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APPENDIX I. 

LETTER FROM MISS GRIF_F.EN TO lliR. MA YHE\\'. 
· (see Section D, para 10.) . 

. EDUcA:r,roN OF INDIAN GIRLS IN FIJI. 
. According to the census recent! t k ' . 

. o~ 5. an~ 15 years has in,creased frat/ so~::l:i the number of Indian Children between the ages 
gtve an·tdea of the number of Indian children ~t overdl3,000 to 23,608. The following figures 

Total Boys 5 1S ose e ucabon needs to be catered' for· 
- ycars-12,177· of these 4 130 (34 .-

' ; . GirlS 5-15 years-11,431 : of thes • 1•371 per cent.) at school. 
The number of boys at school ca t b . e, • (12 per cent.) at school. 
'. To. ~ake i~p¢ssible for ~~~~e c~if~~stdered sa~isfaciory, and that of the girls much less so. 
ts good ~thzenship-there is need for- en to recetve a pnmary cducation-<1! which the aim 

(a) an adequate suppiy of efficient teachers· 
, ''. (b) an adequate number of schools. · ' · 

:rhei!e two rieeds apply -to both girls and bo s 00 · · · ' . . · . 
of grrls many extra ·problems present themy •1 · t tn the attempt to bnng m a umversal education 

. . se ves. . 
·. · · Vet}' few Indian girls are allowed to tt d h 1 · · · 

and only. very little g;rls arc allowed toattenda ~h· sc 00 s ~here boys of all ages are catered for-
separate s.chools for girls, taught by women· te h15 ~e"¥£ ~. at there must be for some time to come 

. to _be ii) charge of each sehool there would s/c ers. It were possib_le for a European woman 
~hts is even so an impossible plan if all girls a~ll tbe need, f~rb m~ny Ind1an teac?ers as assistants. 
CJently neat: Some plan must· be evolved thate ?llrece~e t e c tanc~ of attendmg a school suffi· 
women -teachers who can te;ch not only in Ia WI prto ucbe an. ever·m~reast?g ·?umber of Indian . rge cen res ut m outlymg dtstncts. 

One of th~ greatest d'ffi It' · · · · 
.. thafter Cl

1
asfs. V, ·.The followin~ ~aubl~e~:~l-~~:?eg a~ i~~!e o~etch:'r~~~'Jaf•;!ig/:~f~!~!tiro~ ~l~h~ 

e nex our years:- . . · · · · 
' . · . t?tal number of girls at school . 1 ,371 

. . , . . Gtrls over ~ 1 years of age .·: . .. .. 253 (18%) . 
~f the~e·ul1 ~r~.;n hClass VI or higher, i.e., 70 per cent: have not reached Class VI which is where 

1ey s o . e 1 t ey attended regularly fro'!! the age of sil{)'ears. · 
· • Class VI (all ages),40; Cl!iss VII, 22; ·class.VIII, 19; total, 81. 

In Class V·l or over- ' · · ' ·• · 
, '.·Over I6 years, .9 girls ··byer 11 years. 

15·· 10 . 10 
14 13 9-

15 girls 
4 
1 

13 14 
12 ·:. 15 81 

There is still a strong feeling ·among some Indians in Fiji against the education of their girls but 

,.. . 

this will decrease more rapidly than 'in India. . · , ' , ' 
"The' earlyleg_al age for n;arriage !p) and o( FOnsent (14) ~re further stumbling blocks, 

Almost all Indian gt~ls are mamed before they are 15, and are, usually withdrawn from school 
before the age of II ~o prepare for this; and because much of the household work ·seems to be 
~one by the young girl. , ' . · • · ' · 

One of the reasons given by Indian parents here for early marriage is that it is not safe 
for ruimd.ian girl to remain unmarried. She will disgrace the family, and of course the blame is 
att~ched chiefly to her. No thought is given to the fact that she has no healthy mental interests, 
·or games, or interesting occupations such as sewing;·singing, &c. She has not been taught to think 

' and to discriminate . .' Except for the instqtction given by a very ignorant mother or other illiterate 
adult, she .can learn little of the wotld beyond her family_. ' 

. '!;here m~ynot b~ "pur_dah" as understood. in India, b~t .. a girl's horizon, if sh~ does not 

attend school, ~s very narrow mdeed. · · · · ' · 
There needs 'to' be ericourageme~t of the parents to send and keep a girl at school. If the 

girl has at.12, .13 <1r 14 reached Class VII ~he herself will make great efforts ~o st~Y· If she can 
then begin training with the prospect of bemg soon able to add even a probatwner s salary to the · 
family fund her parents will not .(mrry marriage .. The girl will be happily b~sy, and be able to 

· •. give s~veral'years of servjce-as a single and after as a marned wom~n·.' Thts has already, been 
·proved true of a few Hindu, Ajya a!ldMuslim gtrls, as well a~ of Chnstt~n gtrls. : : . 

. , I sho~ld like to see sorf.e system whereby suitable girls' could be brought in from outlying 
districts ;md given several years of preparation in schools th~t can prepare them for entrance 

jnto a,training. school. . ·. . · . . _ · 
· · 1 ·• • .. The schools ~hich have produced the majoritY, of Indian women teachers can be seen from , 

the ·following figures-. · · · , · · . . · •. 
Gro

11
p t--Total number of registered certificated Indran women teachers at present::-

Grade 3, 3; Gr~de 4, 5; GradeS, !0; total, !8. Of these1 14 have come from the three Methodist 

Mission 'Schools:-Lautoka, 2; D11kusha, 5, ~uva, 7. 
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Group rr.-Of the 16 Probationers, Pa~tial ~asses .and Students who hay~ .reached the 
required \standard, 14 are from the same schools. (1 hese g1rls have had or are receiVIng training, 
not simplv tuition). . . · 

Of all certificated registered teachers four are from other Chnsban schools, and of the second 
up 1, which means of a total 34-28 are from l\Iethodist Schools, 6 from ot~er Christian Schools, 

~all of the 34 are from Christian Schools; . There are other t~achers, but thmr standard of educa-
tion is low and they have received no tram1~g as teachers. . . . . 

In India a large proportion of the IndJan women teachers arc Ch.nstlan and from Chnshan 
families, and it looks as if this is to be the case here. The reasons bemg :

.(a) early marriage in non-Christian denoi_Dina~ons; 
(b) the greater freedom giv~n to a Chnstlan g1rl; . . 
(c) the fact that Christian g1rls have an mcreasmgly greater freedom 111 agreemg or refus-

ing to marry. 
Also can it not also be expected that a Christian girl trained in Christian ideals will develop a 
char~cter that will gh·e her ideals of service and ~lake her ~bl~ to keep her self-respect. This 
may not be true in every case, but should be so w1th the maJonty. 

If the three )!ethodist schools ha,·e already thus contributed so many of the few teachers 
(28 out of 34), should not efforts be made to help them to continue and increase. This twofold 
work of-

(a) preparing girls to reach the standard required for entering a training school; ··- · · 
(b) training the suitable girls so that as soon as possible they may be able to take posi

tions as certificated teachers. 

ScHooLS PREPARixG GtRr.s TO EXTER A TR.~INI~G ScHooL. 

If these schools are to do their lirst work, and at a reasonable age enable girls to reach the 
required standard. the schools need to be staffed with certificated teachers, not students or pro
bationers.. The latter form of staffing results in two evils-

(a) the girls of the school do not advance from class to dass as they should, i.e.: are 
retarded; 

(h) students and probationers who are teaching all day have i;ery little time, and that 
at the end of a tiring school day, for their own study and for training in the art of 
teaching. They take several years to get even the lowest certificate. I consider 
this a real injustice to a girl who intends to teach, especially as often her ability 
to earn is the price of her freedom and independence. Besides this, if a school is 
poorly staffed, the head mistress has an almost impossible and often a very disap-
pointing job. · 

In order to keep the girls long enough at school the age for girls at these schools financed 
bv Government should be raised to 16. • 
· Scholarships, boarding and otherwise, could be granted to girls from other districts so that 

supplies of teachers for these districts be begun. 
The training school itself should be so staffed that the tutorial needs and the training in 

practical teaching is properly done. 
It is desirable at present that girls of 15 (if at the right standard of education) be admitted 

for training. Such young students need much guidance and supervision. Great care needs to 
be taken that the children who·are used to practise on, do not suffer. The l:iest of Indian teachers 
are needed as part of the staff to be responsible for the work of the classes taught by the students, 
and to gil·e demonstration lessons. Needless to say the building and equipment should be sufficient 
to allow the best possible work to he done. · • 

Schools in towns "~II not lind it difficult to procure staff, as girls will be able to live at home. 
It is the school in the outlying district that is the problem. 

Girls from districts requiring girls' schools should be encouraged in every way to get their 
training. 

Where female tcaclJers ha\·c m<Jthcrs or aunts who can go with them, houses near the school 
need to be provided. 

Buses can be used to convey groups of teachers from their homes in towns to outlying 
villages, the girls living at home. : · . ' 

The fact must be faced that an Indian girl or young woman cannot be, expected to go and 
board in a village as in European countries. 

Hostels with a matron in charge might be opened in some large centres, to supply a district 
with teachers. ·· · 

I feel I cannot too strongly plead for the education of the Indian girl iri Fiji. I feel she has 
a great possible future and a tremendous need. 

Every girls' school I know of has this year pleaded for staff. Let ·us hasten to fulfil their 
need, and then what of the 400 and more teachers required for the II 431 Indian girls if we allow 
four teachers to I 00 children. ' 

The figures given were obtained from the Inspector of In~ian Schools recently. 

' A. M. GRIFFEN, 
Dudley House School, Methodist Mission, 

September, 1936. Toorak, Suva. · 
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APPENDIX II. 

FIJI DIARY. 
' 27111 August.-Arrived Suva • · . 

28th A . ~ p.m. Dmner Government House. · 
ugusi.-Suva:-Intervicw -C 1 · 1 S 

Secretary for Indian Affairs· "Tre s n·o oma ' ecretary; Secretary for Native Affairs· 
Works. Indian Schools-Arya Sasur~rb· 1

1~ectGor of Medical Services; Acting Director of Publi~ 
29th A ama1 IT 5 ; overnment Bovs' School. 

1•gust.~Suva ·-Inspected Offi f n· f · · 
records; visited Suva )lu~eum. t C c~ 0 !~ector o Education; read documents and 

3 
.. me omm1ttee_.of reachers' Association. 

Oth A ugusi.-Suva ·-Indian s h ai G 
Girls' School and Trainin 'school· M c 0

. s- .o~emm~nt Girls.' School; Methodist Mission 
Director of Agriculture· gHead Ml t eth(ti~t .~sSIOn M1xed Enghsh Boys' School. lntcrYiews
Dinner-Archdeacun· of Fiji. . ' IS ress, . Irs rammar School; two Organising School Masters. 

I st September.- from Suva to Viet · · S h 1 N · · · 
vincial Fijian .School Sawani (9 .1 )-?na c 00 • 1 asmu-mspectcd (5 miles); on to Pro
and European memb~rs of Leg· 1 mt.I esC mspilected. Back to SU\·a. Met Government Officers 

. IS a I)'e ounc at party. . 
2nd September -.·From Suva to Nda 'I (12 '1 . · 

Technical School (Fijian). T · . I . :'01 efu . m1 cs):. Inspected Methodist Mission 
Nausori (I mile). Met Cdmmf~:;ngf F~~.tltu~o.n ( ndSianh ani d,_fiJlan); Practising School. On. to 
(3 .

1 
) 

1 
. 0 IJlan nmary c oo (' anggona Ceremony)· on to NaYuso 

m1 es · . nspected MethodiSt Mission Farm School (Fijian); back to Suva. ' •· 
3rd September.-From Suva to Mbau (20 miles\; Inspected Fijian Primary School· baek to · 

~~~~ol I1~Ji:.d on road; Arya Samaj Boys' Schoo( Local Committee School and /1-lis;ion' Girls' 

4th Septem?er.-From Suva to Nanda~vatu .(145 miles).. Inspected on road Fijian Primary 
School, Tavua (\ anggona Ceremony);-. Indian 'Committee Pnmary School, Wairuku. 

_51!• September.-N:mdarivatu:-Interview with Provincial Commissioner (Reav); Assistant 
Comrrusswner (Bernacchi); Head Master, Fijian School. · · · 

_6th Scpte>~:ber (Sunday).-From Nan?ari,;atu to i\Iba (50 miles). Interview with Pro\"incial 
Comm1ssw~er (Wmdrum): .Manager, Coloma! Sugar Refining Company's Mill (Allen); on to Lau- · 
t~ka (30 m1les); . on. road msp.ec~ed s1te and building of Government Indian School (Boys); inter
VI~w With Provm_c1al "Com~Issioner . (Caldwell); ~lanager, Colonial Sugar Refining Company's 
Mill (Robertson)·; mspected Site and discussed plans of proposed Colonial Sugar Refining Company's 
Farm School (Fijian). . ·.. · 

7th September.-From Lautoka to Sambeto (5 miles). Inspected Indian Committee Boys' 
School; interview with Colonial Sugar Refining Company's Overseer (Knox), manager of above; 
inspected Fijian Primary School; on to Nandi (7 miles); inspected Government Boys' School; 
Committee Indian Boys' School; Provincial Fijian School (Namaka); return to Lautoka--on 
road interview with Colonial Sugar Refining Company's School Manager (Fenner); Principal, 
Natambua School. : 1 

8th September.-Natambua:-Inspected Government Indian Secondary School; Govern· 
mcnt Training Institution (Indian and Fijian); Government Practising School (Indian). Lautoka: 
ln>pected Roman Catholic Mixed English School (Boys); Indian School (Boys); European Girls' 
School; interview with Reverend Mother; on to Mba-further interviews with Provincial Com
missioner and Colonial Sugar Refining Company's Manager; interview with Mr. H. Ragg, AI.L.C. 

9/II S¢plember.-Inspected Roman Catholic English School; Fijian Girls' School; visited 
buildings of Indian Committee Boys' School; Methodist Mission Fijian Girls' School (lady 
Superintendent n,ot at home); from Mba to ~.mperor Gold Mine, Tav':'a (40 miles);. discu~scd with 
Manager site and plans for European and FIJian ~c~ools; on .to. Vumnda_wa (90 miles), '1: anggona 
Ceremonv in Fijian village; interview With Provmc1al Commissioner, Ta!levu (Baker). 

lOth Seplember.-Vunindawa:.,-lnspecte~ Fijian Primary School; back to Suva. (55 miles); 
on road interview with General Manager, Coloma! Sugar Retinmg Compan>:. a~ Nauson. Suva:
Intcfview with Head Mastel, Levuka School (Usher); Head Master, Provmcml School, Kandal•tt 

(Sharp). · ' · · . . . , . , '. 
Iiiii S.::ptember.-Suva :-Inspected Roma~ Cat4ohc M1x.ed Enghsh School (Boys). Roman 

Catholic European Sthool (Boys); Roman Catholic M1xed Enghs~ _School (Girls); Roman Catho!Ic 

E S I 01 (G1'rls) · interview with Brother Alphonsus; Inspected Ballantyne Mcmonal 
uropean c 10 • G' 1 F'" ) 

School (Girls, Fijian); Training School ( ITs, '!]Ian . . . . . . 
12th September.-Suva :-Lecture to .Managers -~d 1 eachers;. mtcT\'Iews ~~1th depu.\at!On 

I I
. ( su· v · !'oman Catholic Bishop of FIJI; left Suva m H.M.C.S. PIOneer. 

of noans rom a. ' . • . . . 
b (5 d v) -Arrived Savu Savu m Vanua Leru; mtervwws With rcpre

. 13th Septem cr · 1111 «. ·ommunitv and Major Willoughby Tottenham in Savu Savu and 
scntatives ?f loc~l half:ca~t~. c nd records of Government School for half-castes and Committee 
Nakama; mspectcd b~Ildtmg~ a with stltffs of Schools· visited Roman Catholic Boarding Schools 
School for half-castes; 10 .crvie,~s S · H ~I C S. :, Pioneer" 

,... h , and girls; left Savu avu m ·' · · · · . .. 
for IIJiall o) 5 _ Le •uka. inspected Roman Catholic Boardmg Schools (Girls and 

14th Scpt~mbcr.-Arr~efh r' T a'ining School (Fijians); Methodist Mission Girls' Scba<il 
'Boys) Thawatln: Ron;an a 1 ° Half:castes. interview with Provincial Commissioner; He,•crrn? 
(Fijian); Govcrnn,wnt S_cho.ool.o\. Reprcse~tatives of Levuka Town; left Levuka in H.~l.C.S. 
Mother. Roman Catholic Con\ en ' . 
" Pionc<'r.~' 
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15th s,:ptember.-Arrh·ed Suva; . inten;iew ~ith Dr. Lambert (Rockefeller Foundation); 
visited Central ;\led~cal School, SU\·a; mten·tew With Mrs Hoodless (Correspondente Classes). 

16th S.-ptember.-Inten·iew with 'representatives, _Meth?dist ~fissio_n :, inspected European 
Grammar School (Boys); European Grammar Schoo) (Gtrls): mtervtew Wtth Museum Committee; 
gaw broadcast lecture. 

. ·17th Sep!em~er.-lnterview with .His' ExceUency the Gove.rnor, Colonial Secretary and 
Dtrector of Educatton; Board of Educatton; Representatives of Seventh Day Adventists Mission. 
Indian deputation; dinner on H.~I.S. " Wellington." ' 

18th September.-Tnterview with Director of Education; Anglican Bishop in Polynesia 
Major Willoughby Tottenham, lii.L.C., 1\lr. K. B. Singh, M.L.C. 

191/t. Scptcmber.-Interview with Mr. Kodanda Rao (Servants of India Society); Dr, 
Lambert; left Fiji .in RlLS. "Niagara." 


