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Further Papers (No. 8 A) relative to the lnsurrcctio\~t 
East Indies. 

Tile President of tile Council of India in Council to tile Court~ of Directors of the·~·.( · • 
. India Company. . 1 

Fort William, February 9, i858. (No. 30.) 
WE have the honor herewith to transmit, for your information, copy of accompanying 

correspondence! with a Memorandum drawn up by the Judge Advocate-General of the 
Army, of the cU'cumstances which, apparently, led to the mutiny of the native army being 
precipitated. . ~ 
. 2. These papers will be laid before the Commission of Inquiry at the proper time. 

Inclosure I. 

We have, 6c. 
J. A. DORIN. 
J.LOW. 
B. PEACOCK. 

Tile Judge Adrocate-General of the Army to the Secretary to tile Got;ernment of India. 

Sir, Simla, October 21, 1857. 
AS some time must yet elapse ere the proce~di!l.";'-Of the gene~l)~t-martial, held 

at Meerut on the 6th :\lay last_, .i~ the trial .. of the eighty-five non-commi>ioned officers 
and troopers of the 3ril_.·'i.igl\t Cavalry; can be s:Ibmitted to his Excellency the (;~mander-­
in:chkf.,~~ \ron:nnitted for the information of the Governor-G~ner-.1l of India in G. rn..,_ 
I have the honor to forward the accompanying ::\lemorandum of the circurn.sbnces whiclt, 
apparently, Jed to the mutiny of the native army being precipitated, and which I lose no 
time in forwarding, now that the communication with Calcutta has been restored . 

• I have, &c. 
KEITH ·YOUNG, Lieutenant-Colonel, 

Judge Adt·ocate-General of the Army. 

P.S.-Copics of these papers have been sent to the Chief Commissioner of the 
Punjab, for hi~ information, with letter No. 586 of this date, of which a copy is inclosed, 
and a copy also of the Memorandum, in a demi·official form, has been forwarded to the 
Commissioner of Scinde. 

Inclosure 2. 

Memorandutn of th~ circumstancts whir.h led to thtr Trial of lfuttadi~n Sing, Hat·ildar, and 
11qhty-four oilier~:. Naicks and Troopm of the 3rd Light Camb·v 

•' 
Judge .A<lvocate-G~nerats Offiet, Simla, Octobl'r 21, IS5i. 

ON the 24th April, 1857, Brevet-Colonel Smyth, commanding the 3rd Light Cavalry, 
addressed the following letter to the l\Iajor of Rri~de at Meerut :-. 
,. s· 11', 

• " I have the honor to rcpor~ tor the information of the othcer comnmmlin~ the 
(.IG5J 



I I () .. 
,'>h'l\b~-, I ol'\lt'I'Nln patwlc to take place this mornin~, for the pmpo~C' of 
lll'l\ thl\ new mode by which thl'Y might lond their ('arblnl'~ without biting 
8 ; :md, late in the C\'Cning, ll'<'ccin~d information from the IInrihlai'-Mnjm• 
of the tlr:>t troop wouhl not t'C<'Ch·e their cartridges (which were tho same 
,nys u~etl), and my Adjutant received a letter from Cnptnin Craigie, copy of 
t)>:t'll. This morning I explained to the men my reason for ordering the 
tlr:>t ordered the U:wildnr-.Mnjor to show them the new vmy of loading, which 

l'l'll otf his carbine. I then ordcl'<'d the cnrtrid~cs to be served out, but, with 
\ of the men noted in the margin,• they all refused to recch·e them, saying 
~ct a b:l.d name if they took them, but that, if all the regiment would take 
~s, they would do so. I explained to them that they "'ere not new cartridb"~'!l, 
snme tlu.'y bnd ai~U~ys been using, and once more called on them to receive 

cg, but, with the e.'\:ception of the men abo,·e mentioned, they nil still refused ; 
I ordered the Adjutant to dismiss the men, as they were too large a party to 

the guard. The party consisted of ninetv men." 
\ .·.;;,. On the l"e("Cipt of this letter, a C'ourt or" Inquiry was assembled by Major-General 

• H~witt, comtunnding the 1\lccrut division, with the ,·iew to elicit facts, if possible, to 
elucidate the cause of tbe refusal of the men of the 3rd Light Camlry to usc the cartridges 
on the 24th April, and to ascertain if there \\'as anything objectionable in them. 

3. The Court of Inquiry, which 'l\1lS held on the following dny (April 25), wns 
... "''m posed of the following native officers:- < 

Subadar-:'olajor Thnkoor Awnstie, 20th Native Infantry; 
Subadar Gu~<>adccn Dooley, 20th Native Infantry; 
Subadar Ramchurn, 3rd Light C'.arnlry ; 
Subadar Gm .. ncss Sing, 20th Native Infantry ; 
Subadar Golab Khan, 3rd Light Cavalry: 
Subadar Buxors Sing, 20th Nati\"e Infantry; 
Jemadar Fyze Khan, 3rd Light Ca,·alry. 

• 4. This shon three Carn.lry and four Infantry officers (the 11th Rt'gimcnt had not 
"reached ~leerut, it is beliered), as composing the Court; nod there were two Muho­
medans, two Brahmins, two (apparently) Cbuttries, and one (apparently) inferior caste 
Hindoo. The late Captain llacdonald, 20th Native Infantry, was superintending oflict'r, 
assisted by lfajor Harriott, Deputy Judge Advocate-General of the division; and Captain 

• Earle, 20th Native Infantry, was interpreter. 
5. Before this Court, the Quartermaster-Hanldar, a bavildar, the regimental tindnt, 

and 'ne seoiC""(" ·~,.,. . ;, . .:mor .Mahome .~.. .;rooper of each troop, were cxnmi , __ , · 
The Quarte!Jl!::•icr-tta\lldar, a Hindoo, knew not. 'lf thl •. ·kmg up of the pnrtit.· ., 
c:artrid~ -but be stated: "I know of nothing ;, ._,._.\ sbou.u y.P.Venl citbar llindoo ol 

...--!us ..unan using them. The cartridges are unobjcctionnble ; they -&N the snme as have 
b:en' in use with the regiment for yeara. Ther:e is no grease in them." Hereupon thti 
-.itness was directed to produce some o£ the cartridges ; be did so, without hesitation. 
The members of the court examiued them, and observed that "they arc exactly similur 
to what have been io me in the service for thirty and forty years." 

6. The havildar, a Hindoo, \\'ho supe1 intended the making up of these very cartridges, 
said," There is nothing whatever about them that either Hindoo or 1\lussulmnn can cnnsidcr 
objectionable: they are preci~ly the same as have been in use for years with the regiment: 
they were made in the rc<..,rimental magazine, as heretofore, by the regimental classics." 

7. The tin<LI, a Hindoo, states, " The present cartridges \\·ere made up by myself 
and t1e classics of the regiment; they are precisely the same in paper, nod in nllmah·rials, 
a'> they have been ever siuee I have been in the rc1,riment, and that is thirty-three yeurs. 
Till no-:r I nen:r beard an objection of any kind ag-diJlljt them, and even now I cannot 
under.t.and "hat point in particular is objected to. I have never heard anything bcvond 
t't."'lt"ral rumour, which no one is a\Jlc to particularize." • 

&. Of the twch·e trvot)el'S examined, not one could point out anything objcctionablo 
in the cartridgc.."S; they ~;poke of the &uopicion of impurity of some kind, though, of it.B 
nature, not one knew anything. Moollah Bux (~lahomcdan) when questioned on the 
!!uhject, in•hlently l"?f'lied, "l ha\'e doubt uhout the cartridgP.s; they, nppurcntly, look liku 
uld ont:i, but they rnay, (tJr aught I know, have pigs' fat rubbed over them." The next 
•itneol!, a Hind'JO, mluot.arily bundled the cartridgeK, to 11how that ho couijidcrcd thcJn 
[A:rfcetly unvbj<:ctionable. It may he here remark~:d, that not only had no ohjcctionnhlc 
cartritJgr:~ l~~:t:n 11(.'1'\'r.:d to the 3rd H.c~-,..Jmcnt Ligbt Cavalry, but, so fnr UJI iJ! known, nona 
fit fiJr earlJin<:<f hla.d been rcreived at Meerut when the ruutiny occurred, . 

• lkom s:n;r. lluilo!<>r, .fth Tr(lo'.p: P•rnu~ Sin~, ll••iMar, llrb Troop: Golarn NuLbio Khan, !Ltvitdu 
5111 Troov; ti4'Ucl (;,,~~~~ )fah~m•d, !\aiek, G1h Troop; Delawin Khan, Naick, 61b 'J'roop. 



I :-. f~rmr:r 

9. The opini~n·of the Court of I'nqulry Is contained in tlH: following wor: 01 th~rn­
" The Court, having attentively IH·ighed tl1e evidrrwe girtn J,efore tl:em,l ~}~;eymg 

that no ndequate cause can be assigucd for the rliso~edience of Colonel Smytr .~ heen 
the men of the 3rd Light Cavah·y. in refusing to J'Cccive and use the c:artridlf ~lsul.ta­
setved out: the only couclusion the Court can arrire at, iu regard to this po: llfusmg 

· report seems to have got abroad, which, in son'e vt~gue form, attache~ suspicion1~ias, to 
to the materials used for making thrsu eartrid:res; J,ut the Court w·e unar' ;t ·~c of 
opinion that there is nothin0"' whatever obj'ectiouable in tl1c cartrid!!es of tbcu' i'-· to 

:3 

• . l • ;uth 
Cm·alr·y, and that they may be freely received uud u:>cd us heretofore, with( ' :5 e 
slightest degree, affecting any religious scruple of eithei' a Hindoo or 11lussulma ~don 
any pretcnre, contrary to this, is urged, that it must be fah;e." ?Jny a~e 

10. When the proceedings of the Court of Inquiry reached the late Com. dthm 
chief, General Anson, accompanied by Colonel Smyth's report, his Excellency Jn .<1 ~0 
mutinous soldiers (of whom forty-nine were Mahomedans and thirty-six were H-·. se 10 

be tried by a native general court-martial, on the following charge:- foss r 
For having, at :Meerut, on the 24th of April, 185i, sel'erally and individually, ~1/o!Je-y, 

the lawful command of their superior officer, Brevet-Colonel G. ~I. C. Smyth, commanc 
ing the 3rd Regiment of Light Caralrr, by not ht~ving taken the cartridges tendered t 
each of them, individually, lot· use, that day on parude, when ordered hy Colonel Smvtl 
to take the said cartt·idgcs. , • • 

II. The Court sat on the 6th, itb, and 8th of .May, and was composed of six. 
Mahomednn and nine Hindoo nnti re officers, taken from the Ia !lowing corps:-

' 
Artillery, 3rd company 7th battllion •• 0 :Mnhomedau .. l Hindoo . 
3rd Light Cavalry l ,, t 

" lith Native lnfantrr • , 3' 
" ~~~\. 2 

" 20th Native JnfimtJ:v .• 0 .~ 2 " 38th !\utire Infantry I " .. l 
" 54th ?\ntive Infantry .. I 

" 
I 

" 74th Native Infantry .. 0 " 
l 

" 
12. At the trial, thP. e\idence of"Colooel Smyth was as follows:-

Examiued by J uo5e Ad I' ocate: 

;. ..':~ .. :,.;: i, 1 i',,p.~•.b..::.!.;ipril, 183.1..-:--:.:::- · .- ·, -~.-::· •l~rd Rriime!l!..Pi. 1.!.~"*--
~- :1'0 ·- ·I • · • • · · \\·ere YOll cornm!IDOlll5 ,,,. ,.,.,_~ u~ o Q, l1 t lC •'fl•• 01 •'). ~ '• • . . • . 

('(. 'II ... 

Cavalry! . · 

A. Yt~,d •ou onv of the troopt'l'S of your regiment on parade that morqi.ng? " 
~· Yes .\tchulin" non-commissioned otlicers and troop;rs, 90 men. . .,. 
Q·. We~ the vri~~ners in Colll·t amongst thosP. 90 men . 

A. y ~s, thry \Wl'el. t ,· disobey an\' hwful command you gave; if so, state the 
Q. D1d the)', on t 10 occu~ton, • · · · 

circumstances? . · d E· 1 of the troopers, on being 
A. Yes, they did tlisobry my lawfu.l eommnn_ .t d~~i:dm'ii who tendered tltem to 

ordl•rcd bv me to tuke their en~ ridges. tlrtolkl~ ttllte K~·te'l!!'t"' we ;vill take them." I then 
• d I . ,. "tf •til wJI a e !C ca. m ~ ,, . h -them rl'fusr to ( o so, saym:-, • 1 ·. -s 1-0 take the eartrtd~; enc m:1n 

srluu;tcly und indil·iduully orclt•t"Cd each o.~. \ ~~~,~~~~e~his was the only plea that any ot' 
rt·fused, saying, " 1 shall get a bml.rmm_e t, srru llc ~f 1\'lil!iou. but simply declared ~hat be 
them urged; not one of them al~t.gc<l.m.) 1··. ) I t ok \hem. Previous to orden~g the 
\I'IJUld pc~ " t. •• l ..... ~ .... nmon~ Ius comr.H l s ! .te l). . ' . ·' li rr. otf his earbme, to 

I to ta\\C tlll'ir enrtrttlgL •. 1 'l'"!lr the hni·Jhlnr-maJor l!ltrt<lgt.' ': .. : l·' ~ }Ill· this the 
men: 't \11 be ]oa<Cll '''" · ... :.,, .. 1"!1 ~,:~·rtl the raollll ~r., 1 
show them how t con. I When tht•\' haun I .'" ' I t the·e\ms oo gt't':i\;"'ut 
lmvildnr-mnjor t\it\ b~lt~re t ~~~~:.· lrHl u>t'tl tltt·~e (",trtrtti;P;; It u:wws ~~et\. and that ther- .. 
to them t\mt the hn\'l ( :u··mnJ·~l c , wt•t'C the same as they Hll~ u tl;et.,; ;loti-commissioned 
nny kind on thelll, unu ~~~\\ \'lt•sc nwn on Jllll<l<~c w~~'C I<.~ ~::au tl;ese 5 men, who hnd 
}tad better take them. b' ~·I to tn\\in~ the tlll'tm\!-(C~' • II '>~ to 1ol\oW the eXUnt\'\C 
otlicel'll, who mudc no o ~cc ~~~~rt tlistun(•c in front of the pn~~Hiet,, 
obeyed my orders, atlvunc~ n sh t tnc of thclll woultl do so (.~~~ ). I ~we them on t'.M""'" 
tboso l!ll'll ltnd set tht'lll, ~~ ~~:~ ~mled br dh•obeyin~ _the.~.l\ r~nd!:-~·t•portt't\ tilt' .~tan~ 

The pri,;oners, Olll' nn l 'd tho J'Oil'Htlc to br (h~nll>~~~ ' . :rs n.n 
d a~ this WliS the Cll~!' } e:I\ISC If 'CI' !'Ollllllli!Hiill~ thl' $hll!Oll. • .ud \nth 

:~lllce for the informntJon ot the o tc 
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. 
fudrut Ally, Naick, No. 232, puts the following question;-. 
[ you show tl> the cartridges that we might see whether they were ol<l ~nes Ol' 

,e Kate duffad!lrs had them in their hands; yon might have examined them in 
rut you l'efused to touch them. 
·ere the cartridges, which we refused, put aside and confined with us 1 
) ; aU the cartridges of the regiment arc precisely the same; there are not two 

f'iher prisoners decline to cross-examine. 

! Examined by the Court : 

1Vhy did you tell the men they would have to fire, instead of merely ordering 
lo so? 

._ 'he parade was in orders the day before, am! entered in the order-book as usual, 
each man was ordered to receive three cartt·idges. I wished to show them the new 
of loading without putting the cartridge to the month, and attended the parade for 
purpose ; when I came on parade, the Adjutant informed me that the men had not 

taken their cartridges, and. it was on that account I ordeJ•ed the havildar-major to take 
a cartridge and load and fire before them ; ant+ it was then, also, that I said, whe11 the . 
whole army heard of this way of loading, that they would bP all much pleased and exclaim 
"'Vah, wah!" 

13. The &:.-fence of the pt•isoners made by Mulladeen, bavildar, on behalf of himself 
and others, wasoin the following words :-

" On the evening of the 2'3rd nltimo, at about half-past 7 o'clock, about five or six 
men of the 3rd Troop were standing in the lines ; they were saying to each other that 
~~rijmohuil Sing had just said that he had that day fired off two of the new greased 
cartridges ; there will be a varade to-morrow morning, the Colonel and the Adjutant b~ 

_ present, and the new greased cartridges are to be used; we shall then see whether any one, 
.Uindoo or M ussulman, will refuse to use them. After this, a number of us said to each 

': ot.hc;', if we use the greased cmtridges, we shall lose our caste, and shall ne•·et· again be 
C)lb)e1o om hon1es. We then consulted as to what was to be ·donc,-~d came to 
"~~~~~~==:thllt'-we ought to report the circumstances to the Captains of our"'ti!Oops, SO 
t' n1igbt be done to save our · Tile 'Dative officers of trctop1s 11epciric!d 

~~~ We 
. our mij)eclive 

as we were ordered to parade we all -t there 
what had done or said tbe'hight befOre by Captalos of troo-; Th 

and staol.dpa~I hash~tl: afttJ~ards ru:a then-, the Colonel stood in 'front of 
• ve 1nven .,.. so met • r sten to 1 t 1 off tliese cartridges the Commander-i ' ! . w la am about to say : 

a great name and I sh;ll likewis n·chlef. Will be much pleased, and you 
affair published in th~ papers.' The Colo~eTet 1nat hpraJse i and I. will have the whot~ 
satd to him, 'take a carbine load and fir .t c~ ~ \ e havJldar-maJor to the front, and 
lind then be said to us that we ~!wnld h: 1 0 

m t e ~~y .r showed you yesterday;' 
havildar-major brou"ht his carbine ,to l. yde to load and_ fire Ill the same manner. The 
a!Jout to bite off the 

0
end when the C 1 

11~ st e; and, havmg handled his cartridge, was 
he loaded and fired. Th~ Colonel theon °~~d s:o~ed hun, saying, '_tear it wi~h your hands;' 
Kate duffadars hrou.,ht the cartridooe" f ' .Jere are the cartridges? bnng them here.' 
and said, ' \Viii you t~ke those cartrid,;es ~;d lif 1~ d c~o~1 · :rhe C?lo.nel went t? the right, 
not lake them, as we had great doubt~ abo t t[· sat • ' 7• "~wont take them; we would 
take them-a thino- he had nel-et· done b fi u ,e\m, as t le .alone! had to induce us to 
to dismiss us ti·orn the ~!!-!~ we beo- e~ ore. , . ~~en. t~_1,e Col m-et' lia~ put us th~·eO'.a!out 
and we s1li.! .. , .. __ ~ · .• ..__ o!\' to t.Jdl.e a A'ace'1nent to hun. He fronted us 
80~ ··: •: the other regn~WJ.ts. }~:~.lltfro <me cartri(lge, we will fire ten.' The Colonel 
~lon.,ll-t. 

1
ew me. no other cartridges for other men.' We said , There are pistols, Tl 

· 0 one t 1cu agam put us three about, and dismissed us." ' ' · Je 
. 14: B~' the v~tes of fourteen out of ~he fifteen nat~ve officers, the whole of the 

pns.oneis "ere conviCted, and sentenced to m1prisonment ,.'ttl1 hard 1 · b . .l' t 
each B t tl c r · · .. a om 10r ·en yeare 

d. 
1 

u t 1e 
1 
~nrt so ICtted favorable consideration for the prisoucrs 011 account of the 

~~~ 0~ ~~~t~u'::'t :i~~~i~bl~rv~:~ ~~!~ert? ?':fe, ~s testified to by tl~eit• ~munanding officer, 
M · . G . I 'I '? filS ed &:li. vague report regarchng the cartridges. 
• !IJOI·k en~Ia r ewttt approved and confirmed the sentence and made thn 
~remar -s :- • ' v 

11,ould• willingly attend to the recommendation of the Court, if I could find 
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anything in the conduct of the prisoners that y;ould ~arrant me in ~o doing. Their f1mnr:r 
good character has been blasted by present misbehaviOur; and thmr ·havin" allowed them­
~elves to be influenced by vague reports, instead of attending to the ndvi~c and ube.,ing 
the orders, of their European superiors, is the gist of the offence for which they have Leen 
condemned. It appears, from these proceedings, that these misguided men, after con."ulta. 
tion together, on the night of the 23rd of April, 1857, came to the resolution of refu;;in" 
their cartridges, having so far forgotten their duty as soldiers. Their next step wa:;, t,~ 
send word to the troop Captains that they would not take cartridges unless the whole of 
the troops in the station would do so likewise. Some of them even had the insolence to 
desire that firing parades might be deferred till the agitation about cartridges among the 
native troops had come to a close. In this state of insubordination they appeared on 
paradl! on the morning of the 24th,, and th~n consummated the crime for which they are 
now to suffer, by repeatedly refusmg cartndgcs that bad been made as usual in their 
rcgimentdl. magazine, when assured, too, by Colonel Smyth, that the cartridges had no 
grease on them ; that they were old ones, and exactly similar to what had been in use in 
the regiment for thirty or forty years. Even now they attempt to justify so gross an 
outrage upon discipline, by alleging that they had doubts of the cartridges: there has been 
no acknowledgment of error, no expression of regret, no pleading for mercy. • 

"To the majority of the prisoners no portion of the sentence "ill be remitted. I 
observe, however, that some of them are very young, and I am willing to make allowance 
for thr'r having been misled by thei~ more experienced comrades; and, under these 
circu! ~ "'Ces, I remit one half of the sentence passed upon the following men, who have 
not be~i more than five years in the service ;" and then follow the names of eleven 
troopers. • 

• 16. The prisoners having been delivered over to the Civil Power on the 9th of ~lay, 
the Native Cavalry and Infantry at Meerut mutinied on the evening of the following day, 
and proceeded to Delhi, where they were joined by the native troops at that station. It 
will be seen that the general court-martial was formed of native officers from all the 
corps that mutinied on the lOth and llth of May, and the President of the court-ma:i.ial, 
the Subadar.l\Iajor of the 38th Light Infantry, was afterwards, it has been said, one of the 
principal leaders of the mutineers. 

17. When a report o: the result of the trial was made to the late General Anson, it was 
intimated that the mutineers, before being made over to the Ch·il Power, were put in irons on 
the parade-ground i·. the pres'enc!) of their regiment. His Excellency approved of the sentence 
that had been pnssed upon the prisoners, but expressed his regret at this unusual procedure. 
Nothing more was beard regarding the mutineers till the receipt of the telegraphic 
message giving information of the mutiny, and of their release from jail. • 

K.ElTll YOUNG, Lirotl'7lant-Coloncl, 
Judge Advocate-General of the Army . . 

Inclosure 3. 

TM Jv.dge Advocate-General of the Army to lhe Secretary to the Gove1"11ment of India. 

Sir · October 31, 185i. 
' IN continuation of my letter of the 21st instant, regarding the ca.se of the 

troopers 3rd Light Cavalry, I have the honor to anne.\': a copy of a Ie.tter of t~e .28th 
instant. this day received from the Assistant .Military Secretary to the Clue£ ComDl!sswner 
of the Punjab. 

I have, &c. 
KEITH YOUNG, Lieutenant-Colonel, 

Judge Adt·ocate-General of the .tlnmt. 

' lnt losure 4. 

The Miiitary Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of the Punjab to the Judge Ad,·ocult!­
General of the Army. · 

Sir Lahore, October 28, ~S5i. 
' I HAVE the l1onor to ncknowled,.,e the receipt of your letter of the 2\$t mstant. 

forwarding l\femornndum of the circuin~tnnces lending to the trinl of nntiv~ orliet'rs n!Hl 
men of tho ::Jrd Light Cnvulry, previous to the outbreak of the l\lcerut mutiny, and wtth 

• . . 
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~ft•rence to the l'rroneous impression which the account of that event, as laid by Colonel 
Sykes hllfure 'l'o.rliament in the debate of the 11th August last, is cl1lculnted to convey 
both t\1 the people of England and also to natives of this country. 

The Chief CommL.;;sionl'.r is of opinion that subsequent events occurring with such a 
unit\" of plan and operation through the length and breadth of the land is an ample refuto.­
tion' of the statement of Colonel Sykes, which nt the present time is of no pow:er either for 
good or iU. 

Undc?r this view of the case, the Chief Commissioner desires me to return the 
documents, the publiCIItion of which he trusts you will ~~'fee with him in tbinkingwcnn 
be safdy delayed, till the opportunity offers for forwarding them to the Supreme Govern-
~enL · 

I have, &c. • 
W. WYLD, Captain, 

.A.ss1'stant .Military Slcrttary. 

Inclosure 5. 

Tht Juagt Adrocalt-Genf'rol of tht Army to thr Military Src:rctary to tl1t Chit! Commi1.'fiontr 
• of tilt Punjab . 

• 
Sir, Octobt1' 21, 1857. 

1 H.\YE the honor to forward, for the information of the Chief Commissioner, 
copies of a lt:ttct :md memornndum which I purpose di~pntching:, for submi~sion to the 
Gorernor-General of India, as soon as direct postal communication is cstabli~hed with 
Calcutta. 

2. The Chief Commis.5ioner will doubtless have obscl'\-ed, as reported in the public 
jonmals, the erroneous account of the mutiny at ~le<>rut, wbich C{)loncl Sylics is slated to 
ha•c laid before Parliament in the debate ofthe lith Augu~t last. Comin; from ~uch high 
authoriry, the statement made by him will, uf course, be rccein~d. not on I~· in En~:hmd, but 
throu:::hout India, as the correct vc~ion of what aetuallr occurred at !ll~:erut, nnd it wiU 
probably be some time before CdoncrSykcs is plnet:d in· pos.."'..os·;ion of the true facts of 
the ta"t', to cmUe him to explain to the Ilouc:.e of Common~. and thron:th it to the world 
at Iar;;c. the error into which he had been led by some ig:norant or dcsi:;ning ilulividunl. 
In the interim, the effect, as it app<.'ars to me, may be \·rry prejudicial, for it \\"ill be gene­
rally ldie•ed that the comm:tndin; oilicer of the 3rd Ca,·alry endeavoured to force the 
o!j•1::tion~11Jle !;feased cartrid;;es upon hi~ men, and that the Commander-in-chief of the 
army abett~ j;im in so insane a proccedin;. 

3. I v:ould tx>; to !i•Jg:;"<"'t. therefore, for the considcrntion of the Chief Commh;sioner, 
v:):etber, in juotice to the lal'! Gen~ral An~on, and w1th the ''iew to counleroct the unfo.­
l"orabl~ impref;;ion such a belief may ha\·e, e•peci:llly among;t the nnth•e community, it 
ll"iH not be de;iroble to take immerliate mc:a•;ures for makin:r n.s public as po•.;iLie a correct 
statement of the circumstances orif;inating the mutiny nt ~lcerut; and Sir John Lowrcnre 
may, perhaps, ll,:,"Tee Yt"ith me that the bc;t'!1lode of doin~ this will be to allow the e<Ltif 
of the '' Lahore Chronicle " to publish in the next numiX'r of his paper the inclosed 
memorandum, or such portions of it as may be thought sufficient for the purpose, with an 
intimation that it has been furnished him from your office, by direction of the Chief 
C<lmmi'i;;ioner. 

4. ! mav here all;o remark, that Colonel Sykes appears to have been equally misin­
iormed as to· the origin of the disaffection in the 19th lkgimcnt Native lufantry io the 
month of February la!,t, the cartridges which the men of his corps declim.'<l to tukc not 
having !>ten grea.t;ed cartridges, but th.~ of th~ common kind .tim~ had b~n up to that 
period in use in the regiment, and contuimng notlung whatc\'er obJectionable m them. 

I have, &e 
KEITH ~OUNG, 1inlll'Mni-Cowr•tl, 

Judye .Advocale·Gcn~ral ut l11e Arm!/ • 
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Ft:RTIIaR PAPIItlll (No, 8 A) ftlath·e to tlae lusur• 

Rclion io the Eul ludiu, 

' Pl'lltnled to b•th lluum of Purliamtnl b!J Cu111• 

muml of lltr 11/ajoii!J• 18~8. 
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