 
sight to Punnapa Chitte for the Vallua wee have Reed: of them. If Yor: :Merchts: 
will make any considerable Contract, and shal) object our Merchts: tradeing at 
'Vooriar and other places near Yor: bounds is an impediment to them, advise us and 
we will take care that as soon as they have finished the~ sent small Contract of 2000 
Fag•: they shall not interfere wth : Yor:. Merchts : bussiness but so long as Yor• : 
Refuse to Contract, wee think it better to lett ours Provide Cloth where they can 
gett it Rather then goe wth : out these parts do afford very little Longcloth and 
Sallampores. · 

The Rt: Honble : Compa: order that upon the Arrivall of Lievt: Hugonin one of 
our Lievt: should for some time goe to fiort 81

: David and then Retnrne hither, ani 
Lievt: Hugonin to go thither wth: his Company of Switz &ca: iu complyance where 
wth : Liev' : Sinclar was sent wth : a small <ij}ty . but Lievt ; Htigonin brought wth : 
him too small a number to make a Compo: and our Garrison cannot Spare An 
Entire Company and you have very neer as many Europe mPn as wee· so that the 
order cannot [be J · Executed as intended lett Lievt : Sinclar be sent to us wth: tha 
Europe men wch: he Carryed, and ten more by yr~: first oppertunity and by yo:. 
Returne of the Rame Vessell wee will send Lier-t : Hngonin to you wth : ten of his 
new men to make· the more Equall mixture. 

Wee shall send yon plan~e as oppertunity <W' sents. advise us what freight 
Flanke paid by the King 'Villiam there was charged 9 fa: to9 much on the Cordao-e 
Sent you ~y Ship King William <W' C w': for wch: the Accot: is ordered to Creditt 

. you PagH : 5 : 30 : 4 : 
Wee have delivered Mr: Griffith his Accot : to answere and till wee Receive 

that can say nothing to it. 
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Wee Returne you the Coppy of :Mr: Hains paper Relateing to the Generall 
bookes and desire you to give us Yol' :opinion whether it was not in the power of 
)lr: Heins to have Coppyed or gott Coppied the bookes E: as to the bookes F· 
Ending Aprilll696: bee says nothing of them so that it is probable they are not 
done lett l{r : Butterfeild :Mr : ffarmer and all others who are Capable of giveing 
Assistance Set to it with Mr: Haynes Wltill the Ballance of bookes F is finished and 
then send us tl;le Aocot : Currant (J ournall & Ledger Entryes) and yr : :ffoot of 
Proffit an[ d] Loss if Yor : Bookes go home wth : out it, wee shall all be blamed for
:Mr : Haynes his fault and because :Mr : Haynes complains that he hath been hindred 
by other business lett him be Excused from all other Except the necessary attendance
on Consultation till the Bookes be brought up. We ~e. 

Yor : Affecte : Freinds 
NATHLL: HIGGINSON. 
JOHN STYLEMAN. 
WILLIAM ll'li'RASER. 
FRANCis ELLis. 
Roa• : .BRADDYLL. 
CHARLES HARWELL. 
'fHO.MAS WRIGHT. 
MATT : EMPSON. 

No. 102 

To THE WoRPLL: JoHN BRABOURNE 
CoMMoDORE & CA : CouNCILL AT!' ANJBNGO 

FoRT sr : GEORGE 31 BT, AUG'~' : 1696 

tnt~ Bo Our last was datd: _21th: May last Coppy whereof comes inclosed since wch: 
utrJ at. wee have not heard of Henry Wright and Manuell Markarine on the 5•h : Inst : wee

Reed: Yore : dat.d : in June last wherein you advise us the CW'parations you are 
makeing for the Speedy finishing of ye : :ffortification, the occasion you have for 
workemen Souldn: and money. 

Wee have by this Parra belonging to Yor : place sent you as many workemen 
as the Parra could conveniently Carry according to .A list wah : followes and by the 
Josia H;etch or other conveyance wee shall send you more, and some. Souldi :and 
money. 

The :ffreighter of Ship Eagle and Experiment gained so little by those two 
voyages that wee cannot Expect they will be perswaded to any further Considerable 
Adventure. 

You have not advised us the particular diffe~ence between Silver, Gold Che
queen Rupees, and Page : we shall send severall sorts, advise us particularly abot : 
Silver because it may some times be in our power to send you some wn: wee cant 
gett other sorts. 

The Gingerlee Brigantine proved so leaky that the men Run her ashore in fair 
weather at Pettipolle to save their lives where she is lost but severall of her stores 
are saved and sent to Vizagapatam whereof wee have not yet had ye : Accot : 

The Josia Ketch wasRUll away wth out of this Road on the Ilth:.June but wee 
are advised from Acheen of her being safe there in Good hands, that will bring her 
hither as soon as the winds <@:mit. Wee Expect her daily the Ships Company of the 
Mocha ·::ffrigat on the 17th : J nne last conspired and murthered the Commandr : Capt : 
Edgecombe and seized ye: Ship to the Eastward of Acheen :Mr: Willock wth: 17 
others who Refused to join we[rJe exposed to the :Mercy of a turbulent sea in a 
Pinnace, and by G.od's good prondance are arrived Safe at Acheen. These workeme_n 
come upon a Parra belonging to Raja Caynm cullum whereof Prince Murcawn 1s 
Nocqueda for whose Passage you are to pay 22 Rupees unto yandeny as ~adau 
:ffactor of the Parra according to an agreem$: made w$b: and dehvered unto him. 
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_ Lisr OF THE WoRKE:MlL.~ V IZr : 

Moo tepa • . 2 : 6 : ~ men I N ellaina • • • 
Sidoo Vea.D.aD"lillnril no. . I Tirumloo • • . 
Nll . no I D . e a . . . . • . . I ormama • 
Narrain • . . . D0

• > Namcapa . . • 
Murregan • • . D0

• I Andeapa • . • 

1 Sheva Shangnra • 
Mila pore M ullappa 

-j 13 Arralapa • • 
2:.6: W men: 

€:: } Carpendr : 

. .- no. } 
D0

• Smith. 
no~ 

Chlngee Ninapa 
Tonapa . • 
Gruapa • . 
Vincatapntte 
Peramunde 
Venatetana 
Peramunde 
Vincatapute 

• • • • .[)o. } 
• • • • D>. Stone Cntt"11 

: 

no. 22 Verapa • . 

2! 6: ~men:> 
no. 
no. 
no. 
no. 
no. 
no. 
no. 

Inclosed is the Paymra: A ceo~: of _moneys lmprest. to the 22 workeman mentioned il) 
the foregoing list and two Cheif workemen whom you 8ent hither an.d now Returne 
with the Rest .Amo": in all to Pags: lfi3 for wch: you must Credit_ Yo": Accot: 
Curr': Yo": _Peon allso Returns wth: the workema.n to whom nothing is here paid. 
wee are, 

To TKI WoRPLL: AD HUN VIssER 

No. 103 

Yo" : A:ffecw : Freinds 
NATHIJ.: HIGGINSON. 

JOHN STYLJ:illAN. 
WILLIAM FRASE&. 

FRANCIS ELLis. 
Roq•: BRADDtLt. 
CHARLES BA.RWBLL. 
llir.r: 'EMPSON. 

FoRT sr: GBoRGB 3Pr: AuG,.: 1696 

CBEii' &c'- CousCILL FOR AFFAIRS or THB n-r : 
HoNBLll: NE'IHBitLANDs EAsT INDIA CoYP"': IN PoLLICA'lT. 

Last night one Thomas Gullock an English man made his Escape from prison 
to web : he was committed for a Considerable Sum web : he was indebted to Several! 
Merch'•: of this place who lately Entrusted him wth : Consignmts: in a voyage to 
Succadana we have some Reason tQ suspect that he is gone for Pollicat w'b: inten
tion to make his Escape upon the Danes Sh.ip whereof one Jno: Morgan an English
man is Commandr: or · Pilott and as wee hear bound for ye : straights of Mallacca 
between whome there bas been a former Acquaintance, when they were Pri¥ateer [s] 
together in one ship in the \Vest Indies and fearing when oppertunity offers the said 
Gullock may Returne to his old trade wee are ye: more importunate wth: Yor: 
'\V orp11 : &- : y' : you. will please to take the more Effectnall Course to Clflvent his 
Escapeing upon ye: said ship or any other and to Cause due :::earch to bo made 
for him in Pollicatt and if he can be found cause him to be Seized and Secured, and 
upon notice wee will send people to Receive him into our custody and will thank
fully Repay the Charges he is of midle Stature well set not corpulent his complc:x:
tion brown inclining to Yellowish, his face full of Pockboles, black hair, not long 
curlings at the Ends, black Eyef!, Eyebrowes large, and banging over bee Speaks 

22 
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Dutch :Mallay's ani\· Portuguese. We shall Readily serve Yor: Worp11 : &ca: on a like 
occasion and Remaine . . . w orp11 : sr ': &c• : 

Y or : Affec~ : Freinds a:r:td Servants 

NATHLL: HIGGINSON. 
J OBN SrYLBllAN. 
WILLIAM: FRASER. 

• FRANCIS ELHS. 
RoaB : BRADDYLL. 

CHARLES BARWBLL. 
MATT: EMPSON. 

No. 104. 
-To TH:M HoNBLB: WILLU.M FosBoRGH . 

GoVERNB: &<r: CoUNOILL. FOR AFFAIRs oF THE RT: 
HoNBLE: -NETHERLANDS EA.sr INDIA CoMrANY IN ·Ma.LLAocA 

. This incloses a Duplicate of a letter wch: wee have sent to Yor: Honr; &ca.: 
l>y·way of Acheen and by way of Negapatam dated 5th: Inst: concerning Ship 
)Iocca ~rigate wherelUito wee have nothing to add upon_ that Subject haveing Rec": 
no f·~uther ad vise. · 
· · ·Last night one Thomas Gullocke an Englis}J.man mad his Escape from our prison 
to wch: he was committed for a considerable sume wch: bee was indebted to severall 
Merchts : ·of this place who Entrusted him: wth: their Consignments _in a voyage to 
Succadama upon th·e Ship Success, ·wee have some Reason to Suspect that he intends 
to make h.i§ Escape upon the Danes ship wch : • is now at Pollicate and is bound as 
wee hear for the Straights of Mallacca and the Rather tecause one John Morgan an 
Englishman is Comm.a.nder or Pillot of said Ship who formerly \\as a Companion of 
the said Gullock in a: Privater ship in ye: west Indies wch: sort of men are Generlly 
inclined to ·RGturne. to their old trade wn: necessity an oppertunity urge them 
to it wee have therefore desired the Worp11 : Chief and Conncill at Pollicatt to 
prevent his Escapeing upon the said Ship, but if it ·shall happen that he shall 
notwithstanding proceed, wee pray Yor : · Hour : &c" : will please to cause the said 
Gullocke to bee seized and secured if hee shall come wi~hin Yor: power, the Charges 
whereof wee shall thankfully Repay wee doubt not but hee is well known to 
Severall in Mallacca haveing been .there severall times particularly in J·une 1695 
wth: ye: Ship Success whereof he was master However the ffollowing discription 
will help to discover him hee is of middle Stature well set not Corpulent, his 
.complection brown inclining to Yellowish, his face full of Pockholes Black hair, not 
long curling at tlre Ends black Eyes his Eye brows large and hanging over, he 
Speaks, Dutch Malays_ and ·Portugee·s. . · 
;:_ Our last letter from Bangall dated the 22d: June last, advise that there were 
~o fire~oh ships !).rrived in Bangall and that their Ship Postilion ~ch: was fitted out 
for the Sea was unwrigged, and laid up at Ballasore. Wee Remame · ·. ' ' 

lion~'" : ~~: &c": 
Yor: very Affectionte : ffreinds 
and Humble Servts : 

N A.TRLL : HIGGINSON. 
JOHN. STYLE MAN. 

WILLIAM FRASER. 

FBANUIS ELLIS. 
RoaB: B.na.nnnL. 
CHARLES B.&BWRLL. 

THOMAS WRIGHT. 

MAlT : EMPSON. 
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No. 105. 
FoRT ST :. GEoRGE :H sT: AuaT 1696 

"To THE HoN11LE: CLAUS VoGHT Gov&: 
&o": CouNCILL FFoa AFFAiaES THE Ro'i'Ar.L 
DANISll c.,}II'& : Ar TBIMGOllBAB. 

-no:sBLB : &o• ·: 

87 

An Englishman Thomas Gullock who came out in the service of the Rt : 
Honble: English East India Company haveing last night ma.d.e his Escape from our 
Prison to wch: he was committed by order of our Court of Justice for a considerable 
:smn: wch: ·he was indebted to severaU Inllabitanb and not knowing whither he is 
gone, but Supposeing by Severall circumstances that he intend to make his Escape 
for Europe and haveing heard that one of Yor: ships is suddainly to depart wee 
trouble Yor: Honr : &ca. : wth : this notice, and our Request that you will please 
not to <{j}mitt him to take a passage upon said ship and if h_e comes within Yor : 
power that rou please to seize and secure him and give us notice; and wee will send 
people to Receive him into our Custody. · 
. Hee is of middle stature well sett not Corpulent his complextion brown inclining 
to Yellowish, his face full of Pockholes black hair not long curling at the Ends black 
Eves and his Eyebrowes hanging oTer hee speaks Dutch .M:allayes and Portugees 
w~e commend Yor : Honr ~ &~ : to Gods <{j}tection and Remaine · 

To THB HoNBLB : 'V ILLI!ll HAtsELL 

Y or : Honr : &ca : Affecte: Freinds · 
and Servants 

No. 106. . . 

NATRLL: HIGGINSON • 
. JOHN STH.:EMAN. 
w ILLIA.M FRASER. 
FRANCIS . ELLIS• ' 
RoGER BRA.DDYLL. 
CHARLES DARWELL. 
THOMAS. WRIGHl\ 
MATT : EMPSOY~ 

noRr ST : GEoRGB I~rs 8EPr8 : 1696. 

:PRRSID'l' : oF Fo:ar Sr : GEORG~ AND GovERNB : uF 

FoRT Sr: DAVID &o": CouNOIT.L oF FoRT 8'-' : DAVID. • 

'Vee Reed : Yore : of 28~h: past and 7th: Instant Inclosed in a Coppy of our 
late. contr&et wth: Serapa &ca: 'the twelve~ Cent allowed them above the said 
Contract prices for so much as should be Embaled in this month of Septembr : was 
done to get us as much cloth as wee could for the ladeing of a ship home this month 
and they· give faiT promisses of bringing in 300 Bales but they have hitherto 
delivered to the washer not above 104 bales so that they will certainly faile in the 
quantity for wch : they alledge Severall impediments both at 'Vooriar and in these 
parts occasioned by the disturoonce woh: ye: Morattp. Armies have made in all parts 
but one Great Reason is because the weavers in these parts have been so long used 
to the makeing of Manilla longcloth and Sallumpores that they will not be ~swaded 
to alter their Loomes and all that they have hitherto made provea so bad and thin, 
that the merchants will riot provid any more of those sorts here, and Endeavour to 
Wvide all the Course Goods at Wooriar and Indeed that wch: they have brought 
from thence, doth farr Exceed any that hath been Sorted in this Godown for. many 
Years and they Affirme that there may at least 800110: (or) 40000 Page : be Yearly 
provided if this be true, the Provision of Goods in that place is w : out doubt to 
bee incouraged for there is g; very Considerable difference in the Cloth the question 
will bee, by whome it ought to be provided, the Merchts: of Fort S~ : G~orge or 
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Fort St : David and if there were not]ling more to be considered it would bee a plain 
case that·they only should be Employed if they would, and could undertake it, and. 
carry it on but. we desire yon to consider with us. · 

· 1: That in all our Contracts wee must ~deavour the putting of as ·many 
Europe Gopds as possible but you seem to bee of ·ye: opinion that Yor: Merchts: 
Ca.nnot take of any more, because they have . still Remainjng unso~d the luilfe ot· 
wt : they ~ecd : about two Years agoe. · 

. 2. Respect is also to be had to the Contracters that they be Responsible and_ 
Substantial! Merchts: and. versed in the trade of the place. . · 

;. S. Tho· Yor: Merchts: possibly· may have brought Goods from thence, yet 
they have ne,er brought i~ any of this sort but hitherto both the Cloth of Fort S~: 
Da'V~d and :ffort St: George has been for the Greatest part inferior to No: 1 and 
very little of that wch: has been taken in for No: 2: has been :Really Eqnall in aU_ 
Respects to our Muster No: 2 our Merchts: have D:OW undertaken this method that 
they may -provide·· better and if t4ey succeed in it and settle a Correspondence_ there, 
so _that they shall be able to carry on further contracts and if they should offer such 
proposealls as ought to bee accepted, it would bee un-Reasonable and discouraging to 
throw ym: off and quitt the business wholly to the :ffort St: David Mercht•: unless 
these should make the better o:ffers as probably they will now because comepetiors 
and other Merchts: ullso in Fort St: George of well : competition. wee make a 
Good use if it be not our own faults and therefore if Yor: Merchta. make any pro .. 
posealls dont C!onclude wth :'them till you have advis~d us, and wee will also advise 
you that wee Dl!lY mutually consider what is best for the publick Interest. 

. Yesterday the St: ravia Yacht brought us.Livett: Sinc!ar and 15 Souldra: wth:. 
40 bales and · 19.l?ags pepper the :£freight whereof is made Good to the owners 
Correspondt : inclosed is Invoice and bill of I.a.deing for those things w!lh : you sent 
for weehave no wheat but have also· sent you J5 baggs of the best could be bought 
you have had your share of the large :fflints however wee send. you 1000 wo allso 
L send]· you 3 Ca8ks of salt porke and caske of fait beefe, being part of what was 
several! month since put up for a Garrison Store s.nd ought to bee spent while Good. 
The Yacht wee hope will be ~lih: you time Enough to Returne we : yor: bales. 

Wee have drawne a bill upon you of this date for one thousand Pag': payable· 
to Pullllapa Chitte or Ramapa Chitteff for-Accot : of Serapa &ca : Merchta :· 

Mf: Vicessimus Griffith alledging that he cannot give a direct Satis:ffactory 
answer to his Fort St: David acco~: wth: out the Paymaster and Sea Customer bookes
of accot: and Accot: Curr': for the time he officiated in those ~mployments wee· 
~esire you will send tbem"hither by the first oppertnnity.. We are 

J .ZST OF THB p ACQUET. 

No: 1 • Genn: lettr: dated lith: Septr: 1696 
2 Invoice[? of] 8!: Dav:id Yacht . 

Yor : very Affects: Freinds 

NATHLL: HIGGINSON • 

. JOHN 8TYLEMAN • , 

WILLU..M FFRAiER. 

FRANCIS ELLIS. 

RoG•: BEADDYLL. 

CHARLES HARWELL. 

TH011 : WRIGHT. 

MATT: EMPSON. 

3 Bill of Lading of Ditto 
4 Coppy of a Contract tnade wth :. 8erapa &ca :_ Merr.hta: 
5 .List of Souldn: ... :. 
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No. 107. 
A PARDON FROM THE· LIEUT ~ GENLL : .AN o CoUNCILL 

Oll' FoRT 8"~' : GEORGE To ~fa : THoMAs GmLocx 

FOR BREAKING PRISON. 

'Vhereas Thomas Gullocke an Englishman, and Servt: to the Rt: Honb1~ ~ 
English East India Campa : haveing been sentenced by "\"'ertue of the J udgemt : of 
Court to pay unto his Creditors ye: sum: of about fo~ thousand Pags: after due 
allowance made him, for the valine of his ship and Car~o, and being confined to 
prison in order to the discharging thereof did on the 3Qth : Augt : las~ in the night 
break prison, and malr.e his Escape to or near St : Thoma where he now · Remaines, 
and Refuses to Returne. 

Now wee the Lievt: Genu: of India for Affaires of the Rt: Honble: English 
East India Comp~'~: and the Councill of Fort St: George doe by this Royall MajtY :. 
Charter to the said C<;>mpo.: a~d from them derived to us, 'by their Commission,. 
promise, and if the said Thomas Gullook shall upon Receipt hereof Heturne to ffort 
bt: George, wee do hereby pardon and Acquit the said Thomas Gullock from any 
Penalty or punishment foT breakeing prison and escapeing as aforesaid he submitting 
himielfe to the laws and Customs of the English in Cases of Debt given under our 
hands, and the Seal of the Rt : Honble : East India Compa. : in :ffort St : George this.. 
lPh: day of Sepr: 1696. 

---
No. 108 . 

. 
To THE Ho.N11L• : WILLIAM HATSELL PRESIDT : 

oll' l' <.IRT ST : GEoRGE· AND GovER:N8 : oll' 
FoRT ST : DAVID & CA : CoUNCILL oF FoRT 
ST: DAVID. . 

NATHLL: HIGGINSON. 

J OBN 8TYLE.l'r1AN. 

"\V ILLIAM FRASER. 
FRANCIS ELLIS. 
RoGa : BRADDYLL. 

CHARLES BARWELL. 

THOMAS WRIGHT.' 

MATT : E.M.PSON. 

Our last was IPh: Inst: since W011 : wee have Reed: Yors: of 14th: w\h: Acoot 
Currt : and .Proff : and Loss wee yet hear nothing of Barthot Rodrigos Parr, by well : 
you intended to send ye : Pepper. 

Yesterday Ship Greyhound arrived from Vizagapatam wth: out lettra: -but th(} 
::Master adviseth that he departed from thence on the 15th: Inst: and that t.he Kinoo 
William was to sail on that or the next day so that we Expect her daily and hop~
she will bring w~h: her so many bales as will enable us to compleat her ladeing upon 
her arriveall Especially if we shall·in due time Receive a hundred bales more from 
you, but if we can fill her up wth : out them, wee shall not att this uncertaine 
Season detaine her longer then ·is necessary, for her ladeing for the sake of Yor ~ 
bales, or bookes, we are 

Yo r: very Affecw: freinds 
NATBLL: HIGGINSON 
JoBN StrLEMA..N. 

WILLIAM FRASER. 
FRANCIS ELLlS. 
RoG • : BRADDYLL. 
CHARLIS BARWELL. 
THOMAS 'VRIGRT. 
MATT : EMPSON. 
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No.l09· 

'To THB HoNnLB : WILLIAM HAT~ELL . 

.PRESIDT : oF FoRT ST : GEoRGB AND ·GovERN:B: oF 
FoRT ST: DAVID &c.&._: CoUNCILL or ~oRT ST : DAviD. 

Our last was 26th : Inst : last night comes Yor• : of 22th: and 26th : Inst : w .. : 
Invoice and bill of ladeing for 61 bales laden on s•: David Yacht, and Invoice of 43 
;bales, and 164: bags~of l:'epper on a .Par wee are sorry that ye: Yacht was forced to· 
Returne and that yo[ u] have no other oppertunity of sending th[ e J bales to us wee 
-shall want them for the King William and itt ig doubtfull whether this uncertain 
veather will allow her to call att Yor : port, to take them in however lett them be 
Ready, and as many mor[e] as you can ~cure that if a favourable sta[te] present for 
her touching you may put yt: aboard wth: Expedition but if you meet wth : a good 
-oppertunity, in the mea.n time send them to us. 

The Par by W:h : .you sent bales and Peppr: doth not yet appear nor the boat 
wth: ye: Madras Merchts: Goods.· , 
. Ginghams of 16: co and 40: co and fin9 morees are Esteemed fine Goods in our 
~.ontracts, tho it is not Suppos'd that the Merchta: gain so much by them as by the 
lJetAelas. 

Wee observe Yor: answer to the B propositions as to the pt:: tis time Yor : 
_ Mercht• : pd : dearer for the Europe Goods they took, then ours doe the -price hath 

falne in two ·Years, and tis our opinion yt: if they or any other Merchts: will take 
i>:fi any considerable quantitys ye : price must still bee abated but still wn : wee make 
~ontracts there mlist bee a Regard had to the putting of Europe Goods if possible, and 
ih.at is better then to trust to the uncertain salle of Fort s~: : George God_owne. 

2d: . Wee. Esteem Yo": MerchtB: Responsible, and wish wee could find out in 
Fort St: George a Company more Responsible then they. • 

Bd : Wee gladly take notice of what you informe us that the Cloth now 
-provided by our Merchta: att Wooriar Pollam is the Exact sorts web: have been made 
tor Dutch for a long time, for, many Years the distinction has Run thus when a 
J>~ice of Good cloth is shown, it is called the Dutch sort, and a bad piece the English 
~loath both by the Natives and our selves and if the provision of this Wcell ~f Cloth 
:att Wooriar pollam will show us the way of makeing the English and Dutch sort alike 
it will prove a Good Service ·to the Rt:: Honble : Compa: and Provision of that Cloth 
is to be Encouraged, and promoted by such men and in such manner as will best 
..answer the End Concerning '!ch : you promise us Yo' : further thoughts.· 

In the mean time wee are to advise you that a small Country Ship from Bengali 
1U'ri.ved on 27th: Inst: and brought us a Genu: lettr: from the Agent &ca: ad viseing 

. that there is an Interloper, the Antelope Edwd: Clyves Supra Cargo arrived there, 
·who giyes ad vice of 4 Ships of the Rt : Honble : Comp11 

: designed for Surat and Persia, 
.and 3 for this Coast and Bangall, and one f[ . • .] wch: were Ready many 
months [ . . . J and therefore wee may Suddainly [?expect] their arrivall they 
-will probably L? bring] us more Europe Goods and Stock to [? be in ]vested for their 

. laiding and itt musft be] our immediat consider.,tion how to <Wv[ide] Goods Enough 
to dispatch at least one [in J Janl'1: wth: Coast Goods but wee Expect thl_ ere J will be 
.another aliso to be filled up fro[ m J the Bay and therefore wee must as eoo[ .n J as 
possibly wee can make contracts, [and] the larger the better Especially becau[se] 
·this Interloper: Spreads Reports of mor[ e J comeing jf so <fl9"haps one may come upon 
the-Coast, and it is our duty to doe all yt: I yes in our po,ver, to defeat, and diHappo-
int th~ir designe. . · . 

:Mr : Clyves hath advised yt : there was a plott in England for tbe Murdering of 
- the King on the 25th : :fiebry : last but by Gods Good providence it was discovered the 

-day. before; & prevented, and itt appeared that King James was Ready wth; an Army 
of 30,000 men and transport Ships on the Coast of ffrance to make a descent into 
England. · 



Letters tr{)m ll'ort St. George, 1696 91 

Our Spy Bramine att the Campe .adviseth that the Nabob went out about 8 
.dayes since from Arcott w•h: his army to fight the Morattas, whom 25,000 a part of 
wch : Army Encounted wth : David' Cawn and surrounded the Moors Uamp. The 
Nabobg provisions being Spent (after he had sent messages to Santogee GurpoQ.ra) 
mad his way through the thinest of the Morattas, and came to .Arcott S dayes agoe 
it is said Santogee is gathering all.his men to beseige Arcott if he bee in earnest they 
will probably bee to hard for t.he .Moors for they are five ~o one but there hath hither 
to seemd to be an understanding between the N ob~b and Morattas and ((j9-haps twill 
end onely in a Good piscash. 

Th,e King William being pester'd wth: freight Goods, wah : must be unladen, and 
the weather being uncertaine wee cannot fix a day for ~er dispatch, but wee conclude 
She cannot saile from hence in 12 dayea ifyou send any bales order ye : Vessell to 
looke out for the King William and if they meet to deliver the Goods wth: Invoice, 
an[ d] to take a bill of ladeing wch : must be inclosed in a letter to th~ Rt: Honi>Ie : 
Compa: but yn: some 'fPso:q: must bee sent wth: those Goo4s who IS capahle of 

.doeing it. 
If our Merchts : shall bring in any more Goods from W ooriarpollam, [? which if 

you J cannot ((j9-sently meet wtb : an opp[ ert]unity of sending hither you may Recei[ ve 
~ and] Embale brown, so many peices of [?long]cloth an•:l Sallampores as you shall 
·t find J fitt for that purpose, and Either se[ nd] them hither- or lade aboard the Ki[ ng] 
-will~~ in same ~nner as you [may] find occasion to dispose of Yor: ow[n] bales 
Jnvmcmg that Cloth apa[rt. wee J are. -

. Yor · very Affect: F[reinds] 

No.1. 

NATHLL H[tGGINsoNJ . 
JoHN STY[LEMAN]. 
\V ILLI.Alll F .RASE[R ] • 

.FRAlWIS ELLIS. 
RoGR : BltADDYLL. 

CHARLES HARWELL. 

THOMAS WRIGHT. 

MATT: EMPSON. 

FORT gr : GEORGE [ • J 
'To THB RT : Yf oRPLL : Oil AHLES EYRE AGENT 

· &c& : CouNOILL IN BENGALL. 

on~the 27th: past Ship_ Anne broug[ht 1 your General! Letter dated 25th: August 'ship Anne .. 

-and on soth: D [o·:: Mar[y j brougl:.t us your Gen1': Letter dated 3d: September·with 
-the papers according to the respective Lists. . •• 

We are sensible of the necessity of keeping two. Sloops for the service of the R'' : . 
H: Comp80

: ships in Bengali; Experience[? proves] that you cannot hire vessells when 
.occasion requires. [ ... ] as you desire wee shall eitber return the Mary Buoyer or 
se[nd] the Josia Ketch to you. But the latter being not yet arrived w[ee] cannot 
determine which. If she doth not arrive we must th[en] send the Mary Buoyer 
forward to Bombay from whence we suppose his Excell1 : &ca will return her to you 
with all expedition. Wee thank tbe Owners of the Greyhound for the kin"d offer of 
her service upon this occasion. ' 

You give very good reasons for fQrtj,fying [ • . ·• J [and it has] bee~ the 
Rt! H : Comp8 

: designes for many years to [have a J ffortifycation in Bengali according~ 
to the [desig~J concerted by .Agent Charnock, and since the ~[ • • . ] emprove 
this oppertumty for that purpo.se [ • . • J by the Rt : H: (!ompa : t~at· we do not 
neglect it [ . . • J advised we have no Engineer that can L • • • ] 
:ffortifycation according to the Rules of .Art and the[refore] must leave it to you to 
:ffortif;ye in snch manner a (?s you may] judge best. Wee did not apprehend you 
intend[ ed.to fortifie aJbuilding in a pl~ce distant from the. fiactory [ • , . J 
Lett~r of the 234 April expressly mention [ · • • • ] design & proposall was .to 
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· make ~f [ . :-" . J £factory, and if that can be mad [ . • • ] we are of opi11 .. 
ion that it will be }Jetter to save then loose the money wch it hath cost (at least 7,000-
Rupees) and it will be less observed by the Government. 
. . .. Wee gladly observe that you are able to maintain a freindship with the Jlovern· 

ment and with the rebell Raja also in time of warr, The rule holds good in general! . 
That Traders in India ought to maintain a freindship or at least a nutrality with both· 
parties, and not espouse. the quarrell of either openly. But it seems you have managed· 
the business by a higlier strain of policy, assisting neither and yet ma'keing the
Moors beleive that you assisted them; and the Raja that·you are his freind. 'rho"~ 
this is a very nice poillt and difficult to maintain long without giving- occasion of 
jealousy to one or other yet we think you ought to prosecute this method as long as
you can, and, if at last things' happen so that you find_ a _necessity of declareing for or
takeing part with one, you must by all possible means maintain your freindship wth: 
the Moors and not act any ·thing contrary unless you shall be compelled by a neces--
sity of present. preservation. . · 

. Wee. are sorry there. is an Fnterloper come· to disturb and impede your business: 
at this unhappy Juncture. It 1s doubtless our Duty to do all that lyes in our power 
to defeat & disapoint their proceedings concerning wch: we need not add to what the. 
Rt: H : Comp" : have ordered in their Gen11 

: to Bengali dated 6th : 1\{arch 1694,. 
-:Parag : 21. . . · . . 

Wee don't <fj:l'ceive. whether Capt: Blun_<;ielt intends ttr call here or no. Hee-· 
ough~ to call for orqers and. for Company. [We J observe his Protest and yow· answer. 
Wee cannot tell[? what qua]nt~ty of each sort of Goods are Laden aboard that should 
make him complain. If you have ~ealt to h[?ard with] the ship in giving her too 
many round Bales and su[? ch) as make great breakage, if the Comander will in 
beha[lf of] himself and owners enter into Bond to save the· Rt_: H: Cor mp"' :] harmless. 
from all Demorage from the time of his disp[. atch ]. Lett something be done to mend his 
Lading, for two reasons pt, Because the owners ought not to be discouraged by 
filling up their ships with such Goods only as will make their tonage fall short, when 
it can be prevented. Ind~ed they s[hdJ all fare alike. 2d. Such Lading will make· 
the ship Cranke a r nd] so endanger sh1p & cargo to prevent w hicb it had peen better 
to have bought 500 or lOOQ md: Pepper to have filled up betw[een] the Bales below 
to make the Ship stiff. But wee suppose the ship will be gone ere this comes to 
your hands,' _ . · ~" 

We are glad the Diamond has escaped the danger and hope y9u have received. 
the money by her. · - · 

Since you· find that your Markets cannot t[ ake J off Europe Cloth wee ~ill Il ot. 
send you any more from· hen[ce •.. ] advise us. Pray use your utmost endeavours 
[ . • : •• ] of what you can. But if you cannot, rather ~hen[? keep it] in your~ 
Godowns where.it_will be ~xposed to more ha[? zard] yon may return to us so much· 
as you have not a [ • • . ] 6£ vending in a years time. · 

· W ~~ sball depend upon yon for the lading of the. Fleet fr[igate J for· England .. 
1f before her departure you shall [ have ] received Directwns for new private· 
sailing [ • . . ] cannot dispatch her before the middle of Jan[ uary J Comand r : 
orders to touch here ~ his way [ • • • ] sailing orders or for Company. . 

Wee don't know whether you advised Mr: Holcomb concerning the Postilion, but-· 
·we~ found it so entred in the Vizagaplll.: Diary. . 

· Wee don't deny to have received the acco11 : or List of .Mr: Peachey;s Goods signed . 
by yr: Cormell, but we deny that you have ever given an answer to what we wrote in 
ours of 24th June 1695, for want .of wch: we cannot proceed with yr: Peachie. Oa 
the first Leisure day when other more necessary business will permit, let the Councill 
meet-and peruse that part of our sd: Letter which relates to that matter with yor: 
answer of 14th August 1695 and you will find that you have answered only: to one· 
question, Vizt: concerning :Mr : Peachies refuseing to deliver remwns &ca.-but you· 
have not sent a valuation of the Maulda goods, nor an acco11 : of the Mauld.a Bills ~ch •. 

Y.r: :Peachie orde:red Mr Bowridge to deliver. 
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· The fileet frigat will probably bring you.4 or 500 bahar of Pepper, perhaps more .. 
If there be no other ship to be dispatched and it be necessary for compleating the 

. Ships Tonnage she may take it all, but if there be another ship to be dispatched she 

. ought to have a share ; or if you can ?therwise fi~l up the ship; you may keep some 
for the next. Wee hear that Pepper 1s now sold m Bengali at 9 or 10 Hup8

: ~ md: .. 
if you want goods to make up a ships Lading, we think you ought to buy it, we 
having the R'': H: Compa.: orders for buying at above 20. Pags: 1?' Candy, and we 
have bo1;: above 1000 Candy here anU. at Fort S' David. B~sides your buying 
may prevent the Interlopers, who will otherwise, probably buy it . 

.M.r George Crook .deceasd having many accots : depending with Merchants of 
·ibis place, to adjust which his widow (desi]reing to come hither and having made 
·request by her relations that she may have liberty of bringing her Childr[ en] and 
:ffamily to reside here, wee have consented that she may with her family taka her 
passage on any of the H.t: H Compa: [ships] bound hither. 

-Lieutenant Seaton who marryed the widow of Thomas Mackrith deed : desireing 
-to have an aeco' : of the salary of [Mr] Mackrith payable in England, Lett the 
Accomptant send us a copy thereof signed as it Rtands in the Genu : Books. 

Wee have very little Saltpetre and know not how soo.n we may want. If there 
-comes more Ships then you can dispatch for England in JanY: or :£february send them 
hither Laden with Saltpetre Grain &08 stores wrote for, and if it sho[ uld] happen 
that you can dispatch no more Ships this year then the .Fleet firigat reserving enough 
for her Lading send the remaining bales to us by the Rt: H : Comp" : ships, wb : may 
-enable us to dispatch a ship from hence in .fiebruary. 

If yon shall not have one of the Rt : H : Comp~ : sL hip Js to Iii[ end] hither with 
Salt petre, send us as much as you [? can in the J Country Ships in the months of 
December and J an[uary ? at the J rate of 20 <{f}' Cent freight, wch : will be much cheaper 
[? then to J buy saltpetre here, as we shall be compelled to do if [you] supply us not. 
Wee are -

· Your Affect : fre[inds J 

lTo. 2. 
To THB Ho.NBn : WILLIAM fuTsELL 

PRESID1' : Oll' FoRT sr : GEoRGE AND 

Gov•: 0.11 FoRT sr DAvD &o" CoUNCILL 
OJI FoRT sr DAVID. 

NATRLL: H[IGGINSON J 
JoHN S(TYLEn.u] 
W ILLI[Alf FRASER J 
F:sA[Ncis ELLis] 
l . . . ] . 

FoRT sr: GEORGE 3» OoTOBER 1696. 
-

Wee this day reed: yours of 29th past advisein&.t that in a short time you shall Pa5~ 
have 124 Bales ready either to be sent hither or put aboard the King William. By rer 

our la!t of the 30th past, we desired you to send hither as many bales as you can, if 
oppertunity presented, or to keep them ready for the King William if wee should 
find occasion to send her to you to fill up. Also to receive what Cloth our Merchants 
shod : bring in, and embale as many peices of Longcloth and Salampores brown as 
are fitt for that purpose which we confirm. 

And because we cannot tell but there may be occasion for more :Bales to fill up 
the King 'Villiam, let all the Cloth that our Merchants shall bring to you, besides 
what you embale brown be delivered to the Washers & embaled that they may be 
ready also for the King William, sorting them as you do your own, makeing due 
abatements for want of measure or goodness, placing the charges to Acoot : Currt : 

'Vee are sorry for the disappointment by the return of the St David Yatch & 
~arr (advised in yours of 29th: past) wh: wee are afraid will force us to send the. 

24 
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King William to you. But if we can £11 the ship up here, wee shall dispatch her·· 
from hence. Wee are 

Your very Affect : freinds 
NATtlL: HIGGINSON. 

JOHN 8TYLI!MAN. 

wILLIAM FRASB R. 

FRANCIS ELLIS. 
HoGER BRADDYLL. 
CHARLES BARWELL. 

THOliAS WRIGHT. 

MA'ITH: EMPSON. 

No. 3. 
FoRTS'~' GEoRGE 6'~'11 OCTOBER 1696. 

To ::MB SIMON HoLcoMB, CHElF &cA. 
Co~NCILL AT VIZAGAPAT.AM'. .. 

. Our last was~13th August. Wee have receive[dJ yours of 24th July and 6th 

August overland and 14th September lfP' Ship King William and 25~h September~ 
Mary Buoyer with the respective accompanying Bangall Pacquets Paprs: and Books. 
according to your Lists. · 

· . As you find any difference in the passing of Madrass & Surat Rupees , on your· 
Coast ad vise us. · r 

The Buff Coat is English fashion~ 
The King William arrived here on 29th past with 251 bales. 

'. The eight slabs of Lead we shall debt your- Acoot : for Pa : 18 : 22. The Bell 
from Metchlepatam is to be entered in yor Accot : Carrt : as all other things yt : you · 

.receive, noting the place from whence received. 
·wee have received the Chest unknown ·and keep it und[erJ seal as received. 

There appearing no cause- for chargeing Lewis fferrara with the designed death of 
the Jentu Womarn I wee have thought it fitt not to prosecute_him but he se[rves] in 
onr Garrison, aud Christa : Fening also when recovered o_f the Sickness he contracted 
by serving the Seerlascar and the unhealthy hills. 

Wee shall debt your Accot : Pag• : 51 : - for the prime [cost 1 of 206 Teak 
plank part of the Brigantine stores, whi[ch Mr] Holcombe bought and he is to pay 
the sd: sum in[to the Rt :J Honble: Comps: cash at Vizagapatam. 

If you had advised us that :Pepper, tinn, Ele [ . . . l Sandall & Gance 
would have yeild~d a profit [ , • . ' J wee would have sent them, but before you 
[ . . . J the Monsoon is past and there can be no [ . . . J sending till 
fiebruary, iD the mean tim[ e . . • J and quantity of each sort vendable, without 
which we shall not know how to govern ourselves in buying. 

. Wee should not accot : the price of sticklac dear at 20 Rup• : ~ Candy if it were 
good, but t}le muster you sent us seems to be quite decayed, yeilding little or no 
colour and would ,be altogether unfitt to send home. There comes some (tho not of 
the best sort) from the Woods in the Country lying far west from hence, wch: seems 
to be much better. Wee send you two small sticks of it, by which you may compare 
any muster of Stick.lac which shall be brought yoa, by powdering a pagoda weight 
of each and put them into a little cold water wah : in few hours will discover the 
difference in the colour. The deapest colour is esteemed ye best. 

· i·ho' you cannot procure any dureing the warr with Somberdu remember to 
provide it so soon as it can be procured good. The Rt : H : Comp• : do much desire 
1t, and we should not think 50 Candy a year too large a quantity • 

. By your keeping all the treasure sent you by the K. William wee conclude you 
have a prospect of Investing it. 

There a.re no Ships as yet arrived from England, but we have advice of eight 
designed for India whereof three for the Coast and Bay and daily expect their arrivall. 
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The King William will clear us of all the Bales wee have and wee hope she will sail 
this month a full ship. It is our business now to provide a Lading for another Ship in . 
Janey: or ffebruY : if wee can possibly procure.IOOO bales, and that will but just serve 
for a ship of 400 or 500 tons. Wee shall use our utmost endeavours here and at Fort 
gt David, But ye Mei·chts: small performance this year gives little reason to expect r. .]00 bales from both places, because o.E the so long continuance of the war 
between the Moors and Morattas (who only take turns ~o rob the Country) and the 
great scarcity and dearness of Cotton; which in our parts hath been all this year 24 
& Sl pags :.<W' Candy, and there is little reason to hope that the price will fall 
so low as 20 pags : <(j} Candy, Tho' in those parts about £fort St David it is 
at that price. \Vee are sencible that yon have laboured under the same difficulty : 
The Country is not yet freed from war and there is not a prospect of Cotton being so 
cheap and plentifull this year in your parts as it has been in former years, and tho' 
wee had hopes from yor: former ad vices that W'e might have received more bales by 
the Ki.ng William then 251 yet we are well satisfied you have done your best. 

But if things prove no worse with you then they are at present wee hope you 
will be able to Invest yor: whole stock by January, wch: by the Invoices reed: and 
sent wee conclude to be above 20,000 Pag•: Vizt: in Cash and what due from your 
]\ferobantR, which wee suppose .may be sufficient for about 350 bales of your four 
Contract Sorts. '\Vee sh[allJ depend upon you for so .many but if you can encrease 
that number, the more the better. 

Wee easily credit the reasons you give for not pr[ ovideing] such sorts of 
Cloth as the Merchants have not used to (provide J and till the Country is better 
settled and Cotton chea[l>er you]' will not be able to make any considerable progre[ ss 
? in your] undertakings. You may therefore Contract wit[h? your merchants) upon. 
t:b.e last terms to the Amot: of your Stock [ . . • ] by the 15th or 20'h J anY 
11ext, or ·so soon as you l . . . J them_ to undertake,~ and wee hope they 
. [ . . . J all sooner because by yor adviMs you hav[ e • • . 1 considerable 
sums to them long since. 

But wee have occasion to consider not only the provision of Goods for the Rt : H : 
Comp" : but how to prevent the Interlopers from procureing them on this Coast if 
any should come. Wee ar~ ad vised from Bengali (as wee suppose you will hear from 
thence) that an interloper is arrived there the Antelope Mr Edward Clyves supracargo, 
who gives out there. is another acomeing (sic). If the stop on the trade of Bengali 
continue as it is now (oooasioued by the rebellion of a Raja) it is very probable that 
they will find themselves disappointed of. their Lading there, and may come to try 
their fortune on this Coast. Wee esteem it our duty in conformity to our Rt: Honbie: 
Masters orders to do all that lyes in our power to defeat & disappoint them. · For 
which end we think it a very proper & e:ffectuall method, to engage our Merchants 
by as large Contracts as wee can prevail wth : them to undertake, so as to keep them 
and the weavers in full employ throughout the year. Therefore wee order you to 
make a further Contract with your Merchants for the delivery of 4 or 5000 Pag' : iri 
Cloth monthly, till August or JanuY 1697 you contracting to deliver them 4 or 5000 
Pags : on the fir~:~t day of every month, and they to deliver the same arnot: in Cloth 
wthjn 6 weeks or:::! months (as you can agree) after their receipt of each sum. If 
your merchants shall object that some mo'11• : will not allow them to provide so much 
as others, you may make the sums deliverable in such months more or less 
accordingly. 

Wee cannot tell what sum you will have in your hands when you receive this 
and therefore cannot name the precise time from whence suoh ~ contract shod: 
oo~ence but we leave it to you to make it commence ft·om that time W0 will best 
comport with your stock the provision of 3 or 400 bales in JanY next aud the end 
designed in keeping yor~ merchts: and weavers constantly employed. Wee have no 
prospect of sendg you any further stock till :ffebruary and then probably wee may 
send one of the Rt: H: Comp8

: Ships to you as wee did the Russell :ffrigat last year, 
and after that time the Monsoon will afford frequent oppertunitys of sending as 
occasion shall require. 
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Wee propose a double advantage by this method. When your Merchts: hne 
engaged the weavers they cannot serve others, and if they do, the justice of yo11r 
plea and the good correspondence wch : ~{1' : Rolco!Ilbe has hitherb m'linta.ined. with 
the seerlascars may prevail with him to grant such Rocc.1's as will compell ,both 
weavers and merchants to du~ complyance. · · 

. If any Interloper shall come upon your Coast or if you hear of their comeing, do 
not wait for our orders but we desire and require you to take such a course and to use 
such methods either by applycation fo the ~Nabob or otherwise, as you shall upon due 
consideration think most proper for defeating thei[r J designed trade, which is so 
injurious to the Rt: Honbie :Company and tending to the ruin of the East India trade. 
Wee are · 

No.4. 

To IIIs E:x:OELLY: s•: JOHN GAYER 

Your: Loving fr[einds] 
' NATHlo: HIG[GINBON.J 

JoHN Sr[rLEMAN. 1 
WILLIAM [FRASER.] ' 
FRAN( CIS ELLis.] 
.HoG(.nR BRADDYLL.l 
C!IA[ BLES BAR WELt.] 

TLHOMAS: WRIGHT.] 
[? MAITH: EMPSON.] 

FORT ST: GEORGE 8TH OCTOBER 1696. 

GENKRALL AND CHElF DIBEoroBB FOR AFFAIRS & FOBUES OH 
vrs R~ : HOl'iBLB : ENGLisH EAsT INJJIA. CoMr.lNY IN INDIA 
%1° ... CoUNOILL IN' BoMBAY. 

The J osia Ketch being not arrived, and being willing to return her to Bombay 
and the :Mary Bnoyer to Bengali wee detain the Buoyer so long as may be safely 
done, in hopes of the Josias arrival!. But the weather- being uncertain wee have 
ordered the Master to repair and remain aboard and in case of bad weather to 

. make the best of ,his way to B,ombay. '£his serves only to inclose the Bill of 
Lading & Invoice of Saltpetre laden in Bengali 500 bags, and to acquaint that the 
King William is now Lading for England and wee hope will depart in ten days if 
weather permitt. _ . 

The Agent and Council! of Bengali desire the Mary Buoyer may return to them 
for the service of the River, as we suppose they mention in their accompanying pao-
quet received by the Mary Buoyer. Wee are . 

Your E:x:ceJll•: &ca very humble 

[ · • • • ] GooDMAN MAsTER [N~; 5.] 
[ • • • ] Buor:sR. · 

a:dd obedient Servants . 
NATHL: HIGGINSON. 

JoHN SnLEl:l.AN. 
WlLLIAil FRASER. 

FB.AlllOIS ELLIS. 

HoG EB BBADDYLL. 
CHARLES BA.RWELL. 

THOMAS WRIGHT. 

:MJ.T1'H: EMPSON. 

. There being 500 bags of Saltpetre laden on ye Mary [Bu]oyer designed to be 
sent to J ombay either by the sd: Buoyer or by the Josia Ketch if shee shall arrive in 
due time, whose arrivall and the weather being uncertain; Wee hereby order you to 
repair and remain on board the Buoyer till further order, in the mean time if bad 
weather comes on that you apprehend it unsafe to continue at Anchor, you are then 
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-to put out to sea and make the best of your way for the Port of Bombay ~here when 
.arrived you are to-- deliver our Letter herewith delivered you as directed to his 
Excell1 : sr: John Gayre Gen11

: &ca. Councill whoRe orders you are to follow for your 
.Lading & further proceed[ing] dated in Fort St: George this Sth day of October 1696. 

No. 6. 

N ATHL : HIGGINSON~ 
.1 OHN STY LEMAN. 

w ILLlAM FRASER: 
~"BANCIS ELLIS. 
RoGER BRADDYLL. 
CHARLES BARWRLL. 
THOlUS WRIGHT. 
M ATIH : EMPSON. 

FoRT 81': GEoRGE 14rx OoToBBR 1696. 
"'l'o Hrs ExcsLLT : SB : J oa.N GAYER KNT : 

CAPT: GENLL: AND CHElF DIR.E.CTORK OF ALL AFFAIRS 

& FoRCEs oF TI-rE RT : HoNBLB : ENGLisH EAS'I' INDIA 
CoMPA : IN INDIA &cA CouNLL: IN BoMBAY • 

. May. it please yor Ex.cellY &ca. 
Our last was dated :;._gth [. • • • J via Surat, copy whereof comes inclosed, <IP'Ma.r:r 

·wch: acknowle[ dges the J rer.eipt o£ yours dated 18th l\Iay by the Ketch which is 11ot Huoyer .. 

. ar[rived] as wee expected from Acheen, nor have wee heard any th[ing of] her nor 
the other Ships since our last, but there being [ . • • J in Company wee hope 
they are safe. On the 30th day [ • • · . J the Mary Buoyer arrived from Bengall 
with [ . . • J wee have waited thus long in hopes of the [ • . • J bring you 
the Salt-petre, and then wee would have returned the Buoyer to Be11gall where she is 
wanted; but now despairing of the Ketch and it growing too late to keep her long 
for fear of the Monsoon, wee send her forward, with the 500 bags Salt-petre and 200 
bags more added hern, as CW.Invoice and Bill of Lading arnot: to Pags: 1665: 11: 4: 
Capt: Baker being willing to return to .Bombay, wee have appointed him master of 

·the Buoyer. When the Ketch comes, wee shall send her to yor: Excell1 : &ca _ancl pray 
that the Buoyer may be returned for Bengall according to the request of the Agent 
& Councill. 

The severnll Papers wch wee sent yor ExcelP': but miscarryed with our overland 
Pacqt: of September 1695 having been since coppyed comes herewith as CW List of 

-this pacquet. 
Wee take good notice of what yor : ExcellY: &oa wrote in yours of the 18th .Uay 

concerning the difficulty of obtaining a Phirmaund and when obtained may not 
answP.r the greatness of the charge by reason of the suddainly expected change in the 
Empire, and till that can be obtained we inust buy our freindship here with the 
Nabob at as cheap a rate as we can. And wee may well call it buying for he is 
:Mercenary and rapacious who under the coller of conquering the Morattas, doth only 
emplov his army in Plundering and robing the Country, and if he stays here many 
years more, the Country wi11 be utterly ruined and dispeopled. 

AccorJing to the request of Comadore Brabourn &ca we sent 22 Bricklayers, 
Carpenters &ca Workmen by a Parr belonging to that place, and we now send them 
by the Bnoyer 21820 Rup9

: and a Gin and Topaz soldiers the amot: of what sent by 
the Buoyer and Parr is Pags: 64:05: 26: 3 as by the Inclosed copy of our Invoice. 
Wee could not send more soldiers because the Vessell wants suitable accomodations, 
but wee suppose another oppertunity may suddainly CW sent.· 

w·ee take due notice of your Excel18
: approbation of what hath been transacted 

here, with respect to Cochin China, Pegu and Acheen; The event hitherto hath not 
answered expectation. Wee have beard nothing yet of the Ship wch : went to Cochin 
China in May 1695. Wee despair of doing any good at Acheen while ~P: Delton is 

. ~ 25 
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there and the Loyall Captain wch went to Pegu in September 1695 lost her passage
in her return from thence and was put. into Acheen by contrary winds and is not yet 
arrived, so that there is no further acco1;: of M1

•• ffi.eetwoods Treaty with that King,. 
then that the captives are released. 

The Dutch and others hav:e foun~ so much trouble by f!lrruing Lands in Bengali, . 
_that wee could. never find reason to g1ve the Agent & Counclll orders for :ffarming the 
Towns adjacent to Chuttanuttee; and wee nave had a late instance here (tho' there 
is something <ij}ticular in our case) of the inconvenience of medling wth them. When 
.Narrain carryed a Present to ye Nabob in ~ay 1695, the Nabob gave him a Perwan
na for a town 9alled Cattewack about 10_mlle [s] off to the northward for ye mainte
nan[ce] of. the Chinapatam Dubash. W~e took possession of it for ye Co[mpas] 
.Acco1;: but Narrain being since dismissed from being Duba[sh] the Nabob has lately 
taken it away by another Perwa[nna] and given it to the Pullomale~ renter: wee 
did. not think fitt [to] contend for it, ~mt suffered those that brought the Perwanna to 
take possession. 

The Estate. of Thomas, ~ilson deed : being Pags : 7 97 [ • . . J paid to . 
:Mr: wm: Morrice by the Attorneys of yr : Dolben [ . . . J paid into the Rt : 
H.: JJompaa: Cash on the 31st JanY :-95/6 and [ . • . J him on the Rt: Honble :· 
Compa.: to ditto Pilsons w\dow . 

. On the 24th day of September wee received yor: Excell[crs letter] dated the lOth· 
· Ju~ overland, wch: wa,s accompanyed [ . . . J the Honble: Presid•: &ca: at Surat,. 

whiCh gave us the [ . • . J their releasemt: from so long and troublesome a 
confinement, during woh : they sent us sever all Letters ad viseing their circumstances 
under :ffrench cover) but wee had not confid~nce enough in the french to trust our 
answer by that conveyance. 
. Wee have not heard any thing concerning Capt: Etherington since his being at" 

. Batavia. . ' · . - . 
The' papers relating to Mr: Walsh &c• and Ship Elizabeth comes herewith as ~ 

.List. Mr : Walsh understood our Instructions to limit the price and therefore did 
not sell the Cloth at Acheen. · 

They write from Bengali that if there comes a great quantity of Cloth they shall 
n.ot be able to sell for half the prime cost. Wee have ordered them to return to us. 
so much ,as they find that they cannot vend in a year or two's time. Wee sell here 
at Pag8

: 20 & 21 <fP' half peice Broad Cloth and 42 for Aurora, but if wee could meet 
wth : a Chapman that would take off the whole or a considerable part, we should 
gladly take a less price because we expect more_ yearly and we have more already 
then we can expect to sell this twelve months, but·no body will offer a price for so· 
great a quantity, because the Country will not afford a vend otherwise then now & 
then a few peices to the Camp. , 

Should wee' ~ke further applycations to the Queen of Acheen, for the delivery 
of yr : Delton &ca it can't be done without a further charge, woh : wee dare not put the 
R•: Honble: Comp": to wthout your Excell•: order. The accompanying accot : contains 
the charges woh have been already expended, and tho' the greatest part thereof is 
occasioned only by the Pearls Cargo & men &c .. from Tonqueen yet there was 100 
Tale left by :Mr: Walsh &ca with :M_r: Soams for the Paggaring of the :£factory which 
wee fear the Rt: lionbie: Comp": will expect to be refunded, because as they ha\'e 
expressed it in some of their Gen1' : Letters to Fort s• George, tho' they allow a free 
private Trade. to such places as· Metchlepatam, Pegu ~ Acheen and the use of their 
deserted :ffactorys, yet they will be at no charge for their repairs or otherwise. 
lr{t Walsh &c1 had no orders for expending that 100 Tale, and yet it seems hard 
to make them. pay for it, because they intended well, and it appeared to them 
~ece~sary for the ordered setUem.ent. Wee pray yor Excell8

: consideration & clirection 
m th1s matter. 

By what your ExceDr: writes of Issa Cooley we find further reason to suspect 
that he cheated us of 5,000 Rup8 : woh: we pd; here to his order, upon his advice that 
he was obliged to make good that sum for the procureing of the Kings Husbull
bookum for takeing off the stop of Trade in_ Surat and Bengali in 1693/4, and tho' it. 
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is probable that he is capable of manageing business well at Court, yet -doubtlese he· 
do's his own ,busi:c.ess with other peoples money and at best is very extravagant,. 
and wee are fully of yor Excellys : mind that he is not a fitt man to be trusted. 
But do not know where to find a better either of the same or any other nation. 

'Vee sent a few pieces of Europe cloth of severall sorts by ::Mr: Doiben & 
Mr: Trenchfield by the Elizabeth to Canton for the purcha[ se J of the Velvets &ca Issa 
Cooley desired for the Mogul! according to his Muster; ·and witball desired them to 
bring us an accot: not only of the prizes, but also of the quantity vendable at that 
Port, and if they bring us an incourageing report, perhaps the Merchts: of this place 
will send some thither next year. 

\Vee heartily wish it true that Mooculas Cawn h[ as J obtained a Phirmaund 
for the excluding Interlopers, it wod: now be very seasonable (there being one arrived 
in Bengali the Antelope Edward Clyves supra cargo and another expected whereof· 
as well as their other affairs the Agent &oa ad vise.i to have given yor Excell1 : &c• 
an Accot: in their Pacquet which comes herewith). But wee are afraid it is too good 
news to be true. 

Inclosed is 5 Rup8 
: of the :M adrass stamp .and a copy of our Perwannas for eoin .. ~ 

ing. Wee receive ~ W Cent for Pagodas and Moohers and 2 W Cent for Silver· 
Rupees coined for perticu~er persons. . 

By the Fleet frigat in May last Mr: ffrancis Ellis and Mr: Roger Braddyll arrived. 
and took their places in ys Councill according to the station appointed them by the 
Rt: H : Cm;np!!olj: Commission. The informations received from Bengall relating to 
Mr Braddyll have been under our consideration in Counoill, but is not yet brought 
to a result; which will be if not before soon after the King William is dispatched; 
if thereupon it shall appear that he is not really guilty of ye matter charged, wee 
pres1Ulle your ExcellY : doth not intend his suspention but if it shall appear that he 
is, wee shall observe your orders relating to Mr Braddyll. 

The sailing orders web: wee sent to Bengali for Ship Martha did not arrive there · 
till her departure. 

Wee have no news of the ffrench Ships on this side 'of India. \Vee hope they 
are gone home and pray God preserve our m·asters ~hips out & home that they may 
not meet with those or any others. Mr: Bra bourn sent us the Copy of a Letter from 
Tellecherry concerning a Pyrat there, web: gave an accot: of 16 ffrenob ships that 
were gone either to the 'Vest Indies or South seas, it is not plainly expressed which. 
wee cannot tell what to judge of it but doubtless yor Excell7 : h~s a more perfect . 
~~ , 

A Parr that came from Gallee the 1•' September advised that the America ·wa~ 
there, and put in to stop a Leak, and yt there was a ship or two from China but no 
further Acco~: · 

'J7~b October 1696. 

Letters from an Armenian at the Kings Camp to an Armenian here dated 21•t 
September advise of News received there from Surat, that the five ffrench t;hips have 
met with six Dutch Ships near Muscat and taken three and sunk two. The other· 
escapeing to Gombroon foundred in the road (no time mentioned) and that the Kmg 
of Persia bas sent an Army by Land against .Muscat, and the l'ortuguez :Bleet is to . 
assault them by sea. 

By the List your Excell>': will o~serve the copys of the severall Letters inclosed 
wch : we have received from and sent to ye: Rt : H : Compa: and severall•other papers. 
Perticulerly the Duplicate of our Letter intended by the King William, where 
unto wee pray yor Exce1IY: to be referred for an A coot: of our affairs so far as we have. 
written. 'Vhat shall be· added will be sent your Excel17 : overland after the ships 
departure, wch: wee hope will be in a very few days if it please God wee be not .. 
llindred by fowle weather. 

Several Paragraphs of our Letter to the Rt: H: Compa: advise them of our refer
ring somethings to yor: Excellys direction, web: wee pray your Excel11 : to observe as if: 
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wee di~ repeat the perticule[rs] and give us orders therein and in the matter contain
ed in the inclosed copy of our Consultations dated loth & 17th Instant being a matter 

-of great importance. 
The N~bob hath had severall skirmishes with ye: Moratta~. Santogee 

·Gurporow With an Army of 12,000 hath fled from these parts towards Kisna river. 
The Nabob hath followed hi[m] till he came within 4leagues from this place to the 
~orth[ : . • ,] of Pollicat. 1'h~ G~nerall report is that he will in L his return to] 
Arcott VlSlt the Sea Coast, and 1t 1s very probable L • • .] don't happen to calt 
him directly and speedily. to [ • . .] at Arcott, and if he comes this way it will 
..cost us either money or trouble or both. Wee are 

Yor E.x:cells: &ca. very Humble: and 
Obedient Servants 

NATHL: HIGGINSON. 

JOHN STYLEMAN. 

WILLIAM FBASER. 

FRA.NOIS ELLIS. 
RoGER BRADDYLL. 
CHARLES BARWELL. 
THOMAS 'VRIGHT. 
MATTHEW EMPSON. 

LisT o.11' THE PAOQ.UllT To TJ;J:E GENERALL AT BolllBAY VrzT : 

1. Copy of Fort St George Genll: Letter to the Rt: H : Compa: 
natd: 19th JanY 1694/5 'fj} ship Prince~s .Ann of Denmark. 

:2. Copy of Ditto dated ·sd April 95 <(3} Ship London frigat . 
. 8. Copy of Ditto dat4 :·6th-June 1695 <tP' Armenian Merchant. 

4 Copy of Ditto datd: 81 January & 6th ffebruY : 1 t 95 <tP' Ship Mary. 
-5. Copy of Ditto dat. lOjh £february 1695/6 <tP' Do: Ship. 
-6. Copy of the List of no: Pacquets. 
7. Copy of York Fort' ·Gen11·: Letter to ye: Rt: H-: Compa: dat: 29th October 

1695. 
8. Copy of Ditto to .Fol't St. George dat: 10th: £february 1695. 
9. Copy of yr: Barwells pertioular !etter to D0

; of Ditto date. 
J.O. Copy of Articles of Agreement made by Mr : Charles Barwell &ca Coun11 : of 

York Fort with the King of Manduta. 
11. Copy of an agreement made by M:r : Chaa : Barwell &ca Coun11 : of York 

Fort with Pangrom Jomgallo Raja of Sillibar. 
12. Copy, Abstract of the 11onqueen Diary. 
18. Copy, Accot: remains in the :ffactory of Tonqueen. 
1,, Copy, Accot: of the Syam Voyage in ye J!lnk from Tonqueen. 
15. Sundry remarks on the Tonqueen Genu: books letters R.S.T. V. W.X. 
16. Copy, M.r. Keelings answer to Do: remarks. 
17. Sundry Journ11

: Parcells taken out of the Tonqueen Books relating to thu 
Syam voyage. 

18. Ton queen Genll : to Fort St George dated 21st December 16 95. 
19. Copy, Lieu tent: Gen11 : Letter to the King [of] 'fonqueen. 
20. Copy, Dittos &c to the Prince. 
21. Copy, Dittos &c to the Bishop Dawner." . 
22. Copy1 Fort StGeorge Gen11 : Letter to yr: Watts & Coun11 : 30th May 169t:i. 
"23. Copy, Ditto to Mr: Walsh &ca dated 18th July 1695. 
24: .. Copy Commission & Instructions to Do: dated l9'h Do: 169:1. 
25. Copy Instructions to Mr. Walsh &ca. dated 20th July 16P5. 
26. Copy Commission to Capt: Thomas Oyles dated 18th July 16 95. 
27-. Copy of three letters to the Queen of Acheen. 
28. Copy Letters tJ the Orwnkeey & Shabander at .Acheen. 
29. Copy Presidt: & Coun11 : of Fort s• George their order to M.r £francis Delton 

&ca for their repairing hither. . 
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30. Copy of Papers relatritg to Ship Elizabeth as Entd: in ye list ofthePacq• sent 
1;}8hip Mary to the Rt : H : Compa; from N°: 16 to No: 27 except No: 25. 

31. C{)py of the Presidts: Letter to the King of Cochin China. 
32. Copy [of] :OOS : Instructions to ]Ir: Bowyear including ye terms on wch : a 
• setlement to be made there. 
33. Copy [of] Presidt : & Councills letter to ]Ir : Bowyear relating to a setle

ment there. 
3:1. Translate of a Petition presented to the Grand Vi.sseer .A..ssid Cawn relating to 

a Pbirmaund &ff" in ffebY: 91/2, and Mess~'~~: Trenchfeild & Pitts 
obligation for the Paymt: of 12,000 Rup• : to Zulph : Cawn. 

35. C<>py [of] Consultation about Emaim Cooleys going to the Kings Cam(p J & the 
Presidts: obligation for paying him 4,000 Rup•: upon Delivery of a 
Phirm.aund. 

36. Copy Memorand11Dl.S delivd: Emaim Cooley by ye: President whe[ n] going to 
the Camp. · _ 

37. Copy of se1u: Fort St George Consultations as Entd : in [ • J the 
Pacqt: 29th ..A:n00'U.St -95 to Bombay N°. 1 to 5. 

33. Copy [of] Consultation 41h ffebY : relating to the Com.miss[ • - • . J the 
. Councill of Fort St George. 

3 9. Copy of sevn : Par : of Consult : relating to a Cow le desired. 
40. Copy [of] ~_[r: Frasers papers relating_ to & Draught of sd: Cowie. 
41. Copy l_of] Consultation dated 24:'h September 1695. 
42. C{)py rtof] yr Jhaser paper dated 14th May 1695. 
43. Copy ofJ Presidents answer thereunto. 
4-l. Copy of J severall letters &~ relating to a controversy between the Dutch 

and the Govr: & Councill of Fort St. David concerning two Dutch soldiers. 
45. Copy [of] Fort StGeorge Genu: Letters relating to Ditto. 
46. Copy [of I Fort st George Gen" Letter to the Govr & Coun11 : of N ega-

patam, dated 17th June 1696 relating to Cooley Chittee. · · 
47. Copy of Fort St George Genu: Letter to Bengali da~: 7tb. ffeh': 1695/6. 
48_. Copy [of] late Presidt: Yales Petition to the King. · 
49. Copy of the .l:'residt : & Coun11 : of Fort St George their remarks on D' :-

Petition; . 
50. Copy of a letter from yr: wm: Soamsdatd 2tth June 1696 with list [of] mens 

names that seized the Mocho firigat. . . 
51. l!r : William Soams Letter to the Govr dat : 6th July -9 6 relatiug to 

Ketch J osia. -
52. Copy of James Croff Declaration relating to Ketch Josia. 
53. Copy [of] ~ichard Caswell his declaration relating to Ditto. 
54:. Copy Hossen Tandell &ca Lascars their declaration concerning 0° : 
55. Copy Instructions to 11r: Edwd: :fileetwood & James Leslie for treating with 

the King of Pegu. 
56. Copy Presidt: Letters to the King of Pegu and officers. 
57. Capt: Laycock's receipt for a clock reed: of Capt : Blundell. 
58. Accot: o: the Woolen .Manufacture received and disposed of in the Presidency 

of Fort St George from the Primo October 1692 to the [Lacuna in the-
original. J _ · 

59. C{)py of Fort StGeorge Gen11 : Letter to the Generall & Councill of Bombay 
dated l81h August 1696. , 

60. Companys letter to the Fort dated 6th March 169:1. 
61. Copy of the Companys Generall to the Bay no : date. 
62. Copy of a Commission appointing Genu : & Lieutent : Generall of India & 

Councill of Fort S' George. 
63. Copy of a Commission for preventing a failure of Justice at the Fort in case 

of the death of Judge Dolbeu. 
6!. Copy [ofj ~P. Braddylls accot: ~ilver coined by him in ~a_jamaul ~t. 
ti5. Copy of two Consultations relating: to yr Braddylls commg of Silver fo~ 

accot:. of the Natiyes of Bengali. 
66. Copy [of] Consultation dated 15th October -96. 
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67. Copy (of] Consultation dated 17 no: 
68. Copy of severall Phirtnaunds &ca Persian from N°: 1 to 16. 
69 •. Copys of tlie Transla~es of Prince Cawri Bux Neshawn &ca Perwans: relating 

to the Mint. . 
70. Copy [of] yr : Walsh &ca Accot ~ of Expences at Acheen.· · · . 
71. Duplicate of Fort 8! George Gen11 : Letter to the Rt : H : 0 : dat : 30th Sepr : 

-96. 
72. Eort 811 George Gen11 : Letter 'to Bombay dated 141ih and 17th October -96. 
78. Accot: wages paid the men belonging to the Mary Buoyer. 
74. List of Stores belonging to the Mary Buoyer. .. 
75. New Madrass Rupees five. 
76. Invoice for what Laden on board the Mary Buoyer. 
77. Bill [of] Lading of Ditto . 

. 78. Copy Invoice of Treasure sent on the Mary Buoyr : to Anjengo. 
· 79. List of the Pacquet. 

. , No.7. 

To THE WoRpLL: JoRN"BRABoURN Co:nrA"OORE 

&o'- CouNciLL ATr ANJEN_ao. 

FoRT STGEoRGE 17TH OcTOBER 1696. 

;y Hal'J - Our·Iast was dated 81" August 1696 <@' Country Parr Copy whereof comes 
• .Buoyer. inclosed, since well wee received yours dated 2411h August adviseing of a Pyrat 

appearing upon ye Coast of India, which is bad newa and hath occasioned us to 
coJJ.sider whether it ~s convenient to v-enture so much upon the Mary _Buoyer 
as you intimate necessary for your present supply. Yet considering how much 
that settlement doth depend upon the speedy finish· · [of] the :ffortifycations, 
as you have constantly represented to us, Wee have sent you Rup• : 21,820 and 
Dollars 205 such as wee co4 : get, and some other things as ~ Bill of Lading 
& Invoice, there being neither Ach~en Gold nor Chequeens nor more Dpllars 
procureable. This Vessell being not fitt for carrying of Passengers wee shall .send 
you Souldiers, Armes. &ca by the next conveyance which wee hope will suddainly 
happen by a Country Ship bound for Persia. · 

Wee have paid your :Qill to yr: William. Morrice for Pag': 211: 18 fan•. 
· Yesterday an Armenian received Letters from the Mogulls Camp adviseing 
hews from Surat, that the five ffrench ships have PJ.et with six Dutch ship~ near 
:Muscat and have taken three and sunk two, the other escapeing to Gombroon and 
there aunk in the road. The time and other cirr.umstances not mentioned wee do 
not know what Credit is to be given to this report, but wee thought :fitt to advise 
you of it, tho' if it be true you will probably have the news before you can: receive this; 
.and if any of the Rt: H: Comp•: ships sbo4 : arrive as expected, 'twill be convenient 
that y~u give them this caution, there is advice.of eight more designed for India. 
Wee are 

Your Affect : friends 

NATHL: HIGGINSON. 

JoHN StYLEMAN. 
WILLIAM FRASER. 
FRANCIS ELLIS. 
Roe ER BRADDYLL. 
CRAJi.LES B.!RW.ELL. 
THOMAS WRIGHT. 

MATTi: EMPSON. 
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LrsT Oil' THE P ACQ.UET TO A.N.J.ENGO <fP' MARY BuonB Vizt : 
No: 1. Generall Letter dated 17th October 1696. 

2. Copy Genu: Letter dat: 31 August 1696. 
3. Invoice of Treasure &ca. on ::Mary :Buoyer. 
4. Bill of Lading of Treasure &ca. on Mary Buoyer. 
5. A Seal. 
6. List of the Pacquet. 

No.8 .. 
To CAPTAIN STEPHEN BAKER CoMMANDER oF MARY BuoYER. 

Upon receipt hereof you are to repair aboard and (the treasure being laden) 
_-you are with the first opportunity of wind and weather to sail and make the best of 
· your way for Anjengo, where you are to deliver our Letter to ye Comodore & 
· Councill and the treasure. &ca Laden for that Port. From thence you are to proceed 
for Bombay and when a~rived deliver our Pacquet as directed to his Excellr: sr :
John.Gayre Generall &ca Councill whose orders you are to follow for your unlading 

. an~ further proceeding. Wee have certain advice of a Pyrate of 1~0 tons seen in 
July last on the Coast of India, and we have also a report that the ffive french ships 
which departed from Surat have been since on the Coast of Muscat and mett with 

·and taken or destroyed six Dutch ships, but whither they are since gone is not 
known. Wee give you notice hereof for yor: caution wishing you a good voyage 

-wee date these in Fort St. George t~s 17th day of October lti96. 

No.9. 

NAmL: HIGGINsoN. 
JOHN STYLlUaiAN. 
w ILLIAll FRASER. 
FRANCIS ELLIS. 
RoGER BRADDYLL. 
CHARLES BARWRLL. 
THOMAS WRIGHT. 

M.uni:· EMPsoN. 

FoRT. sr : GBORGB 28TH 0CTOBIB 1696. 

:ro THE HoNBu: W ILL:w: : HATSBLL PRssiDENT 
OF FoRT sr. GBORGE AND GovR: Oll' FoRT 
sr DA -v»: &o" CoUNCllL" A.T FoRT sr 

DAVID. 

HoN•n : &cA. : 

Our last .wa~ Sd Inst: ·ad viseing our intention of filling up the King William P :Pe.ta.r. 
here and yet fearmg wee sho_uld not have bales enough wee ordered you to receive 
all dur Merchants Cloth which they should bring in to you, & to embale as much 
as you could brown and to cause the rest to be washed and sorted. 

Upon fll!ther consideration of the season of the year. wee resolved to fi1:I up the 
ship here mth Pepper rather then~. send her. to take 1n your Bales, and 1t proved 
very well, for on Saturday the 24th 1n the mornmg the very day she sailed the wind 
began to blow fresh from the NWt : and so continued encreasing till Sunday night 
when the wind veer'd to t~e ~Et: and blew very hard with much rain all night till 
Monday noon, and then shiftmg to the southward abated. The NE• : wind brought 
in the sea to the ffort walls Batterys and points but God be thanked hath done no 
greater damage then to wash away part of y• sea gate Platforme and bare the .An(J'le 
of York point about 4 foot deep, notwithstanding a double row of stakes. Th~re 
was one shlP in the road the Greyhound WOh : on the heig~th of the wind on Sunday 
night (as is supposed) put out to sea. If you hear any thmg of her upon the Coast 
lett her have your assistance as the Circumstances of the case shall require. 

• • 
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Your severall Letters of the 5th 7, 8, ·I 2, 14, & 20th : wee received concern .. ' 
ing the embaleing of goods brown and white for the King 'Wm : with your Genll • 
Letter to I<.t : H : Compa : Consultations & Diarys ending 15th Sepr :last and J ournall; 
and Ledgers Letter E and F which are sent by the K: William. Also copy of yor 
DiarY. to the 15th past to remain here. 

Wee observe your supplying our merchants wth 1,000 Pagod• :more then w~e. 
have drawn Bills for, as mentioned in yours of 12th Instant. The: accomptant is 
ordered to.charge the same ~o your Credit and their Debt in our Genu: Books. 

·wee don't at present think of any pther method to be taken in the case of the 
· Chingee Goldsmith, then that you deliver ::Mr: Calendrini &c• a Protest for continu .. 
ing to~ protect the Crimi~ll from Jus tic~· setting forth thereill: the contents of · 
RamraJaS Letter .& declaremg them responsible for all damages whwh shall ensue. 

The Nabob hath lately persued Santogees Army till he came to the Northward 
of Trivelore, and Santogee went on plundring the Country t~ Kisnapatam, where he. 
took 42 Elephants whereof 20 had been bot : here and at St Thoma. The Nabob
remained some time at Trivelore and from thence returned to Arcott and now 'it is 
credibly reported that Santogee is returned to, Triparlee [? tripatee ~ ~nd has ~n Ey~ 
upon some Treasure at Coverapack. ·When ye: Nabob was at ~rtvelore, 1t was 
reported that he d-esigned to Visitt the Sea Coast in his return to Arcott, and there 
are now daily advices from severall Pollygars that Hussim Cawn ye: Phousdar of 
Trivelore, hath by the Nabobs order summoned all the Neighbouring Polly gars to
bring in their proportio:Q. of peons to come wth him against Madrass; and that he
designs to come as soon as the Nabob sends him 1,000 horse to assist him. In these 
reports theres nothing certain ex~ept that they are -spread up & down the country, 
but whether there be any reall ground, or only raised and spread on purpose to 
frighten us into :Pis~ashes time must discover. 

For want of l\P :_Griffiths Accots: wrote for wee cannot proceed in examinatian 
hereof. 

Wee have received· th~ Pattern of strip'd Beetelaes; and desire you to go o~ in 
makeing as many' as you can according to that and th~ other Patterns herewith sent, 
which wee received from the "Rt: H: Company. But the Pattern you sent us is to(). 
course and advise us' the lengths, breadths & price and how many peices a month. 

Herewith comes the adjustment of yor : AccQt : Curr• : books Letter F wee want 
Copy of said Books to remain here. • 

. As to your Merchts: offer of a Contract for 2000 Fag-: we are glad to hear it 
and would not JD.Uch stand upon an abatemt: of the. Fort St. George prices of Long 

, cloth, Salampores, Beetelas nor an advance of the prwe of Europe cloth. But there 
are two things wch ::must be _further considered. _ They offer to provide these goodr:J 
in 6 months which will fall in .th~ month of May and wee can expect little or none 
of it in :ffebruary, whereas we depend upon you for about 300 bales against that. 
time (besides what already embaled) to help dispatch a ship then if it plea.se God the 
expected ships shall arrive. time enough and we shall endeavour to provide as many 
here wuh : with ye Bales expected from Vizagapatam and the Cloth already in our 
poss~ssion wee hope may be sufficient for a small ship. The other objection is, that. 
your Merchts: do not allow ours to provide any Cloth at Wooriar Pollam. But the 
case is thus. They would not in 4 months past provide in those pa.rts one peice 
of Langeloth fitt for sorting, and if we contract with our Merchts: and exclude them 
from Wooriar . wee must Contract only. for fine goods wch : wont answer ~he end. 
And Serapa hath already employed & engaged a considerable number of Looms which 
are ready to go on in makeing Langeloth & Salampores there, and will probably go 
on faster under the same muster then under new ones. Besides, it seeme to us that 
he hath broke the way for providing those sorts of Goods Langeloth & Salampores 
and don't remember that either the Fort St David or .Fort StGeorge Merchants have 
for many years pa.St provided those sorts. Upon these considerations wee cannot 
allow that Serapa be excluded from buying there. But neither he nor any of our 
Merohts: shall have any thing to do within your Boundfl'. • -
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- . 
~ ee desire you to make the best Contract you can with yor : Merchants for the 

proVIston of 20000 Pag': of cloth allowing them such an encouragem": as you can 
agree not exceeding ten '{?' Cent to be paid if by, the 20th day of FebY : they shall 
deliYer 2SO or 300 bales, but if they fail in tiine & quantity not to receive the said 
adYallce, and so as not to exclude our Merchants from buying at W ooriarpollam and 
instead of iWOO Pags : in Succatums, the one half of that sum· to be provided in _ 
-ordin" : Neckcloths. 

Lett us know by what Mustet'8 you are to sort. Wee suppose by the same 
-musters as Fort S" George. Wee are . 

Ho.Nllt.•• : & C"- : 

Y or : very Affects : freinds 

No.lO. 

"To mE Ho:sllu WuLilll HATSELL PREst-. 
DENT 01!' FoBT sr_ GEORGE AND Gov• OF 

FoET sr DAVID & 0": CoUNCILL 01!' 
FoRT gr D.&.nn. 

N ATH~ : HIGGINSON. 

J OBN 8TrLEYAN. 
WILLIAM FRASER •. 

FRANCis ELLis. 
RoGER BRADDYLL. 
CHARLES HARWELL. 
TH(!MAS WRIGHT. 

MmH = EMPSON. 

Wee haye recei¥ed yours of 7th I~stant & upon consideration of the Contract 'f Pattama.r • 
. 'Offered by your Merchants have resolved to accept of the same for so much only as 
thev shall deliver in ffebruary, by which time wee hope to have a Shlp and are 

- content to allow your merchants an. extraordinary ad vance for the goods that shall 
be then provided to serve that occasion ; as wee do our own by a Contract now 
agreed, Yor the_ reasons wee referr to the inclosed Copy of our Consultation of 141;h 
Instant. 

Your Merchants being under no obligation not to dispose of Europe goods here 
or where ours use to dispose ol it wee do not' think it reasonable that ours should be 
limited and debarred from disposeing [of] it at W ooriarpollam, and therefore wee 
have not propounded it to them ; and ~haps a Limitation may be in generall an 
impediment to the vend. . 

Wee shall send you money ~by the first oppertunity. 
Wee baYe receh·ed yr : Griffiths accots: whlch-are delivd:. to him ; and he pro· 

.mises his answer in few days. 
On the [)iih Inst : the Russell frigat touched here in her passage from Ben gall, 

laden for England and sailed in the night following. WeA are 

Yor: very Affecte: friends 
NATHL :· HIGGINSON. 

J ORN STY LEMAN. -

'v ILLIAM FB.o.sEB. 
FRANCIS ELLis. 
RoGER BRADDYLL. 
CHARLV.S BARWXLL. 
Taorus WRIGHT. 

M.&rni ~ Ensom. 
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No. 11. · 
FFORT ST: GEORGE soTll: N ov.a : 1696. 

~I'o THE HoNBLB: WILLIAM HATSELL PREsiDT: 
UB FORT ST GEORGE AND GOVERNR : OF 
FoRT srr DAviD &of- CouNCILL AT FORT· 
ST DAVID.· 

¥ :r ttamar Our Merchants being acquainted that the :ffort St David Merchants objected 
• ·against their buying ~oods in the bounds of },ort St David. 'l'hey represent y'' : 

Serapa .bath brought a consider~ble nu~ber of Weavers into your Bounds, that he 
hath e!llployed them and others In weavmg S,alampores for our last contraot, whereof 
they have received about 2000 ps: within 5 months past, which proveing not eo. 
good as those from v.,r ooriarpollam, they have caused about 300 Looms fo be altered 
to a better eort, which are at/ this time employed and have delivered about 1000 
F• : of the new sort, and the_. 'weavers have about 500 Pags: in their hands. · .Uut 
for an· Exact Accot : they . referr to Punnapa Chittee and Ramadapilla their Servants, 
from whom you may receive ·a more ~ticular information, and may also view the 
sd: 1000 ps: Salainpores .. 

. 1f this prc;>ve true, It. will be a reall discouragement to our Merchants to be 
thrown at once out of that business) and a Loss too since they have given out their 
money. If your Merchants take these weavers into their Employ, they must at least 
make good to the Fort StGeorge merchants the money wch: they have given out. 
However, Serapa intending suddainly to go that way, yo11 may pe1·mit those weavers. 
wch: are already engaged to go on till he comes and then act in such manner as you 
shall find just to both parties. · 

'fhe Paym~ster has by Daniel Alleins order paid hjs wife here Pages : 1 : 12 fa : 
for the month of October and is to pay her the Eame sum monthly dureing her stay 
here. Also Dan11 : German hath ordered the paymt: of .:Pag0

: 1: 24 fans: out of 
his wages to his wife and Creditors monthly wch ,: must be deducted out of his wages. 
for October and forward, which payments wee shall charge to yor: Accot. 

Wee should rather choose to have all the 'Vooriar. Cloth washed and sorted 
here, but it would be unreasonable to compe[ll] our Merchants to bring it overland 
because of the risgo & charge. And if we stay till the winds permitt its comeing by 
sea, it may come too late for a February Ship. Wee therefore desire yor: Hour : &ca : 

~ to take the trouble of causeing all our Merchants cloth that is or shall be brought in 
by them upon their last or present Contract to be washd sorted and Em baled. 
- What is now or shall be shortly brought in may be all washd, but of the Long-
cloth woh: shall be deliver'd in the latter end of Jan1 : or beginning of £february you 
may embale as much brown as may prove fitt for it. Wee would not embale· 
Salampores brown unless upon a great necessity to prevent dead freight. 

Wee take it for granted that you sort yor : Cloth by musters equall to Fort St 
George musters. If you apprehend any difference advise us, because onr contract is 
by those Musters. . . 

If you want packing stuff advise us. The package of your last Bales was not 
good : Mr : Ingram should take better care. 'Vee can send yo11 3 or 4-Corge of 'Vax: 
Cloth if you want. You made use of Coir Rope and Coir twine last year. ·'Vee 
will endeavour to supply you with better. 

Wee have above 1000 Gunny bags by us woh :you sent up with pepper, wee 
can send you (when oppertunity shall ~sent) as many as you shall advise neceesary. 

1Jecember'24• · 

Yesterda:y wee received yours of 261;h past with papers according to List •. 
Those relating to Cooley chittee befug large require further consideration. 

Wee approve_ your Contract for Ten thousand Pag': deliverable in ffebruary. 
Dut there are two Articles the 7*h and 9th which exempt the merchants from the 
risgC? of the Cloth in ye washers hands ; and from the risgo of the Cloth ~n case of 
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wa.rr between the Companj and country Government. Whereas our Contracts have 
usually run so, that the whole risgo is the Merchants till embaled, and in case of 
Stoppage wee promise our endea\"ou.rs to clear it as exprest in the 8th article. 

Wee are sorry the 10m .Article _was concerted with your Merchants before you 
receird what is before '\'fTOte concerning the prorision of Goods within your bounds. 
"Wee referr it to you to do our merchants right, that they may not have any just 
cause of complaint. But if your merchants shall wholly and at once exclude ours, 
wee doubt not but yon 'Will take care that your merchants .do employ your weavers 
to as good purpose, and in ma.k:eing as good cloth, which as yo: note is agreeable to 
the n• : Hon : Comps: orders. 

Oor merchants do not yet speak of Tending Europe Goods at Wooriarpollam 
&c•. 

Yon may go on in buying as mueh ol""erland Malabar Pepper as you can gett, 
but if it be not reaUv brought overland it do's not answer the design of the Rs ; Hon : 
C-ompl.nY and the"' other sorts of Sumatra, Jehore &c11 can be bought considerably 
cheaper~ \Vee therefore think it better that you forbear to buy any mere of the 
D.me~, or others {imported by fea) unle.ss you can buy at about Pa: 21 l?' Candy, 
the importer paying custom e. 

Wee shall Debt our Merchants and giye you Creditt fur y• : Pagodas mentioned 
to be p:rid tbem in yours of Jth: past. Wee hal""e paid your hill Pa: .500 to !fr: 
..A.lra:rez, meDtioned in d0 Letter, and shall pay your bill Pags: .55: 13: to Mrs: 
Millisent W oolnough when demanded. 

You may continue to draw Bills upon us as occasion offers, wee having sufficient 
stork in Cash Pag': 20,000 more tben wee are obliged to pay our merchants upon 
our l?'.s.ent Contract. 

For your Direr:tion in sorting, Prizeing ann embaleing our merchants cloth, 
Wee ~nd you a copy of our pre.Eent Contrar:t (you ba\e the coppy of our last) and 
tl;.e warelouse keepers a~cot: of the seT"erall mark's and numbers to be putt in the 
Ti'l:kett.s _and on the Bales. Lett your \farehomekeerer and accomptaut keep the 
aceot: thereof distinct from y": Fort St Darid merchants accot: and send us coppys · 
ther~·f as tbe Cloth shall be ret!eh-ed and as _oppertunitie ofiers. 

'Yee are heartily sorry for "lP: Butterieilds death. 'Vee shill send one to 
Slip[·ly bis ph~. 

Sel-erall Ticketts in the ffort S' David bales hal"e been signed. by 3 or 4 sorters. 
It i5> more agreeable to the Rt : H : Comps : orders that e!lch sorter only sign the 
Tickett of the Bale sorted by himself. 

Wee can't expect any oppertunity will offer for sending bales or Pepper to us 
till the latter end of January and wee cannot }·et fore~ee whether the ship on wch: 
thev will be L.aden may not take them in at flort St David. HoweYer if any of the 
R~ : .. Hour: Comp-: Ships happen to fall in with yor: Port bound hither, you may lade 
as many BalEs & Pepp2r as you shall then ha'fe ready or the ship can take in. 

Send us an .:\.ceo': of aU the Stores you want that wee may take the 
op;?ertu:aitys a.s they shall happen in the Northerly monsoon to send them. _\Vee are 

Your ¥ery Affect{.' : friends 

N.&raL : liJ:GGisso.N. 
JoaN SrrLEM.A..N. 
Wn.LLUI FB!SEB. 

F'BAXCI.S ELLis. 
RoGER BRADDYLL. 

CHABL:&3 BABWI.U .. 
THOMAS WRIGHT. 

llir.rH: EMP30N. 
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FoRT ST: GE'oRGE 4.TH DEOEMR: 1696. 

No. 12. 
To M• SlMON HorooMBE CHEili'E &o"': 

CouNOILL AT VIZAGAPATAM·. 
. . 

~ Pattamu:· Our last was answered by yours of 26th past received by Ship Simon on the 2d 
Instant, with copy of yor : Oonsultations & Diarys from 13th September to 23d 
November.· -

The Rupee you sent for a Brass Rupee had a great defect in the_stamping 
being thick on one side and thin in the other with two or three cracks & a Hole wch; 
w~s covAre_d with .Ashes of .a Collour which made-~~ look like Co;pper. ~ut the rupee 

. b?mg cntt m two and exammed proves full rupee !Silver, wch : m1glit eas1ly have been 
discerned by a~y shrofi:e upon. the stone. We~ had such another sent from Bengali 
as !alse wch : proverl good nor have wee yet found one false Rupee of our stamp. If 
you meet w~h: any more suspected rupees you may cause them-to be examined by the 
touch or by cutting. Wee return the· rupee you sent. · . 

Tho' the Surat rupees ~t 'present go af-2 or 2! <f' Cent more then ours, ret wee 
doubt not but if our minters do not abuse ye Matt, thej will quickly pass as currently 
as any other, to promote which wee allowed your Merchants the favour of recetving 
them at the Madrass price, upon their former Contract, but that was not intended to 

- make it a custome. Hereafter they must accot : with you for the ·Vizagapatam 
::Markett price of Rupees. · · 

Inclosed is a copy of the Invoice formerly sent you for the Rose water and B~ll. 
. Wee have ordered the-provision of the desired quantity of copper &c" : Country 
i3ommodi~yes as the same can be bought at such rates as will yield 12 or 15 <~{} Ct: 
profit upon your prizes advised, that the same may be ready for the first conveyance 
web: shall offer. · · . . . , 

Wee take good notice o[ what you write· concerning Sticklack and depend upon 
your promised endeavours for procurei!!g it. You need not fear exceeding in the -
quantity. 100 candy yearly-would not be tbo much if cheap bought and good. Wee 
should not esteem 15 rupees a candy dear. Tho it seems prpbable to he bought 
.r~ther cheaper in those -places from whence it has not been usually bought. All 
those Hills generally afford it, but the· natives have hitherto neglected because it 
was not known to be a commodity and if it hath not been gathered before jn the Haja 
of Me~gota's hills; possibly you may make a Contract wth: him for all his Country 
:;rlrords at a certain price, after wee haue had experience whether it be good, if you 
write to him about it, advise him to order his people to gather none but sticks that 
are ripe and full covered. It will be an advantage to the Woods to let the young and 
half covered twigs grow till they are quite covered: ·. . \ 

Wee are sorry to hear that you cannot provide more then 100 bales by the 2on~ 
January but you give such a reason for it as cannot be answered Vizt: 1,bat there is 
not Cotton enough procurable till a next Crop, after web : wee desire ~·ou to proceed in 
giving yonr Merchants and weavours a fuU·employ in- the method propounded; for 
wch : wee doubt not but wee shall be able to supply·you with a stock equall to your 
Merchants undertakeing tho' it should be more then 5000 pags: a month, having this 
day reed: advice from Surat of 8 ships prepared for India with b00000 11 Stock, 
whereof wee expect~ Share .. 

If so large a' stock should come, it is probable that-the Rt: Honr: Comp"': will 
()rder proportionable Investments on the coast. 'Vee have no promiseing prospect 
that wee shall be able to provide. much here or at :ffort St David dlU'eing ye : \Varr 
between the Moratta's & Moors, who haue for so many years taken turns to rob the 
Count~ry. If we shod: meet with- disap~intments here, our d.ependance will be the 
greater on Vizagapm. As soon as cotton shall be more plenbfilll and cheap, when 
:yo: can make a judgement of what you can do in the next year advise us that we 
may the better know how to _direct the Inve3tments of the Coast for the following 
'!t!'41. 
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Wee have perused wt.: you writa (in your Gen11
: Letter, Consultation & Diary) 

concerning the accaptance, on ye Sier Lascars and Merchants desire, of the Govern
ment of Bimplipatam, Conarra, & Veldore in the_ Rt : H : Comps : name for three years 
and observe the good assureance you have of many advantages and no probability of 
loss or damage that can accrue thereby. The grounds whereof may better appear to. 
you who are upon the. place and understand more <tj}ticularly the circumstances of the 
Country and nature of the Governmt: then we can at a. distance. Wee readily appre
hend many conveniencyes woh: may arise from it, for. the better managexnt: and 
secureing of Investments, promoteing private trade, furnishing this place and ffort 
St David w1h: Gram and provisions, and preventing of Int.erloprs: But wee cannot be 
assured otherwise then from yor: judgements, that there can a,rise no loss. or damage 
to the Rt : R: C : and others concerned in case of the Seerlascars removeall, or change 
.of his present good humour or <t}}ticular affection to Mr : Holcombe. But i~ is need
less for us to offer at any considerations of that nature, because the thing is done, 
·and wee suppose cannot be undone till the expiration of the term: and indeed wee 
know not what to advise till better informed~. in order to wch: send us ye: Coppys o~ 
the Seerlascar.s Cowle, your obligation ( Ol' Catopa) to him and ye Merchants obligation 
to you, 'I'.he Amot: of the town rents in the King~ books and the last years produce 
& charge~ of Government. At present we quest10n whether any of the Rt : Honr : 
Comp8

: Merchants ought to be Avaldar of 1:3implipatam, Conarra or Veldore, or an 
officer -concerned in the collecting of the revenues, least they should thereby be ren
dered liable to be called before the Seerlascar or Duans Durbar, upon complaints of 
Merchants or informations of acting contrary to the Duans Interest. And wee think 
that it is not the Rt : Honr : Comps : interest, that the custom's or revenues of those 
part~ be inhanced to any considerable suit above the rent, and that care be taken 
that all ye: accots: be kept in such manner that the true arnot: may appear and for 
yre: .T ustification the more publick they are made the better. Mr: Holcombe took a. 
very prudent course in rectifying the abuses in Weights, measures and coins and 
removeing new impositions. · 

Your authority in those places may enable you to induce the country Traders to· 
bring their Gram and provision either hither or to :ffort St David. But that is to be 
done wth : out force, or useing such methods as may cause the thing to be much 
observed. 

Wee have occasion for Chinam, but wee think ye: freight would render it too
. dear if brought hither from Vizagapatam by boat or Ship, and it would be liable to 

damage, and therefore don't expect you shod: send us any, unless it could come
freight free. 

Inclosed is the Accomptants adjustm•: of your Accot: Curr~·: to be Entred in 
your present Books, wherein you are to Credit .Accot : Currt: by Samuel Owen, for· 
his Debt recharge.d and Debt Accot: Currt: to Sam11 : Owen for 200 Pags: recovered 
of Presidt: Yale, which being Pa: 33: 12 less then what M1

': Owen was Debted for 
upon that accot : he must in equity be Credited for the said difference by proffit & 
Loss, and wee suppose he' ought to pay the .remaindr: of his Debt into the R': Honr:. 
Comp8

: Cash. Wee are 

There is no accot: in ye Metchle
patam Books of the Bell, you must value 
it at 6 fans : ~ pound. 

'1 our Loveing friends 
NATHL: HIGGINSON. 

JoHN STYLEMAN. 
WILLIAM FRASER. 
FRANCIS ELLIS. 
RoGER BRADDYLL. 
CHARLES BARWELL. 
MATTHEW EMPSON. 

LIST OF THE PACQUET VJZt,: 
N°: 1. Generall Letter, dated tho 4'h Dec': 1696. 

2. A coot: Adjustments between £fort St George Books Letters 0 : 0. and 
Vizagapat.am Letter N. 

3. Copy Invoice Boat Narasinga. 
4. Rupee received from Vizagapatam, 

28 
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No.13.-
FFoaT sr : GEORGR lPn Doo• 1696. 

To Tirs Ho:t~DL:a WILLIAM HATSELL FRR-BID" : 
·FoRT 8' GEoRGE AND Gova: ol!" FoRT 

~T DAVID. 

Inclosed are severall papers relating to Mr ffraser vizt: 
? Pa\tamtr. N°: 1. The Lieut: Generalis paper, dated 26th Novr: 1696. 

9l'&tf..amar. 

2. M.r Frasers paper, dated 22d October -96 delivered in Consultation 
26th November. . 

3 .. yr Frasers paper, dated 28th, Nov~': -96 delivered in Consultation 
lOth. December. · . 

4. Copy of rarags :of Consultations, dated 15th October, 26th Novr Sd & 
loth December. · 

:which we send for your Honrs pernseall, and desire that as ~oon as you can con
"Veniently .they may be returned to. us, with an accot: of your own knowledO'e 
.obs~ryation · o~ opinion upon the matters th~rein contained, that they may be ~li 
rem1tted to .h1s E:x:cell y : the Generall of . lndta. Wee are 
· Yor: Honn very A:ffecte :. friends 

. To ~HE R": WoRPLL: CHARLEs EYRE 
AaENT &o ... CouNoiLL IN ·BENGALL. 

No. 14. 

NATHJ.: HIGGINSON. 
JOHN STYLitMAN. 
WILLIAM FRASER. 
-F.BANOIS ELLIS. 
RoGE~ BRADDYLL. 
CHARLES BAR WELL •. 
THOMAS WRIGHT. 

Mn-T: EMPSON. 

YoRT ST : GEORGE 23D DEOEMBF.:R 1696 • 

. Our last was dated 2d October sent on the· 6th by Ship Ann and a Duplicate 
thereof on the Sth overland by way of V izagap111

• This comes the same way to 
ackno.:wledgethe receipt of yours dated 19th October by ship Russell frigat, "rl'h: called 
here on the Sth November, and having no other business but to fi..tt a few Cask of 
Water sailed the same Evening for England, The King William having sailed on the 
2Sd October, and wee could not keep her longer at that uncertain season for the 
'company of the Russell frigat. God send ym: both safe to our Rt: Honr: 1\fasters • 
. · 2. On the 11th inst: Ship Sedgwick advice Vessell arrived & brought us a 
Pacquet from the Rt: Honr: Compa.: dated in ffebruary and May last, web gives the 
good news of the arrivall of the "Nj).ssaw at Scilly, Armenian Merchant & Loudon 
frigat in Ireland, The Amity parted in bad weather from the London frigat, not far 
from Ireland. · · 

3. This small ship came alone to bring advice of five ships wrh: came out before 
her under the· Convoy (to the Cape) of four men of Warr & a fires hip, one the 
Charles the. second for· :Persia; three for Murat, the Scepter, Chamber frigat & 
Dorrill; and one for the Fort, the Sampson. Besides wch: three were in May last 
in ye lJowrnes] whereof two, designed for Bengall, the 8idney of 600 tons and 
M:adrass frigat of 260 tons, and the other for Surat. All which ships were taken .by 
the Rt : H: Compa: into their service and their cargoes in greatest part ready he fore 
the great loss sul:!tain'd in the :Princess Ann &c"' Ships taken ~y the ffrench. After 
WOh: the Adventurers paid into etock 300,00011 fresh money for the more rigorous 
carrying on of the trade .And tho' wee do not know the Amo•: of the stock sent out 
upon these ships, wee conclude it very large, there being about 2,000,000 ox Silver 
whereof wee may reasonably. expect a considerable part will bee sent hither. 
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. 4. Wee .ha.ve ilot.;yet heard of the arrivall o£ any of those Ships in any part of 
. India, but smce wee expect so large a stock, It concerns us all to be considering 
how it may be best employed in order to the quick dispatch of the ships. 

5. ·wee don't know w.hat will come hither or what directly to the Bav, but you 
may be assured that of the Silver wc11 : comes hither wee will send ,ron as much as 
possibly wee can spare and you may forecast your Investment as depending upon at 
lea.st ten Lack of Rupees. 

6. When your merchants are assured of this, they may probably be induced to 
· be, in the mean time, employing their own stock for the provision of Goods and the 
. expected stock may gain yon a credit for as much money as you want, and tho ' wee 
· wod : not needlessly put the Rt· : H : · Comp"' : to the charge of Interest, yet considering 
both the great convenience in the timely provision· of Goods, nnd the prevention of 

·the Interlopers, wee think it very requisite for their interest that vou borrow as 
.much as is necessary for those purposes. One months demorage saved for 100 tons 
will near pay the Interest of a Lack of Rupees for a month. 1'he Demorage now 
paid being 12d ~ ton a day, and the freight 40n ton. 

7. As to the sorts of Goods to be provided y<m cannot commit any great Error 
in governing yourselves by the last List till the receipt of a new onP. Wherein it 
is not probable there will be much alteration becau~e of the small quantity of Bengali 

·Goods w011 the Rt: Honr : Compo. : have received since their sending of the last List. 
8. Wee depend upon the Sampson's comeing hither directly, But whether the 

Sidney and Madrass frigat, one or' both will come first hither or to Bengall wee don't 
. know, nor 'vhen they will arrive and therefore cannot foresee ho\V they shall be 
disposed· or employed, only that whatever Ship o[r] Ships shall arrive witl:i you time 
~nough for gaining their passage hither, that they be with all convenient speed 

. dispatched to us wth :saltpetre and Provisions; except you shall find it necessary 
·with respect to y., Rajas troubles· to keep such a Ship as the Madrass frigat as a 
guard Ship. 

9. Pray inform us how the Armenians <ij} the Fleet frigat comply with and 
proceed in their Contract for the Europe Goods and provision of Bengali Goods. 

10. The Rt : Honl' : Compa : have ordered us to procure all the· Pepper wee can, in 
aU parts. Wee have been informed, that pepper was at 8 Rs or 9 Rup9

: <tfl' Maund 
in Bengall and possibly ye : Rajas .troubles may have prevented the Sale of that store 
W011 : made the price so very low. If you would truck off your ·Europe C1oods for 
pepper it would be a good Exchange, tho' you pay a Rupee or two in a Maund more 
for the pepper. However buy or secure as much as you can till the price shall rise 
to 12 Rup8 

: ~ Maund and send it home in such Ships as you shall dispatch for 
England or send it hither as. oppertunity offers by the Rt: Hour: Comp•; Ships. 

11. -The Rt: Hon~': Conipa.: take notic~ to us that Mr Braddyll was indebted upon 
the Balance of Maulda Books LL Rup9

: 137,584 : 5: without the Agent and 
Councill~:~ sentiments bow and when yt: Debt was taken to be discharged. M'': Braddyll 
hath produced to us the succeeding Books MM: wherein is an .Hntry of as much 
remitted from Rajamaul in rupees to Hugely befot·e the time when the Books LL 

·-ended, and doth. alledge yt M'': Peachy would not bring the Accot: of the sd: rupees 
remitted into his Books LL. To all woh: wee give credit, and the rather because 
:Mr: Braddyll produceth to us an Accot: Currt: wherein he is charged with Rups: 
1S5 the Balance of Maulda, and ye: Agent has acknowledged the receipt of the 
Balance. Acquaint the H.t.: Hon'': Compa: with the truth. 

. 12. Inclosed is a copy of a Parag : of the Rt : H : Comp : Letter to us dated 20th 
:ffebry: 1695 relateing to William Messenger. If the Sidney shall arrive first at 
Ben gall let him proceed hither and send with him (or by the first oppertunity) a 
particular accot : of all that yo.u ·know concerning . that matter, with as authentic . 
Evidence and attestations as you can to prevent further references to Bengali for full 

·information. : 
13. Wee observe your prudent management in t': further accot: you give in 

yours of 19th October of. your assisting the Government without disobligeing the 
Rajah. Wee cannot foresee how far the Rajahs rebellion may proceed, how long it 
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will continue, or what accidents may happen, how far yor : Investments niay be 
impeded1 wee must therefore leave the management of affairs to you to act according 
as in the best of your Judgements shall appear most ag1·eeable to the Interest and 
security of the Rt : Honr : Comp• : affairs, and to Eme1·gent circumstances. 

14. Wee find no reason from any advices wee have received to discourage you 
from prosecuting the Rt : Honr : Comp• : former orders for preventing & defeating the . 
lnterloJ:ler9, by such methods as. you shall find most proper, tho' it should put the 
:R' :' H : Compa: to charges, wherein wt~e doubt not your frugality. Notwithstanding 
the usuall.Bravadoes. of the Interlopers, there appears no reason but to conclude that 

. the Rt : Honl' : Compa : is before this time confirmed by act of Parliament, the doing 
·of which was in the.last Sessions prevented by the discovery of that Hellish plot 
.against his Maj• :.life and by o!her nalionall business interposeing till the end of the. 
-Sessions. ' 
' 15. The Co~ander of the Sedgwick adviseth that ye: Martha and ~arah departed 
froiD: gt: Helena in July last in company with the D.utch ':ffleet, who instead of stop-· 
pin~ at the Cape called there. Wee are 

No. 16. 

Y flur very Affectionate friends 
NATRL: HIGGINSON. 
JoHN ST.YLEMAN. 

WILLIAM FRASER. 
FRANCIS ELT.IS. 
RoGER BRADDtLL. 
CHARLES HARWELL. 
THOMAS WRIGHT • 

. MA'ITH: liMPSON. 

FORT ST: G:KORGE 23BD: DECEMBER 1696·-
-To M.2 

: }IENRY STANDLEY CHEIFE &o"' 
CoUNCILL AT BAtLAsoaE • 

'fPatta~ar. . · This inclosed pacquet for the Agent & Councill contains a Letter for the Rt:: 
. ·nonr : Compa : designed to be sent by the Fleet frigat. If you think the pacquet 

. will reach the Ship, before her departure send it away immediately to the .Agent, 
but if she I yes ·in or towards the rivers mouth rAady for sailing and you can meet 
with an oppertunity by a vessel bound up the River; open the pacquet and send that· 
directed to the ·Rt. Honble: Compa: to 1he Cofl1ander of the Fleet frigat and send the 
other forward to the Agent &"a· Wee are · 

No. 16. 

Your Affecte : friends. 
- NATHL: HIGGINSON. 

JOHN STYLRMAl.ll, 
WILLIAM FRASER, 
FBANCIS ELLIS. 
ROGER BRAD1H'LL, 
CHARLES BARWELL. 
THOMAS WRIGHT. 

MATTH: EMPSON. 

FoRT sr: GEORGE 23»: DECEM.BER 1696. 
To M.•. Snrolf HoLCoMBB CHBIFE &o" 

CouliCILL or VIZAGAPATAM. 

'f 1' u .... On the 21•t Instant wee reed : yours of ye : Sth with a copy of your last wch : wee-
a amar. have answered. This. serves to advise you that on the !Ph Inst: the Sedgwick 

·advice Vessell arrived here and brought us a pacquet adviseing of five ships sent out 
of England for severall parts of India with a considerable stock under a convoy to· 
the Cape, before this Shjp left Plymouth on the 26th Mav last, and there are three· 
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more in readyness ·for India. · Wee are also advised of the safe arrivall of the 
Armenian Merchant [ andl London frigat in Ireland & N assaw at Scilly (the Amity 
being for.ced from the London frigat a little before). The Co~~nder of the Sedgwick 
adviseth that .the Martha & Sarah sailO from St. Helena in July last in company 
with the Dutch ffleet. 

2. Wee find no occasion from the Rt : Honr: Comps : orders to alter any thing 
wch : wee have wrote you concerning your Investments, but their Letter directs the 

- reduceing of the Expences of yor :ffactory: from what Books that accot: was taken 
web : gaue ·ure occasiol! we don't know, but desire you to eause a Generall Table to 
be drawn out for every year since Mr : Holcombe went thither, of the Arnot ; of each 

·head of your :£factory Expences, that wee may bee the better able to give the Rt;_ 
Honr :,Compa: an answe1•; not having hitherto observed any extrava~ant or un
reasonable charges. Add also a generall accot : of the Revenues. 

- S. Herewith comes a pacquet for Bengali, wch : let be forwarded with fresh Peons 
with an ·encourageme-nt for a speedy delivery at Ballasore. Wee are 

No. 17. 

Your .A:ffecte: friends. 
NATHL: HIGGINSON. 
JOHN 8TYLK'MA.N: 
WILLUM FRASER. 
FRANOIS ELLIS. 

RoGER BRADDYLL. 
CHARLES HARWELL. 
THOMAS WRIGHT. 

'MA 'IrK : EMPSON. 

FFORT ST: GEoRGE 26T11 DxcBMBER 1696. 

To tHE WoRpL: JoHN .BRABOURN, EsQ.•: 
CoMMODORE &c" CouNOILL AT .AN.l EN Go. . 

Yours of 31st October wee received on the lOth Instant acknowledging the p patlamar, 
receipt of ours dated 31st August wth: the work men. 

Our last was 17t~. October by Mary Buoyer by which wee sent you Pags: 6251: 
7 : S : wch : with the Gold you advise to have received from the China Ship wee hope 
will suffice for your present supply. Wee designed to have sent you souldieri &c .. 
but the ship with wch: wee had contl'acted for their passage was lost out of this road 
in a storm on the 25th October, since w<'h: ther.e bath happened no oppertunity, arid 
wee are not yet assured of one, but when one offers wee intend to send them. 

On the lith Instant Ship Sedgwick advice Vessell (90 tons) Capt; Alexr: Den
nett comander arrived & brought us Letters from tbe R~: Honr: Comp .. : dated 20ttt 
:£february & 20th May last adviseing that ye: five following ships were; departed under 
Convoy of four men of Wau and one fire Ship to the· Cape Vizt : the Sampson for 
this place, the Charles the Sec-ond for Persia, the Chamber frigate, Dorritt & Scepter 
for Surat, with very considerable stocks, and that the Sidney and Madrass frigat for 

· the Coast, and the East India Merchant for Persia & Surat were ready in the Downs 
to follow. The consideration of the Settlement and Security of the East India trade -
was before the Parliament in their Sessions from N ovr: to April last, but the conclusion 
was obstructed by the Discovery of the Plott ~~ainst hiti Majs: life in ffebruary 
and other nationall business, cheifl 'f relating to the vigorous prosecution of the warr 
against £france, but the confirmation & settlement of the Rt : Honr: Compa: by Act of 
Parliament was expected in the Succeeding Sessions. • 

'Vee have wrote to President Hatsell &en. at ffort St. David concerning the 
Poola's complaint, and wee doubt not but they will 1~eturn you a satisfactory answer 
by this or another conveyance, and wee leave it to you to give his ExcY: &c : a. 

· perticnlar accot : of th~t affair. 
29 
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· Inclosed is our Letter to his Ex&' : the Generall &ca Councill at Bombay, which 
'Yee desire Y?U to send forward as oppertunity offers. . 

.. The Rt : Honr: Co:mpa: in their Letter ~o us, dated 20th :ffebruary last, complains 
of the terms of the Contract wch: you made wtn: the Queen of Attinga, as very defective 
but there is no instances given of,the particulars, and their Honrs: add, that the DefeC!t 
must be rApaid by a future good management. Wee are " 

· Your A:ffecte : friends "' 
· . P.S: l'he Rt: H: Oompa: advise us that 
Pepper was risen in England to 28 6d qp
pound and therefore ordered us. to buy 
in these·parts as much as we can procure, 
wch : wee thought . fitt to advise you of, 
because wee do conclude you will receive 
ord~rs accordingly. ' 

N: H: 
. J: s 
·w:·F 
F:E 
R~B 
C:B: 

18 
To .. Hrs Exo'~': sn: JoHN GAYRE KNr: Cur: 

NA.THL: HIGGINSON. 
JOHN 8TYL1<~MA:N. 
WILLIAM FRA.SER. 
F.RANOIS ELLIS. 
ROGER BRADDYLL. 
CHARLES BARWELL 
THOMAS WIUGHT. 
MATTH: EMPSON. 

GENERALL AND CHiEF DI:REOTORE FoR ALL AF.Ii'Ams 
AND FOIWRS oF YE: Rr: HoNBLE: E~GLISH EAsT INDIA CoMPANY IN INDIA. 

&c• CoUNOILL o.li' Bo:wu .. Y. · • 

Fll'ORT sr: GEORGE 261'!1 DEc• 1696. 

~PatlllmM Our last was dated the 14th: & 17th: October last by the Mary Buoyer Stephen 
ia.&ujiJIBO. Baker. master, since web: none from yor ExcY: &ca. Inclosed is the copy of the List 

·. of that Pacquet. · . · · 

Ship Sedgwick advice Vessell Capt: Alexr: Dennet comander who departed from 
Plymouth on the 26th May last and called at St. Helena, arrived here on the l}th 
Instant and brought us a Letter dated 20th :ffebruary sent CfP' Ship Sampson. The 
coppyes whereof with coppyes of other papers will be sent yor: Ex:c1 : &c" overland by 
way, of Surat in a very few days. The List of the intended pacquet comes inclosed, 
so far as it is finished.·· 

In the mean time wee thought it requisite to give yor: Exc1·: .a short accot : by this 
conveyance (overland to Anjengo)of what the Rt: Honr: Compa: are pleased to advise 
OS. . 

' That the Adventurers have paid into the Stock 300000u fresh money. That on 
the 19th_ May last there sailed five Ships from Spithead, under . Convoy (to the Cape) 
of four men of W arr and a fire ship Vizt. The Sampson for this place. The Scepter, 
Chamber frigat & Dorrill direc!ly for Bombay and the Charles the Second for Persia 
& Bombav or Surat. That three more were then in or near the Downes Yizt : for 
Surat the"East India-Merchant, and for the Bay and coast, the Sidney and Madrass 
frigat. The Nassaw was safely arrived at Scilly, Thu Armenian Merchant at Corke, 

, the London frigat ~t Galloway, from whom the Amity parted in bad weather 250 
leagues from thence in Lat: 51: 18. 

The Rt: Honr : Comp8 : Letter doth not mention the amot.: of the stock, but by 
Prints it is confirmed, that their ships bring for India 2150000 oz: Silver, and it is 
not to be questioned but they bring Enrope cloth, Lead, &ca. 

Wee have sent the nece~ary ad vices to Bengall, Vizagapatam' & ffort St David 
by this conveyance wee have advised Mr: Brabourne &ca.: That the Rt: Hour= Compa. : 
haue ordere,d. us to buy up what pepper wee can possibly it being rjsen in England t() 
2• : 6d : iij}' LL. _ 
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28th December Do. . 
Yesterday wee rec«: a. Letter ][rom Ca.pt: James Thwaits comauder of Ship King 

William from Trincomalay dated 18th ~ovember last adviseing that on the day after 
he went out of this road, wch : was on Saturday the 24th October, they mett -with a 

· Storme within the night following, grew so great as dis~ bled. his ship as <fP' the .inclo
. sed narative 'by woh: it doth appear that the ship is uncapable"''f proceeding on her 
Voyage at present, and 'tis also doubtfull whether She-cn.n be refitted according to 
Charterparty, wee shall give him all the assistance wee can on such terms as may 
secure the Rt; H: Comp" :from further loss, wch: is already too great by the wast of the 
Salt-petre and Damage of bales, whereof' tis supposed the greatest part are wett, and 
-~ur present thoughts are to send V ~ssells to Trincomalay to fetch them hither to be 
_rewashed. 

· This day we reed ~ Letter from the Agent & Councill of Ben gall dated 8th Instant 
: adviseing the arriva!l of the Fleetfrigat from the West Coast and the.progresse of the 
Reb~ll Raja's arniy. · · 

. . ' 
The same conveyance hrot : us a pacquet from theW est Coast dited ard September 

~ Fleet frigat, who arrived there the 12th July and hath earryed to Bengall 
- 315 bahar Pepper. One reason why he carryed no -more was because the Ship being 

sent to [Plriamong to lade pepper two or three prows wet·e cast away laden and they 
. eould get off 'but i 0 candy by reason o£ bad weather. The Govr. &c;o.. give: a satis· 
factory accot: in gen~t·all of the State of.that place, which now proves so healt~y 

:and comfortable to the souldiers, &ca. that none of them desire to return, tho' offered. 
They advise thai Mr : Langley Supracargo of the Dorothy to China comeing to Ben

. coolen from Batavia on a dutch ship .with 160 chests China wrought silks took his 
passage on the fleet frigat with no : Chests for Bengall from whence there is advice 
that he is d~ad. · 

The balance o.f their cash was .on the last August Hyalls 28532 : 2: .1 so that 
wee shall not haue occasion to send them much cash this year, but shall send them some 
~icoes so soon as wee can meet with a vessell that is fitt for the use of yt: place. 

No news of the J osia Ketch but that she came out of Acheen on the 20th : August 
last, in company of three other ships all bound fo~ this place, {)f whom wee have 
beard nothing. 

Vlee are' 

' 

LIB~ ()li' .nll!l ..:r A.CQUE'r, v J7At .: 

Yo.1,1.r E~c·: .&c" Very hu,mbte: servt•. 
NATHL: HIGGINSON. 
JOHN STYLEMA.N. 

W1LLI4.M :FltMIJR, 
·_ FRANCis ;ELLis. 

ROG-ER BRAD;DYLL. 
CHARL'SS BARWBLL. 
THoMAS' WRIGHT. 
MAHH : EMPSO~. , 

1 .. Gen~rall l~tter date.d 26th : ~nd 28th : Pee' : 169f). 
2. List .of th~ pacqv.et \\?'Mary Buo;y~r. · . 
. S~ .List pf the :Pacqt: intended to 'be sent ov~rlan4. . 
4. Capt; ill waits Narrative ,of th13 storme he met with on 26th : October and 

. da.mage$ of ,hie ship. 

·No .. 19. 
·To THE HoN»LB: ·WILLIAM HA.TSELL !>RESIDENT 

oll' FoRT S'~' : GxoRGB AND : GovERN• : OJ!' 

FoRT 8'~' GEoRGE 261r• D:soBnt• 1696. 

FoRTS'~: DAviD &0"-: -Cou:NoLJi : ATT FoRT 8T DAVID. 

'Our last ·was the SQth Novem' & 2d Inst. Yours of 16•h : wee received on the.P Pattamar. 
2Q'h Instant. Besides the paym~ : to -the wives ,of Daniel Allen and Dan~: 
Germain o.ur pay.lllaster pys ma:o.t.hly to the ,wif!3 of 'l'bl):rp.as ,()hdsti.e .P: 1: 18'•. 
m.ontblynrom the 1st .October whicll·:was .().mitt~ :t~ ~ J>~fpz:e a.dvis~~. 

80 
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If your musters u.re the old musters of those· southe~n ffa~t8 : there is no occasion 
to send any otb_ers; it being taken for granted that they are agreeable to the Fort St. 
George Musters. Wee desire that the. Fort St. George merchants cloth may be . 

. sorted by your musters and sorters in the same manner as you sort your own invest .. 

. menta. Wee will send you assistants. Hut wee cannot send a person tilt to entrust 
with the management of the sorting. · 
. w·ee will send you Gunnyes and ropes when wee receive them and 200 . pepper· 

bags when opportunity offers. . . . 
It is and should be a F>tanding rule for all contract~ with the merchants in all' 

:ffactoryes, that all manner of risgo'es are for the merchants accot : till the cloth is 
embaled and it is no injury. to ye merchants, because their profit is supposed to be a.: 
valuable considertttion andif it were, otherwise it will be in the power of ye. merchants · 
to put tricks upon us by false pretence_s wch :can't be disprov'd. . 
. . . . . : ' ' . 

. your n:terchants offer to_ procure goods for 5 'lP' Cent comission on the prime cost 
·and to run the risque of t~e weavours debts would be_ a very good contract for our invest· 

. ments were it not for the risqti.es in the country, which would be in the merchants 
power to make as much as they please and to juggle with the government to· bring a 
loss upon the Rt : Hour : Compa : It Will be also in their power to deceive us in the 
prizes of Q.Otton, thread and the weaving & juncan &ca charges. There is therefore 
no other way of contracting wth : them for cloth bought out. of your bounds but by a 
mustel for a certain price, and the risgo and charges upon their Accots: for woh: 
r~asons wee have always waved all other sort of offers which have been frequently 
made. But if your merchants will contr~ct for the provision . of goods within your 
Hounds (where there is no risgo run of the 'country government) they running the 
risgo of the weavers debts, it would be very reasonable to allow them a commission as 
well.for the trouble as risgo of debts. But then the price must be stated' with the· 
weavers by muster1 or if cotton and. thread were constantly procureable and cheap 
it would be a good way to deliver that to the merchants, contract with the Weavers 
for the cooley and allow something to the merchants Jor their pains and the risgo of 
the Weavers Debts. . 

. And this wee think may be a .good method for prosecuting the Rt ; Hour : Comp• : 
orders in the inclosed gth: paragraph of their Letter now receiv'd dated 20th Feby: 
last ... 

Wee have no reason to doubt but wee shall have a sufficient stock to answer the· 
large~t contract you can make with your merchants wherein wee are r~aferred by the 
R•: Hour. Comp•: to the last list formerly sent you, and they have sent no other. 

When wee receive a supply of stores wee will send you a due share of each sort 
according to your lilt. · 

Tho' the ·ona of the Paola's factor doth assert that the doctor bot : the palm era's . 
of him, yet if wee understand the meaning of yor : letter aright, it was done by his· 
servant and Tomana's combination to cheat both the doctor and the ffactor, · and the 
Doctor being here doth affirm that he knew nor heard nothing of it till Tomana was 
run away. Hee also informs that his Bf;lrvant Chellumbrum when examined by your 

· selves did acknowledge the same; and that we gave g~od security for his forthcoming. 
If this be true, wee doubt not but Cbellumbrum. (since Tomana is dead) or his secu- . 
rity is answerable ; or if he hath a house or any estate in Cuddalore or Tevenapatam 
it ought. to be sold to make good the debt. However since Mr Brabourn &ca have 
represented the ill oonsequence to theffactory, if the Poola be not paid what is really 
due to him, to prevent that, wee think you ought forthwith to pay the money due to 
his fiactor. takeing. a receipt to be. sent to Mt : Brabourn &c• and by this peon give 
advice either that it is or will he done, which m'Q.St be reimbursed again out of the 
estates of those concerned in ye bargaine. · ~ -

As to the tryall of Rama R~ddee, our present thoughts are that his Majs : Char~ 
·.ters do sufficiently empower you to proceed therein without a comission from hence, 
but wee shall endeavour to give you a more satisfal;)tory answer. 

· :. Wee have lately wrote to you to forbear buying any pepper but overland 
Malabar pepper, ~les procureable at 20 pags : ~·Candy but the Rt : H : Comp6 have 
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' now repeated their orders for b~ying as rduch pepper as wee can, as by the. inclosed 
17th :Par: of their letter dated 20th Fe by : Notwithstanding which wee ought to buy 
as cheap as wee can, and to make a difference between the Malabar and other sorts in 
the price, proportionable to the difference in tlie goodness. · · 

Inclosed is a ·copy of the 4th Parag : of the Rt: Honr: Comp• : 1:1aid Letter relating 
to :ffort St. fla,·id, occasionerl by the character wcl1: wee had given of the place, and as 
to the r.harges complained of as they appeared by the ,Books then received, wee have 

- · acqua1nted tho Rt: Ron": Compa by a Letter lately sent to Bengall to go' by "J: Fleet 
frigat, that your J~ooks ending in A prillast make the profitt ~f the £factory equall to 
your charges: Wee are 

Yor: very a:ffecte: friends 

No. 20. 

N ATRL: HIGGINSON. 
JOHN STYLEMAN. 
WILLIAM FRASER. 
FRANCIS ELLI~. 

· RoGER BRADi>YLL. 
CHARLES HARWt<LL. 
THOMAS WRIGHT. 
MA'ITH: EMPSON. 

To THE HoNBLE: WILLIAM HATSELL PRESIDENT 
oF FoRT ST : GEoRGE AND GovERISOUR Ol'' 

FoRT ST: DAVID. ~ . 
In considering how to fill up the vacancyes of _the Counc.ill of li,ort .s• David '!ee 'f Patte.mar. 

aO'ree in the choice of Mr: Berlu for one, but M': Cranwell havmg made his applvcatwn 
tg us and urged his long standing in the Rt: Honr: C.omps: seryice, some ol us do 
remember his former character, which then rendr7d him very un~tt for. any place.o£ 
trust; and not knowing how he hath approved ~Imse~f at :ffort S Dav1d~ wee .des1re 
your Honr: to give us yor: opinion freely concermng ~nn, whether you thmk h1m fitt 
.for t' Station he desires. Mr: CranweU and· Mr: Nicholas now return and are thA 

Bearers hereof. Wee are 

To W ooTAMA 0HUND. 

Honble 81
. : Your very affecte : friends 

NATHL: HIGGI~SON. 

No. 21. 

JoHN SIYLEMAN. 
WILLIAM .FRA.SER. 
FRA.NCIS. ELLIS. 
ROGER BRAD]}YLL. 
·CHARLES BARWELL. 
THoMAs WRIGH'r. 
M~'rTH: EMPsoN. 

FoRT sr: GEORGE \:1T1I NovEMBER 1696. 

I enjoy good health wishing to hear the same from you. I lately ·sent by th~ 
hands of Narrain such Toyes as were procureable which you have return'd again, 
wch: makes me admire, knowing it to be usuall among friends, to accept what is sent 
them. .Altho' those things were improper for your use, yet 'twas not frd:Jy done to 
send them back again._... In hopes of yor: acceptance I have sent the sd: things again 
wth : two strings of Pearl,' W011 : will prove our friendship with a List inclosed. As for 
my part continually expect your friendship, for thro' your means the Nabobs and our 
friendship will encrease. Pray get me a Perwanna for the releasement of our ships, 
and another Perwanna t() Emahim Beague in a qhecking manner,. that he may delive:r 
our Debtor Thomas Gullock, and another Perwanna to those ·that stops Beetle leaves 
from comeing into myTown, and that for the future they may act according to 
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Salabad,. a~d arfothr: t() the watching People that stops provisions &ca. from comeing 
into IJJY town. Please to :rrocure these fo~r Perwann~s and send them to me, wch : 
will be a great Demonstration of our frd :ship on occaston I and my people are ready 
to ass~st friends. What can I write more. kn~wing you to- be an understanding man. 

NATHL-: HIGGINSON. 
J have enquired for a Gold Trunke but cannot 

get .one. But by the next ship I will send 
to Manilha for one. . . 

FoRT Br : GBvRGE 18111 NovR 1696. 

To EMAHIM CooLxY BEAGUE. 
N'o, 22. 

· ·I enjoy good health wishing to hear the like from you. The fav~urs that you -
have done us since yor departure is known to the world, but am sorry I am not able 
to express it in writeing. Of late l hear you are much displeased wt11: me, but am 

· well sensible I have given no offence. What is past wee had better not take notice 
()f, but Mallcawn an .Armenian acquainted me that you still remain our friend and 
talk much in our behalf at the Durbar. · It lyes in the power of God Almighty to 
continue old friendship amongst his people. I hope you will keep a correspondence 
with me as you was wont to do : What caD: I write larger. 

- NATHL : HIGGINSON. 

No: 23. 
FoRT sr: GEORGE 18TH NovR: 1696. 

To HussANK 0A."WN. 

I enjoy good health wishing to hear the like from you. I reed: your friendly 
. Letter & adVi1:le exp~.:essing our former friendship, woh: take particular notice of. You 
mention that when the Nabob pe.rsued Santojee he was very favourable to my[town of] 
Chinnapatam, woh: now it plainly appears, and 'tis publickly known that our whole 
relyance must be on the Nabobs goodness. At any time whenever any noble man 
plants a tree, he will never think of removeing it, or reap any benefit by it, altho' 
it do's not bear fruit. You mention that the Nabob made an addition to our Town's 
&c• kindnesses, (but in the interim) you are sensible that the Morattas created a 
great deal of trouble in Asker Cawn and ·Allemerda Cawn's time; and at yt: time 
what service we ·did the King and his subjects doubtless knew of it ; therefore wt: the 
Nabob Granted for ·OUr Service was but a very small matter for a man of his quality, 
for web: his fame lis :spread all over Europe ; kings get hon1

·: by doing justice, Visseers 
get credit by confirming their Cowles. Farther yo: Nabob is se~sible what the King 

·annually gains ·by our trade in severall parts, you have great reason to acquaint the 
Nabob of our condition .being yor: old acquaintance in these parts. Se please to act 
as that wee may .l'emaine wth: a contented heart in the enjoymt of our ancient Sallabad, 
and in the Nabob's favoilr. 

NATR": HIGGINSON. 

No. 24. 
FoRT ST GEoRGI 28'~'11 Nov•: 1696. 

To W ooTAlll'.&. CaUliD. 
Lately I wrote you concerning the Jnncaneers ill behaviour and unreasonable 

de.alings towards Cb:inap• : Merchants, and still they continue so, hindrin,g Goods 
&e• from comeing in_my Town contrary [to] Salabad so that all ye: m~'ch~nts] are 
so wearied. that they have a .mind to leave off trade. You being my fr1end and 
baveing l'eason to acquaiut you of it, made me send this with aU speed, therefore 
desire you to procure the Nabobs Perwanna in a checking manner, that they might 
act according to· ~alaba~, if nat 'twill ~e a great discouragemt: to the Merchants. 

N.HHL: HIGGINSON. 



AGENTS FOR THE SALE OF :MADRAS GOVERNMENT 
PUBLICATIONS, 

IN INDIA. 
BonEil\1N!TH & Co. (LTD\ 6, Ea~tinga StrE'Pt, Calcutta. 
R. CAMBRAY & ro., Calcutta. . 

. E. li. GCJPAUI\R!SHNA KoNE, Pudumnutllpnnt, :lladnn~. 
HARTLF.Y81 MouHfRoad, Mad~as. 
HJGGINBOlUAA;s (LTD,), Mouxn Road, Madras. 
V. KAtVANARAMA IYER & Co., Esplanade, Madrn11 
G. C. LoG.ASAuHAM JlaoTHERS, Madras. 
S. MURTHY & Co., Madras. 
G. A. NATESAN & Co., Madras. 

The Superintendent, NAZAIR KANU~ Hll'm PRF.SS, Allahabad. 

P. R. RAilA lYER & Co., MadJ·aa. 
Rur.&KlUSHNA & SoNs, Lahore. 
R. SUlfDEB P.u;ouRANG, Kalbadevi Jload, Bomhay, 
D. B. T.ARAPouvAu SoNs & Co., Bo"'bay, 
THACKBB & Co. (LTD,), Bombay. 

THACKER, SPINK & Co., 3, Esplanade I<:aet, Calcnt.ta. 
8. VAS & Co., :r.Iadraa. 
S.P.O.K. P&Ess, Vepery, Madras. 

IN THE UNITED KINGDOM. 
H. II. BLACKWELL, 60 e.nd 51, Broad Street, O.~:ford. 

. _,. 

CoNSTABLE & Co., 10, Orange titreet, Leicester Square, London, W.U. 
DEIGBTON1 BELL & Co. (LTn.), Cambridge. · 
T. FIBHEB UNWIN_ (LTD.), 1, Adelphi Terrace, London, W.C. 

GRINDLAY & Co., 54, P!!<rliament StrAet, London, S.W. 
KEGAN PAUL, 'l'REX'CB1 TRUBNER & Co. (l,Tn.), 68-74, Cartl'r Lan~>, Londo11 1 

E. C. and 39, .New Oxford Street, London, W.O. 
HENRi S, KING & Co., 65, Cornhill, London, E.C, 

P. 8. KING & SoN, 2 and 4, Great Smith SLl'eet, Wer:~tmiut~r, Loudon, S.W. 
Loz.Ac & Co., 46, Great Russell Street;, London, W.C. 

B. QUARITCH. 11, Grafton Street, New Bond Street, London, W. 
w. TPA<:Ja:& & Cc' ~·. r-eerl Laue, Londoll, E.C. 

u:.nr.B. A!liD ~orn, 'i"'!'I'C(••:Jalo Cuon, J~dinbur~rh. 

It Pur.;~oNh\' (Lm.), 1169 Urafl.ou Street, Dublin. 
\V!IELI.IOK A~o WuLtn (LTD,), 28, l!.stiex..,':;ti·•·et, Strand, Loudon. 

ON THE CONTINENT. 
E11.Nr.1H Luwux, 2~, Rue Boi.apurte, Pari&. 
111ABTIIH'8 :KtJHOl'Y, 'l'be Hague, llollanri. 


