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Further Papers (No. 84) relatve to the Insurrectioky
East Indies.

The President of the Council of India in Council to the Court'of Directors of the-Werd =
India Company. . \

Fort William, February 9, 1858, (No. 30.)
WE have the honor herewith to transmit, for your information, copy of accompanying
correspondence, with a Memorandum: drawn uwp by the Judge Advocate-General of the
Army, of the circumstances which, apparently, led to the mutiny of the native army being

precipitated. .
2. These papers will be laid before the Commission of Inquiry at the proper time.
We have, &c.
J. A. DORIN.
J. LOW.
B. PEACOCK.

Inclosure 1.
The Judge Advocate-General of the Army to the Secretary to the Government of India.

Sir, : Simla, October 21, 1857,
AS some time must yet elapse ere the proceefines of the general court-martial, held
at Meerut on the 6th May last, in the trial. of the eighty-five non-commisioned officers
and troopers of the 3rd,"Light Cavalry, tan be submitted to his Excellency the Genmander-
in-chjcf, anL‘.vanswitted for the information of the Governor-General of India in C. /ne.

‘T have the honor to forward the accompanying Memorandum of the circumstances which,
apparently, led to the mutiny of the native army being precipitated, and which I lose no -

time in forwarding, now that the communication with Caleutta has been restored.
« ] have, &c.
KEITH 'YOUNG, Lieutenant-Colonel,
Judge ddvocate-General of the Army.

P.S.—Copies of these papers have been sent to the Chief Commissioner of the
Punjab, for his information, with letter No. 536 of this date, of which & copy is inclosed,
and a copy also of the Memorandum, in a demi-official form, has been forwarded to the

Commissioner of Scinde.

Inclosure 2.

Memorandum of the circumstances which led to the Trial of Muttadien Sing, Havildar, and
aighty-four others, Naicks and Troopers of the 3rd Light Cavalry

Judge Advocate-General's Office, Simla, October.m, 1857,
ON the 24th April, 1857, Brevet-Colonel Smyth, commanding the 3rd Light Cavalry,
addressed the following lotter to the Major of Brigade at Meerut :—

] Sil',
- ] have the honor to report, for the information of the ofhcer commanding the
1465}
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_ostentay, Lordered:a parnde to take place this morning, for the purpose of
nen the new mode by which they might load their earbines without biting
3 and, late in the evening, I received information from the Havildar-Major
of the first troop would not receive their cartridges (which were the same
ays used), and my Adjutant reccived a letter from Captain Craigic, copy of
osed. This morning I explained to the men my reason for ordering the
fiest ordered the Havildar-Major to show them the new way of loading, which
red off his carbine, I then ordered the cartridges to be served out, but, with
1of the men noted in the margin,* they all refused to receive them, saying
zct & bad name if they took them, but that, if all the regiment would take
ges, they would do so. I explained to them that they were not new cartridges,
same they had always been using, and once more called on them to reccive
cs, but, with the exception of the men above mentioned, they all still refused ;
I ordered the Adjutant to dismiss the men, as they werc too large a party to
~ tne quard.  The party consisted of ninety men.”
Yz On the receipt of this letter, a Court of Inquiry was assembled by Major-General
- Hewitt, commanding the Meerut division, with the view to elicit facts, if possible, to
elucidate the cause of the refusal of the men of the 3rd Light Cavalry to use the cartridges
on the 24th April, and to ascertain if there was anything objectionable in them.

3. The Court of Inquiry, which was held on the following day (April 25), wos
vomposed of the following native officers :— €

Subadar-Major Thakoor Awnstie, 20th Native Infantry ;

Subadar Gungadeen Dooley, 20th Native Infantry;

Subadar Ramchurn, 3rd Light Cavalry ;

. Subadar Guruess Sing, 20th Native Infantry ;

Subadar Golab Khan, 3rd Light Cavalry;

Subadar Buxors Sing, 20th Native Infantry;

Jemadar Fyze Khan, 3rd Light Cavalry.

*4. This shows three Cavalry and four Infantry officers (the 11th Regiment had not
“reached Meerut, it is believed), as composing the Court; and there were two Mabo-
medans, two Brahmins, two (appareatly) Chuttries, and one (apparently) inferior caste
Hindoo. The late Captain Macdoonald, 20th Native Infantry, was superintending officer,
assisted by Major Harriott, Deputy Judge Advocate-General of the division ; and Captain

" Earle, 20th Native Infantry, was interpreter.

3. Before this Court, the Quartermaster-Havildar, a havildar, the regimental tindal,
and tne senicm¢™"yilder <o emior Mahome . ‘rooper of each troop, were exami . .-
The Quartermaster-tat ildar, a Hindoo, knew not.  of the .. -kmg up of the partic” |
cartridges, but he stated: “I know of nothing #wwa shouwwu prevent either Hindoo o

“"20s .uman using them. The cartridges are unobjectionable ; they sre the same as have:
been in vse with the regiment for years. There is no grease in them.” Iercupon the
witness was directed to produce some of the cartridges; he did so, without hesitation,
The members of the court examiued them, and observed that “ they are cxactly similup
10 what have been in use in the service for thirty and forty years.”

6. The havildar, a Hindoo, who superintended the making up of these very cartridges,

- said, “ There is notbing whatever about them that either Hindoo or Mussulman can consider
objectionable ; they are precisely the same as have been in use for years with the regiment ;
they were made in the regimental magazine, as heretofore, by the regimental classics,”

7. The tindal, a Hindoo, states, “* The present cartridges were made up by myself
and the classies of the regiment ; they are preciscly the same in paper, and in all materialg,
a5 they bave been ever siuce | have been in the regiment, and that is thirty-three years.
Till now I pever heard an objection of any kind aguinst them, and even now I cannot
understand what point in particular is objected to. 1 have never heard anything beyond
general rumour, which no one is able to particulurize.”

8. Of the twelve troopers examined, not one could point out anything ebjectionalle
in the cartridges ; they spoke of the suspicion of impurity of some kind, though, of its
nature, not one knew anything. Moollah Bux (Maf:omcdnn) when questioned on the
subject, insolently replied, “ | have doubt about the cartridges ; they, appurently, look like
old ones, but they may, for aught 1 know, have pigs' fat rubbed over them." The next
witness, a Hindoo, voluntarily hundled the cartridges, to show that he considered them
perfectly unchjectionable. It may be here remarked, that not only had no objectionable
cartridges been served to the 3rd Regiment Light Cuvalry, but, g0 far as is known, none
fit fur carbines had been received st Meerut when the mutiny oceurred,

* Hoers B0z, Havildar, 4th Troop; Persaud Binyg, Havildar, Sth Troop; Golam Nublie Khan, Havildar
51th Troop; Kusicr Fiolum Mahomed, Nuick, 6th Troop; Delawin Kban, Naick, Gth Troop,
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9. The opinion ‘ e ) Vi former
e The COEI%,%?&ﬁfn:lgt&%l;;‘te?f frlqu'u'y is conts.uned in the following work 0 ther-
that no adequate cause can be : ly weighed the fwldcnce given before them, & O%eying
the men of the 8rd Li ‘lt C assigued for the disobedicuce of Colonel Sm{ﬂ“ the feen
. ' e Clourt can arrive af, 1 . P <o I T
report seems to bave got abroad, which, i an arrve at, n regurd to this por Busing
to the materials used for ms , which, In some vague form, attuches suspicion'moraS, to
. . :e )]} "ldklng th(‘su (-'ﬂ]'tl’i(]:‘_res- hut tl C 3[(}.]] f
opinion that there is nothing whatever objection: ' ie Court are unar, ° ¢
Covalry, and that, they manab“ ;zte\;u oljectionable in the cartridees of thellt, Y to
. 4 EI'L'E"A-'-»z ¥ . o D M .
slightest degree, affecting agy religiou)s ;Z::;;’l:adoif”;{}u]mm }ﬂ; 311 crctofore, withe g;dthe
R S ither a Hin erirh e ad o
any pretence, contrary to this, is urged, that it must be false.” 00 or Mua:’uhnanany mg

10. When the proceedings of ' ~
. gs of the Court of Inguiry reac ‘deithel
chief . R h quiry reached the lat deltheir
¢ :1 o g]esn::)alx(ernso:}, accompanied by Colonel Smyth's report, his Exc?:lfel? O%indd po
T iers (of whom forty-nine were Mahomedans and thizty-six w cyﬁ ‘se in
If‘ior hya:hl]l;tlvs\gimlcrt:l cou;‘t-martial, on the following charge .)..,, o€ Misse g
) , at Meerut, on the 24th of April, 1857, severall ATt <f
:}:e 1‘:‘“ f“gcgni{nafld of their superior ofticer, B’revet-boloenlgl %;.uj\%"glg&uilllly’ disobere
ca%h :)ef ur‘ th;!llffnt of nght Cavalry, by not having taken the; cz;rtridé ,éommanc
to tak em, individually, for use, that day ou parade ‘when ordered b > londered !
o ta lel tl% said cartiidges. . » when ordered by Colonel Smyil
. The Court sat on the 6th, 7 '
r i 7th, and S8th of May .
Mahomedan and nine Hindoo natire :)ﬂiccrs, taken from ;h:}f:)lfounflinzajor;?p osed of six.
o re

Artillery, 3rd company 7th battalion,. 0 Mahomedan .. ;HMdoo

3rd Light Cavalry .. |
11th Native Infantry .. g ” L,
90th Native Infantry .. .. s o 2
38th Native Infantri' .. N ] A . 2,
54th Native Infantry .. " » . 1, ’
74th Native Infantry o » - by,
¥ .. o T .
12. At the trial, the evidence of Colonel Smyth was as follows :—
. | Examined by Judge Advoeate:
M‘w ':il"'!"'-n': i"f:‘“f)‘!" 7"“:*@{“”], 1837 ../"": e e tha - .
Q. On the cvw 0o aty 070 were vou cumumndfn"g:hu&»]*‘?fijel?w;l%&”
Cavalry? LA S ‘
A. Yes.
Q. Had you any of the troopers of your regiment on parade that morning ?
A. Yes; including non-cotntpissioned officers and troopers, 90 men. -
Q. Were the prisoners in Court amongst those 90 men ? . e

A. Yes, they were,

Q. Did they, on that oceasion, disobey any lawful command you gave; if 5o, state the
circumstances ?

A. Yes, they did disobey my Lowful ‘command. Each of the troopers, on being
ordered by me to tuke their cartridges from the Kote dufludars, who tendered them fo
them, refused to do so, saying, * if all will tuke the cartridges, we will take them.” T then
geparately and individually ordered each of the prisoners to take the cartridges ; each man
refused, saying, “1 shall get a bud name it [ doso:” this was the only plea that any of
them urged ; not one of them alleged any seruple of religion, but simply declared that e
would gred = bed wna amonz his comrades if he took them. Previous to ordering the
mdn 1o tukchtht'lft m"’{(‘f "%ﬁ 'l(;.u‘n PHLS the havildar-major lpuidgedre off his carbine, to

) e At = et Toag L thie
i}:::i":;dtt‘l‘r(:?\niuﬁ'wdlltlc{::fure thom.  When they had nh“f"m‘{)s‘etl Hl:etoal-! :::t:“.ﬁ:;;l 1}:; "E’;“;:‘l:l‘t’
to them that the pavilda-tanjor had wsed these wl:u ldg{“\l ; lt N;w-n's ﬁ:ed. and that they—.
any kind on them, and that they were the same as they hat @ES7 5 3

ey who it Ohjﬁb‘tiﬂ‘ﬂ v ;a‘;:'ms: t'l‘llleﬁ'f::lrttr(')(t!:-t:flz;\)l‘imt\erS, to follow the example
rders, advance & S jort distance : \
oy o s ¢ them wouldl do S0 (w0

R N s one @ "
those ren hud S them, bub 1er by disobeying the orders [ gave thew on porade

o : o stant
JLSONCTS, one and all, ende S 0T \ ’
nnd nlqh\(;nils wis (o case 1 caused the parade to be dismtssed, and repo ted ﬂ“.»n: and
' { the ofticer commanding the station. a d with

stanes for the information o
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Cross-examined :

fudrut Ally, Naick, No. 232, puts the following question 1~— -
you show us the cartridges that we might see whether they were old ones oy

ie Kote daffadars had themn in their hands; you might have examined them in
lt you refused to touch them.

‘ere the cartridges, which we refused, put aside and confined with us?

>3 all the cartridges of the regiment are precisely the same; there are not twa

: Examined by the Court :
NVhy did you tell the men they would have to fire, instead of merely ordering
to so ?

e - he parade was in orders the day before, and enfered in the order-book as usual,
nd each man was ordered to receive three cartridges. 1 wished to show them the new
ay of loading without putling the cartridge to the mouth, and attended the parade for

that purpose ; when I came on parade, the Adjutant informed me that the men had not
taken their cartridges, and, it was on that account I ordered the havildar-major to take
a cartridge and load and fire before them ; an® it was then, also, that I said, when the.
whole army heard of this way of loading, that they would be all much pleased and exclaim

“Wah, wah!” .
13. The defence of the prisoners made by Mulladeen, havildar, on behalf of himself

and others, wasein the following words :— .
“On the evening of the 23rd ultimo, at about half-past 7 o’clock, about five or six
men of the 3rd Troop were standing in the lines; they were saying to each other that
Brijmohun Sing had just said that he had that day fired off two of the new greased
cattridges’; there will be a parade to-morrow morning, the Colonel and the Adjutant bz
. present, and the new greased cartridges are to be used; we shall then see whether any one,
- ajindeo or Mussulman, will refuse to use them. After this, a number of us said to each
* ather, if we use the greased cartridges, we shall lose our caste, and shall never again be
“ableto return to our homes. We then consulted as to what was to be -done; and came to
heep n that-we ought to report the circumstances to the Captains af o;f"m_ops, 50

i ¢ might be done to save our caste. - The “native officers of troops reported .

b , o i Al

Sy : a0 iy res ee

mornin . 23 :;:n :e(;‘: sc;zﬂeﬁ%{g turti®at for parade, we all WEM

_ n€hight before by Captains of troops. The

rf.her prisoners decline to cross-examine,

; Yers, and said, ‘I have invented thietbigg° listen té what I a
my . ) ed thing ; listen m about :
- d:eL Ec:?’n;hese_ cagt.t]l:dges, th_e Cqmmandemn—chief will be much pleased a:::l s;gu%
i oL grat 1t1lle, an Js;hall1 likewice get great praise; and I will have the whole
) -,f poished xkn the %z}pers. The Co_lonfal called the havildar-major to the front, and
b ! he’ sa'E:i etd cal ine, load, and fire it off in ‘the way I showed you yesteréa ;'
han‘]dar:ma'o b‘l o usi that we should have to load and fire in the same manner 'lj‘ql,e
Davildar bit{e rﬁ'iglzgnt-ns cerbine to his side; and, having handled his cartridge, was
hoout to | &ndoﬁmdc er?qu, \glen the Colonqi stopped him, saying, * tear it with vourglf;nds-’
Kote o gpind fired. "htle ] olonel then said, ¢ Where are the cartridges? bring them here.’
pye duf V;"’u brough the cartridges tied up in cloth. The Colonel went to the right
ane t‘ake’the ill you td}}\e those cartridges 2 All said, No, we won’t take them ;' we wgul(i
oo take ¢ m,t la_s T;] li!td great doubts about tkem, as the Colonel had to in’duce us to

ke, thew af- nng he had never done before, When the Colana' had put us tl}?"é‘é\ﬂb ut
STISS us from the.??}fﬁ'ﬁl& we begged to make a stodement to himl. He fronted ill;t

g ks

and we sgid. ¢ ¥ 2nts W ifie ¢
e e ‘11.,: ir the other 1'egl\1\1_3.0.1.112:» wilt five Gfie cartridge, we will fire ton.” The Colonel
: Lhere are no other cartridges for other men.” We said, *There are pistols.” T}
-olonel then again put us three about, and dismissed us.” o *
’ ]4: B!y the votes of fourteen out of the fifteen natjve officers, the whole of the
E):!’lcs}?nelé \; ettie cgnv:cted,rar.lddsentenced to 1mprisonment with hard labour for ten years
« -bul the Court sohicited favorable consideration for the pri ' 1t of
4 Cous ) I 1€ prisoners, on account of the
good character which they had hitherto bokne, as testi o b ir i
» as testified to by their commandin
; ich : C r office
and on ac{}n}nt at their having been mlsle(érgy\ vague report regarding the cartl'idr)%s o
Major-General Hewitt approved and confirmed the sentence, and made the

Kem‘arks —
jould_willingly attend to the recommendation of the Court, if I céuld find
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anything in the conduct of the dprisoners that would warrant me in so doing. Their former
good character has been blasted by present misbehaviour; and their having allowed them.
selves to be influenced by vague reports, instead of attending to the advice, and uheying
the orders, of their European superiors, is the gist of the offence for which they have been
condemned. It appears, from these proceedings, that these misguided men, after consulta-
tion together, on the night of the 23rd of April, 1857, came to the resolution of refusine
their cartridges, having so far forgotten their duty as soldiers. Their next step was, tg
send word to the troop Captains that they would not take cartridges unless the whole of
the troops in the station would do so likewise. Some of them even had the insolence to
desire that firing parades might be deferred till the agitation about cartridges among the
native troops had come to a close. In this state of insubordination they appeared on
paradé on the morning of the 24th, and then consummated the crime for which they are
now to suffer, by repeatedly refusing cartridges that had been made as usual in their
regimentdl magazine, when assured, too, by Colonel Smyth, that the cartridges had no
grease on them; that they were old ones, and exactly similar to what had been in use in
the regiment for thirty or forty years. Even now they attempt to justify so gross an
outrage upon discipline, by alleging that they bad doubts of the cartridges : there has been
no acknowledgment of error, no eXpression of regret, no pleading for mercy. '

“To the majority of the prisoners no portion of the sentence will be remitted. 1
observe, however, that some of them are very young, and I am willing to make allowance
for the'r having been misled by their more experienced comrades; and, under these
circur ,, ~ces, 1 remit one half of the sentence passed upon the following men, who have
not be%s more than five years in the service;” and then follow the names of eleven
troopers. .

. PIB. The prisoners having been delivered over to the Civil Power on the 9th of May,
the Native Cavalry and Infantry at Meerut mutinied on the evening of the following day,
and proceeded to Delhi, where they were joined by the native troops at that station. It
will be seen that the general court-martial was formed of native officers from all the
corps that mutinied on the 10th and 11th of May, and the President of the court-martial,
the Subadar-Major of the 38th Light Infantry, was afterwards, it has been said, one of the
principal leaders of the mutineers.

17. When areport o/ the result of the trial was made to the late General Anson, it was
intimated that the mutineers, before being made over to the Civil Power, were put in irons on
the parade-ground i*, the presence of their regiment. His Excellency approved of the sentence
that had been passed upon the prisoners, but expressed his regret at this unusual procedure.
Nothing more was heard regarding the mutineers till the receipt of the telegraphic
message giving information of the mutiny, and of their release from jail, ’

KEITH YOUNG, Lieutenant-Colonel,
Judge Advocate-General of the Army.

Inclosure 3.
The Judge Advocate-General of the Army to the Secrelary to the Government of India.

Sir, ’  October 31, 1857.
"IN continuation of my letter of the 2lst instant, regarding the case of the
troopers 3rd Light Cavalry, I have the honor to annex a copy of a letter of the 28th
instant, this day received from the Assistant Military Secretary to the Chief Commissioner
of the Punjab.
I have, &ec.
KEITH YOUNG, Lieutenani-Colonel,
' Judge Advocate-General of the drmy.

Ine iosure 4,

The Military Secrelary to ‘the Chief Commissioner of the Punjab to the Judge Advocaie-
General of the drmy, °

Sir, Lahore, October 28, 1837,

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st instant,
forwarding Memorandum of the circuinstances leading to the trinl of native officers and
men of the 3rd Light Cavalry, previous to the outbreak of the Meerut mutiny, and with
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reference to the erroneous impression which the account of that event, as laid by Colonel
Sykes before Parliament in the debate of the 11th August last, is cdleulated to convey
both to the people of England and also to natives of this country.

The Chief Cormissioner is of opinion that subsequent events occurring with such o
unity of plan and operation through the length and breadth of the laud is an ample refuta.
tion of the statement of Colonel Sykes, which at the present time is of no power either for

orill.
gmdUuder this view of the case, the Chief Commissioner desires me to retura the
documents, the publication of which he trusts you will agree with him in thinking can
be safely delayed, till the opportunity offers for forwarding them to the Supreme Govern-
ment. )

I have, &c. *
W. WYLD, Captain,
Assistant Military Sécretary.

Inclosure .5.

The Judge Adrocate-General of the Army to the Military Secretary to the Chief Commissioner
of the Punjab,
]
Sir, October 21, 1857,

1 HAVE the bonor to forward, for the information of the Chicf Commissioner,
copies of a lette® and memorandum which I purpose dispatching, for submission to the
Governor-General of India, as soon as direct postal communication is established with
Calcatta.

2. The Chief Commissioner will doubtless have observed, as reported in the public
journals, the erroneous account of the mutiny at Mecrut, which Colonel Sykes is stated to
have Jaid before Parliament in the debate of the 11th August last.  Coming from such high
authoniry, the statement made by him will, of course, be received, not only in Englund, but
throuzhout India, as the cerrect version of what actually oceurred at Meerut, and it will
probably be some time before Colonel Sykes is placed in possession of the true facts of
the case, to enztle him to explain to the Houce of Commons, and throuwh it to the world
at larze, the error into which he had been led by some iznorant or desizning individual,
In the interim, the effect, as it appears to me, may be very prejudicial, for it will be gene-
rally Lelieved that the commanding officer of the 3rd Cavalry endeavoured to force the
o¥jeetionable greased cartridges upon his men, and that the Commander-in-chicf of the
army abetted {:im in so insane a proceeding.

3. T would beg to suamest, therefore, for the consideration of the Chicf Commissioner,
wkether, in justice to the late General Anson, and with the view to counteract the unfa-
vorable impression such a belicf may have, especially amongst the native community, it
will not be desirable to take immediate measures for making as public as possible a correct
statement of the circumstances originating the mutiny at Meeput ; and Sir John Lawrence
may, perhaps, agree with me that the bestamode of doing this will be to allow the Tt
of the *Lahore Chronicle” to publish in the next number of his paper the inclosed
memorandum, or such portions of it as may be thought sufficient for the purpose, with an
intimation that it has been furnished him from your office, by direction of the Chief
Commissinner,

4. 1 may here also remark, that Colonel Sykes appears to have been equally misin-
formed as to the origin of the disaffection in the 19th Regiment Nutive Iufuntry in the
month of February last, the cartridges which the men of hig corps declined to take not
having been greased cartridges, but those of the common kind that had been up to that
period in vse in the regiment, alng com;ining nothing whatever objectionable in them.

ave, &e
""KEITIl YOUNG, Licutenant-Colonel,
Judye Advocate-General of the Army.

*
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