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TRANSVAAL.

PAPERS

RELATING T0O

CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES IN THE
TRANSVAAL.

No. 1.
Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mz. LYTTELTON.
° (Received December 17, 1904.)

Six, Governor’s Office, Johannesburg, November 28, 1004.
I mave the honour to enclose, for your information, copies of newspaper
cuttings on the subject of representative government in the Transvaal.

I have, &ec.,
MILNER,
(overnor.

Enclosures in No. 1.

)
“ Ravp Daxxy Mam,” November 22, 1904,
To the Editor of the * Rand Daily Mail.”

Ste,~—As it is common knowledge that in the course of the next few months a measure of
self-government will be granted to this Colony, it appears to us that the time has arrived for
the formation of a political organisation of which we suggest the following should be the title
and platform s —

Tirez.

The Transvaal Progressive Association.

Procravus,

1. The maintenance of the British flag. o i )

2. The immediate fulfilment of the promise contained in the King’s speech of the 15th
August last, by the establishment of representative government on liberal and fair lines, with
a view to pregaring the way for the grant at as early a date as expedient of the freest and

lest form of responsible government. ‘
ful egl ﬁ'é pecognition ofgthe principle that all voters shall have the same privileges and

i the same value, o o
thelrfotr ﬁrzls:nd just native and Asiatic policy in accordance with South African ideas.
5. The support of every measure that tends to make the Tranevaal a white map's home.
6. The opposing of intérference in the affairs of the Transvaal by party politicians else-
where. L ) )
'We therefore invite all white British subjects in the Transvaal, who are in sympathy with
these pgiucf;fe;p’:ol:end their names and addresses to Colonel J. Donaldon, of 4, African Banking
Corporation Building, box 3308, Johannesburg, who has agreed to act as Honorary Secretary

21251 A



pro. tem., so that 8 meeting may be call
to appoint a committee, and to take suc

organisation,—We are, &¢.,

2

od at an early date to decide up
h other steps as may be necessa

on & definite constitution,
ry o provide an effective

8. B. Dowrmvg,

., R. AmiH,

Bey BrapLEY. S, Evans.
VMartrxy Buop. F. EM1EY.

T. BriTrEN. Arex. ForsyTH,

T. M. Buckraxn.

Jas, FERGUSSON.

E. BraysHAW, , Gro. GocH.
W. S, Joux Carn. - W. W. (GREATHEAD.
Drummonnp CHAPLIN, H. C. Gary,
Ricrarp COURRIE. D. ¢. Grese.

J. N. GREENLEES.

1. B. CEESTERTON.

W. DALRYMPLE. 'W. vay HutsTeyN.
T. DovGrLas. E. 0. HurcurNsox.
J. DoxaLDsoN. I, Havmax.

M, Donp. W. Bracuy Heap.
F. C. Doumar. T8, Horrer,,

F. LippLE. W. Ross. : _
Orro LExz. W. 8. Youne RipDELL,
W, Lecs. Gaviy L. REm.

E. H. V. MeLVILLE. A. F. RopiNsoN.

& MrromeLL. A, WooLs-SAMPSON.
T. W. G. Mon. James SUEPHERD,
W. McCarroy. E. J. SimvwRIGHT.
W. Manxm, W. STUART.

A. Macere NIvEr. R. S, ScaGo.

A.A. NoBLE. (1. A, STRETTON.
A Y, Novew. 8. SYkEs.

G. . O'Meana H. W. SouTIER

I. E. Ong. R. STRACHAN.

J. W, Pummr. A. 1. SHARWOOD,
T. A. R. PuncHASE. O, I, TamvTox.
Joux J. PERRY. Tas. THOMPSOX,

J. 8. PreppY. Jas, Taomas.

J. Roy, 8. TaoMsoN,

H. A. Rocens. H. 0. K. WensER,
'W. H. Rocers. Say Wem.

E. P. RaTHRONE, T, A. Warme, -

Johannesburg, November 21.

(2)
«Sran,” November 25, 1904.
TraNSVAAL REsPoxsisle (GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION.
To the Editor of “The Star.”

__ Sm,—For the information of you i
il gndﬁpatée th E}rmiisiue ¢ thS; f;lﬁﬁ:?: jljld the public generally, I shall be glad if you
n Monday, the 14th instant, a meeting was held ildi
?xfe:th)f? at }:ml;ber of ﬁentlemen mterested 10 the aecurggﬂ(l)g %ﬁgﬁgﬂmﬁgcian%?uéldmgs,
ment | 6 M?} :rHansva% S:vere presext. Among those who attended were Melgs:‘]smvg 'I(i)?:‘]am:
Luckor, OM G FL o:'.a A tevtlea, .';P} W. Tracey, T. M. C. Nourse, T. M. Cullinan ¢ A :Weltgell
&ril M., Tucl;erloccunieda‘?lll?’chéir; ih:i]’atxﬁy xﬁﬁ%gzoﬁieaf‘em’ J] 0'5 irl;‘erOd”A: La'mgel?riﬁflk'
following effect, viz. : —* That i ini i panimously adopted a resolution ’
(;‘rovesnm%nt.” ) hat in the opinion of this meeting the time has arrived fur‘ﬁ;got?si%}ig
n the following Friday, the 18th instant
. ) , & second i : :
Jé.resfglsﬁ' iieia:;. Zg]i '%ucker, C. 1. Andersson, T. ili. Iél.e%:}?gs? Oﬁdplaurc% w}}l:{nen jhoo mars -
W, Bell, - Le %‘mr;nF, V‘VW' Tracey, H. B, Papenfus, W. F. Savz;ge "%V 8. W. aﬁ{)lbone, T
e W Culas, David Deleets, b3t g, vindsay; C A e
fore] themeelves im . 511)‘;; vi;li);lxllﬁiletga nﬁfn‘i tteMr' '{‘ﬁlc or agaiﬁ'pr'@aid.ed, :n'ff ’ﬂ%ég .I;Ir'ea‘:;ﬂ
g § > e Wit ]
ﬁe:;egig:glgn :Illlftl‘ll steps as might be deemed mlvisls);l?f: 1:mt oseaﬁx(iéﬁ]);{:hm aumbér, with the
Au ex omt ee, consisting of Messrs, Tucker, Cullinan, N sponsible Government,
ﬁ‘ho appointed, and I agreed to act as secretary » Nourse, Andersson and Lindsny,
the T e executive committee are now in communication wit o
Re ransvaal for the formation of local associations h i
espgnm;[)‘le g}dover{:ment. 1ons avl
n Tuesday last a further meeti ;
essrs. Tuoker. Cullinan, Kirkw m?l? %gn:yaaﬁ%g, ihe following gentlemen being present:
, :

Campbell Pitt, F. W, Bell, Rathbone, F. W. Swift?nﬁgii;lff IJ('}D MHnil;I(:tI)lck,WSavsang I}).bG.
» W. 8. Webber,

. AL, C. Nourse, E. P, Solomen, D. 8
P. W.T . an » D. Strachan, C. L. Andersso .
B e Govemmeo 2K 1t vas resolved o 1 e v steytler, G, Kloudgen,
ment Aspociation,” be constituted ha:i:l(i;]]fg:"b? called th%
' ite principa

h the various important centres i
us important cent
ng for their aim the wcuri;‘ags 2}



3

object the obtaining of Responsible Government for this Colony, the ificati
4 1 ) ualificati =
ship being adhesion thereto. A sub-committee was also appoizted Jo(»qd'raa.w upoz gjnﬁ?mmn
an 1%1&1 if;rt?bmmimin to ; futurf meeting of the Association. '
e past few days, the exeeutive committes, who ‘at present consist o
Tucker, Nourse, Cullinan, Rf;:hurd Goldmann, and Daniel Strachal;, have been ezéa?;e‘ilmin
p;e aring a manifesto embodying the views and aim of the Association, and at the first meeting
of the Association as now constituted, held this afternoon, that manifesto, which appears belorw,
\‘?s Itén%{‘mmously adopted. Amongst those present at that mesting were the following : Messrs.,
s .Ducker (chalnnan&:re(}eorge Kent, T. M. C, Nouree, Henry Adler, F. J. Quinton, Cullis
De yi . Strachan, W. Grey Rattray, H. J. Wentworth, J. C. Kirkwood, F, W. Swift, B. G.
Eotﬁx as, A, Smithers, Manfred Nathan, George A. Hay, (George W. Baudmit, W. Palfrey,
o ancock, W. F, Savage, P. Ross Frames, Kem, White, R. G. Campbell Pitt, C. A. Wentzel,
. Cory Eernick, Perey (. Shepherd, Louis Short, R. Goldmann, E. C. Lowe, Fred W. Bell, &e.

I am, &ec.,
Dav, DarceTy,
Johannesburg, November 24, (Secretary).
P.0. Box 2098.

(3)
“ Srar,” November 25, 1904,
Responsisle (FOVERNMENT.

Having in view that a change in the present form of government of this Colony is under
consideration, i &

L the undersigned, advocate the immediate establishment of Responsible Government
for the follgwing reasons: —

1. That political stability and contentment can only be assured by a full admission of
the principle that the wishes and interests of the people of this Colony must prevail, subject
only to the highest Imperial considerations.

2. That the growth of s vigorous and independent spirit in political life will inevitably

be retarded by the establishing of any system short of complete Responsible Government,

Heney Apier.

A, D. ALEXANDER.
S¢oTT ALEXANDER.
(+. AXDERSON.

W. H. AxDrEWS.
Listox R. Bareson,
S. R. Brarrre,
Frep W. Beir.

F. BurcEs.

RoBErT CHAMBERLATN,
J. L. CHRrYSOVELINI,
F. H. P, CRESWELL.
T. M. Corianar.
Dav. DarLGeTY,
ErxesT Davin.

T, Donrvson.

B. G. Dovgras.

H. M. Downes.
BEprrsus EDKING,
Y. Exroxn.

E. Famprass,

P. Ross Frauss.
W. T. H. Frosrt.
Jos. GARDNER.
CHARLES GLUYAS,
B. Gorpaany,

E. Havcock.
Grorce A. Hay,

T. A, Inving,

J. Jaconsox.

W. 81 Joms KEARNEY,
(3ro, Kexr.

8. Cory BERNICK,
J. €. KmgwooD.

(. KLEUDGEN.

C. Azrour Lane.

A, TANGEBRINK,

H. Tayrex Lewis,
A. LIvIXGSTONE.

F. R. Louw.
E. C. Lowe.
0. ManTrEw.
Troxas MUrDoCH.

MaNFRED NATHAN.
T. M. C. Nounse,

R. J. Pagemax,
Wi, Pavrrey.

H. B. ParENFUS.
Cras. C. Perning.
Howanp Pry.

R. G. Campserr Prrr,
J. W. Quiny,

F. 1. Quavrox.

J. H. Ramen,

AL 8. Rarrr,

W. Grey Rarreay.
R. (3. Rexs.

Currrs Rervry.

B. Rexs.

W. . SavaGE.

R. Smangs.

Percy (. SHEPRERD.
Louis Smont.

'W. H. Smyons,

J. H. SixcraIn.

A. SxrTHERS.

Wu. Squing, M.D.
H. pe V. STEYTLER.
. STRACHAN.

F. W. Swrrt.
Eowmy C. TexvasT.
Jas. Toogoob.

P. W. Tracey.

W. K. Tucker,

C. G. Wazrp.

Cuas. F. B, Wavyraxo,
W. 8. WEBBER.
J. Weoe.

H. J. WestwoRTH,
(. A. WENTZEL,
Kex, Waite.

P. WHITESIDE,
C. F. WiesayD.
0. J. T. vax Wux.
W. WYBERGH.



4

No. 2.
Govervor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mx. LYTTELTON.

{Received December 26, 1904.)

k ' «o. December 5, 1904.
IR, Governor's Office, J olgannesbulg,
° Wrra reference to my despatch of the 98th November,* ﬁaﬁetgsb?gc%ogﬁ
to enclose, for your information; copies of newspaper cuttings o
representative government in the Transvaal.

1 have, &o.,
MILNER,

Governor.

Enclosures in No. 2.
(1)
« §ram,” November 26, 1904.
TgANSVAAL RESPONSIBLE (OVERNMENT A 3SOCIATION,
To the Editor of “The Star.”

Sm,—I ehall be glad if you will be good enough to insert the following explanation in
your next issue:-— ) ) .

The manifesto headed, * Responsible Government,” which appesred in your issue of
vesterday, bearing numerous signatures, was a joint manifesto drawn ug and signed by Messrs,
Quinn, Pim, Wybergh, Cresswell, Shanks, Whiteside, and others, ar also by the membera
af the above Association,

1 am, &c,
¢ Dav. DaLcETY,

Secretary.
P.0. Box 2998, November 26.

(2.
“ Tsaner,” November 30, 1904.
East Raxp Dzecisios,

The Tast Rand has agreed upon political action. Dolegates of all associations in the district
attended a meeting in the Council Chamber, Germiston, last night, and the attendance was
thor(ﬁghlﬁ representative,

TI. .

. I}

. Gain, vice-president of the Grermiston Ratepayers’ Association, ided, and
other delegates present included ; Rev. C. E. Greenfield, Mesgrsy: W. Hills :mdo T. gltg:mrt ’(lf%:ﬁ
Rand Vigilance Association), Mr. George Constable (Boksburg Town Couneil), Col. Corbett
(Benoni), Mesers, Eliott and U, J. Watson (East Rand Farmers' Asscciation), Mr, Charlton
(Boksburg Distriet Licensed Vietuallers' Association), Mr. N. Lyons (Springs), Dr. Lund
\l}:m;r:‘ ‘th P;e I%okzl.déf . S.dPﬁﬂddx(rGand‘% él Margach (IGenIniston Ratepayers’ "Association),
Messrs. White, Preddy, and Ross {Germiston Town Couneil), M i
Jles %Wélﬁ;)p (Germl_sdbo:lh()haltil%erb:f o o ounetl), Messrs. H. J. Tonkin, W. Cannel}

e Chairman said there had been a lot of talk in Germiston latel

be done in the political world, and as no one was anxious to cgllna 'f‘neejtrinws gl)e v%:&;:;:&:l'

Asgociation was approached. This body, after considerable discussion, decided to invite, not

individuals, but representatives from all associations on the East Rand. After this meetin

the Ratepayers’ Assoeiation would, for political purposes, cease o exist. e wanted tlg;

delegates to feel that they could come to the meeting, not with a cut and dried programme

bt o formnlee o pltiors ud yrogramme of their qva. Tho quetion they hod o oonaidr

T ¢ d required an assoclation of its owm, and if eo, i

of an assioclllatmn they required. It was said in the town that thea%as}chs:néod?fc 11%2 :{?oatetgﬁg

\gant ﬂl)l ollow the lead of Johannesburg. (Hear, hear.) They did recognise that in J ohfnne.;.

wlél;g ;1 eexf hﬁ% lzcérgeo;eg; %b;:t ;ﬁenh anlﬁ sgﬁme.very clever men, but at the same time there

ere. and able to give voice te the desi i

district. ear, hear,) They had o decide whether to form arf B;ii.;caiggior:q:fufﬁ:?f tgw(:f t(l::

$ 1

as an alternative, join ene of the two associations i : iat
or the Iicsponsi!’ale Government Asmciat‘i:;;.mnﬁ;nh{m%hargnesbumwwe Progressive Asgociation

neither of the parties waa doing very well, and neither 2d In the papers that moming that
Arbice r ) of them & !

%f ﬁhem Wbi‘:s ach};lg n iitdst(?iesman:hke way, and that there ahouldt abt: :ﬁlg’tﬁl:l;ego: m:)tf neither

] }?. anneg g W (; wog lo the right thing, Tt was not for him to say what wis thmet} ]Imn

mlgd. o peaking ot;- ermiston he could say that if it was decided to form an assocs ‘Z- right

:x?élorsed n]:::ssarythor the Germiston section of it to call a public meeting to haveaiﬁ)g'm lon, 1t

» because they wanted to have the voice of the people and not the voice ofmaa(flggm

* No. 1.
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should he say wirepullers. The
: . y wanted to feel that th : i
gong to do something sound and good for the districr in v: i;fleiﬁelyﬂ‘lll}\:;ﬁ fhe gome: el were

Mr. Hills (Fast Rand Vigilance Associatis i i
! Ce n) said that although his asseciatio

gg}fﬂ;ﬁem?mf"ﬂ.ft”t"’g two political associations, they felt tha,{ the East Ran(? ;ﬁ?fﬁﬁg
Tt hid hoos aa,é"ihﬂﬂh@no‘lgh, and had a sufficiently large population, to say what it required.
ment s estalbl'.haéd e Witwatersrand was to have ten members when Representative Govern-
Hhe, e € thoumht L a?d 1t was guite gzsmble that the East Rand might be included in the
S o fa method would > opposed to their wishes. They wanted on the East
fmd thre 'mimzl edrq or three constituencies, who could speak on behalf of the East Rand, If
au;dybe 5 mtt]: ud ﬁn a general ticket with Johannesburg, the East Rand would be swamped
el Do ¢ exac ¥ in the same position of being unfairly treated in the same way as during the
& years, Johannesburg had formed two associations—Representative and Responsible

vernment Aseociations. The former was a programme which anyone could subscribe to. It
\_Eas something of a mixture of Liberal and Conservative. (Laughter.) But it had no definite
i N;lB]. and that would not suit the East Rand, which would require its representatives to go to
egislate with definite idess. He thought that the first paragraph of the Representative or
Progressive Association was likely to create racial feeling, and ought to be mod};ﬁed.

Councillor Preddy expressed his opinion that it was extremely desirable that a political
association should be formed on the Kast Rand, He trusted that they had strong enough

olitical opinions and convietions, and he therefore iti 1ati
?ormed oPions and con ore proposed that a political association be

Rev. Mr. Greenfield seconded the resolution, and said they feared the eapitalist influence
more than that of the Boers. The Boers were sound at heart, but the capitalists wished to
run the whole reef.

Mr. A, H. Greene and Mr. George Constable supported the resolution, although
Mr. Constable deprecated the insinuations which were hurled at the gentlemen connected with
the Progressive Association at Johannesburg, as he believed they had the interests of the
whole country, and not the interests of the capitalists, at heart.

The resolution was then put to the meeting and carried with only one dissentient.

A lengthy discussion ensued as to the title which should be adopted by the association,
and it was finally agreed that & committee be appointed to decide upon the name to be adopted,
1o be submitted to a further meeting of delegates.

In the discussion exception was taken to Clause 1 in the programme of the Progressive
Association, and particular stress was laid upon the necessity for the provisions of the resolutions
passed at the recent Asiatic Convention being embodied in any programme which might be
submitted to the public.

It was agreed that the committee should approach the Transvaal Progressive Association
with a view to srriving if possible at a common platform, a motion that the Responsible
Government Party be approached being defeated.

Tt was further resolved that the committee consist of two members from each association
on the East Rand, with the addition of Mr. White, Mr. Tait, Mr. Elliott, Mr. C. Brammer,
Mr. L. Orpin, and Mr. G. Constable,

Mr, Gain agreed to act as convener of the future meetings.

My, A. H. Greene was appointed hon. secretary pro. tem., and the meeting then terminated.

3.
“ Leaper,” November 30, 1904
TRANSVAAL PROGRESSIVES.
Assocration Merrine YESTENDAY, ‘
Ergcrion o OFFICERS. .

i the Transvaal Progressive Association was held vesterday afternoon in the
Boalﬁ nlﬁitrl;.l gcf fl'lxplm‘atiun Buildings, hCommlllssu:Inefl Street, undertthe Chﬂ;{mfilnshlp of
s Ni ore than a hundred persons present, amongst whom were
M. A, Mackie Niven. Thero whre 2 Messre, F, 1L P Chz;phn, Richard Currie,

: - . Sir A, Wools Sampson,
%r é,W Lvaggll(glsﬁe}raosﬁl(ﬁ:yor of ;ghsanuesgurg), G. Mitehell, J. Durham, E. P. Rathbone,
& B 5 Batn, . O'K. Webber, §t. John Carr, Advocate Mellugh, Michael Dodd, John Rey,

W. Benchy Head, F. Rowland, Chevalier Carroll, J. 1. Macdonald, S. Evans, T. 3. Bayly,

dson {secretary). . N
o %111] l()ﬁgn?lman z(;aid this was the first meeting of the Transvaal Progressive Association.
e th . ht ?h t they were to be congratulated upon holding this meeting under such favourable
Bo thoug d ah .ond that, having, upon such short notice as had been given, so many repre-
B e, e ,1% resent \\"as he thought, a matter for congratulation. (Hear, hear.) b.[‘he
sentative ,Pefﬂp eeX him that 1,1p to last night there had already been enrolled in J ohamlllvgs 1111
B othing like 350 persons as members of the asseciation. (Applause,) That this ha
alone something, t an I]very special effort was evidence of the fact that the association was
been achioved wztlﬁou he):\r)m-‘an he trusted that before many weeks were over their menber.
begintly wellmb(e et many thousands as it pumbered bundreds to-duy. (‘.&ppluuae.)_ So far
ah]&‘?‘?firﬁgﬁ’a li)ﬁ)sceedings were concerned, they did not propose to enter into any discussion
as tha



6

. ! iness
as to the different planks in their paltform. The idea was that they were ﬁo f:;; :;2 Eﬁl‘:lﬁmt

a8 soon as possible by appointing a committee for the thanpesbul‘g braneh, i
instructionspt(:) that comnlx)i!:fee to be to prepare a constitution for the assichlatlocl)l; e‘tg ??T‘ill‘;‘%}:e
up for the consideration of members at an early date. The Chairman then m blished, and
Transvaal Progressive Association be now formed, with the title and platform as published,

signed by all its members.”
Mr, Richard Currie said he had much pleasure in seconding the proposition. .

The resolution was carried.
A Locar Crarmuax.

The Chairman said that the next business on the agenda was the election of a chairman
for the Johanneshurg branch.

Col. Sir A. Wools Sampson said it was necessary in this case to appoint an absolutely
unbiassed man. (Hear, hea}?j They had first and foremost the far-famed capitalist. They
had also the irregular, and they had those who were inclined to favour the Boer party. Now,
he thought that if they desired to zun this association fairly and squarely in the interests of
all, it would be wise to appoint some man who was in no wise connected with the parties he
had mentioned. He had considered the subject from that point of view; he bhad weighed up
in his mind the many men who had been associated with them in the formation of this associa-
tion. He might say that there was one man who had given them very Iparked assistance, and
he thought that such of them as knew that man would agree with him (the speaker) that
there was no man better qualified to £ill the chair of that association on the lines which had
been laid down than Mr. John Roy. (Hear, hear.) Col. Wools Sampson then proposed
Mz. Roy as chairman of the Johannesburg branch of the association.

Mr. 8t. John Carr seconded, .
-Mr. B, P. Rathbone proposed Mr. Richard Currie as chairman.

Mr. Currie, however, asked for leave to withdraw from the nomination, saying that it was
quite impossible that he could undertake the duties.

At this stage, on the suggestion of Mr. Bain, the resolntion « That the Johanmesbur,
branch of the Transvaal Progressive Association be now formed ” was put and declared carriedg.

The proposition that Mr. Roy be chairman of the Johannesburg branch was then put and
declared carried, with ane dissentient. d !

Tue CoMMITTEE,

© The election of a full committee was the next business.

The Chairman explained that it would be one of the first duties of the committee to draft
a_oonstitution for submission to members at an early date. In the case of a political organisa-
tion he thought it wae very desirable that the committee should be as large as possible, and
In the present case -he did not think it would be desirable that, the committee should consist of
less than 25 members. - : :

their]\f:ﬁ xs)li;.e 3 ohn Carr moved that the committee consist of 25 members, with power to add to

Mr, Rathhone seconded,

hie &'éns(ﬁvggzlt n:.mved that the committee consist of ten members, but subsequently withdrew

The original resolution was carried unanimously.

Nominations were then proceeded with as follows:—Messrs, J. M. Bucl .
A. F. Robinson, T. A, Purchase, Geo. Goch (Mayor of Johannesburg), J. Donaldson ‘Sif’W ’
Hulsteyn, W. Leck, E.D.P. Chaplin, T. W. G. Moir, E, P, Rathbone, 4. Aiken, W. -D e vslan
8. Evans, 0. Hutchinson, G. Mitchell, A. J. Strong, Scott Piercey, Dr, Stowart asry%p ﬁi,
H. O'K. Webber, C. F, Tainton, J. Roy, W. A. Martin, G. Lys, I. 'W. Teon 3 eil,
J. Waterson, W. Pott, Advocate McHugh and F. Dumat, »Jo W Leonard, K.C,

Thirty-five names having been nominated, it wag decided, o i

1 , » on the i

to appoint the above 35 gentlemen as a general committes to dr;ft a :gggt?:f:ggnoislﬁ Chmnpan,
to a future meeting of members from all the branches of the association, submitted

Eventruor Davs Comrye,

The Chairman, in declaring the meeting closed, rems rk fithin s

or sm]gal)_ly earlier, the constitution of the negw Govei‘nmex?t ];%dtli]elaéoi‘;;glz:ﬁdoﬁ feven manthe,
and within nine months they might be busy with the elections. Too long 3 tim edPl'Omulgated,
not remain within which the association could get to work in preparin its ¢ did, therefore,
out for candidates, and in starting an active propaganda. &I B 118 constitution, looking

. ear, hear,)
The public part of the proceedings then terminated, ‘
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(4)
“8ran,” December 2, 1904,
ReFRESENTATIVE 9, RESPONSIDLE (GOVERNMENT.
A Prrroria Merrive,

Pretoria, Friday (Special).— i ' ‘

) pecial}.—A determined att ; 1
1 . | attempt was made yesterday to capture Pretoria
by the Responsible Government Party, Invitations were issued 3ta 32 rgpresenlzative persons

10 attend a meeting to consid itj itaati
19 attend a oot ]fnston ilsll t(]?; Tﬁa}’ﬁim“l sitaation. About 20 responded, and met yesterday

Mr. Greenlees led off with a " . . _

j X Pproposition declaring the meeting in favour of Responsihle
grlgveégig?t at gmg% which roused opposition. Fi‘nding himaeglf unable to can]')y this,
. ees substituted an amendment to the effect that the meeting thought that until the

zgg}:gge‘wﬂﬂ ready for Responsible Government, the present form of Government should

It is snid that Mr. R. K. Loveday, M.L.C., supported this view.

The smendment was lost, and the meeting resolved i i i i
matter Turther. hebure oy 1o the oy g resolved itself into a cominittee to discuss the

Mr. H. R. Ahercrombie endeavoured to obtain sn assurance that the committee would
consider the throwing open of the diamond mines, and several pther pet schemes, and on the
meeting declining to entertain this, he withdrew from the committee entirely.

. The Committee of the Boer Congress, which is the executive body of their political organisa-
tion, has finally decided to oppose the gramting of Representative Government, and will
endeavour to maintain the existing cenditions, pending the granting of full responsibility.

The Boer leaders believe that if Representative Government is granted, it will be established
for some years and thus postpone indefinitely Responsible (fovernment, :

Further important developments are momentarily anticipated.

(Later.)—At the meeting, before mentioned, the general feeling was that the country is
by no means ripe for Responsible Government, but at the same time is disinclined to change
the present form of Administration.

i The Press were carefully excluded.

(Later.)—There is no longer any doubt that Mr. R. K. Loveday is committed to the “no
change until Responsible Government ” Party. Mr. H. Crawford, Mr. S. Marks's representative
in Pretoria, also supporied the Responsible Government movement.

Later.)—The following were present at the meeting regarding Responsible Government
veste(rda : )Mr. A, Johnston, Advacate Greenlees, Advocate Duxbury, Messrs, J. Dougall, Hugh
@raw:for({ F. W. Coles, H, R. Abercrombie, T. W. Beckett, E. Lilienfeld, A. W. Downie, Ernest

Chapell, end R. K. Lovedey, ALLC.

. No. 8.
Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. LYTTELTON.
(Received 10.256 p.m., January 11, 1905.)

TELECRAM.

(Extract.) .
January 11. No. L I received yesterday two deputations with reference to

the proposed changes of constitution. b s
; esired that their interview should be private, consisted of the
Pres'lf—l(‘ilglf f:f& vgegfotaciln members of the Responsible (Government A_ssoclatlon. They
ureed that nothing short of complete self-government would satisfy the people of
the Transvaal, and not only the Dutch but a majority of the Brltlsh._ I told deputa-
tion that I regarded immediate grant of full self-government outside my provn}ce
£ discuss as it was settled policy of His Majesty’s Government to proceed gradua tl.y
and establish in first instance elected Legislatire with Executive nommated by
Crown. 1 discussed other points in @ non-committal fashion but said that I was
sersonally in favour of a certain property and remdt;ntlal quahﬁeatmq and of pro-
iHw%iding for additional seats to meet growth of popu.latlon by.an' automsftlc process.
.. The other deputation was from the Progressive Association, which, as you are
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ir y resent

aware, is opposed to immediate grant of self-government and desufzsl gﬁirzh; ﬁ)erwise
a nominated Executive with seats and votes in Legislature bul:)t].J'«eng(»1 the deputation
to be wholly elective. The proceedings in this case were pu 1(t: an b alue. Single
was certainly a strong one, Points they urged were (1) One vote }t)}ll e

+ member constituencies with as nearly as possible an equal.n'uml er S ation with
Periodic redistribution. (3) Qualification to be present mllIIlCJ:pai tzlu O ative
substitution of six for three months’ residence and also to include as oy Colony
all white male British subjects whether naturalised in Great Britain or ﬁ yf rl
who have annual income of £150 or were on first Volksraad burgher ro (f) SO
African Republic. (4) Executive to be partly chosen by repregentatlzesdoto PLepis:
() Fewest possible reservations and restrictions of powers to be grarﬁg £ s% .
lative Council. I reiterated to this deputation the statement that His Maje d{
Government did not intend to grant full self-government at once but to procee eg
gradual steps. On all other points I was strictly non-committal though 5 ezltpress_th
my personal agreement with the principle of periodic redistribution an Ea 50 v‘tf}ve
the suggestion that it should be possible but not obligatory to include in Executi
some of the elected members of the Legislature.

In both cases I promised to communicate the representations made to you.
Full report by mail.*

No. 4, .
Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. LYTTELTON.
(Received 5.23 p.m., January 20, 1905.)
TELEGRAM. Coe

January 20. No. 1. Referring to my telegram of 11th January, No. 1,}
following resolution was passed unamimously at public meeting of between 2,000

and 3,000 people held at Wanderers' Hall last night under auspices of Transvaal
Progressive Association :—

Begins: That this meeting desires (o place on record its firm conviction that
no Constitution will be acceptable to this Colony which does not contain
provisions establishing at the outset and maintaining for the future
equal power and equal privileges for each voter. Engs.

Despatch { follows by mail.

No. 5.
Goversor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mx. LYTTELTON.
(Received January 28, 1905.)

S, Governor’s Office, J ohanneshurg, J anuary 9, 1905.

I #avE the honour to enclose, for your information newspaper YU
g . ] cu P
the subject of Representative Government in the Transvaal, Paper cuttings§ on

I have, &,
MILNER,

Governor.

Enclosure in No. 5,
“ LEADER,” December 20th, 1904,
ALtrcep CoxrerEncE,

Loup Mityer axp Boxg Luspegs,

Reuter’s correspondent at Pretoria forwards

U the following | :
be published by “ Land en Volk” in its next issue, ¢ following informatior,

which he says will

® See No. 6, t No. 3, 1 No. 10,

oy

§ Ope only ig reprinted,
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The matter has reference to a meeting which is alleged to have taken place 1;a
Milner and the Boer leaders, concerning which the Dutch%aper remarks : — P teen Lord
We learn from an authoritative source that the Conference summoned by Lord Milner
and from whose deliberations were expressly excluded, in view of recent history at Brandfort,
the Free State delegates, who were also on the spot. '
At the Conference, His Fxcelleney ( Land en Volk” understands) announeed that within
a few weeks he would offer a scheme of Representative Government, which he assumegd might
satisfy, or, if not satisfy, for the time appeuse, all parties, )
Roughly the electarate of the country would contribute 24 elective members, aghinst 12
nominated members. From these an executive Ministry might subsequently be elected, iy which
Lord Milner hoped that men of various political leanings, such as

Mr, Louis Botha,

Sir George Farrar,

Mr, Harry Solomon,

Mr, Johan Rissik,

Mr. R. K. Loveday,

Mr. A, D, W, Wolmarans,

Mr, E. I. Bourke,

Mr. E. P. Solomon,

Mr, Ewald Esselen,

Mr, Jan Smuts, and "
Mr. Dale Lace, ﬂ

might accept positions,

“Land en Volk” learns that the Boers expressed their formal thanks for Lord Milner's
prolposals, but would give them no definite acceptance. They declared that they would not
willingly aceept any measure of enfranchisement by which they (the Boers) secured no repre-'
sentation commensurate with their permanent stake in this country. They declared that if thev
could not secure fair representation they did not want any at all.

In spite, however, of the abortive characier of the “ mysterious conference,” there is no
doubt that the relations between His Excellency and the Boer leaders are tending to be of less
frigidly official character than they have hitherto been.

[We believe that it will be found that, both as regards its origin and its predictions, the
above statement is based on imagination rather than fact. Most assuredly the Couneil will not
Le composed as stated,] »

> No. 6.
Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. LYTTELTON.
(Received February 4, 1905.)

S, Governor’s Office, Johannesburg, January 16, 1905.
WirH reference to my telegram of the 11th instant, No. 1* T have the honour

to transmit to you a newspaper report of the proceedings at an interview which I had

on the previous day with a deputation from the Transvaal Progressive Association.

I have, &e.,
MILNER,
Governor.

Enclosure in No. 6.

Extract from “ Rasp Damy Mam,” 11 January, 1805.
New CoxsTITUTION.
DepuTaTioNs To THE GOVERNOR.

The deputation waited up(}nuthe' Governor fo recommend the embodiment in the new Con-
ituti owing principles:— ‘ o
Stltua? f}ilﬂf gr%'lﬁgt‘:;‘.‘-]-—%leect%ral digtl?icts tg be formed on the basis of voters, each district
to contain, as near as can be, an equal number of voters, and to return one member. .

(2.) Redistribution,—Redistribution of seats, wherever required by reason of ﬂu('ehmtlmn.
in the number of voters, to be made periodically by a Commission appointed by the Governor,
and the parties or districts dissatisfied with the results to have the power of appeal to the

Supreme Court. ations to be tuken as a basis (with the

) Oualification.—The present municipal gqualificat: : sl |
subs’c(g;t)ltiggao}?ﬁ;&l;nonths’ l'eI;idence for three months) with the alternative qualification : —All
white male British subjects, and whether naturalised in Great Britain or in any of her Colonies,

t they are in receipt of an average income of not less than £150 per annum
:rhgvﬁﬁnv;}lrgzzh tahe Fi'z‘st Volksraad burgher roll of the South African Republic prior to the

outbreak of the war,

* No. 3. .
21951
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4.) E.z:ﬂ),cutive Counril —The Ixecutive of the new Legislative body to be partly chosen

? tatives of the people. ) )
fmm(gge'f}?:?tg?llgzygiﬁerslﬁs l?e granliedpto the new Transvaal Legislature with the fewest

i rvations and restrictions., ] .
posal'_}ﬁl}femggnutation consisted of the following gentlemen:—Messra, J. Ro (clﬁali-n:an,,
F. D. P; Chaplin, Richard Currie, F, C. Dumat, Samuel Evans, Sir W. Van Hulsteyn,
Messrs, A. McHugh, W. A. Martin, George Mitchell, A, Mackie Niven, A F. Robﬁlmni
J. N. Sellar, A. . Strong, Dr. W, Stuart, and Sir A. Wools-Sampson. With His Excelleney
was Mr.? (eofirey Robinson (Private Secretary).

/ OreNtNG THE DEPUTATION,

I ' opening the deputation, Mr. Roy said: I desire, on behalf of the deg)ut_atgon appearing
before' you to-day, to thank you for the privilege and the opportunity of submitting our views
with /regard to this important question of the future Constitution of the Transvaal. A this
stagé 1t appears to me desirable that I should state for whom we appear, or, rather, for whom we
speak, A few weeks ago the Johannesburg branch of the Transvaal Progressive Association
was formed. One of the prineipal objects or planks in its platform was the advorating of a
megisure of Representative Government whirk we believe best suited to the welfare of this
coyintry. Since that date various other branches luve been estublished throughout the country.
Various other branches are in course of formation, but it is obvious that owing to the short notice
e Bave not been able to communieate with {hese branches. so that in the expressions of opinion
nhade to you we are speaking entirely on behalf of the Johannesburg branch of the Transvaal
rogressive Association. We hope, at an early date, that these h::anch assnelaflons ml] form
central organisation, and that that central organisation will be in futnre the mouthpiece of
this association. We had hoped, sir, on this occasion to be associated with the members of the
Transvaal Responsible Government Association for this reason—that the first three resolutions
submitted to you to-day are common to any form of Government that may be established in
this country. The resolutions are consistent with the ideas hitherto prevailing in Johannesburg,
and as a proof of what we contended for many years ago, I desire to read an extract from a
resolution passed at a public meeting of the unenfranchised of Johanneshurg on July 26, 1859 : -
That this meeting insists upen the demand of the Uitlander Council for a redistribu-
tion of seats which shall take place periodically, and for representation which shall bear

some definite relation to the number of electors,

That was passed on July 26, 1899, and it permeates the whole of the resolutions submitted
to you to-day. The deputation has appointed two of its members, Messrs. Mitchell and Niven,
to submit the resolutions. and to advocate our apinions. I desire that they should address yvou
if that is the view of Your Excellency. '

Mr. Mrrcarir's SpEpem.

Mr. George Mitchell said: I have to lay resolutions Nos. 1 and 2 in regard to the value
of votes and the question of redistribution before Your Excellency, and it will probably save
time Jf, without any preliminaries, I should proceed at once to speak on the question of equal
electora] districts. “Our reason for putting tgat forward is, in the first place, that we helieve
equal electoral districts will be fair and equitable. We have decided absolutely to advocate
in this country the principle of one vote having one value. In doing that we are supported
by what is in force in the United States of Ameriea, in Canada, and what, I believe, Js the
newest Constitution, that of Australia. We desire to submit that this principle is a fair one,
and 2 just one. It is impossible, of course, to avoid allusion to the question of the old Boer
divisions of the country, and, so far as they may be practicable, we shoy d, I think, undoubtedly
desire that the old houndaries might be observed, probably that the fieldcornets districts would
form the easiest and best basis to go upon. But, whilst saying this, we desire also to emphasise
the fact that even at the risk of disturbing some of these old boundaries, we do most emphatically
desire to see established the principle of one vote having ‘one value, and I must say that any
departure from that would be the cause of the gravest dissatisfaction to us. We have, of course
on numerous occasions, heard arguments which have been advanced in favour of a la;';zer repru:
sentation to these who reside in the country districts, but whatever theiy claims may be, we

Id submi ‘
:iglilm ‘;111 tinelt [;(1)13: r;c]l:gz; t‘,VhO have to bear the brunt of taxation have at least an equally strong

Revexve any INpustny, , '

I would submit that the two great ions ibuti
the ) great questions, the contril
of pesple supported by any industry, are in thgmsel etont
In support of mere vepresentation of districts or space
in favour of the plea, and that is that it would ¢

attempt at what is known us gerrvmandering, We have here as i

Z:tes alnd I}m’c ofdptipﬁlatwn, and our rea_sonsgfor that are, ];h]ai rilf{;gutggtlf;]:nbgzmuﬁ’thaf -

ifuo(iln yo 113 gui e; ¥ Your census, which will ]probably take place every ten elas:rai'1 ;g]ile s

Hesx'me gon f}f;l 0‘;’99111‘3, ﬁou bave your voters’ roll, whieh will probably be amen ed oy by
ce, and, taking the basiy of votery rather than populati o tom:

the influence some of the i > Tave i gxclude trom

] elements in the country digt t i i
Ty o e opre, % the elemer ry ricts which have hitherto borne weight,
coming ‘nto The Salad 18 for 1?: :11113 gﬂf:tti towns are concerned, you will also exclude from

simply on_the basis of population, have some l‘)’g population which would otherwise, if you go

is the logical basis. N in thi Jbearing. T submit finally that the basi 1y
memher,ﬁ Tt ni?w' sir, In this resolution No. 1 818 of votes

: s - 1, we have the expression “ 1o ]
e e 1 ¢ 1(311;] w(?rds,l 18 what is known generally by ’thepdosin'na’rion r:fturp b]m
v eontituencies. tr].;_g'ar« to what is 4 more thorny and diffieult problem, T a;mi: o

_ . § studied the many experiments which have beer made in pltlﬁof 1;;”1‘«1

> A ¥ R

ition of revenue and the number
ves sufficient to outweigh any arguments
aces.  One further argument T would advance
iminate, to a larlfe extent, favouritism, or an
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of the world. Some of us ‘ave been allured by (he theory, the advantages of theory, of free
member constituencies, and cumulative voting, and the representation of minorities, which I
understand that system produces. The question of second ballots has also had its ndvocates,
The question of the division of larger towns into districts returning two or more members has
also had some support, but after a very considerable amount of thought, ufter n great deal of
cousideration, the greal majority of us have finally come to the conclusion that, for great
ractical reasons, the single member constituency is the one best suited to this country at
arge. As far as the country districts are concerned, it must be obvious that any other system
would possess the greatest drawbacks. It would be ractically impossible owing to the large
districts which would have to be forned to huve any oiher system. Once having established that
system in the country it seems simpler, and in many ways better, that one systermn should
Yrew_nl throughout the whole country. The feeling in favour of single-member constituencies,
[ think, has been evidenced in Johannesburg by recent events, and, so far as we can gather,
it would be in accordance with the wish of the majority of the people here that that principle
generally should be adopted. There is one other reason, and that is, it might. we think, involve

tllle tgdvantage that s0 far as the people are concerned, they would take more interest in the
elections.

Reprstrisvriow,

T have now, sir, to go on, with your permission, to the second point, in regord to redistri-
hution, 1 mafr say in regard to that that it is a corollary of the first proposition. It maintains
the 'Hnnmpl.e aid down, and provides for its automatic carrying out. We wish, if possible, to
avoid the circumstances which exist now in Great Britain, and, to some extent, in the Cape
Colony. We wish to avoid this country getting into such a position that the question of redis-
tribution should become the subject of party sirife and animoesity, We wish it to be settled
for all time by the principle which should be laid down, and which should be carried out
automatically. "We wish to avoid the friction which with any other course o country like this
must necessarily incur, and also to avoid the great waste of time of the Legislature 1 dealing
with questions such as this, when it would be better occupied in dealing with such measures
of practical use, which this country will certainly demand. As an argument in favour of the
necessity of redistribution, I would point out that, in a country like this, there must almost
certainly be great fluetuations in the population, and there will probably be the growth of
many new towns. If I may allude, for instance, to the great diamond mine, which ie likely,
we believe, to provide a livelthood for a large number of people, it would be no unreasonable
thing to say that, possibly in the course of five years, there may be 10,000 people earning their
living from the industry of the mine. Is it fair to ask these 10,000 people that they should
be dependent upon the will of the Legislature for their votes? _

'{‘)ﬁere is another instance I would like to mention, the iron industry, which, although it
is only a name at present, may before long be a great factor in this country; and I say again
it is no wild term to say in regard to th.t that 14 five or ten years there may be 20,000 or
30,000 people depending on the iron industry in this country. Are they to be dependent for
representation on the goodwill of the Assembly here? Rather we would ask that, by a process
of redistribution such as suggested, these things will be provided for in advance that these people
may get representation legally. These are the principal points in regard to these two matters
1 wish to make, and I can only say I am sorry the duty has not been entrusted to another

eaker. If my representation has mot been what the deputation desire, or what other people

esire it, I trust you will look beyond the words to the great prmcrﬁle I have tried to
enunciate, and let {hem speak for themselves, In conclusion, I will say that whilst in another
great Colony the motto has been adopted “ Advauce Australia,” we are, as our name implies,
seeking the progress of this country, and I would like to say not merely the material advance-
ment, %)ut the progress of everything that goes to build up a great State and the evolving of
a really beppy, prospercus, and patriotic people; and if in the smallest degree our representa-
tions to you tﬂis morning can carry out or advance these ideas, then I think we can surely hope
our representations will make for the advancement of the country, and will also be of great
service to our Sovereign and his advisers.

Mr. A. Macrie NIveN.

Mr. Mackie Niven was the next speaker. He said: The resolutions adopted by the Johan-
nesburg branch of the Transvaal Progressive Association, on which I have been asked to make
some remarks, are Nos. 3, 4, and 5. No. 3 deals with a_subject probably as important ns either
of those to which Mr. Mitchell has referred—the qualification of the voters., A difference of
opinion does certainly exist at present on this important question. and after giving it the very
fullest consideration for a considerable time, we bave come to the conclusion that it would be
impolitic, unwise, and possibly might have the most distastrons results if we did not advecate
here before you the principle of a broad and demacratic franchise. It is quite true that the
Colonial Secretary has already indicated in a public statement in_the House of Commons the
probability of a popular franchise being granted to the country. In replying to a question ou
Tuly 21 last by Mr. Brondhurst, who asked wpen what franchise members would be elected in
the Transvaal, Mr, Lyttelton said: “It would not be in order to go into details upon that:
but I think if ihe hon. gentleman studies the matter ho will see that there has not heen any
indisposition on the part of the Government of the Transvaal to make o very free and popular
sufirage in Jocal government. We have munieipal institutions spread all over the Transvaal.
There are 23 urban districts, and there are municipalities, for the first time of any pﬂWE;:, Il‘l)
all the Yarger towns. I think, speaking from memory, the ratepayers franchise is on a £10

fixed property and £24 annual value—a very fairly popular basis,’
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The Propanie FrANCHISE.

is Excellency: That is so, is it not? ) _ L
,{};s %?:gn?u%f‘es. the facts are all right. Now, sir, while that indicates very clenrly the

probable franchise, or, lyerhaps I should say, the fact that a broad popular franchise is likely
a

to be granted to us for Parliamentary purposes in our new Constitution, we feel that the subject
is onegnf such importance that we gepjustiﬁed in the special resolution which is submitted to
vou. What we feel is that any fancy franchise, any high franchise, could only lead {0 a large;
number of people being left without a vote. Looking b the history of politics in this country
in the past fen years or so, we think that would be an impolitic proceeding for the Government
to adopt. We fecl that it would be creating an uqfranchwed .cla-as, whose agitation.a just
agitation, we think—previous to the war had something to do with the unfortunate occurrences
from which this country has suffered. It could only have one ending. Going now into detail
for » moment, might I point out that we are advocating some slight modificat:on of the present
municipal franchise. Tt gives the vote to persons who have been in residence in this country
for three months. We think that for Parliamentary purposes it might be extended to six
months quite safely.

FRANCHISE AMENDMENTS,

We have found from experience that, with regard to the municipal franchise, inasmuch
as it is the custom on the Witwatersrand, as in other parts of the country, for more than one
person to reside in ome room or in one small house, practical experience has whown’ thas it
16 mecessary fo make some provision to provide that where two or more persons reside in a
small building this fack should not necessarily--if the other qualifications exist—disfranchise
all these persons, or all but one. We have therefore made the suggestion, as the result of our
experience, that an alternative qualification should be made giving the vote, no matter how
many persons occupy oneé house, provided that each has an average income of £150 a year
who should also be entitled to be placed on the roll. We have gone further than that with
regard to the older population of the country. We have made the very important recom-
mendation that all persons on the First Volksraad Burgher Boll before the outbreak of the
war should be placed on the voters’ roll, irrespective of other qualifications. They are included
in what is known as the municipal franchise. We have done this, first of all, because I think
it is the almost universal practice that where any alteration or change of franchise has been
made, it has been in the direction of inereasing the number of persons to be placed on the roll,
and ot decreasing that number, In other words, no change of this kind has ever been made
which deprives any person who has been in the habit of exercising the franchise in the past
of the right to exercise it 1 the future. We feel that it is a measure of equity which should
be extended to the older population of the country, and which vn the whole” will commend
itself to the new population of this eountry.

Comrpositioy of EXECUTIVE,

Dealing now with resolution No. 4, there is a generally accepted view, based on I know
not what exactly, that the Legislative Council which is to be granted to us will not include
any of the nominated members outwide the nominated ofﬁciaFrExecu-tive. It _is true that
Mr. Lyttelton, replying, I think, to Mr. Switt McNeill, and the paragraph in the King's Speech
simply used the Ip rase that the Eropoxal is 1o intreduce an elective element into the Legislature
of the Transvaal. This matter has been under discussion for many months now, and a feeling
has grown up—and I think it is a very strong feeling--that any propoeal to include in the House
nominated members other than the official Executive would not be received with favour in this
country. I think that in this point all must be agreed. There is also a strong feeling in the
country that it is no less important that the Executive {the Government of this country) shonld
be strengthened, as we think undoubtedly it would be by the selection from the elected membens
of a certain proportion to be added to the official Executive, Im recommending this we did so
Emt on the ground of precedent. There are many precedents to show that where Re resentative
Jovernment has been granted in different British Colonies that principle of allowing the
Jovernor o nominate from among the elected members a certain portion of the Ixecutive has
oeen established, There are good reasons why it should be done here. The reason advanced
for giving us an elected Legislature instead of an entirely nominated Legislature is largely
that the Parliament of the country should be in close touch with the people of the country
and we hold, too, that it is equally Important ‘that the Exeeutive of the country should be in
zlose touch with the people, and we think there is no simpler, no better way than by embadyiu
this principle in the constitution of the seloction of 80 many elocted members from ‘the qusg
to be.added to the official Executive. It must be admitted thaf there is g serious damger in
a small Parliament—the Government might select from the House, shall T say, the ri% i ui
crities, possibly the prmclﬁal debaters, so that the eritical faculty, which is the ’facultrjjy wglr:;;l

want to see most developed in the new Amsemb]
to us to counterbalance the possible disadva.nﬁ{gg;. ey be weakened, but the ndvantage seeins

FuoLtest Powkrs.

Resolution No. 5 deals with matter of e i “

0 qual importance o auy of thos rhich reference
has been I{lader- the fullest power to be granted to the new Legislat&l?réo‘:itll;c}tl:(f f?:::l:‘:t
reservations and restrictions” Tt jg quite well kmown that there is o considerable A t
public }?pln}on I:drgel_\- in favonr of the immediate introduetion of full Responsible Goﬁmunt' {;
g:ﬁu]:e r?fs :ﬁszm :::1 mftaltz\n n:"uls t*lkmt] _'ii 1tlcotﬁld be that some indieation could be give}f noT‘t?u;'

t A its liberal character, a gr i

allayed. Tt seems to us that a Comstrtutipg that mser%ﬁultodﬁ:ﬁ oérzw Ifn?g}ul;gm‘;:&l;]a 14)1;
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i’mportanoe to the dai]y lifo of the people of this 0010_[1 would be 1
! ; : o fatal mistake..
?)glmmt thgi& the. Anattelrj which have been referred to the IEter—Cnlonial Counci)int:mlig ofxxlecelzslilf :
b refservd , am Wouh not form part of the business to be diseussed by the Legislative Couneil.
ut we do elxeipfess the hope that -at no distant dote the control-of the S.A.C. might be, shall
I say, n?fer ]Imck o the Parliament of the country? If such important matters as finance
of the Co O.JJ?’, the native administration, and a matter in which we all feel & decp interest—
Asiatic le_glj atn:]nmyere 1o be reserved, I have little hesftation in saying that a Constitution
of that lfm , and with such reservations, would not be received with anything like favour by
the people of this Colony. I go further, and say that the reservation of such important matters
would possibly make such a sonstitution almost unworkable. There is another point in con-
nection with one of the resolutions in which it pointed out the disability under which naturalised
aliens sufier in this Colony, I refer to the disabilities suffered {Jy aliens naturalised in
other British Colonies. This matter has been before the public for two or three years,
and we understand there ig some constitutional or legal question involved, but # is felt it is
a great hardship for persong living for 10, 15 or 20 years in the Cape Colony or Natal, to be
deprived of their votes. It is felt a very great grievance indeed to deprive them, as they are
deprived, as the law stands at present, from exerciging the privileges of the franchise in this
Co on¥. With these remarks beg to express the hope that we have been able to convinee
you of the importance of the prmmﬁxle imvolved in the five resolutions put before you, and to
express the hope that we may be able to convince you that it is desirable that these principles
should be introduced into this Constitution, and that you may see your way %o convey the views
we have expressed, the views of a very important section of the community, to the Secretary of
State for the Colonies, in whose hands this Constitution, we understand, now is.

Lorp Muxern’s Repry,

’ Lord Milner said : I recognise the great importance and the representative character of this
deputation, and I am very much obliged to you for coming here and laying your views, and
those of the large number of those who agree with you, before me. Mr. Mackie Niven has said
that he hoped you had convinced me on the varjous points raised. Ido not think it is a matter
of particular importance what my personal views are on these several points, inasmuch as,
fortunately for me, it does not rest with me to decide. What is of more importance is that the
Government at howe should be acquainted with the opinions of the mew Constitution. Of
course the variety of opinions is ingnite, it would be impossible to consider them allewhen I
say the various opinions I mean those of any considerable bodies of people. T shall, of course,
regor-t to the Secretary of State the resolutions which have been put before me to-~day, and the
substance of the arguments by which they are supported. I have been doing my wtmost for
8 long time past to elicit opinions, not in one quarter, throughout the Colony, on this important
subject, in order that I may discharge my principal duty 1n this matter, that is to fully and
truly report the real state of feeling %nere. 1} have got a great deal of assistance in my efforts
in this direction, and a meeting of this kind is of great assistance to me in carrying out that
duty. As I say, my prineipal business in this matier is to report your views and arguments
by which they are supported, and there I might leave it. If I go on to say a word or iwo upon
tge gpecial points which you have raised, will you regard what I now say as not in any eense
suthoritative, not declaratory of what is going to be done, as I do not know it myself, but as
merely directed to throw a little more light on the points which have been touched upon, and
which are exciting so much public interest?

ConrrIsuTION OF A CrTIZEN.

. Will you regard this, my contribution, as that of a fellow-citizen, and not as that of one
who is laying down the law as an official, especially as it is not in my power to decide? In the
first place, I fully welcome all representative expressions of opinion, and I attach o very great
deal of importance to what has passed to-day, because of its exceedingly practical character.
The community, I fear, is rather divided at this moment—perhaps in almost equal parties—on
the question of what is called Responsible as against Representative Government. I am sorry
for thie division, for it turns men’s thought from things which they have power greatly to
influence to matters which, I think, no discussion here can at the present time Infiuence.
Apart entirely from any personal opinion, T have received instructions from the Home Govern-
ment to make what suggestions I could, and to throw all the light I could upon the execution
of what is their settled policy, which is to introduce here a Representative Legislature, elected
by the people, with an Executive which will continue for a time to be appointed by the Crown,
I understand that that is what is before us, These are my instructions—to throw any light I
ean upcn the question of the composition of that Legislature and the manner of election. I am
fully at liberty to receive any suggestions you can give me on these points, and they are a great
deal of use to me. But ¢o discuss the matter of the introduction of Responsible Government,
or suggestions o that effect, that is to say, that the Legislature, which s still to be created,
should at fhe first moment of its existence, proceed to appoint the whole Executive Government,
suggestions to that effect, while they are entitled to all respect, seeing the influential quarter
from which they come, are of no practical use for me at this moment, because they do not bear
on the problem put before me. . :

Coacs, ot & MoToR.

T have been ordered, so to speak, to make plans for the construetion of a coach, and every-
thing which helps me to make the best coach possible is, of course, of real assistauce to me and
the Home Government. But it is of no immediste practical value to me to advise me how to
build & motor car, because that is not what I am asked to do. Now the points which you have
brought before me to-day are all connected with what I understand to be the present policy of

’ ' ¢
21251
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; i i ted Legislature
s Matestv’s Government, that is o eay, the establishment of a pop_ularly_elec' !
gmthhi{: 'Lougtry, I hope that, whatever views we may hold as to the 1m.gned1.atg mtrttiducil;)ﬁeﬁ
Self-Government, they will yet, as good citizens, not refuse to apply their minds to the p jem
which is immediately {efore us, and which is not the establishment of what is kno‘ir;gl_as com’ \e
Self-Grovernment, but of a system which is intended to lead 1o it, and which 1 ¢ leve E(:t in
a comparatively ehort space of time lead to it. That is what you have done to- a“'lr."h < tm_e
say a few words about the particular points brought forward in these resolutions, e first is
“(One vote, one value,” and the single-member constituency. Ag far as I can gather opinion,
it inclines very strongly on all hands to the single-member constituency. I shouldlhnv_e no
hesitation in telling His Majesty’s Government that whatever might be my personal opinion
on that point-and, personafly, I have a preference for the three-member system, with the
minority vote—there is no doubt an overwhelming body of opinion amonf all sections of the
people of this country in favour of the single constituency. I should also be bound to say
that as regards “ one vate, one value,” I think there is a very great division of opinion. You
in this Toom are all strangly in favour of it, and the arguments in favour of it are very strong.
Whether they are of overwhelming strength, whether they will be so regarded by His Majesty’s
Gavernment, 1 really cannot attempt to say. I think everybody will go this length, that they
will desive to see in the distribution of seats a very great regard paid to the J}umenpal'prmcm]e,
but as to whether people generally are at all agreed to the absolute numerical principle, all I
can say i I am uncertain. I should like to be in & ﬁqsl‘_c-mn——puttm my own views entirely
aside—to say to His Majesty's Government,  This or this is the generally accepted view in this
Colony.” With regard to one vote one value, I really cannot say so.

»

Prrmars a CoxproMIse,

There is a very strong body of opinion on either side, and it may be—I don’t say it will be—
that the result will be a compromise. On the other hand, as regards automatic redistribution,
I gather that there is more unanimity of cpinion. I have not yet met anybedy who is opposed
to it. I have met a considerable number who think that it is a difficult thing to put into an
Order in Council. 'With that I agree, but anybody who is opposed to it in principle I have not
yet come across, And, certainly, I have a very very strong feeling myself on the subject. We

ave so many instances before us of the effects of leaving the redistribution of seats in a growing
country to be for years the perpetual battlefield of political parties, I think it is a prospect so
discouraging that I hope it may be averted, and that it may be possible for His Majesty’s
Government to put into the Constitution of this country, as now framed, provisions which will
make that unnecessary, and which will enable growing centres of population to obtain either
representation, or additional representation, by some recognised legal process, without its
becoming in every case the subject of a party ﬁrght. But I am bound to say that I think the
proposal will take them rather by surprise at home. I think jt will have precedent, as far na
Constitutions introduced by Order in Council are concerned, and perhaps I may add, vis inertiae
against it, and I believe if a mejority of %eeople here are really anxious to have it, that a strong
expression of public opinion here would be requisite to carry it. That is my own impression.
It is a difficult thing to do; it is a troublesome thing to do; and it is as far as these home-made
Constitutions are concerned, a novel thing t0 do. And for all these reasons I believe it is only
likely to be doue if it is very unmistakably desired, not only by the humble individual who is
addressing you, but by the great majority of the people of this country. As regards qualification,
I am glad to think there 15 a very wide amount of consensus of opinion, and that the views
expressed here to-day mot only represent the views of the powerful association to which you
belong, but of pec)f)le of all classes and races. I am not now referring to that special principle
of preserving, if I may say so, the franchise rights of the former burghers, a proposal which
hag much in its favour, though I am not prepared to express any absolute opinion about i,
I am rather referring to the general idea that the franchise should be what is called a democratie
one, that while there should be a property qualification, ar income qualification, or alternative
property and income qualifications, the figures should be so low as practically to include the
whole white population, which i independent, which has any regular independent means of
support. It i8 1o use going into figures, No two men will agree absolutely as to figures, either

of income, rental, or of period of residence, but almost everyhod e
y Fellldd, Oor ] ’ ysemstobeagreeda.stothe
general pr]llClpIe Whlchli have tried to lay down, and ive W vari

" ; ' r the di rgence between the 9‘,1‘10118 pro-

Axorner Nover Prorosar,

Turning to the question of the Executive Council, here we again h
roposal in the suggestion that members of the elected Legialatgm sh::fdab?n;:i;lw(]:; tt;m‘:}:g
mxeﬁﬁ:;:e ?o{ltncal:;e _er.tMackle N;;Weﬁx said it)l;at he assumed there would be no nominated
_ of the Legisiature except the members of the Executive. it i
iﬂetﬁngf% ;];?IE ;hoet }ixéen;iberq of t(gile xegutwg shhoul% sit and vote in tlele Cgu:ill:i‘i? b?;?; wqﬁ:afe;tthl:
: ! nominated members in the Couneil is abandoned, I i iti

to say. What, of course, is certain, is 'he o gt 1 @ position
and what I think is probz;ble is that t}fe }é?)fl:(]?ﬁ i od members will be i & fargs mmm&

1t ill consist entirely of elested i

the addition of the members of the Executive. A“: Toposal that members, Wi

of th}fe Exgcli]hve should be drawn from the Couni?lﬂil&e{}flj thg;gggpf:ﬁl@?:ﬁoﬁm&meinb&rz
glel';lt n‘i: o t.s Coull,lc:}ll, 1t 18, as I say, a novel proposal, and one about which there f« ) ecood
t:l?e, ; ) :t sium::rl cgn tslllgei;o ml;) &lézer;v%rr%ﬁix;eofer,lthqt there are two forms which it amgight
Con?(t]lt};gmnt ﬁhaﬁﬂe Exegutixje must contain céxig.?nwétlgﬁe(floznntmng?;l olfm»tghl:at I?e?yide e tha
wou rather odd, and it might prove an inconvenient and unworkabl P .
might leave, so to speak, an open door for inclusion i  Exocutirg of Lon-
number of elected members, if, and when,

be ‘strengthened by such an introduction, ersonally, and speaking again
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individual, I am in favour of leaving the greatest possible latitude in these matters, because
what we are go;n%eto try in this Colony is a great experiment, in some ways a novel experiment;
and I think 1t is better, wherever you can leave a certain amount of free play in your Constitu-
tion, to give it. And I think certainly it would be giving a desirable amount of elhow-room,
if I may use the expression, not to continue the choice of the Crown with respect to
members of the Executive to the outside world—I mean, to the people who are not elected members
of the Legislature—~unor yet to compel the Crown to take any definite number of members of the
Executive from the Legislature, hut to leave it absolutely open to the Crown to appoint or
not to appeint, secording fo the cireumstances of the moment, memhers of the Executive from
among the elected members of the Legislature, I personally, I should be inclined to plead,
as I say, for freedom of action, and for no rigid provisions in a matter of that kind. I faney,
as a matter of constitutional practice, that the Crowm in any case is perfectly free, if it likes,
to appoint a member 'of the Legislature to the Executive, as it might appoint anybody. But
I should be Ipre‘ ared to go rather funther than thas, and to include in tﬁe Constitution words
indicating, I will not say exactly the intention, but at any rate the likelihood, of that course
being allowed.

Now, I think T have dealt with all the matters except the last point, that of the reservation
of powers. I am mot quite sure that I appreciate the difficulty which seems to occur to some
‘people on this matter, when, for instance, 1t is asked whether 1t is proposed to exclude Asiatic
or native legislation from the powers of the Legislative Council. I ask myself why on earth
should they be excluded? I mean how is that likely to happen? You have got a Legislative
Council at present which deals with these matters. The present Legislative Council can pass
3 law about natives or about Asiatics, The change which is proposed is not, as I understand,
in the powers of the Legislative Council, but in its composition. Instead of consisting of
nominees it will consist of elected representatives of the people. It would be odd, and I don’t
think # has oecurred to anyone, to use the moment of this change in order to restrict the powers
of the Legislative Council. It has at present powers to legislate on any subject concerning the
imterests of the Colony. I have mot the least doubt that the change in its Constitution will
not lead to any reduction of its powers. The restriction upon popular control which at present
exists, does not take the shape of any restriction upon the powers of the Couneil, but it depends
upon the fact that the members of the Council are nominees and not elected. The powers of
the present Legislative Couneil are as wide as possible, and I do not anticipate that the powers
of tﬁe differently composed Legislature will be any less wide. You will remember that legis-
lative proposals with regard, for instance, to the regulatian of Asiatics were before the present
Tegislative Council. If I remember rightly, the law was not actually passed, but there wos
no doubt about the authority &f the Council to pass a law with regard to native administration,
or a law regulating the finances of the country, as in fact it does when it passes the Approprintion
Bill. All these powers exist at present, and I do not see that there is any likelihood of these
powers being In any way curtailed.

Tar Vero oF THE Crowx,

There is one restriction which always exists in any Colony, whether it be 2 Colony under
Crown Colony Government or with representative institutions, or with full self-government.
That is, of course, the ultimate power of the Crown o veto any measure, That would no doubt
continue, It is universal, and I should like to call attention to ome point for the dlumination
of the public, who seem to be suffering under some em‘aordmar% delustons with regard to it.
And that is that the power of veto resting in the Crown is absolutely the same, whether you
have Responsible Government or whether you have Representative Government. You do not

et rid of the veto by having Responsible Government. You do not increase the veto by having
presentative Government. I say this especially with regard to such questions as native
affairs or Asiatic affaivs.

TareRIAL GOVERNMENT,

It is assumed, I think rather unjustly, that the Government at home is anxious to interfere
with the people of the Colony in dealing with these matters in the way which seems to them
best. Except as regards the acquired rights of British subjects, which the Home Government
Tegards itse}l)f as the trustee of, I have never seen any disposition since I have come here on
the part of the Home Government to try and override public opinion of the Colony with regard
to these matters. However, that is a side point. What I wish to make absolutely clear is this:
The difference between Representative Gavernment and Responsible Government is roughly
this, that under the former the Executive is irremovable by the Legislature, and under the
latter the Legislature itself appoints the Executive. That is the ]prmclpal effect of the
difference between the two systems. Under the one system, the Legislature practically elects
the Government, and under the other it does not. But, as reggarda the legmlahve powers of the
Assemblies, the position is absolutely the same. The legislative power is mo less in a Repre-
gentative Assembly which does not appoint the Executive than if is in an Assembly which
also appoints the Executive. Neither is the veto of the Crown any different under the twa
systems. 1f a measure was to be passed here dealing either with Asiatic aftairs or with native
affairs which, whether the Home Government approved of it or net, appeared to it to be a
measure which infringed the rights of British subjects, and which therefore the Home Govern-
ment ought to veto, it would equally veto it under Respopsible Government. As far as dealing
with native affairs or Asiatic affairs is concerned,_ you will have exacily the same powers under
the one system as under the other. And now I think I have dealt with all the matters that have

been brought before me.
Nosmeriear, Basts.
Mr. Mitcholl referred His Excellency to the basis on which electoral divisions will be
formed.

D
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i i insta int is that I do
i lency: I think I referred fo that in the first instance. The point is that I
not *g;;kntxhchleelil: ":a.nythinl;;1 Ii.kelgeneml feen(m)efnt yet ai; ttl‘: Wh?tl‘:zrb;natrlllz n{i;;tc;llmlﬁ;;l::t;gg
f seats there is to be a numerical basis at all. course if there is v b
;u:tit: que:ticl;:l arises whether the basis should be the number of voters or the number of olal
population. About this, again, there is much controversy, though my personal opinion 1e tha

the voter basis is the more Jogical of the two.

Tee ALIEN QUESTION.

Mr. Niven raised the question of the unenfranchised aliens who were enfranchised in other
British Colonies. . )

His Excellency: Well, that is a very cm(x)l(flicated_ question, snd it scems to me that ﬁ;n
Order in Council, or whatever instrument introduoes this new Constitution, will have to confine
itself to the matter in hand, and there will be no opportunity of incidentally reforming anomalies
1 the laws generally, and that that is a matter which must be left for the elected Legislature
to deal with, . . ) .

Mr. Niven snid he understood that Sir Richard Solomon several sessions ago said that this
was & question which the Legislature of the country could not deal with. He forgot the reason.

His Excellency: I do not remember exactly, but it seems t0 me a Tather inconvenient wa
of dealing with it to lug it into the instrument which creates an elected Legislature. I thin
it is & side issue. 1 do mot mean to say that I don’t agree; I am personally strongly in favour
of one naturalisation law for the whole Empire, I think it is most regretable that a man
should be a British subject in one portion of the eamth’s surface and not in another. Bui
cortainly in order to get rid of that altogether would require concwrrent action on the part
gf t}l)xe mperial Parliament and the Parliaments of all the Colonies. It is most desirable, no

oubt. '

Mr. Roy, on behalf of the deputation, said they highly appreciated the information His
Excellency ﬁ,ad imparted, and he hoped at a later date thatthe otEer branches of the association
would be able to make representations in some jeint form,

This concluded the proceedings.

No. 7.
Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. L.YTTELTON.
(Received February 4, 1905.)

Sm, Governor's Office, Johannesburg, January 16, 1905.
Wirh reference to my despatch of the 9th instant* I have the honour
to enclose, for your information, newspaper cuttings on the subject of Representative
Government in the Transvaal.
I have, &c.,

MILNER,
Governor.

Enclosures in No. 7.

(1)
“ Leaver,” January 10th, 1905.

No Demayps,
Lorp Mruner 1o Mg, Borua,
Tae Recexr InTERVIEW.

Pretoria, Monday (Reuter).—With regard to“ Land en Volk's ” recent statement i
the result of the conference between Lord Milner and the Boer ieaders on the Is?zb?ettcg}mﬁm:r?

:ﬁrt;l_t;xiive Government, General Botha has handed Reuter the following correspondence for publi-
ion ;-

High Commissioner's Uffice, December 30

Dear General Botha,~I regret the appearance of a misleading statement in the p;eisgﬂéith
regard to our recent interview, You and your friends came to me o wy own request. You made
no * demands, but simply discussed informally and in a most frank and reasonable spirit a
number of points with regard to which I consulted you in connection with the proposal to give
representative institutions to the Transvasl. The conversation resulted in no definite conclusion
It was never intended that it should. Tt differed in no respect from g similar conversation which
I have had on various occasions with other representative men, from whose judgment and
esperience of the country I hoped to derive guidance on this important subject. 1 have no wish
to shirk my own responsibility in this matter, but surely it is only reasonable that in advisin
His Majesty's Government on o matter of this importance, I should try to acquaint myself witﬁ

’ N"_’ 3. 1 See page 8.
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the views of leading men of all sections of the community. I am : i
et munity. grateful to your friends, as
well as to others who have been willing to help me in this matter, and I feel bound to prevent,
as far 23 T can, their action being misinterpreted. Therefore, if you think fit to give publicity
to this letter, you are at complete liberty to do so.—Yours very truly,
Mrunze.

(eneral Botha replied 40 Lord Milner's communication in the following termes:—

) . Pretoria, January 7, 1905.
His E’xcellency Lord Milner,—I have the honour to acknowledge the mcei%t of Your
Excellency’s letter of the 30th December, in which Your Excellency expresses regret at the
sppearance of misleading statements in the press with regard to our interview, We, on our part,
have felt greatly annoyed with these statements, as they are absolutely false in every particulur,
and, as Your Excellentéy will probahly have seen, one of the gentlemen who were present at the
interview has already denied in the press the accuracy of the statements. I have therefore all
the more pleasure in adoptmi Your Excellency’s suggestion of publishing, and thanking Your

Excellency for making it.——I have the honour fo be, Your Excel?ency’s obedient servant,
Boxma.

General Botha also contradicts “ Land en Volk's” statement to the effect that a split had
occurred between Mr. A. D. Wolmarans and the other Boer leaders. General Botha euys the
relations between all the Boer leaders with regard to their policy have mever been more
harmonious than at the present junoture,

(2)
“Raxp Damy Mam,” January 11th, 1905.
Tur * ResronsisLes.”
A Secown Drrurarion To Lorp Mnxer.

. A deputation from the Trausvaal Responsible Government Association waited upon Lord
Milner yesterday morning. It consisted of Mr, E. P. Solomon (President of the Association),
Mr. Thos. Culliman (Vice-President), Messrs. Hy, Adler, R. Goldmann, Geo. A. Hay, and
D. Dulgety (hon. secretary).

No representatives of the press were present, but last night we received the fallowing account
of thet proceedings from Reuter's Johannesburg Agency, and we believe that this record is
correct : —

The deputation urged upon Lord Milner that the conferring of Representative Government
would not meet the requirements of the people nor the requirements of the country, and that the
only way of securing the support of the Dutch and all secticns of the community was to confer
immediate Responsible Government. If the British Government forced Representative Govern-
ment upon the Transvaal against the will of the majority of the people, the deputation believed
that it would alienate the Dutch section of the community, as well as a large section of the
British vesidents. ‘

The questions of qualifications for voters and the electoral districts, and the automatic
adjustment of seats through the increased Oﬁulation were also discussed. The deputation
suggested that the qualification should be al{) ritish males over twenty-one years of age, and
affer a bona fide residence of from twelve to eighteen months, also either owning property of
the value of £100, or in receipt of an income of £50 per annum, or occupancy of a house of
annual rental value of £25. Lord Milner said that those qualifications were practically the same
as had been suggested by other parties, and that he personally favoured a residential clause.

It now iranspires tﬁat it was the original intention that the interview with Lord Milner
wag to be of a private nature, at the request of the association. Enquiries have elicited that in
replying to the deputation Lord Milner stated that so far as he (Loxd Milner) understood the
intentions of the ]I)mperial Government, it had been settled thal a perind of representative
institution should precede the grant of full self-government. Further, that it was not in Loxd
Milner's own power to decide the question, and he had no instructions to consider the proposal
of the granting of a full measure of self-government, So far as Lord Milner understood the
matter, the utmest which would be granted in that direction was a Legislature in which all the
members were elected by the people, and an Executive nominated by the Crown. .

Lord Milner was also of tﬁe opinion that it was possible that in course of time certain of the
elected members of the Legislature might be added to the Execntive. Lord Milner said that as
regards automatic adjustment of seats he was quite in favour of the suggestion, but the question
of the electoral districts was a very difficult matter, and it was receiving the Home Government's
and his careful attention. His Ixcellency said that he hoped that the Responsible Government
Party would, however, work under the scheme he had mentioned.

3)
“ 8rar,” January 11th, 1905,
REsPONSTBLE GGOVERNMENT,
YrsrerpaY's DEPUTATION.

Reuter's Johannesburg Agency informs us that the report, published in our issue of
yesterday evening, of the proceedings of the interview between the deputation from the

21251 D2
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i iati «d Milner i f the delegates
onsible Government Association and Lord Milner, was obtained from une of the,
fl;ﬁsnl: the association, who was present at the interview. It has since transpired that it wa: tlﬁz
original intention that the interview with Lord Milner was to be of a privale nature, a
uest of the association, ) ) .

e Further inquiries have elicited that, in replying to the deputation, Lord Mﬂner'stﬁteéi I’;:hat
%o far as he (Lord Milner) understood the intentions of the Imperial Government, it lfﬂ een
settled that a period of representative institutions should precede the grant of tull se -go:ler]?-
ment. Further, that it was not in Lord Milner's own Yower to decde the question, an ‘;
(Lord Milner) had no instructions to consider the proposal of the granting of a full measure o
self-government. So far as Lord Milner understood the matter the utmost which would })e
granted in that direction was a Legislature in which all the members were elected by the people,
and an executive nominated by the Crown., ‘ ] _ '

Lord Milner was also of the opinion that it was possible that in pourse of time certain of the
elected members of the Legislature might be added to the Executive, i X

Personally, Lord Milner favoured the suggestion of a residential clause regarding qualifi-
eation of voters.

(4l)
“Ranp Dawy Mar,” January 14th, 1905.
‘ Trave UnioNIsa,
OxeANISATION 4ND Porirics.

A good audience met in the Transvaal Arms Hall last night under the auspices of the United
Operg’;i&ve Bricklayers’ Society of South Africa (Johannesburg branch), when AMr. J. Pitman
resided.
d Mr. Peter Whiteside addressed the meeting on the labour, the social, and political aspects
of trads unionism, He commended the Trades Hall scheme, and said he hoped to see that hall
become the corner house of labour. Considering the pecnliur conditions of Johannesburg, it
was obvious that they must take a very keen interest m the political aspect of the case. A4
present there were two political parties in the town—the Progressives, and what might be called
the whole-hoggers—those who wanted immediate Responsible (rovernment. He had no sympathy
with the Progressive Party and their desire to have an interregnam of one or two years before
they got full political institutions. They would remember that in the days before the war when
they were agitating strenuously for political rights, the ery was that the Dutch should trust
the Uitlanders. Had the franchise, which was uitimately offered by President Kruger, been
gﬁcepted. the population would have had greater political rights than in any British Coleny in
€& Wworld.

Alr, R. Shanks said it stood to reasou that only by combination could any common object be
attained. He emphasised the point that the wage question was not the only one in which trade
unionists should take an interest. They ought to take keen interest in the development and
politics of the country in which they lived. The present was a time when he might appeal
to them to take a greater interest in politics than in the past. They had been told that they
were to huve a new political system introduced into the country, and that they would have a
broad-based franchise. How much thoui;ht had they given to the matter since that announce-
ment was made some months ago? Political Associatione had been formed—the Responsibles
and the “Irrespongibles "-—and they had to make up their minds whether they would be the
one or the other. In the countries they had left they had all exercised their political responsj-
bilities, and were they mow to turn round and say they preferred the irresponsible attitude?
Unless th? exercised their minds more in the political direction than they has done in the past
they would find they had missed their opportunities, and had allowed the erection of system
which their descendants would not thank them for. In his opinion the question had been shelved

too long, but now it was coming forward, and he appealed to th i 1
Yo long, but wow & unionism.g ppe em 10 extend their interests beyond

Mr. H. W. Sampson also addressed the meeting.

%.)
“Raxp Damy Mar,” January 14th, 1905.
ProcressIvE Assocurios MaNirEsro,
Issvep Yesrerpay.

The following Manifesto has been issued by the Transvaal Progressive Association ;-

{1) On January 10 a deputation representing the Johannesburg Branch of the Transvaal

Progressive Association waited on His Excellency the Ij i i
n clatl y the High Commis . i
in the new Constitution of the Transvaal of principles whﬁ:h would, fségnajll' Fi)mlz;,g;l:tlzl: tlllllec lvl:'illft:}

ithabitants of this country on a basis of ahsol i i
that there is a real dangeg that this may zoiob:t?lrfgelfahty‘ The reply of His Excellency shows

One Yore Oxe Vavor,

(2) The question as to whether we should have g i :
Government for the next few years is a matter of bemp"::ll"ym;i?ltﬁg&ig reialgo%:.ltble form of
<an have no enduring consequences so far as the futur, 3 pewportance, which

sentative to Responsible Government may be effected bg gsﬁgﬁgrgfe %i]e ggi %huaingfe f;);?n I;iﬁﬁ'
i -
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-sions of the Constitution granted now will in all probability continue in force under Responsible
Government. That being the case, it is clear that in framing the new Constitution we are
-dealing with factors and conditions which are in the nature of foundations which will endure in
themselyes, or their results, for generations. Under these cireumstances the members of the
deputation felt that the matters dealt with were of such vital importance to the future welfare
-of the Transvaal that the public were entitled to the fullest information as to what is taking
place. 8o far the deputation of the Progressive Association constitutes the first and only public
representation that has been made to His Excellency regarding the new Constitution. His
Excellency, however, intimated that there was in existence a strong body of opinion opposed to
the adoption of the principle of one vote one value, and the Executive of the Transvaal fmgma-
aive Association considers it its duty to enter an emphatic protest against any weight being given
to secret representations on a matter of such grave public importance. Tﬁe white inhabitants
of the Transvaal are entitled to know who the parties or persons are who oppose the adoption of
‘principles which would establish and maintain equal rights and equal privileges for each voter
‘wherever aituated,

. (8) Several matters were dealt with at the interview, and it is evident from the reply of
His Excellency, Lord Milner, that certain of the proposals submitted by our deputation will
‘in all probability be included in the new Constitution. Se we do not propose to further refer
to these points for the present. There are, however, as we have already intimated, certain
-essential and fundamental principles which may not be included unless the pressure of a consider-
:able body of public opinion is brought to bear on His Majesty's Government without delay.

Essenrrar Porvrs.
(4) The essential points {0 which we refer are:—

(a) Equal electoral districts, so that each member of the new Legisiature represents an
eq}111a1 number either of the voters or of the white population of the country. In
other words, supposing provision is made for 30 elected members and that the
registration shows that there are 60,000 voters in the Transvaal, then 30 consti-
tuencies should be formed containing as near as ean be 2,000 voters each: or,
should a population basis be preferred, and taking the white population of the

. Transvaal to be roughly 300,000, then 30 constituencies should be formed containing
a3 near as can be 10,000 white inhabitants each. )

(b) Automatic redistribution of constituencies pericdically, say, every four years, without
reference to the Legislature. This is absolutely necessary in order fo permanently
maintain electoral districts on a basis of equality.

The embodiment of these principles in the Constitution will, we hold, place our parlia-
mentary institutions on a sound basis for all time.

Let us examine the two recommendations mentioned more in detail and see what are the
.arguments for and against their adoption.

Erecroran DistrIcTs.

&?) Equal Electoral Districts on & Numerical Basis, preferably voters.
his principle prevails in the United States, Canada, Australian Commonwealth, and many
Furopean countries. It is simple, free from complications, and is generally recognised as being
fair and just. i

It hajs been suggested that it might be advisable to retain some of the old Volksraad divisions,
even if this should entail giving these districts considerably better representation than they
would be entitled to on & purely numerical basis. o )

Any such departure from the principle.of equal electoral districts would, we are convinced,
‘give rise to dissatisfaction. If such a consideration as the retention of old Volksraad districts
13 to be taken into account, then a large section of the population could with reason claim favoured
treatment for the districts which bear the brunt of the taxation of the country. It can hardly
be argued that contribution to the gemeral revenue is a less important consideration in this
country than the retention of old boundaries. Once a departure from the principle of equal
.electoral districts is made, it is practically impossible to lim:t the considerations which are to be
taken into account. For insfance, the Commission appointed in 1897 in Cape Colony to enquire
into the practicability of securing better representation in the House of Assembly, whilst agreeing
that the most important consideration in weighing the claims of each electoral division should be
the number of voters, considered that * some allowance should be made for such considerations
as its (the division's) density or sparseness of population, for its identity of interests, for its
.extent of area and value of property, and for intelligence.” ) . )

It is felt that the task of the officials entrusted with the formation or revision of consti-
tuencies will be rendered extremely difficult if they are to tuke into account any consideration
.other than white voters or white population. In fact, it would be humanly impossible for such
officials to give satisfaction in the exercise of any latitude that may be giver them to depart from
the princi;ﬁe of equal electoral distriets. To give votes in one district a much greater value
than those in another is bound to lead to heartburning and discontent, and cause accusations of
favouritism ond gerrymandering to be made against the officials entrusted with the formation
of constituencies. Naturally the old boundaries, particularly those of the old field-cornet
districts, would be adhered to so far as that could be done without unduly violating the principle

.of equal electoral districts.
' Tae Krveen PoLicy.
To favour the country districts as against the towns would simply be a continuation of the

icy. fact, it might almost be said that the beginning of the troubles of the Kruger
‘%gggggg}:: ywaslgvhz;, lJin 1§86, the Volksraad deprived the towns of Pretorin, Rustenburg,
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; and Potchefstroom of due representation in the Volksraad (see note A). It is wise
{3 ffl?!) ‘\l:gming from the past in this mgpect, as the inhabitants of the towns of the Transvaal
would not like to be treated as inferior to the rural inhabitants of the country. This is not 8
matter which concerns only Johannesburg or the Rand, but equally all the towns of the Trans-
vaal. There is no defensible reason why the accident of residence should endow a voter in
Bloemhof or the Waterberg with greater electoral power than. a voter in Pretoria or Potchef-
straom. . ) L

It must not be forgotten that the Volksraad divisions (the retention of which in the new
Constitution is apparently being urged by some persons or parties) were laid out by the Kruger
Government with the avowed object of advantaging the country districts and swamping the town
and industrial populations. We may fairly claim to have that injustice not only redressed, but
. the repetition of it in the future rendered impossible under the new Constitution. It would be
nothing less than a erying scandal were the new Constitution to perpetuate even a few of the
anomalies of the old régime,

AvroMaric REDISTRIBUTION,

(6) Antomatic Redistribution of Seats—In a country where the European population may
fluctuate largely in certain districts in the course of a few years, it is absolutely necessary to
provide for an automatic increase of representation necording to the increase in the number of
voters. It has been found in America that ten years is too long a period to wait for adjustment of
electoral districts, and the recently created States have provided in their constitutions for a
census every five years, one census being taken by the Federal Government and the other by
the State. This enables them to have a redistribution every five years. (See note D.)

The provision for automatic redistribution is of the greatest importance to avoid the inter-
minable wrangling which must take place if the redistribution of seats has to be specially provided
for each time by a new law. We Eave the example of the Cape as a warning to us to avoid
this pitfall in the Transvaal. There would have been very much less race hatred at the Cape if
the provision contained in the Australian Commonwealth Constitution had been in operation
zind glaats had been redistributed periodically and automatically without reference to the

egislature,

The importance of providing for an automatic readjustment of constituencies in a new
country cannot be exaggerated, Take the case of the Premier Diamond Mine; we may in five
vears' time have a town of 10,000 or 15,000 white inhabitants in that neighbourhoed. ~Or take
the case of the possible creation of an iron industry in the Middelburg district, which may lead
ta the establishment in o short period of a town of 20,000 souls or more.

Now it seems most desirable that such towns should receive the constitutional right to repre-
sentation in the form of an automatic redistribution of seats without having o go cap in hand
andt 1193- from the legislature for a new measure of redistribution which would give them repre-
sentation.

His Excellency, the High Commissioner, pointed out that there appeared to be more
unanimity of opinion in favour of automatic redistribution, but that some seemed to think that
it was a difficult thing to put in an Order in Council. The difficulty mentioned would no doubt
be very great if the prineiple of equal electoral districts on s numerical basis were uot adopted.
If, however, the new Constitution provides for giving every vote the same value (or that each
member of the Legislature shall represent an equal number of the population) there should be
no more difficulty in providing in the Order in Council for an automatie redistribution of consti-

tuencies in the Transvaal than there was in the case of Canada and the Australian C -
wealth.  (See notes B and G.) ommen

Two Marx PrixcrpLes.

(7) Voters as a Basis of Bepresentation—It is suggested that electoral divisions,should be
formed on the basis of voters in preference to that of white population which prevails in America
Canada, and Australia. The basis of voters seems the fairest and the most logieal, and it has
this advantage: Voters are easy to count, and constituencies can therefore be readjusted as
often as desirable, and not after every census, which is a djrect gain in a country where the
population may fluctuate largely in the course of ten years.

_{8) The The two main principles we are advoeating—equal electoral districts on a numerical
basis and the automatic redistribution of seats—are not new. On Lord Durham’s recommenda-
tion (see note E) they were embodied in the Act ereating the Dominion of Canada (see note B
ﬁlﬂt rv;fire aéso, after n;ﬁ%h(thoug}tf %nd c?lx}slildfgation, provided for in the Constitution of the

an Commonwe see note (), whic tituti i
Engl:é:h_ ot o e e ) onstitution represents the most recent view of
1s important to point out that practically the only difference b
i;t;%:glspw(e Aﬂso;:mt]l}oncie s:lsl%ng folf and the system which prgvailsetize?mle}iig,ﬂgaEﬁ:s‘;?c}.
18 (see notes B, C an s ati istri whi
ot instoad of e populatgollg,t at the basis for the formation of electoral districts be white
(9) 1t is earnestly hoped that whatever constitution 18

that hus been fully considered from the Transvaal point of granted to this country it will be one

tvieyv. Nothing would be more likely
made constitution perpetuating antiquate isions intended 16 mest o unsulﬁe_d,’r_eady-.
wade constitu halfr; 1;;;1 i a% 3 lquated provisions intended to meet certain peculiarities of
- t(_It())lt.In fonclusmn, ﬂtlpt .whitedinhabitants of the Transvaal
patitutional means—petitions, deputations and resolutions at ublic i i
His %Iajets}fyts t(}“Jlrcwemmem'r with the vital importance for the presegt and Eﬁt:;iﬁgf?relgl :ﬁgs.
fl?:ir:] t?;nin; forethréev;ut(;)lggs?tutiunl should contain provisions establishing at the outset anltg
mentan qual electoral power and equal privileges for each voter wherever

are strongly urged to use every
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Tt would be disastrous to have promulgated for the Transvaal a constitution which was not
based on the principle of one vote one value—the ubsolute equality for all time of all the white
inhabitants of the country.

There is no time to lose; delay in moving in this matter may be fatal.

ANNEXES.
Note “ A
"Tue DiserancHisEMENT oF Pretonta, Rustexsuna, LYDENBURG, AND PoTcHEFsTROOM IN 1886,

The following is an extract from the leading columns of the “Transvaal Advertiser,”

published on the 4th August, 1886, with reference to the disfranchisement of the towns of

retoria, Rustenburg, Lydenburg, and Potchefstroom by the Volksraad on July 29, of the same
year, by 23 to 12 votes: —

': By a resolution passed by the First Volkeraud on Thursday last, the chief towns, including
the Capital, have been disfranchised. We do not know whether the course has been adopted as
a punishment for those centres of population being more energetie, wealthy, or intelligent than
the rural districts of the S.AR., but a more scundalous violation of right and justice can
scarcely be conceived than that involved in the curtailment of the representation in the
Volksraad of the wealth and intelligence which centres in the nrban population,

“ But the injustice thus devised is only equalled by the utter foﬁy and extreme danger of
the measure. If an enemy.of the Republic had proposed it and with Gladstonian wiles had
induced the Volksraad to give its sanction, we could have understood the motive and pitied the
<elusion. But it is not so, and the blow against the solidarity of the Republic has been struck—
not by an avowed enemy but by the pretended friends of freedom and independence. For what-
ever may be the difficulties engendered by this most mad and insensate action the count
will have to thank those members who are assuming to be the truly patriotic sons of the soil.
‘We had hoped from the recent policy adopted towards the gold fields that the Government and
Legislature had become aware of the inmevitable tendency of events, and were preparing to
turn it to the advantage of thescountry. But it appears that such is not the case, and the pre-
:_s_;cieﬂoe ghritch dictated the expenditure of nearly £30,000 upon the gold fields hus been exhausted
i the eitort.

“Jf the country—illiterate, prejudiced and poverty-stricken—is about to put itself againsg
the enlightened and energetic population of the fowns, it is not difficult to say what the end
will be. At this time of day, ans with all the advantages of experience, it might be thought
that the Volksraad would have hesitated before making such sweeping changes; but no, an
aceidental discussion oecurred, and the fundamental principle of the representation of the
people was changed after a few hours’ discussion and a measure passed which cannot fail to
produce results as dangerous to the maintenance of the present form of government as could be
easily devised. We are constantly hearing of intrigues being carried on against the Republic
and the Government, but the efforts of the intrigues—if such there be—would fall far short
of causing the damage which this short-sighted policy of the Raad is doing. It is an universally
accepted axiom in politics that where there is taxation there must also be representation. The
towns of the Transvaal contribute more largely than the other portions of the Republic to the
revenue of the State, Buginess is more active, and the amount of capital concentrated in the
trading centres is infinitely larger than that held in the outlying districts. Commercial com-
munities have interests more extensive and of more universal importance than the raisers of
cattle and the growers of foodstuffs in this country. And if only for the fact that they are
the means of distribution as well as accumulation they require to be specially well served in
the Legislature. Our Solons, however, have thought otherwise, and have deprived the chief
commercial centres of the shred of representation hitherto afforded by law and reason. )

“Tt may be quite true that so long as the Volksraad is constituted as at present, but little
advantage can be secured by the members representing the larger towns, Their best efforts
have been nullified by the man of ignorance who has been sent to represent the country districts,
but after all the urban members were making their influence felt, and the confession that it
was 80 i3 shown by the effort to eliminate intelligence and common sense from the compasition
«of the Raad. The French Republic has distinguished itself recently by an act as foolish and
short-sighted in_expelling princes from the soil of France, By so doing the day that shall
witness the dissolution of the French Republic has been hastened, and the ands of her enemies
have been armed and strengthened by the injustice which has been done to a few men of high
social position. How much more dangerous is it for our Government and Legislature to set
clan agninst clan in this country, What possible chance is there of the country progressing
under such a régime? Day by day the ranks of the disaffected are being strengthened, and
hour by hour they are forming a demand which will be heard, and thga.t. must be attended to by
the Volksraad and Government. And yet at this time in the very crisis of our fate the Legis-
Tature has chosen to set the town against the country by a contemptuous dlsm’egard of justice
and policy. It is satisfactory to see that our contemporary, the “Volksstem, has raised its
voice against this exhibition of jealousy and littleness, and there can be no (doubt that thg
wnrninF given, ‘the time may not be far off when they will deeply rue their short-sighte

n

spitefulness,’ will be fully justified by events.”
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Note “B.”
Cawapa.

On the completion of the Census in the year 187], and of each subsequent decennial censne-
the nepresentatié)n of the four Provinces shal{ be read%usted by such authority, in such mauner,
and from such time, as the Parliament of Canada from time to time provides, subject, nod

according to the following rules ;-

(1) Quebee shall have the fixed number of 65 members. |
(2) There shall be sssigned to each of the vther Provinces such a number of membere:
as will bear the same proportion to the number of its population (ascertained at
such census) as the number 65 bears to the number of the population of Quebec
so ascertained). ) .
(3) In the computation in the number of members -for a Province a frg.ctmnal part not
‘ exceeding half of the whole number requlslbe for entitling the Province to & member
shall be disregarded; but a fractional part exceeding half of that number shall
be equivalent to the whole number. .

(4) On any such readjustment the number of members for o Province shall not be reduced,.
unless the proportion which the number of the population of the Province bore to
the number of the aggregate population of Canada at the then last preceding
readjustment of the number of members for the Province is ascertained at the then
Intest census to be diminished by 1-20th part or upwards. .

(5) Such readjustment shall not take effect until the termination of the then existing:
Parliament—B.N.A. Aot 1867, section 51.

NOTE 'y C 1]
Tae AusTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH.
Coxstrrurion of Hotse oF REPRESENTATIVES.

The House of Representatives shall be composed of members directly chosen by the people
of the Commonwealth, and, the number of such memhers shall be, as neagy as practicable, twice
the number of the Senators. .

The numbers chosen in the several States shall be in proportion to the respective numbers
of their people, and shall, until the Parliament otherwise provides, be determined, whenever
necessary, in the following manner :—

(1) A quota shall be ascertained by dividing the number of the people of the Common-
wealth as shown by the latest statisties of the Commanwealth, by twice the number
of the Senators.

(2) The number of members to be chosen in each State shall be determined by dividing
the number of the ﬁeople of the State, as shown by the latest statistics of the
Commonwealth, by the quota; and if on such division there is a remainder greater
by one-half of the quota, one more member shall be chosen in the State,

(The Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act, 63 and 64 Viet. Part ITL, section 24.)

Nowz *D.”
CoxsTITUTION OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON.

Article 2.—Legislative Department.

Section 3.—The Legislature shall provide by law for the enumeration of the State in the
year 1835 and every ten years thereafter; and at the first session after such enumeration, and
also after each enumeration made by the authority of the United States, the Legislature 'shall
appor&;on tan;lh (hstrlf}:)t anfevy ;hﬁ’tmetmbersl 0‘;' theI Sdenate and the House of Representatives,
according to the number of inhabitants, excluding Indians no , soldi i
of the United States army and navy in active sen%ce. # taxed, soldiers, sallors snd offoers

Noms “B.”
LoeD Durman on Caxapa,

The history of Canada offers a most striking lesson to us at the res
Lord Durham went to Canada in 1838 hé found a bitter struggle, not ofp periilt(l:tipﬁgml?::: .of‘i?r::?
with the inhabitants of Lower Canada divided into two divisions of French aad English, with
t!le French in a considerable numerical majority. Lord Durham’s deseri ption of t%w l‘zmnoh
Canadians and the English Canadians, and the race-hatred that existed hetween them would
app}iy with absolute accuracy to the condition of the Dutch and English in South Africa to-da
Lord Durham recommended the establishment of one Responsible Government for Upper msyd’

Lower Canada, and the followi i i : . ;
we are considerir?é R lowing portion of his report has an important bearing on the subject

* As the mere amalgamation of the Hnuseé of Assembl i
: ) y of the two Pro
be advisable, or give at all a due share of representation to each, ‘gnlggilz;%ﬁﬁtgg;
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Commission should be appointed, for the purpose of forming the electoral divisions,
and determining the number of menibers to be returned, on the principle of giving
representation, us near as may be, in proportion to the population, I am averse to
everl‘/Pplu‘n that has been proposed for giving an equal number of members to the
two Provinees, in order to attain the tempoiary end of outnumbering the French,
because I think the saume object will be obtained without any violation of the
principles of representation, and without any swch appearance of injustice in the
scheme as would set public opinion, both in England and Anerica, strongly against
it; and Jbecause, when immigration shall have increased the Lnglish population
of the Upper Province, the adoption of such a prineiple would operate and defent
the very purpose it is intended to serve. It appears to me that such an electoral
arrangement, foundoed on the prosent provincin{)divisions, would tend to defeat the
purposes of union, and perpetuate the idea of disunion.”

Lord Durham’s advice of giving representation in propertion to pupulation was eventually
adopted-—Section 37 B.N.A Act 1867—and probably the adoption of this particular recommen.
dation has contributed more than anything else towards making the inhabitants of Canada the
united and contented nution they are to-day.

(6.)

“ Transvaay, Leaner,” January 16, 1905.

Resronsiny GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION,
SATURDAY'S INAUGTRAL DINvER.
Tue Presipext's SPescH.

A CoMPROMISE STGGESTED.

The inagural dinner in connection with the Trunsvaal Responsible Government Association
was held in the Grand National Hotel on Saturday night. The chair was oecupied by Mr, L. P,
Solomon (the President), and m large number of members of the Association attended. Among
the guests were: Messrs. E. P. Solomon (President), T, M. Cullinan (Vice-President), T. M. C.
Nourse (Vice-President), W. Kidger Tucker, C.M.G, M. R, Greenlees, J. W, Quinn, J. W, 8.
Langermann, B, Esselen, John Dougall, F. W. Spencer, W. A, MacFadyen, G. Adamson {editor,
* Rand Daily Mail”), J. T. Rabie, D. Strachan, R. Dawson (editor  Transvaal Leader ), C. K.
McKenna, Dav, Dalgety (Secretary), K. Dunbar Anderson, M. J. Farrell, Dr. J. Wright Matthews,
P. W. Tracey, Henry Adler, G. W. Paddon, R. J. Pakeman, C. Rissik, C. A. Wentzel, H. B,
Papenfus, C. Rooth, H. Crawford, W. Duxbury, Dr. Savage, X. L. McCowat, A. 8. Raitt,
R. Shanks, M. Bell, J. J. Viekers, A. Cook, W. Wybergh, Howard Pim, H. G, Soames,
Dr. Saunders, J. J. Jonnings, W. ¥. Savage, G. F. Savage, D, Meares, H. W. Adler, C. Powell,
C. Cory Kernick, J. H. L. Findlay, D. W. Coles, W. Routledge, E. Chappell, G. A. Mulligan,
J. Dowell Ellia, R, Goldmann, W. T. H. Frost, H. J. Hofnieyer, Dr. Squire, C. Short, P. G. ~
Shepherd, I, B, Greer, R. G. Campbell Pitt, Cullis Relly, C. Kleudgen, P, 0'Hea, J. Burger,
George Hurry, R. N. Conoelly, Dr. Bourke, Geo. A. Hay, C. C. Perring, J. J. Jennings, Louis
Corbally, L. Kdwards, A, Langebrink, I Brayshaw, J. H. Rainier, 1. J. Symington, W. Kidger,
E. W. Fergusson, C. de R. Canisius, W. de R. Canisins, A. Meischke, P. Dyer, A, Lucas,
0. J. J. van Wik, W. Fraser, H. de V. Steytler, T. Kleinenberg, C. E. Ward, D. Steyn,
H. Lorentz, E. 8. H. Williams, D. C. Smith, E. Danckwerts, J. MeIntosh, C. B. Gardner, A. E.
Steytler, J. B. Woolley, J. C. Adlam, W. H. Harrison, A. J. Yates, L. Charlston. Goch, Manfred
Nathan, B, Alexander, Lionel Cohen, J. Andrew Cohen, I. Y. Peel, T, O, Laing, R. V. Middleton,
Dr: McNeil, Fred, W. Bell, E. C. Lowe, R. Bertram, P. D, Bertram, Clem D. Webb, W. Goddard,
T. Casement, and De Witt Hamer. _

Apologies for ubsence were received from the following gentlemen: A. Johnston (Mayor
of Pretoria), W. M. Ldwards (Erugersdarp), J. J. Williams (Heidelberg), J. Rose-Innes
(Barberton), J. E. Neser (Klerksdorp), Liston R. Bateson (Schweizer-Reinecke), T. W. Beckett,
E. F. Bourke, J. G. van Boeschoten (Pretoria), R. C. Franeis, Dr. O'Reilly (Heidelberg), Charles
Jerome, J. Dale Lace, Abe Bailey, G. Halle (* Critic "), Xirnest Pitt, and Dr, Savage.

After the loyal toasts had been honoured,

Mr. M. R. GregxrEss.

Mr. M. R. Greenlees gave “ The Transvaal Responsible Government Association.” e said
he took it that all present were in favour of Responsible Government for the Transvaal, but the
only question was as to when it should be intraduced. (Hear, hear.) Their association said at
once. (Hear, hear.) He thought if a poll were tuken in this country and also in Great Britain
that the result in each country would be a substantial majority in favour of Responsibie Govern-
ment being granted, But the Britich Government, the lligh Commissioner, and a considerable
minority in the Transvaal said “ No; there must be a period of probation. Why should there
be? Was it becanse the Government distrusted the Boer? e did not think it was, if they
could not trust him now, how could they do g0 in_two, five, or {en years? '}}_mt wis not the
real reason of the delay. The real reason was that it was n tradition of the British Empire that
Representative Government should come before Itesponsible Government. (Hear, hear) It
had become a sort of premrdained system. Those who were students of (:ll.llﬁflfllfll)nﬂl history
knew this, but unfortunately a large party of people in this country did woet know 1t and
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I ‘hey were aski othi lutionary, but simply
they were not heing trusted. They were asking nothing revo ‘ /
:Eg:%l;tg stl;gpiug-stuue in th% constitutional history of this country be passed over, under very

xceptional cirenmstances.
e Mr. Soroaos.

i ' iatl hank you for the
Mlr. E. P. Solomon said: Mr. Greenlees, on behalf of the Associntion, I thank _

toastlf'ou have proposed this evering, and I thank you, gentlemen, for the lﬁlann;:r in w%]ltgll}niou
have responded to it. Before I proceed to speak fo it I would like to ma e a fow ptme i A EJ;
remarks, The first thing I wish to say is that we had two objects in asking you phn}ega b
to-night at this gathering. The first was to get closer acquaintance, closer union with fleqt ﬁ
of ours who are 1iving in other parts of the Transvaal, and whose sympathies are ld(]éll}tlz‘f wi
our own, The second object was to make known, not only within the four walls of this ssoctll?-
tion, but to make known throughout South Africa, and even beyond that—aye, to go to e
40 millions of people living in that little isle 6,000 miles away, that they also n_mﬁr nOw O
objects, our views, and our aspirations. We do not stop there, gentlemen; We wish our v]te“ 8,
objects, and aims to be made known to owr King. (Applause} We .‘,msh hmi t(({) npt\ﬂ'
what we want in this country, what Government we want, and if we plea mk
him we shall not have to wait very long. (Applause) I lave a few remar ]t:
to make which I hope will not be considered presumptive on my part. I wis
these remarks to refer more especially to members of this Association—a few words of advice—
and I say to them this: that in any of your conversations with these opposed to you on this
greal subject, or even if you have te express your opinion on a public platform, let your language
be moderate. But with all moderation let there be firmness. Let them know what we want
and what we intend to fight for in the future. (Applause.) _Another thing I ask is this: Do
not use personalities. Do not impute motives to persons. _Give them credit for having formed
their opinions from conscientious motives, And all I ask in return of them is that they do the
same, and give us credit for forming our opinions conscientiously. (Applause.) Not like
Mr. Orpen, who at Standerton the other day said there were a few ambitious men in the Trangvaal
who desired Responsible Government. A'few! If it had not been for the weather this evening
you would have seen a gathering on the Market Square which would have astonished the peaple
of the Transvaal—men imbued with a full sense of their interests and resgo;nslhllmes, who would
have gone there and by their vote shown you they were in earnest an intended to get what
they wanted. (Applanse.) I sympathised” with the promoters of that meeting, because the
weather has made it ‘mpossible to hold it, but a little thing like {he weather or a thunderstorm
cannot prevent us from going on with the work, and that meetirfg is to be held on Wednesday
next. I hope a lot of you will attend it and support the resolutions.

THE Rrval AsSoCIATIONS.

In dealing with the toast Mr. Greenlees has proposed to-night it will be necessary for me to
explain to you the objects of our Association, And in doing that I shall have to eriticise, or
rather compare our objects with the objects of xuother Association—the Progressive Associa-
tion, or-what I call the Retrogressive Association, (Laughter.)  Our objects ure as follows:
*To advocate the immediate establishment of Responsible Government in the Transvaal for the
following reasons: (1) That political stability and contentment ean only be assured by the
full admission of the prineiple that the wishes and the interests of the people of this Colony must
presail, subject only to the hi%hegst Imperial considerations. (2) That the growth of a vigorous
independent spirit in political life will inevitably be retarded by the establishment of any
system short of complete Responsible Government.” There you have in a few words not only
what the object is—the immediate introduction of Responsible Government in this country,
but, the reasons, in very small compass, why we want it. Now let us see the platform of the
Progressive Association, and let me say here that when I saw that association had formed, [
rejoiced, T was glad because your political life in this country cannot be very sonnd unless
you have opposition. The very essence of Responsible Government is opposition. By opposition
you get out from your opponepts everything that is necessary to make political life stirring in
this country, Now, gentlemen, let me tell you that in regard to these planks in the platform
of the Progressive Association, we are at one with them en, I think, five. I think they have
altered that clause about the flag. They have crossed out * flag” and changed it to “ maintain
the principle of Imperial union,” On that point we are at one with them, There is not a man
m this room, not a wan in our assoclation, who would dare to say he was not in favour of this;

if he did, he would leave our assoeiation to-morrow, (Loud applause.) Thei d plank
I shall leave until later. The next was, To uphold the pri cpp] tha vofers shall hay
the same privileges and their votes tne sa'me valug.” gree with thot. ] agT shall have

We agree with that. I told Lord Mj
at & meeting the other day that all voters myst be equal, Ngo one man should have a :ight 1«132?
ancther man. So we are at one with that. The fourth is, “To establish a firm and just Asiatie

and native policy, in aceordance with Transvaal ideas.” That is our lank, not thei i

to?_llhy()u why. 'fhey dare not, under the representative form of gnve?nme:;t, clafi}rlsn&atlrivgvi}%
it{:t out the consent of the British Government, (Hear, hear) With Self-Government, with
fesponsl!_)le_ Government, we have the right,  (Applause.) They have to ask Downing-street
or, permission. before they can elaim that. No. 5 15, “To su port any measure that tends to
make the Transvaal 4 white man’s home.” Who ig opposed to that in this reom? No one. “Typ
(i.ppose mter_ferenr-e in domestie affuire by party politicians elsewhere.” That i ours, How
il are th‘-‘.‘i,??l\. for that in their platform, for once we have Responsible Government in this éuuntry
-Omelpo i u:_l]zlu}bs dare not interfere, [f you have Representative Government in this country
your awsdwg e subject to veto at Home—] gm coming to the question of veto as Lord Milner
interpreted it later on—but when we have Responsible Government we dare them to

ith 8 1 8y it t[‘@llChOB p 1 'l 1 i \ i Yy 1 inteﬂe\fre
:“" us unle ; b8 upon mperia lntereats. rlhﬂt 18 the ] d 1
.-Vhlfll we pass laWS m thlsﬂﬂulltl’j Undel Reﬂllﬂllﬂib](ﬁ (I'IWBI']Illlent‘)“n']‘licullnllrestfji[e)I)rolseghdttothlelyﬂpﬁhu'llel.
lntcreats, theu the Impenal GO o

vernment steps forward and suys, Stop.”  The

attempted it in any other country, and never would in this country. No, 7 ig, ¢

have _never
0 rostriot the
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franchise to white people only.” That is ours. Now we come to th | headi i
ple only. 8. ® 200

platform—Representative Government. What do they mean by * Represent:l:tdivle}ea(tl)ggn?x?ez?ﬁ’l;
Has any man in this association ever dared to come forward and tell us what form of Representa-
tive Government they want? They dare not. They disagree amongst themselves ns to what
form of government they want, You have had Mr. Abe Bailey and Sir William van Hulstevn
echoing him 1n an Interview with “ South Africa” five months ago. Mr. Abe Bailey said the
form of government he wanted-hecause he was afraid of the Boers—was a form of government
by which the House of Parliament should be divided into two sections, one elected and omo
nommafgd. “’lhat was feebly echoed by Sir William van Hulsteyn. The same idea was given
out lzy Sir Gilbert Pnr}ger. What right he had to come in and interfere, I don’t know. (Laughter
aud “ 'We suy so, too.”) 1 defy these gentlemen—Mr, Abe Bailey, with all his wealth and hs
" cattle on a thousand hills,” as he says, to come to a public meeting—a representative publie
meeting, wot a packed one—and announce those views, and say that the policy Le favowrs is a
Parliament half nominated and half elected. I tell you he won't got five votes in the whole
nssembly.  (Applause.) T want to know what the Progressive Party wants—what form
of Representative Government they want. Responsible Government is also Repro-
sentative Government—it is pure Representative Government. The distinetion between
Responsible Government and what they call Representative Government is in this essentinl
principle: that the representative form of government, as they call theirs, is associated with
an irresponsible Ministry, With I{eS]jmnsible Government, which is also a representative form
of government, you have a responsible Ministry—responsible not only to Parliament, but io
the people, or, I should say, to the people through Parliament. And when the Government under
Responsible Government do not earry out the wishes of the people, they go, and the majority
in the House elect 2 new Ministry. What have you with what they call Representative Govern-
ment? You have a Ministry elected by the Crown, and that Ministry retains office as long as
the Crown pleases—'* subject to the pleasure of the Crown ” are the words, I think. No malter
what resolutions are passed adverse to their policy by members of the House, no matter how severe
are the censures from the House on the Minisiry, they retain their pesitions, subject to the
pleasure of the Crown. You have no right to turn them out; they remain there probubly
for life, Don’t tell me this is an imaginavy idea of mine. T bave lived in Cape Colony, where
I saw that thing done. I saw under a representative form of government votes of censure passed,
not onee, bui several times, on the last AMinistry, and they simply kept their seats and defied
Parliament and the People of the country. Is that the form of government you want for this
country? (Voices: * No.”) That was the essential difference.

Tue VEero.

Now we come to the question of the veto. Lord Miluer, in an interview he had with the
Progressive Party this week or last week, told them that the veto was the same whether it was
under Represeniative Government or Responsible Government. Gentlemen, I do not want to
put my views against a great authority like Lord Milner, but I tell vou, and I tell him, that
in theory he may be right but in practice he is not. (Applause.) The only time—as I have
told you already-that the British Government interferes with measures passed in a House of
Parliament where you have Responsible Government is when they trench upor the rights of
Imperial mterests, I do not know of a single occusion in Cape Colony where there was inter-
ference since Respousible Government, but there were numerous cases when they had Repre-
gsentative Government, Where this Government is they do interfere. Therefore in theory lfm'd
Milner was quite right, but in practice he was entirely wrong. (Hear, hear.) I know what
will happen next week. I, a small man, a unit in this assembly, in the community of Johannes-
burg, dare put my views against Lord Milner—I know what will huppen, and you will sce it.
I won't tell you now. (Voices: “Tell us.”)

Tes Proaressive CoNSTITCTION.

The question we have to decide in this country is whether we can be ruled by Downing-
street, influenced by politicians all over the United Kingdom, or whether we are going to rule
our own affairs in this country, Whether the people of this country are going to be ruled by
the people—that is the point you are going to decide to-night. I am told by men who don't
agree with me: “ Don’t worry; there is practically no difference between us.” T tell them that
if they call that no difference, they don’t understand the question. The difference is most vital
in my opinion as to whether you men of intelligence ure going to rule this country and puss Taws
without interference, or whether you are going to be dictated to from Downing-street by a number
of politicians who don’t know you, your affairs, or cir¢umstances. {Applause.) A deputation
of the Progressive Party attended on Lord Milner, and a deputation from ours also attended.
To-day I see in the public Press a new Constitution—that a new Constitution has been issued
by the Progressive l?arty which practically is simply their ideas as to_what franchise should
be granted; their idens s regards redistribution, and a few other points of that kind, and
then to pag the whole Constitution they take an extract from a newspaper leading article of 1886,
probably written by some irresponsible E&l‘aon, because editors of papers then were not the
closs of men they are to-day--it wag probably a man practically unknown and of no experience-—
und yet they attach this leading article to their Constitution. In an interview we had with Lerd
Milner, we also touched upon the same question, and 1 may tell you that there is very slight
difference with regard to tEe qualification of u voter. But before we go to that, we must know
whot Constitution we are to have, We are asking to know what Constitution is to be setiled,
and wo say we can do no more. Naw we are told by Lord Milner in an interview, that * apart
entirely from any personal opinion, I have received instructions from the Home Government fo
moke what suggestions L can, and to throw all the light T can upon the execution of what is
{heir settled po%icy, which is to introduce a form of Representative Legisluture eIectgd by the
people with an Executive which will continue for a time fo be appoinied by the Crown.
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That evl s the form of Government they are going to give. If that is what thef
Britiflllm(tmi:elrgxttjxit liss going to give us it will not meet with the requirements of thljaQL cowimtry,
it will not meet with the approval of the mujority of the people of this country. ( pi) a}a)gtsJ:a.)
I go further aud say that it that measure is forced upon us it will engender the mos fl t}ir
feclings in the community, sud will cause disruption amongst the English portions of the
Transvaal. (Applause.) And I tell you why I say that. If that form of G‘rovemmer]nt g given
to us, at the very first election which tukes place, we who are in favour of Responsible I?ve]xjnu
ment will join hands and stand as one man in this country. We will elect men to that hm' 19-
ment who will support the immediate introduction of Responsible Government. (C eers_sﬁ
There will be no split then amongst the Responsibles, as they want to boast about, but we wi
stand together on that great question and return men pledged to carry at the first session a
Responsible Government Constitution for this country. And if that be so, I tell you, gentlemen,
we will return a majority in that Parliament, and where are they then? You pass a resolution
to adjourn the House, and ask the English Government to decide the steps they are going to
take on that measure, or otherwise you block every measure the Government introduces; you
stop their supplies until you force them to give you what the majority of the House ts.reﬁolved
upon. (Cheers) I am told by my friends on the other side that that is very un-English; that
it is mot fair. My reply is: "It is polities, and it is the right of the majority of the country
to rule and carry their resolutions into effect.” Where is the unfairness of that? As a matter
of principle in politics, we would be justified, if that resolution were carried, to block every
resolution of the Government, and what is the position of the Government then? Powerless;
and, like everything else powerless, useless for any good. And what is a Government for bu-;
to frame laws for the progress of the country. If they cannot do that, what is the use of them!
They are there simply as dummies, who can’t carry a single measure, and that is the great
drawback of your representative form of government; whereas, under Responsible Government,
you would turn them out and put in men supported by the majority in the House who had
carried the resolution. (Applause.)

Dancers Aneap.

But hefore I go further let me tell you, if this election takes place, what the result will be.
The result will be that you create ill-feeling amongst our personal friends. There will be
disruption amongst the Knglish section of this community, and there will he the alienation
of the Dutch population. And once this disruption and alienation occurs, it will take years to
bring them into the position they formerly occupied. (Applause.) Are these men going to
take this responsibility for the sake of one solitary year? I think not.

Witntam Porter’s Qrisiows.

I am not going to give you my views entirely on this question; I am going to give you
the opinions of two men—two of England’s most famous statesmen—and I am going to ask
you to follow their views, their opinions, and if you do, you cannot go far wrong. 'The first
opinion I will quote is the opinion of 2 man whom few in this room probably know by name,
and whou still fewer have even seen—the late William Porter, of the Cape Colony. (Applause.)
I am going to give you a very brief sketch of who William Porter was, for those wﬁo never
heard of him. It requires a more eloquent tongue than mine to give a sketch of that great
mans career—his ability, and his genius—and therefore I will be brief in telling you who
William Porter was. In stature he was 2 grand man, whe stood over six feet in height, and
when last T had the honour of seeing him I could not but admire him. His hair was white as
snow, and he looked a picture of a man. He was Attorney-General for the Cape Colony in the
Cape Government for, I believe, nearly twenty vears, William Porter as a genius was a giant,
Had he remained in England and taken part in the politics of that country, he would have stood
in the very first rank of the giants of his day in tﬂat country, He was 2 man honoured and
respected far and wide throughout South Africa, and you have only to mention his name in the
Cape Colony to-day, although he has been dead nearly thirty years, to see it received with respect
by every man in the community. When he retired from the Attorney-General's office he was
elected immediately as senior member for Capetown, and he took a leading part in the greal
fight the Cape Colong had for Responsible Government. He stood side by side with men like
Sir J. Molteno and Saul Solomon, who fought the battle for Responsible Government in the
("ape, and carried it. When the resolution was carried, the Guvernment asked the Attorney-
'(;‘reueral, Mr. Griffiths, to introduce a Bill to give effect to it. Mr. Griffiths refused to do so
T'hat, as I told you, was under g representative form of government, (Laughter) No Attorney-:
General would dare to refuse a command of that sort under Responsible Government. (Hear
hear.) The Govemmergt then sent for William Porter, and asked him to draft a Bill, Tt was
duly drafted, and remaing on the Statute Book of the Cape Colony to-day. He introduced the
measure in the House, and in his intmductmy remarks, among otier things, he said thut from

en to the ecore. I will read you very

. ) ing that measure; mber
only was he a man of intellect, but of an experience f ¢ jind remember, not

] ' f twenty vears, He said: While T
am for Responsible Government, I do aot i 0' 2 A, f miracles |
pist. L slo et s ghpmer e Re:xpect 1t to work wonders—no, tha age of miracles is

; . ! ) ponsible Government all the mountajn ps i

;Jl;lr;u‘(égoia;uaﬁ](}n;hiﬁiv;;smfglggd; %hdo _r]mt sIa,g('l that it you give us Respnnsi!blepgz?e:;ﬂegi

b overed with rails, 0 not expect that; but I do expect th

vigour and fresh energy will be infused into the bod i hat 1t will opary e Garel

. y politie, and that it will o

for:&:fautll on t]-l.f}] path of progress. 1 have always held the view that towwnrq?rgé’ptrléSeSt{)z}?il:'z

;l;: ]t }116‘ 1::15 ]“ it fmut Rc:spc_mm‘l))]c an'ermnmn.t is a ragh and o dangerous experiment.” These
ords of a man with 20 years experience.  You should benr them in mind ag worda of
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value. In conclusion he said: “J -

delivered my views in this vere [t oy OF0 part it is now more tha ;
much has 05(: cufx:z ltll tbk]'a very hall.  Nothing has aceurred since to wlzatl::; 3;?1?8 it tha; 1
career opened to Coluniallinfthen them. I wish to see a strong Executive; I xxsr?s}: ‘:Ws, ut
public services in it the alent, and to see the character of Parliament raised by mak? ﬂeiha
benefits which the Austs ]_t?noumhle road to high political office; and believing as I do ng the
South African Colony isa ]mn aﬁ“] Canadian Colonies have struggled for and won, and thalilzl th'e
also possess that witho ta "fﬁ-a le to struggle for and win, I wish this Cape of Good Hope 18
a snare-] mean n Resjlo“ h ll)tih lp[.'l.rl_lan.tentall“,)‘ mstitutions become a mockery, a delusi{?n 1::::?1
people.”  He tells you ’3 1;1:;11{ & Ministry, possessing the confidence of the Legislature: and the
30 years ago, and 1t is tiﬂa fn;‘llx)ll'fiffergzt}gzl ggzsrxﬁliﬁt wasg é\ nlmck(iary, a delusion, and a snare

- i W i \ & g o

a delusion which they want to force on the people of this izu lft‘; ;I:t ithl:ae;r:zzegi gal‘?ocl\el) and

Lorp Durman.

I am going away from Sonth Africa no : ; i .
?IfJ 0% mﬁn ]1]11{e Loréi Du]r};am. (Applause.) WA?aoabl;?gf?'in}réﬁc%g:';gsltgtgﬂuﬁ %1?)& {gfisogé;looxr;
{ urbam i Canada) was written, I would like to say that Cunad i o
into two-portions--Upper and Lower Canada, A : y that Cunada at that {ime wag d1v1ﬂed
watuly, f mot. entives b ooty canada. s a matter of fact, Upper Canada wag inhabited
'(Iil;e;;h&z;t)l beeg, :taﬁ yo};l i;gronf', E revol?ltlizlfll—bt]}?ec:'g’hzrlllda Eggigeg?a?t?é E}s;mF:;?]]&};\'S:?x?saiﬁgl >
! ~an e state of matters became very extreme. Practically ch i in
Canada. The two sections of the community—a yh e in this contry tlso e reigned in
heads upon every matter. They suspecte s e oave in this country alse- -wete at logge.r .
every department of life. LnrrlyDurﬁa,m gv;sa%gllgﬂtlgrb:n:cllg“}c? si:zdwgithigh .tr(ials%n, bt in
to give you an idea of what French Canada was at that time T will Tead 11'e wul( Oid g
you to read the word *“ Boer” instead of “ French Canadian,” and see ifa it lls wmtsiita N “;‘ e
cling to ancient prejudices, ancient customs, and ancient ]:awé not frc:u rages nt0 ' 1he¥
their -beneficial efieets, but with the unreasoning tenacity of an uneducated (;‘ ? unpragressiv
people. Nor were they wanting in the virtues of a simple and industrious life :)1; _lu;}p;mgresﬁ;ilvﬁ
common consent attributes to the nation from which they sprung. It is not L 113’: t S Conceiy
how greatly the evils which I have described as previously e\;%étjn have 1;1 \ aggra cotr;?lexge
the war, how terror and reveng® nourished in each portion of ‘the g uiqtio eenbgﬁgravad .
concilable hatred to each other, and to the institutions of the countp ’ "l‘henF?e 1her an] im'
who had for some time exercised a great and increasing power throu?l’{ the mediuﬁf nfp{)}?uﬁ Juso
of Assembly, found their hopes unexpectedly prostrated in the dust.” Then he goes mfla tomma
that the two sections in the country “ rarely meet at the inns in the cities; the %inci al ]:mtEl aly
are almost exclusively filled with Euglish and foreign travellers, and the Frer?ch ar?a for ti:
most part received at each other’s houses or in boarding-houses, in which they meet with few
English.” He then goes on to tell us: “I will not dwell on the melancholy scenes exhibited
in. the progress of the contest, or the flerce passions which held an unrestrfeted sway durin
the insurrcction, or immediately after its suppression. It is not difficult to eonceive hm?v reatlg
the evils which I have deseribed as previously existing have been aggravated by the waf' 11013;
terror and revenge nourished in each portion of the population a bitter and irree()mcilqble hatred
tn each other, and to the institutions of the country. In such a state of feelings the course of
Civil Government is hopelessly suspended. No confidence can be felt in the st’ability of any
existing institution or the security of present property. It cannot occasion surprise that this
state of things should have destroyed the tranquillity and happiness of families; that it should
have depreciated the value of property, and that it should have arrested the settlement and
improvement of the country. Without a change in our system of Government the discontent
which now prevails will spread and advance.” They were under a Representative form of
Government remember. 1le continues:“ It is difficult to understand how any English statesman
could have magined that Representative and Irresponsible Government could be successfully
combined. It has never been clearly explained what are the Imperial interests which require
this complete nullification of Representative Government. It was a vain delusion to imagine
that by mere limitations in the Constitutional Act or an excltisive system of Government strong
in the consciousness of welding the public opinion of the majority could regard certain portions
nf .the provincial revenues as sacred from its contral.” (It is the same way here,)
“TIt needs no change in the principles of Government, nd invention of a new
constitutional theory to supply o remedy which would, in my opinien completely

_remove existing political disorders.” Then he goes on to illustrate that the form of Government
which should be introduced was Responsible Government. (Ilear, hear.) The state of that
country then was infinitely worse than the state of this country. I can take General Botha
into the Rand Club, and you will see gentlemen there welcoming him, and who are glad to see
him. That was not the stale in Canada.  They were at loggerheads and suspicious of each other
—opposed at every meefing and every assembly, in the streets and everywhere, You have only
{o read this report—one of the finest ever written by a statesman from England~to find the

What was the result? For once the British Government accepted the counsel given

onsible Government : T will now read the editor’s
urham's hopes in one sense were never realised :

It is impossible to destroy a white-

position.
them, und a Bill was passed to give Canada Res
notes as to the effect of that: ** It is true that
the Jnglish and the French races have never fused into one.
nation, and the French of Cenada retain their language, their religion, and their cherished
customs. But {he two races, sensible of their own common dangers, and not unresponsive to
a large-hearted policy, were uble to live in amity until in the fulness of time the legislative
union of the twn Canudas gave way to the Great Federsl Dominion of 1867.” That was the
result-—-although the twoe nations did not tuse into ene, they worked together harmoniously. The
bitter feelings and enmities were sup ressed, and Canada yl'ogrcused and becams a Dominion,

That was the work of & statesman like Durham. (Applause.
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Errrarus,

is son-in- ord Elgin, left Canada—be had been appointed Governor--he said
this "Yglfﬁlrl;:;nioﬂuldn t}::z’lmliined tng kuow nothing of British, French, or Canadian pa‘l"tles, but
to look upon them all as Her Mnjesty’s subjects.” (Loud cheers) That is the point, fl!:ere ﬁ'as
no distinction, They were equal in Durham’s eyes. No matter what their descent “aai, they
were British subjects. (Applause.) The editor of this re ort says: H.’lﬁ'i‘ wise counse] s as
useful now as it was then, and its fruit may be as splendid.”  El TIn SAyS Let them feel fhu‘i
their religion, their habits, their prepossessions, their prejudices, it you will, are more considere
and respected here than in other portions of this vast continent, and who will venture to sxl?' that
the last hand which waves the British flag on Arerican ground may not be that of a French
Canadian?” The editor says: “ Seventy years have passed; the storms of faction are spent,
and Durham sleeps in his quiet grave. The western winds, blown from Capadian shows, visit
his resting-place, and, it may be, bear him tidings of the nation which his noble mercy ang
his wisdom made free and loyal. Let British statesmen for ever praise aud imitate his example.
(Loud applause,) I wish that Lord Milner could sce eye to eye with Lord Durham in this matter.
(Applause) If Lord Milner could sce eye to eye with Lord Durham as regards
this Colony, some historian in the future might write of him: “The storms of faction are silent,
and Milner sleeps in his quiet grave, The southern winds blown from South African shores visit
his resting-place, and, it may be, bear him tidings of the nation which his noble mercy and his
wisdom made free and loyal.” (Applause.) If Lord Milner could see eye to eye—but until
then he will not have that epitaph to his memory. “ ‘

Every Canadian knows and feels that be is a free man; that he has equal rights with the
latest arrival from England to Canada’s shores. He knows that his rights and his responsibilities
are as much as those of the men who arrived the day before. He knows that as long as that flug
flies on his country e is a free man in every sense of the word. Not so here. You have not
the same rights and liberties, and you will not have them if you have Representative Government.
I ask you thinking men, with the opinjons of men like Porter and Durham condemning this,
if an antiquated form of Government like this will suit the intelligent people in this country?
(Voices: “No; decidedly not.”) I do not know a single Colony but has been glad when they got
rid of it and got Responsible Government, and if this is forced uaon ug notwithstanding that
the majority of the people are against it we must use that form of Government as a lever to get
the other. (Applause,)

v

Postrion ov e Boer,

I will now deal very briefly with Responsible Government, I have tried my best to find
vut what are the real objections to its introduction. My friend, Mr. Greenlees, has given one
to-night which never struck me. The only two I was a{le to find out were: first, fear of the
Boer; and, second, that we had not the men in this country. As to the first, we have been
told that the reason why the Boer is feared s that e is in a majority. I do not know how many
in this room knows it, but I tell you that, according to the census taken in this country, the
Boer is in u minority by a very large section, Why has not that information been given to the
public of this country?  Why 15 it Eept hack? Why are a few isolated persons alone to know it?
I got this information in Pretoria. Why are a few isolated individuals allowed this knowledge
and we not?  Because, if the whole of the people in this country knew we are in a majority
there would be very few favour Representative Government. But why are we afraid of the
Boer? Have we not Lord Milner's remarks, backed up by Sir Arthur Lawley’s, that they have
maintained their part of the bargain? The men who say they are afraid of the Boer do not
know the Boer; they are men who come to this country and know nothing about it or its people.
1 saw a letter written by Mr. Michael Dodd. e gave nine reasons why he was afraid of the
Boer. (Laughter.) 1 believe he has never spoken to a Boer yet in his life. (Laughter) My
advice to those men s to get nearer to the Boer, to become acquainted with him, to speak his
language, and then they will find out that this dreadful ereature is a thinking human being
standing by you-—(applause)—a human being with the same aspirations, the same hopes, and
the same feclings as you have, (Applause.) That idea of getting closer and closer to the Boer
was a(PtIy illustrated by a Welsh clergyman. He said: “1 went out for a walk one day, and
on a distant hill I saw o monstrous creature. As I approached it and got nearer to this objeet,
it ussumed the fomg, of a human being. I still approacll)ned it, and when I ceme up to it I found
it wus my brother.” (Laughter.) Let these men who fear the Boer carry out that idea, Let
them get nearer to him, and the monster will disappear, and he will assume the form of & humayn

being: let them get close to him, and they w i an wi YT
themselves,  (Applause) » and they will find him a man with the same feelings gs

Wearta or Locar MaTERIAL,

But the next point was that we had no men: that i i

. But th | ; that in a population of 300,000 we could not
il(:::l]“::t 'mﬁ::l ttuﬁ:;:]l:e t,\}':juru suunt]vy, mtth -itlhyour big C(Jlipﬂrilfi()ll)ls and minin indust?'ictxguh: tll]l?s

Ty ; fuen who control these vast industries you cannot fi1 d six me
as Ministers, when Mr. J. W. Leonard, who beloy to t} ; "told you on a pully
_ . Mr. J. W. 1 t party, has told you on a publi
platform that there is more brajn powe;' to the s e yard o 0 in any ot

_ 1t there s 1 uls quare yard jn this count :
1)0;'111?11 of llﬂnis'_l\[a,)estya dominions, (Luughter.) You} can't find n;)é]xil Hrﬂifi];liltlm:“y (ithﬁz
lil)ou c:?lwtfu* clen.t ;)fcthe men ‘recently come to this country, but I know some, Mr ‘Pulrick
hasnbemrl am-rl-);?t%tn 1'olornlml Secretary, I know; but is thers only one in this country? He
sunicembu: 1(; the;]e Jgﬂ;ﬁ Ofn':;n;I m?01]1l 8}'1«Zntolur to the 1;:ountry. (Hear, hear)) He has don{; noble
ut is | C st the men who recently came to thi i

ol s

he was the ouly Patrick Duncan, bave they put the others 1yn the Civil Se:i?iltlzg i?.yi' 1&%&%
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newcomers and come 1o Colonial men, men horn here or who have lived here the greater par
theiv lives, I come to the men who have made this country their home for bgt 10 )'el;a;st glf"
15 years. Take men in any department of life, take the judges, and you will find Colonial men
presiding on these benches. * You find Chief Justice de \'iﬂiers, a man respected and honoured not
only in South Adrica, but his name is known and honoured in England. The other two judges
there are also South Afmqans. (o to Grahamstown and you find South Africans, at Kim%erley,
the same, and in Rhodesia. Judge Watermeyer is South Afriean born, with a South African
name, and educated in South Africa. ~ (Applause) Come to the Courts of this
country, and you have, out of seven judges, five born in South Africa. I don't
wish to say anything against the other two, they are men honoured and respected
and _their judgments are respected —I don't wish to draw any comparison, but
simply to point Qut that out of seven, five are South Africans. (Applause,) Take the barristers
in any part of South Africa, take the Cape Town leading men, take the side bar, the medical
profession, the c]e‘vrg‘\',"or the financiers who control our mines—this vast industry, They are
not all probably Colonial born, but they have lived the greater part of their lives here. Tell us
we cailnot find the men here to fill the positions! Nonsense! They say ** Wait three or four
years.”  Well, the same objection will be raised then, Will three or four vears make any
difference? The objection on that ground is senseless and absurd, )

I'am detoining you, but I am going te close my remarks. I have told you that we will not
have a Representative form of government-—that we will resist it, and I have told you the
disadvantages of that form and the great benefits of Responsible Government. "I gave
Wm. Porter's remarks. e said: "I do not expeet miracles to be worked--the days of miracles
are passed—but I do expeet that if you give us Lesponsible (overnment, fresh vigour and fresh
energy will be infused into the body politic, and that it will earry the Colony forward on the
path of progresa.” Then the result will be the progress of the country, the passing of laws to
develop this couniry. That is what Responsibﬁe Government will do. It will give every
individual man an interest in the country, and I therefore ask you, gentlemen, in order to carry
your views, to support this Association. You will have to work, you will have to make sacrifices
in money and in time in order to carry out your own wishes and your own views, otherwise you
cannot expect to suecend. (Applause.) When we get Responsible Governmeni I am confident
that we will then, and only then, get that peace and that contentment in this country we all
desire, and those political rights which swe so long for. (Applause.)

SuGGESTED COMPROMISE.

I had intended to huve brought my remarks to a close at this point, but I am now to convey
to you another consideration, an idea which has been suggested to me, and which I have worked
out in consequence of various reagons which have been brought to bear upon me, reasons which
I have regarded very carefully. I have been approached by members of the Progressive Party,
not in their official capacity, but as friends of mme, They have said, “ Why don’t you join us?
Why don’t you come over to us?” My invariable reply has been, “ I must be true to my
conscience. 1 cannot juin you and my party cannot join you. There can be no amalgamation as
long as you hold your views, for, respecting your views, I cannot ask you to join us. I have
a desire to fulfil. That desire is to prevent any disruption amongst the people of this country.
I desire rather to join them, and let them come together and be umted, so that we can commence
our political life in this country in harmony and peace. Had this meeting been held to-night
I believe something would have been said which would have withdrawn from the arena of political
questions the matter of Chinese labour, to the satisfaction of both parties. Thit meeting has
not been held. If such an announcement had been mude that bug-bear, that subject used by
politicians at Home, would be no longer used by them. I desire also that other matters of
difference should be removed, and if you remove them one by one there is n prospect—not of us
joining them or of their joining us-—but of our amalgamation for certain objects. Now, I have
worked out a scheme whereby I think that ideal can be obtained. I throw it out for your
consideration. I have consulted no one. It is n very rough sketch at present, and requires to he
tollowed up to be considered. But I think it will [i)rm'e the means pf’brmgmg the people of
this country together, and if I had done that I should consider it my life’s work, and leave other
matters to bigger minds to carry on. I will give you in brief what I have suggested. 1f we
can get rid of the Chinese question, the nest to get rid of is the Representative form of govern-
ment. We don't want it. When we bave got rid of the Representative form of government,
the other side will have given us something, and it is only fair for us to give way on something,
and to postpone the introduction of Responsible Government for a period. Let the Government
continue in its present form for a period; but before you do that change the personne] of the
present (overnment in some respects. (Applause.) Change it in af least two cases. (A voice:
“Change it all.”) I like to be moderate. Change it in at least two cases. (Applause.) R
vou do that you will satisfy a very large section of the community for the time being. I give
you my ideas. I suggest that all sections, viz., the “Dutch,. th?, Progressives (including thg
Chamber of Mines, because it is not a political party)—(* Question and laughter)—the Farmﬁri1
Association, and the Responsible tiovernment Party, that these four sections should be aske
to join a powerful deputation to Lord Milner to place the following position before him:-—

(n) All sections are in favour of Responsible Government,

(8) One section wants it delayed from periods varying from two to five years; that being so,
then—
i iti ife di i itter feelings
To avoid at the very commencement of our politieal life dissension and bitter :
whiv.glp)wili,b‘:avcaused by 1he geveml scctions pursuing their respective courses at the Ifolﬂlgmlmng
olection under Representative Government with the view to secure or oppose Responsible Govern-
ment being introduced, the deputation to suggest to His Excellency
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1. That the proposed Constitution for Representative Government be cancelled.

2. Thut the present Consitution shall vontinue, antd the Legislative Couneil
appointed under this Constitution shall meet in June und transact the business, as usual,
but prior thereta, the Governor shall make & change in regard to two members of the
present Government, i _ o

3, Immediately after the session of the Council shall have closed, a new Constitution
shall be granted to this Colony.conferring to all sections of the white inhabitants of
this Colony; that a fair und equituble division of electoral districts be made and that
such electoral distriets shall be fixed by a Commissioner, at which their Excellencies the
Governor and Lieutenant-Governor shall be entitled to take part, and shall in addition

consist of—
(2) The Chief Justice and ane other Judge to be selected by the Judges themselves.

(b) The Attorney-General and the Colontal Secretary.

{¢) Two representatives each from the Progressive (including the Chamber of
Mines), the Dutch and Responsible Government Parties.

(I suggest that it you take this out of the realm of politics you will have a
lot of wmen, honourable men without axes {e grind, men repre.
sentative and respected throughout the community, who will fix fairly and
equitably the districts.)

4. That the proposed new Constitution shall be promulgated as soon as possible
after the close of the next session of the Council, and at any rate not later than the
end of December, 1905; that the present members of the Government as reconstructed
shall continue in office until the elections of members of the new Parliament under the
new Constitution.

5. That after the Commission for fixing the electoral districts shall have reported
on the boundaries of electoral districts, voters’ lists shall be made out and framed in
the usual mauner. Immediately after the completion of the voters' lists the election
under the Constitution for self-government for the Colony shall take place.

6. After the Members of Parliament shall huve been elected, the Governor shall
from these who have been elected seleet one who in his opinion has the confidence of
the majority of the elected members and shull require him to form & ministry, and
when formed shall take office: and the membere of the present (fovernment shall ipse
facto cease to hold office.

T Parliament shall meet as soun as possible thereafter, merely for the purpose of
passing the Hstimates and votmg supplies, and the House sLali then be adjourned to,
say, the beginning of 1907, to enable the Government meunwhile to form d:eir policy
and to prepare anr measures they desire to introduce, und shall re-assemble at such early
date as His Excellency, with the advice of the Governmnent, shall fix.

ADVANTAGES OF THE SCHEME,

Under the scheme now proposed the advantages to be gained are as follow : ——

1. You change immedistely the persounel of the present Government by appointing two
ﬁ'hq htnve the f(mjlff,‘dmwe }tlnf t]n;1 Iimblir in place of two who have not secured, during

ieir tenure of office, such confidence,  This will, for the time hei i ¢
section of the commi’mity. ’ g, safisty o large

You remove at once any prospect of a representative form of Govern i
10 1 ct of g : rernment being granted
to tthls Culnnty l;yl {t]u‘ oontbl]mmhnn of the present Constitution for a timeg gml the
. postponement of Responsible Government also for a time, but wit i
securing it in The near future, fw ’ h @ eeriainty of
UHavring obtained Responsible Government we have i i
' postpened the ordinary parlia-
mentary workings under that system for about two vears from the presen;y til:ne, :o
ag to meet the views of the Progressive Party, u though in the meanwhile the
Alinistry in power will, under that form of Government, have the full and absolute
confidence of a large majority of the people of this Colony.
4. You furthermore secure the co-operation of all sections of th i
urtl ? ] e people in the futur
enabling them to work together harmaniously for the gond ofpthepcnuntry. ]lJlii‘;’;&

e

o

ences of poliey will, of eourse, arise and must arise to g] ive 3
prineiple of Respon’sible Gnve’rnment, " (0 give efiective wnrkmg to the

- You secure the good will of the Boers, you prevent the disruption of the English section
which musi, at all hazards, be avoided, and you eommence your political life in
this country harmonionsly, without diseord or frietion, ' '

o

The scheme as suggested by me is by no means 1
T as ted by n ) perfeet. I have 7 outli :
principles to guide N8 n - coming fo an understanding, and I s;r;lply 1%‘1211'?3(1 ‘rtgle genp& -
modifications on the lines of the proposed scheme which I have sketched mll)t P consider

Lt will be, th«greﬁnm. for the different sections.to
frel dispnsed to join in this deputation to Lord Milger
the different points ean he diseussed und settled before s

ronsider this most carefully, and jf the
4 meeting ean be arranged for, when all
uch deputation meets hig lordship,

It will be seen, further, from the forego, i i
) , f gomg that if an tieul: i i
frl?gt:;al a)ml stands ml} of _xt in ur(lm-_ to defeat it being cmﬂig(il rirlﬁl(;lzli:fe[:zethc(}):atol): t:*}lcts thl?;
;;ction: mf xlts}?;;%encileg 1(1) any bitter feeling and disruption which will take pla(’ze betweec lg{lﬁ' must
o nglish community and the alienation of the Boer people, because it iI; bial?::gd
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| ?Xp?ﬁi ;?ea.{): unless all the sections join in it is useless to approach Lord Milner on the subject.

That is my idea. I give that as a prese " . .
about. (Laughter.) & present to the newspapers—they want something to write

“ Our GuresTs.”

Mr. W, K. Tucker, C.M.G., in proposing “ Our Guests,” observed that it was & matter of
congratulation that there were so many well-known faces among their guests that evening, As
an_ association they entirely failed to see that they were mischief-makers, or that they were
nobodies. They claimed to'bo South Africans aud honest subjects of the King. They believed
it was the will of His Majesty that they should enjoy every right and privilege that belong to
his subjects in other dominions and colonies, and they b;fieved that if the King was rightly
advised he would order that they should not be placed in a position inferior to their fe%low—
subjects anywhere in his wide dominions. They were self-reliant, and refused to believe that
South Africans were Incapable of managing their own affairs. They required no leading-strings,
the work before them being such as they could only do themselves. The native ans Asiatie
questions, and the guestion of the dominance of the white race in South Africa demanded their
earnest and immediate nttention. How were they to deal with such matters in a nursery, under
the direction of a mother’s help, or in a parliamentary training-school under the dominance of
a kindergarten executive? The Boers had become subjects of His Majesty on a footing nowise
inferior to their British fellow-colonists. The two races had seriously fallen out in the past,
they had had it out, aund it was unworthy of the winner to refuse to hold out the hand of friend-
ship and reconcilation to the loser. They bad frankly given the Boers place:of equality with
themselves in the body politic, and they should equally frenkly give them their confidence
and demonstrate to them that such confidence would not be misplaced in us, The timid ones
fear the Boer, and would seek some contrivance whereby he may be kept from the full exercise
of his political rights. Such am action could only bring trouble. The proper course was to
inform the Imperial Government that in the opinion of South Africans they are perfectly
competent and ready to accept the responsibilities of governing themselves. (Applause.)~The
toast was heartily received.

*  Mr J. W, Quny's Rerry.

In acknowiedging the toast, Mr. Quinn said: I must ask some of the guests in the kindness
of their hearts to pardon me to-night if I make a few remarks which may not altogether apply
to them. There are a number of guests here to-night to whom my first remarks will np;?ly,
because I feel that I and a few others are here as persons of, politically, doubtful character
(laughter)—at least I don’t feel that we are that, because I know we are not, but I feel, or I
fear, that by some we may be regarded as that. Others think we form a kind of lever, politically;
a Cave of Adullum lacking the vigour, might and personality of its eentral figure, Ii)a,vi(]. A
sorry thing is a Cave of Adullum without a Divid. Then there are others who cxedit us with
the deep design of endeavouring to get into political life with the one object of having our
revenge on our pro-Chinese friends. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, all this may be more or less
interesting; it 18 not very. edifying., It certainly is incorrect, and if I may venture to say a
word or two, not in self-defence, for personally I do not feel I have any defence to make on any
of these lines at least, but rather to sweep away, if my words are believed, misconceptions, if
I may use that term, that may bave arisen in the minds of some with regard to the object of
myself and a small number of friends who have agreed with we in political affairs in this town
during the last few weeks. It is nearly Sunday morniug, and on that gracious day most men
make some attempt to be truthful. (Laughter) If they are in the habit of treating the truth
lightly on other oceasions, Sunday ought to bning them ull), and they should mix a little truth
with what might at other times be false. I ask you to believe me, and to believe that I speak
for such honest men as Robert Shanks, William Wybergh, Howard Pim and others when I say
our only object in doing what we have done is to play our part as men and citizens, and to give
utterance to those opinions we have formed, and which we believe to be sound and true, I know,
80 you all know, that there seems to be a great abundance of leaders, and you may guess how far
things have gone when I have been accused of being ome, or of workmg to be one. There does
seem to be a want of one big, true man, whose integrity shall be beyond question, whose ability
shall be undoubted, to come to the front and take his place. Unfortunately that man has not
yet made his appearance. I do not mean a man who fakes a slothful view of things. There
must be a man who, when the time comes, will step to the front and will go on, having but one
object in view, and that the interest of the Transvaal, South Afriea, and the whole Empire to

which we belong. (Applauss.)

CrinesE.

With regard to the Chinese guestion (continued Mr. Quinn), which your esteemed President
alluded to in words that seem to indicate something about it; gentlemen, Tet mo ask you to
believe me at once when L say that as far as I am concerned, and I speak not only for myself,
but algo for others who agree with me—I make no apology. I cannot make any apology for my
past action with regard to the introduction of Chinese into this country, I1f you expect sn
apology from me you are bound to be dlss?pomted; I canpot. Whatever my faults may be,
and unfortunately 1 know they are many, I have always endeavoured to say what I believed
to be true at the time, and if to-morrow or the next day I have occasion from new information
or knowledge to chango the views I held last week, 1 trust I shall be man enough to come forward
and say so. (Hear, hear)) As far as I am concerned—please understand I speak for myself—

the Chinese are here, the Qrdinance is passed, the people appear to be contented, there is no
‘ F
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i iti in in the future

hjection raised, and as far as I am concerned in any politics I may take part in in 1
f}’fﬁ,"gﬂgﬁiﬁ is ’ﬁnisheﬁ, a}x;d I ”lﬁ'm?t strqnﬁy,n%ngrﬁzzlgl i:ﬁ:-g;nﬁ:a;lpﬁlg;ﬂ s?}alf %ﬂgm::
with me, not to have this honest objection raised a : D e itios o b

jection in axt as a citizen, a part that I am entitled to take in the poli i
23111?1?1';‘“ t:c[)tng:afl;llgnm% I;ne to attempt to deal with this question with whlg‘% ;&our dPresu%le:
has dealt so ably. If we live a few hours longer a day will come which will be b ednes 83’; .
Market Square will be where it is now, and if the elements do not interfere wit t}?}lr pioﬁ mfgn
some of us will have something to say on this great question. What I say is h 8. . 0 pg
with all my heart and soul that the men who live in this country and make their otxﬂe: B I2rra, ;1}11
I appeal especially to those men who have made their money here—(hear, hear)— ad oy ; 1
endeavour to have it ruled, above all things, on the most up-to-date lines, and that we elean ?
respectful language that we shall rule who live here and understand its requll,'reme? ;_, tan b
above all, for a policy we will advocate and support that which will not be a po mydo istrus
and suspicion, out of which mistrust and disaster must come, but a policy of trust an co—operati
tion with our fellow-subjects, (Applavse.) I am sure the other guests for whom I am alxpl;ozg
to be answering will pardon my dealing with matters which are Remgnal. For thehres ot ;

uests I thank Mr. Tucker and all the cthers who joined so heartily in proposing the toast.
thank you for it. (Applause.) ‘

Mr. J. T. Rabie, Pretoria, also replied. He thought they could speak of Responsible Govern-
ment with great optimism, and that they were entitled to look to the future with great hoped.
Representative Government was neither fish, flesh, fow, nor good red herring, but a hybrid an
mophroditic form of Government, (Laughter and applause.)

TaE Press.

Mr, Richard Goldmenn submitied the toast of * The Press.”
Mr. Richard Dawson, editor of the “ Transvaal Leader,” replied.

On the invitation of Mr. Adler, a vociferous vote of thanks was accorded the President, and
the proceedings terminated with the National Anthem. During the evening Messrs, Doncha
and Meyer's orchestra played selections.

Mass MerTmve PosTronED.

Aq open-air meeting, convened by the Responsible Government Party, was to have been held
on the Market Square on Saturday evening, when Mr. P, Whiteside was announced fo preside.

Rain fell continuously for over an hour prior to the time fixed for the commencement of
the meeting, and the promoters had no alternative but to postpone the utterances they had
Intended to deliver to the publie,

Amongst those who gathered around the platform were Messrs, P. Whiteside, J. W. Quinn,
. Hutchineon, B, Alexander, and Howard Pim. Mr, ‘Whiteside announced the adjournment of
the meeting to the audience which had assembled,

No. 8.
Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Ma. LYTTELTON.
(Received 2.52 p.m,, February 6, 1905.)

TELEGRAM.

February 6. No. 1.. T am requested to transmit to you following resolution

passed at a general meeting of the Transvaal Progressi g
Heidelberg on the 28th Januga ryis rogressive Association held at

Begins: That this meeting of the Traﬁsvaal Progressive Association
Heidelberg Branch, Pledges itself to the prin(;giple of equal repre:

sentation, " ie, one vote one i ' 1
tation, * f.. value, combined
redistribution, Ends, ’ 4 with utomatie,
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_ No. 9.
Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mz. LYTTELTON.
(Received February 11, 1905.)

Srx, Governor’s Office, Johannesburg, January 23, 1905,

Wire reference to my despatch of the 16th instant,* I have the honour to
enclose, for your information, newspaper cuttings on the subject of Representative
Government in the Transvaal.

I have, &e.,
MILNER,
Governor.

Enclosures in No. 9.

“ Raxp Damy Mamw,” January 13th, 1905,
(1)
Tre Counrey Parry.

Farurey’ Meervg at KRUGERSDORE,

» (From our Own Correspondent.)

. ] Erugersdorp, January 12.

The.(}entral Executive Committee of the Transvaal Farmers' Association met at the board~

room, Pioneer Buildings, yesterday morning, and after making arrangements for the annual

congress, which will be held on February 23rd and following days, the members passed a

unanimous resolution in favour of bringing the Country Party up to the highest pitch of
organisation in view of the forthcoming electorsl campaign.

Mr, Moorcroft-Edwards (president), in opening the gathering, strongly criticised the policy
of the Government, which during the last six months had been detrimental to the landed interests
of the country. Public funds had been squandered in a reckless manner at a time when there
was great depression, and on the ﬁreat measures of internal railway development the wishes of
the agricultural classes, which should have been considered, were absolutely ignored. He
instanced the squandering of many thousands of pounds upon the earthworks of the Krugersdorp-
Rustenburg line, which had been distinetly promised by Lord Milner, and had now been
abandoned. A new railway policy, unpopular and unprofitable, had been inaugurated, and the
(tovernment had set a shilly-shallying precedent which would have the worst effect in country
districts, In addition to the gross extravagance over log-rolling railway schemes, which were
born one day and butchered the next, thumping bonuses had been voted to incompetent railway
officials who had got the administration in a terrible mess—and this at a time when the country
bad plenty of troubles of its own in the shape of financial difficulties. For those and other
Teasons, the farmers felt bound to take up a political atand and become thoroughly organised on
the basis of a Country Party throughout the whole of the Transvaal, so that therr views might
earry some weight. Very possibly many of the organisations now formed would be found to be
in sympathy with the agricultural policy, but at present the farmers could not eay how far they
could go together, The farmers would certainly join hands with those who were working for the
benefit of the country at large. The president added that several members of the Imperial
Houses of Parliament who were now in Johanneshurg had expressed their desire to meet the

farmers and talk over agricultural affairs.

Tt was resolved to ask the chairman, Mr. @. van Blommestein, and Mr. C. Voigt (secretary)
to interview the home M.P.’s in Johannesburg and lay the grievances of the farmers before them.

On the motion of Mr, G. van Blommestein, seconded by Mr. Mulder, it was decided to
8 pro;::h ﬁ[e&m. Louis Botha, Jan Smuts, J. H. de la Rey, and Ewald Esselen, and discuss
w]ilether it would be proper for the farmers to join hands with other political organisations, or
form a distinet Country Party themselves. The chairman and Messrs. B. Vorster, A, Mulder,

G. van Blommestein, and the secretary were appointed ag a committee to interview the ex-
gonerals, :

* No. 1.

2126)
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“ Lraper,” January 13th, 1905,
Geryisroy axp Porrries.
TrE East Raxp PraTrory.
Meervg Last NiGHT.

Last night Germiston, having in view the activity other public-spirited towns of the
Transvaal are exhibiting, demonstrated its determination to have a voice in the important
questions which are agitating the Transvaal. The movement, which has ended in the formation
of what there is every reason to believe will prove a remarkably strong political association had
its genesis in a meeting of delegates from all associations on the East Rand. A provisional
committee justified its appointment by doing some effective work, with the result that the project
received an immense impetus, and the people of the East Rand, already fully awake to the
supreme importance of the existing situation, have shown in the progress of the “ coach” and the

rospect of possessing & “motor-car” in the not too distant future, an interest which is as
imntense as it is warranted. The Couneil Chamber in the Municipal Buildings held a crowded
gathering when the Mayor, Dr. Strachan, took the chair, with the acting hon. secretary to the
provisional committes, Mr. A. H. Green, on his left.

The attitude of the audience showed that the chairman had struck the right mote when he
said it behoved them as men and citizens to have their say in the political history of the
Transvaal. An early reference was made to the High Commissioner’s vecent pronouncements,
Yord Milner, the chairman observed, had stated the other day that amything the people had
@ consensus of opinion on would have due weight with him, and naturally they intenffed to take
him at his word, and to organise a body of public opinion which they hoped would have due
regard from Lord Milner and from the Government,

Tae PraTronas,

Copies of the “proposed primary principles for the political association ” had been eireulated.
Here is the platform:—

1. The maintenance of the principle of Imperial unity,
2. The immediate establishment of Representative Government on liberal and fair lines,
with a view to preparing the way for the grant at as early a date as expedient of
T the freegstq and ffi;l]ie&;t form ¢])f ssil -g()ﬁemment.
» The recognition of the prineiple that all voters shall have ivi
. ﬁthew x(rlot_es o tsame rinciy the same privileges, and
) rm and just native and Asiatic policy in accordance with Transvaal id
. %ﬁe support of e;e}'y meagure that tends to make the Transvaal a white mlccm:’?'home.
. Theelzggcilsgg of interference in the affairs of the Transvaal by party politiciansg
- The securing of efficiency and economy in the administration,
. The franchise to be restricted to white adult British subjecil;ls.
. The fostering of local industries that make for the progress of the Colony.

PE}JL?@:I moved edt.he 1:follofwing resolution : — .

;hak 1t 18 expedient to form a political association for Germiston and district”

| Giving a brief history of the project, he said that some time ago the Rategl)sat;:ai&’ Association
were approached and asked to orgauise a movement with the object of securing s “political
assoclation in the district. The Er_omotel_*s took the matter in hand, and they invites pre
sAentatlves from all the various public bodies of the East Rand, such as mercantile associarfigre‘
botd ?e smp&gﬁgr;tg;cgeogceee‘&u% : cqn;umlttez was appcﬁglt{eg consisting of members of thoss vari;ll::

: rmiston and once af sbur i i
E:ﬁz fﬁ:«;ﬁg a I;’Iaﬁu]f‘onn. etl'u 'theu('1 lﬁst commiiétéze meeting’ iniazﬁggc?d%eﬁ gﬁﬂl ’(‘])Zlfﬁ dﬂfﬁgﬁﬂ%
r at 1his meeting, and he consented. It w i
pronouncements of Lord Milner it was time to organise afh(?;gﬁvﬁpﬁﬂtawviﬁ ﬁltl)ati)eﬁt;ra%ig

t0 secure fair representation wh i v,
(e X p when they got the right to elect members to the Legislative Couneil,

The resolution was seconded by Mr. Cannell, and unanimously adopted

Woo=-1 hTik oo

Coaca or Moror-Cag,

Mr. H. C. Gain followed with a speech whic i

(f:;:casmnally by a few enthusiasts. 'JFhey wanw};ll ‘Zzsﬁgyliﬁﬁ?&:aﬁfg’ althouggl interrupted
hcilm rzare:sntatltie men, he declared, and to decide which movement wa:e?)goilm Le men and
bﬂil dall,., de 0;11‘? ¢ qlt.loestwn by calling the oue a coach~that was what His }_ifx‘ oll ord Milner
build—and nnai%lem& I-car, representing the responsible ideals, That was ﬁc rancy bad to
whon thon ‘I:*ere s Ofc'f]nime’lll‘t ; but a great many thought that the time had nl;topo:. T,hey
Mr. Gair. he would ﬁol da - bgeﬂ had capable men in the country, and personal] Y otived
Was 1en dg} for it The plg?formt hgazgglj?;‘edl%espomible Goyernniént a8 Boon as 5;’115022:11:11’;&1
agree to its general principle, they woull e was a tentative arrangement. If they coyl

Progressives could see that it might be very prejudieia] o foree th%”‘gggggﬁ e;:}:ﬁ:grmré Ifﬁ tﬁe
sent, he

did not believe the people would h :
-He could assure the Re%ponsib]e a(ff(:‘c;o Tiion of Responsible Government, as ihey had heard

N . " ) tes that most vt » « .
Responsible men, and it was only in the best interegts nulf &hlé‘%!;gnﬁagﬁ&t‘itﬁ?wziﬁdaii{ﬁead
pro-
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sentative Government until the country was ready for the all-important step. TLord Milner was
getting out a constitution. If the census was r?ghbmand +herep were twapor three versions—
their Duteh friends had the majority—(“ They are all British subjects ")}—* Quite right, nobody
wants to see them being unfairly treated,” retorted Mr. Gain. If it was a fact that the Duteh wonld
rule the country if they had Responsible Government, he said, “ Wacht en beetje.”” (Laughter.
As Mr. Richard Currie had pointed out in a letter to the press, if the people of the Tra:nsvaa%
had Responsible Government at resent, they would have the Dutch entirely ruling the country, .
1112 nwdz.s but natural for the Duteh still to desire to have the ruling of the country in their own
In seconding the resolution Mr. Green made a point of the desirability of establishing local

industries, other than mining. He eloquently declared his belief that the Transvaal would yet be
# pearl in the Imperial Crown,
AN AMENDMENT,

Mr. 8, J. Evans _Eropo'se& an amendment, “ That in the opinion of this meeting the immediate
granting of Responsible Government is absolutely necessary to the true welfare of this country.”
W Mr. Evans severely eriticised several of the planks, and likened the clause regarding the

maimtenance of the prineiple of Imperial unity” to the “flag-wagging business” Pleading
for confidence in the Boers, he considered that the Duteh had carrted out their part of the
agreement at Vereeniging as justly and well as one could expect of any men. Both Lord Milner
and Sir Arthur Lawley bad spoken to that effect, “ It is time,” Mr. Evans added, “to take
our fellow-subjects into our confidence and treat them as we should like to be treated. If you
don’t trust the Dutch now, how can you trust them ten years hence? This representative business
is a wxshf-washy thing.” As to racial feeling, Mr. Evans believed there was less of this in the
Transvaal than in Cape Colony,

In seconding the amendment, the Rev. L. Scott deprecated anything that tended to create

21 atmosphere of su%icion. He dwelt on the importance of what he termed the first problem
of the country-—the Dutch. He laid particular stress on Clause 8, which he considered should
not have been In the programme at all, The native question he regarded as cf great moment.
In reference to Johennesburg’s political doings, he asked who was at the back of the Progressive
Association. “A flabby, flexible, indefinite, ambiguous, so-called principle,” concluded Mr.
Scott's vigorous attack on the platform,
_ After a long discussion, the amendment of Mr. Evans was lost by 28 votes to 23, and clause 2
of the platform favouring Representative Government was then carried by 35 to 18. The
Temaining clauses were put to the meeting together, and lost by 36 to 12, combinations of
objectors to different planks bringing about this unexpected result.

A motion for adjournment was lost, and Mr. T. A. White delivered a tallinﬁ speech in
support of the programme, He dealt with the causes seriatim, and being especially at home
with No. 1, that as to the principle of Imperial unity, vigorously prolested that the Association
did not desire the co-operation of Britishers who denied their loyalty.

A Croaxee.,

After this, the feelings of the audience seemed to change, and all the clauses, with the
exception of No. 2, urging the immediate establishment of Representative Government, were
put to the meeting in order, and carried by substantial majorities. Thus, at a very late hour,
the entire programme was adopted. i i . .

The Association will now enrol members with the aid of the Provisional Committee and
officials, and names will be selected later.

(3.)
“ Ranp Darwy Mam,” January 16th, 1905.
Lasovr Party.
Trae ProgeESSIVE ProcrauME CRITICISED.

At a smoking concert in connection with the new Trades’ Hall, on Saturday night, 8 political
gech wag given by Mr. G. Hutchison. e took it that most of those present would agree with
iﬁe prinei Fes of the Responsible Government Association—C(hear, hear)——and then remarked
that the Progressives apparently thought that until they and their friends were stronger than
the Dutch the Colony should not have Responsible Government. This attitude he congidered
1o be illogical, unreasonable, and caleulated to reopen old wounds which thei bad hoeped were
now closed. (Hear, hear.) He denied that the Progressives conld speak for the Transvaal, and
gaid fhere was danger in such an impression going home. As to the principle of property
ualification urged by the Progressives, this was false and undemocratic, and an early opportunity
:ﬂwuld be taken of urging white manhood residential qualification, Given this they would soom
make any administration thoroughly democratic aud responsible, (Hear, hear.)

(4.)
«Ranp Dawy Maw,” January 16th, 1905.
Durcr Acrrviry.
Heap Borr CoaMrITEE STIRRING.
Pusric Meermes CONVENED,

{r. Loui a. a5 chairman of the head Boor Commitiee, has notified his intention of
convyn{ﬁg:;[‘ ;ﬁﬁligﬂge;ings in various districts in the Transvaal to discuss the political situation,
in accordance with certain resolutions passed at the Boer Congress held in Pretoria last year.
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The notice is to the following effect:—* In accordance with the cople’s Congress held in
May, 1904, it is hereby notified 18:’0 persons interested that the head ommittee has decided to
hold public meetings in the Transvaal in order to discuss the constitutional organjsation as decided
upon by the said Congress.

d Th)t; meetings hgve been arranged as follows : —Pretoria, Januar 28th; Krugersdorp,
January 30th; Heidelberg, February Ist; Standerton, Pebruary 3rd; Volksrust, Februa 4th;
Piet Retief, February lﬂti; Ermelo, February 13th; Bethal, February 16th; Carclina, February
16th; Middelburg, February 25th; Louis Trichardt, March lst; Haenertshurg, March 3:d;
:lb?:éete]rls%u{lg, March 6th; Pietpotgietersrust, March Tth; Nylstrom, March 8th; and ‘Warmbad,

arch 9th. ) .

Messrs, Louis Botha and Ewald Esselen will conduct the Pretoria and other meetings;
Mr. S. W. Burger will preside at the meetings held at Ermelo, Carolina, and Middelburg;
l{)esars. Beyers and A. D. Wolmarans will conduct the meetings to be held in March as stated
above.

Meetings will also be held by Mr, S. W. Burger at Machadodorp, Belfast, and Lydenburg,
the dates being anmounced later.

Other meetings will be convened at Rustenburg, Potcheistroom, Wolmaranstad, Bloemhof,
Lichtenburg, and %«Iarico. These will be led by Generals De 1a Rey and J. C. Smuts. The dates
will be fixed later. .

tlt is further announced that all ex-officers and ex-officials are requested to atiend the
meetings.

6
“ Rawp Damy Mam,” January 16th, 1305.
Trar PROGRESSIVES.
Bpanca FormrD AT KRUGERSDORP.

_ A crowded public meeting was held in the Freemasons’ Hall, Krugersdorp, on Saturda
night, The Mayor, Mr, H. C. Tanner, presided, and amongst others present were Messrs, L. J.
Phillips, E. J, Adcock, B. Mosenthal, E. 'W. Stonestreet, F. W. Lewis, R. F. Wallis, H. Hayes,
G. Alexander, J. Hinds, Dou las Blackburn, W. R. Macnab, B R.J. Holmes, G, V. Fiqubus,
Captain Caddell, F. Tossel, Dr. Van der Merwe, 8. Hompes, F. Shaw, E. W. Greenwood,
V. Rorke, P. S. May, L. King, Venerable Archdeacon Temple, D. J. van Wijk, W. Gileson,
R. W, Clarke, J. 8. Heskins, Dr. Gem, G. Chandler Reid, E. ¥oster, W. R. Wilson, N. Dykstra,
Dr. Rosenberg and Father Vernat.

Mr. Orpen said he had been very anxious to address a Krugersdorp gudience, especially as
there seemed to be an air of suspicion about which should be dispelled. He had come with the
simple object of seeking an opportunity of making everything clear to the people of Krugersdorp
as regarded the great movement that had been commenced. After briefly sketching the origin
of the movement, ho said he had visited a number of towns, and hranches of the association had
been formed. In every place he had visited he had had to combat that unfortunate suspicion
that the movement was engineered by Jobannesburg, and had for its object the absorption of
the other towns of the Transvaal. He might say that with very litile explanation, when he
had the opportunity of addressing a public meeting, he was able entirely to dispel the allusion
to which he referred. It must be perfectly clear to them that the notion that the desire should
exist on the part of Johanneshurg to swamp or absorb the outside towns was perfectly ridiculous.
(A voice: “Question.””) Well, he would explain it. If Johannesburg—if what were called
the magnates of Johannesburg wished to exercise an influence on a place like Krugersdorp, he
ehould take it the very last thing in the world they would like to see was an organisation of the

ple of Kragersdorp to meet them, Such an organisation would be one of self-defence, and
he would like to know how Jobannesburg was going to influence an organisation of reprvsent,ative
independent eitizens of Krugersdorp. (Hear, hear) For some sinister purpose it had been
suggested since his arrival that some ulterior motive existed for his visit. (Hear, hear, and
laughter.) Praceeding to deal with the purposes which such an association as he advocated could
fulfil, he said there were the great questions of registration, of distribution of seats, and of the
formation of constituencies coming before them. In Krugersdorp, for instance "one of the
greatest questions they would have to deal with was the formation of their constituencies. H
thought anyone who had followed what had been taking place tecently—practically the intervi .
that took place between the members of the Johannesburg branch of the fssoci ti 4 d ]tTllJ er'e‘lZ
Commissioner—~could see that there was going to be a redistribution of aea%r n & numeric
bagis. Therefore it behoved them fo take the matter in hand. (Hear hea\r)ﬂ (ﬁl 9{ nl;xr{lerllg:al
%ﬁg‘ﬁ’ﬁﬂ :11:;1 noatt:van_t atlllyorae ;c];) comie and srf‘ what their constituency should 'beae 'Bﬂeylzvguﬁ
matter in hand themselves. at was, t j ciatio
g?d:;;%ls:é Thef reﬁl f}})lep‘tdof thg Associatilon was {o br’ingea;gg?ﬁe: l:\]tegta feh:ﬂ.s.sggaaglo&nc;;ﬁ

r nee of all the independent outside towns of the Transvaal. They woul i
him_ that that was a great object and a wor i o ey woud agree with
would on & way const'ﬁute 8 Jinformal Parli:rlgen%ng?ttlge 1;2{1: about such a conference which

that was of importance to them. The Johanneshurg branch halt)ie fo Slacnes,thelr affairs aud all

High Commissioner. already laid its views before the

REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT,

He took it t :
beon ;ttf:d ‘ IR:ll?t)‘; ;ﬁm all sgreed that the matter of Representative Government had already

tative Government was being offered them. He would aay the terms of
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the treaty of Vereeniging were being sirictly adhered to. (" No") With re I
he £ ¥ . . ard to
(irlmtemmentiuthq n}lltm: mportant question discussed for a long t)ime—-—thev iad uowkﬁig?\?:&bg
& at stage when ﬁt been made perfectly clear to them that the matter of giving Responsible
Ctovernment to the Transvaal was not being entertained by His Majesty's (tovernment, and that
it would not be intertamed. Whether they were right in demanding Responsible Government
or not, he thoug tthgy must, ag practical people, recognise the fact that they were not goin
to have Responsible (lovernment. ~ At a cntical time like now, when the united energies of aﬁ
the people of the Transvaal were required to solve the great problems before them, they were

wasting their time and dissipating theiv energies in calli ing Wwhi e
the range of practical politics, £ giea 10 callng for something which was not within

Procurrssive ProBLEMS.

- The problems facing the Transvaal Progressive Association were: (1) The maintenance of
the British flag; (2) the immediate fultilment of the promise contained (in) the King's speech of
the 15th August last by the establishment of Representative Government on liberal and fair lines
with a view to preparing the way for the grant at an early date as expedient, of the freest and
fullest form of Responsible Government; (3) the recoguition of the principle that all voters .
shall have the same privileges and their votes the same value; (4) a firm and just native and
Asiatie policy in accordance with Transvaal ideas; (5) the support of every measure that tends
to make the Transvaal a white man’s home; (6) the opposing of interference in the affairs of
the Transvaal by party tiohhmgns elsewhere. He Woul({) %e willing to answer any question that
would throw light on the subject of that Association which hag been subjected to so much
suspicion and misunderstanding and misapprehension. (Cheers.)

Tae Resorvrion.

__Mr. Phillips proposed “that a branch of the Transvaal Progressive Association be formed
in Krugersdorp.” The thought that struck him most in proposing the resolution was, he said,
that in forming the branch they were only forwarding what must be the legitimate ambition
of every thoughtful citizen in the town. He did not care whether that citizen be English, South
African, Russian or what he might be, if it was his intention to remain in that country it was
his duty to take an intelligent intgrest, in the affairs of the country. (Loud cheers.) They might
transpose the saying that “the public business of England is the private business of every
citizen,” and say that “ the public business of the Transvaal is the private business of every
responsible citizen of the Transvaal” 1t was their duty, their bounden duty, to do something
in the way of organising the opinion of the Colony so as to have an intelligent expression of
that opinion. The only way in which they in that Colony, or in any other country in the world—
the only way in which the ambitions, the aspirations, the legitimate ideals of the citizens could
be realised, was by orﬁanisation. He claimed, and he believed every reasonable man in the
hall thoroughly believed, that the objects for which the Association had been formed were those
t0 which they could give their unqualified adherence. (Cheers.) As to the suggestion that the
Association was governed by Johanneshurg, he thought he could appeal to {hem to say whether
they believed he was an honest man or not. If he thought and believed for a moment that
Erugersdorp was being governed by Johannesburg in this movement he would have nothing
whatever to do with it. (Loud cheers.) It was because of the fact that he was ahsolutely con-
vinced that it was essentially a Krugersdorp movement that he was giving his adherence to the
meeting that night. (Hear, hear.) He asked them to feel assured that it was not anything
whatever in the nature of a scheme of Johannesburg’s. (Cheers)
Mr. Hayes seconded ihe resolution,

TaE AMENDMENT,

Mr. Stonestreet said he rose to propose an amendment to the proposition which had been
put before them, He would say, anc}J he thought distinetly that the time had not yet come for
the formation of such a branch in Krugersdorp, (Hear, hear.) First of all, however, he would
like to deal with the question of the origin of the movement. He wanied to know who had
organised it, whether it had emanated from Johannesburg or not. ‘Whilst he quite sympathised
with Mr. Phillips in his belief, and he was sure Mr. Phillips was perfectly honest about it, that
he would have nothing to do with it if he had known of its onigim:

fr. Phillips (interrupting): Pardon me. I did not say that. ‘ o
%111: %téné};fréet: I beg gy)our pardon—that you would have nothing to do with it if you

t was governed by Johannesburg. Continuing he said if they were willing to tack
ﬁgumi};fvég on toglohannesh%rg by the formation of such an Association, by all means let them
do so. As to the objects of the Association, he did not think there were very many present ‘who
were very far away from the views expressed there. The matter was so wide that it admitied
of very little controversy. The point he wished to raise was this, that it was a string of %lat:tudes.
Was such an Association to bind the public views of that community in the future! It was
impossible. 11 that Association came through they would have nothing but an interchange of
opinions betweun secrotaries of branches of an Association converging on Johannesburg, and au
attempt made to sway their opinions. [Erugersdorp was quite com etent to take care of its om}:
politics, (Hear, hear.) He begiged to move that the meeting resolve not to form any branch &

the present time. : { t, and
_Mossel seconded. What the country re uired wae a stable form of government, an:
until ti‘ef gf’? %[s}fatsmv were not goin% to be put down by Tweedledum and Tweedledee. HL:
contention was that until they had stable government, so long should they have political uu}'ﬁ?
in the country, end the only form of stable government in the country was that of Responsibie

Government. -
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QuEsTIoNS.

: sovited Mr. Orpen out here at oll? ) .

M. Stonetreet: TL et bov. 1t 1. 8 froo comiry and I will go where LI T3 £
Traunsvaal, and I intend to go all over it. (A voice: “ No, you won t. )1 fof) b!e e vou mme&_’
4 seTvice fo my country and I wish to continue to do so. I think I have p E ; thaty § Some-
thing more than mere platitudes. T have placed before you a great idea, and to ca P
i i ita absurd, (Cheers. . . .

1 é}a;;il;irf %a?idaelf? 1 wi(sh to aa)k it vou are a paid official of the Association?
Mr. Orpen: No. o his Association?
3 : Ts th tral committee in Johannesburg of 1his Associatl

ﬁg gﬁ;;];lh:urlndozfls’ttqflﬁeauﬁfizrstand you. 1 wish to make this clear. Ther«:i 1ts a bra?cbl.
of this Assoviation in Johannesburg which has an executive committee, With regar ) 0 % cen ﬁa
body, if anybody had taken the trouble to study polities they would be well aware;lf1 at nx;s;ncl e:
of an organisation exist all over a country, s%alt)eo:iot co}mﬁy, an(%) ];ch;se mest logether and elec

tral body. (Cheers.) There is no centra in Johannesburg.
aoenin r(?plyyto (anoteher) questioner, who asked the mames of the gentlemen who fonﬁed t}:ﬁ
committee in Johannesburg, Mr. Orpen -sa;id he did tlix{)t realtl.y see what it had got to do wr

sdorp. He, however, read the list of names to the meetng. . .
ngAer g:;pﬁemelf "asked from whom the idea of forming the Association first emanated, and
Mr. Orpen replied ihat the Johannesburg Associatica was started by the gentlemen whose names
ke had read oud. . i . .

The motion and amendment were then put to the meeting, and on the chairmean declaring
a majority for the motion, Mr. Stonestreet statod that his amendment had mot been properly
laid hefore them, and asked for another show of hands. _ A

The chairman acceded to the request, and on a vote, 37 voted for the amendment and 52
for the mation.

(6.)
“8ran,” January 17th, 1905. *
Trr RerLy or THE ProcrEssives To Me. B. P. Soromon.

We have received the following from the Transvaal Progressive Association:—

Ag we consider that no time should be lost in reflying to the proposals made on Saturday
by Mr. E. P. Solomon, the President of the Transvaa Responsible Government Assoclation, we
gubmit the following considerations :— .

1. The compromise proposed by Mr. E. P. Solomon means unnecessary delay in the granting
of the new Constitution, and the practical suspension of all legislation in the Colony for two

T3.

2. _The establishment for all time of the prineiples of “ one vote, one value,” with “ automatic
redistribution,” we consider paramount and of infinitely greater importance than the purely
temporary question as to whether or not we shall at the outset receive Representative or Respon-
sible Government.

3. Wo believe that it may be possible to have equal electoral districts on the basis of voters
and automatic redistribution provided for in the Constitution which is to be promulgated in the
‘mext few weeks. That being the case, on no account would we join in urging that the proposed
Constitution should be annulled or delayed.

4." We have recommended that the new Constitution should provide for:—-

(2) The formation of electoral districts on the basis of voters, each district to contain, as.
near as can be, an equal number of voters; and in order to maintain the equality of
" The]ectora] dlstrﬁs. X
e automatic redistribution of seats periodically, say every four years, by 2 Com-
mission appointed by the Governor, the partr}:aa or_districts diszatisﬁed ywith the-
tesults to have the power to appeal to the Supreme Court,

. This means that the registration of voters has to take place first, and then the electoral
districts formed by a commission of experts, who will operate within certain definite lines, so
that each electoral distriet is composed of territory contiguous and compact, containing as near
as caﬁ beEmI:;) eg‘t)llal number of vo}';ers.

r. E. P. Solomon proposes that, before the registration of voters fakes place, a Commissi
composed of their Excellencies the Governor and Lieutenant-Governor, th‘(: Chief %@1&1:8:21&
one other Judge, the Attorney-General, the Colonial Secretary, and two representatives each from
the Progressive, the Dutch, and the Responsible Government parties, shall make “a fair and

equitable division of electoral districts,” No definition is given of the meaning of “ fai
equitable ” in this connection, but evidently the numerical strength of the votin%- poévef:u(ff atlllxg

district is to be left out of consideration, as votersd lists are to be prepared

istri afte

districts have been formed. We are strongly opposed to Mr. SOIOHII)OHIL pr oaalr %ngeﬁzzﬂ
to have electoral districts formed on the fixed and definite principle of the ggsolu’te equality of .
the power and privilege of each voter in this country, and we are not prepared in t}gis matter
10 trust to the discretion of any Commission, however distinguished, -

Tar Exeevrrve Comurrres, |
Transvaal Progressive Association (Johanneshurg Branch
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(1)
“Sraw,” Junuary 19th, 1905,
MEETING ON MARKET SQUARE.
SPEECHES BY MEssks, Quinw, WyeErGH, aNDp OTHLES.
THE ProGRESSIVE Assocation CriTrersED.

A meeting in favour of the immediate granting of Responsible Government to the Transvasl
was held on the Market Square last night. 'There were about 500 present, and, while the audience
listened patiently, they displayed no murked enthusiasm at the utterances of the speakers,
Amongst those on the platform were Messrs. J. W, Quinn, W, Wybergh, P. Whiteside, R. Shanks,
il. Adler, Howard Pim, A. 8. Raitt, (. Hutehison, 0. J. J. van Wyk, M. Nathan, C. E. Short,
D. Dalgety, and others. '

Tee Coamyan’s OpeNinag,
LertER FROM Mz, E, P. Soromon.
Mr. Whiteside was voted to ihe chair, and, in the course of a few opening remarks, said

he thought it was one of the hapEieat auguries for their political life in this country that on an
evening in the middle of the week they were able to get such a large attendance to consider the
political affairs of the country. (Hear, hear.) Before calling on the firat speaker, he desired
to read the following letter, which had been received from Mr. E. P. Solomon:—

“I am leaving this evening for Cape Town by previous arrangement made over a month
ago, to attend my son's wedding on Saturday, and, as you may know, such engagements cannot
be put off. [ cannot express to you sufficiently my extreme regret that in conseguence I shall
not be present at the public meeting which has been called for this evening, but I daresay I
shall have frequent opportunities in the near future to address my fellow-citizens on the wital
question of the future Constitution of the Colony. It seems almost needless for me
to tell you, as you already know what my convictions are on these questions, If
we desire to see progress and prosperity in this Colony, if we want to see its
mineral resources developed, if we want o see a united and contented people, each
and all determined to work together towards one common object, viz., the progress and advance-
ment of this Colony, then the.only solution in my opinion is the immediate introduction of
Responsible Government. Therefore any resolution dproposed at any public meefing in favour
of that principle will have my heartiest sympathy and support. Let us remember, however, and
I hope you will impress upon our friends at the meeting, that there will be powerful and deter-
mined opposition, and it behoves all who are of our mind fo stand together and work harmoniously,
dropping all personal and petiy diffevences for this one common object. We must organise
throvghout the Colony. This town will be the arena for the battle between the contending
parties, and it is here we must concentrate our strength and force, and, if we succeed here, then
the victory is ours, and the British Government, I eonceive, will readily grant us the principle
for which we are contending. I fear there may be some misapprehension on the part of the
- public regarding one part of my speech on Saturday last. It may be construed that I said I
would obstruct the proceedings if, when a resolution in favour of Responsible Government was
carried, the British Government persisted in refusing to grant it to us. I do not think I said
go. At any rate, I did not intend to, because it would be ﬁross presumption on my Eart to say
what the members of & majority would do, nor is it at all probable that I would have a say
in the matter. What I wished o convey was that such a course might be resorted to by the
majority, and I then pointed out what the result would be if they did. I should like this to be
made clear. Wishing you and your friends a most successful evening,

E. P. Sovomown.”

Mz. Quovn's Views.
CrrricisM OF THE PROGRESSIVES.

Mr. Quinn, who was well received, proposed the first resolution, which read as follows:—

That the immediate granting of Responsible Government is essential to the political
stability, contentment, and progress of the Transvaal.

Proceeding first of all to trace the history of the movement in favour of Responsible Govern-
ment, Mr, Quinn said a number of them felt that while their political fate was being arranged
for them, it was a great mistake thai no attempt was made to get hold of public opinion, and
having found it, to try and give it ehape, direction, and force; and they were urged on in this
feeling by the press of the town, who told them that arrangements were being made between the
Local Government and the English Government, which would settle for many years to come
their political fate. Yet no attempt had been made to express the feelings of the public of the
country, at least of that section of it. Again, they understood that Lord Milner was most anxious
to have the opinions of the people, and he ventured to say, notwithstanding all the depuiations
that had gone to His Excellency, influential and powerful as those depuiations were, not one
.of them had public opinion behind it, af least they did not know that they had. (Hear, heall';.)
The first thing that should have been done was to go to the people, get their opinion, and }tla {
that to Lord Milner. (Hear, hear) That was what they had decided to do, and they were t erc;r
that night for the purpose of finding out the opinion of the people. Tn a sense, they lx{rerekno
o party, They hn(r no formal orgauisation, They were simply a few citizens who toak a keen
interest in the. affnirs of the country, who thought that free and representative msttmtwnq were
the only ones worth having, and who considered it their duty to express their hum 'e_opmmils
on these great questions which were likely to be settled without regard to their opinions. 1{
wldition to their humble selves there was the Responsible Gorernment Ae;sncmtmn,t com;iglﬁg(
of & very large number of citizens who took a keen interest in the sffairs of the couutry. y

G
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; ] iation was, ¢ it was doing. Last, but not least,
inew o of that Association was, and what 1
:}{hlg;e‘i‘u‘;lila;ailéisp;:g\izgiﬁ], ‘(])r influence, or measured by any other measure, there came what

was called the Progressive Association.

A Cpap-LIKE PROGRESSION.

them the non-Progressive
ce, 1 tos of excellent letters to a paper, had called '
»‘xssogi[;iig]r) f)i'c;;x[:s: fte r;::n?ed 1o him, as it seemed to some of them, thfat lt]he pr({)grtf: ;)fl 81;}1‘;:
Brganisatioﬁ in its advocacy of po]ilficail f:sedolrn, v:i?ls't'tht? tgrgﬁ;:ssoroantisg“g;a t'hemc se it
( way, it went backward. In additio 1 :
ﬁfﬁﬁi‘;ﬁ: eg{ tg:nﬁ;gﬁi, political Micawberst_ltlheyl might clz:)lllmtl}llglllllé lgfei;l; vlr(l):\oil({:ilugv af;rﬂ]l:aa;tr;i?
iti i turn up, sitting still, playing a ) ' th
l‘ﬁ?\:’mg’i{"%r]lmm:? ?str.ltlcl!? gwfaz noﬁhepkingdom ofhpo tical nghteousnlfss. f(%até%'?ster ftmxlv ;1:% i l}:lve:erfg
) y X mber of leaders.
Theyv need not be alarmed about leaders. There were any nu O e et nepects of the
‘ ted—(hear, hear)—and it seemed to him that oue of the L Rspe
uwliltolm‘;l:vB 2?)-?1‘:;1 wag ghe want of followers. They wanted men, who thought they (iutgfht- to fle?d,
to sik their persoualities and private views and try and find some comn}mll platform o'i' ha
common move forward. He believed they would get it by and by, with a little patlemie. e
first thing the Progressives did was to form an association. He believed they had plenty of
money, at all events judging by the quantity of stationery and posters with which they had
«mothered the town, they had, and when he looked through the long list of names of the
}zentlemeu who burried to the flag, he came to the conclusion that whatever party he belonged
iu, he was not with the moneyed party. Having formed their association, they issued manifestoes,

FLAG-WAGGING.

The first one consisted of fAag-wagging, which he thought was a pity. They all knew, at
leastrifethey did not they hud a lo%;g wa%: to go and a good deal to learn, that that question was
settled. (Hear, hear.) The flag that flew over this country now must continue to fly over 1t.
(Hear, hear.) They did nof say that in flag-wageing spirit. They had rather the q‘ueatlon had
not been raised. The Progressives also said they were in favour of Responsible Government,
but when? When it was expedient. That was a word which, like charity, covered a_ mult‘-itude
of shortcomings. What did they mean by expedient? Expedient to whom? (A voice: “The
capitalists,”)

Tae Arx oF THE CAPITALISTS.

They must watch most carefully what_ this litfle move might mean to them. When the
Progressives talked of being agreeable to Responsible Government when it was expedient, it
“meant that it would be expedient when it put political power into their hands. (Hear, hear.)
There could be 1o objection in the mind of any honest, sensible man to capitalists, as ever other
class having a fair and proper share of political power, and the man was mad, and foolish, and
ought not to be listened to, who got hold of the silly ery, ¥ Down with the capitalists.” It was
nonsense. They would, none of them, get their bread and butter in this place for a week if
they had ne capital. (Hear, hear.) What thev did rightly claim was that whether it was
capital or labour which was allowed to get a monopoly of political power that was a deadl
flan;irer to the country where it happened, and every wise man would aim at the policy whie
would mean the fair and even distribution of political power. They did not object to capitalists
having their fair share, but they did object to, and were going fo do_all they could to prevent

them from getting hold of a larger share to the exclusion o% others. (Hear, hear.)

Tax Dervration To Lorp Mmxee.

. After_publishing their manifesto they went to see Lord Milner. That was the proper
thing to do. Get together a few representative, influential men, and then go and say what
the public were thinking about. That had been the orthodox method of gaining public opinion,
but he thought it was coming to an end. (Hear, hear.) They went to Lord Milner, and placed

hefore him some very useful suggestions, amongst them being the automatic redistribution of
seats, which, he thought, they all agreed with. 8 e

Oxe Vore, Oxg VaLUE.

They claimed, further, that one vote should have one value—(hear, hear)—and if they
meant by that that one man should have one vote, and one vote should have one value, he
sincerely hoped that the people of that town would stand up to the last man for that principle.
(Hear, hear.) No one could charge them with wishing to do any jerrymandering of any kind;

and if this was an attempt to jerrymander in favour of British interests against th

- v k I e Dutch, or
in favour of the Dutch against the English, he thought they would all bge oppused to ict.’ It
seemed to him to be an extraordinary position whieh Lord Lfilner took up on this point, Ilis

answer to the question put to him was elusive, He said there was a good d ini
to . 8 eal of opinion both
ways, Where had ihat opinion been expressed? Who had said it iﬁ public meetil:l or an

'Was a clt‘dl qllestlon lt was the question 0 Whl ey W bF 1 y O Y i

Tue £150 QuavtricaTion.
Another thing which the Progressives did was to su, i i
. gest to Lord Milner the £1560 fi-
cﬂuf‘?{ ith:: chance had the Dutch people to et their %rotes a8 they oughtl;co ge:at themqi‘;ahnis
qualifica tll;mh ere insisted on. If they made it £50 they would be a little nearer, and they would
agree with them still more. (A voice: “ Universul suffrage.”) That was better still.
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Tag Exrcurive.

Another suggestion was that the Executive of the Parlisment that was o be should have
amongst it number a few selected by Lord Milner. That proposal was absolutely unworthy
of them. (Hear, hear) Of nominated councilors, whether municipal or otherwise, ihis country
had hadr ‘enough. (Hear, hear.) In their turn and in their time they did good work. (llear,
hear.) They were suited for a particular purpose, under a certain set of conditions which had
disappeared and there was no room for them any more. (llear, hear.) When the Executive
members were nominated by the Crown they became not the servauts of the Parliament they were

supposed to serve, but its masters—(hear, hear)—and for that reason amongst other ones, the
practice should not be tolerated. ) £ P

'

»
“Waar vo we Prorose P

. Now, what did they propose? They proposed full Responsible Government, because they
believed that while there might be certain dangers connected with the granting of full Respon-
sible Government there were far more real daugers connected with the withholding of Respon-
sible Government. Lord Milner, against whom he would not say one unjust word if he knew- -
(hear, hear, and laughter). He was perfectly sincere; he had the greatest admiration for Lord
Milner and what be had done for the couniry. Like every statesman who did big things he
had made big mistakes-—(hear, hear, and a voice: ** You are right.”)-—and in this matier of
Responsible as_against Representative Government he wus making the greatest mistuke of his
life. He (Lord Milner) told the deputation that he had been instructed, so to speak, to build
a coach, and it was no use telling kim 1o build a motor-car. He (Mr. Quinn) ventured to say
that Lord Miloer was building neither a coach nor a wmotor-car. Having in his mind almost
unconsciously the knowledge that coaches, like apple-carts, sometimes got upsei—(laughter)—
Lord Milner was busy building & much more primitive kind of vehicle than a coach, viz., an
ox-wagon, and in order td give it the appearance of semething which it was not, he proposed
to put on it rubber tyres. An ox-wagon with india-rubber tyres wus a thing altogether out of
p!ace m South Africa, and would not do for a single day, (llear, hear.) In the granting of a
bigger measure of political freedom what should be kept before their minds was the guestion
what was most likely to bind the people together. Ile and his friends did not claim to have
found any panacea which would remove from the minds of the Dutch the wounds inflicted during
three years of terrible war, but pne thing they could do, and that was to inaugurate u policy,
not like Lord Milner's, which wus one of mistrust, suspicion, and confusion, but one of taking
these people by the hand and trusting them. They believed that if there was a risk to be taken
it should be taken in the right direction. Let them trust their fellow.citizens and ask them
to settle down and help to make this country what it ought to be and would be, ene of the
greatest in the universe, (Hear, hear) If the other policy were adopted, it would drive the
Dutch into a separate camp, start them working for their own political 1nterests, and make them
infinitely more discontented thau they were now. Having quoted the French in Cunada as

arallel cases with the Dutch in the Transvaal and the Orange River Colony, and argued that

ord Durham’s- measure of self-government had made the French Canadians a happy and con-
tented people, he asked if they were goinf to shut their eyes to such an_example as that, made
specially for them. If they did they would create a breed of professional politicians who would
make unrest greater and greater until some day there would be rrouble again. It was infinitely
better to take the risk of giving too much rather than too little. (Hear, hear.) Cape Colony and
Natal were often quoted to them as examples of Colonies having first to have Representative
Government before a full measure of Responsible Government; but they were not parallel cases
at all. They must remember that they came to the Transvaal and took from a people Responsible
Government, They were a people who loved political freedom, and they must not forget that
in trying to solve this problem, Let them not be afraid of doing the right thing, the generous
thing. The whole of the * wait-a-bit” policy arose from a miserable fear, and it was strange
to him that Lord Milner should show such a disinelination to exercise his faith in his fellow men.
In conclusion, Mr. Quinn said they were told that in the Representative Government the Crown
was to nominate the whole Cabinet, They had had some experience of the Crown neminations.
It was no use going into what was done, and could not be undone, but they should see to it
that such mistakes as had been made did not recur. (Applause.)

Mz, Wyserey axp ThE DuTcs,

fr. Wybergh, in seconding, said it was just six years ago that it was his privilege to be
prese%ftr at gn asgse;nbly whieh rivalled that one in its size, and in its enthusiasm; it was an
assembly which had since become historic, 1f was an assembly which bad for ifs object the
demand’ of their rights as British -subjects, the demand of their rights to share in the manage-
ment of their own affairs. That was an houest movement for rihe‘franch:se, and it rested with
them now to carry on that movement to its logical conclusion. They demanded the franchise six
years ago, and they were demanding it still. ~ But thé time was not tar off, if he could read the
symptoms aright, 1 he could put any reliance upon the enthusiasm and the firm purpose of that
assembly, the time was not far off when they were going to get full responsibility and that share
in the goverument of their country whick Britons had at all times demandéd, and. which. he
hoped and trusted they would insist. upon. “He wantéd to impbss upon them, and:on thosé :not.
present, that that was a continuous movement. It was pait of the great system of .pubhc pohc‘;g1
and pui)lic svolution which could not ultimately be turned aside. It was part of the defmzmd
of the people to rule themselves. There was one other thing he wanted to remind them of, an.l
that was tEat the former movement, though it had not yet!reached its full fruition, yef beC?llSG 1!
was supported by the people, it was successiul, and they might ba sure that the present mn};emflxll
would be sucoessful, They were told by Lord Milner that the movement was etained, tl‘al-t he
gquestion of Responsible Government was niot" practical politids to-day:. The answer hfo tha t“} us
vet;y clear; IT they held together, if they organised, it was‘in ‘}pqlr“pqﬁgt to"[‘;mkgvt”gt question

G2
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itati ding Responsible Govern-
tter of practical politics. Let them gu on ag:taﬂiug z‘a_nli deiln;zia&d dgmand from the whols
ment 1 il they got it. No Government at home could resist a e O ential a6 thiy
ment untl ey goL . and he ventured to say that importan o of Ressoncitly
of a great Colony like that, ) le sere with the supporters of Respons
resent opponents were, yet the mass of the peop ; oment. and they would find that
¥ t. Those present were the vanguard of the movem R esnoncible Government.
m";xgﬁnof the Trangmal in their thousands wu]l(lild rfléyut:; :gelfggpgnsibﬁzpﬁove rmment becauss
The argument of the Progressives that they Sho; imilsoonee which he ventured to say was w1th_0ut
they were disuniting the people, was a very spec tit. He would nck the Progressives against
hadow of justification or real truth at the bottom of 1t. A ositato o say that. at the
a stadow ]th ; working. Who were their enemies? He did not hesita Th P i
thl';m fwﬁiethes?demands,- was a rooted distrust of their Dutch-fellow-subi]]ecila o themgtu dony
b"a ; l(? at dare avow that their policy was an anti-Duteh policy. He ¢ %;ﬂgt could be Tons
;.‘hmi thgoso-:alled enemies against whom they were invited to show a umtie1 {:(111 ol o0 e
tﬁ - than the Duteh. (A voice: “ It is a ruse.”) The poliey of those d“' 10 heen i’gr Hiberty:
(1)3 "i! h a‘use in the past had never been anti-Dutch. Their demand had always Tt s nut‘ tiu;
it had 10  th ression, for the extinguishing of the Dutch race, Jt wa _
g hadhn%t hee;'l fpl;ett; Sl’lll‘)lfey were told that the demand for Responsible Govellillm(alt was
ritish idea of liberty. i ~ Jer Responsible Govern-
t. That country had been under e
premature, and that they should be patien hem believe that the Tnglishmen who had come inta
ment before the war, and would they have them leve that 1 ing powers than
i 5 he exercise of responsible governing p
the country in the Lust ten years were less fit for ¢ lves. The position was an absurd one. They were
the Dutch, who had so long exercised it for themselves, The p tb e e Ll et
not less fit for Responsible Government now than they wereken :1 n%n'nitv e
more fit for it. They had grown from a simple pastoral be;c war l(izft'g}ent opinions and interests.
p inds of : any pinlons and Interests
composed of all kinds of elements, of many different vfegvs.tntnlalz‘)il fike v O the it ire f thein
The people of the country were now in a position to take s %V ehsm T e o thely
country. They were the beginning of a great nation, at was X i ¢ e Thow Svars
have an enormous and far-reaching influence upon the future of the country. y.o
ﬁ::l:s;ﬁgizlet(? have questions decided over their heads by a nominyted Gp‘vemor, or by a ?.nmm{ul’lc:il'
Council, even though they were influenced by the best intentions. These \_ver? ques 1011: fhey
had a right to settle for themselves; they had a right to make their own mlst;}) ies, c’}m pu nléat
the worst. Race hatred must be the result of anything short of Respnngll ¢ Government,
because the Government must appear to favour one race or the other when racia quelstmns t}r(?:wl.
Those on that platform did net think it at all necessary that the divisions should be tl'a(ﬁl.
divisions. 1n his opinion, the ultimate divisions in that country would be, as they were practica ]}l
in every country, fiberal and conservative, or popular and monopolistic. The leI-Sl()t‘]s‘_W(-)u] {
not be racial if they could help it. When people talked of the fear of a Dutch majority ble
ventured to say that the majority should rule, whatever 1ts opinions and nationality might t{'l
Mr. Wybergh proceeded to speak in favour of the automatic redistribution of seats, and quut?_
Canada as a precedent, and 1n favour of oue man one vote, He thought representation shou d
be based upon population, and not npon voters. He did not care which side the majority took
so long as they were governed by the people of the country. The majority would govern in
the interests of those people wha lived in the country, and not in the interests of those penple
who lived on the country.
Me. G. Horcmssoy.

Mr. Hutchison supported the resolution. In doing so he said that the peaple had quite a
number of political doctors lately preseribing for their constitutions. The majority apparently
had been recommending soothing syrups and sleeping draughts, That was not the treatment
that those ¢n the platform, and many, he hoped, around, were decided upun recommendinz,
(Laughter and hear, hear.) They rerommended that the patient should be unbowund: he shouid
be allowed the free use of his limbs, and be able to take natural exercise, and in that way soon
pick up his strength, and go forward as u giant refreshed.  The truth wus, the Progressives
were afraid that in Parlinment they would not be in « majority s they were afraid that a certain
section of the British represented here would ally themselves withi the Dutch in the future
administration of the country, Why should not ihat be 305 In that was the hope of future
unity and of prosperity. Why, if the Progressives waited until they were in a majority, they
would wait until Lingdom Come, and they would not even be in a majority then. ( Laughter.)
What they (the Responsibles) wanted was to get the Duteh to join in the future administration
of the country, and they said that * trust begets trust.” It they trusted the Dutch, although
the latter were not yet completely in accord and bharmony with them, they would do the very
thing to bring that about and to make them clasp hands in that brotherhond necessary for the
prosperity of the Transvaal. Attacking the Inter-Colonia] Conneil, which he said was a relic
of martial faw, Mr, Hutehison eritieised the action of the Council in counection with the Springs-
Witbank and the Klgrksdorp_Eourteen Streams Railways, He did not know why the latter had
been given, unless it was entirely for the benefit of De Beers. It was apparently chiefly to
carry their coal, and for fifteen years after the railway wa taken over—if ever it was—they were
entitled to have their coal carried at 3d. per ton. That contract had been entered into, he said,
bg Lord Milner, ag High Commissioner, with De Beers, Lord Milner was one of the executors
of the will of the late Cecil Rhodes, whose estate was largely invested in De Beers, Without
tmputing the slightest personal corruption to Lord Milner—ang no ons could think of doing sow-
it was incompatible with his position as High Commissioner and Governor of the Transvaal
to make & contract with a company with which he was concerned even indirectly. The people
should have a right to review the work dong on that contract, because the very eireumstances
were such 28 to nullify it in 4 ' ) '

o e, i sense ]cl)f equity, ‘
e resolution was then put to the meet ; i i ' '
b g, Tosolut T eting, and the chairman declared it carried, with only

APPEALING 10 Hone,

M&]E: ;I‘ éoH' F;'ﬁ: tlilen moved fhs:] following resolution ; — .
by Of the dotegoing resolution he sent ¢ Hi : ST
with a request, that it be transmitted to the fgecr:; cepency he High Commicsianer;

ary of State for the Colonjes,
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_ Mr, R. Shaoks seconded the resolution. He asked, did they ever hear of a community gettin
into a state of cham‘;l}‘com‘sequgnce of having their liberty eitendcd? He never did.tyfle hag
seen that night that “ The Star ™ had discovered that no doubt many of the gentlemen in favour
of Responsible Government were perfectly honest. They could afford to pat themselves on
getting a character like that. He was rather pleased to ree that seversl alterations had taken
place in the programme of their friend, the enemy. They had given up the idea that every man
who favoured the British flag ought to turn himself into a flag-pole. There was no necessity
for it, and the more they kept it in the dark the better it would be, and the more they acted
up to it the better it would be for all. When the deputation from the irresponsible party
.attended on Lord Milner, he said there was no use in going to him. They (the Responsbles)
E?;ﬁai?kmg him, in his capacity of High Commissioner, to forward their resolution to Great

The resolution wag then put and rarried unanimously,

A vote of thanks to the chairman, Mr. Whiteside, terminated the proceedings,

(8)
“ Star,” January 20th, 1905,
Lasr Nieut's Mrermve,
A Grrear Privewrri AFFIRMED,
Lauarn Priviveces or Vorers,

A Disorprery CoNcrusIoN,

The Wanderers’ Hall, the forum of the people of Fohanneshurg, was last night once again
the scene of a historic gathering. In interest and importance the gathering was almost equal
to those great assemblies of pré-war days, Then Johannesburg demanded constitutional rights
from a reluctant Government; to-day Johannesburg is discussing the basis of a Censtitution
which n willing and sympathetic Government is willing to accord. The one marked difference
was that the meetings of the past were marked with a unanimity of purpose, the whole congre-
gation pulsated with one desire, which was lacking last night. In enthusiasm, in the desire to
further the common weal, the assemblages were gimilar, At times last night we lived in the
past. The leaders of the stormy days preceding 1899 were on the platform to advocate again
the rights, privileges and liberties of the people. Another landmark in the history of the
Transvaal has been reached. ‘Ihe Magna Charta of what will be, it is to be hoped, one people,
bound with common interests and animated by one desire, has to be framed. For one great
principle. that must be embodied in thal Constitution, there was & unanimous vote last night.
The majority of the meeting wished to go further. It was evident from the frequent interrup-
tions that a large number of those present were desirous of obtaining an expression of opinion
as between Represontative and Respousible Government. The promoters—the Johannesburg
Branch of the 'Bruusvaul Progressive Association—called the meeting for the express purpose of
gauging public opinion on the one point, and they were not prepared to go further. The speakers
were unfortunately frequently interrupted, and eloguent crations lost some of their incisiveness
and force, _

‘When the chairman had declared the proceedings over, and left the chair, uproar prevailed
for a time. A gentleman who had made vain efforts to speak towards the close of the meeting
climbed on the platform, and the people in the body of the hall left their seats. Policemen
appeared, and it looked as if a commotion to which the Wanderers’ also is not unfamiliar, would
ensue. The would-be speaker stood on the table, the central figure of at that time ungovernable
crowd. Eventually stentorian shouts for order enabled him to begin, and he told his grievance.
He was followed by the Rev, My, Lane, one of the unsuccessful candidates for municipal honours
at the last election, who accused the chairman of ug-British comduer in refusing to give him
an opportunity to move an amendment, and by Mr. Lorimer, one of the impussioned orators of the
Social Democratic League. However, nothing unseemly trangpired, and the people filed out of

i orderly manner. _ )
the hﬁlrl 1.?0;.13 Roy, President of the Transvaal Progressive Association, presuled,ﬁa}nd amongst
those on the platiorm were:-—Mujor the Hon. W. Bagot, Colonel Donaldson, Sir Wm, van
Hulsteyn, Messrs, W. 8t. John Carr, D. C. Greig, 5. C. Black, A. MeHugh, F. Horak,
1. L.  Schumann, D. Christopherson, A. R. SBawyer, w. Bullantn}e, W. Basil Worsfold,
Dr. Murphy, R. Dawson, R. Bertram, D. 0. Lys, J. Lmrys Evans, I:I Graumann, W, J, F;y.'reli.
S, Weil, A. Soutter, E. J. Edwards, J. W. Leonard, K.C, W. Smale Adams, A. Y. Niven,
F.D. P, Chaplin, G. Adamson, A. Mackie Niven. The hall was filled, about 3,000 being present.

THE CHAIRMAN.

‘ said the objert of the meeting was fo insist upon the Home Governmen
i 0’5:;;;?:12“1:& pew Constitution that may be granted to that country the principle of the
eq J)alit\' of votes and automatic redistribution of seats. Whatever difference of opinion dnels ex:st,
lie felt sure thal on that point, at any rate, they would be waanimous, and that they would have

a unanimouns vote,
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"Tur RESOLUTION. .
Mz. Dopp's SPEECH,

Mr. Dodd moved the first resolution:—

That this meeting desires to place on recurd its firm convietion that no Copstitution will
e acceptable to this Colony which does not contain provisions establishing at the
oulset and maintaining for the futurc equal power and equal privileges for each voter.

e said in its short and eventful history Johannesburg had reached another stage in the .
march of progress, If was being inundated with floods of political oratory But il was all
right. The Municipality was considering a scheme of storm-water drainage. (Laughter.)
Political sneeches were infinite in their variety. The kind which was not the least popular, and
which was always the ensiest to make, was that in which the speaker dragged in the names of
those who did not agree with him for the purpose of criticism or abuse, or. it may be, in order
to indulge a love for scornful jest. * Man serves his time to every irade save censure, Crities
all are ready-made.” They were not there that night to bandy words with iriends who did not
quite agree with them. They credited them with a sincerity equal to their own. Nor were
they were to ery for a something which they could not get. When they wanted to drive home
on a wet night they were content to take a cab instead of waiting for the motor-car which was
not there, A man might like mutton better than beef, but he was a bit of a fool if he refused
to put his knife into the sirloin which the head of the house had placed on the table, though
he might be perfectly right in giving instructions for the joint he liked to-morrow. (A voice:
“ Speak to the point.”) My friend has not been = politiciau long, or else he would have learnt
patience. (Laughter.) There was a meeting held on Murket Sguare last night—(applause)—
and, incidentally, he suggested to them that it was highly gratifying to find that the speakers
at the meeting expressed their approval of ibe resolutions they were there to discuss and with
them they heartily agreed. There was far less between the two political parties that existed
than many people would imagine. (A voice: * Responsible (overmment,” interruptions, and
a voice: No. Fifteen shillings to-night.”) They were absolutely agreed on the subject of equal

olitical rights of all voters. They were in agreement on the question of ultimate Responsible
Government, though, perhaps, they might differ in the use of the word * immediately.” "(* That
18 the point,” and Interruptien.) He was in agreement with a letter that appeared in the news-
papers yesterday suggesting that in two or three years they would be ripe for Responsible
Gavernment, (More interruptions.) Those who quarrelled with him had got to quarrel with
Mr. Cullivau, too. There was one sneech that was made on the Market Square last night that
he heard, that was made somewhat in the spirit of the countryman who went to Donnybrook
fair, and issved a challenge in the terms they had been accustomed (o hear: * Who'll tread on
the tail of my coat#”

A Cuarience.

That chullenge was a challenge to them that evening to discuss the question of Responsible
Government. For three reasons they did not propose to discuss that question. (A voice: * You
are afraid.”) The first of these reasons was that they had something else to talk about: the
second of those reasons was that they bad something better to do—(a voice: “Rats!” and
continued interruption)-—than to attempt to pick a quarrel with their neighbours; and the third
reason was that they had something better to do than to attempt to pick a quarre] with the Home
Government—(laughter)—~by striving to get out of the Home Government things that they
could not get. The question of Responsible Government was a settled thing.

PrincipLEs aT STAKE.

The question was made clear to them more or less what they were going to i
that question, there were a few principles at stake, prineiples thai] appli fmg all %ﬁeb;:igg?gﬁi
that applied to whatever form of elective government that they might chance to gét and the
principle beyond anythmf.elsa was that ome man ehould be as good as another man
when he went to the polling booth to record his vote. That was what they had come
there that night to discuss, and no red herring thrown across the track should draw them
away. (Applause.) Iu the march of events they had reached a landmark in {he history of
the country. Some 30 months ago peace was re-established, and two phases of Government had
passed over their heads in that two and a half years. First of all they were a Crown Colony
pure and simple; then a number of citlzens were nominated to advise the nominated reﬁre{

give them en elected Assembly, which would give them i i
that they were looking forward to at the presengt moment, ) (]%?orilc‘gﬁm‘a‘tbgg’i ;gantt v;'ta g)thei‘lihilniﬁ

want it, and he hoped they would i Attt
that, (Hear, hezlr,pan d agpla‘i:;e')get it, and he hoped they would get responsibility underneath

. ' o
CoMPELLED T0 Acckrr wiar waS Grven,

They were in the position of being compelled t
. 3 WL Y Ty : oy o
to glve_therp. (" N, no,” and interruption.) He a;j?g: etiWhat the I
srlw]me]t];n:f in the ms};antn}t:e temporarily. (“ No, ng”
all, let them remember that in the early political dave of their exi i
> he Y : 3 o
f:k:l;:’t(elryl] i]:i)ze]i]uahtgs .nf. calmness and wodertion apd gnodlrn::;:teiz%]dmt]:n-iar a8 ﬂl('t_y
comei ’ang 1[““ ri;gg] _3\e111n1ent that they were fit for the fuller resp'onsibilih- e?‘nl;:ummd o
ket exniil:lmenf. wl?iLh liﬁntnt}iféfvh?}zulff;ﬁ' W(:H:]ﬂr, hear.l and dissent,) If 51::1; egﬁfbﬁgl
y whie , they way y i i '
;u;anh;:! to ‘ha:m‘ inerr heads Jovel: thex wanted 1 k::;on!;ilrshh:ﬁry htﬂﬂ(]fhey wanted; thay
ndations weve being laid, the foundaiions oI a nation; the foundatr;gils of{;agolhem'ih {,T,}:e
» ony a a

hat the mpertiul Government chose
) Al lemperate men to accept thal
and further terruption,) And,pahn:(!

—.
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believed one day would prove to be the hyi i itisl
, 3 ‘ ghiest gem in the British Crown. And on those
f"‘;‘i“‘iatm’}lls he *Ll!ﬁlth" were called upon to build a structure that was to last for their childven,
an 3 orhtdexr cd i fens children. (A voice: * Or the Chinese.”) Their friend who had just
;pn ilnt' ! 6}%“1_ ently })eEn_ there before. (Laughter) Lei them remember that the only sure
eiun a Ilunfh_mcu]nv .Constltutmn and for any nation were the foundations of justice and fair
l?.’Y-. nt 11s. olony they wanted no monopoly. (* Hear, hear,” * Oh, oh,” and interruption.)
the Wa?he; no 111_(]1ustlce. In just laws and pure administration they would find the golden key,
the ey ha opene the hearts ofﬂmen and which would bring together all the diverse eloments
azhmlig .t tp%lht.lps be formed. (“Bosh.”) The real reason of their meeting that night rested
01111 If' act hat a short time ago, as they would have read in the papers, a deputation waited on
the Iligh (fomm:ssxonerm(hootmg)f’rq discuss one or two jmportant points which they thought
should be”pu’rulp‘to the .new”Cnnstltutmn. (Interruption.) One of the things was “one vote,
one value,” (“That's right,” aund applanse.) The fact of the matter nas that that was fair and
reasonable, and one was most ashamed to have to apologise for having defended it with argument,
But there appeal’-,qd to be a doubt. The reply to the deputation by Lord Milner—{"* 'Who sent
the deputation? )—wag, * The arguments in favour of it are very strong.” (Dissent.) Well,
were they not? The High Commissioner said that he could not say whether they were over-
whelming or of such a nature as to be acted upon by His Majesty’s Government. In'laying down
El:’egngﬁ?::lptuhon, were they gning to give one man a vote of greater value than thai possessed

Tur Prorue’s BirTHRIGIT.

If that was done, they would be guilty of unfair conduct, which would lay them open to the
charge of privilege. After all, they could not forget some of the characteristics of the proud
nation from which the Constitution was to come. For long centuries the politieal power of
Britain was the privilege of the few; and it was only after struggle and agitation that it beenme
the birthright of the many. Even now, the fight was going on, the fight for “ one man, one
vote,” and “ one man, one value”; on the supposition that they were going to give a greater
value to the vote of one man than the value of the vote of another, on what principle would they
work? (“ Manhood suffrage.”) If the interrupter thought that manhood suffrage was something
that would give one vote more value than another, he must confess himself astonished at his
ignorance. Now, on what principle should it be? There was an old saying, which they would
remember, “ No taxation without representation.” It was possible to regard that in another
light, and say, “ No representation without taxation.” But this would not affect them much,
because, in one way and another, the tax-collector contrived to get at every ome of them.
(Laughter.) No, let them have taxation in proportion to the representation, though there might
be some wry faces at that. Then they might say, “ Let us have representation in propertien to
taxation.” That had been argued many and many a time, but that night he would say away
with such sophistry based on injustice. "What would the effect be? Lighty per cent. of the
taxes of this country were paid from the Rand. If 80 per cent. of the representation had to
come from the Rand, it wou]l)d be a wrong to the Boers that no man for a single moment could
justify. ‘What was to be represented? It was not the skyscrapers, fine palaces, or even the fine
houses in Parktown, or any other part of the fown. It was not in these that the inhevent right
to political privilege dwells. It was in men. The gold--the acres—the palaces—use what
phrase you chase—to go back to Burns—“ The rank is but the guinea’s stamp, the man’s the

gowd for a’ that.” (Cheers.)
Equariry or REPRESENTATION.

Representation must be representation of men, and no man, in the eyes of the law, must be
placed at an advantage over hus fellow-man. But there was another way in which they might
say it was fair that one man should have his vote counted as being of greater value than another.
If there happened to be a Jarge area of land around where he lived, if he lived far from his fellows
and had an extra mile or two to go to the polling baoth on election day, then it would be only
fair that that man’s vote should have extra political power. (“No, no.”) No; absolutely no.
He would therefore suggest this. If {hey said to their friend the Boer that on the Rand they
possessed no virtue from the fact that they paid a lurger share of the taxation of the country,
and that the British vote had no extra value, then he was perfectly certain that any, fair-minded
Boer in the country would grant to them that the illimitable veld did not give him the right
to expect that his vote should be estimated on a higher scale of value than theirs. _(Applause.)
Te auggested that nothing could be fairer, nothing more 1easonable than this principle, that
each vote should have the same value. He suggested that the first thing in their Constitution
was to get every man entitled to a vote placed upon the register. As soon as the registers were
finished they would know exactly the number of voters there were in the country, and then they
would know how many members would be returned to the Legislature, and the number of
members to be returned divided into the total number of voters, would settle as nearly as possible
the number of voters who everywhere had to return one member. Once they had got that, the
constituencies should be divided up throughout the country, so that each as far as possible
should contain the same number. (Applause.) That was the way in which one vote should
have one value. You create one constituency with 4,000 voters in it, another with 2,000.
The one would return a four-thousandth part of a member, so that one vote was worth twice as
much as the other, and that was an ingquuhlty they must avoid, A second factor following on
this was that they should have automatic redistribution of seats.

Fururs REPRESENTATION.

‘tuency had 2,000 odd voters mow, by and by, when an election came, that
numggroxnnﬁvc?]l;?; increfmed to 4,000 voters, instead. ’ Why in the name of common sense shoukl
it not be deserviug of another member. He ought to be got without trouble, and without friction.
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ead something iu the history of the O1d Country, and something, too, of the more _recent
%i:t(l::;’l (ff Cape Unlnng, and he found there that the same struggle had taken place on this very
question, The time was past when fair play and class were adverse to each other. Let them
not allow any politics in this country raise the great bone of contention which had given so
much trouble elsewhere. He recommended these principles to them, and he did not conceive
that they would dream of voting for either one or both. One thing more, if they were gong
to have politics, let it be strenuous, but when_one has expressed himself on a political subject,
let us hope that e will be able to rise the following morning with the’ convietion that he has
not sacrificed his personal friendship on the alfar of golltlcal controversy. One thing they ought
to strive for, that was, they should have one day and always a Government in this country that

was clean and honest. (Loud applause.)

Mz, SovTrER.

Mr. Soutier next spoke. He said that it was no easy matter to speak after the eloquent
address they had listened to from Mr. Dodd, but he would endeavour to make his points as
clearly, and as shortly, as he possibly rould. The question that they were discussing that night
was oue of the most vital importance to new-comers, and to the old residents it was a matter
which it was possible to magnify. It was a guestion that they should discuss soberly and

quietly. There was no room for passion in the iscussion of the subject,

Prea For MODEBATION.

Phe President of the Responsible Government Association on Saturday last asked his followers
to exercise moderation, but not to indulge in personalities, not fo impute motives; but he gave
those who differed from them credit for having formed their opinions irom conscientious motives.
(Hear, hear.) These sentiments they (the Representative party) heartily reciprocated, and they
bitterly regretted that the difference which diﬁf’ exist, small as they thought it was, should exist;
beeause he said, this question at issue was too important to every man in this Colony, to every
citizen vf Jobanvesburg, to be obscured by anything that was petty or persomal. (Hear, hear.)
They were at the birth of a new Constitution. He asked them to throw back their minds 1o
those days of strife when such a Constitution was nothing but a forlorn hope, a dream, but now,
after the din of war, they found that it was an actuality, aud at such a time as this the great
question was mot whether at this moment, or in two years' time, or three vears, they should
have Responsible Government. (“Yes, we want it now.”) He said this was not the wital
question,  (“ Yes, it 1s.”)

Tre Vrran QUESTION.

The vital question, he said, was this: Whether Representative Government or Responsible
Government, the point was that every voter in this Colony should be given equal power und
equal privilege. (Applause, and “ Cart before the horse.”) And, he said, shoulil they allow any
subsidiary question to obseure the duty to themselves and those who followed atier them, to
urge the Imperial Government to grant in the new Constitution that which the men ot Johan-
nesburg had ever been insistent upon—equality for every white inhabitant of this Coluny for all
time—(applause) —whether he happened to reside in the country or in the town; and that meant,
a8 Mr. Dodd had explained, one vote one value, a Parliament representing men and not property,
and not locality. He said that before that important issue all other matters sank into
insignificance. Let that unce be granted, (A voice: *“ You are done.”) He could only assume
that the gentleman who interrupted him did not wish to have equal power. (A voice: * Oh, yes,
he does. He fought for his country,” and interruption.) They should not spend their time ot -
that particular moment in details of superstructure before they had seen that the foundations
were sound and good. (A wvoice: “Deal with the Constitution.”) He was dealing with the
Constitution, he was dealing with the most important part of the question. If they could conceive
of a Constitution which did not provide for the value of a vote, he did not know whether they
had Jearnt their lesson. He said just now that that was not a question that could be discussed
nnr_was’_there any reason why it should be discussed in heated argument, (A voice: * Don't ge{
excited,” and laughter) Nothing that they could say would alter the fact that the Imperial
Government was going to give them a Constitution with a mominated Executive. ‘(Uroans‘ )
His point was tha_& they should lay aside all other considerations at that particalar Noment- -
(voices: * Oh, no.”)-—and apply themselves to that important prineiple which was embodied i
the resolution that was proposed to them, (A voice: “That is all right, as far us it gues "
That was a resolution which the Responsible Government Association ﬁad' expressed theigr ct;n)
currence with, and what they had to do was to express to the Government at Home that on th E
point at any rate they were solid, they were united. (Applause.) My, Dodd had alread i ka
to them about the equality in numerical strength of the districts. He did not kn y'fsgc{il e
was anyone there who had the least doubt on that point. (“No. no.”) There, at anow'lt ’dfm'
:eé?stﬁgiﬁdnaﬁ fhe{ weée furthemi) agreed that there were two ways in which ther}(fz rx;llie’ht 'g?:

riby seats. One was by an automatic process, which should b bodi

A ! ) e embodied 1n
Copstitution, and the other was by an Act of Parliament, Those of them who had knotlls

anything of South Africa for some : ion 1 i :
of ‘these was preferable. vears, could have no question in their own minds as to which

Tue Lesson oF T0E CAPE anDp NATAL.

b 'Eebgly “l}ﬁglt Sﬁgg E’;la'( hag hap&yaned in the Cape Colony. (A voice: “Bug-beurs ") They
had scen what hud ppetm dl'n Natal, when, in their last Redistribution Bilf bittern ;
created b repl'eseutati?:;luq ryN istricts anf’l town distriets; and it was common imuwled esst;]vais
Thens aould b o ouion 33 th:‘tagi :l];:ti&gl:l}ﬂ had lost a very Jimportant portion of hc%etrn(l]lo'
fulr and Droper ons, wad oo et th o . )ﬂz!g izxésa, theA automutie system of redistribution was u

mati oy . (Applanse,) So f Cla
ation as to how the new Constitution would be fram e, But, y )uuythi lf;’ ‘:‘légg 111:31 elétfftl: al]lfg:;
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the indifferent, it would be a paragraph which g i ' ‘
‘ Tagr: h appeared in the press of yesterday—(heur, hear)—
ileam a f(frreiponde_nt at Pretoria,” From that correspondent they were ‘ied to tﬁinlﬁ it ’ossiblg»«
t'twtqu 1%01 pgt it higher than that—that the Constitution would be based on the Cape Con-
?,-I Htion Of 853; that ne provision would be made for equal electoral divisions on a numerical
dfxsls., or for the automatic redistribution of seats; that the boundaries of the old Volksraad
1strict would be_ respected—(a voice: * Don't repeat piffle ”)—that in no case shull the repre-
aﬁl}tatmn of the Wxtwhtersra_nd area exceed 12 out of a House of 30 elected members, and that
;c) 'lz_s proportion was to be maintained in future redistribution measures. In view of these possi-
ilities, _the_pnsmbﬂ%‘hea of _au’ch a_Constitution, they were told that their resolution that night
was a side issue. (“So it 18.”) It was no side issue; it was the vital point. (Applause, long
and continued.) He appealed to them who valued the franchise to unite in the resolution, so
t!aat it might go forward as the united and fized determindtion of the community that in any
Constitution the Yrmcxple which was embodied in the resolution should be incorporated; and

then they might look forward to {1 1 ti i 7 3 i i
foem they ?Applause.) td to those good times which they had almost got tired of looking

Mz, Cuarriv,

Mr. F. D. P. Chaplin said it secmed to him that at that meeting they had got into rather
& curlous position, (Hear, hear, and laughter.) The object of the mecting was to discuss the
resolution which had been placed before them by Mr. Dodd and Mr. Soutter. If they took
a poll on the resolution at once he believed it would be carried unanimously. (Hear, hear.) It
was 4 little hard upon those who had to speak if they were not allowed to confine themselves to
the diseussion of the resolution upon which they were all unanimous. (Interruption.) The
had not come there to discuss Responsible Government or Representative Governmeni at all,
(Voices: “You should”) They bad all their views on that question, and he was perfectly
repared to come and discuss that at a meeting called for that purpose. (“ Oh,” and * When? )
ut why should they waste their time? (“ Discuss it now,” and mterruption.) What they had’
to discuss that night were certain fundamental principles, whether the Constitution granted to
them was responsible or not. He thought that the town of Johannesburg and the district of
Witwatersrand, should express their opinion in no uncertain voice as to the fundamental principles
which they were now discussing.

Tax ForEcasT.

Mr. Soutter had alluded to the paragraph which appeared in one of the mewspapers on
Wednesday. He understood thht the correspondent was unusually well informed, but he thought
if they put two and two together, or put the correspondent’s paragraph, and with it, Lord Milner's
reply—(¥ We will not,” and * It's a mare's nest ”)—they would come to the conclusion that in
the Conftitution which would shortly be granted, there would be no place for these principles
unless they asked for them. (Cries of “ Responsible Government.”) Were they in Johannesburg
ever 1o be content, whether under Representative or Responsible Government—(‘* We don’t want
Representative Government,” and  remewed cries of . Responsible Govergment.”)—w_lth
insufficient representation, as compared with the country districts. Was it conceivable that 500
farmers (as he had read the other day in a paper) in Rustenburg should have equal voting power
with 2,000 miners? (“ Who said that? ™) That was precisely the reason why they asked them
to pass the resolutions, Of course, they might say that the Boer must be trusted. ~Let them trust
the Boer by all means. (Applause, and * Why don’t you do it?”) He would say that the

rogramme of the Progressive Association was a proof that the Boer was trusted. They would
End in that programme that every Boer who was on the First Volksraad burgher roll should have
a vote, whether otherwise qualified or not. (Applause.) Did that show trust in the Boer or not?
The only other thing they were asking fo~ was that they should be put on equal terms with the
Boer. No man could object to equality. Some might make out a case, and say that the Boers
did not give them equality before, and therefore they should not give the Boer equality now.
That would not be fair. They must have one man to one vote, and one vote must huve one value,
whether for the farmer or the miner, the millionaire or the artisan, (A voice: “ Are we treated
any better now than the Boers {reated us?” and laughter.) Still, there wa3 another point which
had not been so clearly dealt with, and which his friend might call a side issue. So it was in a
way. The question was whether, assuming they adopted the numerical basis, that basis was a
basis of voters, or whether it was a basis of population, In his opinion the basis of voters wus
by far the best and most logical—(applause)—because they would be easily able to count their
voters, but if they were going to base it on population enly they would have to wait for the
census, and they all knew the census was a very long, costly, and wearisome process, and when
they had got it it did not always give them all the information they thought it would, When they
éou{d count their votes avery year they could see whether there was any justification for redis-
tribution of seate, and whct?wr people who were gntxﬂe‘d to re}?resentahog”m Parliament were
going to get it, or whether they were not. (A voiee: “ What 1s a voter! and laughter.) A
voter was a person who gave a vote; he did not know any other definition. Supposmg they harl
a new gold discovery, a new diamond industry, and they had a town springing up of 10,000 or
20,000 people, did they mean to say they should wait for the eensus, or for a special Act of
Parliament to give these people representation? (“No.”) They were agreed on that, The
roper thing to do was to have automatic redistribution for three or four years. (Applause.)
e did not find anything of the sort in the proposal made by a well-informed ‘c"nrrespnndeut n
Pretorin, and he laid great stress npon what Lord Milner had said. He said; “I suppose“‘rhers
is practical nnanimity on the question, but you have to deal with a British Government,” an
he said in effect the British Government is very slow to move. (Laughter.) He thought it wﬁs
a very good thing to be conservative, and he hoped he was a good Conservative himself, but (ti e
British Government had to consli]der tﬁns counftriv.f Tll;eybco]uldulﬂot a{)&&)ri tok gg(? thf}rlxé :(1} z«:‘irg*‘
ituti i ight hove heen useful for Barbados 40 or 80 years ago. : -
Irgggf E:J&Sttltgggﬁethtlﬁkazn groposals for automatic redistribution and numerical basis. 'I"heg
must consider that if these things had no place at home it did not follow they were not suited

H
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. s o ) ‘ Lie
is country; and, though they might say they had no belief in these new fangled ideas, i

;1000}11)111: ﬁere kgt;w what isgbest f?)r tha&;m and would have to get it. They could no:t! ‘%thtbtlzgase ‘
things into a Constitution already made. If they were going to have nutomg%c ret s Ll fu 10_111;
they should ask for it now the Constitution wus in the making, and if they did , nuﬂasb ] or ld
now they would find that when the Constitution was made they would not get it. Re e 1@){3
they all “agreed upon that point. (“No, no,” and hear, hiear.} They could discuss Responsible
Government another might. (*0h”) He would ask them all that night to pass, with a
wnanimous vote. and to demond with no uncertain voice, that in the Constitution that was to

be given them ihose fundamental principles would find a part, (Applause.)
Mr, J. W. Lroxagrp.

. Leonard, who was received with applanse, said that he did not anticipate, when he came
1hethrh:£;e :\'ening 1o meet an assembly invited to discuss the resolutions, that he should find
any digsension in the room upon the subject of that resolution. He was very happy indeed if
he could read the character of a public assembly, that he could discern no sign of dissension
upon the subject which had brought them there that night. Having said that he thought they
would agree with him that he might fairly sit down—(no, no)-—because he had come there as
& humble iadividual to back up that one single resolution, and no more. There was a time in
the past when it fell to his part to champion the canse of the inhabitants of Johannesburg in
their great fight for political rights, (Applause.) In those days, and they were strenuous
duys, he thought he bad the confidence of the vast bulk of the inhabitants of Johannesburg.
(Hear, hear, and a voice: * You deserved it.”) He hoped that with changed times nothing had
occurred to shake that confidence in him. He was there by right of _bemg one of their late
champions. (A volce: “ Why did you change?”) He wus sorry he did not catch the gentle-
mun's remarks. ‘The remark having been repeated, the speaker continuing, said: If the gentle-
man waited to see on what side he (Mr, Leonard) was, perhaps he would find that he was, as
he had always been, on the side of the people in their struggle for liberty. (Applause) A
large number of them had come there that night burning with enthusiasm to discuss the
question whether they had Responsible Government. (Hear, hear.) Let him say at the outset
that, although he might differ very slightly in some details from those who were in favour
of immediate Responsible Government, he was not going to be the other indispensable party to
that quarrel, If they liked, on any given day, or at any given time they chose, he would stand
up and give reasons for the faith that was in him, but for the smoment he would say that he
preferred to stick to the issue before them. The side issue that night was whether they were
to have Responsible Government. (Interruption.) They had come there to discuss a very
serious matter, and he asked them to remember that no diseussion was possible amid incessant
interruption. He wanted to stick to the issue before them. It was through difference of opinion
that they got at the truth. (A voice: “And at the fees,” and laughter.) Should he tellpthem
why this was a vital issue?

Tee Cant axp TR HoRrse,

A gentleman at the bottom of the hall reiterated that they were puiting the cart before the
horse. Should he tell them why they were doing s0? There seemed t%e haziest, vaguest opinion
a4 to what was meant by Responsible Government. Responsible Government was a Government
by Legislature first and last. First, it was a Government by the Legislature. The different
between Responsible Government and Representative Government, that was nat guided by
Responsible Ministry, was that in one case the Ministers went out of office at the vote of the
House, and in the other they did not. Well, anybody who was going to challenge such an
<lementary statement showed conclusively he was ignorant of the very elements of political
knowledge, and it was because he wished to disabuse the minds of even the smallest minority
in the room as to any error as to the exact meaning of these words that he ventured to take up
the attention of the vast majority, who, he believed, did understand. Before they could have
Responsible Government, they must have legislative power established on a certain basts, and
the basis on which ‘that was established was called their Constitution. And the responsibility
ar want of responsibility of Ministers to Parliament had for the moment nothing whatever to do
with the case. The Constitution which they were going to get within the next three months,
or one month—he did not know when it was to be given—was the Constitution which the
country would he governed under, whether they had a Responsible Ministry or not. That was
their cart, and it had to go behind the horse. (Afplause.) Let him put it to those members

of the audience who wished to give them Responsible G tt i
hin, ataience g ponsible Grovernment that they would discuss these

Ax Exrreme TnLvstraTion.

. How would they feel if they had Responsible Government granted to { d i
tion which gave J ohannesburg two member out of 507 Hegput an tgxggzeugg:;a l%(()ami:zlltel;v
t‘%@t no such preposterous idea had ¢ver occurred to a Constitution maker. Supposing the

I?Watersrﬁund, supposing the population of Johanneshurg would be limited to five members in
a hﬁ'l_lth of 50, and R‘,?Spon’ﬂ’lblﬁ fovernment was tossed to them as a gift, what would they do
wit hl . (A voice: “Rot) _That gentleman was probably at school when he (Mr. Leonard)
waj elping b::o govern countries, and knew more about politics than he did. (Loud applause
:mt ha m:;mt trh anthe audience said something about the Progressives at the Cape which was
not neard at the Iress table.) The gentlemen, continued M. Leonard, who talked about what

the P ive i : h A :
b dor(&:ﬁssthessﬁﬁgzc(tl?l% at the Cape was indeed introducing an element which had nothing

hat they were discussing was the Constituti i
Bad got to Live and s i I issing was the Constitution under which they
o 5} s vory frat es e-“;fe if they could. He asked them fo hear this m mind, because, after

the case was to see what their Legislative Constituti
‘ ’ 1 Legislative Constitution ws o
they started any form of Government, because the exact mothod under which their ﬁ;egﬁfi:"z
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was going to be elected, the exact condition under which ; inistrati
. ¢ X 1ch it was to ey y
must, in the neceas'lty of things, be settled ufter their Constitutiml; ‘.vﬂnlstl )m?c::a t{%];\:da'ulnumstlutwu,

Coxserreriox FIXED OXCE AND FOR ALL,

Their Legislative Constitution was goi 3
' : { tion was going to be fixed now, once and for all, by
Se}:;zin“:em Enz;}l:_mg their Constitution for them, by the Imperial (Government, tl?ntth]felizfo’mg
Gover:liieot : l(i! éloullltry in the hollow of its hand. (Hear, hear.) Immediately the Home
Governmue lﬁ) ] ha . ectared its mtel‘Eh?n to bestm_v representative institutions upon this country,
P uf P!l%ell would say, ** Goad; we will take representative institutions, but we want
lo fake ther tﬁ usC something, we want them with the arrangement that prevailed in other
fpaniries, X ﬁ il e, in Capada, and Australia, and elsewhere, with the arrangement that
th secutive should only hold office during the pleasure of the House.” Ile was going for
he moment to concede to them that he agreed with them, (Hear, hear) He did not say he did
agree, nor did he say he did not. (Voices: “Oh!” and “ Sitting on the fence”) He was
not sitting on the fence or on the ruil, and if he were, what did it matter?

Tur Virsey Duvorvast Issus,

wishelfii[ them }::hck fo 'the point, ,llle wag going to assume that every man amongst them whe

: 0 see ] ntr particular form of government introduced at once was right; und then he was
going to say, * Will you go one step further and say with me that far more importunt and far
more _vital and far-reaching is the question of how you are going ta constitute
the TLegislature that is going to govern your Ministers?”  (Applause.)  Would
they have their Ministers appointed first and the Legislature, to whom they were to
be regponsible, jconstituted atterwards? Was that not putting the cart before the horse?
(A voice: * Let's see something of the eart.”) The cart was the State, that had got to be pulled
through the mire and ont of it, and the responsible Ministers were the people to whom was
entrusted the duty of pulling that cart. (A voice: “ Who elects the Ministers?”) Here, again,
h|e was face to face with one of those manifestations of innocence upon the subject of Responsible
Government. (Laughter.) The gentleman down below, who, he was sure, bestowed an intelli-
-gent attention on the subject, asked him who elected the Ministers, Would it surprise him to
know that if he got Responsible Government to-morrow morning every Minister would be
appointed by the Sovereign of the country. (**No, no.”) He had a sort of prescience when he
came there that he would find that sort of—he did not like to use the word ignorance in any
invidious sense—he would perhaps rather say that sort of want of knowledge of fundamental
constitutional principles, The Minister who was the Prime Minister of Cape Colony to-day,
the Minister who was Prime Minister of England, and the Minister who was chief of the
Executive of the Transveal, were all on one equal footing in that respect. (Voices: “No, no,”
and “ Yes.”) They were all appninted by the Sovereign and they held office during the pleasure
of the Sovereign. (“No, no,” applause, and interruption.) He really did not think that he
had come there to lecture upon constitutional principles—(laughter)—but he was quite prepared
if they wished to go on. e wished to point out to them that responsible Ministers, and Ministers
who were not responsible to the Legislature, were equally appointed by the Crown, and were
equally King's Ministers, The anly difference between Responsible Government and Repre-
sentative Government, where Ministers were not responsible to parliament, was this, that in the
one case the Crown could keep in office Ministers who had lost the confidence of the House; and
in the other case, it was an unwritten law of the Constitution that when Ministers had lost the
confidence of the House they tendered their resignation to the Government. He hoped that
he had killed that fallacy, at all events, that their Legislature was going to appoint their
Ministers. The Legislature had ne constitutional machinery by which it could appoint any
Ministers; as & matter of fact he did not know that the Legislature had any constitutional
machinery for appointing anything more than a doorkeeper, and an office boy, and a clerk. He
had forgotten for the moment that it did appoint a Speaker.

Tue DisTRIBUTION OF POWER.

That being absolutely the correct view of the constitutional position, was the truth of it
ot borne in upon them convineingly and irrefutably thut the first consideration when they
were making & Constitution, was to see how they were going to distribute their political power.
It was upon that battlefield that every single particle of political strife had been manifested
during the last century and more. In England it was upon this buttlefield that they saw palitical
strife raging. In South Africa they had seen 1t for years. It was upon that battlefield that
they saw all the occurrences in Canada in 1837 and afterwards, and that bitter strife hetween
different sections of the population, This was the vitally important matter they had to consider;
and it was because they recognised that, as the far-reaching, all-embracing issue, that they had
come there to ask them to ignore for the moment all divisions of opinion as to when and where
and how responsibility of Ministers was going to be dealt with; to ask them to establish upon
true and firm principles of legislative naachinery the legislative Constitution which must be the
bottom and foundation of the Constitution of this country for nll time, no matter what particular
form of administration was wltimately introduced. The gentleman down below, whom he would
dearly love to meet in single cnmbut—f(]nqghter)mthough. all in_good part, had invited him
to give the reason of the faith thal wus him on the question of Responsible Government. Hti:
could oblige him, but in doing so he would be violating the platform on which he stood, ant

i : i i 7 there—to avoid subjects of strife.
would be departing from the agreement with which they came ‘
i i Vitwntorsrand and the British inhabitants of the Transvasl must not .
The inhabilants of the Wibenor After what had been said, and so powerfully and

have a dissentient voice amongst them. ( 2 owerful g
eloquently said, on the resolution, there was really very little left for him to say. “( G(i m}.‘ )
[Te was afraid that his throat would not go on. What had struck him with dmnn)f, and what
he never would have thought to sce, was that an issue so clear should be enpable of argumont
H?
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«al - uck him with dismay was when helre’ad, in Lord Milner’s speech
f: ’3:2 %?;;tsigfﬁm?'l}\“{’thgzzufl‘;putatiou ”)—-—-le; _)their_n ;wv‘e‘l"hrr;xﬁgl _\:hosi tccif)xl:'llll?éte“:llz plutta'f:izi
Tt was, he thought an instance of, should he say, frivolity -ttu i 1hm£ er s
it was? The important point was that Lord Milner (no matter 10 whot Ty g v

:the street. or, if they liked, to the first mau he met) said there grav
fl?)utl};te :11?(? ﬂl)rdh Mi]ner’ma’nifestedyit in his language—as to whether the Govtirngler;t, Jl_n
formiilg the Comstitution te be sh(lnrt}y lgiveu to t%ljm,h\‘\;:lsse t))l‘ ‘%ahi tngta:ut l?l)sie];‘l;emai h 1t"]st11 nr; “e:

F 1 stributi alitical power. pp . !

ﬁ)ﬂsﬁgelﬁegﬁuﬁﬁ lﬂu:vlz(:;l. 0{[‘ ose whopdiﬂ'ered from him as {o I.{zes_ponsﬂgle Governmelit hpﬁ
sent o deputation to Lord Milner and they (the Progressive Association) did notfqua&‘x@ thlg
that. Why, then, should the Responsible Government. party quarrel with the}alm gr homg o
same? To come back to the point—he hoped they would stick to it—he hope ti eyfwerc
addressing not only the representative assembly he o(}u_]d see before hlm,glz’ut thousands ];) i}nen
outside, whom they would have been glad to see. (“Un the East Kand? ") Yes, on the 'as&;
and West, and every other part of the country. He was filled with dismay when he notice
the note of doubt in Lord Milner's reply as to whether they should have common justice in
the matter of the distribution of political power. - He nsked himself seriously what on earth
could any mortal man say on the other side. What could any English Minister, or Englishman
say in an issne which was vital, not enly to the welfare of the country, but of the British
Empire itself? He asked himself if he could find any reason, and he could not; he could net
find one now which would justify any doubt on the pont.

Porrrican EvexiEs.

The only conclusion he could come to was that the doubt which did exist had been created
by the workyof those who were their political enemies. (* Who are they? ) He did not know
who they were, but he would tell them how he knew they existed-~it was because Lord Milner
did not originate the idea himself. It was the work of men who would have Pretorid swallow up
Johannesburg, or who were grinding axes in the back parlours of Pretoria. Their game was
very manifest—to deal with questions by following precedents which had no justification as a

basis; they wished the representation of the country on the territorial lines which would curb
the inhabitants of towns, which were the brains and intelligence of the country.

Xo Sravisn FoLLowisg.

An attempt to jerrymander the political vote and to foil those who are actually entitled
to political power in their own aspirations, that was the game they were playing. It was their
business to defeat that game. (“No.”) ‘Would anyone tell him what object there could be in
attempting to tamper with an elementary principle such as they were enunciating that night?
-One man was as good as another. They had put before them the simple platform that every
man in the street was as good as any other man in the street, and that no man was to be entitled
to the balance of politicaf power because he lived in a different area, (“Vote.”) Lord Milner
had given them some advice. He said if they wanted their rights they must
lift up their voices and shout for their rights, and insist upon having them.
That was why they were there that night, and to ask them te back them up with their voices,
to ask every man who took an interest in the welfare of this country to back them up. He would
like to answer some of the arguments that dimly reached him from behind, but he could not
hear them. (Laughter, and a voice: “ You will get all you want.”) Lord Milner had told
them that, even though they made their voices heard, they would find precedent and imertia
against them. As to precedent, inertia, or mere indifference to their welfare, and wants, mere
sluggishness and {)olitignl apathy, be did not think they would allow the Home Government to
rest In peace or allow it to fail them in a proper settlement of a question like that, which was
the very essence of prosperity in this country. When they came to precedent, of course there
would be no precedents to be found in England for this sort of thing. The British Constitution
was like the historical “ Topsy "—it “ growed.” It was bristling with all sorts of anomalies,
inequities, and inconsistencies, and were they going to be bound by a slavish adherence to the
British Constitution? (*No.”) Were they going to be deprived of the elementary rights of
men because in some particular instance the British Constitution did not provide for them ?
(Applanse.)  What had they got to do with the lack of precedent in the British Constitution,
or with the lack of precedent in the British Colonies, founded in times past when everything was
done in a slavish imitation of the British model? Let them rather look to mewer Legislatures,
newer Co‘x‘lst*xtut}ons, Let them go to Oavada, Australia, and America. Let them go to America,
where—(" No!” and a voice, * Let us stop here!”)—he wanted to stop here, too. Let them
follow the example of men who were not atraid to do a thing because their grandfathers had not
done it before them. (Applaug,e.) They founq, in the British North American Act of 1867:
they found, in the Act embodying the Auvstralian Commonwealth; they found these elementary
prineiples recognised everywhere, so that when it came to he a question of precedent they had
precedent of the very highest order. He was not afraid, for one, that they were going to be
overruled by precedent. They must get it here, and they (the people) must back them up. He
had searched in vain for auy argument that could be advanced against {hem, and had not found
one, As to the argument that the Dutch were likely to outvote the British, or the Britigh
were likely to outvote the Duteh, he hated 1o hear these suggestions, and this cursed thi
ramgd"l)ft(\lx'efn the English and Dutch, and he hoped it would not exist in anything like ?]11':
aggravuted 0TI €0 many men anticipated. {(Applanse) He had far too much fujth in {he

commonsense, in the traditions, in the conservatism of the Dutch ch

| | e > aracter t

zferﬁl i%()l;:fl nttot ‘g:tp?)il?ittilégu’; nmies to tsﬁnte th};a:r facels; that they were going ttt'h ngnigpﬁgfﬁb?:‘:g

' ountry 0 please those who would play upon racial feelings. (T )

(1)“!‘1&‘?'1‘?:ggnnv:;?ghnotﬁv}tlﬁglzﬂ rthe Dutclt1 t{}ere g;)ing to outvtt;te the Englisl;?%:' th(g: [‘Iaﬂfélgyﬁufg
. uteh, turse were to he put upon the eountry that thei iti o 1
run on racial lines, some party must outwote the other. They could not aag(;]l(tl?fe::’lm]z\:ﬁ
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of equality of votes, and, if they were going t i iti¢ acial 1i i
r A th g to run their politics on racial lines, one sitle mus
preponderate, Now, which side was going to prepondel:ate? (* Neither! ") ’V(\;ﬁl,lllfem\&:;
grsfiumlng that the poisonous thing was to be mtroduced: which side was going to preponderate#
UBﬁDWhO opposed them would say that the Dutch must preponderate simply because they
were utch. Those who were with them would say they did not care twopence which side
ﬁlepond%rated; that side shouid preponderate which had the largest number of voters. (Heaxr,
hr;aai.l) oul% anything be fairer than that? He could see by the gestures and demeanour of
ilﬂ earers that they were not going to be led astray by any fallacy, but that they were going
o assert the vital principle that equality was equity. (Hear, hear.) He could only conclude
by impressing upon them the deep gravity of the issue before them. What they sowed now
they would reap in the future~if they sowed the wind they would reap the whirlwind-and
he asked them to show, not only by their voices that evening, but by their actions outside, by
the influence they would wield on their fellow-men, by the attention which they bestowed upon
vital political 198ues, he would ask them to say that they did not mean to be numbered anong
those who, if disaster came upon them hereafter owing to apathy now, would stand and wring
their hands in helpless despair. (Loud and prolonged applause,)
The Chairman then put the resolution, which was carried, there being only one dissentient.

ForowarpmvG T RESOLUTION,

Mr, Mackie Niven said .nat he did not propose to do more than simply move the second
resolution, and in one or two words submit it for their acceptance. The resolution read: —

“That the foregoing resolution be forwarded to his Lixcellency Lord Milner with the
request that it be transmitted by cable to the Secretary of State for the Colonies,”

He said that they had the best of reasons for believing that the next few weeks would be
the most critical period in framing the Constitution, which was now on the stocks, They had
reasons to believe that, it the Witwatersrana, if the Transvaal, by a unanimous voice—as they
had done that night—declared in favour of the principles embodied in the first resolution, the
probabilities were that those principles would be embodied for all time in the Constitution of
the Transvaal Colony. But to carry any resolution of that kind, however, unanimously, without
proceeding to declare that 1t was their wish that the resolution should be conveyed to the Secretary
of State for the Colonies, would be vain. But if that resolution and similar resolutions, which
would be carried during the next few weeks, embodying the same principles, were transmitted,
not only to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, but to the English newspapers, publie opinion
in England would be so strong that no matter how conservative tne Government might be on
this vital question, they would nave to grant the request. He therefore had the greatest pleasure
in proposing a motion to the effect that the sense of the resolution be forwarded to the right
guarter. (Applause.) i ) ) _

Mr. Reid, Pretoria, seconded the resolution. e said that it was an unwritten law in
Pretoria that taey would not allow the people of Johanneshurg to interfere with their affairs,
either municipal or political. (Laughter)) He had never stood on any platform except it was
for the amelioration of the conditions of the warking classes. (Applause.) He had attended
the meeting as a listener, and as a citizen of the Colony who took a great interest in its politics,
and who realised the grave possibility of any action that might be taken at that moment. He
knew the necessity, not oniy that votes should have an equal value, but that there should be
some means of distribution of seats after certain fixed periods.

The resolution was then put and carried amidst great noise.

A Disorprrty CoNCLUSION.

Mr. Fred. W. Bell, who had arisen in the body of the Lall towards the close of the proceedings
to ask a question and who found it impossible to do so, owing to the prevailing din, mounted the
platform. After the second resolution was declared carried he stood on the front of the platform.
There was a regular uproar, and the chairmen declared that the business of the meeting had
terminated. Mr. Roy and those who were on the platform left, and Mr. Bell mounted the table.
The people in the hall left their seats, and there were cheers and counter cheers. Eventually
comparative order was restored, and Mr. Bell sald he had wished to ask the chairman a question.
He had been trapped up to the platform and when he got there he was told he was not to speak
then. He accepted the position because the chairman said he wus to wait, He waited, and when
he saw he could not speak, he told the chairman he was going to propose an amendment. He
was hoodwinked, and the resolution was put to the meeting before he could attempt to speak.
It showed that the Progressivos, at all events, did not want fair play. The question he was going
to put was that if as was alleged there was no use making any suggestion as to Responsible
Government, why on earth was it expedient to waste their time for o couple of hours when the
Home Government had already made up its mind. If it were possible to alter the mind of the
Home Government in one respect, it was possible to alter their minds in another respect. He
was going to propose an amendment that, together with the resolution, they should also request
the Home Government to give them Responsible Government. ’

Rev. Mr. Lane, who had wade himself prominent at the reporters table, next spoke. He
said that an amendment was sent up to the chairman in good time with the name af. the mover.
The chairman roturned the amendment with the statement that he would not allow it ta_be }IL.
He only wished at that stage of the election proceedings to enter a protest against the un-Englis
mﬁh’ﬁﬂe;f i)[igci%::?mer, labouring under great escitement, made to mount the table. A pohcle:
sergeant interfered with him, but an officer who came on_the scene wisely allowed him to spe;a
for o few minutes. Ie said he had come to that meeting under the full persuasion that he
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i i i i ion fr 1I. They had
10 be permitted to take an active part in the discussion from the body of the ha
I?c%l:tdinvigd there to discuss the msglution, and it was the parlinmentary procedﬂre .tn lactqept
amendments—(hear. hear’—to resolutions. He had an amendment to propose to t ,t; Helso u mile,
an important amendment which would have been agreed to by the great majority 0ld lf peop
in the hall—that one man should have one vote, and that only that one vote shoun ]?vef ‘omz
value. (Applause)) They had considerable experience in Eng]and and eIsewhqredas tot e] ago
vote, and in the constituency to which he belonged they had men who exercise not 03 y,one
but 20 votes. (“Shame.”) In the interesfs of the working classes they must deman . tcme':
man one vote.” (Loud applause.) But this wid not suit the cnpltahgt or the mlongpo lShE'Tﬂ
(renewed applause}—who were in J ohannesburg. He asked them to reseind the reso_utlm?1 w 1;
had been carried, unless that amendment was added to it. On Supday night, seeing t 7a§0t e
Press of the Progressives were against them, they would hold a mesting on tlclle Squaxl;(-)l at o
At this point a police constable reminded \r. Lorrimer—so it appeare from his dac 1011;~
of the flight of time, and Mr. Lorrimer, addressing the andience, said that the hall ha hnov;; o
be closed, or otherwise extra expense in lighting, &c., would be involved. Let them t gre orfe
meet together on Sunday, when privileges would be granted to all alike, and when amendments
would be accepted. ‘
The peopllza then quietly dispersed.

(9.)
“GQrar,” January 2lst, 1905.
C'ORRESPONDENCE IETWEEX Lonp MILNER AND Mr. Suvs.

To the Editor of “ The Star.”
Sz, : i
Lorp Milner desires me to send you a copy of the enclosed correspondence with
Mr. J. C. Smuts on various points connected with the future Constitution of the Trangvasl 1

am to add that Mr. Smuts has expressed his concurrence in its publication.

°
' Yours very truly,
(. GrorrFrEY ROBINSON,
Private Secretary.
Governor's Office, Johannesburg,
January 21.

His Excellency Viscorxt MILNER, Governor of the Transvaal, &ec., &e.

Your EXCELLENCY, Pretoria, January 13, 1905,

T mave been requested by the other members of our committee, who had the honour of
an interview with Your Excellency on the 17th December, 1904, ahout the future Constitution
of the Transvaal, to address the following remarks to Your Excellency in reference to certain
stateruents made by Your Excellency to a deputation of the Transvaal Progressive Association
on the 10th January.

In “The Star ” newspaper of that date, Your Excellency is reported to have said that Your
E:gcel_le]ncy had not yet come across anybody who was opposed to automatic redistribution in
principle.

Again, in reference to the proposed qualification for voters, Your Excellency is reported to
have said (speaking of property and of rental qualification) that * slmost everybody seems to
be agreed as to the general principle which I have tried to lay down, and the divergence hetween
the various proposed figures is not very great.”

We are afraid that there may be some misunderstanding, and that, because we did not at
ihe interview referred to discuss these subjects with Your Excellency, Your Excellency may
have been led to conclude that we have no objections either to automatic redistribution or a
qualification for voters. )

Now, to both we entertain most serious objections. Automatic redistribution, in order to
be fair ail_ round, requires a periodical readjustment of 4ll the constituencies in the country
for otherwise small increments of voters over large purts of the country, which in the aggregaté
may amount to a very considerable number, will be passed over, while a sudden influx of voters to
a particular place, although smaller than the aggregate increments referred to, will receive
additional Purliamentary representation. The effect will be, under the peculiar circumstances
oj the country, thgat. one section of the community will be unduly favoured sbove the other
These and other difficulties lead us to the conclusion that it will be premature and dangerous
to introduce the principle of automatic redistribution into a Constitution such as that proposed
by '.Yt'n:r I‘,&(*Tllenc_\',]and that this matter-ought to be left over until, under self-governin
::l'l]‘f:ll(‘::i ill;)[];lsi‘t ' e people of the country have had ample Constitutional means of discussing an

. Noless strongly are we opposed to qualifications for voters. In a country lik "rangv
with a very small white popul‘;tiou, it seems in every way inexpedient to d"icri?n?tl&t’{al?)gﬁvg:]ﬁ
?lne white man and another, and the m;lg safe and equitable policy would be to proceed on broad

emocratic lines, and to give manhood suffrage to the population, so that every white male

\
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British subject of u certain age shall have g voice i ol

. AL age s n the affairs of the land. The old burgher
fﬁinl(;}i;sfnl?]\; of the }(atevlé-e ublic knew of no qualification, and we see no reason for nlte%ing'
the law in Ts respecl p e have all the more reason for adhering to this sound prineiple when
i And, ﬁl : ﬂansya:_] rogressive Association proposing to Your Excellency a qualification the
efiect of which within a comparatively short period wiﬁ be to exclude large numbers of people

in the towns and far larger number i -qural areas from vot] e i
the publio affairs of thegcountry. 15 of people in the rural areas from voting and participating in

We feel certain that the views he ' ‘ & very
Lurge yart of the Tranenacd emeron: re expressed are shared and will be endorsed by a very

_ In making these remarks on matters of detail, we do nat in any way recede from the position
which we took up at the interview with Your Excellency as io the principle of Representative
Government. We consider it wrong in principle and policy, and reserve to ourselves and to those
with whom we are politically assocmute(fJ complete freedom of action when once the proposals of

Iis Majesty’s Government are laid before the country in definite form.
I have, &ec.,

J. C. Sauts.

Dear Me, Suurs, The Governor’s Office, Johannesburg, January 17, 1905.

. 138G to thank you for your letter of the 13th January. I am sowry if any remarks of
mine to the deputation of the Transvaal Progressive Association were caleulated to cause a
misapprehension of the views of yourself and your friends.

1 was certainly under the impression that, while you strongly objected to the prineiple of
“ one vote one value,” you recognised the necessity of periodie redistribution. I, however, accept
without demur your assurance that I was mistaken in this respect, and that you are opposed
to the introduction of this principle into the instrument creating representative institutions,

With regard to the question of a property qualification, T still retain my opinion that the
differences on this point between various sections of the community ave not very great. I note
that you are in favour of manhood sufirage pure and simple. But the distance which separates
manhood suffrage from a low property qualification is of little practical importance. It is
between a low property gualification and a high one that the true dividing line of denocratic
and oligarchica{)institutinns Is to be found. And it was a decidedly low property qualification,
which I referred to, when I said I thought there was a pretty generaf agreement on the point. I
was referring to such a qualification as would, to use my own words, enfranchise every man
having * independent means of support,” i.e, not being dependent for his livelihood cn the
charity of others, or on the State.

Under such a qualification I believe that something like 80 per cent, of the adult male whites,
who are British subjects, would get the franchise—a very high proportion even for the most
democratic countries.

As, however, it would appear that I may have, unwittingly, caused some misapprehension of
your views, I propose, with your concurrence, to put this right by publishing the correspondence.

Yours very truly,
ILNER.

(10.)
» STAR,”.Jamuary 21st, 1905.
T'ne PROGRESSIVE ASSOCTATION,
Oxe Max, OxE VoTE.

he following statement has been sent to us for publication: —The Transvaal Progressive
Asmtcriation has bgen informed that some doubt has arisen in the mind of the public as to whether
the Association is in favour not only of the principle of “one vote, one value,
but also of the principle of “one man, one vote” In view of this uncertainty,
the Lxecutive Committee of the Johnnnesburg branch of the association are anxious
to state, in the most definite and precise manner, that under the provisions which they desire
to see embodied in the new Constitution, every voter will be entit ed to cast one vote only, in
the Parliamentary elections of the Colony. That is to say, they are of opinion that no man,
even if ho holds property in several constituencies, should be permiticd fo vole in more than one,

¢z to cast more than one vote in that constituency.
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No. 10.
Goveryor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mz. LYTTELT OX.
(Received February 11, 1905.)

Y g ry 23, 1905.
Sm, : Governor’s Office, Johannesburg, January 2,
Wina reference to my telegram of the 20th January, No. 1,* I have the h(;pogr
to transmit to you a copy of two letters recording resolutions passed at public meetings,
held in Johannesburg, on Wednesday and Thursday of last week.

A full report of the proceedings on both occasions is enclosed in my despatch of
to-day.t
' I have, &ec.,

MILNER,
Governor.

Eneclosure 1 in No. 10.

CmAmMAN, Johannesburg Branch of the Transvaal Responsible Government
Association, to Hica CoMMISSIONER.

S, : Johannesburg, January 19, 1905.

I BavE the honour to inform you that at a mass meeting, held on the Market
Square last night, at which, according to the “Leader,” about 1,000 people were
present, the following resolutions were passed with practical unanimity:—

1. That the immediate granting of Respensible Government is essential to the
political stability, contentment, and progress of the Transvaal.

2. That a copy of the foregoing resolution be sent to His Excellency the High
Commissioner with a request that it be transmitted to the Secretary
of State for the Colonies.

In accordance with the second resolution, I now beg, on behalf of my friends and

myself who promoted this meeting, to lay these resolutions formally before Your
Excellency. '

* I have, &e.,
Jxo. W, Quinw,
His Excellency
The High Commissioner,
Johannesburg.

Enclosure 2 in No. 10.

CratrmaN, Johannesburg Branch of the Transvaal Progressive Association

, to Hicu
CodMissIoNER. '

Honorary Secretary (pro tem)
H. T. Montague Bell,
P.0. Box 5352,

Transvaal Progressive Association (J ohannesburg Branch),

21 and 22, Exploration Buildings, J
May 11 pLEase Your Exceriency,. ’ e ; Eﬁﬂﬁf;b%g'w%
1 Bave the honour to inform Your Excellency that at a meeting, held last

night at the Wanderers, at which over two thousand eople '
lowing resolutions were passed unanimously : — eople wre presen, the fol-

‘1. That this meeting desires to place on record its
Constitution will be acceptahle to this Colony
provisions establishing at the outset and mainta
power and equal privileges for each voter,

firm conviction that no
. vyluch dogs not contain
ining for the future equal

y
R ~
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2. That the foregoing resolution be forwarded to His Excellency Lord Milner
with the request that it be transmitted by cable o the Secretary of

State for the Colonies,
I have the honour to forward these resolutions herewith to Your Excellency.
I have, &c.,
: Jxo. Roy,
Chairman of the Johannesburg Branch
i of the Transvaal Progressive Association.
His Excellency

Viscetnt Milper, G.C.B., G.C.M.G.,
High Commissioner of South Africa.

No. 11.
Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. LYTTELTON.
(Received 6.45 p.m., February 13, 1905.)
TrrEcRAM.

February 18.. No. 1. I am requested to inform you of the following resolu-
tions adopted at public meeting held in Johannesburg on 9th February, under
auspices of Responsible Government Association :—

First Resolution begins: That in the opinion of this meeting the immediate
grant of a full measure of responsible government in this Colony is
absolutely essential to its progress and prosperity. Ends.

Second Resolution begins: That the Order in Council conferring responsible
government upon this Colony should embody the following principles :
one man one vote, one vote one value, and should moreover provide
for the automatic readjustment of seats in the several electoral districts
of this Colony. Ends.

No. 12.
Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. LYTTELTON.
(Received 8.50 p.m., February 17, 1905.)

TELEGRAM.

February 17. No. 6. I am requested to transmit to you the following
resolutions passed at a public meeting of inbabitants of Boksburg and district on
the 30th January :— ’

First Resolution begins: “That in the opinion of this meeting of the
inhabitants of Boksburg and district the principle of {az) one man
one vote (b) one vote one value and (¢) the automatic redistribution
of representation should be embodied in the Transvaal Constitution.”
Ends. '

Second Resolution begins: “That in the opinion of this meeting of the
inhabitants of Boksburg and district the principle of manhood
suffrage for white British subjects should be embodied in the
Transvaal Constitution.” Ends.

Third Resolution begins : “ That the residential qualification for voters should
be at least twelve months’ residence in the Transvaal.” Ends.

21851 I



No. 13,

Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. LYITELTON.
(Received February 18, 1905.)

’ 30, 1905.
S Governor’s Office, Johanpesburg, January 30, 1 ’
IR, With reference to my despatch of the 23rd instant,* I have the hontqm
to enclose, for your information, newspaper cuttings on the subject of Representative
] svaal.
Government in the Transv ) Ihave, &
MIL

Governor.

Enelosures in No. 13.

(L)
% Rawp Damwy Matw,” Tanuary 24th, 190
Ex-Gexeran SmoTs INTERVIEWED.

Reuter's Pretoria correspondent telegraphs:— ' L

Ex-General Smuts, iz an interview, says the question or principle of one-vote-one-value
was never discussed af the meeting between Lord Milner and the Boer leaders. )

" What the latter contended for was that exceptions should be made in the ratio of repre-
sentation in one or two districts like Zoutpansberﬁ which, though sparsely populated, have a
very wide area, and if joined to other distriets for the purpose of choosing representarves, would
result in the inhabitants of such districts holding aloof. . ) )

He denies that the objections of the Boer leaders were rqlsed_only in the interests of the
Dutch. He favours manhood suffrage, because property qualification wag very uncertain in a
country where the people are subject to so many vicissitudes of fortune from day to day, and
he sees no reason w%y a restrictive residential qualification should be placed on newcomers, and
urges the importance of the automatic registration of voters, which should be made the duty
of officials instead of being left to the voters themselves,

(2.}
“Qrar,” Junuary 24th, 1905
Action AT Bokssrae,

Boksburg, Tuesday (Specinl).—At a meeting of the provisional committee, held last night
under the wresidency of the Mayor, with respect to the formation of a political association,
Dr. McNeillie and Mr. Constable, delegates to the Progressive Association, reported the result
of their interview. .

Later it was resolved that a public meeting should be called in the Assermbly Hall, where,
if the principle is adopted that a political association be formed, a committee will be appointed
to formulate rules and to draw up a platform. ‘

__Further, it was resolved to call a great public meeting for Thursday next, in conjunction
with the above, at which resolutions will be proposed in favour of one man one vote, one vote
one value, automatic redistribution, and manhood suffrage, and a resolution dealing with the
term of residence necessary to qualify for a vote,

; Thie opinion was expressed that nothing short of twelve months' qualification would be
adequate,

KrvGERsDoRr’s ATTITUDE.
Srerca 3Y Mz, W. M. Epwarns.

Krugersdorp, Tuesday (Special).—All the political movemenis in this ﬂiatrict

that although there is a small and insignificant majority elamouring for Responsible éo to show

, i SR ¢ overnment
at once, the overwhelming majority, including the members of the Transvaal Farmers' Assoein-

tion, are prepared to accept the broad platform of the Progressive Association, and fling in their

lot with the industrial and commercial leaders. The lat '
Edwards, who has for several years been the s ¢ latest utierance of Mr. W. Moororoft

vho i L pokesman of the agricultural eo i
%reatelcll afinﬁtui‘ctly fav?uﬁable @p‘;esslqn%‘ Sp(]aaking at the annual gaeeting of th:] I?:l:;:{;dg: .
ranch of the Transvaal Farmers’ Association, he said that i ;

a certain amount of apprehension the advent o fras e of those who viewed w:tﬁ

; Out ) of th i : p
criticised their importation he stated that he ¢ Chinese for the mines, hut‘ at the time he

: was open to convietion. After i ;
their work for the last four months, he was quite satisfied that the Chinese ?vgreeiﬁergﬁ?g% oﬁi

* No, 4,
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competent workme : b gyt
: u for the sister mining industry, and their success would be the means of

releasing a considerable numbe i {
trusted that during the next thlx(')ef Exatl:]fs for pgrioultural purposss.  (Cheers.) Lo sincorely
fo vanishing point, and that supplies g? I 1: fhella our-troubles of the farmer would be reduced
cheers) The Fammers’ Association had ezlt_p dabour would be freely forthcoming. (Renewed
alleviate some of the agricultural afflictio . 183 fhe troubles qutside, sud had set to work to
They had very wisely shetained from ns, and place the agrarian interests in a better position
asstiye them {hat they jntended ¢ any movements of a pelitical nature, and he might ; li
not affect agrieulture, - (Ch o rgfram from any subject of a_controversial nature hpah“(f'l
Py it ire. e ers.) The great object they had at heart was the betterﬁ:u‘av tmf t}lm(
enthusiastic, ﬂ-gfariangfouxfds}ltril;;e ﬂ(l(e}hold settler and the mew, Briton or Boer, in 011‘; ;““de
be left in peace £o bring their felitile v:ﬁ?') '1(111::f heartfelt desire of the countryside was t(;
They wanted no political asperities int ody’El and farms up to the highest stage of production.
of the past were sad and bi introduced, and no acute party dissension. The les
O e Dot weto sad. :élf itter, and the farmer, having learnt wisdom by expérience m'emanfﬂ:
o 2wty entirEl iy 1rlom any further political imbroglio. (Loud cheers.) The ’wsmfe c{e :
ok dybe lwe]gom:dcr;?(t)ﬂéwa ﬁuestlons of race. Agriculture was cosmngoli’caaﬁl,(12 m:ﬁ
the souniry, make it his home. and ranks of the association who was prepared to settle down in
and 2 Trandvasler, . (Loud , and eventually become proud of the name of a South Afri
Canadian and Auétra]iaguwei];egﬁ'%l)ld '.[;hfhrelwas no meason why be shoald be cherwise. l'f?ig
';i‘nd the same feeling of patriotism s%oulg%geg;ggﬂ:&d i?xn% t]:flir ﬁi@inctive Colonial namen
A , Y o1 i i
: ﬁ:?z;azi.fr i]?aul;ilng his t{)eivelq in Europe he grew more proud of his co:f:?t’rlg afﬁfﬂézl el?o th?
ey I};hig ?:s ath: 1:{% ‘lru;ll;itelugfo&n,_ and mqre{. than }}:15 own, against all comers. (Ll(,;llll((l
ekt o i the Stran ah; ote of heir association, which, he trusted, would not be Jost
shead. Agriculturists would probably be invited to joi iti
group, but he, for one, would mever relax his efforts to k ; 7 oo Invited to Join s palitior
in politics until intriguers and wire-pullers clashed :r' T e e T, et
ntil : lle ith the territorial influen '
o e st G (o oy By e g S e
great Sta puvely aprarion {he nt would be able to deal With it, but, as far as
\ y went, they would hold aloof, (Ch
once the thin end sf the political wedge entered th iatior ere) Ho watned them {hat
once the thin end of the po itical wer ge entered the association, there would be no end of trouble
) y shades of political opinion, and th 1d al issensions,
eventually leading up to a general split, which ’ e et
e o o) plit, which was one of the things they particularly wanted
Mr. J. W. 8. Langerman (ghai
. 8. ¢hairman of the Langlaagte Estates Gt M. Co
;::sﬁﬂgci%% taelsl ?s?zo{;ft:ﬁ)eug?;gtat% to thel‘annémtlhconﬁmaa on February 28, 13): ;?gnﬁ%ig%exﬂé’
ion to the work and the objects of the associati .
he was alwavs only too ready to help 1 g i B e
3 \ v to help in developing the agricultural
(Cheers) What the farmers ought to do was to combin yH e o oy
, o together, secure betler m f
port, and establish large produce stores in the urban cent h li T4 be alwaye
ready to meet the needs of the great mining industry. (Cfl(aesejr;v el;fhsupp e e and s
%rmers1 could then enter into large contracts, and each industr)y wo;ldmlllii;gtﬁéogtp]fefnﬁontge
¢ could assure them all that in their purely agricultural affairs they always had his warmegiz.
sympathy, He sincerely trusted they would not launch out into the stormy political
but that they would only trouble themselves with purely agrarian matters Tglepgo:frlﬁna wg‘tflrﬁ
{10 lbg developed, and, by devoting their individual attention to the cultivation of ﬂrl'zi;x ‘fat?m
tn dmgts. {rlhey w{cltmld transform the rural portions of the Transvaal into a market garden, able
C‘.Tl eglr(:) all the demands for agricultural produce made by the people of the eountry. ('Loud
Ex-General Smuts also spoke, and invited the farmers to attend i i i
' , : ; a publie ting,
will be held here on January 30, when Messrs. Louis Botha and Ewald Ess](]alen wiﬁtlle:pégﬁ. which

(3)
“ Leaprg,” January 25th, 1905,
Tae Couming CAMPAIGN.
Mzerives ¥ THE COUNTRY.

?mtoriao Wedlle&du H (Special).mThe fOH.OWin is a1 amen le(] Il t f ﬂ bI;
called by General Louis iiotha, on behalf of the Hegd CDmmi*-tee(:— e e public meetings

Pretoria, January 28, 3 p.m.

Krugersdorp, January 30, 11 am.

Heidelberg, February 1, 11 a.m.

Standerton, February 8, 11 a.m,

Volksrust, February 4, 11 am.

Piet Retief, February 10, 11 a.m.

Ermelo, February 13, 11 am.

Bethal, ‘February 16, 11 a.m.

Carolina, February 16, 11 a.m.

Middelburg, February 25, 11 a.m. ‘

The above. meetings will be conducted by (feneral Louis Botha and Advocate Ewald Esselen,
while Mr. Schalk Burger will also attend at Ermelo, Carolina, and Middelburg.

Hant I»
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The following meetings will be conducted by General De la Rey and General J. C. Smuts:—

Potchefstroom, February 23, 11 a.m.
Klerksdorp, February 24, 11 am. -
Ventersdorp, Februar{ 27, 11 am.
Lichtenburg, March 1, 11 am.
Zeerust, March 3, 11 a.m.
Steenbokfontein, March B, 11 am.
Rusfenburg, March 6, 11 a.m,

. v nublished for the meetings to be held in the northern districis by
Gengllle ﬁiea;::s l;ﬁ; Ifillx-s. X%l 1o]l';olmaraamrs have been cancelled, and will be announced later.

4)
o Rawp Dy Mam,” January 25th, 1905,
ProGRESSIVES AT POTCHEFSTROOM.

(From our Own Correspondent.}

Potchefstroom, January 24.

Ag o result of & meeting held last night, which was well attended and was addressed by
Mr. Reginald Orpen, a branch of the Trapsvaal Progressive Association has been formed here
with a good membership to start with. o .

The meeting was held at the Royal Hotel, My, G. 3L, Slade being in the chair.

Mr. Orpen gave a lucid explanation of the prineiples set out in the programme of the
Progressives, and touched wpon questions affecting the distribution of seats, equal electoral
divisions, the Asiatie question, &c. i )

The gathering displayed a keen interest in the details of the proposed work, and the resolution
in favour of the formation of a local Association was upanimously carried, on the motion of
Mr, Johnstdne, of Potchefstroom, seconded by Mr. Richard Amm, of Rietfontein, and the main
principles of the Association were affirmed.

Tt was decided that a hig public meetixtf should be held at gn early date.

The Asiatic question was discussed and strong opinions were expressed thercon. .

A provisional sub-committee was appointed as follows:—Dr. Reynolds, Messrs, Slade,
Hartley, Edgell, Preston (Frederickstad), and Warren, Mr. 0. V. Bate agreeing to act as
secrotary pro tem,

)
“ LEaper,” January 30th, 1905.
Avronony.
Borr OBGANISATION.
MeETING AT PrETORIA.

{From Qur Own Correspondent.)
. Pretoria, Sat ;

This afternoon, at the Empress Theatre, Pretoria, 8 crowded meeting, sumﬁlonedmg;}t:he
Head Committee of the Boer Organisation of the People (Het Volk), was held to hear and
approve of the statutes of the organisation as drawn up ]{sy the committee. The audience filled
tlie theatre to the doors, and many for whom there was no room stood in the entrances and
footways at the sides of the auditorium. The first portion of the meeting was entirely occupied
with a discussion of the methods of representation on the committee of Pretoria town and
district, and it was only when General Botha rose to make a stirring speech in favour of
Responsible Government that the assembly showed any extraordinary signs of enthusiasm
Immediately after the Gieneral sat down, a resolution in favour of “ complete Self-Government
was carried unanimounsly amid ringing cheers. The speeches of Mr. E. Esselen, General De Ja
Rey, General Beyers, and Mr. A. D). Wolmarans, which followed, appealed to au increasingl
enthusiastic audience, and a second resolution, asking the Government to jnelude the Orar? i
River Colony in any measure ceded to the Transvaal was also adopted amid loud applause ’l'lge
proee((;dmgs were closed with cheers for the chairman and the generals on the plggform C
Del f{neral dLouns Botha presided, and among those present on the platform were General
Ae a Rey, Advocate B. Esselen, General Beyers, A. D. Wolmarans, and Lex Goldman (secretary)
mong the audience were Messrs. E. P. Meintjes, R. K. Loveday, M.L.C., Advocate De Wa'?ll'

H. C. Jorissen, V. 8. de Witt-Hamer, Advocat i i
@. Kock, J. D. Celliers, D. Liebenberg, ;)Oﬁalfngglizr:&?g?‘af(iyagﬁllg:;i.A‘ Michalson, J. Lerbaxd,

Proceenmvgs OPENED.

(General Botha, in opening the i i i '

he proceedings, proclaimed the meet i

lmew,1 at ia Congtt'estq held some time ago a Head Committee was alf ::Iilgt:dplﬁ};if 031;;3 ﬁa(}hey

ut'? :mfgl?nc?m %t!s?inutf thedpetuple ﬁf -‘th Y };rm"mal' The Head Committee waapnowrpmprﬂm
! futes and to submit them to the meeting, and thu i '

branch of the Organisation ¢f the People. Strong E(lIlh'O\'@I‘S)g}lilad been ':gc:i(;l; a(f:bi?a};ntt}l]; 2:115(';
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they had beeu asked why the postponed from month to month taking action. After that it

wag ge):m:rallgr said in the Parlisment of England and in the chief newspapers of the Transvaal
that a new i ﬁ ing i

would wait awhile. After a time it was found necessary that their political organisation should
spring to birth, and therefore to.day they had decided to bring their organisation to birth, The
Statutes of the Organisation had been published, they would be Tead by the secretary, and the
meeting would be asked to approve or disapprove of them, The only object of the Statutes
being submitted was to establish a branch of the Organisation of the People (Het Volk). This
to-day would be called to life. They were not going to discuss the Statutes, as they had heen
already published, They were there ns adults and white men, and were not there to pull one
another’s hair. They were only there that day to do what was right {owards ome another.

STATUTES OF THE ORGANISATION,

ol The sccretary then vead the Statutes of the Organisation of the IPeople (Het Volk), as
OLLOWE § v g

1. The object of this association is to bring about harmony and mutual co-operation of
the popula&ion ofI the Transvaal, and to advance the general prosperity and progress of the
country and people.

N This Exssgciation, constituted by resolution of the People’s Coniresg of 24th May, 1904,
consists of a Head Committee elected by that Congress, and of which Louis Botha (chairman),
S. W. Burger (vice-chairman), J. H. de la Rey, C. F. Beyers, Ewald Esselen, A. D. W,
Wolmarans, and J, C. Smuts are the members, . . i

Further, of District Committees and Ward Committees, which have as yet to be elected in
accordance with these Statutes, _ L
Two members of the Head Committee shall retire annually, beginning with Messrs.
A. D. W. Wolmarans and J. C. Smuts, and so en in rotation. They are, however, re-eligible.
The members of the Head Committee shall be elected by a majority of votes at the yearly
Congress. The Chairman of the Head Committee, who is at the same time Chairman of the
People’s Congress, shall be elected by this body. He retires every three years, but may be
-elected, . . .
b Z. Every Ward Committee shall consist of at' most seven members, of which four will
form a quorum, ) ) . i branches
1t shall, however, be permitted to the members of this association to foun monla rano
with its own Ward Committee, provided that the members of each branch number at least 5_.1
5. The District Committee shall consist of the Chairman of every Ward Comnmittee, begslic es .
one member, elected by a majority of votes by every Ward Committee; one-third of these
1l form a quorum, .
mem}:o'eraEi}g'y C:mmitt%e elects its own Chairman and Secretary. o 0 the daf
7. These Committees shall be elected for a period of two years, beginning with the date
of election, ‘ ball comsiet of
. Hvery year a People’s Congress shall be held. The yearly Congress shall e :
(a) ’.I?ha Hz gommittee;p(b) Delegates to be elected by the District (,Jommltt&es, 80 ltlhsit)i; e&g
ward has one delegate. The date and place of meeting of the People’s Congress sha be fixed
every year by the Head Committee, and notice thereot shall be glven to the dlﬁeﬁiﬁt is mil
Committees. " District Committees shall, immediately on receipt thereof, elect the de egattqs an
forward the names of those elected to the Chairman of the Head Committee before the mee &ng -
The duties of the Ward Committees ave:—(a) To keep a register of the1 oT 1(11141y
members: {b) To look after the interests of this association in their respective }v;mr( 8, al t‘:'g
conjuncti’on with their respective District Committees; (¢) To regularly report to their respecti
Dlstrllg.t C’i)‘rﬁlén étﬁif:é of the District Cnmm}itfevf a:le a«»(a).t'{‘o look ‘z‘:fﬁ‘r glewii?ﬁerteﬁs (fifif;x]*]oeniz
i istricts In conjunction with the Head Committee, as well a with |
%ffit&?nglittzgasresﬁr&ng] undecli t(l;em; (E)t) To regula(lr%y 'I:ggpg‘xl'; :ﬁv }slslee gza% i(fi'g;gr?tlt‘;?l%ordinme
11. The duties of the Hea omnittee are:—(a ' ; subordinat
i t once a year; (¢) To eall a special meeting
committees; (b) To convene a People’s Congress at llc»:msf ) To e
it i t least five District Commitiets;
at the written request, or with the written approval, o Ta e e e (et
call a special Congress, if circumstances demand it; (e) To bring ohiee of the Government,
i 1 interest, and to look after the same; (f) To ta P
::ahglllav estgiil ,n;%:gzi; (fnge;l ettl‘; cﬁcumsfances, including the calling of conferences elsewhere,
couczignin%htgl erétl,litr?;eétilgﬁlﬁggﬂzﬁfﬁ:c%bmmiﬂees remain in function till their successors are
inted, and then they kand over all documents, &c., to their successors. N sral cielos
appoig Z’Ev'ery committee may make its own regulations, withoui prejudice to the general r
of this Association. ] i L. , . ) r more wards or
ttee is_of opinion that the committees in one or y _
dist. 1%;5 E 121;5(1? Ezgef ?rﬂﬁ;ng:s 1Which I:ma detrimental or hostile to the prmciplqs or m(f]m:":i(t;
oistﬁfa sociation, the Head Committee may dissolve such committees by resolution, and ts
auch step%;sixjti:l ?E';L(;ftmc:gZieiiaa;?‘Wnrd Comumittees coryespond directly with the Ifead Com-
ittee without first consulting their respective District Committees. y 1o 1o he
" 16. Where mutual differences can not be removed, the interested par lei nlllaétr)e If?;lal T
Tlead Committee. The Head Committee sha]l then decide, and its decision sfha be Bl e
Hggd Committee has the power to intervene in all differences which roncern the §

Aaanciation. and to decide finally.
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1 i domiciled in the
. b e admitted all white persons who are permanently dom t
Tranilaal%shaﬁl:n;ogglagd their sixteenth year, adhere to these rules of association, and sign
the following declaration :—

i il support
“ QOTSIEDOL. . ooorossosssssseseseseserssnsseazesennoss heTEDY declares that he will suppO
the ‘Pqégeleq:l "(?’ilsilc':gn,’ and binds himself to faithfully observe the obligations connected with its
membership.

Dateiiiermeerersssirairarreraas
Place.....ccooevirvrens

8 The agenda of the vearly People's Congress is made up by the Head Committee, and
shalllcousist of guch subjects f}s the Head Committee wish to bring forward of their own motion,
and such further points aslthfe l'illist{[ictdcrémmittffs send in, at least one month beforehand, to,
and subject to the approval of, the Head Commuztee. ) .

19.] These stattl;?es may be altered or amended by resolution of the People's Congress, or
by the Head Committee, subject to confirmation by the People’s Congress. )

" "Any alteration or amendment by the Head Committee shall be of force till the next meeting
of the People’s Congress,

»”

Brancazs ForMED.

The Chairman then said those were the statutes which had been drawn up bi the Head
Committee, and the only thing now before the meeting was, in his opinion, if the meeting
could agree with the commitiee, to pass a resolution io establish a Pretoria branch of the
association. If any gentleman woulcf hand in a resolution they could then proceed to the
business of the association. . o

Mr, E. D.. A. Meintjes proposed “ That a Pretoria Branch of the Association be formed.”

One of the audience: Do we not first have to approve of the statutes?

The Chairman: The statutes are not for your approval or disapproval. We, as the Head
Committee, have already approved of them.

Mr. Moodie then seconded the resolution.

The Chairman asked if anyone had any other resolutions to propose, or anything to say to
the motion. He then proceeded to say that the second bramch of the association would be
established in Sunnyside and Arcadia. Branches would then be established throughout the
country; but they were present that afternoon to establish a branch in Pretoria.

Voice: A very large centre has been omitted, namely, Boksburg and Johannesburg.

The Chairman replied that a gentleman objected to Johannesburg being indifferently repre-
sented. He said that they had decided to consult with the people in Johannesburg as to w]];ere
branches could be established in Johannesburg. When they had established their cowntry
branches they would congult their Johannesburg friends, and they would have due representation
on the association from the Goldfields. (Hear, hear.) They had, he proceeded, called ex-officials
and ex-officers together in order to secure subscribers to their various branches.

Mr. Esser asked why Pretoria was to be divided for Sunnyside and Arcadia. Was it not
better to have one branch for the entire municipality?

The Chairman replied that Pretoria was too large a city, with all its suburbs, to hold nightly
meetings, and, therefore, in order to facilitate arrangements they had determined to establish
branches in the suburbs where meetings could be held nightly.

A Voice: Have the lines of demarcation of the different branches been definitely decided ?

The Chairman: Yes.

Another gentleman objected to Pretoria being split up. Pretoria had always been a homo-
geneous whole, and sub-division would mean estrangement. o

The resolution was then put and earried.

Desultory discussion followed on the question of sub-dividing Pretoria and forming branches
east of the Aapies River.

A resolution was submitted that a branch be established on the east side of the Aapies River.

Iz reply to a question, the Chairman said that the resolution would fully em ody their
desires.

The resnlution was carried.

Tur Distrier Boarp,

The Chairman said the next business was to select the First District Board -

wou]i form lt)l;e Bfo:lrld, an(tli‘ the puli){lé{(i hfad now an opportunity of electing whom t%z;e:ilelsril:e?lbew
member of the audience asked | be he | i i '

the Branch Compitee members of the Head Committee could be included on

Dr. Engelenberg said that in consultation with his friends he had prepared a list of names

of gentlemen who he thought would do good work on the Head Committes. vi i \
}’;ﬁtr&ﬁq, er. E. F. Bourke, Mr. A. D. Rooth, Mr. M. Marais, Jan nSlzilts,e'H?md,. }ﬁ;}iﬁlfh‘;ll?ﬁ
iers, ’

One gentleman said every ward should elect its own repr i istri ;
; presentatives to the District Committee
Mr. R. Celliers suggested that the seve : nmitiee,
voted on individually, seven names should be submitted to the meeting and

Mr. Jaape Celliers proposed another seve 1lows : —) D

Kichalas Prleti))riuls, lﬁell% a(liai}f’ AD ﬁngtﬁ’ ?nflo 11&01\17:“.1 an;\l[.essrs. Jan Malherbe, E. F, Bourke,
feneral De la Rey said he thought the people of Pretorin had mot been t i

(Hear, hear.) They should not be dominated b i . een treated fairly.

rights that were due to them, and Jet t]ilx]:m e Y traadia and Sunnysido. Give the people the

lect thei i p
mén elocted, and be thought they would put ect their own committee. FEveryhody wanted his

t a »
Sl agrecment and procésded with the busineslg matter on a healthier basis 1f they came to o
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woulﬁnghﬁzt%:xgﬂteﬁgxznfoﬁidtzheeip V{:illl]te;ih?e:nbeﬁ Ize_fure tl(lley bctoll-ld elect a commitiee. They

thousards of pecple might :’aot i onstitution and obtain members, Hundreds and

comt{xjxji}l;te%ﬂmqn could be elected E:glfrom Jmoﬁléitai'ﬁgﬁmfﬁeﬂ? ];i;}ﬁy got members ta join them,

misintee ret:(lln:irﬁﬁtsmd E:peral De la Rey had not attended the meetings, and consequently

i fhe hmetec what d:aBSumgsgloni'h Tlllle_wcfl were there to elect commissioners to lold meetings

workﬁhevx;args s, m};]ﬁ)ﬁn g ey had three acting members among the seven, they could
r. W. Esser enid apparently they were in an inextricable mess, @

v the; 1 3 , and he suggested g ;
gu;rgi i’;li:fn;‘xll}i&fge 'gatat tg]e m}fetmg accept the seven names suggested by Drg%ﬂigeéle;%é‘xg‘v :}’s
i mittee for that day; they to be confirmed or disapproved of at a subsequent

Dr. Engelenberg said he accepted Mr. Tsser's suggestion.
%}flte; fﬁlrtl}er discussion the motion of Dr. Engelen%)erg was put to the meeting and lost.
- ¢ Tollowing gentlemen were elected to form a provisional committee of the Pretoria branch
of the organisation ;-—Messrs. Van Marne, De Lange, N. Pretorius, Dr. Engelenberg, Advocate
Gregorowski, E. F. Bourke, Dr. Lingbeek, J. F, Wege, and F., Allemann.

Tue Arcapta Bravcn.

Mr. E. P. A. Meintjes proposed e following as members of the committee for the Areadi
Ward : —Messrs., A, Mafher e, J. de Waal, R, C. Jorissen, Advocate De Wet i Byl
E. Rooth, J. Esser, and Advocate Ferreira. ' ocate De Wet, J. van der By,

A member of the audience aroused loud cries of dissent by saying: “ Never mind about
Arcadia and Sunnyside; let us confine ourselves to Pretoria.” '

Mr. A. D. Wolmarans insisted upon members being nominated for Arcadia and Sunnyside.
:\Vrv}']t% he asked, should Pretoria have all its own way, and why should Arcadia and Sunnyside

al

Mr. E. T. Nicholson said be was not going to be dominated by commiitees nominated by
the town. He belonged to the country, and would be ruled by a country committee. Besides,
the country eo%le had already selected their own representatives.

Mr. Ewald Esselen said that none had been definitely selected,

Mr. Nicholson said the people selected were residents within the munieipality, but the
country people had the strongest objection to entering the municipality of Pretoria. (Applause.)

GeEneEraL Borus’s Decranarion.

The Arcadia Commitice having been elected, the Chairman then addressed the gathering.
He said they had now established the first two branches of the organisation, and he would bike
old officials to remain behind after the meeting to make arrangements for activity in the work
of the association. Many questions of importance had arisen recently, and he was asked almost
daily what the sentiment of the people was in connection with these matiers, and therefore he
hoped that the people would calmly and emphatically express themselves on the great questions
with which they were confronted. They would probably %ave noticed from the newspapers that
there was going to be a great change in the Government of the Tranavaal, and he was being
asked continually if the Boers wonld be satisfied to co-operate with that Government. By the
document which they signed at the declaration of peace they were tied hand and foot. That
document preseribed the future conditions of the Transvaal, and it was a document which
Mr. Chamberlain hod described as the Charter of the Boers. Whatever happened in the Trans-
vaal they must never forget they were bound by that decument signed at Vereeniging, They
had accepted in that document the flag and {he authority of Britain over them, and he told
them honestly that his intention was and always had been that they as a people should faithfully
fulfil the obligations which they had entered into in the treaty of Vereeniging. When they spoke
of organisation and future conditions of the country there was not the glightest suspicion that they

were disloyal.
Borrs Loyar.

From the day peace was signed the Boers had clearly shown that they loyally obeyed their
obligations. Yet they read in the newspapers that Responsible Government could not be granted
because the Boers could not be trusted.  In regard to that he had only to say that when a group
of people like the Boers, after laying down the amms that were so dear to them, had during
the two years that had passed done nothing beyond their rights, he thought the people whe
said they could not be trusted were stirring up muddy waters. The Boers had only one purpose,
and that was to stand with outstretched hands and ask the co-operation of the British people.
Their principles embraced nothing less_than co-operation and amity. They were prepared fo
accept any responsibility on their shoulders. .&}_wlear, hear.) Could it be expected from them
that they should take any one’s else’s responsibility on their shoulders? ‘Were they to take the
responsibility of the people who distrusted them? They were entering the future; the flag
question was finished for all time. They had accepted British domination, and would accept
any responsibility that would extricate the country from the muddle it was in, They had nothlpﬁ'
to do with any racial question; the man who to-day stood on a platform and discussed racia
questions was mad., They were going to form in South Africa a great nation of all the white
people who lived in it. (Applause) If the Im;i:enal Government showed its confilence and
{rust in them, he was RSSIU‘G(}) the Boer pecple would earry with honour the trust placed in them.
But if they expected the Boer people to be loya), they must be loyal to the Boers. Referring to
Responsible Government, he told them that Representative Government with a_ mominated
Executive was the shadow without the substance. It was a form of government which should
never have a place in South Africa—(applause)-—and he said honestly that he could not advise
? They stomf) by the promise of the Peace Treaty that they should

the Boer people to aceept it. )
have ?Res;lm)nngble Goveergmment in the Transvaal. The Boer leaders had not protested against
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i i 1 it. To-lay they
the Government that existed to-duy, but had advised Lord Milner not to change it. | ¥ tae;
wont further, They said South Ayfrica was a large country, and contained an opflxlnng fmi greﬁ
and good things. One of these good things was Responsible Government by et I{)pop e.m t
the ITmperial Government wished to do anything for the country, it must do alcl);ne mg g bﬁ; :
something good and deep, which would embrace the entire people not only of this country,
all the white people of South Africa. (Applause.)

No Hary Mrasvnres.

If they would do nothing great, it would serve them nothing to tinker with small things.
'They had had sufficient experience of tinketing and half measures, The Boers had never gone
to the Government and asked for a change, but they did say thai if the change came, it must
be a good and a great one, Half measures would not serve the people and would not serve the
Imperial Government, It had also been said: Well, _let us co-operate; let us accept Represen-
tative Government. e said, let them assume this attitude; let them plant mealies and potatoes,
and let politics alone. They could not accept this tinkering sort of half measure. As regarded
himself, he stood on sound principles—principles which would assist the people and which would
strengthen South Africa and bring cohesion among the people. But do mot let them say this
1s good, and this is good, because they could not get the proper thing. Do not let them be content
with the half measures and the tinkering and temporising measures which were made them in con-
neetion with Representative Government. e would be ]glad if the meeting would pass a resolution
which would say fairly and effectively that they could only content themselves with one sort
of government, and that was Responsible Government—(applause)—and that the same measure
be granted to the sister Colony, the Orange River Colony. To him it was painful and incom-
prehensible that it should be given to one State what was kept from the other. It was the
ireatast injustice, the greatest grievance, therefore a resolution should be passed that day. They

ad established their association, and they eould proceed in a peaceful and constitutional way
to obtain what they desired. (Cheers.)

Mr. Moodie rose to move a resolution to keep the present Government in power until such
time a3 Responsible Self-Government was given the country.

The Chairman said he would take no respousibility without authority, Let them take a
resolution as fo what would satisfy the Boers.

REesronsipre (GovERNMEST,

Mr. E. Rooth said he agreed perfectly, and he thought everybody would agree with w
had fellen from the chairman. ng geed to move:wg e £ vt
. .  That this meeting of the Pretoria Branch of the Association “ Het Volk,” having been
informed of the terms of the Vereeniging Treaty, is of opinion that in the event of & thange
being wecessary in the Government of the Transvaal, no form of government other than complete
Self-Government should be established; and that motice of this resolution be given to Lord
Mnlnif.” E(L?HdEapqlause,)

r. Ewald Esselen rose in response to repeated calls from the meeting. He saj i
was short, and probably others wanted to address the meeting. He did ngt know w(}ile?}l:artltn}tz
choirman had expressed himself clearly when he said that they stood under a treaty and a
gontract and an obligation, and an obligation which was prescribed in Article 7 of the Vereeniging
Peace Treaty. It was said in that treaty that when the time had arrived that responsible
institutions should be given to the Transvaal and the Free State that time should be appointed
by England. The right which they had given to them under that treaty was the right to speak
and express their sentiments and opinions on these changes. Those generals who signed that
treaty were the men who had the mgh’c to go to England and say, “ Now has the time arrived for
you to complete your contract.” The people who had no right to speak were the people who
were protesting against the things which had oceurred in the country, and they were the people
who were noj required. He now came to the point. They were not assembled that da Fo SI;.
to England, “ You have killed my wife and you have slaughtered my cattle,” but the wey;-e therg
to say that they did not require a bastard Government, (Hear, hear.) It was not forythem to sa
that the time had arrived. Did they know, if they accepted Responsible Government wh"tr
debts they would incur, and what obligations they would lla)e taking upon their shoulders. w ﬂt
burdens of mismanagement which had been ineurred op their behalf? II:e’c them say fo En, la:]l;l
hYou in ﬁgu_r w1:dom shall say what we shall get and when we shall et it.” Would they gcce W
tF ase conditions? It was far better 1o suffer the injustices a little Jonger that they had bm-n]n
b::r l:ﬂ«(}semi):l ‘tl:,f' Afnkria‘ﬂderdguﬁemd sufficient injustices? Tet them proceed and continue to
bear thaw i Justices, ey did not rear bastard children, and they would pot accept a bastard

The resolution was then put and earried amid toud cheers,

Oraxee River Coroxy Ixerunzp.

(General Erasmus suggested that 1] ion s
10;:;, o rasmug %ge e same resolution should a
moved : —

“That this meeting of the Pretoria branch isati
; t of the organisation “ Iet Volk ” (T "
;f?p?le]':ltfsi ‘;(1]:: éltgat(}l‘ecr{gr;nézt;?;hto lir;mg' tcéo thfe attention ogf 1Lis Excelleggv‘ iltl){rd %Iglllleer:[:;%?tﬂ(thg
‘ reeniging Leace Conference embrace both the Ory River (!

the Transvaal: that it js. the opinion of this i Orange River goloe o ud
_ ‘ meeting that iv '

simultanecusly be offered any change of Goyemment wl?ich mathl?e ?::talﬁ(:m?dut? tggl%?zn:?;:ﬁlﬂ

ﬂ acclamation, '

Mr. Oppermann seconded, and the motjon was carried wit

. - ) ly to the Orange Rive
olony was still bound by the Vereeniging Pljzeat% and he ariggrdllzr:;i;
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GesERar De 14 Rev's Abvice.

General De la Rey was next called upon to speak. He said they had i
_ ¢ la ] . \ agsed many resol
th_?t. day, fmdﬂi“dgmg from the applause which had gone forth one woulH think thefe wasutizg:
i‘:ilﬂml_?g lfnthe coulxltljy, but it a)ipeared to him that the condition at present.was very dark.
T apite 10 el resolutions which had been passed he considered that the entire people of the

ransvaal should remain silent azd sit still, and not involve themselves in polities, but should
preﬁewe thfe position they had maintained during the last three years, As had been stated,
ac %nigl(; :)1 Government was cor}temﬂlated, and they were to be introduced to something which
was ‘il ind the curtain and which they eculd not see. There were men here with experience
enoi:lgj to control the country and to lead the people, and that experience must be utilised and
eﬂ) g}uted. He believed that to-day the entire world realised what sort of a Government their
‘131 . olv‘fmment was. (Cheers.) Speaking as oue who was a member of the old Government,
Ge could say there was nothing to reproach oneself with concerning the mamner in whith that

overnment ruled the country from the times of desert land and barbarity until 1900.
(Applq,use.) _ There was no occasion to be ashamed, and if they had to take part in any Govern-
ment in which they would be injuriously treated after what he had suﬁ’ere(F and gone through,
he would go back to his sheep and become a shepherd, and would prefer that the responsibility
should be borne by the people who held it at the present time, without involving himself in
that ‘responsibility. (Applause.) His idea was not that they should throw themselves into a
collision with the Government, or to obstruct the Government, but purely to establish an
organisation; and it was not a proper thing to support a Government under Crown Colony rule.
He was always prepared to assist and work with them, whether wuder Crown Colony or i'{epre-
sentative (rovernment, but while they were prepared to assist the Government loyally, they would
not share their responsibility it it meant injury to themselves. In that event they preferred to
go back to their farms and tend their caitle, (Loud cheers.)

“ A Cenp v Porrmics.”

General Beyers said it was not his intention to talk much; he was only a child in polities,
and preferred to work, If they gave him instructions, he would fulfil them, but he would not
talk a great deal. He would, however, say-what was in his heart. It was remarkable to him what
was said concerning the people in that Colony. When peace was proclaimed the newspapers
preached the docetrine of co-operation and coneiliation, so that it was strange to him that when
the people spoke the truth, and when anyone spoke candidly from his heart and expressed

rievances, they were regarded with suspicion. After the gathering at Brandfort, in the Urange

iver Colony, it was mentioned in the papers that the Boers required something, just as though
the Boers had not the right to open their mouths and ventilate their grievances. Was England
afraid to_hear the truth? (Cries of “ Yes.”) When he saw that the country was receding, that
the people in the districts were receding materially and having 2 bad time, he thought the
time had arrived when they must express themselves candidly.” (Applause.) There were the
people in the back districts, whe were entirely ignored by the Government, and there were many
with the last suit of clothes on their backs, and many in need of bread. Ten or-twelve people
visited his office every day asking for bread. He wanted to discuss this matter right away. If
they mentioned things, they were criticised just as though they had not to make demands to a
big dominant power, and as though they were strangers in the country. Some time ago he had
2 conversation with an M.P. in London, and he said, “ Let us give you first Representative
Government,” The question arose as to how strong the Boers would be at the election, and
he discovered that the Government would arrange the elections so that they would e weak.
The M.P. suggested by his tone that there was no confidence and no trust in the Boers, and
if that was so, he would just say, “ Well, I have no confidence in you.” As General Dé la Rey
had said, there was a dark future before them, and he thought it was far better to say nothing,
but remain silent. ) )

Mr. A. D, Wolmarans endorsed what had been said by previous speakers, and remarked that
it had been proved that day that there was complete harmony between the head committee and
himself. * Land and Volk” had suggested that his anti-English sentiments might debar him
from harmonious co-operation with the Boer leaders, but he pointed out that hitherto there had
besn mo representation at all. The Legislative Council meant nothing, and it was only when
. full Responsible Government was granted that he would extend his hand to England and co-
operate with the English. “Het Volk” did not embrace Afrikanders alene, but all who had
settled here and were denizens of the State. '

Mr. E. P. Meintjes moved a vote of thanks to the various ex-Geperals who had attended.
In response three cheers for General Botha were most enthusiastically given, and 'a call for cheers
for the Head Committee brought forth a similar display of fervour, ]

Tn acknowledgment the chairman thanked the audience for their presence, which he took to
be an indication of the keen interest they took in the organisation. To him it was a most
encouraging sign, and would also greatly encourage the Head Committee in iheir work for the
people. In conclusion he expressed the hope that they would scon have a newspaper of their

own. (Applause.)

No. 14.
(GovErNor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. LYTTELTON.
(Received February 18, 1903.)

Governor's Office, Johanneshnrg, January 30, 1905.
T HAVE the honour to transmit to you a copy of correspondence, which has
taken place between myself and the Chairman of the Volksrust Municipal Council,
K

SIR,
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on the subject of the representation of country towns under the new Constitution
of the Transvaal.
T have, &c,,

MILNER,
Governor.

Enclosure 1 in No. 14.
VorxsrustT Muxniciear CouNciL to GOVERNOR.

Volksrust Municipality, Town Offices, Market Square,

My Lorp, Volksrust, January 18, 1905.

WuiLe so much comment is taking place in the public press in reference to
the impending change in the form of Government, and various deputations are
waiting upon Your Excellency to impress their views upon you, there is one aspect
of the question that appears to be overlooked by both the Eress and the representa-
tives of both the rival Associations, although possibly the point has occurred to
Your Excellency. T refer to the probability of the swamping of the British vote
in the towns by the Dutch vote in the country portion of the district in which the
town is situated, and therefore outside of big centres like Johannesburg and Pretoria
the British will be entirely unrepresented.

Recognising this danger the Council, of which I have the honour to be Chair-
man, on November 15th, 1904, passed the following resolution :

“This Council respectfully begs to express its opinion that no measure
of representative government will be acceptable which does not provide for
the adequate representation of the smaller towns, such as Volksrust, as
distinet from the country distriets,”

which was duly forwarded to the Colonial Secretary.

Take, for instance, this district of Wakkerstroom. It contains four towns—
Volksrust, entirely British (Dutch residents being in a very small proportion);
Walkkerstroom, British in decided majority; Amersfort and Piet Retief, about
equally divided—yet, if the district as a whole is taken as an electoral district, the
British will certainly fail to return a representative,

Would it not be possible to introduce a system of © borough” and “county *
members to obviate this anomaly. Let the towns be grouped into units, returning

urban or borough members, and the outside areas into units returning country or
rural members. .

Unless some precaution is taken to ensure representation for the strong British

minority in the country districts, we shall be badly off indeed. Commending this
view to Your Excellency,

I am, &e,
Frepk. J. Fisuer,
Chairman,

lkstust Munici :
Viscount Milner, P.C., G.C.B, G.CMG, Volksrust Municipal Council

Johannesburg.

Enclosure 2 in No, 14.
PRIVATE SECRETARY TO GOVERNOR to VOLKSRUsT

DEear Sz, _ Governor’s Office, J
Lorp MiLxeR desires me to inform you th
18th January, and that the poi 1 i

mind. It is one of the many difficulties whi

1d. e of ¢h b
political power in this Colony, and which, as j o by
care and deliberation necessary hefore irrevoca

Munictear Counerr,

channeshurg, January 24, 1905,
at he has received your letter of the
stantly present to his
fair distribution of
t seems to him, render the greatest
ble steps are taken.
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So far, Lord Milner has not come across any scheme, which would not involve
the swamping of almost all the country towns by the surrounding agricultural

districts. Having regard to the generally insignificant number of their white
inhabitants, such a result seems, in most cases, inevitable.

It has been suggested that this might be avoided by grouping the smaller
country towns. But it seems to Lord Milner that, in order to create a constituency
of the normal size, it would be necessary, in most cases, to group a number of
places lying at a considerable distance from one another, and having divergent, and
even conflicting interests. In these circumstances no conimon representation seems
possible. Take, for instance, the case of a constituency consisting of three towns,
with, say, 500, 400 and 300 voters respectively, with very different interests and
ideas, and at an appreciable distance from one another. If these towns had to
return one member between them, each would probably run its own candidate, and
the candidate of the most populous town would probably, though not certainly, be
returned. But how, if this were so, conld it be said that the others were fairly
represented ! And the position would be no better if, in a group of towns, the
smaller ones combined, as they very likely might, out of jealousy, against the larger.

On the whole, Lord Milner is driven to the conclusion that the difficulty is for
the moment insoluble, and that, in trying to escape from one anomaly one would
only fall into another. The ultimate hope for the country towns—seeing that the
system of large districts with a minority vote, the best of all systems in his opinion,
is generally condemned--lies in a strict mainfenance of two principles, viz.: (1)
the single-member constituency, and (2) a periodic redistribution of seafs. If the
latter principle is insisted on, the country districts, as their population grows, will
have to be subdivided into two or more constituencies, and the most populous of
them, no doubt, will be so sub-divided from the start. In one of the constituencies
resulting from such sub-division the principal town of the district will exercise a
great, and in some cases a preponderating, influence, which it cannot exercise in
the district as a whole. Thus the country towns will gradually gain more and
more political influence, but only if single-member constituencies are the rule. If
the two-member country constituencies, which exist in Cape Colony, were adopted in
the Transvaal, the position of the country towns would be for ever hopeless.

Iam, &c.,
(. GeorrrEY ROBINSON,
Private Secretary.
The Chairman,
Volksrust Municipal Council.

No. 13.
Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mg. LYITELTON.
(Received February 25, 1903.)

SIR, Governor’s Office, Johannesburg, February 6, 1905.
Wire reference to my despatch of the 30th Januvary* I have the

honour to transmit to you copies of letters from General Louis Botha, forwardin

certain resolutions passed at meetings held in Pretoria, Krugersdorp, Heidelberg an
Standerton.

I have, &c.,
MILNER,
Governor.
Enclosure 1 in No. 15.
(Translation.) |
Your EXCELLENCY, Pretoria, January 29, 1905.

T 5avE the honour to enclose herewith, for your information, two resolutions

* No. 13,
21251
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which were taken yesterday at a public meeting here in connect}ii)_n W]é];lglxll; coming
change of the form of Government in the Transvaal and Orange River .

With every respect, Yours, &,
‘ Louis BoTea.
To His Excellency
Lord Milner,
High Commjssioner,
Johanneshurg.

(1)

{Translation.)

RESOLUTION carried unanimously at a public meeting held at Pretoria on
98th January, 1905.

“This meeting of the Pretoria wards of “ The People” Association, baving
taken into consideration the contents of the Vereeniging Treaty, is of opinion that,
when the time comes to make a change in the form o Gpvernm’ent of the Transvaal,
no other than complete self-government ought to be instituted.

Resolved : To request the Chief Committee to give notice hereof to His Excel-
lency Lord Milner.
Conform,

Lovis Borua.
Pretoria, January 29, 1905.

_ (2)
(Translation.)
ResoLvioN carried unanimously at a public meeting held at Pretoria on the -
28th January, 1905.

This meeting of the Pretoria wards of “The People ” Association resolves to
request the Chief Committee to bring to the notice of His Excellency Lord Milner—

That the clauses of the Vereeniging Treaty affect the Orange River Colony as
well as the Transvaal,

That the opinion of this meeting is that the Orange River Colony should be
offered at the same time the change in the form of Government which might be
introduced into this Colony. This is in accordance with the general wish of the
Transvaal public,

Conform,

Pretoria, Janvary 29, 1905, Louts Boraa.

‘ Enclosure 2 in No. 15.
(Translation.)
Your ExceLLENCY,

St Pretoria, Januar
I continuation of my letter of the 29th instant, I have the hanoyuz:-3 11;:) 11333156%
for your information, two resolutions which were made yesterday morning at a puhlié

i coming ch :
government for the Transvaal and Orange River Colonies, § change In the form of

Will you klndly brine the contents of these . .
Imperial Government. resolutions under the notice of the
With every respect,
To His rxcellency Yours, &OI-:
Lord. Milner, : 0u1s Borga.

\ High Commissioner,
‘\ Johanneshurg,

\
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| | (1)

{Translation.)

ResoLuTioN carried unanimously at a public meeting held at Krugersdorp on
30th January, 1905.

[Identical with (1) in Enclosure 1]

(2)

{Translation.)

) ) Pretoria, January 81, 1905,
REsoLUTION carried unanimously at a public meeting held at Krugergdorp on the
30th January, 1905

[Z denticql with (2) in Enclosure 1.)

Enclosure 3 in No. 15.
(Translation.)

Your ExcrrLency, Heidelberg, February 1, 1903,

I avE the honour to forward, for Your Escellency’s information, with the
humble request that you will forward them to His Majesty’s Government, copies of
two resolutions which have been made to-day by a publie meeting of British subjects.

_ T have, &,
His Excellency Louts BotHa.
Lord Milner, .
His Majesty’s High Commissioner
for South Africa,
Johannesburg,

(1)
(Translation.)
Heidelberg, February 1, 1905.

This meeting of the Heidelberg [See (1) in Enclosure 1],
G. C. Bar,
Secretary of the Meeting.

| (2)
(Translation.)

This meeting having noticed that it is intended to cause a change in our present
system of government, and that this change will not apply to the Orange River
Colony, is of opinion that complete self-government must be granted to both Colonies.

. G. C. Bar,
Secretary of the Meeting.
Heidelberg, February 1, 1905.

Enclosure 4 in No. 15.
(Translation.)
Your ExXCELLENCY, Standerton, February 3, 1905.
WitH this I forward Your Excellency copies of two resolutions taken at a
public gathering of the inhahitants of the town and district of Standerton.
After perusal, will you please forward the same to the Imperial Government?
Thanking Your Excellency in anticipation,
I have, &e,,

His Excellency Louvis Borua.

Lord Milner,
Johannesburg.
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(L)

(Translation.) , o hed

This meeting of the Standerton wards of “ The People” Association resolved :
[In similar terms to (2) in Enclosure 1].

Proposed : J.J. ALBERTS.

Seconded : G. J. ENGELBRECHT. Louts BoTHA.

Standerton, February 3, 1905.

2)
(Translation.)

This meeting of the public of the town and district of Standerton having decided
to establish & branch of “ The People” Association, and being acquainted with the
contents [See (1) in Enclosure 1].

Proposed: W. J. STEnLN.

Seconded : S. P. pE VILLIERS.
Lours Borma.
Standerton, February 3, 1905.

No. 16.
Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. LYTTELTON.
(Received March 4, 1905.)

Stz, Governor’s Office, Johannesburg, February 13, 1903.
Wit reference to my despatch of the 6th instant,* I have the honour
to enclose, for your information, copies of resolutions passed by “The People”
Association at Volksrust and Amersfoort, on the subject of Representative Govern-
ment in the Transvaal.
I have, &ec.,
MILNER,
Governor.

Enclosure 1 in No, 16.

_ GeneRAL BorEa to Hice CoMMISSIONER.
(Translation.) :

Your ExceLiENCY, _ Volksrust, February 5, 1905.
. 1 BavE the honour to enclose herewith two resolutions, which were carried
unanimously at a public meeting held here to-day.

I hope that after perusing the said resolutions 6u will be
the contents thereof before the Imperial Government. d 50 good as to lay

I have, &c.,
His Excellency Lord Milner, Louzs Borna.
High Commissioner for South Africa,
Johanneshurg.
(Translation.)
Mort1on.

This meeting of the Wakkerstroom wards of “ The People” Association
Resolves to request the Chief Committee to bring to the noti '
, . tice of His Excellency
Lord Milner that the conditions of the V iping. iy ‘ >y
Colony as well as the Transvaal,  Yoreeniging Treaty affect the Orange River

* No. 15,
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That it is the opinion of this mesting that the Orange River Colony should at

the same time be offered any change in the for r w00 _
duced here, y g e form of government which rmg{;t be intro-

This is in accordance with the general wish of the Transvaal public.

(Translation.)
Mortion.

This meetmg of the people of the town of Volksrust and district of Wakker-
stroom have resolved to establish a branch of “ The People” Association, and, heing
acquainted with the contents of the Vereeniging Treaty, is of opinion that, when
the time comes to make a change in the form of government of the Transvaal, no
other than complete self-government should be instituted.

Resolved to request the Chief Committee to give notice of this to His Excellency
Lord Milner. :

Enclosure 2 1n No. 18,

' GENERAL Borsa to HicE COMMISSIONER.
(Translation.)

Your ExcrLLENCY, Amersfoort, February 6, 1905.
Encrosep please receive two certified copies of resolutions which were carried
une&nimously at a general meeting of the inhabitants of the district of Wakkerstroom
to-day. ’
At the same time, I would kindly ask Your Excellency to bring these resolutions
under the notice of the Imperial Government.
I have, &ec.,

Lovuis Borsa.
His Excellency Lord Milner,
High Commissioner for South Africa,
Johannesburg.

(Translation.)
MotIon.

This meeting of the inhabitants of the Wakkerstroom Ward II. branch of
“The People” Association,

Resolved to request the Chief Committee to bring to the notice of His Excellency
Lord Milner that '31e conditions of the Vereeniging Treaty affect the Orange River
Colony as well as the Transvaal,

That it is the opinion of this meeting that the Orange River Colony should at
the same time be oftered any change in'the form of Government which might be
introduced here. This is in accordance with the general wish of the Transvaal
public. .

Proposed—G. M. Swart.
Seconded—H. Meek.

(Translation.)
MoTroN.
. . .  trict
This meeting of the public of the town of Amersfogrt and Warﬁ 1L, Distric
‘Wakkerstroom, hgaving resolved to establish a branch of “ The People” Association,
and being acquainted with the contents of the Verceniging Treaty, is of opimon
that when the time comes to make a change in the form of Government of the Trans-
vaal, no other than complete self-government should be instituted.
Proposed—J. A. Joubert.
Seconded—A. G. Robertson.

Carried unanimously.
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No. 17.
Govervor VISCOUNT MILNER to M. LYITELTON.
(Received March 4, 1905.) )

SIR | Governor's Office, Johanr:iesbuzg,I Fﬁbruai 1%’:], Igl(l}i;. o
" Wire reference to my despatch of to-day’s date® 1 have the honour
enclose, for your information, newspaper cuttings on the subject of Representative

y in the Transvaal. :
Government in the Tran I have, &o.

MILNER,
Governor.

Enelosures in No. 17.

(1)
“ Sran,” January 30th, 1905.
PROGRESSIVE ASSOCIATION,
Meerive or HerogLpERG BraNCH.

Heidelberg, Monday (Speeial).—A meeting was held on Saturday under the auspices of the
focal branch o%the Trais(vaal Progressive Agsociation at the Grand ﬁlotel, at which Dr. Nixon
regided. ‘ ‘

d In opening the meeting the Chairmsn said that the first business was the election of a
chairman, committee and secretary, which, owing to the recent holidays, it was impossible to
do before. .

Dr. Nixon was elected Chairman, Mr. Bordman secretary, and Messrs. Fenwick, Moffitt,
Bernard, Cottrill and Sutherland, members of the committee, with power to add to their number.

In introdueing the object of the association, the Chairman, in a lengthy and excellent speech,
explained the political situation, and urged that the time had now arrived when the people of
this Colony should be granted a meusure of self-government—Representative Government. He
asked the meeting to record their ideas as to the form that that representation should take. In
concluding his remarks he welcomed those present who were not members of the association,
Some were, he knew, opposed to the objects of the assvciation; others, again, had open minds and
came to hear the opinions expressed, but to all he appealed for ah orderly meeting.

Mr, J. Fenwick moved the following resolution ; w

" That the Heidelberg branch of the Transvaal Progressive Association pledges itself to

the principle of equal representation, that is one vote, one value; this representation
to carry with it automatic redistribution.”

He said that he thought that the fairness of “ one vote one value ” principle would commend
itself to all ut that meeting, It was fair to the tarmer, it was fair to the merchant, and fair
to all classes. The automatic redistribution of seats would safeguard the towns and districts in
the future, for as the population increased, so would those towns or districts be represented. In
framing a new Constitution, he said, the main point was to see that the first or foundation stones
were well and firmly established. ‘

Mr. W. 8. Cottrill seconded the resolution, which was earried unanimously,
. Mr. W. Bernard prugose(] that a copy of the above resolution be sent to the High Commis-
sioner, with the request that it be forwarded to the Home Government,

Mz, C. Moffitt seconded, and this also ‘was carried unanimously,

t{i vote Oiﬁch_?iﬂiiﬁe was aic?];dedlfhlﬁ %hmlﬁlilan, who, in returning thanks, trusted that all future
meetings in Heidelberg, whether he - this associatio ‘ ,
same orderly conduet as that meeting. ’ n or any other, would be marked by the

Owing to a counter-atiraction at the Town Hall, the meeting was not i
representative, all sections of the people being repre,sented 28 was nok large, but it was most

"

(2.)

“Raxp Darwy Marw,” Japuary 30th, 1905.
Ferrrse 1v e Countey Towns,
Lypexsrre Favours THE Responsrsres.
(From Our Own Correspondent.)

) ) Lydenburg, Jan 3
Councillor Dr. Oakshott took the chair at a Re i ) < Buary 28,
Lydeaburg Club last night and read a lotter from M:‘. o :iponmble Government meeting in the

; ; d Dalget -
Government Association, regarding the forming of 3 branch at Ly e%flfﬁ?ry of the Responsible

® No. 16,
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The Chairman said he i
‘ ) : personally was in favour of immed ]
13 M N te
and I&m iji‘]?;fﬂfl Jl&i!:tlgg toddec{de whether to join the Johanufasll)?xrg I;«;:};g?:&lzlg c??:tr ety
greed with the Chairman that it was desirable to have l{esp-omible

Grovernment, and said the ili i
s vopent, snd eﬂ’ect.y should affiliate with J ohannesburg, whero the money was. He moved

Mr. J. K. M. Hannan seconded,

Mr. J. L. ink i ; |
ho undorston tslfin;;.::t%' Chairman, Lydenburg Council, wished for further knowledge, and aaid
8 200 T e e ex ‘b}"as cut and dried and settled in England, J ohannesburg should send
and Responsiblo? Thﬂpea on the subject. What was the ﬁiﬂereuce between Kepresentative
public nas ;)ppose j -toetyh:‘;g;];:e;ot nﬂtw mo};'e before theﬁ' pledged themselves. The Lydenhurg
votinér powgﬁ, beﬁiistributed? Bystem, but he thought the main question was how will the

ouncillor Darter said that were they favourable to R. s

was the thins : e to Responsible Government or not the vote
" belequalllgg Lydenburg had 800 voters and J ohannesburg so many thousands. Whas voting

he proposal to adopt the prineiple of i

/ ple of the Responsible Party and fo b i
and it was resolved to ask Johannesburg to send a regresentati{%e to spelzﬁ ?m ]‘;mciln;:?esr?ﬂmem

te

“ Mr. Geo. C. 8i 1 i
with -Tohannesbugg.nmonds' TO@ Clerk, was appointed Secretary, and instructed to communicate

3.)
“81aR,” January 30ih, 1905.
Boez Mzrrive, -
A1 EKnvcerspore,
To-pay.
Fouw _RgquNSmLE_ (GOVERNMENT.
. . 0= No CiaxeE AT ALL.

- Rrugersdorp, Monday (Special).—After a caucus meeting, held by General Louia Both
with the local leading Boers at the Grand Hotel, a public meeting was }feld this morning in th:
open air under the trees near the Paardekraal Monument.

The object of the meeting was the forming of a branch of the Boer Association, called the

People’s Union, on similar lines to those formed at Pretoria lust Saturday. There were several
hundred Boers present. General Louis Botha presided, and amongst others present were
Advocate Ewald Esselen, General De la Rey, Messrs. J. W. 8. Langerman, A. Dieperink, Jacob
Duproez, B. Klopper, A. Muller, W. Edwards, and delegates from Witpoortie, Roodepoort, and
the adjoining districts,
- In apening the proceedings, General Botha explained the object of the meeting, repeating
what he said at Pretoria on Saturday. They had to resolve to form branches of the People’s
Union for Krugersdorp and elect seven members as a provisional ecommittee for the town branch,
as well as two other committees for the two wards in the distriet.

Mr. Dieperink read the statutes constituting the Union.

On the motion of Mr, 0. Qosthuizen, seconded by Mr. Du Toit, it was resolved to approve of
the statutes and to establish branches at Krugersdorp.

A burgher present asked whether the establishment of their branches meant the abolition
of the local Farmers’ Associalion, and whether it would not cause confusion.

General Botha said they had nothing to do with other associations. Their business to-da
was to establish their own association in the interests of the whole eountry, and to place sue
association on its own feet. A
- Mr. Qostbuizen proposed, and Major Erasmus seconded, the following gentlemen ag a grovi-
sional committee for Ward 1, which comprised the town and proclaimed portion of Krugersdorp
Messrs. D. van Blommestein, J. du Preez, Commandant Klaassen, Commandant Van ?;rl,
G. D. Stonestrest, W. M. Edwards, and D. Theron.
~ Mr. Dieperink suggested the substitution of Mr. A. Beyers (law agent) for Mr. Stonestraet;
as he thought they should, as far as possible, elect men who were acquainted with the “ tasl.
(A voice: “Mr. Stonestreet knows enough Duich.”) }

A burgher present exclaimed: * Don't let us be personal. .

Mr. Dieperink: “ All right, I'll withdraw my suggestion.”

A vote being taken, Mr. Oosthuizen’s motion was carried unanimously.
< The following were elected a committee for Ward 2 (Klip River sub-district): Messrs. J. .
Du Toit, J. W, Qosthuizen, J. M. van Dyk, C. Neeihling, G. van Vuuren, E. Du Plessis and

. Pelser, istri
W. Delser o elected & committee for Ward 8 (Hekpoort sub-district): Commandant

-+ The followi ) _
F, .ﬁfgie?er?ﬁi?gs::&r‘h Du Toit, 0. Oosthuizen, A. Muller, B. J. Vorster, J. Scheepers,

P. De Ia Rey. _ _ o
. , © (@Everal Borma
-+ " (Jeneral Louis Botha then again addressed the assemblage ond expressed his appreciation
of the large gathering present at the meeting. The Pretoria meeting had been very unanimous.
There was tme matter of vital importance occupying the public mind at the present moment, and
that wos the proposed change of Government. He msh’ed to know from the meeting if they
wanted him to give his opinton. (Several voices: “Yes! Yes!”) .
L
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inui \ ' which they had Jaid down their
1 Cugtlnuln&dh{aelz%gléﬁnliﬁ?r&dGtgeL]:eBEieta&ﬁ; lx%sﬂsgytilnﬁ! l;ar];ilgd outyall they unt}ile:('}took at
g e i - oblizations in the future, The British Govern-
Verconiging and they intended to fulfil all their obligat sin the fubure, 8 lot to do with
ment also undertook certain obligations, and the future of the Iransv e ok oo
igatl rtaken by the Imperial Government. The Imperial Governm P
:xlllfse(:lh]tllg: t:;x;s éltﬁgenieg selfwéuvemmentl as so;m as pofss}blﬁa, tli}xtg;w;i ng;z:znmaa‘; I;cl]:ll;)slég)h tHhZ
the veople. He was only in favour of full se/l-gov . .
I\;i%plecoiﬁ}nggd thgt I;f the res onﬁi ility of(Hself-gﬁven;mexﬁ iswa:pi npilfﬁedw ;pox:ha:her:(,.
jt out with honour. ear, hear) .
f:ltlfgr ‘;';f;}ld cofc an(?;ernmeut than self-government had the _right to rule ﬁn the f'il‘jans-
vaal and the whole of South Africa, as they on _their side had the fu (:iat 'ri-%n ence
in the Imperial Government, but for the other_sxde'the Boers were always sus ected. Hether(el
not trusted. The opposition was always fishing in muddy waters. (Applause.) [ (ilp_eh
sincerely that the British Government was gomng to establish a good form of govgrmﬁent, dw 111(:
would do great good to the country. (Applause.) All racial q_uesﬁlons had vanished, la:n t ?g
were prepared to work hand in hand with all the white races n South Africa. But he W(ixul
not tolerate any other form of government than self-government. They did not want ha f
an egg. They wanted the real thinﬁg or nothing. They were told to be satisfied with what they
could get, but he would not be. A ready agencies were at work among their people, frying to
make {hem accept any form of government. Ie had advised them to have nothing to do with
such agencies and politics. Let them sit still and be firm and gupport thelrlnow-estabhshe.d
organisation loyally. They now could a proach the Imperial Government direct, to submit
their grievances, even if they had te send a deputation to England. He wished them to pass
a resolution, stating that they would have no other form of government than full self-government,
and that the Orange River Colony should be given the same privileges simultaneously with the
Transvaal. The Orange River Colony was their sister State, and they could not sit still and forget
that State. They signed the treaty together, and ghould be treated qlfke_. They were al] prepared to
carry out a policy of conciliation, but how could there be co-operation if the Transvaal, which was
the prineipal C(Hony of South Africa, was given a form of government which the Cape Colony
had 60 years ago. (Applause) He wanted full self-government and would adhere to that
policy. (Applause.)
Gryeral De ta Rev,

General De 1a Rey also spoke and said that there were some people who thought they were
the fatted calf for the new Parliament. He, for himself, would never take the responsibility upon
himself to represent them in any other than a self-government. The country was ruined
to-day, and they had nothing now to lose. He had served his time and suffered his losses,
although he was not sorry for his losses, as he did all for his people, who has confidence in him.
{Applause.) Why should the Boers be feared now? The Imperial Government did not fuar
them when they had Mausers, and why should they fear them now when they had only knob-
kerries? (Laughter) He advised his people to go home and keep away from politics. They
wanted self-government or nothing. Let them be quiet and only come out when they received
the hint, Then, he was sure, they would be successful. (Applause.) While his people remained
slaves, as they were now, he would be with them, as long as only his nose remained above water.
{Applause.) He condemned those of their people, who were doing their best to ruin their own
nation and keep them down in the mud. He was prepared to work with all white people who
strove to moke South Africa a success as a white man’s country. (Applause.)

OTHER SPEAEERS.

Mr. Hans Burger, ex-Aining Commissioner of Krugersdorp, next spoke. He denied em-
phatically the statement that the country was not ripe for self-government. They had proved
before the war that they could govern the country—(applause)—and they could do it again.
The present form of Government was a good one, but if that was taken away, they must get
Responsible Government. (Applause.) He exhorted the burghers to support their leaders and
to let the world know that they were at one with their leaders. He adviseg them as Africanders
to remain such, and to uphold their status as Africanders. Let them be guiet and not vote in
the proposed new government elections, but, when the time came, they would show the world
that they were prepared to co-operate with all white men, It was said in Johannesburg that
the Boers were too strong, and that more settlers should be brought into the country. But
he assured them that if things continued as at present, there would be no Boers left in the country
after another five years. The British had come to stay in the country, but they would never

be able to blot out the Africanders. (Applause.) His great desire was a United South Africa
with (;ts owrll ﬁndﬁpeﬁdent flag. 1 ’
reneral Botha here interposed and said such remarks should not be made.
Mr. Burger: All right, then, U1l drop the mater. ok be made
Mr, A. Dieperink proposed a resolution similar in effect to that passed at Pretoria, with

regard to the granting of self-government to the T )
simultaneously,g g g en ransvaal and the Orange River éolony

Mr. B. Vorster spoke in support of the resolution, and said he would have nothing to do wi

the 30 million loan, which the capitalists h ' e v i ok

e emthle or fh. A lause.)p alists here were to blame for. Their people would not be
Mr. H. Burger seconded Mr. Dieperink’s motion, which was carried.
Mr. Dieperink was also of opinion they should sit still, but not for ever.

had shown the world they we ful .abidi
were not 00 otten to rule theﬁe‘i‘v?fac‘ﬁ‘é hla“’ abiding people. They hed shown that they

' r . id not say the present government w
evtilr} one could draw his own conclusions. _ (Laughter.) 'I‘hgy weregcontinuaﬁy bﬁnrgtgﬁgﬁlbtg&
and sworn at and they could not always sit still. They were called “ Wily Boers,” and other

(Laughter.) They
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similar epithets, If they w i i i i
they spoke out, the ‘othcira :vr:n:;{f%t];elt¢(‘§%%€a1% they were workiug behind the scenes, and if
gentleman had come from Egypt and said theiz olifl Jn? ]afv t(’: > uppliod,  (Laughter) &
much brake, "Well, the wagon was changed # gon was too slow, and they applied too
thick and thin, not caring whether it wegt 03 . ﬁ}otor car, which was running wildly through
fo him that the oar woulg hroak gy soztlm and what people said 7,000 miles away. [t seemed
. aer._ W. M, Edwards spoke in further support of the resolution pa di
qual rights for the Transvaal and the OQrange River Col e hayerence to
the British flag, they did not expect to be tg ted / ﬁ‘?:]]y' o o they, sosepted
They were sensible men, and waatad fo be treaisde asa:u :hl 'li‘e]:l, which was now being done.
2)01?1(1”’21(11 weretv{)ﬂhn ltri} co-operate. - But why should they alwgs‘!t‘;imcav{l(:ﬂﬂ‘x‘] (f::s ;EFOHW%%‘
‘e-y no e calle K Af H p)! - . . y
to conciliate and co-operate, nﬁ? c:s:,:'surprfil;ee?l ﬁfcotflfexfod‘swh ltlnethods, o iy tend
the coals for joining 2 Boer association, He was told that nnaly r}vmerﬁ y ll'nin haulf)d e
:g%gt ﬁgea lxllgnf)eslofREcl;stei& Slchumacher and other capifalis:rs any 31%1}: Evflegli?sh Tﬁrﬂ}f:;é
e la Rey? i
enemli&e; of the country);nd (thg I:nr%ﬁ:';iirﬁ)iiip}gn:v tigeSPOke fike that gentleman were the grentest
vocate Ewald Esselen next spoke and it
would be 2 united South Africa unde% its zltlvn a}iix:g. Itlﬁaioﬁdﬂgﬁ:ﬁf‘a o de e t}fre
the white population of South Africa would have to say they were czn‘: Oelilednf: etrhcome f‘fv t‘fln
yoke and establish their own flag. He urged them not to take part in ar? form of rovers ?;
other than self-government. It was said in the newspapers fhat Messrsar; Bothﬂ glq)nve{nmﬁan
and Esselen were stirring up the people. But that was false. It was the eoa’le eha w >
stirring up their leaders. Their presence proved that there that day. Tt pwag avai: wﬁﬁ
the &)apers said that the Imperial Government had already a form of government cut and
dried for them. The Government could not do that without consulting the voice of the pecpl
grt}éivig:& g:fl?rd(ﬁvthe'l‘geq()}]e was th?e tha}t) day, and it had also been heard at Pretox?iz 1:1:;
ay. e (Govern i

D Ao o Uore m?ﬁ;ld. was bound to consult them, so they should remain firm

On the motion of Mr. Hans Burge ded ieperink, a i
the Hond Commtes woe oamey unan% n:; ;ge]c;fn ed by Mr. A. Dieperink, a vote of confidence m:

General Botha thanked the gathering for the vote of confidence which, he said, came as
surprise to him and the Head Committee. As long as the people supported them, they would
do everything in their power to make South Africa a great and prosperous country'. e hoped
those terrible misunderstandings, which had caused so much suftering in the past, would never
occur aguin. He had great confidence in the future of South Africa, and hoped the foundations
would be laid for the establishment of a great united white race in South Africa, which would
carry away the admiration of the world.

A vote of thanks to the chairman, and three cheers for the Head Committee concluded the
proceedings.

(#)

“ 8rap,” January 31st, 1905.
Borsnure anp PoriTios.
Tuasr Nraur's Pustic MesTING.
Porrrrcar AssociaTion ForMED.

Boksburg, Tuesday (Special).—A well-attended meeting of the inhabitants of Boksbur,
and district was held in the Assembly Hall last night, for the purpose of discussing the politic:ﬁ
gituation, as it affects the proposed constitution, also to form a political association, The Mayor
(Mr. B. Owen Jones) occupied the chair, supported by Dr. McNeillie, Rev. (. . Greenfield, Messrs.
George Constable, Charlton, W. Hills, Hubbard, McDowall, Thompson and Tydeman.

At the request of the Mayor, Mr. Hubbard explained the circumstances of calling the meet-
ing, snying that the committee which had the matter in hand was composed of the representatives
of the different local assaciations at the National Convention at Pretoria. They felt that it
was necessary the district should be politically organised, and somebody had to convene the
first meeting’ that committee had done the work.

The Chairman stated that the proper formation of a constitution was very important, and
every inhabitant had a right to make his voice heard on the question,

Mr. George Constable moved the first resolution as follows :

“That in the opinion of this meeting of the inhabitunts of Boksburg and district the
principles of: (a) one man one vote; (b) one vote one value; (¢} the antomatie
vedistribution of representation, should be embodied in the Tronsvaal constitution,'

He said that the citizens of Johannesburg had endorsed those vital principles at a great
meeting at the Wanderers, The reason he moved the resolution was that some peaple thought
some men should -have ‘more than one vote, whilst others did not believe in alIl) votes havin
the ssme value. -He was of opinion that the value of the vote of the man in the town shoul
also be that of the man in the country. If the country was to be ruled on democratic lines,
nothing less thun the principles he advocated would give the necessary liberty. It was argued
by these who opposed one vote one value that its adoption would mean the country woulll e
ruled by the gold industry. That he considered an insult to the miners, beenuse it inferred they

51261 L2



74

i apitalists. He was sure that such would not be the case. In
:6311::11(315}):11d%ﬂfngzgit:&etﬁiggdpthe necessity of antomatic redistribution, as otherwise it would
mean that the towns which grew rapidly would soon not have their proper amount of representa.
umDr(.Aﬁgg};ﬁiz (President of the Boksburg Ratepayers’ Association) seconded. He criticised
s letter by “ Britisher” in “The Star,” who was aggrieved because he, the owner of four
thousand morgen, had no more votes than the city clerk earning £150 a year. It was men with
brains they wanted represented in this country, not bricks, mortar, and morgen of ground.
(Applause.) They wanted equality in every way, and the three principles he advocated ensured
that, (Applause.) Automatic redistribution would do away with future party strife. _

Mr. Tom Ziervogel said that he could not think how Dr. MeNeillie could come forward with
such a proposai as automatic redistribution of seats, seeing that he was an old inhabitant of the
country. The autometic redistribution of seats would mean the concentration of the political

ower of the country on the Rand. As to the form of Government, they wanted Responsible
Eovernment, and not Representative. (Applause and “ No, no.”) The English Government
was not afraid of the Boers when they had Mausers, why should they be afraid now, when
the Boers had only knobkerries. (Applause.)

Mr. A. A, Webb moved as an amendment : —

That in the opinion of this meeting of the Boksburg and district inhabitants, it is desir-
able that the electoral divisions in the Transvaal should so be allocated as to secure
equal representation.

He said he agreed to one man one vote, but not to the other two clanses. Under “ one
man one vote ” it would mean that the Rand would swamp the whole of the country. That had
been proved in the municipal elections. The mines had nine votes to the town’s six in the
Town Council, and did the inhabitants want the same thing to be repeated in their political
Government. It was all very well to say that the capitalists would not rule the roost, and the
mines would vote independently, but he was an old Kimberleﬁ man. In Kimberley, if De Beers
put up four monkeys they would be returned, and he feared t e miners would do the same. His
1dea was that the I'ransvaal should be cut up into twenty districts, each of which should return
a member. For crowded areas he believed in one member for every 8,000 inhabitanta.

Mr, Ziervogel seconded.

Dr. Tanner opposed in a vigorous little speech. o

AMr. Fisher castigated Lord Milner's clique and the despotic Government now existing, He
said that the proposed redistribution was a farce. If & man voted according to his conselence,
and the mineowner knew of it, he would get the push.

Mr. Lee asked Mr. Webb if he believed in majority rule,

Mr. Webb said that on the conditions laid down in the resolution, “ No.” Further ques-
tioned, Mr. Webb said that the mines had the control of the municipal vote, and he did not
propose they should also have the control of the political vote,

Dr. MeNeillie replied.  He said if the capitalists were going to rule the country it would
only be through the apathy of the working men on the Rand. They heard that the capitalista
were going 1o try to run the country, but should one come forward for that distriet he Iilizmaelf
would put up as a democratic candidate. (Loud and long continued cheering.)

On a vote, the amendment received 11 votes. The resolution received 94 votes, and was
accordingly carried.

The Rev. C. E. Greenfield (President of the East Rand Vigilance Association) moved ; —

That in the opinion of this meoting of the inhabitants of Boksburg and Distriet, the

;I)‘rinmple of manhood suffrage for white British subjects should be embodied in the
rangvaal Constitution,

, He said it was necessary for them to have that principle placed on their Statute book. In
doing so they would be following the example of the United States, Australia, and all demo-
cratic countries. ~ They wanted “ Government of Colonies by Colonials in the interests of
Colonials.  1f the people of the Transvaal were going to throw away their rights it would
be their own fault. They did not want the Cape franchise, as that gave votes to coloured

people, and would be against the Vereeniging Convention; although as an ideal principle, he

agreeﬁ w%hdLord Milner(‘ls giews. But t]ie tIi;me for that was not ripe.
I. tydeman seconded, as every male British subject should h interest i it
and manhood suffrage would give it.y ! OUY Ve an inferest in polities,

The resolution was earried with one dissentient.
Mr. W. Hills (Hon. Secretary E.R.V.A.) moved : —

That the residential qualifica
in the Transvaal,

He urged that six months was not sufficient. It was impogsi intricaci
that g W ent. possible to grasp the int
ransvaal politics in such a time, and their experience with the im%ort‘zd ofﬁgi:fsaf;eatl?ef

wer to new-come i
Mr. Charlton seconded. omers wag disastrous.

The resolution was carried with nly one di i
Alr. Hubbard moved ; — °R one Clssentient.

That in the opinion of this meeting it i 1 o ' .
be formed in Boksburg ang dia:r‘iz:tiyagezl:: ple that o palitiesl agsoctation should

hereby rexolved that & committ i s Dossible, and to Fhat end if is
selected forthwith, and charI;e: de:;'i&f f}?é ‘g::l‘lv power to add to their number, be

and rules for submission 4o 5 subsequent pub]icurlxgael;?ngf ® platform, conetitution,

tions of voters should be at least twelve months’ residence
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He soid it was necessary they should thorou i
e 1t ghly organise themselves. Boksburg had shown
wauch virility in the past, and should have a politicaslr assgociution of ita own, e fad show

The resolution was cartied unanimously,
A committee of 25 was then appointed,

Milngm last resolution was to the efiect that the resolutions, as carried, be torwarded to Lol

(5.

“ 81ar,” February lst, 1905.
Boer MEETING AT HEIDELBERG TO-DAY.
Tue Prorre’s Uxiow.
Furraen Brawcurs Foruep.

“Heidelberg, Wednesday (Special)—The public meeting, convened by General Louis Botha

for the purpose of forming branches of the People’s Union at Heidelb 1
the trees in Mr. Bronkhorst’s garden this mornigg. - eidelbers; took place here, ader

General Louis Botha presided, and amongst the many hundreds of burghers present were
General P. R. Viljoen, Messrs. Ewald Eoselen and Alberts, Commandants Buys, W, Pretorius,
Van Wyk, Grobler, Greyling, Donges, and Hans Botha; also ex-Volksraad members Jan Meyer,
‘Z_}’leth;‘y}s, Messrs. J. C. Bar, C. W. Shultz, W. Bezuidenhout, W. Pistorius, R. Meyer, and

an de Jager.

General Louis Botha, who, on mounting the platform, was greeted with applause, declared
the meeting open,

Mr. J, C. Bar acted as secretary.

General Botha explained the objects of the meeting, and submitted the statutes of the
People’s Union, which, he_sald, were not for approval or disapproval that day, as they had
already been approved of by the National Cougress, Of course he did not mean to say the
statutes were perfect, but they could always be amended later on.

The Secretary having read the statutes of the People’s Union,

General Botha stated that in the interests of the people the Head Commities had waited
until now before organising, as they did not want to embazrass the Government. Their object
was to establish an organisation, which would remain for ever in the country. (Applause.) He
wished them to establish branches of the Union for the Heidelberg district.

On the motion of MY, W. Besuidenhout, seconded by Mr. S. Buys, it was unanimously
rogolved to establish branches of the People’s Union at Heidelberg and to forthwith elect eome
mittess for the different wards. -

General P. R. Viljoen proposed that, as there were many of their English friends present,
the proceedings should be interpreted into English.

General Botha consented, and the Secretary was asked to do the necessary interpreting.
The following provisional committees were appointed ;-

Town Ward, Heidelberg : Mesers. B, Arendzle, P. R. Viljoen, F. Wepener, F. Bezuidenhout,
P. J. Uys, A. Bring, and G. K. Blyth. Ward Hoogeveld: Messrs. H. A, Alberts, W, Pretorius,
J. van Wyk, P. Afberts, A, Pretorius, J. Moodie, 5. Rothman. Ward Roodekoppens: Messrs,
Buys, W. Bezuidenhout, A, Greyling, W. Barrett, M. Bekker, C. Mever, L, van Vauren. Ward
Tuikerboschrand : Messrs, H. Botha, W. Marais, F. Bezuidenhout, J. Jacobs, H. Breytel_ﬂgach,
Koos Mare, G. Trichardt. Ward Kli:g River: Messrs. G. Meyer, P. du Preez, W. Viljoen,
Jan Meyer, P, Booysen, C. Schalkwyk, E. van der Merwe.

Generar Borra.

Continuing, General Botha said their association was open to all white men. Referring
to the proposed change of Government, he said it was his wm}% that they should support one
.another in all questions of vital importance to the country. They were not yet blessed with
what was called the franchise—(laughter)—but they were now told that a change of government
was proposed to be brought about. They were bound hand and foot under the Yereeniging
Treaty. There they undertook to let the dead past bury its dead, and to submit to the new
-order of things. I{ was proposed to establish a form of Representative Government, which
would place more responsibility on their shoulders than privileges to be enjoyed. As long as
they were not trusted, it was unfair to expect them to take up any responsibility. They wanted
a Government under which they could co-operate with all white men in the country. (Hear,
hear) He could not advise them to support any form of government other than
a measure of full self-government. (Hear, hear) The Imperial Government bad
no longer reason to doubt the loyalty of the people. (Applause) If full responsi-
bility wers placed on their shoulders” now they would show that they were worthy
.of it. Their people were to-day living in a terrible state of migery, and under suspicions which
were unjustifiable. 'They wanted full self-government—(A voice: * And also the Free State. )-};
they should drop all minor matters, and benefit by past experiences. Let all divisions



76

forgotten, and let their sole object be to make a great race of all the white races in South Africa,
(A,ﬁgplauae.) Let them think of all that was good, and nothing bad and small. He wanted th:i
people of the Orange River Colony to get the same privileges simultaneously with those propt()lse_

10 be given to the Transvaal. If that was not done, it would be a terrible injustice, an it
was their duty to support the jnterests of their sister State. It was & rotten principle to treat
the twp States on different lines. It was a breach of the treaty. If the Free State were not
treated similarly to the Transvaal, let them decide that they would not be satisfied with angthmg
less than full self-government, and that they wanted nothing which the Orange River Colony
could not get. They should make it so uneasy for the man who proposed to treat the Orange
River Colony difterently to the Transvaal that that man could find no rest in the country.
(Applause.) "If they had their proper organisation they could lay all their views before the
Imperial Government. Let them be honest and straightforward with the Government, and say
what they thought was right, and what they thought was wrong. They wanted justice, and
nothing else. .

Gegnerul P. R. Viljoen said they all agreed with what Gereral Botha had said. They wanted
nothing which the Grange River Colm%ry could not get. (Applause.) o

On the motion of General P, B. Viljoen, seconded by Mr. W, F. Pretorius, it was resolved
that nothing but full-government would satisfy the people of the Transvaal,

Mr. P. J. Uys said it was always said, prior to the war, that the Free State was a_model
State, and why should that State now be treated so indifferently? He moved, seconded by
Mr. Buys, that full self-government should be granted simultaneously to the two sister Colonies.

Mr, J. van der Wésthuizen said it seemed they had to get whatever government the British
Government wanted to place over them, and the poor burghers had to be responsible for the
obligations and debts of the State. .

General Botha replied that if they got self-government, it would be preceded by a proper
Constitution, and then they would have a chance of stating their views. The question was,
was the proposed form of Representative Government not going to be established for the purpose
of geting the 30 million war debt passed? (Hear, hear.) ’

Mr. David de Villiers said he thought the time was ripe for self-government. He had many
English friends, he meant veal “ Rooineks,” not bastards, and he felt proud to meet genuine
Englishmen, but he would have nothing to do with foreign capitalists, All genuine English
friends of his had told him that the time for Responsible Government had arrived.

Mr. M. Venter referred to the question of compensation promised in the Vereeniging Treaty,
where, he said, “ Oom Rooinek ™ promised to compensate them. (Laughter.)

General Botha said if no promise of compensation had been made, they would have been
much happier that day. It seemed to him something was very radically wrong with the com-
pensation question, but it would not serve their purpose if they touched on that matter at that
meeting.

Apnvocate EssErLEN.

Advocate Ewald Esselen, who was cheered on mounting the platform, said the work of the
meeting was finished, and what could he say? Some of the burghers had already been chased
into the trees. (Applause.) He referred to those who were watching the proceedings from out
of the branches of the trees around them. He pointed out that the status of the People’s Union,
aimed at co-operation between all white men who had come to live permanently in the country.
They had the welfare of the whole of South Africa at heart. They wanted 1o bastard form
of Government. Since the declaration of peace, their people had had no representation in the
so-called Legislative Council. They were not going to take over any responsibility until a
clean sheet was placed before them-—(applause)-—and trustworthy men were placed at the head
of the Government. Then they could work hand in hand with the white men of all nationalities,
Let them go home and study the status of the Union and not allow themselves to be treated like
white Kaffirs, et them get a clean sheet from-as one of the previous speakers had said—
* Oom Rooinek,” and then they would eo-operate to make South Africa a prosperous white man's
country. '

Greneral Viljoen asked whether there were any people still in exile in consequence of the war.

., General Botha replied that there were only two, but he also held that everything connected
with the late war should be matters of the past and should be forgotten. Of course there were
a few who refused to sign and required the declaration, but that was their own fault. ‘
" ﬁ&ftl?r some references by burghers to the ex-Boer police and the recognition of Republican

uebacks,

General Botha stated that on the occasion of the late President Eruger's funeral at Pretoria,
delegates from the Cape and the Urange River Colony met the Heag Committee and it was
decided to call for subseriptions to make a presentation to their great friend, ex-President Steyn,
whose financial eircumstances were not of the best. The idea was to make a presentation which
would enable Mr. Steyn to live in peace without working for the rest of his life. (Hear, hear.)

On the motion of General Viﬂ'oen, a_vote of confidence in the Head Committee and a vote
of thanks to General Botha and Advocate Esselen was passed.

In conclusion, General Botha sau they had nothing but the welfare of the people at heart.
(Applause.) It was their earnest endeavour to make the peaple and the country prosperous
and happy. (Applause.) Tf the people wished to elect another Head Committee, the present
eommittee was prepared to step out. (Voices: “Na, no.”) But, as long as they remained i
office, they would do their best and sacrifice their life and soul for the benefit of the people.
(Applause.) e exhorted them to do away with all divisions in their ranks, and to work
harmoniously as Christians, He hoped they would soon have. their own newspaper, without
any capitalistic influence—(applause)—and that the burghers would only support newspapers.
which had the actual We]fgrg of the country at heart, i

In rc?]}' to Gieneral Viljoen, General Botha said there was not a word of truth in © Land
en Volk’s” statement as to a quarrel having arisen between Mr. A, D, Wolmarans and the
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Head Committee. He assured them that no seven men ever worked more harmoniously than the
members of the Head Committes.

Three cheers for General Botha concluded the proceedings.

Advocate, Ewald Esselen and General J. C. Smuts have been deputed by the Head Committee
of the People’s Union to meet ex-President Steyn on his arrival at the Cape on the 16th instaut.

(6.
“ Raxp Damny Maw,” February 3rd, 1905,
Tne ResponsinLes.
Meprmvg AT BRAAMPONTEIN.

Under the mgis of the Responsible Government Association, a meeting was held in the
Spes Bona School, Brasmiontein, last night. There were about 130 people present.

_ Mr. W, Palmer presided over the meeting, and amongst those present were: Messrs, A. S,
Raitt, M.L.C., R. Shanks, C. H. Short, P. 8. Shepherd, D. Dalgety, M, Nathan, and ¥. W. Bell.

Mr. C. H. Short was voted to the chair, but declined the office on the ground that, us he
was a member of the Executive of the Responsible Government Association, it would be better
if some other resident of Braamfontein took the place. He moved that the chair be taken by
Mr. W. Palmer, and this was agreed to.

In opening the meeting, the Chairman said that Mr. Cullinan was to have taken the chair,
but unfortunately was unable to be present. [e believed, he continued, that they had reached
a crisis in the career of the Transvanl—that it was in the hands of the inhabitants of the Trans-
vaal to mould the future of the country ns they would. (Applause.) He was very strong for
Responsible (fovernment, and thought the time had come when they should show that, as a
whole, they had faith in one another—that Byitishers had faith in the Duteh, and that Duteh
had faith in the Britisher. :

In his letter read by the Chairman, Mr. Cullinan said the meeting had his entire sympathy.

.

M=z, ManFreD NATHAN,

Advocate Manfred Nathan was the first speaker. He contended that the Responsible Govern-
ment movement had made great strides, and that it was essentially a popular movement. It
must not be forgotten they had ranged against them the whole of the daily Press of Johannesburg,
but, in spite of this, they had made headway, and could now claim that they numbered in their
ranks the largest proportion of the white population of the Transvaal. (Applause.) The news-
papers unfortunately supported the party which was insignificant in numbers, and which, be
thought, would prove insignificant in influence and in the work which it was going to carry
out. He referred to the Representative party which advocated principles that, i his opinion,
would not appeal to any citizen which kept his eyes open, and intelligently studied the progress
of affairs. This party claimed, in the first place, a monopoly of loyalty, but they had no right
to do so. He would also urge that they would not have Responsible Government unless the
people were loyal to the Crown of England, (A voice: “You are not satisfied about thet.”)
Well he was satisfied that they would attain this when they attained their legitimate desires.

T KROUGERSDORP MEETING.

Certain utterances made by the Boers at Krugersdorp had caused disquiet to some of the
Responsible Government party. But the remarks only showed that there might be a few
malcontents among the Boers, They of the Responsible Government party strongly deprecated
these sentiments, but at the same time they held the Boer leaders to the assurances given at
Pretoria that they would adhere to » determination to work quietly for the future welfare
of the country. They must at least give the Boer party credit for good intentions, and believe
that it would to the best of its endeavours, carry out what it had promised. They must give
the Boers a fair hearing, and a chance to carry their intentions into effect. Then who were the
Representative Party? Largely it consisted of gentlemen who had fought before the war for
Responsible Government, but who were now ranged against the principles for which they had
then contended. The remaining members of the party were new-comers who knew practically
nothing of the country, and whose opinions might be set aside. Two main objections were urged
by this party agninst Responsible Government, and the first was distrust of the Boer. It was
urged that the Responsible Government party must be condemned beeguse it was associated
with the Boer party; but, as a matter of fact, Rtes onsible Government was as strongly advoeated
by the British as {)y the Boers—by Britishers who believed that without a full and free grant
ng Responsible Government permanent prospenty could not be attained in the country.

Frr rorn RESPONSIBILITY.

it was said that the country was not ripe for Responsible Government—
that It%é?ed?flcotilo% p;}g::és;t ;gzn fit for it. 'I‘h_ei; wire, however, considered fit before the war,
and why were they not equally fit now, especially after the weeding out effected by the permit
aysten? 1t had not been proved in any British Colony that the esperiment had been a fanlxre(i
except in Jamaica, and here the failure was due to the privilege being given to tlhe negrgc;s.t 4 n
surely if the negroes wero considered fit before 1865, they in the Transvaal were o-day.



%

Referring next to the tactics of the Ropresentative Party, he quoted the following from the
* Rand Daily Mail ¥ : — P , ,
“«The following private cable was received in Johannesburg yesterday: ‘Fears are

entertained for-the safety of (and?) political stability Transvaal. The cable
messages -to which we referred yesterday were gplmost in the same tenour, and

they were received by different persons.”

It was implied there that grave unrest and dissatisfaction existed in this place as to the
future granting of Responsible Government, and the “ Daily Mail,” one of the organs of the
Representative Party, espluined that the messages could not emanate from one source. He,
however, held a different opinion, and, further, that the methods of the Representative Party,
in addition to this, were not such as to conduce to unity in the country.

APPEAL T0 REPRESENTATIVES,

He appealed to the Representative Party to join them and to work han_nonious}iy with them.
(Hear, hear.) Tt was only in that way that the mistakes of past administration could be rectified.
Having referred to some of these mistakes, he said the newspapers had always drawn attention
to scandals and iniquities perpetrated by certain members of the Administration. They hkad
written indignant leaders, and yet they were now ranged on the other side. It was necessary
for the two British parties to fall into line, and to give the Dutch eredit for their expressed
intentions to work harmeniously and loyally for the future of the country. aving
had experience of the administration of unsympathetic officials, they had reached the conclusion
that unless the people secured the rights possessed in other British Colonies they would not
attain to that prosperity which they expected. It had been said that if they had Responsible
Government foreign sympathy would be alienated and that capital would be driven out. To
that be replied that the country would never prosper unless the people here had confidence
in the Administration—a confidence not at present possessed. (Applause.)

Mn. F. W. Berr.

Mr. F. W. Bell said he was before them because they had reached in this country a most
important stage of their political existence. There had been a great deal of chaff lately, some
of it good natured and some, perhaps, not good natured, about budding politicians. There
was one thing he claimed and tﬁat was that everyone who felt that this country had reached a
eritieal stage had a perfect right to come forward and express his opinjons. For that reason
he was before them. If there was one thing more thai another that appealed to a Britisher
it was fairplay. During the last few days in Johannesburg, he was sorry to say, they had exhibi-
tions on the part of the Press of lzgr that was not fair. (Hear, hear.) The speaker then went
on to guote the remarks of Generaﬁ otha at Pretoria in regard to the co-operation of the Dutch
with the English people for the general benefit of the country, There was, Mr. Bell continued,
& deep obligation on the English geOple to trust the Boers, When the Boers were made to take
the Oath of Allegiance the British laid on themselves an obligation to accept the assurances of
the Dutch and to trust them. Mr. Nathan had fouched on the point that had been in their
minds prominently lately, and that was that the party advocating Ii%esponsible Government had
been accused by the other side of being pro-Boer. He was sorry to say that there emanated
from the other side a spirit which, he thought, could really be said to have brought this jssue
to a racial basis, a thing most greatly to be deprecated. His Party did not try, and did not.
want, to bring about a majority on their side.

Pavve ror Mistares.

They were fighting for a principle and a privilege of making the mistakes which in any case
they had to pay for. They bad had numerous instances lately of mistakes which, he thought,
would not have occurred had the people been managing their own affairs. (A voice: The bonus.
to Girouard.) He did not want to introduce personalities. Mr, Chamberlain before the war said,
on the eve of the departure for England of the then Sir Alfred Milner, that the common interests.
of the two races were immeasureably greater than any differences which unfortunately existed.
No one who wished to be fair could deny the truth of that. The interests of the Dutch and
the other population in this State, in fact the interests of all South Africans, were identical
If such could be eaid before the war, what must be said now when the Dutch were British
subjects? The best thing that could be done was for them to accept the assurances put forward
I]]Zy the Boer party, General Botha had most plainly said that he was willing to work with the

oglish for the general welfare. Therefore he would be proving the words of Mr, Chamberlain
that the interests of the two races were identical. He &r. Bell) thought they should all do-
their utmost to pull together for the good of the country, and make the country a prosperous
and contented one, for, after all, as this country was the home of the Dutch it was 8 gecurity
for their good behaviour; and, on the other hand, many of those who were exploiting this.

country for the purpose of living out of it t to b
maligned Boer. i g out of it were not to be trusted half as much as the much-

Mz. P. G. SeepHERD.

Mr. P.G. Sheph?rd maintained that the people of the country asked for Be i
. - O . 1] s ' -
ment, and it was the big x{unmg houses who were demanding I{epresentative &gggiﬁtg({fejﬁd
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they had seen the doings of-that party iu the affairs of Johannesburg previ T

: 1y at a g previously, They had only
gy lt}nl\ bacth_okmumcmul pol}tw;s. What they saw to-day was morepm' less u)n evolution of thi‘!
1;):1 erence Ticket, and the Conference Ticket was un instrument devised by the capitalists to
obtam control of the municipal politics, Now they saw the Progressive party as un instrument
to get control of the legislative machinery of this country. They were extremely powerful.
They controlled the Press of Johannesburg, and not only that—they had various channels of
sending through misleading information to the great papers in England. The only argument
advanced by the Representative party was that the people here were not yet fit to exercise the
right of vote, That argument, boiled down, was simply distrust of the Boer. That argument
was the same they saw used i:y the Tsar. The Tsar said his peasants were not yet fit for
Responsible Government. If the Transvaal did not hurry, he was afraid that Russia would
get Responsible Governmel}t before them. (Laughter.) Going on to speak of the thirty million
loan, he denied the assertions that had been made that that loan had been discussed by the
people of the country. That loan should never have been sanctioned until such time as the
representatives of the people, the accredited representatives, were able to meet. :

Rev. C. A. Layr,

The Rev. C. A. Lane also spoke at some length on the statements of mistrust of the Dutch,
remarking that it was the privilege of every honest man to believe other men honest until he
had found them out rogues. (Laughter.) In Braamfontein the Dutch and English had lived
together without difficulty, and had worked together without pulling each other by the throat,
and 1t seemed to him that the knowledge that had been gaineg by the English in fivin peace-
fully, comfortably and happily with the Dutch in the neighbourhood was a knowleg

ge that
should enable them to trust the Duteh a little farther. (Applause.)

Mz. C. H, Spont.

Mr, C. H. Short said he did the eredit to their intelligence that every man had made up
his mind already precisely what form of government he wanted, and no words from the platform
would swerve them from their convictions. He would, however, ask them, if they fuvoured
Responsible Government, to form a small Jocal commitiee to promate the interests of tge party.

There were no other speakers on the programme, and questions were thereupon invited.

A member of the audience asked itP the Transvaal was granted Qesponsible Government,
who was going to pay for it?

The Chairman said the people would be willing to pay for it, because they had to pay for it
whether they got it or not.

Mr. Tiddy then spoke at some length in regard to Canada, contending that the Higher
House there was, to all intents and purposes, a nominated body. .

i‘;[r. Nathan said the Senate were nominated by the Ministry, who were responsible to the

gople.
d pAnswering a question if there were any resolutions to be put forward, the Chairman said
there were none, adding that the meetinﬁ had been called for the purpose of the party’s views
being expressed, and it was left to the intelligence of the people what course they should follow.

Mr. Shanks also spoke, and carried on something of an argument with Mr. Tiddy,

Mr. Smitt, speaking in Dutch, said full Responsible Government had been promised them,
and now they were offereq, so to speak, a crippled wagon with three wheels only. ] )

A resolution was then moved from the audience to the effect that the granting of immediate
Responsible Government was essential to the political stability and progress of the country.

This was seconded, and on being put to the meeting, was carried with six votes against.

(1)
“ Grar,” February 4ih, 1905.
“ Her VoLg.”
JomanNESBURG BRanoH EsTanrisurp,
Mzering To-pay.

i oll attended meeting of the supporters of the movement recently inaugurated to
formAa f‘?llgleb;p‘ire’s Union” was held at the Grand Naﬁwna%}ﬂot(ﬁl this morning, for the purpose
idering the advisability of creating a Johannesburg branch. ] .
of co(lzl‘rzl:;lg;].ngl;Iuller presided,y and amongst those present were noticed Messrs. B. De V. de Wit-
Hamer, Ferdinand Rooth, H. R. van Blommestein, D. J. Schuurman, H. J. Kock, Paul Dietzch,
M Adt;lfs F. . Mungik, Q. J. J. van Wijk, Paul Hartogh, A. A. Dlp_ erinck, H. J. Hofmeyr,
W. H. Poultney, J. Treu, L, 0. Oliviere, J. De Mebillon, 7. M. van Wijk, and A. Spaau, Ernest
epD: cobz, J. A. Burger, and A. Smorenburg. _ )
Shepﬁutll'le?[ c‘ngtgg?bqt’; {s‘u‘; sugégsted that the meeting should be held with closed doors, seeing
that it was only u, private meeting. Several gentlemen oppesed, however, and it was decided
i QDI iv the Press.
v adx};:;; %lﬁaliggﬁieﬁzgt‘ii;g(fl timt they had nothing whatever to conceal. They were merelﬁ'
et to form an organisation to further the welfare of their conntry. Branches had been forme

M
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{o their domestic regulations. At 8 later date
sburg to explain the objects of the

In other districts, and it was for them to formula

the members of the Head Committee would be in Johanne :
formation of the Union.

Union. It was now for them to decide upon the ] .
Mr, De Meillon addressed the meetiupg in reference to the necessity of being carefu}] _mlJlt ﬁo
make a false step to the poverty of the country, and was about to read a dooument which he
held in his hand, when . liti
The Chairman requested him not to do so, as they had n’?t. come there to discuss polities,
but to consider the question of forming a branch of “ Het Volk” in J olmnnesburg. dor b th
Mr. De Meillon continued to quote from his paper, but, on being ruled out of order by the
(‘hairman, said he would leave the meeting, and did so. .
g of the Ilead Commitiee was

Mr. De Witt-Ilamer informed the assembly that a meeting of 1l y _
held in Pretoria on Saturduy week, when delegates were appointed to visit the Rand in connection

witl the movement, ) . .

Mr, Dicperinck pointed out that the llead Committee intended coming to J ohannesburg,
and that it wns desirable to diseuss the matter of the division of the town into separate distriets
in the meantime. He hoped the people in Johannesburg would not be in too much of a hurry;

arrangements would be made as soon as possible.

A discussion followed, after which ) ,
Mr. De Witt-Hamer proposed, and Mr. Munnik seconded, a resolution to the effect that

“this meeting, desiring to establish a branch of !Het Volk’ in Johannesburg, decides that
the town of Johannesburg, as defined by the Municipality of Johannesburg. be ‘leldEd (for ‘thli,i
purpose) into six wards, which shall be known as ‘ Johanpesburg Central,” ‘Braamfontein,
‘ Langlaagte,’ * Vrededorp, * Fordsburg,’ ‘ Doornfontein and Jeppe,’ and the nearest attached

townships.”

This was unanimously agreed to. ) . .
The following resolution, proposed by Mr. De Witt-Hamer, was carried unanimously : —

That the following persons be appointed, with power to udd to their number, to arrange
in their respective wards for the formation of branches of the organisation, “ Het
Volk " :-~Johannesburg Central: J. H. Munnik, F. Rooth, General Muller.
DBroamfontein: D. J. Schuurman, A. Smorenberg, P. Blignaut. Langlaagte: J.
C. Reinecke, Commandant Stofherg, J. Malan. Veredorp: S. A, Smit, G. van der
Merwe, G. van Biljou. Fordsburg: H. Kock, A. Boshoff, J. F. Cellie. Doorn-
fontein and Jeppestown: B. G. Verselewel de Witt-Hamer, H. de Jager, and

Wapenaar. .

MerTING AT VOLESRUST.
Tre Usvar ResoLuTioxs.

Volkerust, Saturady (Speciul)—At the Boer meeting to-day, presided over by Gener
Bothx, iherle t‘yas a large at&endance, aver 500 being present. »E ¥ Genernl
resolution was passed to form a local branch of the People's 1Tni i
of seven members each were elected for wards Nos, 1 and 3. d o and two committees
. A s;c}:gl&d resolution opposed any change in the Government till full Responsible Government
s granted.
meetﬁfgem Botha spoke for an honr and a half, and received an ovation at the cluse of the
He will leave for Amerstoot to-morrow, where g committee for No. 2 ward will be elec
A vote of confidence in he Head Commitiee was earried by accllauﬂu:tizlf 4wl b clecte
Special reference was made to collecting funds for ex-Presdont Steyn and 1o a Duteh paper,

8)
1] L 1 -
EADER,” February 4th, 1905,
AvTonowy.
ms oF THE Dutcn.
ProcErDINGS AT STANDERTON.
SPEECH BY GENERAL Borma,
(From Our Own Reporter,)

Standerton is alive with politics to<ay, on the oceasion of iheﬁi{i:ﬁe(ﬁo'&ef:;gla&i}ﬁligahznd

Mr. Ewald Eseelen, who ar - .
Pesplos Caione Wwho are touring the country with the object of forming branches of ** The

Apart from the Duteh section of the ; . :
the people here to participate in the proceg:l)ﬁ;?;.]mty’ however, there is no anxiety on the part of
numge}ﬁ aoeﬂgt the:ngfilhves are as keen as ever on politics,
e en to the addresses of theiy leaders, to who

There were very few Englishmen amon .

i h amongst the audienee oo .
speeches contributed anything to the political ""“tfﬂ"el’:i}l'f.n(if‘il:l;g&.lﬂ‘k:, ;l;l l:;tultx,uﬁs;sﬁzticidmt:]e:}(‘icng;e
' - s ]

and they _mustered in substaniial
m they still tenuciously cling for
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betrayed no anxiety to enter into practical polities, but confined themselves to dreary platitud

with allegations against the British Government of having broken the spirit afqrhee‘ t¥c£t; sig(xgl‘
at the Vereeniging Conference, Rights and privileges similar to those granted to the L'ransvaal
were, as usual, claimed for the Orange River Colony. The attitude of the assembly clearly
showed that they were willing to trust their leaders to lead them to Responsible Government,
which they confidently anticipate will be the panacea for all their real or Imaginary grievances.

After the meeting a number of Englishmen who had attended in anticipati i
lis pation of hearin
the speeches translated, as had Jbeen originally arranged, expressed their indignation at th%
proceedings being conducted entirely in ]%utch.

General Botha presided, and among those present were: Mr. Twald Tsselen, Geueral
Conrad Brgtz, Commandants Hendrik, Jansen, Van Buuren, Jan Cronje, Piet Botha, and
Alberts; Field-cornets Suyman, Iluns Joseph, Van Vuuren, Strydom, Roolf, Van Vuuren,
Geo. Emsley, Schwartz, Van Rensburg, H. Naagel, A. Delange, aud Licutenant Bosman.

OveniNg oF Mrprixe,

General Botha opened the meeiing and explained the objects of the organmisation. They
meant, he said, to form an association in which all white people in the Transvaal might be
mcl_uded. They were there as Africanders, and they sought to form onme mation in South
Africa, working together in unity. The leaders of the Boer people had delayed organising the
people until it was made known that a new Government was to be granted to the Transvaal;
but wihen oliticians started orgunising in Johannesburg, the head committee of Het Volk decided
to bring the association before the people of the country. He hoped the organisaiion would be
ag well received at Standerton as it had been in other parts of the country. The statutes of the
association were then read by Mr., 8. P. De Villiers, secretary, and General Botha then asked
the meeting to appoint committees of seven for each ward.

The Chairman explained that it would be necessary to appoint a_provisional committee of
seven members for the Standerton wards. The wards weuld unite and work together, and then
one committee wonld be formed for the whole district. The chief committee would then consist
of representatives from each district, so that there would be no misunderstanding. The statutes
were to be discussed that day, but they could be amended later on. The great object that day
was for them to unite in organisation, They desired to do justice to all the nation and guard
against oppression.

The resolution to form a branch of the association in Standerlon was then submitted and
carried unanimously; and the Chairman went on to explain that as Waterval wos so luige the

head committee had thought it desirable to form Standerton into one district of four wards, for

which provisiopal commitices of seven members each would have to be elected.

Committees were then appointed as under:—

Ward Blesboksoruit: Messrs. Geo, Emsley, H. J. Van Yuuren, J. Meyer, De Lunge,
J. Englebrecht, J. P. Celliers, and C. Muller.

Ward Klip River: Messrs. C. J. Brits, H. Schwartz, P. Botha, Bosman, A. Delange, and

Duprees. :
Ward Waterval: Messrs. Alberts, Wessels, Janse, Klaessen, Bosman, W, 8teyn, and Dreyer.

Ward Standerton: Messrs. H. Kieser, II. P. Deirless, J. J. Dosman, W. Boshoff (jun.),
A. Wade, Dr. Moll, and 1. G. Masch.

Geverar BoTHA's ADDRESS.

The Chsirman congratulated the audience upon having joined the organisation, and said
he hggﬁl ‘rh:;- would :-.l% work together for the good of the country. Their people did not read
the newspapers much, but he hoped the news of what was going on would he taken from farm
to farm. 1t remained now with the local committees to work for the good of the nution. They
wanted a better Government than they had at present, They wanied Responsible Government--
a Grovernment which would be constituted of the people out of their own country, and a Govern-
ment whom they could put their trust in. At present they were not what they might be.
They had taken the onth accepting British authority, but yet they could get no Goversment,
and they had to wait for a better day, They had a Government which they did not wan]t.
! ir loyalty earned the right to speak and the right to be taken into the full

They had by thei | il G
: British Government. He was extremely sorry that the Imperial Government
:?1? ﬁr(}ll?:ul:l‘::m(f glﬁes l:;lwl:v desired to keep them under their thumb. All the people wanted was

o : he hoped they would get it by making known their demands to the
ﬁﬁgﬁuggﬁt.rlgllﬁellnﬁ'ere S}:)II?(SAW}IO did not want Responsible Government, but he was glad to
qav they were fow so far as the Dutch were concerned, (Applause.) They did not press for ]u
'h) ‘)but if a change was granted it ought to be an wll-round one that would bring the penple
of %ﬂﬁountrs’ together. For three years now they hadl had peace, and there had been no chunge.

Must 35 o UHANGE.
and stané/ for

T nd therefore they had to be true to the country an

i lh'ell?tmmiL bgoﬁnggtui]olﬁe;v?th that there u-us%r another question. It was said there must be

th:fli; lg if{ tbenGm'ernmenf of the Transvaal, That ought also fto apply to (tihle)]r g;sit}frcgloolg?é\;

! f T oA ,
'ii‘he Tr%nsvual 4id not make peace alone,  The Vereeniging Treaty was signed by  Colen

/ -
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and any right given to the Transvaal must also be conceded to the Orange River Colony. Some
time agro t%ey ad read in the papers that the Free Staters were rebels, but nop rebels had ye{ils
been caught in the Free State. Why should they bave less than the Transvaal? With re%ar
to the Brandfort Congress he asked what the people there had done. Some people went { t;re
and only spoke of their own interests, and not those of the country. They spoke about procla-
mations in black and white, and about promises which they had received, but which never were
fulfilled. (Laughter.) It was the Duty of the Dutch in the Transvaal to stend by the Orange
River Colony, and insist that it should receive the same rights as the Tgansvaul. It the Imperial
Government trusted them, they would take the responsibility upon their shoulders and regard it
as an honour. They were British subjects, and should have freedom, but they did not want
freedom by which they were always under the thumb. If they had Responsible Government,
they would have a chance to improve the country and put it in a position that would be for
the good of the whole of South Africa. That was the only form of government they could work
with, and they would work with no other. (Loud applause.)

Mr. SrEYN.

Mr. Steyn said the country could not continue under the same Government as they had now.
Under the present Government they had no freedom, and could not do what they wanted for the
improvement of the country. They could not possibly work hand in hand with the present
Government. When they got Responsible Government—a Government appoinied by the people,
and not o Government sent to them by men they did not know—they then could work together.
He moved that the same Government should be granted to the Orange River Celony as to the
Transvaal. If the Orange River Colony could not get this, the Transvaal wanted nothing.

Companpaxt Marax,

Commandant Malan said they had been promised a change of government, and they required
it. Tt scemed to be a question as to which was the strongest party in the country, the Dutch or
the British. Under the present system of government the country was in a bad way, and
unless things improved the white men would be unable 1o live in the country much longer,
The white races were to~Jay divided, the same as they were in the Cape Colony, and he would
advise them to draw nearer together and work in complete harmony for the prosperity of the
country. He thought this ideal would be best attained {:3' a change to Responsible Government.

On the motion of Mr. Steyn, seconded by Mr. 8. de Villiers, a resolution was carried to the
ﬁfeﬂ th]at no form of government other than Responsible Government would be acceptable to

e people.

A further resolution was carried, advocating equal rights and privileges for the Orange River

Colony as those granted {0 the Transvaal,

Me. Esseex's Views.

Mr. Ewald Escelen, in a brief address, said he had desired to wait a while longer before
entering into politics, but as the country appeared to be degenerating and the people were having
a bad time, e thought they had better press for Self-Government. After the Vereeniging
Conference he thought blockhouses and barbed wire fences would become things of the past, but
now they were being caught by politics. As things were, the Boers were well justified in refusing
to participate in the Government. Although they were British subjects there were two parties
in the country to-day—DBritish and Dutch. ~ The country to-day was unlucky, and always would
be until full Responsible Government was granted. '

General Botha then announced, amid enthusiasm and cheering, that ex-President Steyn
was now on the water returning to South Afviea. Now that they had formed an association,
he hoped they would all work together for the purpose of subscrihing {0 the testimonial to he
offered fo their old friend. The Mead Committee had arranged that Advocate Esselen and
General Smuts should meet ex-President Steyn on his arrival at Cape Town. He also wished
to bring to their uotice the fuct that they probably would soon have a newspaper of their own-—
a newspaper owned, not by a syndicate or company, but by the people. e oped every member
of the assembly would take up shares in the venture and make it successful, because the Hoad
(nmn;nteg wafnted ége Dutch population to have a newspaper they could trust.

A vote of confidence in the association was propos ; Mr. uur
semnlded l,’y exiC&nmman Sant Alberts ) proposed by Mr. Johannes van Vuuren, and
n acknowledging the ovation which followed, General Botha said the Head Committe
no other ambition than to bring the people together, and their attendance in such n\fmlﬁ(:lf

showed him that they had faith in the cause which had brought them together

A meeting of the Ward Committees was afterwards held in private,

Corovren PropLe’s Stann.
Mzerive Lasr Nicur.

A meeting of coloured people 1o discuss the proposed new Constitution of
etLng ¢ - the Transvaal
was held in the Independent Churell Sehoolroom, ]£u' ersidorp, last night 0y

presided over a fairly large attendance, ¥ P mght; when Mr. J. Tanuary

- The Chairnan said that as British subjects {hey should take their fair share 3 i

activity. Different partics had entered the field, and many suggestiunt ha!:]algé;: tt]}ll(;r};:ﬂltéml,]
The eolanred people, as subjects of the King, were guing to voice their opinions as to fliu;
Transiaal Constitution.  The precent situation was very critical, and they expected the British

! -
\
\
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throne to give them protection. (Hear hear.) They had ' i
. ,. hear, y had not got much protection during the
};LE& three orhfnur years, but they would agitate until they did get it. (Kpplause.) Thegtimc
ad ﬁonll]e dw en they must dq something, The future for the Transvaal appeared to be dark,
and he had not yet seen the silver lining. The British Constitution made no difference between
Iﬁ]a::{l I?nid man, and they should agitate for this. The children would always remember that they
ad helped the British Government to conquer the land, The coloured people demanded from
the British Government their just and due rights. (Hear, hear.) The speaker trusted that

ustice would be meted out. He had the full i ' Tov '
iord Miner. (Appianec) ullest confidence in the present Government and in

TeE RESOLUTION.

Mr. Du Plessis proposed the following resolution : —

That it seems possible that Self-Government will be granted to the Transvaal in the near
future. We, the coloured community of the Transvaal Colony, do hereby wish to propose to
T : . , Jony ¥ prop
His Majesty’s Government that in framing the new Constitution for the Transvaa] the just rights
of the coloured subjects of His Majesty will not be forgotten or tampered with. Uunless provision
is_made to that effect we are sure that a great injustice will be meted out to His Majesty's
coloured subjects.” '

It was, the speaker continued, regrettable that the time should ever have arrived when they
had to bring forward such a resolution. Ii thev had been told years ago that their position
would have been so precarious, they would ulsn have liked to add a few chapters to the history
of the South African War. As it was, the services rendered by the coloured people were ouly
mentioned here and there. (“ Shame.”) He referred to the Progressive Assoriation, saying
that that body seemed to know more of what was happening behind the scenes than the coloured
people. They said that white people only should be granted the frunchise. 'What did this mean
for the coloured people and their children? ‘I'he terms of the Vereeniging Conference were
nothing to be glad about, The repatriation provisions alone stood as an example. (Laughter.)
At the Conference the interests of the coloured people had been sacrificed. (Applanse.) They
all knew what the feelings of the people of the Transvaal were against coloured people. e
suggested that a petition should be sent to the Home Government. (Applause.) They had no
confidence in the rulers of South Africa because of the strong prejudice which existed against
coloured people, and for which there were no prounds whatever. They had not deserved this
treatment, as they had been loval' te Britain. But they did not wish to boast of their loyalty.
They had not been loyal for ulterior motives, Nince the days when their forefathers had been
liberated from slavery they had never shown that they were not anvious to progress. When the
arrangements were being made for a representative Town Council, Lord Milner had been the
only man to say a word in favour of the coloured people. He pointed out that the coloured 8eople
were being whipped, and were mot in » position to defend themselves. In the Cape Colony
they had privileges which they had never abused. He advocated cohesion among all men who
had coloured blood in their veins. They should make themselves a separate body, At the same
time they did not wish to threaten. If their requests were refused, they would not bury their
heads in the sand like an ostrich. (Loud applause.)

Tur Orp Axp New,

Mr. P. J. Daniells was the next speaker. He said that there was very little to choose
beiween the old form of government in the Transvaal and the present. Since the British had
taken over the country they had formed organisations and associations for the purpose of
depressing the coloured people. They had never been given a chance. He could count the
friends of their community on one hand. ‘The British people thought they were a class easily
pleased. But the coloured people had faith in the Imperial Government, and it was time for
them to protest against their being excluded from the franchise. They all knew what the
franchise meant to them. The Progressives wished to rob them of their birthright, but they
would never allow it. (Applause.) The coloured people respected the white men, who were
the proper persons to rule the country, but they shou d rule with justice and fair play.“ Th?
spealter suggested that a deputation should be sent to the Home Government, (A voice: Fl‘ll
rights or nothing.”) He condemned the immorality law, pointing out that while a coloured man
was punished if he had intercourse with a white woman, a white man could ruin coloured womer
and go free. (" Shame.”) It had even been suggested that a coloured man should be lmnr ‘ed
for tampering with a white woman, but there was no protection for coloured women. hg
coloured must protect their sisters, wives and daughters, It was a disgrace for ﬁl})il cfou{:tdn
to have such g law as that immorality law. He also denounced the property laws, which forbade

the coloured people to purchase property in certain localities,

CouncrtLor’s REMArKS RESENTED.

i ' d to & remark which had been made by a Town Coung’illor, Mr. Reid,
In conclusion, hiésﬁr;ﬁiseot?zégn to the dignity of a good dog. (“Shame.”) Could they

who said he would 6 opulr
; i ed that they should approach the Home Government—(applause)
.’ﬁf’:ﬁt ?Eegelgg:s:g:ti;sk}:[’:il;trgthey shnuldyhe governed by the Crown and not by a %olonml

Government. He seconded the rexmlutiun.i ed(.&pplauisa.)
¥ i imously carried. _ ' i
}th‘evar: s:llal:)ut(l)gci‘«‘lrgﬁ tl(:l illalttwe it fgrwarded, through Lord Milner, to the home Secretary.

[
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«Y,zapEn,” February 4th, 1905.
STANDERTON PROGRESSIVES.

spondent. :
(From Our Own Correspondent.) Standerton, Friday.

A genera] meeting of the Standerton branch of the Transvaal Progressives was held at the

Standerton Hotel oo Wednesday. o . )
The following question was brought up for discussion: “ Shall corporations, companies, &e.,

av i : ary elections? ” ) _ .
lm\eﬁ;r{%‘ ]ﬁ.gﬁ:\]&nﬁ;‘f w]Zo was in the chair, after explaining the question before the meeting,
said he id not think it logical that corporations should have a vurk'. _ He was afraid tl}at large
concerns were only trying to get in to suit their own purposes. This matter being urgent, he
pressed the public to bring their views before the proper Feoplg. ) —_—

Mr, Letty said he did not think there was need for discussion, as it simply opposed the
principle of ene man one vote, i . ) ) ]

All present agreed with this, and the following proposition was unammously passed:-—
“That the Standerton branch of the Progressive Association stromgly protests against the
principle of corporations and companies having a vote, and requests that the views of the
Executive Committee of the Johannesburg branch be asked for at an early date. _

After further discussion re rules, &c., the meeting decided that every alfernate meeting
of the branch should be held on Saturday afternoons, so us to give the farmers a chance of coming
in.

The attendance at this meeting was very fair.

(10.)

“ 8rar,” Febroary 4th, 1905,
PorrTics AT KLERKSDORP.
Prosressive Assocrirtoy -Braxen Formep
Crrrrersyt oF “ Her Vor”

Klerksdorp, Saturday (Special).—Last night a meeting wus held in the Palace Hotel to form
a branch of the Transvaal Progressive Association. There wag a good attendance, and the utmost
unaniwity prevailed. AMr. H. M. Guest was voted to the chair, )

In opeuning the proceedings, the Chairman touched upon the need for such an organisation.
He had been twice approached in regard to forming a branch, but had not encouraged the idea
beeause it would mean probably the division of the townspeople on racial lines. The gauntlet
had, however, been thrown down by the Boers in their “ Het Volk” policy, and the time was
now approaching to separate inio respective camps, each man going where his interests were,
and each doing the best he could for himself.

Mr. R. Orpen then fully explained the aims, objects, and methods of the Progressive Asso-
ciation, taking each plank of the platform in turn. In the course of his speech, he referred
to the Rerionible Government Party as earnest and patriotic men, but erticised the recent
speech of their president. He also referred to the policy of *“ Het Volk,” and said, in regard
to the agitation of the Boer leaders, that it was not genuine or sincere. This agitation was
purely a party move to try to obtain a party advantage. They desired to delay the framing of
the Constitution till the Liberals came into power in England, in the hope of being able to
make better terms from their point of view. Moreover, what the Boer generals were crying
out for was not Responsible Government * per se)’ but that fungoid adjunct, the well-known
* Cape marionette system.” By this system they would be able to convert a minority into a
majority in this way. If there were a house of 30 members, fourteen of whow belonged to the
“ Het Volk " Party, they could, with the six portfolios in their gift, persuade six members from
the tail-end of the other party to accept office under their terms, and thus give themselves a
majority of 12 on a division. This nomination of the Ministry by the Crown in Representative
(iovernment, was just the difference between the two Constitutions, as regarded by the Boer
generals. Tt was high tine that all rightwthinking men of every race shoull dissociate them-
selves emphatically from the policy of “ Het Volk ” Party and their allies in this discreditnble
intrigue. It was not a question of want of trust in the Boers. He had the most implicit
trust in the Boers, and their ability to run the Government of this country according to their
own ideas, but he also recognised them to be the most clever nation in the world in politics.
The Boer would be found us able with the vote as with the Muuser, as formidal.le with u portfolio
a8 witlh aﬂ" Longlr Tom.” " ;

r. Orpen then went nto the question of equality of votes and the distributi
the seftlement of the natives and Asiatic questions, according fo Transvaal bviteg-l; Oxf*iiﬁ?:t{f’t’.
(’)utSl’(]e interference, and the support of all measures tending to make and keep this 4 white
TR Chittend ed, and Dr. Runsell .

| ittenden proposed, an T, Hunse 1 e
Prog;fssi}e ﬁss:ciation. brop ' seconded, 1he formation of a branch of the

r. J. A, Neser, Mayor of the town, referred to the manner in which, he sai i
had been convened. Continuing, he hoped they were not goiug to be led ’bh’( tﬁzuil,ozge a??lezlani
it would be bést to study their own interests and hold aloof from Johannes)burg and elsewhere.
Klerksdorp, wkich would be the centre of a rural constituency, would find jtself swanpel by
the country vote, and find itself left. He went fully into the question, and concluded b saying -
that Klerksdorp had always been able to look after its own aifairs, and in this case, ify it were
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necessary to form a political associntion, let them do so on their
! ) ] ation, own platform. Harmony and
gldlt eslz);ﬂfdcf;%nalﬁya:u :)]:" eﬂﬁ; Eﬂas;ltobehl‘j(zgn Ithe townpeople and their gountr{ Boer neighf;m:rs,

o :
%{[r. Soum,mers ufconded. political association be formed that wight.
r. Orpen replied to Mr, Neser, and, in the course of doin 1 i

. : ¢ 4 », 10 the co g so0, referred to the splendid
sﬁlty and symﬁathetm unity of Boer and Briton in the Eastern Transvaal, and saiH their
notelr)an::r:fiou not be material, but political, and said that race-hatred and ill-feeling need

Un the vote being taken, the amepdme jori igi
motion carviod with suthagiam ment was lost by a large wmajority, and the original
t t"A mqtlo]lll embodying the principle of one vote one value was earried, and it was resolved
0 lil[lsmltt e same to the Governor, for transmission to the Secretary of State for the Colonies,

Members were then enrolled and the meeting terminated by appointing Mr. H. M. Guest
provisional chairman, and Mr, Laurie temporary secretary.

]

(1)
“ Srar,” February 6th, 1305.
“Her Voug.”
TrE MEETING AT VOLKESRUST.
GEnERAL BorHA AND THE REceNT CoRRESPONDENCE.
(From Qur Correspondent.)

Volksrust, Saturday.—There was a large gathering of burghers in the Abernethy Hall to-day,
for the purpose of considering the advisability of forming a branch of * Het Volk ¥ in Volksrust.
Punctually at 11 am, Geperal Botha occupied the chair, and was accompanied on the
latform by Messrs, J, Du Preez, Koots, N. J. Woolman, C. H. Kuit, L. P, Malan, C. F. Scheepers,
.'Englebrechs, A. L. Pretorivs, J. D. Opperman, C. J. Rensburg, J. F. Jacobsz, W. Verploegh,
Dr. Van Gelder; J. Joubert, F. Badenhorst and Commandant Greyling. The English portion
of the town was well represented. Dr. Van Gelder was unanimously elected as secretary to the
meeting.

(feneral Botha, in opening ‘the proceedings, extended a hearty welcome to all present,
and briefly explained the origin of the People’s Union. He said that successful meetings had
been held at other towns, which showed that the unity of their people was unprecedented. The
constitution of “ Het Volk” had been decided, and was for their acceptance, without amendment,
The Union was intended for mutual co-operation, and to protect the large interests of the Dutch
in the Transvaal. Certain principles were laid down, so that white people of all nationalities
could work together for the advancement of the country. There was considerable misunder-
standing on political questions, and possibly the Dutch had been purposely misunderstood. It
behoved the people to be calm in their proceedings and in their speeches that day. They must
leave the past, and look to the future, and try and arrange maiters as best they could for the
good of the country. The appointment of committees was for the advancement of agricultural
and other interests, and it would be for the neople’s benefit to join this orgamisation. Their
interests at present were heing ne lected. He referred to the £3,000,000 compensation, which,
he said, haclIJ not yet been pald, although three years had gone by, It was time for them fo
organise themselves and endeavour to improve their lot, )

Dr. Van Gelder then read the statutes of the People’s Union.

Mr. Kuit, sen., proposed :—

That a branch of the Association be formed for the Wakkerstroom Distriet, and that
committees be elected forthwith, for the different wards,

The resolution was carried unanimously, and the following gentlemen were elected as com-

mlttg‘%?;rg No. 1, Volksrust—Messrs, C. Erasmus, W. Verploegh, F. P. Jacobz, F. Badenhorst,

T. le Roux, Louis Erasmus and Joshua Joubert. )

Ward No. 2, Wakkerstroom—Messrs, Isak Greylmg, Gert Rensburg, A. B. Helm, Isak
Labuschagne, J. W. Steenkamp, and D. J. Opperman, an Dr. Brugmann. |

The Chairman, replying to a question from a Natalian, said this organisation was confined
to the Transvaal, but alvaho had taken part in the war would be considered in connection with

rant. ) . ) )

the %gﬁ:ﬁfx{ng. (General Botha congrutulated the meeting on passing ihe resolution, which he
snid would not be regarded with indiiference, but was one that would be felt as long as they and
their children lived. There was great poverty in the land, and the only remedy was to work
together in unity in order that fmendahi;lu( might once more arise between the peoples. It was
not intended that members of “ Het Volk” should be sleeping partners, but that they should
take an active part in the work. A good deal ought to be accomp_hshgd with such a large

X i in Valksrust, - . .
hmmﬁi“ﬁﬁ eﬁallirtsfl \%}Xed to know what was being done with reference to repatriation,

i vernment. . o
compéggzgﬁu,naoﬁacggg iid?f %(l)m Head Committee, he said, was chiefly engaged considering
the change of Government, which was to be given to the Transvaal, At Verceuiging, the l’gupxi;a
arted w%th rights that they had spilt their hleod to maintain, and acknowledged the Brni,xs
ﬁa as the flag of the Transvaal. They were there to-day as British subjects, and because t hle(gi'
we%e organising, it did not mean that they wished to shake off the liabilities which they ha

contracted at the Peace Conference. But the Imperial Government also undertook responsi-
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1 a short time full Responsible Government would be given,
# (jovernment they had to pass through, but the proposed
1. It would not, however, be self-government.
the Peace Proclamation, snd they should be

trusted if » change of government were contemplated. The only way to effect the co-operation of
the two great whgite ragces was to grant Responsible Government. A bastard form of government
had never yet succeeded in the Transvaal, and never would. After three years of peace, the

now found blockhouses and political obstruction placed before them to cause dissensions. It
was not right that one party should have greater privileges than the other. It was said that the
English were afraid of the Dutch, but when the Dutch were armed they were not afraid of
them, and were thev now to pretend that the Boers could not. govern because they were afraid
of them? He thought that the faithful way the Duteh had carried out their obligations since
peace was signed should give confidence to the Government. Was it not in the interests of
the Tmperial Government to take the people of this country into their confidence? Did they
intend to follow such a rotten policy as to never give the people their rights? In Joharnes-
burg an association had been formed, called the Progressive Assvciation, which said that the
country was not ripe for Responsible Government. He could understand the Imperial Govern-
ment refusing Responsible (tovernment and endeavouring to keep the country under their thumb,
but he had never heard a body which ealled itselt Progressive saying that they were not fit for
Responsible Government. He regretted to read in the Johannesburg papers the other day that
a branch of the Progressive Assoctation had been formed in Volksrust, with 100 members. The
action of the Progressives was not fair to the rountry or the people. The Transvaal had brains
enough to hold its swn against any cowndry. 1t was {he principal couniry in South Africa, and
vet they found smaller and less important Colonies had rights which were denied to them.
But théy must have their rights. They demanded a Government of the people, by the people,
and for the people, not a Government simply of Boers, but of the whole of the inhabx_tants, n0
matter of what nationality. He also wished to refer to correspondence between Lord Milner and
Mr. F. J. Fisher, of Volksrust. This letter was tinged with the race question. This he regretted.
because they were advocating a platform on which Boer and Briton were one, This letter of
Mr. Fisher's warned His Excellency against the Boer vote in the district of Wakkerstroom.
They must have one Government, and how was (Government to work? It must consist of men
who had great experience of the country and the genuine confidence of the people. They did
not talk of Boers or English in this Government, for they were one. All petty cauees of
animosity must be abolished for ever, and they must deal with the great questions affecting
the interests of the country. They had misunderstanding eneugh. And this new organisation
of theirs must take up an honest position towards themselves and the Government, The great
questions he alluded to were agriculture, gold, coal and diamond mines, and questions of that
nature. The country could not be governed by either one section or the other, there must be
co-operation between the different interests and industries, and all intereésts must be acknow-
edged. He considered that the Orange River Colony should have the same rights as the
Transvaal. The people of the Orange River Colony had been peaceful and quiet since the war,
so_why should they be excluded from enjoying sumilar privileges to the Transvaal? In his
opinion, because the Britisher said he would be swamped by the Dutch vote. It was no argument
that because the Dutch were in a majority, the people should be deprived of self-government.
Personally he would refuse to co-operate with any Government in the Transvaal unless the
Orange River Colony were granted full Responsible Government, and he hoped the meeting would
only co-operate with a Grovernment elected entirely by the people, and that the sister Colony
must have similar privileges. )

The meeting carried a resolution :—

bilities, and gave an assurance that i
He did not know how many forms of
Constitution would place responsibilities on then
All the old burghers had been peaceful sinee

That no form of Government would satisfy the people except Responsible Government.

Replying to a question, the Chairman said that they did not demand Responsible Govern-
ment, but merely asked that it only should be granted when the time arrived for a change of
Government. ) ‘

. Another question was asked about compensation, and General Botha said that in his opinion
it would have been better for the Government and the people if the matter had never been
mentioned, because it had caused great disappointment. They knew £3,000,000 had been
granted, but they were still waiting for payment. It would have been better for the Government
to have handed this sum to the people and told them to repatriate themselves. The Boer leaders
could not do any more, A Commission was sitting in Pretoria, and as they had waited patiently
80 }iong, he advised them to wait a little longer, He had heard that payment would shortly be
made,

, ksSeveral speakers referred to receipts given by the late Government and payment for blue-

acks. |

The General said the £3,000,000 was intended to cover all the liabiliti -
ment:& ant{l thebbluibacks also, 7 all the Liubilities of the late Govern

nother burgher wanted to kmow if the Government would i
that the Boer Generals had promised them when on commardo, pay them the 5. per diew

%‘Ihe geplylr) was t]iat this calme under tliie same category.

r, Jacobsz spoke strongly against Representative G i g i

only'I?hm%l}tle-shlft pe strong} p overnment, which he characterised as

‘ ¢ Chairman then said he had two points to mention. The first was that he hoved that
the Wakkerstroom people would do all in their power to assist the late President S?gyen W]?O
was returning lo South Africa, and the second that they would give their financial suppart to
the Iﬁw IJ)uttlz) %aper ﬂl:(tl it was (fliitclr)ldoill to ]i“:ft in connection with the organisation.

. Alr. Joubert proposed, seconded by Mr. Badenhout, a vot i -
mittee, which was carrxed,’ all the audience standing ul;,a ote of confidence in the Head Com
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The Chairman, in reply, said the Head Committ ' i
' . ) } ce would always do their best for the people
fwlhtq, be hﬁpeﬂi" would unite for their mutual interest. Their only object was to become g) glﬂaaé
nation, and this would be achieved if they would remain true to their faith and to oue anothes,

Mr. Kuit proposed a vote of thanks to the Chair hi ied wi »
the mecting terminated, having lasto] 5 ﬁou:‘i. hairman, which was carried with cheers, and

(12
“Raxp Darwy Mam,” February 7th, 1905,
Tur Resroxstsres ar HEIDELBERG.

The meeting, which had been called of those interested in the advocacy of Responsible
Government for the Transvaal, was beld in the Grand Hotel, and was a large and representative
one. It had been arranged by several well-known residents in Heidelberg, on whose invitation
Messrs. T. M. C. Nourse, W. T. H. Frost, Fred W. Bell, George A. Hay, R. G. Campbell-Pitt,
and David Dalgety were present from the Transvaal Responsible Government Assoclation.

Mr, H.V. Carpendale, who in the absence of Mr, J. J. Williams through illness wos voted
to the chair, explained the objects of the meeting, and tendered a welcome to the delegates from
Johannesburg, ~After Mr, T. M. C. Nourse had explained what the Association had already
accomplished, the Chairman called on

. Hay, who said they were launching out an a great fight, which he could assure them
was to be a fight to a finish. He thought it unnecessary to go into any lengthy explanation
as to why all through the country to-day ihe %uestion of Representative against Responsible
Government was bem% seriously considered. They all knew that a change was imminent.
Certain suggestions had been made by Lord Milner to deputations which had waited upon him
as to the kind of Government they were to expect. They were to have an elected Parliament,
but that Parliament, while entrusted with the voting of funds and legislation generally, would
have no power over the Executive Council, which would be practically what it is at present.
He did not know whether Sir Richard Solomon would ally himself with the gentlemen whe had
up to the present mismanaged this country, but he (the speaker) would be very much surprised
indeed if Sir Richard risked his reputation by doing so.

Procressve Poricy.

The Progressive Party were perfectly contented with that arrangement, and wished for no
other. The Responsible Party wanted government by the people and for the people, and they
wanted it now. (Applause,) It had been very difficult indeed to gel from the Progressive Party
a clear statement of their policy. They had issued a manifesto, but at all their meetings they
had gone on to side tracks. Of their leaders one deserved to be put in the forefront, and of
him he would speak with respect. Mr. Abe Bailey was credited with being the successor to
Mr, Rhodes, and modestly admitted that he was going to wear that huge mantle. Mr, Bailey
had resigneci his seat in the Cape to come up here. He generously promised to give us Respon-
sible Government in seven years; but before the seven ¥ears had passed Mr. Bailey would find
that the country had advanced more quickly than he reckoned, Mr. Bailey had said that the
reason why he could not give us Responsible Government and why the Progressive Party could
not give them Responsible Government for seven years was on account of distrust of the Dutch.
All the arguments put forward by the Progressive Party summed themselves into {wo, viz,
that the Responsible Government Party were crying for the moon, and distrust of the Dutch.
The Progressives saw perfectly clearly that the feeling had changed, so they now advocated
Responsi%le Government in two years. That already was a great victory for the Responsible
Government Party.

Tre Press axp 1ue DorcH,

As to distrust of the Dutch, the attitude of Johannesburg daily press had been ungenerous
in the extreme. It had from time to time urged the Dutch to come forward and express their
opinions, and the moment they did so every simple action and word uttered had been subjected
to a microscopic examination, and the editors chose a word or expression here and there, and
attached to it the full responsibility of the Dutch race. The supposition was that that press
represented the views of the public, but it really represented the opinions of men in London.
He asked the meeting not to take the ungenerous attitude of the Johanneshurg press as indicating
the irue feeling of the British towards the Dutch and any distrust of them. The speaker's
party was the party of unity, the party which will form the fiux between the Dutch and the
new-comers, and they were prepared to accept the assurances of the Bogrs. They must.‘bs
accepted until they had proveg to be incorrect. The speaker referred to the “ Rand Daily Mail,
quoting from the census returns, proving that the British were in a majority of 50 per cent.
over the Boers, and asked if that were so why should there be any question of distrust of the
Dutch? Sir Gilbert Parker had, too, written quite recently that the majority of the Dutch
in the Orange River Colony and the Transvaal were loyal, and, that being so, where, then, was
the necessity for delaying Responsible Government? e, as British born, did not expect the
Dutch to embrace us and tell us they loved us very dearly, and he asked sensible men if it were
not the fact that they had very often the greatest dislikes existing amongst the various races
which went to make up the British nation. Men of diverse orgin in one nationality, 'howevjei'
much they might dislike each otber, when they had a common object in view sank all racia
differences. It was their great duty and their great privilege to go to the Dutch and sny,h @
do not expect you to forget, but we can show you that g'pu are absolutely full partners with us,
and then all those feelings of hatred aud distrust will disappear as mist before the morning sum.

X
21251
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A PrograuuE or Prssimism.

The programme of the Progressives was one of absolute pessimism, a “ Little inglander ”
policy of funk. He spoke as a South African 1o South Adricans who yielded to nobe in love
of their country. They wished to take their places amongst the foremost Colonies of the Empire
and Responsible Government was the meaus to that end. They put forward a very high i eal
which they were going to attain and he urged upon the community as a whole to ally thewmselves
with the Unionist Party. (Applause.)

Firsr REsorurion,

The Chairman then called on Mr. Van Driel to move the first resolution, which was one in
favour of immediate Responsible Government, . )

Mr. Van Driel thought the resolution spoke for itself. Mr. Hay had very rightly brought
into prominence the matter of the distrust of the Dutch, and placed it in_the forefront of his
argument. He thought that was really the crux of the whole position. It seemed to be the
difference between the PruﬁrEssive and the Responsible Government Associations, In reading
the specch made by General De ln Rey at Krugersdorp the passage which struck him most was
that m which the General said they had fought the English with Mausers, and were not afraid
of them, then why should they be afraid when they only fou%ht.‘yith sticks. (A volce: “ Are
they fighting? ) ~ Yes, they were fighting, and the fight was a legitimate one. (Applause.) We
had to cast aside this bogey of distrust of the Dutch, and be able, when the time came, to
advocate our cause with the assistance of the Dutch. In all cases of distrust between men,
antecedents were generally analysed, and the reasons for such distrust enquired into, Conse-
uently, if they were to act in a similar manner in regard to the distrust of the Dutch they would
gnd nothing tangible to lay hold of.

Lorp MIirxen's ATTITUDE.

Lord Milner had said the Dutch had hencurably fulfilled all their obligations, and went
so far as to offer, when the present Legislative Council came into existence, seats on it t¢ them.
Lord Miluner had also sent for their leaders and asked their advice in connection’ with the change
of Government, and from what he had said, His Excellency certainly did not distrust the Dutch.
Now, if a gentleman in Lord Milner's position, knowing all their needs, put such confidence in
the Duteh, should they, the common people, raise any question,or be afraid. The Duteh had
larger interests in the Transvaal than they had, and were getting alive to those interests, They
must recognise that the Dutch had the best interests of the country at heart, and would work
with the rest of the population, If Responsible Grovernment was granted if did not mean that
" the Dutch would do what they liked or what we liked. The machinery would be so graded that
everyone would have a fair show in the Government, and if anything were done contrary there
still was the Royal prerogative. There need be no talk of conciliation; let their actions speak
for themselves. He objected to any probationary period of Representative Government as bein
opposed to the general welfare of the country. He referred to the objection to the grant of fuﬁ
Respensible Grovernment on the ground of want of men, and said that looking to the progress
of the industry and the men who had been instrumental in it there was no room for the contention.
Responsible Government was absolutely necessary, and if they had had it there would then have
been no question of the Inter-Colonial Council, ihe thirty millions war contribution, and various
other matters. He thought the time had now arrived when we should fight our own battles.

The resolution was seconded by Mr. L. N, Schurmann, and Mr. W. Pistorius spoke in support,

QrrosITION,

Dr. E. Nixon made an able and lengthy speech against the resolution, in which on behalt of
the Progressive Party in Heidelberg, he strongly repudiated the imputation that they had any
feeling of distrust towards the Duteh. He thought that was not the real question at issue, but
rather what representation the people of this country were to have. If he thought we were going
to have the present Government for another seven years he would have none of it. What was
wanted was Government for ourselves and Government by ourselves. They all wanted Respon-
sible Government, and the whole point was when were they going to get it? He moved an
amendment to the resolution, but as it was merely a direct negative the Chairman expressed
regret at not being able to put it.

Mr. Fred W. Bell, in the course of his speech, thought the Progressives of Johannesbur
were not so nearly allied in feeling with the Responsibles as Dr. Nixon was, and fully accepteﬁ
the doctor’s siatement that there was no feeling of distrust of the Duich. He also drew attention
to General Botha's declaration that the Dutch were only desirous of working with the British
1n the country for the general benefit of all,

Mr, J. Fenwick thought there should be no distinctions drawn between the British and the
Duteh. They were all under the British flag, and he objected to the racial argument. He also
spoke in favour of Dr. Nixon's amendment.

Some discussion took place as to one vote one value, and Mr. T. M, C. Nourse stated that if
the Progressive Party would come forward in public and state as they had done in private
that they would go for Responsible Government if they agreed to the principle of one vote
one value, the Responsible Party would also express their opinions. They deprecated the under-

lying maotive of the Progressive people who tried all they knew to have the Responsibles’ cards
placed on the table without showing their own, y i

GENERAL VILIOEN,

General Piet R. Viljoen, ex-Mining Commissioner, Heidelberg, next addressed the meetingl.
He said : —1 am right glad that T am here this evening. It is the first public meeting which
have attended since peace was declared, when I was one of {he delegates at the Vereeniging
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Conference. There we agreed that the Governmen ili
Tee. ; t should first be a Military Gov
}cllfeﬂ G? Civil G(}cvernnlllent, and then a Representative Government, and that is, ly]] ?nycglliﬁi?(ﬁ:
miflrnhmen W(i have to-day. There it was told us distinetly that in those Governments
we ti‘l‘mu Tk 3"9 ‘%?t g to say. The Government wanted a free hand to govern ihe couniry
as tey ]31 f W If agreed to that, and we kept ourselves quiet in accordauce with our ugree-
m'etlll; n li? nowT ¢ Government wished to inaugurate a Government which is not in aceordance
W}; iy eB eace Ireaty. I may be wrong in my opinion, but that is my opinion, and that is
w. yt Hethoeﬁcommﬂnﬂy 18 organmising. We have taken resolutions at several meetings, where
ge ell the il{t'emme_nt we will not be satisfied with any form of Government except Self-
Rovernn;eft-- esponsible Government. We do not wish to force the Government to give ue
esponsible Government. ‘We wish to show them that we are peaceful citizens, That is why
we are glvlllng the Government to understand what we wish, I may say that the Boer people
so far as I know are one on that point. It grieves me to see that there is a difference between the
several parties here this evenmgi. I am glad 1o see from what hos been said here this evening
that the etigma that has been slung at us is not acknowledged to exist—(hear, hear)}—namely,
the distrust of the Boers. I have heard the Responsible Party and I have heard Dr. Nixun for
the Progressive Party, and I will only wish to say that they have made it plain that no feeling
of distrust exists. (Applause.) I am not here this evening to vote, and don't think that any of
the Dutch people came here to vote {his evening, because we have alvendy expressed our opinien
at a pxgblxc meeting held of the Boer Party, We, the Boer Party, will be very pleased to gee
the different parties join with us to make the Government of this eountry what it should be,
We have finished our fight and there is no glory in making revolutions in this country. It s
our interest to work with every citizen in this country. I give you the assurance that there is
no doubt that with the Duteh people everything is open antgi above board. (Applause.)

. Tre Vorma.,

The resolution was then put to the meeting, when there voted 19 for and 23 against, the
resolution being lost,

The Dutch present did not vote, and Mr. Hay pointed out that they should have done so, as
they were in favour of Responsible Government.
. Alr. Bell asked that this point should be made perfectly elear that the majority of the meet-
ing, who were Dutch, did not vote, and that there might be a false impression caused, seeing that
there were nearly 100 persons present and only 23 against the resolution.

Dr. Nixon thought that the vote was not a genuine expression of opinion of the meeting.

On the motion of the Chairman, seconded by Mr. Drieselmann, it was decided to form an
Association, and the meeting then terminated.

Mz, B. F. Bovrxt SrcEpis.

Wt Nor Acr wirs teE Boegs.
Pretoria, February 6.

Mr. E. F. Bourke, M.I.C., informs the “Pretoria News” that he has declined to have
anything to do with the Boer organisation “ Het Volk,” in connection with which he had been
nominated as one of the locul provisional committeemen, on the grounds that he is not prepared
to sign the pledge of absolute obedience to the Boer leaders, which is exacted from every member,
and hecause General Botha's declaration regavding the demand for Responsible (Government is
unreasonable,

Mr, Bourke, while strongly favouring Responsible Government, says that to jump suddenly
and blindly into it might result in disaster. There must be a period of Representative mstitutions
to enable the details of the permanent Constitution to be considered by the peaple themselves
through the people’s own leaders, and not by the self-appointed ones; and there is nmo means
of knowing who the leaders are until they have stood for election. He considers the whole
.discussion premature. Let them find out what the Imperial Government intends giving before
making up their minds to accept or reject the gift.~-Reuter.

Trapr RrspoNsiBLES,
Wortive MeX's Procrayay,

The Pretoria Trades and Labour Couneil held its usual half-yearly meeting at the Hotel
?Frisco, Pretoria, on Saturday evening., ) k

During the evening the political situation was discussed, and Mr. J. Walker (the president)
reported on the action taken by the Committee to further the establishment of Respousible
Government. It was announced that the Council was unanimously in favour of this form of
Government in preference to Representative Government. Am(nolf some of the points recom-
mended to the Commitiee for consideration were: White manhood suffrage (above 21 years of
age); one man one vote; all elections to be held on the same day; in the event of not being able
to obtain female suffrage, to recommend that the basis of white population as againet the basis of
voters be taken in the matter of the distribution of seats. ]

Messrs, J. Walker and W. R. Stalker were elected as delegates to the Committee, and
Mr. L. M. Sanderson was elected to represent the Council at meetings of the Anti-Asitic
‘Committees, . i

The following office-bearers were elected for the ensuing year:—Mr, J. Walker, president;
Mr. W. Dunwoodie, treasurer; Mr. L. M. Sanderson, secretary; Mr. A. Ross, minute secretary.

The meeting then adjourned until Saturday, the 18th instant, when i uyaroposed to discuss

the political situation.
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(13.)

« Lgaper,” February Tth, 1905.
“Her YoLr,”
RooperorT-MARATSBURG BRANCH.
West Rano Boers Meer.

(From Qur Own Correspondent.)
Roodeport, Monday.

The largest gathering of Boers held here since the war was seen at the meeting which took
place in Van Graan’s building on Saturday afternoon, for the purpose of considering the matter
of forming a branch of Het Volk Asseciation. '

The spacious building was packed, as slso was the enirance and footway. The gathering
was a representative one, all the influential Boers in the Roodeport-Maraisburg district being

resent,

P Mr. A. A. Dieperink (ex-member 1st Volksraad) presided, and amongst others present were
ex-Commandants J. van Zyl, H. Classens and Bam, ex-field cornet M. de Eek, and Messrs. J.
Blommesten, H. Burger, H. Swanepoel, E. . Olivier, A. Swanepoel, J. M. Hamman, Rev. Van
der Merwe, H. J. van Wyk, J. du Preez, J. van Graan, C. E. Hamman, C. K. Jooste, J. A.
Joubert, E, Landshorg, J. Smook, P. R. Erlank, F. Swaneli)oel, E. van Graan, J. Marais, J. Nel,
A. Jacobs, B. Koetze, H. Rynders, H. Pretorius, H. Botha, P. Kamp, W. van Wyk, H. Ratzeberg,
G. G. Claassens, J. van Bloom, J. G. Van Gass, A. Scholtz, C. E. Parkes, H. Muller, J. van der
Hever, H, van Hees, and Landsberg. .

Mr. G. Smook was appointed aciing secretary to the meeting.

Mr. Dieperink said most of them knew that an organisation of the people styled “ Het
Volk” Association had been formed at the Pretoria Congress some time ago. The stabutes
of the organisation had been drafted by the Congress and were now completed. Booklets con-
faining these statutes were being distributed throughout the Colony. The Krugersdorp people
had just established a branch of tie association; and he was glad to notice the Secretary ?i.[r. Van
Blommestein) and some of the Committee represented there that day. This meeting had been
convened for the sole purpose of forming a branch for the ‘Roodeport-Maraisburg district.
Fifty members were required to form a branch, and judging from the number present, he was
certain there would be no difficulty in that connection. The Association was not confined alone
to the Boer inhabitants, but it was for white people of sll nationalities. Matters affecting
the district as well as politics would be dealt with. He referred to the Roodeport Vigilance
Association as a useful body, and hoped they would support each other. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. Van Blommestein, in the course of a short address, enlarged upon the objects of the
association, and stated that the Krugersdorp branch had over 220 members, and he earnestly
hoped that Roodeport, Hamburg, Florida, and Maraisburg would respond freely to the call.

The Secretary then read the statutes of the organisation in both Dutch and English.

The Chairman replied to numerous questions in connection with the rules, and the gathering
appeared perfectly satisfied with the statutes of the Association,

Tre Resorvrion,

. Mr. Van Blommestein moved and Mr. Olivier seconded: “That this meeting of the
inhabitants of Roodeport, Hamburg, Florida and Maraishurg consider it advisable to establisk
a3 brapqh of the Association, with its headguarters at Roodepoort.” '

This was carried unanimously.

The Chairman said it now devolved upon the members to elect an Executive Committee, and
to deﬁerme:si thf) number to fgrm such.

, . Alr. J. du Preez proposed that the local executive be composed of members to control the
districts of Roodeport, Hamburg, Florida and Maraisburg. d

This was seconded by Mr. J. van Zyl and carried.

The following gentlemen were then elected as members of the Executive Committee:
President, H. Claassens; Vice-presidents, E. 0. Olivier, and Messrs. J. M. Hamman, H. J. van
Wyk, H. van Hees, A. Swanepoel, and M. de Kok; Mr. Hamman was elected Hon. Secretary.

During the taking of nominations for the Committee a member of the audience caused
some amusement by repeatedly protesting against ex-members of the National Scouts being
allowed the privilege of becoming members of the Committee. The same speaker several timee

blandly demarded from one or two of th b i i
of thei stomardebip Quving i wno oF 1 de' members nominated for the Committee a statement

A Newraxps’ Braxcm,

Mr. De Kok stated that he {hought th Lati i
branch there, and he asked that a movgment (liep;g‘&eagloltlhﬁrgfrei[tlﬁgh for the formation of

The Chairman assured the last speaker that the Head Committee at Erugersdorp would
lose no time in considering the matter. ‘
Mr. Van Zyl said that he hoped the members would stand loyally together and support this

local organisation and its leaders, like men, and brave the storms which would shortly arise in
the country. (Cheers.)
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In closing the meeting, Mr. Dieperink thanked all pres i
: v Mr. Dieperi present for their support, and assared
the members that the snecess of their objects could only e attained hy strnngl;](~n~npemti011.
Over 100 persons signed as members. The proceedings were in the Taal; and there appeared
to be a reluctance on the part of the organisers to discuss politics.

(14.)

“S1ar,” February 8th, 1905.
“OnE Vorg, OxE VaLue.”
Procressives v. REspoxsIBiES.
IntERESTING CornESPONDENCE.
To the Editor of “ The Star.”

Sir,—I am instructed by my executive committee to ask you io publish the enclosed, which
speaks for itself,
I am, &c.
C. M. BrL,
(Assistant Secretary, Transvaal Progressive Assnciation,
Johannesburg Brunch).

February 8.

Speaking at Heidelberg on the 4th instant one of the vice-presidents of the Responsible
Government Association urged the Progressive Party “to come forward in public and state,
as they had done in private,” that they would ge for Responsible Government if the Responsible
Party agreed to the principle’ of “one vote, one value”” 'This gentleman added that the
Responsible Government Association “deprecated the underlying motive of the Progressive
people, who tried sll they knew to have the Responsibles’ cards placed on the table without

" showing their own,”

The Johannesburg Branch of the Transvaal Progressive Association accepts Mr, Nourse’s
challenge, and have much pleasure in placing the cards on the table,

Before the Transvaal Responsible government Association had been created, the Progressive
Party of Johannesburg had formulated and published a definite platform, of which the following
formed a part:—

The immediate fulfilment of the promise contained in the King's Speech of August 15
last, by the establishment of Representative Government on liberal and fair lines,
with a view to preli)aring the way for the grant at as early a date as expedient
of the freest and fullest form of Responsible Government. _

The recognition of the principle that all voters shall have the same privileges and their

votes the same value.

The following correspondence proves the incorrectness of Mr, Nourse’s assertions, and shaws
that the Progressives at the outset went for publicity, whilst the Responsibles preferred secrecy

and mystery ;-
Johannesburg, December 31, 1904.

The Secretary, .
Transvaal Responsible Government Association. _ _

Dear Sir,~-I am instructed by the executive committee of the Transvaal Progressive Associa-

tion to inform your agsociation that, in view of the persistent rumour that the country districts

are to have better representation than the towns under the new Constitution, our association

has decided to send a deputation to Lord Milner to urge strongly upon His Excellency the

necessity of embodying in the Constitution the following principles:—

1, Equality of electoral districts on the basis of voters. ) o

2. Automatic adjustment of representation periodically, aceording to fluctuations in the

numbar of voters. _

We feel that it is essential to have our electoral system at the outset made equitable for ail

sections of the community, and, as the principles involved in fixing the basis of representation

lly to both forms of government, responsible and representative, my committee is

apply equa ¢ e
aggigusqto learn whether the committee of the Transvaal Responsible Government Association

will join with it in a deputation to Lord Milner to wrge the above points.

I am, &e.,
Trr Hox, SECRETARY (pro tem.),
(Transvaal Progressive Associntion, Johannesburg Branch).

21201
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A reply to this letter was received on January 6. It ran as follows : —
Johannesburg, January 5, 1905.

Hon. Secrc'letary, 1P Aesociati
'ransvaal Progressive Association. ) . .

Dear 8ir,—With flﬁther reference to my letter to you of 31st ultimo (acknowledging reeeup:
of above letter), I am directed by my executive commitiee to inform you that, as they aret ad
present without any definite information regarding the form of government likely to be gr?? i
for the Transvaal, and, having previous to the receipt of your letters of the 30th nnﬁ 31st ultimo
asked fiis Exeellency Lord ﬁ’iFner to receive a deputation of their number in order to discuss
“infer alia” the points raised in your communication, my committee do not see their way at
the present tiwe to fall in with your suggestion for a joint deputation from hoth associations.

I am, &e.,
Dav. Dargery,
(Secretary),
(Transvaal Responsible Government Assaciation).

The interview referred to in the above letter took place on January 10. The deputation of
the Responsible Government Association was, at its own request, received in private by ‘His
Excellency. At a later hour on the same day a deputation of the Johannesburg Branch of the
Transvaal Progressive Association waited upon Lord Milner in publie, and, amongst other
recommendations, connected with the new Constitution about to be granted to the Transvaal,
urged the embodiment in it of the following principles : — 4

1. Electoral distriets to be formed on the basis of voters; each district to contain as near
as can be an equal number of voters, and to return one member.

2. Redistribution of seats wherever required by reason of fluctuations of the number of
voters to be made periodically by a Commission uppointed by the Governor, and
the parties or districts dissatisfied with the results 1o have the power to appeal to
the Supreme Court.

Iis Excellency stated that there was strong opposition to the principle of “ one vote, one
value.” It is not known whether the deputation of the Responsible (Government Association gave
expression to the opposition referred to by His Excellency, but the fact that they have never
embodied in any resolution an expression of opinion favouring equal electoral districts on the
basis of voters gives colour to the 1mpression that as a body they are opposed to the principle.

On January 19, representatives from both parties, as well as prominent citizens who have
not joined the associations, were invited to a private conference. As a rxesult of this conference
negotistions were entered upon unofficially by leading members of the Responsible Government
Association and representatives of the Johannesburg Branch of the Transvaal Progressive Associa-
tion with u view to arrange, if possible, for joint representations to the Home Government.
Eventually a scheme was drafted, to be submitted simultaneously to the executive committes
of each association. The essential points in this scheme were:—

{1.}—(a) Equal electoral districts on the basis of voters.

{b) Automatic redistribution every fourth year so as to preserve an equal numerical basis
for each constituency.

(c) The first Legislature to be elected for two vears only, during which period the Execu-
tive may be composed of elected members to such an extent as the Governor may
determine.

(d) On the expiry of two years from the election of the first Legislature, a general election
to take place, after which it shall be competent for the new Legislature to consider
the question of Responsible Government, and should it be found that three-fifths
of all the elected members of the House are in favour of Responsible Government,
then such form of government shall be forthwith establighed.

(2) It is understood between the two parties that recommendations (¢) and (d) are
contingent on the inclusion in the Constitution of provisions for equal electoral
districts on the basis of voters and automatic redistribution periodically.

. It will be seen that these proposals are ubsolutely consistent with the main planks in the
original platiorm of the Progressives, and, that being the case, the scheme was unanimously
approved of by the executive of the Johannesburg Branch of the Transvaal Progressive Associa-
tion. It is understood that the executive of the Responsible Government Association was
unwilling to entertain the scheme. So these negotiations proved abortive,

On February 3 the following letter was sent by the Johannesburg Branch of the Progressive

Association to the Responsible Government Association : —

Secretary, Johannesburg, February 3, 1905.
D T é‘?nsvzﬁl Respo_nsi_ble ]Eiuvefrnment Association,

ear DIr,—.aly assoclation has, for many wecks past, been wlive to the danger that possibl
a Constitution will shortly be granted to the Transvaal in which the principles (;sf equal eliezzzra%
districts and automatic redistribution of seats will not be included.
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This fear was strengthened by a public utteranee by Lord Milner on January 10, to the
effect that a strong expression of public opininn would be requisite to secure the embodiment of
these principles in the Constitution,

. As your association is holding u meeting in the Wanderers’ Hall on the 9th instant, I am
instructed by my executive committee to ask you whether the Transvaal Responsible Government
Association would use its weight and influence in ahtaining a strong expression of public opinion
in favour of these points with a view to proving to the Sceretary of State for the Colonies that
it is the demand of the majority of the peaple in the Transvaal that these principles should be
embodied in any Constitution granted to the Colony.

I am, &ec.
) C. M. Bery,
(Assistant Secretary, Transvaal Progressive Association,
Johanneshurg Branch).

Mr. Dalgety acknowledged the receipt of the above letter, and later on the following letter
was received from him ;-

Johannesburg, February 7, 1905.
The Secretary,
Transvaal Progressive Association, Johannesburg Branch.
Dear Sir,—With further reference to your letter of the Srd instani, and my acknowledg-
ment of the 4th, I have to inform you that the subject thereof is still under the consideration
of my committee, and as soon as I am in a position to do so, I shall again communicate with you.

I am, &e.,
Dav, Dancery,
(Secretary),

The meaning of the attitude taken up by the Responsible Government Association is
perfectly clear. The members.of that party know quite well that the Progressives do not want
to delay the promulgation of the new Constitation until the Liberals are in powver, and that that
will undoubtedly be the result of o demand for an immediale grant of Responsible Government.
The truth is the Responsibles are playing the game of the Boer leaders, although they may
not all realise that fact. Some of them probably also want to patch np the crevices in their
own body and further mystify the publie. It is worthy of note that the Responsible Government
Association, like the Boer leaders, although not unwilling to make secret representations to the
High Commissioner, have not yet dared even to attempt to {wasa a resolution at a public meeting
favouring or opposing the principle of “one vote, one value.” Such an attenpt would split
the party in twain, and they know it. They consider that their safety lies in crying vaguely for
a superstructure ealled “ Responsible (Government,” and apparently they do not mind on what
foundations it may be erected. .

(15.)

“ LEaper,” February 8th, 1905.
Rerresextarive MEASURES.
HALF-HEARTED MEETING.
(From OQur Own Correspondent.)

Pretoria, Tuesday, Midnight,
A meeting of those interested in Representative (tovernment was held to-night at the Hote]
'Frisco. There was a large attendance to hear Mr, James Reid, one of the leading Labour

representatives of Pretoria, on the present political situation.

" The Mayor (Mr. Andrew Johnston) presided. ’ o _
Mr. Reid, at the outset, dissociated himself from the Progressive Association, the Responsible
Government Association, and the Organised Labour Party. e worked for the general interests
of the working class to which he belonged, and the Colony in which he lived. He deprecated
any racial politics, and said if the politics of this Colony were to be run on racial lines they
would never have that prosperity and solidarity which they hoped the Traunsvaal would have
in the future. Referring to the Vereeniging Treaty, he said that it had heen acted up by the
Administration in letier and spirit. He thought it would have been better if the energies of
oliticions had been devoted to the building up of a sound democratic Constitution, instead of
gividing their strength into two parties, one of which was advoeating Responsible Government,
which the Home Government were not likely te grant. I}Ao one beheve more fully than he
in democratic institutions; no one believed more than he in the right of the people to govern
themselves: but he recognised that while the Tlome Government were paying the piper, it wonld
be illogical on his part to think that he could completely eall the tune. lke advacated a short
probationary period of Representative Institutions as a direct stepping-stone to full Responsi-
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litv. Under the system of Representative Government, with union amongst the people for

gl:w\}:iod of another t\z'o years, thisIn) Colony would not suffer in the least. If Responsible Govern-
ment were granted, it would lead to greatly-increased taxation, and would bring up the question
of internal defence of the Colony to be dealt with by the people. He thought those who a vocated
Responsible Government for the Transvaal were premature in their demands. He understood it
was settled that they should have an elected Assembly of some th}rt{1 members, with a nominated
Executive. Referring to the speech of General Botha at Pretoria, he said if General Botha was
as loyal as he preached, he would join hands with the British in this Colony in whatever form
of Government the Home Government was to give them. The two peoples could then become
united, and demand the greatest right of all—that they should have full Responsible Government,

The following resolution was put by Mr. J. 8. Cowie: “ That we agreo to work loyally under
the form of Representative Government shortly to be granted to this Colony as a probationary
step towards full autonomy.” )

Mr, Vere Stent supported the resolution. )

Other speeches followed, which pointed to the fact that the meeting was somewhat largely
in favour of Responsible Government, in antagonism to the resolution. '

An amendment was proposed by Mr. . A. Dunlop in favour of granting Responsible Govern-
ment, and seconded by Mr. L. M. Sanderson (Seeretary of the Trades and Labour Council).

The meeting, on going to the vote, passed u resolution in favour of Representative Govern-
ment, 37 only voting in support of the amendment.

Mivg00D SUFFRAGE.
GerMisToN avp Porrrics.

A Currovs Resurr,

Germiston is stil] prominent in the political campaign. Last night a meeting held in the
Municipal Buildings for the purpose of considering the form of the new Constitution attracted
a large audience. The Mayor (Dr. Strachan) presided.

At the outset Mr. S. J. Evans asked who convened the meeting. Was it the gentlemen
who formed the nuclens of the Germiston Progressive Assoeiation?

The Chairman: Yes.

The resolution which provoked most discussion was one releting to manhood suffrage, pro-
gosed by Mr. T. A, White. Various amendments were put, and in the end the proposition was

efeated.

The first resolution was proposed by Mr. J. 8. Preddy, and was as follows: —

“That, in the opinion of this meeting, the Constitution of the Tranavaal Colony should
contain the principle of one man one vote.”

This meant, he said, simply that if an individual owned property in several districts, he had
no more than one vote. It was only fair, as it gave equal power to each elector, rich or poor.
Germiston people were certainly democratic, andg this was a democratic proposition.

The resolution was seconded by Mr. H. J. Tonkin, and carried unanimously.

Dr. Lund moved : —

“That, in the opinion of this meeting, the proposed Constitution for the Transvaal should
provide from the beginning for the establishment of electoral divisions on a basis
of voters, and that as far as possible each division should represent an equal number
of voters, embodying therehy the principle of one vote one value.”

Every man, said the doctor, should have an equal right in the management of the couniry,
and the only method which would suit the people was that outlined in the resolution. They
did not wish to arrogate to the towns any undu¢ amount of representations. The method
indieated was in force in the United. States, in Canada, and in Australia,

Mr. Kennerley: In Australia it is on a population basis.

Dr. Lund : T have the best authority for saying that it is not so.

In seconding the resolution,

. Ar. C. Brammer said that the most of the country people were equally as much under the
mfluence of their leaders as the men on the mines under ihe influence of the capitalists, and
probably more so. The people in the towns were able to exercise their vote as wisely in the
interests of ihe country as were the people on the veld, (n this matter they could not com-
promise. He wanted the moderate. They were not going to be ruled by either the Randlord
or the man on the veld. (Applause.) He would deal as fairly by the Boer as he would by
himself, He considered egual voting power absolutely necessary.

Mr. 1. 8. Evans wished to know why the seconder of the resolution should have, on a former
oceasion, spoken against what he termed birds of passage having the same voting power as the
settler, (Laughter and applatse.)

The Chairman: Circumstances alter cases. (Renewed laughter.)

The resolution was carried, there heing only one dissentient.

Eavariry or Erectoran DisTRICTS.

Mr. T. A, White moved : —

*That in order to maintain the elltluality of the electoral districts, this meeting is of the
opinion that provision should be made in the Constitution for the automatic redis-
tribution of seats periodically.”
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Unless this principle was embodied at the commencement, they would, he maintained, find
themselves in the position of & constituency of five thousand voters having only the same repre-
sentation us a constituency of two thousand.

%I]f 811 Cannell se;:iozlhdeglﬂ';he resolution, a:lzd it was unanimously adoptei,

) ¢ Chajrman said that the committee had decided not to put any resoluti ifica-
tion, but he leit that matter to the meeting. P ¥ resolution a to qualifics

Mr. White considered that the franchise should carry with it a residential limit, because
newcomers might vote on a question of which they were ignorant. He moved: —

That in the opinion of this meeting the franchise should be granted to all white adults
who are British subjects and have the following qualifications: An average income
of £150 per annum, or the possession of fixed property in the Colony to the value
of £100, and a residential qualification of six months 1 the Transvaal.

Mr. A, H. Green suggested that the qualification as to income should be £120.

Mr, W. T. Anderson thought not, because, he pointed out, the fact that the minimum income
for voting qualification was £150 might induce the C.8.A.R. to raise the workmen's wages.

Mr. White welcomed the suggestion.

. The Rev. J. P. Herd, in seconding the resolution, said that if the railway people were
grinding men down to work for £120 a year, it was time that the residents in the country should
move in the matter, If the C.S.A.R. could not give better wages, those at the head of affairs
should be turned out, and others appointed to the management. (Applause.)

Mr., Preddy supported the principle of the franchise being extended to women, As to the
coloured vote, he thought that a certain class of natives should have the franchise.

. t:gir. G. 0. Griffiths opposed the idea of disqualifying any adult British subject on any terms
whatever,

The Rev. J. L. Scott moved an amendment : —

That the elause in Mr. White's proposition bearing on the monetary qualification be
eliminated.

Mr. White declared that any man in this Colony who advocated the native vote in the Trans-
vaal would he one of the men he would move heaven and earth to disfranchise from having
a say in the aftairs of the Transvaal. (Applause.)

Mr. W. J. Dalrymple seconded the amendment.

Mr. White protested that any amendment to his resolution must be an amendment on the
subject, not on the resolution.

Ultimately Mr. White acgepted an amendment by Mr. McMenamm to insert the word
“male” in reference to British subjects. ,

Mr. Preddy proposed: —

That this meeting expresses no opinion on voters' qualifications.

This caused a good deal of discussion.

Other amendments were proposed, and this discussion was continued until a late hour.
Several speakers were dn favour of the residential qualification being extended to-eighteen
months, urging as a reason for this that the conditions in the Transvasl are greatly different
from those at Home, and that they did not wish to repeat the evils of Cape Colony and Natal.

Mr. White’s resolution was defeated by 36 votes to 30, many in the audience abstaining from
the show of hands.

On a suggestion that copies of ihe resolutions that had been carried should be sent fo the
Lieutenant-Governor for transmission to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, Mr. White
remarked that if they left the question of the qualification of voters to Downing Street, perhaps
they would not be prepared to accept what Downing Street might give them.

< HET VOLK."
CrocopiLe River Brancu.
Trom Qur Own Correspondent.)
' (1 d Pretoria, Tuesdey.
On Saturday last a largely-attended meeting of farmers was held at M’zilikatse’s Nek, in the
Crocodile River ward of the Pretoria district, for the purpose of establishing & local branch of

“Het Vol (People’s Union). ’ _ o
After a discussion the following gentlemen were ap%omted to the committee : Ex-General
Van der Venter, ex-Commandant D. P. Liebenberg, Mr. ¥. P. van der Venter, Mr. M. Rickarts,

Mr. A. Pietersen, ex-Fieldcornet A. Pretorius, and ex-Fieldecornet J. E. Jones.

Porrricat. LETTERS.

Tes EssENTIAL POINT.

ditor of the Leader. ) o
To tlé?rﬁmlItotl;ust you will allow me to correct & statement, with regard to my political views,

made by Mr. Geo. A. Hay at the meeting held by the Jobunnesburg Responsible Government

id on Saturday last. ) ) . )
Fart : Esﬁrzgo‘i}t};?lr%() have said tsl'mt 1 * generously promised to give us (thig Colony) Responsible

Govef%?f;ttﬁztsfvfivg ﬁaﬁe such a statement, or that I have attempted to fix any definite period

for the granting of Seli-Government.
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As, however, my name is not unfrequently quoted in connection with this matter, I wish
{o take this opportunity of explaining my position. Although I am not a member of the Pro-
gressive or any other Association, I have always held the view that His Majesty the King was
wise when he promised n form of Representative Government as a stepping-stone to a purely
self-governing Constitution. Should His Majesty, however, agree to grant us Responsiblo
(iovernment, accompanied by the following conditions :— .

(1} Single-member constituencies; o

(2) Equal electoral districts on a voters’ basis, i.c., one vote one value;

3) Elections to take place on one day;

4) Automatie redistribution of seats, .
then I would gladly accept such an immediale grant of self-government in preference to any
form of Representafive Government without these conditions.

It is, in my opinion, essential to the welfare of this Colony that no grant of self-government
should be made at present unless based on the principles I have mexntioned, and my reason for
this view is that I mistrust, as a dominant political partner, that exireme section of the Boers
who are represented by some of their leaders to-day, und who exercise a controlling influence over
the Dutch party. _

This mistrust is not born of to-day, nor based on any superficial knowledge of the country.
So far back as the 26th of June last year, I stated in the Wanderers' Hall that *“ I was not one
who was going 1o see them (the Dutch) win with the ballot-box what they had failed to accom-
plish with the Mauser.

This statementi has, I thiuk, been fully borne out and corroborated by the recent utterances
of the Boer leaders themselves. Not only did Mr. Burgers at Krugersdorp advocate “a united
South Africa under an independent flag,” but General Botha followed suit at Volksrust by
plainly and definitely stating that he thought that the swamping of the British vote by a Duteh
majority was “ the very thing that ought fo come about.”

“Het Volk 7 is g military organisation following very closely on the lines of the constitu-
tion of the Bond in Cape Colony. It is racial in character, it imposes a pledge of obedience upon
its members to the orders of its self-constituted leaders, and it denies liberty of opinion either
to its individual members or to its branches, It is, in fact, a political machine designed for the
e ress:l purpose of securing the Dutch political control to which General Botha has so openly
referred,

If this object was attained, the Dutch would naturally utilise their regained political power
in the interests of their race and its fraditions. Despite their protestations, the policy of the
Dutch party 1s not “ South Africa for the South Africans,” but South Africa for the Dutch
and for those who will subordinate themselves to their ideas. *

It s the triumph of this purely-racial anti-progressive policy that I fear, and that causes
me to mistrust the extreme section of the Boer party. I am as anxious for Responsible Govern-
ment as any man; but without equal electoral districts I am being asked to play the game of
“blind man’s buff.” and I may find when the handkerchief is taken from my eyes after the
elections that I have placed myself under the same political administration and régime that
existed m this country hefore the war, 1 &

am, &e.,

Ane Barsey.
Jobannesburg, February 6.

(16.)
“Sran,” February 9th, 1905,
Porrricar Merring ar GERMISTON. ,
(From Our Correspondent.)

The public meeting convened for Tuesday night was fully attended, and, as is usual with
Germiston meeting where politics are indulged in, the first part of the procecdings pansed off
without any disturbing element.

_ The Mayor (Dr. Strachan) occupied the chair, and briefly explained the object of the meeting,
which was “to give an expression of opinion In response to Lord Milner's invitation *that,
before the new Constitution should he finally agreed upon public opinion should be canvassed
with a view to the better framing of that Constitution,’” and the Chairman 2sked that whilst
resolutions would be proposed by certain gentlemen interested, other resolutions or amendments
would be accepted, the Chairman stipulating only that discussion be confined to the items on
the agenda, viz., one man one vote, one value, automatic redistribution, and voters' qualifications.

Mr. A. H. Green was appointed secretary to the meeting.

The first resolution was put by Councillor J, 8. Preddy, as follows:—

That in the opinion of this meeting the Constitution of the Transvaal Colony shall include
the principle of one man one vote.

The mover supported the resolution strongly, remarking that the tendency of the age (and
nof less 50 in the Transvaal than elsewhere) was Democratic, and this resolution was in complete
harmony with that principle, and that to be vested with the power of exercising more than one
vate because of the possession of property or voting value in more than the distinet voting aren
would be unjust if exercised, useless if not exercised.

Mr. H. J. Tonkin (President of the Chamber of Commerce) secconded the resolution, saying
that the principle of the resolution was one which appealed directly to a man of sense of justice
and required little argument to ensure ite ready acceptance.



97

The resolution was then put by the Chairman, and earried i 1
Resolution No. 2, moved by Dr, Lund, was as ful]ow;:w SO

That in the opinion of this meeting the propused Constitution for the Transvaal should
provide from the beginning for the establishment of electoral divisions on the basis
of voters, and that as far as possible each division should represent an equal number
of voters, and embody, therefore, the prirciple of * one vote, one value,”

., Dr. Lund was of opinion that the only true solution of the debatable point, viz., that of
giving a fized value fo each vote to avoid undue influence, which would be ereated by differential
values, and would further result in un undue balance of power where such veto was possessed—
the only remedy was to attach equal value to each vote, The splitting up of electoral divisions
and allocating to each a certain number of votes might be acceptuble to sore, but would not
meet with general favour. Neither would the principle of representation by taxation, which
principle contained the inherent weakness of inequality, and undue preponderance of votin
power. The doctor cited the political status of the Transvaal in this particular as it obtained,
prier to the war, and said it was not advisable that tawns should possess the undue Tepresenta-
tion, which was the evil sought to be avoided. He, therefare, was strongly of the opinion that
the simple efficacy of securing equal justice lay in the adoption of the one vote, one value.

Councillor Brammer strongly supported, and on being questioned by Councillor Evans as to
why their rapid conversion, since in Council he had (said the questioner) expressed himself as
diametrically opposed to the principle, retorted by saying that Council politics and State politics
might be, and, 1n this case were, essentially different.

The resolution was then put and carried, with one dissentient.

Resolution No, 3, moved by Counecillor T. A. White, was as follows; —

That in order to maintain the equality of the electora) division, this meeting is of opinion
that provision should be made in the Constitution for the automatic redistribution
of seats periodically,

Councillor White, in supporting this resolution, contended that as the pepulation of a large
mining area was varying continually, such population might possibly be inereased three or four-
fold in a short period, which under any other system than that of pericdical redistribution,
would result in unequal and unfair representation.

Mr. Cannell, in a spirited speech, supported the resolution, and was heartily applauded.

The Rev. Mr. Scott said he failed to discover that interest taken by Johannesburg in pesterity,
and was much disturbed in mind as to how this meeting really originated. Of course, he said,
it doe.; not come from headquarters. Was it teally at the behests of the nominal committee
or not!

The Chairman replied that the matter before the meeting concerned (Germiston, and
Johannesburg had no particular part or lot in it, and it did not foﬁow that supposing Johannes-
burg might not be interested in its posterity, that Germiston should not be. The Chairman
contended that the idea as contained in the resolution wag palatable: why not accept it?

The resolution was put and carried unanimously.

The qualification of voters’ resolution raised contentious points. After a long and apparently
useless discussion, in which Messrs. White, Rev. Scott, Griffiths, Anderson, Gain, the Rev.
Mr. Heard and others, took part, the resolution of Councillor White, that the necessary qualifica-
tion should embody every white male British subject, in possession of an average income of £150
per annum, or possessing fixed property of £100 value, and a resident of six months’ standing,
was lost by a majority of six. . T

Councillor Preddy had desired to move: “That the question of qlalification should not
be entered upon at that meeting,” and practically this was what the prolonged discussoin
resulted in.

Dr. Lund moved :—

That the resolution passed at that meeting be forwarded to the Lieutenant-Governor for
transmission to Downing Street.

This was carried. ) )

A vote of thapks to the Chairman brought the meeting to a close. It is necessary to add
that the suspicion nearly always present in the minds of some men of Germiston that ulterior
and not direct objects are aimed at was again very patent, and it would be well in order to allay
this suspicion that all meetings should be made absolutely open and public.

at)
“Srar,” February 10th, 1305,
. “Her Vorx.”
Prosectep Brancu ar FoRDSBURG,
Megrmvg Lase NieHT.

A meeting was held in the Dutch Reformed Schoolroom, Fordsburg, last evening, for the
purpose of establishing a branch of the newly formed union  Het Volk ™ foir that district.

Mr. G. F. Cillie presided, and there were roughly about 100 persons present, o

The Chairman said the meeting was the outcome of the Congress held at Pretoria 1n May
last, when it was decided to form branches throughout the country. Last Suturday a meeting
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was held at the Grand National Hotel, and it was then resolved to divide Jobanneshurg 1(ri1to s]1£x
different wards, each ward being a separate branch. The work they were about to egn erl:ga e
was o most important one for the Afrikanders, and those who had made and mtel}d hmg 11;
Seuth Africa their home. The union should in future p1a1y a very important role in the Sou
African politicul world. He could not prophesy what would be the outcome of the Association,
but he believed that it would have far reaching and beneficial results to the whole of the country.
They should direct all their energies towards making the union a success, and not only they as
Afrikanders born, but all who came to this country to live. It would, he to?‘k it, be fr.;’r the
meeting to decide as to whether they would form themselves into a branch of “ Het Volk” and
then to elect a provisional committee, whose duties it would be to make arrangements and invite
their leaders, their generals, to come to Fordsburg at a date to be fixed to address them, and
explain fully the objects of the union, Then a permanent branch could be formed.

Mr. 8. Burger was then appointed as a temporary secretary. -

Mr. H. J. Kock, a delegate from the head committee, pointed cut the importance of the
movement. He had been one of the delegates to the great Congress, held at Pretoria. A central
committee had been appointed, and they had framed a Constitution for the union. He counselled
the meeting to earnestly consider that constitution, and the nature of the organisation so that
at u future date they could not say they had been wuduly influenced to join. They were not
called together to decide or the constitution or to criticise it, as that subject would be dealt
with afterwards. For himself there were poinls in the constitution with which he did not
agree. The whole of their proceedings that evening would be of a provisional nature. The‘ idea
was to decide upon forming a branch, and they should all work in harmony for the cause of South
Africa generally, and all who had the interests of the country at heart should join. This was
not meant to be a sectional affair. Every white man in the country was welcome to become a
member, His regret was that no more gentlemen of other nationalities were present, X

Mr. Kock advised the weeting to decide upon the formation of a branch, and the election of
u committee, so that when their leaders came over things would be made casier for them. )

The Rev, Mr. De Clerq considered that the constitution did not sufficiently reveal the objects
for which they were required to form a branch. Before he could join he would like to know
what they were to do, o

The Chairman said that at this juncture the discussion of the constitution was out of order.
That could be discussed when their leaders came over, The people had the utmost confidence
in their generals. The proceedings were merely provisional and no one could be forced to join.
Ii he joined and disagreed afterwards he was at liberty to retire.

The Rev. Mr, De Clerq agreed that an organisation of the people was desirable.

X Some opposition towards definitely deciding to form a brahch of the union having been
shown, :

Mr. H, J. Boshoff observed that it appeared to him that Fordsburg alone mistrusted the
generals, The objects of the union had been declared at Pretoria before an audience of 4,000,
and also at Standerton, at Heidelberg, at Krugersdorp, where there were 2,000 present, and
elsewhere. These objects might easily have been read from the newspapers. Every other
district had shown a desire to form branches, and this, a small section, was the only one in which
distrust was shown. He considered that those desirous of joining should hand in their names
provisionally, so that they could go to their generals and the committees eould say, “ We have
s0 many members, come and meet ug.”

The Rev. Mr. De Clerg said that in no other district were the people desired to sign on until
the leaders had addressed them.

The Chairman denied that there was any distrust of the leaders evineed,

Finally, after a lengthy discussion on the question raised, the Rev. Mr. De Clerq proposed
that the meeting gives expression that it would be desirable to have a branch of  Het olk ”
formed at Fordsburg, and that it be decided 1o appoint a committee to correspond with the
head committee at Pretoria to arrange for a meeting with the leaders in order to create a branch
in the distriet,

... This was unanimously agreed to, and the following gentlemen were elected: Messrs, G. F.
Cilhe, H. P. Mostert, L. Meyer, H. J. Boshoff, P. L. W. Lourens, P. du Toit and the Rev, Mr, De

Clerq.
l’%’he proceedings terminated shortly afterwards,

(18.)
“Rawp Datry Mam,” February 10th, 1905,
Responsipre Meermve Last Nigar.
A Drvoep Vore.

Mr. E, P. Solomon presided, and there were also present: Sir William Van Hulsteyn, Messrs.
J. W. Quinn, W. Kidger Tucker, C.3.G., T. M. Cullinan, Harry Solomon, T. 3L C. Nourse,
. B. P]aipenfus, Geo. A. Hay, A. E. Steytler, 0. J. J. van Wijk, Louw, Corbalfy, R. V. Middelton,
W. T. H. Frost, J. ﬁ}mlth, B. Alegander, C. H. Short, F. W. Bell, Henry Adler, K. Dunbar
Anderson, Howard Pim, Manfred Nathan, D. Dalgety, Geo. Kent, B. M. Cyonnolly, Rev, C. A,
Lane, P. Whiteside, R. Goldmann, W. F. Savage, E. Hancock, F. W. Leonard, &,

Mz. E. P, Soromon.

_The Chairman took his seat punctually at eight o'clock, and, having read the notice con-
vening the meeting, proceeded to read the following telegrams:-~(1) ]igrom the Chairman of
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the Central South Africa Republic workmen (sic): “ Congratulations on vour meeti i
every success, and beg to remind you that we are with you.g’ (Loud cheers.) (2) Fromcil idvﬁﬁg
M. R. Greenlees, Pretoria: “Best wishes for success of meeting and movement.” (Cheers.)
Proceeding, he said he had been asked by the Committes of the Transvaal Responsible Govern-
ment Association to preside there that evening, and he was sure, when he saw {hat large
intelligent body of men before him—(hear, hear)—that his duties as Chairman, which were
simply to direct the business of the meeting, would not be very heavy. The question which would
be submitted to them was of very great importance. It affected the future welfare and prosperit
of this country—(hear, hear)_—mand he thought when he assured them that it was of suc
1m30rtance that they would give the speakers who had been appointed to move the resolutions,
and to address them on those resolutions, # fair and proper hearing. (Hear, hear.) He thought
he could say, after a residence of fifteen years in this town, that the public of Johanneshurg
would appreciate the importance of this question, and would show the rest of South Africa
that they at any rate in Johannesburg would give the speakers to the resolutions that hearin
which they were entitled to on so important a question. As Chairman of the meeting he shoulg
merely introduce the subject before them to-night, and allow the movers of the resolutions to
address them, but he thought, on so important a question, they would allow him to say a few
words on the important subjects that would be brought hefore them,

A New Lgar.

They were turning another page in the political history of this country; the old order
of things was passing away; the Constitution that they had been working under for the last two
ears was about to be revoked, and a mew order of things was to take its place, and a new
onstitution wag to be presented to this gountry, What that new Constitution was to he he
could not tell them, but other folks—the Progressive Association—told them that the form of
Constitution was to be Representative only. (%heers and counter cheers.) He did not know by
what authority they could te]l them that; but, at any rvate, they were told the thing had been
settled. Until the Constitution had been promulgated, until it had been made a law and a
force in the country, it was the duty of every man who was in favour of Responsible Government
to give voice to his sentiments, so that the Home Government would know their opinions and
act sccordingly. (Hear, hear.) Until that Constitution had been promulgated they intended
to hold meetings and to submit resolutions in every town and village in the Travsvaal, and they
intended that the Home Government should know their views.

Tue ProPLE WITH THEM.

They knew that the mass of the people of the country were with them. (Cheers, and loud
shouts of “ No!”) Lord Milner had told them that the voting power of this country was 90,000.
The Progressives claimed to have 5,000, and he was therefore entitled to claim the Responsbles
had the vast majority of the balance. (*No, no") So long as they had that number behind
them they inten(Jled to voice their opinions and make the Home Government know that they,
the majority of the people of the Transvaal, were for Responsible Government. (Cheers and
eries of “ No,” and “ Home rule for the Transvaal.”) Another piece of advice that was given
to them had appeared that morning in the “ Rand Daily Mail,” and in it they were told that if
they got an adverse vote at that meeting they should stop their agitation. That meeting, large
snd important as it was, did not rule the whole country; and even if it gave an adverse vote they
would have the country behind them, and they would continue their agitation.

A%x OprosiTioNn STRONGHOLD,

He bade them remember that this was a stronghold of the opposition, and they were voting
in that stronghold. The resolutions to be proposed that evening were going straight to the
point. (Hear, hear.) All superfluous details had been removed, and the first and most important
resolution was one that said Responsible (tovernment should be granted to the country. The
gecond resolution was one with regard to one-vote-one-value and one-man-one-vote.

Having said as much, he would go on to the main question. (Speak out.) He had been
endeavouring for many weeks, yea, for months, to find out what were the objections against the
introduction into this eountry of Responsible Government, (Got no leader.) He had been told
two reasons, which were as X;)z)llnwa. (The Corner House.) The first is that they had no men.
That objection had heen removed, because their opponents told them they could find men, and
quite sufficient men in this country to take over the reins of Government. (Cheers.)

Brwagrg oF THE BoER.

The other abjection was, “ Beware of the Boer.” (Laughter.) Up to that afterncon, judging
from. the expressions in the organs of the representative bedy in Johannesburg, the press, Judgllig'
from the opinions expressed by leading men in that Association, he had come there prepared to
say that that objection had been removed. (Cheers.) But he regretted to suy, and he said
it ‘with extreme regret, that a circular had been issued in the town by 8 leading man in the
Progressive Party. (Name and Corner House.) He would name him and read his (ﬂrcu]ul(‘i
(Name.) He was a leading member of the Progressive Party—(name)—and_had sent aroun
the town these circulars hy certain persens. He had been fortunate in securing three or foué-
copfes of the circular, brought to him by the man who received them, (Traitor.) ‘Whilst Lﬁar
Milner and almost every member of the Civil Service and many outside of it had tried _toha ay
the racial feeling in the country, the writer of the circular tried to revive it, tried to relight the

.smouldering fires. (Name and cheers.)
21231

r
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Tae Raciat QUESTION,

He would now read them the letter, and h?; ahtiuld like ;hlel reporters to take notice of it,
it was of more impertance even than his speech. 1t was as lollows:— o
» f public ‘megting is being held by the Responsible (Government Association at tl_w
Wanderers' Hall on Thursday, the 19th instant, at 8 p.n. The motion before the meeting will
be that Responsible Government is required immediately. _

1 hope you will excuse me if I give reasons why I think it inadvisable at present,

I fee} that the immediate grant of Responsible Government would induce a strife for political
supremacy between the British and Dutch speaking citizens of this eountry, which would tend
to political uncertainty and unrest, also retard the development of both fown and_ country.
Would make money dear, restrict business, and from ever Rmnt of view would be deplorable.

T feel that the Duteh speaking citizens hope and still look forward to the possibility of a
Dutch South Africa, independent of the British Empire, and that this idea would be fostered
by having Responsible Government at present while Responsible Government 1s delayed unti] the
country ifs more prosperous that this hope may be fainter and the ideal in iheir mind less worth
striving for.

I go e if you are in my way of thinking, vou will attend the meeting to be held on the 8th, -
and while being perfectly orderly, yet record your opinion against t%e immediate grant of
Responsible Government, If these are your sentiments 1t is your duty to be present,

(Be in your seat at 7.20 p.m.)”

The signer of that letter, said Mr. Solomon, was J. Donaldson.

REesronstsLe GOVERNMENT.

Continuing, he said he would now deal with the question of Responsible Government, and
would tell them in as few words as possible, the objections they had to that form of Government.
The first wag that it had been condemmed by every British Colony that had gone under that
form of Government. (Hear, hear, and shouts of “ No.”) That form of Government was granted
Czﬁge Colony in 1852. Were they not so far advanced as Cape Colony was then? (Shouts of
“No.") Did they say no? Then he was very sorry for those people’s opinions that night.
(Hear, hear, and laughter.) Responsible Government was given the Cape Colony in 1874. Were
they no further advanced than Cape Colony was then? (Siouts of “No” and “ Yes.”) He said
at any rate, to be reasonable, they were as far advanced as Cape Colony was in 1874. Did they
kmow the extent of Cape Coiony‘s railways in that yearP—eight miles, Capetown to Wynberg.
Did they know what their revenue was? (A voice: “ Keep to the point.”) Their revenue was
£300,000, The second point was that the present members of the Government continue in
office. The third point, that by giving them Representative (rovernment it was an insult to
their intelligence, integrity, and manhood. (Hear, hear, and shouts of “ No.”) He did not wish

to detain them any lenger—(A voice: “Sit down,”)—and would call upon Mr. Papenfus to
move the first resolution. ) '
Ma. H, B. Parenrus.

Mr. H. B. Papenfus said the resolution he had the honour to propose read: “That i
gﬁ:mn of this meeting, the immedjate grant of a full measure opreIs);onsible Governmgzlltﬂ‘:g

country is absolutely essential to its progress and prosperity.” (Loud and prolonged
cheers.) From the enthusiastic manner in which they hadp received the resolution—{cheers)~—
it was almost unnecessary for him to add anything further. That was the first time on which
that clear proposition was put before this community of Johannesburg, and he was pleased to
note the enthusiastic reception which had been accorded it. What was it they were asking?
What did the resolution mean? It meant, in_plain language, that they, the people of this
country, claimed the right to elect their own legislature—(hear, hear)—and from those they
elected should be chosen the Ministry or the Executive of this country—(hear, hear)—and that

the Legislature shall be responsible to the people and the Mini i
B e s o the ;Jr.) ple and the Ministry, or the Executive through the

Nor Svrrasre.

‘i lf_t was v:.ry cerﬁfm 'th:;; the pmﬁent foli'm of Government was not
of this country. They had it on the authority of the Crown itself. i
Parliament was prorogued His Majesty stateg that it was his intentglhe’::: tc]i)?lf]éarﬂulﬁ:x? e:];gl
country a measure of Representative Government. The question was, as the Chairnlian hls
stated, how far would the Crown go—(voice: “That's just it.”)—and he had the answer to ﬂﬁ;t
question lay very much with the people of this country. The success that had invariabl
attended British rule was greatly if not exclusively owing to the fact that the Governm;ll’cl ah-g
always been willing to listen to those they governed, and in the present question if 1h‘l
presented & united front he had no doubt that the Imperial Government would concede to th X
request, He did not wish to be understood. (Loud laughter) He must beg their rdelr
igrbzhztié:psrﬁ hn‘g;uae. Het l;new :lﬁatcwhabeverl form of (tovernment they wereg to mceiler: w(::;
en them as a grant from the Crown., It was a matter that lay enti i
Prerogative. At the same time, if they made it clear to the Impeﬁzleagzzﬁn;%x? etﬁo {lﬂ
’

Ministers, to the Sovereign, that the majority of i

: ! y of the people were in favour of the i} ]
rant of Responsible Gov — AT our of the immediate
gcced 3o, ponsible Government (fheers and “ Noes.”)--he thought their request would be

suited to the requirements

Soug Opsecrions.

~ The Chairman had alveady dealt with some of the objecti i

immediate grant of Hesponsible Government, and heevv?i)&ﬁtl:?ai: 1:}11‘;}11r hiz(}lﬁeil;c?a}de b fthe
moments while he briefly drew their attention to some of the arguments which had b Ord?i e;fé
against Responsible Government. One of the arguments was that the time had ;?)12 ‘;rriltr%d
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(Quite right.) His invariable experience in conversation with those who held views opposite
to his own was t0 find that when asked why the time had not arrived they said, well, the cgll)mtry
had just emerged from a war, and was not yet settled. The obvious answer to this was that the
war had been over almost three years, and the country was just as settled as it ever would be.
(Loud cheers.) When asked a8 to when the country would be ripe for Responsible Government
his opponents invariably replied it would be ready in about two years. Why two years he did
not know. What was to happen, or what great event, or great revolution was to take place in
two years which would suit the country and the people for Responsible Government?

Tae Men Waerine.

Other well intentioned individuals said that if a period of Representative Government was
first granted they would have an opportunity of proving their men. In other words, the people
had not the elass of men to send to Parliament. In his opinion this statement was a_deliberate
insult to the intelligence of the community—(loud cheers)—and an insult to the intelligence of

the country. (Renewed cheers.) He contended that the people of Johannesburg and the country
. at 1arge would know what men to send to Parliament. (C?mers.) They would send men who

were fit o represent them, and men who would work for the interest of the country, and men
who were ﬁatrmtxc. (Cheers.) Another point raised as an objection to Respensible Government
was that they could not trust their Dutch fellow subjects. (Certainly you ean.) He was not one
of those who thought that every Dutchman was now an Englishman. It would be too scon to
entertain that idea, (Hear, hear,)

Tue Durca.

He knew that every Dutchman in the country was a British subject——(cheers)—and he kmew
that the Dutch—(a voice: “ What price the Cape?” and “ What price the Bond? "')—he knew
that the Dutch were a law abiding people. He knew that they had a respect for constitutional
authority; and he knew this, above all things, that they had an identity of interest, that their
interest was his interest, and their British fellow-subjects’ interest. (Cheers,) He felt satisfied
that those men were not going to subvent the veace and good order of the country, He knew
that they lived in the country, and he knew it was their interest to see that the country was
going to prosper. (Cheers.) He had now, he thought, dealt, so far as they lay within his
“knowledge, with the objections which were raised to the immediate grant of Responsible Govern-
ment, and he thought they would be with him when he said that those objections had nothing
in them. He said that ihey of this country were fit and proper people to rule this country. (Cheers,)
They were accustomed to free institutions—(cheers)—they were accustomed to govern them-
selves. (Renewed cheers.) He would ask them to banish craven fear, and to take the reine
of Government in their own hands; they were able to do it. (Cheers.) They had it on the
authority of the Crown that the present form of Government was unsuited to the country.
Personally he saw no reason for this transition perind of Representative Government. He could
understand Representative Government in the case of small Colonies which were gradually
developing, but they had in the case of the Transvaal a lusty man capable of doing his own
work and his own business. (Cheers.) ¥e would ask them to show by their votes to-night
that they were in favour of the resolution which he had the honour to propose. (Loud and
prolonged cheers.)

Mz, J. W. Quinw.

Mr. J. W..Quinn, who had a mixed reception, said that there were two thin%s which the
advocates of Responsible Government were asked almost every day of their lives. If they were
not asked by friends meeting them in the street, some of the newspapers, day in and day out, put
that question to them. Now, surely if questions were asked, they took it for granted that answers
would not be objected to, and therefore he proposed—with their consent, of course—because he
had had some little experience of their refusing their consentw(laudghter%-and therefore he
said advisedly, with a great deal of feeling, with their consent he would attempt to give answers
to those questions, Tge first question was what was the good of asking for the moon—or, in
other words, what was the use of calling out for something they knew perfectly well they could
not have? They would see. The press particularly had been going in for that sort of thing.
That gentleman who wrote the editorials of the “ Ster” at the very first moment when there
was a sign that part of the people of the place had political views which were opposed to those of the
“Star,” started—he said it deliberately—in the most unfair manner to misrepresent their objects
and distort and twist their speeches, and generally throw ridicule on the whole movement. (Hear,
hear.) One gentleman who had the honour of being one of the very first in the place to speak
for Responsible Government, being aggrieved, and justly so, at the rough and unjust treatment
he recerved from that paper, replied 1n a manner which amouanted to a rap on the knuckles to

the gentleman who wrote the editorials.

AN EXTRAORDINARY SPECTACLE.

Then they had the extraordinary spectacle of the editor of the paper, which he at least
considered to be the leading paper in the town, if not in South Africa, taking up n large amount
of space to prove that he was a fit and proper person to express opinions on political subjects.
(Laughter.) A number of persons accepted that assurance, and others had their doubts. In
any case, the same question was put to them every night: * Why do you go on asking the thing
which you know you can’t get?” Following the lead of that paper. a number of the politicians
of the place took up the same cue, and at the meeting held in that hall quite recently a gentleman
of Radiealism, whose Radical backbone seemed to have become affected by the climale, repeated
on that platform the same question. He referred to Mr. Michael Dodd. He made a number of

21251 P2
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llusions to legs of mutton, rossts of beef, motor cars and cabs, and then he went on with
3omething to tﬁia effect: “ The Imperial Government has decided upon the form of Government

ou are to have, and you will get no other.” He was followed by the gentleman whom they
Might ask if there wera sufficient men in the country to rule it pro rly, the gentleman who
had once assured them that there were more brains o the square inch 1n this country than in
- any other part of the world, (Cheers.) He was sorry to say that the rest of that gentleman’s
speech was just two columns of evidence in opposition to the statement he had made.

Sous CrrricisM.

Well, ke also, and he (Mr. Quinn) wished to sny on that platform that if there was & man
in Johannesburg who had greater respect for the services doue by that same gentleman, for the
political services given to this place, there was no man in Johannesburg whe had a greater
respect than he had, and_therefore it was with the greater regret that he read his speeches,
found them full of contradictions, and those speeches that night remained the strongest ossible
arguments in favour of their contention. (Cheers.) But he took up the chorus, and he gaid
it was no use asking for something they could not get. Let them think just for a moment,
that same gentleman, a gentleman of rare gifts, whose tongue had charmed thousands in Johan-
nesburg; let them just go back a few years. (Give it Leonard.) Yes, Mr. Leonard was the
gentleman. (Hisses.)

Expry ADVICE.

Let them recall the speeches he used to make, let them recall the articles the “ Star " uged
to print, and then ask themselves what sense there was in the empty advice given by those same
people to-day. If they had learned anythin%, it was to go on agitating until they got what
they thought they ought to bave; they had learned it from such men as Mr. J. W. Leonard.
{(Cheers) In the pre-war duys they were told they would not get this and the other. If they
were then advised to agitate and never rest until they got i, gurely if that advice held good

- under those conditions 1t held good under those of to-day, (Cheers.) And their. answer to the
question wag simply that they were going on agitating until they did get what they were rightly
&nd justly entitled to. (Cheers.)

Tur PRoGRESSIVES, t

A remarkable thing happened at the meeting to which he had referred. (“ Chinese,” and
laughter.) No, their friends carefully left out of their programme, or their written programime,
any reference whatever to the question of Responsible Government. He asked them to just
imagine a body of gentlemen coming to a public meeting and leaving absolutely out of their
programme the one thing which divided the ¢ommunity, and not referring to it in their written
programme, but their hearts were so full of the subject that every one of them dealt at con-
eiderable length with the Responsible Government question, and when the end of the meetin
drew nigh, there had been certain ominous rumblings. With nervous haste, which evidenceg
their fear, these gentlemen simply scampered from the platform to put out the lights. (Cheers.)

A FEW ARGUMENTS.

Someone had been asking for arguments. He would try to give some at least. But it was
only human w;(,aakness, when a rare opsortunity occurred, to take a chanee of * having a bit of
our own back,” to use a vulgarism, and he could not resist the temptation, (Hear, hear,) The
firat question was, why could they not wait a year or two before they got Responsible Govern-
ment? (Cheers.) They would allow him as & citizen of the town who had taken some little
interest In its affairs and given some little time to the consideration of those things, to say
why personally he was opposed to any intermediate stage whatever, if only for three months,
After the war he began to ask himself what was to be the future of the country, and he appealed
to every man who had in his heart the interests of the country to listen to him while he toﬁpthem
why he arrived at his conclusions. He came to the conclusion that the one hope for the place
for the whole Transvaal, and, in sympathy with the whole of the Transvaal, the whole of goutb’t
Africa—the one hope was an amalgamation, if possible. If they could not have that, let them
Ezﬁzett}xi next best thing pos:ilble, {tilllldt let ef&ar ‘0(1]19 of them endeavour to do their pa’rt at least

_to sweep away everything that would hinder some sort of fri i
determination to weld together for the general good. (Hear, hearﬂ.) friendly wderstanding and a

Dorer Qemizon.

He was anxious to know what the Duteh of the country would sa

would give him credit for having free and independent oph)l'ious regarﬂinzn%t}:fcﬁh%lﬁﬁzlfhg
any other matter. They must not forget that the Dutch people were to-day a solid "halt at Jeast
of the country. And they could not take liberties with halves of countries anywhere. (Cheers.)
He asked what the Dutch wanted. He was not %uided in areiving at a conclusion on that point
by the opinions of extreme men. It was his solid conviction that if there was to be peace in
the country they must eliminate from every class extreme men on both sides. (Cheers )p There

fore he endeavoured to find out what were the ])olitical opinions of the respected both by British
and Dutch. What did they find men like De Ja Rey saying? At Krugersdorp, in quieyt lain
homely, honest, sincere language, he said he and his people would have no part i any Parllié, ent
that did not confer on them Responsible Government. (Cheers) He further said he ad t!ﬁ}tted
that amongst many who opposed that view there were men of great understanding, byt hm1 id
they did not know where they were going. (Cheers and hisses.) B bub ho sl
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Worra Tuoverr.

These words were worth thinking over. Une other thing the General said, the ouly other
thing ke wished fo refer to. The General said e did not cage whether & man had only %rrived
in the country within the last two years, or whether he had been there before the war, or whatever
his nationality, he said if that man was desirous of making this country khis home, and if he was
willing to work for its success, he would take his hand and be friendly with him to-morrow.
(Loud cheers.) He (Mr. Quinn) belioved that General De la Rey on that occasion fairly repre-
sented the views of the great proportion of his countrymen. {(Hear, hear) If these ople
were prepared to meet the British section, as distinguished from the Dutch section, alt ough
they ought not to be distinguished, if they were prepared to meet on & common platform and work
for the common good, he was prepared to believe their professions of loyalty. Not one single
word nor_one single act of theirs justified the unjust and scurrilous abuse that was beaped on
them in the papers. (Cheers.) That was one reason why he advocated Responsible Government,
but there were others. They had had a Government in existence for some three years, but he
was not going to start and single out members of that Govesnment for special abuse or special
blame, but he would say, without any intention of being offensive to any one of that Govern-
ment, that that form of Government could be tolerated only for a time. (Hear, hear.)

HongsT INTENTIONS,

They were doing their best with the best and most honest intentions men eould possibl
have. That best had resulted in a series of blunders, costly blunders, which had proved beyon
question the soomer that state of things was put an end to the better. (Cheers) They must
remember, first of all, that the bulk of the peopls of this country were enjoying the fullest
possible political freedom long before most of them came here ai all. What would Represen-
tative Government mean to them? (Voices: “Trusts.”) It would meau that they would have
what he might call a political Madame Tussaud, They would have a number of figures worked
by a string, removable at will, but not removable at t{\e will of the people, There would be a
gemblance of power—{voice, “ Russia ")—while the real thing would be kept from the people.
There was another reason for objecting to Representative Government,

Porrticar Conrricr.

He did not fear political conflict, TLet it come; let each side have the same measure of
politieal liberty, and fight their battles out in the Legislative Council. (Cheers.) Another
reason, and one equally as important as any other, was that he would like the people to take
into consideration the effect of the influence of an important class of this country on a nominated
Cabinet. Legislation mighe be taken in hand during the two or three years during which they
might agree to Representative Government which the people would never be able to undo.
(Cheem.{ In this place, peculiarly situated as they were, and almost unlike any other place in
the world, already an attempt existed to get the political power, or the monopoly of it, into the
hands of a few—(loud cheersj—and it behoved them to guard againet this. In the letter which
the Chairman had read it was stated that Responsible Government would make dear money—
in other words, it might interfere with the aims and objects of those J)eo&le whose only aums
and objects, and whose one consideration in the country was bigger dividends. (Loud cheers.)

Mr. Quinn resumed his seat amidst loud cheers.

The resolution was then put to the meeting, and although a forest of hands were held up
against it, the Chairman declared it carried amid renewed cheers,

Mz, W, R. Tocger, C.M.G.

. 'W. Ridger Tucker, C.M.G., moved the second resolution as follows:—

%Ilfatvghen(h%ler in Council conferring Responsible Government upon this ,(:Julon should
ombody the following principles:—* One man, one vote; one vote, one value;” and should,
moregver, provide for the automatic readjustment of seats in the several electoral districts of

i . eers. .

this gﬁzliiﬁugl(lghevery)body recognised that it was only fair that every man should stand level
when it came to the question of a vote. Lt was not a question as to whether a man bad maﬁay
properties or very little, whether he was a millionaire or had enly just sufficient to keep him
alive—that should have nothing to do with his right {o have a vote. (Cheers.) That was the
first proposition. Another proposition was that one vote should have one value. (Cheers.) That
was to say that, whether a man was vesident in Johannesburg, in Volksrust, or anywhere else
in the country, his vote once given for his candidate for Parliament should have the sume weight
as in any other part of the country. (Cheers.) For that, it was necessury that . there should
be an arrangement by which automatic redistribution of seats could beﬁbmqght‘ about; and they
asked. in addition to the resolution they had already passed, that the Constitution granted them
should at the same time fix those principles, so that there might never arice amongst them any

dispute on matters of that kind. (Cheers.) )

Mz. Peren WHITESIDE,

iteside seconded the resolution. His task was an easy one, because Jt appeared:
frothliiengexiwe‘;ggxlltges:mz which had taken place in the free press of J ofmnnesbu that the
rinciple of one man one vote, and one vote one value, was a principle which rommgnded itself
?o every citizen of the town. (Hear, hear.) It appeared to him that that wus prlpclpley}lmh
required very little argument. Every citizen who was a taxpayer, who paid his qrote towards
the management and good government of the country had a right to expect a vote and 4 say
in the government of the country. (Hear, hear.) It was ouly by means of that V/atﬁ having

N
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an equal value for all classes that legitimate influence could be exercised upon any government.
The principle of one man one vote, and one vote one value, would further have a tendency to
broaden the basis and make every man have the same influence in the country, and no more and
no less than his fellows. It would also have the effect of bringing the people more closely
together than would be the case under any system of Representative Government. (Hear, hear,
and interruption.) Only by the legitimate exercise of the influence which the vote gave every
citizen could each section place its views before other sections in a manner to command respect.
Every section in the community, whether laboar or capital, had some particular question which
it understood better than the others, and only the Bgrmcxple of one man one vote would give
each section adequate representation. He considered that every white British subject in the
country should have a vote. (Hear, hear.) The parliamentary franchise should be made as wide
a¢ possible, and furthermore, the qualification for voters should not exceed at the outside six
months’ residence for a white British subject. (Hear, hear.) One more point which required
attention was that of revision of the voters” roll. Scotland was the only country where automatic
revision of the roll was carried out, and it worked adwirably. Some provision also should be
made for that, as they knew many working men had to move about the country, and if no such
provision was made a great number of the workers would lose their votes.

Sowe Vrtar Questions,

He thought everyone present was interested in the question of the government of the
country, and it was to the interest of every man who had the welfare of the country at heart
to see he was well governed; and therefore it was only by means of Responsible Government—
(cheers and counter cheers)—combined with manhood suffrage that they were going to have
in this country what they all intended they would have. A man who ¢njoyed the privilege
of the franchise should have a sense of the responsibility it entailed. (“ Volte” and u roar.{
He was perfectly in favour of the aulomatic redistribution of seats. They knew perfect]gr wel
what trouble had been experienced, not only in the Old Country, but in other self-governed
Colonies on this question, but with automatic redistribufion they would save a great deal of
party strife in this country. (Hear, hear.) As he did not enjoy the privilege of being a member
of the Responsible Government Association, he wished to express his sense of the courtesy
extended in giving him an opportunity of supvorting their movement on the broad principle
of obtaining Responsible Government. ~(Cheers.)

The Chairman then put the resolution, and declared it carried by “ three thousand te one,”
an announcement which was received with deafening cheers. .

Mz, T, M. CorLinaw.

_Mr. T. M. Cullinan, who was accorded a warm reception, proposed the next resolution,
which was as follows:—

That the foregoini resolution be transmitted to the Governor with a request that the
same be cabled to the British Guvernment as an expression of the opinion of g
public meeting held in Johannesburg on this day.

In doing so, Mr. Cullinan observed that the importance of the resolution, when they came
to consider the position taken up by the Johaunesburg papers and the press at home, was
enormous. He had it on good authority that Mr. Lyttelton expressed the other day the opinion
:t‘hat there was nobody m Johammesburg who wanted Responsible Government. (A voice:

There are some here to-night.”) Those mistakes should be corrected. (Cheers,) They could
not have it go forth to the world fhat there was nobody in Jobannesburg who wanted Responsible
g}foxeﬁn}’ent,de??lyng }’I)lat at the meeting there at least two-thirds were in favour of it. (Cries

an es.

Svcerrry Wanrrp.

The meeting was held in the stronghold of the Representative Party. Tt was onl i
of what they could get in Johannesgurg for Responsible Govemmgnt. (Chszaers.)Y : f?ﬁgg
canvassed the town they would find two-thirds of it in favour of Responsible Government,
(Cheers and hisses.) They had It stated, he continued, that they were represented by influential
South Africans on the oiher side. What they wanted, he coninued, was sincerity in South
African polities, They wanted sincere men—it did not matter whether they only came to the
country yesterday or not; if he was Sgincere he would take him and shake his hand, There were
many reasons why they were wanting Responsible Government. They had a native question
which was a burning question, and one that required immediate consideration. Could they settle
1t under ReprJegentatlve Government? They were trying to work for & unanimous South Afriea
They wanted the States federated and worked into one solid mass later on. How were they going
to do that if they were kept putting off the time when they were to have Responsible Government

If they got Representative Government to.morrow ii would be ten years before they got

Responsible Government, What position would th m wi
would be all on one side in g solidpmass.n (Cl;leeru.) “ then bo fn with the Dutch peoplef "They

Me. R. Gormuany,

. Mr. R. Goldmann, seconding the resolution, said he must express his si

administrative etiquette prevented His Excellency Lord Milnereﬁging glgse‘z?ag;e arr‘?g;:gailil;;
1}1@ that, a1d with his own eyes and ears see and hear what went on at s political meetin
in Johanueshurg. He felt certain that he would be the very first man to counteract thesg
insidious and ¢vil things which were sent home to London as ‘an expression of public o inion
in Jotignneshurg. He need not draw their attention to the correspondence which recent y was

gent frin Johannesburg to one of the most influential papers in Londen, “The Times -
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(cheers)—saying that the Responsible Goverr;.ment Party r inki i
arty represented the non-thinking sec
fﬁ the Iele,ct'omte. He would ask them to look at the platform and at those in the hiuguiii'lff;ﬁ
toetrﬁse“v%s; if t],x,ey represented the non-thinking section of the community. He had uo objection
BP 1mesl _corresvondent, ss partisun, as ussistant secretary to the Lepresentative (rovern-
:a?zlei ene;rt,}r, ¢ alflﬁgkiofhhlf, party & monopoly of intellect, but ke did object 1o him us corre-
off) J%]Lan l:.)eé.;)llﬂ’i;? r Like the London * Times deliberately atlempting to misrepresent the feelig
¢ resolution wus then put und was earried, with only about nine dissenten
The Chairman then declared the meeting closed, ¥ shont mine dissenters

No. 18.
Govervor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. LYTTELTON.
{Received March 4, 1905.)

Sim, Governor’s Office, Johannesburg, February 13, 1905.
Wirh reference to my despateh of to-day’s date* I have the honour to
enclose, for your information, copies of resolutions passed at a public meeting held
at Germiston on the 7th February, 1905, on the subject of Representative Govern-
ment in the Transvaal, :
I have, &c.,

MILNER,
Governor.

Enclosure in No. 18.

Sir, Box 263, Germiston, February 8, 1905.

I mave the honour to forward, for your information, certain resolutions
carried unanimously last night by a numerously attended meeting of the public of
this district, and beg to commend Resolution No. 4 for your special consideration.

I have, &c.,
A, G. Greex,
Honorary Secretary of Meeting.

Resolution No. 1.
That, in the opinion of this meeting, the Constitution of the Transvaal Colony
should contain the prineiple of one man one vote.
Resolution No. 2.

That, in the opinion of this meeting, the Constitution for the Transvaal should
rovide for the establishment of electoral divisions on the basis of voters from the
eginning, and that, as far as possible, each division should represent an equal

number of voters, and embody, therefore, the principle of one vote one value.

Resolution No. 3.

| That, in order to maintain the equality of the electoral districts, this meeting
is of opinion that provision should be made in the Constitution for the automatic

redistribution of seats periodically.
Resolution No. 4.

That copies of these resolutions be sent to His Excellency the Lieutenant-
Governor for transmission to the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

His Excellency the Lieutenant—Govqrnor,
Transvaal Colony.

'* No. 11,
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No. 19.
Goverxor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. LYTTELTON.
(Received March 4, 1905.)

: Governor’s Office, Johannesburg, February 13, 1905.
Wite reference to my despatch of to-day’s date* I have the honour
to enclose, for your information, a copy of a resolution passed by the Wolmaransstad
branch of the Transvaal Progressive Association, on the subject of Representative

Government in the Transvaal. ‘
I have, &c.,
MILNER,

Governor.

SIR,

g~

Enclosure in No. 19.

Tue PresmenT, Transvaal Progressive Association, Wolmaransstad, to
Viscount MiLxer, Johannesburg,

TELEGRAM.

February 11, 1905. At meeting Wolmaransstad branch of Transvaal Pro--
gressive Association, the following resolution was unanimously passed :—

Begins: This meeting respectfully desire His Excellency Viscount Milner
to strongly represent to the Imperial Government its conviction that no-
Constitution will be acceptable which does not contain provisions
ensuring at the outset and future equal power and privileges for each
voter, and which does not embody the principles of equality of electoral’
districts on the basis of voters and automatic distribution. Ends.

No. 20.
Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. LYTTELTON.

(Received March 11, 1905.)

Siw, Governor’s Office, Johanneshurg, February 20, 1905.

I mavE the honour to enclose, for your information, a copy of a resolution
passed at a public meeting of coloured people on the 3rd February, od the subject of"
the rights of coloured people under the proposed new Constitution.

I have, &c.,
MILNER,
Governor.

Enclosure in No. 20.

ResoLution passed at a Public Meeting of Coloured People, held on the
3rd February, 1905.

. That it scems possible that self-government will be granted to the Transvaal f
in the near future, ‘

We, the coloured subjects of His Majesty King Edward VII, do hereby wish
to propose to His Majesty’s Government that in framing the new Constitution for
the Transvaal, His Majesty’s Government will not forget the just rights of His
Majesty’s coloured subjects, or allow them to be tampered with., Unless provision
is made to this effect we are sure a great injustice will be meted out to His Majesty’s.
coloured subjects.

* No. 18,
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No. 21.
Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. LYTTELTON.
(Received March 11, 1905.)

Six, Governor’s Office, Johanneshurg, February 20, 1905.
Wire reference to my despatch of the 13th instant* I have the honour
to enclose, for your information, a copy of a resolution passed at a public meeting
held at Gezina, a suburb of Pretoria, on the 10th February, 1905, on the subject
of Representative Government in the Transvaal.
I have, &c.,

MILNER,
Governor.

Enclosure in No. 21.
ResoLuTion passed at a public meeting held at Gezina, a suburb of Pretoria, on the
10th February, 1905.
Proposed by Mr. I. Jenkins; seconded by Mr. Fliteroft :—

That in the opinion of this meeting the immediate grant of a full measure
of Responsible Government is absolutely essential to its progress and
prosperity.

No. 22,
Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. LYTTELTON.
(Received March 11, 1905.)

SIR, Governor’s Office, Johannesburg, February 20, 1905.
Wire reference to my despatch of fo-day's date,f I have the honour
to enclose, for your inforfnation, copies of resolutions passed by “The People”
Association at Ermelo, on the 13th February, 1905, on the subject of Representative
Government in the Transvaal,
I have, &c.,

MILNER,
Governor.

Enclosure in No. 22.

General Boraa to Hicr CoMMISSIONER.
(Translation.)

Your EXCELLENCY, Ermelo, February 14, 1905.
Herewits I have the honour to forward to Your Excellency copies of two
resolutions which were passed unanimously at a meeting held at Ermelo on the
13th February, 1905, at which about 600 persons were present, with the courteous
request that you will, after perusal, forward same to the Imperial Government.
With deepest respects, &.,

His Excellency Lord Milner, Louis Boraa.
High Commissioner for South Africa,
Johannesburg.
‘ (L)
(Translation.)
RESOLUTION.

This meeting of the public of the town and district of Ermelo, having resolved
to establish a branch of “ The People " Association, and bem% acquainted with the
contents of the Vereeniging Treaty, is of opinion that when the time comes to make
a change in the form of government, no other than complete self-government should

be instituted. _ _ _ . _ _
‘Resolved, to request the Chief Committee to give notice of this to His

Exoellency Lord Milner.
Proposed by : W. H. Buhrmann,
Seconded by : 8. J. Grobler.

* No. 13 : 1 No. 21
2123t Q
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2)
(Translation.) | o .
This meeting of the Ermelo wards of “The People” Association Iesoives

"

request the Chief Committee to bring to the notice of His Excellency Lor'd Milner :
That the conditions of the Vereeniging Treaty affect the Orange River Colony
as well as the Transvaal;

it i inior i 1 iver Colony should at
That it is the opinion of this meeting that the Orange River Colony sic

the same time be oi?ered any change in P%hfz form of government whlchTmlght bei
introduced here, This is in accordance with the general wish of the Transvaa

blic.
P Proposed by : J. N. H. Grobler.
Seconded by : J. Davel.

No. 23.
Govirvor VISCOUNT MILNER to Me. LYTTELTON.
(Received Mareh 11, 1905.)

Sir, Governor'’s Office, Johannesburg, February 20, 1905.

Wire reference to my despatch of to-day’s date* I have the honour
to enclose, for your information, newspaper cuttings on the subject of Representa-
tive Government in the Transvaal

I have, &e.,
MILNER,
. Governor. g

Enclosures in No. 23.

1)
* Srar,” February 11th, 1905,
MgeTING aT PRETORIA.
RESPONSIBLE GGOVERNMENT FAVOURED BY A Narzow MAIORITY.

Protoria, Friday (Special),~A public meeting of residents of the suburh of Gezina, called
by Mr. Izaak Haarhoff, took place in the public schoolroom at Gezina, to-night. - The object of
the meeting was to discuss the present political situation.

On the platform were Messrs, Izaak Haarhoff (chairman), Edward Rooth (member of the
Pretoria Committee of the * People’s Union”), Saunderson, Jenkins, and Troutman, There
were about 150 gentlemen present, both English and Dutch being well represented.

Iu opening the proceedings, the Chairman stated the object of the meeting, and introduced
Mr. Edward Rooth, who, he said, had been specially asked to speak.

Mr. Edward Rooth said he was pleased to see such a large and representative gathering
there that night, The meeting had not been convened for the purpose of forming a branch of
“ Het Volk.” The object was to discuss the political situation. They were at present under a
~ form of Crown Colony government, or in other words, they were paying taxes now without having

any representation, Well, this state of affairs had to cease. (ﬁear, %ear.) He esplained what

was meant by Responsible Government and by Representative Government, the latter of which
was a kind of hybrid government. As far as they Jmew, they were going to get Representative
Government., He referred to the two political partie in existence at Johannesburg, and the
recently formed Boer organisation calfed- the “People’s Union.” The objects of the latter,
he asserted, had been misrepresented, and he thought the Press had not adopied a fair attitude
with regard to the organisation. He thought this was doing the cause of the Boer party a great
deal of harm, especially in Europe. He quoted Mr. Abe Bailey's letter in ’lﬁ:e Star” of
February 6, in which Mr. Bailey stated that the People’s Union was run on the lines of the
Cape Bond party. Mr. Rooth held that that wae absolutely inconsistent with facts. (A voice:
“ Oh, oh! What about the leaders?”) He further referred to a leader in “ The Star” of
February 8, with reference to the flag question. He maintained that the Boers had absolutely
given up the flag question. (Several voices: *“No, no. What about Hans Burger?”), The
speaker said they should fake the spirit, and not the letter, of Mr. Hans Burger's words.
(Launghter,) He thought it was not generous or fair to discredit the assurances of the Boer
leaders with regard to the flag question. (Hear, hear) He held that any man who tried to

* No. 22
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subvert the present Government was a traitor, whether Boer or Briton. (Apvlause Wi
regard to the pro;i;osed form of new government, they had heard nothing gu%)l'{)oritati)ve frtlxt::
Downing Street about Representative Government. (Several voices: ““'We have,”) He held
that the large majority of the Transvaal public were in favour of Responsible Government.
(Applause.) That was proved by the Responsible Government Party meeting in J ohannesbhurg
the previous night, The people had lost confidence in the majority of the members of the present
Government. If the Du‘t(ch were uot trusted now, could they be trusted in two or five years’
time. (Severa] voices: “ No. ) _If the Imperial Government graciously trusted them now,
and granted them full Responsible Government, they would prove themselves worthy of that
trust. He referred to the recent Klerksdorp meeting of the Progressive Party, which, he said,
was called in a hole and corner manner, and was conducted by a peripatetic member of that
organisation. (Laughter.) He considered the unjustifiable attack made by a speaker at th
meeting on Sir Richard Solomon as disgraceful. ~ (Applause.) FHe considered they were well
able to conduet their own affairs and government. (Applause.) With regard to the nafive
question, that could not be settled definitely without there being a proper House of Representa-
tives. He thought no thinking man could say much detrimental on either side of the question
of “one vote, one value.” However, if that policy was carried out, some thinly populated
districts would get no member at all, He feared that some day a great gold trust, something
; like a glorified De Beers, might be formed here, (Laughter) If thot happened, there was a

‘t‘errlble future staring them in the face. It behoved them to very carefully consider the question

ong vote, one va]_ue.” He referred to a statement made by Lord Milner, on January 10, when
his lordship, in his usual diplomatic manner, said he was not quite decided on that question.
(I_;au%hter.) He asked them to cast aside all personal and racial questions, and to work harmeo-
niously for the future welfare and happiness of the people of the country, and for the establish-
ment of 2 great white netion in South Africa. (Applause.)

Mr. Jenkins moved : —

That in the opinion of this meeting, the immediate granting of full Responsible Govern-
ment to this country is absolutelv essential to this country and its prosperity.

In support of his'motion, Mr. Jenkins said he was glad to see so many working men present.
The working men were the backbone of the country. (Applause.) People who had no interests
in the country did not care a rap for the welfare of the country or what form of government
they were going to get. Those who had interests at stake were of opinion that they were quite
fit for full Responsible Government, and that was what they wanted. He asked them to vote
: accnrdmgFto their eonvictions. *

Mr, Fliteroft seconded Mr. Jenkins’s motion.

In reply to Mr. Nicholson, Mr. Rooth said the people of this country were certainly ugainst
taking over any debts or obligations incurred by previous Governments.

Mr. F. T. Nicholson said Mr. Rooth was a member of “The People’s Union,” and he would
like that gentleman to explain the policy of his party. Hitherto they had had no explunation
of that policy. (Cheers,) If the Dutch party wanted, as they had said, to co-operate with all
white men in the Transvaal and Orange River Colony, it was their bounden duty to state their
policy before asking the Dritish section to co-operate with them.

he Chairman ruled the speaker out of order. i

Mr. Nicholson: Well, unless the Boer party state their policy elearly, I am not prepared
to vlote ei)ther one way or the other with them, with regard to Responsible Government. (Loud
applause,

PP Mr. J. S. Cowie, senr., said Mr. Rooth had come there as the representative of the Bond
Party of the Transvasl. (Loud applause.) They should not let themselves be hoodwinked. The
policy of “ Het Volk” was, “ Kick out those who do mot agree with us.” (Applause.) The
statutes of * Het Volk” Association gave the people no chance of acting according to their own
personal opinions. (Applause.) The statutes clearly prescribed that the members of that union
should submit to the decision of the Head Committee, which meant Church Square, Pretoria.
(Loud applause.) This meant that the members generally of that party would not be allowed to
exercise their own opinion. (Applause) He begged to move as an amendment to the previous

resolution : —

That this meeting is in favour of a full measure of Responsible Government being granted
to the Transvaal Colony in the near future.

Mr. Vere Stent seconded Mr. Cowie’s amendment, snd said Mr. Rooth forgot to state that
last night in Johannesburg resolutions were also passed in favour of one voter one vote, one vote
one value, and automatic redistribution at staied intervals. I(A.pglause.) He held that the
leaders of © Het Volk,” in stating at their meeting that nothing but Responsible Government
would satisfy them, were not adhering to the solemn ﬁ]edge which they made in the Treaty of
Peace, signed at Vereeniging. (Applavse.) He further held that, if they wanted to govern
themselves they should take over some of the obligations at present resting on the community.
It was dishonest to advocate a policy of repudiation of the debts of this country. He was con-
vinced that they were not yet ripe for full Responsible Government, and he hoped they would
vote for Mr, Cowie’s amendment. _ _ ) ¢

Mr. Sanderson (Secretary of the Pretoria Trades and Labour Council) spoke in support o
Mr. Jenkins’s motion for the immediate granting of full Responsible Government.

Mr. Dunlop said the conditions at present existing 1n the Transvaal were not such as to
advocate the policy of * one vote one value.” The mining community was dml;i 1ncre_n;slngtq
and had only one object in view, and that was to get the gold out of the country. They did no
study the people of other districts at all. He moved as a further resolution that:--

i i i i ia, 1 inl the
This public meeting held at Gezina, a suburb of Pretoria, is of opinion that, under t
pcircumstance% of the country’, and in view of the congested floating population.

21251 Q2
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jstributi i 1 the basis of one
t one centre, a distribution of seats in Parliament on :
:?‘nltleec;;g 3:1133 w?guld be detrimental o the genernl \yelfare and the bef;t ﬁl'llwmm
of the country, and resolves that a copy of this resolution be sent to Lord Milner.

. Meck econded Mr. Dunlop’s motion, _ : ,
ﬁ: Cg::vizfilj}fllriﬁ sseconded by Mr, \%re Stent, moved, as an amendment to Mr. Dunlop’s

motion ;- o
That the prineiple of one man one vote, one vote one value, and automatic redistribution,
be affirmed. .
i , ie, 1 to 37 votes,
te being taken, the amendment by Mr. Cowae, jun., was carried by 63 \ .
81:; ﬁ ;Srﬁher vgte bein}fr taken, the original motion by Mr. Jenkins, in favour of the immediate
ble

i 1l Responsible Government, was carried by the narrow majority of seven votes.
granfin&toef :fu t}mnl?;) tgstlhe chairman and Mr. Edward Rooth concluded the proceedings.

(2)
“ Srar,” February 13th, 1305,
“Her VoLk.”
MzetiNG At PIETERSBURG.
Viorent SPeecH 3Y (GENERAL BEYERS,

Pietersburg, Sunday (Special).—An cutstanding feature of the meeting held here yesterday,
to establish a branch of “ Het Volk,” was the speech delivered by General Beyers. e and
Mr. A. D. Wolmarans arrived from the country districts about noon, and, in the afternoon,
addressed a meeting in Hughes' Hall, convened for the purpose of adopting the statutes of the
new Boer organisation, Numbers of Dutch-speaking people attended, and the audience included
several inhabitants not in sympathy with the new association. .

Mr. Munnik, President of the Boeren Vereeniging, took the clair, and, in his opening speech,
tendered a hearty welcome to the delegates.

General Beyers, after thanking the meeting for the welcome, said they had been accused
by their own people of sitting still, while other associations were formed. The time was mow
ripe for them to form a union, in order to make their voice heard on what the people considered
was the best for the prosperity and welfare of the country. Alr, Abe Bailey had said that “ Het
Volk” was a semi-military organisation, but it was no such thing.

He then read the articles of the constitution, which, on being put to the vote, wore unani-
mously adopted, on behalf of Pietersburg and wards, Rhenosterpoort and Marabastad, and
committees were elected, That chosen for Pietersburg comprised Messrs. Theunis Kleinenber%
{the Mayor), . G, Munnik (President of the Boeren Vereeniging), Grobler (former Volksraad
member), Krause, Mintz, Van der Berg, and Snymun.

The meoting was then addressed by Mr. Wolmarans, who said “Het Volk” welcomed
evex?mne to its fold. He denied the truth of the statement made in Johannesburg that the Boers
would try to retain by the ballot-box what they had lost by the Mauser. Referring to the
30 millions war guarantee, he said the capitalists had been so anxious to shake Mr, Chamberlain’s
hand that they agreed, on behalf of the country, to accept this liability on paper, but he advised
them not to accept the burden and to have nothing to do with it. The capitalists wanted to
sweep the Africanders, who had made South Africa what it was, off the face of the earth, “ Het
Volk” was an organisation which would make for good fellowship and brotherly feeling.

The speaker inveighed chiefly against the capitalists,

Gieneral Beyers next made a violent speech. Speaking at first quietly, he later indulged in
several strong remarks. He said no doubt the Government was trying to do its best, but the
results of its endeavours were sufficient to show that it was utterly incompetent. Much had
been talked about conciliation, but he failed to see where conciliatory measures had been offered.
He compared the Government to a huge boulder rolling down hill, and gaining speed in ite
descent. It wished to stop its downward movement by offering what was called a concession
in the shape of Representative Government. This was merely a Prup, and would only act as.
a brake on the downward course to ruination. He advised the people to accept nothing less than
Responsible Government, so that the country mi%ht be restored to a stale of prosperity. If
things continued as they were now, some people, British as well as Boers, woul«f have to steal
to put bread in their families’ mouths, and the consequence would be that they would act like
that man Bezuidenhout, who threw himself down behind a big stone, and used his rifle to defend
himself. (Cheers) [This was in reference to the incident that formed the origin of the
Slachter's Nek rebellion in 1815-16. Frederick Bezuidenhout defied the Judges of the Circuit
Court, at Graaff-Reinet, in 1815, and was shot in the act of resisting the Under-Sheriff, who
had been sent to aﬁprehend him.]

Continuing, the speaker declared that men would become desperate, and went on: “You
know what it is, burghers, when men are desperate. It will lead to another war in South Afriea
if the Government does not treat us more fairly.”

Dealing with the £3,000,000 compensation, he said the Govarnment said a long time ago .
that this was a gift, but they had not received that gift yet. Was that a brotherly action?’
(A voice: “It's progressive,” and laughter,) The British had captured the people’s horses and
vaitle. He did not say they had no right so to do, but the least they could have done after
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the war was to come forward and say: “Here is your stock at reasonable prices,” i
charging £2?: ta £25 for an ox or a mule, which ias 80 poor that it uouldpscu:‘:elyu::itf;?\il 1(t]f
own bones. The people had consequently been compelled to bond their farms on first, socond
and even third mortgages. After selling cattle to the burghers for enormous prices, the Govern-
ment had closed the roads on account of tick fever before they got home, which meant: “ Now,
there you are, you can sit there and starve.” All the veterinary surgeous should be kicked out
of the countri.

[It may here be recorded that the roads were closed on representations made by the local
Boeren Vereeniging, a Dutch organisation.]

The Gereral t en criticised the native policy, and said, if Responsible Government were
granted, “ Het Volk” would advocate the old course of action in force for the government of
Kaffirs before the war. “ What has been the consequence of the new policy?” he asked, *The
native now finds that the taxes are the same if he works for the farmer or in the location.
Consequently he does not give the agriculturist a chance of employing labour”” Ile was
abgolutely opposed to Chinese importation, or the free influx of Asiaties, * Het Voll's” abjects
being to make South Africa a white man's country. Capitalist rule was a bad rule. Let them
look at Rhodesia, for example, and they found that the country had gone to the dogs, and that
everyone was flymg away, The same would happen here, unless something was done. Johannes-
burg was trying to rule the country. The capitalists had declared war against the country
people. He was opposed to the “one vote, one value” principle. In Eng%and it was not in
force. London had & population of 6,581,000 people, and England had 433 representatives.
If worked on the “one vote, one value” basis, London would have 96 members, instead of its
present 62. Redistribution should be left io the Government. The capitalista could create a
boom when they liked. They would do so before the elections, so that tEousands of newcomers
could easily flock to Johannesburg and thus obtain extra members, whereas such a large influx
was not likely to come to any particular country distriet. Mr. Abe Bailey wanted the voting
to take place on one day. He was evidently afraid *“ Het Volk’s” supporters would have the
audacity to stand for Johannesburg and knock the other side silly. “Tlet Volk” would bide its
time, and, when the Constitution was formulated, would call a meeting, and thrash questions
out thoroughly,

[The above is o gist of the speech, which was punciuated with cheers and appreciated by
most of those present. Tt was passionately delivered and enthusiastieally l'eceiveg. 1t is only
fair to add that several of the more enliggtened Boers, including two or three members of the
Pietersburg committee, disapproved of the tone of the speech. As far as his oriticism of the
present native conditions is conterned, General Beyers’ statement is sound.)

Resolutions in favour of Responsible Government and an equal grant to the Orange River
Colony ‘were adopted. )

Mr. B, Granville Nicholson said it was a paradox to withhold the same privilege from the
country that the Dritish had always described as a model Liberal Progressive Republic, while
granting it to the State which used to be accused of having a mean and corrupt Government.
He would not exercise his privileges till the Orange River Colony was granted similar treatment
to the Transvaal, .

At the conclusion of General Beyers' speech, Mr, Dallamore asked if it were a fact that
Lord Milner had invited General Bothe and other Boers to join in the Government.

(Feneral Beyerg:  Yes”

Mr. Dallamore : “ Do you not eall that conciliation? ”

Mr. Beyers: “ No, for we should only have had three members, and the rest of the House
would outvoice us.”

ErrecT AT PRETORIA OF THE RASH SPEECH.

Pretoria, Monday (Special)—The published reports of the political speech made by
Mr. Beyers, who is a member of the head committee of the Boer Party “Het Volk,” at the
Pietersburg meeting, have been received here with great surprise by the British and with the
utmost consternation by the Boer Party. .

Both sections agree that his remarks with reference to a second “ Slachters Nek” incident
and possible rebellion were most unwarrantable and are sure to create a very bad impression in
England.

8‘The state that even if the Imperia] Government had in contemplation the granting of full
Responsible Government in the mear future (a matter which the Boer confidently believes)
statements such as these coming from ome of the Boer leaders, would instantly compel the
Imperial Government to shelve any such scheme for a considerable time, to abandon even the
idea of immediate Representative (Juvernment, and to let Crawa Colony (overnment remain in
foree for the present, ) ) )

Among the local Brtish section of the public, both Representative and Responsible Govern-
ment_parties, General Beyers's utterances and threats are regarded in a very serious light,
especially when they are taken in conjunetion with Mr. Hans Burger's recent apeech. .

At the meeting held by General Louis Botha at Krugersdorp, Mr. Burger expressed HUMI?IK
“his honest desire for the estaBlishment of a united South Afriea under its own flag,” whic
caused General Botha to interfere and to inform Mr, Burger that such a statement should not
be made, o o

I have interviewed several of the local leaders of the Boer organisation, “Ilet Volk,” and
they one and all expressed their indignation and utter astonishment at the fact that oue of
their number shouldp go so far as to make such threatening vemarks, They disclaimed all
responsibility in the matter and intend ealling upon Mr. Beyers to explain his aftitude. :
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One of the leaders, when askﬁd“his opinion as to Mr. Beyers’s speech, said : “Tt is all rot.
erstand the man af all. ) .

Idoﬁitﬂg very prominent leader of the Boer party said that if Mr. Beyers had achi]a.l]y
made those statements, all the other leaders would absolutely dissociate themgelvestroml 1dm,
and Mr. Beyers would be hurried back to obscurity as fast as he became a prominent boer _eltla ﬁr
Jduring the late war. Mr. Beyers, he continued, was only a child in politics, a fact whlcb o
Lad himself admitted at the Pretoria meeting. Before the war he was an attorney at Boks u}:;gv
and it was only during the latter part of the war, when he commanded the Boer army in the
northern distriots, that he made a name for himself among the burghers. .

“How on earth,” exclaimed my informant, “ could we ever exg;gct to gain in the present
state of affairs what we could not achieve when we were well armed )

Continuing, he said the Boer leaders were anxiously awaiting explanations from Mx. Beyers,
and if the reports of his speech with its insurrectionary ideas proved correct, he would be deposed

and compelled to retire into obseurity.

Bsrtaprisurne Brancues 1y THE Back VELD.

Pictersburg, Saturday (Special).—Messrs. Bevers and Wolmarans have just arrived in town
from the country, where they have been holdine meetings with the object of forming branches
of “Het Volk.”" These branches are firss %o be established in the back veld parts, attention
having been hitherto turned to the larger towns. Messrs. Beyers and Wolmarans had a sort
of processional entry into the town, being preceded by a bodyguard of 25 horsemen. They them-
solves drove along In a wagon, and were followed by a string of carts, On arrival at the Grand
Hotel, where a number of Boers was assembled, an address of welcome was read, and the delegates
briefly replied. A meeting is to be held in Hughes' Hall this afternoon. They have already
opened branches of “ Het Volk” at Vogel’s Farm, Olifant's River and Haenertsburg, and wilf
leave for the Spelonken early next week on a similar mission.

32
« Ranp Darcy Mat,” February 14¢h, 1905,
Beyers’ SerEch.
Boer LeaDERS’ REPROBATION.
(From Our Own Correspondent.)

Pretoria, February 13.

The references made in General Beyers' speech at Pietersburg to possible rebellion, &c.,
lLiave been received by both sections of the community in the capital with profound indignation,
and many prominent Boers are highly incensed at the disloyal tone of the General's address.

It is stated that, providing the report of the speech is correct, General Beyers will be called
on to sever his connection with the Boer leaders.

It is also authoritatively stated that steps will be taken to repudiate, on behalf of the leaders,
all sympathy with Beyers, and it is almost certain that his fanatical attitude will be officially
condemned.

I have interviewed several prominent men of both sides, and the consensus of opinion is -
that General Beyers has not only over-stepped the bounds of discretion, but that he has damaged
the Boer cause and hindered the work of reconciliation.

The question came up this afternoon at the meeting of the Responsible Government Associa-
tion, and Beyers’ remarkable peroration was stern]y condemned.

Advocate Greenlees, whom I interviewed, declared that he could not find words sufficiently
strong to express himself, and, providing the report was correct, he considered that Beyers had
done such harm that it would taﬁe months to remedy it. - '

A member of the Legislative Council, whom I also saw, said he would leave what he had.
to say to the public meeting, which he understood would be held on the 23rd instant. '

Borua ar Enxzro.

) Ermelo, February 13,
. 'Gene;tal Botha arrived here this morning, escorted by a strong body of burghers on horseback
and in carts.

An address of welcome was presented to him on Church Square, and, in replying, General
Botha snid that he was thankful for the hearty reception accorded to him, and &nat his opinion
of the Ermelo people was confirmed, He (the General) was not visiting Ermelo for the purpese
of placing himself in the foreground, but for the real welfare of the country. (Cheers.)

A mass meeting was then held in the open, und ufter General Botha had explained the
purpose of the meeting, it was decided to establish a branch of “Het Volk” in the Ermelo
listrict, and members for every ward were elected. The meetini{ further decided that no other:
form of than Responsible Government must be granted, not only to the Transvaal but alse to-
the Orange River Colony, in accordance with the terms of the Vereeniging treaty of peace.
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pmvizlilxédfgchalk Burger also addressed the meeting, and the greatest unanimity and harmony

General Botha end party will visit the Uitk i .o
take place in his honour to-night.—Reulter. ¢ Uitkomst School this afternoon, and a dinner wil

Porrrics at Preronts,
Toe Rrsponsinres’ PROGRAMME.
Pusric Meerve To BE Hrvrn,
{(From Our Own Correspondent.)

T . . Pretoria, February 13.
he Transvaal Responsible Government Association, after several weeks of quiet working in
committee, has at last framed a programme for its future working.

A sub-committee met a fortnight ago to draw up & scheme, and at a meefing held this
afternoon at the Transvaal Auctioneering Rooms the Committee’s report was laid before the
Association.

The meeting was largely attended by influential citizens, members of the Association, and
others present }}-y mvitation. Advocate M. R. Greenlees presided, and amongst others present
were: Mr. R. K. Loveday, M.L.C., Advocate Duxbury, Mlzassrs. J. Dougall, E. Chappell, R. C.
Francis, A. W. Downie, F, J. Lunnon, R, Hamilton, T W, Beckett, Advocate W, glac]?‘ndyen,
Advocate Rubie, F. T. Nicholson, Wolley, Dodd, £, Dastin , A. B. Mortimer, E, Lilienfeld,
JJ. Macintosh, G. Rodda, R. Lunt, Rees, J. Walker, C. Reid, Ig ‘Wilson, H. Nettleton, J. Stalker
{representing labour), and F. W. Coles (Secretary).

. The meeting was private, representatives of the Press being excluded, but the following
1s a resums of the business done :—

The first subject which came up for consideration was the sub-committee's report, which
contgmed'the programme of the Association. The consideration of the report was by no means
hurried; in fact, the discussion on various points raised in it extended over two hours. On the
question of the form of Government o be granted the Transvaal the meeting favoured full
responsibility, but was prepared to accept a probationary period of representative institutions
culminating in full autonomy, snd the following resolution was passed : —

That this meeting is unanimously in favour of the granting of Responsible Government
to the Transvaal at the earliest possible date.

It was also decided to convene a public meeting to be held on Thursday, 23rd instant.
A lengthy discussion arose on the question of manhood suffrage, and here a conflict of
opinion was met with, but eventually it was agreed, but not unanimously,

That every white male British subject of the age of 21 years should be entitled to a vote
subject to the following qualifications; he must have been a resident in the
country for twelve months, and shall have resided in any constituency for three
months prior to the making up of the voters’ roll.

The exceptions to this are that a man shalt not be a criminal, lunatie, vagrant, or pauper.

The principle of one man one vote was agreed to without discussion.

A point for which the labour men urged was that of the payment of representatives, and
it was resolved: *That an annual payment shall be made to representatives on a reasonable
fixed seale.” Tt was pointed out that by fixing an annual payment there could be no inducement
for members to unduly prolong any Parliamentary session. o

Probably the most important and most debatable subject was the principle of one vote
one value. On this question the meeting was divided, and a Jengthy discussine ensued.
Numerous propositions and suggestions were thrown out by the meeting. It was recognised that
this was a vital point, but it was necessary to form some principle notwithstanding all the
difficulties connected with it, and the Association felt it must form & basis on which to work.
Ultimately it was decided to allow the public meeting to solve the question, and the following
motion will be submitted to the citizens on the 23rd instant :—

That the value of votes be fixed on population basis, and that a Commission be appointed
to decide as to the initial number of representatives for each electoral district and

the question of future redistribution of seats.

Regarding the formation of the Commission, it was suggested that such Commission should
<onsist of certain judges of the Transvaal to be nominated, and that representatives of all the
distriets should have an opportunity of appearing before the Commission to give evidence, an
that the sittings of the Commission be conducted publicly.

" ANOTHER ASSOLIATION,

Our Protoris correspondent adds:—It is stated that as the result of the meeting held bv
Mr., James Reid last weef; at the Hotel *Frisco, Pretoria, and also as the outcome of the meeting
held at Gozina on Friday evening last by Mr. E. Rooth, a new political association has been
formed in Pretoria under the nome of the Pretoria Political Association.
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The announ'cement is somewhat vague, as it contains no reference to the appointment of

i intment of a secretary. N o '
nfﬁmﬂsigrlfg\?;vteort];?a":gf 01:;1;' ﬁle “ Pretoria Newsb” that a %)row'xﬂlopal %ecmfary will shortly be

inted om the names of intending members can be submitted. )
appo’f[‘f:dﬁs:gcﬁltlio% has arranged a programme on the following lines :—(1) The mamtenancs
of the British flag in South Africa; (2) the inclusion of the principles one-man-one-vote and
one-vote-one-value; (3) the periodic automatic redistribution of seats on an electoral voters
bastsin terms of the resolution passed at 3r. Reid’s meeting, the assocjation is willing to accept
a measure of full representative institutions as a stepprag-stone to full responsibility.

(4)

“ Rand Darty Mar,” February 15th, 1905.
Beyers’ Bruxprr.
Resierarioxy ExeecTeD,

OpmvioN 1x THE CAPITAL.

Our Pretoria correspondent writes:—The interest which has been created in Pretoria in
connection with the extraordinary outburst of eloquence by General Beyers at Pietershurg,
is noteworthy. At last the people of the Capital has been roused from their political lethargy
and the awakening has not tended to promote kindly feelings. This is not alone true concerning
one particular section of citizens; but it applies to Dutch and En%lixsh alike. Indeed, the
notoriety which the General has obtained has caused a revulsion of feeling on the part of those
men who admired him on account of the distinction he won as o soldier. And it is generally
conceded that General Beyers has made a tremendous blunder and is guilty of a grave violation of
the Peace Treaty. _ . ‘

" T have to-day renewed my enquiries, having interviewed prominent men of both sides, and
can only come to the conclusion that General Beyers has fallen from his high estate and has
lost the confidence of all sensible and impartial men. His position, politically speaking, is
serious and his impassioned address at Pietersburg has dem4nded from “ Het Volk ”—the
association for whom he was speaking—the deepest censure, mingled with profound regret at
the ineident.

General Botha hus expressed.his sorrow at the tone of his colleague’s remarks and will,
I understand, require an explanation from him. The local committee of “ Het Volk " is gravely
concerned over the matter and will meet to decide on a course of action to be adopted. In fact
the whole tone of the Boer people points to the fact that General Beyers’ resignation from the
Head Committee, as a leader, will be agked for. It has also been suggested that in view of
El_lblic opinion on the matter General Beyers will not wait to be asked, but will voluntarily tender

1s resignation.

Immediately on receipt of the news of the notorious speech, Dr. Engelenbuig, of Pretoria,
wired General Botha, as follows :~—* Qur Political friends are earnestly disa%pointed at General
Beyers' injudicious speech at Pietersburg.” In reply to this wire General Botha expressed his
regret, and will doubtless officially communicate with the leaders on the matter.

During the course of a conversation with Dr. Engelenburg, the latter expressed himself as
follows:—" General Beyers will probably be removed from the Head Committee as the result of
his indiseretion. The General is apt to be led away by his own feelings, which probably accounts
for hus remarks. You will remember that at the Pretoria meeting of ‘ Het Volk’ General
Beyers acknowledged that he was a child in politics and he admitted that he was not the right
man to lead, but he was specially strong to execute orders. In these circumstances the people
must make their choice very carefully or the leaders might compromise the Party. General
Beyers has now shown himself incapable of taking such a responsible pusition, but in a few
years he will grow wiser in politics, but in this time of a political erisis he is not the right man
i the right place.”

I mentioned to Dr. Engelenburg that people had remarked that (eneral Beyers had the
courage of his convictions and had spoken what a great many Duich people believed, but refused
to openly express.

This brought an emphatic denial of the truth of such statements from Dr. Engelenburg, and
he asserted that if such were the feelings of the people they had had ample opportunity of
expressing their views. He contended, however, that such was not true of the people.

. Enowing that Mr. E. F. Bourke, M.I.C., had been approached by the Head Committee
with a view to accepting the duties of a committeeman on “ Het Volk,” I also interviewed this
gentleman. Mr. Bourke, however, merely echoed the sentiments already expressed : — That the
incident is deplorable.”” He went a little further when he admitted the political significance
of the speech; but, he added, “ The report of the speech may not be what General Beyers really
meant, and it ought not to be taken too seriously.”

I understand that a meeting of Dutch people is to be held to-day in the vicinity of Pretoria
to protest against the attitude taken up by General Beyers, and in the meantime and in view

of the unanimity of expressel opinion on the subject, the public are anxiously looking for an
announcement from the Head Committee.
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(6.)
“ Lraper,” Febraary 16th, 1906,

Seexcn a1 Louis Turcaanyt.

Pietersburg, Wednesday (Reuter).—The * Zoutpanshe lew i i
, wedn £uter).— pansberg Review " has received telegraphie
l'elforts from Louis Trichardt, eighty miles from here, of the Beyers and Wolmarans ngeatli)ng
held yesterday. ’

. Strong remarks were made on the education question, Land Board, and repatristion.
'eachers were compared to monkeys teaching Dutch.

A resolution was passed condemning the sale of ground to certain officials at Louis Trichardi
at £8 per morgen.

Mr. Beyers said the fact of his people having been beaten in the field did not mean that
rtlley should be beaten in the politial arena. Personally, he was not afraid to speak openly.
They had all fought for tl‘melr‘ rights, but by Divine will had been beaten. Now, they woufd
make another fight rfur their rights another way. The capitalists would try to get hold of them
and their farms. They must guard against that. The capitalists were the instigators and
cause of everything, and they were now responsible for the misrule of the country.

.

* VorxssTeM " Reporr,
More CHOICE SENTIMENTS.

. Pretoria, Wednesday (Reuter).—In the “ Volksstem ” report of (reneral Beyers’ speech at
Pietersburg, in addition to the statements already telegraphed, the speaker is reported to have
said that some of their children were being sent to English schools, where education was
entrusted to teachers and lady teachers who believed in neither God por His commandments.

He attacked the Government on the compensation question, and the imposition of a general
tax on natives of £2 per head, beeause, he suid, this took away the inducement for the Kaffir to
live on private farms, where formerly he only paid 10s.

Bad faith, he snid, had been kept regdarding oecupation farms. No attempt had been made
lo purchase supplies for the military, &e., locally.

An attempt was now being made by the capitalists to saddle their undertaking regarding
the thirty million debt on the country, which never would permit it.

]

Mz. Borra’s Regrer.
ANoreER BeEYERS' DXPRESSION.

Pretoria, Wednesday afterncon_(Reuter).-~General Botha has wired to the * Volksstem ”
expressing regret at the tone of Mr. Beyers’ speech at Pietersburg, and the unfavourable impres-
sion created thereby. )

Another of Mr. Beyers' expressions was that a great many veterinary surgeons had been
appointed, constituting a greater plague than the tick pest. . '

The meeting held last night at General Erasmus’ farm, 25 miles from Pretoria, for the
purpose of establishing a branch of “ Het Volk,” was largely attended.

A farmers’ branch was duly established. _

An informal meeting was held afterwards, at which Mr. Beyers’ reported utterances at
Pietersburg were discussed, and the consensus of epinion was that if Mr. Beyers had been correctly
reported his utterances could not be sufficiently condemned.

“Her Vorx.”
Anoruaer Braxca ForuED.
Geveral Beyers’ Toxe CoNDEMNED,

(From Our Own Correspondent.)

Pretoria, Wednesday night.

A meeting of Boer farmers was held on the open veld this morning, at ex-Field cornet
D. Opperman’s farm, Elandsfontein, Ward Witwatersrand, East Pretoria distriet.

The farm is situated about twenty miles south of Pretoria. o

The meeting was convened by ex-General D. Erasmus, and attended by about one hundred
farmers, many of whom travelled long distances to be present. -

Tncluded in the gathering were Messrs. D. Opperman, 8. P. Erasmus, J.P., B. Oppermen,
General Erasmus, P. Schoeman, T. Opperman, D. Erasmus, jun., H. Opperman, J. Jacobs, and

r Bzr?yﬁﬁ.ch of “ Het Volk was formed, and a provisional committee appointed from amongst

e on the spot. . ; ‘
thes The meet?nog afterwards discussed the recent rash utterances attributed to General Beyers,

and expressed its disapproval of General Beyers' language, if the interpretation it hful received
in the Press was correct.

212581 R
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id i eet, 1 i icly to staté their
General Frasmus said if the report were correct, it was their duty publicly to
disapproval of what General Beyers had said, as these things were alf )fublifll}ed 1ntE1f1g‘}aHnélé
He made it clear that they were now speaking as members of the general public—not 0
Volk.” . SR
The matter was finally allowed to drop without any particular decision being arrived at.
General Botha wired to the “ Volksstem,” expressing regret at the tone of General Beyers
speech. .
P In continuation of * Het Volk” campaign, General Beyers and Mr. Wolmarans have left
Pietersburg, geing north. ) ) . )
Accorging tngthe “ Volksstern,” Mr. F. T. Nicolson is convening a series of“pmvate rile?:cxngs
in {he northern suburbs of Pretoria for the purpose of establishing branches of * Het Volk.

{6.)
“ Rasp Darey Mam,” February 16th, 1905.
(GENERAL BEYERS’ PrersrssurG SPEECH.
Two More ACCOUNTS.

The “ Zoutpansberg Review and Mining Journal ” conteins a long report of (General Beyers’
Pietersburg speech, It contains the following :— ) ) . o

* e compared the Government to a huge boulder rolling down hill and gaining speed in its
descent, It now wished to stop its downwurd movement by offering what was called a concession
in the shape of Representative Government. This, he assured them, was merely a prop, and
would only act us a temparary brake on the downward course to ruination. Nothing less than
Responsibfe Government could hope to restore the country to a stale of prosperity, and nothing
less should be accepted by the people. If things continued as they were now, Britishers as
well as Boers would have to steal to put food into their families’ mouths. The consequence
would be that they would act like that man Bezuidenhout, who sheltered himself behind a rock
and used his rifle to defend himself. (Cheers.) Men would become desperate, and, said he:
* You know what the temper of a Boer is when it is strained too far. It means there will be
another war in South Africa if the Government does not treat the people more liberally.’”

“BreacH oF Famrm.

** Dealing with the £3,000,000 eompensation which he said the Government had told them was
to be a gift some time ago, they had not yet scen a penny of it. Was that brotherly? Was it
conciliatory? (A voice: °It's progressive, and laughter). The British had looted their horses
snd cattle during the war, He did not deny they had a right to do so, but the least they could
have done subsequently through their *sweet and lovable’ Repatriation was to return them
at reasonable rates. Instead of that they charged £22 to £30 for animals that could scarcely
carry themselves along and which died on the way home. Purchasers, in order to meet their
liabilities with interest and compound interest had been obliged to mortgage their farms, once,
twice, and even three times. Again, the burghers were no sooner landed with the catile at
enormous prices than the (overnment closed the roads for tramsport on account of tick-fever,
and as much as said, ' Now, there you are, you cun go home and starve” The result was they
bad to buy mules. He considered a{I vetorinary surgeons should be kicked out of the country.”

“ EpucaTiox,

.. “* As to education, he reminded his listeners that Lady Curzon had said, * Capture the Boer.
children and teach them English only. This was being done. Why could they not be treated
fairly, and have their children educated as they liked? What they wanted was ‘ equal rights’
South Africa would not flourish until the children of Boer and Briton sat on the school-benches
with ‘equal rights.””

“ CAPITALISTIC INFLURNCE.

. " He was absolutel oIpposed to the importation of Chinese labour and to the influx of
Asiatics. The object of ‘et Volk’ was to make South Africa = white man's country. He
denounced the capitalists, and said capitalist rule meant bad rule. ook at Kimberley before
the capitalists obtained possession. It was a flourishing town; now it was deserted. Rhodesia
was another example. That country had gone to the dogs, and everyone was fleeing from it.
The same would happen here unless something was done, and done speedily.. Johannesburg
was trying to rule the country, and the capitalists had declared war against the country districts.”

8 .
1 “One Vore ONE VALUE.

\,\f 1 .
" As to the one vote one value principle and automatic redistribution, he was oppose

botlly, Redistribution should be left to the Government entirely. They, all knew pg)lfatdtﬁ:
capit‘z\m‘ts could stem the market when they liked, Well, they would do this just before election
time, axd the result would be & large influx of new voters to the Rand. J ohannesburg would
claim an extra seat for every 1,000 who came in. In the country it wae scarcely likely that
unless pakticular circumstances arose people would flock in thousands to any one distriet, not-
withstanding & boom. Johannesburg did not count the widows and orphans of men shot d'uring
the war; they should be taken into consideration. The one-vote-one-value principle was ono we
cannot and wx{l never accept. Mr. Abe Bailey had suggested that all elections should take place
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ﬂgv?fg gfg; u(ﬁiigrhfo Sﬁ:kﬁr)f::pfgﬁgﬂnggﬁt was ‘r? prc?l,;vent any ﬂf ‘Het Valk's’ candidates
1 e e : ¢sbutg and perhaps snatch seats f i
1 a passionate ferm 1tion be declared that Het Volk ' would bide its ﬁn::*. {T(’)ﬁlt\nﬂ]fiem(l'ﬁli::;llf-

tion was formulated it : )
(Loud cheers,) » would eall another meeting and thrash all questions out thoroughly.

ANOTHER VERSION.

?;Ig* fﬁllﬂ:"illllg 18 t‘iken from the “ Volksstem's " report of (reneral Beyers’ speech ; —
We are clllgs;r(il?ed Bi:’e tsh o%n'that We alm at co-operation, reconciliation’ and brotherly love, but
\  d y the British press as of a bywoner class, and the capitalists have conspired
0 aEP%llate Bé)er ax:ld workman, bt
e are treated as dogs by the (jover hic i i i
goeﬁngne fcalilttal;hfit for assatne o eounlsléil.mut, which although it sometimes does its best,
o . \ . oo
the ta%{ rest,?;g upaﬂtntﬂ? Government endeavours to do its best ia proof that it is incapable of
" Some of us serd our children to English schools, whers their training is delec:
teacl}‘eljs and lady teachers who believe neither in God nor Iis Cmﬁma:ncl::églt:.g i deleguted (o
" %ou Were men in war time; be also men in peace and oppuse such pernicious policy.

o e.ﬁwaka and see what threatens you; require the Government {o make an end {o it,
mh) ou will be tempted to steal, and that incident in South African history will be repeated in
w 10‘1‘1 Frederick Bezuidenhout refused to surrender himself alive.

‘Everything is placed under quarantine and there has been appointed a great number of
vetegznary surgeons who are greater plagues to the country than tick fever.
Is this reconciliation? ~ Is such a policy not calculated to make us desperate® And every-
body“knoyvs what & Boer is capable of doing when he is desperate, ’
‘ If it goes on like this there will be another war in our country,
“Meantime T advise you to keep quiet.”

1)
“Ratp Damy Mam,” February 16th, 1905,
Orivion v TaE Country.

. Faryers' Prorest.

At the conclusion of the meeting held on Elandsfontein farm, in the Pretoria district, yester-
day, when a branch of “ Het Volk"” was established, the question of Gieneral Beyers' speech
came up for discussion. There was no actual resolution passed on the matter, but the consensus
of opinion was that if Beyers had been correctly reported, some sort of protest should be raised
by the Head Committee in Pretoria.

(General 1. Erasmus introduced the subject, and said he had seen certain statements in the
newspapers reported to have been made by General Beyers at 8 meeting head at Pietersburg, and
he now desired to give snyone who wished a chance of expressing their feelings on the matter.

Mr. 8. P. Krasmus said that although misunderstandings had been frequently brought about
through persons having been misrepresented in the Press, he would like 1v refer to the report
of the meeting held at Pietersburg which appeared in the “ Rand Daily Mail.” He would like
to have that report translated into Dutch for the benefit of the meeting,

The report referred to was then translated, after which Mr. Erasmus said if what appeared
in the newspapers was actually what General Beyers said he personally could not agree with it.
He totelly disapproved of it.

General D. Livasmus also expressed his disapproval of the report if it was true.

Mr. Niemand took up the discussion, and said that it was nothing new to hear such language
from General Beyers, Au editor of an English paper in this Colony hud written a letter to
England which had appeared in the Press, and the gist of that letter was the same as what General
Beyers was reported to have suid. (eneral Beyers’ langunage, in fact, was not half so strong as
that used by the editor. ) _

Mr. Scﬁeepers suggested that they should leave the mutter in abeyance until they actwally
got information or otherwise of the report. By so doing they would avoid any further misunder-
standing. He proposed a resolution to the effect that the matter be left in the hands of the local
committee elected that morning, who could express their disapproval of it if they found the report
was eorrect.

Mr. Ludolf interposed and said that the meeting had only been called for the purpose of
forming a branch of ** Het Volk,” and it was out of their province to refer to the matter at all.
He was in favour of forwarding the matter to the Head Committee at Pretoria. i '

General Erasmus said he must support Mr. 8. P, Erasmus in his opinion, and said they did
not intend to create any misunderstanding at all. They simply wanted to express their opinion
that if General Beyers has said what he was reported to have said, then the public generally
disapproved of it. These things were all published in England, and it wus their duty to state
that if the statement was true they disapproved of it. i o

Mr. Ludolf; If you pass that resolution, it will be contrary to the articles of the Association.
It is & political question of great importance, and if you pass that resolution it will mean that
you either approve or disspprove of a thing which the Head Committee should take up.

21254 B2
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i ite i i st speaker. They should
1 he was not quite 1n sympathy with the lus
sim %?I;;:sl ;E rrisa?lliﬁisiustating that they did not approve of such statements, :{air;g t&ﬁﬁeﬂéﬁg
n tl:er could be referred to the Head Committee. They did not approve or di ppm o of
n:]\'thing and eould not do so until they had he]{;rd th];a truth; but1 they were quite comp
' ] did not carry with them their approval.
N St%}? tShatI’squ}rlazﬁzenfsll?eii tlhat supposing the Head Committee acted contrary to Ithc:: gept(_ar;:l
ublie opinion, were they then to be satisfied and approve of it? If that wm; f] 1e‘]piosl; 1‘38;
ﬁe wou](r immedintely resign from the Committee. If anything was being enacted whie
contrary to public opinion it was their duty o express their disapproval of 1t. 1 that the matter
After farther discussion, Mr. Ludolf withdrew his suggestion, and moved that the m
be left in abeyance. . L
* eWilthout grriving at any decision, the gathering dispersed.

No. 24.
Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Me. LYTTELTON.
(Received March 18, 1905.)

SIR, Governor’s Office, Johannesburg, February 27, 1905.
Witk reference to my despatch of the 20th instant* I have the honour
to enclose, for your information, a copy of a resolution passed at Potchefstroom, on
the 15th February, on the subject of the rights of coloured people under the
proposed new Constitution.
I have, &c.,

MILNER,
Governor.

Enclosure in No, 24.

Your ExXCELLENCY, Potchefstroom, February 25, 1905.
I am instructed by the Cape coloured community of Potchefstroom to

forward to Your Excellency the following resolution unanimously carried at their
"meeting held on the 15th instant :—

“That inasmuch seems possible that a new Constitution will be granted to
the Transvaal Colony in the near future, We, the coloured community
of Potchefstroom, Transvaal Colony, do hereby wish to draw Your
Excellency's attention to suggest to the Home Government before
framing the new Constitution for the Transvaal, that the just rights
of His Majesty's coloured subjects will not be forgotten, or tampered
with, and that unless provision is made to that effect, we are sure that
a great injustice will be meted to His Majesty’s coloured subjects.”

‘With the urgent hope and prayer that this may receive Your Excellency’s
earliest due consideration and approval,
I have, &ec.,

A. P. Livers,
Representing the coloured people at

Potchefstroom.
His Excellency Lord Milner,

Johannesburg.

No. 25.
Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. LYTTELTON.
(Received March 18, 1905.)

Governor's Office, J ohannesburg, February 27, 1905.
Wirh reference to my despatch of the 20th: instant,t I have the honour to
enclose, for your information, copies of resolutions passed by “The People”

Six,

*:No, 20, t No, 23,
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Association at Piet Retief and Belf j i
o soaiation at B ast, on the subject of Representative Government
I have, &e.,
MILNER,
Governor,

Enclosure 1 in No. 25.

General L. Borua to HicH CoMMISSIONER.
(Translation.)

Your ExcELLENCY, Piet Retief, February 10, 1905.
. 1 HAVE the honour to fprward you herewith two resolutions, which were
carried unanimously at a meeting held here to-day.

1 .hope and trust that, after perusal, these resolutions will be laid before the
Imperial Government.

With deepest respect,
I have, &e.,
) Louis Botaa.
His Excellency Lord Milner,
High Commissioner for South Africa,
Johanneshurg.

(Translation.)
Morrox.

This meeting of the public of the town and district of Piet Retief, havin
resolved to establish a branch of “The People ” Association and being acquainteg
with the contents of the Vereeniging Treaty, is of opinion that when the time comes
to make a change in the form of government of the Transvaal no other than complete
self-government should be instituted.

Resolved, to request the Chief Committee to give mnotice of this to His
Excellency Lord Milner.

Proposed by: J. Kemp.
Seconded by :

MoTion.

This meeting of the Piet Retief wards of “The People™ Association resolves
to request the Chief Committee to bring to the notice of His Excellency Lord Milner
that the conditions of the Vereeniging Treaty affect the Orange River Colony as
well as the Transvaal;

That it is the opinion of this meeting that the Orange River Colony should at
the same time be offered any change in the form of government which might be
introduced here.

This is according to the general wish of the Transvaal public.

Proposed by : Theo. Meyer.
Seconded by: C. J. Van Rooyen.

Enclosure 2 in No. 25.
General I.. Botua to Hicw COMMISSIONER.

Your EXCELLENCY, Pretoria, February 24, 1905.
IN continuation of previous commuications, I have the honour to enclose
further two resolutions which were taken at a public meeting at Belfast on the

18th instant.
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Respectfully requesting you to lay these resolutions before the Imperial
Government,
I have &o.,

Louis Borga.

His Lixcellency Lord Milner, ‘
High Commissioner for South Africa,
Johanneshurg.

(Translation.)

ResoLuTiON passed at a Public Meeting at Belfast on the 18th February, 1905.
“This meeting of ‘ The Peonle’ Associat'on wish herewith to express as our
opinion that if the Imperial Government wish to make a change in the present form
of government, we cannot be satisfied with anything less than complete self-

government.”
Confirmed,

Louis BorHa.
Pretoria, February 24, 1905.

(Translation.)

ResoLution passed at a Public Meeting at Belfast on the 18th February, 1905.

“This meeting of the ‘ The People’ Association resolved to request the Chief
Committee to bring to the notice of His Excellency Lord Milner that it is our wish
that the same constitutional change which is given to this Colony should also be
granted to the people of the Orange River Colony.”
: Confirmed,

: ' Lous Borga.
Pretoria, February 24, 1905.

No. 26.
Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. LYTTELTON.
(Received March 18, 1905.)

S, Governor's Office, Johannesburg, February 27, 1905,
Wirh reference to my despatch of to-day’s date* I have the honour
*o enclose, for your iformation, newspaper cuttings on the subject of Representative
Government in the Transvaal.
I have, &o.,

MILNER,
Governor.

Enclosures in No. 26.

(L)
“81am,” February 17th, 1905.
“Her Vors.”
Generar Boria's We 10 Genenar Beyess,
A “Laxp By Vorg” Comuext,

Pretnria', Friday (Special).—General Louis Botha has wired to General Beyers with reference
to the latter's vecent speech at Pietershurg.
,, General Botha states that he entirely agrees with the expressions of opinion of other leaders
ﬁ[ct Yolk gondgmnmg the statements reported to have been made by him,
“Land en Volk” fo-duy, commenting on General Beyers' speech, says: “ The sinister figure
lurkipg behind Beyers is A. D. Wolmarans, who is briefed o perpetuate the Leyds policy,”

\ * No. 5,
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Generar Boria st BeTHEL.

Bethal, Thursday (Reuter). --General Botha arrvived to-day in connection with * Het Volk ”
organisation. FHe was met and escorted into the town by a cavaleade of burghers, some hundreds
in number, and was preseuted with an address, in which complaint was made that Dethal was
not a separate district as hefore the war.

General Botha, replying to the address, said his object was to promote peace and union
among all the white races Hf the country, who had accepted the Transvanl as their fatherland.
At present things were as “ a house divided against itsel2” The “state coach” was stuck in
the mud, and self~gr‘)‘vernment was the ouly mesns of rescue, lle stood to the letter of the
Vereeniging Treaty, “ Chamberlain’s Charter.” Unless they received & good Constitution, they
could not accept half measures, ’

Resolutions were passed, establishing a branch of “ Het Volk,” appointing committees, and
favouring full self-government and equalgrights for the Orange River Colony.

In an address which followed, General Botha challenged any one to show that the late
(overnment had sent money away during the war. '

Replying to a question made as to the fulfilment of the promise made towards the end of
the war by the Boer Jeaders, that burghers who keot on fighting would get 3s. a day, General
Botha said he was unable to do anything in the matter, but he hoped that the burghers had
fou%ht for higher considerations than 5s, o day. If he were in the Government's place, he
would see that compensation and the blue-backs issued during the war were paid, as the Govern-
ment had at any rate taken over all the assets of the late Government. The reports of friction
between himself and Mr. A. D. Wolmarans he characterised as lies.

Replying to a vote of confidence in the Ilead Committee of * Het Volk,” (eneral Botha
concluded “ Forget the evil of the past, and hold fast to the goad

Tur Erurero Mrrrixe.

Our Ermelo correspondent writes: Monday was a red-letter day at Ermelo. Hundreds of
farmers came to town to attend the meeting convened by General Botha to erganise the People’s
Council. The General was met about four miles from town by a few hundred horsemen and
many others in carriages. When the General’s carriage met the foremost horsemen, threa cheers
were given, and the retwn journey was commenced. On passing the Uitkomst School, the
children cheered, and the General slopped to greet them.

On Church Square an address of welcome was read by General Tobias Smuts, in which it
was said that the motto of the Ermelo burghers was “ One for all, and all for one.” The General,
in thanking, lauded the Ermeloers for their courage, perseverance and energy. Three years ago
he passed through Ermelo, and there was only one house with a voof on it in the whole town, and
now there was hardly one without a roof. He also praised them for what they had done for
national education by establishing the Uitkomst School. He did not come to Ermelo before,
because he thought the Ermelo yeople quite capable of looking after themselves. (Cheers.) He
was 7ot travelling in search of a seat in the new Parlinment. If he wanted a seat, he could
have accepted it when it was offered to him. He called upon all white men to work together
for the prosperity of the country.

It here appeared that Mr. Schalk Burger was also present, and he was most warmly welcomed
by General T. Smuts. ) . . )

In reply, he said that they did not come io get up, or to witness a demonstration. They
were there to promote the nationz!, moral and material welfare of their people. (Cheers.)

The burghers were asked to reassemble at the Masonic Hall at 11 o’clock, but it was subse-
quently decided to hold an open-air meeting in Mr. Meyer’s grounds,

General Bothe, Mr. Schalk Burger and the leading Boers of the district mounfed a wagon,
which served as a platform. . o

(General Botha was the first speaker, and explained the object of the organisation. The
Head Committee had waited so long to form the organisation jn order to prevent misunderstanding
—it was, alas, the fate of the Africander to be misunderstood. Now that two parties had already
been formed by the English public, the Boers were justified also'in muking a move, for now
it cowld not be said that they were agitating. He asked ail to assist in extinguishing race
hatred and race differences. All white men must work logether for the good of the country,
The best men must be returned to the new Parliament. All discord must be laid aside, and
all must- strive to rebuild what had been laid in ruin: The only acceptable government was
absolute self-government, and nothing less. o '

The statutes of the organisation were then read, and; by acclamation it was decided to’
establish a branch at Ermelo. ' .

General Smuts, Commandant Buhrman and others spoke strongly in favour of absolute
gelf-government. General Smuts was against admitting a single Government nominee iu Parlia-
ment. He compared the Government fo a mother who goes to bed with a sick child in order
to make it sleep, but jumps up as soon as it is sleeping and gives it castor oil, _

Someone asked whether all who had a vote before the war would have it again.

General Botha said he could not say. ) o

It was agreed that it would be most unfair to the Orange River Colony to let it wait longer
than the Transvaal, seeing ﬂ;ﬁt both surrendered under the same conditions. A motion to that

flect was unanimously carried. ) )
’ cT]:mee committeesyof seven members each were then appointed to enlist members. In these
committees * bitterenders,” surrendered burghers and National Scouts are all represented.

Mr. Van Schouwenburg proposed to send a ftelegram of welcome to Mr. Steyn, which was

i 1 ed to. ) ) ) ‘
unané?ﬁ::af nB%rt(i:a then nsked whether auy one had anything. special to bring before the

ittee. o .
comu(l}lenﬁ'al Smuts said that Ermelo had been badly dealt with in railway matters. It was

first promised that the Springs-Ermelo railway would come direct to Ermelo, and Ermelo was
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1 i [ ) i ' :unee s G snt aflerwards
cordingly rebuilt, To the great disappoiniment of all concerued the Guvernment 3

:;(égtiz;«lluﬁ)}b:l?lzl ;he line pasthlip Stapel, leaving Ermelp in the cold. Lod Mllll‘tfl had a]'JS(O
promised _to bring the branch line {rom Klip Stapel to rmelo as soon as the ral \1va}i'l \'cl'm 2
reached Kliv Stapel, but nothing seemed to be doing 1 the matter. The Ermelo people 'at( nnt
deserved tins, and he would ask the meeting to pass 2 motion expressing their 1sapp91‘131d mlgn
with the deviation of the line, and asking tlhl?' Gnvernme_ni] to proceed ]wnth the promised line

om Klin Stapel to Ermelo without delay. This was carried unanlnously.
hnm[};r:gral q]];f;th;} sui[d the Lrmelo people had his full sympathy in the matter. He hoped
that the Government would see its way tohfall hm1 w(i!ht thte distriet's request, and so promote
interests of the agrarian population of the whole district. )

fhe late('r:::u? (()S'rml:l)fergi)ropose« j) vate of confidence in General Botha and the Head Committee,

i ied imously. o .
whlcﬁf‘::f cézﬁ:rafnﬁgiﬁt\o and Mr. Burger had been enthusiastically cheered, the meeting

ispersed. ) .
disp Inethe evening a banquet was given to General Botha, at whlch“about 60 persons attende:!;
The toasts were * The Ling,” “Our Guests” {General Smuts), ‘(’)m’r’ Land and Pe? Je
(General Grobler), “ Agriculture” (Commandant Buhrman), “ Education (Mr. Slunter), “The

jes” (Mr. J. H. Coetzee). ) .

Lad I{espsmding to “Our )G?uest%,” General Botha e;g_ressed his admiration of the success
achieved by the Ermelo people in restocking and rebuilding their farms. They had progressed
wonderfully since peace. Three years ago he travelled from Baukkop to Hegdelbg‘rg witnout
seeing a single hl-’.'a(fe of cattle, and mow nearly every farmer had a few head again. Such peo le
must be helped, and he was sure the Government would see its way to assist the farmin
opulztion (which was the backbone of any country) in railway matters, and that an end woul
{))e made to the policy of placing mining interests in the foreground.

(2)
“Rasp Dainy Main,” February 20th, 1905,
TrE PROGUESSIVES.
Rustensure Bravcn Formep.
(From Qur Own Correspondent.)

Rustenburg, February 17.

A privaiely-convened meeting was held on the afternoon of Wednesday last at Rustenburg,
with the object of ascertaining public opinion as to the advisability of forming a Rustenburg
branch of the Transvan] Progressive Association. )

Mr. . Jordan Jones occupied the chair, and among ihose present were: Sir Archibald
Murray, Bart,, Jessrs. Uf. Kemball-Cook, Geo. Topper, C. H. Mullett, Victor Schoch, Isaac
Meyer, Geo. Musson, C. J. J, Buitendag, Jasper Malan, and others.

The Chaiyman expluined that the Progressive Association was following the policy of which
the Vereeniging Treatv was the basis, and emphasis was laid on the form of Government
promised in Article 7. A certain element of danger would doubtless be introduced by immediate
Self-Gavernment, especially in view of the financial responsibility involved. Responsible
Government would be divided on racial lines and not on party differences. The founding of
*Ilet Volk " proved {his to be the tendency, Referring further to this party, the speaker urged
for conciliation, and said that the Africander Boud was likely to be at the back of *‘ Llet Vﬂﬁ:.’ ’
The policy of ““ Het Volk ” was shrouded in mystery, and in spite of the threat of excommunica-
tion by the “ Council of Seven” if their rulings were not strictly adhered to the Boers seemed
to be quite willing to enter the fold. They preferred a policy which would gender strife to a
policy of union with the British element-—a policy of progress and mutual welfare. He would
urge the necessity of abolishing class-sections and class-interests in favour of the common good
of the country. '

Mr, C. J, J. Buitendag (Bokfoniein), who snoke in Dutch, referred to the promises made
by the Boer Generals during the war. They had 1old them to fight to the bitter end. They said
that their wives and children might he lost, but that these could be replaced, whilst the country,
if once lost, wus gone for ever. Those of them who attended that meeting had not come for the
benefit of their pockels. They had their farms to work. DBut some of those “leaders” who
were now ex-Generals, ex-Commandauts, ex-Veldcornets, and so on, had lost their positions
by the change of Government, and felt very sore about it. They therefore expected the people
to bark. Those who were present represented the party of the Dutch who were Progresives
Since the war was over it would be much hetter if it were forgotten. Boer and Briton ought
now to co-operate for mutual benefit,

Mr. J asger Malan (Hongeboomen) asked that the Articles and Constitution of the Progressive
Association be printed in Dutch, and supplied to the committee for distribution.

This was supported by Mr. Jacobus Swartz (Lemoenfontein), who was sure that such a
procedure would gain a number of members and adherents.

Mr. C. H. Mullett believed they might be able to form a branch among the farmers of
Zwartruggens and Elands River districts,

It was then decided to form the Rustenburg branch of the Transvaal Progressive Associution,
An honorary secretary and provisional chairman were found in My, C. Jordan-Jones, and o

provisional committee was furmed. Several sympathisers in the district sent letters of apology
for absenee.




Bevers a1 NYLSTROOM.
Tue Facrs anovr ProrTERSBURC
Wuar He Meaxt 10 INFER.

. -The meeling was held in the Magistrate’s Court House, which was packed 1o the doors.
There was a good attendance of the infivential citizens of the town, iucluding Mr. Bushoff
(ex-member of the late Second Volksraad), ex-Commandant van Staden, Messrs. Lombard,
G. Maasdprlp, Smith, Carwell (Enspector of Schools), Von Backstrom (Town Clerk), and Govern-
ment officials.

~ General Beyers controlled the meeting, which throughout was perfectly orderly with few
signs of enthusiusm. He seemed to welcome the opportunity of explaining his position with
regard to his Pietersburg speech. Throughout his discourse, which lasted about one hour, he
was noticeably moved, and appeared to be 1n deadly earnest. 1is address created a deep impres-
sion on the minds of his anditors, who, prior to the meeting, had expressed their disapprobation
of his harangue at Pietersburg,

Mr. Boshoff intreduced general Beyers and Mr. A. D, Wolmarans to the meeting, and
welcomed them to Nylstroom. They all hoped, he said, that by their presence General Beyers
and 3Mr, Wolmarans would assist in promoting the welfare and progress of the country, and
especially the Waterberg district. By gatherjn;gl together they assisted one another and cawme to a
better understanding. They must have a united people of Beer and Briton if they had the best
interests of the country at heart. (Applause.)

_ General Beyers said he had to thank the meeting very heartily for the veception accorded
him. He had one duty to perform, and that duty was to work in the interests of the whole
country, and he would do that if it cost him his life. Notwithstanding what had been snid
about him, he would continue to say exactly what he thought, and he alone would bear the
consequences, without being afraid of any eriticisms which might be passed on his statements,

r. A. D. Wolmarans also r:glied to the welcome extended to them, and thanked the meeting
for their welcome. He explained that they had been delegated by the head committee to visit
the districts for the purpose of organising branches of “ Het Volk.” _

General Beyers then read the statutes of “ Het Volk,” and remarked that they (the organ-
isation) wished to embrace men of hoth nationalities as members of the Association, in order
to ensure_the permaneni peace,and prosperity of Bouth Africa. If they only worked unitedly
they would have a glorious country, If the English and the Dutch quarrelled there could be
no hope of success and peace in South Africa. He then asked if anyone would move a resolution
to form a branch of “ Het Volk” in the ward of Nylstroom.

Ex-Commandant Van Staden moved that a branch be formed in Nylstroom; Mr. Smith
seconded, and the resolution wae carried unanimously.

The following gentlemen were elected to form the committee of the new branch. Messis.
Van Staden, Boshoff, Lombard, Maasdorp, Heysteck, Steinburg, and J. de Ridder.

Mz, WorMarans' ADDRESS.

Mr. A. D. Wolmarans then addressed the meeting. He said that they wanted everi'one to
work for the welfare of the country and South Afriea generally, Anyone could join so long as
they were over the age of sixteen years, In Johannesburg a certain class of men, called Pro-
gressives, had taken the lead in everything. These quted to be in the van, and when the
elections came on they were desirous of having the haft in the hand. The question was not one
between Boer and Briton; but it was a question between capitalist and non-capitalist--the
vorking classes and the agriculturists versus the monied class. If, he said, there had been
no capitalists in the country, there would have been no war. The object of the capitalist was
to work against the artisan and the farming community, and the capitalists had declared war,
and were continuing it against the working classes,

Havr A GOVERNMENT.

Continuing, be said that he was of opinion that the present form of Guvernment-—the
Legislative Council—did uot represent the people, and it had been appointed and wus a tool of
Lord Milner. But they all knew that it had proved a failure; and now Lord Milner offered them
Representative Government. He blamed the Government because there was no market for the
produce of the farmers, and in consequence the Boers had no confidence in Lord Miluer, and
the country was going backward, and would soon be in a bankrupt state. The Boers had no
market, but the éovernment could make a market by purchasing ihe supplies required by the
military from the farmers. Lord Milner now proposed te give them a change in the form of
holf a Government, but it was to be in such a form that he (Lord Milner) could still hold the
upper hand. The Boers had never asked for a chauge like the capitalists had, but if a change
were given it should be given in the form of Responsible Gevernment, He contended that the
working classes and the Boers should stand together against the capitalists and endeavour to
form a policy which would make the country a white man’s.

Tue CHINESE,

Speaking on the Chinese question, he asserted that the capitalists had imported Chinese
1n order that they could make a greater profit; it was not because there was a shortuge of native
labour. It was the duty of the working classes to join with the Boers in order that emg]uyment
might be given to white men—the same state of affairs as existed befors the war. When the
Brniton ang the Boer worked together, then would the Transvaul be lifted up to Heaven.
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Applause) He pointed out that although money came out to this country from Burope for
ihep 1;;3;;,0515 of drlz)veloping the country—and it was a good thing that it did come out—yet the
capitalists were not satisfied with a reasonable percentage gf rofits ou”thelr capital; they expected
fo receive in return 200 or 300 per cent. The policy of “ Het Volk” was to retain a reasonable
proportion of the gains in the country for its deve opment. The capitalists had not found the
thirty millions promised to Mr. Chamberlain, and he thought the object of Representative
Government was to transfer the burden of that liabilitv on the shoulders of the land owners and

the agricultural community.

Tur Laveuack PROBLEM,

i the education question, he said that they could not make an Egyptian an
Isragi‘ifairggﬁhzg could shey ma]ge a Boer an Englishman. He contended, therefore, that the
English children must Jearn Dutch, and the Dutch children must learn English in one school.
so that the future generation should grow up as one people, each retaining their own traditions,
religion, and national sentiments, ’fhen, and then only, could they have permanent peace in
South Africa, and they would be better able to understand one another’s grievances. They must
have equal rights for both. (Applause.) '

GeEneral Bevens' Sprrch.

(3eneral Beyers received a quiot ovation when he rose to address the meeting. He said that
he only wished to say a few words on the question of the alteration of the Constitution. They
had now left the old flag, and bad come under the new flag, and they would
be true to the country and to the flug. Aecording to the Treaty of Vereeniging,
the country was to have four phases of Government. First, military, then |Urown
~ Colony, then Representative institutions, and then full Responsible” or Self-Govern-
ment. He contended that they had had the first three, arguing that the Representative insti-
tutions were represented by the present Legislative Council, Municipal Councils, and Urban
Boards, The Johannesburg papers themselves had told the people that when the present
Council was constituted that it was a Representative institution, as all classes of the community
were represented. Therefore, the present Council must be the Representative institutions meant
by the Treaty.

MoxoRrEL AxD Basrarp,

Representative institutions, or mongrel Governments, had proved failures in the Cape and
Natal, and it was, therefore, not necessary to underge the same experience here. He was not a
* bastard ” himself, the people were not bastards, and they did not want a bastard Government.
He wanted this to be a white man’s country. He was a white man, and they wanted a white
country, That was their objeet. Lord Milner had requested their adviee with regard to the
pr?ipnsed alteration of the Constitution. ‘Well, they went to Johanensburg and saw Lord Milner,
and he had asked for their opinion. They replied that they could not give their opinion until
they knew the nature of the Constitution. Lord Milner then said that he had not finished his
programme, and he could not say what was going to be done, but he said that they were going
te have Representative Government. They told Lord Milner at once that half an egg did not
represent anything at all; but if they were going to have a change—and they had not asked

fﬁr one—let them huve Responsible Government. This was the only form which would sutisfy
em, .

Do You Want Rymw?

They had now called a_meeting of the people to ask them what Government they thought
was best for the country. 1d they want to have the country rumed or not? If they did mot,
he asked them to pass a resolution which would also apply for the Free State, which, together
with the Transvaal, had offered their blood for them, They wanted to have the same Government
to apply tc the Orange River Colony at the same time that it applied to the Transvaal, for the
Urange River Colony said that they had earned it. < Hé asked what was their position to-day?
What had been done? From the various newspapers they had heard of reconciliation and
brotherly love,‘but what did they find to-day? They found that they had performed the deeds,
and that the Government had only spoken the words. The Government bad done nothing to
show their brotherly love and reconciliation, and he could prove what he said,

Goxe To TaE Dogs.

When he spoke he referred to the capitalist and the Governmeut, and he maintained that
the former had greatly influenced the latter through their opinions and gatherings and deputa-
tions made on behalf of the mining industry. If did mot maiter concerning the agricuﬁural
community whether they were Dutch or English, they could go to the devil. It did not matter
what became of t}lem. That was the feeling, They had been usked to forget the past; but they
:w.:ls]wd to make South Africa what it should be—a country of progress—that was their ohject,
They were going to the dogs, and it was their duty to stand up and profest aguinst what had
been dane. It wus their duty as Africanders to take their brethren by the hand and to show them
the proper way. As it was the British Government was trying to destroy their nationality,
a}pd so long as the British Government was doing that then there never could be reeonciliation.
They must remember the promises of their fathers wnd mothers, who before Goud and man
promised not to forget their nationality and religion. He prayed them, therefore, to stand fast
in suppart of their language and their nationality. Their eyes had been opened to-the pust, and
it was now time that thtn\" awoke and fought for their rights, eonstitutionally,. They wanted
equal rights for buth\ the Inglish and Duteh lunguages in the sehool. They had quife cnough

\



125

troubles and quarrelling, and they must be a united people, otherwise they would go to the devil
with all those quarrellings in South Mrica. Like rvights for the Boeers snml ngliritish wonld
cause reconciliation, and that was their objeet; and they wanted nothing mare ar less. Then
there was thg, great question of education, He referred to Lady Curzon’s remarks about .catching
the Boer children when they were young, and he eonsidered that when the children did learn
English they should learn it properly; but they were also to make sure that they did not lose
their mother tongue. Adverting agam to the new Constitution, he said that they did not want
to be treated like a lot of fools, and when a question came in front of them to be always in the
minority and laughed at. They did not want to sit on the new Council like a lot of baboons,

CoMPENSATION. .

_ Then there was the compensation question-~the beloved and pleasant question of compen-
sation. If he were going to give a present he did not wait (hree years, but he gave that presemt
at once. The British Government had said they were giving the Boers three millions by way
of a presgnt in compensation; but it did not matter whether it was a present or by what name
it was called. They did not, want the nawme; they wanted the substance. But what had they?
There had been a Commission formed, and most learned men had been trying to settle the
question; but what had they done? They were drawing their cheques and putting them in their
pockets, and at the same time they were praying to Almighty God that the compensation question
would go on for ever. If the Government wished 1o help the people, why did they wait three
years, while people were starving and the country was going to ruin? The members of the
Commission were setiling one or two claims a :day, while there were hundreds of thousands of
claims to be settled and gone into. Out of the three millions there remained about a quarter -
of a million, the rest having been frittered away and wasted, Although he was a poor man,
he had already stood security for half-a-dozen Boers; but even when the Government had got
fnod seeurity why could they not pay out? He wanted the Government to see their position,
He was not going to wait and wait like o voleano wntil it burst out,

Brorgy.

Referring to the “ great” repatriation, he said this was a perfect organisation—according to
the Government’s point of view. Well, he thought that the British Government ought to be
ashamed of the way in which the Repatriation Department had been carried on. The British
had taken possession of the cattle, and the sheep, and oxen, and wagons, and they had every
right to take them from the Dutch-—it was the result of war—but why did the Government
say they were helping the farmers to work the land when they did not pive the farmers the
cattle, &c., back at reasonable prices? No; they were charging £20 and £§0 for cattle and £21
for mules, which had cost £12 10s. on the markel. Was that helping the people, charging them
such exorbitant prices? He was merely pointing out these things to them so that they would
ot go down like a reed in the wind, but so that they would stand up for their rights; to show
what they required and to stand up in their own interests. There had been a good many
scandalous things happening iu the Repatrintion Department. If they had offered a few
sovereigns to the officials they could get anything. He understood that it was enly the old
Government which was all wrong; but the British Government was worse. In the old Govern-
ment it was said they could bribe the officials with £5; but under the present regime a bribe of
£100 was required. (Laughter.) '

Tuag NATIVES.

He also touched on the labour question, and said that the natives knew that the Dutch had
no money. He maintained that the law was wrong in regard to the taxes on the Kaffirs,
Farmers could not now afford to pay the high rate of wages, and the Kaffirs were leaving all the
farms and going to the Government locations and farms. The farmers could not get Kaflirs to
work for them. There were plenty of natives in the Zambesi who could work on the mines,
and before the war they had always plenty of labour. They had the building of bridges, railways
and all sorts of things, and still they had plenty of Kaffirs; and then natives were cheaper
than they were now. Why, he asked, had fﬁey brought Chinese to the country? These men
only spent a farthing in the country and took the balance away with them, or sent it away.
At all events it was spent in other countries. Then there were the coolies, An Englishman
could not live in the same way as the coolies and compete aﬁamst them as shopkeepers. Respect-
able Englishmen eould not live like a coolie, and he asked, “Is that the palicy of the British
Government to help the yellow man aguinst the white man?” He was now speaking for the
Englishman, and that was the policy pursued to-day, :

Heremve THE FARMERS.

Another question was in reference to the market. If all the rations required for the uatives
and South African Constabulary and the military were bought in the country that would help
the farmers: then why go and import these commodities? He also referred to the fact that wheu
the cattle had been supplied to the farmers, the farms had been _ql,l,amntmed. which was the
spirit of “ T have given you the cattle, now stop where you are and die,” He also quoted the case
of u widow in Pretoria, who had borrowed donkevs from the Government. One of these died,
and she had to pay for it, Was that keeping the Boers? 8 eculators, he averred, .could get

ermits to move cattle, but the farmers could not; and, he added, since the veterinary surgeons
Ead come into the country they had proved a bigger pest than the tick. (Laughter.)
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Tls PETERSIURG SPEECH,

He heard that there was a great paise in the country about the speech he made at Pieters.
burg. ‘What he snid in Pietersburg he said again. In Pietersburg he said what he did when
be saw the great poverty which existed amongst the farming population—people who were not
lazy; but people who really worked—English and Dutch. People who were trying to work
by the sweat of their brows to live, He felt broken-hearted about it. He would point out also
that men travelled ten or twelve hours on horseback to pay their taxes or on other business, and
they had to wait the pleasure of the officials before they were attended to. The people kept these
things in their hearts. e urged them that they must not be frightened at such treatment
meted out by the officials or the Government. As long as they listened to the law they could

. always talk to the Government. He warned them that if they continued to brood over these
things that it would eventually be like a sore, which was concealed, and which they did not want
to heal. The man Bezuidenhout, instead of speaking out on those things which he had to bear,
kept them in his heart, and he rebelled againat the Government beenuse he did not spesk out.
I1 he had spoken out he would have been assisted by the Government,

Dex'r se Cowanps,

And now he would remind them not {o be afraid to speak cut-——"* Dan’t be cowards.” Tt
was wrong for them to keep these {hings in their hearts, and it was liable to do them damuge.
That was what he said at Pietersburg, and that was his meaning. Ile considered it was his
duty to speak out; and it was his duty to the English Government to show them the position,
which he likened to a voleano. In the war it had been said he was a braggurt; but he had
warned the Boers, when they talked of driving the British across the border, that that was
vonsense, He was not a braggart—it was not us nature to brag; but he would speak the truth
whatever it cost him. It was unnecessary for him to say any more about the eriticism in the
press. There had been a falsehood spoken against him, He had never said that. the officials
of the Government were not qualified for their position. The Pretoria officials were competent.
He had, he said in conclusion, spoken to them on a number of points. What he had said in
Pietershurg and what he said in Nylstroom were only his own personal views and opinions, which
he would also express. He merely wished to speak the truth, and if “ Het Volk” would not
stick to the same principles and speak the trath, he would have nothing to dv with it. The
truth must be the watchword of the people-—iruth and honour in the CE“I‘PI’I and in Society,
{Loud applause.)

General Beyers then briefly reiterated his speech in English.

Tue ResoLvTios.

A resolution was then pussed unanimously in favour of Responsible Government, which
should apply equally at the same time to the Orange River Colony.

The usual votes of thanks brought the proceedings to a close,

General Beyers and Mr. A. 1. Wolmarans will address anotber meeting at Warmbaths
on Monday, and, if time permits, they will return to Nylstrom and address a meeting of the
settlers on Springhok Flats,

At PorGIETERSRUST,
A Sperca axD AN ExpranaTioN,

) Potgietersrust, Fehruary 18.

. General Beyers, accompanied by Mr, Wolmarans, addressed a public meeting here yesterday
in the Town Hall. * About 60 bur ilers and others were present. '
. After explaining the principles of *“ Het Volk,” and distributing a pamphlet containing
Its propaganda, it was put to the meeting and carried, that a branch of the Association be formed
at Potgieter, and a working commitiee of seveu townsmen was elected.

General Beyers, who addressed the meeting in Dutch, said that the Association had been
formed to promote the general interests of the community, irrespective of nationality. A struggle
was going on in the country between capital and labour; the one represented bv the men who
lived in palaces in Park Lane, and had only the interests of the mining industry in view, and
the other by the population of the agricultural districts. The speaker complained of the neglect
of Dutch education in the schools, delay in payment of compeusation, the seandul of the repa-
triation, and want of protection on the part of the Government to the agriculturists. General
Beyers said the terms of the Peace Conference had not been carried out by the Imperial Govern-
ment, and the Boers had only surrendered because they thought the conditions would be fulfilled.
If the Imperial Government mistrusted the burghers'in the matter of Responsible Government,
the burghers were also fully justified in their mistrust, The press and his (Beyers’) own purty
had taken exception to his speech at Pietersburg, but the opinions he then expressed he now
adhered to, and if they did not please his party he was willing to resign, but be had every trust
in the people and would be agawnst the capitalists til] his death. General Beyers said : ‘They
speak of conciliation, but there is an undercurrent which is deirimental to the existence of our
natmtn. In conclusion, he said he hoped they would all work together for the welfare of the
country,

Mr. Wolmarans spoke at considerable length in support of General Beyers,

. Mr, Allan King, the Sub-Native Commissioner, saIi]d General Beyers had spoken of con-
ciliation, but such a speech as he had just made was not likely to promote conciliation jn any
way, am}: he had played on the feelings of the people, and hod not appealed to their calmer
judgment. :
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In reply to o {i g . . . ;.
pai drl?}':‘t gf%hlei; ;lv;;;splg;‘kv;g?"e“l Beyers stated that the expenses of these politieal towrs were
e usua] resolution for Responsible Govermment, ineluding the Orange River (¢ .

- was then passed, and the meeting cﬁ)sed with three cheers for Gengul Beye:-:."m ftiver: Colawy,

Hemersere Meermve.
Bevers' Srercm DrpREcaTED.
(From Our Own Correspondent.)

) ‘ . ‘ Heidelberg, February 19,
A;t a meeting of “ et Volk” (Ieidelberg branch) last night at the Vieloria ilntel,
Mr. P. Viljoen presiding, n resolution was passed, “ That this hranch <oes not approve of the
recent speech of General Beyers, at Pietershurg.”

JIn spealcmg: to the motion Mr, Alberts emﬁeavourml in a measure to shield General Bevers,
saying that having slept under the General's blanket le knew him very well and felt sure that
‘]30 was carried away with his own personal feelings, and his speech diﬁ not intend to represent

Hetk\"'{).lk as an assoclahon.h :
A «<hseussion arose as to the powers of the Head Committee, Mr. Bar being of opiui :
mare latitude.should be allowed local committees. ‘ [ o7 oprmon fra
Mr. . J. Uys said that as each committee would be represented at the Conferences these
matters could be discussed then, when, he thought, the local branches would find thal their
representations would be well entertained.

3.)
“8raw,” February 18th, 1905.
“Her Vouk."
MEETING AT BELrast.
Appress 37 ME. Scmuark Buresr.
Tur Usvar REsoLvrions,

Belfast, Saturday (Speeial).—As one of the series of the meetings which are being held in
connection with the establishment of branches of the Boer organisation of * Het Volk,” a public
meeting took place here in Mr, (. Coetzee’s garden this morning. Mr. Schalk Burger presided,
and there were about 300 burghers present, including Messrs, Jan Lombard and O, Coctzee
and General Grobler, ex-Raad members, Messrs. Tante, Tenebergen, L, Grobler, Theroy, Nwart,
Matthew, A, Coetzee, Swanepoel and Loubscher.

The proceedings having been opened by Mr, Coetzee, who introduced nnd welcomed
Mr. Schalk Burger, the latter thanked them for the welcome extended to him and the expressions
of good-will towards the Head Committee. He referred to the Boer Congress, held at Pretoria
last year, and the consequent organisation of “ Het Volk.” The Head Committee thought that
it was now time for them to organise themselves, seeing that other political parties had already
been established, and, when they were properly organised, he hoped their opinions woukl be
consulted and considered in the matter of the Constitution of the proposed new Government.
He hoped it would not be said later, as was now being done by some people, that the burghers
were being led blindfolded by the Boer leaders. Evervone had the opportunity of speaking for
or against the statutes of “ Het Volk,” but the statutes were not to l}))e discussed, appraved or
;lisapproved of mow, as they made provision for amendments which might be desired in the

uture,
The statutes having been read, Mr. Schalk Durger asked whether anybody desired any
information. )

In reply to a question, he said that at present the members of the Head Committee were
providing' their own expenses, but later on some arrangements would have to be made for
contributions towards the expenses of travelling delegntes. .

Continuing, he suid their sole object was to co-operate with all white men in the country
and to work for the general welfare of the people and country.

At this stage a burgher said there were some gentlemen present who did not understand
Duteh, and he thought it advisable to have the proceedings. interpreted.

The request was, however, not acceded to. _ )

Tt was resolved to form a branch of “ Het Volk” for the ward Steenkampberg, including
the town of Belfast. ) '

The following wers elected a provisional committee for the ward: Messrs, 0, Coetzee,
P. Fengbergen, P. Tante, L. Grobler, 8. Costzee, J. Joubert and A. du Prees,

Me. Semavk Bumeer's Serrcm.

Addressing the assemblage, Mr. Schalk Burger said the next question was the reported new
Constitution, They never intended to take the lead in political matters, but now it was their
duty to expregs their opinions, and he was not ashamed to say that the Iead Committee wanted
that if anything was given to the people it must be something good and sound. They were free
British ‘subjects, and could speak out their opinions. The welfare of the country depended on
the leaders of the Government. The Head Committee had met Lord Miluer, and, in reply to
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. . ; Ahi 1o the
a question, they told HMis Excellency that they did not ask for anything, but aﬁhered'_
\'o‘}-eenigin’g Tr;at_\', and it was for him to say whether they had behaved propetly dutx]mg: ﬂu;
“last three years. They wanted a good sound Government, and thought it was hmﬁ I}IGB go
Seif-Government, for which they were fit now. If anything had to be given, it m“St'ble Gespnm
sible Government. He explained the difference between Representative and Responsible ’0;1 ir}?-
ment. He was afraid that in_Representative Government the majority of the members mlgH bs
Government nominees. Ie did not say it would happen, but it might, and then it woule ti
worthless to them. They wanted the same system of Government which the que and Ng}t)?
enjoyed. He deprecated the statements published in certain newspapers that, i .Respon-m he
tiovernment were granted, the British would lose by the vote what they had gained by the
sword. If they got Responsible Government, they were quite prepared to submit to the majority,
should their party be in the minority. He had seen certain statements, made by Mr. Abe Bailey,
but he assured that gentleman that they had no such dirty plots or conspiracies in view, such as
ihose that were hatehed in Johanneshurg in connection with the Jameson Raid. (Applause.)

In reply to o question, Mr, Burger snid they did not know what proportion of members
in the new Government would be elected and nominated, but they could well guess.

Mr. Jan Lombard, ex-First Rand member, said if they could not get Responsible Govern-
ment, they had hetter he satisfied with the present form of Government. e eriticised the
" Tick Commissioners,” who, he said, were the work of the present Government. When anyone
went to the (fovernment offices to complain sbout the conduct of those Commissioners, he was
told, “It’s your own people.” (Laughter.) The English Government had compelled them to
ask for what they had been promised. Ile eriticised the personnel of the Gnvg-x:nment offieials,
and said spme boys fresh out from school in London, who did net know the difference between
i bull and a cow'—(laughter)-—had been placed aver them to rule them, ‘ -

Mr. Burger, interposing, said they should leave sueh trifling matters alene and disenss
higher politics. i

Mr. Jan Lombard said if he could not get Responsible Government he wanted nothing
at all. (Applause.) ‘ ) » o

Mr. Van De Sandt suggested that their party should approach the other %)olmcal partieg in
the country with a view to united action in fighting for the granting of full Responsible
Government, . .

A resolution in favour of full Responsible Government, when {he Imperial Government
desired to hring about a change in Government, was passed imanimously. _

Mr. Sehalk Burger then referred 1o the Orange River Colony, which Colony, he said, was
a party to the Vereeniging Treaty. Both States received the same obligations under that Treaty,
fle could not sy what the Imperial Government was doing, but he thought it was their duty to
remember their sister State, and to approach the Government with a respectful request that
ihe same measures of Government, which were intended for the Transvaal, should be granted
to the Orange River Colony simultaneously.

A resolution to this effect was passed unanimously. )

Mr. Heeling proposed that they should deeide not to aceept any form of Government which
the Orange River Colony could net get.

Mr. Schalk Burger said he would not consent to that. They should do their duty towards
their sister State. but, at the same time they should {ake what they could get. He vigorously
objected t0 a resolution which was handed in to that effect, and said they would be doing great
harm to the Orange River Colony, as well as to themselves, should they pass such a resolution.
They were not there to agitate against the Government and make matters more difficult. They
wauld do an injustice to the Orange River Colony if the resolution was passed. He usked that
the resolution should be withdrawn, and he was supported in this by several speakers.

Mr. Hesling, however, refused to withdraw his motion, which was eventually rejected, only
three voling in favour of it.

Mr. Schalk Burger said the business of the meeting was now done, and he thanked the
burghers for attending. He hoped they would work harmoniously together. The circumstances
of the eountry at present demanded it. Before the war their country was rich and prosperons,
but now things were different, He exhorted them to set aside all division and ill-feeling and
to work for the general welfare of the country, He believed the present Government did not
expect them to be dead members of the community. They should do their duty and co-operate,
They should not divide, but strive to maintain their traditions, iheir Taal and nationality, which
they were free to do, He hoped every one who had the welfare of the country at heart would
join * Het Volk ” and help to build up a prosperous and happy white nation. (Applause.)

Au Englishman present asked if the published report of General Beyers’s speech was correct.

Mr. Schalk Burger said he could not reply to that uestion, as he was not present at the
meeting, and had received no official confirmation or denia(} with regard {o that report,

A vote of thanke to Mr., Burger and of confidence in the Hewd Commitiee was carried
unanimously, and the proceedings terminated.

) '
“Srar,” February 18th, 1905, ‘
Porarics At GreumisTow.
MEeErING Last Nienr,
Me. Quiny axp * Tuw Star.”
(¥From Our Correspondent.)

~ The Germiston School 1lall was last night packed to its utmost capacily {o hear and take
part in the discussion on Responsible Government. -On the platform, besides the Mayor, were
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Mossrs, Bvans, Hotmeyer, Wentzel, and the Rev. Mr. Scott, with Mr. Grifiths, and Conncillor
Jobn Ross. The Johannesburg contingent consisted of Messrs, Quinn, Shanks, and Whiteside.
In the body of the hall were noticeable Messrs. O, Brammer, T. A, White (Simmer and Jack),
H. C. Gain, W. J. Tully, W. Brammer, Dale, R. Orpen, Joe Ross, Tute, and many other weli-
known citizens of Germuston.

The Mayor infroduced the object of the meeting briefly, and appealed simply for a fair
hearing for both sides. ‘ i

My, S. J. Evans moved the first resolution :—

That, in the opinion of this meeting, the immediate granting of Responsible Government
is absolutely necessary for the true welfare of this Colony.

In supporting the resolution, Mr. Evauns referred to a previous meeting, wherein
an _amendment favouring Responsible Government was lost only by a narrow majority,
and said that he had been importuned, since that meeting by o lurge number
of residents to fix up a meeting for the Responsibles. The chief, wnd, in his
mind, the only objection which could be 1aised against the granting of Responsible
Grovernment was the possible paucity of men competent to run this Government. He (Mr. Evans)
ventured to say that there were plenty of men us capable, at least, as the unfledged importations
who up till now had mouoEuIised that honour. In speaking of the Dutch section, Mr. Evans
said that Lord Milner emphatjcally stated that the Dutch hed faithfully carried out the con-
ditions of the Vereeniging Settlement, and with regard to the ill-chosen words of General Beyers,
if he (the speaker) thought they represented the feelings of the majority of Dutclumen, he would
cease to suplitirt the Responsible movement.

Mr, G. M, Hofmeyer seconded, and in the course of a iemperate speech, said that General
Beyers’s speech was certainly to be regretted. He was not, however, defending General Beyers,
who was quite capable of defending himself. He (the speaker) was of opinion that the utterance
of the speech referred to was more of a Godsend than a grief to the papers. Extremista were, he
said, mimical to the best interests of any party, and what was wanted was a moderate party
from both sides, and to that he (the speaker) alone looked for salvation, for the future of this
Colony. Mr. Hofmeyer said that distrust was not limited to the Duteh, that Britishers also, who
liad the courage of their convictions, were alike treated to a similar suspicion. In conclusion,
Mr. Hofmeyer said that the hope of this country lay in reconciliation, mutual confidence, and
respect, ﬂ]l(f hearty co-operation., Without these as a  sine gua non,” he was firmly persunded
there was no hope for the country. C ‘

Mr. Whiteside supported the resolution, and said that the Franchise Law us offered by the
Boer Governient was more liberal than that offered to the citizens by the British Government.
(Cries of “ Rata!” “ Rats! ™ and uproar here prevented Mr. Whiteside from continuing fox a
time.) Continuing, he said, that the notorious raid was created only to put a ring fence round
the Transvaal, and when the late Mr. Rhodes found the plot had failed by u ** coup de main,”
he said before going home that he would get by constitutional means what had been unobtuinable
by the means adopted. Mr, Whiteside continued by saving that the Boev should be tuken by
the hand, and led along in common fellowship. Speaking of press influence, the speaker said
that before the war, one gentleman was employed to work up an agitation to make cq‘ntmuecl

ence impossible, and was for this promised a bonus and a first-class passage back to England.
}l]‘he self-same gentleman had, however, since the war, been unfortunate enough to rub the fur
the wrong way, and his services were dispensed with. o

Mr. Shanks believed that it was quite unnecessary to introduce the bogey of racial feeling.
Let the dead past bury its dead, and all start out with the best interests of the country as thexr
real watchword. The mere word “suspicion ¥ as a word existed in_the mind of nutions ad
individuals alike, but it did not necessarily imply painful distrust. Lord Milner said the time
was not opportune. He (the speaker) was of a different way of thinking, and the danger fores
shudowed by the opposition, if danger there were, was really reduced to a minimum, inusmuch
as the Imperial veto was always there if needed, although he {the speaker) was of opinion that the
more seldom such veto were employed the better. Reverting once again to the question of
trust, Mr. Shanks said that © if we do not trust the Duteh, we shall never get them to trust ns.

Mr. Green here moved an amendment : —

That in the best interests of the country °t is inexpedieut to graut Responsible Government
at the present time.

Mr. Green said that Representative Government was promised by the Tmperial {(fovernment,
and Representative Governmevut it would be. It was useless to kick aguinst the pricks.
(Applause.) ' ) o -

The Chairman ruled the amendment out of order, it taking the form of a direcl negative.

Mr, H. C. Gain soid he was quite content that the vote should be direct on the one Jssuc,
and for that reason was glad the amendment had been ruled out. In his (Mr. F:zun 5) opinion,
while much had been said, little had been advanced to show that Responsible (mverpment was
necessary. 'The whole erux, from beginning te end, of the Re_spnus\ble (tovernment Party hung
upon the stale saying: *Trust the Dutch.” He said that bitterness must exist in the mindsg
of a conquered vace. It was human and natural. Jiven the Seots (said the speaker) had not
vet got over the bitterness of being conquered. (Loud laughter.) . - und

Mr, Brammer here insisted thsllt M&-.dQumn, who, he suid, wus lying low, shoul speak, an
{his the gentleman in question at last did. ) _ )

Mr.gQuinn refermh to the notoriety he had gained for himself by rubbing the editor of
“The Star” the wrong way. The press, he said, was largely responsible for the dlssqmlnah;m
of distrust, As for Rtesponsible Government, a half of the people in this country enjoyed the
fullest mensure of political freedom before the war, The Boers had possessed it ander their t‘Im!
régime, why withhold it vow? Ile would never rest, and his party would never rest, ]lllnh" 16y
ghould get what was in his opinion necessary, viz, Responsible Government. _If t ? tf.nglfs
yeturns had shown a balance in favour of the British aumerieally, the very men ® ho to<day were
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clamouring against Responsible Gfovernment, would to-day ask, nay, demand, Responsible Gov-
ernment being granted at once. I feel sure that if anything short of Respunsible Government
is granted it will Tead to anarchg{in this eountry.” i ) '

Mr. Brammer looked upon Mr. Quinn as an estremist, and said what was required were
moderate spirits. Should the Executive introduce any measure which should be aguinst the
wishes of the Tepresentatives of the people, the latter had it in their power to render such an
attempt abortive by the withholing of supplies. The Responsible Party ignoved these facts,
whicl, in the speaker’s mind, was 1eally the essence of security against unpopular measures
being passed in opposition to the “ vox populi.” The Tmperial Government was quite justified
in witEholding Responsible Government until the certainty of its use and not abuse would be
beyond question, It was usual, and experience had justified the system, and recedent could
and should be followed in this Colony as it had been in other Colonies. Mr. Brammer added
that the voting of supplies or withholding them would lie with the lower House as obtained at
home, and this power would, therefore, lie in the hands of the representatives of the people.

The vote was put, and resulted in the narrow majority of 15 on the “ Responsible ™ vote.
For Respousible Government P i
Against 0 UUP PPN X1

The Rev. Mr. Scott’s resolution regarding voters’ qualification was carvied, Mr. C. Brammer
remarking that, considering that two-thirds of the company had left the hall, the vote could
scarcely be called a popular vote. ) _

Practically the qualification implies manhood suffrage, the only exception to white male
adults of one year’s residence being aliens, lunaties, eriminals and paupers.

(5.}
“ Sraw,” February 2lst, 1905.
“Her Voux.”
MzeTinGg AT WarMBALHS.
Messrs. BEveERs AND WorMARANg,
StaresenTs CHALLENGED Y MR, Mackie NIvew,

‘Warmbaths, Tuesday (Special).~An important meeting, summoned by General Beyers and
Mr. Wolmarans, for the purpose of forming a branch of “ Het Volk,” was held here yesterday
afternoon. There was a considerable attendance of Boer farmers of the neighbourhood—some
forty or fitty—a few Government settlers, and a sprinkling of visitors,

Mr. Jan Du Plessis De Beer, ex-First Yolksraad member for the district, introduced General
Beyers and Mr. Wolmarans, who were accompanied by Messrs. Boshoff, of Nylstroom, and Van
Suden, and weleomed them fo the distriet.

(enera] Beyers acknowledged the greetings, and Mr, Wolmarans explained that the gather-
ing had been called for the purpose of organising the Boers und workers of the Transvaal for
the mutual protection of their interests. He was eareful to include in his definition of those
-¢ligible for membership, the settlers, English, French and Germans, and all whites making the
Transvasl their home. The object of the organisation was to protect themselves against
uupit;tlists, who were, he said, gradually absorbing the substance and the government of the
country.

_ General Beyers read the statutes of ** Het Volk,” and called for nominations for a provisional
district committee. He explained that the Statutes had to be accepted “ en bloc,” and could
only be altered afterwards by Congress. He referred particularly to Article 14, to which excep-
t]ipu haddbe]zlen taken at previous meetings, as arbitrary, but said that at any rate it could not Ee
discussed there. ’

. Seven nominations were made by Mr. Jan Du Plessis De Beer, which brought out the first
discordant note.

Mr. Carl Potgieter, an influential farmer of the district, requested that his name should
be removed, on the ground that he was too old to take part in politics, also that the association
was not really on the broad lines claimed for it by the speakers, but was meant particularly
for Afrikanders. )

An amendment, submitting other names, including at first two settlers, who, however,
declined and refused to join the association, was put forward by Mr. Aitchison, and carried.
The nawes were as follows: Mr. Von Brandis, Mr, Jan Du Plessis De Beer, Mr. Potgieter,
Mr. Grobler, Mr. Jacobus Botha, Mr. Paul Botha, and Mr. De Vos,

At this stage the proceedings were briefly explained in English by Geueral Beyers, for the
benefit of any non-Dutch present.

A motion was then put to form a branch of “Het Volk” at Warmbaths, and carried, with
five dissentients, Messrs. Wolmarans and Beyers then spoke, their speeches being practically
a repetition of the Nylstroom speeches, as reported in the  Star " yesterday.

Mr. Wolmarans said that while the workers, and the Boers were poorer than before the
war, the capitalists were growing stronger, and would eventually absorb the whole country, The
ouly object was to get the gold out of the mines, and retire to Park Lane or Hamburg, leaving
the country sucked dry. More gold was being got out than before, but the people were pourer,
There were enough Kaffirs in the country for all purposes, and it was unnecessayy to tmport
Chinese coolies, and send money away. The Kaffir spent his in the country, and if all the sources
. of native labour were tapped, there would be quite sufficient for the mines. The Boers and the

workers must stand or full together against the capitalists, who controlled the Government, and,
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unless there was a change, in i ;
the :@gitaliiattho " la o fhe form of Responsible Government, they would be squeezed by
eneral Beyers practieally repes is Nylstr ks i : :

the Pistershurg. ineidonts whivh }I:: l:ﬁ?dhléal:yxﬁit;:ewr rerrtxmks, including the explanation of

roach rebellion. but that ) was presented, and misreported. He did not
E ) at people should speak out their grievances. Regardi i

e stated that Jabour agents at Potgietersrust had infor gd hi ths' k Beviing patire Iabour,

Kafirs willing 0 50 toowork | t med bhim that there were three thousand

gtog in the mines, but that the agents had instruct

kraals and recruit, but only take those who offered themsef t th u}[s tr:uc O oo the

the Spelonken. The language question, Chi 1 e oo, L was the same in

dealt with ns at Nylstrooms, q » Chinese labour, compensation, repatriation, &e., were

© A settler, Mr. Matthew :
lad boen spent on the seltors, and St they wavs st Teie o e afoed thut two millions
He said that the settlers had i | e inte ther hollice ey are
; put considerable sums of to th i |
at the same time as the Boers obtained cattl mmaney Bho their holdingy, and that.
. 8 iati
on cradﬁ:, at‘i that appearleddexorbitant prices, th: 1;;1&:12%1)11)1:;&?:;% the Repatriation Depertment
eneral Beyers replied that he misunderstood that matter. He wa
y R T, s told by a member of
;}:& %fmsh Parliament that two millions had been spent on the settlers, and he goped they liu(:d
Mr. Matthewson stated that concerning co i

mpens: - ~

not vg)rth £12(i3 before the war, had put in c%aims If)o;I' Z%f&gfiﬁiﬁ% ?fr]iﬁmsﬁlﬁﬁg Boers, who were

natiou‘;?i?ings eyers admitted that there were rascals among their people, as amongst other

Mr. Mackie Niven took exception €

e 1 ) ption fo the remarke made by ;
Beyers regarding the native labour supply, and contemlle:lcft t?:lalzssta{;'rngﬁmsizﬁa 3?);1 b(_:eneréx 1
at random by those holding responsible positions, such as Mr, Wolmarans and General Bemea- y
that he (Mr, Niven) was in a position to emphatically contradict the statements reg'a.rdiny tlls'-
sufficiency of labour in the country for its requirements, having been Chairman of the Lgbmm-
Commission Inquiry, to whose report there were only two dissentients, He referred also to th“
recent report of the Native Affairs Commission. He asked for the name of the Member of Parliu‘i
ment who informed General Beyers of the expenditure of two millions on the settlers, and said
if General Beyers knew irresponsible M.P.'s as well as he did, he would not pay much heedl lt(o
their statements. With reference to the recruiting of native labour, he asked General Bevers to
supply the names of the agents, who stated thaf more natives were not wanted, He related
how he himself last week wanted to obtain 200 natives from the Labour Association for a colliery
in Natal, and was laughed out of the office by the Chairman of the Association, who said he
could do with two natives for every one he had now. Mr. Niven contended that the Chinese
instead of sending money out of the country, as had been said, were purchasing such productione;
of the country as bread, partly manufactured from mealie meal, fobacco, fruit and other articles
while 80 per cent. of the natives employed on the mines were drawn from the Portuguese country’
and a large proportion of their wages were taken back by them, and did not benefit the Transvaal.
Labo]ilnli 6%1;1151, l\gr Wolmarans said that General Botha's written statement was refused by the
mission,

Mr. Niven explained that that was because it chiefly contained arguments against intro-
g:sti;); of S.huil:e, which was outside the terms of reference. It was rejected as other statements

en rejected,

General Beyers regretted he was unable to furnish the name of his informant, the Member
of Parliament, but he would write and obtain his permission to do so. He could not give the
names of the labour agents without their consent, for fear they might be sacked. He could
gmav:hﬁ natptq, however, of Mr. James Bristowe of the Spelonken, for the statement about the

seruiting.

After desultory remarks by Messrs. De Beer. Boshoff and Potgieter, a resolution, the same
as that passed at Nylstroom, was gamed, signatures to the district branch were taken, and a by
no means unanimous meeting, which had occupied two hours, terminated.

Genernl Beyers left for Nylstroom, and Mr. Wolmarans for Pretoria during the night.

(6)
“TEesper,” February 23rd, 1905

Porrrics ot RUSTENDURG.,
Procuessive Branca Foryep.

(From Our Own Correspondent.)

i ) : Rustenburg, Wednesday.

A private political meeting of those in sympathy with the Transvaal Progressive Associa-
tion has been held in the Transvaal Hotel, Rustenburg. The attendance was rather small, and
indicated that apathy exists in the town, but it was ﬁratﬁymg to note the presence of a fair

muster of Boers and Britons from distant parts of the distriet.
Mr. C. Jordan Jones occupied the chair, and among those present were Sir Archibald

Murray, Bart., Messrs. H. Kemball-Cook, C. H. Mullett, Jaspar Malan, Isaac Meyer, C. Buitendag,

and George Musson. . C
The object of the meeting was to endeavour to form & branch of the above association in

Rustenburg.
Tn the unavoidable absence of Mr. Dalgety Campbell, of Krugersdorp, who was expected to

bo present at the mesting to explain the objects of the association, the chairman endeavoured
to fill the gap.

21261 T
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After referring to the origin and scope of the organisation, the platform was read, and the
¢lause explained. _ i

Although a certain amount of cleavage between the Responsibles and Progressives ai)peared
to exist just now, it must be remembered that the Progressive Party would be a political factor
long after Responsible Grovernment is established, . . L

Referring to the Vereeniging Treaty, the speaker said that the Progressive Association was
following the policy on which the treaty was based, and laid emphasis on the forms of govern-
ment promise(l) in ‘Article 7. With regard to the forms of government, mention was made of
the element of danger that would doubtless be introduced by the immediate establishment of
Self-Government, especially in view of the financial responsibilities involved. It was also pretty
certain that Responsible Government would be chiefly divided, not on party, but on racial lines.
That was the tendency, which was being proved since the launching of “ Het Volk,” its aims
and objects being purely racial, despite the disavowal of the originators. As we were now all
British subjects, conciliation should be our watchword. The Boer organisation appeared to be
established on the lines of the Afrikander Bond, which was probably at the back of it. At present
its policy was shrouded in mystery, although the bulk of the Boers were being driven with
apparent willingness to its fold, despite the clause of the “ Council of Seven” that unless they
abide strictly to their ruling they would be excommunicated. Imstead of trying to co-operate
with the British element on a common platform for a policy of progress and mutual welfare,
they preferred to join hands with the Bond and continue a policy of disunion. They had
experienced quite enough trouble in South Africa, and it should be the endeavour of every
sensible and right-thinking person to try and abolish the war of class sections and class interests,
and work together for the common good of the country.

Mr, Caspar Buitendag (Bokfontein) said that they all knew the Boer generals and the
promises that some of them made when war broke out. They said that the country was safe,
that they would never lose it, and that they would fight to the bitter end. Even if they were
going to lose by it, they would not lose the country. They (the Afrikanders present) had not
come to that meeting to benefit their pockets, because they had their farms to work, buf there
were some of the Boer leaders, now ex-generals, ex-commandants, and ex-fieldcornets, who, b
losing their positions through change of Government were very sore. They naturally expecte
them to bark about it. (Loud laughter) Those of them who were present represented the
party of the Dutch who were progressive.

. The Chairman said that the war was now over, and they should therefore try to forget the
episodes which had happened during that period of strife. Boers and Britons alike should now
strive to eo-operate for their mutual benefit. o

' Ormer SPEARERS.

Mr. Jasper Malan (Hooghoomen) desired to have the articles and constitution of the Progres-
give Association printed in Dutch and supplied to the committee for distribution amongst the

armers.

Mr, Jacobus Swartz (Lemoenfontein) supported this, and said that they would be able to
secure numbers of adherents by having ;l)‘rinfed forms both in Dutch and English.

Mr, C. H. Mullett, J.P. (Woodstock), also dwelt strongly on this matter, and said that with
proper organisation they would be able to have a branch organisation amongst the farmers of
Zwartruggens and Elands River.

, It was then decided to form a branch in Rustenburg of the Transvaal Progressive Associa-
ion. :

Mr. C. Jordan Jones was elected provisional chairman and hon. secretary, the provisional

committee comprising the following: Town, Messrs Victor Schoch, George T. Topper, and two

mora; country, Messrs. C. H. Mullett, C. Buitendag, George Musson (Steenbokfontein), Isaao
Meyer, and Jaspar Malan.

A vote of thanks was accorded the farmers for their presence,

Letters were received from several in the distriet who were unable to be present, but who
were iu sympathy with the cause; while the following letter was addressed to the chairman from
Mr. D. G. V. Dalgety-Campbell, but received tao late to be read to the meeting: * With efficient
organisation, it is expected that a strong roll of membership will be secured both in the town
and district. The list is already inereasing. It is natural that strong opposition is expected,
considering that the distriet has a considerable percentage of reactionaries, which will no doubt
receive a strong fillip by the presence of the Boer Jeaders, Generals De la Rey and Smuts,

(1)
“ Leaner,” February 23rd, 1905.
“Her Vorx” anp Breyers,
(From Our Own Correspondent.)

) ) Heidelberg, Tuesday,

A meeting of “ Het Volk” was held at the Vietoria Hotel, Heidelberg, on Sattgrday even?ng,
when about sixty people were present, and ex-General P. R. Viljoen acoupied the chair. In his
opening remarks, the chairman said he was very sorry that Mr. Beyers had spoken in such a
hasty and impetuous manner. He (the speaker) and the Dutch nation had given up their arms,
and had no intention of fighting again in the field, though they would fight constitutionally
for their rights,

The following gentlemen were elected members of the committee, viz. ;~Messrs. Stocken-
strom, Viljoen, Uys, and Wepener.
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Mr. G. J. Biir questioned the chairman as to Article 2, and st i i
! 1 ' ated that he did not
:tH]:1§ :vo;;m;;t(il:gi, tlﬂiat iv;:nrtgg it)o ktxiow if theylelected themselves, or were they electe(li b;othgb;‘;z:)]?
n : h
ruleaTsLnd éigglations ?pl ey were elected at the Congress in Pretoria merely to draw up-
e Chairman replied that th ich di
soem o gine enti;re e o ey were elected at the Congress, an answer which did not
as hi[:é f. C. Biir then asked if the hond committee were elected for six vears, but no answer
urther questioned as to Article 14, whether, in the event of a member bein
NS ¥ y elected b
:oﬁx?t%e}ao?;}uﬁm&ﬁgein co‘untrgv' tm;uavx:ts::,1 m:ltd noz}1 approved of by the head committgee, tlgeeheaﬁ‘
Tesignatio i i i
fhe head commmitice bod shee fte - v:; :n elect thoir own nominee, the chairman replied that
Mr. Bar said he was sorry to hear of the remarks made by Mr. Beyers, and his opinion and
mﬁ _oi téx:ogagjonty 1was thlazlt a Ti‘ﬁl vzho iodfar fi)rgot himself in publie—though he might have
eneral—could n -
discrﬁat ltiziders. ot be trusted to lead the people, who wanted cool-headed and
' r. Mangold said he hardly knew what to believe. Having known Mr, B :
time, be could hardly attribute tﬁose words to him. & Smomn e for & long
Mr. Alberts said Mr. Beyers merely expressed his private opinion. (Laughter.)

(8)

“ LeaDER,” February 24th, 1905.
Borea-BAmEy.
Criricisy or “ Her Vorx.”
Tur Boer Lraber’s Repry,

Reuter's corresgondept at Pretoria has been furnished with a copy of a letter addressed by
Mr. Botha to Mr. Abe Bailey* in reply to the latter’s letter criticising * Het Volk” and defining
his attitude in defence of Representative Government.

The letter is as follows :—

Dear Mr, Bailey,—I have read with surprise your letter to the newspapers, and
I say with surprise because I am unable to understand why you assume such a hostile
attitude towards us, I intend to remark briefly on a few points in your letter. You say,
“But General Botha followed suit at Volksrust by plainly and definitely stating that
the swamping of the British vote by the Dutch majority was the very thing that ought
to come about.” .

This_assertion is entirely false. A certain Mr. Fisher at Volksrust had written a
letter to Lord Milner, in which he states that if Lord Milner does not assist the English,
the British vote was bound to be swamped by the Boers, These words were therefore
employed by Englishmen, and not by me.  Your accusation that “ Het Volk” is a military
organisation amounts to an insinnation so unworthy that it hardlf merits serious atten-
tion, and it is my firm conviction that you insinuate this for the sole purpose of discredit.
ing our organisation in order to excite suspicion against us. .

Qur organisation aims at nothing else but mutual co-operation of all white men in
the Transvaal, in furtherance of the best interests of the land and people; and in spite
of everything that is being attributed to us, it is my firm_intention to carry through
effectively the organisation, and I shall certainly employ all my powers to make it the
best of its kind in South Africa. . .

We shall prove by deeds the genuineuess of our intentions, and the position we intend
to take up towards all whites in South Africa, of whatever natiopality. If what you sa
is truth, viz., that the Boers are so untrustworthy as you would picture them to the world,
why are you in favour of giving them Responsible Government? Military Government
would suif the case much better for the removal of your fears of the Boers. Regarding
your contention, one vote one value and the automatic redistribution of seats, I ean only
say that I shall never be able to approve of such a scheme, because I consider 1t absolutely
against the interests of the entire population of the Transvaal, and I feel convinced that
the Imperial Government’s sense of Justice will never permit the foreible introduction in.
the new Colonies of a system which s not tolerated in England itself.

T am, &o.,
L Lovurs Borma.
9.
“ Lrapen,” February 24th, 1905.
“ Her Vorg.”

Twe PorceEFsTROOM CONGRESS,
SpeEcHES BY BoER LzADERS.
More Moperate Tong ADOPTED,
Own Reporter.
(From Qur 4 ) Potchefstroom, Thursday.

i i i t as that
Potchefstroom has not for years witnessed ‘ageh an invasion of the rural elemen
which occur:-elc.l to-day on the ogcasion of the visit of Mr. De la Rey and Mr. Smuts, who are

* See page 95,

T2
21251



134

. . .. . _ . “ Het Volk.”
‘ organising campaign in the Western Tronsvaal under the auspices of “ Het .
'(]‘:?:rl:)?x‘amfta:lrlgx'nsﬁ n:;gr sturﬁv "Bo];r farmers came to hearthndrlres:gs of their leaders, and some had
' lled in their ox-wagons for days to be present at the meeting.
tmve’.l‘l?e :;l:athlering wasgheld on the veld adjoining the Park, and the assembly of about 2,1200
furnished another striking instance of the political stability of the Boers and their unshaken
ith in their leaders. o .
falthfl?etgaéztig‘; %as undoubtedly by far the largest and most enthusiastic held during the
campaign, and viewed from the platform. which had been erected under a canopy amongst the
trees, the assembly presentéd an_interesting sight. There was nothing new 1n the speeches.
The usually rabid and fiery Mr. Wolmarans was much more temperate in his tone, and made no
inflammatory ohservations, although the inevitable reference to capitalistic tactics was again
ht £ d. )
bmu;]gutrix??’;?zg proceedings the platform, which had long shown signs of weakness, collapsed, and
the occupants were precipitated to the ground. Willing hands rescued the grey-bearded warriors
from the mass of timber and other material. The incident, however, was a pleasant interlude
to the proceedings.

Tae Megrive OPENED.

Mr. N. 8. Malherbe presided, and amongst those on the platform were Messrs. De la Rey,
Smuts, P. Liebenberg, M. Koenig, A. D, Wolmarans, 7. 8. Alleman, P. Zinn, Dreyer, F. Fleis-
chack, Advocate Ferreira, J. S. Perold Pienaar, D. van Graan, and C. M. Douthwaite.

The Chairman introduced Messrs. De la Rey and Smuts, who, he said, would explain to the

ople the objects of the meeting. .
Fe pflr. Zill[:ll read an address %f welcome to the leaders, in which the people expressed their
thanks for their efforts to better the condition of the people.

Mz. D& ca Rev’s SeercH,

Mr. De la Rey, who was received with enthusiasm, thanked the people for their welcome,
and for the confidence which they showed in their leaders. They appeared before the people to
submit a scheme of government to their consideration. The time bad arrived for a change of
government, but the leaders had to wait for the opinions of the people before they took an
steps. It was time the people were being brought together in-one body, and on one basis. It
wag said that changes of great importance would take place this year. The people of the
Transvaal were split up into different camps. There were other organisations composed of the
‘very people who were in the early days qualified men to take part in the government of the
country; yet to-day it was said in some quarters that these men were not now good enough to
govern the country. He eould not agree with the present representatives, but this was not the
first time they had had to agitate. They knew what took place on the occasion of the first
annexation. At that time they were poor, and when the State was taken away from them the
had only half-a-crown in the exchequer, and when a few days later the country was handed bac
to them there were liabilities to the extent of £365,000. (Laughter.) :

Taex axp Now.

In those days the whole of the Transvaal was filled with cattle and sheep, and everyone had
a roof above his head and drove in his own wagon. What was the case now? What was their
position? It was diffieult properly to describe it. There were not twenty-five per cent. of the
residents of this country who had now a roof over their heads, and the majority of these were
very deeply in debt, which wouid take them all their lives to work off. Thirty millions had been
put upon the country on the completion of the war. Was it fair and proper that such a debt
should be saddled on a country which had nothing left? ~ Other people—people who were
responsible for the war--should take over the debt and wipe it off. It was totaﬂ)y unfair to place
it on the shoulders of the residents of the country. For three years the burgher had remained
quiet and had endeavoured to pull the cart out of the mire. Now, however, if the time had
arrived for a change of government the people must have Responsible Government. They must
have at the head of affairs people whom they could trust. He was not at one, he went on to
#ay, with what appeared in the papers about away with Lord Milner and this, that and the
next man, If they had unqualified men then just put them away genily, and put qualified
men in their places; but let them not make this continual shouting on the subject. He would
like to say, however, that what wrder the old Governwent method was done by ome man was
now done by ten men, and they were paid practically double the salary. It might be more—
(laughter)—and all that tremendous body of men hag to be paid out of the taxes. It was not
within the reasonable power of the people to do it. Referring to Mr. Beyers’ recent speech, he
gaid there had been a great deal of discussion in the papers and all over the land as to the remarks
made i)ly Mr. Beyers.  He had said things which the committee could not accept responsibility
for. Mr. Beyers was old enough to look after himself, and let each of them consider the case
with their own mind. Mr. Beyers was a man who eould usually account for his own actions,
and each man must be held responsible for his own actions. They must endeavour, he continued,
to understand one another and to work together for the best. It seemed an impossible thing
that they did not understand one another at this time of day. They had their new Government
and all 1ts power and riches and development, and the new Government did not know two people
of the Boer Government. Their houses and farms had been pulled down; but that was now
: %ast, and it was only by respecting each other that they could work harmoniously together.

e m;ght say he did not want any impossible ]iro osition to be put before the meeting.
He did not want anybody to come to the p at?orm and shout against the Govern-

ment. Let their deeds show what they really meant and what was in their hearts, (Loud
applause.) ‘ -
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(QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

Mr. A, P. Roos enquired how it was that the working men of Johannesburg were not repre-
sented on the Head Committee, seeing that the organisation was not intendedg entirely forpihe
Duteh, but for all white people. '

Mr. De la Bey replied that anyone could be a member.

Mr. Roos contended that the white workmen of Johannesburg ought to be represented.

Mr. De la Rey said the Head Committee was appointed by tie different bodies, but as soon
@s the organisation was properly formed the statutes of the organisation could be altered ot the
will of the people, so that other qualified men could be se!ectecf

i (’),n the motion of Mr. Liebenberg, it was unanimously decided to form & branch of “ Het
Volk,” and after Mr. Smuts had replied as to the work which would have to be done by the
committees, the meeting proceeded to appoint the following committees ;—

For Potchgfstronm. and Settlement.—Messrs. Hans Grobler, Van der Merwe, B. Pienaar,
L. M. Douthwaite, R. Zinn, A, P. Roos, F. D. Conradie, and J. van der Graan.

.. Mooi River (above)—Messrs, D. van Graan, A. Bothma, H. Oberholzer, H. Joubert,
D. Walton, 8. van Kalkwasse, and F, Wolmarans,

Gatsrand Distriet.~~Messrs. J. van der Merwe, P, Schutte, A. Z. Roussouw, Jan Pistorius,

H. d% Prleeﬁz,_ 8. C. %'on,]e, ]} 1. va% Graan, %‘ndHT. 111)‘ Iﬁreyer. .
anl Kiver.—Messrs, J. van Vuuren, T. H. D. Hattingh, G. Holl, G. Van der Vuuren,
H. Muller, G. G. Prinsloo, and Jan van der Oner. & '

Seercn vy Mr. Smurts.

Mr. Smuts was loudly cheered on rising to address the meeting. He said he was exceedingly
pleased to again be in Potchefstroom after so many years’ absence—and they would never forget
the troubles of those years. Now they had a new time since the end of the war, and yet nothing
had been dope so far. (Applause.) There were many things submitted to the Government,
many complaints made by the people; but no attention had been paid to them. In the interests
of the whole people they had waited, and had kept everything back until now, when they could
«discuse the question properly. Then they were a nation divided, and it was not then the time
to cause a commotion amongst the people, so they waited until now. They knew they had stood,
a8 it were, in a bush, Now they were united, and the time had come, The old waichword was
“ Unity,” and it had for its ideal one united Africa from Capetown to the Zambesi.

[ ]

A Unireon Party,

And, still further, they must make themselves as one. It was only by becoming one united
party that they could ever be a free and sirong nation. That was why “ Het Volk” had been
started. The object of the soclety waa to carry out that unity, and let them leave out fault
finding and resolve to go with each other and give the hand of friendship and help each other
along life’s journey. %App]ause.) They were beginning a new chapter In their history. A
Constitution or new Government was being granted, but they would take no responsibility before
they knew what the Constitution was to be. It was left to the English Parliament to decide
whether or not they would trust them and give them full Responsible Government. They would
have no bastard Government—nothing but full responsibility. That was the position. It was
told thera that the time had not yet arrived for that, and that it was only the time for Represen-
tative Government—for a half egg, not a whole one; but they must gemand and insist upon
having the whole ege, and how could they get Responsible Government if they were divided
amongst themselves? They must, therefore, resolve to go back to their wards and employ all
their influence to forget their past quarrels, and if they went back in that spirit to their wards
and worked with those feclings, then there was nothing too great to obtain. The lesson of unity
was a great one, and musf be learned. They would never lose anything by it. They wanted to
see the society become a strong and permanent society in the Transvaal, and a society that
every individual white person would join. (Loud applause.)

Tae Prarrors Corrarses,

At this point, the platform, a rather flimsy erection, which had been ominously creaking
‘under its heavy weight of Boers, collapsed completely, and Messrs. Smuts and De la Rey were
precipitated to the ground, along with the entire platform company. . .

Mr. De la Rey was for a moment pinned between the table and the wood ﬁoormi; but willing
hands speedily extricated him from his awkward position, and he was raised to that portion of
the platform which remained intact, amidst loud cheering.

Tuw Seeecn CoNTINUED,

General Smuts next explained the difference between Regresgntative and Respoxsible
Government. Under the former system the people would elect a Parliament, but the Executive
would be appointed by His Majesty's Government. The elected members would voice the
feelings of the people, %nt the Executive would listen only to the Governor, and it would lead
to great discontent amongst the people if the elected members and the Executive did not agree.
The contention of the Head Committee was that if the Parliament had to be elected by the
people, the Parliament ought to elect the Ministry, so that the Administration would be carried
-out by the representatives of the people entirely. (Applanse.) ‘

Mong Mopsrare Toxe.

Mr. Wolmarans nest addressed the meeting, and made a sivong appeal for unity. There
“were yet dissensions in their midst, but he hoped English, Dutch and all other nationalities
:would unite and co-operate for the furtherance of the welfare of the country. The country
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i i it. Since the signing of
was in such a state now that only Responsible Government coald save it
“:;speace treaty the Dutch had fﬁithfulljly kept their part of the contract. Hef tgaggfgéggtﬁo?f‘
leaders who refused Lord Milner's offer to take part in the present system o . OThe "

they had accepted they would have been bound to the Imperial Govﬁmmenl. Wiyth iy
however, to enter the Legislative Council until they were se ected by the Ee(ip 3. be pre(i
sentative Government the Executive could refuse to pass any law whic ﬁl exi a;;)prove

by the people’s representatives. The capitalists would not co-operate with the t;)lqotpe{ ecause
they wanted all the power to themselves, but the people did not want the capitalis skot goﬁm
and rule over the country, and if they were to prevent this they would all have to wor. Ege e;.
and be united to the Orange River Cy('ylony, which he contended should receive the same form o

Government as the Tranavaal,
LancuaGe anp ReriGiow,

Mr. Wolmarans urged the people not to allow their language and their religion to die away.
At present an attemptgwas be?ngpmade to Anglicise their children, and to this he stronglﬁ
objected. Children in the schools ought to learn both the English and Dutch languages, which:
would tend to better feeling aud more rapid and complete eonciliation. No matter what sacri-
fices had to be made, their langnage must be maintained, (Applause.)

Mr. Amm asked if the Boer leaders would acknowledge the thirty millions loan.

Mr. De la Rey replied that he hoped not. They were too poor to pay it. .

Mr. Liebenberg, in thanking Messrs, Do la Rey and Smuts for their presence at the meeting,.
made reference to what he deseribed as the Press warfare, and said if he could ﬂ)ut half a
dozen editors in gac] he would do so, and then there would be peace in the country. ( aughter,)

Mr. Douthwaite then formally moved a resolution asking for Responsible Government,
remarking that the time had now come when they must press forward their claims. It was their
duty to themselves and to the country. There was not a single person wanted war; let them
have peace. The capitalists were all working against them, but they must put their shoulders-
to the wheel and do their utmost to assert themselves.

Mr. Fleischack seconded, and the motion was unanimously approved.

Mr, Roux moved the usual resolution asking that similar privileges granted to the Transvaal
be also granted to the Orange River Colony. He said they had wanted to help the Government
as much as possible, but the Government would not go with them, and they were justified to assist
the Government, and lmew more about that than the Government did. In the old days the-
Free State was a well-governed country. When the British came they found the Governmenpt
perfect, but they did not follow in the footsteps of previous Governments, and the same could
not now be said. (Applause.)

The resolution was then put to the meeting and carried unanimously.

Mr. F. . Allemann proposed a vote of welcome to ex-President Steyn. He said it was their:
duty to register, register! register!! Let them work together, and all would yet come well.
Ex-President Steyn had been with them in good times and in bad times, and they must now
give him a hearty welcome back to the country.

This motion was unanimously approved, the audience enthusiastically giving three cheers
for the ex-President and for the leaders present at the meeting.

The meeting concluded by Mr. De la Rey thanking them all for their presence, and expressing-
the hope that all other meetings held would prove as successful as their Potchefstroom one.

(10.)
“8rar,” February 24th, 1905.
MEeETING AT PRETORIA,
Mz. Lovepay on REDISTRIBUTION.

Last evening the first public meeting of the Pretoria Responsible Government Association:
was held in the Empress Theatre, which was packed with people, the attendance including a
large number of ladies. The Mayor, Mr. A. Johnston, presided over the roceedings, which.
were enthusiastie, but certainly not marked by anﬁ spirit of unanimity; in fact, at times they
were decidedly of an obstructive nature. When the resolution of the evening—that in favour
of Responsible Government without the intervention of a period of Representative Government—
was put it appeared impossible to state with any degree of accuracy how the voting went, as the-
meeting was about equally divided. The Chairman declared it carried by a large majority.
Amongst those present were Messra. R. K. Loveday, MLL.C,, T. W. Beckett, Hugh Crawtford,
W. K. Tucker, C.M.G. (Johannesburgf, E. P. Solomon (Johannesburg), Advocate Duxbury,.
I. van Alphen (late Postmaster-General), F, Nettelton, J. Reid and others.

The Mayor having declared the meeting opened,

Advocate Duzbury moved ;-

That this meeting of the inhabitants of Pretoria is in favour of full Responsible Govern-

ment being granted to the Tramsvaal without the intervention of a period of
Representative Government,

~{Hear, hear.) ' .
He said that the resolution was clearly worded. There were two affirmatives contained in
the resolution; the first was that the inhabitants were in favour of full Responsible Govern-
ment (applause), and the second affirmative was “that they were in favour of Responsible
Government being granted without the intervention of any period of Representative (Govern-
ment.” (* Hear, hear,” and “No, no.”) It was first his Rutv to make porfectly clear the
attitude of the Pretoria Responsible Government Association. He wished to soy clearly and
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distinetly on behalf of the association that in putting before them th i
el ; at resolut
association was strongly in favour of Responsible Gofemmeut bein grnn{t?dotlcln ltolilisﬂ(]ﬁ:)lio;cll;e
there was no wavering so far as they were concerned; although it hmf been suggested that they'
were wavering, because in sub-committee it was suggested that if the Imperial Government
should have decided, or should now decide to grant a form of Representative Government, that
they would abide loyally by any such Government. They believed from the bottom of their
hearts that Responsible Government was the form of government which would conduce fo the
best welfare and best interests of the country, and the Empire in geveral. They could abide
loyally by any decls’mn of the Imperial Government—(hear, hear)—if in their wisdom the
Tmperial Government’s advisers granted a period of Representative Government. They wers not
going to sit 1n a row and sulk in their tents, but they held that form of government they were
advocating was one which would in any event come into the Transvaal before long, They were
now discussing a question Evhlt‘:h had been disenssed again and again in various Colonies, but
they must discuss the question in its scale of importance to the other Colonies. They were one
of forty-four independent governments in the Empire, all of which possessed governments of
various forms, some possessed full Responsible Government, some Representative Government
and some were conducted by the Crown or its advisers. Of those forty-four governments, 12 of
them came under the category of Responsible Government. They had been told they were
unable to govern themselves, and if full Responsible Government were granted the power would
fall into the hands of a political party that could not be trusted. He maintained t ey were fit
to govern themselves, that the matter of government was still an open question, and that any
discussion which might take place in Pretoria or any other part of South Africa would have due
weight in influencing the decision of the officers of the Crown. Thev did not want interference
from party politicians at home, (Hear, hear.) )

Mr, ¥. Nettelton (who was received with ories of “ Who's he?”) seconded the resolution,
:and claimed that those who paid taxes should have the right to administer the laws.

' Me. Greenteres,

The Mayor then read a letter from Mr. Greenlees, in which he said he knew nine-teaths
-of Pretoria was solid in favour of Self-Government at once. They saw mo Tesson why 300,000
white people in the Transvaal should not have the same privileges as 500,000 in Cape Colony
«or 50,000 in Natal. If their traditions of Empire, which changed mot, decreed that for their
&ing they must endure Representative Government, let them loyally aceept that, and nse it for
their ends, Full Self-Government was then to be won at the polling booth and in the Legis-
lgtare, and he wes sure that the Parliamentary candidate in Pretoria who did not pledge himself
to~vote for it at the first opportunity in the new House would have short shrift,

OrrosiTioN,

Mr. J. 8. Cowie apposed the resolution. They were not, he said, yet prepared for Respon-
sible Government. As loyal Britishers they were prepared to accept what their King thought
fit to grant. By asking for Responsible Government at the present time they were dividing the
-community into two sections.

Mr. James Reid also addressed the meeting, but his speech was interrupted all through,
making it almost impossible to bear the speaker, He said this was a question of the greatest
importance to their future, and they had to live under their future Constitution, evegy ane of
tthem, whether of Duteh or British origin, (A voice: “ Africa for Afrikanders.”’) To-day they
were fighting for political equality, t them, he said, accept representative institutions, let
them pull together to the best of their ability, and the sooner would they have the maximum
.power, and the sooner would they have control of their internal affairs. (Cheers.)

The Chairman then put the resolution, and declared it carried by a Jarge majority.

Soxe PriNcrrrEs.
Mr. J. . Rubie next proposed and Mr. E. Dusting seconded, the following resolution, which

was carried with only two dissentients : —

That this meeting affirms the followin% sriuciples: (a) That the franchise be granted
to all white British subjects (excluding paupers, vagrants, [unatics and criminals)
of the full age of 21 years, who have resided in the Transvaal for a period of twelve
months, and in the constituency wherein they seek to register a vote, for a period
of at least three months before the voters’ roll is made up; (b) one man one vote;

(¢) payment of members at a reasonable annual rate,

Mz, Lovepay's SrEecH.

M:. R. K. Loveday proposed ¢

That, this meeting affirms the principle of representation on the basis of population, and
& recommends that a Commission be appointed to arrange the first d?stnbutmn of
seats, and also the basis of future redistribution.

Ho said, whether representation should be based upon a population basis, or a voters’ basis,
promised to be the most contentious of all the questions ralsed iu connection with the great
problem of representation with which they were now face to face, and probably the least under-
stood by the general public both inside and outside the country. And yet it was the gravest
of all the poinis that have been raised, and it was an equitablo settlement of this question alone
that wouk{] bring them amily aud rest. It was a point which could only be setiled equitabl
after thorough, impartial investigation by a2 Commission outside the influences of politica
parties. It was a point bristling with diverse and complex interests which had not their parallel
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population, the only fair basis. yet it was sought to p I n, wit
b};?; 3,,"%‘2{’1,2,;1 who hag still to make his home in this country, and who, untzlt he t(il;;ld fni?];er
that home, was a migratory quantity, against such a State nsset, a graud State asset as «f a 1}_1
surrounded by eight or ten children. The proposition was unsound. The one, fah sing _(} 1lill(i
vidual, who may pass out of the country at any moment, the other, a father with a w1dqt5|n |
five to’eight children planted in the country, part and parcel of the country. Tklulese condi mnjv
were not only confined to unmarried but to a large percentage of married men, whose v_mf*es and
families reside in other countries, and these men were living, in many instances, he was informe L
the quietest of lives in order that they may save sufficient to take them out of the country ;a_n
give them a start in the land of their birth. And yet it was seriously spggestedlyq give a section
of the population, situated as he had pointed out, the power to dominate politically the true
residents of the country. What encouragement for immigrants! To-day the advocates of a large
section of the community, a certain defined section, fold t em that their salvation 1,.;1\3* in accepting
“equal electoral districts upon a voters’ basis”—that was, “ one vote cne value ”—* and smgelg
member constituencies, with automatic redistribution.” They were told that if they accepth
this they would have an ideal form of representation. But before allowing themselves to be the-
sport of theoretical experimentalists, who bad no practical knowledge of their own theories, it
might be found wiser to adhere to the practical customs of past generations, He was sure they
hag had enough of experimentalists, and if they accepted this latest political mostrum from
quack advisers, then they deserve to be poisoned. Tt was possible that the suggested theoretical
experiment might prove a success in a country where conditions were equal, interests all of one
nature, but where was there such a country? Could they compare the conditions of this country
with those of any other? Could they even find a faint yesemblance to any other? '

To accept the theories of those who had no practical knowledge of what they preach would
be an act of madness.

Has any one of these theorists come forward and ghown that what they propose actually
oxists elsewhere under conditions such as pertain in this country; or was there any person in
that room, or in that eountry, who from practical experience could step on to a platform and
enlighten them? He would be very pleased to attend his meeting if he could be found, and
give him his earnest attention.

Tur Census.

Had any of them ever studied the advance census returns? It was true they were incomplete,
but a study of them would enable them to gain sufficient information to make them look with
anything but equanimity to the propaganda set forth in the catch words: “ One vote one value,”
“ Single member constituencies,” “ Automatic redistribution.” It was all so simple! They had
merely to start the machine going—redistribution complete—members elected. “ Legislation
cut and dried.” In fact, everything complete according to the desires of the party in power-
in possession of the machine. He reverted to the census returns, they showed that of the
290,000 white inhabitants of the Transvaal, exclusive of military, the urban and rural populations
were evenly divided, 145,000 each. It should be remembered that urban included Tining popu-
lation, and, therefore, the 122,000 whites upon the Witwatersrand were included in the urban,
80 mining aud urban are equal to rural. A close study of the eensus figures discloses some
startling differences between the male and female populations. Taking the details they would
find sections of the mining population disclosed 2,000 males 1o 750 females—1,730 males to 580
females, or a preponderance of males over females e%ual to two and three to one. Since preparing
these figures he had received a pamphlet which had just beea published by Thomas Naylor,
the special commissioner of the “ Daily Chronicle,” on the Chinese lahour uestion, and amongst
the statistics furnished by him he found, he states, that the white male in%abitants of the Rand
were in the following proportion, namely : —20 per eent, married, 64 per cent, unmarried, 16 per
cent. married, but familjes in Kurope or out of the country. Compare these figures with the
rural districts, where they found six males to five females and yet it was sought by men whe
professed to be statesmen to use these ahnormal conditions against the settled population of the
country. The cat was out of the bag, and they had the reason for the theoretical programme,
* one vote one value,” which meant nothing more or nothing less than handing over the countr
to the domination of the mining section of the population. If the voters' basis were act'epteg
Pretoria would undoubtedly be the richer by one or two members; but he was svre they would

agree with him that they did not wish to hold the candle to the devil, and all they wanted was a
fair and reasonable policy—justice to all.

SmverLE Meuskr CoNsTrrvencrxs,

Now a word regarding “ single member constituencies based upon equal numbers of voters”
It such were done the greatest injustice would be done to distriets which had enjoyed represen-

tation since this country was occupied by white men. It was contended that the old districts,

N
.
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such as Waterberg with its 4,000 odd papulation, and Zoutpansberg with its 7,000 odd population,*
would have to be merged into one and receive one member. 'Thus two distriets, with an area
of 41,157 square miles of the total area of 111,196 square miles—or more than one-third of the
whole country—and with a black and white population of 384,000 out of & total population of
1,268,000-—or more than one-third of the whole population—was to have one member in a House
of 30 representatives. That would be the effect of the just and equitable scheme put forward
by the theorists, That was only one instamce of the many injustices that would be done. He
could give them many others, but there was no time that night. To disfranchise any distriet
still existing (there were only 15) would be a political crime, and he wos only using the words
of the men who now suggested it when they referred to the late Government’s action in disfran-
chising the towns. The towns had no claim to representation upon a population or voters' basis,
yet those who now advocated the disfranchisement of sparsely-populated districts called the dis-
tranchisement of the towns a erime. They would naturally ask how were they going to get over
the difficulty? In a very simple way. _Give the rural population the number of members they
were entitled to upon the total population; say the distriets carried 150,000, and they gave one
member to each 10,000, they would be entitled to, say, 15 members for the 15 districts, so that
each district would receive its representation, What business was it of theirs if one district
was more thickly populated than another if the districts themselves were contented with the
distribution, To distranchise old districts merely to meet a theoretical proposition would be an
unpardonable sin which would bear bitter fruit in the future. He would say just a word on the
catching phrase “ automatic distribution based upon voters, divided into siugle member con-
stituencies,”  Could any of them conceive a more perfect scheme for jerrymandering purposes?
When redistribution took place the whole country would, if the population had inereased much,
have to be divided into new constituencies according to every 1,000 or 2,000 voters, which would
mean moving boundaries north, east, west, or south or sub-division of constituencies, and was
human nature to suppose that those boundaries would not be affected by the political atmosphere
of the party in power at the time? Automatic redistribution in such a case would be positively
humorous, the laugh always being entirely on the side of the party in power.

A Coxusstor or Inquiny.

He had been what some persons would call a destructive eritic so far, and they naturally
asked what remedy he could suggest. His resolution gave the remedy. The appointment of
a special commission of inquirg.  In the face of the attacks made upon the bona fides of some
of the highest officials of the (fovernment by the Representative Party’s agents and newspaper
supporters, the Government should welcome such a suggestion. The evidence before such a
commission would enlighten, not only those abroad, but the great majority of those within; all
parties would then be able to place their views before the world. And the theorelical advocates
would be able to give that information they had so carefully withheld regarding the practical
working of their scheme. Conditions so extraordinary as theirs demanded the most careful,
most eritical examination. And he had no doubt that the appointment of a commission would
be the first practical step iu the direelion of conciliation. A fair, reasonable, and equitable
settlement would draw together the great bulk of the population who wanted peace, who wanted
unity, who wanted to solidify the races, leaving the extremists to eat their own rancorous hearts.
They had seen that present parties, with their Mauser and ballot-box fables oh the one side, and
the hogey-man’s nursery rhymes of Slachter's Nek on the other side, were scarcely likely to
bring together Horatio Tompkins, the Britisher, and Gert Swanepoel, the Afrikander. It might
be asked from where it was possible 1o obtain an impartial commission. From two places. Une
from England, of men outside politics; or here, from among the Judges of the High Court. At
a eritical political juncture like the present, no Judge would refuse, he thenght, to accept the
task of settling such differences. He had put before them the plea for distribution upon a basis
of population, and shown thewm, he hoped, the absolute necessity for the appointment of & special
commission where they, where he, and where everyone could go and place his views upon record.
That commission might deem it necessary to recommend a middle course, 5 compromise belween
a population and a voters’ basis as regards initial distribution, but redistribution should be
upon a population basis, Well, if they should, and that compromise should bring a hearty hand-
shake, a truce to dissension, they might thank God for the dawn of that day, o which they had
been looking forward for more than 30 long years, ‘ i

Mr, J. Walker, Trades and Lubour Council, seconded the resolution, He said that the
council he represented supported the principle of Representative Government, and he strongly
advocated representation on the busis of population, . )

Mr., Vere Stent, editor of the ** Preforia News,” said they had listened that night to a most
fantastic scheme of Responsible Government to ensure the return of certain members for certain
districts. They were, he eoutended, ot prepared to give up a member or two members of the
House of Representatives in order to strengthen 1he party led by Messrs. Beyers and Wolmarans,

Alr. Itees next addressed the meeting, and said that Mr. Stent's assertions were unfounded.
The association was not founded to support * Het Velk,” although they were working on much

the same lines. _ ]
"'he resolution was then put and carried, but there was absolutely no order in the meeting

at this stage, .
lﬁrﬁ I‘f Crawford next proposed, and Mr. J. Dougall seconded, that a_copy of the resolution

be forwarded to His Excellency the Governor for transmission to His Majesty’s Government.

T ti carried, i
* %llfe“:xllle;;?;g then ended with a vote of thanks to the chairman and to My, Reek for the

loan of the theatre. '

21251
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(1)

“ rar,” February 24th, 1905
Tae Boes ORGANISATION.
MeeTmNG AT KLERKSDORY.
De 1a Rey axp CHINESE.

Klerksdorp, Friday (Special )—Generals De la Rey gnd Smuts held a public lg}eehnsiw herg
this morning, in connection with the formation of branches of the Boer organisation Het Volk.
The meeting was held in the pavilion on the racecourse, and was atten ed by several hundred
burghers. . ey e

General Liebenberg welcomed the generals, and said they also welcomed all English friends
who might be present,

An address of welcome was presented to Generals De la Rey and Smuts. )

In reply, General Smuts expressed great appreciation of the address and said they had
gone through many hardships. There was much suspicien in such times, and the suspicion
generally rested on the leaders. He was, however, glad to see the confidence which the burghers
had in their leaders, and he assured them the leaders would do their utmost to advance the
interests of their people. (Applause.) ) .

General De la Rey expressed his appreciation of the huge gathering, and explained the
objects of the meeting. It was their object to bring together in harmeny again their pe‘nE'le,
who, in many cases, were living in open hatred to their kith and kin. (Applause,) They wished
for union among all the white inhabitants of the country, irrespective of nationality. They liad

one through three years of terrible hardships, and it was their duty to study and prour in the
interests of the coming generations. It was not their duty to go and shout on publie platforms.
They had to watch anﬁ guard against things which were to thetr detriment. They were prepared
to co-operate and assist the new Government, and he had heard that a new form of government
was going to be given them from England. They had heard that some form of Representative
Goverument was going to be established, but they were afraid that might be bad for the country
generally, He regretted that the Administration had shown itself incapable of paying out the
three millions sterling which was promised. {Applause.} Ouly Responsible Government could
set right things and do justice to the promises that had been made. e thought it was very
detrimental to their interests that the Chinese should have been introduced into this country.
If all the profits had to go to Europe and the labour wages to ]gJo Ao China, then it was far better
for them that the mines should be closed down sltogether. (Loud spplause.) He did not want
to urge the deposition of Lord Milner, but they should go to His Excellency and poini out the
dangers of pursuing such a policy. If they worked harmoniously in a body, he was sure they
could convince the Government that the people of the country could not accept the obligation
of the war debt, which Mr, Chambetlain was promised by the capitalists. He was sure that the
humane British Government would rever compel them to pay the debts, which they themselves
never had incurred. (Applause.) The country was now in a deplorable condition, and he did
not believe in the statements made from without that things were going on all right and that
the country would prosper in the near future. If they were given Responsible Government and
thus enabled to raise a loan to right the wrongs that had been done, he believed all would
come right in the'end. (Applause.) He asked them to decide as to whether they would form
branches of ““Iet Volk” in Klerksdorp. (Applause.)

It was unanimously decided to form branches of ** et Volk,” and General De le Rey said
he hoped they would work harmoniously and co-uperate with all white men to make the people
and country prosperous. (Applause.) _

The statutes of the “ Het Volk” organisation’ were then read and provisional committees
for KElerksdorp and Haartebeestfontein were appointed.

Commandant Allemann spoke in support of the dgruntiug of full Responsible Government,
and submitted a resolution to that effect. They did not want prosperity in the country for
themselves, but also for those who had recently come to live among ther. (Applause.)

The resolution was carried unanimously.

A similar resolution with regard to the Orange River Colony was also carried,

General J. C. Smuts, who received an ovation, in addressing the assemblage, said there were
other political associations in the country, one of which was called the Progressive Party, which
vory much resembled a party of the same name in the Cape Colony. (Laughter and applause.)
There was alse a so-called Responsib]e Government Party, but the object of ' et VolE " was
far decper than either of those parties. (Applause) Tlheir object was the general welfare of
the permanent white population of the country. (Applause.) Their association was open to all
white men, fvhether Boer, Jew or Briton, whether “wild” or tame Boers. (Applause and
laughter.) They wanted o get the country out of the gutter. The Transvaal was a great
country, but it was now like an old cow, which had fallen into a sluit, and it was their duty
and aim to drag the cow out of the sluit, (Applause.) They were prepared to extend the hand
of bratherhood to all whife men in the country. (Applause.) They wished for no distinction
of nationality or ereed. He referred to the successtul eoalition of the Irish, Scottish and English
nations and expressed the hope that they would have a similar united white nation in South
Africa, (Apl;?lause.) They wanted no Ireland in South Africn. (Applause.) Let them co-
operate and live as one nation in South Africa and unite to form a great nation, They wanted
the Government to have confidence in them and 1o allow them 1o govern themselves through the
Se?ple of the country. Let them get a Government which could be held responsible for their

oings to the people of the country. He urged all to join * Het Volk™ and combine in making
a great nation. lle was not against capitalists, for capital was required in the country, but he
objected to people who did not live in the country and who used their money golely for their
own selfish ends.  (Applause.) They were prepared to join with all white men, whether capjtalisis
or 1o, a8 long as their object was to further the interests of the Transvaal. If they were united,
all grievances would disappear, and the great ides]l of their forefathers, namely, & waited South
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Africa, would etill be realised, They should not (;nlv unite under the sume flag, b e
> L v v ] , but al t
m studying one another’s interests and welfare, and thus establish tlhl:; ::nitg,'g wb}licl:l ::')u: Th:
.great ideal of their forefathers, and which should be the crowning point of the great battle
‘which was being fought for unity throughout South Africa, (Applause.) ’

Three cheers were then given for President Stey 5
Rey and St sonciuden Bhe pomapioe ot Steyn, and a vote of thanks to Generals De la

No. 27.
Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. LYTTELTON.
(Received March 18, 1905.)

SIR, Governor’s Office, Johannesburg, February 27, 1905.
Wire reference to my despatch of to-day’s date* I have the honour
‘to enclose, for your information, a copy of a resolution passed by the Klerksdorp
branch of the Transvaal Progressive Association on 6th February, on the subject of
Representative Government in the Transvaal.
I have, &o.,
MILNER,
Governor.

Enclosure in No. 27.
KLERKSDORP BRANCH OF THE TRANSVAAL PROGRESSIVE ASSOCIATION to (FOVERNOR.

“Your ExXCELLENCY, Klerksdorp, February 6, 1905.

A7 a meeting of the local branch of the Transvaal Progressive Association
held here on Friday eveping, 3rd instant, the following resolution was passed
‘upanimously :—

“That this meeting desires to place on record its firm conviction that no
constitution will be acceptable to this Colony which does not contain
provisions establishing at the outset, and maintaining for the future,
equal power and equal privileges for each voter.”

It was also resolved that the resolution, as above, be forwarded to you with a
request that it be transmitted by cable to the Secretary of State for the Colonies,

Trusting that Your Excellency will kindly comply with the wishes of the
-Ineeting,

We are,
Yours obediently,
H. M. Guest, Chairman.
Arrx. LAwRIE, Secretary.
-His Excellency Lord Milner,
Governor of the Transvaal, &c.
No. 28,

Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. LYTTELTON.
(Received March 25, 1305.)

SIR, Governor's Office, Johannesburg, March 6, 1905.
Wirh reference to my despatch of the 27th February,} I have the honour
to enclose, for your information, a copy of a resolution passed by the “ Het Volk
Association at Middelburg on the 25th February, on the subject of Representative
«Government in the Transvaal. ,
I have, &c.,

MILNER,
Governor.

* No, 26. 1 No, 217,
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Enclosure in No. 28.
General L. Boraa to Hica CoMMISSIONER.

(Translation.)

Your ExcELLENCY, Middelburg, February 25, 1805. -

T BAVE the honour to enclose herewith two resolutions, which were taken
to-day at a public meeting of about one thousand of the inhabitants, and respectfully
request you, after perusal, to submit the same to the Imperial Government.

I have, &c.,
Louis BoTHA.

His Excellency Lord Milner,
High Commissioner for South Africa,
Johannesburg.

(Translation.) .

This meeting of the public of the town and wards of Middelburg, Transvaal,
having resolved to establish a branch of “The People” Association, and being
acquainted with the contents of the Vereeniging Treaty, is of opinion that, when the
time comes to make a change in the form d% government of the Transvaal, no other
than complete self-government should be instituted.

Resolved to request the Chief Committee to give notice of this to His Excellency

Lord Milner. ‘
S. P. E. TricHARDT.
J. A. GILrILLAN.,

Carried.
J. N. Munnix,
Secretary.
"
Correct.
Louis Botaa.

(Translation.)
This meeting of the Middelburg wards of “ The People ” Association,

Resolved to request the Chief Committee to bring to the notice of His Excellency
Lord Milner that the conditions of the Vereeniging Treaty affect the Orange River
Colony as well as the Transvaal, that it is the opinion of this meeting that the
Orange River Colony should at the same time be offered any change in the form of
sovernment which might be introduced here. This is according to the general wish.
of the Transvaal public.

Jacos DE CLERCQ.
J. H. Visagr
Carried.
J. N. Munnix,

Correct. Secretary.

Lours Borga.



