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Pune: The district adminis-
tration has decided to en-
gage the services of the Col-
lege of Engineering Pune
(COEP) and the Gokhale In-
stitute of Politics and Eco-
nomics to conduct a third
party audit of all the works
taken up under the state gov-
ernment’s ‘Jalayukta Shiv-
ar’ programme, which aims
to strengthen water sources

In rural parts.
“The administration

wants to ensure quality and
durability of each work. We
will sign a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with
the two institutes in the next
few days,” said district col-
lector Saurabh Rao.

The institutions will con-
duct random checks of
works, prepare a report on
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various parameters and sub-
mit it to the district collector.
The collector will recom-
mend further action if a pro-
ject is found to be of substan-
dard quality or if it is being
delayed without reason.

Rao said the administra-
tion will click photographs
of each project and upload
them on the website with ge-
otagging.

The ‘Jalayukta Shivar
programme aims to make
v1llaues drought-free. Most

thening of water sources
and construction of small
dams and ponds to Increase

water-holding capacity. So
far the administration has
taken up over 120 such works
in rural parts. AS many as
198 villages have been identi-
fied under the programine.

According to a district
administration official, 1m-
portance is being given to
people’s participation in the
programme. About 52 villag-
es have been adopted by 32 1n-
dustrial houses to take up ir-
rigation-related WOrKS.
Works worth Rs 7 crore have
been taken up by industries,
the official said.

The administration also
plans to repair water supply
schemes in rural parts at an
expenditure of Rs 25 Crore.



