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mellitation 
TO 

HIS HIGHNESS THE RAJA OF OOOHIN. 

Two HCNDRED AND TWENTY. YEARS AGO HENDRIX ADRIAAN VAN RHEBDE, 
' 

BAilON OF MYDRECHT, SOMETIME GoVERNOR OF THE DUTOH SETTLEMENTS IN 

MALABAR, DEDIOATIID TO ONE OF YouR HIGHNESS'S PREDECESSORS THE THIRD 

voLUME oF THE " HoRTus MALABARICos '' oR GARDEN oF MALABAR, oNB OF T~E . 
MOST MAGNlli'ICENT BOTANlOAL WORKS EVER PUBLISHED j BEli!ARK1NG THAT WHEN HE 

WAS .AT HIS WORK Ol' COLLEOTING1 PORTRAYING UD DllSORIBING THE PLANTS OF 

MALABAR HE HAD EVER BEFORE HIS MIND THE PRESENTMENT OF THE PRINCE WHO 

HAD VOUCHSAFED BIM SUCH VALUABLE ASSISTANCE IN THE MATTER j THAT BE \VOULD 

NEVER FORGET WHAT HE OWED THAT PRINCE j AND HAD THEREFORE DEDICA'XED A 

VOLUME OF THE " HORTUS MALABARIOUS " TO HIM IN OUDER THAT HIS HIGHNESS'S 

li'AMB AS A MAECENAS MIGHT BE SPREAD TRBOUiiHOUT THE WHOL& WORLD. 

I VENTURE TO DEDICATE THIS LITTLE WORK TO YOUR HIGHNESS IN GRATEFUL 

AOKNOWLEDGMBNT OF YOUR HIGHNESS's KINDNESS .AND OF THE ASSISTANCE l!ENDERED 

TO ME BY THE OFl'ICBRS OF YouR HIGHNEss's STA'rB, AND ESPECIALLY TH!l D!WA~, 

MR. A. R. BANBR.n1 I.C.S., AND THE DIS'l'RIOT MAGISTRATE, MR. C. .A.cHYUTA 

M.BNON, 



PREFACE. 

THE Dutch records in the Madras Government's record-rooms contain material for 
a chapter in the history of European enterprise in India. Samples of this material 
have been published in Dutch in previous volumes of this series. The present volume 
contains a sample in English. 

The series has been published with the view of preserving for the future historian 
of the Europeans in India material the safety of which in the manuscript form cannot 
be gua.ra.nteed. Also partly in order to bring to public notice the existence of the 
material. 

I begt\n to read the manuscripts three years ago, being at that time interested, 
m connection with my official work, in the history of the La.ccadi ve Islands and their 
former rulers, the Ali Rajas or Sea Kings of Cannanore; and it then appeared to 
me, and I submitted to the Madras Government, that some of the records were worth 
printing or even worth translating. 

The Madras Government undertook the publication of the series at their press, 
and 15 volumes have now either appeared or are in an advanced state of preparation. 

This, the 13th volume of the series, contains translations of the two first. Their 
translation was begun in the year 1907. But it soon became apparent that accurate 
translation would not be possible without more' knowledge of the history, the 
organization and. the technicalities of the Dutch East India Uompany than my 
collaborators or I possessed. 

I then undertook a course of reading with the view of qualifying myself for the 
task. The well-known Dutch man of letters, Mijnheer Mnurits Wagenvoort, who has 
made a special study of the history of the Dutch in the East, and was then travelling 
in the Madras Presidency, was g~od enough to advise me what to read, and I have 
found Mr. M. Nijhoff, book-seller, of the Hague, a serviceable book-purveyor. 

On fi,nisbing the course of reading I had undertaken, I re-wrote the drafts of 
translations which had' been prepared, and added an introduction and some notes. 

The time at my disposal has, however, been very limited, and what I now offer 
by way of introduction and commentary to these translations is intended merely to 
indicate to others some of the sources for a history of the Dutch in Malabar-a virgin 
subject for the historian. 'rhe whole work is only a small contributioh of material 
with such aids towards the understanding of it as a person with little leisure for 
study has been able to collect in a country in which there are. no first-class libraries. 

It is hoped that the statements made are, as.far as they go, .accurate .. At any 
rate each statement can be verified by reference to the authority-printed book, 
manuscript, or living person- which I have been careful to quote for it. 



X J>Bllll' A Cll, 

The title of the book perhaps requires explanation. The name " Malabar, is 
now sometimes by usage proceeding from ignorance confined to the British district of 
Malabar, the native states of Travancore and Cochin being aSSIUDed to be "Travancore" 
and '' Cochin" and not ":Malabar"· I use "Malabar'' of the country of the 
Malayalam nation; which was, at the time these Dutchmen wrote, all parcelled out 
into " Native States, " what is now the British district of Malabar not being 
considered then by any one exclusively or peculiarly Malabar. 

The responsibility for this vo!lliDe of the series is entirely wine. It is not pub· 
lished "By Authority " and the Madras Government accept no responsibility for 
the accuracy of the translation or of the history or for the opinions expressed. 

6th Fehruaru 1910. A. GALLETTI. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

I 

IN the year 1795 the Dutch factories and possessions in this Presidency fell into 
The Madras Dutch Man11tloripts. the hands of .. the East India Company • 

. · They comprised three groups, those 
of the Coromandel Coast, headquarters Pulicat, those of the Madura Coast (as 
it was called), headqu!!.rters Tuticorin, and those of the Malabar Coast, headquarters 
Coohin. The records of the first two groups existed in the case of Pulicat complete, 
in the case of Tnticorin incomplete, in the year 1818,1 but have since disappeared or 
been removed from India:; at any rate they are not to be found in the archives of the 
Madras Government or the di~trict record offices. The records of Uochin, the head
quarter station of the third group, were retained for many years at Cochin, were then 
transferred to the headquarters of the Malabar Collectorate, Calicut, and finally, 
transferred to Madras in the year 1891". . 

These records consist of some 1,400 large volumes bound in leather or paper 
and packets of loose papers. In a list 3 in Dutch, whicll is not duted but must llave 
been drawn up in 1795, there are J ,648 entries. Tile Government of ~adras, who 
were not aware of the existence of this list, caused a printed li~t to be drawn up 
in English by a Dutchman resident at Madras on the transfer of the records to that 
station. Th1s list, in the compilation of which five years were occupied, arranges 
the records in chronological order and calendars a few of the most important of them. 
The Dutch list of 1795, which arranges the records under their proper headings, 
such as "Resolutions", "Letters from Batavia", " Translations of letters from 
Native princes'', will also be of use to students who wish to obtain copies oE 
particular documents. Two hundred or more of the volumes or packets which are 

'entered in the list of 17 95 are no longer to be found, while a· few omissions or 
probable mistakes have been noticed in that list. Otherwise the records now in the 
Madras record·room are those listed at Cochin in 1795. 

Many of the older records were already missing in 1795. For instance there 
were then, as now, only a, few volumes of letters from Batavia dating back beyond 
1757. Time has injured or further injured some of the oldest volumes, a fe1v of 
which are now entirely illel(ihle; but practically we have the contents of the 
record-room of a Dutch Ohief Factory much in the same condition as they were in 
at the end of the 18th century while the administration was being carried on. 

The history of the Dutch East India Company, which flourished for two 9enturies 
and bequeathed a magnificent empire to the nation, is of the greatest interest, but 
has been obscured by tile loss of the great bulk of the Company's records'. 
')'he publication of the Batavia Diary for many of the years of the 17th century 
and the volumes of Relections of De J onge and others from what remains in 
Holland of the Company's archives have thrown light on the transactions of the 
Supreme Government at Batavia and the history of the Archipelago. But the 
history of the various out-factories, especially those on the continent of India, and a 
full account of out-factory administration, have yet to be written. The Cochin 
records preserved at Madras are a mine of wealth, as yet unexplored, to the student 
of the history of the Dutch East India Company at its out-factories, and, in a smaller 
degree, to the historian of India. From them it will be possible! after much 
preliminary work of perusal, selection and comparison, to draw a fa1rly complete 
picture of the administration and finances and historical development of the Dutch 
Commandery of Malabar, and the historian of India will find in them further material 
for the history of the West Coast before the rise of the British power. 

1 Do Nodorl&ndeobo F&etorijon in Voor-Indi6 in don Aonvong dar 19' Eouw, by 1'. H. Vander Kemp (NiJboJf, the 
Dague,. It bas been aeoeit&inei t.ba.t a few ".Memfliri" of Governors of the Coromandel Ooaat e:liet at Batana. 

i Order of tho Madras Go•etnmont No. 202, Political, d&tod 17\b April1891. 
a MS. No. 1629, published •• soloo\ion Number 6 in this,.,;.., 
' Klork do Roue, Ge•chiohUichor Ueborbliok dor Adminiatmtiven, .Jl•chtliohen und Finanziellon Entwiokhmg der 

Nedorliinl!iaoh·Oalindioobon Compagnie, Introduction, p. n. 
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In view of the considerable interest of these re~ords the M_adras Gover~mimt 
have issued orders that the Ulore important of them should. be cop1e~ ~nd pubhshed, 
and a few volumes of Selections have alreauy appea.red m the ongmal lang~age. 
This book contains translations in English of the first two .volumes. o~ the. ~eleot~ons, 
in which were published Memoirs or Accounts of. their Admm1strahon wr1tten 
by two Dutch Chiefs' of the Malabar Settlements 1n the years 174:3 and 1781, 
respectively. 

n 
' It was one of the salutary rules of the Dutch Company that .every Chief of a. 

. , . Settlement should ordinarily, before 
"Memou:s of the Dutch Chlefd of Malabar. retiring from his appointment, prepare a 

memorandum on the administration for the guidance of his successor, who, in view 
of the great extent of the Company's field of ent~rprise, wo~Id in ma~y cases have 
no experience of the country, the people or the h1story of h1s new statiOn. Accord
ingly the ~uccessive Cornmaudenrs or Governors of the Malabar Coast generally left 
such a memorandum on record. In a list of the year 17611 I find the following 
"Memoirs" entered:- -

' . 
(1) Memoir of Hendrik Vaa Rheede, 17th March 1677. 
(~) , of Geimer Vosburg, 18th October 1687. . 
{3) , of .Magnus Michelrnan, 14th January 1701. 
( 4) , of Johannes Hertenberg, 24th December 1723. 
{5) , of Jacob de Jong, 30th December 1731. 
(6) , of Adrio.an Maten, l~th January 1735. 
(7) , of Julius Valentijn Stein Van Gollenesse, 1743. 
(8) , of Reinious Siersma, 1748, 
(9) , of Fredrik Cunes, 31st December 1756. 

The second, fourth and fifth of these " Memoirs " had already disappeared in 
1795.2 The third, sixth and eighth have since disappeared and the first is now 
undecipherable, though the volume is in the Madras record office. The earliest . 
remaining" Memoir" is accordingly the seventh, which is the first of the documents 
translated in this volume. 

The following is a list 9 of the " Memoirs " left behind by the Commandeurs 
who succeeded Cunes: 

(10) Memoir of Caspar DeJong, 1761. 
(II) ., of Godefridus Weijerman, 1765. 
(12) , of Cornelius Breekpot, 28th February 1769. 
(13) , of Adriaan Moans, lllth Aprill781. 
(14) , of Johan Gerard Van Angelbeek, 15th March 17~5 . 
• 

'fhese last five " Memoirs " still exist and have been, or are being published by 
the Madras Government in the Dutch language. No. (13) has· been selected for 
translation into English as being by far the most interesting and comprehensive of 
these works. '£hat place of honour would perhaps have been claimed by the first 
"Memoir" of all, that of Van Rheede, could it now be read. Stein Van Gollenessel 
absolves himself from writing a full account of Malabar because Van Rheede had 
already done it so admirably, and Van Rheede was one of the ablest of the Dutch 
Company's officials of his time; his memory is kept fresh to this day by the twelve 
folio volumes of the Hortus Malaba1·icus or llotany of Malabar. A copy of Van 
Rheede's Memoir is preserved at the Hague and the existence of another has been 
brought to my notice by a bookseller. Steps are being taken to obtain copies so 
that the work may be included in this series. 

The translation of all, or even of the valuable part, of the Madras Dutch records 
would pe .a tas~ of immense ~agnitude. But a sufficiently clear view of Dutch 
enterpr1se m Ind1a may be obtamed by readers who do not wish to make a special 
study of the subject. from these ~' Memoirs", w~?h were intended to be and to some 
extent are compendia of the h1story and admm1stration of the West Coast Settle
ments. As it was necessary to make a selection for translation two documents ol 
the " Memoir" class have been selected. ' ' 

'In MS, No. 67 •• 'AlB. No. 1629, ap, '9 illjro. 



DUTCH SETTLEMENTS IN li!ALABAR, s 
The history of Batavia and of the Supreme GovArnment of the Company 1n 

India is best studied, l;!Ot from ''Memoirs ", but from the Diary maintained at 
Batavia, in which all events of importance and abstracts of important letters were 
regularly entered. The Batavia Dia1·y for the year 1663, for instance, is a portly 

· volume of 700 printed pages in which lengthy descriptions, abstracted from despatches 
received, may be read of the capture of Cochin from the Portuguese and all other 
important events of the year. And so also persons curious about the history of the 
English factories on the West Coast would turn for information to the Diaries kept 
at Tellicherry and Anjenao. But at Cochin the Town Diary does not appear to have 
been regularly kept. m have volumes only for a few years and these contain little 
information. Special diaries were maintained for special occasions, for instance for 
the campaigns of 1717 against the Zamorin and of 1739 against Travancore, and 
these are of interest. But there is no continuous record of events in the journal 

, form, and the history of the times can best be gathered from the "Mamoirs." 
The existence of these records has not been altogether unknown. Moeos' Memoir 

is briefly referred to in Major Drury's translation of Canter Visscher's Letters from 
Malabar (1862) and Dr. Day used translations made for or lent to him of some 
documents for the account of the Dutch in Malabar given in his" Land of the 
Permauls " (1866). But Day knew no Dutch and appears to have been ill served by 
the persons be employed to collect material for him. At any rate his account is 
defective and not always accurate. It will be sufficient to observe that even his list 
of Commandeurs of Cochin is incorrect. Dr. Day's account has been followed in 
Logan's Malabar Manual and other semi-official publications. 

m 
- " The Malabar Coast " formed but a small part of the possessions of the Dutch 

The Dutch Settlemen~a on the Malabar Coast. East India Company. The following is 
. a list 1 of the Hoofd~Comptoirs or Chief 

Factories of the Company in the year 1650. 

(1) Moluccas. 
(2) Amboina. 
(3) Banda. 
{4) Macassar (Celebes). 
(5) f:lolor. 
(6) Aoheen. 
(7) Malacoa. 
(8) West-Coast of Snmatra. 
(9) J ambi (Sumatra). 

(10) Palemba.ng (Sumatra), 
( ll) Cambodia. 
(12) :M.artapura. 
(13) Quinam. 
(14) Arracan. 
(15) The Island Mauritius. 
(16) ~he Island Madagascar. 

. ' 

( 17) Malabar. 
(18) Surat. 
(19) Mocha. 
( ~0) Persia. 
(21) Basaora. 
(22) Vingurla (nelll' Goa). 
(23) Cey ion, 
(24) Siam. 
(25) Taijoue.n (off the island Formosa). 
(26) Japan. 
(27) 'l'onquiu. 
(28) Manilla. 
(29) Coromandel. 
(30) Pegn. 
(31) Bengal. 
(32) Batavia. 

Most of these places were at that time only commercial residences, not strong 
places nor territorial possessions held in sovereignty, though in Java the conquest 
of the kingdom of Jaccatra had already raised the Company to the position of a 
Sovereign. As might be expected, losses or acquisitions occurred from time to time. 
No. (25), for instance, Formosa, was lost a few years after, while the absence from 
the list o£ that colony with a great future, the Cape of Good Hope, which was not 
occupied tilll652, will at once be noticed. 'fhe list in 1725, 75 years later, reads 
as follows 2 :-

(1) Moluccas, under a Governor. 
(2) Amboina and 10 other islands, under a Governor. 
(3) Banda and 9 other islands, under a Governor. 
(4) Macassar, under a Governor. 
(5) Solor and Timor, under a Chief. 

I From the" Inetl'llotiona" oll660 quoted by Klerk de Reno, P• 90. 
'Valentijn, Oodon Nieuw Ooet-lndien (1726). 
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(6) :Malaoca with various subordinate factories in the Maliy Peninsula and on th& 
East Coast of Sumatra, under a Governor. 

(7) West Coast of Sumatra, under a Chief. 
(8) J ambi, under a Chief. 
(9) Palembang,under a Chief. 

(10) Malabar, 11ndtr a Oommalldeur. 
(U) SU1'8t, under a DirP.ctor. 
(12) Mocha, under a Chief. 
(13) Persia (Gomhroon), under a Director. 
(14) Ceylon, under 11 Governor, with eubordtnate Com~a.n.deurs at Jaffna and Galle. 
(Hi) Japan (island Desima off Nagasaki), under a Ch1ef. 
(16) ()oromandel, under a Governor. 
(17) Bengal, under a Director. . 
(18) Barovia, under the Governor-General. 
(19) Samarang or North-East Coast of Java, under a Commandeur. 
(~0) Bantam (Java), under a Chief. 
(21) Cheribon (Java), under a Chief. 

-(22) Cape of Good Hope, under 11 Governor. 

The list of 1725 is shorter than the list of 1650, but the Company had become 
much more powerful ip. most of the places mentioned. Wh~never a settlement was 
in charge of a Governor or Commuodeur ~he Dutch m11intamed forts and an arll!ed 
force and exercised some sort of sovereign powers. On the other hand the tltle 
''Director" (i.e. Director of trade) indicates the purely peaceful and commercial 
status of a settlement and at Surat, in .Persia, and in Bengal, which were in charge 
of Directors, the Company were mere tradesmen, as also at Mocha and in Japan, 
where the factories were in charge of men of inferior standing. Coromaodel was in 
17:!5 a Governorship, that is an important settlement with a strong garrison, and 
Malabar a Commandery, that is also a fortified settlement, though ranking lower in 
importance; they were only in name identical with the Coromandel and Malabar of 
the older list of 1650, and in fact comprised very different possessions. By the 
Malabar o£ the older list are meant unfortified factories at Cannanore and Oayen
culam 1 and perhaps elsewher(;l 2

, while the ~Malabar of the second list means the 
strong town of Cochin with terri tory won from the Portuguese or N ati Vfl princes 
and fortresses at Cannunore, Chetwai, Cranganore, and Quilon besides factories 
or resideucies at other places. In 17 25 the strong fortified town of N egapatam 
was the headquarter station of the Coromandel Coast; in 1650 it was still in the 
possession of the Portuguese. 

'!'he Malabar of Rtein Van Gollenesse (1743 A.D.) and of Moena (1781 A.D.) is 
the Malabar of the second list, and oue of a score or more possessions of the Dutch 
East India Company. It is not easy to estimate the relative importance of the 
various possessions, but it may be observed that the ordinary establishment of 
European~ at the Malabar factories in time of peace may be reckoned at some 
500 to 800 out of a total of 15,000 to 20,000 Europeans employed by the Company 
in the East. Malabar was always put down as a possession that did not pay its 
way 3 a~d the ~ccounts kept in the East certainly show a considerable loss during 
the per10d of 1ts occupatiOn. No separate accounts were hOwever kept for the 
different settle~ents ~f t~e profit ?r loss on produce exported to Europe and the 
Malabar factones, whiCh 1ll the etghteenth century bought one to three million 
pounds of pepper at 2~ to 4 sti vers (pennies) a pound and ex ported the amount or 
a portion of it to Europe to be sold at 12 to 20 stivers a pound', were not credited ~ 
with th~ pro~ts which this trade dou~tless represented; and similarly Amboina got 
no credit for 1ts cloves nor Banda for Its nutmegs nor Coromandel for its piece-goods. 

V '2-S~.Letter of \he Governor-General's Colllloil of Batana, dated 22nd November 1661, reproduced in Va!entijn 

'. •JI.y., PonMni; see ~reaty with Z.morin i~ Valentijn V,-2, 26. The Zamorin granted the Duteh ermisaion I<> 
build •. IRC:-or'f at Pennant. In 1646 they obtained pepper at C.nniUlore, Cayonoulam Calieut Purakaf and Q 'I 
(Bata.na Dtary for 1645, p. 30R.). . ' 1 Ul OD. 

I Canter .v iasobor 1 Van !m.bc...ff rzpud Duboia, eto. . 
'Au!honty: MSS. Nos. 137, 693, 746, 1134, etc. So in I724 A.D. 2,678,660 lba. of pepper of tho invoioo rune of 

862,479 l!lllidm were 1141nt to Holland (~18. No. 137), This works out to 2f slivers alb This ld • 
Bolland at 141.; slivers alb.; that io, the price obtained in Holland was more than five Umes th fep~~ ·"~b 80 E 1~ 
Pepper reached 20 slivers • lb. in Hol!ahd in 1763 (Price ll•t in ~IS. No. 746). Towards the end ~Oh;nei :u.e~.h 
oentury Rayno! reckons lh•t tbel'rcnch could buy pepper in Malabar at 12 oous (6<1) alb and sell •t • lha g t 26 to 
80 aono (Bk. IY, Ch. XXV!Jl). The D~toh, being otronger ill Mala\ar than theb, Eur~pean 00~ tnt'tor:~h a ·4 
only 44. alb. under a opeotal oontraot 1>1lb the Klitg of Travaocore. pe 1 • en pat 
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Subject to this observation the following table 1
, in which the profit and loss on 

each p.ossession is given for the years 1760...,. H, may be taken as some sort of basis. 
for a judgment of the relative value and importance of different possessions: 

· FinaiiC/!8 of different posse88Wns, 1760-8. 

(in guilders uhbout 11 to an Engliah sovereign.) 

Posee&sion. 

I 

1J'orriWria.l 

I 
Trade I Total &rouue, Charge;. . .Kevenuea. Profits • 

t Amboiaa .. .. .. .. .. 270,000 262,000 ~32,000 

I 2,384,000 
2) ll•nda .. .. .. .. .. 218,000 307,000 625,000 1867,000 
3) Tomato .. .. .. .. .. 157,000 122,000 27~,000 1,!64,000 

(4) Maca"'"r .. .. .. .. .. 684,000 37:1,000 9o7,ooo 1,848,000 (5l Banjerm ... ing .. .. .. .. 2,000 99.000 101,000 268,000 
(6 Timor .. .. .. .. .. 167,000 113,000 ~70,000 667,000 
(7) Mnlacca . .. .. .. .. 886,000 193,000 1,079,000 1,345,000 
(8) Padnug (West Ooustol So.malra) .. .. 20,000 770,000 790,000 1,210.000 
(9) Carek (~orsia) .. .. .. .. 8,000 929,000 937,000 I 2,786,000 gO) Sorat .. .. .. .. .. 19,000 6,050,000 6,069,000 1,9~8,000 
11) Malao.r .. .. · .. .. . . 91!/J,OOO 6,455,000 3,.193,000 I 3/171,000 
2) Coromandcl .. .. . .. .. .. 611,000 6,,07,000 6,918,000 6,111,000 

(13! Bengal .. .. .. .. " 663,000 2,909,000 3,662,000 7,961,000 
(14 Ceylon .. .. .. .. .. 6,463,000 3,056,000 9,507 ,ooo 23,101,000 (15l Cape_ol Go~ Hope . .. .. .. 1,409,000 324,000 1,733,000 4,126,000 r6 Chennon .. · .. ,. .. .. 540,000 124,000 661,000 168,000 
17) Bantam .. .. ... .. .. 2t,ooo 92,000 1U,OOO 693,000 
18) ~amamng,(Ea•t Coaat ol Java) .. .. 2,316,000 9P.S,OOO 3,303,000 3,068,000 

(19) Batma .. · . .. . .. .. .. 9,31M,OOO 22,000,000 31,318,000 31,373,000 

It will be clear that judged on a financial basis Malabar was of little importance 
in comparison with the great possessionR of Java (Nos. 16-19) and Ceylon (No. 14) · 
though it is to be observed that the large figure of twenty-three million guilders o; 
over two million sterling under the Ceylon charges is not normal, but includes the 
cost of a war of the Dutch with the King of Candy, which went on from 1760 to 
1766. . 

ln regard to tho home trade during this period Malabar was not a very important 
possession. The total amount of the profits on the coffee and sugar of J11va, tea 
from China, spices from the Spice Islands, cinnamon from Ceylon, and piece-goods 
from Surat, Bengal and Coromandel was large in comparison with those on the 
Malabat· staple, pepper, w hioh was also to be obtained from other parts of the Dutch 
possessions, and a few thousand pounds of Malabar turmeric and cardamoms • and a. 
few hales of piece·goods. The Company's sales of Indian products in Holland frem 

. 1760-8 averaged a little over 21 million guilders or a little under two millions 
sterling a year 3

, towards which the products of Malabar probably did not contribute 
more than £60,000 to £10u,OOO sterling. · · 

IV 

The Dutch first came to the East at the close of the 16th century in search of· 

F d t. f th D t hE · · th E t those products which they had been . onn a 1on o e u o • mpu:e 1n e as . . accustomed to procure m the ports of the 
Iberian peniDSula before their revolt against Spain, with which Portugal was then 
united. It was part of the policy of the Portuguese to keep their charts of the 
Eastern Seas secret and to permit no information regarding tbe route to be published. 
llut it was in fact impossible to conceal such knowledge. The Dutchman Linschoten, 
who proceeded to the East in 1583 in the train of the Archbishop of Goa, published 
a book 4 in 1592 and communicated valllable information, while on the 17th April 
1592 the bookseller Cornelia Claesz of Amsterdam info1·med the States-General that 
he had obtained twenty-five charts of the African, Indian and Chinese seas from the 

' From tho Memoir of \he direotor of the Oompanyln Holland 0. Van der Oadermeulen quoted by Klerll ie 
&u, p. 209. 

1 So in 1726 A.D. 26,000 lb. oUialab&r turmerio and 12,,60 lb. oUialabar cardomollll were oent !o Holland .. 
The profits were not, aa in the oaae of peppe1·, enormous; in 1726 the incroase in value was only 76 P~'~" oent. in~*'' 
oaoe ol turmerlo and 46 per oont. in the o ... of cardamomo (MS. Jlo. 13;). 

' Klerk do &no, Appendilr: V (b). 
' An Englieh translation has appeared in tbe Hakluyt Series (1884), 

2 
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.scholar Peter Plancius who in his turn had procured them from the cosmographist 
Bartolomeo de Lasso, ~ho occupied an official position in Spain. ~~veral companies 
were soon afterwards formed in the Netherlands and several exped1tlons were sent to 
the East • the names of the companies, of the commanders of the expeditions, the 
number ~f the ships under their coiiimand, and the dates of their departure and 
J'eturn are shown in the following table 1 

:- · 

Table of early Dutch ~ogage8 to the Ea81. 

.; '1! 
.! ~ . 

Company. Commander. o<>!, Date of departure. Date ot rolorn. 78 a·-
·~. Pi ·= z "' 

1 Company VIID Verro(ol dlst&nl Hontml'in .. .. .. 4 2-1-1696 . U-4--1697 
parll!), Amiterdam. 

S.C. Van Neck 8 1-6-98 Julyi599·Sept.l600 2 Old Company, Amiterdam •• .. .. 
3 Mouoberuu'e Company, Veere. Houtman .. 2 15-3-98 29-7-1600 

• Company ot Middleborg .. G. Leroy and L'.'Bik~~; .. 3 1598 1600 
6 Do. .. J. Mahn & S. deCordee .. 6 lo98 1601 
-6 Do. 0. ds:t-l,,ort .. .. 4 1698 1601 
. 7 Old Oom~any, Amilerdam •• S. Van dar Hagen .. .. 3 1699 1601 
8 New rabont Company, P. Both .. .. .. .. 4 1699 1601 

Amst.rdo.m. 
1599 1601 9 Old Company, Amsterdam "' J. Wilkene .. .. .. 4 

10 Do. Van Neck .. .. .. 6 1600 1602-4 
11 New Bmbunt Company~ G. Senesohol .. .. .. 2 1600 1601 

Amstfrdam. 
12 Company of Middlobnrg •. 0. B"tiaanz .. .. 4 1601 16112-3 
13 United Uompany,Amoterdam. J. Van H•em&korok .. .. 8 1601 1602-4 
a Do. .. W. Harmenaz .. .. .. 6 1601 1603 
IIi Moucheron's Company, Veere. 1. Van Spilbergh .. .. a 1601 1604 --

66 

These expeditions 2 visited the Archipelago, not the Indian mainland. On the 
·20th of March 1602 the various Companies were united under the name of De Alge
meene Geootroyeerde Oost-Indische Compagnie or General Chartered East-Indian 
Company and were granted a monopoly by the States-Genel'l\l. The United Company's 
·existence continued for nearly two centuries. Though the earlier expeditions did 
not visit the Indian mainland, factors were despatched by native ships to Gnzerat 
,as early as the year 1602 from a factory which the Middleburg Company's 
.expedition of 1601 (No. 121 had founded at Acheen in Sumatra. In a letter a, 
·dated 20th Aprill602, these factors announced their arrival at Snrat after a 
voyage of 2 months and 6 days, uf which 5 days were spent in the Maldives, and 
reported that business could be done with the Maldives, with Guzerat, and with 
Malabar, merchants from which last region had informed them that there were many 
places in their country where th~re were no Portuguese, an~ the Dutch might build a 
:fort. These factors later praceeded from Surat to Callout, but were seized by the 
Portuguese, taken to Goa, 1111d hanged 4• · 

. In 1603 the new United Company sent out a great expedition of 13 ships with 
·Clos~ on a million gui!~ers worth on board und~r ~teven v~n ?er Ha&'en. He was 
spectally ordered to vlSlt the West Coast of Iud1a, and mention IS made 1n the instruc
tions & furnished to him of the piece-goods trade of Pulicat and Masulipatam on the 
East Coast. In 1604: the fleet touched at Cannanore, Calicut and Chetwai and Vander 
Hagen concluded a treaty of alliance 8

, dated 11th November 1604, with the Zamorin 
-of Ca!icut against the PortuguPse. The Dutch were to be allowed to build a fort at 
Calicut. The first Dutch f-aotories in India seem, however, if the short-lived factory 
founded at Surat in 160ll be t<xcepted, to have been at Masulipatam and Petapuli 

1 Rolond Ronap-.rte, Lee pro~en Toyage• dea N~rlandais danei'Iooulinde (188!); The lloeololion f lh 
Ooooraland other d001Kilenle pronng theM facts are pnnteo in the ftrot volume ot de ~onge'e oollection Pia e ~tatoo. 

:300 goildera.lo~ bia trouble and the bo~lmoller ~he !•olosivo right of printing the maps. ' 00108 got 
• A b1bhogr•phy ol the very mlmetin~ JOnrna!a and voyages of the early Dutoh nnigatora waa hi" bed· b 

F. M111ler, Amatordam ill 1867; and man, of important dooaments regaroiug thea& expeditions 
118 

printed~· D,. J 7 
"Vole. 1-IIL · Ill e on go, 

' Prinlod at~· 196, Vol. U, DeJonge. 
' De l ODI!" lll, 311. 
' Priulod at p.160, Vol. III, De J"onge • 
• Poilllod &I p. 294, Vol. m, n. JoDge. 
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{now Nizampatam, Repalli Taluk, Guntur District), where factors had been left by 
the yacht" Delft", which van il,er HRgen had detached from his fleet, in 1605 and 
1606 respectively 1

• One of the factors was sent to the court of the King of 
Golconda and obtained a Firman 2, dated August l6!J6, permitting the Dutch to 
trade in his dominions. In 1607 there was again a Dutch factor at Surat, 
but he waR as unfortunate as his predecessOJ'S; he was seiz~d and conveyed 
to Berhampore and committed suicide 3

• In 1608 or 1609 a factory was founded 
at "Tegnapatnam " (Devamipatnam, near the pre~ent European Club, Cuddalore) 
on the East Coast :with the permission of the " King " (properly N aick under 
Vijanagar) of Jinji ' but it was soon removed to a house" made of blue free· 
stone 1 u5 feet long by 74 broad " in the native fort at Tirupapuliyur, " two 
Dutch miles inland", i.e., near what is now C'uddalore New Town G. · In 1610 a 
further Firman was obtained from the "King" of Jinji and the factory at Pulir.at 

· WM founded"· In 1615 11. fort called the" Castle of Gueldres" was built at Pulicat;, 
which became the Company's head-quarters on the Coromandel Coast, with numerous 
further subordinate factories in the Northern Circars, Hyderabad, Orissa, Bengal, 
Pegu, Arracan. For instance, for a few years before the kingdom of Golconda fell 
before Aurungzebe there was· a factory at Golconda and another at Nagulawamsa, 
half-way between Masulipatam and Golconda, there were factories and bleaching- ' 
grounds for many years at Palcole in t.he Kistna, Draksharama in the Godavari and 
Bimlipatam in the Vizagapatam di~triots of the Madras Presidency and the factorv 
.at Hugli had several sub factories in the interior of the great province of Bengai. 
Meanwhile the factory at Surat bad been re-established with sub-factories at Broach, 
Ahmedabad, Agra and other places and the Dutch agents from the West Coast 
penetrated as far as Lu~know and .Benares in search of commodities 8, 

At the beginning of the seventeenth century, the Portuguese still occupied 
<Ceylon and the southern part of the Indian peninsula was still encircled by their 
.strong places, St. Thome near Madras, N egapatam, Manar, Quilon, Cocb.in, Cranga· 
nore, Cannanore, Mangalore, Basrur, Honawar and Goa. 

v 
The Dutch could legitimately pursue a poliey of aggression because Spain, with 

, . . which Portugal was then united, was 
The takmg of Coohin from the Portuguese. from tin,e to time at war with them. 

Their first dPtermined efforts, however, were not directed against the Portuguese 
strongholds on the terra firma of India. They harried the Portuguese on the seas, 
;and endeavoured to drive th~m out of the Archipelago, Ceylon and the Malay Penin· 
aula. Colombo and Singapore are now two of the great ports in the world ; Ceylon and 
:M alacca were even then keys to the trade of the l!ast. Spain received warnings from 
the Portuguese Viceroy .and urgent requests for ships and men and money 9

, but 
such fleets as Spain could fit out were for tha most part wanted in South American 
wat~rs. The Dutch had obtained a footing in Ceylun in 1610 10, and took Malacca 
·On the 14th of January 1641. Portugal bad successfully rebelled against Spain in 
Dectmber 1640 and concluded a 'l'reutyn with the tilates-Generol on the 12th of 
.June 1641, under whi~h there was to be an armistir·e in India for ten years; but 
·disputes occurred regarding its application and the Dutch continued to strengthen 
their position in Ceylon tilll644. .At the end of 1652 12 they renewed tlie attack on 
the Portuguese forts in the island. The Portuguese were a weak and poor nation 
-with many interests to defend. The new king was chi<?fiy concerned with maintain· 
.ing himselfagainst his neighbour of Spain. He had other wars to wage in Brazil 

' Do ,Jongelii, 40-1. 
• Printed ot p. 213, DeJonge III. 
l llo Jongelll, a6. 
• Do Jon go III, 76. Tho Finnan, dated 30th Nov.l608, is print..d at P• 281. 
' lJoonment.. ar pp. 339-346, Do Jonvo Ill, 
• DODUtllOOtB at fP· 839 ond us.no Jonge, Vol. III. 
'Valentijn .v .. 
' Ilirman from he Great ~logo! ol p. 299 .. g. Bate. via Diary, Volume lor 1663. 
' D•nvo10, tho Portuguo,. in India (1894\, U,266. 

lo Treaty on pp. 360-2, lJo J onge, Vol. III. 
n Abotraot of tho Trooty io given by Daovm II, 271. • 
,. l!eport of Ria Worahip tho Go•omor A. Van drr Heyden, dated ~Oth Seplembor, 166 opllll Valentijn V·l 

(a), {3, 
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and in Africa. In the East the Portugnese had many more strongholds tha~ the;r 
could adequately garrison, and the Dutch W?re not the only ene~y. I~ 1652 thetr 
forts in Canara., which they had not suffiment .means ~? keep tn repatr, ~ad been 
attacked by the Chief of Bednore: In 1654 the ktng of Btppur marched agat~st Goa. 
Though they made a determined resistance in Ceylon_ froml852 to 1656, th?tr ~orcas 
were inadequate. They had only 500 Europeans m Colombo at the begumn~ of 
its siege by the Dutch nor was it well fortified 1• Colombo fell on the 12th of 
May 1656. On the !'6th of December Major V a.n der ~aen,, the chief military 
officer who had been euga~ed in the siege, arrived a.t Batavw. wtth despatches from 
the Governor of Ceylon~ but no furthe~ measu~?s were taken till on the ~st .of 
July 1657 there arrived the Right Worshipful RIJklof ~an Goens, Ex:traordtnary 
Member of the Council of India, in comm!!.nd of the shtps from home 3

• He had 
commanded in Ceylon before and ha.~ been home on lea~e. In a council held a ~ew 
days later 4 it was decided to appomt Van Goens Admtral of the fleet and ~1gh 
Commissioner over the Governments of Coromandel, Ceylon and l\Ialacca, the Dtreo· 
tories of Surat and Bengal and the factory of Vingorla in order to complete th& 
destruction of Portuguese power in Ceylon and on the coasts of India. · 

Of the many able servants of the Dutch Company ~ijklof van Goens was one 
of the most distinguished. He arrived at Batavia with his father, who was in the 
military service first of the States-General and then of the Company, in 16~9, at the 
a"'e of ten. Two years later, his parents having died, he was sent to the Coromandel 
&ast and was taken care of and trained by Arent Gardenijs, Governor of the Coast. 
He passed through the usual posts of assistant, under-merchant and merchant. Be
tween 1648 and lfi!i4 he was frequently selected for duty a~ envoy to native princes. 
In 1649 he was a Judg·e of the High CoW't at Batavia. In 1653 he was appointed 
to command an ex:peclition to Ceylon and the West Coast of India, and in 1654 took 
or destroyed many Portuguese ships. He became an extraordinary member of the 
Supreme rouncil in the ;;arne year, and now on return from two years' leave a.t hl)me, 
he was selected for the command of the very important expedition which was finallv 
to dis place the Portuguese from their old position of arbiters of the commerce of 
the East. He had served the Company in a. variety of capacities for 26 years and 
was then 38 years of age 5• Twenty years later he was appointed Governor-General, 
and Valentiju 6 describes him as a.t that time: "Slender of form, moderately stout, 
very handsome and rather tall, stately, fresh and still vouthfnl, with long grey hair 
curling handsomely, as indeed he was in all parts a 'well-made Heer "· 

Major van der Laen aoco~ pani~d hi~, but W:lS ~der his orders 7. "Major" 
see1~s to ha~e been nt that .t1me toe h1gh~st.gra~e 1n the Company's military 
service, but 1t was the practiCe to place a dtstmgntshed member of the politico· 
commercial service in supreme command of important expeditions. 

'fhe fleet sailed from Batavia on the 6tll of September 1657 8• By the lOth of 
January 1658, 9 ships, 2 sloops, and 8 large dhonies to carry ammunition, etc., with 
some 1,500 men had been collected at Colombo 9• On the 1st of February the :Heet 
proceeded to 1'uticorin, which it took, on the 20th to the island of Manar where the 
fort with 181 men was captured on the 22nd. On the 1st ot' March' van Goens 
crossed over and marchecl to Jaffna. He took the fort of'' Cais '' on a small isfand 
not far from Jaffua on the 27th of Aprii 10 and laid siege to the castle of Jaffna. No 
help came from Goa, which was blockaded by a Dutch :Heet, and the castle fell on 
th!l 22nd J nne after more than 1,600 of the persons within had died or been killed. 
Negapatam was captured on the 1st of August. Van Goens then sailed to Pulicat the 
Dutch head-quarters on the Coromandel Coast and returned vid Jaffna and Man~r to 
Colombo, where he arrived on the Srd of November. Finding everything in good 

1 Danvers £rom Portngueae SOIU'Oes. 
s Bata'ViaDiary, Volume for 1666-7, p. 43. 
I Bat.vio. Diary, Volume for 1666-71 p. 203. 
• Di•ry, p. 213. . 
' 'rho dates aro lNm noteo mad• by Van Goons him,elf, apparently for family use and published in a pamphl t 

by 1'. A. Loupe (to be obtained !rom Nijhoff, the Hague) 1 • 
• Valontijn IV-I, 309. ' 
'Diary, 1657, p. 256. 
' Diary, p. 267. 
' Vander lloydon'o &port of 1660 "f'UUl V&l•ntljn. 

" Vander ldordl!n read wilh Jlaldaeoo, who...., preoenl. 
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Qrder, he started again for Malabar, took the Portuguese atronghold of Quilon on the 
29th of December\ and proceeded to Cannanore, where he received orders to send 
back 500 men to Batavia and undertake nothing more for the time being •. He then 
returned to Ceylon, leaving a considerable garrison at Quilon, which was, however 
soon invested by ''3,000 Portuguese and some thousand Nairs" according to Va~ 
der Mayden, Governor of Ceylon, who proceeded to Quilon and withdrew the garrison 
on the 14th of April, 1659. On the 27th of June the Batavia Council resolved that 
" another considerable :fleet" should be equipped to attack the Portuguese on the 
coast of India and keep the bar of Goa ~losed to prevent the Portuguese sending 
reinf:orcements to Cey Ion or appeals. to Europe 3

; and on the 25th ~f January, 1660, 
van Goens and the fleet agam sailed for Malabar~. The Batavia Diary for 1660 
is missing, but it appears from an entry under the 26th of January, J 661, that van 
Goens gave up the idea of an attempt on Quilon and Cochin for that year and con
sidered an attempt on S. Thome. However at the beginning of 1661 six: ships and 
1,200 ·men were assembled in Ceylon and despatched under the Governor Van der 
Mayden, to join five more ships and a sloop which were already cruising off Malabar. 
On the lOth of February he was at Ayacotta, the northern "hook" of the strip of 
land called by the Dutch the Island of Vypeen, which stretches from the Cochin to 
the Cranganore passage from the sea to the ba~kwater. The spot is one of great 
historic interest. Cranganore (Kudangalur) said to have been formerly Muyiricodu \ 
has been confidently identified with the Muziris of the ancients, " the greatest 
emporium of India'' according to Pliny the Elder 8

, which stood" on a river two 
miles from its mouth", according to the Peri plus Maris Erythraei, the river being 
known as the Pseudostomas or False Mouth, a correct translation of Alimukam, 
as the mouth of the Periyar is still called 7

• The Grtlek or other traders of the Roman 
Province of Egypt were probably as familiar as the Portuguese with the low land or 
islands fringed with cocoanut"trees to the water's edge of the river and lagoons about 
Qranganore. These lagoons were the first settlement of the Portuguese when they 
re-disco"l'"ered India and eRtablished themselves almost simultaneously at Cochin near 
one passage into the backwater and near Cranganore at Palliport, where the well· 
preserved remains of their small three-storied octagonal castle built in 1507 A. D. 8 

are still to be seen. At Ayacotta, near Pal!ipor~ Van der Mey den met the heir of 
the Zamorin of Calicut and the King of Cranganore and later on the Zamorin in 
person, and it was agreed to attack the Portuguese forts of Palliport and Cranganore, 
to divide the loot if the attack should be successful, the Dutch to keep Christian 
captives, all Portuguese priests to be expelled, the forts to be pulled down, expenses 
to be shared, the land revenue and other taxes to be shared, the Dutch to administer · 
justice, the Dutch to have all pepper at a fixed price except one-third which the native 
chiefs or their merchants should keep for their own trade. 

Palliport lay about fifteen miles from Cochin along the backwater and commanded 
the estuary of the Periyar river on its left bank while the fort of Oranganore com. 
manded it on the right bank. On the 15th of February, 1661, his Worship Vander 
Meyden landed his troops and had a· skirmish, in which he lost a few men, with a 
Nair force. On the 16th he marched along the shore towards" the great fortress" 
of Palliport; clearly not the little octagonal castle of 1507, but probably a block of 
buildings serving also as a seminary of which tl.te construction was begun shortly 
afterl600 A.D. 9• The Portuguese had only 100 to 150 Europeans. and ~0() Nairs 
there. The Dutch brought up two twelve-pounders and a mortar and constructed an 

' Batavia Diary, Volume lor 1659, p. •a. 
' Van dor Meyden in Valontijn; Batavia Diary, 1659,p. 55. 
' Bat.vio Diary, 1669, p. 128. 
' Vander Moydon in V•lontijn V·l (3), HB • 
. ' So idonti:flod. '·U·o in Jowiab ltanolation of early oharter given on p. 195 balow an~ in V. K~nalmsabhai Pillai'e 

"Tam•l• Eighteen Hundtlld years ago", MadrAO, 190~, p.,ge 16, whotll tho very ano1onl Tamd pool Erukkadar 
Tnyankannbna.r is quoted in support of the identification. 

' Natural Hiatory, VI, 26. 
1 Malabar Gnzetttlor, p. 81. · 
8 Uaopar Correa I, p. 737. . 
' P. JJnrioi Thesaurus Rornm Indloarum, 1616, II (2) 226-I follow Van dor Moydon'e own aooount abatraotod m 

Batavia Diary, 1661, p. 99 .,q,, and tho oxpresllion "groat fortrcoe" oooun thoro. Lottero to Rolland of 17~6-0 
in ~IS. No. 148 nnd nn iniiOription •till proaorvod ohow that the date of th.o Loper Asylum '~>!"~I or adapted on tho opo~ 
(wall• 4 feet t.biok) by tho Dutch waa 1728 A.D. '!:his uae pr .. ervod tho 8lto when the ro~~mmg &~tea on Vypoon were 
sold to 'fravancoro in 1789, and the Leper Aoy lum a till mat a, io maintained by the JJnt1oh Gonmmont, &lld form• 
"little enolan in N1tiro State Territory. 

8 
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entrenchment south of the fort for security against forces coming from Cochin. 
Meanwhile the Portuguese :fled by the backwater before the Dutch sloops ~ad 
advanced far enough to be able to stop them. Three hundred to 500 Portug11ese With 
4 000 to 5 000 Naira bad set out by land and backwater from Cochin, but were too 
~te. Th~ Dutch were in possession of the fort. · 

.A few days later Vander Mayden handed over Palliport to the Zamo~in and 
returned to Colombo. Palliport and Cranga~ore forts were the keys . to Oochm, bu~ 
the ?ortuguese had been strengthening Cochm and Cranganore, and 1t was thought 
too late to do anything more that season. The fleet set off on the 5th of March and 
arrived at Colombo on the 26th leaving some ships at Cayenculam to protect the Com· 
pany's factory there. Letters

1
were despatched to Batavia on the llth of .April. Van 

der Meyden was of opinion t~at it was not advisable to ID:ake any attempt .on Cochin 
which was very strongly garnsoned. Van Goens thought It w_as n~cessary, m order to 
consolidate the recent conquests and secure the peppe1· and Wlld cmnamon of Malabar, 
to take both Co chin and Quilon. He added : " In every case, even if our Nation ahould, 
make peace witl;J. the Crown of Portugal, the design on Cochin must be kept in mind 1." 
Meanwhile he first proposed to make an attempt on S. Thome 2,and the Governors of 
Coromandel and Ceylon were both of opinion that the opportunity should be seized to 
wrest that stronghold from the Portuguese before peace should be made. Van der 
Meyden thought it should then become the headquarters of the CoromandelCoast, while 
Governor Pit of Coromandel was in favour of keeping the headquarters at 
Pulieat. These designs came to nothing. S. Thome was taken under his special 
protection in 1661 by the king of Golconda, who forbade the Dutch to attack it 8

1 
seized by the French in 1672 •, taken by the Dutch with some assistance from th& 
king of Golconda after a year's siege on the 6th of September 1674 '. The Dutch 
then suggested to the king of Golconda that the fort and town should be destroyed, 
and with some difficulty got him to agree to this, and in October 167 5 some thousands 
of natives were engaged in the demolition under his orders 6• There was however a 
Portuguese colony there in 17 49, when it was occupied by the English Company in 
spite of Portuguese protests, for the reasons explained in the following remarks of 
the Company's local agents 7 : " St. Thom6 appears to us a place of very great conse
" qu~nceJ its conti_gu•Jusness to .Madras, should it. be in othe: hands, would greatly 
'' preJUdiCe us, as 1t would affect our sea and land customs, .mvestment and private 
''trade, ani! be an asylum for our military, who would frequentiy desert. What 
''pretensions the Portuguese can have to it we cannot perceivl:l; it has been under 
"the Moors for many years; they have not had any government, levied customs nor 
''hoisted colours there, but such as the ecclesiastics made use of to decorate their 
" festivals." 

Momentous consequences might possibly have ensued if the Dutch then so 
p~werful in the East, had in 1661 carried out their design and made S. Th~me two 
m1les from Madras, the headquarters of their important Governorship of' the 
Coromandel Coast .. When t~ey took Cochin two 7ears later they found an English 
factory at Purakad m the neighbourhood. They informed the JJ:nglish factors that 
they must leave. The English declined to move, but the native princes were afraid 
of the Dutoh, and the Prince of Purakad offered '' to cut off all the trade " of the 
English factors or ': if that did not satisfy " the Dutch " to have them all killed 
stra!ght away 8." ~hey were in fact not allowed to trade and finally in 1665, war 
h~Vlng broken out m Europe between England and Holland the English factory was 
seized by the Dutch and the one remaining factor deported~. In the same year the 
Dut~h Govet;~~r of Coro~andel announced his readiness to attack Madras and was 
makmg enqumes about 1ts defences 1°, 

I Bat .. i& DifllY, 1661, pp, 117-8. 
• llatuTia D~&ry, 1661, p. 12I. 
1 Hatav!a D}ary, 1661, pp. 323~. 343-6, 402-3, 407. 
' Batana Diary, 1672, p. 826. 
! Bata"!a Di,ary, 1674, p. 300 tl BOqnihr, whel'tl the artiolea of oapilulotion will be found 

Batam D1ary, 1676, pp. 106, 297. ' 
7 Lotte~ of ~ovemor and Counoil olll'ort St. David, datod 6th August 1761. 1 Batavta D1ary, I66o, p. 146 &ad 1663

1 
p. 678. 

' (•) Batavia Diary, 1666, pp. 660, 410. 
(bi Fo.rreot'o eeleotiona from Bombay Reoord& Some ~~erieo I p 27 

" Batam D1ary, 1666, p. 331. ' ' ' ' 
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' The ~otual course of events was as follows. The reply\ despatched on the Srd 
of June, f.661, of the Batavia Government to Van Goens' communication was to the 
effect that " the design on 8. Thome should be taken in hand and the place kept 
''after being captured, the seat of Government being removed thither from Pulicat, 
"or in case of difference of opinion, Their Right W orshipfuls' further orders to be 
"awaited.". However on the lOth of August they received ad vices from home that 
peace was hkely to be made with Portugal very shortly. Next day they held an 
extraordinary meeting of Council and it was resolved that it was too late to send 
a force to seize Macuo in China, on which they had had designs, and that all forces, 
including ship~ of war coming from Holland, should be concentrated ia tbe gulf of 
Manar 1• On the 14th instructions were s~nt to Van Goens to try and seize all the 
Portuguese settlements on the West Coast from Cape Comorin northwards, "Qnilon, 
Cochin, Cannan ore and then Goa and Diu and whatever other places the Portuguese 
may still possess there 3." Their Right Worshipfuls said nothing more about the design 
on S. Thdme and were perhaps of opinion that there was no time for it. Meanwhile 
the Governor of Coromandel had received a letter from the King of Golconda in which 
he said S. Thome should be left alone "as it belonged to himself and no one else," 
and bot.h the Governor and Van Goens were of opinion it would be better to give np 
the ·design because Golconda's favour was worth preserving. It was thought 
to be 11 beyond doubt that the king had taken upon himself the protection of the 
Portuguese for fear that the Company's power should grow too great in his land." 
" Ria Majesty's standard was set up in the town, but the keys were still kept by the 
Portuguese 4.'1 Attempts were made to move the King of Golconda from his purpose 
and Van Goens proceeded to Pulicat. There on the 1st of September 1661 he 
received the orders from llatavia for the campaign on the West Coast, and on the 
5th he set sail for Ceylon 6• He collected troops from the garrisons on the way and 
arrived a.t Colombo on the Srd of October. A fleet of 24 ships was collected.• On 
the 20th of November it touched at Tuticorin and took in provisions. Further on a 
:number of flat boats, to be used for disembarking, were requisitioned, and four 
vessels were detached to lie before Quilon, where they arrived on the 1st of December. 
On the 5th the whole fleet was before Quilon and on the 7th the troops, to the 
number of some 4,000 including 27 companies of European eoldiers, disembarked. 
In an encounter with a Nair force next day they lost 13 men killed and about SO 
wounded, while " the ways and fields were sown with dead Malabaris 7.'' 'l'he Portu
guese abandoned the town, and the Dutch entered it. 'l'hey found the principal 
streets and buildings, except tba churches, fallen into ruins, over-grown every
where, and for inhabitants toads, snakes and centipedes 8• Tbere were seven fine 
churches built of brick, large and well-adorned. Van Goens then, after bn:.)ing 
himself for some days with putting Quilon in better condition for defence, sailed for 
Cranganore leaving three ships before Cochin. He arrived in the roadstead outside 
the Cranganore estuary on the 1st of January 1662, landed on thl' 2nd, approached 
the Portuguese town early on the morning of the Srd while the church bells were 
ringing for mass and finding the fortifications strong, undertook a regular siege. 
The commissariat was at first defective and Surgeon !'chon ten 8, author of the well
known book of travels, who was present, says he never suffered so much hunger in 
all his journeys. The Zamorin sent a. body of Naira to the assistance of his allies. 
They served in the trenches with a fairly good grace in the heat of the tropical day 
when the Portuguese fire slackened, hut would not enter them at night. Their 
musketry was very poor; they did not even aim. After a. fortnight's siege the Dutch 
determined to storm the place on Sunday the 15th of January 1 1662. The Portuguese, 
especially the Commandant, Urbano Fialho Ferreira, fought courageously according 
to Schouten. Finally, however the Commandant fell pierced with wounds, and the 

I Batavia lliary, 1661, p. 168. • Diary,l661, pp. 263-266. ·'Diary, 1661, p. 257. 
• Dill')', 1661, pp. 3~3-4. . 'Dill')', loiol, p. 400. 
• J!'rnm •hi!t point· I ohieBy follow t!ohon!.ttn, Surgeon in the C.mpanr'nemoo, who .....,ponied theezpodinon, the 

Diary for 1662 b•ing milolring. Baldaona ""'a chaplain on the Beet. Hu oconunt hu boon oompoted, u &lao •h- of 
Jratbor Gi,..ppo di ~anto .Mo:ria, who woe in tho naighbonrhood an~ of .llienhof and Van Goelll!,Jn.u.iar,alao bolh 
preeonl. 

'Bobont.en, edition of 1740, I, 198. 
• Sohouton I, 19f. lli•nhof bowo•or, who bocamo Bosident •t Qoilon ohortlr afte.r, up,_ odmiJal;oa blllot 

Ponuguooe baildings, public •nd prifalo (.llionhof II, llll). Of lbe EutopaaDI who hll•• como wt, lbo l:'ortua
alona lla•o 00en bnildors, 

I Hohon!On I, 20f, . 
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garrison then retired to the great church of the Jesuits and .there surrendered. The 
QSsault had cost the Portuguese about 120 Europeans bes1des a larl'te number of 
Sairs slaves and others. The Dutch lost about 70 men dead, among them several 
good ~fficers 1• The "castle" of Cranganore, the remains of which may still be seen, 
was a strong fort commanding the entrance to the Feriyar river ~nd the backwate~ 
on three sides, but the Portuguese had also to defend an extens1ve town. Cochm 
troops assisted the Portuguese who put down the loss of the place to the "treachery " 
of the Cochin hereditary general, Paliat A chan 2• 

At Cranganore the Dutch found ''a noble college of the Jesuits with a fine 
library atta~hed to it, a Franciscan church and a stately cathedral adorned with the 
tombs of the archbishops of the place". There were in all seven churches, but the 
place, like Qui! on, showed traces of Portuguese decadence 8• Nothing now remains of 
these buildings or the Portuguese town. The stones have been used to guard the 
cocoanut plantations along the backwaters from erosion. 

Van Goens next marched towards Cochin a!<lng the island of Vypeen,' and built 
a fort near a large church on the island from which Cochin could be bombarded. 
There he left 400 men and embarked again to attack the town from the other side. 
The claimant to the throne of Cochin whom the Dutch favoured came on board. He 
was a handsome young man, covered with jewels, and understood Portuguese very 
well. Vau Goens landed some miles south of Cochin and marched along the shore 
northwards till he reached a great church (church of St. !ago) in a clump of cocoanut 
trees in the open country three or four miles from the town. There he rested the 
night. Next day, after passing close under the walls of the Portuguese town, he 
marched on to the native town and stormed the pala~e of the reigning Queen, who 
favoured the Portuguese. In this affray Hendrik Van Rheede, afterwards Governor 
of Cochin and compiler of the famous Hortus Jfalabariaus, distinguished himself. On 
the first Sunday in l''ebruary (the 5th) an assault was made on the town, but failed, 
the leader of the storming party losing his life and Van Goens receiving a ball on 
the gold buckle of his hat, Trenches were then dug and the siege continued for 
three weeks, during which not a. day passed without attacks or sorties. Meanwhile 
the beaie~ed receiyed supplie~ from without; this is mentioned by Schouten 5' and 
Father, Gmse~pe d1 S. Marui. gJ.Ves a long accoun.t of. the adventures of a reinforcement 
from Goa whtch landed at Purakad 6• In. that mtrtcate · system of backwaters it was 
found impossible to guard all approaches. 

The Dutch forces before the town were reduced to 1,4 00 men, the number of their 
sick increased every day, and they were short of many necessaries. In these eircum. 
stances Van Goens thought it best ~o give u.p the ~iege. _He embarked on the night 
of the second of March, 1662, leaVJng gaiT1sons 1n tb.e new fort on the island of 
V ypeen and at Cra.nganore, as also at Quilon. 

Van Goens spent the monsoon ill at Batavia 7, and when the fleet started from 
Batavia as usual in August he had not recovered sufficiently to tAke the command 
which was entrusted provisionally to his Worship Jacob HuRtAert formerly Governo~ 
of Amboina. ' 

. Cochin lies on a spit of land bounded on the east and north-east by an exten· 
s1ve backwater, on the north by a channel through which the backwater communi· 
cates with the se~ bet wee~ the spit and the ~eland of Vypeen, on the west by the ~ea. 
Portuguese Cochtn occupted a seg'IIlent, bemg about one-third of a circle of which 
the central part of the arc ~a?e.d V !peen, whi!e the c~ord was a wall running nearly 
north·east and south-west diVJding 1t f.rom Native Ooch1n. On the south the sector did 

1 Baldaeua nyu \b~ Ou!<>b loat 3 C. pt. ins, 1 Lieutenant and 78 men tb 1' rt · · 
Goena the Yoonger, in notes lor fomily .,. poblisbed by P. A. Leu 0 ..; 

9th 0 p uguoso 200 Chnot~ano. Rijklo!Van 
dead •nd 300 prisonon. Van GoOMthe Younger was pr&a<~nt (Sobo:w· ) yo • ortuguese caeoaltiea were&bont 160 

1 Giuoeppe diS. Moria, Seeonda Speditiono, p. 97. n ' 
'll•ldalua I, chapter 18 ; dobouten, X. 266. 

wbolo ~~ ::nJi.~land along the coast botwcllll Coobin and Cranga.nore. Following the Dntoh 1 apply \be name to tho 

• onten I, 222, • &conda Bpedilione, p. 10•. • Schou\tn II, 2 ; Vallllltijn v (2), 33, 
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.and another to the breach and the enemy were driven from the bastion. Reinforce
ments were sent by both ;ides and an obsti~ate fight. ensued. The Dutch were much 
assisted by their battery at the chm·,,~, wh1ch shot httle stones. through the ~reach, 
where the "'round was soon covered w1th dead Portuguese. VIctory rested wtth the 
Dutch who"took 13 cannon and turned them on their former masters. Two hundred 
Portuguese were killed on the spot, as was ascerta~ned later, inclu~,ing Don Bernardo, 
son-in-law of the Portu.,.ues\l Governor, Ignat10 Sermento. I he l!utch leader 
of the assault, Major Dupon, was wounded in two places; a D~tch captain and two 
lieutenants died of their wounds, and the Dutch lost 30 men killed on the Rpot and 
90 wounded, of whom 20 afterwards died. 

The enemy was now in a hopeless position and next day (the 7th of January 
lli63) Ignatia Sermento capitulated. The terms were: 

'' (1) 'l'he town of Cochin shall be surrendered with all its jurisdictions, old 
"privileges, revenues, lands, with the documents and papers relating thereto and 
"whatever else is held in the name of the king of Portugal, all rights and titles 
·"thereto being cedeu to the Dutch General or his Worship's representatives. 

'' (:1) All artillery, ammunition, merchandise, victuals, movable and immov· 
"able property, slaves and whatever else there may be, shall be handed over as 
~'above. 

"(3) All free persons who have borne arms shall swear not to serve against 
" the Nether lands in India for two years. 

" ( 4) All the soldiers and others belonging to the army shall march out with 
~· flying colours, drums beating, fuses alight, bullets in their mouths and two guns, to 
"a ~onvenient place outside the town and lay down their arms beneath the standard 
'' of the general. 

"{5) All true-born unmarried Portuguese shall be conveyed to Europe. 

'' {fi) All married Portu~ese and Mesti~s [assimilated half-casteRJ shall 
11 proceed to Goa and may take their bed and beddmg and such other articles as the 
4' general and his council may permit. 

" (7) All free Topasses [semi-assimilated half -castes and Indians J and Canarins 
[Koukanies J shall remain at the diaposal and discretion of the general. 

"(8) The clergy may take with them their images and church ornaments 
"except those of gold and silver. . · · 

"(9) All free persons and all persons belonging to the Chur~h now wandering 
"!n the country shall, if they be subjects of the King of Portugal, be comprehended 
"m this treat.y." 

On the 8th of January 1663, the soldiers ~nd citizens came out and laid down 
their a~s.. The tota~ number was I, LOO or whom less than 300 were soldiers. At 
the begmmng of the s1ege there had been 7 00 soldiers in the town. 

Seventy-three guns were found, but not much loot the inhabitants· havin"' 
removed their property in time. ' · 0 

The siege had cost the Dutch. 3~0 men, 300 more .lay in hospital. 500 more 
were unfit fo~ duty .. On the enemy's Side 900 had been killed, wounded or captured, 
among th~~ 200 priests or stu~ents who had taken up arms in defence of the town 1, 

~~e secon~ tn Portuguese India, " making with those who bad marched out 2,320 
"men. hem~ more than .our uumhers before the to":n, which were, ~ccording to Heer 

van Goens account, with I 00 men afterwards received froll). Coromandel' 2 600 men 
;: of whom 180 ~y at Cranganore and l'alliport, 120 ~t Quilon, 200 on' V~peen, 2S 
"at Castell~ 6 miles fro.m the camp, 70 to 80 at the Kmg's pagoda a mile from the 
" camp, besules .the gamson on Pnests' l8land, which often consisted of one, two and 

three compames, and other places, so that we could not employ more than 2 000 
"meo before the town 2." ' . 

1 Batavia Oiary, eonftnued by Fathor GiD88ppe diS Maria wboae t • .. • • 
ma.dc themselvet~ 10l<1im it1 a ciril war with ahedding of blocd with . eommen Ja : .. A Those reverend ecolea1aBt10$ ''"""Ia\ oflll that. populace" (~eCC>nda Spodition•, p.l 2f). ' meve..enoetowar .. SaoredPlaoea and with thu 

Batavia D,.ry, i6631 p.l26. 
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Van Goens added in his Report that the Portuguese commandant, Iguatio 
Sarmento, had been found a very puffed-up and truculent customer, but at the same 
time had borne himself remarkably well in his King's cause ; for which reason he 
was treated generously and all his slaves and domestics, 59 in number, were restored 
to him. 

So ended a siege creditable to both sides. 
The last Portuguese stronghold on the Malabar Coast, Cannanor~, capitulated to 

Hustaert on the 13th of February. The fort was very strong and it seems to have 
been considered at Goa ttat the Commandant sbonld have held out. lie was executed 
<ln his arrival there 1• 

VI 

• The married Portuguese and mestics (or assimilated half-castes) removed to Goa 
. . . . from Cochin under the terms of the 

Portugu~se influences. Fortlficahon and 1ts capitulation, with their women and children, 
llecesslty. numbered 4-,000 D. There remained in the 

Portugues~ town 8,000 to I 0,000 topasees (or semi-assimilated half-castes and 
Indians), and Xative Christians 3

• The public buildings and houses were massive 
and high. The Jesuits, Dominicans, Frallciscans and Austin Friars had fine mon
asteries or colleges with churchP.s. There were besides a great cathedral and 
<lther churches '· The town was not only a commercial factory. but a Portuguese 
colony and a centre of Portuguese civilisation. From it Portuguese influence 
13pread all along the coast to the south. In the stretch between Quilon and Cape 
Comorin the Dutch found 119 villages in each of which there was a Portuguese 
church. Between Cape Comorin and Tuticorin numerous villages were occupied 
by Christians of the Parava fishing-caste, converts of St. Francis Xavier. l'here 
were according to reports of 1663 not less than J 2,000 .Kative Christian fishermen 
{Mukkuvas) on the Malabar Coast and 20,000 (Para vas) on the Tutioorin Coast 6, 

According to a. report of Van Goens, dated 24th of September 1675 and inserted by 
Valentijn in his Part V, Division 11 the Company had in the seven large and seven 
~mall harbours on the Tuticorin Coast, which it took over from the Pot'tuguese, 
70,000 families of Parava Christians under its protection 8

• When the Dutch took 
the island of Manar in 1658 they found seven Portuguese churches there' and there 
were a cathedral and six churches in the little town of Cranganore 8• Quilon had 
"seven fair brick churches, great and well-adorned, when the Dutcij took it in 1661". 
The Portuguese topasses continued to sene the new European masters, Dutch, 
English and Frenr.h. Portuguese half-castes were employed as commercial residents, 
interproters, soldiers, schoolmasters, and -Portuguese remained the lingua franca of 
the coast and was the languagu in which the Worshipful the Chief of Tellicherry
corresponded with the Honourable the " Commodore" of Cochin and the French at 
Mahe 10: The Dutch and English directors, in their zeal for the conversion of 
Catholics to the reformed r.~ligion, instructed their chapluins to learn Portuguese or 
"enquire after some able Mini~ter that can preaoh in the Portuguese tongue; and 
also a Domine as the Dutch Pall them, which in the style of our Church is a Deacon, 
that can read our prayers in l:'ortugueee." 11 The backwaters and lagoons about Cochin 
axe still strewn with ruins that h~ar witness to the extent of Portuguese enterprise 
and skill in building. l3ase Portuguese is still spoken at Cochin. 

1 Danvel!l Il, 329, llnboia. 
'Batavia Diary, 1663, p. 126, 
'D•ory, p. 127. 
• Baldaouo, Canter Vi.,obor, V•lenlijn, Sobonton .t the PortugullOI wrilon. Of. also Footor'o Englioh Faclorieo 

iln India, volume for 1624-9, p. 261. "Thol<lwn of Coobin is almoot •• gmt u Goa and tillrly built with otono; wten1 ' 
;.e ma.ny churchG.t and e»u•tlet~." 

• Balavis IJi•ry, l61i3, pp. 671·8. 
1 V•l•ntijn V (1), !I, pp. 237. 
' Baldaooo, Ceylon, oh. H. 
• Bald .. ~~~, MRlal•or and Coro!llllndel, ch. XVIII; Sohon!en I, 26~. 
1 Schootm I, I~; ~f. l!alda•••· l, oh. XXI. 
" Tellioberry Diari ... p<U.tim .Allo Hamilton, edition of 1739, Prof..,., p. fU, 
U ,Oonerallolter, da!A!d 18th Fobrnaryl601; A pod Wheolsr I, p. 248. Seep. 80 below. 
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The considerable success o£ the Portuguese s~ste~ of assimilation and colonisa-· 
tion, which may still be observed in the Goa~ ~mtone~, was not overlooked b~ the
Dutch. Marriage with native women and Rehgton s~pphed the. Portuguese d<~fimency 
of men. Their mixed colonies of Europeans, mestlcs and topasses were useful for· 
defence and saved the great co~t of bringing ga~·i~ons ?ut from home. On the other· 
h11nd in order to give the colomsts the means <lf livmg, It would be necessary to throw 
a great part of the trade open to t~em, as the Portuguese had done. It was of no use 
sending out from home poor colomsts, who would only be a burden to the Company 
and bring the nation into contempt. It would ?e necessary to ~ncourage mama~es. 
with native women, but the offspring of such un10ns was not sahsfactory. Colomsts. 
might find employment as sugar planters in Java! but it wuuld not be eas~ for th~m 
to compete with tho Chinese. Portuguese experience had shown that their colon1sts 
were not really of muc~ use in the defence of their strong places. 

Such were the considerations genernlly unfavourable to the proposal to imitate 
the Portuguese, advanc.ed hy the Governor-General and ~he m~j?rity of his C~unc!~ 
in 165 L in separate mmutes when they were asked the1r opm1on on the subJect . 
One member of the Council, however, Mt~~tsuyker, afterwards Governor-General 
from 1653 to 1678, thought that "the Portuguese had maintained themselves till that 
" time by no othet• means than the multitude of their colonists, who serve them 
"instead of soldiers, and without whom they would, as far as we can judge, long
"since have been overthrown and forgotten." 

The colonisation of Cape Colony began in the Company's time and a respectable 
colony of " burghers" still keeps fresh the memory of the Dutch in Ceylon, but in 
such a place as Cochin it was not in accordance with the national character to found. 
a half-caste colony in the Portuguese manner and assimilate the Indian; and 
accordingly Cocbin under the Dutch ceased to be a colony and became a mere fortified 
factory. It was decided on the 24th of July, l66!j, after some consideration 2, that 
Cochin was to be retained, hut a large part of the· Portuguese town Wll.S to be pulled 
down and the perimeter of the fortifications was to be so reduced that th" place could 
be held by a small garrison. Similar orders had b~~n issued about Malacca 3

1 
which 

bad been taken from the Portugnese twenty years before, and were afterwards passed 
about Colomho 4 and N egapatam 5 taken in 165!!. The Dutch at once set to work to 
destroy the houses and public buildings at the eastern and western extremities of' 
Portuguese Cochin and to pull down what remained of the walls at the tapering point 
of Calvetty on the east, which they had stormed, and on the west. 

Batavia first proposed a small four-cornered fort on the river. Vau Goens 
objected that the cost of destroying a large number of clmrcbes and houses and of 
cutting a ditch on three land si~es through their massive foundations would be very 
great, and such a fort could eas1ly be approached. He preferred a larger fort with 
five ba~tions which should be flanked by the sea and the backwater and border on the· 
land side aloog the morasses that had made the approach of the Dutch so difficult a 
This plan was adopted with some slight modifications and a wall about one and a half 
miies in length was built with a bastion on the sea-fl\•nt (Gelderlaud) five on the 
land side (Holland! Ze~land, F:iesland, Utrecht, Groningen) and sou;e projeoting 
w~rks. ;rhese fortifications W~ICh can be traced on the ground to some extent to 
this day ,,seem to have been little ~ltered in the centut·y of the Dutch occupation 
f~om the time th~t Bal.d~eus ';rote h1s book on Malabar and Ceylon (1672) to the 
time that Stavormus v1s1ted Governor Moens ·(1777) or Moens wrote his M · 
(17!ll) 

8 
•• Cauter Visscher ( 1717-23) and Stavorinus (1777) obserl'"e that they ::;d 

hardly resist a European enemy. They seem to have been practically oomplete in 

I DeJonge VI, p. VI <I ug. Van Rheede'e Considerat'ona o C I ud Val · 
• Batavia Diary, 1663, p. 369, 1 n 9Y on •P ontiJn may be oomparod. 
I Batavia Diary, 1663, p. 710. 
' Schouten I, 184. 
I Batavia Diary, 1872, p. 325, 
' llatn.U. Diary, 1663, p. 669. I 
' The poeition of bao\ion Holland ia hod by reference• in tbe record ( M • ' 

undorit. Tholit\lo Dutch oowetery thickly orowded with lBI.b cen\u 1 b' ~.g., .s. N~. 368) to the como!ery h•ing 
on tho. ol~ bution. 1'ho Bieho~'• bo.,. ot.nd• 011 what ,. .. b..tiu.?'.z.':.~ ; ~06 ~dl ~and the lighthoue .. tauda 
O•lhohc Cathedral on 0\reobt, 1'1orco Lad~ & Co.'o oflicea on Gron· d 'b he •oara honea near tho now Boman 

' MS. No.l5 ; Plan ill Baldaens ; Wilcool<e'o Stavorinue m'"f!!'0 an a ,otel on Geld~rland. 
Iotter Ill; seoret "'aoluliona of 1181-2 (MS. No 1176). 0 do Bra 'iiOh; 111""!'8d Memoir, .\pp. IV; Cantor Villechor 

• ' · YD, w 0 
'"""' tho plaoe in 1706 A.D. ' 
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1675 when Van Goens reported 1 that they had cost'875,190 guilders (about £80,000) 
while 450,000 should have sufficed. Proposals to fortify Purakad and Cayenkulam 
were rejected, but the fortifications at Quilon and Cranganore were restored, and other 
small forts were afterwards built. 

The authorities at Batavia grudged the money spent in fortifications, and orders 
were received from time to time to cease to keep up or demolish this or that fort. 
But circumstances made the men on the spot unwilling to obev these orders, and 
they seem to have remained dead letters. To take an instance, Commander Breekpot 
received orders in l7c5 to demolish the forts of Chetwai, Cranganore and Quilon. 
He went so far as to get an estimate drawn up of the cost of demollilhing them, 
but wrote 2 that he did not consider it advisable to carry out the orders in view of 
the. threatening attitude of Hyder Ali of My sore and the King of Trayanoore, and for 
various other reasons. 

Fortifications were in fact necessary so long as India possessed no settled 
government. However much the Dutch might wish to avoid trouble with the nati;e 
rulers, they were from time to time dragged into the qnmels of princes of Malabar 
with one another or with foreign conquerors. Nor was it otherwise with the less 
considerable English settlements at Tellicherry and Anjengo in the neighbourhood. 
Theil· greatest expenses were under the heads " Garrison " and " Fortifications," the 
factors of Anjengo with some 120 men were massacred in April 1721 at Attungal 
and the factory in which some forty subordinates, tltc., remained, was besieged for the 
next six months; while the factors of Tellicherry were constantly engaged in petty 
operations of war against the French at MaM or native chiefs, maintained a garrison 
of BS7 men as early as 1726, and were besieged by Mysore troops from July 1780 to 
JanUI!J'Y 1782, and had been blockaded before by petty chiefs'· In 1689 the Court 
of Directora of the English Company ordered the station ''at Hetorah, in the Queen 
of Attenger's country to be fortified in the strongest manner ~ ". A few years later ~ 
it was reported G to the English Directors that the Rajah of Tellioherry had offered 
to allow the English to take possession of that place " and fartijg il, explaining that 
" otherwise he could no longer furnish them a proportion 'of pepper, from being 
" unable to defend his country." In the 17th and 18th centuries a factory in India 
was not safe without fortifications and a neighbouring petty prince or even a prinee 
such as the King of Golconda or the Great Mogul himself could not guarantee 
its safety, however anxious he might be in his own interests that new traders should 
settle in his dominions. The King of Cocbin could not have protected the Dutch 
against the Zamorin of Callout if they had not been in a po~ition to defend themselves, 
and the Zamorin himself, though perhaps the most powerful of the Malabar princes, 
could not prevent the Angria pirates attacking ships in the roads of Calicnt in 
January 17 43 6, while other pirates had landed at Cannanore in the night in 1 i 42 and 
burnt several houses and on the 27th November 1746 Tulasi Angria with a fleet of 
eight grabs and 40 or 50 galevats, landed his men at Mangalore, "which place 
they plundered & in about 26 hours reimbarked." 7 The Dutch company's "lodge" 
at Sadras on the East ,Coast was attacked on the 12th of March 1676 in the evening 
by about l 00 bandits habited in a strange Moorish fashion, who slew, wounded or 
drove away the Company's native peons and after the few Company's &ef!allts h~ 
fled broke open the dwellings, chests, and money-boxes and went off wtth 6,216 
paa~das (about £ 3,000) in cash and not much less in goods s. In lti63, on the 
approach of the great Mahratta bandit Sivaji, the native inhabitants of Vingorla, where 
the Dutch had a factory, deserted it in fear•, an~ in the same year Si;aji.plundered 
Surat while the Great Mogul's Governor cowered m the castle and the English facton 
were in fear of their lives. Instances could be multiplied, but the point hardly 
requires elaborating, and it is not surprising to find in Bruce that in 1703-.1: "both 

1 Apad Valantiin V (1}, 3, :!39. 'rbeyW8re ready lor purpo,..o! defmoein 1~5 (Dioryforlhot,....,p.lU) 
but tho Command our ~on Rheede.,.. alwayo obopping a.nd ob&ngmg. 

• Madroslo!S. llo. 866. · . . . • . • 
• From tho MS. Diarieo of Tellioberry and .&njengo, mea for TeUulloerry bogilllllDg 1 • ll6, fu< AnJ...., loU. 
• Brnoo'o Annale UI, 76. 
• Bruoe II, 166. 
• Tellioherry Diary, 174i-3, p.lOl. C.mparo p. 69 below. 
' TelUohorry Diary, I HI-~. p. 114; A.njengo Diary, 1746. 
• Bataria Diary, Tolume lor 1676, p. 277, 
' BataTi& Di&ry, IU63, p. 643. 
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" (En lish Presidents~ agreed in iiving it as their opinion to the Cou~t of Managers 
" thatg grants of trade by the Mogul Governme~t were temporary expedients o~y, that 
"force alone or a fortification witll a str011f} garmon, was the only means by whiCh the 
" observatio~ of the conditions in these grants could be made effectual ". 

vn 
p

0 
tugal and the Netherlands had made peacebefore Cochin and Cannanore fell. 

r . 'l'he treaty was signed on the tith of 
The peaoe wtth Portugal. August 1661, ratified by Portugal on the 

24th of May 1662 by the Netherlands on the 14th of December 1662\ and published 
on the 14th of ~h 1663 but nothing was heard in the Easd of the ratification till 
much later. On the 11th of May 1663 the Dutch at Batavia heard that" the peace 
"with the English was conoluded, but that with the Portuguese not 2 

" 1 and it was not 
till the 14th of June that " the frigate J oncker arrived in the roads from the father
" land having stopped nowhere on the way 3 

" and brought a letter from the Directors, 
dated the 23rd December 1662, which announced. the ratification of the treaty. The 
6th article of the treaty ran as follows: '' According to this treaty all hostilities 
" and offensive actions shall cease between the King and the Kingdom of Portugal 
"on the one part and the United Netherlands Qn the other and between their subjects 
"and citizens in Europe within two months from the date that.tpis treaty shall be 
" sigiled by both parties, and in the other parts of the world from the date of the 
''publication of this document, and to all prisoners on both sides shall be given their 
"formerfreedom directly after the ratification of this treaty, while all regions, places, 
·" ships and goods which may be taken in the meantime by either party as well as 
" those conquered before in the East Indies, the West Indies or elsewhere, will 

• "remain in possession of those who appear to have been their possessors at the 
" moment; but sneh as are occupied and taken in l!:urope after the lapse of two 
"months from the signature of the said treaty, in other parts of the world from its 
" publieation, shall be restored without delay or exception to their former masters.'' 

This seems clear enough. Cochin and Cannanore were taken in January and 
February, 1663, that is before the publication of the treaty on the 14th of March 
1663. Nevertheless in March, 1664, an envoy from the Portuguese Viceroy arrived 
at Batavia with a letter from the Viceroy, dated the 18th January 1664:, in which he 
wrote •: "Under the capitulations of peace between the King of Portugal, my 
"Master, and the Most Serene Estates of the United Provinces which you must have 
'' receiv.ed by now and I again send for you to see, you must restore me the places 
"of Cochin and Cannanore as having been taken after the publication of the said peace 
"which was made on the 14th of December 1662" • • . . , 

'rhe Dutch replied "it was true the treaty 'was ratified on the 14th of December 
"1~6~, but i_t only ~me into force s11 fa: as. the East was concerned, in conformity 
"w1th the stxth article, after the publication of the said peace which took place 
" three months after the said ratification, as may be seen in article 26.'' 

The question was again raised in Europe two years later, but the claim was, as, 
might have been expected, not taken seriously by the Dutch 61 though they seem to 
have been open to an offer. The Portuguese continued to press their claims and 
under article 14 of the Treaty between Portugal and France of the 31st of March 
1667 the Most Chrisitian King was to endeavour to get Cochin and Cannanore 
restored to Portugal omni genere ojfo:iorum. The question was finally set at 
rest by the Treaty between Portugal and the Netherlands of the 30th July 1B69 
article 1 of which states that Cochin and Oannanore should remain in the hands of 
the Dutch ~t India Company until not only the war indemnity fixed by the treaty 
of 1661 had been paid but also a special indemnity for the cost of the Company's 

1 Danun II, 329; daoo 14th Door. (not 4th"" Danven nor 24th ao Valentijn) I take frorn ll•t Diary 166• 
p. U. Tbo t:ealy is given in full in Biker'e Oolleotion, Vol. IV. , • 1 

• 

• Diary, 1663, p. 172. 
' Diary, 1663, p. 236. The l'ortugue,. do not appear to have got the news tiU muoh later Father Giuaoppe 

diS. ldari& only heard it in Novcmb.,. ' 
• Tholetoor ia in>ertod in Bat. Diary, 166•, llllder date 28th March. 
• Dan•en n, 329; Vala~tijn V (2)1 34. 
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:il.eet, which had taken them, and of all the operations 1• 'fhe fort at Cannanore 
remained Dutilh until it was sold to the Ali Raja (Sea King) of Cannanore in 1771, 
.and Cochin until it was taken by a British force in 1795. 

vm 
The history of Dutch rule on the West Coast of India from 1663 to 1795 can be 

•Campaigns of 1717 A.D. and of 1739-42 A.D. writtenindetailonly when ~,400 volumes 
· of records have been exam1ncd and com· 

pared. Meanwhile the accounts of Stein van Gollenesse and Moens will throw 
some light on the politics of Malabar during their administrations. The first was 
written just after the failure of an enterprise which might have resulted in the 
-establishment of a Dutch Empire on the west coast, and just hefore Dupleix 
showed the French, the English and the world what a simple matter the establish· 
ment of European ascendancy on the east coast was. The second was written when 
the English were becoming the leading power in South India, but were still engaged 
in their struggle with Mysore. When Stein Van Gollenesse wrote, Malabar was 
.divided up among a great DUDlber of petty princes, none of them formidable. In 
1781, when Moens wrote, Rolland was sinking to a low place among the nations, 
the Dutch bad ,long ceased to be masters of the sea, and the once great Dutch East 
India. Company could no longer dream of territorial expansion in the East, but was 
about to. be ruined by the war between the home country and Great Britain. 

Though the history o£ the Dutch in Malabar cannot yet be written, something 
may be said about two out-standing campaigns. 

When the Dutch took Cochin the most powerful and aggressive of the petty 
princes of Malabar was the Zamorin of Caliout. He had been for a hundred and 
fifty years the enemy of the Portuguese and of the King of Oochin1 and when the 
Dutch prepared to lay siege to Cochin he entered into an alliance with them and 
gave them some assistance, though much less than the Dutch had expected. The 
Zamorin expected in return to be made King of Coohin 2• But the Dutch had no 
intention of making him too powerful. He then asked for at least the island of 
Vypeen. But this also was refused him. The relations of. the Zamorin with the 
Dutch were naturally not cordial thereafter. Moreover questions were always 
-arising between him and the King of Oochin, whom the Dutch were bound by treaty 
to protect. As early as 1665 there was a question about a piece of territory called 
Catur. The Dutch had to interfere and propose a settlement, which was accepted. 
But hostilities continually broke out between the parties, and as often as not Cochin, 
though the weaker, was according to the Dutch the aggressor, relying on the Dutch 
to protect him 3• War was in fact the natural state of Malabar ; the different princes 
always had claims, often of great obscurity, to places ID one another's territories. 
¥oreover the Zamorin and Oochin were the heads of rival factions, also of obscure 
-origin, called the Ohavarakur and Panniyurkur factions, and as such had always an 
excuse for fighting. The Portuguese found Coohin at war with the Zamorin in 1500 ; 
the parties continued to be at war intermittently for the next two hundred and fifty 
years. 

For half a century after the occupation of Cochin the Dutch were from time to 
time· embroiled in these wars and led into expenditure which caused Malabar to be set 
-down as an unprofitable settlement. The Zamorin's route of invasion lay along the 
shore by Chetway and Cranganore. The Payenohery Nair, in whose territory Chetway 
lay, and the Prince of Cranganore were tributary to him. In 1710 A.D. the Dutch 
forced the Zamorin to conclude a treaty by which he ceded to them the suzerainty 
over these two little chiefs (treaty of lOth January 1710) and .proceeded to build or 
.extend a fort at Chetway. The situation became acute again lD the year 1715 when 

• Those tro•tiea are given in loll in Vol. IV of Biker's collootion (Trea~ee relating to Portuguese India in Latin 
,.ndPortuguoool. 

' Bot&via Diary, l663,p. 128. · 
• Canter Viesober. 
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the Zamorm surprised the fort on the night of the 2 2nd of J anna.ry 1
• ~he prestige> 

of the Company was s\lrionsly affected and the numbers of thm enem1es began to 
swell "like a Biiow-ball 1 ". A glimpse of the Dutch Commandeur of the time, Barent 
Ketel, is obtainable from the diary of Stephen Strutt 3, who was sent to inspect the· 
English factories on the west coast in 1714. He was at Coohin on November the 
16th and was received politely by the" Commodore", of whom he remarks: "The· 
" Governor Barran Kettle raised himself from a Centinell as several of their men in 
" post have done he was mighty affable and courteous." He seems however to have 
been corrupt ; for Strutt goes on to remark that the Governor and broker '' being 
equally concerned" charged the·Dutch Company" whatever they could agreen for 
pepper, and that private persons could easily procure pepper underhand in spite of 
the Company's monopoly," but it must not be openly." · 

This person was afterwards summoned to Batavia to undergo his trial for high 
treason and cowardice, but was eventually acquitted in 1719 4• 

It was realised in Batavia that a considerable force would be required in 
Malabar to restore the Company's prustige. 1,573 men were sent in September 1715, 
and I ,500 more in September 1716 5, these last under the command of the Right 
Worshipfnl the Councillor Extraordinary William Bakker Jacobsz. The Diary of 
His Worship's eampaign was written up in great detail from day to day and part of 
it is still in llXisteuce •. 

His Worship arrived in Cochin on the 23rd of November 1716. One of his 
first acts was to 'send letters announcing his arrival and that of Barent Ketel's 
successor, Johannes Hertenberg, and his intention of punishing the Zamorin to the 
powers of Malabar. The list of addressees below will give some idea of the' manner 
in which Malabar was then divided up into petty States- · 

To the Raja of Porca. To the Palyet. 

" R:/tlim· To the 3,000 of Baijpin. 

" 
C 'coilan. 

" Coddachery Cay mal.-
" De Marta. 

" Corretty Oaymal. 

" 
Signatty. 

" Cbangara Codda. 

'rrevancore. 
Cay mal. 

" 
" Teokenkore. 

" Mannacotta Atsja. 

" 
Berkenkore. 

" Tottacherry 'l'alehenore. 
· , Peritaly. 

" Muria.natty Nambiat. 
To the Ameen of Atinga. 

" Ayniouty Naubeddy. 

" Coohin. ,, H:/: of Paro. To the Raja of Cartadavil. 
" B ore of .Bargara. 

,. Aijrore. 
" Adergia of Oannanore, 

" 
Palcatchery. 

" Caymal of Cunattu-

Valavanatty. 
naddu. 

" ,, Colas try. 
" Tevengul N airo. 

, Cranganore, 
" Para Elleda.m. 

To the second prince of Mangatty. 
" Paiurgatty Caymal. 

, , Bardella. 
II Taohetta M unancur. 

To the Pula of Oariatta.. Caymal of Angecaymai. Gurip of Trevancore. " II 

" 
7,000 of Caraporam. 

" Payenohery Nairo 1. .. 80,000 of CurUrnadda . 

1 Summary of bio!<>ry in Rooolntion of 6\b Maroh 1777 MB No 1161 Of. a\ St d · • 
1691-3, from ori~~&l docn!"ents by N. Macleod 1902, published by Nijb~ff, tb~ HaSuo,'!nd thf s!m~~a.uoQ~~.!"'Iabar, 
D~to.b to "!•. Bnt.uh Roo1dent m 1793 (Vol. 13, .Malabar Commislrion'o Report and Vol 29 M 1 ,! ·c "r ~h• 
Diariee, PohticaJ, m Jort St. GttOrge Recorda). • ' a llLH~or omm18ewn 

' Canter Vi>eobor. 
' M~. Ui&ry in tho M.draa rooords. 
' K.lork de Reus, p. 161, note. 
' V alonlijn V (2), 44. 
' MS. Noa. 97-99. 
1 Where moat of tho placeo aro and the meanings of the doaignationa will b 1 • d · · 

Memoir and the notes thereto. Tho Naira &IV tbe~ghting ... to (a ~udra oaets), p;jr:(' Naweb'd]' Bte10 Van Goll.en~ooo'a 
Caymal mean~ Prince, A!Bja (Aohan) =father Adergia o:Ali Raja Sea Kin~ Dol '· K r' and Knrup Nm lltlee, 
e\c. • , D' DOl't 11 a ayal&a& Valluvanar, Ruler, 
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From calculations as to how far 11 supply of rice would go it appeal'S that the 
.D~tch force ~ the field at . the beginning of the campaign consisted of 3,226 men 
wtthout counting 1,000 Cingalese expected from Ceylon who actually arrived at 
Chetway on the 26th February 1717'. It is also mentioned that there were not 
more than 193 topasses and 113 lascorins in the service, and from au entry under 
the lOth January 17l7 it appem that the Dutch could then dispose of 3,400 men as 
against 2,200 the year before. The Zamorin was entrenched in a pagger (stockade) 
at Paponetty (Pappinivattam), some 20 miles south of the captured fort of Chetway. 
The pagger was attacked on the 16th January 1717 and taken with a slaughter of 
2,000 of the Zamorin's Naira. The Dutch casualties were 17 Europeans dead, 72 
·wounded; others, 22 dead, 6\J wounded. · On the 27th the Dutch army arrived 
before Chetway, which they found abandoned, and the Zamorin began to negotiate. 

According fo the Rev. J. Canter Visscher, who was chaplain of Cochin from 
December 1717 te December 1723, the result of the action at Paponetty was a 
great shock to the heathen and the bones of the dead lay about the fields for many 
years afterwards. The reverend gentleman exaggerates a subsequent skirmish at 
Urevenur on the 12th of February, in which the Dutch, according to the Diary 
of the campaign, lost one man killed and five wounded, and the Zamorin 
117 to 120 killed and severely wounded, into "a decisive victory", and cannot be 
considered a very trustworthy witness, but it certainly appears from the Zamorin's 
correspondence that he had no stomach for fighting after the action of the 16th of 
January. The ne~otiations fell through for the time being over the question of the 
amount of the indemnity, the Zamorin asserting that he had no cash but would 
surrender land, while the Dutch wanted both land and cash. A few months after
wards peace was concluded and the Dutch obtained a small indemnity g and were also 
placed in possession, in complete sovereignty, of a strip of sea-coast (Province 
Paponetty), forming part of what was called "the Sandy land" between Chetway and 
Cranganore 3-now a southerly projection of the British district of Malabar, cutting 
off the Cochin State from the sea. They were also confirmed or established in the 
sovereignty over Cranganore and other petty states ': while certain other territories 
handed over by the Zamorin 5 were handed on to Cochin. In this war the Zamorin 
seems to have received assistance from the English. This is not only asserted in 
the Campaign Diary of the Dutch, but is confirmed by the contemporary writer 
Alexander Hamilton (edition of 1739, I. lH5) and by an entry on p. 67 of the 
Tellicherry Diary for 17 43-4, where the old ''linguist " or Eurasian agent of the 
English at Calicut is reported as observing: " when this Fort at Tellicherry was set 
about the Building of, Mr. Adams got leave from the Samorine to export what 
" materials he should want from Calicut customs free, which he believes the 
"Samorine more readily granted, as Mr. Adams was very serviceable to him by 
" assisting him in his wars against the Dutch." 

The supply of war material was a profitable branch of trade, while it was good 
policy to injure a trade rival and secure the favour of a native chief. Another 
extract from the Tellicherry Diary under date the 19th September 1743 will show 
that another native chief had been given similar assistance against the French: 
" From the circumstances of the Debt we judge that the reason he (the chief 
"Boyanore) refuses to discharge it is that as it arose from Stores and Ammunition 
" supplied to him privately in his wars with the French, he imagines. we do not care 
" to make any great stir about it, lest the French $hould be acquatnted with our 
"having assisted him." 

. Canter Visscher suggests that more advantages should have been obtained and 
hints that the Right Worshipful Willem Bakker Jacobsz had private reasons of hiS 
own for not completely humbling the Zamorin. This shows that the Duwh at 
Cochin, or some of them, were not satisfied with the acquisitions made. But His 
Worship had not a very large force and the Cingalese expected from Ceylon did not 

1 Diary ol tho Campaign. On lbo 7th o! Ma.roh the fieldanny at Ureven11r oowoiated ~~~,1St men, of wb~'!' 9.41 
wm Euopeane, 1~6 topaa"'• 371 l4Boorine (Indian or Ceylon BBpoys), 1,66f MaJaye, 1,090 Oingal..,e, The anlCllim" 
supplied by t.hA Raja of Ooohin are eatimated by Valontyn at 16,000. 

• Artiole 2 of the Treaty of the 17th Deoomber, 1717: 86,000 C.Ucut new golden fannma (.liS. No.l06). 
' Artiole 28 of the Treaty. 
• Articles 17 and ~' o! the Treaty. 
6 Attiole U ol tho Treaty. 

6 
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arrive in time, and it was not t~e polio~ ~f the Dutch Compii.Dy at this ;time ~o 
assume the sovereignty of ex:tenstve temtortes, but rather to force petty prrnces m 
the nei~hbourhood of their set.t~ements to en~r i~to co~tracts for. th~ deli ve~y 
of products at low prices (tha~ ts, to pay ~ dtsg.utsed tr1bute ), whtle tt held tn 
soverei!!'llty only the sea-margm of productive hinterlands. It appears however, 
from Stein Van Gol!enesse's Memoir 1 aod papers of 1717 A.D.• that the authorities 
at Batavia were much dissatisfied with His Worship for being content with a small 
indemnity and for handing I)Ver to the King of Cochin some of the territories ceded 
by the Zamorin. The revenue of the strip of land retained (Province Paponetty) 
was not large. 'Ihe average nett revenue for the five years before Hyder Ali took 
it was only 15,000 guilders or 12,500 rupees 3 w!Ule, if Canter Visscher is to be 
believed, the war had cost the Company nearly two Inillion guilders '· 

The Company may have been somewhat ill served, but even had more ambitious 
counsels prevailed the time was not favourable for acquiring large possessions in 
Malabar. The second Javanese Succession War shortly afterwards broke QUt and 
occupied the Dutch forces for the next five years. Reinforcements could hardly 
have been spared for Malabar. The finances of the Company would perhaps have 
permitted them to conduct a war in Malabar as well as the war in Java. 40 per cent. 
dividend was paid each year from 1715 to 1720, 33! per ceot. in 17211 ll0 per cent. 
in 1722, 12i per cent. in 1723, 15 per cent. in 1724 and 20 per cent. in I 725, the 
Company's stock reached 1260 for every hundred in 1720 5 and its credit was excell~nt. 
Ilut there was always great difficulty in getting Europeii.D troops. The pay was not 
attractive and the mortality, especially on the voyage out and in the dep8t, Batavia, 
then perhaps the most unhealthy European Station in the East, was appalling. 
Sufficient Dutchmen could not be procured ; men had to be obtained from the interior 
of Germany or elsewhere 6

1 and the Dutch had at one time French, at another Swiss 
regiments in their service in the East. In some of their wars thev employed 
considerable armies, but the necessary stiffening of Earopeans was always small, and 
they probably seldom had as many as 10,000 Europeans in their militarv service in 
the Indies, With a mortality in the European army calculated at from 70 to 120 
per thousand, with garrisons in numerous stations which even at minimum strength 
absorbed many thousands of men, with recruitment very difficult and with only 25 
ships of a few hundred tons each a year on an average to convey the new levies from 
home ', the Dutch Company was scarcely in a position to conduct a war of. conquest 
~Malabar while it was engaged in Java. 

However that may be, the campaign of 1717 restored the Company's prestige in 
Malabar and there was no further trou hie for some years. The nex:t campaigns of 
importance occurred in a war with the Kingdom of Travancore which lasted from 1789 
to 1H2. 

When the Dutch first came to Malabar, Travancore was a verv small princi· 
pality. According to a report 8 of Van Goens written in 1675 "Travancore begins 
"with• the West cape of Comorin and ends on the coast about two hours' walk or less 
"n~rth of ~egenapatnam" (a port in Vtlsvankod Taluk 15 minutes south of the present 
cap1tal, Tnvandrum ). On the north along the coast followed the principalities of 
A~ngal (whoa~ rulers permitted t~e English Company to construct a factory at 
AnJeogo), of Qwlon or properly Desmganad (the Signatty) and of Cayenculam. On 
the north-east Travancore was borde1·ed by the Kingdom of Peritalli and Elayadatu 
Svarupam. Even the memory of the Kingdol!l of Peritalli has died out o but I find it 
mentione~ in the early En~lish as well as ~utch ;ecords. On the 4th ~f March 1726 
the EngliSh factors at Telhcherry recorded 10 thetr Diary : " The Kings of Chinga- · 
"natta and Perital have joined Vanjanatta and are resolved to crush the King of 
Travancore." 

I P. 113. 
' M.S. No. 106. 
1 Figuna in loiS. No. lliil. 
' Cantor Viesoher, Letter VI. 
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From 1729 to 1758 an able and ambitious prince, Martanda Varma, reigned in 
'Travancore. He first reduced his own vassals to obedience ; with the help of the 
English according to Stein Van Gollenesse t, a statement which cannot be fully 
·checked as the Anjengo records of the time no longer exist, but is confirmed 
by a letter written in 1757 by the ChiAf of Anjengo to the Select Committee at 
Madras 9• He then turned his attention to his neighbours. He first (1734: A.D.) 
:attacked Elayadatn Svarupam, in which Peritalli had by that time been absorbed, and 
imprisoned the ruling family in a fort in the hills, where the King died in 17 41 3, 

The acquisition doubl~d his dominions. In the same year he attacked the Raja of 
Cayancnlaru, who fellm battle ·on the first of J una 1734:". The 8ignatty of Quilon, 
who had had previous differences with Martanda Varma and was the nephew of the 
Raja of Cayanculam, declared Cayanculam absorbed in his State and continued the 
war. 

It was to the interest of the Dutch to maintain the position thfly had acquired of 
:arbitrators in Malabar, to prevent any one priuce growing too powerful, and to stop 
·encroacbmentA on the principalities of Cayauculam and Quilon, where they had 
factories. The co~quest of Peritalli and El~yadatu Svarupam, the peaceful absorption 
·Of Attungal on wh10h Travancore had a clatm through hts mother', and the practical 
absorption of another small principality called " Marta" (between Quiloot and 
Purakad) by the succession thereto of a female member of Travancore's own family, 
.alarmed the Dutch. Eventuallv it was determined to take the field on behalf of the 
.Signatty and of the imprisoned" prince of Elayadatu Svarupam. 

The Commandeur of Cochin was not in 1739 as in 1717 a corrupt ex-" Centinell'' 
il.estined to be tried for incompetency, but the author of one of the Memoirs here 
translated, Stein Van Gollenesse, a man of good family, afterwards promoted to be 
Governor of Ceylon and membe1· of the Batavia Council; and a superior officer of the 
Company, the ordinary Member of Council, Van Imhoff, who made a short visit to 
Malabar at the beginning of the year 1739 and seems to have suggested the policy of 
war 6, was an even more distinguished personage than the Right Worshipful Willem 
BakkerJacobsz. Gustaaf Willem, Baron Van Imhoff, was member of a family of nobles. 
The monument to a t·elative in W olfendal church1 Ceylon, displays sixteen quarter
ings 1. He was born on the 8th of August 1705, came out to the East in 1725, became 
·Councillor Extraordinary in 1732 and in 1736 Ordinary Councillor and Gov,ernor of 
Ceylon. In 1738 he was at home on leave and made so good an impression on the 
Directors that they resolved tc appoint him Governor-General at the next vacancy 6, 

and he was i:q fact destined to be one of the most distinguished of the Dutch 
Governor-Generals in the East. 

His Worship was an able and energetic man. He seems to have concluded that 
the system under which the Dutch had endeavoured to act as arbitrators in Malabar 
11.nd to content themselves with a tribute in products to be delivered at a price much 
below that of the market, had broken down. The action of a single ambitions prince 
had shown that the system could not be maintained without a considerable force. 
Malabar must either become an ordinary commercial settlement, like the English or 
Danish factories on the coast, and buy products at the market price, or the Company ' 
mnRt establish its sovereignty over the country. The second of the two policies was 
adopted and war was declared on Travancore. The position being critical, reinforce
ments from Batavia were not awaited. A few companies arrived from Ceylon and 
the campaign was opened with these and the Malabar garrison. A history of the 
war which ensued could be written from the diaries and other papers of the time. 
A summary will be found in the foot-note to page 83 below. It will be sufficient 
to sav here that it never became much more than "a defensive and auxiliary war 11 as 
Moens calls it, because events in Java, in which Van Imhoff himself bore a great 

I P. 63. 
i .Fort St. Uoorge records. :Military CoD$$, No. B. "It's to be romarked that by the help of the Hon'ble Company 
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part while they resulted in establishing a. Dutch empire in that great and rich. 
isla.~d, made it im:pOssible for the Company to despatch troops to Malabar. .After
four campaigns Travancore had becom~ more p~werf~l than he had ever been before,. 
the Dntoh were compelled to recogntse all hiS ~!111ms, and the schemes for large· 
territorial acquisitions on the West Coast of India were dropped by the Company, 
though we still find Stein Van Gollenesse w:iting .in 1'1 ~S 1 

: ~~ Should . the Hon'hle· 
'' Company at any time have a gre~t ~oroe m Indta and oc.cas!On permit us to push 
,, the matter energetically my opm10n would be that 1t would suffice to make 
" ouraelv!!$ completel!J mrdter8 of the states of Peritalli an,~ Vadaoancur." . The
Dutch, he goes on to say, had previously "conquered the c~ast , but the sovereignty 
of the coast was insufficient as pepper could be exported mland and t~e ouly way tl} 
secure au unfailing supply of cheap pepper was to assume the sovereignty of tracts. 
in which the spic~ grew. . 

Even this modified imperialistic scheme came to nothing and in 1753 the Dutch 
finally came to terms with Martanda. Varma. They were not to staud in the way of 
Tra van core absorbing all the petty principalities of South Malabar!, and were to supply 
him with 12,000 rupees worth of urms annually on payment 3

• He on his part was
to supply them with all the piece·goods IDI!llnfactured in his country 1 with 1,500,000 
lbs. ot pepper from his hereditary possessions (Travancore and .Attungul) at Rs. 65-
per c1111dy ( 500 lbs. Dutoh ') and with another million from the principalities " he· 
bad conquered or might conquer through the neutral attitude of the said Company .!'' 
By this treaty the Dutch reverted to their traditional policy of recognising a native 
prince in return for 11n indirect tribute paid in kind. The market price of pepper of 
course varied; but I find from the Tellicherry Diaries that it was Rs. 100 a candy of 
520 lbs. English (Diary 1740-l, p. 69) in December 1740, Rs. 104 a little later, 
Rs. 98 in .Aprill741, Rs. Ll6 in March 1742, Rs. 95 for a supply of 410 candies. 
obtained from Ezechiel Rabbi of Cochin in December 17 43, and in general the price
seems to have been never much less than Rs. 100 during the next forty years. On 
the 28th of February 1780 the Tellicherry factors shipped a carg-o of 939 candies odd 
of the invoice value of Rs. 1,14,000 odd (Rs. 121 per candy). In the same year out 
of a total of 1,065,249 lbs. collected by Governor Moens at Oochin, 1,001,999 lbs. 

, were supplied by Travanc.ore at Rs. 65 per candr 6• The indirect tribute paid by 
Travancore to the Dutch m that year may accordingly be reckoned at over a lakh of 
rupees (2,000 X Rs. 50). It would have been about three lakhs of rupees if the full 
amount stipulated for by the treaty of 1753 had been supplied. But Travancore 
argued that the 2,000 candies to be supplied from lands conquered or to be conquered 
were. not .due, .as the Dutch had .by preventing him absorbing the kingdoms· of 
Cochm and Cahcut, not fulfilled their part of the bargain 7, and he usually did not even 
supply the full 3,000 candies or million and a half pounds due from his hereditary 
territory on the plea that that small territory did not yield so much-:-which may have
been true. Martanda Varma at any rate, in the opinion of Commandeur F. Ounes, 
~ho wrote a Memoir 8 in 1756, three years after the conclusion of the treaty, honestly 
mtended to deliver the full amount, and if his successors were lax in making the· 

• 1111ppl y, it must be remembered that they could obtain the war material of which they 
stood in need from other European nations who were willing to pay a higher price
for pepper. "A c1111dy of pepper for every musket you let me have" was a proposal 
made by Mart~nda Varma to the .Anjengo factors in 17 44 9 

; on the 19th of February 
1780 the .AnJengo factors received " 600 stand of new Arms for the King of 
Travancore ; 10

" and the following passage from a letter written by the Chief of' 
Anjengo in 1757 illustrates the point: " As the Dutch on one side supplied him 

'P. 72. 
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' Jrolll. article 20 of tho Treaty. 
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(Travancore) with arms, etc., and the Danes and other Europeans at times did tha same 
at Colet.chy, for which they got pepper, he withheld pepper from us under pretence 
tha.t we show'd ourselves less friendly to him than others. Therefore, tho' 
reluctantly, the Hon'ble Company were necessit.at~d to submit to the said evil other 
Europeans had indulged him in 1." 

The political result of the Dutch policy was that Travancore absorbed all the 
smaller principalities south of Cochin and a part of Cochin itself and attained its 
present dimensions, while Cochin continued to exist at all only because it was under 
the immediat~ protection of the Dutch, and the Calicut Kingdom perhaps only because 
the Dutch at Cochin barred the way. Travancore maintained a considerable army 
partly trained by Dutch deserters, of whom Lanoy and Duyvenschot are specially · 
mentioned by Moens 2 as the most important. Stein van Gollenesse's administration 
regarded the reported appointment of Duyvenscbot to command the l{ing of 
Travancore's forces as a most serious danger and an attempt by Travanco~e to storm 
Quilon in July 17 42 . was attributed to his influence 3• Lanoy was afterwards 
appointed Commander-in-Chief of Martanda Varma's disciplined forces, said to have 
amounted to 50,000 men 4, and served him and his successors for 37 years (17 40 
to 1777) 6• He died at the age of 62 while giving the finishing touches to the 
famous Travancore lines \l'hich checked Hyder Ali and Tippu. The resistance d'ffered 
by Travancore to the formidable armies of M ysore at a time when they were dispnt· 
ing the British supremacy in South India is a historical fact of no small importance. 
The Dutch policy assisted in the creation of a strong state out of the numerous 
principalities of South Malabar and Dutchmen commanded the forces of Travancore 
for thirty-five years and fortified his frontiers. 

IX 

Such was the actual course of events. The fact that the Dutch had entertained 
· . plans for the acquisition of territorial 

Events of 1740 .il..D. to 17~5 .il..l/.. ~n otller pari~~ sovereignty iu India before Dupleix and 
of the Company's posses810118. C · · hve had shown the way 1snot generally 

known6
, and it may be worth while to explain why the determined and energetic Van 

Imhoff, who seems to have been their originator, did not execute them when in the 
year 17 42 he became Governor-General and could dispose of all the Company's 
forces. 

There is an interesting contemporary entry in the Tellicherry Diary under date 
24th July 1U2. ''The Dutch at Cannanore inform that Baron Imhoff is coming 
" General to Batavia with thirty-six men of war." Congratulations were sent by the 
English factors '' on such a fleet as we bad not heard of before in India ". St~in 
Van Gollenesse tells us 7 that on hearing the news of Van Imhoff's return to India as 
Governor-General Travanoore "hurriedly returned with his army to his own 
country", and sued for peace " in very polite terms," and as late as November 
17 H he is reported by the .Anjengo factors as still " very apprehensive " that the 
Dutch would attack him again •· Why did the new Governor-General not fulfil the 
general expectation and send to Malabar forces which would have made it possible to 
carry out what seems to have been his own old policy? 

In l 729 began what is called " the black period" of the Company's rule. In 1731 
the Governor-General Diedrik Durven, three members of the Supre~e Council and other 
officers were removed from office and re-called to Europe. They were not put on 
their trial and clear proofs of the charges against them are not now available. But it 
was notorious that the administration, political, commercial and judicial, had become 
corrupt, and it is believed that the main charges against Durven were of selling 

1 Fort St. Goorgo Rooorda, MiUt..ry department Genera.! nnmber 8, p. 899. 
• P. 236. . 
• Lotion to llat&vi•, of Oowbor 174land Augun 1742 in MS. No. 386. 
' l!agam Aiylll'. Travanoore Manual, 1'368: Sho.ngoony Menon'• Hiotory of Travancore, page 166 ; lootk otato. 

menlo perhaparooting on Fra Paolino, Foster'• translation, poge173. 
• Hia Latin opit..ph at Uoay•giri (in Cotton, p. 376). 
·• Tho following remark in the Imperial u..,etteor,l908, ll, 470, Ia not true eithor ol tho Portogueao or ol the 

Dntoh: 1' Until alter the death ol Anrangoeb all tho Ea:opoana oonfined lhemaol'"a rtriotly to theiroommerco, and aa 
tradora wore ready to obey the nling obiel in \heir noi~hboorhood, of whe.tevor race or roligion ho might be." At 
Cooh.iD both Pol'lugueoe and Dotoh wore from the beginning aoY9reigDJ, not aubjool.l but the Fa!'11111ounl Power ill 
Malabar. 
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a ointments, and of impaling Chinese alive and letting ~hem die of slow torture in 
p~lic; at any rate these are among the charged advanced m the pamphl~~s of the day. 
c 1 h d suffered from similar tyranny and a Governor, Peter Vm)st, had been 
fo?ndngu~ty of cruelty, oppression, corru~tion and judicial murders, and bad suffered 
a shameful death on the acaffold at Batana. 

For a hundred years no Governor-General had be~n.appointed from home. 
A member of the Council, often chosen by t~e Cou~cll.lt~elf, had su?ce~ded on 
a vacancy occurring. Such a man could not be without. h1s hklngs II:Dd preJudices; he 
had usually formed family ties in the east; he had had h1s quarrels w~th ~ther members 
of the service The post of Governor-General was often won by mtngue and used 
to pay off old scores or to reward partisans. The service was full of cliques, and a 
c!iqDe which had made its way into the Conncil Chamber was bitterly opposed by the 
cliques which had been unsuccessful, while the Council itself was often divided. 

In the' year 1740 Van Imhoff was a member of council at Batavia. He had for 
years been an enemy of the Govern~r-General Valkenier, who had reached that 
eminence in 1737 after being passed over in 17 35 for one Patras, a feeble old man. 
In the long secret letters that V alkenier had occasion to write some years later he 
put d11wn his supersession in 1735 to the opposition of Van Imhoff. In 17 40 violent 
quarrels broke out between Van Imhoff and Valk:enier1

• 

The council was at that time confronted with a problem of great difficulty. The 
settlement of the Dutch in Java had led to a large immigration of Chinese. The Chinese 
were not easy people to deal with, and the Dutch had from time to time forbidden 
their settlement in Batavia or required them to take out residential licenses. With the 
civil service as corrupt as it was at this time the system of licenses led to manifold 
abuses. 'fhe rich Chinese were squeezed, the poor were driven from their occupations 
and trades and a large class was formed of Chinese tramps, criminals and bandits. In 
17 40 the Dutch became seriously alarmed and on the 25th of July a resolution was 
passed in Council that all suspect wandering Chinese, even if provided with licenses, 
should be arrested. 

Van Imhoff brought forward this resolution. V alk:enier opposed it. But Van 
Imhoff commanded the stronger party in the Council and it was carried. 

Many honest Chinese were imprisoned under the resolution, and ·the rumonr 
among them was that the prisoners were to be put on ships on the pretext of being 
taken to the Cape, and drowned on the way. On the 26th of September news arrived 
that the Chinese in the highlands were forming themselves into bands of 50 and 100 
men under separate commandants and providing themselves with arms. In the Counail 
Chamber Van Imhoff complained of the oppressive way in which the resolution of 
July had been carried out and of the general squeezing and oppression of the Chinese. 
V alkenier pretended to be surprised and declared that he knew nothing about it. 
Meanwhile the town was put in a position of defence, and all kinds of rumours went 
about regarding the intentions of the roving bands outside and of the Chinese. 
population of Batavia. Actual attacks from outside followed on the night of the 8th 
of October, but were repulsed, the members of Council commanding detachments at 
the different gates of the town. Batavia had passed a very unpleasant wakeful night 
and when the Council met at six o'clock on tLe morning of the 9th of October 
" Valkenier proposed that " whereas in the past night the Chinese nation had not 
" hesitated to attack the ODtposts weapons in hand and to show themselves and 
"commit hostilities.before the very walls and gates of the town, this nation should 
"be declared enemtes of the Company and the town cleared of Okimse who were 
''to be found within .th; same i~ great numhe1·s, in order that the enemy 'should not 
''have to be faced wtthm and Without the town at the Banle time." Van Imhoff was 
not for violent ~easures. He pro~osed sorties. to dis~over what was going on outsid~ 
the town, a pacdi.catc:.ry proclamation and the mspect10n of all Chinese houses in the 
town, those in whos~ .houses arms weye found to be imprisoned, the rest to be left 
unmolested ,on cond1tion that they did not l~ve their houses after half-past seven. 
Van Imhofi B proposal was approved, the register of resolutions recording that it was 

1 1 follow Do Jongo, Vol. :X, in mJaooouni of theae lrllliaoliono, 
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strongly opposed by the Governor-General " who was of opinion that the Chinese 
"in general must be declared enemies of the State and that the first thing to do was 
"to wipe the town clear of them from within if we wished to place ourselves in a 
"position to attack the enemy outside." 

Orders were given to carry out Van Imhoff's proposal. Meanwhile a fire broke 
out in the Chinese quarter. It was believed by some to have been lighted by the 
Chinese with the purpose of destroying the town. Others afterwards declared it was 
the work of Europeans. At the same time the magisterial officers charged with the 
exeoutioa of the resolution that the Chinese houses should be searched arrived with 
their numerous following. The escort mixed with the crowd which had been attract· 
ed by the fire. Misunderstanding, or taking advantage of, the presence of the 
officers, a mob of Europeans began to plunder the houses of the Chinese and massacre 
the inhabitants. In the next two days they massacred every Chinese man, woman 
and child they could find, 10,000 altogether it is said, e•en the prisoners in the jails 
and the sick from the hospital. 

Valkenier was accused of having ordered the general massacre. He denied it 
to the day of his death, but certainly did not raise a finger to prevent it, and on the 
10th of October he issued an order that the Chinese in the hospital should be turned 
out into the streets, knowing of course what their fate would be. Nor C!Jll Van 
Imhoff and his party, who afterwards vaunted their outraged feelings and their in
nocence! be acquitted of blame. They seem to have done nothing to stop the 
massacre, though a week after, on the 17th of October, Van Imhoff laid a written 
declaration on the table in Council that he was in no way responsible for the horrible 
massacre on the 9th, left the responsibility to those who had given the orders for it, 
and had no desire to participate in the consequences of that ''unheard-of'' event, 
though he would gladly help to restore order. He then carried a resolution to the 
effect that the responsibility for the massacre of the Chinese was left to those that 
bad ordered it and that a general amnesty should be offered to all Chinese who laid 
down their arms within a month. Valkenier pr~tested, but was outvoted. 

The panic in the town died down and measures were taken to deal with the 
roving Chinese bands ; but the quarrels in Council reached such a point that on the 
6th of December Valkenier placed Van Imhoff and two other councillors under mili
tary arrest and on the lUth of January 17 41 sent them home in arrest. 

Meanwhile orders, dated December 1740, arrived in Batavia appointing Van 
Imhoff Governor General in succession to Valkenier. Valkenier started home in 
November 174lleaving a locum tenens in charge. On arriving at the Cape in 
January 17 42 he found himself in military arrest under orders from the Directors 
that he should be sent back a prisoner to Batavia to stand his trial. Van Imhoff had 
arrived in Holland and told his story. 

Valkenier's trial was never concluded. He languished in jail till he died on the 
20th of June 171\l. The charges took long to draw up, still Ienger to answer. 
Valkenier asked for copies of an enormous number of papers. His answer to the 
charges, which was handed in in December 17<14, consisted of no less than 12,333 
(twelve thousand three hundred and thirty-three) paragraphs. He was accused of 
selling offices as well as of crimes under various heads in connection with the 
massacre and with the arbitrary arrest of the three councillors. The 12,333 paragraphs 
naturally afforded opportunities for further replies, counter-replies, demands for docu
ments and applications to the Courts. His death broke off criminal proceedings 
which had 'lasted nine and a half years. They were followed by civil proceedings 
regarding his estate of some £60,000 sterlingtwhich lasted another 8£ years. 

MeaJlwhile Van Imhoff was Governor-General from 1743 to 1750. The Chinese 
bands and the Javanese who had joined them had been overcome, before he returned 
to India, after some very severe fighting and with the result that the Company claim
ed supremacy in all Java. But that supremacy was again challenged in 1745 in a 
war which lasted from 174:7 to 1755, is known as the Third Javanese Succession War 
11nd really left the Company sovereigns of Java. While the Company was putting 
out all its strength and spending millions of guilders 1 in Java, it could not afford to 

• Klerk de.Beu :r:u.vm; Nolo. 
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' d t wars in Malabar. And that is why Van Imhoff, thongh he arrived '' with 
con h ~fleet 88 had not before been heard of in India," conld not send troops to Mala bat'" 
sue h" ·a to carry ont what may once have been IS own 1 eas. 

X 

The civil and military administration was elaborately organised in the Dutch 
. . , . . . . settlements They had many Courts, 

The om! and tn~htary admJmstration. Committees, Institutions.. The Directors. 
of the En"'lish Company long held the Dutch system up as a model to their subordi
nate& th: chief offices in their settlement and sometimes their designations were 
borr:wed from the Dutch system. In the early days the advisability of imitating 
the Dutch was freely acknowledged, and many Dutchmen were induced to enter the 
English Company's service. So in 1687 Governor Yale of Madras (afterwards 
founder of Yale Universitv) having sent the Directors "a book containing the 
Dutch methods ", they observed that they had found in it " not much more than 
'' some of us understood before of their affairs, but as there appears in this great 
" wisdom and policy . . . we recommend to you the frequent reading and 
"consideration of what is contained in these papers, which the oftener you Nad~ 
"the more yuu will discover the wisdom of those persons who contrived those 
''methods . . . our design in the whole i8 to set up the Dutch Government amonq 
" the English in the Inrliei ( tl11.1.n which a better canrwt be invented) for the good of 
"posterity, and to put us upon an equal footing of power with them to offend Ol" 
"defend, or enlarge the English dominion and unite the strength of our nation 
" under one entire and absolute command subject to us ; as we are and ever shall 
"he most dutifully to our own sovereign" [who was ousted for a Dutchman th& 
year after!]. '' But this distinction we will make that we will always observe our 
" own old English term~, viz . .Attorney General instead of Fiscal, .Alderman instead 
" of Sepin, Burgesses instead of Burghers, Serjeants instead of Baillies, President 
"and Agent instead of Commander, Director or Commissary etc 1

.'' 

What especially provoked the admiration of the English Directors in the Dutch 
conduct of affairs was that they placed administration before trade. "The wise
" Dutch", wrote the Directors in 1689, "in all their general ad vices that we have 
" seen, wnte ten paragraphs concerning their government, their civil and military 
"policy, warfare, and the increase of their revenue, for one paragraph they write 
" concerning trade 2

." . 
Such r.itations might be multiplied, and it was not only the governing body 

of the English Com pan~ that felt the superiority of the Dutch in the seventeenth 
century and at the beg'lnning of the eighteenth. An early intitance is afforded by a 
plaintive remark of the English factors at Pulicat about the Dutch in a letter dated 
the 26th of July 1622 : " thus in every quallitye they goe beyond ns '' 3 ; a later by 
the ob~ervation of the traveller Fryer (1674): "I shou!d ~ightl! blame them lthe 
"Eng~sh Company] sho.uld they ~rove un.grateful to H1s MaJesty, who by his 
"grac1ous favour has umted them m a Somet.y, whereby they are competitors for 
".Riches (though not Strength) with the Noted'st Company in the Universe"'· and 
one yet later by the remarks of the traveller Grose (middle of 18th cent:U.y): 
"One of the reasons why the Dutch East India Company flourishes and is become· 
"more rich and powerful tban all the others is its being absolute and invested with 
"a kind of sovereignty and dominion more especially over the many ports provinces 
"~nd' colonies it.possesses. . . • . .. . 'l'he power of the Dutch by s~a and land 
"lS very great m the East Jnd1es; where by force, address and alliances they raised 
"themselves and still support a great superiority in spite of th~ English, Portuguese
" and other Europeans that have some trade there ; hut so mconsiderable that all 
"together is not equal to what tbe Hollanders singly enjoy&." 

'Gonoral t.tWr, 28th S.pL 1687, upodWheeler. I have tompared tbe original in ll'ort ~~ George records 
:Ueap&lchta from England, Vol, 8, pp. 203-4. ' •· 

' Bruoe Ill, 78. 
1 11-r·o English f•otorieo in In.U., 1622-3, p. 107, 
' Bryer Now Aoooant, 1698, p. 87, writing in January 167t-6. 

1767
, • liroco,. Voyage to tho.~:OallndJoa, edition of I 772,), a2•-3, J. H, Groae wonl to India in 1750,]ll'int edition, 
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The organisation of the Dutch Company was briefly as follows 1• In Holland 
Organisation of the Company in Holland. it ~as organised in " C~amber.s " at .the 

var10ns ports from whwh ships sailed 
for the East. Just as the Netherlands themselves were a loose confederation of 
several states, so the Company was a confederation of the Chambers of Amsterdam, 
Middleburg, Rotterrlam, Delft, Hoorn and Enkhuizen. Each chamber fitted out 
its own ships and kept its own accounts. The chambers supplied directora to the 
Company. Their number was 60, 20 for Amsterdam, 12 for Middleburg, 7 for each 
of the other chambers. The governing body of the confederacy of chambers was a 
Committee of Seventeen members, commonly referred to as the Seventeen, the 
Majores, the Principals, etc. Of the 17, 8 were appointed by the Chamber of 
.Amsterdam, 4 by Middleburg, 1 by each of the smaller chambers, and 1 in rotation 
by Middleburg, by Rotterdam and Delft taken together, and by Hoorn and Enkhuizen 
taken together: The Seventeen sat for six years at Amsterdam, for the next two years 
at Middleburg. They gave orders to the government in India, fixed the number of the 
ships to be fitted out by each chamber, settled the dates of sales of products. They 
only met three times a year as a rule, but special sub-committees were appointed to 
prepare drafts of the Generai letters to India, and for other purposes. The drafts 
were sent to the several Chambers so that they might instruct their representatives 
among the Seventeen regarding them before that Assembly met. ' . The Government in the East consisted of a Governor-General and a Council. 

Th G m t · the E· t The Governor-General began by being 
e overn en m ~s. . l th .d. b b t h s1mp y e pres1 mg mem er; u e 

soon acquired large powers. Valentijn, who published his eight folios on the East 
India Company in 1726, writes as follows 2

: ''The power of this Heer is very near 
"that of a King ; though he is only President of the Council, and, as it appears at 
"first sight, bound by the votes of the other members, he can always be master if he 
''uses his power." In 1617 it was laid down in Instructions that the Council should 
consist of 9 members besides the Governor-General, tbe first a commercial expert, the 
second a man :fit to command the :fleet, the third the army, the fourth to be also 
Advocate-General (Fiscal) and a jurist, the fifth to be Director-General for the out
factories, the remaining four, who could seldom be present at headquarters, Governors 
of the Moluccas, Amboina, Banda and Ooromandel. The Governor-General h~td a 
casting-vote and the power to settle what office should be held by ea~b of the members. 
In 1626 the number of the ordinary members of Council was reduced to 8, of whom 
4 with the Governor-General at llatavia, and power was given to appoint two 

. extraordinary members. In 1641 the number of ordinary members at headquarters 
was again raised to 5, in 1646 to 6. Later the Director-General, who was the mercan
tile as the Governor-General was the political head of the Company in the East, was 
expressly declared Second in Council and provisional successor of the Governor· 
General in a vacancy. The members of Council all belonged to the politico-mercantile 
service of the Company. No professional military member was ever appointed till 
the year 1786 when the Colonel (Commander-in-Chief) was given a seat in Council, 
the lowest, and allowed to vote, but only in military matters. 

This Council was practical! y sovereign in the East. The Seventeen could 
interfere little and only at long intervals. They attempted occasionally, but only 
occasionally, to exe.rcise contr?l by the appointment of Commissarie~ or of Independe~t 
Fiscals who combmed the offices of a Comptroller· General of Fmance and Pubhc 
Prosec~tor: and were, as their designation implies, independent of the Supreme 
Government. 

This was the Council, Haar Hoog-Edelheden or Their High ~obil!ties, as t~ey 
were styled, at Batavia, under whose orders the Commandeurs of Cochm stood like 
other Chiefs of Out-Settlements. 

The Services. 
The officers at all stations belonged 

to one or other of various organised 
services. 

1 I here follow E:!erk de Roua, mainly, for the org•niaation in the Nether lando. 
• V alontijn IV (1)1 262. · ' 
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(1) The Political service had also mercantile functions. There were various 
grades apprentice, junior assistant, assistant book-keeper, under-merchant, merchant, 
upper-:Uerchant, with at ~heir head i~ each settlement~ Governor, Command~ur, 
Director Resident or Chtef. They lived largely on pmate trade or recognised 
commissions perquisites and allowances, but the pay of thei.r posts, according to which 
they ranked: was usually during the greater part of the period of the Company's rule 
Governor 200 guilders a month, Commandeur 120 and 150-180 (Malabar), upper· 
merchant

1
80-100, merchant 60-70, under-merchant 40, book-keeper 30, assistant 24-

26, junior assistant 16-20, apprentice 9-10 (a guilder a mont.h may be taken as a~?ut 
the equivalent of a pound a year). The allowances were m the form of proVIsion 
allowances, house-rent and free supplies of provisions. They may be taken as usually 
about doubling the pay. The chief commissions at Ambo ina under Regulation of the 
Slst of May, 1755, were 5 per cent. on cottons, etc., to the Governor and Second in 
Council between them and 20 per cent. on cloves, of which 20 per cent. 40f100ths went 
to the Governor, l3f100ths to the Second in Council, 6/IOOths to the Fiscal, and so 
on for other member~ of the political service and the chief members of the military 
and naval services. The commissions were very valuable. At Amboina, commissions 
being worth less than elsewhere, the Governor's pay was raised by 6,000 rix-dollars 
(£1,300) in 1755, yet in that year his commission on cloves alone came to 6,322 rix
dollar~; while the Second in Council's commission on cloves was over £400, the Fiscal's 
over £200, an under-merchant's over £10d, the purser-marine's £70, etc. . 'l'he post of· 
Governor of the North East Coast of Java wasreckoned to be worth £20,000 sterling a 
year in the eighteenth century, 2 and the Director in Bengal told Stavorinus that his 
house-hold expenses came to Rs. 35,000 a year 3, In Bengal, as also at some other 
settlements, a great deal could be made by the private trade which the Company 
allowed its servants to undertake or by illicit private trade. Valentijn had heard of 
under-merchants and book-keeper$ in Bengal chartering vessels of 200 or 300 lasts 
(tons), under the name of Danes, etc., to trade with the Maldives. He also tells a 
story of an official who owed "a certain Heer of the first rank" 10,000 rix-do!lars 
which he could not pay. The Heer got him appointed to BengR.l as Director. In a 
very few years he bad not only paid his debt but had made so much that at his 
death he left !100,000 rix-dollars (about £60,000).' Another gentleman, who was 
Director in Persia from 1704 to 1706, made in those three years £270,000 for the 
Company and not less for himself "without in any way acting contrary to the interests 
of his masters 6

." 

The system in Malabar is explained by Moens 6• Regulations were drawn up 
under which prices were fixed for works or goods, not too narrowly, and the subordi· 
nate officer eharged \vith execution or provision was expected to make what be could. 
The Governor and his Second in Council bad had to be content with the profits of pt·ivate 
trade permitted to them. Moens was dissatisfied with this partly, as he says because 
th~ interests of the Gove~or ~ight clash with those of the Company, and oth~r abuses 
mtght result, but also, I tmagme, because not enough could be made at Cochin. He 
got the Company to take over the old private trade of the Governor and Second and 
to give them instea~ 5% on sales of merchandise and 3% on pepper bought, the 
Governor gettng 4/oths and the Second 1j5th. I have examined the accounts 7 for 
the year 1779-1780 an_d find. that the Comp~ny's profits. on the old private trade 
amounted to 18,902 guilders m that year, whtle the commission of the Governor and 
Second under the new system amounted to 2i ,383 guilders. The office of Command ear 
or Governor of Dutch Malabar, though not one of the more lucrative appointments in 
~e service, may be taken to have been worth, with salary, allowances and commis
SIOns, at least two or three thousand pounds a year. It may here be mentioned that 
the proper designation of the office was Commandeur, and that a Commandeur 
ranked below a Governor (the Governor in Ceylon had Comwandeurs subordinate to 
him at Jaffna and Galle), but that Moens was entitled to the style of Governor as 
being also an extraordinary member of the Council of India. , 

T~e establishments were SO?Jewhat larger_ in Stein Van Gollenesse's time than in 
Moens. We have a complete list of them dr.twn np when Stein Van Gollenesse 

' Wiloook&'o Sl&vorinu 11, 378-382. 
• Wilcooke(l798) atp.l31, Vol.ll: ofhia 

lnnalation of Stavorinua. 
' Wlioooko'o Sl&torinue I. 60~. 

' Valentijn V. (1) (1) 176. 
' Valeni>Jn V, (I)(!) 20i. 
: Chapter XV and llhapter Xlll of hio Memoir. 

MS. No. 1186. 
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handed over charge to his successor in 1743 A.D. (MS. No. 358). The Malabar 
Coast Command the~ consisted of one fortified town, Cochin, four fortresses, Quilon, 
Cranganore, Ohetway and Cannanore, two ruined forts, Castello and Palliport. The 
Dutch maintained military posts at elev~n other places including Alleppey, Ayacotta, 
Cheramangalam, Paponetty and Ponnani. They also had commercial factories at 
Purakad between Cochin and Quilon and at Basrur in Canara. Cochin aud Quilon 
were the really important posts. Cochin had an establishment of 1,233 men, of whom 
767 were Europeans, and Quilon of 903 men, of whom 33::1 were Europeans. There 
were also 40 pensioned Europeans at Cochin. The garrisons of course made up the 
great majority of these numbers and in 17 43 they bad been reinforced on account of 
the war with Travancore. Including Eurasians and natives the total number of the 
employees was 2.819. The total number of Europeans was 1,426. Of these only about 
80 belonged to. the political service. A.t Cochin the members of the political serYice 
were the Commandeur, the Second-in-Council, who was an Upper Merchant, 6 Under
Merchants, 15 Bookkeepers, 24 Assistants and 19 Apprentices, or 66 in all. At Quilon 
there were nine members of this service, at Cannanore four. At Basrur there were 
two Residents, at Purakad one, at Ponnani one. 

In Moens' time the dependencies of Cochin were reduced to four, Quilon (f01:tified) 
Cranganore with Ayacotta (both fortified) Cayenculam (unfortified) and Purakad 
(unfortified). Vingorla (fortified) had already been given up before Stein Van Golle· 
nes~e's time, Cannanore (fortified) had been sold in 1771 to a local chief, Chetway 
(fortified) had been taken by Hyder Ali, European residents were no longer main
tained in some stations which had at one time or other been occupied by Dutch 
factors.1 The members of the political.service in Malabar nmnbered 48, of whom 43 
were stationed at Cochin, two at Quilon, one each at C'ranganore, Cayenculam and 
Purakad 2

• 

The duties of the service lay in the Warehouse and St(lrehouse, the Treasury) 
the Zoldy Comptoir or Pay Office, the Negotie Comptoir or Trade OffiQe, and the 
Political Secretariat. The political Government was constituted in much the same 
way as at Batavia. The Commandeur was assisted by a Council composed of members 
of the political department and the head of the military, and nominally, as at Batavia, 
the President was only primus inter pares. In 17 43 there were nine resident 
members of Council besi~es the President, in 1761 seven. The Second in Council, 
also entitled the Hoofd-.Administrateur or Chief-Administrator, took the place of the 
Director-General at Batavia and was in special charge of commercial affairs. The 
Major or Captain in command of the garrison seems always to have been third in 
Council. The Fiscal, the 'W arebouse-keeper, the Paymaster and the Storekeeper 
also seem always to have been members 3

• Members bad the title of " Edele," 
Honourable. The general title of the subordinate members of the political service 
was " administrator". They were divided into grades as elsewhere according to 
their seniority. i'hey were D:~embers of Courts of Justice; one of their number was 
Fiscal (AM-ocate-fiscal) or Advocate-General. ThPy might also be members of the 
Fire and Ward Committee, the Church Committee, Committees for education (the 
Scholarchs) and for the administration of the orphan-fund, the poor fund, the leper
asylum, etc. A political Council might exist in factories subordinate to the chief 
factory of a settlement. Quilon was sufficiently important in Stein Van Gollenesse's 
time to have its Council, and the correspondence of the Cochin Council was then 
addressed to the " Chief, the Lieutenant and the Council of Quilon."' At the en'd 
of the century letters were still addressed to the Chief and Council of Quilon or else 
to " the Under Merchant and Chief and the Commandant," but the Under Merchant, 
an Ensign and a Surgeon seem to have been the only superior officers statio~ed there 
then.5 

, 

' l So in 1761 Tonsapatuam wau Reeidonoy (MS. No, 6!4) and we haye seen that Ponnani wan Beaidenoy ia 
ma. 

• MS. No. 1186, 
'Seel·f· MS. Noo. 868, 67', 1320. 
• MS. No. 806. 
• MS. No. U79. Of. Forbes' Oriental Memoire, edition of 1834, I, 212: "Thenoxl morning (in 1772) we anim 

a\ Quilon, or Conlan, ailolher llutoh ,.ttlement ; il waa formerly •.large town bolongingto the Portugu.,e ':"th utenaivo 
fottificollono; tb .. oaro now deetroyed; theohuroh01 are oonverted mlo watohoUJOo, and the European mhabllanll nlduced 
to a faolor, ourgoon ond a amall prrioon." 
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(2) The Dutch Company attached great importance to the Eccle9iastieal S~rvice. 
There were two grades, Predikant ?r Preacher, and K':9.nkenbezoeker or Z1eken· 
trooster tVisitor Comforter of the 81ck) who 1vas somethmg between a Church clerk 
and a deacon. At Amboina the Preacher ranked fourth after the Governor, the 
Second and the Captain (Valentijn). Education and religion were not separated in 
those days and the Preacher was also President of tha Committee of Scholarchs 
(School B~ard) and head of the educational department (which in some stations 
employed numerous teachers, chiefly Ellrasians), in subordination to the political 
Authority. The preacher and deacons were encouraged and instructed to learn the 
vernacular of the place in which they w,ere stationed and in Malabar also Portuguese. 
A certain amount of missionary effort, especially among the Roman Catholics, was 
expected of them. The Preacher's nominal salary was 90 rising to 120 guilders a 
month at outstations, 1 L0-150 at Batavia. A deacon got 24:-36 guilders ; a school· 
master 7-15. But thE>se officers also received allowances. 'J'he emoluments of a 
Preacher at Batavia are thus reckoned up in Valentijn IV ( 1 ), 24 7 :- · 

Salary at 130 guilders a. month 
, Provision allowance at 24-18 guilders 

House-rent at 12-38 rix-dolla.rs 
Butter, 24 lbs. a month 
Wine, 13large quarts (ltsn - about If quart) a month 
Candle,, 14 pounds a month 
Firewood 
Lisbon oil, 4 quarts a month 
Cocoanut oil, 6 q~arts a month 
Dut~h vinegar, 4 quarts a month , • 
Water , 

.. 

Language allowan.oes (1) for Portuguese •• 
Do. (2) for Malay 

.. 

Guild era 
a year. 

'1,560 
21:!8-16 
368-8 
172-16 
280-16 
100-16 
113-8 
86-8 
14-8 
14-8 
14-0 
48-Q 
48-0 

Total 3,140-4 

or something under £300 sterling a year. 

Both in 1743 A.D. and in 1781 A.D. the establishment at Cochin consisted of 
n 'Preacher and two Deacons. Two of the Preaohers of Cochin, the Rev. Philip 
Haldaeus,afamous orator according to his contemporary, Schouten 1, and the Rev. J. 
Canter Visscher, published works dealing with Malabar, which I have frequently 
had occasion to cite. The Preacher· Casearius assisted Van Rheede in turning the 
Hort!lS Malabaricus into Latin. The encyclopaedist, Valentijn, who has also been so 
frequently· quoted, was also a Preacher in the Company's service. He seems, 
however, never to have served in Malabar, and his account of the Malabar settlements 
is superficial 

(3) In the military service of the Company at the beginning of the 18th century 
the grades were Serjeant-Major (at Batavia), 120 guilders a month, Chief 
Engineer (at Batavia) 140, Captain 80-100, Captain-Lieutenant 70, Lieutenant 
50;-60, Ensi~n 40, Serje!mt 20, Corporal 14, Private 9 2• ,In 1753 higher grades 
ex1sted.~ 'I he head of the Company's forces, was then a Br1gadier on 350 guilders 
a ~olonel drew 250, a Lieutena~t-Colonel 200, a Major 150, a Captain 80. Th~ 
chi~f officer of the Malabar gam~o,n had us~ally the. rank of Captain (sometimes 
MaJor), was a member of the Poht10al Collncll and m1ght be a member of judicial, 
benches or administrative committees. In 17 ~3, for instance, he was a member of 
the Bench of Justices and President of the Court of Wards as well as third member 
of the Political Council'. In 1761 the Captain held these same posts and was also 
a Director of the Roapital.G The ~auctioned (peace) strength of the garrisons he 
commanded was in Stein Van Gollenesse's time 678, of whom 300 at Cochin 99 at 
Quilon, 56 at Cranganore, 14:4 at Chetway and 79 at Cannanore.o The 'actual 

1 Schoalon, I. 208. • Klork do &uo, p, 110. • Klork de Reus, App.lll. 
' MS. No. 358. 1 1118. No. 674, ' Seo p. 82, 
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strength was. 976 Europeans and about 1,100 Malays, .Eurasians and natives, or 
altogether more than 2,000.1 When the policy of taking part in the wars of the native 
princes was finally abandoned in 1753 the sanctioned strength was reduced (9th of 
May 1755) 2 to 462, of whom 226 at Cochin, 96 at Quilon, 33 at Cranganore, 74: at 
Chetway and 83 at Cannanore.3 In 1769 the actual garrison at Quilon consisted of 
only 27 men, at Chetway of only 43.' In the time of Governor Moens a somewhat 
larger garrison had to be maintained owing to the attitude of Hyder Ali of Mysore, 
though the fort at Cannanore had been sold and that at Chetway lost. In A prill781 
the total number of infantry is given as 11182, of whom over 400 [the last two 
figures in the original manuscript are lost J Europeans, and of the artillery as 84. ~ 
Lists dated the end of December 1780 2 show that . the European garrison then 
numbered 8931 and Malay, Eurasisn and Nath"'e troops 643 and that this garrison had 
been reinforced by a detachment from Ceylon numbering 298; !'l82 of the men were 
at Cochin, 310 atA.yacotta, 92 at Craoganore and 50 at Quilon; total.11384. In 1787 
the sanctioned strength was 828, but the actual numbers were 11361 of whom 679 
natives; in 1788 the actual strength with auxiliaries from Ceylon was 1,9011 of whom 
410 European infantry, 71 European artillery, 120 topasses, 321 Malays, 56 Malabar 
artillery, 612 Malabar infantry (chogans), 149 Malabar sepoye and 162 foreign sepoya 5• 

By 1793 Cranganore and A.yaootta had been sold to the King of Travancore and it 
had again been resolved to reduce the garrison to a peace footing. The garrison of 
Cochin was to be 550 infantry and 50 artillery. Of the artillerymen 30 were to be 
Europeans, of the infantry 300 in two companies, there being one other company of 
Malays and one other of Natives. The pay of the 600 men worked out to 83,tl89 
(heavy) guilders or about £71000 a year. The officers were to be 1 Captain, L 
Captain-Lieutenant, 4 Lieutenants and 6 Ensigns for the two European companies; 
1 Captain, 2 Lieutenants and 1 Ensign for eauh of the other companies ; and a 
Captain-Lieutenant, a 1st Lieutenant and a Sub-Lieutenant for the artillery 6

• . . 
The members of the Political, Naval and Artisan services were also, sometimes 

at any rate, formed into companies under officers of their own class. So in 17 61 the 
Political Company was commanded by the Second in Council with the rank of 
Captain, the Paymaster was the Ensign and there were 45 other members; there 
were two companies formed by the artisans and one by the sailors ; there was also a 
company of 142 "burghers", that is, independent civilians 7

• 

(4) In the Naval Service the ranks were Commandeur or Chef d'Esquadre, 
1:.!0 guilders a month, Captain-at-Sea, 100; Captain-Lieutenant-at-Sea, 80, Skipper, 
60, Lieutenant, 48. Common seamen got about 8d a day or a pound a month. On 
shore the Chief maritime officer at each settlement was the Equipagiemeester, port
officer, master-attendant, or as the English Company called this officer "purser 
marine." A.t Cochin there was only one maritime officer who combined the shore and 
sea commands,8

1 and the settlement only possessed two sloops and a few smaller vessels 
in Moens' time, .whose uses in war and peace are described in Chapter XI of his 
Memoir. The number of men in the maritime service at Cochin in 1781 was 128, of 
whom 45 were Europeans 8• In 1743 it was considerably greater; 186 Europeans 
were employed and about 40 natives~. · 

(5) The grades in the Medical Senice were Surgeon-General at Batavia 
(Hoofd der Ch.irurgie), 80 guilders a month, Upper Surgeon, 45-63, Surgeons, 
Under and Third Surgeons 14-30. In 1743 the Company employed eleven medical 

· men at Cochin, four at Quilon, one at Cannanore and three with troops 0• In 1780 
there were two ITpper-Surgeons in Malabar, two Surgeons and nine Under and Third 
Surgeons 10, Of these medical men 8 were stationed at Cochin, 3 at Ayaootta and one 
each at Quilon and Cranganore. 

(6) The Dutch settlements had a well-developed European .Artisan (.Ambagt} 
Service, as it was called, though we should hardly call some of the members of. that 
service, e:g., an Inspector of Fortifications, or Superintendent of the Press, arttsans 

• 1118. No. 368. 'MS. No. 1136. 
• MS. No. 856. ' MS. Noe. 1146 and 1299. 
' MS. No. 67<1; qf. aleo Batavla Dl8.ry,l663, p. ,!. • MS. No. 1186, 

. lo MS. !lo. nas. 

I MS. No. ii93. 
1 MS. No.l,26. 
' MS. No. 368. 
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now .. At Cochin this service consisted of 11~ Europeans in 17 4:3 ~.D. of wh~m 32 
att~ched to the Armoury, 34 to the Fortifioations and 3,7 ~o the Shlpyaz:d, bes1des a 
few more in the out-stations, and natives 1• In Moens tune the establishment was 
smaller· it consisted of some 40 men in all, of whom 10 were Europeans. Some of 
them w~re employed in the ship-bu~ding yard under a Superintendent, others were 
smiths, masons, carpenters, gun-carnage ~akers. 

The beads of the various departments were styled Baas (boss) and were import
ant officials. In 17 4:3 the Foremen of the Armoury, the Fortification Works and the 
Shipyard were all members of the Fire and Ward Committee and the last named was 
also a deacon 2• 

The various courts and institutions are described or referred to by Stein Van 
. . Gollenesse (Chapter III) and Moens 

Institutions. (Chapters XVII and XVIII). It will 
be seen that the question of the separation of judicial from executive functions was 
one even then agitated in India, and that the admin~stration of justice and charity was 
fairly well developed. There was a Bench of Jushces, a ~ourt for Small Cause~ and 
Matrimonial iffairs, a Court of Wards, a Board of Education, a Board of Guardians, 
an Orphanage, a Hospital, a Leper .Asylum, a Ward and Fire Committee and a Church 
Committee. The Bench of Justices consisted of the Second in Council as President, 
the Fiscal and eight or nine other senior members of the political or military services. 
The Court of Small Causes was presided over by the W arehousekeeper in 17 43 and 
176landconsisted of seven members besides the President. In '1743 the Captain 
of the Topasses, Silvester Mendes, was a member. The members of the Court of 
Wards in 17 43 included the Chief Surgeon of the Hospital and a Sergeant. It was 
presided over by the Military Commandant and consisted of eight members. 

The commerce of Cochin is described fairly fully by Moens (Chapters XII and 
XIII). The Company's;local trade in the 
few articles in which it maintained a 

monopoly, though small, was very profitable. I :find from the accounts of the year 
1779-80 3 that in that year merchandise, the invoice value of which was 110,063 
guilders, was sold for 277,081 guilders or at a profit of about 150 per cent. The 
profit on the separate branch of trade, which had formerly been in the hands of the 
Governor and Second in Council in their private capacity, and was not monopolised, 
was from Rs. 14,000 to Rs. 23,000 a year from 1773-74 to 1779-80 and averaged 
Rs. 18,300. The cost of purchases and all expenses in this branch of trade amounted 
to about a lakh and a half of rupees a year and the profit was a mere 12 to 14 per 
cent •. The Company did not usually care to undertake trade in articles on which the 
profits wer~ not enormous and ~nly took over this ~~ncb at Cochin in special circum
stances wh1ch have been explamed above. Both rn rts European and its local trade 
~he Comp~ny's policy was .to obtain a !Donopoly. of a few very valuable articles and fix: 
tts own prrce. The trade 111 other artrcles remamed free or free under restrictions and 
the Company's officers were allowed and encouraged to take their share in it. It gave 
Mr. Moens pleasure to s_ee every servant of the Company doing his little bit of tradeo. 
Th~ total trade was co~srderable. James Forbes (1766-84:) says "I have occasionally 
reSided thez:e (at Cochm) several weeks when transacting business for the East India 
Company : rt was a place of great trade, and presented a striking contrast to Goa · a 
harbour :filled with ships, str~ets crowded with merchants, and warehouses stored with 
goods from every part of Asra and Europe, marked the industry the commerce and 

Commerce. 

the wealth of the inhabitants " 6, ' ' 

1 MS. No. 868. • MS. No. 368. 
' Lottero to Batavia in .148. No. 1161. • P. 226 below. 

1 liS. No. 147, 

1 MS. No. 1186, 
' Forbe&' Orienta] :llomoi10 odition of 

1831, I, 207. 
1 MS. No. 693. 
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.Aiter 1753, when peace was made with Travanoore, more pepper was again obtained. 
Travancore himself delivered about a million puunds on an average from 1758 to 
1756 A.D. and about a million and a half on an average for the next four years; in 
which the total collections were nearly ten million pounds. Between the I st of 
{)ctober 1755 and 80th of September 1756 the amount of pepper· collected from 
Travancore was 1,49!,45llbs., from Cochin 5113,505 !be., at Cranganore 21,18llbs., at 
Cannanore 153,000 lbs.; total2,202,!l37lbs.1 From 1778 to 1780 the amount collected 
averaged something over a million lbs., of which almost the whole was supplied by 
Travancore. Theamountfor 1778wasl,136,000lbs.,2 for 17791,1991000, for 1780 
1,060,000 lbs., of which 'l'ravancore supplied 1,002,000. Pepper was sold in Holland 
in the 18th century at three to five times the price-less than the market rate even 
there-which the Dutch paid in Malabar. The equivalent of £12,000 to £18,000 
sterling would buy in Malabar a million pounds of pepper, which would be sold in 
Europe for the equivalent of £50,000 to £80,000 after deducting wastage. Other 
products were sent,home from Malabar, turmeric, cardamons, cloths, cowries, but only 
in small quantities and at moderate profits1• 

The local revenues, which consisted of small territorial revenues, customs, excise 

Finances. and tolls and the profits of trade other 
than the European trade, were usually iu

t~ufficient to cover the expenses. The Company's trade profits were not large. The 
territorial and other revenues amounted in 17 41-2 (in time of war) to 43,484light 
guilders or Rs. 26,840 (at 16 rupees = 27 guilders) o£ which 9,000 guilders from 
Quilon, 91000 from Province Papponetty and 12,000 from other lauds aud islands'· 
In 1755-6 they were 70,516 guilders of which 13,000 from Quilon, 15,000 from the 
Province, 17,000 from other lauds aud islands5

• In 1779-80 in the time of Moens, after 
the loss of tbe Province aud the sale of Cannanore, the revenues were 54,984 guilders 
(or Rs. 45,570 at 5 rupees = 6 guilders) 6

• In that year the total of the nett trade 
profits (162,604 guilders) and the revenues (54,984 guilders) was 217,639 guilders 
(Rs. 1,81,365), while the total charges, including 119,000 guilders charged to pre· 
parations for war with Hyder Ali, 46,000 to fortifications, 301000 to ships, 129,000 
to salaries, aud so on, amounted to 377,918 guilders (Ra. 3,14,932)1. The year 
before the charges had been higher-490,000 guilders (Rs. 4,08,333), but the revenue 
had also been higher, trade profits having been larger, and had amounted. to nearly 
415,000 guilders (Rs. 3,45,838 ). 

When Stein Van pollenesse wrote the charges were abnormal on account of the 
·war with Travancore. They amounted to 1,216,883 light guilders (a little over 7 
lakhs of rupees) in 1741-2 and to 869,265light guilders (a little over 5 lakhs) in 
1742-3, the revenue being 820,000 and 340,000 guilders 6 (about 2lakhs). Twenty 
years earlier, in time of peace, the only. Dutch factory on the West CoiU!t which 
showed a profit was Basrur, there being a loss of nearly 200,000 guilders on Cochin, 
17,000 on Quilon. 8,000 on Cannanore and 800 on Puracad ''. From 1752 to 17ti0 
the revenues averaged about 300,000 guilders a year, the charges about 400,000 10

• 

From 1760 to 1768 the revenues aud charges about balanced at 400,000 guilders as 
is shown in the table on p. 5 above, while at the beginning of Moens' administration 
profits were realised. But as ha~ been expl~ed already these are merely the loe~l 
-accounts, the accounts of trade wtth Europe bemg kept separately j and the Dutch did 
not maintain the Malabar Settlements so much for the sake of the local revenues and 
trade, as for the European trade, ~nd especially the peppel trade. 

XI 

The relations of the Dutch at Cochin, Quilon and Caunanore with the English, 
. . · first at Purakad, then at Anjengo and 

E1ll'opean nvals. Calicut and afterwards Tellicherry and 
Anjengo were friendly or othet·wise according to circumstances. The Dutch began 

I MS. No. 1198 and 673, 
• Letters from Rolland and printed prico-liata 89nt with tham 

to bo found in MS. Noa. U7, 7'6, 118,, 
' Mt!. Noe. 598, 1161. 
1 MS. !lo. 1186. 
• Aooounte of 172'·6 in MS. No. us. 

' MS. No. llai. 
'889 p. 71. 

' MS. No. 1186. 
• • MS. No. 867. 

" MS. No. 673, 
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with pretensions to a monopoly of the trade of the Coast. In 1663 they concluded a. 
treaty with the prince of Purakad, who granted them a t~de monopoly, and th.ey then 
contended that the English factory at Purakad had no r1ght to further supphe~, and 
eventually enforced their contenti~n by seizing the factorr 1

• In 1714-17~ 7, ~hile th~: 
Dutch were at war with the Zamonn, there WllS some trouole about an English 'house 
at" Chittoa" (ChetwayJ. The Zamorin had disputed the Dutch claim to Chetway b~t 
had given them "a wnting that since he would not permit them he s~ould not perwt 
" any other European nation a settlement there. 8 

" Now the English had a house
there which was "the Hon'ble Campany's house but went in the Linguist's" 
r Eurasian resident's J "name 2

" In the campaign of 1717, when the Dutch occupied 
llhetway, the King of Cochin, who waa assisting them, "went to the place where the
"En<>lish had a fiag·staff together with a house, both of which he had pulled down 
"by 

0
his Nairs.'~ 3 Meanwhi!e Mr . .Adams, Chief of Calic~t and then of .Tellicherry, 

seems to have g1ven what assistance he could to the Zamorm. • The feehng between 
Dutch and English seems to have been bitter at this time. At any rate Canter
Visscher devotes one of his letters from Malabar ( 1717-1723) to an attack upon the
English, whom he accuses of ill-conduct towards the natives both in Malabar and 
Sumatra and declares to be exceedingly unpopular with them. He describes the 
massacres of Bllncoolen and Anjengo as the natural result of English oppression. 
These are imputations commonly made in similar circumstances; when one European 
nation attacked another in the East the position of deliverer of the Malay or the 
Indian from the oppression of the rivaL Europeans was not only morally elevating 
but implied hopes of native assistance. So we find the Portuguese Viceroy writing 
to his King in 1635 that if only he would send him troops, he would ·easily get the 
better of the Dutch " since they were everywhere cordially hated, and only succeeded 
"in carrying on trade by means of the forces at their disposal• :', while in 1781 after
war had been declared against Holland, the Governor of Fort Marlborough wrote to 
the Governor of Fo1·t St. George that the Dutch Government was everywhere 
"abhorred" by the country people and he was persuaded that the appearance of ships 
alone at some settlements would occasion a revolt.6 The English factors on the
Coast at the beginning of the lt!th century were too weak to be very oppressive, and 
the proper inference from the Rev. J'. Canter Visscher's denunciations seem~ to be only 
that they were very disagreeable to the Dutch; and indeed when the fort at Anjengo
aud Tellicherry were built at the end of the 17th century, it was intended to break 
up the Dutch practical monopoly of the pepper trade; 7 and, the wish being father to
the thought, it was even reported in 1699-1700 that "the Dutch were withdrawing 
"their factories and establishments on the Malabar Coast having found it impossible 
"to engross the whole of the pepper trade of that country." 8 The Dutch did not, 
however, abandon the Coast, where for nearly another century they probably did 
a bigger trade than any of their competitors, Portuguese, English, French or
Dane. Cochin was moreover a most useful intermediate port between Bata~ia and. 
Surat, Mocha and Persia. They could not wish to see it fall again into Portuguese 
hands, or into English or French hands (as it doubtless would have if they had. 
abandoned it), not only on account of the pepper trade but because it was an outpost 
of Ceylon, and .a port in which a hostile fie.et could be conveniently collected for an 
attack on that 1sland.e But though they did not abandon the Coast, the competition 
of other European nations could not but be displeasing to them, and disputes about 
the non-return of deserters,10 about the grant of passes to native ships, about supplies 
of war material furnished to native princes, and so on were common. In 1756 I find 
the Dutch Commandeur still complaining about the "jealousy" of European rivals. 
which was "nothing new", about the Danes at Calicut furnishing the Zamorin, who· 

'(a) Bataria Diary, 1663 to 1666. See above p.IO. 
(!J ll'orroat'a Bombay Rooorda, Home Series, I, 27. 

•MS. Diary of ~tepben Sh111t, 1714. A deed of the Zamorin's dated 1716 permitting the EngU.h Obief 
Mr. Ad•m•, to build • wareho .. e at Cbetway, is printed in Logan's Treati .. p a. • 

•MS. Diar:r of the Cllllpaign (MS. No. 98) under date 28th January 1717. ' ' • 
'(•) Doteh Diary of the Campaign. 

(6) Re!e"'""" in Tellioherry Diary of 1743-4, p. 67. Seo above p. 21. 
' JJanvero II, 243. • Bengal Seleotiona 177~-86 p 8i3 
'Bru.., Ill, 194, 205. ' ' ' ' 
•Braoelll, 313. 
'Canw Visscher, Letter VL 
"Bg, ""'P· 80 
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was again' at war with the Dutch, with powder and shot and seven cannoneers, and 
about the English "who are only precariously established at Anjengo" requiring 

' native ships to take passes from them 1, ' 

However the town diaries show that foreign European ships constantly put in at 
Cochin, Mr. Step ben Strutt of the English Company's service was courteously receiv
ed at Cochin in 1714, James Forbes, also a member of that service, who kept journals 
in India from 1766 to 1784, writes in his Oriental Memoirs 2 that during his visits t~> 
Cochin on his Company's business he always received the kindest attention from the 
Governor and the principal inhabitants, whose tables were furnished with hospitality 
and graced with politeness, and when Telliche~ry was besieged by Mysore troops in 
1780, Moens wrote courteous letters and complied with requisitions for supplies 3• 

On the 24th of February 1782 I find the Anjengo Chief suggesting an attack on 
Cochin which he thought H would prove an easy conquest" ', but England had de
clared war on Holland in .Europe on the 20th of December 1780, and the news had 
been received in the East by July 17 81 & • 

In general there Reems to have been peace, but not often friendliness, between 
the Dutch and other Europeans on the West Coast in the 18th Century. They 
would intrigue against one another with native princes, supply one another's enemies 
and harbour one another's deserters. The different European settlements would only 
very pccasionally unite against a common enemy. So there was one joint expedition 
during the century of English and Portuguese 6 against pirates and another of 
Dutch and English (1750) 7

• If Moens assisted Tellicherry against the Myso
reans, it must be remembered that the Dutch also were at variance with Hyder Ali. 
Ten years later, in 1790, when Tippu broke through the Travancore lines and the 
Dutch expected to be besieged in Cochin, they proposed to join the English alliance 
with Travancore, btlt receivt~d a long and evasive reply from Lord Cornwallis and 
Connell politely declining their help 8• However in the ensuing May•I find Col. Hartley 
in command of a detachment from Bombay writing : H Having a greater quantity of 
stores and ammunition than is immediately wanted in the Field, I have made a depot 
at Cochin, the Governor Mynheer Angelbeck, readily offering every assistance." 0 

• 
xn 

Stein Van Gollene~se and Moens both seem to have been officials of some merit. 
. . . .At any rate each of them reached the 

Stem Van Gollenesse and Moens and thell' times. second position in the Dutch Empire in 
, the East, that of Senior Ordinary Member of the Supreme Council at Batavia and 
Director-General. After leaving Malabar, Stein Van Gollenesse was Governor of 
Ceylon and extraordinary and then ordinary member of Counoil from 1743 to 1751. 
He went to Batavia as Director-General in 1751 10• Moens went dir~ct from Cochin 
to Batavia, served as ordinary member of Council there and became Director-General 
in due C0Ul'Ae.11 

Stein Van Gollenesse lost a girl of seven and a boy a year old at Cochin in 1739. 
They were buried in the church of St. Francis, where the inscription may still b& 
read. The boy was called Gustaaf Willem, which were the Christian names of Van 

. Imhoff., Stein Van Gollenesse is associated in Ceylon with the building of Wolfendal 
Church, Colombo 12, on the facade of which his initials and the date 17 49 are still t() 
be seen.13 

I MS. No, oP3. 
' Edition oll834, 1, 207. . 
'Tellioberry Diary, 1780; letters doted 6th ond 28rd D""'mber 1780. 
• Anjenr. Diary, 1782. 
' (a) M • No. 1134; (i) Bengal Seleotiono, p. 772. 
1 Dannrall, 390. 
' ~tS. No, 619. 
I So.,.et Reaolution of 2nd August 1790, in MS. No.1320; Lord Comwalli• letter;. doted 16th J • ., .. ..,. ngo. 
1 Military Conaul!Ations, Vol. 133 in the Fort St. George Rocor~o. 

10 Anthoni,., Report on Colombo Reoordo, p. 46. 
u Signatures to Bata..,ia Letters in the reoords. 
" Antboniaz, p, 82. 
11 Cotton, p. 269. 

10 
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I have found occasional mention of Moeos in travellers' books of the period. 
Stavorii:ms stayed with him for a fortnight i~ Decembe~, 1776\ and he ~ve Fra 
Paolino di $an Bartolomeo a letter of introductton to the Km~ of Trav~ncore m 1780. 
'Fra Paolino notes that the King of Travancore "had ~tud1ed Engbsh for. several 
months and spoke it very welL" The ~ing of Coch~n who .succeed~~ m 1787 
"spoke Dutch exceedingly well and was demo us. of learmng .Eng~1sh also. T~v~n
core and Cochin had already in Moens' time realized th~t Du~o.h mfluence, was g1 vmg 
way to English. In 1786 the King of Travancore pa1~ a VIsit to Moens . s~ccessor, 
Van Angelbeek, at Uochin. Re conver~ed in the Enghsh language and It IS noted 
th11t " he reads the English newspap;rs pf London, Madr~s an.d ~alcutta whereby 
he has acquired much knowledge whtch would be sought m vam mother Malabar 
princes.1 " Van Angelbeek's "Me~oir '~ written i~ 1793 contains very little 
except an account of the Dutch relations w1th the English; the Dutch no longer pre
tended to influence in Travancore and scarcely in Cochin, they had sold all the 
territory they could get rid of including tha forts of Cranganore and Ayacotta to 
Travancore or the Cochin noble Palyat Achan between 1785 and 1789 A.D.2

, 

and reduced their garrison:at Cochin to a minimum footing. When war with Engl~d 
broke out again in 1795 the capture of Cochin was an easy matter. The war w1th 
England of 1781 to 1784 had practically destroyed the Dutch Company's influence 
~utside the Archipelago, the Cape and Ceylon, and financially ruined it. In 1795 
Holland was divided against itself. The French revolution had overwhelmed the 
Netherlands and the fugitive prince, William V, had taken refuge in England, and in 
a circular issued from Kew exhorted his late subjects to place their colonies under 
the protection of Great Britain. 

Stein Van Gollenesse's Memoir describes Malabar as it ~as when it might still 
ba ve become a Dutch possession and the Dutch were still much more powerful there 
than any of their 'European rivals, gives a brief but clear account of the numerous 
warring principalities among which it was then divided, and throws light upon the 
Dutch policy and ambitions of the time. Moens, thougll he wrote when Dutch 
infiu~nce had waned and though he does not appear to have been a man of much 
eulti vation, has yet left us a work of real interest and value. He confesses his 
ignorance of the Frerich 3 language, and of ihe fact that the learned world· was not 
without information regarding the history of Christianity of :\1 ala bar'· He had 
perhaps too not a very strong sense of humour and from the remarks made by the 
Batavia Council on the judicial portion of the Memoir', it would seem he was not a 
great jurist. But be seeme to have been a very earnest and laborious gentleman and 
his discursive Memoir, besides giving a fairly complete view of the administration 
when Dutch rule in Coohin was nearing its close, contains interesting chapters on 
Hyder Ali! the Jews of Cochin, and the Syrian Christians. The facts related about 
Hyder Ali's relations with the Dutch and some of the Malabar princes ~eem to be 
new; at any rate Wilks has no better authority for his few pages on the subject than 
the defective chapter on the history of the Malabar settlements in Stavorinus' 
travellers' book, and the latest biographer of Hyder Ali scarcely refers to it. Other 
attempts have been made since Moens' time to translate the ancient Jewish charter· 
but the three translations he gives are not without their interest. Books have sine~ 
been w~tten on the Syl'ian Christians, but his dissertation, which in part 
at least 1s based on contemporary Dutch records, may be considered o£ some 1·a!ue. 
Moens had studied the Cochin records carefully and gives numerous references to the 
papers from which he compiled different portions of his memoir. It accordingly 
~ontains among other things a storehouse of references which will be useful to persons 
who may wish to study the history and administration of the Dutch settlements in 
Malabar at first band. 

1 Notos of the Interview in MS. No, 1299. 
' Hecret Kesol~tio~ in Md, No. 1320, eopeciall~ resolution~~ 29th of July 1789, where tl;e draft of the Treaty 

for~be sale .bf the forteta gmm. A Blimmtary of the vanous aales, nme tn number, ie given iu Jetter to Batavia. of sOUl 
Apnll790 m MS. No. 12>9. The a&lee realised aboutfivelakha of rupees. 

I P. 180. 
I P. 1&0. 
I MS. No. 1131. ~ee App, X. 
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Brief Bibliograpku. 

A. Books necessary to a student of the subject:-
(1) Batavia Diary.-Dagbregister gehouden in't Casteel Batavia. Printed at' 

-the Hague. In progress. The following volumes have appeared : 
Volume for Pobliahed in 
the Year: theY ... : 
1624-9 1896 
1631-4 .. "" ' .. 1898 
1636 .. 1899 
1637 ... 1899 
1640-1 1887 
1641-2 .. 1900 
1643-4 1902 
1644-li .. 190:! 
1647-8 1903 
1653 1888 
1656-7 1901 
1659 .. 1889 
1661 1889 
1663 1891 
1664 1893 
1665 1894 
1666 1895 
1668-9 1897 
1670-l .. . . 1898 
1672 ... 1899 
1673 .. 1901 
1674 1902 
1675 1902 
1676 .. 1903 
1676 .. 1904 ' 
1677 1904 
1678 1908 
1679 .. 1909 

· Contains abstracts of despatches from all parts of the Dutch possessions, India, 
Ceylon, Japan, China, as well as the Archipelago. 

\ . 
Invaluable to the historian: 

(2) J. ·K. J. De Jon9e: De Opkomst Van het Nederlandsch Gezag in Oost 
Indie (Rise of the Dutch power in East India). The Hague. 13 Vole, 1862-1888. 

A collection of documents from the Company's archives with a full introduction 
to each volume; deals almost entirely with Java. A Supplement in 3 more volumes 
by P. A. Tiele and E. Heeres (1886-1895) deals chiefly with the other islands in the 
Archipelago. Their lost possessions do not seem to interest the Dutnh much. Col
lections relating chiefly to the Cape, india or Ceylon would be of great interest 
to students of the history of the British Empire, 

· (3) Frant(Jis Valentijn: Ouden Nieuw Oost India (Old and New East India), 
Dordrecht & Amsterdam, 1724-6, 5 parts folio. Usually bound in 8 Vola. Enoyclo
.pedic account of the possessions of the Dutch Company. A work of vast bulk' con
taining amongst other things many excerpts from old official documents, The account 
of Malabar is superficial, but the account of Ceylon contains valuable reports on, 
.inter alia, Malabar, made by Governors of Ceylon, under which Malabar at first stood . 
.A modern abridgment of Valentijn issued by one Keijzer in 1862 is useless for our 
purposes as the parts dealing with lost possessions are omit!Rd. The old edition con· 
tains maps and also views and plans of Cochin, Quilon, Cranganore and Cannanore. 
Valentijn was son of the master of the Latin school at Dordrecht and was born on the 
17th April1666. He studied at Utrecht and Leyden and in 1684 was appointed a 
·chaplain in the East India Company's service. He started for the East in May 1685 
and arrived at Amboina in May 1686. In 16&7 he was transferred to Banda, in 1688 
back to Amboina. In 1695 be was back in Holland. He remained in Holland 10 
:years and returned to Batavia in 1705. In 1706 he was chaplain to the army on the 
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East Coast of Java. From 1707 to 1712 he was_agai~ chaplain at.Amboin~, in 17llt 
at Batavia in 1714 back in Holland. He died m 1727. Hts book 1s a most 
comprehen~ive work and still mdispensable to the student. 

(4) J. Canter Visscher: Lettersfrom Malabar, 1743. Th~ letters w~re pub· 
lished by his brother after his death. The author was ~haplam at. Cochm fr?m 
1717-1723 and then at Batavia. He died in 1736. English translation by MaJor 
Drury, Madras, 1862. A series of 27l~tters on politics and ~o~cy, the people, the 
coinage, flora and fauna. Much of the mformation reads as 1f 1t w~re take~ £:om 
Memoirs of the old Commandeur& The author seems to have been a httle preJudiCed 
and uncritical, but his local knowledge is valuable. . . · . 

(5) Encuclopaeilie Van Nederlanrbck-lndie (Encyclopredta of Netherland-Indm) 
by P. A. Van der Lith and others; the Hague, 1b95-1907; four volumes. A 
valuable work with much mformation on the antiquities of the Dutch Compan.y. The
lost possessions are, however, as usual, scarcely referred to. 

(6) G. 0. lfledc. de ReUJJ: qeschichtlicher Ueberbl~ck der _Ad_ministrative~,. 
Rechtlichen und Fmane1ellen Entw1cklung der Nederlandisch-Ostmdischen Compa
gnie, Batavia and the Hague, 1894. Valuable wo~k on the adminis.~tive, financial 
and judicial development of the Dutch Company \VIth numerous statistical tables. 

Useful Worka. 

(1) Jol~an Ni.'eukof: Zee-en-lant Reize (Sea and Land Journey), 168~. 
Nieuhof served in Malabar. Translation in Churchill's Collection. 

(2) Father Giuseppe iii Santa Maria, otherwise Monsignor Sebastiani, Bishop 
of Hierapolis. First and second expeditions printed at Rome (in italian) 1666 and 
1672 A.D. Was a Carmelite and sent out on special missions to the Syrian Christians. 
(1657-58 and 1660-3). Describes the two sieges of Cochin and gives many particu
lars regardiDg the Syrian Christians &c. 

( S) Philip pus BaldaeUJJ: · Description of Malabar, Coromandel and Ceylon 
1672. Tra~slation in Churchill's Collection, which preserves the valuable prints. 
Accompanied the expedition against the Cochin of 1661-2 as Chaplain. 

(4) Wouter Schouten, Oost-Indische Voyagie (East-Indian-Voyage), 1676. 
Surgeon in the Company's service. Accompanied Cochin Expedition of 1661-2. 
There are several editions and a French translation. My references are to the edition 
o£1740. 

(5) 8. P. J. Du Bois: Vies des Gouverneurs-Generanx avec l'abrege de
l'histoire des Etahlissemens Hollandois aux Indes Orientales. 1'he Hague 1763. 
Uncritical. Contains a translation of Van Imhoff's Considerations of 17 40. 

(6) J. 8. Stavorinus, Voyages, ~a) 1768-71, published at Levden in 1793, 
(6) 1774-8, Leyden 1797-98. Combined in translation with notes by s: H. Wilcocke, 
London, 1798. Stavorinus visited Cochin m Moens' time. 

(7) The Abbe Raynal: Histoire philosophique et politique des etablisse
ments des Europeans dans les deux Indes, 1770. Numerous editions; English. 
versions 1776 and 1798 (6 volumes). 

(8) Jilra Paolino di San Bartolomeo. Viaggio aile Indie Orientali (Voyage to
the East Indies). Rome, 1796. Uncritical. He was in India 1776-1789. English 
translation, 1800. 

(9) N. a. van Kampen: Geschiedenis der Nederlanders buiten Europa •. 
Haarlem, 1831. 

(10) Dr. F. Day. 'Ike Land of tl~ l'ermauk, Madras, 1863. Untrustworthy. 
Two or three of his most dubious anecdotes are taken from a pamphlet entitled· 
Historical Notices of Cochin by the Rev. T. Whitehouse, 1859. 

_(11) lrf_anUJJcript J?iarie.9 of Tellicherry and Anjengo (from 1726 and 1744 
respectively w1th breaks) m the Madras Government's record-rooms. Also manuscript 
Diary of Mr. Stephen Strutt, 1714. 

(12) Glossarie8: Yule & Burnell (Hobson-Jobson) and Macleane (Voi. III. 
Manual of the Madras Administration) are useful for words taken from the eastern 
langua~es by bot~ Dutch and English, bnt are. of course Anglo-Indian and not Hollan· 
do-Indian glossaries and leave many of the Indian or Malay words which occur in these-
Dutch records unexplamed. · 
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Brief Note on Coinage anrJ Weights. 

(Further information in foot-notes to the text.) 
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. When the Dutch first came to the East they found the Spanish dollar (real, real 
of eight, weight 27'0·15 grams= about 411 grains) in general use. 'fhey used this 
at first, and afterwards substituted the rix-dollar. Dollars are in general large silver 
coins of about 50d. to 60d. In Stein Van Gol\enesse's time the rix-dol\ar waR 48 
stivers or pence in the East. The common Bengal bazaar rupee and other rupees 

. current '!.t Coohin (e.g. th~ Persian) were there reckoned 27 stivers, the Sicoa and 
Rm-at rupees being a stiver or two more. The rix-dollar was the standard coin. 
Other coins with rough values in rix-dollars and rupees are shown in the table below, 
the values being taken from. actual entries in Dutch or English (Malabar) records of 
the time. The rupee wM of course worth much more gold than it is now. It was 
reckoned at 8 to the pound sterling in the Tellicherry accounts of 1743, in the 
Tellioherry and Anjengo accounts of J 780 and in the intermediate years so far as I 
have seen. The values are ro11gk because the exchange value was constantly changing 
and the fluctuations were large. So I find Gold Rupees (or Gold Mohurs) selling 
at Batavia at prices varying from 21! to 25~ guilders in the course of the ten years 
1780-40 1• 'l'his seems to have depended partly on variations in the coin itself. 
The value o~ weighed gold did not fluctuate quite as much in those years. 

Table. 

Gold Coinage about 1740 A.D. 

1. Gold Rupee or Mohlll' = about 7 i rix-~ollars · = about 13 silver rupees. 
2. European gold ducat 

(" Venetians" and others) = about 2t rix·dollars 

3. Moorish gold dnoat 
= about ~ rupees. 

(Turkish and others) = about 23; rix-dollare 
= about 4 rupees. 

4. Pagoda (of lkkeri and other West 
Coast Minta) = 2 rix-dollars or a little less 

= 3} rupees or a little less. 

The aucats and pagodas wore nearly the same weight, a little under S~ grams= 
a little over 50 grains. The ducats were better gold and about a grain heavier. 
According to Shekleton's Assay Tables ducats of 1781-91 average 53·44 grains of 
which 52·326 pure, Ikkeri pagodas 52·4 grains of 'Yhich 44·3 pure and Travancore 
pagodas 52-46 grains of which 37·8 pure. 

. Silver Ooina,qe.about lHO A.D. 

Rix-dollar = 8 achellings 
= 48 ativers 
= 192 doit!! 
= ltths rupees 
-· 32 Coohin fanams. 

Rupee - 27 stivers 
= 4j sohellings 
= flfths riJ:-dollars = ll:l Coohin fanams. 

Dollars of which the various rix-dollars were some of several varieties, weighed 
as a rule mo;e than double the rupee, but contained a little l~!ss than twice the amount 
·Of pure silver. 

Bll$e ]!fetal Ooinage about 17 40 .A.. D. 

J. Cocbin fanam = 60 busernks (bndgerooks). 
The fanam was originally a gold coin of about 6 grains. The Coohin fanam only 

<tlontained one part of fine gold to 4i of silver and 4! of copper •. llud&erooks were 
minted by the Dutch of a mix:ture of lead and tin. T?e Dutch. also mmted ??pper 
budgerooks of which 275 went to the rix-dollar at Cochm accordwg to ValenttJn. 

I MS, No, 322. • Ca.nter Vi8Hobor, Van Rhoodo'• Memoir, 1677. 
11 
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The gnilder or florin, which was used in beping the accounts, was properly a. 
silver coin of 20 pence or stivers weighing about 16U grains or ~ths of a rupee. In 
Stein Van Gollenesse's time it was reckoned in the accounts at 16 stivers or one-third 
of a rix·dollar and this imaginary account guilder, which was devised to enable the 
Company to make a profit on salaries, etc., was called the "li~ht" guilde~. In 
Moens' time the guilder of the general accounts was the heavy guilder of 20 stlvers. 

The price of gold at Batavia, 1730-40, was from 50;0 ths to 53Hths light 
guilders per real (417 grains); of silver 3}tths to,4.t\,thsguilders; a'.e, the ratio of 
gold to silver was about 13 to 1. 

In Moens' time (17SO) the rupee was in more general use .. It was reckoned at · 
tths guilders 1' heavy" money, li guilde!s "light." money. Dollars were ab~ut 
2 rupees, Venetian and other European ducats slightly over 4 rupees, " Moonsh 
ducats" slightly under. The Cochin fanam was reckoned at 20 to the rupee instead 
of 18. 

Weights.-The pound commonly referred to in these records seems to have been, 
as elsewhere in the Company's possessions, the old Amsterdam pound = ·494 chilo· 
grammes =about 1'09 English pounds avoirdupois. A Dutch pound of 1'09 English 
pounds was still in use at Cochinin Dr. Day's time (1863) 1

• The common 'last or 
ton was 3,000 Dutch pounds. Other common weights are the catti and picol intro· 
duced from the Archipelago. The Dutch usually reckoned the catti at '1! and the 
picol at 125 lbs. They also used the. common Malabar measures cand!J and parra, 
reckoning the pepper candy at 500 Dutch lbs., and, in the earlier period at any rate, 
14 parras to the candy. For grain 75 parras were reckoned to the last of 3,000 
pounds.· The pepper candy was accordingly about 545 English pounds; The grain 
parra was 40 Dutch pounds •. For raw cotton and cotton cloths the Travancore and 
Madura weight palam was used. It varied slightly according to locality, but was 
reckoned at about tth of a Dutch pound 3• Goldsmiths' weights were then as now in 
Travancore the kalanju and the fanam. The Dutch used the Spanish manca and 
real. In a diary written in Travancore in 1739 the following equivalents are given; 
1 manoa= 48 kalanjus = 9 reals •. A real was 27·045 grams,5 or about 417·368 
grains. 1 kalanju accordingly = 78! grains. The modern Travancore kalanju is 
78 gt·ains and 13 fanams of 6 grains each 6

, The old Travancore fanam was about 
5i to 6 grains, as the old fanam coins show, and accordingly it may be assumed that 
there has been practically no variation in goldsmiths' weights in Travancore since 
1739. It is to b~ observed th~t though g~ld fanam coins ~eem all t~ have weighed 
about 5! to 6 grams, they vaned greatly m value accordmg to their composition 1, 

The Quilon fanam, referred to commonly by both Portuguese and Dutch as the Raja 
fanam, must have b~en good gold as its value is given in 1723 as 2! schellings s 
( = 15 stivers), in 1743 as & rix-dollars 9 

( = 15} stivers), in 1781 as\5-A- stivers 
and M of a rupee 10

• '!'he coin referred to as "the gold fanam" of Chetway and 
the neighbourhood, which is shown by entries in M.S. No, 848 and elsewhere to 
have been the Calicut fanam, was reckoned at 8 to the rix.dollar ( 41 to the rupee) 
in 1742 11 ~nd later at a~out five to the rupee or 17! to the pagoda atd so could only. 
hllve centamed three grams of gold. The 'fravancore gallioon (kaliyan) fanam was 
reckoned at 9 to the rix-dollar ( 5 rr to the Rupee) in 1727 a and exchanged later 
at 6 or 7 to the Rupee; the Cochin fanam, in which there was only about half a grain 
of gold, at 18, 19!, 20 to the Rupee at different times. 

7th March 19011. A. GALLETTI. 

t Day's Land of the Permaolo, p. 677. 
1 Aatboritiee(l) ValentiJn IV II) 362, 12) Enol. !Ieder. Indio, (3) entries in tho Madras Doth cis 

.MB.INoa. 741 & H66, MS. No.I061, p.li7, V<boro wo have 363 900 Jbe .,. 9 097! parra 0 rocor •'·I·• 
• Am. No. 281. . ' · • · 
'MS. No. 281. . 
1 Eno. Van Ndorl. Indio, artiole Malon en (lewiohton, 
• Travanoore Afanunl. 
'Of. Shokleton'a A ... y Tables, Calcutta, 1868. 
'Cantor Viaaoher. 
' P. 73 below. 

''MS. No. I!J;S, 
u M~. No. 867, Lot tor lo Holland, 1742, 6488. rold fanams = 686;'1 rixodollare 
u Lotter to Batavia, dAted 30th April 1727, in AlB. llo, 148, 2,000 lnnamBifii)Jo~ne.,. 221 2 oix·doll&n. 
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AI:'!'.I!:.NDWES TO MOENS' MEMOIR. 

APPENDIX No. I. 

Extract from the notu taken by the Ohief Imerpreter Sinwn lldll Tangeren in the year 1772. 

. . I do not think ~t necessary to trllJlll!ate this appendix. It contaiDs some papers of no great 
1nterest 11.bout the d1spnt~ with Travancore referred to in Chapter II of the Memoir regarding 
1llli2nre of contraband tobacco in territo~ belonging to the Dntoh Company and of nl.leged foree 
med against the Company's renter. 1:he Dutch made a great fuss, asserting that their torri· 
torial sovereignty had been violated, and demanded instant satisfaction. Travancore's 
representatives replied that there had been no intention of insultin~ the Company. The King's 
.officers had only, while pUlSuiug smu~glera who were the Kings own subjects, crossed the 
Company's frontier under a misapprehension. The Company's renter could not produce 
impartial evidence to prove the charge of force, and finally the matter dropped.-Editor. 

APPENDIX No. II. 

Letter from lhe Pope to the BiBllop of V erapolg referred to in Chapter II of the Memoir. 

Clemens PP. XIV. 

Venerabilis Frater ealutem et apostolicam Benediotionem. De strenuo viro Gubernatore 
Hollandico, de illius erga ChriBtianos istarum Regionum studia, atque egregia ab eodem datam 
(sic) opera pro tranquillitate iis obtinenda multa mobis fuerunt commemorata a Dilecto Filio 
.Stephano Borgia nostrae Congregatiouis de Propaganda fide Seoretario. Cnm hujusmodi in 
Christiano& homines oolla.tum beneficium ad nos maxime pertinere, nosque eodem devinctos e88e 
.censeamus, magnopere oupimus saltem boa ipsos grati animi nostri senRus eidem Gubernatori 
esse cognitos, atque pcrepeotoa. 

Itaque hoe munus noatrae illi propterca referendae gratiae tibi, venerabilis Frater, dare 
hisce Literis voluimns et committere prout facimus ut q,uam uberrimis indieiis nostrem illi 
propenaissima.m voluntatem declares, eique eignilices tanto 1mpensiua etiam boo illias merito nos 
·esse obstrictos, quanto magis confldimus ilium aequo deinceps de Uhristianis atqne adeo de nobis 
ipsis benemereri pen:eQtnrwn. Demum in nostri Pontifioii in te animi pignus tibi venembilis 
]!'rater, ao Populis CUI'IIe tuae traditis, apostolicam Bendictionem (sic) pemmanter impertimur. 

(Inferior) (eic) Datum Romae spud sanctam Mariam majorem sub annulo Piecatoris die 
XXIII: July MDCCLXXII: Pontifica.tus nostri anno quarto: subscriptum erat: Benediotus 
Staij ( aic) et corroboratwn Sigillo Annuli piscatoris in dorso opposite. 

APPENDIX No. III. 

This appendi:r, a• appears from th~ reference to it in Chap~ VI of the Me~~ir, contained 
.an account of the Malabar castes. It 18 unfortunately now mlssml!' from. the orJgmal volume; 
removed perhaps by some curious person who neglected to replace·tt-EdltOJ', 

AI'PENDIX No. IV. 

Report of a Oommillee. 

This is merely 8 report, which I do not thi~k it necessary to translate, ?n the state of the 
{)oohin fortifications and buildings. I~ denl.s Wlth the town wa~, the ~ast1ons1 the gates, the 

h the store-honses banksals, armoury, powder·mngazUle, sm1thy, sh!p·yard, wood-
w: 0~~~e odowns, bospltal, Government house, Second's home, Seo~tariat, Company's 
:~ard~n house goutside the town, Company's stabl.ea and cow-houses, etc.-Editor. 

APPENDIX No. V. 

ct f d·t·-· t.or the maintenance ojthe Oochinfartificati0118 by thehighe8t bidder • 
.db8tra o COli 1 '"'~I' 

This is mere!.)' a draft of conditio;os ofEa.di?ontraot for keeping the fortifioatioll8 in repair. I 
·do not think it necessary to translate tt.- tor. 
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APPBNDIX No. VI. 

(Referred to in Chapters X and XIV). 
Jlemora11dum of gardellll amllandli bel()llging to the Company ()II the coa8t qf Malabar. 

The island Bendurty lying half an hour south of this town, containing : 
4,990 fruit-bearing ~ocoanut and other trees, 

314 parraa of cultivated lands, 
9,300 salt-pans. 

A garden called David de Ollllfelkl lying at Aru about two hours south of this town, 
containing: 

3,27 5 fruit-bearing oocoannt and other trees, • 
490 parras of uultivated land, 

2,9~0 salt-pans. 

A garden called St .. /ago lying by the third Roman Chlll'Ch on the southel'!lllshore of 
Coohin, oontaining : 

3,116 fruit-bearing cocOIIllnt and other trees, 
48 parraa of cultivated land. 

A garden called Hendrik tk Siloa lying at M.alambelly one and a half hours ~outb. of 
Coohin on the sea-shore, oontaining : . 

1,6511 fruit-bearing cocoanut and other trees, 
728 parras of cultivated land, 

The island Jluttucunu and two [islands] belunging to it .Jying nearly half an hour sonth of 
Cranganore, all three containing : 

3,673 fruit-bearing cocoannt and other trees, 
531 parras of cultivated land. 

A garde11 ealled Ela.rcada. lying west of the Company's outside garden, on the shore,. 
containing : 

1,563 fruit-bearing oocoanut and other trees, 
103 parras of cultivated land. 

The island OaUiacatte or Morenlm1 lying in the back•water between Calicoilan and 
Coilang, containing: 

5, 4 62 fruit-bearing coooanut and other trees, 
41 parraa of cultivated land, 

1,300 salt-pans. 

The island Bettenienny lying a little to the east of the above-mentioned island· Oalliacatte,. 
oontaining : 

423 fruit-bearing cocoanut and other trees, 
2 parras of cultivated land. 

A garden at Calichery Bitjur lying to the east of the back-water, 8 hours south of Coohin, 
containing : 

1,570 fruit-bearing cocoanut and other trees, 
44! parras of cultivated land. 

A garden at Purpencarre called Mathys Mendes, contaming : 
315 fruit-bearing cocoanut and other trees, 

4 parras of cultivated land. 

A garden at Purpencarre called Anth()lly Fm~anikJ Piwot, containing : 
257 fruit-bearing cocoanut and other trees, 
2~ parras of cultivated land. 

A garden at 8t . .Andritslying six hours from Coohin, containing: 
983 fruit-bearir.g cocoanut and other trees, 
44! pa.rras of cultivated land. 

A piece of land called Gll8any on Vypeen, containing : 
108 fruit-bearing cocoanut and other tree&, 
225 parraa of cultivated laud. 

A garden called Belleaior RodrigU~~lying one hour south of this toWn, containing : 
195 fruit-bearing cocoanut and other trees, 

10 parraa of cultivated land. 
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~h.e Verdr011ken (submerged) island lying north-east in the back-water in front of Coohin 
ooutaining: ' 

14 parras of cultivated land, 
400 salt-pans, . 

A little parcel of land on the .shore south of the Company's Outside Garden, containing: 
96 fruit-bearing cocoanut and other trees . 
5 .Parras of cultivated land. ·• 

A little parcel of land behind or beside the Banyas' village, containing : 
177 fruit-bearing cocoanut and other trees, 

t parra of cultivated land. 

Five parcels of land lying west of the SMrifioe Tree in the Canarin bazaar, containing : 
' 34 fruit-bearing cocoanut and other trees, 

1 parra of cultivated land. 

Two little gardens lying on the old channel from the Canarin h~zaar, containing: 
213 £ruit-ber.ring cocoanut and other trees, 
300 salt· pans. 

Ten little parcels of land lying between the two channels on this side of the Canarin 
bazaar, containing : 

· 513 fruit-bearing cocoanut and other trees, 
J 80 salt-pans. 

I , 

A garden lying east o£ the Company's Outside Garden, containing: 
341 fruit-bearing cocoanut and other trees, 

8 parras of oulti vated land. 

A piece of laud oall~d .Mallienearre opposite to the out-post Ayootta, containing: 
487 fruit-bearing cocoanut and other trees, 
25 parras of cultivated land. 

The plain (military free zone) beginning at the Company's Garden and ending at Oalvetty. 
A piecJl of land lying north of St. Andrirs, containing: 

289 frnit.bea.ring ooooanut and other trees, 
2 parras of cultivated land. 

A- piece of land of 1,690 roods in extent lying at Calve tty on this side of the channel hom 
the Canarin bazaar, containing : 

112 fruit-bearing cocoanut and other trees, 
10 parras of cultivated land. . 

A piece of land at Cattur containing: 
1 

166 fruit-bearing cocoanut and other trees. 
" 

The island called Malliencarre, opposita the oul•post Ayootta, containing: 
466 fruit-bearing cocoanut and other trees, 
20 parras of cultivated land. 

A piece of !ani! a!· P~liaporte on ':'hich the trees have been out down and the loase monsy 
has been reduced but 18 at1ll planted w1th : . 

243 fruit-bearing cocoanut and other t<Tees. 

A garden at St. Andries, containing: 
298 fruit-bearing coounnut and other trees, 

5 parras of cultivated land. 

A garden hing at Oarcarpal!y, containing: 
121 frnit·bearing cocoanut and other trees. 

A garden lying a.t Chera1Mga'kz~l 8 hours south of Coohin, containing : 
69 £mit,. bearing cocoanut and other trees. 

A garden at Manicorde, containing: 
493 fruit. bearing cocoanut and other tree~. 

A garden called Hendrik de Si/Da PFquena, containing : 
1119 fruit-bearing cocoanut and other tree~, 
' 20 parras of cultivated land. 

64 
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A aarden at Sen/lora De 8aude, containing: 
'"' I 22:.! fruit· bearing cocoanut and other trees, • 
' 29 parras of cultivated land. 

A garden at St. Louis, containing : 
333 fruit-bearing cocoanut and other trees, 

7 parrns of cultivated la9-d. · 

The MW~qu.iten (Mosquito) island opposite to Cranganoro, containing: 
233 fruit-bearing cocoanut and other trees, 

. 308 parras of cultivated land, 
103 salt-pans. 

A garden at CrWI de Milager, containing: 
100 fruit-bearing cocoanut and other trees, 

2 pa.rras of cultivated land. 

The Paulist l8la11d, otherwise called Wallarpart, containing: 
676 fruit-bearing cocoanut and other trees, 
325 pa.rras o! cultivated l~d, 

1,324 salt-pans. 

The ga.rden called Ballegatty (Bolgotty) containing: 
297 fruit-bearing cocoanut and other trees, 
562 salt-pans. 

A garden at .l!.ngecaimaa~ containing: 
82 frait-bearing cocoanut and other trees, 
92 pa.rras of cultivated land . 

.A ga.rden called Oatl1arina Cardpza at Irreweni, containing : 
82 frnili-bearing cocoanut and other trees, 
4 parras of cultivated land. 

A. garden called Joan Correa de Siloa, containing: 
J 48 fruili-bearing cocoanut and other trees, 

4 parras of cultivated land. 

A garden at Castella, one and half hours so11th of Cochin, containing : 
930 fruit-bearing cocoanut and other trees, 
20 parras of cultivated land. 

A garden called Ilka de Lethy or Oarmarta lying near Cranganore, containing : 
338 fruit· hearing cocoanut and other trees, 
80. 11arraa of cultivated land. 

A garden called D:nningo Fernanda lying one hour from Cochin, containing: 
217 frait-bcaring cocoanut and other trees, 
42 parras of cultivated land. 

"The island St. Domingo lying half an hour norhh-east of Cochin, c~ntaining : 
· 476 fruit-bearing cocoan11t and other trees, 

126 parre.s of cultivated land, 
900 salt-nans. 

A ga1·den at Ayl)()l/a of 3 parcels of 21,28lt rooda, containing: 
587 fruit-bearing cocoanut and some other trees, 

2 parras of cultivated land. · 

A garJen at AtJtOIIa of 2 parcels, containing : 
721 fruit-bearing ooo?aout treea, 

6 palTIIB of cultivated land. 

A garden at Aycotta of 2 parcels, containing : 
631 fruit-hearing cocoanut trees, 

2 parraa of cultivated land. 

A ga.rden at Aycotta of 2 pa.rcels of land, containing: 
359 fruit-bearing cocoanut trees. 
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Still another garden at Aycotta of 4 parcels of land, containing: . 
182 fruit-bearing cocoanut trees. 

A garden lying on the old channel of the Oanarin bazaar, containing : 
66 fruit-bearing cocoanut. and some other trees 
1 parra of cultivated land. ' 

A little garden lying near Galvetty, containing : 
22 fruit-bearing cocoanut trees. 

A garden lying at .t!lipe of 9 hours south of Oochin, ccntaininjr: 
76 fruit-bearing ocooa.nut and other trees, . 
2 parras of cultivated land. 
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J:o. ~arden on the Vreede (Peace) island at Allepaar lying 2 or 3 hours north of Ooila
1
, 

•conta.IUtng : ' 
265 fruit. bearing cocoanut and other trees, 
30 parras of cultivated land, 

490 salt-pans. 

Two little pieces of land or cultivated fields 32 parras in extent lying near A.ycotta. 

Land let on cowle (See Ohapter XIV). 

A piece of land on the other side of Aycotta. 
A piece of land near Maniooorde. 
A piece of land on the shore near Aycotta. 
A piece of land lying near lllewade. 
A piece of laud at St. J agn. 
A piece of lnnd at St. Andries. 
A piece of land on the north side of Kastella. 
·Tw~ pieces of land lying opposite tbe post Ayootta. 
A p1ece of land at Aycotta. 
A piece of land also lying near Aycotta. 
A piece of waste land behind the post Aycotta. 
A piece of land lying near the post Maniooorde on the sea-shore. 
Some little pieces of land at Calichery Bit.sjur. · 
A piece of land on the" plain" near the Company's Outside Garden. 
Some little pieces of laud in tbe Illawada farm. 
A piece of land lying at Baliaporte. ' . 
A piece of land lying east of the Company's Outside Garden. 
A piece of land lying next the one just mentioned. 

' 

APPENDIX N 0. vu. 
This merely oontllins a list whicb. I have not thon!l'ht it necessary to reproduce, of all 

:artillery at Corbin (150 guns), at Aycolta (10 guns), on the islands of Mutucunu (3 guns), at 
Cranganore (22 guns), at Quilon (14 guns), besides guns on board ships and in reserve, field 
.artillery, mortars, etc.-Editor. 

APPENDIX No. VIII. 

This contains correspondence from 1763 A.D. to 1779 about the private trode and 
commissions of the Chief and Second. The snbjeot having been sufficiently dealt with in 
Chapter Xill of the Memoir, I have not thought it neoesaary to trsnslate this appendix. It 

-shows among othAr things that the profits of the private trade of these officials after it had been 
-ta]ten over by the Company were- , 

1873-74 
1874-75 
1675-76 
1876-77 
1877-78 

ES. 

16,760 
28,348 
18,364 
19,319 
20,686 
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APPENDIX No. IX. 

This contains voluminous corr;spondence about the ~efaloations of one IsaaO! referred ~o in· 
Chapter XVI. It-does not appear to me to be of muoh mterest; so I have not translated 1t ..... 
Editor. 

APPENDIX No. X. 

Margi11al &t11arks of the Batavia Gocernme11t of the Memoir, 

[These notes have b~e~ extraot.e~ from Manuscript No. 1146.. They do not form an 
appendix to :Moans' :Memorr 111 the ongmal volume, and have aooordtngly not yet been pub
lished in Dutch. I now give the Dutch as well as English. The page refernnoes in the Dutoh 
are to the oopy of the manusoript sent to Batavia; in the English to this volume.] 

Marginole aanteelceningen op de Memorie daor den Ileer Raad E111traordinair van Indie~ 
.Adriaan Moen~~, a/8 afgaande Goucerneur en Diri!IJieur van MallaMar aan lijn Ttd's s~<eee.~seur 1i1· 

het beiilier, rkn Comma11deur Johan Gerard Mn .At~gelbeelc nagelaten. 

Page 29. 

:Met opzigt tot den eel!ltcn minister van den Koning van Trevancoor, is goedgevonden en 
vel!ltaan den Commandenr to reoommandeeren in obser•antie to houden den raa.d door den 
Heer Moene aan de hand gegeeven, om met dian minister kennissa te maaken, en densalven nu 
en dan eans een presentje to zend~n, als ook hem to geriaven met kleinigheeden, daar hij 
omvraagd, 

Page 35. 

De varklaring deezer regeering, bij aparte brief naar Cochim van den eersten October 1771, 
bepalende in hoe verre den Commandenr mag blijven staan op bet bedongeoe bij het contract 
met den Koning van Trevanooor, dat na de leverantie van de volle gecontracteerde quantiteijt 
peper, op ieder 300 candijlen, aan zijne Hoogheijd een pas zal worden varleend, en in hoe 
verre gepollBleard mag worden, dat zijna Hoogheid, dien conform, eerst peeper moet leaveren 
~voorens hij passen kan krijgen, moet seareet gehondan worden. 

Pag~ 40. 

Schoon bet project om den Koning van Travancoor meer peeper te doen Ieeveren, door het 
opkopen van a! de tabak die Ja:ffana.patnam nitleverd, en dan de peeper niet aileen oontant 
maar ook in tabak te betaalen, deeze regeering van vee! owslag voorkomt, is egter goedge· 
vonden en verstaan een ertraot nit de Memoria van den Heer Moans, voor zoo varre dit poinot 
betreft, san den Heer Raa.d Ordinair en Ceilons Gouverneur Mr. Willem Falck to zenden, om 
bij occagie, daar op de dienen va.n zijn Ed's ooneideratien. -

Page 44. 

Den Commandenr van Angelbeek is vel!ltaan aan te schrij ven zorge te draagen, dat de 
peeper rekening van den Koning van Travancoor, en de vooruijtverstrekkiogen aan zijne 
Hoogheid gedaan jaarlijks verevent worden. 

Page 48. 

Ingevalle den Koning van Trava.ncoor zijne geformeerde pretentie op de eilanden Moetoe
ooenoe weder mogt vernieuwen, sal den Commandeur zig moeten regnleeren, na het aange
schreevene op dat enjet, bij aparte brief deazer regeering van denleersten October 1771, terwijl 
dit pcinct almede seoreet moet blijven. 

Page 53. 

En wanneer hij zijne pretentie op de gemelde eilanden, ale voorzegd, weder mogt tragten 
to doan gelden, sullen de :Ministers in geheugen moeten bonden, om de 16,01!0 rop's walke de 
Comp. daarvoor heaft betaald, te a.ngmenteeren met 7.000 rop's wegens bet ten koste gelegde 
aan drie aldaar opgerigte paggel!l, en dns de somma moeten verhoogen tot 28,000 rop's. 

Page 74. ' 
De M.i~isters is vemtaan te gela.sten attent te zijn, en nanwkenrig te )etten, dat de tollen op 

de Oanuan]nscbe baznar, de bazaar op Pagodingo en Mattancheri/' absolut uietverboogd worden, 
maa~ steeds blijven, en geheven worden op en naar de bepaa ing, bij dA daarvan door den 
Kowng van Cochim overgegeeven lijst, vermeld bij Mallabal!lche resolutie van den 13 Augnetua 
1772. 
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Page 76, 

?Jewijl de Heer Moans niet ongeraaden ll"'t dat den voonlag om bet regt van Cochima 
Khnlllg, 0P ~ hel:f~ der inkom?.nde en uitgaa:de regten, van Zijue Hoogheijd a£ te kopcn, in 
ge tg:'h !d_0 • e ge ouden en ZIJn Ed. vermeend, dat den Koning, wannear hij in de uiterste 
der efe . a! 111, en bet mag doen, dat regt ook wei zal will~n verkoopen mall!' indien hij door 
en omng van Travancoor dalll' in belet wierde, den laatsten in dat geval direct daiii'Over 

ond~~houden zo.ude dieuen te worden, zoo is verstaan den Commandeur van Angclbeek aan te 
schnJven zulks m gedagten te houden. , 

Page 79. 

Belangende de onderstelling van de Heer M.oens, dat de Compagnie ter goeder treuw zoude 
mogen afso~aff~n, pagt te betaalen van de bijsondere of zoo genaamJe partiooliere handel, die 
zeed~rd eeruf{e Jlllll'en ter dezer coste voor haar Ed. reekening is gedreeven, en den Koning van 

. Coeh1m 4~~~~~' door g?persuadeerd so~de konnen worden, van zijn regt op de halve pagt a !stand 
te doen, 1n aanmerking genoomen Z!Jnde: 

Dat • de pagt o?ndit!en zijn ingerigt in een tijd dat r.odanig een particulieren handel voor 
q?mpagm~s reekenmg met W!erd gedreeven en ons bet 18 artioul der pngt condition, woarop 
ZIJn Ed. Zig :fundeerd, als van een vee! noeger datum, dan den handel op zig zel!s wezende, in 
dezen van geen applicatie kon zijn. 

Dat den Koning hevorens, en in dien tijd, dat de soheeps overheeden hunne gcpermitteerde 
lasten aan.particulieren demanneerden de pagt daar von en met regt geuoten beelt, en du.s met 
geen regt ingesloten kan wo<den van dezelvP, door de introductie van een particuliere handel, 
die, om bijsondere redan ia ingevoerd, en woardoor, indien men de tol niet beta!ilde van de 
indiervoegen geMgotieerde goederen, den Koning op eene indireote en ongepermitteerde wijse 
onthouden zoude worden datgene 't welk anders de partiouliere soudan verhandelen, en nadien 
die, door den partioulieren handel voor de Com poguie daar van worden gesecludeerd, zoo is 
geoordeeld, dat men, ier goeder trouw te werk gaande, de betaaling der gewcone geregtigheeden 
van de gepermitteerde lasten der soheeps overbeeden, die voor de Compagnie worden aange• 
slaagen, niet kan of mag weigeren, en den Koning ran Cochim daarentegen met billijkhoid mag 
nrgeeren op zijn regt, om daar van ook de halve to! te genieten. 

Page 110. 

De a parte brief, in dato 7• Maart 1777, door de Hear .Moans aan deeze regeering 
geschreeven moet seoreet blijven. 

Page 129. 
• I 

Den Comm&ndeur van Angelbeek is verstaan aan te beveelen, bij bekwaame oocagie, te 
probeeren om de Ianden, welke de Compagnie op de .Mallabaar bezet, op de doer den Heer 
Moens voorgestelde voet, in een kaart te Iaten brengen. 

Page 154. 

En verdagt te zijn, dat tot invordering van hetgeen de ~ollastrijsche prinoen ei!l:entlijk 
aan de Compagnie ten agt~ren ataan, maar door den voormalingen Commandenr WetJermao. 
voldaan is, aile devoiren aangewend moeten worden. 

• Page 164. 

En niet minder ter inpalming der sohulden. van ~~n overle~~n Moor~h ragent Ad.ij Ragia, 
of de tijd, sohoon daar toe tans geen apparent1e ~ehtJnd te Z!Jn, Homt!Jda verandermg mogt 
baaren, zonder egter, ten minsten voor eent tot, Jlllddelen van geweld over te gaan, 

Page 221. 

T t het aangaan van een of en defeneieve alliantie met den N abab Haider A.liohan, ~ij 
t 

0b · ven aan deu Hear Raad ordinair Falck en den Cbormandels Gouverneur van Vhs· 
eoree e ne l'a t' · • d · d t b t k • n den 10• Julij dezesjaars bereeds qna wca 1e gegeeven ZIJn e, zoo Wier me ~ re • 
:ge~tvde remarqne van-den Heer .Moens, wegene bet zigtbare verlange~ van den Na~ab, tot 
het ~lui' ten van zodanig een tractaat, nog a.ange~erkt, dat zulks met de wterste pr~caut10 111oet 

hi l om dat men zig niet verder kan verbmden ala voor zoo lange den staat m oo~log sal 
ge.~c e eu t Engeland en daar in za1 a £han gen van den toestant dar zaaken in Europa, en dat 
bli~~~diend te conditioneeren dat wanneer in tijds opening word gegeeven, dat men door ~~t 
me d oorlo in Europa hier Vl'tlede moet maaken, zulke ten baste zal worden ge~Uijd 
.rtadaken van keennl! g daf men teffer:s zoo vee! mogelijk sal z•lrgen voor de belangen van Comp'e 
on er verzee 
bondgenooten. 

Page221t 

Terwi'l ventaan is den E. van Angelbeek te reoommandee~en de a~~merking van de Heer 
-.r d tl en te Cranganoor en Aijkotf!e steeds ophoede dtend te ZIJn, om den N a.bab het JJLOens, a m · . 
doordringen te beletten. * 65 
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Page 231. 

Zoo meede de nadeelige besohrijving van zijne pel'l!oneele hoedanigheeden, en de oonsidera. 
tien van de Heer Moens, dat hij, de mae.teohappij• in zijn be lang hebbende, niet. veel beeter sonde 
handelen als de Fransohen, eu zig tot geeo andere inzigten Iaten gebrniken ale om zijne, en niet 
des Mae.~happij's belangen t.e bed<l!len; ~~ tot narigt te Iaten etrekken, miteguders aile voor en 
onudgtigheid omtrend den Nahab t.e geh1'1llJkeu. 

Page 23:1. 

Ook in eerieuee overweging t.e houden, dat hij een u~urpateur en wreedne.rd.is, na wiena 
overleiden 'grots omwentelingen te dugten zijn, en dat dierhalven op zijne bestendigheid niet 
t.e reekenen valt, ala voor zoo lange hij leefd. 

Page 235. 

En almede verdagt te sijn. dat de Marhettaa tegen hem aangezet en hij daar zoo niet 
uijtgeroeid, ten minsten klein gemae.kt zoude konnen worden, ala ook te overwegen, of men van 
dien kant mede iets kan n.itvoeren. 

Page 241. 

Voorts, bij voorkomende oooagie, attent te zijn, dai de Me.rhettas bij het te onde~bi:engen 
van Haider Alichan, of het weder beretellen der vorsten die bevorens hunne tribnite.riseen 
geweest, dog welkera Ianden tans door den Nabab overheard zijn, min of meer Oompagniea 
bnnren zouden konnen worden. 

Page 243. 

Het geremarqneerde door de Heer Moen& dat voor de oauria de Maldivos op Ceijlon t.e 
weinig geld betaald zonde worden, om den inlander te animeeren die in groter quantiteit 
derwae.rde overtevoeren, is goed gevonden en vereta.an de Ceilonsohe ministers door toezending 
van extract nijt zijn Eds: memorie, voor te honden. 

'Page 309. 

Het gezag en regt van de Comj:agnie oter de Roomeche Kerk en Kerkmiddelen moet 
gemainteneerd worden, met nitslnijting der .Roomsche geestelijken, mits bet gewhicde met 
discretie en omsigtigheid. 

• 
Page 315. 

lndien het onderbond van de kosoor en voorzanger der Cochimsche kerk door de diaoonij 
niet kan worden ged.raagen, is goedgevonden en verstaan hetgeen dae.r ae.n ontbreekt nit Com· 
pagnies kasse te laten enppleeren, en dae.rtoe aan Oommandenr van Angelbeek qnalificatie te 
verleenen. 

Den gereformeerden kerken raad dezer stede is verstae.n. op te drae.gen, de bezorging, voor 
de forten Coilan en Cranganoor, van twee Krankbezoekers, bij bekoming van dezelve nit 
N eederland. 

• 
Page 368. 

Het onderhouden der fortifloatie werken ter ousts Mallabaar is verstae.n voortaan te Iaten 
aanbesteeden op zoodanige conditien ala vermeld staan. bij de bijlage No. 5, agter de Memoria 
van de Heer Moens. 

Page 380. 

Den Commandenr van Angelbeek is verstaan te gelasten een preuve te neemen, om de in 
bet gebied van Trevancoor ventrooid leggende Ianden van de Compagnie, na bet voorstel van 
den Heer Moens, aan den Koning van Trevancoor t.e verkopen voor een capital eenigzints 
geproportioneerd na de revenuen die de Mae.tschappij van deselve trekt. 

Page 391. 

Boven.de 120 sipais die nog ae.n de voldoening van den eisch manqueeren, is verataan nog 
een honderd koppen van dat volk van de Mallabaar oo vorderen. · 

Page 403. 

Den particuliere ~aam van peeper tbans ingevoerd zijnde, zoo is verstaan den Commandeur 
van ~gelbeek te quahflceeren, daar bij te continueeren, indien hij meede met partioulieren 
. nego~rd, dog all;en voor zoo verre, dat de qnantiteit niet hooger loope ala hij wader spoedig 
met winst kan deb1t.eeren en in recommandatie om den inkoop met verdektheid te behandelen. 
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· De ministers is' overstaan oa.der llall te beveelen noa a1 

mogelijk 2ij op Ma.llaba.ar, door middel van de noords~~a Ks ee~ preuve te neemen!. of he~ 
voor de Compagnie in te samelen, bij zonder in deezen tijd ·da~op6~!enp;g s.ourattes:~ l~waa~: 
naar aile waarsobijnlijkheid in handen der Engelsen zal zijn, ' mees oom 11' oura 

hge 418. 

Ter znak:e van de tegenwoordige tijds geateldheid, is goedgevonden en verstaan den 
Commandeur va~~;,Angelbeek te ordonneeren, over den verkoop van peeper ter ouste Ma.llaba.ar 
met den He?r CelJIOIIll Gouverneur Falck te eorrespondeeren, en hem te ualifioeeren zoo vee! 

. van dat art10ul, ~an de hand te zet~en, ala op Ueijlon niet benodigd ~ zijn ge~uurende de 
}lresente ow;el!:erheld wegens de afzend1ng van retour soh~epen naar N eederland. 

Page 415, 

Nop?ns de prijsen de~ ~oederen, op de door den Heer Moens opgenoemde versohillende 
P.~atsen. lB ~eratsan de Mlll1stera te ordonneeren suceeasive notitien lierwaards te zenden ten 
61]nde Zig bier daarna 08811 quo te konnen regu]oeren, in de Wending van koopmaneohappen, 

Page 419. 

Desgelijks is verstaan de ministers te gelaaten deeze regeering een opgave t$ bezorgen van 
de onderscheiden zoorten van lijwaaten welke de llombarMsen aanbrengen ala ook van de 
prijsen tegen dewelke die dQeken, bij eenige parti]en, te krijgen zijn, en hoe~eel men casu quo 
da.ar van zoude konnen bekomen, bij benodigdheid. ' 

Page 420. 

Ook is versta.&n de ministers op te draagen van het salpeeter, dat de sibaars van Rajapoer 
doorg&all8 aanbrengen, een monster over te zenden, met opgave van de prijs, waar voor dat silt 
ingekogt kan worden. 

Page 442. 

' Het overneemen voor de Compagnie van de gepermitteerde lasten der soheepsoverheeden is 
verotaan op den presenten voet te laaten, met reoommendatie a.&n den Commandeur om d1181'in 
naar gemoede te werk te gaan. 

Page 500. 

Om aile nanwkeurigheid te betragten, en tot voorkowing van een verkeerd begrip, is 
verstaan tot narigt van den Commandeur van Angelbeek te noteeren, dat in tegenoverstelling 
van de magt, welke aan de hoofdgebieders is gegeeven, om de exeeutie der vonniaaen in het 
orimineele, om gegronde redenen, te surcheeren, bet proees en vonnis in cas oontrair eigentlijk 
met word geapprobeerd, maar de hoo£dgebieders aileen hunne toeatemmmg moeten verleenen 
tot bet Iaten voortgaa.n der e:a:eoutie, ala een bewijs, dat hun gene redenen zijn voorgekomen, 
waarom de nitvoering der sententie soude worden ge~~urcbeerd. 

Page 501. 

Ongeugt bet goedo oogmerk, dat de Heer Moens bedoeld met zijn Ed's bAdenking, dat een 
gebieder, in de aangeha.alde gevallen, oivile prooessen sonde mogen opeissohen eenlijk tot zijn 
speoulatie, is egter verstaau, den Commandeur vau Angelbeek te gelat~ten van dit in zig zel£s 
onbeataanbaar middel, zoo min mogelijk gebrnik te maaken, te meer zodanig eene opeissening niet 
alJeen uuttelooa zoude zijn, maar ook inoludeeren een merkelijk b~zwaar voor den regter, die, bet 
vonuis nitgesprooken zijnde, we! hee£t gedefungeerd, maar aan wten nogt8118, voor zoo verre van 
des regters depart is, indian er niet word geappeleerd, de exeoutie van het gewijsde mede 
inoambeerd 't geen een voornaam gedeelte zijner regtsoeffening uitmaakt, en hij da.&r te hoven 
in cas van ~ppel, aile~~ gehouden i~1 nan d~n regtcr.ad quem, bet proees over te zenden, om, des 
geraaden vindende, biJ denselven ZIJn vonn1s te snstmeeren en te vemntwoorden. 

Page 504. 

Voorts onder notitie, dat de Hear Moons met de fatalia proseoution~, eigentlijk heeft 
gemeend, de fatalia appellationis, te remarqueeren, dat bet verleenen van ~~h~f, tegen den Ia~~ 
deezer fatalia, oompeteerd aan ~.en regter van appel, om dat znlks een prom1e 1s waarop ~htJ 
gehoord en die alvoorene er CIJBCh geda.&n word, moet voldongen worden, en zulke gedingen, 
gelijk d~orgaru{e volgt, bij wege van intorinement afgedasn worden, 

Dat bet aileen den regter in appellatorio oompeteerd acta pro Deo te verleenen, en ~aarop, 
• 11 gelegendheid van zaaken, parthiJ adversalvooreos ook wei word gehoord, omdat dl1&rlll voor 
bem een merkelijk uadeel is geleegen. 
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Page 505. 

Dat ofechoon bij bet wijger~n van appel in 't civile' een gebieder'den eucoum~ant wei uit 
mensohlievendheid zoade mogen informeeren, dat den weg van appel des onaangez1en voor hem 
open blijft, te weeten om bette verzoeken bij den regter ~~~ (\nem, zulks eg~er ~et bet car~oter ~an 
een hoofdgebiedP.r ook onbestaanbaar Z?nde konn~n ZlJn1 want dat, m~!en een d1erg~hJke 
onderigting wierd gegeven, omtrend een 1nterlooutOir vonms d•t ten defintttve reparaba.l 1a, en 
wa.arvan <Jus niet kan worden geappelleerd, zulks (uiet zoude quadreeren met de.last, welke) de 
hoofdgebieders bij hunne oommissien word a.anbevool~n. om te zorgen dater regt en justitia, 
zoo in het orimineele al.s oiviele, onder den volke geadmm1streerd worde. 

Dat dengeenen die a.an eeuig gewijsde moet voldoen, dan wel bij, die daar bij iets is 
toegeweesen, wanne~r in een sententie een onverstaanbaare o~scuritiet resideerd, van den regter. 
interpretatie moet vmgen, en wanneer hem zul~s word ~e~etgerd, ala dan door den gebied~r 
den regter mag worden gereoommandeerd,· d1e obscunte1t weg te neemen, en de sententie 
verst&anbaar te maaken. 

Page 506. 

Dat het verleenen van beneficien, als da.ar zijn die van relief snbstantiaal, cessie, reapijt, 
atterminatie en andere, die doorga.ans met committimus aan den regter worden vedeend, in 
allen gevalle aan een hoofdgebieder niet aileen zoude sta.an, dog de ministers op de buiten 
comptoiren omtrend het acoordeeren derzelve zeer naanw zijn bepa.ald, onder recommendatie, 
zig tet narigt te Iaten strekken dat zo!ke beneficien zoo min mogelijk, en niet als om gewigtige 
redenen moeten worden toegestaan. 

Page 508. 

Dat in cas crimineel de procedures, conform de wet, extra ordinair moeten worden begonnen 
dog den regter bij bet retonrneeren van den eisoh en de stnkken, waarmede den fisca.al dezelve 
trag!; te verifieeren, met aile mogelijke nauwkeurigheid behoord te oordeeleo, of de misdaad 
da.arin kla.ar ia beweesen, dan wei nadere bewijsen of ophelderin~en nodig zijn, en of dienvol
gende de zaak ia geconetitueerd, om extraordinair te worden afgeda.an, of om den gevangenen 
in een ordinair proces to admitteeren en dat, dewijl dezen 1111ngas.nde een klaar en duidelijk 
voorsohriit voor de regters op de buiten comptoiren word gevonden in het 4° dee) van de door 
wijlen den Heer Raad e:rtraordinair Louis Taillefert ontworpen rnwe schets of maoier van 
prooedeeren, hetzelve zoo veel doenlijk tot narigt meet. dienen. . · 

Page 510. 

Dat om den fisoa.al zijne procedures ordinaria modo te Iaten entameeren, wanneer uit de 
ingewonnen enqneaten blijkt dat den besohuldigde zig met uitvlugten behelpt; die onderzoek 
vereijschen, zulks sonde strekken in prejudicie van den fiscaal en ook van het regt der 
ma.atschappij. 

:Mitsgaders dat de extraordinaire procedures da.artoe zijn irtgerigt, om, lange een korte weg, 
open omtrend aile de deelen van de zaak te konnen inquireren, maar zoo er ordinair word 
geprooedeerd, het examioeeren van den beklaagden cesseerd, ale meade het confronteeren van 
denzelven, hetzij tegen zijne oomplices, of. tegen de getuigen, en hier do?r dus. het beste 
onderzoek kan worden gedaan naar de uitvlugten waarmeede den beschnld1gde Zlg tragt te 
behelpen, met recommanda.tie a.an den Commandenr om ideeze omzigtigheid steeds in agt te 
noomen. 

Page 617. 

Dat door een aantal orders, zoo door de Hoog Edele Heeren Zeventienen als deeze 
Regeering, op de administratie der justitia van tijd tot tijd gesteld, de bepa.aling bereeds a 
gemaakt, dat de jnstitie haa.ren onlxilemmerde conrs gelasten, en door geene politieke disposi· 
tien gestremd moet worden, zoo lange den regter zijn ampt beboorlijk exeroeerd, de zaaken 
behanileld worden zoo als in goede jnetitie behoord, en een ieder kart, goed en overtogen regt 
word g~daan, waarop door de overi!l'heid, en dllS in de eerste plaats door de hoofdgehieders, 
wei voomamentlijk moet worden gelet, ala eigentlijk hetgeeue zijnde, dat een gebieder in zijne 
commiasie ten deezen opzigte word voorgeschreeven en aanhevoolen, dau dat hat waakzaam oog, 
hetwelk een hoofdgebieder verpligt is, hier omtrend te honden, egter niet moet intimideeren, 
of eeni~e belemmeringen te weege kon.nen brengen, maar wanneer een reeele quade adminis
trati~ der jll!!titie voorziening vorderd, het als dan de pligt van een boofd gebieder is, nauwkeurig 
kenlll88e van zaaken te neemen en met ad vis van raade, het nodige redres te beraamen; dog dit 
poinct zoo teeder a, da.t daar toe niet dan in gevallen van de uHterste noodzaakeHjkheid, en 
met aile mogelijke prndentie moet worden getreeden, en welke prndente omzigtigheid is 
beslooten, den Commandeur van Angelbeek aan te reoomms.ndeeren •. 

Page 521. 

Alhoowel de abnaen, die door het emploieeren van inlandsche tolken konnen worden 
~ean, een gebrek is, dat niet wal geremedieerd kan worden, en waar omtrend het in zooder• 
hetd aankomt op den regter en officier van jnstitie, zoo is egter verstaan den Commandenr van 
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Angelbeek te gelasten de hand te h d t . 
Moene de inla.ndsohe taal h ou en aan wee ~uropeesohe Jongelingen die don Hear 
ook geschied, met aansohrij::~s late.n 88~oerenReen IJ.!e tot tolken te gebruiken, gelijk hier 
sive toegevoegd zonde konnen wo:d~n~nn eeze geenng voor te dragen wnt dezel ve snooes-

Page 521. 

· Wijders ~ goedgevonden en ve~taan den Commandeur vau A.ngelbeek nan te b•veelen 
den verderen. mh~n.d deezer me~?rle wan.rop bij deeze regeering geen speoiaale reBeotien 
gemaakt, of d!BpOsl~\en gev~len ZIJn, nevens de vooronstaande aaumerkingen en besluiten te 
Iaten strekken ter ZlJUer. nangt en observatie. . . 

Page 521. 

.. En laatstelijk den ~.eer .~oeus' voor de genomen moeite, tot hot instellen ·v11n dnt 
sohriftuur, te bedanken, gehjk ZIJn Ed. daar voor bedankt word bij deezen. 

Batavia in 't Kasteel den 10• September 1781 , 
Per ordonnauoie vau Hunne Hoog Edelheeden den Gouverneur Generaal en de Raaden 

van lndie. . . 
H:GoETBLOED 

s~.~. 

Marginal notes on the " Memoir " left by Mr. Adrian Moem, Oou.ncillilr E.:trllllrdinarv of I11dia,. 
departing GI)Vernor and Director of MalaCar, to Ills Worship's ~UCCe8801' in of}ice, 

the Oommandeur Johan Gerard ~an Angel!Jeek. 

Page 111. 

With regn.rd to the prime minister of the King of Travancore it is resolved and agreed to 
recommend the Commandeur to observe the advice given by Mr. Moeus (viz.) to make the 
aoquaiutance of the said minieter, and to send him a small present occasionally and also to 
oblige him with little things he asks for. 

I • 

· ·Page 113. 

The instmctions of this Government contained in a special letter to Coohin dated 1st 
October 1771, defining to what exteut the Command~ur may insist on what has been stipulated 
for in the contract with the King of Travanoore (viz.) that after having supplied the whole 
quautity of pepper according to O•!ntract, a pass must be given to His Highness for every 
300 candiea; and also to what e:ttent to push our claim that His Highness must accordingly 
supply pepper first, before he can obtaiu passes ; mu~t be kept seoreb. 

Page 115. 

Although the scheme for making bbe King of Travanoore supply more pepper by buying 
up all the tobacco which Jaffnapatnam exportR and then p~ying for the pepper· not only in 
cash but also in tobacco, seems to this Government rather cumbersome, it ie resolved and agreed 
to send an edraot from the "Memoir" of Mr. Moene, so far as this point is concerned, to 
Ordinary Councillor Mr. William Falck, Governor of Ceylon, in order to invito Hie Worship's 
relleotione onpon this snbjeot, when opportunity presents itself. 

Page 116. 

It is agreed to order the Coonmandeur van A.ngelbeek to take care that the pepper aooounta. 
of the King of Travancore and tb.e advances made to His Higb.ness are ~ettled annually. 

Page 117. 

Should the King of Travanoore renew his formal olaims on the Mutuounn ielands, the 
Commandeur shall conform himself to that which ha.s been ordered on this subject by special 
lett,er of thie Government dated 1st October 1771. In the meantime, thie also must be kept 
secret. 

Page 118, 

And should he 81(&in urge his claims on the islands in question, our officers must remember 
to add to the Rs. 16,110p which the Company p3id for them Rs. 7 ,00~ on accouut of expenses 
incurred for .the 8 paggers (stockades) ooostruoted on them, and so to raiSe the sum toRs. 23,000. 

66 
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Page 124. · 

It is ag:reed to order tbe offioiale to take care and to pay particular attention, that the 
tan.• on the Canarin Bazar, the Baznr of Pagodingo and M.attanohery must absolutely uot..be 
raioed but remain the same lind be levied in acoordanoe··with what is laid down in the list 
soppli~ by Iring of Cochin, referred to in the .Malabar resolution of 13th ~ugust 1772. · ... ' -

Page 125. 

Since Mr . .Moons thinks it advisable that the proposal 01 onymg up roe 1nng ot vocnm·s 
right to half of impoft, and export duties should be borne in mind, and lilnce it is tbe opinion of 
his Worship that 1he king, if he gets· into very great difficultieH and is allowed to do it, would 
certainly lik~ to sell that right, but that if he were prevented by the king of Tmvancore, the 
latter in that e&~e ought to be directly approached, it is agrae\l to order the Co "'mandeur V 11n 
.Angelbeek to ma4e a note of this. -:. · ' . r 

Page 126. 

With regard to the suggestion of .Mr . .Moans that the Company might in good faith stop 
paying duty on the special or so called private trade which has been conducted for the last few 
years on this coast on the Company's aecount and the king of Cochin might then be persuaded 
to give up his right to half the duty; having taken into consideration: . · · 

That the conditions of the lease were drawn.up at a time when no such private trade was 
conducted on behalf of the Company and that' Art: 18 of the lease conditions, on which his 
Worship bases his argument, has no application, since the lellile is of much older date than the 
trade. 

That the king, before end during the time that ship auth'orities disposed of th~ir "per-, 
mitted" cargoes to private individuals, dnly enjoyed the' duties thereon, and hence cannot with 
any right be deprived of them by the introduction of a private trade which has been introduced 
for special reasons and by which, if duty were not paid on the goods so dealt with, the king 
would be deprived indirectly in an inadmissible manner of the businesa which private traders · 
would otherwise ha.ve ; ' · 

and since these· people are excluded on account of the private tJade of the Company, it is 
considered that on grounds of good faith, the payment of the ordinary duties on the "permit
ted" cargoes of the ehip officers which are taken over for the Company; cannot and may not 
be refused and that the king of Cochin on the other hand in all fairness may insist upon his . 
right of enjoying half the duty on them. 

Page 134. 

The special letter, dated 7th March 1717, written by .Mr . .Moans to this Government must 
be kept secret. -

Page 139. 

It is. agreed tba.t the Commandeur vau Angelbeek be recommimd(d, when opportunity 
:presents Itself, to try and make a map of the lands which the Company oecupies in .Malabar, 
m the manner proposed by Mr. Moens. 

Page 147, 

And to remem her that every effort must be made to collect what is due from the Princes 
~f Collastry to the Company, though it bas been paid by the former Comll}andenr, Weijerman . 

• 
• Page 149, 

And no. less to remember to collect the debts of the deceased Moorish ruler Ady Ragia 
liliould the times (although !or the present there seems to be no likelihood of this) bring about 
a change i but Without hrmng recourse to force, at least for the present. 

. Page 164. 

Ali, :ittrhgard to t~e making of an offensive and defensive ailiance with the Nabob Hyder 
to Ord"w c C consi~ as already been given in secret letters, dated the lOth July of this year, 
-ob 1~ary .oonet or .M~, Falck and to the Governor of Coromandel van Vlissingcn, a :further 
f 8~8N on will be made 1n connection with the remark of Mr. Moens about the visible desire 
~e ca~ ~~~b~b dto ma\e &uch an alliance that it must be done with the greatest caution, because 

d E nla it ourse. v•s .JongP.r than for such a period as war is going on between the State 
\: m~g tbn t' and thJS wfi! depend on the state of affairs in Europe, and so a condition must 

, liiSde h:re \ w~jb w: ke !~formed. of the discontinuance of war in Europe and peace must be 
that care ~lll ~ e 8 en 1n the n~ht spirit, ~n assurance being conveyed at the same time 

. taken as far as poss1ble of the mterests of the allies of the Company. 
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Page 164. 

. . At the sam'ft time it ~ agreed to r~oo~mend to his W ol'tlhip va~ Angclho~k the observation 
of Mr. Moens to he. on h1s guard ut Cranganore and Aykotta in order to prevent the Nabob 
~r~king through. · · t • 

Page 166. 

And .nlso that he must ta!le notio.e ~~ tb,e unfavourable deaoription of his personal qualities 
and the VIew of Mr •. Moens, thl\t havmg the Oompany' aidinoo witihim he would treat it little 
better thai?' bQ di~ the li'rench, and could not ·be made lllle ~f for any ot~er purposes than to 
advance h1s own mterests !J.nd not those of"the Company; and besides to use every precaution 
and care with !'(lgard to the Nabob. · • 

Page lo7, 

. Also to.~ear Ol\l'efully in mind that ~e ia. a.n ~urper and u tyrant and that•rter his death 
great revolutions are to be feared, and tha.t "'n th1s account one cannot rely on his permanency 
except for so long as he lives. • ' . . 

Page.~67; · 

And lll:so to bear in mind that tbe I.f.a.hrattas might be set on him and he might he, if not 
crushed entll'ely ·by them, at least made small, and also to consider whether something could 
be done in this direction. • 

Page 169. 

. ]'urthermore if occasion presents itself to remember that if the .Mahrattas make Hyder Ali 
subject to them, or reinstate the kings owho formerly paid tribute to them, but whose dominions 
are now ruled by the Nabob, they might become the neighbours of the Company more or less. 

Page 170. 

· The remark of Mi. Moens that the Maldive islanders are paid too little paid in Ceylon for 
their cowries to induce them to take them there in larger quantities will he conveyed to the 
Ceylon adminjstratiou, an extract from his Worship's "Memoir" being forwarded. 

Page 187. 

The authority and right of the Company over the Roman ohurch and church funds must be 
maintained, the Roman clergy being excl•1ded, provided this ia done with discretion and 
prudence. · . . Page 190 . 

_If the poorhouse is unable to bear the maintenance of ~he sexton and precentor of the 
ohrirch of Coohin, it is resolved and agreed to supply the defi01enay from the Company's funds, 
and to authorize Commandeur van Angelbeek to disburse the money. 
. ·.It is agreed to requil'fj the Reformed Church Council of this town to supply two comforters 

•0£ the sick for the forts of Coilan and Caliooy Ian, when they get them out from the Netherlands. 

Page 20). 

It is agreed to give the repairs of the fortifications on the Malabar coast out on oontraot 
henoef~th and on such conditions as are laid down in Appendix No. 5 at the end ••f Mt·. Moena' 
'' Memoir"· 

Page 208 . 

. It is.agreed to order Commandeur van Ang~lbeek to try to sell the scattered fields of ~h$ 
Company in the territory of Travancore, ao~ordtng to the proposal o~ Mr. Moens, to the king 
of' .Travanoore, for a sum somewhat proportioned to the revenue, whtoh the Company draws 
from them. ' · 

Page 211. 

It is agreed to demand fro~ Ma!abar another 100 head of sepoys beijides the 120 whn ure 
still wanting to make up the prevtons mc\ent. 

Page 214. 

'· The rivate oollcotion of pepper being now intro~uoed,,it is agraed to authorise Oom~~n-
' .., PA elbeek to continue it if he also trades wtthlnvate traders, but only on condil!on 
... eurvan ng ' · h f 'kl t fit d 'th '· that he does not 'llurohase a greater quant1ty than e can tspose o qmo y a a pro , an wt 

'th 
commendation that the purchases should be made secret! y. 

ere 67 
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Page 216. 

It is agreed t.o reaommend the administration to try again whethet• it would b~ possible 
to collect Sorat piece-goods for the Company through ~e , northern merohants1 espeotally now 
that, in all prohllbility, the Company's factory at Surat.ts 1n the hands of the ~.nglish. 

Page 217. 

On ~count of the conditions of the pre,:ent time it is resolved and agreed to order 
Commandeur van Angelbeek to correspond with Mr. Falck, the Governor of Ceylon, regarding 
the sale of pepper on· the Malabar Coast, and to authorize him to dispose of so mnoh of this 
article sa will not be required in Ceylon during the present uncertainty about t~e desp~tch of 
ships to the Nether lands with oargoes for home. 

Page 218. 

With re!!lll'd to the prices of the goods in the various places named by M.r. Moens it is 
agreed to 0;der the administration to forward successive advioes here in order that we may 
"oasn quo" regulate ourselves by them when despatching merchandiso. 

Page 219. 

Iu the same way it is a..,o-reed to order the administration to furnish this Government with 
a statement of the different kinds of piece-goods which are imported by the Bomharas, and als<> 
of the pieces for which these cloths can he obtained in a few parcels, and how much " casu quo,. 
might be obtained if wanted. 

Page 220 .. 

It is also agreed to order the administration to forward a ~ample of the saltpetre which th& 
sibar8 of Bajapur as a rule import, the price for which this " silt " can be bought being noted. 

Page 226, 

With regard to the taking over of the " permitted " cargoes of the ship authorities for the 
Company it is agreed to leave that on the same footing as it is, recommending the Commandeur 
to go to work in the matter according to the best of his judgment. 

Page 243. 

In order to be qnite precise aud to prevent a wrong conception, Commandeur van Angelbeelr. 
will be informed that the contrary of the power of staying e:a:ecution, for well-grounded 
re11110ns, of criminal sentences, which has been given to the Administratore in Chie~ is not 
properly described as " approval " of the csae and Hentence, but that the Administratom have 
only to " assent" to the execution being carried out to show that it appears to them that there· 
are no reasons why the execution of the sentence should be stayed. 

Page 2-!4. 

In spite of the good object Mr. Moens bas in making his remark that an Administrator 
migb.t in the cases quoted ask for the papers in civil snits just to look at them, Commandenr 
van Angelbe~k will be instructed to make use of this device, in itself really inadmissible, as 
little as posstble, the more so because such a demand for the records would not only be useless 
but it would also include notable prejudice to the judge who, the sentence having been passed, 
is undoubtedly fundus officio but upon whom however, in so far as it is within the judge's pro· 
vinoe, lie.s, ~f 1:!-o ~ppeal is made, tb~ executi~n of the sel!-teuce pronounced, which ia an important 
part of hlJI]urJBd!CtlOn, and further 1f appeallS made, he l8 only bound to send the case to the judge· 
"ad quem" in order if be thinks it advisable, to maintain aud to answer for his sentence to him. 

Page 244. 

- Farther, it being noted that Mr. Moens by the " Fatalia prosecntionis" really means the 
"Fata!ia appellation.is :•, to give ~lief against the lapse of these" Fatalia '' belongs to the judge· 
of appeal, becanse this IS a matter m res~ect of which the party mnst be heard and which muat 
he determined before an " application ' can be made and such suitd are, as usually follows 
decided by "interination ". ' 

It belongs to the judge of appeal alone to grant "aota pro Deo" and in the~e snits the· 
ad verse party is sometimes heard previonsly according to oiroumstances because he may be 
considerably prejudiced, 

Pal!'e 244. 

Altho~g~, when appeal ?as been refused in civil cases, an administrator may from moti~es 
of hmnawty mform the lostog party that the way of appeal nevertheless lies open by direct 
application to the judge "ad quem", yet it might be inconsistent with the obaracter of an 
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.Ad!lliD;istre.tor in Chief; for if snob information is given in the case of an interlocutory sentence 
wh!Ch IS alterable at the final hearing and from which aooordingly no appeal is possible, snob. 
e;ction would no~ be consistent with the charge laid on .Administrators in Chief in their oommis• 
s10n to see that nght and justice is administered among the people both in criminal and civil oases. 

Persons. who have to obey a sentence which has been pronounced and also those who have 
gained something by it, must, in case there is an obscurity in the sentence, ask the judge for an 
explanation, and it is only in case of his refusal that an ~dministrator may recommend the judge 
to remove the obscurity a~d to make the sentenoe clear. . 

Page ~44. 

The grant of concessions snob as " relief substantial ", " cession ", " respite ", '' attermina· 
tion" and others which are USMlly granted with "oommittimns" to the judge would not in any 
case appertain to the Administrato1· in Chief only, hut the officials in the out.faotodes will be 
very strictly limited in regard to granting of the same and instructed to accord such concessions 
as little as possible and only for very good rellllons. 

·Page 245. 

In criminal cases the procedure must, in conformity with the law, start as " extraordinary ", 
but the judge, when he" returns" the application and the docnUJents by which the liscal tries 
to justify the same, must decide, with all possible care, whether the orime is clearly r•roved or 
whether further proofs and elucidation are necessary, and whether the facts constitute a case 
which should be proceeded with as "extraordinary " or give the accused the right to be tried 
"ordinarily " ; and since clear and lucid instructions for judges of out-factories will be found 
in the 4th part of the rough soheme, or manner of proceeding, composed by the late Mr. Louis 
Taillefort, Councillor Extraordinary, the same should as fat as possible serve for information 
and guidance. 

Page 245. 

If the fiscal were required to start the procedure " ordinario modo '' when it appears from 
the informations obtained by him that the accused takes refuge in ev88ions, which require 
examination, it would tend to the prejudice of the fiscal and of the rights of tho Company. 

Moreover the " extraordinary " procedure W88 prescribed in order that enquiries might be 
made ~uickly and publicly about a.ll the details of the case, but if the case is taken up'' ordinario 
[modo J " the examination of the accused ceases and also the confronting of him either with his 
accomplices or with the witnesses, and it is just by these means that the most effective enquiry 
can be made about the evasions with which the accuaed tries to help himself. The Commandenr 
should always observe this precaution. 

Page 247. 

By 11 number of orders laid down from time to time both by the Worshipful Seventeen 
and this Government regarding the administration of justice, it has been provided already that 
justice must have ita free course and must not bc hampered by any political measnrss, so long 
88 the judge exercises his functions in a proper manner and cases are d1sposed of 88 justice requires 
and every one obtains justice quickly, well and conclusively; to which attention must be paid by 
the authorities, and so in the first place by the Administrators in Chief; for it is this that pro· 
perly speaking is prescribed and recommended to an Administrator in his commission ; accordingly 
the watchful eye, which an Administrator is bound to keep on theRe things, muet not intimi• 
date or oreate obstacles; but when a really bad administration of justice requires to be provided 
against then it will be the duty of an Administrator in Chief to enquire carefully and, with 
advice ~f his Council, to concert the necessary redress; hut the matter is so delicate that rscourse 
muet not be had to such measures save in cases of extreme necessity and with all possible prudence ; 
which prudent circumspection will be recommended to Commandeur van Angelbeek. 

Page 248. 

Although the evils which ma;r result from em~loying na~ve interpreters is a .defect which 
can hardly be rsmedied and which concern especially the Jndgo and the public prosecutor, 

· Commandeur van Angelbeek will be ordered to keep two l!:urope~ boy~, who hav.e been ordered 
b M.r. Moens to leam the native langnage1 and to use them as mterpreters, 88 1~ the custom 
h~e also, with instructions to propose to th1s Government what pay should bo g1ven to tbsm 
from time to time. 

Page 248. 

Again it is resolved and agreed to recommend t~ the C~mmandeur. van Ang~lbeek for his. 
· formation and guidance the further contents of this memo1r, upon which no speo1al oommente 
~ave been made, or orders p1111sad, together with the foregoing remarks and resolutions. 
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Page 248. 

And lastly it is resolved to thank Mr. Moens for the trouble taken in writing this paper ; 
the thanks of the Government being accordingly hereby uonveyed to his Worship. 

Batavia, in the Castle, lOth September 1781, 

By· m·der of the Right 'YV orshipful the Governor-General and Council of Indi~. 

H. GOETBLOED, 

. Secretary, 


