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PREFACE 

LoRD 'nE VILLIERS was born in the simple agricultural South 
Africa of 1842; he entered the Cape Parliament in 1867, the year 
in which the gold and diamond discoveries set in motion the 
economic revolution that has made the South Africa of to-day; 
he died in the first month of the Great War. His public life thus 
fell in the most complicated and controversial period of his 
country's history. It has been impossible to take the history for 
granted and concentrate on the man himself. That method 
presupposes a wide-spread knowledge of the last sixty years in, 
South Africa, a knowledge which does not exist for the sufficient 
reason that the story has, in great part, still to be written. I 
have not attempted to write that history here ; but Lord ,de 
Villiers' papers touch so intimately Ofl events of political import· 
ance, there is so much in them that calls for explanation, that I 
have had to make his biography a running commentary, as far 
as possible from his point of view, on the South African history 
of his day. 

Two interests dominated his life-the law and federation. 
His influence on the development of South African law was 
greater than that, of any other man, for he presided over the 
senior court in South Africa for more than forty years. By 1875 
he had made his name as a judge and had outlined the judicial 
reforms for which he fought throughout his life. I have, there· 
fore, broken the chronological order at that point and given the 
legal side of the story as a connected whole in Chapters V. and 
VI. I have submitted those chapters to several members of the 
Supreme Court bench and I have to thank them, all, especially Sir 
:Malcolm Searle, Mr. Justice F. G. Gardiner and ~r. Justice E. F. 
Watermeyer, for helpful criticism. 

Aptut from his work as, a judge, Lord de Villiers took a keen 
interest in politics. Most of his political work had to be done 
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sub rosa, much of it bore little immediate fruit, but all of it was 
directed towards the federation of the South African states and 
colonies under the British Crown. It is well to see this issue, on 
which so.much of the history of S.outh Africa turns, through the 
eyes of one who had a balanced affection for England and South 
Africa, who was in daily touch with politicians, and who yet, as 
Chief Justice, stood au dessus du combat. 

It is this central and detached position which gives de Villiers' 
life its peculiar interest. He belonged to no p'olitical_party and, 
with his judicial mind and training, he saw both sides of each 
question so clearly that, at times, his action was seriously impeded. 
" If I were to address an appeal to them," he ruefully confessed 
when asked to use his influence to check the ~pread of rebellion 
in Cape Colony in 1901, "'I should have to admit that there have 
been faults on both sides." I would ask any _reader, especially 
any South African reader, who may chance upon this book, to 
read that statementinto every page of it. . . 

Among the mass of documents at Wynberg House are notes on 
certain episodes in his life which he wrote about the year 1903. 
I have used these merely to fiiupplement his letters and other 
papers. Those papers begin with a diary which he kept when he 
set out as a student to Utrecht in 1861 ; they end with a di~ry 
in which he recorded his experiences as acting-Governor-General 
during the fatal July and August of· 1914. Between them lie 
letters from all the High Commissioners, all the Presidents,· and 
most of the leading politicians and officials, Imperial, Colonial 
and Republican, of his time. There are also original lett"ebs of 
his own, besides many copies of letters sent (for he was a method· 
ical man) and drafts of letters part only of which were sent (for 
he was also a cautious man) but which for that very reason tell 
the more clearly what he actually thought. It is on these docu· 
ments that I have relied. For instance, the chapter on the 
retrocession of the Transvaal in 1881 is based on his draft of the 
Pretoria Convention with his corrections and marginal notes, 
and the chapters on the National Convention on his correspond· 
ence as President-of that assembly. 

Besides the papers at Wynberg House; I have been privileged 
to read part of the correspondence of the Rt. Hon. J. X. Merriman, 
the Hofmeyr papers in the S. A. Public Library in Cape Town, 
letters shown me by Lord Selborne which fill gaps in the National 
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Convention period, and, owi.ng to the kindness of Lord Loch and 
the Dowager Lady Loch, the two unpublished volumes of the 
late Lord· Loch's South African correspondence. The extracts 
from Lord Loch's letters here published are, however, taken from 
those in the de Villiers collection. 

Apart from letters, I have received information from many, 
both in South Africa and Great Britain, who knew Lord de 
Villiers well, notably the late Dowager Lady de Villiers, Mr. 
Justice Melius de Villiers, his brother, Lord and Lady de Villiers 

. and Sir John Kotze. It is impossible for me to mention by name 
all who have thus helped me, but they must take it that my 
gratitude is none the less sincere. I have also to thank the many. 
correspondents of the late Chief Justice who have readily given 
me leave to publish their letters, and, finally, Mr. A. C. G. Lloyd, 
the other members of the staff of the S. A. Public Library, and my 
wife for help at various stages of my work. · 

UNIVERSITY OF (APE TOWN, 

Septclllbcr I~)2.j. 

. ERIC A. WALKER. 
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1828-34. Judicial ~ystem of Cape Colony organised under Royal 
' Charters. Sir John Wylde, Chief Justice. 
1837-39. Winburg, Natal and Potchefstroom republics founded. 
1842. May. British ocrupy Port Natal ... June 15. De Villiers 

born. 
1845. Roman-Dutch civil law of the Cape extended to Natal; Re· 

corder's Court. Andries-Ohrigstad republic founded. 
1847-48. Crown Colony of British Kaffraria and Orange River 

Sovereignty founded. . · · 
1849. Nominal union of Transvaalers. 
1852. January. Sand River Convention (Transvaal independent). 
1853. De Villiers enters South African College, Cape Town ... Parlia-

mentary institutions granted to the Colony. 
1854. March. Bloemfontein Convention (Orange Free State inde

pendent) ... Utrecht republic organised ... May. Death of 
de Villiers' father . .. December. Sir George Grey as Governor. 

1856-7. Natal separated from the Cape as a Crown Colony; Supreme 
Court on the Cape model. 

1858. January. Union of Zoutpansberg and S. A. Republic ••. 
Rustenburg Grondwet ... Sir John Hodges, C. J. 

1859. Failure of Grey's federation scheme ... (Italian war of libera
tion). 

r86o. Lydenburg-Utrecht joins the S. A. Republic. 
1861. February. De Villiers sails for Holland . .. (American War of 

Secession). · · 

1862. Cape Statute Law published ... Dutch Reformed Synod leads 
to acute ecclesiastical controversies ... (September. Bismarck 
in power in Prussia) ... October. De Villiers goes to Berlin. 

1863. June s. De Villiers enters at the Inner Temple. 
1864. Eastern Districts Court established ... (Danish war ... Quebec 

Federation Convention). . 
1865. June.' Basuto war ... November 17. De Villiers called to the 

English Bar, 
xi 
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1866. January 18. De Villiers called to the Cape Bar . .. April. 
Treaty of Thaba Bosigo ... British Kaffraria incorporated in 
the Colony ... (Jamaica reduced to status of Crown Colony). · 

1867. April. First diamond found at Hopetown ..• June 15. De 
Villiers elected M.L.A. for Worcester ... July. Basuto war ... 
December. Gold at Tati .•. (Dominion of Canada and North 
German Confederation formed ... British Reform Act). 

1868. Sir Sidney Smith Bell, C.J .•.. March. Annexation of 
Basutoland ... April. Annexations by Pretorius. 

1869. February. Treaty of Aliwal North ... June. Brand offers de 
Villiers post as judge in O.F.S . ... July. Transvaal-Portu· 
guese treaty ... Diamonds on Vaal and H_arts ... (Suez Canal 
opened). 

1870. First Synod of Anglican Church of the Province-of S. Africa ... 
August. Waterboer asks to be taken over as a British subject 
..• Diamonds found at Dutoitspan ... (H.M. garrisons. with-
drawn from Australia and New Zealand). · 

1871. March. De Villiers' marriage . •• serves on Cape Federation 
Commission and discusses South African Confederation with· 
Brand ... August. Cape takes over Basutoland ... October. 
Keate Award. ~ . British annex Griqualand West. Recorder's 
Court at Kimberley •.. (January. German Empire pro· 
claimed). 

1872. july. Burgers President of the S. A. Republic ... November.· 
ResponSible Government act passed ... December z. [!e 
Villiers Attorney-General in Molteno ministry. · · 

1873. De Villiers introduces University and Seven Circles bills • .. Rev. 
S. J. du Toit starts the " Eerste Taal Beweging" (Afrikaans) 
... Langalibalele rising in Natal ... December 9. De Vill_iers 
Chief Justice. (English Supreme Court of Judicature act). .. · 

1874. (February. Carnarvon Colonial Secretary.) ... July. · De 
V illiers chairman of Judicial Reform Commission ... Judg
ments in Alexander v. Perry and Hough v. van der Merwe .•• 
O.F.S. High Court founded on Cape model ... (New federal 
constitution in Switzerland). 

1875. May. Carnarvon's Confederation despatch ... June. Judg· 
ment in de Villiers v. Cape Divisional Council . .• July. Mac• 
Mahon's Delagoa Bay Award ... Du Toit founds" Di Patriot" 
.. , (British Merchant Shipping act). 

1876. May. De Villiers' address on the language question· . •. (Brussels 
conference on Africa) ... July. Failure of Transvaal attack 
on Secocoeni .•. August. Carnarvon's conference in London 
... (English Appellate Jurisdiction act). 

1877. De Villiers arranges scheme of Col!federation with Brand and 
criticizes Carnarvon's Permissive Bill . .. High Court in S. A. 
Republic on the Cape model ... March 31. Sir Bartle Frere 
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arrives •.• April 12. Shepstone unexpectedly annexes the 
Transvaal ... De Villiers knighted ..• September. Kaffir war. 

ISiS. Carnarvon resigns ... February. Sprigg's ministry ..• August. 
Hofmeyr founds the " Boeren Beschermings Vereeniging" ... 
November. De Villiers chairman of lAw Amendment Commission. 

I8i9- January. Isandhlwana •.. April. British cabinet censures 
Frere ... July. Afrikander Bond founded ... Cape Court of 
Appeal founded ... ·November. Judgments in Kok v. the 
Queen _and Upington v. Solomon and Dormer ... Secocoeni 
submits .•. (Gladstone in Midlothian). 

188o. February-March. Crown Colony institutions in Transvaal ..• 
(April. Gladstone takes office) ... June. De Villiers' Educa· 
tion Commission reports • .. August. Judgr~~ent in Merriman v. 
Williams . .• September. Exit Frere. Basuto War of Dis
armament ... October. Griqualand West incorporated with 
the Colony •.. December. Transvaal War of Independenee. 

I88I. April 29. Sir Hercules Robinson's Basuto Award. Wood and 
de Villiers open sittings of Transvaal Royal Commission at New
castle ... August 3. Pretoria Convention signed. 

1882. (Tel-el-Kebir ••• German Colonial Society founded) ... Brand 
and de Villiers awarded the K.C.M.G . .•. High Court of Griqua
land West on Cape model •.• Transvaal raises qualifications for 
franchise to five. years' residence ••• December. Republic of 
Goshen proclaimed. 

1883. May. Liideritz at Angra Pequena ••. August. Republic of 
Stellaland proclaimed. 

1884. February. Convention of London •.. April. New Republic 
in Zululand. Mackenzie in Bechuanaland ... August. Ger
many annexes Namaqua-Damaraland ..• September. Kruger's 
" annexation "of Goshen ... Monopoly to Netherlands Railway 
Company •.. November. M'Corkindale case •.. December. 
British annex St. Lucia Bay. · · 

xSSs. Warren's expedition ... September. British Bechuanaland 
and (November) Protectorate proclaimed .•. (Attempt to form 
Australian Federal Council). 

1886. January. Brand suggests Customs Union. Kruger asks for 
Customs agreement and extension of Cape railways. Cape 
refuses ... De Villiers proposes formation of S. A.· Appeal 
Court and admission of colonial judges to the Privy Council . .• 
Cape Court of Appeal abolished ... July. Transvaal refuses 
Cape request for Customs Union ... September. \Yitwaters-
rand goldfields proclaimed. 

1887. First colonial Conference .. : July. Grobler-Lobengula treaty • 
. . . September. New Republic joins the S.A.R. De Villiers 
chairma" of Diamond Lau·s Commission •.• December. Doms 
case. 
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1888. February. Moffat-LobenguLa. treaty ... ~larch. De Beers 
Consolidated formed ... ~fay. De Villurs defends Robinsou's 
policy in London and (June) declines to stand for Free State 
presidency on death of Brand • .. July. Grobler-Khama con· 
troversy ... August. Judgment on De Beers amalgamation .•. 
October. Rudd concession. 

I 889. ~larch. Transvaal-Free State defensive alliance ... 1Iay. 
Exit Robinson ... July. Cape-Free State Customs Union ... 
October. Charter to B.S.A. Company. Rhodes joins hands 
with Hofmeyr. De!agoa Bay railway reaches Transvaal soil ... 
December. Railway beyond Kimberley begun. Sir Henry 
Loch arrives ... (Washington Panamerican Congress). ' 

1890. January. British ultimatum. to Portu.gal ... ~larch. Con· . 
ference at Blignaut's Pont •.. De Villiers decli.nes to sit on local 
B.S.A. Board ... Collapse of Bowler Trek. Transvaal raises 
qualifications for franchise to fourteen years' residence ... June. 
Bechuanaland Order-in-Council ... July. · Anglo-German 
treaty. Rhodes Prime ~linister ... August. Anglo-Portuguese 
and First Swaziland Conventions ... September. Salisbury 
founded. 

1891. De Villiers presses his judicial reforms ... June. Order-in
Council extends Cape law over Europeans a.'l far as the Zambezi. 
Anglo-Portuguese Convention. Adendorff Trek ... November. 
B.S.A. Company acquires Lippert concession. Sivewright· 
railway agreement with Transvaal. 

1892. Cape adopts English Company Law .•. National "Gnion formed 
by Rand "Gitlanders ... (August. Gladstone takes office) ... 
November. De Villiers visits Transvaal with a vie-dl to standing 
for the presidency. . 

1893. April-1lay. Cabinet negotiations between Rhodes and de Villiers . 
. . . May. De Villiers declines to stand for Free State presidency 
... June. Responsible Government in Natal. Loch ..,:isits 
Pretoria .•.. October. :Matabele war. 

1894. Rhodes wins general election ... ()!arch. Rosebery succeeds 
Gladstone) ... May-September. De Villiers at Ottawa Colonial 
Conference .•• June. Loch visits Pretoria ... July. ~lata
beleland Order-in-Council ... August. Glen Grey act ... 
Rhodes obliged to give up idea of buying Delagoa Bay. 

I 895. January. Rhodes in London preaching federation " within the 
year." Cape-Transvaal railway war .•• April. _Exeunt Loch 
and Hofmeyr. De Villiers declines to come foru;ard as Prime 
Minister • •• Uune. Chamberlain Colonial Secretary} ... July. 
Judgment in case of Sigcau .•• August 28-November s. Drifts 
Crisis .•• November. De Villiers declines to stand for O.F.S. 
presidency ••. December 29. Jameson Raid. 

1896. January. De Villiers offers his services as Prime Jlinister. 
Sprigg forms ministry ... ~larch. Steyn President of O.F.S. 



CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE XV 

... l\Iatabele rebellion; Mashona rise in June ... April. De 
Villiers !lPPointed to the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council 
... September. Bloemfontein Customs Conference ... Ill· 
judged Transvaal legislation. Failure. of de Villiers' attempts to 
form a federal university. 

1897. March. De Villiers intervenes in "Judges Crisis" at Pretoria. 
Henceforzmrd he and Steyn urge Kruger to set his house in order. 
Transvaal-Free State federal alliance ... April. Van Boe-
schoten's "independence" despatch ... May. Arrival of Sir 
Alfred . Milner ... July. De· Villiers sworn in and delivers 
judgment in Privy Council. Committee of No Inquiry reports. 
Chamberlain " whitewashes " Rhodes ... October. Chamber· 
lain's ·.,Suzerainty" despatch ... Kruger waters down the 
report of his Industrial Commission. 

I 898. January-March. Cape Legislative Council elections ... Feb
ruary. Kruger dismisses Kotze, C.] . ... March. Milner at 
Graaff Reinet ... April. Renewal of Customs Union, including 
Natal. (First German naval law) ..• September. Cape As
semblj elections. (Omdurmao) ... October. S. Rhodesia 
Order-in-Council. Schreiner Prime Minister of the Colony ... 
November. Milner goes to England. Renewed agitation on 
the Rand. 

I 899. Merriman tries to arrange conference of S. African governments 
... February. Milner ret~rns ... April. De Villiers goes to 
Pretoria to arrange conference between High Commissioner 
and Presidents ... May-June. Bloemfontein Conference ... 
October. War. 

1900. Fall of Schreiner ministry ... (July. Australian Common
wealth act) ..• Au.gust. Publication of the " Bloemfontein 
letters " ... October. " Khaki" election in United King· 
dom ... December. Martial Law extended over most of 
the Colony. 

1901. January. Merriman and Sauer go on peace mission to England. 
De Villiers follows them, but breaks down. Judicial reorganisa· 
tion in Transvaal and O.R. Colony ..• November. The Marais 
judgment ... December. Modus vivendi with Mozambique. 

1902. De Villiers receives Cape LL.D . .•. March. Death of Rhodes 
•.. May 31. Peace of Pretoria (Vereeniging) ... May-June. 
Attempts to suspend the Cape constitution. De Villier~ offers 
to return to political life to help stop the movement ... July·August. 
Judgments in cases of Smit and van Reenen ... December. 
Chamberlain visits S. Africa. 

1903. January. Hofmeyr revives Taalbond ..• March. S: A. Cus
toms Union. 

1904. Januar)t. Botha forms Het Volk party. First cargo of 
Chinese labourers arrives ... February. Jameson Prime 
1Iinister in the Colony. Steyn returns to S. Africa. 
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1904-6. Partial reform of Cape Courts on de Villiers' lines . .. Herero 
revolt in G.S.W.A .... November. Kruger's funeral. 

1905. February. Interim report of Railway Conference ... April. . 
Lord Selborne High Commissioner. Lyttelton Constitution ... 
Steyn forms Die Oranje Unie ... (Campbell-Bannerman takes 
office.] · 

1906. March. Customs Conference at Pietermaritzburg ... Native 
rising in Natal followed by another in Zululand ... West Ridg
way Commission. 

1907. February. Botha Prime Minister of T~ansvaal ... April. 
Botha, at the Colonial Conference, proposes S. A. Court of Appeal 
... June. Publication of Selborne-Jameson correspondence· 
... December. Fischer Prime Minister.o£ O.R. Colony. 1 

1908. February. Merriman Prime Minister of Cape Colony. Merriman· 
Smuts-de Villiers correspondence on closer union ... May-August. 
De Villiers in London and Quebec . .. May. Pretoria Confer· 
ence ... October 12. De Villiers President of the National Con
vention at Durban. · . 

1909. January-February. Cape Town Sessions of Convention: .•. 
Bloemfontein Sessions .. ~ June. De Villiers sails for England 
in advance of drafting delegation. 

1910. Lord Gladstone Governor-General ... May 31. Union Act in 
force. De Villiers created Baron and (June 4) opens Appellate 
Division as Chief Justice of the Union ... N0vember 4- Parlia
ment opened. 

1912. July-November. De Villiers acting-Governor-General: . :De· 
cember. Botha reforms his ministry without Hertzog. 

1913. May. Rand strike ... Land act ... July. Death of Sauer. 
1914. January. General strike ... July 27. De Villiers goe~. to 

Pretoria as acting-Governor-General . .• August 4- War de· 
clare d. Botha returns from S. Rhodesia ... August Is. Treur· 
fontein meeting ... September 2. Death of de Villiers . .. 
September 8. Lord Buxton arrives as Governor-General. Sir 
James Rose- Innes appointed Chief Justice, 
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Benning 11. Union Government, 499. 
Brown 11. Leyds, 289. 
Burton 11. Rhodes and Hill, 326. 
Conradie 11. Rossouw, 86. 
Cook Bros. 11. Colonial Government, 

259· 
Crewe v. Botha, 325. 
De Villiers v. Cape Divisional 

Council, 71, 87. 
De Waal11. Sivewright, 326. 
Doms 11. Bok, 191. 
E. Telegraph Co. v, Cape Town 

Tramways, 87. 
Esmael v. Permamode, 89, 433· 
Galliers v. Rycroft, 89. 
Gauder v. Dassenaike, 89, 312. 
Gifford 11. Table Bay Dock Com-

missioners, 91, 
Green v. Fitzgerald, 85. 
Harding v. Sauer, 326. 
Hess y. the State, 289. 
Hiddingh v. Denijssen, 87. 
Hiddingh v. :Executors of Hiddingh, 

87. 
Hough v. Van der Merwe, 70. 
Kok v. the Queen, 142. 

Cases: 
Laubscher 11. Rive, 38. 
McCorkindale 11. Bok, 190. 
Marais v. 0. C. Communications, 

387·8, 401. 
Merriman v. Williams, 178-9. 
Molyneux 11. Natal Land Co., 417 . 
0. R. Asbestos Co. v. Hirsche, 87. 
Phillipps 11. Central Diamond Min-

ing Co., 196. 
Rex 11. van Reenen and Smit, 87. 
Seaville 11. Colley, 82. 
"Sigcau case," 94, 242, 258-6o, 287, 

301, 312, 325. 
Soeker v. Colonial Government, 87. 
Stadler v. Stadler, 68. 
" Star of South Africa" Case, 48. 
Strickland 11. Strickland, 8g, 433· 
Union S.S. Co. v. Dock Commission, 

87. -
United Mines of Bultfontein 11. de 

Beers, 89 
Upington v. Solomon and Dormer, 

141·3· 
Vermaak 11. Palmer, 70. 
Van Heerden v. Weise, 70. 
Visser v. du Toit, 38. 
Whittaker v. Borough of Durban, 

494· 
Carnarvon, Earl of, 104, no, 123, 

126-9, 135 ; see also De V. II. 
Cetewayo, 32, 125, 130, 137, 180. 
Chamber of Mines, 268, 303-4, 4n-2. 
Chamberlain, Joseph, II9, 140, 248, 

270; (policy, 1896) 274, 277, 282; . 
(on breaches of London Conven
tion) 298-9, 301, 305-6; (on 
Suzerainty) 314-5, 328-57, 374• 
408 : (visit to South Africa) 
410-1, 416; see also De V. II. 

Chartered Company; see B. S. A. 
Company. . 

Charter of Justice, 73, 103, u6. 
Chief Justice, 66-8, 488-9; see also 

De V. III. 
Chinese Labour, 375, 390, 412, 417-21, 

429. 
Church, Anglican, 29, 42, 177, 
Church, Dutch Reformed, 8, 9, 14, 42. 
Cloete, Sir H., 37, 78. 
Cloete, P. A.M.; see De V. II. 
Closer Union; see Confederation. 
Colenso, Bishop, 29, 138. 
Colley, Sir G. P., 150, 153-4. 324. 
Colonial Ministers ; see De V. III. 
Colonial Union, The, 324. 
Commandeering; see De V. III. 
Commissions : 

Diamond Laws (1887), 194. 
Education (188o), 147, 278. 
Federation, Cape (1871), 53· 
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Commissions : 

Gold Laws, 186. 
Judicial (1874-5), 97· 
Law Amendment (1878), 79· 
Native Affairs (1905), 416. 
Native Locations, 161-2. 
Protectorates, 450, 455-9, 483-4· 
Transvaal, Grondwet (1897), 311, 

317, 
Transvaal, Industrial (1897), 304, 

315. 
Transvaal, Royal (1881), 154-64. 
WestRidgway(19o6),.p8; see also 

DeV. II. 
Committee of Inquiry (Cape), 272-4; 

(Imperial) 274-5. 284, 299, 314. 
Compounds; see De V. III. 
Concentration Camps, 381-2, 386-8, 

390-2, 410. 
Concessions Policy, 186, 374· 
Conciliation; see De V. III. 
Confederation (Federation, Closer 

Union), 7, 54; (Carnarvon's 
scheme) 122, 135, 149: (Rhodes's 
scheme) 211, 257, 262-3, 268, 322, 
328, 342, 374• 386; (Suspension) 
393·5. 403, 409, 411 : (final 
movement) 414-6, 423-4 ; see 
also De V. III. 

Conferences : 
Berlin (1884), 185. 
Blignaut's Pont (1890), 209. 
Bloemfontein (1899), 334-40. 
Brussels (1876), 130. 
Colesberg (1893), 239. 
Colonial (1887), 189; (1894) 244-9; 

see also De V. II.; (1907) II4, 
120, 189, 244, 420, 

Confederation (1876), 129. 
Imperial (1911), 120, 495-6. 
Premiers' (1902), no, 370, 395, 402. 
Railways and Customs (1888). 197; 

(1889) 205; (1895) 255: (1896) 
277: (1903) 410-2; (1905) -416-8. 
( 1908) 426, 435· 

Connaught, Duke of, 492. 
Connor, Chief Justice Sir H., 37, 65, 

67, 8x. 
Consideration (causa), 84-5. 
Consolidated Goldfields Company, 

242, 258. 
Constitutions : 

Cape Colony (1872), 55· 
Lyttelton (Transvaal, 1905), 416-7. 
0. R. Colony (1907), 421 424. 
Transvaal (Republican), 288-9; see 

also De V. III.; (1906) 420. 
Union ; see De V. III. 

Conventions : 
Anglo-Portuguese (1890-1), 211, 

216, 

Conventions: 
Geneva (1896), 283. 
London (1884), 180-2, 262, 270, 277, 

282-3, 298, 301, 327, 336, 343• 
346. 352. 

Pretoria (1881), 164-5. 332. 
Swaziland (1890-4), 209-10, 239, 

253· 
Courts: 

Appeal (Cape), 76, 97-9; see also 
De V. III. 

Appeal (S. African), 85-6, no, 420, 
438, 489, 493-5; see also De V. 
III. 
(of) Cape Colony, 97-8. 

Circuit, 76; see also De V. II., III. 
Circuit, Eastern, g8, 101. 
Circuit, Western, 61, 69, g8. 
Divisional (Cape) 86, 109. 
Eastern Districts, 33, 37. 65, 69, 73. 

g8, IOI, 105-6. 109, 320, 453· 
High (Griqualand W.), 87, 106, 109, 

176 .. 
High (O.F.S.), 43. 74· xos. 166, 295· 
High (Transvaal), 7-4. 240, 288-91, 

318, 331. 
Local Divisions (Union), 464, 476. 
Natal Native, 74· 
Provincial Divisions (Union), 454, 

464. 476. 
Single judge, 98 ; see also De V. III. 
Special (Kimberley), 107. 
Supreme (Cape), 21, 37· 73· 78, 

97-8, 214; see also De V, III. 
Supreme (Natal), 73. 105. 
Supreme (O.F.S.), 406-7. 
Supreme (Transvaal), 406, 409. 
Supreme (Union), 115; see also De 

V. III. 
Vice-Admiralty, 69, So, 103, xoS. 
Witwatersrand, 109, 409. 

Creswell, (Colonel) F. H. P .. 415. 
Crewe, Earl, 465; see also De V. II. 
Cronje, Gen. P. A., 158,266, 341. 
Customs, 15; (Transvaal policy, x88x) 

165, 187 ; (Transvaal reforms, 
1897) 315, 391, 395; (situation, 
1908) 439, 467. 

Customs Union, 188, 200; (1889) 205, 
209, 216; (O.F.S. policy, 1897) 
291, 323, 330: (S. African Union, 
1903) 410, 415, 418, 430, 48J. 

Curtis, Lionel; set! De V. II. 

D. 
Damaraland, 124. 
Davey, Lord, S:z : se11 also De V. II. 
De Beers Company, 193, 196. 
De Beers Consolidated. 223-4. 262, 

314, J-IO• 429; set Q/so De V. 111. 
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Deep Levels, 220, 252. 
Defence Force, 498-9, 5o6 ; see also 

De V. III. , 
Delagoa Bay, 41, 47, 123-4: (Mac

Mahon Award) 128-30, 162, t8t ; 
(railway) 186-8, 223, 252-3, 302-4; 
(Modus vive11il•) 39o-1, 410: 
(railway agreement, 1909) 467, 
501 •. 

De la Rey, Gen. J. H., 387,410, 505-6; 
see also De V. II. 

Denijssen, Judge P. J., 37. 65, 68, 71. 
Derby, Earl of, 181, 200. 
De Villiers, Alida Johanna, Lady; 

see De V.ll. 
De Villiers, Carel C. (father), 3-7. 
De Villiers, Charles C. (brother). 28, 

166, 216. 
De Villiers, Percy C. (son), second 

Baron, 6o ; see also De V. II. 
De Villiers, Helena (sister), 7· 
De Villiers, Judge J ., 489. 
De Villiers, Jacob (brother), 7• 15-31, 

34· 166. 
De Villiers, John Henry, P.C., 

K.C.M.G., LL.D. (Cape), First 
Baron de Villiers of Wynberg, 
Chief Justice of the Union of 
South Africa: 

I. Characteristics : 
Chapter IX. passim. 
Activity, 8, 172. 
Advocate, ability as, 65. 
Animals, love of, 12, 170. 
Appearance, 36, 92, 172. 
Autocratic nature, 89, 105, 409. 
British Traditions, 4· 5, 358, 361, 

377-9. 389. 395. 399. 491, 497· 
Cape Peninsula, love of, 227, 

496, 501, 508. 
Caution, 221, 232, 257, 263-4. 

282, 383, 4oS, 464, 49o-1. 
Chairman of Commission, 194-5· 
Dignity, 93· 
Farming, Love of; 94, 166-9. " 
Fearlessness on Bench, 94, 14o-3. 
French decent, 3, 15, 172, 361. 
Humour, 70, 171-2, 174-5. 
Industry, 61, 65, 94, 172, 174· 
Justice. sense of, 82, 440, 472, 

474· 
Judicial powers, 82, 89, 91, 94, 

105, 1o8-9, 179. 326: (as 
member of Privy Council) 89, 
312, 387. 417, 433· 

Legal learning, 81, 433: (re
liance on Voet) 28, 91, 95, 407. 

Moderation, 132, 282, 313, 348, 
355-6. 361, 371. 373· 380, 383-4· l· 
388-9. 401, 429, 474· 

De Villiers, John Henry : 
Characteristics : 

Obstinacy, 86, soo. 
Pacific instincts, 265,345-8,355-8, 

362, 49G-2. 
Pastimes, 70, 17o-1, 173-5. 214, 

48o. 
Politics, taste for, 59, 66, 121, 

216, 493· 
Jteading,9,13, 19,23-7, 173,279· 
Shyness, 91, 174, 312, 433, 481, 
South Mrican Patriotism, 33, 

187. 358. 472. 
Thrift, 12, 43-4• 58, 103, 134. 

167-9, 432-3, 4-fO, 453, 496. 
II. Relations with: 

Asquith, H. H., 399-400, 432. 
Barkly, Sir Henry, 77. 99, 105, 

131. 
Barry, Sir J. D., to8, 268-g. 
Bond, Mrikander, 121, 177, 364. 
Botha, Gen. Louis, us. 418-20, 

450, 457. 488-g, 496-7. 503-7· 
Bowell, Macken%ie, 248. 
Brand, President J. H., 43, 51-3, 
· 129, 134. zso-6, 163-5. 189, 201. 
Brebner, Dr. J., 281-2. 
Bryce, James (Viscount), 273, 

310, 368, 373-4. 384-5· 
Buchanan, Sir E. J ., 68, 105, 

387. 
Burford-Hancock, Chief Justice 

Sir H. J. B., 117. 
Burger, Schalk, 332. 
Butler, Sir W., 324. 
Canada, 245-9, 368-9, 43o-5, 489. 
Carnarvon. Earl of, uS, 2o6. 
Chamberlain, Joseph, 144, 200, 

287; ("Bloemfontein Letters") 
372-3 ; (on Conciliation) 378-
83; (on Suspension) 398-402. 

Cloete, P. A. M., 287, 343• 374• 
385. 

Commission, West Ridgway, 
418-9. 

Conference, Bloemfontein, 332-4. 
Conference, Colonial, 244-49. 
Courts, Circuit, 69, 74• 101, 134, 

276, 42o-1. 
Crewe. Earl, 432, 479, 482-5. 
Curtis, Lionel, 473· 
Davey, Lord, 313, 346, 368, 

403-4· 
De la Rey, General, 444· 
De Villiers,Alida Johan.na(Lady), 

6o-1, 94, 194, 245, 307, 372, 
48o-6, 496. 507-8. 

De Villiers, C. Percy, 2nd Baron 
(son), 16g, 171, 245, 48z-4, 
507-8. 
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De Villiers, John Henry : · 

Relations with : 
De Villiers, Chief Justice Melius, 

(brother), 86, llJ, 151 ; (urges 
De V. to stand for O.F.S. 
Presidency) 231-2, 263-4; (on 
Besluit) 293 ; (on pre-war 
diplomacy) 337, 342-3, 346, 
35 I • 354·7, 362. 

Dobell, Richard, 248, ·301. 
Du Toit, Rev. S. J., 278. 
Esselen, Ewald, 204, 207, 233, 

242, 256. 
Executive Council, 502-3, 506. 
Fischer, Abraham, 263, 344-5, 

353·6, 444· 450, 457· 
Fitzpatrick, Judge J. C., 69, 172. 
Frere, Sir Bartle, 134, 138-9, 142. 
Gallwey, Sir M. H., 112. 
Gill, Sir D., 94· 
Gladstone, Viscount, 478, 493· 
Green, Mrs. Stopford, 368, 371, 

377o 384. 
Gregorowski, Chief Justice R., 

II3, 293·5, 317, 320. 
Grey, Earl, 434· 
Grobler, E. R., 263. 
Rely-Hutchinson, Sir W., 391, 

396, 464. 474· 
Hobhouse, Lord, 179, 312, 346, 

367-8. 
Hofmeyr, J H., (on Language 

question) 146; (political rela
tions) 189, 210, 215, 225, 231, 
235-7 ; (Ottawa, 1894) 245 ; 
(in 1897-99) JOO, 364. 

Jameson, Dr. (Sir) L. S., n5, 120, 
450, 

Jersey, Earl of, 245. 
J orissen, Dr. E. J. P., 266, 292. 
Judges' Crisis, 291-97. 
Kilpin, Sir Ernest, 171, 195. 
King-Hall, Admiral, soo, 503-4. 
Kotze, Chief Justice Sir J. G., 28, 

70 ; (on Consideration) 85 ; 
(on judical reform) 104, rog, 
112; (on Transvaal affairs) 
x8o-4,189-92, 254; (on Rhodes's 
policy) 266-73, 285-6 ; (Uni
versity refonn) 282; (Volks
raad Resolutions) 190, 288-96, 
310-2, 316-20; (reconciliation) 
414. . 

Kruger, President S. J. P., (in 
1881) 161, 203-4 218, 232; 
(Swaziland) 210; (Judges' 
Crisis) 295-7, 318; (Refonns) 
301-4, 310, 332, 346-8, 361. 

Laurier, Sir W., 363, 368-70, 400, 
Leyds, Dr. W. J., 210, 296, 303, 

353· 
w.v. 

De Villien, John Henry : 

2K 

Relations with: 
Loch, Sir Henry (Baron), 118, 

172, 261 ; (Swaziland) 210, 
253-4; (personal relations) 
214-5 ; (on Preference) 249; 
(on Rhodes's policy) 258, 263-
75, 285-6 ; (on Milner's policy) 
314, 367·8. 

McGregor, Judge A. G., nr-3, 
202. 

Mackamess, F., 306, 367. 
Merriman, John X., 43, 215, 267, 

307, 324; (Bloemfontein Con
ference) 332 ; (on peace-mak
ing) 363, 371, 376-7, 385 ; (on 
National Convention) 426-31, 
434·5. 457· 466, 480. 

Merrington, J. A., !.?• 22. 
Milner, Sir Alfred (Viscount), (on 

policy, 1897) 307-10 ; (on 
diplomacy, x8gg), r8o, 348-9, 
358-62, 373, 378, 383 ; (on 
Suspension), 400, 

Molteno, Sir John, 41, 44-6, so, 
55-6o, 66. 

Molteno, P. A., 273-4, 306. 
Moor, Sir F., 450, 457· 
Murray, Dr. Andrew, 366, 
Murray, Rev. C., 383. 
National Convention, 122,442-86. 
Nellmapius, A. H., 221. 
Porter, William, 38-9, 46, 55· 
Privy Council (reversed judg-

ments), 87, 404; (member of) 
276, 287, 312·3. 366·7· 420, 
481, 495; (judgments in) 89, 
312, 417, 432-3; (refonn of) 
ug. 

Progressives, 299, 41 3· 
Reitz, President F. W., 28; (on 

judicial reform) 113; (on Hol
landers) 186; (on O.F.S. poli
tics) 232 ; (on bilingualism) 
279; (on Transvaal reforms) 
332, 338, 346-so. 

Rhodes, C. J ., (proposed B.S.A. 
Co. Board) :zo8 ; (general 
attitude) 213; Transvaal pre
sidency) 218, 221, 233-4; 
(Prem1ership) 221-31, 234-7; 
(Ottawa Conference) 245-6; 
(1898·1902) 325, 337· 344; 
(unveils statue) 491-2. 

Robinson, Sir Hercules (Baron 
Rosmead), 117; (Transvaal 
Royal Commission) 152-64; 
(High Commissionership) 189, 
199; (Khama-Grobler affair) 
202-3 ; (Second term) 255 ; 
(1896) 276•7 
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De Villiers, John Henry : 

Relations with : 
Rose-Innes, Chief Justice Sir 

James, ns-9. 407, 446. 453·4; 
475-6, 489; ("one vote, one 
value") 474· 

Sauer, J. W., 215,267; (Cabinet 
negotiations, 1893) 227-8; 
(" Blanket case ") 121, 325 ; 
(I899-I9or) 377, 385, 391 ; 
(on Capital question} 466. 

Schreiner, W. P., (Cabinet nego
tiations, 1893) 228; (media
tion, 1899) 332, 362-3 : (Union 
Act) 481. 

Selborne, Earl of, (on Unifica
tion) 432; (Native Franchise 
and Protectorates) 446-50, 455· 
68, 479; (signature of Bills) 
478; (on Peerage) 489; ("Stoep 
politick") 493· 

Smuts, General J. C., (Bloem
fontein Conference) 332 ; 
(Appeal Court) us, 423 ; (Re
construction) 418-23; (National 
Convention) 426, 437-42, 450, 
455, 466 ; (war) 503. 

Solomon, Sir Richard, 324, 432. 
Solomon, Saul, 26, 41-2, 46, so, 

ss-8. 66. 
Solomon, Sir William, us, 453-4, 

489. 
South African College, 6-9, 391, 

414. 
Sprigg, Sir J. Gordon, 235. 
Steyn, President M. T., (Judges' 

Crisis) 297 ; (Transvaal re
forms) 303 ; (pre-war diplom
acy) 336-7, 362 ; (National 
Convention)426,444.452,485; 
(Union ministry) 498. 

Swinburne, A. C., 388-9. 
Tennant, Sir D., 273. 

'Todd, Spencer, 481, 490. ,. 
University of Cape of Good Hope, 

63·4· 280, 391. 
Walton, Sir E. H., 257. 
Wolfe Murray, Lt.-Gen. Sir 

James, 501-2, 505. 
Wood, Sir Evelyn, 156-8, 336, 489. 
Worcester, 39, 42, 46. 

III. Views on : 
Administrator, 442. 
Advocates and Attorneys, 104, 

112, 213. 
Afrikaans, (value of) 14, 146, 

278-9, 492 ; ·(language rights) 
149, 28o, 361. 

Attorney-General, position of, 
97·9· 

De Villiers, John Henry : 
Views on: 

Bars, reciprocity between S. 
African, II2, us. 213·4. 

Basutoland, 46,50. 
Bench, independence of, 102, 192. 
Besluits; see Volksraad Resolu-

tions. 
Bills, signature of, 478. 
Bond,' Afrikander, q6, 177, 364, 

402, 
Botha-Hertzog Quarrel, 497. 
Capital, 133, 461, 464-6, 471. 
Censorship, 501. 
Chamber, Second, 44, 132, 431. 
Chief Justice, position of, 97-9, 

132, 432, 
Codification, 408-9. 
Colonial Ministers, position of, 

342, 363. 
Commandeering of Uitlanders, 

250. 
Commission, Native Locations, 

161-2. 
Compounds, 195. 
Conciliation, 364-6, 370-3. 376-8, 

397·9. 404, 490·2, 497· 
Confederation, (r87r-2) 43. so-z, 

6x, 67; (187s-8r) 126, 129, 
132, 134, 163; (1886-90) 189, 
196, 213; (1890-95) 217, 228, 
261, 264; (1896-1902) JOO, 
313, 324, 357-8, 373• 379, 389 ; 
(1902·7) 405, 415, 420-1 ; 
(Union) 427, 430-I, 434· HI, 
493· 

Conference, Merriman's Round 
Table, 332. 

Consideration (causa), 54-
Constitution, Transvaal, 139, 

190, 293-4, 310-2. 
Constitution, Union, 427-8, 431, 

437•42, 451·2, 469·72, 482, 
497· 

Cooperation, 168. 
Court, Appeal, Cape, 106-7. 
Court, Appeal, S. African, (1877) 

IIO; (1886) Ill-2, II8, 189; 
(1902·9) Il4·6, 406, 421-3, 
453·5· 476·7· 494·5· 

Court, circuit, 104. 
Court, single judge, 99, 105, 109, 

409. 
Court, Supreme, Cape, 98, 101, 

105. 
Court, Supreme, Union, 453-5, 

464. 471· 
De Beers Consolidated, 196. 
Deceased Wife's Sister Bill, 58. 
Defence Force, soo-3. 
Diamond Fields, 50-1, 55· 
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De Villiers, John Henry : 

Views on: 
Diplomacy, pre-war, 337, 343-6, 

349· 353·5. 358·9. 36J, 367•70, 
379· 383. 

Education, 147· 
Education, Legal, II2, 172. 
Equity, 83·4. 
Farming, q8, 16-7-9· 
Finance, 43, 58-62. 
Flogging, 101. 
Franchise, Native, 133, 432, 441, 

448·9. 171. 
Franchise, Transvaal, 310, 332, 

336. 314·5. 355· 
Gold Mines, 168. 
Grondwet; see Constitution, 

Transvaal. 
High Commissionership, 199, 2oo, 

275· 
History, 15, 172. 
Imperialism, 305. 
Imperial Preference, 245-9. 
Indians, 174· 

f
oint Inquiry. 344·5, 358-9. 
udges' CrislS, 291, JII·2, 319. 
udicial Committee ; see Privy 
Council. 

J
udicial Economy, 103, 116. 
udicial Precedence, 116. 
udicial Reform. 64, 132, 406, 
413, 453·5. 464, 476·7· 

Jury; 104, 195, 273; (Grand) 
142. 

Justices of the Peace, 101, 
Kotze, dismissal of Chief Justice, 

318·9· 
Law, English, 79-80, 407. 
Law, Martial, 88, 375·6, 387, 397· 

403, 428·9· 
Law, No. I. of 1897, 301, 319. 
Law, Roman-Dutch, 22, 77-8, 

84. 406-8. 
Law, Scottish, 82, 313. 
Loyalty of Cape Dutch, (1888) 

201 ; (1897) 313·4; (1899) 
349. 358. 377·80, 397•9 : (1908) 
434· 

Marais Case, 387. 
Milner's Policy, 305, 309, 314, 

335·7 ; (Suspension) 396·,f:0'2. 
Ministry of Education, xoo, 147• 
Ministry of Justice, 97, xoo, n5. 
Native Policy, 5; (Native law) 42; 

(treatment of) 148, 201, 389; 
(Sigcau case) 258 ; (Union) 
416, 471. 

Pan-Afrikander Conspiracy, 367. 
Pardon, Prerogative of, 191-2. 
Parliament, Cape, 44, 62, 396. 
Parliament, Imperial, 428. 
w.v. 211:2 

De Villiers, John Henry: 
Views on: 

Parliament, Union, 132, 440-1, 
451-52· 

Peace Proposals (1901), 342. 
Permissive· Federation Bill 

(1877)· 132·4· 
Plebiscite, 428. 
Press, 297-8, 336, 355, 3]0, 379, 

388. 
Privy Council, (efficacy of) 111, 

119; (Colonial Judges on) 116, 
189, 213; (reform of) II9·20; 
(as arbitrator, 1899) 346-9. 

Protectorates, 432, 449·50, 457-9, 
462, 479. 482·4· 

Provincial Councils, 132, 431, 
434. 440·2, 451. 

Raid, The, 264, 269, 286, 300. 
Rebellion (1914), 505. 
Rebels, Cape, 379, 383, 404. 
Religion, 4• 9-13, 17-24, 29. 
Representation, 427, 440-2, 451, 

474· 477-
Representation, Proportional, 

411, 451, 471, 477· 
Resident Magistrates, 101. 
Responsible Government, (Cape) 

44·5. 50-5; (Natal) 239 ; (Cape, 
1902) 395-7 : (Union) 405, 415, 
428, 441· 

Rhodes's Policy, 213; (Matabele
land and Preference) 240-9 ; 
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Transvaal, boundaries, 159-6o, 

xSo. 
Transvaal, breaches of civilised 

warfare, 157. 
Transvaal Government, (before 

1877) 100; (1882-97) 183, 192, 
210, 221, 293; (1898·9) 321, 
336, 344· 353·6, 361-J, 369, 
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Goldfields, 47, 188. · 
Gold Industry, 284; (Industrial 

Commission) 303-4, 315 ; (nego
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Granville, Earl, 46, 117, zoo. 
Great Britain, 11, 36 ; (foreign re

lations, 1895·6) 265-7 ; (para
mountcy) 298, 322, 327 ; (influ
ence of British politics on Union) 
430. 

Green, Mrs. Stopford; see De V. II. 
Gregorowski, Chief Justice R., 202, 

271, 318-9; see also De V. II. 
Grey, Sir George, 7, 15, 31. 
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Progressives, 278, 284-5, 297-9, 302, 
305, 316-8; (Rhodes leader of) 
321-25, 372; (Suspension) 394-5, 
403 ; (decline of) 412-13, 419, 
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