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THE 

ROMANCE OF MARRIAGE 

I 

INTRODUCTION 

FoR some years past my expenence as a Missioner 
has suggested to me that I ought to write a book 
about Mawage, so when I rece1ved an mvttatwn 
from the Commxttee of the S P C K asking me 
to do this very thmg I felt that 1t was, as we say 
m rehg10us language, " a call " 

Even a casual observer may perce1ve that 
further teachmg on this subject 1S urgently 
required Its problems cannot be 1gnored. You 
come across mterpretat10ns o£ the general theme 
at every picture theatre, in most modern novels, 
m monthly magazmes and weekly ptcture papers. 
The whole subject is constantly thrust upon 
your attention, and you naturally ask what the 
Church has to say for your guidance. 

This 1S the more Important because the 
writmgs of popular novehsts and the captions of 
the cmematograph are often absurdly maccurate 
It is not enough to say that th1s does not matter 
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8 1 HE ROMANCE OF MARRIAGE 

because 1t IS only m a novel or a p1cture. People 
transfer tdeas to real hfe and then they make 
nustakes For instance, two young people come 
tQ see me After a somewhat lengthy mtro
ductwn they say, "'Well, the fact ts, we are 
th1nkmg of gettmg marned." I say, "Qu1te 
S(\ I thought so about ten mmutes ago." They 
say, "Yes, well, we want a spec tal l1cence." I 
say, "Then you had better apply to the Arch
btshop of Canterbury, and 1t wtll cost you about 
£2 5." After dtscuss1on 1t appears they want, 
not a spec1al licence, but an ordmary licence 
wh1ch w1ll allow them to be mamed m the church 
of the parish where one of them hves. But they 
have been reading stones, wh1ch suggest that 
you only requ1re a motor-cycle and a p1lhon seat, 
and you can go sallmg off and be marned wher
ever you hke at five minutes' not1ce by spec1al 
hcence But 1t is not by any means so s1mple 
as that. 

One of our best-known novehsts has a story 
about a couple who were mamed Without having 
res1ded twenty-one days m thetr respecl:1ve 
panshes. Accordmg to the novelist, the Church 
steps in some years after the mamage and says 
that they are not mamed at all and that the 
ch!ldren are illegtttmate. Th1s 1s qu1te absurd 
If you make a false statement about res1dence 
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you may be prosecuted for perjury and have to 
pay a heavy fine or go to pmon for a few weeks, 
but the marnage IS not vmd-and, by the way 
the period of restdence Is fifteen days, not twenty~ 
one days. 

The same novehst thmks that the Church calls 
a mamage vo1d if It takes place at a Registry 
Office, and he proves thts by the words, " Those 
who are coupled together otherw1se than by 
God•s word are not JOined together by God, 
neither IS the1r matnmony lawful " He thinks 
that " by God's word " means a marnage m 
church, and that " otherwise" means a Registry 
Office marriage As a matter of fact, the words 
are, "otherwtse than God's word doth allow," 
wh1ch means somethtng qu1te dtfferent It IS a 
warntng against bJgamy and against break1ng the 
laws of consanguinity and affimty by whtch a 
man may not marry hts grandmother, Wife's 
grandmother, father's brother's w1fe, and so on. 
The famous novehst has here entirely m1ssed the 
point, and does not know much about 1t. 

But the great question has to do wtth the 
problem of unhappy mamages, whtch you find 
dtscussed on every possible occasion in the 
modern press Popular wrtters tmagme that 
they can solve thts problem by maktng divorce 
,,. easv as possible and by encouragmg folk to 
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termmate the1r mamages as soon as they come 
to any sort of disagreement. Even m a so-called 
"L1fe" of our Lord which came to me recently 
for rcvtew, 1t IS suggested that m these days our 
Lord Himself would be m favour of a system of 
tnal mamages In one of my chapters I Will go 
carefully mto the matter of the modern attack 
on ChnstJan ethical standards; but m the mean
time I need only ask you to picture the kind of 
thmg which is proposed. The motor-car draws 
up at the church door for a nice weddmg, you 
see the red carpet and the floral decoratiOns, the 
orgamst plays a wedding march as the bride 
comes m; and presently the offic1atmg minister 
says, "Wilt thou have this woman to thy 
wedded wife~ . . . W 1lt thou love her, comfort 
her ... and keep thee only unto her, so long as 
ye both shall hve ~" The bridegroom answers. 
"Not perhaps exactly so long as we both shall 
hve, but until we are tired of each other"; or, 
"Until we cannot,bear each other's company any 
longer "; or, "U nttl I find that I l1ke someone 
else better", or, simply," Until further notice." 

There IS the br1de m all her beautiful raiment 
and white veil, do you thtnk she will stand there 
and hsten to that~ W 1ll she agree that each 
should say, "I take thee . . . from this day 
forward, for better but not for worse, for richer 

' 
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but not for poorer, in health but not in sickness 
till we agree to part"? No; never in all my !if; 
have I met a bride or bridegroom wno would 
tolerate anything of the kind. It must he, "Till 
death us do part," or the whole thing is a fiasco. 

But we are told that the Church is st\lpid and 
hard-hearted, and either knows' nothing or cares 
nothing about unhappy marriages. This is not 
true. The fact is, the.re is no remedy except one 
-t? try to live as good Christians. The main 
purpose of this little book is to help people to 
make their marriages very happy, so that by the 
grace of God "they can be kind and loving to 
each other all through life. The following pages 
are intended for married people, but there will 
be no harm in allowing them to be read by those 
who are just begin!ling to think about marriage. 
But if my younger readers are going to consider 
this subject at all, they must be willing to go 
back to first prtnciples. It would be much easier 
if people would not marry without praying for 
God's guidance, so that there may be no mistake. 
Why rush into marriage as if it were a picnic? 
The mistake that is made in many popular novels 
comes quite near the beginning of the story. It 
is supposed that as soon as you leave a young 
man and a young woman alone together they 
will at once rush into each other's arms and say, 
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"\Ve belong to each other " Why should they? 
Why not stop and thmk and pray? 

Yet e\'en where mistakes have been made they 
can be mended. One pmnt 1s most 1mportant all 
through : Remember that God is your loving 
Father. He IS not a gloomy tyrant who wants 
to throw the tablets of stone at your heads every 
time He sees you wantmg to make each other 
happy. It IS God Htmself who puts love mto 
your hearts, and, when you come to think of 1t, 
the whole affair of love and courtship and mar
riage IS God's mventlon, and He knows all about 
1t and understands it perfectly. The one thmg 
to remember above everythmg else JS to ask God 
to gu1de you and to help you and to keep you 
from temptation, and prevent you from spmhng 
It all If only you will remember that, you 
cannot go very far wrong. There are scores of 
other thmgs that you must learn as you go along, 
but If only you Will keep close to your Heavenly 
Father, you need not be afra1d of losmg the best 
and bnghtest that God is watttng to gtve you 

I may just add that my fnends, Dr. Hunnard, 
of Mansfield, and Dr. T. Robertson, of Sheffield, 
have very kmdly read proofs of th1s httle book, 
and they allow me to say that !_have not strayed 
a!ay from a sound v1ew of the subject from a 
med1cal standpomt 



II 

YOUTH 
WE hear a great deal of "hard cases" They 
exist. There are ~nhappy mamages But, con
sldermg the matter from the pomt of VIeW of 
the whole soc1al fabnc-the welfare of the home 
and the family, on wh1ch our soc1al hfe 1s built
easy diVorce cannot be the last word on the 
SUbjeCt. QJtimateJy, if We a~e to take Up thiS 
problem, we shall find the remedy, not in a lax 
view of the marnage promtses, but in a better 
effort to fulfil them. · 

For the sake of the young people who may 
come across thts book, let us begin by consider
ing some of the problems of youth. Ideally, the 
time to prepare for marnage is years before tt 
takes place-even before the marnage partner 
has been found. A man expects h1s w1fe to come 
to him on the1r wedding day a pure woman. A 
woman, of course, has just as much r1ght to 
expect her husband to come to her a pure man 
The ttme to thmk of th1s, therefore, 1s from very 
early days, when punty has to be kept and won. 

Punty ts not a negat1ve thmg. Ignorance is 
not innocence Little ch1ld~:en ask questtons, and 
it is a great m1stake for parents to "put them 

I3 



14 THE ROMANCE OF MARRIAGE 

off" w1th anything that 1s not true. vVe cannot 
tell our chtldren the whole truth all at once 
Knowledge must dawn gradually, as the day 
breaks gradually and the flowers open gradually 
But from the very begmnmg t~ere must be strtct 
regard to truth. If parents tell thetr ch1ldren 
"'hat is" not true, they forfeit their children's con
fidence. The ch1ld grows up and says: "What 
father or mother told me was untrue. It is no 
good askmg them. I must find things out for 
myself " So the child is thrown into the com
pany of foul-mouthed and ignorant people, who 
rum the sacredness of the subject and d1stort the 
facts 

After all, 1t 1s not so tembly d1fficult for 
parents to find the r1ght answers if they w!ll 
thmk and pray about 1t. "Mothert the child 
asks, "where d1d I come from~" \Vhy answer 
w1th foohsh tales? "God made you; God sent 
you to us "-that ts the first and the true answer. 
Some years later the child w1l1 ask, " How dtd 
God make me?" I have given the answer to 
th1s question m a httle pamphlet, "What Makes 
a Man" (S P C.K.), showmg how motherhood 
and fatherhood may be explained to a boy, and 
a sumlar method may be followed m speakmg 
to a girl All must be done reverently. We 
are deahng Wlth the mystery and m1racle of 
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creation. We want our children to accept it with 
pure mtnds. 

Then young people m their "teens" have to 
be warned agamst the perils around them. In 
the same series of pamphlets I have touched on 
several pomts of this kmd, under the titles, 
"Fnendship, Love, and Courtship," and "A 
Woman's Honour." But in these days I fear 
there IS stlll more to be satd. All reticence seems 
to have been thrown to the ·wxrids The most 
dehcate and intimate questwns are d1scussed m 
books which lie on many a bookstall for any 
inquis1tive person to read 

Bernard Shaw helps us in his" Fanny's F1rst 
Play," which was wntten, he tells us, to show 
what a shameful and cymcal thmg it is that young 
people should " drtft along from their cradles to 
their graves, doing what other people do for no 
other reason than that other people do 1t, and 
knowing nothing of good and evil, of courage 
and cowardtce, or mdeed anything but how to 
keep their passions within the bounds of good 
taste, except when thetr excesses can be con· 
cealed." As Mrs. Knox says in the play: cc I've 
noticed it all my life; we're ignorant. We don't 
really know what's right and what's wrong 
We're all rtght as long as things go on the way 
they always did. We brmg our children up just 
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as we were brought up, and we go to church or· 
chapel JUSt as our parents dtd, and we say what 
everybody says, and we go on all rtght unttl 
somethmg out of the way happens • . . or one 
of us finds ourselves domg something we never 
thought we'd want to do. And then you know 
what happens, complamts and quarrels and huff 
and offence, and bad language and bad temper 
and regular bewilderment as 1f Satan possessed 
us all We find out then that wtth all our 
respectabthty and ptety we've no real rehgton, 
and no way of tellmg right from wrong. We've 
nothmg but our habtts; and when they are upset, 
where are we? Just hke Peter m the storm, 
trymg to walk on the water and findmg he 
couldn't, 

It must be understood that we have here a play 
wtthm a play, wtth Fanny as the supposed 
author. Shaw has tnvented her play as the kmd 
of thmg that a clever young lady mtght wnte 111 
order to bring the young person's pomt of vtew 
before the older people Fanny mtroduces us 
to two famthes. Bobby Gtl~ey has been gettmg 
himself into a sertous scrape, m the course of 
whtch a poltceman has hts helmet knocked over 
his eyes, wtth the result that Bobby has a fort· 
mght in gaol. Margaret Knox also has been 
mtxed up 1n ragging the police, somewhat after 
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the old suffragette fashion, and she also has been 
having a fortnight in prison, all unknown to 
Bobby or to the Gilbey parents. The real trouble 
had begun in the imperfect home training, based 
on a cold respectability, with no allowance for 
the natural high spirits and joy of life with which 
the young are endowed. Mrs. Gilbey had been 
at home on first Thursdays; the Knoxes had come 
to dinner every Friday, and the compliment had 
been returned 011 Tuesdays; how could Bobby 
call his life dull? But, as Margaret says, "I 
wanted more music, more happiness, more life. 
I wanted some comrade who felt as I did." 

It was not enough to try to keep the young 
people sheltered. As soon as the sheltering was 
removed, the so11 or the daughter was left 
defenceless. "I haven't deserved this," says 
Bobby's father, Mr. Gilbey. "I've done my 
duty as a father; I've kept him sheltered ... 
and now I must send my boy away." "\Vhere 
to ? " " Anywhere, so long as he is out of reach 
of harm." "Then I'm afraid you'll have to send 
him out of the world." 

To knock a policeman's hat over his eyes is 
not perhaps a thi11g to pull a long face about
at any rate, i11 a play. But in real life it means 
trouble; and there is a great deal more that lies 
behind it: Bobby, in spite of his engagement 

2 
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to Margaret, is involved in a relationship tQ 

Dora, and Dora herself (with all her bright and 
attractive qualities) is leadmg a hfe whtch JS 

bound to end m disaster. Margaret has not 
gone quttP so far, but her friendship w1th the 
young Frenchman, Duvallet, has been formed 
without any introduct!on. These fnvolous and 
risky companionships are not to be treated as 1f 
they dtd not matter very much. The harvest 
sown in idle moments may have to be reaped tn 

heavy hours of shame. Many a young person 
has said afterwards, w1th infimte regret,« I never 
meant to go so far." 

We must return to this part of our subject 
in our fourth chapter. The main theme of the 
play IS the attitude of the parents after the event. 
The fathers are too much concerned with the 
mere loss of respectability. They are afraid of 
bemg "dropped socially," and do not realise the 
moral question. " You have your rehgion;" 
~ays Mr Knox, "and I'm sure I'm glad 1t com
forts you. But it doesn't come to me that 
way. I've worked hard to get a position and 
be respectable." Mr. G1lbey has the same point 
of vtew: "Here has everythmg been respectable 
from the beginn1ng of the world, as you may 
say, to the present day; and all of a sudden 
everythmg rs turned ups1de down." 
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Shaw was not the first to ask the questiOn, 
"Why does our rehgton fat! when trouble 
comes'" This very pomt ts made by the late 
Btshop W!lkmson m a sermon preached long 
before the play was wrttten. He tells how he 
has watched hundreds of souls· he has seen them 
begm a new ltfe, go regularly to church, and all 
so far was good But they had never known 
the personal grasp of the Heavenly Father, and 
so when trouble came they felt as tf in the dark, 
and all thetr religwn seemed to be gone. People 
wondered why, with so much outward relig10n, 
there was so little mward power to support them 
m the1r day of trtal It was because they had 
never accepted the Savwur m humble pemtence 
So, to return to the play, Mrs. Knox says some 
very w1se words to Mr. G1lbey: "It doesn't 
matter whether you set yourself up agamst 
religwn or not. If 1t sets ttself up agamst you, 
you'll have to go the appomted way You may 
call tt preachmg tf you hke, but it's the truth 
for all that. I say that if you've the happiness 
wtthm yourself . . if you have that in you, 
the sptnt will set you free . . and gutde you 
to do rtght But tf you haven't got tt, you'd 
best be respectable and st1ck to the ways that 
are marked out for you; for you've nothmg else 
to keep you stra1ght." 
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Do not suppose that Chnst repels the enthu
Siasms of youth It IS mdeed a ptty when such 
enthusiasm 1s d1ssipated, for mstance, m an 
uncontrolled craze for dancmg, espec1ally such 
dancmg as cons1sts chtefly m pushmg one's 
partner across the floor. The ttme to prove 
enthustasm comes the next mornmg when it ts 
ttme to get up and go to work. But parents 
need to have a good understandmg of the best 
side of youthful enthusiasm. A mtssionary 
speaker was address1ng a badly attended meetmg 
at Cambndge when he was mterrupted by two 
undergraduates toboggamng downstairs in a 
foot-bath. The mtsstOnary was shocked. But 
both tpese undergraduates became missionaries 
abroad They were hke S1mon Zelotes, who 
had always an abundance of zeal, but the zeal 
was misdirected un ttl he met Chnst. 

The great Captam Scott, m hts last messages 
from the Antarctic, gave some w1se advtce With 
regard to his own son: "Make the boy mter
ested m natural history 1f you can; it 1s better 
than games; they encourage It at some schools. 
I know you will keep him m the open air. Above 
all, he must guard and you must guard htm 
against indolence. Make htm a strenuous man. 
I had to force myself mto bemg strenuous, as 
you know, I had always an mclmatwn to be 1dle. 
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What lots and lots I could tell you of th1s 
journey. How much better 1t has. been than 
loungmg m great comfort at home." It was 
the same wnter who recorded of htmself and hts 
companions, "We are weak; wnting is difficult, 
for my own sake I do not regret thts journey, 
which has shown that Englishmen can endure 
hardshtps, help one another, and meet death, 
With as great a fortitude as ever m the past. We 
took nsks; we knew we took them; thmgs have 
come out agamst us, and therefore we have no 
cause for complaint, but bow to the will of 
Provtdence determmed still to do our best to the 
last " 

If our young people were tramed to face the 
problems of dat!y hfe m th1s spmt, we should 
hear less about the hopelessness of solvmg the 
petty difficulties of home hfe Even an unhappy 
mamage m1ght brmg some grams of pure gold 
out of the unlovely ore 1f people could accept 
even defeat and dtsappomtment wtth a fine 
resolutiOn, " Sttll to do our best to the last." 
And most of the difficulties would never anse If 
marnage were regarded m a herotc spirit of 
adventure 
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BEAUTY 

WE are not deahng With a subject which IS in 
itself repellent or a matter for shame. It would 
be poss1ble, and m some Circumstances 1t may be 
necessary, to handle as best we can the harsh 
problems of the abnormal But such is not the 
purpose of th1s book. We are here concerned 
w1th the normal, the sane, the well-balanced, the 
romantiC and beautiful. Many there are who 
have strayed from it; but they can come back 
to 1t We want to present an 1deal, and there 
IS no occasiOn for fear and hes1tancy. God is 
good. 

Plato has taught us the relatiOnship between 
love and beauty. A portion of the eternal 
beauty, he tells us, has 1mpressed Itself upon the 
form and face of the beloved. The matwal 
beauty 1s an outward and vmble sign of a beauty 
mward and spmtual. The lover sees through 
the phys1cal beauty to the spiritual beauty withm. 
The beloved becomes a rnedmm through which 
the lover sees the eternal beauty in the untverse. 
H1lls, trees, birds, sky-all look more beautiful 
when the loved one is by. The beloved has 
awakened the lover's sense of the beautiful, so 

22 
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that the lover sees beauty everywhere. In 
Balzac's " Memortes of Two Young Brtdes," the 
lover finds m the dark eyes of h1s beloved and 
m the bold outlines of her brow a revelatmn of 
the loftmess of her VIrtue, the steadfastness of 
her loyalty, the strength of her heart to face the 
storms of hfe 

Sctentlfic knowledge is on the s1de of beauty. 
Perhaps it sounds coldly mathematical to say that 
a perfect ellipse should have 1ts axes Ill the pro· 
portion of five to three; yet the beauty of such a 
curve was observed as long ago as three hundred 
years before Chmt. Nature is full of "ltnes 
that flow and shapes that smg." The retma of 
the eye IS 1tself a beautiful curved surface, and 
we look out upon a world of curves, w1th an 
abundance of instances of flowmg hnes rhythmic
ally repeatmg one another The beauty of the 
human form 1s therefore not to be cons1dered as 
somethmg qUite apart from the rest of the 
umverse It is not to be regarded as m 1tself 
mdecent, nor a matter for prunent curiosity, nor 
as an object of lustful feelmgs. We want to 
encourage m the mmds of normal men and 
women the mstmcts of the true artist \Ve have 
w1thm us, tf we st1ll cultivate 1t, the spmt whiCh 
loves to go out mto God's beautiful world, and 
to return so enhghtened as to brmg with us some 
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revelatwn of the beaut1ful to those from whom 
It is htdden, and to mterpret it to those who have 
not had eyes to see 1t. The drabness of our 
c.t!Cs makes us only the more conscious of our 
craYing for natural beauty, and emphastses our 
apprecmt.Ion of 1t. Then the beauty of man or 
of woman wtll be tn our eyes only a part of a 
wondrous scheme of beauty from the hand of 
the Creator. 

The artist's whole vtew of hfe depends upon 
the central object of his vision. The pamter 
will tell you that all those thmgs which are not 
drrected towards the main object on which h1s 
eyes are focussed are only half perceived, or not 
percetved at all. If we are to see and mterpret 
the beautiful, the first object of all our thoughts 
must be in the realm of beauty. You canrtot 
have an art1stic mmd until you have dwded 
where your heart is set 

Then there ts the question of atmosphere If 
rou choose to create round you a vulgar, snigger
mg, or scornful atmosphere, it will be hke a 
smoke-cloud to shut out from you all the finer 
dehghts of love and beauty. The musician 
creates hts atmosphere by realising a mood of 
tranqu1lhty, remoteness, or sttllness The charm 
of the hill-tops 1S not mainly m thetr outline 
agatnst the sky, but m the depth of a1r that 
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reaches from them into the immeasurable dis
tance. Even our dat!y conversation depends 
much less upon the words we choose than upon 
the atmosphere which we br1ng with us Every 
work of art-and love-makmg is one of the 
greatest and most dehcate arts--needs some 
defimte atmosphere. In a water-colour pamting 
the effect of atmosphere may have been produced 
by hberal washes of yellow ochre, or by soaking 
the first outhnes all night in the bath, yet the 
real value of 1t has been achieved by somethmg 
good m the soul of the art1st. If you want your 
mamed hfe to be a fine thmg, you may have 
to g1ve attentwn to some very petty details of 
everyday hfe, but it is worth a great deal of 
pams to be certam that the atmosphere is nght. 

And, in truth, there ts only one sure source of 
artiStic inspiratiOn. Just as the source of some 
orchestral mustc IS to be traced back to the mind 
of the composer, and just as the orchestra can do 
no more than to g1ve back to the composer th:1t 
wh1ch the composer himself conce1ved, so the 
sou~c~ of all beauty IS in God, and the work of 
the art1st 1s to give back to God that which was 
m H1s mmd from the creation of mankind. So 
It ts in the artistry of true love-makmg. God 
loves the happy natures that He has g1ven us, 
and He reJOICes to see us 1n the sunohine of hfe 
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And the very best sunshme of hfe is denved from 
somethmg whtch 1s very sacred and deep down 
in our hearts. You are formmg an ideal, and 
you want tt to be hke a glorious ptcture m an 
art gallery, or hke a wonderful poem. Then 
perhaps you reach a pomt where you see there 1s 
a danger of spothng the ptcture, and you do not 
want to spot! 1t. Thmgs crop up whtch make 
your hfe less beauttful than it ought to be. 
Have we been such happy, radtant bemgs as God 
meant us to be? 

Now, tf we wtsh to avoid the evtl things that 
will spot! everythmg, we must avoid the atmo
sphere of evtl. While we are dealing w1th this 
whole subject, we are surrounded by dangers hke 
the germs of fever and smallpox. Some of us 
have to c:ome often tnto touch w1th very dreadful 
things; but God protects us so long as we are 
strictly on duty, m our desire to help and rescue 
others. But tf we are merely curious, or mter
ested m ugh ness for 1ts own sake, then the angels 
have no mstructions to guard us. We must not 
tempt God by throwmg ourselves from a pm
nade and then expect God to save us from the 
consequences. We cannot seek out a polluted 
~tmosphere, nor create one out of the dark thmgs 
In our h1dden minds, and then expect to be mce
lookmg or in any sense beauttful in our lives 
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For mstance, there is the quest1on of dress. 
God wants women to look nice; we may be qUite 
sure of that Further, there are special costumes 
for special occasions-just as the mayor has h1s 
fine robes for the CIVIC processton There are 
clothes that are conventent to work m wh1ch a1e 
out of place when you go out for the evening 
w1th your beloved. There ts a sens1ble costume 
for seastde bathmg, and you look very mce in 1t 
in the atmosphere of the jolly old sea; but this 
does not mean that scanty clothmg ts right m 
the qurte drfferent atmosphere of a ball-room 
You 111ce growmg g1rls, 1£ I may say a word 
here to you-you yourselves know that there 
are two ways of dressmg. E1ther you are domg 
It to look mce and artistic as a ch1ld of God, or 
it ts the kind of vanity which puts temptatiOn 
mto someone else's way If you are trymg to 
please God, you may be sure He will take care 
of you, but 1f you are carelessly maktng 1t eas1er 
for some wrong to come mto your hfe whtch you 
may regret for ever afterwards, then how can 
you expect God to guard you m a moment of 
ugly ternptatton? I do urge ) ou young people, 
and I ask parents to urge thetr ch1ldren as they 
grow up, to put all reasonable obstacles m the 
"~>ay of some sudden temptatiOn wh1ch may come, 
not to make It as easy as posstble for some wrong 
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to happen, but as ddncult as posstble I am not 
saymg thts to little folk of nme or ten years of 
age, but to those who are old enough to exercise 
thetr own common sense. It is stuptd to go 
about lookmg for trouble, knowmg how horrtd 
tt would be tf the trouble really came 

Very often your strongest safeguard against 
temptatiOn is the recollectton of someone whom 
you love Many a boy m the army durmg the 
war was kept stratght overseas by remembenng 
some pure g-trl at home. The lad would not 
hke to do anythmg of which the girl would be 
ashamed. You remember the story of Dante, 
who was born at Florence m 126 5 \Vhen he 
was nine years old he first saw Beatnce, a child 
of etght. At that moment, Dante long after
wards records, "the spir1t of hfe, whtch dwells 
m the most secret chamber of the heart, began 
to tremble so violently that the least pulses of 
my body shook therewith; and trembling 1t said, 
'Behold a god stronger than myself, who comes 
and shall bear mastery.' " 

Dante is here expressing the emotions of 
chtldhood in the language of manhood. We 
must not rnake the mtstake of underestimatmg 
the spintual expertences of the chtld We 
spot! the sacredness of hfe when w1th mature 
supertonty we read mto the fresh sweetness of 



BEAUTY 

a ch1ld's thoughts the harsh knowledge of later 
life Especmlly 1s th1s true 1n all that relates to 
d1ff erence of sex, and the attract10n of one sex 
for another, JUSt as It 1s true also of a tmy g1rl's 
first thoughts of motherhood Instead of jest
ing, we ought rather to learn of them the mean
mg of Innocence and purity; and to pray God 
that, whatever later exper1ence may brmg to us, 
we may never lose the freshness and beauty of 
those early 1magmmgs. 

Now the remarkable thmg about Dante's love 
for Beatnce is that 1t never lost Jts first quahty. 
To him the child of his dreams remamed the 
"youngest of the angels " Dante did not marry 
her, nor ever made love to her. In fact, she 
mamed someone else, and after her death Dante 
took another lady to be h1s w1fe. But there 
remamed that tnlluence which a pure g1rl radmtes 
unconscwusly, never knowmg mdeed how much 
goodness she 1S sheddmg around her nor how 
Insp1nng her hfe has been Th1s Js what I mean 
when I say that m[lny _a. )ad~ who loud down h1s 
ltfe overseas was kept pure amidst the appallmg 
temptatlOns of that time by the remembrance of 
some pure g1rl at home-such a g1rl who perhaps 
as a woman today thmks w1th regret that her 
mlluence has never had scope and that her nature 
has never been valued and appreciated-httle 
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knowing that 111 the world beyond there ts some
one who has already borne wttness tn the Master's 
presence to the debt his manhood owes to her. 

Similarly, many a mamed man has been pro
tected agamst temptations in the outside world, 
so subtle and searchmg in thetr nature that 
probably his wtfe had never Imagined such 
thmgs, yet that good wtfe's influence was there 
as a barrter agamst temptation, because the man 
dtd not wish on returmng home to be ashamed 
to look hts loved ones in the face 

You never know, at any period of your hfe, 
how much good you may be doing by simply 
trymg to hve as a child of God. In the case of 
Dante, It IS certainly true that tf Beatrice had 
not hved, or tf Beatrice had not been the noble 
character she was, the " Dtvtne Comedy " would 
never have been wntten. You have only to read 
It to be conV1nced of that, especmlly tf you have 
read also the earher record of the" VIta Nuova." 
It Illustrates that stnkmg, sentence in the 
Apocalypse, "Remember thy first love." Some 
expenence of childhood spoke to us long ago, 
perhaps through our reverence for one whom 
we loved. It was a whisper that is to call us 
upwards m later years. The sweetness of ltfe is 
to remember it; the bitterness of hfe IS to be 
unworthy of it. 
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Dante tasted of both sweetness and bitterness 
In 1290 Beatr1ce had d1ed. Dante was then 
twenty-five years old, and a time came when he 
allowed h1s 1deal to grow d1m. His empty heart 
ached, and, seekmg rehef, 

"He turned hJS steps mto decettful ways, 
Fotlowtng therem false tmages of good, 
That ne'er fulfil the promtse that they mate" 

The "Divine Comedy " Is the story of the 
long and painful process by which Dante found 
deliverance from his disappomtment w1th him
self It was an upward climb, requmng constant 
effort and endurance; but it was abundantly 
worth wh1le, and 1t was gloriously rewarded 
Dante learned to thmk of his Beatrice as she 
stood beautified and glonfied in the Heavenly 
Presence I suppose that a pamter or a sculptor 
would represent that by a wonderful study 
where the 1dea of raiment as a mere cloak of 
decency would seem to be an mtrUSIOn, 1f not 
an msult God forbtd that in these days we 
should lose the sense of reverence in the presence 
of the work of the great Arttst, God H1mself To 
Htm the gaze of Dante was hfted, for he knew 
that Beatnce was God's messenger So he 
learned to worsh1p It is a lesson that God would 
teach us) and so He vouchsafes to us the bnght 
radtance of pure young hves such as we have 
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known and loved. Through them :.t some time 
our hearts have been stirred to love God and to 
adore H1s beauty. Ideals have been g1ven us, 
"h~eh, If we are true to them, w1ll be as wmgs 
to hft us from the lower levels. We can check 
our baser moments by the recollection of our 
best moments. Love seemed a fine thing once; 
God means it to be a fine thing now. 



IV 

FREEDOM 

" If I have freedom tn my love, 
And m my soul #m free, 

Angels alone, that soar above, 
EnJOY such lrberty" 

So sings Lovelace But 1f he had meant th1s to 
refer to "free love" m the modern sense. of the 
phrase, he would scarcely have thought of angels 
Freedom must mdeed be one of our watchwords 
in relatwn to love and mamage, but our own 
mstmcts warn us that the advocates of "free 
love" are somehow on the wrong track. 

Everybody knows that recent years have 
brought a new sense of hberty mto the ways of 
young people and mto the relatwnsh1p between 
men and women. The Parhamentary ElectiOn 
of 1929 will be remembered m Great Bntam as 
the first m which young women were admitted 
to the franch1se on prec1sely equal terms w1th 
men Th1s IS only one md1cation amongst many 
of a new freedom of thought and d1scussion, and 
m the main 1t is proving Itself a very wholesome 
thmg- -Meanwhile we cannot dismiss hghtly 
the considered opimons of several scholars and 
th1nkm who h<tve given long study to dtfficult 

;!3 3 
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ethtcal questtons Lookmg back now upon the' 
arguments of 1914, I doubt whether we were 
fully JUSttfied m blammg Ntetzsche for the 
Prusstan mt!ttaitsm whtch had so much to do 
Wtth the ortgm of the war. In fact, Ntetzsche 
put for\\aid a strong plea for the mdtvidual, 
rather than the State But the pomt we have to 
constder is 'l!hether the mdtvtdual can set himself 
against all the rules of society and defy the 
estabhshed moral code Ntetzsche htmself saw' 
that there were grave dangers tf there was to be 
no final code of duty, and admttted that the 
resultmg chaos was a th1ng not to be endured 

Meanwhtle other philosophers have questioned 
the moral code m relation to sex. James Hmton,~ 
who dted of brain fever in t S7 5, tdenttfied. 
pleasure wtth goodness and advocated a modtfied 
form of polygamy. Havelock Elhs, who ts still 
ltving, has spent a hfettme m the sctenttfic study 
of the psychology of sex from a non-moral (whtch 
does not mean an tmmoral) pomt of vtew. Freud 
also has imttated a school of psychology and 
psycho-analysts, and appears to attnbute a very 
large part of human conduct to the promptmgs 
of sex. Ellis does not go so far, and we un
doubtedly owe htm a great debt for brtngmg' 
together a most valuable amount of matenal for 
a thorough study of the psychology of sex and 
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for his teaching on the arttstry of love. But by 
the time these ideas have been filtered down 
through the hands of novelists and dram.atu1ts of 
less than the first rank, we find them in a per~ 
verted form m the mmds of yo~ng people, who 
are growmg up to thmk that nothmg ts really 
very wrong, and that we may all do as we please 
in our private lives. 

Challenges of this boldness require an equally 
bold reply We are told that we must not object 
if some old rules are broken, for, tn a popular 
phrase, "You cannot make omelettes without 
breaking eggs " But, as we noticed when some 
tiny tots were trying to bring up their otfermgs 
of eggs for the hospital at a children's service, 
you can certamly break eggs Without makmg 
omelettes. It ts foohsh to break down unless you 
know how to rebuild Life ts an art, but tt IS 

also a science, and we cannot buzld even the most 
beautiful bu1ldmg unless our foundations are 
secure We have been rightly warned of the 
dangers of repression, but is zt true that the only 
alternattve to represston ts indulgence? Surely 
the real contrast is between repression through 
our own una1ded effort to be moral, and, on the 
other hand, the glorious l1 berty of the children 
of God who are made new cre1.tures in Jesus 
Christ. There is no represston in the case of 
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those who are earned above the temptations of 
hle m the power of the love of God. I ask you 
to not1ce as a most important fact that for five 
persons who are miserable and neurotiC through 
repressmg their pass10ns, there are fifty who are 
mise~ble and neurotiC through repre<~mg their 
consciences 

Agam, surely the extreme doctrines of some 
psycho-analysts are open to susp1cion 1f we follow 
their own argument to its logical conclusiOn 
\Yhy not psycho-analyse the psycho-analyst, and 
b10logise the bwlog1st ~ If a psycho-analyst goes 
so far as to say that all our thought, mcludmg 
even our rehg10n, 1s due to sex, then it follows 
that his own 1deas are due to sex If some 
biologist attributes our tdea!tsm to the urge of 
atoms and electrons, it follows that h1s own 
theortes are equally due to the meaningless urge 
of material forces; and therefore 111 both cases 
we may d1scount thetr concluswns It 1s more 
than possible that a number of recent wnters 
are suffermg (to use the1r own phrase) from a 
sex complex. 

The first answer to lawlessness is that it does 
not work It IS a delusion to suppose that some 
wild expertment along forbidden paths will give 
to a man or a woman a new chance of happ1ness 
J M Barrie, m his play, "Dear Brutus," has 
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shown how old disappointments and failures wlll 
s1mply repeat themselves even under new con
ditiOns, unless there is a change for the better m 
our own characters; for the fault is not in our 
stars, but m ourselves. Thus it often happens 
that a d1vorce does not lead to happmess m a 
new marnage, but to a further divorce. If the 
first marnage has not been a success, there 1s not 
the sl1ghtest guarantee that a new expwment 
Will peld anythmg better. An honest attempt 
to make somethmg better of the ongmal marnage 
1s m ttself a more reasonable pohcy. 

SJrnJ!arly, when young people are strongly 
tempted to make some darmg exper1ment agamst 
the moral code, they w1II do well to think out 
calmly any proposed adventure and try to 
VIsualise how It Will end. Th1s IS well Illustrated 
in a novel by S1r Ph1lip G1bbs1 "The Age of 
Reason," where the experimenters m morals 
become emb1ttered by fa1lure, and everythmg 
falls flat. Further, these experiments appear to 
take no account whatever of the poss.1ble arnval 
of unwanted children, or of possible contamma
tiOn by that homble thing, venereal d1sease 
There IS a Widespread 1dea that 1t is now possible 
for young people to take nsks, of the crudest 
physical kmd, and yet to avoid the natural con
sequences It is beginning to be supposed that 
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sexual sm wtll lead to no harm, 1f certatn pre· 
CaUtiOnS are taken In a later chapter we wul 
refer to the poss1ble control of conceptiOn (com
monly called "b1rth control") from the pomt of 
vtew of expenenced marrted people and of the1r 
genume problems But 1f young unmamed 
people are bemg told that "bt!!~ control" opens 
the door to-all manner of ltcence wtthout danger 
and Without regret, then let me tell them quttel 
plamly that the danger ts constderable and the 
regret ts mevttable 'Whatever may be satd m 
advertisements addressed to mamed folk, there 
IS no questiOn that m the hands of the inex
penenced and under the ctrcumstances of 
expertment there ts no method of "btrth control" 
whtch is absolutely so rehable and so infallible 
as to take away all an> .. tety Common sense will 
tell you that 1t 1s always posstble for something 
to go wrong. Thts fact wtll not be demed, except 
by the tgnorant and mexpenenced, or by those 
who have a selfish mterest 1n trymg to prove the 
contrary. 

Somettmes trouble comes through sheer mex
penence, sometimes it comes, on the other hand, 
through careless over-confidence. It may be at 
the twentteth ttme that the snare proves Itself, 
tt may be at the first ttme. 

But,m any case, wh~te_yer_!llay_be the phystcal 
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penalty o£ domg wrong, there 1s no questton 
aboUt the penalty to the mind and the soul 
Peace of mmd, power of concentrated work, joy 
in prayer-these are sacrificed. Self-respect rs 
gone, even 1£ the secret can be kept. 

The other s1de of the p1cture IS on a far 
d1fferent plane:-- The d!gmty, the glory, the 
buoyant joy of youth; the hope, m most cases, 
of a happy and honourable marnage and of 
parenthood m all 1ts sacred pnde; the sense of 
clean and clear-eyed self-respect, and the power 
to mfluence others for good-these are not thmgs 
to be lightly thrown away Yet they cannot be 
won cheaply. Love, lll ItS dehcacy, ItS roman-: 
tlctsm, 1ts pure beauty, cannot be counterfetted.l 
Do not beheve those who say you can se1ze upon 
the pleasures of love whlle you evade tts responst
bthttes They are leadmg you mto a snare, and 
remember you have only to make a mistake once 
and then you have a muddle and mess whtch 
may sadden your ltfe for years. Even if thts Js 
avoided, there can be no happmess wtthout 
self-respect and mutual reverence. You cannot 
cultivate a carefully concealed and fnghtened 
course of conduct m the glor1ous name of free
dom. Such a pretence is rather a species of 
bondage, an enslavement 

Real freedom ts to be found in obedtence to 
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God's law of love. Th1s is not some stup1d, 
narrow scheme of petty regulations. Our Lord 
was never for a moment blmd to the best m 
human nature. He has taught us to see evtdence 
of God's love 111 the works of nature, whtle He 
Htmself set forth the love of God m actton
compasslOnate to the weary, tender towards 
smners, refusmg to despatr of anyone, seekmg 
those who strayed, praymg even on the cross for 
those who drove m the natls. He declared that 
all th1s was a re"elatton of love: "The Father 
Htmself loveth you", c' God so )o,·ed the world." 

Yet this love IS not that of an affable, easy
going bemg who does not care what we do or 
how \\e behave A father who loves h1s chtldren 
cares mtensely as to thetr behavtour. A mother 
warns her chtld from touchmg fire or from dash
mg out upon a dangerous road. There IS no 
freedom in bemg free to be burned or free to be 
crushed and m:umed We have to learn the 
plain unvarmshed truth that there IS no freedom 
at all except under ccrtam condttions and w1th 
clear restriCtiOns "Stone wa)ls do not a pnson 
make, nor tron bars a cage," said Lovelace, and 
then went on to cla1m, m the words we have 
quoted, that he had freedom m his love and was 
free 1n hts soul-and no doubt he was a charming 
lover. 
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Th1s does not mean-of course, 1t cannot mean 
-that all the serious study of recent years m the 
realm of psychology has been Without value. It 
1s Immensely valuable to anyone who cares deeply 
for the souls of his fellow men and women. But 
the princ1ple of freedom through love is one that 
allows fully for both stdes of the truth. On the 
one hand, our Lord has taught us the way to 
perfect sympathy and understanding. There IS no 
condemnatiOn, no PhariSa!sm, no self-nghteous
ness in the mmds of those who have studted the 
innermost secrets of human life There is an 
1mmense amount to be satd on behalf of those 
who have made a fatlure of 11fe To those who 
know all the facts, there is scarcely anything in 
human conduct that cannot be explamed and 
understood. "Hath no man condemned thee~, 
sa1d our Lord, " ne1 ther do I condemn thee." 
But Hts searchmg glance brought to the light 
of consctence many a hidden thmg in the hves 
of the woman's accusers; and to the woman 
herself He sa1d clearly enough, <<Go, and sin no 
mote " There IS absolutiOn for the penitent, 
but It implies amendment. There IS atonement, 
but It imphes a conversion. There is an offer 
of freedom, but tt ts cond1tioned by a wtlhngness 
for serv1ce 

To find out the true meanmg of love we want 
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to wm complete freedom from selfishness, free
dom from the vtolence of uncontrolled passton, 
freedom to be very patient and very kmd. Along 
these hnes-1 say thts stgmficantly-wtll be 
found the secret of true love-makmg. If we 
possess, by God's grace, true freedom of soul, 
so as to avoid the snare of haste, so that we want 
to g1ve and to tmpart rather than to setz.e and 
to take, then we shall lind wmgs to soar h1gher 
than our dreams If we are not so foohsh as to 
break love's laws, we shall lind, to our surprtse, 
love's ecstasy. But thts 1s such a great thmg that 
it deserves ~pectal constderatton m a later chapter. 
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FRIENDSnp 

"TAKE no woman for your wtfe that you would 
not take for a frtend tf she were a man,'' says 
the wtse Frenchman, Joubert. Certamly husband 
and wtfe must be the best of friends, and it is 
worth whtle to devote some time to careful 
thought on the subject of true fnendsh1p 

Fnendshtp must have tts outer and inner 
mcles The outer ctrde should be as wtde as 
humanity 1tself. Barners of class, of race, and 
of sex are to be transcended Even barners of 
enmtty may be broken down, and the barrier of 
unworth1ness is not msurmountable Our Lord 
was the fnend of sinners, and we, who know 
how much we ourselves have been forgiven, must 
stretch out the helpmg hand of fnendsh1p to 
those who cannot clatm to deserve 1t. 

But, in the nature of thmgs, th1s can only be 
an outer Circle. We cannot gtve our inttmate 
fnendshtp to any whom we cannot trust There 
is bound to be an mner ctrcle of friendshtp, and 
that IS a ddferent kmd of thmg You Will make 
a great mistake if you take the whole world mto 
your confidence about everythmg that passes 

43 
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through your mm4 or comes mto your hfe. You 
are not called upon to do so. But you should 

' . desJ.re heart-to-heart frtendshtp With someone. 
Clement of Alexandria has handed down to us 
a saymg of the Lord Jesus, whtch is not in our 
prmtei Gospel, "Make a frtend." The tdea of 
maksng a frsend suggests something closer than 
the frtendships that sprmg up through ordmary 
ne1ghbourhness or through the wider exermes 
of Chmttan chartty. It means that of set purpose 
you draw to yourself one v.hom you can trust 
Our nature demands thts. Here we may qutte 
nghtly apply the teachtng of psychology about 
che danger of repressiOn. If you form the habit 
of being so self-contamed that you do not need 
a fnend, you become proud and morbtd and 
surly, and of anything but the h1gh Chr1stian 
type. But we know that God has granted to us 
a great privilege, and we should be glad to share 
our deepest joys and our sorest grtefs within that 
inner Circle Even our Lord H1mself had need 
of 1t We know He had His specml friendship 
in that happy home at Bethany. We know how 
in His mmtstry He gathered around H1m the 
company of d1sciples, and d1d not go through 
His mmistry Without leaning upon them, weak 
men as they were. " I have not treated you as 
My bond servants," he said, cc I have called you 
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My fnends, because I have taken you 1nto My 
confidence " 

Keepmg 1n mmd the idea that your beloved 
should be your best, though not your only, 
fnend, let us remember that fnendsh1p in this 
deeper sense is Impossible unless there be com
plete frankness-an absence of that cautton 
which IS unfortunately necessary tn relation to 
the world outside You want to open your heart, 
and you cannot do so unless its secrets may be 
d1sdosed just as they are You even deSire that 
your fnend should know your weaknesses just 
as much as your good pomts For tndeed 1t IS 

a very good defimtwn of a fnend that he ts one 
who knows all about you and loves you just the 
same The fnends of our outer mcle w1ll be 
good to us so long as they are qUJte sure that 
they can in all respects look up to us, and we 
naturally take some pams to keep their esteem. 
But m our hearts we long that there should be 
someo11e, or some small Circle of people, who 
will know us quite as we are, and who will not 
run away from us, or shun us on that account 

Yet, wtth all this, there must be mutual 
respect If we know each other's faihngs, we 
must yet be able to value each other's vtrtues. 
Indeed, with reference to some third person, we 
should never discuss the faults unless the vtrtues 
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are well known and understood. It IS one thing 
to poant out a part1cular fault wh1ch may be 
mended, 111 a character otherwise e'Ccellent, 1t IS 

qu1te a ddferent thmg to magn1fy the fault m 
such a way that the v1rtues are completely for
gotten Thts betng understood, how much hie 
IS enr1ched by this frankness between fr1ends I 
There is the unburdening of the heart, and very 
often the unburdemng of the conscience. There 
IS also the growth of the understandmg-and 
remember that we are to serve God wtth all our 
mmds, as well as w1th all our hearts. How much 
your mmd grows by talktng over your thoughts 
with a fnend I The very expresston of your 
thoughts, bluntly and frankly, wtthout having 
to make all sorts of qualsficat1ons for fear you 
may be misunderstood, the very speaking out of 
what is in your mmd Wtll help you to see dearly 
what you really mean. Then, as you dtscuss it, 
you see th1ngs that he just beyond, correctiOns 
to be made sn your pomt of v1ew. The sense 
that your fr1end values and shares your best 
thoughts wlll strengthen you against the easy
going optmon of the world and help you when 
you go forth to meet oppos1tton. 

It follows from th1s that we must learn to be 
good hsteners. If tt helps us to pour out our 
troubles and to find someone to share them, we 
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must be ready to make thts mutual. We must 
not be selfish We cannot sympathise tf we are 
always full of our own affairs. You wtll be a 
poor fnend tf you do all the talking. Your heart 
must ofte_n be at leisure from ltself in order to 
give that sympathy which enters fully into the 
other person's pomt of view-forgetting yourself 
ent1rely except in order to put your experience 
at the disposal of your frtend 

We must know also how to hold our tongues 
when we go forth from the intimacies of friend
ship to mmgle In the world outside You cannot 
be friends wtth a tatler You will not gtve your 
confidence to anybody who will go off and make 
of 1t somethmg for popular goss1p. So you w!ll 
never be a friend 1f you cannot be trusted to be 
loyal. 

While every real friendship must touch the 
deeper sprmgs of our nature, this does not mean 
that friendship must always be solemn-faced or 
must spend its whole time on the dtscussion of 
sacred tbmgs Do cultivate a sense of humour 
Friendship is Impossible 1f you cannot share your 
best joke-especially if your fnend is going to 
be offended when quite smcerely you were only 
jokmg A sense of humour indicates some of 
the most Christian qualities of character; tt 
implies humility and chanty and other virtues 
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Many a quarrel and many a d1vorce might have 
been a\ o1ded by the use of this pr1celess g1ft. 
But although your fr1end and you Will have many 
a joke together and many a jolly remm1scence, 
yet the mam dnft of 1t should be that your 
fnendsh1p draws out the best s1de of the character 
of each of you mstead of rousmg the worst. 
Your talkmg and hstemng sends you away 
refreshed, With that charmmg feelmg that helps 
you to be good all over-not at all With that 
hombly uncomfortable feelmg of havmg some
how wasted the t1me by saymg all the wrong 
thmgs and taken qu1te the lower view of hfe 
instead of the h1gher. Fnendsh1p cannot be bu1lt 
up s1mply on fnvohty. As the old proverb says, 
"A fnend in need IS a fr1end indeed." What a 
btg comfort 1s your best pal ! • 

Yet even so, there are moments m hfe when 
no human fr1end can meet all our need-ttmes 
when you and your beloved together w1ll need 
some htgher hand to help you You need alwaJ s 
the fnendshtp of our Lord. You need H1m firs~, 
to keep your fr1endsh1p all that He wants it to' 
be And you need Htm most when there are 
thmgs Wtthm your heart too deep for words, too 
perplexmg for even your best fnend to under
stand. In marrted hfe praymg together-even 
1n s1lence, if words do not come eastly-is the 
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greatest and most enduring link of all, praying 
for each other and commttting to God the thmgs 
that are too btg for you to express even to 
yourselves. 

So if God should spare you to keep your 
golden weddmg, He may grant that the one wtth 
whom you share it may sttll be the best earthly 
fnend you ever had 

Now tf your friend is, in the sense whtch we 
are frankly constdermg, your belo'< ed, all these 
thmgs whtch we have been discussing in thts 
chapter must be remembered; but we shall be 
less frank tf we pretend that there 1s nothmg 
more. Without basing your frtendshtp on so 
poor a basts as mere sensuousness, yet as you 
open out your hearts to each other and your 
minds and souls are mingled, you will naturally 
be drawn towards each other-I was gomg to 
say, phys1cally, but rather let me say, m a 
sacramental way; for every touch and movement 
of this kind is essentially an outward and vistble 
sign of that mward and sptrttual fellowship whtch 
we have been constdering. That IS the pomt of 
view from whtch the Scriptures say so much
and say 1t so clearly-about kisstng. 

It would be easy to quote from the Old and 
New Testaments to tllustrate the ktss of fnend. 
sh1p, the k1ss of duttful respect, the ktss of 
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brothers, the kiss of blessing, the kiss of low:rs, 
the k1ss of partmg, and the last kiss on the brow 
of the dead. You cannot fail to see in all this 
that tile B1ble ins1sts upon reverence 1n the sacred 
relationships of life. As a simple matter of fact, 
if a kiss is used for self-indulgence to seek 
physical sensation for its own sake, then love 
wtll qu1ckly d1e out and nothing wtll be left but 
regret. But 1f a kiss is the mutual bestowal of 
C5teem, kindness, and blessmg, then it deepens 
and strengthens love and helps to make it lasting. 
There is an 1nstance in the Bible m which a kiss 
was a call to a great work, and this is still the 
case zn the first kiss of lovers They are com
mitting themselves to those great tasks whtch 
wrll issue in the responsibilities of fatherhood 
and motherhood, wtth all the joy and travail, 
all the self-sawfice which will be needed for the 
great work of br1ngmg up children in the fear 
of the Lord. Even the ki$$ at the death-bed ts 
not tOQ solemn to be remembered, seeing that 
we must wish so to pa$$ through life that 
when death takes some loved one from our 
side there shall be no vam regrets, no sense of 
shame. · 

You will find also a Scriptural reference to the 
kiss of reconciliation after a quarrel. It \lllould 
be well if there were no quarrel, but if such thet~ 
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be, then the kiss that ends tt ..bas a value thai 
makes Me the sweeter after it. 

Then there is the ktss of David for Absalom
and the sequel-the rebel!ton of the son agamst 
the father, and Davtd's cry, "0 Absalom, my 
son, my son, Absalom I" There IS the ktss of 
treachery-Jacob decetvmg h1s bhnd father, 
while Isaac pleads, "Come near now, and ktss 
me, my son", Joab taktng Amasa by the beard 
Wtth the nght hand to ktss htm, whtle smtting 
htm to death wtth the sword m his left hand, 
Judas betraymg our Lord m Gethsemane. It ts 
not unknown tn these days for a man to ktss hts 
Wtfe whtle secretly betraymg her m hts heart; 
or for a ktss of pass10n to be such an_ act of base 
selfishness as takes no thought ~11 of the 
posstble rum m body and soul of the object of 
that passiOn. Of course, there ts no salvatwn of 
mamage under such condtttons except by a 
repentance whtch proves real hatred of such ugly 
thmgs. Yet there ts tpat way of return kept 
open, for the golden ktss of the whole Btble IS 

the ktss of the father for the returnwg prodtgal. 
The Eternal Father sttll stands watchmg and 
wattmg, even amtdst the ruins of what was once 
a happy home He has a perfect understand
mg of all that has brought about the gradual 
declension, and of all the unnottced steps whtch 
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have hastened the day of rum. The thmgs that 
are ne,·er e\plained in a court of law are all qutte 
clear to Hun. There is a ktss of pardon whtch 
in some cases is the one thing needed to restore 
a mamage to something hke what 1t was meant 
to be. 

We must not oHrlook the words of our Lord 
to the proud Pharisee who was so formal, so 
correct m hts own estimation, yet so cold of 
heart, ltke the elder brother in the parable of the 
prodigal. "Thou gavest me no ktss," satd our 
Lord. Propriety, no doubt, we must have, 
restrictions, certamly, must be enforced; a code 
of honour is essenttal. But do not let us set up 
a standard of frigidtty and hardness and call it 
Christ's, for Chnst wtll undoubtedly dtsown 1t 
"Thou gavest me no kiss "-there is no 
encouragement here for that cold s1lence, that 
forbtddtng aloofness, which breaks more hearts 
than the sum total of all the drunken brawls 
and murderous cruelties which we rtghtly lament. 
The self-rtghteousness of those who have never 
done anythmg wrong, but who studiously om1t 
to do what is obviously right, is one of the chief 
causes of divorce. cc Thou gavest me no ktss," 
satd Christ. If these words should meet the eye 
of any who have been pracbsmg desertion With
out leavmg each other's roof-the agonlSlng 
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desertiOn which cuts all the deeper because it 
is unsuspected by the outside world, the daily 
torture of just refusing the kiss that would mend 
all-then, before you consult your solicitors, just 
see that picture of the Saviour, and see Htm m 
the one whom He gave you to love. Just kiss
and be fnends. 



VI 

ROMANCE 

" Gooo shepherd," says Phebe, in "As You 
Ltke It," "tell this youth what 'tts to love;" 
and Sth•1us answers that it IS to be all made of 
s1ghs and tears, of fatth and servtce, of fantasy, 
of passion, of w1shes; "all adoration, duty, and 
observance; all humbleness, all patience, and 
impatience, all purtty, all tnal, all observance." 
One thmg IS remarkable 111 this definition-there 
IS nothing selfish m it. 

There are two secrets which, if they are fully 
understood anCi ptacttsed: are mvaluable to those 
who would bring the art of love to its htghest per· 
fection. The first ts, Do-1.1ot make haste; and the 
other ts, Seek to impa[t r;ther th.a!!_ __ to receive. 

The whole prmctple of courtshtp is based on 
the first of these. However dazzhng may be the 
success of the Sheik on the cinematograph screen,, 
it is qutte dtsastrous to imitate his methods.' 
Even the fatr ma1den who dreams that it woul~ 
be lovely to be carried off and married by maiq 
force would at once be dts11lusioned if a man 
tned to do 1t. There is something to be learned 
from Shakespeare's Petruch10, but there are 
few who can tame a shrew in a day. Or, as the 
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romantically inchned w11l scorn arty reference to 
a shrew, let them note the words of the tender 
Juliet: 

" Although I joy in thee, 
I have no JOY of this contract to-mght • 
It is too r.sh, too unadv1sed, too sudden; 
Too like the hghtnmg, which doth cease to be, 
Ere one can say-It lightens" 

Why does Juliet check Romeo's impatience? 
Because she is a woman, and young, and must 
be wooed before she is won. This is not all 
mock modesty, nor ts it mischievous coquetry. 
A woman's first response to the attraction of love 
may seem to be immediate-mdeed, Bernard 
Shaw suggests, perhaps truly enough, that it is 
the woman who draws and the man who follows, 
but be that as it may, her first mstincts are widely 
ditfused and quite general in character. The 
development of that widely ditfused mstinct 
towards an emotion more mttmate and complete 
does not come rap1dly, and does not arrive 
naturally except in response to much kindness 
and gentleness. Th1s law of gradualness holds 
good, not only in the period of courtship before 
marriage, but agam and again within married life 
itself. If this were better understood, many an 
instance of alleged incompatlbtlity would be 
dmgnosed as mere clumsiness on the part of the 
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nature of the woman to whom he commits his 
hope of harmony and repose at night. If he 
were to treat an engine, or a horse, or a piano, 
or even a ledger, with the crudity and abrupt
ness with which he treats the most delicate oJ. all 
human relationships, he would be dismissed in a 
week, and would receive no sympathy if he were 
to blame any person or thing but himself. . Yet 
if, by the same irrevocable law, he were to find 
himself divorced within a year, he would be the 
first to blame his wife for coldness, want of 
understanding, and refusal to be \'esponsive. 

Meanwhile the wife, if she were to understand 
her own nature better, knowing that she desired 
not to be dominated but to be wooed, might 
recall and exercise some of thost1 little arts of 
attractiveness which she used (dare I say, with
out the least offensiveness, that she used them 
deliberately?) in the early days of courting. At 
least, in those days, she did not )'llWn when he 
hinted that it was a nice evening for a walk in 
the gloaming; and why now shoullf she make it 
a habit to yawn and look at the clock with a· 
bored expression in saying that she supposes it 
must be bed-time? The first rule of marriage, 
and at least half of the whole of ~ts rules, is to 
remember that courtship does not end on the 
wedding-day; it is a lifelong privilege, the ever-
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husband. Love-making is an art, and it is alway• 
a mistake to be in a hurry. This is not surprising 
when we observe the patience of God in nature, 
and when we take to heart some of the pro~ouni 
sayings of our Lord in teaching His disciples : 
"I have many things to say unto you, but ye 
cannot bear them now"; "What I do thou 
knowest not now, but thou shalt know here
after"; "It is not for you to know ... but ye 
shall receive power .... " After all, such a law 
of Jove is simply a rebuke to greediness and 
grasping; it is an appeal to patience and con
siderateness and gentlemanly feeling. It is 
because love is so tine a thing that it needs time 
to grow and ripen. 

It is indeed a ridiculous thing that we should 
be hurrying on the business of divorce courts and 
urging still further measures to pronounce mar
riage a failure, instead of recognising in a sensible 
way the obvious reason why marriages have gone 
wrong-obvious because anyone may know that 
more care is commonly taken to learn the violin 
or to master the rudiments of drawing or of any 
other art, or of any science, than is taken by a 
husband to learn the wonderful art of winning a 
full response from the whole nature of his wife. 
Many a man knows more about the machine at 
which he works by day than he knows about the 
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to-be-trodden avenue to a never-ending secie. <I 
new discoveries. 

Then, don't daub the canvas with a whitewash 
brush; don't thump. the piano; don't scrape 
cr.uelly at the harp-strings; don't jar and grind 
the gears; don't try to dash uphill on top gear 
in the first twenty yards; don't, in short, be a 
barbarian. Be nice; be kind; be considerate, if 
you are a man. Or, if you are his wife, don't 
be so obsessed with the problem of next week's 
. housekeeping money that you must badger: him 
about it just at the moment when he is thinking 
of worshipping God for the beauty of your 
wonderfully moulded arms. It is far better to 
be just a little vain than to be indifferent to the 
power you possess to make the man adore. the 
Creator for h1wing made you. 

So we come to our second principle-seek to 
impart, whether you be the husband or the wife, 
and never aim at your own gratification. If you 
are greedy, the fr:uit you grasp will be sour in 
the tasting; and each will blame the other for 
the failure. But if you are very kind and entirely. 
unselfish, if your love prompts you to give the 
utmost of happiness to your beloved, regardless 
of yourself, then comes the miracle; for he that 
would save his life shall lose it, and he that is 
willing to lose his life finds it.. It is. all part of 
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the fundamental law of the UOI\'erse, and th~re 
would be no dtvorce hws 1£ folk would practtse 
the ongmal laws of God. 

So you arnve at the \"1-0ndcrfullaw of rhythm. 
It IS the law of all poetry anJ of all m U> 1.:. 

Perhaps you have yet to learn the beauty of a 
nocturne of Chopm; but, believe me, 1t 1s "orth 
a whole row of sohcttors' offices just to find the 
meanmg of such music For God insp1red tt. 

Then, when you have been especially atfcc~ 
tmnate, do not afterwards turn away from each 
other abruptly It is tmportant for a man to 
understand th1s for hts w1fe's sake. As her fed
ings have men more slowly to a clnnax, so thev 
smk back to repose more gradually than h1s. It 
a man's love is not to appear selfish and self
centred, he must not cease to be kmd as soon 
as h1s own feelings have attamed a chmax. Real 
love will tend to e:~~.press Itself in contmued 
tenderness by way of epilogue 

Further, 1t should be understood clearly by any 
sens1ble folk that hfe cannot be hved all the ttme 
at a cltrpax God has ordained a law of rest, and 
the princtple of keeping Sabbath appltes very 
wtdely to human affa1rs A great deal has been 
satd lately, and With great forctbleness, about the 
number of hours that a man ought to work tn a 
week There has been much less satd about the 
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number of hours h1s w1fe works, but at least 1t 
1s bctng rccogmsed that the best work cannot be 
done by those who are not allo\\ed enou15h t1me 
to recuperate Now the same truth holds good 
m other spheres of !tfe Even pleasure and so
called recreation may be too strenuously carried 
on, for mstance, there is a ltmit to the number 
of hours of danc1ng that is really beneficial to the 
Ned worker, and it is a m1stake to try to extract 
the last ounce of gatety and eXcitement from a 
Bank Hohday Human nature cannot be roused 
to tts htghest p1tch of ecstasy too often without 
a ptttful reactiOn. It IS folly to expect more out 
of the umverse than the umverse IS prepared to 
g1ve. So in love-mak1ng, any kmd of greedmess 
always brmgs its penalties. The cltmax of true 
love-maktng, when the laws of 1ts art have been 
observed, should be followed by a sense of well
bemg and of renewed and mcreased capacity for 
the tasks of ltfe But an mart1stic excess leads 
to that well-known fee!tng of " the mormng after 
the mght before", the whole personality 1s pded, 
nerves are stramed, tempers are sp01led; quarrel~ 
are eastly provoked; and the JOY of love IS lost 
But the problem 1s not at all a dtfficult one tc 
those who have any sense of self-control. A 
httle expertence soon enables you to understand 
your own nature 111 th1s respect; and then il 
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is only a queStiOn of elementary self-respect 
together wtth a decent respect for each other 
We are here deahng wtth the simple proposttion 
that when you have plucked the roses from your 
garden, you must be patient t1ll more roses grow 
This IS true even from the first weeks of the 
honeymoon period of hfe. 

But then comes a much more serious proposi
tiOn. It has to be remembered that nature does 
not grow roses Without thorns. Folk are begm
mng to thmk that the roses would be sweeter 
without them. I can only say, in reply to that, 
our Lord and Master d1d not thmk so; for He 
wore thorns on Hi's brow and glonfied them for 
ever. 

"Sorrow and love Jlow mingled down: 
D1d e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown I" 

Here agam is a law of the universe, " sorrow and 
love," "love and sorrow." It is of the nature 
of love that it never attains its highest expression 
except by c!tmbing the h11l of suffermg. Love 
must express Itself in sacrifice It IS essentially 
a givmg Anythmg less than this belongs merely 
to the realm of flirtation. Such may y1eld a 
transtent pleasure, but 1t cannot give abtdmg joy 
and deep-rooted happmess. Our Lord spoke 
quite plainly of the sorrow of travatl, whtch He 
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sa1d was soon forgotten 1n the joy-a joy whtch 
does not pass away The readmess to suffer and 
to endure IS an mdtspensable part of romance 
It ames from one of the deepest and truest 
inst.ncts of the soul. Ob\ iously thts ts true of a 
woman's wonderful maternal mstmct, but surely 
there 1s also the mstmct of a father, who counts 
no sacr1fice too great to provtde the best WI thin 
h1s power for those whom he to ... es. A man does 
not bargatn about the cost of hts first gtft to his 
lady-love, but feels the happier to find htmself 
out of pocket on the transaction. He need not 
lose thts instmct when much greater sacrtfices are 
requU"ed of him-sacrifices not of money only, 
but of pn\'atc satisfactions wh1ch he must be con· 
tent, for a ttme, to do without If this means 
dtscomfort, th1s is a small thmg to bear for the 
sake of the woman who has loved him enough 
to go cheerfully to her travail. 

It is all dehghtfully romantic, so long as you 
see 1t m tts right perspectiVe You cannot regard 
a matter artistically without a sense of perspec· 
tive. I recall that once when I entered Southwell 
Cathedral I was a ltttle late, and my first concern 
was to find a peg on wh1ch to hang my coat. But 
you cannot measure a great Norman buildmg lll 
terms of coat-pegs So 1f you view marnage 
stmply and alone from the st11Rdpoint of honey-
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moon excitements, you lose the perspective and 
n11Ss the beauty and the glory You have to 
hft up your eyes and see how one arch leads to 
another, and to another, and so on ttl! you behold, 
as the central object of v1ston, an altar, on wh1ch 
stands a cross, With the ltght shmmg through 
from beyond 1t If you are thmkmg only of 
some immediate necessity, you fall to compre
hend the grandeur of God's plan But take the 
large view, and the hght 1s on the cross, and all 
JS m proportiOn, till your whole bemg is hfted 
up m thanksgtvmg for such a m1racle of creation. 

I hke to thmk of the young couple choosmg 
a house and the furmture, mcludmg the bedroom 
furmture, and looking out on the plot of grass, 
however small, and thmkmg, "That IS where 
(please God) our ba1rns w1ll play." That 1s 
charmmgly romantic, IS 1t not? And of course 
they know qutte well that, however useful the 
threepenny bazaar has been m prov1dmg odds 
and ends for the kitchen, th1s other part of their 
dreams will cost them considerably more But 
romance 1s blissfully unselfish. Then when the 
time comes to make the sacnfices and to practise 
the self-demals that are mvolved, they must not 
fo;get that 1t really 1s romantic--much more so 
than an everlastmg canoe for two 

If, then, there must be per1ods of self-demal, 
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let them be times of quite special tenderness. 
All trace of resentment, all rebellion against the 
higher call of unselfish love, must be lost in the 
delightful resolve to be particularly nice to each 
other at such times. For tenderness, a wise man 
once said, is love in repose. So, whether your 
love is at its climax of expressionl or your un
selfishness is at as high a climax in repose, it is 
in either case a self-surrender. "See that ye love 
one another with a pure heart fer\'ently." 



VII 

PROBLEMS 

\VE come now to a consideratiOn of some of the 
problems of marned hfe Few marTied people 
escape all the problems, although these vary a 
great deal in dtfferent cases. Some of them may 
be avotded tf hu~band and wtfe have been warned 
of them beforehand, but alas I such warnmgs are 
seldom gtven, and young people are left to find 
out by expenence, whtch under such Circum
stances IS apt to be a hard teacher. 

The first problem is th~ establtshment of com
plete tntlmacy between bride and bndegroom 
durmg the period of the honeymoon. This 
requ1res mutual care and constderatton and some 
degree of patience. It ts not to be regarded 
ltghtly or friVolously._ The ear!ter chapters of thts 
book, 1£ read thoughtfully and wtth dtscernment, 
may prove to be helpful, especmlly in thetr 
emphas1s on complete unselfishness But they 
should be supplemented by a quiet confidential 
talk wtth some wtse and kind marned advtser, 
who can delicately mdtcate the simplest and 
wisest ways of meeting the first dtfficulttes of all. 
When these are over, the experience of the next 
few weeks should be especially happy, as the 
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joy of the marned relationship unfolds Itself 
mcreasmgly. · 

The per1od of pregnllncy leads on to new 
questions and perhaps problems. All the faculties 
dtstmct1ve of womanhood are then devoted to the 
care of the ch1ld who 1s in due course to be born 
It 1s very Important to tell the doctor at once of 
any puzzlmg or unexpected symptoms, as a 
word of adv1ce from him may save an immense 
amount of trouble and disappointment. The 
most int1mate part of the marriage relationship 
now requ1res a long penod of abstmence on the 
part of the husband. Some people, I know,regard 
th1s as a hard saymg; but even 1f all seems to be 
well, there 1s st1ll good reason why a str1ct sense 
of self-demal should be encouraged. Physically 1t 
saves a good deal of anx1ety; and psychologically 
the strongest arguments are in favour of it. The 
mstinc~ of motherhood IS at least as strong as the 
instinct of wifehood; and 1t IS not w1se to place 
these two mstmcts into conflict Before preg
nancy begins, the two instmcts are operatmg m 
the same dtrectJOn; but when conception has 
taken place, the Instinct of Wifehood naturally 
becomes subordmated to the motherhood mstmct. 
It IS not unreasonable to suggest that a man, on 
h1s part, may develop Without much trouble an 
instmct of fatherhood sufficient to overcome hts 
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physical mclinat10ns as a husband. If he loves 
h1s w1fe unselfi~hly, he w1ll enter mto her mmd 
as a would-be mother; and he may resemble her 
In begwnmg to love the children unselfishly and 
effectively long before they are born For the 
sake of the commg child, It is far better to err 
on the s1de of too great self-denial than on the 
s1de of such self-mdulgence as may prejudice the 
chtld's best welfare. If any reader thinks that 
th1s 1s the notiOn of a theomt who knows very 
httle about the subject, I can only say that my 
own ch1ldren have had whatever advantage thi! 
theory may possess for them. 

The husband's more difficult problem psycho~ 
logically is some months after the ch1ld is born. 
For a time he shares fully m the joy and excite
ment of proud parenthood; and after receiving 
numerous congratulatiOns he is content to stand 
aside and see the mother and child become the 
centre of thought and attractiOn, as they are 
certamly the centre o£ all that is beautiful and 
romantic and holy. Then the care of the infant 
absorbs the mmd and the time of the mother, and 
the maternal mstmct is seen expressmg itself m 
amazmg feats of patience and self-sawfice. Th1s 
contmues to be so to the utmost degree for at 
least as long after the child's btrth as was the 
period of care and watchfulness durmg the 
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months before. Meanwhtle the full mstmcts of 
wtfehood are found to be 10 abeyance, unless 
they are dehbcrately aroused-as no doubt they 
may be. But the wiser course ts to allow the 
mothcr-insunct to have its full term of pre
dominance. For the mother thts 1s undoubtedly 
psychologically rJght. 

But the father 1s, of course, d1fferently con
stituted. There wtll be times '\\hen he is restless 
and tll at ease. I do not suggest that he should 
be entirely neglected except as the convenient 
agent for dcfraymg expenses A Wtse mother 
'\\ tll somehow contnve to devote some small share 
of her attentions to the man who a few months 
before was the very centre of her earthly extst
ence. However successfully he conceals his feel
ings, she w11l not assume that he has none. But, 
this bemg granted, it sull remains that the man 
must be prepared to take upon his awn shoulders 
the responstbtltty of governing his own nature, 
so as to make of this expenence a fine opportumty 
for the testing of his noblest and best quahttes 
of character. The latter part of Chapter VI. was 
written With these facts in view, and may be read 
again in this connection. And here I may add 
another quotation from Joubert: "Those who 
love always have no letsure to pity themselves or 
to be unhappy " 
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As the months pass after child-birth, and the 
mother on her part becomes aware once more of 
the matwg instinct, then even the most unselfish 
husband has to face the much-d1scussed problem 
of so-called "birth control." Control of some 
kmd there certainly must be. This book could 
not have been wntten from the standpoint of 
carelessness as to the consequences of matmg. 
The notiOn that children may follow each other 
as rap1dly as IS physically possible is an idea that 
the twentieth century has quite r1ghtly dec1ded 
to reject There were days when 1t was con
sidered a mark of fine character to be respons1ble 
far the b1rth of eight or mne children within 
twelve or fourteen years, even though several of 
them died and the mother also died before the 
eldest had time to grow up. It is even related 
with pnde that a second wife then undertook the 
noble task of extendmg the heroic father's famtly 
to still larger dimensions A clergyman "ho 
spends some ttme wa1t1ng for funerals has ample 
opportumty for studying tomb-stones, and these 
tell their own tale. Tender and lovmg memory 
IS very well, but tenderness and Jove during hfe
tlme might have expressed itself much more con
siderately. Even now, when infant welfare and 
maternal welfare receive far more attention and 
sktll, the questton rematns whether a woman 1s 
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called upon to spend practtcally her whole adult 
life In an untnterrupted cour:,e of pregnancy 
and sucklmg. The fcmuust movement of thts 
century may ytcld little practtcal benefit through 
Par!tamcntary franchtse; but tt has certainly 
asserted one of our Lord's outstanding principles 
-the recognitiOn of the full personaltty of each 
human bcmg, in the case of women no less than 
in that of men Motherhood sttll rcmams one 
of the very highest of woman's functions, giVIng 
to her pcrsonahty some of tts TJchest e'l.pressJOns. 
But the ulzo/e personahty includes faculttes whtch 
cannot have scope tf :Ul control of motherhood is 
to remam in the hands of her husband. 

Control of some kind there must be; and in 
spite of :UI that has been said and wrttten on this 
subject m recent years, there is no control of 
parenthood whtch does not mvolve as its chief 
factor the exercise of self-control. The husband 
who is mdtfferent to the consequences of hts 
actions is stmply selfish and mean, and far below 

, the standard which this book IS stnvtng to 
uphold-a standard which may at least In some 
measure profess and call itself Christian. There 
1s JIO_~ucltlh}_ng__as »umtalrtghts. The phrase 
is stmply a mis-spelhng of marztal mes, which,· 
of course, means another thmg The relattonshtp
between marned lovers must be mutual, or 1t is 
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sheer prostitutiOn No man has any right to 
call a chtld mto extstence against the htghest and 
best Instincts of the ch1ld's mother. 

But tf the power of cho1ce ts to rest with the 
wife, she must be trusted not to exerctse tt for 
selfish ends To refuse the sacred privtlege of 
motherhood merely m order to follow pleasure 
and ease, or to spare herself the pain and trouble 
of maternity, IS to be false to her womanhood. 
It may be well m these days to remmd both men 
and women that the brmgmg up of chtldren, to say 
the very least of tt, 1s far more mterestmg and de
lightful than to keep cats, rabb1ts, pigeons, poultry, 
poodles, greyhounds, race-horses, or a motor
bicycle and side-car, or any other infenor substt· 
tute for the responstbt!ittes of family hfe. The 
woman who loves tenms or dancmg or entertammg 
or motormg or her own mdependence more than 
she would love a baby 1£ she had one, is definitely 
abnormal, whtch means, tn plam language, a 
freak, and much to be pit1ed. In saymg this, 
we must be careful not to judge those whose 
mner history we do not know; for there are many 
who are without chtldren, or without as many as 
they would w1sh to have, on account of some 
disab1hty of health or of nature wh1ch they 
themselves lament exceedmgly So this is not a 
matter m whtch we can appeal with perfect fatr-
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ness to the bar of public opmion. But we do 
appeal to the indlvtdual conscience. God has 
g1ven us our several places in a world-wtde 
soc1ety; and when we ask what IS r1ght and what 
ts wrong we must not think of ourselves only. 
One of the plamest truths about hfe m a com
munity is that it cannot go on unless its rules 
tend towards 1ts continuation by the birth and 
educatiOn of children and by the handmg on of 
the best princ1ples that expenence has taught us 
to the generat1on coming after us. Therefore 
we must think of the ch1ldren. For their sake 
married llfe must centre in the home, and the 
relationship between men and women must be 
governed by the claims of parenthood in the life 
of the commonwealth. When you think of the 
chtldren and their needs, you see the dtsastrous 
tendency of all theories which would undermme 
the stabthty of marrmge; for nowhere can a chtld 
find its true home hfe unless father and mother 
are wedded in a lifelong umon. 

To maintam th1s pnnctple m the face of the 
whole world mvolves sacnfice and even hardship 
in many indtvidual cases. But we d1d not argue 
about " hard cases " and the unfatrness towards 
indtviduals when we allowed-our youth to go 
forth m m!lhons to the trenches. Now, tf ever, 
we have to rebuild; and there can be no firm 
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foundation for soctety on a basts of self-pleastng. 
It IS to a htgh sense of pubhc duty that the appeal 
1s to be made; that men and women should not 
ask what IS eastest or most pleasant or most 
comfortable mdiv1dually, but what is the htghest 
indtvidual contnbution that each can make 
towards the well-bemg of the whole. 

In some cases the hardship is continuous over 
a long period of years. Even the heroism of a, 
Captam Scott 1s perhaps less dtfficult of achteve-

1 

ment than the datly herOism of endurance With
out pratse or applause, unknown to anyone but 
God When I am asked what mottve is to sustain 
a man or a woman who is constantly tempted to 
break bounds, I answer that this question IS in 
1tself a clear proof that we cannot do away with 
religion. I do not know any other ground of 
appeal whtch adequately meets all the problems. 
But so long as the Gospel of Jesus Chrtst is still 
preached, 1t 1s posstble to ask, solemnly, tenderly, 
sympathetically, sincerely: Oan we ever com
pletely cut out Gethsemane and Calvary from 
qur v1ew of hfe m this world? Some of the best 
men and women I know, and the happtest and 
brtghtest, are those who in one way or another 
are taking up a cross datly in the Name of Jesus. 
The man who lost a leg many months ago, who 
at thts moment ts back in hospttal for further 
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treatment, was brave and splend1d 'l'l'hen I saw 
h1m yesterday. H1s wtfe and ch1ldren are the 
same. It is not from such as these that we hear 
complaints of mcompatJbllity and the harshness 
of thetr fate; but from quite dtfferent folk, 
genel':llly nch in outward blessmgs, w1th much 
to make hfe easy, who, for want of any experience 
of the real herOisms and the real occasiOns for 
heroism, spend the days in self-pity Ltfe IS 

gn en us for something nobler than that. It 1s 

poss1ble to turn even heavy trials mto monu
ments of spiritual VICtory. Patience, unselfish
ness, and a great love for all humamty, have 
power to redeem hie from sordidness and to 
rescue the sp1rit from disappointment and despair 

" So may the gentle current of our days 
Make musac t'Vtn /r1>111 lht stona o/ care 
And murmur with an undenong of praase" 



VIII 

EPILOGUE. 

THE Book of Common Prayer, in the Form of 
Solemmsatwn of Matnmony, begms by stating 
three causes for which Matrimony was ordamed. 
Fmt, 1t is for the sake of the children Th1s, I 
trust, I have emphasised Secondly, it is to 
hallow and direct anght the natural faculties 
of manhood and womanhood. Th1s, I beheve, 
we have clearly recogmsed. But whenever I read 
th1s opemng exhortatiOn aloud m the church at 
a wedding, I invanably not1ce that 1t JS the third 
part of the statement wh1ch at once sets everyone 
at ease and conveys to all present a sense of the 
dehghtful happmess of the occasiOn: "Thirdly, 
1t was ordained for the mutual society, help, and 
comfort, tha~ the one ought _to have of the other, 
both m prospenty and adversity." 

"Mutual soc1ety, help, and comfort "-there 
is a fine rmg about that word " comfort." It 
impl1es encouragement and cheer and consolation 
and tenderness and comradesh1p and help 

Th1s is expected to be mutual It is not ~ 
satisfactory arrangement for one partner ir 
marriage to dommate the other; who is conten' 
merely to say, "Yes, love," to everything. Or 

75 
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the whole, it 1s better 1£ the w1fe IS still sometimes 
coy enough to apprectate a compliment; or to be 
pleasantly surpmed by the recttattOn of a love
poem, such as : 

"0 my Lu1e's hle ~ red, red rose 
Thu's newlv sprung m June; 

0 my LU\e's hle the mdodae 
Thn's sw~tly play'd in tune 

" A1 bar ~rt thou, my bon111e lass, 
So deep 111 luve am I 

And I "'II luve thee 11111, my dear, 
T11l a' the seas gang dry, 

"T1JI a' the se.u gmg dry, my dear, 
And the rocks melt w•' the sun, 

I Will luve thee still, my dear, 
Wh,Je the sands o' hie •hall run " 

It is almost worth while to learn Scotch so as 
to be able to say that with just the right accent. 
And 1t 1s worth whtle to be an exile from home 
occasionally, for the joy of the welcome back. 

"And bre thee wee!, my only Luve, 
And fare thee wee! awhale; 

And I will come again, my Luve, 
Tho' It were ten thousand mile " 

And unless the task of wr1tmg is an uncommon 
pain and trouble, you should certainly write to 
each other every day of absence. Then, during 
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the days at home, there are many thmgs that 
may occur to a lover's mmd whtch would give 
comfort to hts beloved; but I wtll not make 
further suggestions, because I hope she will read 
this book, and I do not want her to think that 
he only thought of such httle attentiOns because 
I reminded htm I hope she wtll receive hts 
efforts kmdly. One man went home one day 
wtth a new resolutiOn to be affectionate; so he 
sprang to hts wife and embraced her as he had 
not done for years "Ah, John," she said, 
"drunk again'" Perhaps he was not qutte 
tactful and too bmsterous. But these httle 
demonstrations are better 1f they are mutual; so 
we trust the lady wtll not be dtscouragmg. 
Look often into each other's eyes, and may thts 
be without shame or self-reproach. 

So you may be sweethearts to the end. Ltfe 
goes on, and we do not grow younger; but love 
is deepened. Here is a ltttle epilogue, remem
bering that "jo" means "sweetheart" : 

"John Anderson my JO, J<lhn, 
When we were fint acquent, 
Your locls were h~e the 1'2ven, 
Your bonnie brow was brent; 
But !low your brow JS bald, John, 
Your locl.s are like the snow, 
But blessmgs on your frosty pow, 
John Andenon my jo. 
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"John Anderson my JO, John, 
We cbmb the hall thcgtthcr, 
And mony a c..nty da,, John, 
\Ve've had m' ane anJthcr. 
!\ow \\C mann totter down, John, 
But hand in hand \\e'll go, 
And slttp thcgJthf.r at the foot, 
John Anderson my JO" 

And now good-mght to you, my dears, all of 
you; and God bless you. -

PRINTED lN QR&At BR.ltAIN BY 

BlUING AND SONS L'tD 1 Ct.lli.DFORD AND ISli&R 


