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PREFATORY NOTE 

The differences between the final Convention and that prmted m Cmd Paper 
No. ~66 are due to the revisiOn ot the Instrument by the general Draftmg Comnnttee 
of the Peace Conference The maJority of the alterations are changes of wordmg, 
mamly of an editorial character, and mserted from a legal standpomt There are, 
however, two substantial changes which deserve particular mentiOn 

Article 18 of the or1gmal Convention prevented any seizure or detention of an 
aircraft of one State when passmg through the territory of another on the ground 
that the constitutiOn or mechamsm of the an craft constituted any mfrmgement of 
a patent, design, or model duly granted or registered In the State through which the 
aircraft was passmg Owmg to reservatiOns made by two great Powers m respect 
of tills Article, It was necessary to amend It to ensure an agreed text A compromise 
was arrived at as shown m Article 18 of the new text, the effect of whiCh Is to grant 
the State mterested m the patent the right of detammg the aircraft, provided the 
aircraft IS Immediately released upon the deposit of adequate security 

The second alteratiOn of prmmple was the entire deletiOn of Article 23 of the 
origmal text, which defined the legal position of an aircraft and the legal relatiOns 
of persons on board that aircraft while engaged man mter-state flight ObJections 
were made to tills Article by othe1 Power~ on the ground that the doctrme of 
territorial sovereignty asserted m Article 1 of the Convention was suffiCiently broad 
to cover all the questions dealt mth m Article 23, and therefore that Article 23 was 
unnecessary The Article was consequently removed from t~e ConventiOn altogether 
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