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Preface 
In this little handbook we have 

endeavoured to }:)resent 1n & readable 
and enjoyable form the latest and 
most significant FACTS about NOR· 
WAY. The selection. abbreviation 
nnd dtscrlminatlon whtch necessarily 
must take plo.ce to compress a. wealth 
at data Into a. minimum o! spa.ce, wUl 
always be a. source or controversy. 
We hope to have ottalned a happy me· 
dlum. 

The fact that England and the 
Untted States are ctwo countries se .. 
parated by the same language> has 
created tor us a special and rather 

tricky problem. Considering that tl 
book Is published In a country whl 
Is European like England. Wo..!>~ 
thought It more appropriate to •II&' 
the British terms as a rule. Wh&tm 
any appreciable differences exist, ho 
ever. American synonyms are addt 

Criticism Is Invited os a help towar 
greater perteetton ln subsequent 
sues. Statistical Information Is t 
sed om latest obtainable offlc 
figures, except where. due to spec 
circumstances, the pre-war statist 
give a more natural bMis, 
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THE COUNTRY 
Sttuatlon and Extension: 

Norway Is situated between 57" 57' 31H 
Nand 71" 11' 8" N latitude and between 
4"30'13'' E and 31" 10'4" E longitude. 
The greatest length of the country 
(North Cape to the Nazel 1s about 1760 
km ( 1100 miles) as the crow files, 
wh11e the greatest breadth. measured 
E-W, Is about 430 km (270 mil~J and 
the country at Ita narrowest Is only 6 
km ( 4 miles) acr01>5. To the north, 
west and south. also partly to the 
cast, the sea forms Norway's bound­
aries, the coast line being roughly 
3400 km (2125 miles) long. not count­
ing all fjords and lnleta. Including 
these brings the total length o! coast 
line up to almost 20.000 km ( 12.500 

•

s ). The land frontier 1s about 
, km (1600 miles) of which 1650 

(1030 mlles) faces Sweden. 724 km 
(450 miles) Is Finnish and 196 km 
1122 miles) Is Soviet frontier. 

• Biggest In Norway .. 
Largest Island: Rlnn~y - 849 sq .m . 
Largest lake: MlOsa - 139 sq.m. 
Longest river: Glomma - 367 m11es. 
Highest mountain peak: 

Galdhoplggen - 6090 rt. 
Highest waterfall : Vettlsfoss- 852ft. 

Svalbard, or Spitzbergen, consists of 
S larger and numerous smaller 1slands 

In the Arctic Ocenn, nbout 360 
miles due north ot Northern Norway. 
Total area of the group Is 62,600 km~ 
(24,200 sq. miles ). Other arctic lslnnds 
1Kvlt6ya, King Karl's Land, Hopen 
and Bear I sland or Blornoya). which 
geographically belong to the group, 
have an additional area of some 300 
sq. miles. Svalbard was placed under 
Norwegian sovereignty 17. July 1925. 
Some coal has been mined at Svalbard, 
total output to date being about 7 
mill. metr. tons. 

Jan 1\layen, an Island In th<! North 
Atlantic, Is 144 sq. miles or area. 
Norwegian sovereignty declared 8. May 
1929. Highest mountain peak B<'Pren· 
berg Is 7550 reet AMSL. Jan Mayen's 
meteorological station ls or great ' 'alue 
to Atlantic forecasts. 

Antarctic Possessions (uninhabited) : 
Bouvetoya I B . lslnnd ) nnd r>eter rs 

dy (Island)· have nrcas or 23 1\nd 94 
sq. miles respec tlvely . w~re placed un­
der Norw. s overelguty 1. Dec. 1927 
and 2 Feb. 1929. 

The Antarctic Sector . between t he 
Falkland Islo.nds Dependencies (Coats 
Land) and the Australian Antarctic 
Dependencies (45 o E } waa pronoun­
ced Norw. territory a . JaD. 10311. 
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Topography 
Norway ls an extremely moun­

tainous country, the ms~n ranges be~ 
ltg the Lang f J c 11 en e (g(•neral 
•.tlrl"rtlon N-8l tn tbc western pnrt or 
S(Jll\ I) em Norvmy, 0 o v r e t W-E) be· 
twc~n the south~E>IlSt~m counttcs and 
Trondeiog and K ,I ci 1 c n I N--8 I along 
mo~t, or the Sw£>dlsh frontlcr. The 

highest peaks are found In Jotun­
heimen, nortbermost part of Lanl(l)el· 
lene. Other spectacular rormntions 
nre found tn Ronda.ne, Trollhelmen, 
parts of the Dovre range, and 1n the 
coastal mountains ot Northern Nor~ 
woy. 

Climate 
The cHmnte Is determined to n great 

extent by tbe Gulf stream. which 
brings warm wnter from the tropics to 
Norwegtan coastal waters, keeptn~ the 
majority or the harbours tee-free 
throughout the winter. Mean tempe .. 
ratures of coastal districts are con~ 
slderobly higher than would be expec­
ted at such nigh latitudes. Orcotost 

differences between summer and fllt,~ 
ter temperatures e.re round in til·~~ 
land valleys of south~ea.stern Norway, 
while along the co .. t the temperature 
is more constantly mOderate. Rain .. 
fall is moderate, heaviest along the 
west coast, while the Inland district-s 
are comparo.tlvely dry. 

Som~ Meteorological Data 

Mean temperntt..tes 
Maxtmum ratn­

lall obseroed Temp. recorded 
Yearly Jnnuary July In I year mo.x. mln. 

Oslo ...... .. 41'F 23'F 61'F 36" 
126" 
57" 
59" 

95' F + 22' I' 
Bergen ..... . 45e F 34° F 57° F 90' I' + 3' F 
Troodhelm .. 
Tromsll 

39' I' 27' I' 57' F 95' F 15' F 
36' F 27' F 52' F 82'F O'F 

Flora and Fauna, Fishing and Hunting 

The predomlnnting trees tn Norwe~ 
glan torcst.s are spruce. !lr and pine. 
while blrch and other dectduou~J trees 
are found e\'fm in mountainous diS• 
tricts. The- vegetation ls rlchest 1n the 
south~enRtern dlstrkts, .the deep 
forests or the matu valleys forming 
the basis or NoT\veglnn l"Jmbcr 1n· 
dUBtry. Th~ conifers on seldom round 
above 2S00-300V teet. 

WUd berries, t'Speclnny btue-hflrrles, 
are iib'Jndar.t. tn most woodland dt­
~:t'ets or southern Norway and con­
stitute A.n lmportnnt export urtlrl~:>, 

:Norweghtn an1mall1fe 1s of consider .. 
Bble ltnportnnce tt"' the country, as 
large dtstrtcts r1re c.lmost entirely de­
pendent on !lsh('rlcs. 0! land animals, 
the bear ls a.ltnost extinct while elk 
(moose) Is found in South Eastern 
Norway nnd rclnde<·r arC> st111 the 
most tmporto.nt domestic antmals 
tn Flnnmark. Many species or smaller 
anlma.ls c.re found, such ns wolf. rox. 
l~'tlx, otter c.nd bell.ver. but some nre 
becoming 'll'ery rnre. Birds 'o! game 
are found both 1n the valleys a.nd in 
the mounlilno, lho ptalmiJ<W (!llOU· 

sel beelng the best known. Freshwa­
ter fish such as trout are found 1n 
practically all rtvers and lakes 
throughout the country, whlle sal· 
mon 1.s rarely caught outside the 
known •salmon rivers•, 

Foreigners intending to hunt or 
!Ish 1n Norway should remember to 
register any nre~o.rms which they 
bring tor this purpose, with tho cu.­
toms authorities. Shooting privileges 
can be leased for certntn periods from 
owners or private estates. On state ~ 
municipal territories, only elk or d~.­
may be hunted by toretgners, J ' 

small game. - The right to tlsb 
rivers and lakes must be leased from 
the lnndNowners. but most tourist bo~ 
tels plo.ee their rights at the disposal 
o! their guests without any addltlonal 
fee. Salmon and se£L-trout !lshlng 1s 
governed by special rules. 

Alllnqutrtes concerning fishing and 
hunting right-s and licenses should be 
addressed to the Norwegian HtmLers' 
and Angler's At.soclatioo (Norges Je~ 
ger ... og Flsk.er .. Forbund, Prtnsene. g&te 
21. Oslo). 



POPULATION 
Tot.al populat1on pr 31 Dee 1946 3.123.338 cPnsus Ceocuphit 

di1hibwrion: , , , 1947 3.164.000 cstlmnt(' 

1801 A!.t.M Cro•th: 
1!;01 ~1946 

184~ ~ 1 329 m1ll 

191..'() t...t.llW..A.ll 2 :!40 m.!l 

'41llm~ lll3 "''" 

Muri•Jn, birth• & dutht: 
II CO) per ytlltl 

Avt:r.agc- 192.0/24 
_,_ 1925129 

-..... 1930/34 
1935139 

-·- 1940/44 
1945 
1946 
1947 

Millions 

I 5 

10 

Age 0--14 

I1:ItEJ um 
15-19 

M 
M 

~ t 
17,5 63.3 31.8 
16.5 51 .l 30.8 
18,1 44,6 29.5 
22.4 43.9 29.8 
25.1 5l.2 32.0 
:!5.1 57.8 29.0 
28.1 70.0 18.6 
28.8 67.9 29.3 

Dbtribution by •c•crot.~pt 1nd su: 
1930 1945 

Ch1ldren IQ.I41 285'% 219% 
Youth tl$.191 

Adults r 20·641 
Old agt 165·1 

96°";1 75% 
53 6 lJb 61 2 ""' 
83°? 94% 

10000,1000% 

Total rnale pop 48 B % 49 2 % 

Total fem.1le pop 51 2 °1 50 8% 

~ 1000"•1000'' 

65-

Nt.~mbtt 

ol inh•bittnh: 

Nor them Nor'lo\oay 
381.650 

2: Trol'ldhelm 
diSifiC:h 296 800 

tTrQndetagl 
3 Westem 

NonN•Y 771.850 
4 Southern 

Norway 161.400 
5 Eastem 

Norw.11y I 505 600 

Numb11 of lnhabltanh 
P'' 1qutft milt In 
som• c;ountrln: 

Norway 26 
Fmland 29 
Swede I"! l6 
V.SA. 42 
Den,., ark 244 
Grc.at er.t.:~~n 499 
Holland 696 
Bclg•vm 694 

The post-war years show tl ~~gnir•co~u'lt mcrtase in the number of matt101ge" .1nd blflhi Ao J 

res1,1lt of the low n1tahty Jn the ye.m 1925-40 a deerease rnvst b. f.'~!)« ted u'l the number of rNI· 
~es. and b1rths m the near future The net increase ol the populaTion will shQW a ste.ldv decl•nc 
I_~ about 1970 1t ls.csllm}1tcd th<tt the popula!1on w1ll be St<Jblc. 

The change 1n age s:roups hom 1930--45 show~ • defm,te incrt•!.t"'•n the iK!ult group I pro· 
ducri,.e PQQulationl 

Agricult~,~ral areu 
24 7% 

Rcr;ion1l didributioa: 

Citit'.l· 

28 l ll-'o 



Ne.me 
or city 

MAIN CITIES 
Population l Dec. -16 . Cousu111r I 

, - , -----

1 

represet'~ 

wtthtn I ~a ctty and 1 t.atloQ 

1

. 
city 1 adJom111~ A: USA 

. Umlts I ~-ountry· : B=Brnam / 
I side :F=Frau.~t' 

Notable teaturea 

---·--- --· ··-· ------------------
()ala U8 000 I 4ti2 oou 

-------- -----
Ber&cU 11/H~IU 164 BOO 

' 

--~--
Ttonabeun 5640~-- 92 ,)lj. 

St.ava.u;:~r 49 200 iOOOO 

I A 
B 

I 

p 

I 
• B 

I 
p 

F 

B 
F I 

Caplta.l. GoVf~rnmen._i\.~ 
Paruament. Supreme '-;J'~·-~. 
University Vo.rtous hrlhl• 
str1ea, shipping. centre ot 
cummunwattons. ----------------
UOlver.slt:Y Trade CHll.tl. 
ILilpOrt of gralu &: srucc­
rlcs.. export ot Clsh and 
!ish producta. shipping, 
industry. 

Tf!chnlcal college. Trade, 
export of ore. pulp & ptt.~ 
per, llsh. Industry. 

Centre ot tbe canntng tn· 
dustry. Considerable lUlie 
or !lgt'tcultural products. 
Shipping. 

Industry. Export or pulp & 

i------1-"p~ap~e~r·~--------­
Trade and shipping. 

Alesund 

Shipping, fishing, export 
or herring & !Ish, canning 
Industry. 

!S 012 29 800 F I_.::F=.Is::ch::lnc::gc:c, '-A:r-ct-lc-se_a_ll_n_g,-e~: 

I port or !!sh, varloUB lndu-

1 

llitrtes. 
~-~---- ---:--r-=::..__ ___ _ 
Moss !1 OU8 I 21 !00 F Pulp & paper, mechanic 

industry, trade. 

s~~ ---~-I 2910U £xp .. rt & Import. Pulp & 

I 

paper tnduRtry. .IJ:i;,· 

~edr1kstad _!_ i·l~·l -. J9 700-1 F Pulp & paper. oll re!ln~ 
Kristlot:sun<I__,._l2_900 _1 __ <8000 -'~-F ,__!lxport or dried !Ish. 

Sarpsb~rg __ I_280Cl __ ]_ 22~00 F i Pulp & paper Industry. 
:r_oosb~I'J!__ 11400 1 34 300 B F I''Sh!p;lng wballng trade"" I -- --

I 11300 Arendol 
Troinso-~1 
HOrten-~~, 

: 10 soo:.:. 

~.-rVii~--~ 
Hamar 

10 800 
-10200---

10 2110 I 

--- - ------- ---- --· 
20 70\J f' Trade, sbtpplng. 
21 000 8 F--j-lii-CiiCSeallng, trade. 

-iS--800 ----- -Naval base and -shlj, .. ya.rd. 
--i4'soo B Harbour tor export' ot awe: 

F dish Iron-ore. 
27 200 Trade, industry. 



DISTRIBUTION OF AREA 

HISTORY 

800--1500 
The 9th century Is a period or VIking 
expansion and raids . The first kings 
fight to Introduce Christianity. La­
ter on cl vll wars rage between 
throne pretenders. Union between 
Norway and Sweden and later 
between all Scandinavian countr1es 
In 14th century, while Germl\::1 
~Hansea.tes• dominate external trade, 
Western dependencies won and lost. 

aoo- 865 VIking raids aga.!.nst we­
stern Europe. 

872 Battle or Harrs!jord. King 
Harold Falrhalr f1rst sole 
ruler ot Norway. 

970 (ab.) Iceland discovered and 
settled. 

1000 (ab., Greenland and North Ame­
rica ( •VInland•) dtscoverP.d. 

1030 King Olav Haroldson killed 
1n battle or Stlklesta•i 
after determined attempt 
to introduce Christianity. 
Olav becomes martyr and 
saint after hls death. 

·l03G-1035 Danish king Canute the 
Great rules Norway. 

1066 · King Harold Hardrade falls 
near Stanford Bridge, Eng;­
land, In battle again:st 
Anglo-Saxon king. 

1103-1130 King Sigurd ( cJorsal!a-
. rer•) performs pllgrlma~e 

to Jerusalem. 
l1S2 · Residence or archbishop 

1n.Btltuted In Trondhelm. 

120G-1240 Clvll wars, ended by king 
Hakon Hakanson. 

1178--1248 Snorre Sturlason writeS 
Norwegian sagas in Ice­
land. Iceland and Green­
land become Norweglun 
dependencies. · 

1263-1280 King Magnus cthe Law­
mender,. proclaims a na­
tional law. 

1320 Cathedral In Trondhelm 
completed. 

1319-1360 Norwegian-Swedish union. 
1349-1350 Waves or plagUe (•Black 

Death•). 
1350 German merchants - the 

Hanseates - round o!tlces 
In Bergen and monopollze 
Norwegian trade. 

1387 Death of Olav v. last king 
descending directly tr~m 
Harold Falrhalr. 

1397-1523 Union of Kalmar between 
Norway, Denmark and Swe­
aen. 

1468-1469 Orkney and Shetland Is­
la.ndJI loet (to .Scotland). 



I History 

1536 Lutheran faith l.ntroduced. 
1563--1570 Nordic 7-year war (Den­

mark-Norway vs. Sweden) . 
1588--J&ta Kiog ChTistlan IV, roun­

der of Chrl.st1ania (Oslo) 
1624. 

1645 Barjednlen and Jlimtland 
provinces ceded to Sweden. 

1658 Bohuslen ceded. 
1688 Kin~; Christian V Issues 

national law. 
1709-1721 Great Nordic War. 
17(10 Academy of Sc ience 1ouu-

ded In Trondhelm. 
1807-1814 War against Sweden and 

Englnud. Famine. 
1811 University of Christiania 

(Oslo) rounded 2. Sept. 
1814 Pence treaty or Klel. Nor­

way C'!ded to Sweden by 
Denmark (14. Jan.) Na­
tional llSScmbly ut E1dsv,Jll 
(April--May 1 elect:s Danish 
prince Cbrlstlan Frederlk: 
kmg of Norway, drafts 
constitution (17. Ma)'). 
War with Sweden (July-­
Aug.). Chrlst1an Fre<Jerik 
withdraws, pence with 
Sweden. First assembly of 
parliament (October). Uni­
on with sweden {4. No v.) . 

18lll Bank <'! Norway founded 
Ln '!'rondhe1m. 

1837 Municipal government. In­
troduced by law. 

1854 First raHway (Oslo-Eids­
voll). 

1880-1884 Afte r struggles between 
parllament and cabinet, 
parltamentary rule 1.8 In­
stituted. 

1887 Jury system introduced. 
1898 Universal franchise r lgbts 

for men. 
1905 Union with Sweden dissol­

ved (7. June). Dantah 
prtnce Carl elected King 
Haakon VII of Norway (18. 
Nov.). 

1913 Universal suffrage for wo­
men. 

1925 Spitzbergen (Svalbard) pla­
ced under Norwegl.an sove­
reignty. 

1928 First Labour government. 
1933 Norwegian Government lo­

ses dispute with Denmark 
for sovereignty over Green­
land's eastern coast. . 

1940 Germany attacks main ci­
ties 9. April. Ptghtl.ng con­
tinues In Southern Norway 
until 5. May, In Northern 
Norway until 7. June. 

1940-1945 Fight continued outside or 
Norway. Quisling becomf:s 
premier under Germ:u1 
cRe1chskomm1ssar• Ter' 
ven. Underground for . 
carry out sabotage etc. 

1945 Norway liberated 8. May:' 
Kl.ng returns 7. June. 



GOVERNMENT 
The Constitution 

The cEidsvoll Bulldlng• where t he 
constitution was drafted and pro­

clat.med 1814. 

The present Norwegian Constitu­
tion (Grunnlov) was drafted by ana­
tional assembly at Etdsvoll and pro­
claimed on the 17. May 1814. Later 
several amendments have been added. 

The Constitution Is divided Into 
the !ollowlng 5 parts: A. Form of Go­
vernment and Rellglon: B. Executive 
Power (the King and his council); C. 
Citizenship and Legislation (the Par­
Uo.ment}: D. Judicial P ower; E. Ge­
neral Provisions. 

Inspired by the American War of 
Independence and the revolutlcnary 
French Ideals, and modelled on the 
French constitution o! 1791. the Nor­
wegian constitution lays. down that 
•The Kingdom o! Norway 1B a tree, 

Independent, Indivisible and !nallen­
able Kingdom. Its form or go vern­
ment Is n limited and hereditary mo­
narchy. ( ~ 1.) The Evangcllcai-Luthe­
ran religion Is the public religion or 
the nation. The Inhabi tants profess­
Ing It are required to bring up their 
children In the same. (§ 2.} The exe­
cu tive power 1B vested In the K.lng. 
the legislative power In the ParUa­
ment (Stortlng), and the judlclal po­
wer In the Judicature. ( § 3.1 

Three Important general provU:Ions 
In the constitution are, firstly, that no 
person can be Imprisoned without o. 
trial ( § 96), secondly that there 1baU 
be freedom or speech, printing and 
assembly (§ 99-100) - thirdly that 
·•no law may be given retrospective 
c!!ccto ( § 97). 

The p arliament bulldlng 
( ~stortlnget») In Oslo. 

The Flags and the Coat of Arms .,-
The Norwegian mer c b a. n t fla:~ 

was given Its present form by a 
Stortlng Decision tn 1821. In 1844. 
however. the cunlon badge• was In­
serted ln the upper comer neares t 
the flagpole. This was again re­
moved In 1898. 

The n e. v a 1 ! 1 a g was slmllnr 
to the Swedish mlUt ary flag rrorn 
1815 to 1844, the only modl!lcatlon 

- being a small. dle.ronal whlte cross 
on a red field, Instead of the 

upper, Inner blue !1eld. From l 8H 
this was replaced by the present 
n aval !lag, though with a •union 
badge• which was deleted In 1905. 
The naval !lag Is flown by state in­
stitutions and m111tary units. 

The coats o t n r m a of Norwegian 
sago. kings varied considerably. but 
a golden lion In a red fleld wa~; 
used a.s early as the 13th century. 
It~ pre~ent design was fixed in an 
order-ln-councll 1937. 



10 Government 

The Royal Family 
Uaakon VII, ltlni of Norway, born August 3ra 1872, ele~ted King November 

18th 1905. Married July 22nd 1896 to Maud Charlotte Mary VIctoria, Princess 
or Oreat. Bn~a.ln and lre!tt.nd, Queen ol .Norwu,y. born .November 26th 18691 

du:d Nuvemb~r 20th l9J8, 
Theu aou · 
Olav, Crown Prince of Norway, born July 2nd 1903. Matrled March 21st 1929 to 
Martha Sotla Lovlaa Dagmar Thy...,, Prlllceas ol Sweden, Crown Pr!llceas or 

Norway, bom h.arcb 28th 1901. 
The1.1 cn.llctreu 
Ragnbild Alc>and...,, Princess ol Norway, born June 9th 1930, 
ASltld Maud lugebOtg, Prlucc65 ot Norway. born r'ebruary 12th 1932, and 
llata.ld, Prtnce o! .Norway, burn February 21st. 1937. 

King Uaakon Is the aon o! the late King Frederic VIII ot Denmark, and accor· 
O..Ul)!)' the uuc.:1e ot the re1~uu1g King Freder1c IX. Kw.g Chrlsttu.n IX o! 
Denm&.rk \1/a.s hls srand%ath('r, 

Queen Maud WM the 5th child o! King Edward VIland a sister o! the late Kmg 
George V. Klng Chrlstum lX o1 Denmll.rk was o.l.so her grandfather. The 
King and the late Quet!n were thus fl.rst cousins. 

Crown Prmcess Martha 1B the eldest. daughter or Prince Carl ot Sweden (a. 
brotner ol Kill& Oo.Jstat \ of Sweuen 1 Wld PrtnceM lul!;eborg, wb.o 1s a slstr:r 
of Ktng l:ia.atwn Vll. Tbe Crown Prince and. Prmcess are consequently first 
cousms u..." o~ot-11 Tue ~u."t ~ ... ~::tru Al)t.nd uJ btlt:'HLIU w~ b l:ilb~~r VJ. (.;ruwn 
PrlncesJII Martha. 

Parliament (<<Storting») 
The Norwegian repres~utll.tl ve rts .. 

sembl1 or Parunment 1s c11lled the 
•St.ort.ing». It is composed or lJO 
members. 50 representing the towns 
and cttles. and 100 the rural dl.St· 
l'lcts. 

All Norwegian subJeCts, men and 
women, have tbe nght t.o vote, prJ· 
71dcd they nre at leo.st 21 years •1! 
age, have hv~Jd ln Norway !or 5 
yeurs and have not bad thelr ng:.lt 
to vote suspeuded or cuncelled. rh~ 
ballot 1s written and secret, and 
takes place on the so.tne aay 1n uc .. 
tober or November. tor all electorAl 
dlstrlcts. Tlle number ot represen­
tat.tves to be elected from each di· 
str1c1. 1S determlned tn the cot~st1· 
tutlon. Eligible lor elecuon are <tll 
men and women who have reached 
the age ot 30 years, ho.ve resHJ.cct In 
Norway for 21 yean; and a.re entlt· 
led to vote. The electoral period ts 
4 rears. The •St.ortlug• can not be 
dissolved during the electoral pe· 
rlod. 

From among lts members each 
Stort1ng in its tirst meettng elects 
~ ... to constitute the •La.gtlng•. whl!e 
the rest torms the •Odelstlng•. Thts 
dlvls1on is ot Importance only wlth 
reKard to ,proposal& ot laws, wb1ch 

must be discussed separately ln the 
Odels~lng and tile Lagtlng. All otller 
decl.Gtons te. g. buaget matteN, 
tlnanclal decl.stons. pol1t1cal a.nd ad .. 
mtu1Stratl ve resolutions) are made 
by the united Stortlng. 

Tile members ol the Lagtlng may 
also, togP,tber wlth the Supreme 
Court. Corm tile High Court o! tho 
Realm. Tbt.s oourt meets to h~at ca-. 

· sea against members or the Govern .. 
ment, whtcb may be brought up 
by the Odelst1ng. It 1$ a notttworthy 
feature ol the Norwegian parliamen­
tary system tha.t both chouses• of 
the Stort1ng ore elected together. 
the dl v1s1on taking place atterwo.rds. 

The Stortlng may require m~ 
llcattons to be made In treaties (ri.!i'~ 
foreign powers, a.nd It Is its preroga'fi'l'e 
When and It necessary to elect t.he 
heir to the throne, the Klng e.nd the 
Regency. 

TM cNobel Peace Prize• lB dlBtrl· 
buted annually by a committee of 
5 peraons elected by the Starting, as 
spect!led In the will or the donator. 

The of!lcers of the Stcrtlng are the 
President (speakerJ and Vlceprestdent 
or the Starting together wlth r.he pre .... 
s!dents ol the Qdelstlllg an<! Lagtlng. 



Government 

Cabinet 
Prime Mlnlater: Mr. E. 0 e r h or d sen. b. Q'T, opp, <15. 

Utenrlksdepartementet !Ministry of Forclrn Affairs), 
Minister: Mr H M. Lange. b. 02. app. 46. 

Sections: a) Administration, bi Political A!!nlrs, c) Commercial Polltltll, 
dl Protocol. e) Public Relations. 

Klrke· og undPrv1mlngsdepartt>mentet 
(Ministry of EcciPSiastlcal Affairs and Education), 

Minister· Mr. L. Moen. b. 85, app. 48. 
Sections: a) Ecclesl.atlcal Affairs, b) Education. cl Cultural Atlalrs. 
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!!?. 
JustfB• og pollttdepartementet (~llnlstry ol Justice and Pollee). 

Mtnlster: Mr. 0. C. Gundersen, b. 08, app. 45. 
Sec ns: a) Administration, bi Prisons, cl Le~lslntlve Atralrs, dl Supervision 
ot .uocal Government, el Pollee Al!alrs, 11 War Damugcs, g) Civil Dolence. 

Soslaldepartem•ntet (Minl•try or Social A!!alrs). 
Acting Minister. Miss Aa. Aasland, b. 90, npp. 45. 

Sections: a) General social problems. bi Pensions and Securities, e) Health. 

Jndustrl·, Mndverks· og sklpsfarts-depnrtementet 
(Ministry or Shipping and Industries). 

!.llnlster: Mr. L. Evensen. b. 96, app. 45. 
Sections: a) Manutacturlng, bl Mining and llandlcrnft, c) Navigation and 

Seamen's Affairs. d) Waterpower and lllectrlclty, e) Shipping. 

Ftskerldepartementet (Ministry or Fisheries). 
Minister: Mr. R. C•rlsen. b. 08. app. 45. 

Sections: oJ FIBbing and Whaling, b) Production and Sale. 

Landbruksdepartementet (Ministry ol Agriculture), 
Mtnlster: Mr. K. FJeld, b. 87, app. 45. 

Sections: al Agriculture, bi Forestry, cl Veterlnary Affairs. 

Samferdselsdepartementet (Ministry of Communications). 
Mlnlllter: Mr. N. Langhelle, b. 07. app. 45. 

Sections: a) Roads e.nd Railroads, bi Post and Telegraph, c) Civil Aviation, 
d) Traftlc and Transport. 

Finans· og tolldepartementet (Ministry of Finance and Customs), 
Mlnl3ter Mr. 0. Melsdalshagen, b. 07. app. 47. 

Sections: a) Administration. bl Finances. c) Taxes, d) Customs, 
e) AdministratiOn or Civil Service. 

Forsvarsdepartementet (Ministry or Defence), 
~ Minister. Mr. J. c. Hauge, b. 15. app. 45. 
~ctlons: a) Personnel e.nd Equipment, b) li:conomlc and Legal Affalra. 

Fo,..ynlngs. og gJenrelmlngsdepartementet 
(Ministry of Supplies and Reconstruction), 
Minister: Mr. N. Honsvald. b. 99. app. 47. 

Sections: a) Administration, bi Rationing, c) Industrial Supplies, d) Housing. 

Handelsdepartementet (Ministry of Trade). 
Mlnlster: Mr. E. Bro!oss, b. 08, app. 45. 

Sections: a) National Budget. bl Trade and Commerce, cl Money. Exchange 
and Foreign Debte, d) Foreign Trade, e) Regulation or lmporte e.nd Exports. 

•. -



Government 

Cabinets 1905-1948 
Prime Minister 

Cbr. Michelsen !OOS-<17 
J. G. LOvland 1907-()8 
Gunnar A. Knudsen 1908-10 
W. Konow 191Q-12 
J. K. M. Bratlle 1912-13 
Gunnar A. Knudsen 1913-20 
Otto B. Halvorsen 1920-21 
Otto Blebr 1921-23 

otto B. Halvorsen 
Abr. Berge 
J, L. Mowlnckel 
Ivnr Lykke 
Chr. Homsrud 
.J. L. Mowlnc~e! 
P. Kolstad 
J. Hundseld 
J. L. Mowlncke! 
J. Nygaardsvold 

e:. Oerhardsen 
E. Gerha.rdsen 

1923 
1923-24 
1924-26 
1926-28 
1928 
1926-31 
1931-32 
1932-33 
1933-35 
1935-45 

1945 
1945-

Foreign Minister 
J. G. Lovtand 1905-()7 
J. G. Lovlnnd 1907-()8 
w. Ch. Christophersen 190&-10 
J. Irgens 191D-12 
J. Irgens 1912-13 
N. Ihlen 1913-20 
Chr. Fr. Mlchelet 19211-21 
A. Rrestad 1921-22 
J. L. Mowlnckel 1922-23 
Chr. Fr. Mlchelet 1923 
Chr. Fr. Mlchelet 1923-24 
J. L. Mowlnckel 1924-26 
Ivar Lykke 1926-28 

, Edv. Bull 1928 
J •. L. Mowlnckel 1928--31 
B. Braadland 1931--32 
B. Brandland 1932-33 
J. L. Mowlnckel 1933-35 
H. Koht 1935-41 
T. Lie 1941-45 
T. Lie 1945 
T. Lie 1945-46 
H. Lange 1946-

Local Government 

Party 
Lib. 
Lib. 
Lib. 
Llb.COllli, 
Cons. 
Lib. 
Cons. 
Lib. 

Cons. 
Con,._ 
Lib.\ 
Con:J 
Lab. 
Lib. 
Agr. 
Agr. 
Lib. 
Lab. 

Coalltlon 
Lab. 

Norway is divided Into 64 urban 
and 681 rural munlclpnlltles. Each 
ot these haye extensive local self­
government. The muntclpul CO\tn('.ll!i 
are elected by 4proportlona.l repre­
aentntlon,, The election period 1s 
now 4 years. An urhnn councll con~ 
sl.sta or not less than 20 and not more 
tho.n 134 me:tnbera. while the number 
ot members ot rural councils is axed 
by the coun~y governor (fytkesma.nn,, 
and shall be not less than 12 and 

normally not more than 48 members. 

ARGENTINA: 

The muntclpnl1t1es have extensl\'C 
tnxatlon rights to enable them to 
undertake thelt numerous tasks, the 
most Important belng school and 
health services, rellet, and building 
nnd maintenance ot ronds and streets. 

The tunds required by the munl· 
clpalltles are mainly obtained by 
direct tnxa.tlon, a.nd ill some parts l.Jy 
State subsidies, 

Di!llomatic Representatives 
All ndresseo In Oslo unless otherwise stated. 

Fr. Nansena Plass 5. T. 41 53 42. M. A. L. Luduena, Min LEtter. 
AUSTRIA: 
St<x:kholm. Baron P. de W!nterate!n, Minister. 
BELGIUM: 
Fr. Nansens Plass 5. T. 4149 44. M. Charles Vlerset, M!nt.ster. 
BRAZIL: 
Eckersbergsgt. 47. T. 55 06 77. M. Anlbat" de Bab61a Lima (agrM). 
CANADA: 
Fr. Nansens PI.Ms 5. T. 33 30 80. M. Edw. J. Garland, M!nt.ster. 
COILE: 
ltllngenberggt. 4. T. 42 44 00. M. R. L. Wessel, Minister. 



Government 

CHINA: 
Hatn!Jordsst. 7. T. 44 40 ~0. M, W\lllliZ ltlni, Ambwador. 
CUBA: 
Hotel Bristol, Oslo. T. 4158 40. M. Miguel A. Espinosa, Chalie d' Al!olr ... 
CZECBOSLOVAKIA: 
Fr. Nnnsens Plass 5. T. 4109 23. M. Dr. Theodor Kj)!;ka, Min later 
DENMARK: 
Olav Kyrrllllgt. 7. T. 4418 46. M. Oscar Oxbolm, Arnbnasndor. 
ECUADOR: 
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Camilla Colletta vel 15. T. 42 53 91. M. Jorge Perez Concha, Charge d'Affnires. 
EGYP1': 
Stockholm M. HUS8eln Rady Bey, Minister, 
FINLAND: 

~
He!tyesgt. I. T. 55 00 75. M. P. K. Tarjanne, Minister. 

E CE: 
Dr .mrnensvelen 69. T. 4418 20. M. Julea Fr. Blonde!, Arnbaasador. 
GREAT BRITAIN: 
Dramrnensvelen 79. T. 44 18 25. Sir Laurence Collter, Ambassador. 
GREECE: 
Krlstlnelundvel 4. T. 44 39 65,' !d. Nlcolna BiJltis, MiniJlter. 
HUNGARY: 
Stockholm. M. Vllmoa Btlhm, ll!lniJlter. 
ICELAND: . 

· Stortlngsgt. 30. T. 4158 20. M. Glall Svelnsson, Minlawr. 
IRAN: 
Stockholm. M. Gagber Kazemt, Mlnlater. 
ITALY: 
Inkognltogt. 5. T. 44 20 38. M. Guglielmo Rulli, Minister. 
MEXICO: 
Fr. NnnBens Plnas s. T. 426708. M. Carlos Gutlerrez-Macins, Charge d'A!lnlrrs. 
NETHERLAND: 
Oscarsgt. 29. T. 69 35 90. M. G. Luden, Minister. 
PERU: 
Qyldenlovesgt. 38. T. 41 58 20. M. Jorge Bailey Lembcke, MlniJlter. 
l'OLAND: 
Olav Kyrres Plass 1. T. 44 86 39. M. Jose! Glebultowlczs, Minister. 
PORTUGAL: 
Hatrs!Jordsgt. 7. T. 55 06 97. M. Dr. Fernando Quartln de Ollvelra Bastos, Min. 
ROMANIA: 
MunKedamsvelen 92. T. 69 38 41. M. Bardu Solomon, Minister. 
SIA~I: 
Stockholm. M. Arthaklttl Banymyong, Mlnlater. 
SOVIET UNION: 
Drammens•elen 74. T. 5517 80. M. B. A. AlannasJev, Ambo.ssador. 
SPAIN: 
Rlddervoldsgt. 7. T. 44 5916. M. Fernando Valdes~ IbargUen. Cornte de Torata, 

SWEDEN: 
Charg6 d'Allaires. 

;
tzers~t. 4. T. 44 38 15. M. Baron J. Beck-Frlla, Ambassador. 

'ITZERLAND: 
stlnelundvel 18. T. 44 39 65. !d. Jacques Buckhardt, Charge d'AI!alres. 

TURKEY: 
SchJelderups vet 2. T. 55 79 06. M. Sureyya Anderlman, Mlnlater. 
UNITED STATES: 
Stortlnlr.lgt. 28. T. 4102 00. M. Charles Ulrick Bay, Ambassador. 
URUGUAY: 
Stockholm. M. Eduardo D. de Arteaga, MlniJlter. 
VENEZUELA: 
Stockholm. M. Dr. A. J. Anzola Carrillo (agree). 
VUGDSL.I.VIA: . 
Dra.mmansvelllli 105. T. 44 81 OS. M. Dr. Milos Moskovljevlc, Mlnlater. 



JUDICIAL AND LECAL SYSTEM 

The Courts 
The Supreme Court Is seated In 

Oslo, but !ts !lchf o! activity em• 
broces the whole country. There Is 
one President 1 •Justltlarlus• l nnd 17 
permanent judges. In each case the 
court Is made up o! 5 judges. Due to 
the Important Influence which f'up· 
reme Court declstons have on legal 
practice, the rule Is that I! more 
tha.n 2 members or the court vote 
tor a decision dlf!er!ng !rom pre• 
vlous Supreme court decisions, the 
case should be decided by the 
complete court. 

Proceedings are oral, but all evl .. 
dence Is written and presented by 
the barristers. The Supreme Court's 
Board o! Appeal (Kjrer<m~lsutvalg) 
consists o! 3 S.C. judges and hand· 
les appeals from lower courts, whlch 
need not be brought be!ore the 
Supreme Court itself. 

Courts o! appeal are found In 
5 cities. They arc led by a presiding 
judge ( •lagmann• l with two assi­
stant qunll!led judges. In some ca• 
ses Iny Judges (11domsmenn») take 
part ln the decision. ln criminal ca· 
ses the question or guUt 1s decided 
by a lay jury, whlle punishment Is 
decided by the 3 qu•ll!led judges. 
After the war the Jury system has 
not been employed tn cases ngninst 
traitors and collnboratora. All pro­
ceedings, lncludtng presentation of 
evidence, are oral 1n these courts. 

District and town courts are ad· 
ministered by a qunll!led judge with 
two nsslsta.nt lay judges. In most 
civil cnses the jud~e decides the case 
unassisted. Proceedings are oral. Ju~ 
rlsdlctlon o! such courta 1s llmlted 
to the clty or district. 

Conclllatlon councils are found 1n 
all munlclpalltles (<kommuner•). 
They each consist ot 3 members, 
elected by the munlclpallty every 4 
years. These counclls act mainly o.s 
medlntors to obtain an agreement 
between the parties before the case 
LB taken to court, but also as courts 
proper. under certain condltlons, All 
proceedings ln these courts are oral 
and the parties meet l'llthout their 
lawyers. 

Cases against Traitors and 
Collaborators. 

Actions of the Qulsllng traitor 
government and other eolls.borators 
have created a problem unique 1n 
Norwegian legal practice. 

In tile ordinary criminal law there 
are provisions for cases a.galnst 
treacherous actions such as were com .. 
mlttcd during the occupation, but~ue 
extent ot these offences ,.could Dll "e 
foreseen. Consequent11 It b<•c ae 
n~cessa.ry to amend and supplement 
the law In two respects. Mllltary law 
concerning treason and espionage 
wae modltled to make lt appl!cnbte 
to the large numbers or traitors, col~ 
laboratora and peraons serving ln 
German units, - and new rules were 
Introduced, making It possible to 
punish adequately the <small tral· 
tors11, party members who ha.d only 
been gullty or petty o!!ences. 

The total number of members of 
the Nazi party oNIUlJonal Samllng• 
wns about 60.000. Some o! these also 
served in special untts of the Oer .. 
man armed rorces ( •!rontkjempcre• l, 
whlle others were active 1n the storm 
troops, pollee etc. or betrayed patriots 
and secret agents. cases against 
Germans In Norway, (torturlsts. fAb .. 
wehr. agents etc) have also been 

· handled by N orweglan courts. 
As per I. July 1948 about 96 000 ca· 

ses have been tried. 0! these about 
40.000 have been dropped, ln 34.000 
punishment (mostly !lnes) was meted 
out by the pollee, 22.000 have been 
decided by the courts. some o! them 
appealed. 38 traitors have be-en 
executed, among them Qulsllng hlm· 
selt. Punishment tor actlve, adult 
members or the cN.S.,party ranges 
!rom 11/,.-5 years, party o!tlclals .'> . 
-15 years. Later amendments hn11&: 
reduced all prison terms or m~· 
than 8 years by 50 %, whUe death 
sentences must be con!!rmecl by % 
ot the Supreme Court. 

Administering the punishment has 
made lt necessary to establish new 
prlson and torced. labour camps. Re~ 
hab111tatlon and readjustment o! 
released prisoners have caused some 
problems, nlthough on the whole 
they have been solved satls!actorUy. 



POLICE 
The pollee 1s subordinated the Ml· 

nlstry or Justice and Pollee. Tho 
country 1s divided Into 58 pollee dl· 
strlcts, each beaded by a Polltlmester 
(Commissioner ot Pollee l. The larger 
tQwns normally constitute sepa.rate 
pollee districts, while the amaller 
towns rorm a district together with 
the surrounding country districts. 
'l'l!e pollee torce In the towns com· 
pr,.., the commtssloner, one or more 
dl)'!tles and subordinate personn•t. 
ln the rural districts the pollee 
authority 1s vested In the Lensmann 
{sheri!!). who also pertorms several 
administrative duties as local State 
representative. The State pays all 

pollee expenses, but the municipal!· 
ties must refund a aubetantlal part 
or them. 

The activity o! the pollee prlncl· 
pa.Uy compr1ses the malntenance or 
law and order and the deBitng with 
crtme. A special reature ot Norwegio.n 
pollee organization is that the pollee 
combines the duties o! a prosecuting 
ot!lce with the ordinary pollee act!· 
v1tlcs. The pollee law ot!tcers mny 
also by summary declslons tmposo 
lines trom kr. 1.- to kr. 5.000.- or 
imprisonment up to three months. l! 
the delinquent does not acquiesce to 
the pollee decision, he may appeal for 
a court Judgement. 

DEFENCE 
Armed Forces 

All Norwegian armed forces are 
,administered . by the Ministry ot 
Dolence. The highest mll!tary au­
thority Is the Joint Defence Sta!f 
(•Forsvarsstaben>), ln wartime a 
do rs v a. rse J e b (Otncer com· 
mandlng Norweglan armed forces) 
Is appointed, while In peacetime the 
Defence Starr Is commanded by the 
Chlet o! Defence Start, p, t. J.t. 
Gen. Ole Berg, 

The a.tmed forces are organized 
In tbe following branches or service: 
Army, Including Home Ouard, 
N a v a 1 De ten c e. cornptlstng 
Navy and Coastal Art!llery, A I r 
De ten c e: Alr Force and Anti .. 
A!rcra!t Artillery. 

Conscription ts compulsor:v tor 
all men trom the age ot 20. Tne 
period ot service vartes In the va­

-~1.18 branches, but 1s generally 9-
~/months. The percentage o! re· 
iii!Ults receiving specialized training 
1n the armed forces 1s very hlt;'h. 
- Since 1~6 a considerable part 
ot all ArmY recruits serve In the 
Norwegian Brigade In Brltlsh·ocell· 
Wed Germany. where they underr;o 
baslc training In addition to tbelr 
pollee duties. 58'/o or tbe recruits 
serve 1n the army, 22J/0 1n the naval 
detence and 20°/o In the l>lr defence. 
Tralnln~ or non·comm~tolled ol-

!leers takes place at •be!alsskoler•, 
usually one !or each branch or the 
servtce, while commissioned of!lcers 
are given their tlnal trntnlng ttt 
•krlgsskoler• (War Academy nnd 
Naval Academy), spcctaUzed tech .. 
nlcal training is given at the Tech~ 
nical College In Trondbchn, Mlll­
tary Branch, and temporarily at 
universities abroad. 

Army, naval and o.tr deteitce are 
divided geogrephlcally Into com­
mands (districts! - the army Ut 
6 cdlstrlktskommando,s (OK), cor .. 
respondlng approximately to di'il~ 
slana - the naval de!enee in :; 
•SJ!lforsvarskommando•s (SK) -and 
atr defence 1n 4 duttkommando•s 
(LK). 

The organization of Norwegian 
defences 1s at present being revised 
by the .. Forsvarskommtsjon•, n 
committee appointed by parliament. 
Meanwhile the armed forces bav~ 
been re-organized a!ter the war In 
a 3-year period 1946-19. The normal 
expenditure on defence 1B approx. 200 
mlll. kr. per year. Additional exp•ndl­
ture on purchases once and for all 
amount to 300 mlll. kr. tor theRe 
3 years. For 1946-19 an additional 
100 mlll. kr. bave been spent tor de· 
fence purposeo, whlle opeciallsto are 
Clllled up tor Jdllltlonal eervtce. 



16 Defence 

Norwegian War Effort 1940-1945 
Tbe war In Norway 1940 started 

wlth the OP.rrnan 1nvnston of 9. 
Aprll. A German ultimatum deman­
ding surrender was reJected and 
German attempts to capture or kill 
the King were frustrated. Fighting 
continued 1n southern Norway un· 
tll 5. !Jay, Allled troops being 
brought In !rom 12. April on. 
Fighting In Northern Norway con­
tlnued ln May and June, Norw~· 
glan and allied torces scoring Uml· 
ted triumphs, viz. the recapturing 
of Nnrvlk, but the sltuat1on 1)0 
other European fronts made Allled 
wltbdrawal neccssarv. The army 
1n Norway surrendered and the 
King and Government departed !or 
London 7. June 1940. 

Under the Government ... ln-extle 
Norwegian forces were reorganized 
and trained In the United Kingdom 
nnd ln Canada. Lnter on cpoltce 
troops• were organtzed in sweden. 
Altogether almost 25000 men were 
members of the armed forces out~ 
side ol Norway, 1100 or whom were 
kllled on active service. Army units 

participated In commando raids, and 
rought wlth British units during the 
invasion. 

The Royal Norwegian Navy lost 
20 ships during the war, but sank 
40 enemy warships and 36 mercban t 
vessell!. Altogether 73 vessels were 
•probably sunk• or damaged and 20 
aircraft shot down. 

The Air Force shot down 253 ene­
my planes, with 42 •probables• and 
151 damaged, sank 5 oubmarlneo 

(13 probables) and destroyed ,.;{1"­
mnged great numbers of t.~Y 
shipping and vehicles etc. 

Ships or the Merchant Marine 
played a very Important part In sup· 
plying the Allied rorces. (See under 
•Shipping•). 

The Norwegian Home Front was 
organized 1941 and Included espio­
nage, sabotage, propaganda and 
ml!ltary units. 

Although the war situation preven­
ted extensive military operations by 
the Home Front, lts tonnatlon and 
existence WI'IS very Important !or 
public morale and resistance, 

I ORDERS AND DECORATIONS 
•Den Konge11ge Sanct Olavs Orden• 

(The Royal Order or St. Olav) wnsln• 
stltuted 1847. It has 4 classes: Orand 
Cross (StOrkors) - Commander -
Knight, 1. and 2. class, The r.rand 
cross mny be conferred -twlth chain• 
o.n<l the commander's cross .cw1th a 
sto.r>. 

41Mcdaljen for borgerd!d" (For Out .. 
standing 5Prvlces ns a Cltizen) in gold 
or silver, wns Instituted 1819, 

•M•dalJen !or edcl d1d• (For Heroic 
Deeds) In gold or sliver, Instituted 
1885, awarded tor exceptional (note­
worthy) feats of lifesaving or simi­
lar d€cds. 

•Kongens fortjenstmcdaljc• (For 
Clvll Services) In gol<l or sllver, Insti­
tuted 1008, awarded lor outstanding 
or long and !a.ith!ul service. 

•St. Olavsmedallen•, Instituted 1939, 
awarded by the Klng tor contribution 
to advancement ot Norwegian good .. 
will abroad etc. 

•St. Olavsmed. med ekegren• (St. 
o.med. w. oak leaves),tnatt~uted 1942-

43 as a war decoration, awarded by 
the King lor personal contribution 
to Norway's cause during the war. 

•Krlgskorset med sverd• !War 
Cross with Sword), Instituted 1941, Is 
the highest-ranking Norwegian de­
coration. For personal gallantry or 
exceptional leadership tn action. 

•Haakon VII !rlhetskorS> (H. VII 
Cross o! Freedom) and !rlhetsmedalle 
(H. VII Medal o! Freedom) InstitUted 
1945. Awarded to m111tary or ~tvlUa.n 
persons who have made outstanding 
(notable) contributions to tbe NOrl)'e­
gtan cause during the war. -~ 

•KrigsmedaiJen• (War Medal). ln.'l,;i; 
tuted 1941. awarded to NorwegJan or 
toretgn personell tor meritorious ser· 
vJce or conduct 1n e.ctlon. • 

•Haakon VII 70-irs medalJe• (H. VII 
70th Ann I versnry Memorial !Jed a I) 
awarded to personnel serving In Nor­
wegian !orces 3/8 1942. 

•Deltagennedaljen• (Participation 
Medal) awarded !or service during the 
war 1940/45. cRosett> (Bar) added for 
service both In Norway 11140 and abroad. 



NORWEGIAN DECORATIONS 
T op row : Order of 
St. Oln11 - Medal 
for Outatnndlng 
Services - Meda l 
for Heroic Deeds. 
Middle row: H VII 
eros.~ ot Freedom 
- Klng·s Medal for 
Ci vil St>rvlce - H 
VII Mednl of Free­
dom - War Cross 
with Sword. Bot­
tom row : St. Olav·s 
M edal wlth Oak 
Leaves - War Me­
d>\1 - Pnrtlclpntlon 
Medal with bar -
H VII 70th Annlver• 
sury M emorial Me· 
dal. 



The Official 
Coat ol Arms 

Klng Haalton VII 

PrlDeeu ~hlld 

);l4f· l> - • r , . 
X 

Merchant Flag -Naval Flag 
King's Flag - Crown Prince's Flag 

crown Princesa Martha Crown Prince Olav 

Prlncesa Astrtd Prince Harald 



Prime Minister 
E . Gerhardsen 

P resident 
o f the S tortlng 
c . F . Mons~n 

For eign Mlnls ter 
H . Lange 

COMPOSITION OF PARLIAMENT (STORTI NGl 
19?.-i 

f~~-~-; --------
I 

•i .. 

- - ----- - ---

1930 
-- -- - --- - -. - - ... . .. . . ... 
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I . . . 

.. 
1

- . . - -

- C()n"'mun•c,l\ - Agrarians 

Soc·al• ~'" 

L>bou r - Con!oer ... ·attves 

f M•s.cellane~s parries 



NORWEGIAN UNIFORMS 
Civil ian uniforms: 

Senior condu< tor 

Mil i tary uniforms: 

L ieuten.af'lt Sub·l1cu ren~nt Comm.Jndc!r 

ARMY BRANC ti BADGES 

r-.~··J· . ..I : .... ·. - . 



L THE CHURCH 

The Cathedral at Trondhelm, 
destroyed and reconstructed 

several times. 

The EvangeUcal-Lutheran Church 
Is t he National Church ot Norway, as 
!ald. down In § 3 of the Constitution . 

There is, however complete freedom 
of religion. ena bling all members of 
dissenting churches to worship after 
their !ashton. 

The church Js administered ny the 
Ministry or Ecclesiastical A:rtalrs o.nct 
F.ducatlon, and all servants are thu~ 
~<ubordlnate to the King and thl' 
P nrUamentl. 

The country Is divided Into 8 dio­
ceses. with sees In Oslo, Hamar, T~ns­
berg, Bi.rlstiansand, Stavanger. Ber-

t
• Trondhe1m and ~oms~. Thc;;e 
subdivided lnto 91 deaneries. 525 

1.8hes and 1024 congregational di­
s rtcy.. Services are held In more 
than 1200 churches and chapels. 
served by approx. 750 clergymen. The 
Rveroge congregation thus numbers 
4000. which 1n sparsely populated di­
stricts along the coast makes the war!< 
or the minister extremely d1ftlcult. 
even hazardous under unfavourable 
w"'ather condlttona. 

Almost 97 % ot the population be­
long to the State Church. 0! tnc 

remnlnlng 00.000 people, there are 
66 .000 members o! vnrlous free chur­
ches. such ns Romnn nnd Greek Ca­
tholics. Methodists. Baptists, Ortho­
dox Jews etc .. as well as 24.000 not bt>­
longlng to any faith or society. 

All services by the church: baptt.sm. 
conflrmatlon. wedding and .tuncrl\1 
ceremonies nrc free oC churge ror Its 
members. The so.lnrles a nd pensions 
of church servll.llts arc paid by the 
S t ntc. More than 85 'i'c or :til 
marriages are performed by tht' 
church, baptism an<l coutlrmatlon Js 
nlmost universal and !unernls { buri­
als or cremation) nc11rly alw~ys 
solem nized by t he ministers. 

Numerous rellglous organizations 
support; and supplement the work or 
the State Chur-ch. through Jny scrvlct>s 
by trnvell!ng evangelists, Sunday 
schools, bible schools etc .• as well as 
!lnanclal aid, publication o! rellgto•1s 
books etc. 

Norweglnn missionaries abroad hn?c 
heen very active. There are altogether 
18 missionary orga.nlzatlons. wit h 
more tt1an 350 European missionaries 
1n the field, serving congregations of 
a t lenst 180.000 baptized members. 

Modern pa.rll!h cnurch near Oslo. 



EDUCATION 
... 

Oslo Un\verslty. Modem buildings or the Science department at Bllndern 

PUDLIC SCliOOLS •peoples' hlgh schools~ (!olkehog­
skoler) or country schools, 40 1n 1\ll. Since 1860 elementary education 

has been free nnd compulsory fer all 
Norwegian chlldrC'n between 7 and 
14 years of age. Tho11gh parents moy 
give their ch1ldren Individual, equival­
ent trnlnlng. practically all children 
attend publlc schools. where teaching, 
and to some extent even books Pte., Is 
tree. In 1940/ 41 there were m ore thun 
300.000 children In public schools. !\!; 
against only H OD In private schools. 

Public school expenses ore dlvldPd 
between the State and municipal 
authorities according to special re­
~;Uiattons. Den tal and medical care 
and to some munlclpalltles also free 
meals (<Oslo Breakfast~) are provi­
ded. Teachers In public school must 
be graduates or the Teachers' Col­
lege, either a 4-year course. or a 2-
year cour:;e based on students' exam. 
In 1940/ 41 there were 8700 teachers 
1 male & femalf! 1 In rural districts and 
2500 In cit:; schools. 

Children who P.re physically or 
rnen tnllv handicapped. receive their 
training 1n special schools. There l\re 
4 public state schools !or the den!, 2 
for the bllnd. 4 for feeble-minded 
nod 2 tor underprivileged children 
as well as munic ipal schools for ab­
n<Jrmal cb1ldren. 

Many children pass on to •contt­
n untlon schools • 1 frnmhaldsskoler). 
of which there are about 300. Their 
cHrrlculurn ls based on public sc.hool 
exams and ernpbazlses practical v.ork. 
- Other continuation courses with 
n broad, general scope are t he so-called 

HIGH SCHOOLS 
The !lrst Norwegian blgh schools. 

the so-called Cathedral schools, were 
founded as early as the 12. century. 
The present organization lS based on 
Realskole and «Gymnasium... The 
former. of 3 years duration. alms to 
give a solld, general tralnlng. There 
are plans to divide even this elemen­
tary training Into more speclaUzed 
courses. 

The •Gymnasium• ls the basis of 
university education. and one can 
choose between the tollowlng courses 
or faculties: Science (chosen by 53 
% o! students). Modern languages 
(especially Engllsh literature and his­
tory) - 45%. Nordic, Latln, Greek or 
Russian . 

The number o! teachers was In 
1943 2900, of which 1300 had their 
University degree and pedagogic 
course. There were altogether 272 
high schools. 19 of them state schools. 

OTHER SCHOOLS ~ 
State, municipal and private te¥' 

nlcal and special schools are tound 
a ll over the country. They are partly 
based on public school exams only as 
entran"e qualltlcatlons, whlle others 
demand Junior (realBkole-eksamen) 
or senior (art.lum) matriculation. 
Schools of thls type are: Elementary 
technical, technical, handicraft, 
commercial, agricultural etc. as well 
as schools for seamen, fiahermen. 
domestic scteQce worker. oto. 



Education 

llNIVERSITIES 
Oslo University, founded 1811. w.1s 

1947; 48 attended by 6000 students. 
the larger number or whic h w.•re 
studylng languages (1840) , law ! 171'> J. 
science (820) and medicine !720!. 
There were 4730 male and 1270 fem:-~le 
students. Duration ot the cou rs,•<> 
varies from npprox. 4 1,2 years (phar­
macy) to 8 years (medicine), bu t 
generally speaking the !:'tudents m••Y 
take their own time and attend only 
those lectures which they consider 

~
tlal. Some ot the course:;, how-

e include seminaries when• 
· dance is compulsory. Oslo University. 

The University of Bergen, foundl.'d 
1948, Is attended by more than 500 
students. Courses comprise scll.'nce, 
philosophy and medicine. 

The Technical University ( Noq;Ps 
Tcknlske Hogskole ) at Trend­
helm was founded 1900. education 
started 1910. About 1000 students 
annually receive their t raining: r.s 
architects or engineers (mining, clvll. 
electrical, chemical and mechanlcall . 
The courses are of 41,2 years' duration 
(architects & chemical engineers 5 Bergen Untv"'r~lty. 
years). 

Agricultural High School (Norges 
Lo.ndbrukshcgskole) at As nea r Oslo. 
carries out research and educa tes spe­
cialists In agriculture. gardeninr;. 
forestry, dairying and economic sur­
veying. 

Dental High School (Norges Tnnn­
legehogskole) In Oslo. founded 1909. 
carries out research in dentistry, and 
educates 50 dentists annually. Durn­
tlon: 4 years. 

)!I 

Veterinary High School (Norges Ve- Technical Unlv~>rslty at Trondhelm. 
t~rinrerhpgskole) in Oslo, founded 
1935. 15--20 graduates per year, course 
lasts approx. 6 years. 

Commercial lllgh School (Norges 

l delshpyskole) tn Bergen. is bnsed 
enlor matriculation or elementary 

· merclal high school. 70 students 
graduate annually after a 3 or 4 year 
course, the latter quallfylng !or a 
commercial teachers's license. 

'reachers' High School (Norges Lre­
rerh¢gskole) at Lade nearTrondheim. 
founded 1922, gives public school 
teachers further training In pedago­
gic, psychological and sclenttrtc sub­
j ects as well as history, Engllsh and 
religion . Agrlcul turnl High School at As 



HEALTH AND SOCIAL WELFARE 

IIE ,\I.Tll SERVICE 

The :;: ;, t e !!.dmlnlstratlon o f p ubllc 
lw al tll !~ Ct;Htrallzed In Helscdlrek­
tomtet (the Directorate of Public 
Heaith• . a :-ect,\on of the Ministry of 
Soclnl Affairs. \'he directorate has 
br::mchcs for gF-nera l h ygienic matters 
nud for the s upervision of medical 
perso nr"•l. d'"n 1.lsts and apothecaries. 
llnd also tndudcs expert Inspectors 
o! tuberculoi'IS un d mental discuses. 
The local rep1·escntatlv€'s o f the 
health a t.Jt'!10:'1tlr>s ~~re the coun tv 
public h~·1t1th offlcers. a ll full y q_uall­
fi<.>d docton:. 

The loeal !ulmlnllit.ratlon of hea1t:1 
fun<.·t\ons I~ perfcrm e<l by H"lsen\ d<·t 
I Munlclpll ll·Jn r d of Hea lth) wlth th~> 
l<·cal h,·.,J tL offkc>r a:; chnr1r.nln and 
m embers el;:cted t; :; t he municipal 
c-eun~ii . at lf"'n5r onr: \=.'')nla n. 

Nnr·.vr.y ha.s ,,bcu t 3000 doctors. or 

Prinrlpal Causes 

C'~.<ncer . . 
Heart c!lseJ,sr·s . . . . .. .. .. . . 
Apoplexy . . . . . . . . . , .. . . . . . 
Pneu m onia . . ...... .. ..... . 
Senility . . . . . . . . . ... . . . 
TuberculOI>ls . .. . ........ . . 

Total 
4140 
33~0 
2878 
28-16 
2!78 
1956 

one doctor per 1000 tnhabltanta. Moat 
of the doctors nrc general practitio­
n ers. Specialists are malnly found 
In the larger towns. There are 1500 
m\dwtn•s. 

Hospitals 
1944: Number Beds 

General hospit als . . . . 206 14.800 
Tuberculosis sa na tortes 127 5.100 
Mental hos pitals . . . . . . 22 • 

Owing to geographical condl 
there are several smaller hosp · 
with relatively primitive equipment. 
Iu every main part of the country 
t here are. however. central hospitals 
with speclaHsts and m'odern medical 
equipment for d iagnosis and treat­
ment. 

Thanks to a vl~::orous campaign and 
the Introduction o f new methods ln 
the years before the war there was a 
distinct decrease in the number of 
t uberculosis cases . A new fea ture In 
t he warfare against tuberculosis 1s the 
complllsory X-ray control combined 
with B .C.O. vaccination. Norway has 
n well developed system of pre-natal 
a nd Infant health control. 

The most prominent health orga­
nizations are: 
Norges Rode Kors (The Norwegian 

Red Cross) - 100.000 members. 
Norske Kvinners Sanltetsforening 

(Norwegian Women's Health Orga­
nization) - 110.000 members. 

Nasjona.lforeningen mot Tuberkulose 
(The National Organization against 
Tuberculo sL<;} - 150.000 members. 

Norsk Folkehjelp (Norwegian People's 
Relief) - 170.000 m embers. 
Norway has 1500 dentists. In most 

towns a nd municipalities there ls 
Inst ituted a system of school dentists. 
taking cnre ot the teeth at scbool 
children from 7-14 years or age •• 
geneml •People's Dental Care~' 
planned. 

or neath 19·U. 
Rural 

districts 
2826 
2240 
1970 
2000 
1808 
1411 

Towns 
1312 
1150 

908 
846 
300 
545 

Per 10.000 
Inhabitants 

13.99 
11.45 

9,72 
9.62 
7.36 
6,61 



Social welfare ji 

Social Benefits and Reliefs 
Almost all wage-earners In Norway 

earning less than kr. 9.000 per year 
are compulsory members or a National 
llealth Se<:urtty System. In this way 
tbey and their fo.tn111es are secured 
tree tnedlcal cate, Q. certain allowance 
during lllness or pregnancy and other 
benrCits. The system also includes 
fishermen and seamen, and there 16 
e•en optional. voluntary membership 
for other wage-earners and persons in 
Independent p011lttons. It Is estimated 

about % ot the population of 
ay belong to the insurance sy~ 

· m. Tho compulsory membera pay 
'ho or the tee, wh!le 6ho ts pald by 
the employer and 1/10 by the State 
and municipality. 

Every person engaged in dangerous 
work or ln undertakings employing 
mechanical power Is Insured against 
accidents and certain diseases, An 
Injured peraon ts enl!tled to rree 
medical treatment and eventually to 
a monetary compensation it his 
working capacity Is lost or reduced. 
The Insurance tee Is pa!d by the em· 
player. A elmtlar insurance agalnt>t 
accidents Is also Instituted for sailors 
and fishermen. The insurances against 
accidents and Illnesses Is adrn!nstered 
by Rlkstrygdeverket (The Nat!onll 
Health Security Bureau). . 

With some exceptions wage~earners 
wttb an annual income between kr. 
COO and kr. 9000 are insured against 
unemployment. Subject to certain 
oondltlons the Insured, In case rt 
enforced unemployment, is entltled 

to a monetsry allol\'1\nce varying With 
hts previous income. 

An net of 1936 Introduced a system 
of Old·agc pension. According to this 
act every Norwegian subJect t.s cnt,tt• 
I{l(f to an old~nge pension on reach1n~ 
the ngf! of 70 years, or, ln the cnse nf 
married couples, when one of the 
spouses attains this age. The pension 
is pa.ld 1n !ull to persons having no 
other menns of income. It they hnve 
other sources of income, the pension 
ts gradually reduced, e.nd no penstun 
ts pnld to persons whose tncomll 
exceeds n certain amount. vnrrtng tor 
the dlt!eront parts of the country. 

The otd-nge pension Is administered 
by muntctpnl Insurance boards and 
controlled by the Insurance dlrec· 
torate ot the Ministry ot Social A flairs. 
\8 ot the pension expenses Is paid by 
the municipalities, 11 by the State. 
All tnx•pnyera. with the exception of 
personnl tnx·pa.yers under 18 and ov~:r 
69 years, pay I% of their estimated 
income as oJd .. a,ge penatons fee. 

The newest fea.ture In Norweglnn 
social Insurance is the «chtldren's 
pension~~o. Every mother 1s pa.ld an 
annual allowance ot kr. 180.- tor 
et"ery child under 18 years, except the 
first, (In the case of widows and un .. 
rnarrled mothers even the f1rst chUd.) 

Some muntclpallti<>S have lntrodu· 
ced additional mell.Sures, such aa the 
~.mother pensions•. There are plans 
to embody all these vnr1ous forms or 
securtt.les ln a coordinated national 
security plan. 

Housing and Reconstruction 
Even before the last war. the stan· nlshed In 1947, while 15.250 were under 

dard of housing tn Norway was not construction I. June 1948. 
satisfactory, and extensive building Bottlenecks ln the rebuilding pro-
programs were under way in the ma.ln gram are mainly caused by shortages 
cities, wh1!e country homes largely of certain types or materials, and a 

~
~eded modem1z1ng. quote. system ho.s been enforced to 

ensure n tntr distribution. All matters 
.. The p011t-war situation Is rar more concerning building plans are adml· 
1-ierfous owing ma.tnly to war damage, ntstered by the Directorate or Hous-
partlcularly In Northern Norway - lng ( •Bol!gdlrektorateb). 
lack or repair and maintenance dtt· Flnancln~ ol new bul!dlngs has 
rlug the war - while at the same been fA.cUite.ted through loans by 
time the population has Increased the Housing Bank (•Husbanken•>. 
considerably, pa.rtlcularly in larger In order to make the fullest use or 
c1tles. As s. result tt l8 estimated that ex!stlng housing 1ac111t1es, a atrtct 
there Is now an urgent need tor 100.000 sYstem of requisitioning of vacant 
nata (apartments). rooms In private homes has been ln• 

About 14.1100 new nats were tl· stltuted. 
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Other social problems 
The Legnl Position ol Women. spouees may requeet the gl'1lntln!l' of 

The first lmoortant step In the a dlvorre. Prior to the granting 
h ot a divorce or a senAmtlon. " finn~ 

emanclontton of women was t e ctuntlon must have been attempted. 
grnnt.ln~t of efJual legacy rtghts at In certn.ln ca.SPS one or both pn.rttes 
dnu~hters nnd snns ln 1854. In the ma.y renuest a divorce by Judgement. 
years un to 1882 women grndually Dlegltlma.te chlldrPn have the 
WPre edmltted to the higher schools, same tegncy after the fflther ruJ chn .. 
and lAter t:tA1nPd ndmlttance to all dren born in wed1ock. They mo.y use 
unttrPrsltv fltndtes. the surname or thelr fAther. but thc:y 

The marrloge taw or 1888 "'anted also hove the rl~ht to the surname o! 
the mnrrted womAn 11111 r-ontrot ovf'r thelr mother, whtch the legltlmnto 
her own ••rnlngs. In !910 the women children do not have. 'If\ 
galn•d tun municipal franchise. and In 1q,s the numb•r or dlvn~C'!) 
In 1913 t'"nchlse to the election n! was 1918 (7,7 o/, 1. or 62.241 chlldt'en 
the Stortln~. Another act of 1913 b 1 46 ( 3 " ) b 
admitted women to the hl•her posts om In 944. 45 7, " were orn 
In the State services. with certain out O! wedlock. 
r.:xcet'ltlons. 

The marrl•«e oct of 1937 Is based 
on the principle of eq\lo.l rtuhts (lf 
both snous<S. It may be said that 
tn prlnclnlP the Nor'!lO'Pg\a.n women 
are now fullv emAndnated. In the 
present St.ort'tn~ there are 6 women 
o! o. totl\1 or 150 reprP.sento.tlvf:'s. The 
Acting Minister of Social a!!alrs 1s 
a woman. 

Marriage and Divorce. 
The regulnttons tor marriage and 

divorce nre found in the act or 1918, 
with tmnnrtant snnolements in an 
act ot 1937. Mnrrtn.ge may be per• 
formed by the churrh or bY certain 
civil nuthOrltles. Prln<loallv t.l:e 
posesstons or each party bPcOme 
the m11tual nronertv of both, tmt 
according to the mnrrto.ge settlement, 
ench pnrty mnv retain b!s part as his 
sepnrntP. pronPrty. 

On the app!lcotlon o! both spolls.s, 
a sennrntton may be grante-d. WhPil, 
after the sepnrntton, the parties hfl.ve 
Uved noart tor one year. they must 
opply to the Ministry o! Justice tor 
a dt..-orce. It the sepantlon has 
ll\sted tor two years~ one of ~he 

The Temperance Movement. 
The temnPrnnce movfl'mPnt di!tU.S 

!rom about 1840. It grnduany gained 
force and b()l"nme an tmpnrtnnt fac.a 
tor in Nnrweahm UCiltttcs. Dnrtng the 
years 1917-1923 there "'"" tnt•! pro­
hibition In Norway against liquor M 
well as strongo wines. On account of 
the orohlblt.lon there arose consi­
derable dl!!lcultles w1th re•ard to 
Norwav's export ot fish and other 
producta to wlne-prodltclng countries. 
There also WllS nn ever growing prnc .. 
tlce or .. nu••lln~. 

In !92~ the prohtbttlnn on stron~ 
wtnf's wi\S flhnltshPd, and aft:Pr a ple­
biscite In 1~26 also the prohibition on 
spirits. The sale o! wiM and solrlts 
is now cflrrlcd o11t through a SE>ml .. 
o!tlclal Wine Monopoly (VInmono­
polet). 

Juvenile Delinquency 
has never been a vPrv serious problem 
in Norway. A sll~ht Increase wae 
notteeable to the Immediate post-war 
portod, but bi\S been completely con­
trolled, 

Labour 
Labour Conditions. 

The .-workmen Protection Acb 
( Arbf'\dervern1ovPn ), enacted 1935, 
contntns re~nlftttons concerntne: the 
protection of wal!P·PRmers tn private 
manufnt>tm1ng". bnlldlnct and buslM 
ness entemrlses with regard to m ... 
ness and accidents. It also contntna 
regulations concerning the conditions 

or work - especially stloutntlons or 
the working hours- 8 hoHrS ner daY. 
48 h. ner wl"ek. The •Val"l\tton Acb 
of 1947 tnstttutes a mtntmum vnca .. 
tlon or 18 d•Y• w1th run pay. 

There are slm1lfl.r laws or regu .. 
lations concerning th,. rnndtt1ons of 
workers occupl•d !n fl•hlng. shlppln~, 
agriculture and pubUc Bdmlnlltm· 
tlon. 
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Unemployment Polley. 
Norway hli& a. coruprebenstve rsy ... 

s~m ot labvur excll~ulle&, wnb the 
Lu.bJur Duectorat.e (Arbe1C1sdlrektora.• 
teL) a& the ceut.ra! wsut.utlOD. ln 
every couu ty 1ih18 dtrector&te has. 
local olHet:ti w1th the svec1al purpose 
or studying the posstblllttes ot em­
ployment.. Bewre tue war Norway 
had a grave Wlemployment problem, 
but lllllce IS.o there lll!li b<<D lull 
eAupJuyweut., the nnc.Ul prob!em now 

K LUe <llstrtbuttun o! the avalla.ble 
el'& to the ctlUerenL bru.uchca 

G austry. l'he prw~.:llHO ot crlghts 
to work tor everybod.Y• has b~en 
agreed upon Md embodied In the 
jowt program o! all pOllttctd pa.rtles 
Which Wti.S lald down 1n U~<j5. 

From 1938 an lusura.nce agalnst 
unemployment has been lnstitute<.l. 

Trade Unions and Employers' 
Associations. 

Tile !lrst Norw.gum Trade Unions 
date trom &biJUt Ui70. They cum .. 
pri.Sttd UJ.UY wouera Ln ma.nU1acturtug 
enLerpnses. From about 1900 a.l~Jo 
worllers 1D the bUliUtng lnu ustncs 
wtrtt urgu.utzel.l. To~a"y Lbere are :.i9 
na.tolonW. Trade Untons, comprun.og 

wortera 1n manwactunna; and bUll .. 
dlll& lUI well .. tn a~rtcUlture •nd 
!16hlna, and persollS employed !n 
Olllct:a and public e:ervlcts. 

Together these uutona torm the 
Trade Unton Federntlon lArbetdemes 
taguge Jaudflor~~ul6~JOO, tounded 
}tj~!J. wttb a tot.UJ mcmberatup at 
400.000. The empwyers ure corres­
pouUmgly organl:l.ltd tn vanous a..sso .. 
ctat.tons - the ccutml organ1zat1on 
bemg The Norweguw Emp.1vycr& Fe· 
dero.tlon <Norsk a.ro~;ldSg:lverxorenlng). 

Tbe settlement of labour conHlcts 
normtuLy IJ3 ti~.:comvll81lt.t<l by n.~ea.ns 
ot negotlatton.a. between the tea.ertt. .. 
t1oo. o.t tbe workers tllld the employers. 
Strikes and lock·outs are consldered 
le~al, but there 18 l.ust1tuteC1 a. ayaLetn 
o.t meata.tluu. m~t.J..Oty ceutrall.zed at the 
o!tlce o! the na. uona.l mecu.a.t.or lRHW· 
me~t~wgsmannen). 

To avo1ct unnecessary e:trlkes, a 
special agreement speclrles that all 
Wti~tl dlS!Jutes u.re reicrrcd. to u. Wage 
Bott.rd. the declstons o! which may not 
be uppetuect. Furt.bermore 1t 1s lald 
down that 11 the cost ot living Index 
rises above a certam point, e..n auto· 
mu.uc proportionate l.ncrettse ln wages 
shall touow. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

· Roads and Automobiles. 
Owing to the mountatnoUB ella· 

raeter of the country, the roads of 
Norway are generu.11y narrow and 
do not on the whole at~.tlaty tne 
demands of modern trfltllc. Tbe 
h1~nway& between the diftereut 
pu.t\.8 ot the cuWltry are, however, 
COJ.lSlelered good., au...bOUI:{h very leW 

;lie a.s yet eqUipped with a permanent 
~ta~.:e. 

·· The roada are well equipped wltll 
s1gupoats, road numbers and other 
S.lg:OJJ Lnd1catlng tr~l1c regu1at1ous, 
p~trKlng a.ud. CUm,l,!lng IO.CUltleS. 
There Is rtgllt-lland drlvtng. l'he 
speed Umtt Ja ;sa m. p. b.. on open 
C\JlWLfY ruacts, 27 m. p. h. on other 
roads and 21 m. p. h. In towns. l'e· 
nautes tor dr1v1llg whlle unuer the 
tnnueuce ot a.i(;ob.uJ l0,,) u/00 ) are very 
severe, twd str1e1.1y enwn:ed. 

Belote ~be wa.r l'lorway had reached. 

a relatively high degree ot motorlza­
tlon. with 1 automobUe per 32 lnha­
blta.nts, against 1 per 29 1nho.bttanta 
1n Sweden, 1 pet 25 1n DenmarK. and 
1 per 20 1.n Great Britain. 

Tourlats !rom abroad wllo wish to 
take their cars along to Norway, 
must possess a special customs Hcense 
- cnrnet - tor u.utomobHes, wh1ch 18 
issued by the a.utomoblie u.sscHHions 
ot the <H!terent countries anct va.lld 
!or 1 year . .Drivers' llceuijes are 18Bued 
to motonsts ln procesaJon or vaUd 
national drtvers' licenses. lnterna .. 
ttonat Hcenses (permLS 1titer.uatlonal 
de conduxreJ are IURO valid 1n :Norway. 

Detailed Information with regard 
to motoring 1n ~ orway mu.y be hJ.d 
at the o1Uces or the natlonal auto­
mobile l\B.Socla.tlona anct 1n tra.Vd'l 
bure•us. 



Comm unlcatlons 

Trollt>tlg-vt: lcn, nn Impressive 
l"Xnmplt• or dnrln~; ro :1d con­
s rn .lc t l;...n on tile wr.st coast . 

Orrantza ttons: 
K o n g e l 1 g N o r s k A u t o m J~ 

b 11 k I u b b (Royal Norwegtan Au­
tomobllc Club), Parkvelen 68, Oalo. 

N o r g e s A u t o m o b I l - F o r­
b u n d CNorwcglllo Association ot 
Automobiles l, Klrkegaten 14-18, OSlo. 

N o r s k M o t o r k I u b b (Norwe­
gll\o Motor Club), Nedre VoUgate 1. 
Oslo. 

Statlstlcs: 

L e u g t b o r r o a d s 1 9 4 4 .. 

Highways 22 400 k.ro = 13 900 miles 
Other rands 22 000 • = 13 700 • 

Total 44 400 km = 28 600 roUes 

Number ot motor vehicles 
I 9 4 7 : 

Prlvnte cnrs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55 415 
Ta.Jt1s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 995 
Duses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40ll 
Lorries (trucks) .. .. . . . .. .. . .. 44 586 
Otber nutornoblles . . . . . . . . . . 967 

----
Total 108 974 

Motor bicycles 21381 

Railways 
:Sorw.·&lao Statl' P.allways (S.S .B .) 
Jncllldt• prnct•c-:llly nil railroads 111 
Norway. As of l. Jnn. 1948 Its net­
work lnclt:<iccl 2680 m1tes t =-l305 
km) normnl truc k (Width 4 ft 8'.:/.' = 1.435 m ) o f which 432 mtlr:s 
t = 6!)4 l::n 1 urc electrically operated, 
J.l!iu 142 miles \ = 228 km) uarrow 
l)llUGt> ur.cl<. The rolllnt; stoclt con­
~lsts or 504 st~am locomotln·s. 63 
r.lc.:t rlc loco motives. 4~00 11xl~:s of 
conchc!l llnu 24 ~eo 'l:V:I .. s oi freight 
en!'!! . 

lll1:hest Mountain Passares. 
Bergcnsbnnen (betw. Oslo and Ber­

gen) 4270 feet above sea level at 
Fnsernut (Taugevntn) near Flnl!le. 

Dovrebnnen (betw. Oslo and Troncl­
belrn) 3435 t eet above sen level near 
HJcrklnn. 
All Information resnrdlng fares. 

travel racllltles and concUUona are 
given at all r ailway stations nnd 
by the Stnte R ailways· Trovcl Bur~ll_.lb. 
tn Oslo, Be rge n. Trondhehn. Kr~· 
ansnnd, Stn vanger and L1Uebamr 

Lon~:rst :S<>rwcglan Tunnels: 
1 K vtn,•sh<·l 
:! II<P;:<:bosta d 
:1 Gyland 
4 Gravehals 
5 TronAs 
6 Sira 
7 l\l edJi 
8 Ha\'e~tlng 
9 Drancs~lf'n 

IO Gr9ht'l 

011 Sorlr.ndsbnuen 9930 ynrds, 

• 
~ Ben,:ensbancn 
• SOrlnndsbnn<'n 

• 
• Nordlandsbnnen 
• Bergensbauen 
• SOrlandabanen 

9280 • 
6250 
51120 
3490 
3450 
2801 
2515 
2372 
2181 

• 

,. 

9064 m In length 
8474 - »-
5717 --5311 --3184 --3157 -·-~~$7 -·-2300 --2164 --1900 -·-



Distances from 
Oslo to: 

Arendal 
Bergen 
Brevik 
DombAs 
Oru.mmen 
Elverum 
Fo.gemes 
Flnse 

~ 
Oroug 
Halden 
Hnmar 
Hell 
Hokk•und · 
Holmestre.nd 
Borten 
Honetoss 
Kongsberg 
Kongsvlnger 
KorneJo 
Krager~ 
Krtatlansand 
Kmctem 
Larvlk 
Levanger 
Llllehammer 
MoS3 
Narvlk 
NotO<Iden 
Oppdal 
Porsgrun.n 
Rjukan 
Rod berg 
&eros 
Sande!Jord 
Sklcn 
Sta.vanger 
StelnkJer 
Storen 
Tlnnoset 
Trondhelm 
Tons berg 

!;t.lsn .. 

Miles 
198 
~08 
126 
214 

33 
98 

130 
188 
157 
77 

481 
8$ 
78 

364 
43 
5~ 
ll7 
56 
62 
62 

!OS 
154 
227 
76 
99 

396 
114 
37 

1220 
00 

268 
122 
138 
120 
248· 

d7 
114 
374 
428 
312 
lOB 
346 
72 

241 
143 
285 

Some Swedish and 
Danish Stations: 

Charlottenberg gs 
OOteborg 222 
H!lelngborg 374 
Stockholm 358 
Storuen ~10 
K0benh•vn 406 

Communications 
-~-~--~-

The Norwe,hm 
Railroad 
Network 

_....... = Electric 

--- = Steom 

Not shown on thl.s 
map Is the l'flllroad 
!rom Narvik to the 
Swedish border. 

• • • • • • ••• 

• • 

. 
• • • . 

• . 
• .. 

• • • 

• • 

25 . . 



Aviation 
Civil Avlatlon In Norway 

11! administered ~Y a Dlrectorote ot 
Aviation. In addition to the National 
Airlines (DN'Ll there are II smaller 
prtvat~ comnnntes, operntlng a.ltoge .. 
ther n.bout 70 aircraft 1n services tn~ 
cludln~ taxi, ambulnnce, freight, non­
scheduled pnMenger transport and 
lnstructlon. The best known of these 
companiE-s Is Braathen South Amert· 
can & Far East Alrtrnnsport (SAFE) 
whtch bar. undertaken long range 
charter flights In the Middle and Far 
East. 

All Norwe~tan aircraft are marked 
with the nationality letters LN. 

Aerodromes suitable for tn .. 
terna.tlonal trnttle are the following: 
O•lo-Fomebu: 3 runways: 1400, 
1300 & 770 yds, seaplane base. Stav. 
anger-Sola: 2 runways: 2200, 1970 
& 1970 yds, seaplane base. KJevlk 
(Krt.sttansand): 1 runway: 1750 yds, 
seaplane bru;e. Gardermoen: 2 run­
ways: 2200 & 2200 yds. 

Norwegian Airlines ffiNL) and 
Scandinavian Airlines System (SAS) 

•Del Norske Lufttartaselskap• 
(DNLJ 11! a state-supported share­
holders company, founded l/4.1946. 
Accordln~ to an agreement of 10. 

Feb. 1948, DN'L operates as a section of 
the jotnt scnndtnavlanAlrltnes System 
which ls connected with most Impor­
tant European cities through dally 
routes. and o.lso opere.tcs routes ~.;m 
Atrlca. South America and New ~. 

In 1947 DNL new more than 5'~lJ. 
km (3,5 mill. miles) carrying alri10st 
100 000 passengers. 350 metr.tons of 
mall and 650 metr.tons of freight, 
whlle ln the same period all sections 
ot the SAS carried 441 000 pass .. 4150 
tons of freight and 2650 tons of mall. 
The SAS route network has a total 
length or 93 ooo miles. Altogether 84 
aircraft are operated by the compa­
nies, 21 of them 4-englne, long-range 
transports, and more than 7500 per­
sons are employed bY SAS. 

ntstances, Times and Fares from Oslo by air. 
From Oslo to: Distance: Flying time: 

Amsterdam ........... , ... , .. 
Athens ..................... . 
Bergen ..................... . 
Bruxelles . , ................. . 
Buenos Ayres , . , .... , ... , ... . 
cn.tro •.•.• ,, ................ . 
Copenhogen ................ .. 
Geneve ..................... . 
Glasgow .................... .. 
Gothenburg ............ ,.', 
Hamburg ... , ............ ,. 
Flelslnl<l .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. 
Istanbul .......... , .. , ..... . 
Khartoum ................. . 
Ltsbon .................... .. 
London ..................... . 
Marseilles .................. .. 
Montevideo .. , ...... , ....... . 
Moscow via Helslnk.i ....... . 
Nolrobl .................... .. 
New \"ork ................... . 
Parl.s ..... , ........ , , ..... , .. 
Prague •.. , .•. , .......... , , .. 
Rio de Janeiro .............. .. 
Ftome •................ , .... . 
Stockholm ................ .. 
Teheran ... , ..... , ........... . 
TrornsG 
warsaw (~~~· 'sioci<iioim) ·:::: 
Zurlch .............•.. , ..... 

Km 
940 

3 860 
441 

I 095 
13 054 
5364 

506 
2061 
I 014 

256 
698 
833 

4 353 
6 987 
3310 
1191 
2101 

12 818 
1 722 
9 082 
8228 
1329 
1121 

11 030 
2 735 

480 
6 57! 
1296 
1350 
1511 

Mllee 
584 

2400 
274 
681 

8120 
3 330 

314 
1282 

632 
160 
433 
518 

2 710 
4 330 
2 047 

742 
1305 
7 995 
1072 
5 640 
5 105 

828 
697 

6 880 
!697 

298 
4075 

806 
839 
934 

3 h 45mln. 
39. 30 
1 • 35 
6 • 25 • 

54•15> 
23 • 5 • 
2 • 10 • 
8 .. 10 , 
3 .. 5 , 
1 , 5 , 
4 .. 10 , 
7 • 45 • 

32>35> 
64>15> 
14 • 25 • 
4 .. 15 • 

12 • 5 • 
52•15> 

89 • 45 • 
20•40• 
6 , 0 .. 
6 • 10 • 

45 • 5 • 
9 .. 30 .. 
2 .. 5 .. 
25t50t 
7 • 40 .. 

10 .. 5 .. 
6 • 35 • 

Fare N. kr. 
Single Return 

361 650 
1305 2 349 

110 220 
415 747 

4 145 7401 
1 681 3 026 

135 243 
595 1071 
419 754 

75 135 
270 486 
312 562 

1411 2 540 
2 352 4 234 

972 1750 
475 855 
692 1246. 

4100 7 3~ 
725 I 3o!<'', 

3 180 5 724 
2 014 3 625 

492 886 
498 896 

3 725 6 705 
901 1 622 
132 238 

2321 H78 
380 760 
479 862 
554 m 



___ Co_~ll_Jllta_!loii!J 

Postal service 
Postal Rates: 

For nost types ot ordinary mall, 
rates dlUer on,y uom one 01 toilowang 
:zont!s to the o~her, Zone 1: Local 
post.a.l dlstr,cts. Z.o.ae ll: Scanowa. .. 
vta, Iceland, Frnla.na. Zone U!; 1'he 
rest 01 t.ue wor,d. 
ORDINARY RATER (In ~re) I II m 
L 'ters up to 20 g 1% oz.) 15 25 40 

20·125g(%•4\20Z.) 25 50 40• 
caros, s,ngle .. , . 1..... 15 15 25 

-•- answer prepa1<1 30 30 50 
> + 20 pre per 20 g. 

Air MaU: 
Ordinary lette:s e.nd cards are 

norma.ily sent by alr to Belglum, 
France, flnland, Iceland, Netherland, 
Ponuga.l, Spam, U. K., U. s. S. R. 
(Euruve), S..v1tzerland and Cz:echo .. 
slovakia. without extra charge. Oral .. 

nary letters up to 5 g. destined tor 
pta.ces ln Nort.b and Centra.! Amer1cn. 
are sent by a.lr wltbout extra cnarg-e 
between uslo anct New ':1 ork, trvm 
where they are ct1Strlbuted by ordt .. 
nu.r)' ~.;ua ~t:yu.uces. 

All !nlormatlon regarding postal 
rates anct alt ma.llis g1ven at the poat 
o1uces. 

Postal Service Statistics. 
1941 

Number ot post 
o1hces . . . . . . 4 732 

Persoua employed 9 014 
Posw mauers 

conwt:y~:u: ~m 1000) 
Total .. • .. .. • .. 352 429 
LeLters .. .. .. .. 140 3J8 
Newspapers etc. h5 21H 
Inland service . . 3~9 'i'i5 
Fore1gn <rattle .. 12 974 

l!J.l6 

4 Jnlj 
~ 013 

548 689 
205 <91 
254ll7 
516 194 
32 195 

Telegraph & Telephone 

Telegram Rates between Norway and 
Some Fore1gn Countries and Towns. 

(Ordinary telegrams) 
Min. rate; Per wor~; 

Kr. Kr. 
France .. .. .. .. .. 2.60 0,52 
Belgium 2.45 0.49 
Netherland .. .. .. 2.40 0.44 
Great Britain , , , , 2.40 0.42 
Switzerland .. .. .. 2,45 M9 
USA, New York .. .. 1.95 

- llllnols ..... , 2.60 
- Calltorn!a , , 3.05 

Argentina , ...... , 4.95 
B~zll ...... , .... , - 4.25 
'"~rther Information may be Ob• 
~ed at an telegraph otf!ces. 

Telephone Rates for Calls between 
Oslo and Some Foreign Countries. 

(Ordinary calls l 

Great Britain .• 
France (Parl.s) .. 
Netherland 
Belgium .... .. 
Switzerland ... , 
USA .......... .. 
Canada ........ .. 
Cnnada, B. C . ... . 
Argentina ..... . 
Brazil ......... . 

Per 3 Per minute 
minutes exceedlnt; 

Kr.; 3 min Kr.: 
16.05 5.35 
15,15 5.05 
11.25 3,75 
11.70 3,90 
18.30 6,10 
60,00 20,00 
60,00 20,00 
75.00 25.00 
81,00 27,00 
75,00 25.00 

Statistics. 

193~0 1945-46 193~0 1945-46 
Number or sta· Length of lines 

,tlons 3 104 2930 km 40 232 49 181 
Persons e~Pt~Y~d 10 055 12 363 Telepho~e' caii,; .. 
Total number or On 1000); 

telegrams (1::. lnterurban calls 18147 30 966 
10001 3 949.6 7 964.6 Local callB ...... 168 269 301088 

Inland se;.;t'Ce' · :: ' 2 385.7 6 755,6 CaH• In loretgn 
Foreign tra!f!c 1563,9 1209,0 trai11c 406 469 



SHIPPING 

Development of the Merchant Fleet. 

Before an~ rlul'tng the war. At 
tho outbreak ot World War n. the 
Norwegian merchant tle<"t amounted 
t.o lllH~OSt 4.00U.UOU gross tOllS tutU 
Norwuy tliiJtr-I.J ~ c.o. 4 ~mong the 
sb1pplng oa.t.lous o1 the world after 
Oreal l!rl!al~, U $. A, and Japan. 
Tonnage per nead we.a 1,66 gr. t. 
62 1i• ot tho tleet were motorsntps 
and 25 •t• were under $ years ot age, 
Norway's J·<:r1;hllu~,~ fleet. wM In tact 
tht: most Ql(lrJ.eru ln the world. 43 % ot 
the fleet were tankers tnbout d 
mill. gr. t.) and Norway at that tlme 
had the blgge.st !leet ot motorrhakere 
1n the world. f'rom 2. September 
1939. to 9. Aprll 19411. when tlle Oer­
mana luvnuea Norway, 44 veBSel.a or 
about !Od.OQO gr. t. w<rc sunk wrough 
wa.r action. On 9. April only about 
600.000 gr. t. oceangoing tonr:w.ge was 
to Norwe~tan waters, "'n'le 1V52 VP..S· 
sels at about 4 m1ll. gi t were out· 
side the Allied blockade In June 
1940 this fleet wns placed at the 
dl.sposal at the AHles Ul.i.dct tile rna .. 
ne.gcment of The Norwegian ~hiP· 
ping and Trade Mission (NomashlpJ, 
London and New York. It is generally 
acknowledged that these ships played 
a. moot impOrtant part 1n the wKr 
efforts o! tlle nllled powers, especla.Hy 
the big tanker fleet which carried oil 
supplies to the varloua thcatr"" of 
war. 

During the war the Norweglon 
merchant fleet sustained very heavy 
losses both 1n vessels And men. 0( 
the fleet outside the German control, 
425 vessels of about 1.928.000 gr. t. 
were sunk, whlle 192 vessels or 3!7.000 
gr. t. operating within the Allled 
blockade were loot. In all, 49 % of the 
neet per 1;9-1939 or 661 vessels ot 
about 2.351.000 gr. t. were sunk from 
1.19-1939 to 8/5-19-15 with • loss or 
3400 Norwegian seamen. During World 
Wa.r I nearly ~0 % or the tlect w88 
ounk, although Norway was then 
neutral. 

Tbe situation today, When the 
war ended, the Norwegian merchant 
n .. t was reduced to 637 vessels or 
about 2.200.000 gr. t. outside or Nor­
way, as well aa 3461 smaller vessels, 

totalling 526.600 gr. t. In Norwegian 
waters. Most ot the ships needed ex­
tensive repalrs after the heavy war use. 
ourlng the summer or 1945, 26 new­
buildings or abou~ 200.000 gr. t. ~ 
dt'llvered to Norwegian owners( 4 
Swedish ynrds. These vessels . .,Si 
ordered long before the war "'­
partly tlnlshed duri.ng the war, but 
to avoid their !alllng Into the hands 
ot the Germans, tbey were only de .. 
livered wllen Norway was Ubersted. 
Durlng tile Will' Norwegian owners 
bad dllegally• placed a good many 
contracts With Norwegian and swedish 
yards and Just alter the llberstlon 
the Norwegian owners continued 
placing orders lor newbulldlngs, not 
only In Norway and Sweden, but alao 
in Denmark, Great Br1taln, Holland, 
Belglum and Italy. Up to 1 . ..January 
1948, a total or about 2.000.000 gr. 
t. had been contracted at Norwegian 
and foreign yards with deliveries up 
to 1952. These contracts tepresent a 
value o! about 2615 million N. kr. 
About hal! ot the vessels contracted 
are tankers. There 1s a.J..sn a. great num­
ber ol modern cargo liners, while the 
smnller tramps are comparatively 
lew. Most or the vessels belonging tO 
the last group will oe built In Nor­
way, The maJor part or the Norwe­
gian contracts are ptaced ln Sweden, 
namely a total or about 876 ooo gr. t. 
In Great Britain there are ,>laced 
contracts for a t.,nn:a.ge o1 about 
ooo.ooo gr. t. 

Plans lor the future. On I. January 
1946, the Norwegian Merchant !~ee · 
consisted or 1776 ocean-golng ,1 1 
scls o! about 3.965.000 gr. t .. or whl ' 
244 ve<Sels o! about 1.594.000 gr. t. 
were tankers. The average age o! the 
fleet Is about 13 years and nearly 2!3 
or tbe fleet were motorshlps. With 
the newbulldlngs now on order, Nor­
way's merchant fleet Will probably 
be rebuilt to Its 1940 size In 1950/Sl, 
although the quality wm be Inferior, 
and extensive modernization 1s still 
needed berore the pre-war sta.ndarc.t Ls 
reached. Norway today rankB as no. 3 
among the nations, while the tonnage 
per Inhabitant Is reducea to 1,29 gr. t, 
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Tonnage of the Norwegian Merchant Fleet 1920-194~ 
This diagram shows ship In opera­

tion. war losses and contracted new 
buildings. 

Each ship represents 200.0M g'"""' 
tons, SteamshipS (a plume Of SltlOkt" I 
o.nd motor!ihlps are shown soparntei:J. 

1920 

1925 

1935 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

1940 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ J·l ~·~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
FJ~s~iithiiiiii 
8. May 
1945 

1946 

1947 

~~~·~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~· 

Norwegian Shipowners 
Norwegian shipping today Is based 

mainly on ¢tramp• vessels - charter 
transport - rnther than liners, and 
Norwegtnn shipowners bave been plo ... 
neers ln many flelds. Tankers bnve 

~
severnl years been a Norwegian 
laity, While modern cargo ships, 

. ably tor quick delivery o! trult, 
form an important part of the fleet. 

Ships o! the Norwcl!lan merchnnt 
fleet are found In all parts ot the 
world, and large shlpowning compa .. 
nles abroad have been tounded by 

· Norwegians. 
Norwegian shipowners operate en .. 

tlrely Without government subsidies. 
and heavy taxation makt>s It hard to 
carry out the extensive building and 
reorganization program made nece&· 
sa.ry by the war. The largest shlpow­
ning comvantes, whtch tnke their plaet> 
among the leading compantes ot tht­
world. Include: Wllh. Wilhelmsen . 
Oslo 136 ehlps o! 335.000 t. d. w.1. th<· 
largest prtvo.tely owned compcmy 1n 
the world today - W('Stfal~Larsen & 
Co. A/S, Bergen, Lei! Hoc"h & Co. 
A/S, Oslo, nnd Fred. olsen & Co., 
Oslo, which has the lnr~est number 
o! ships: 41. 

Shipping Organizations: 
Norges Redertorbund (Norwegian Shipowners' Assocla.tton>. R.Adhusgt. 25, Oslo. 
Nordlsk Sklbsrederforenlng (Nordic Shipowners' Association), R.O.dhusgt. 25, OSlo. 
Norsk SJOmaunlforbund (Norwegian Seamen's Unton), Qrev Wedele plo.sa, Oulo. 



30 Shipping 

Norwegian Ships of Today. 

M; S «Venus., new passenger llner 
Bcr~;cn-Newcnstle. Rebullt 1947. 

:\1 S •Kon~:steln •, tanke:, 14.000 gr. t . 

Lifesaving Vessels. 
The N n r ·· ,. ,; l a n L I f !' b o a t 

Ass" cI a L 1 o n Is rntlrely base, on 
\'Oluntary con tributions. The Asso­
c iation o p erates toda y a fleet v f some 
30 m odern motor vessels about •lU-50 
teer long. a s well as 35 land s tations 
a lon g t he Norwc~,;lan canst. ln l:H7 
61 nwn were sa ved from death and 
:! \'t·"S<!Is from total loss . while 4319 
m e:! and 1204 vessels were asslst.c>d 
ci>Jn n ;; winter tlrr:e. T hese lifeboats 
~>re o! the ~reatest Importance tor t.!1e 
bl:;- fis her ies taking place along the 
Nor wegian cO<tSt, and they have J:J.­
dP('d pcr !t)rmed many heroic llfe­
~·~~.vin ~ r!c-rd£. 

1\l/ S «Pacific Express•, fru1t canier, 
4200 t ons d .w. Typical ot m~ 
Nor wegian cargo ships In · - · •, 
waters. 

1\1/ S uCometa•, cargo liner (shelter­
d eck> . 5125 gr. t. 

Welfare and Training. 
Weltare Institutions to r saHara 

abroad ere partly government-opera­
ted. partly run by missionary organi­
zations. and include churches, read­
Ing r ooms. organized sparta etc. Most 
ships have good libraries. 

M ost Norwegian seamen are recrui­
ted !rom the coastal districts and 
receive no special training before 
going to sea. There a re, however, today 
5 t raining s hips !o r young saUors, all 
salllng vessels of 120 t o 2500 tons. 
Aovut 500 ooys go through training 
courses on HlPse vessels each year. -
Advanced ttnlnlng of sailors takes 
place In seamen's schools all over tbe 
country, where engineers, stewards. 
mates and captnlns are educated and 
authorized. 



TRAVELLING IN NORWAY 
1. PLANNTJ<fl YOUR TRIP 

TO NORWAY 
Norwegian Travel Bureaux will be 

found 1n most larger cities abroad. 
They provide all necessary Infor­
mation regarding transportation, 
hotels etc. 

Norway Travel Association (Head 
·· otttce: Landslnget !or Relsellv 1 

' rge, H. Heyerdahlsgt. 1, Oslo) 
· established branch otttces In 

London, New York, stockholm, 
Copenhagen and Brussels. · 

Norwegian organizations catering 
to special groups o! tourists, and , 
which will !umlsh ln!ormatlon on 
request, 1nelude: 

The Norwegian Touring Club 
(Den Norske Turlsttorenlng, StarN 
tlngsgt. 28, Oslo) which operates 
some 30 lodges and cabtns, mostly 
In the mountains. In!ormatlon ser· 
vice tor hikers and mountaineers. 
Youth Hostels' Association (Lands .. 

laget !or Norges Ungdomsherberger, 
Torggt. 17, Oslo) a member or the 
International Youth Hostels' Ass'n. 
About 100 hostels all over the coun­
try, mainly tor cyclists and hikers. 

Automobile Clubs - see •Roads 
and AutQmoblles• p, 23. 

Visas are not required for visitors 
from Sweden, Denmark, Iceland, 
Netherland, Belgium, Luxemburg, 
Switzerland, Ltechtensteln, France, 
Great Britain and British Colonies, 
Ireland (Eire) and tor tourists !rom 
USA (not Immigrants), Foreigners 

SPORTS AND 
:. outdoor IIre and athletic sports 

h1~Y a very Important part In the ll!e 
'-J{ the average Norwegian. Even rest­

dents of the larger cities can easily 
and cheaply reach a eountryslde Ide• 
ally suited for recreation, Summer 
holidays are spent In the mountains 
or along the coast, while the mass 
cevacuatton• from the cities to the 
mountains tor Easter sktlng holidays 
Ill a unique Norwegian Institution. 

Skl!ng In Norway during the main 
part o! the winter takes the !orm o! 
cross-country trips through the wood· 
land hills, whlle downhill and slalom 

Intending to seek employment In 
Norway, must obtain permtsslon 
be!orohond, through a Norwegian 
embnssy, legntlon or consulate. 

2. ENTEitlNG NORWAY 
Passport control and eustotns tn .. 
spectlon take plnce en route ln 
trains. In the harbour or at the air­
port. All money should be declared 
to customs officials. Foreign cur .. 
rency must not be sold in Norway 
except through banks. Arrival o! 
foreigners should be reported to 
local pollee authorltles wlthln 2 
days (applies also to private Ia·. 
mllles). 

3. LIVING IN NORWAY 
Office and shopping hours are. 

rather short, but there l..s no lunch 
hour closing. Banks: 10 a.m.-2 (3) 
p.m., offices: 9 a.m.-3 (4! p.m., 
shops: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. !s the rule 111 
clUes. but may vary considerably 
elsewhere. On Snturdnys s.nd tn 
the summer one hour earller. 

Cinemas (movie' theatres) open 
at fixed times only, In Oslo gene­
rally 5, 7 nnd 9 p.m. Tickets must 
otten be reserved be!orehnnct. 

- Theatres (stage) arc round 111 · 
main cities only. Snows begin at 
7.30 or 8 p.m. 

Rationing Is still In Ioree. Meat, 
eggs, tea. and coffee, sugar and 
ehocolate a.l,"e very scarce. brea.d 
and b,utter (margarine) more 
plentl!ul. - Rationing Is not en­
forced in restaurants. 

RECREATION 
are practiced mostly In the spring 
(Easter) season in the mountains. 
Even elderly people and small chlld· 
ren take part In the Sunday skiing. 

·In the summer time, sea. water 
temperature generally permits swim~ 
mlng along the coast from June untll 
the end o! August. All types o! boats, 
ranging from yachts to kajaks, pro. 
vtde recrcatton and tun tor all those 
who spend thetr holldnys near the 
sea. Others prefer tlshlng or hiking 
tn the countryside, while mountain· 
eers !lnd plenty o! peal<s to test their 
ability an~ darlnli'. 



SJ_Jorts and _R~~reation 

The Holmcnkolleo jumping hill. A regatta in Oslo fjord. 

Competitive Sports. 
Winter sports. 

SKI-ING Is the national sport of 
Norway. Cross-country races and 
Jumping contests are held regularly 
all over the country from December 
until April, whlle slalom nnd down­
hill f\re fast becoming the most 
popular events wlth the young people. 
Nor"ll•eglan Jumpers have captured 12 
out of 1!> olympic medals and almost 
a U world championships In the last 25 
yeo.ra. I!& Norway the annual Hol­
mer.kol!l'!n meet attracts the best 
sl;:h:rs !rom all over the world and 
clocc to 100.000 spectators. 

SKATING has always been popular 
In Nc>rway, though hampered by the 
absc11ce u! an indoor rink. Speed 
:>katln~; has attracted tremendous pu­
blic follow!n!;l'. Numerous World and 
Ew·opcan ct.amptonships as well as 
olympic medals have been won by 
Ncr<veglans. 

Figure skating has one outstanding 
rc~->rescntnth·e: Sonja Henle. who won 
:i olympic nnd 10 world champlon­
:m lps 1927-36. 

OTHER WINTER SPORTS Include 
I ce ll o c key, which Is comparntlve­
ly new. bandy, a game a1mllar to 
~ockey, and a Norwe gian form of 
to b o g g au, while bobsleigh and 
curling are unknown 1n this countrY. 
although a Norwegian bobsleigh team 
competed (wU.b SDme success) 1n the 
l!U't. Ot:nnplco;. 

Summer sports. 

SOCCER Is easily the m06t popular 
game In Norway, being played exten­
sively. Championship and Internatio­
nal matches attract capacity crowds. 

TRACK & FIELD competitions also 
have considerable ronowlng. and 
olympic and European champlonsblps 
have been won by Norwegians. SAI­
LING Is very popular an along the 
coast, and Norwegian yachtsmen ·and 
designers (HRH crown Prlnce Olav, 
M. Konow, J. Anker, B. Aas, F . Ro­
bert) bave won international tame. 

OTHER SUMMER SPORTS .Include 
r 1 t 11 n g where many lntematlonal 
victories have been won, s w 1m­
m 1 n g, row 1 n g, p add 11 n g, 
c y c 11 n g, ten n l s and bad m 1 n­
t o n and the typical Scandina­
vian sport: cross country races, tin­
ding 'One's way by means or m~a~ 
and compass ( •orlen terlngsl"p 
Horse races and motor spo 
are followed by large crowds. 

INDOOR ATHLETICS, such as 
w r e s t 1 1 n g and box I n g. are po­
pular, also gym n a. s t 1 c s , while 
r e n c I n g has tew followers. 

Many sports, popular 1n American 
and European countries, are not 
found 1n Norway, notably baseball, 
cricket. rugby. American football, 
squa.ah or racquets, lacrosse . etc.. 
while basketball 1B played only 1n 
sl"hnol~> nnc1 ~rnlf h'• V Prv f <''-'' Tl""l''". 



FORESTRY 

Forest Area and Yield. 

The forests or Norway cover abo11t 
18.5 mill. acres or 1/4 of the total 
land area. 0! the wood land area 
about 13 m1ll. acres or 70 '7o consists 
Of coniferous trees . Part or the woods 
are typical mo1.m taln forests. whkh anot suitable for commercial ope­

~os. The total or 18.5 mtll. acres 
refore 1s a maximum estimate. -­

t he area. of the really producth•e 
forests being about 10% lower. 

The total cubic content or the pro­
ductive forests amounts to about 320 
mill. m3, and the yearly increase 
amounts to 10,3 mill. m3. 

The output of timber Is estimated 
at 10 mill. m3 for the year 1946/ 47. 
17 % of the forest area Is owned by 
the State and munlclpaUtles. · and 
80% 1s private property. The rest 
consists or the socalled «Parish 
commons•, jointly owned by the 
farmers using them. F'orestry 
a.nd forest products have al­
ways played and Important part In 
Norway's national economy. The ex­
port of processed timber saw-mill 
products played a considerable part 
or the export trade of Norway during 
the 19th century. Later these exporrs 
have decreased but a considerable 
export has been bu1lt up or pap~r 
and paper pulp. About ~~ or the 
export or Norway consists of thtcse 
products. Atter the last war there hus 
a lso been an Increasing home de­
mand for building timber for re­
construction and private house buU­
d.lng. 

~rgan~atlons. 

Norges Skogeler!orbund (Norwegla:l 
Association ot Forest Owners), Stor­
tlngsgt. 30, Oslo. 

Dct norske Skogselskap (The Nor­
wegian Forest Society) - n society 
founded with the purpose ot furth~­
ring Norwegian sylviculture. The 
society has branches in the dl!!erent 
parts or the country. Adr. Werge­
landsvelen 3 B. Oslo. 

2- Facta 

How the Forest Products Arc Used: 
(1946) 

WOOD 
PRODUCTION 

1939 · 9,7 milf.m'\ 
19~6- lqo mill.m'J 

Administration. 

~ 
PULP AHI> 2,7 millrnl . 
PAPER. INOOSTRY 

The State administration ot fore­
stry Is centralized in Skogdlrektoratet 
(the Directorate of Forestry), & section 
ot the Ministry ot Agriculture.. The 
local administration 1s pertormed by 
Skoglnspckts>rer (forest 1.nspectors) 
and !ylkes-sko~mestre (CountJ toreet 
Inspectors). 



ACRICULTURE 

About '.> of the population Of Nor· 
wny IS occuple~ In agriculture. The 
toto.l agrlcultura.l area amounts to 
2,57 mlll. acres. About ;~ consists of 
tillage lan~. the rest Ia artl!!clal or 
natural meadow. Norwegian agrlcul .. 
ture 1s based on small farm units. 45 
% or all farms consists or small hold· 
lngs, whlch on the average ht\Ve a 
cultivated area ot 3,9 acres, and a 
stock or about 3 cows, 6 sheep and 
goats and 8 hens. 55 % are !arms o! 
medium size, wtth an average cultlvo. .. 
teet area or 18,5 acres and an average 
stock or 1·2 horses, 8 cows, 10 sheep 
and goats, 2 pigs and 15 hens. The 
lost class represente 83% or tho cul· 
tlvated area, and 78% o! the total 
etock o! domestic an!mnls. 

'· Really big !arms are very lew. Most 
o! the forma are owned by tho !nr• 
mers, who personally work on the 
!arm together wtth their !omUics. 
Only 20 % or the annual !arm work Is 
done by hired labour. 

An Important feature o! Norwegian 
farm economy ts the combtnatlon of 
agriculture with tlshlng In the coostal 
districts and with forestry In the In· 
terlor. Another source ot lncorne tor 
the farmers Is found 1n fur-animal 
tnrm.s, wltb a total stock or 217 000 

sliver lox, 107 000 blue fox and 52 000 
others (mink etc.). 

Owing to climatic and economic 
conditione cattle-keeping Is the most 
Important branch ot Norwegian farm­
log. or the total production value or 
a.grtculture, about ~4 1s due to dome­
stic animal products. 

DUring the war tile number ortl. 
mestlc anhnals - with the excep n 
of horses - was reduced. The an J 

production 1s therefore now conslder .. 
ably lower than before the war. our­
log the same time the popUlation hae 
Increased, and while the cattle pro­
ducta before the war nonnally cove· 
red the whole demand, there Is now 
a relative shortage or milk and espe· 
clally or meat and other cattle pro· 
ducts. 

The most Important products 1n 
Norwegian plant production are bay 
and potatoes. The production ot 
wheat and rye does not cover Norway's 
need tor these producta. Before the 
war 81l-90 % of the Wheat and rye 
consumed In Norway, waa Imported. 

Orchards and berries are or con­
siderable Importance In many dlStrlcta 
1n southern Norway. Modern metb.ocls 
- factory preserving and deep tree· 
zing - are employed to an tncreaa!ng 
extent. .. ..... ~ 

Statistics 
Plant Production. 

Yield pr. acre (1000 metr. tons). 

Wheat .•.••..••...•.•.•• 
Rye ..................... . 
Bt:t.rley •••• , •• , •• , ..•..•• 
Oats •.....•••.•••••••••• 
Mixed grain ........... , 
Pens ......... ,., ....... . 
Potatoes .....••... , .... . 
Hay •.••.••••••.....•.•• 

1939 1947 
78 ~6 
6 2 

103 a1 
201 132 

12 7 
I I 

807 919 
2863 2382 

Domestic An!mals 
1n 1000. 1939 1947 

Horses • , . , ........... , . , 204 225 
Cattle ................. , 1455 1225 
Sheep • • . . • • .. . . • .. • .. • .. • 1744 1698 
Goats , • , • • • • • • • • . • • • . • . • . 249 155 
Plga •• , • • • • • • • • ... • .... 362 259 
PoUltry • . .. .. • . . • .. • • . .. • 3422 2047 
Chicken .............. , ••• 2264 1721 

Mechanization In Norweglan 
Agriculture 1944. 

Sowing maclltnes , ......... .. 
Mowers .............•...... 
Binders ................... . 
Potatoes Utters ............. , 
Threshing machines ...... .. 
Tractors ................... . 
M!lk!ng machines .......... • .• 
Internal combustion motors,. 
Electro-motors . , .... , ...... . 

Animal Products. 

32430 
97 791 
9351 

21148 
43462 

3112.7~ 
~1oJI 

35 334 

1939 1947 
Beef 1000 t .......... u 36 32 
Veal ............ 11 11 
Pork ............ 40 20 
Mutton - . • .. • .. • .. • • 15 14 
Eggs ..••• ., . . ... 19 13 
Mllk m!ll. !!Ires .. .. . .. . 1495 1300 



Agriculture 35 

~1.5% 
Meadows on t1lled land 

25.5 % 10 % 8% 6% 5% 
Oratn (all types) Potatoes. Beets 

Pastures, Fruit 

Administration 
The State admtntstratton or agri­

culture 1s centralized 1n Landbruks­
dlrektoratet (the Directorate of Agri­
culture), a section ot the Ministry or 
Agriculture, adr. VIctoria. Terasse 3. 
Oslo. The local admlnlstratlon ls 
carried out through county agricultu­
ral societies headed by county agricul­
tural secretaries. 

Norges LandbruksJJkonomlske ln­
stltutt - (The Norwegian Institute 
or Agricultural Economics) - 1s 
rounded with State ald. with the pur­
pose ot systematic studies or !arm 
economics. 

Norges Bondclag - An association 
or Norwegian farmers representing 
about 250.000 single farmers, adr. : 
Kronprlnsensgt. 9, Oslo. 

Norges Bonde- og Smibrukerlag 
- An association o! smaller farmers. 

Norges Skog- og Landarbeiderror­
bund - A trade union of the farm­
forest-workers. 

Norges KJI)tt- og Fleskesentral S;'L, 
Schwelgl\rdsgt. 2, Oslo, a coopera-

4% 30% 

tlve socie ty supervising tho sale o! 
meat and pork. 

Norske 1\lelkeprodusenters Lands­
torbund, Brelgt. 10, Oslo, An associa­
tion or mllk producers. 

FelleskJI)pet, Rosenkrantzgt. 8, 
Oslo, 1s a cooperative society tor 
buying fodder, !ertl11zers, requisites 
and agricultural machines. 

•NY Jord» - a state and locally 
supported Joint association !or the 
furthering or new settlements etc. 

Det Landbruksteknlske Instltutt -
(Institute of Agricultural Techno­
logy) - carries out technical and 
sclentlf1c research 1n agriculture. 

Statens Kornforretnlng - a state 
monopoly !or import and distribution 
o! graln. 

Det Kongellge Selskap tor Norges 
vel - (The Royal Society for Progress 
In Norway - a national organization 
!or the Improvement of agriculture. 
Awards gold medal for faithful ser­
vice annually. Founded agrlcuiturnl 
museum near Oslo. 

60 '7'o 
or the area 
consl.ata o! 

cultivated land 

or the population 
directly or Indi­
rectly participate 
ln Iiorweglan agri-

ot the food 
consu10ed annu­
ally in Norway be­
fore the war was 
produced by home culture IUla 

tore~~ try agriculture 



FISHERIES 

Flshlng has long been one o! the 
most lmportan t sourcl"s of lncome '"I! 
Norway. The Norwc~;Ian !lsherlcs are 
a typical seasonal trade. m a inly b:u;ed 
on tha great Incursions o! !Ish to the 
const at certain times or the ycc>~:. 
Part c! the !lsblng also takes pl.J.ce 
on the great !tsh!ng banks along the 
coast and In the surrounding oceans. 
The chie f kinds o! tlsh are cod and 
herring, while coal!lsh, haddock, ba­
llbut and mackerel also arc or lmport­
unce. 

More !Ish Is brought ashore ln Nor­
way than In any other European 
country, nnd there is a large surplus 
tor e:>~:port. Formerly the codfish was 
exported ns • ttirr!lsk~ - dried !Ish -
or ckllppflsk• - dried and salted !Ish 
-and the hE-rrings were salted. There 
has been a distinct development ~o­
ward Increased export of fresh fish. 
!lrst lced herring and cod and In later 
years also frozen cod-fish !lllcts and 
trozen halibut. Besides there Is on 
Important canning industry, Its chief 
export product being sprats preserved 

Total yield and value of the 
fisheries. 

1000 metric Mill. kr. 
tons 

1936 1031 81.3 . 
1946 83S 199.6 
1947 1059 295,9 

In on (Norwegian Brlsl1ng or Sar­
dines). The production o! h erring-oil 
and herring-meal as well as cOd-liver 
oil is also or Importance. Fish and 
fish prOducts normally accounts tor 
about ~~ of the total export value of 
Nor way. 

Fishing In Norwegian waters I~ 
carried out mostly in small b oats -
motor-smacks. Fishing appl.a ·• 
have gradually become more m . 
but trawling bas not yet been m 
duced to any appreciable extent. 

The State Administration oi 
!lsherles ls centralized in the M I­
n I s t r y o f F I s h e r i e s. Quallt-r 
control and local supervision o! the 
fisheries Is administered by F 1 s k e­
r I d I r e k tor a t e t, Bergen, (Tht> 
Directorate ot Fisheries) and car­
ried out by local Inspectors and su­
pervisors. This directorate Is also the 
central board o! research In fisheries. 

The central organlzat1on ot th•: 
Norwegian professional tlshermen lc. 
Norge s F 1 s k a r 1 n g, Trondhelm. 

Yield of coastal codfish-fisheries. 
(In 1000 metric tons) 

Total Salted Dried Fresh, 
catch frozen 

or canoe< : 
1936 132 56 68 8 
1M6 182 105 51 26 
1947 229 130 59 40 
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Yield or the Herrin( Fisheries 1!116 
(1111000 hl) 

Wllltc.r berrlllg SmaU berrllls 
Tot.al eateh • .. • .. .. • .. • • • .. 3822 69S 
l!lzporteQ, treah,l'rozen, lce4 568 76 
S&ll«< • • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 80& 31 
R&W8tut! tor prod. of oll 

and meal .. , .. , .•...•.•.• 
Canned ................ , •• , 

2086 
18$ 

Fat berrlllg 
304 
30 
51 

1&4 
1 

Fisheries in Norwegian·& North Atlantic Waters 

Sprat.t 
136 

132 



WHALING 

f'luaun~ i"uct.ory •Kosmos llh 

Modem whallng was inaugurated 
by S vend Foyn, w ho Invent ed the 
grena de-harpoon. In Its tlrst phase 
Norwegian wh nllng was confined to 
t he waters or the North-Atlantic. 

Typical whaUng boat. 

The average yield for the years 1895-
1905 was about 60-70 000 barrels o r 
otl per year. In 1904 the tlrst wballn .:: 
expedition for South Sea operation<. 
was equipped at Sande!jord. Durtn:~ 

the years 1905-22 whaling was carrleri 
out from land stations, mainly n : 
Sou th Georgia a n d South Shetland 
the average yearly yield being fron . 
15~00 000 barrels. 

In 1923 pelagic whaling wit~ 
floating factories was int roduced 
The average yield increased to abou · 
1,2 mm. barrels per year. 

During the war there wBJJ n ' 
whallng. A great many gunners a n < 
other crew or foreign whnllng expe · 
dlttons are r ecruited from Norway. 

Norwegian Whaling In Antarctic Waters. 

Land s t ations .. .. .. .. ...... . ... . .....• •.. .. .. 
Floatlnp: factories . ... . .•. . .• .. .. .. .• . ... . .. 
Wh ale boa ts .. . ... . ....... . .. .. ..... .. ..... . 
Whales caught • .. .. .. . .... . .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
Barrels of oil In 1000 .. . .. . . .. . ... . ....... . •. 

( 1 barrel = % ton) 
Value o! oU In mill. k.r . . .. .. ... . .. .. .• •. ..•.• 

Interna tion al Whaling ln Southern 

Country 
Norway 
G reat Brit ain 
Netherland 
Argentina 
Sovjet-Russla 
Japan 

Whales Oil p roduction 
caugllt barrels 
12530 979913 

9878 728752 
770 77310 
857 47830 
386 35000 . 

1177 73295 
25596 1942100 

1930/31 1937/ 38 
3 

27 
147 

25269 
2292 

148,1 

Waters 
Land 

stations 
1 
1 

3 

11 
83 

12802 
977 

42.8 

1946/ 1947. 
Flonting 
fact ories 

7 
4 
1 

1 
2 

15 

1946/ 47 
1 
7 

63 
12530 

980 

332.0 

Whal• 
boat 
e3 
so 
a 
6 
8 

12 
~7 



Wballnr 

1909-10 i @ ~-

1913-14 1 e " ~ 
1923-24 i i ~ @ 

rt-27 eeee~~ 

Production of Whale Oil 
1909-1941 

Each barrel representa 200,000 bar­
rels ot oil, 

Norwegian catch shown 1n black, 
catch ot all other countrtea In white. 

1939-31 1 e 1 e e e e ee a a e ~ § ~ s § § 

m~@fiii@6}@@~~@@§@~@ 
194

-
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MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES 

The structure or the manu!ac· 
turing Industry Is determined by the 
abundant power resources ot the 
Norwegian water-ralls and or the 
materials which the country provl· 
des, mainly !oreal and tlshlng pro· 
ducts. The total capacity ot the 
Norwegian water-tails available tor 
development amounts to about 9,2 
mill. kW. To-day 1.5 mill. kW. have 
been developed, and the annual 
production ot electric power In 11146 
waa about 11 mlil. kW,fh, \~ ot the 
power production Is utilized In elec· 
-400•metallurglcal and electro·che· 
"'llcal Industries, and 10 % In oth.r 
Important lnduatrles, Tile rest 18 
used tor tl'illlsportatlon purposea, 
street lighting and heating and appll· 
ances tn tbe homes. 

Industrial development on a large 
scale ls round In Norway mainly In 
connection with eyplcal export In­
dustries, electro-chemical produc• 
tlon, nitrate of llme ( •Norges .. sal· 
peter> J and electro-metallurgical 
works, prOducing a. o. teno .. sllova and 
alumlnlurn, all ot which are en• 

t!rely dependent on hydro-electric 
resources. 

The chle! products ot the Norwegian 
mining lnduatry are !ron ore, molyb­
denlum, copper ore and sulphur PY• 
rites, cupr11erous and non-cuprUer• 
ous. Only • trifling amount ot tbe 
raw materialS Is utilized 1n Norwe­
gian man utacturlng. The main part 
Is exported. 

The pUlp and paper Industry also 
l'illlke very high, The obJet products 
are a great variety or printing, 
writing and packing paper aa wcll 
as sulphlte and aUlphate pUlp, ll!oet 
ot the products are exported. 

Other Important export Industries 
are tlsb-oU and the canning Industry, 
sprats In oil (brisling or sardines) 
being the chief product, 

Before the war about 24 % or all 
persone employed In the manUfac­
turing Industry were employed In the 
above mentioned. export groups, while 
the production value amounted to 36 
% ot the total productiOn value. In 
1945 the percentage waal2 % and :n % 
respectively. 



40 Mann!aeturlng Industries 

.. Other groups of the manufactU• 
ring lndustl')' are mainly working lor 
the home market. To a great extent 
theY utlllze Imported raw mau.rlals. 
The most Important groups &I'll the 
Iron and engineering Industries, tbe 
production of textile goods and ciO• 
thin~. as well as production of food· 
stutt and other articles ot consump­
tion (Including grain mills, chocolate, 
to~aeco- and margnrlne-factorlllll, 
breweries etc.) 

The production of rood and otll•r 
artleles ot consumption nearly covers 
the demand or \he home market, 
whlle production of textile goods, 
cloth.lng articles and mechanical and 
engineering products cover the de­
mand only to a relatively small extent 
and only lor certain qualities. Ship· 
building ln Norway mainly meets the 
demand for boats and smaller vessels, 
while larger ships lor the merchant 
neet are mostly built abroad. 

The trend or the production vo. 
lume In the mnnutncturlng tnl.!ustry 
ln the years alter the war baa be~n 
tntluenaecl by the abnormally large 
demand lor consumption products 
and articles ror reconstruction alter 
the war. The total production volumo 

Ill therefore In \he rears 1946/47 higher 
than In the rear 1938, but the volume 
or production tor the erport groups 
Ill lower. 

The plans for the development or 
the Norwegian manufacturing Indu­
stry .show two distinct features. On 
the one hand It Ill desired to rurthcr 
the manufacturing group working 
for the home market. Of the utmost 
Importance In thlll respect are the 
plans !or construction or a Norwegian 
Iron Works, manufacturing lron:tio• 
ducts with Norwegian Iron ore ·'!Ill 
scrap Iron as raw materlab. The re 
also plans or building up the textile 
lnd\l.'ltry In order to produce tho 
necessary hal!-!lnlshed tuWe pro• 
ducts at home. 

·With regard to the typical ex~ort 
Industries a progrom ot expansion Is 
planned tor the production of alu· 
mlnlum and or lerWIZera. 

Neccssa11 conditions tor the fur. 
tber Industrial development of Nor· 
way are the utilization or tbe water· 
power available and modernization 
or tbe transportation taellltles: bull· 
ding of new and better roada and 
etectrlrlcatlon or the rall-roada.' 

Tbe Manufacturlnr Indust11 1938 and 1945, 

Group 

.. -~-·-
I. Mln 

and 
lng and Retlnlng of Ores 
llletats 

2. Prod 
San 

uction ot Articles of 
d, Clay and Stone 

3. Iron and En¢neerlng 
4. Che mles.l and Electroche-

.mlea I lnduat1'7 
5. Prod . ol 0115 and Fat 
6. Gas -Worka 
7. Wood -Products 
8. Pulp and Paper 
9. Lest her and Rubber 

10. Text ue Goods 
11. Clot bing and Shoes 

dstuffs and other Artie• 12. Foo 
les o f Consumption 

tlng and other 13. Prln 
grap le Production 

Poly-

I 
Number or I Persons 

l!!nterprl3es emploYed 
1938 1945 1938 1945 

' 

62 M !3500 8407 

417 404 7 8CI7 7 726 
855 1215 43309 54331 

107 156 s 159 81107 
217 i92 3 514 3 6'17 
IS 13 844 551 

880 1066 13832 16364 
194 198 116 462 12321 
88 112 3588 3532 

218 21S 14000 121S8 
372 497 14 234 11627 

760 732 18904 1$959 

290 303 8584 1421 

Value ot 
Production 

mltl. kr, 
' 1938 !945 

238,2 83,9 

SM 66,8 
408,3 537.7' 

124.7 164,8 
110,1 !O~t M 
140,3 186,7 
277,5 25Q,I 

42.9 50,8 
126.9 152.0 
102,5 '1011.4 

417,8 522,3 

su 73,0 



Manura~nnl::' Industries oil 

\'o:mor.k, power plant (140 000 Jc.W. ) 
ror H:vdro-Electrlc Nitrogen Worlts at 
RJukAn. Centre of German •heavy 
waten production during the last 
war. Destroyed by saboteurs Ln specta­
cu!ar an<l darlng actlon February 1943. 

Manufacturlnr; 1933-1947.*) 
.... .., Q .... ~o 
0~ 't1 '"",g ~ OoO 
... ~ 

_ .... 
.. ~ O~_l;j 8~ l1 

., ... 
Q~ ..of' Q)=' .. e ... o-. =' '8 . =' 't1 co 

d =' ... f! 0.8 a; .. = -o..., 
~ G>6 ~&:~ 1>4 z~ p." ... >&~.8 

1933 3397 121 1331 72 
1935 3842 138 1546 84 
1938 4505 163 2138 100 
1941 4664 169 2712 90 
1942 4766 168 2615 82 
1943 4962 170 2735 78 
1944 4960 165 2590 64 
1945 5160 161 2400 69 
1946 101 
ti47 115 

Industrial Organlz.atlons. 

Norr;es IndustrtforbUDd, RAdhusgt. 
25, Oslo, la the central organization 
ot the Norwegian manu!acturtng 
industry. The organization com­
prises sections !or the home group 
and the export group and has 
several branch <livl.sions. 

•) Comprtslng only enterprises em­
ploying 5 workers or more. 

HJJyang aluminium works (Norsk 
Aluminium CompllDy A/ S) In Hpy­
anger In Sogne!Jord on tbe west 
coast. Associate factories In Oslo and 
Holmestrand tor production or alu-

minium implements. 

Freta, larp;est chocolate lllc~ory In 
Scandinavia (Oslo). Shown here 1s 
the oavUllon whlch 1s situated tn a 
spacious park, and where concerts. 

recitals etc. take place. 



Manufacturin g I ndustriE-s 

norrl'~;aard In Sarpsbor~: Is t he largest wood , pulp and paper plant In Norway. 
Spe$la llzes t... production o r cellulose f or r ayon (2 % o! world production ). 

loo 

T 0 t :\l Product ion 

I ndex of Produc t ion l!)Js---41 

.J& ... s "" 't7 

Production !or 
Home Consumption 

!OO 

~~~ '>5 4(o 'r7 

Prod. !or Export 



TRADE & COMMERCE 
Foreign Trade. 

Owing to the structure of the 
countr:v's economic ll!e, Norway has 
always carried on a considerable for­
eign trade. The foreign trade prr 
Inhabitant Is greater than In most 
other countries. 
~Jhe principal Import groups are: 
"~n. raw materials, textile and 
clothing articles, Iron and steel, ships, 
machiner:v, o!l and rue!. 

In the years before the war about 
32 % O! the Norwegian Import COD• 
slsted of consumers' goods, whlle 
production goods amounted to 68%: 
10% ships, 13% machlner:v and 
requisites and 45% raw-materials or 
hall-fabricates and rue!. Owing to 
the need tor reconstruction, the 
structure of the Import has change1 
considerably atter the war, consumers• 
goods now accounting tor about 
14-17% of the total Import value, 
while the Import or ships alone ac· 
count.\! for 20%. 

Before 1940 about 20% or the total 
Import came from Germany, con· 
slstlng chiefly or coal, Iron and steel, 
machlner:v. chemicals and clothing 
articles. The other principal Import 
countries were Great Britain: sbtps, 
mach!ner:v. text!le articles snd cloth· 
lng, Sweden: ships and machlner:v 
- and U.S.A.: grsln and o!ls, 

Alter the war the Import from 
Germany has almost vanished. The 
principal aourcea of Import In the 
last years have been U.S.A.: grsln, 

fuel and fuel oils. ships snd machl· 
ner:v. Iron and steel, chemicals and 
textile articles -. Great Britain, Bel­
glum and Sweden. 

The chief export groups are !Ish 
and !Ish products, wood-pulp •nd 
paper, teflned whale ou, electro­
chemlca.l and ~metallurglcnl products 
and Iron and copper ore. Before 1940 
wood-pulp and paper accounted tor 
about 20% of the total export vo.lue, 
while !Ish and flBh·product.\1 accoun­
ted for 16%, and metals snd ores for 
12%. After the war the Importance 
or tlsh products and oils have tn .. 
creased, while there ta a. conslderabto 
decrease In the export or metals and 
mlnerals. 

In 1947 Norway's largest customer 
!or fresh !Ish was Great Britain. Dried 
tlsh was mainly exported to Italy, 
Portugal, Spain snd South·Amet'lcan 
countries, salted herring to Poland, 
U.S.S.R. s.nd Germany, and canned 
fish snd herring mainly to Great 
Britain, U.S.A. snd Australia. 0! 
paper pulp the largest quantities were 
sent to Great Britain and the other 
West-European countries, whlle pa­
per lor the making or newepapers 
chle!!y was exported to Denmark, 
U.S.A .. South-America and other over· 
seas countries. 

The foreign trade or Norway to. 
day lB subject to many restrlctlone. 
Import as well as export.\! must be 
Ucensed by o!!!clal allthorltles. 

Norway's Trade with Varlons Conntrles 

Imports Export.\! 
1939 1943 1947 1939 1943 1947 

mUI, mill. m111. mill. mill. mill 
kr. % kr. % tu. % kr. % tu. % tu. % 

Denmark: so.o 3,7 83.5 8.3 183.2 4,8 33.8 4.2 61,9 11.5 137,9 7.6 
Sweden 139,5 10.2 66.5 6.6 322.2 8,4 85,7 1M 47,9 8,9 193.2 1M 
United 
Kingdom 23G,4 16.9 737,3 19,3 194.9 24.0 263,5 14.0 
Germany 259,0 18.9 683,3 ~.7 70.8 1.8 117.8 14.5 387,6 71,9 49,2 2,7 
U. S. A. 147.3 10.8 948.2 24,8 84,2 1M 88,7 4,9 
Other 
conntrlea 539.8 39.5 147.7 17,4 1553,3 30,9 291,8 38,3 41.8 7.7 1081,5 60.2 
Total 1368.0 100.0 toos,o 100.038t7Tioo.o~ 808,0 100.0 539.0 100,0 18l4.0 100,0 
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Balance ol Trade and Balance 
of Payment. 

The value or Imports normally 
exceeds the vn.lue of exports. The 
dellclt 18 covered by the receipts 
!rom shipping, tourist traffic and 
from direct sale ot whale oll. In tho 
lnst years before the war the balance 
at payment provided a surplus. After 
tile war the balance or payment h:>.s, 
owing to the abnormally large lm· 
port, shown n deficit whtch h., part· 
ly been covered by rorelgn loans and 
credits and sates ot assets In foreign 
countries.· 

b1llzatlon o! the economic resources 
or Norway, the detlclt will be reduced 
to 115 mill. k.r. In 1952/53. 

Foreign Trade 1929-1947. 

For 1947 tile deficit In <hard cur­
rency. was estimated at 851 mll!. k.r. 
Through participation in tile Euro­
pean Recovery Program and a mo-

1929 
1932 
1938 
1939 
1945 
1946 
1947 

Imp. 
1073 
690 

1193 
1366 
1206 
2167 
3817 

Indices o! 
Mill. kr. volume 

Imp, 1938=100 
Exp. surpl. Imp. Exp. 

752 321 
569 122 
787 406 100 ~\ 808 559 lll 
326 679 46 19 

1202 995 78 ~1 

1814 2002 118 81 

IIIIPORTS AND EXPORTS BY GROVPS 

Imports 1939 and 1947. 

Grain and !lour ............................ .. 
. Sugar ....................................... . 

Co!!ee, tea, cocoa., etc. , , ......• , , , ..•.••...... 
Wine and spirits .......................... .. 
Tobtlcco ....••........•..... , •. , ....•....••. 
Fodder stuffs ....... , . , . , . , , . , , . , .. , ...... , . , •• 
Animals and vegetabele oils and lata •. , , • , ••.• 
Oils and lats ............................... . 
Chemicals and dyestu!!s .................. .. 
Fertlltzers ... ~· .... , ......... , ......... , ... . 
Rubber and rubber articles ................. . 
Hldes and lea.tber ..•......•.................• 
Te•tlle urtlclee ............................ .. 
Clothing ................................... . 
Fuel and lubricating o!ls ..................... . 
lron and steel , , ................ , ............ . 
Machinery and. requisites ••. , .......... , . , ..• 
Ships , , ............. , .....•...... , , ......... . 
Other tr&.nspcrt veblcles •. , .................. . 
Otner artlclea , .............................. . 

Exports 1939 and 1947. 

Fish and herrings: rresh, rrozen, dtled 
canned ................................... . 
Oils and tats .... , , .. , , . , ................... . 
Cbemtcal fert111zer ..•.. , , •....... , ...•• , ... . 
Paper pulp ................................ .. 
Paper ... , .. , .............. , ...•............ 
Metals and ores ............ , ................ . 
Other articles ............................... . 

Total 

1939 
mUI. k.r. % 

74.6 5.6 
28,4 2,1 
22,9 1.7 
16.3 1.2 
IM 0,8 
23,9 1,8 
54.1 4,0 
54.1 4,0 
48.0 3,5 
9.2 0.7 

12.6 0.9 
18.1 1,3 

130.2 9.5 
38,2 2.8 

181,5 13,3 
88,0 6.4 

112.9 8.2 
136,2 10.0 
51,0 3.7 

307,7 22.5 

1366.0 100.0 

1939 
mlll. k.r. % 

85,9 10,6 
44,3 5,5 
80,9 7,5 
59,5 7.4 
93.2 10.5 
80.7 10.0 
94,9 11,7 

288.6 35,6 

808.0 100.0 

1947 
znlll. kr. %. 

256,0 0.7 
78,1 2,0 
46,3 1.2 
20.3 0,5 
32.5 0.9 
58,4 1.5 
75,5 2,0 
75,5 2.0 

108,2 2.8 
34,6. 0,9 
30.1 0,8 
34,0 0,9 

461,8 12.1 
141.3 3,7 
376,6 9.6 
222,9 5,8 
307.5- 8,0 
746.1 19,6 
115.5 3,0 
680,3 17,8 

3817,0 100.0 

1947 ,(~ 
mill. k.r. !;t'l' 

323.6 17.8 
113,5 6,3 
255,9 14.1 
95,3 5,3 

136.0 7.5 
325.5 18,5 
109,9 6,1 
444,3 24,5 

1814,0, 100.0 
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Balance ol payments 1929-1946. 

ltecelpts "1928 1935 . 1936 1937 1938 1939 1946 1947 

Exports .. , . , ,, . , , .... , . , .. , . , .. 
Net tecelpts ot wha.ling ... , .... 
Net receipts of shlppplng •.•••. 
Interest and dividends . , , . , . , . 
Trnnslt pro!lts .............. .. 
Various receipts Incl. tourist 

682 
45 

185 
15 
20 

604 
27 

215 
16 
14 

mill. kr. 
684 822 785 
44 51 28 

246 377 426 
18 18 20 
IS 16 18 

806 
24 

482 
16 
19 

1201 
4 

450 
24 
18 

1841 
. 54 
690 

30 
. 18 

trs!tlc ... , .. , . , .... , .... , .. . 
Total receipts ................ .. 

111 s.2~ _,6"'7--=" 80 
999 943 1087 1398 1407 1458 1306 2994 

114 109 361 130 

'Q:~:~~~-~ .................. . 
Interest and dtvldends , /, .... . 
MISC. Items ......... ,. . , ...... . 

1019 820 922 1287 1186 1360 2m 3852 
85 86 92 83 80 73 61 62 
15'_"'1"'7~18 25 37 41 62 237 

Total disbursements .. .. . .. .. . lll9 923 1032 1395 1303 1474 2397 4151 
Capital Income 
Sales of securities .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 262 114 343 334 277 87. 710 216 

· Net Increase of business debts 142 ti6 1318 

Capital expenditure 
Purchase or securities ......... . 
Net decrease of business debtr 

90 92 305 354 336 177 160 410 
47 ·42 88 101 38 

Banking 

Norges Bank (the Bank of Norway) 
was estab!lsllecl 1816. lt bas the sole 
right to Issue notes and Its main 
!unction 1s the management or the 
national monetary system and tho 
oontrol ol Norway's International 
monetary a!!alrs. 

Norges Bank is a. chartered jolnt~ 
stock company with a managing board 
Of directors, consisting or 5 members. 
The cba.tnnan and vlcechalrman are 
appointed by the Crown, while tb• 
rest of the directors are elected by 
the Stortlng. The State thus controls 
the management Of the bank. Nor­
ges Bank bas branches In the dille­
rent parts of the country. 
'The Norwegian Joint-stock banking 
'lystem 1s rather decentralized. There 
are some large joint.stock banlts 
acting as banking Institutes tor ship­
ping a.nd other important industries. 

The maJority of the jolnt-Ptock 
bnnks, however, ls rather smr-' ., ser­
ving the needs or local bus!. <SS. The 
saving banks are also rather decen· 
trallzed. They play an Important part, 
espectally for the rural districts. 

• State banks are rounded lor the 
purpose of supporting special lndust-

ties or enterprises through loans and 
credits on favourable terms etc. They 
Include banks or Institutions lor 
rural holdings, 11sherles. ma.nu!nctur­
lng Industries and municipalities. 

Organizations: 
Den norske Bankforenlng, RM­

husgt. 25. Oslo. - Is an association ot 
Norwegian jolnt .. stock banks. 

Centraltoreningen for Norges Spare­
banker, Ktrkegt. 15, Oslo, - 1s the 
central a.ssocla.tlon o!. the Norwegian 
savings banks. 

Life Insurance and most other 
forms or Insurance are carrtect out b:sr 
prtvnte companies, whtch are, how .. 
ever, subject to Stnte supenlsJon 
through the Insurance Councn {For­
stkrlngsrddet). 

Rates of e1change, Oslo 
(average llgures), 

Kr. £! 1$ 100 100 100 
per: fr, sw.kr. D. ~r. 
1929 18.20 3.748 14,73 100.46 100,07 
1939 19.11 4.315 11.09 103,65 88,07 
1946 20.03 4.970 4,184 127,70 103,75 
1947 20.02 4,970 ,uoo 138,30 103,75 



FINANCES 

The structure or the State budget 
In the last years has been lnnueneed 
by the general need for reconstruc· 

· tlon alter the war and bY the special 
need or bUilding up the de!encc. A 
remarkable ttem ot state expenditure 
1s c-price subsldJest. These mainly 
Include prlce subsldles paid In order 
to keep down the prices on consu .. 
mers' goods, thus stablllzlng the price 
level and the cost ot living. 

Including a general tax on turnov•r 
(6,25%) and special taxes on the sale 
or chocolate, tobacco, alcoholic beve­
rages and similar articles. 

The state budget for the years 
alter the war has shown a yearly 
de!lclt or about 250 mlll. kr. In the 
budget now under preparation (l~D. 
49) thls de!!ctt will be mater . ·. 
reduced. ·' 

The state's main sources or Income 
are direct taxes, custom receipts ann 
taxes on consumption, - the last 

The national debt per 30/8.1947 
amounted to 6400 mm. kr., o! wll!ch 
430 m111. kr. were !orelgn loans. 

State Budget 

1913/14 

A. Current expenditure ~ 

Polltleal organs .. .. .. .. .. .. • • .. .. .. .. 2,4 
Foreign attalrs .................. , . .. 1.3 
l>e!ense ............................ 27,5 
Justice .. .. .. .. • .. . .. . •• . .. .. • .. .. .. . 4,7 
Local admlnlstra.tlon , .. , . , .. , , . , , , 0,3 
Church . • . • • • .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. • 1.2 
Education, science. art .. .... . .. . • • • • 14,7 
Social purposes ......... ,. .. . • • .. .. 3.7 
Health .................... , .. , .. .. .. 4,3 
Construction and maintenance o! 

toads etc. • ............... , , . , , . , , 4,2 
Agriculture • .. • .. .. • .. • .. .. • .. .. . .. • • 2.0 
Various Industries .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 5,7 
Supplles, rationing and price sub· 

sidles , , , ........... , , , .•........... 
Assetment and taxation .. .. .. .. .. .. 3,9 
Interests and penstons .. , . . . . . . . . . . . 15,1 
De!lclt on State enterprises ...... .. 
War expenees ..................... . 
Reconstruction •... , .. , . , , . , ...... , .. 
Miscellaneous ....•. , ............ , , . . . 7,1 
Surplus ............................ . 

Total current expenditure: 98,1 

B. Current Income 
Taxes on income and cap1tal ....... . 
Custom receipts ....... , , ...... , ... , 
Taxes on consumption ............. . 
Other taxes ........................ .. 
Rents and dividends .............. .. 
Surplus on State enterprises ...... .. 
Other receipts ............ ,. ....... . 
Deficit ,.,, .. , ........ : ............. . 
Mllleollanii()US ....................... . 

Total current income: 

12,8 
52,4 
12,8 
10,2 
10.1 
2.0 
1,9 

102,2 

1937/38 1945/46 
mm. kr, 

4,7 8,7 
4,9 14,0 

52.5 419.7 
18.6 98,7 
0,9 2,5 
4.4 6,0 

60.5 90,9 
61,4 104,2 
19,3 32,2 

43,7 98.4 
35,2 28,! 
25.7 53,8 

250.2 
17,7 32,3 
15.4 124,7 
55,1 75,3 

202.2 
86,9 

10,5 29.5 
98,1 

528,6 1758,3 

136.4 
145,4 
188,0 
29,1 
18.2 

358,7 
119.6 
769,5 
50.3 
18,6 

164.2 
257.4 

1758.3 

1946/17 

12,2 
16,2 

361,8 
74,8 
2,0 
6.6 

118,5 
165,0 
45.7 

134,4 
33.1 
78,7 

492,S 
41,7 

130.0 
114.9 
15M 
240,3 
58,6 

2277,71 

360.0 
195.0 

1079.6 
41,4 
18,9 

298,7 
284,1 

2217,7 
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c. Capital expenditure. 
Current deficit , . •.• ••••.•••• . • ••. , . • 
State enterprise~~ , • .•• • •• •• . , .•.• ...• 
National debt . ... .. . .. ... ...•. • •. • .. • 
Loans to munlclpaUtles etc . .- ... ... . . 

Total capital expenditure: 
D. Capital Income. 
Current surplus •• •...• . ... ... ..... , .• 
Rents etc ........................... .. 
State loans . ......... . ..... .. ... ... .. 

Total capital income: 

MUnicipal finances. 
~e main sources or Income of the 
~nlclpalltles are direct taxes on 
Income and property. For the budget 
year 1945/ 46 these taxes amounted to 
700 mlll. kr. On the average 17,5'1• 
or the estlmatecl income were paid 
as taxes. 

Taxes. 
Direct taxes on Income and pro­

perty are paid on the munlclpaUtles 
as well as to the state. As mentioned 
above the municipal Income tax 
amounts to about 17'/• or the income. 
The state Income tax Is on a progres­
sive scale. Normally, however, the 
sum total or direct taxes shall not 
exceed 75% of the estimated incom('. 
In the years Immediately after the 
last war, extraordinary taxes such as 
war damage tax, defence tax and war­
time profit tax have been Imposed on 
a progressive scale. bringing the to­
tal percentage a bove the said limit 
1n many cases. 

257,1 :a84,1 
20.5 59,8 172,0 652,0 
4,9 36,4 15:1,6 57,8 

19,6 
25,4 96.2 582,1 1013,5 

98,1 
1.2 5,5 17.2 16.5 
9.0 + 7,4 564,9 997.0 

10.2 96,2 582,1 1013,5 

Prices - Cost of Uvln~. 
The chief aim of the post-war 

price policy - as laid down In the 
Joint platform of the pollttcal par­
ties - has been to stabilize the 
wholesale prices and the coet of Uv­
ing. In order to achieve thla a system 
of rigorous price regulatlona haa been 
Instituted. The State further pays pri­
ce-subsidies to some groupe or pro­
ducts and consumers' p:oods, and 
there have also been some voluntary 
price reductions. 

The wholesale price lndes •bowed 
a steady increase from 100 1n 1938 
to 177 In 1945. In the later years 
the index number has oscUlateft 
about 175. The Index of the cost c.t 
llvlng has been stablllze<1 on about 
160. against 100 In 1938. It may be 
said that there Is a steacly pressure 
against the price level. 

Money 
1 Norwegian Krone = 100 ~re = 1 sh1lllng = 20 U .S . (or Canadian) cents . 

. Notes. 5, 10, 50, 100. 500 and 1000 Kroner and (temporarilY) 1 & 2 Kroner. 
Nickel colDs: 10, 25, 50 ~re and 1 Krone. Copper colns: 1. 2, 5 (Ire. 

Paper notes: 
10 kr. 2 kr. 
5 kr. 1 kr 

1 pre 
2 t~re 
S ~Jre 

ColDs: 
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1 Metre (m) = 100 Centimetres (em) ::: 1000 Mllllmetres (mm) = 39.3 Inch 
I Kilogram (kg) = 1000 Grams (g) ::: 2 lbs. 3 ozs. 
1 Litre (1) = 10 Decllltres (dl) = !.7598 pints. 
1 Hectar (ha) "' 10 000 sq. metres = 2 acres 2280 sq. yards, 

DOUBLE CONVERSION TABLE 
Weight 
1 groin • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 0.0648 g 
1 dram .. .. • .. .. • .. .. .. 1.7719 g 
1 ounce .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. 28.3495 ;, 
1 pound ................ 453.5927 g 
1 ton ................ 1.0161 met. ton 

1 Gram .............. 0-0322 oz 
1 Kilogram .......... 2.2046 \bd. 
1 Met.Ton ............ 0.9842 ton 

Length 
1 Inch .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. • .. 25.3995 mm 

Surface 
1 sq. Inch ............ 6.451 sq.c;n 
1 sq. !t . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 0.093 sq. m 
I sq. yd .. .. .. .. . .. .. • 0.836 sq. :n 
1 acre .. .. • .. .. .. .. • • • 0.405 ha 
I sq. mile ............ 258.989 ha 

1 sq. em • .. .. .. • .. 0.155 sq. !n 
I sq. m .......... 10.764 sq. It 

1.196 sq. yds 
1 ha .•...... , •.... , , . . 2.471 acres 

1 toot .................. 30.4794 em Capacity 
1 yard .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. . 0.9144 m 
1 mile .. .. . • . .. .. • .. .. . . 16093 krn I g111 .. .. . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. 1.419 dl 

1 Mlllmetre .......... 0.0394 Inch 1 pint • • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 0.568 ! 
1 Metre ............ 3.2808 !t 1 quart • .. .. ... • .. .. . .. • • .. 1.136 I = 10936 yds 1 Imp. gallon .. .. . .. . .. .. 4.543 1 
1 Kilometre .......... 0.6214 mlle 1 u.S. gallon . .. .• . .. .. .. 3.785 I 

Cubic 1 peck . .. .. .. .. • .. .. • .. .. • 9.087 1 
1 cub. Inch .......... 16.3862 cb. om 1 bushel .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . 36.348 I 
I cub. !t. . .. .. .. .. .. . 0.0283 cb. m I quarter .................. 290.781 1 
I cub. yd .. .. .. .. .. .. . 0.7645 cb. m I ctl .............. 0.176 pint 

I cb. em • . .. .. .. .. 0.0610 cb. In I I .................. 1.76 pint 
I cb. m "~'-'-'-"_"_' ~3~41j_c_b. _tt ____ l,_h_l_;_":.c.'c..":.c.'c.."c.'-"-'-"-'-' ,._2..,.75_b_us,...h--e1s 

TEMPERATURE 
In Norway the Centll:l'ade (Celsius) scale Ia used for all o!llclal and 
scten tlfic purposes. The conversion formulae are as follows: 
Centl~rade (C:): Bolling Pt. 100'. Freezing Pt. 0'. C' = 'l!J (F' + 32') 
Fahrenheit IF'J: Bo111ng Pt. 212'. Freezing Pt. 32'. F' = l)f,. 0 + 32',j 

Fahr.helt 212 194 176 158 140 122 104 98.4 86 68 50 32 !4 0 + 4 +22 +40 
Cg!acter_. _100 _90 80 70 60 5~0 __ 37 30 20 10 0 +10 +18 +20 +30 +40 

BRITISH (B) AND CONTINENTAL (C) SIZES In shirts, hats and shoes 
Gentlemen's Gentlemen's Ladles Gentlemen's 

shirts: hats: shoes: shoes: 
BCBC BCBC BC BC 

14\>-37 16 -41 6~H4 7'.~-59 3-36 1 -39 
15 -38 16\2-42 6~\-55 7%-50 4-37 7',2-40 
151>-39 11 -43 618-56 'm-51 5-JB s -41 
15'.<-40 171>-14 7 -57 7%-52 6-39 8',2-42 

7\8-58 7-40 9\H3 
• 10 -14 



F.astem Norway •0stlandeh 
Lumbermen at work In the river Glomma. 

Northern Norway •Nord-Norge• 
Fish drying and boats at anchor In a typical fishing port. 
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Names and abbreviations : 

Breen = Glacier 
Dal(en) = (The) Valley 
E . = Elv = River 
FjeU(ene) = (The) Mountains 
Fj. = Fjord = Firth (FJord) 
Ponn = Glacier, Isen = Glacier 
s. :::: SJI1 = Lalte 
V . = Vann = Lake 
0y(ane) = Island (al 

I: b MILL1~ 
!50 'fO KM. 

100 ISO 

100 

Mt\.IS 

The Counties ( •Fylker•): 

Altershus 
AustAgder 
Bergen 
Buslterud 
Finn mark 
Hedmark 
H ordaland 
Ml!lre & Romsdal 
Nordland 
Nord-~delag 

Opland 
Oslo 
Rogal and 
Sogn & FJordane 
S0r-Trslndelag 
Telemark 
Troms 
Vest-Agder 
Vest! old 
Ost!ol<f" 



Westem Norway •Vestlandet~ 

Typical fjord landscape with steep mountain sides and eternal snow. 

Southern Norway «Sorlandeh 
Idyll!c and peaceful coastl1ne with numerous beautiful summer resorts. tishlng 

villages and shipping towns. 



CULTURAL LIFE 
Language and Literature. 

The Norwegian language Is closely 
related to the other Scandlnavlan 
languages and 1n a lesser degree to 
Engllsh. Dutch and German. There 
are no 1lllterates ln Norway. English 
Is taught In most elementary schools 
and In aU higher schools, and Ls ge• 
ne~ understood throughout the 
co ' . 

e oldest literary documents In 
Norway are the Ed d as - mythic 
poems whlcll were written down 1n 
Iceland, probably 1n the 12. century, 
but presumably composed 1n Norway 
In the 9. century. 01 the greatest 1m· 
portance for the Norwegian national 
leeUng are til<! sag as, outstanding 
among them cHelmskrtngla• by Snorre 
Sturlason, which gives a. monumental 

picture ot Norwegian history !rom the 
earliest times up to the year 1200. 
cKongespelleh (The King's Mirror) ls 
a. unique wrttlng, whlch gives a vlvld 
picture or medieval Norwegian urc. 

The best known Norwegian nuthors 
in modem times nrc Henrlk: Ibsen, 
B)tirnst)erne BJ6rnson, Knut Hamsun 
nnd Sigrid Undset. or these the lost 
three have received the Nobel Price. 

During the war lyrical poetry be· 
came a strong expression or the na­
tion's pa.trlotlsm und yearning tor 
freedom. Well known poets trom 
these years are Nordnbl Gr1eg, who was 
klllcd tn an alrcrn!t over .'Berltn, and. 
Arnuit Overland, who wns 1n German 
eoncentratton camps for three years. 

Broadcasting 
All Norwegian broa~csstlng Ls ope• 25.56 m, 15 170 kc/S =: 19.78 m and 

rated by the State company •Norsk 17 825 kc/s =: 16.83 rn. 
RlkskrJngka.stLng,, There are 4 sta.. Norwegian programs nre of an ln· 
tlons In the long-wave band, 13 me· tormntlve nnd educntlonai nature 
dlum-wave and 4 short .. wave sta.ttons ,rather than purely entertaining. Com ... 
serving o. total ot 600.000 registered merctal advertising or csoap operas• 
listeners, who each pay an annual are unheard or. News and wentber 
ree or kr. 20. In addition to •home reports da!ly at e. 13. 19 and 22. 
consumption• short wave programs Foretgn broadcasting sta.tlons (EU· 
a.re arranged especially for the An· ropean long & medium wave stations 
tarctlc whaling !teet, Norwegian ships and short wave stations all ovl!r the 
and other Norwegians abroad. world) are almost wlthout exception 

These programs are heard every received enslly ln Norway on good 
night at 0101)--{)200 GMT over the wireless sets, but due to the dille· 
new Fredrlkstad short wave station renee 1n time, ordinary American 
on 9610 kc(s = 31.22 m, 11 735 kc/S = programs are seldom heord. 

Press 
LARGEST NEWSPAPERS 

Name 
AJiQJ~nposten (cons.) .. , ..........•.• 

· iderbladet (lab.) ............ .. 
D•• Iadet (lib.) .................. .. 
Morgenposten (Ind.) ............. . 
Bergens Tldende (lib.) ........... . 
Ad.ressea.vtsen (cons.) ...... o ••••••••• 

Verdens Gang (Ind. llb.) .......... 
Frthetcn (comm.) •.••.•.•• , , •••••• , 
Dramrnens T!dende (cons.) ....... . 
Stavanger A!tenblad (lib.) ...... .. 
Lototposten (lnd.) o ............ , ... . 

Natlonen (agr.) .................. .. 
Arbelder-Avl.s~ (Is b.) .. , ......... . 
Morgenbladet (cons.) ............. . 

Actress 
Oslo 

Bergen 
Trondhe!m 
Oslo 

Dra.mmen 
St11vanger 
Svolvrer 
Oslo 
Trondhe!m 
Oslo 

Net circulation 1947 
131.332 

56.877 
55.326 
50.415 
47.168 
40.866 
31.053 
31.036 
26.416 
27.556 
24.716 
22.355 
21.843 
20.733 



Cultural Lit . .:•-~-------

Mllllic 
Norwegian folk mut!c h,. lonr 

been an Important !actor In l'Ul'al 
cUltural We, and also o. source of 
Inspiration to Norweglllll composers. 
The Instruments chleny used, the 
•Hardlngtele• (Hardanger violin) and 
•langlelk> (a string Instrument) are 
stU! played In more tar-orr districts. 
(Samples may be heard over the Oslo 
broadcasting station every Sundoy 
afternoon). 

Ole Bull, the v1olln virtuoso, Wl\8 
the first Norwegian composer to attaln 
International lame, while Edvard 
Grleg ts enslly the most Important 
and best known figure ln Norwegta.n 
musical ll!e. Other noteworthy com­
posers Include Johan Halvorsen, 
Halfdan Kjerul!, Johan Svendsen, 
Christian Slndlng, Rlkar<l Nord-

raak and Moe. Agathe Backer·OI"iln• 
dahl, while In modern times Ludvlg 
Irgens Jensen, Klaus Egge, Elvlnd 
oroven, Fe.rtetn Valen, Arne Eggen 
and Harald Sreverud are most proml· 
nent. The conductors Olav Klelland 
and Odd GrUner-Hegge have also 
created interesting composttlons. 

Among the musicians the pianists 
FrldtJot Backer-Gr~ndahl and Robert 
RleOing and sopranos Klraten Ftag­
stod, Kaja Elde Norena and So!!L 
Schonnlng are probably .best .M.Iow 
abroad. '\W.I 

Musical Ute In Norway benefits 
Cram great publ!c Interest. Orchestras, 
choirs and bands are rormed In even 
small towns, while visiting artists. 
particularly In Oslo, contribute to an 
interesting concert sea.son. 

OPENING BARS OF SOME WELL-KNOWN WORKS 
Concerto In A minor Edvard Grleg 

1--~··-- ·-·~··-·············· .. 

i~·l ~ :. . "' 
'em rd ffJ1C ~~1&'ft4 
<Festival Polonaise> Johan Svendsen 

<The Chalet Girl's Sunday> Ole Bull 

~' e p I J J.j J. jl J fl f sIr tf J pj I J.J d I 
· •Rustle at Spring> Chrtstlllll Slndlng 

U A. J I I .'1 IJ.i.Jili:J I J .JJ I " -. 
~ 

/PO/ ~ ~ 

I 
<Homage March> (!rom <Sigurd Jorsal!arer.) Edvard Orleg 

; - -- ~ . -- ~ ---
;' I! J"O I J JJ MIJ.J ;aiJ jj JJJIV JPI£;ji~J.J 



Cultural Llf~ 51 

Theatre and Film 
Permanent theatr~s have ~xlsted 

tor about 100 years 1n Oslo and Ber­
gen, whlle more recent ones have 
been established ln Trondhelm and 
Stavanger. Other cttles. towns and 
rural districts are d ependent on tou­
ring shows by the permanent thea­
tres. - There Is no permnnent opera 
In any city, but guest nppenrances 
by famous ensembles are fairly fre­
quent ln OSlo, whUe operettas are 
sb'(J.- regUlarly by the theatres. 

Norweglnn rum production hl\11 
ne\'Cr progressed beyond n rather 
amateurish and unsucce$SCU1 stnge. 
None or the rums brought out hll.ve 
c ln1med o.ny Interest outside o! Nor­
way. 

Movle theatres (cinemas) are round 
In most Norweglnn cities nod towns, 
while shows are put on ln a.s.scmbly 
halls etc. In m ore !ar-otf places. The 
total number or clnemns Ia 350, with 
a seatlng capacity of approx. 110.000. 

Art 
Norwegian patntlng and sculpture 

goes back to the VIking times. The 
!nmous O~eberg and Ookstad Phlps 
are eloquent proofs of a highly deve­
loped technical skill and rich fan­
tasy ln carving and decorations. La­
ter on anonymous artists have beau­
tified the lnterlor o! medleval chur­
ches and other buildings. 

The revival ot Norwegian art and 
Its tlrst expressions In modern times 
came around the middle of t;he 19. 
century, J. C. Dahl being the tlrst 
name of importance In palntlng. The 
romantic school wit h Its somewhat 
Idealized and remote concept of Nor­
wegian landscapes prevalled until the 
md o! the century, when Edward 
Munch created a crevolutlou• with 
lis r adical Impressionism. 

Present-day painting has achieved 
the most notable results tn monu­
mental decorations, mostly al fresco 
and often with a pronounced social 
theme. Best known among modem 
painters are Henrlk Sorensen. Alf 
Rolfsen, Per Krogh, Jean Helberg, 
IUel Revold. Kat FJeU, Aage Storsteln 
and Arne Ekeland. 

Among the sculptors Gustav Vlge­
lnnd occupies a uniQue position. Part 
or hiS glgnntlc !ountaln and monolith 
In a pl\rk In Oslo Is shown above. 

Norwegian art Ia collected In the 
National Gallery 1n OSlo, whlch 1.1.1so 
contains several famous worlts by 
f oreign masters and In the Picture 
Onllc ry In Bergen, while private col­
lections o! considerable value are quite 
numerous. Examples o! modem mu­
ral art are round In publlc bU1ldUL!Cf8. 
notably the city hall In Oslo. (Below.) 



52 Cultural Life 

Applied Arts and Handicraft 

~Bea~t1!ul examples of rural hruldl· 
crart can stlll be round in carved, 
embroidered, woven and knitted im­
plements and garments, .but cLeap 

· mass production substitutes are only 
too often more prominently dis­
played. The cSelbu• black and white 
design in sports wear and the knitted 

---

clusekofte• sweaters with bold design 
an1 sliver buttons have becom.., 
known all over the world. 

Modem glassware and ceramte ar(· 
also round in me.ny typical and 
interesting designs, and Norwegian 
silversmiths produce beautltul work. 

· Architecture 
Wood ~rchltecture predominates in 

Norway even from the days or the 
cstav:o-churches, which are evidence 
ot a highly advanced building tech­
nique and constructional tmagtn.a­
tlon. This was continued in many 
lmpresslvc wooden homes or the 
Middle Ages, a typical feature being 
the csvalgang:o, a colonnade along 
the front serving the dual purpose 
of decoration and protection from 
adverse weather. Anothe'- unique 
example or Norwegian buUaing tra­
dition~ the cstabbur:o design, a store 
building elevated on plllars, lts walis 
sloping inwards to the floor. both 
features as a protection against 
prowling animals. Log buildings have 
nlways been popular in Norway, and 
are· found today both as suburban 
homes and sports cabins. 

Modem homes in Norway arc ba.sed 
partly on the traditional craftsman­
ship or,. wooden constructions, partly 
on more recent Ideas in design. A 

strong Influence o! the swedish 
ctunctlonab Ideas Is often evlden t. 
even more so lD apartment and<>ftlcr· 
buildings. The new City hall in Oslu 
1s an example or extremely simpl" . 
plain design, somewhat softened b y 
sculptures and tnle.ld Tellers. 

Modern restaurant bulldlDg in tb•· 
Oalo fjord. 



WH O'S W H 0 I N N 0 R WAY 
Famous names of the past and present In scl(•nce, arts, literature , sports etc. 

ABEL, Niels Henrik, b.S/8 1802. d.6/4 
1829. mathematician. Proved h ls ex­
ceptional glfts at an early age throu~h 
studies or equations or the 5th power 
while still In H igh School. He gra­
duated In 1821, and 4 years late r went 
to Germany on a State scholarship as 
a r~l.t of his work o r 1824,provlng the 
lm~lb1Uty or solving equations of 
th•: :Sth power through elementary 
algebra. an Important step for­
ward In the theory or equnttous. \Vhlle 
In G e rmany he rounded •Crelle's 
Journab In collaboration wltb the 
German mathematlc lan Crelle. T his 
Journal Is still one or the most Impor­
tant publications tor International 
mathematical s cience. In the summer 
o r 1826 he arrived 1n Parts. but was 
bitterly disappointed In the cool re­
c eption offered him and his th<'orles. 
The French Academy did not even 
bother to read his treatise on <'llptic 
Integrals. T his paper was never prin­
ted until 12 years after his death. 

On the way home he stayed !or some 
time in Berlln. busily pursuing hls 
studies of equations which may be 
solved by elementary algebrolc me­
thods. This type of equations bas slnco 
been named nfter blm. 

After his return to Norway he sprnt 
two years 1n misery and dlsnppolnt­
ment. on meager pay as asslstan~ t ea­
cher at Oslo University. and died from 
tuberculosis only 27 years old. Shortly 
before his death he was summoned to 
the university ot Berlin, but was r.ever 
able to acce pt thls well d eser ved ho­
nour, Abel Is generally acknowledged 
as one of the most outstanding young 
genU of European m athematical 
sc-Ience 1n the 19. century. 
Q MUNDSEN, Roald En~:eb regt Grav­
ntng, b . 1617 1872, d. atter 18/ 6 1928, 
artie explorer. 

1894 he worked on a sealing vessel. 
1897-99 he was first mate on tile 
cBelglca~-expedltlon to the Antarctic, 
and 1903-06 he led the •OJca•-expe­
dltlon to the magnetic North Pole 
through the N orth West Passage to 
Nome In Alaska. In 1908 he proposed 
e. voyage across the North Pole by 
drl!tlng along with the prevalltng cur­
rent8. and set out !rom Norway, but 

Abel. "mundscn. 

when informed that the North Pole 
had Already been reachf:'d (by Pl'nry), 
he s~cretly changed his plnns and 
went south lnstend. After an ex­
tremely fast and suc<'ess! u l trip across 
the lee barrier - almost 900 miles In 
55 d ays by dog -teams - he reached 
the Sout h Pole on the 14. December 
1911. After the discovery or the 
Sou th Pole. he renewed hls attempts 
to reach the North Pole as well, and 
set out with the cMaud• In 1918. This 
exned l tlon lasted almost 7 yeats and 
was blocked by at series ot mishaps. 
T ogethe r with the American Lincoln 
El lsworth he then attacked the po le by 
n iT In two flying boats. but bad to 
make nn emergency landing at 87• N . 
In l!l26 Amundsen took over nn 
Ita.llnn air-ship which was re-nam ed 
•Nor ge •. s tarted fro m Spitzbergen 
11. May I !l26 and passed the North 
Pole the following day. When r epor ts 
cnmc In that Colon el Nobile with his 
n€'w ulrshlp •ltalla~ had crashed north 
of Splt ?-b€'rgcn, Am1mdscn immedln­
t<'lY offered his ass istance . 18 . June 
1928 h e stnrt<'d from Trom so with the 
French aircraft cLatham•. T hree 
h o u rs later wireless slgnnts were 
h eard. but after that no c ontact was 
ever obt nlned w ith the ai rcraft. 

Am undscns exceptional success 
as an a rc tic explorer was chie!ly 
due to his meticulous plnnnln~. fnr­
s<'elng lmaglnutlon and ablllty to 
choose his colleagues and ass lstnn ts. 
T he pract ical nnd &clen t l!lc Import­
ance of his expeditions can hardly be 
over-estlma ted. 
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BALCIIEN, Bemt, b. 23/10 1899, 
avia'<)r. Ore.duated aa a pUot 1n 1912, 
and served ln the Naval Alr Force 
from 1921-26. In 1926 be accompa­
nied Roald Amundsen to Spltsbf>rgen, 
where be met the American explorer 
Rlcbard Byrd. With him be went to 
America. where be worked aa a test­
and alrUDe-pUot untU 1935, Interrup­
ted by vartoua expeditions. In 1927 
be accompanied Byrd on b1s Atlantic 
tugbt, and 1928-30 waa a member or 
Byrd's expedition to the South Pole 
(they new over the Pole on 29. No­
vember 1929). Be also took part in 
Lincoln Ellsworth's Antartlc expedi­
tion 1930-35. Prom 1935--40 be waa 
chler tnspector ot the Norwegian Alr­
unea. During tbe 2. World War he 
&erved in the R.A.F. Ferry Command 
194()-41, from 1941 aa a colonel in the 
American A1r Force. Be was in charge 
ot apeclal work on Greenland, cbtet 
O( tbe transport fl1ght8 from Swe­
den to England, and later organi­
zed. speclal tugbts to drop supplies 
ancl arms in Norway. 1946--48 he was 
president of the Norwegian Aero Club, 
and director of Norwe;l.an .Atrltues 
{DNL). 

BJERKNES, VUbelm Frlmann Ko­
ren, b. 14/3 1862, phyalc1at and me­
teorologist. B. Sc. 1888, Dr. Sc. 1892. 
After a short time at the university or 
Oslo. be worked aa a professor nt the 
Stockholm school of practical science 
untu 1907, then aa professor or 
mathematical physics at Oslo Univer­
sity (1907-12) . Professor in charge 
ot the geophysical institute or Leip­
zig (1913-17), and since 1917 professor 
of geophysics and director •Jf the 
geophysical (meteorological) ln'3tltute 
ln Bergen, Ass a physlclst be ~l' best 
Jmown for b1s nudtea or electric oscu­
latio:na and .hydrom~antcs ( cOber 

Elektrlsche Resonanv ). Bjerknea 1a 
particularly wen mown for b1s me­
teorologtcal theories. w.b.lcb have been 
ot fundamental impOrtance !or mo­
dem forecasting. Hls ctheory or cl.r­
culatlons., {1898) has led to a better 
understanding of vanoua phenomena 
in the atmosphere and the oceau. The 
baste theory underlyin; .b.1s meteoro­
logical ·atuclies 1s an attempt to ex­
plain and predict movements 1ll the 
atmosphere tbrougb bydroelcctrlc 
and thermodynamic lawa. B1s tttudles 
in tbls tleld have been of apecl~ Im­
portance for modern methods 1n 
weatbertorecasting, and b1s t;heones 
or front movements are generally re­
garded aa one or the comer stones or 
modem meteorology. 

B.Jf)RNSON, BJPmstJeme MartiDitu, 
b . 8/ 12 1832, d. 26/4 1910, author. Gra­
duated in 1852, and went ln !or Jour­
nall.sm untU 1857. 1857-s9 he waa 
theatre-director ln Bergen, where he 
wrote stones and tbe national anthem 
(cJa, vl elsker dette landeb). The 
yean 18~3 were spent abroad, but 
from 1885--67 be waa actin; dlrec-

, tor at Chrlstlanta Theatre. From 
1875 be 11ved at .b.1s farm cAuleatad~> 
In Gausdal, whlcb, in aptte or b1s 
numerous travels abroad, (e. g . a '9ur 
to USA aa a lecturer 188G-a1), al~ 
remained the ftrm base of b1s r~ 
life. -

Durtng his first pertocl aa a poet 
be mainly dealt with national roman­
tic subjects,_ wblcb he treated partly 
ln blstorlc plays . ( cSlgurd Jorsalt&r~>' 
and cSlgurd Slembe• l and partly ln. 
h1s stories of the peaaanta' life ( cSyn­
n~ve Solbakkena and cArne~>). B1s 
strong and vibrant poetry also belongs 
to this tlme. Under the lmpresalon of 
tbe prevaUlng reallsm, he later wrote 
a aeries of dramas deaUn; wttb ccm-
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t emporary problems ( cEn FaUib, cEn 
Hnnske•. cOver JEvne I-Ih). In a 
few novels he also d ebates education 
or women and religious tolerance. 

All his life BJ~rnson was In posses­
sion ot an exceptional energy. - his 
le tters o.lone amount to about 30.000. 
Beside his comprehensive Uternry 
a c tivity, he was also very active as a 
~oclul and political agitator. especially 
wh ere Norway's Independence was 
concerned, and his work t or peace and 
Cor suppressed nattons Is Inestimable. 

nson's poetry lacks the depth or 
Ib . but together they gave the 
rn mportant contribution to the 
cultural awakening ln Norway In the 
19. century. 

BOJER, Johan, b . 6/ 3 ·1872, author. 
ln hl.s youth Bojcr tried a number 
of occupa tions: fisherman, salesman. 
office worker etc. and also stayed 8 
years abroad (France and Italy). IDs 
first book: cEt Folketog• wo.s issued 
In 1896. and of subsequent books eDen 
store Hunger., eDen stste Viking•, 
cVor egen Stamme• have been wtdely 
published both In Europe and Ame­
rica. In his llterary work he often 
describes the Inner spiritual llle or 
the lndlvldual 1n relation to political 
and social actlvltles. AB a story-teller 
he is at h1s best 1n mllleu descrlpt.lons. 
and hls novels and plays gl ve him a 
place among the roremost painters or 
rural Ute 1n Norwegian literature. 

BULL, Ole Bornemann, b. 1810. d. 
1880, vlollnlst and composer. In his 
youth Bull studied law and theology, 
but he soon abandoned both and 
went In tor music. For some ttme he 
was conductor or a theatre-orchestra 
In Oslo, - later on went touring to 
Paris and Italy, back to France and 
then to England. H1s !arne us a vlo­
llnlst had by then spread all over 
Europe, and when in 1844 he also 

tl 
concerts 1n America, he was gree­
wlth tbe greatest enthusiasm. 

1 founded the theatre eDen Natlo­
nale Scene• In Bergen. and tn 1852 he 
tried to establish the Norwegian co­
lony Oleana 1n Pennsylvania. This. 
however, proved to be a disappoint­
ment, and cost him a !ortune. Bull 
lived hls last years In America, where 
he was an honorary citizen or New 
York. The summer bolldays. however, 
were always spent near Bergen. - his 
place of birth -. where be died. -
Next to Pagantnl, Bull was the out-

Bull Dahl 

~>tanding genius In an age oC roman­
tic virtuosos. In his early youth he 
hnd nlrendy developed his own distinc­
tive style. which remained bo.slcally 
unaltered during hls later years. or 
his compositions cSreterJen tenK son­
dng• bas become 1m mortal as a Norwe­
gian folksong, other works are cPo­
lncca Guerriero•. •Adagio Rellgloso•, 
cSreterbes~get•. cEo Moders BOn• and 
tbe qunrtet cl Ensomme Stunde•. 

DAUL, Johan Christian Clausen, b . 
1788. d. 1857, painter. Founder of our 
nattonal art of painting, - the flr8t 
,nterpreter of Norwegian scenery and 
greatest Norwegian landscape patntc:r 
or the century. 1811-18 he studl-!d 
nt the acndemy 1n Copenhagen, and 
1818 he settled In Dresden. 

Dahl Is usually lncluded ln the 
German school. although be WI\S 
nearly 40 when he finally took up his 
abode 1n Dresden. where he became 
a professor. His Norwegian landscapes, 
which represent the central theme of 
hls production, were mnde rrom 
s ketches and studies durtng tlve 
short summer holidays 1n Norway. 
Dahl worked Indefatigably ror the 
furtherance ot Norwegian art, he took 
the Initiative to the fouodntlon o r 
a National Gallery and societies of 
nrt In la rger towns, o.nd with hill boole 
on Norwegian •stav-klrken he made 
the tlrst propaganda for the preserving 
ot ancient Norwegian mcmortal.a Hl.a 
strength lies In hls Intimate atudlea 
or nature combined with technical 
superiority and gUts tor colouring. 
The greatest collections ot h1s pic­
tures nre round In the National Gal­
lery tn Oslo and 1n BerjleD Plctu1·e 
Gallery. 
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EYDE, Samuel (Sa m), b. 1866, d. 1940 
clv11 engineer and lu<.lustry p ioneer. 

Together with professor Kr. 
Birkeland be created the technical 
foundation for a n electro-chemical 
nitrogen Industry 1n grand style with 
a grea t demand for cheap water power. 
Eyde wns the founder of the Norwe­
gtan Hydro-Electr ic Nitrogen joint 
stock company and other nitrogen 
factories . 1905-17 he was the general 

• dlrect9r of the Norwegian Hydro, 1918 
member of the S tortlng, 1920--23 
Norwegia n minister t o \Varszaw . In 
1939 b e published his memoirs ln the 
book •My ll!e and my life's work•. 

FLAGSTAD, Kirsten, b. 12/7 1895. 
Singer. Recel 1·ed her vocal training In 
Oslo and Stockholm. In 1913 she made 
her .<ft'but as Nurl ln cTie fland•. 
1933-34 she visited ln Bayreuth as 

· Slegel!ndc. and after an appearance a.t 
the Metropollto.n Opera ln New York, 

· her name was known all over the 
world. 1936 ~;he sang In VIenna and 
Prague, and a year la ter 1n London and 
P a ris. In the spring of 193S she went 
on n t our t o Australla, and later on 
was ngaln attached to the Metropoli­
t an. 

Mrs. Fla~;stad's conduct during the 
2. World War has bee n the cause or 
much criticism . after she returned to 
German-occ upied Norway In 1941. 
She resumed her slnglng 1n Paris , 
London and USA 1n 1946. 

FOYN, Svend, b . 1809. d. 1894, whaler, 
bus in ess-man and Inventor. 11 yea:-s 
old he v:cnt t o sea, and from his 25!h 
year he was a captain. In 1845 he set 
out f or Jnn Mayen with Norway's 
nrst sealing vessel and thereby ope­
ned a n ew trade tor the country. 

Foyn constantly Invented new lm­
provemen ts on methods and tools, 
and In 1863 he bullt the first whaltn!: 
steamship. which h e later provided 
with a h a rpoon-grenade -gun he had 
invented. Then he began wbaUng 
along the coast of Flnnmark. 1873--
83 he had the monopoly of shooting 
whales with his harpoon. and shot 
about 100 whales p er year. Wh•m h1s 
activities In Ftnnmark were preveDted 
by the protection of whales he tried 
to catch whales from !eel~nd (1888) , 
and In 1894 h e sent the cAntarctle•­
expedltlon t o southern waters ln 
search or whales. 

GRIEG. Edvard Hagerup, b. 15/ 6 
1843. d . 4/9 1907. composer. From 1849 
he was taught pll\no by bts mother, 
and alrel\d y In 1855 be tried to com­
pose. Encouraged by Ole Bull he 
went to Leipzig In 1858. where he en­
tered the ConsPrvRtorlum . C,ompletlng 
his studies ln 1862, he settled at home 
for a s h ort time. but tn 1863 went 
to Copenhagen. where he continued 
his studies with Gade. In 1864 he met 
Rikard Nordraak. who flrect his e r thu­
slasm for Norwe~tlan national music. 
Since then Grle~·s music was slw~ 
closely attached to the !olk-mu'>l<; 
at the sam e time marked by his t<t. 
personality b oth In tune, rhvt m 
and h armony. By the end ot the 19. 
century h e was one ot t he pioneers 
In the development of harmonlf'S. 1885 
he built the villa cTroldhau~ten• near 
Bergen. which remained h1s home !or 
the rP.st of his life. 

In spite o! a permanently injured 
h ealth Grle~ man aged to compose 
musical mnstP.r works which are l('Ved 
all over t he world (Plano Concerto 1n 
A-mlnor, B allads . and the incidental 



mualc for Ibsen's cPeer G:vnb and 
Bjfllrnson's cS1gurd ··Jorsaltar• ), The 
string quartet ln G-mtnor and the 3 
violin sonataa show that he could also 
jpaster more compUcated forma. Cther 
cOJil'Pos1t1ons of h1s are: Norwegian 
and Symphonic Dances, the Solberg 
Suite to• string orchestra, various ar­

·rangements ' of Norweglan folk tunes 
• and, 143 songs, Incl. . cBaugtussa• 

cycle· (Garborg), settings of Ibsen, 
· BJ~ etc .• 

• HALVORSEN, Johan, b.1864, d.1935, 
muslelan and composer. Started bts 
career as a concerto musician, and 
was for some time conductor 1n Stock­
holm, teacher and solo vtol1nlst wlth 
the 'PhUhannontc Society in Aberdeen 
and B"elslnld. As conductor o! the 
orchestra of the National Theatre 1n 
Oslo (1899-29) he conducted moro 
than 100 symphonies. B1s compoeltlons 
are, beside theatrlcal muslc, (Vaaan­
tasena, Jan Berwltz and · Gurre}, 3 

·eymphonles, 2 Norwegian ThapsodleJJ, 
passacagUa for vlol1n and· viola and 
the world-famous cBojarernes Inn­
togamarch•, . furthermore an excel­
lent collection of .folk mustc . (•slAt­
tar.). songs etc. 

AMSUN, Knut, b. 4/ 8 1859, author: 
h18 youth led the·restless 111'e of a 

bond alternately 1n Norway and 
America untU 1n 1888 he returned to 
Norway .. Two years later cSulh was 
publlshed, a novel which lntroduced 
an entirely new note 1n Norwegian 
llterature. The lyric pros~ poem cJ?an• 
was written durlng a stay in Parls 1n 
1894. For cMarkens Grfllde• (1917), ·an 
epic of a settler's ll!e, ba. was awarded 
the Nobel Prtce 1n 1920 . 
. Bamsuns malntalns that the task 

of llterature 1a to Interpret the valueJJ 

ot manklnd's Intimate contac.t wlth 
the original and uncomplicated. things 
1n Ute,- nature and ear,h. The new 
and outstanding leatures of h1a poe­
try are the language and the compo­
sttton. Hamsun 'a books are tt,analated 
into most languages. . 

Durtng the 2. World War he fmnkly 
showed his sympathy for the Germans 

~ and Qulsllngs, and was accordtngly 
· after the war prosecuted as a traitor. 

HANSEN, Gerhard Henrtk Armaoer; 
b. 1841, d . 1912, 1s world-tamous.tor b1a 
discovery of the leprosy bacillus, some 
times named Hansen's ·bacUl~. Be 
was appointed doctor 1n charge of the 
leprous hospital ln Bergen· in 1868, 
and from then on dedicated hfa ll!e 
and work to the study and combat of 
th1s horrible disease. He dlacovered 
Its baclllus 1n 1873, and thls bacillus 
1s now belleved to be the source. o! 
leprosy; whereas previous theories 
placed the lllnesa among heredttaly 
c11seases. • 

Hls fundamental work has formed-a 
basis for most countrieJJ wlahl.ng to 
introduce efflcleut measures l.n the 
combat of leprosy. ' 

BAUG, Thortelt, b. 18M, d. 19311, the· 
outstandtng f igure 1n tnterna.ttonaf 
skltng 1917-24, Norwegian •Sid KJnp. 
His most famous achievement 111 b1a 
triple vlctoriea plus a bronze meaa.I tn 
the 1924 Cl:lamonlx olympic skllnrr. Tb18 

- exceptional teat of all- round skll.ng 
abUlty has never been equalled. Baug 
was best knOVIIll as a cross-country 
akter, wtth 11 victories 1n the famous 
Bolmenkollen meets, but h1a top po­
sition as a •combined• elder lUI well 
waa·undlsputed and amply proved by 
10 cKlns's Cup•• 1n that event. 
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H.::nle 

Among h1s many trophies Is the Holl­
m cnkoll medal for exceptional skl1ng 
nblllty. A!ter b.ls death b1s prlce col­
lection bas been displayed 1n the city 
m useum of b1s home town, Drammen, 
ltlld a. statue, first monument of that 
klnd 1n Norway, was erected 1n that 
clty Ln 1941. 

IIENIE, Sonja, b. 8/4 1912, the 
world's most outstandlng flgure ska­
ter. Trained for her skattng career 
from early chlldhood by her !ather, 
himself a promlDent athlete, she tlrst 
cla imed public attention 1n the 1924 
\ VInter Olympics, only 11 years old. 
Since 1927 she has won all competi­
tions In which she started and a.efen­
d ed successfully 9 times the world 
champlonshlp she won that year. This 
record or 10 consecutive champion­
ships v.1ll probably never be equr.lled. 
Her three Olympic victories 1928, 32 
nnd 36 and 6 European champion­
ships 1931---36 further con!lrm t.e! po­
sition a s the cgreatest ot them all•. 
Sonja Henle bas completely revolutio­
nized ladles' fancy skating. Her style 
h as now won universal acclaim and 
h R..<; set the pattern !or all present-day 
fancy-skating stars . M1ss Henle tur­
ned professional 1n 1936, and has 
since h ad e. successful career as Q mo­
vie sta r and owner (as well as matn 
a ttracltion) o! several Ice shows. 

IBSEN, Henrik Johan, b. 20/ 3 1828, 
d . 23/ 5 1906, poet. playwrtgbt and 
c.utbor. In 1850 he came to Chrl­
stlanla (Oslo), where be rt!ceiVPd b.Js 
matriculation degree. 1851-57 be 
worked as dramatic author and In­
structor at the theatre •Den Natlonale 
Scene• 1n Bergen, 1nterrupted by one 

year's studies In Copenhagen and 
Dresden (1852). Then !or five years 
he was the bead or the cChrlsttanla 
Norske Teater•. Here Ibsen laid the 
basis for his intimate knowledge or 
the theatre. In the spring of 1864 Ibsen 
Nent to Rome wltb a state scholarship. 
and !or 27 years he lived abroad. 

Already 1n b1s first historic drama 
•The Pretenders• - 1863, Ibsen sho­
wed b!s aptitude !or depleting llvtng 
characters. The vers1!1ed Ideological 
dram~ cBrand• and •Peer Gynt• deal 
with Ibsen's main problem - man's 
reaction to the problem of llte - and 
the prtnclple call or nothing at alb 
Is adhered to without compromise. In 
the succeedtng sertes or reall.stlc dra­
mas Ibsen handles the same problems. 
In cPlllars o! Society• he crltlzlses the 
ranters In political life, 1n cDolls' 
House• he attacks the bondage ot wo­
men, and 1n cGhosts• conjugal and 
hereditary problems are diScussed. In 
the satiric cEnemy ot the People• Ibsen 
ma1nta1ns the rights of the 1ndlv1dual 
against the ccornpact majoritY•· Pro­
found studies of character are found 
In hls last pessimistic. s ymbollc dra­
mas •The Wild Duck•, cRosmersholm•, 
•Hedda Gabler> and o:The :lr 
BuHder>. , 

Ibsen's pltlys are technically er­
fect. No Nordic author bas been the 
cause of so much discussion as Ibsen, 
n either bas any other Nordic &uthor 
had such a profound tnnuence on the 
spiritual ure all over tbe world. As 
a dramatist he Is no doubt the grea­
test master 1n the 19. century. 

LEIV EIRIKSSON, cLe1! the t..ucky:o, 
b . about 970 on Iceland, the allegec;l 
firs t discoverer of Vlnland (America). 
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Together wttb bl5 !ather. E1rlk Rnudc. 
he went to Greenland. and !rom there 
In 999 be sailed to Norway. where he 
became a member of the Roynl Guard 
ot Olav TryggvMon and adopted 
Christianity. In the spring ot 1000 he 
set out !or Greenland again, was 
driven out of course and came toaland 
where there were •self-sowed fields 
und where vines grew•. The country 
was named Vlnland by him. and Is 
supposed to have been part or tho 
east coast o! North America. From 
her~ 1u the autumn returned to 
Gre d. It 1s doubtful whether 
scrlo irattempts at colonization were 
c \·cr made by Lelf or his followers. 

LIE, Marius Sophus, b. 1842. d. 1S99. 
mathematician. Was educated at the 
University ot Christiania (Oslo). In 
1869 hro published hts theory on Ima­
gin ary numbers, and the same year 
went abroad with a state scholar­
ship. 1871 be was appointed assistant 
professor 1\t r.hr.c.. University, and 
submitted tJ!s fnmous treatise for his 
doctor's degree: cttber Complex e. ins­
besondere Llnlen- und Kugel-Com­
plexe. mit Anwendung auf dle Theo­
rie partleller Dl!!erentlal-Glelchun­
gen,., In which be advanced the t!.eory 
ot tangential transformations. 1872-
1886 he was made extr11ord!nary pro­
fessor, and during these years he car­
ried out research on continuous trans­
formation groups, and dlscover~d the 
transformation. named after him. 
wherein the sphere corresponds to the 
straight Une. In 1886 Lie was appoin­
ted professor of mathematics at Leip­
zig, where his cTheorle der Transror­
matlonsgruppen,. (1888-93). 11 work 
of wide range and great originality, 
was published. In 1898 he returned t o 
Christiania to accept a special post 
cr~. !or him, but bls health was 
al broken. and he died n year 
~t - . . ~ 

LIE, Try~e. b. 1617 1896. general 
secretnry of U.N. Graduated as a 
student In 1914, and 5 years later he 
completed his studies of law. 1919 he 
was appointed secretary of the Norw. 
LaQ()ur Party, ot which he has b een 
a member since 1912. 1922-35 he was 
legal adviser of the Norwegian Trade 
Union Federation, and !rom 1935--Jg 

Trygve Lie Mathisen 

minister of Justice. In the autumn 
of 1939 he became the head of the 
new-established Ministry o! Supplies. 
Together with King and Government 
he left Norway on the 7th of June 
1940. and worked In London as MI­
n ister or Foreign A!!alrs. During nls 
stay In Englllnd he dld n great deal 
or work !or Norway - ln close coope­
ration with the other Allied govern­
ments. A!tcr the Uberatlon or 
Norway he worked tor a short time 
as Minister or Foreign Affairs tn Of'r­
hardsen's labour government untll 
on February 1st 1946 he was appoin­
ted general secretary of the United 
Nations. 

MATHISEN, OSCAR, b. 4/ 10 1888. the 
greatest speed skater of the world. 
Made 11 sensational debut In the skat­
Ing c Ute of the world at the age o! 17, 
won his first Norwegian championship 
at 18 and was world ch11mplon the 
following year. In his cnreer he won 
6 Norwegian, 3 European and 5 world 
championships In the years 1907-15, 
and set 14 world's records. His be3t 
records. tor the 500, 1000, 1500 and 
10.000 m survived all attackS from the 
best skaters of the world tor 14. 21, 23 
and 15 years respectively. 

Oscar Mathisen became a profes ­
siona l 1916 and toured the USA with 
moderat e success, probably mainly 
due to unfam1Uarlty with 6mall Ame­
rican Indoor rinks. In a match !or 
the professional world champ1onantp 
ln Oslo 1920. he beat the U.S. cham· 
pion Bobby McLean dec1&1vely. Matbl­
sen was also an excellent cycllst and 
Norwegian champion in high dlvtn~. 
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Edo;. Munch P. A. Munch 

l\H.J1•.;cn, Ed\·ard, b . 12/ 12 1863, d. 
.24/ 1 l~H4 , palntet>. Studied under 
Kro::;h. who Introduced him to the 
naturalistic school o! painting. The 
genius o! Munch, however, reacted 
nr.ntnst his teaching. He was more in­
c lined to express feelings Inspired by a 
troubled mind than Impressions en­
gender~d by reality. The most famous 
work o! thls early period Is •Spring• 
H8!l9). one of the gems ot the Natio­
n:.! Gallery In Oslo. From the beglll­
nlng o! the 20th century Munch's o\rt 
ussumed a more r ealistic character. 
In 1915 Munch completed the fresco 
decorations ot the University Fcstlvo.1 
hall In Oslo, which mark his de!lnlte 
official recognition In Norwo.y. 

In the National Gallery o! Oslo 
th~:re arc 30 of his p ictures, and· after 
his death t he community or Oslo, -
according to the last will o! the pal:'l­
t<>r - received the gift ot 1006 piC· 
tures and 188 etchings as well as Utho· 
grnphles, wood-eng ravings, drawln:;s 
Ct Ud sculpture works. at nn estimated 
\'alue of more than 5,5 mill. kr. 

1\ltiNCH, Peter Andreas , b . 1810. d. 
lf!G3. was the domineering personality 
In Norwegian cultural and sck n tl!lc 
h fe tn t he beginning of the 19. cen­
tttry. Endowed with excellent me· 
mory a nd exceptional gifts !or criti­
cal :;tudlr:s. he Is particularly known 
for his essays In history, nrchacology 
Dnd n ordic l:mguar,cs. His main work. 
rlllstory of the Norwegian p!!Ople, 
from the earliest a ges until 1397• Is a 
profound. nll-em bracing s tud}· M Nor­
wny·s ancient history. To colkct ln­
!ormutlon on the travels or Norwegla.n 
vlkJngs, h e studied extensively abroad, 

Nun sen Nor<lr&tiF · 

partlculnrly In the archives or the Va­
tican. where he was given the singular 
privilege oc complete access to an rues. 

Munch was a professor or hl.lltory 
at Oslo University !rom 1841, and also 
from 1861 direc tor or Northern anti­
quities. He died suddenly In Rome 
nnd was mourned by the whole coun­
t r y. 

NANSEN, Fcldtjor, b. 10/10 1861, d. 
13/ 5 1930, polar explorer, scientist and· 
humanitarian. From hls earUest chUd­
hood N1msen systemathlcally \rained 
hlmsell to endure hardships In out­
doo r Ute under o.ll conditions, and 
distinguished himself as an eJtcellent 
skier. Through studies or zool06Y h1B 
Interest was drawn towards t he arctlc 
regions and after a trip with a l'eallng 
vessel In 1882, he pu~ forward n plan 
or crossing Greenland on skis. In spite 
ot all distrust and financial dtfUcul­
tles the plan was carried out 1n 1888, 
the actual crossing successfully com­
pleted In 42 do.ys. 

Nan sen 's second f a mous arctic 
voyage took place In 1893-96, based 
on hls studies or oceanography. His 
plan was to let the strong poln •• 
r ent carry his vessel •Pram• !r · e 
collSt o r Siberia. across the Nort ole 
towards Greenland. The •Fram• was 
specially built to withstand the 
strains ot the Ice pressure. The cur­
rent dld not carry the shlp as far 
north as estimated. and Nansen there­
fore In 1895 with one companion made 
an attempt to reach the pole wtth dog 
teams, skls and kajaks. Open wrters 
stoppe d their progress at 86° 15' N, 
then the northermost point reached 
by man. 
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Nnnsen took: part in the ne­
~;otlatlons with Sweden over the so­
vereh; nty of Norway In 1905. nnd was 
subs.:quently appointed the !lrst Nor­
WI'~Iun nmbassudor to Great Brltnln. 
In l11te r years Nnnsen ·s n a me Is 
malnl>• associated with humanltnrlan 
work In Euro pe, pnrtlcuh1rly ! o r r:rtso­
ners o! war n nd other war vlcttms af­
t<'r the !lrst World War. 1923 he re­
ceived the Nobel Peace Price. nr.d ln­
tcrnatlonnl Ins titutions still bear his na;o (Nansen-offlce, Nanscn-pu~-
po . 

'. ' --
NORDRr\.1\K, Rikard, b. 1842. d. 18G6. 

Studied plano and comr>osltlon ln Co­
penhagen nnd Berlin. H e wns the tlrst 
Norweg-Ian composer who ndv(Jcatcd 
a stui.Ulcb nntlonal1sm In music, und 
he therefore strongly opposed the 
German nod •Nordic• mus ic. His point 
o f view 1n this matter was o ! dC'clslve 
Importance to bls friend and contem­
porary Grleg. - Nordrnak died at nn 
enr,lY age. and so did n ot llnve time to 
carry out h is Ideas. but his composi­
tions nre, both rhythmically and me­
lodically, o! a stronger nntlonul t one 
than those or earlier Norwcr;lun com­
posers. The main and bes t p :ut or 
Nordraak's compositions are written 
to the words oc hls cous in BJorn­
stjerne Bjornson, e. g. the melody of 
•Ja, vi elsker dette landet•, the Nor­
wegian natio nal a nthem, - Incidental 
music for •Marin Stuart• and cS1:;urd 
Slcmbe• (two of BJornson 's plays ). 
·Well kllown are also bls cho ir compo­
s ition cOiav Trygvason• a nd n series 
of romances. 

RUUD, Blrger Johannes, b . 23/ 81!H1, 
the gl'l'atcst s ki-Jumper the world has 
ever seen. One o! 5 brothers, 3 or 
wlr~ have been world champion 
~'Jos- H is most notable triumphs are 
two sold m edals (1932 & 36) and oue 
silver medal (1948) in the Olympics. 
The fact that he was able to Unlsh 
second among nll the foremost jum­
pers o r the world at the age or 36, Is 
perhaps tbe best proof or his excep­
tional ablllty. In addition t o hls 
Olympic victories, be was wo rld cilam­
ploo 1931-3.>--37. won the Norweslan· 
champiOD$hlp 1939 and the famous 
Holmenkollen meet 1934. In hundreds 
or starts in Norway and abroad he won 

Ruud S vendsen 

nlmost ns many firs t prl;o:c!l, lncludln~ 
the U.S. cha mpionship l!l38. ln 1936 
hr won the Olympic downhlll compe­
tition, plarln~ 4th In the combllwd 
downhill / s la lom. Ruud holds the 
hl.:hest No rwf'glan sklln~ nwnrd : the 
H olmenkoll m<:da l. He was lmprlson .. d 
In the Grlnl concC'ntrntlon camp ncur 
O slo 19-\3--H ! or putrlotlc activities. 

SVF.NOSEN, J o han Se\'t'rln, b . 1840. 
d . l !Hl. composer. Rccclvt'd h is musl­
c-nl tralnln~ (rom his fnth C'r . n bund­
mo.ste r , and at tlrst adopted thdt pro­
rt·:;swn htmst:IL Then . playln~,; several 
lns trumC'nts. he Jo ined the orch estra 
at t h e Chrlsttnnla Thentrc. b f'l!a n ex­
tens ! ve tra \'els In Sweden nnd Germany 
In 1861, und In 1863 he flnls h l.'d his 
studies at the L e ipzig Conser vatory. 
Svend sen wanted t o become a vlolln­
vlrtuoso , but owing to a ncrvo11s ali­
ment In his left hand, he turned more 
nnd m ore towards composition . Whllo 
at the Conservatory he wrote string 
quart et, string oc tet a nd Symphony 
In D-majo r . Sv<>ndsC'n was 
rccoJ,.:nlzed ns one o ! the m ost 
uccompllshcd conductors of bls time, 
nnd after visits to Munich, R ome. 
London and P a ris he became court 
conductor In C o penhaf:cn . H e m ainly 
composed great orc hes tral wo rlts , nnd 
Is t h e first c reator of Norw<>J..: Itlll s ym­
p h onies. His compositions nrc excep­
tionally we ll !o rml·d and brllllnn tly 
ltlstrumented ( t he lc~end • Zora­
h ayda• and t he ovt. to Shakespeare'!\ 
•Ro meo and Julie t• ). Other w o r l'.s or 
hls nre tbe sympho ny In B-mnJor. the 
world-famous VIo lin Concerto, 4 Nor­
wegian Rhapsodies etc. 
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Sverdrup Srevcrud 

SVERDRUP, Otto Neumann Knoph, 
b. 1854. d. 1930, polnr explorer. 1::!. 
went to sell. at a young nge, and 
18B8-B9 he took part ln Nansen·s 
expedition to Greenland. On Nan­
sen's expedition with cFram• 1893-liG 
he was captain or the ship. and a!ter 
Nansen In March 1895 had left the 
ship, he was also leader or the expe­
dition. During Its further drift, 
•Fram• In Nov. 1895. reached 85'"56'N' 
the northermost point reached hy 
ship. In 18~18 Sverdrup set out on 
another expedition with cFram•, -
this time as the lender of hls own 
expedition. His plan was to sail around 
Greenland. but this wns abrmdoned. 
and instead he went westwards 
through Jonessound. Here new lan\!8 
were discovered and mapped. - ':.he 
total area or these discoveries belnl! 
n.s large as the southern part or Nor':: 
way. Other sclentltlc rPsults of the 
expedition were also very valuable. 
In 1910 he led a whaling expedition 
to the \Vest-Greenlundlc waters an'i 
founded a whaling company, catching 
whales ncnr Alaska 1911-14. In 1914 
'lnd 1920 he led relle! expeditions !or 
Russlun expeditions in distress. 

S.'EYERUD, Harald Si~urd .Johan, b. 
17/4 1tl97, composer. Studied 1n Ber~ 
gen and Berlln, conducting under 
Clemens Krauss. He returned to Ber­
g.-n as conductor and received a state 
scholarship tor composition 1n 1933. 
Sreverud has received strong- Impulses 
from Rikard Nordrank and Norwegian 
folk-music. and alms to develop mo­
dern orchestra compositions based on 
folk-music. He has also succeded In 
cre&otlng a aeries of original works, 

Sprensen 

which especially show an exceptional­
ly rich lmllglnatlon o.nd great power 
or Instrumentation. 

His compositions include 7 sympho­
nies; 50 cvnrlatlons• for chamber or­
chestra; cKJrempevlsesll\tten~ (also 
for orch.} and hls music to Ibsen 's 
•Peer Gyntt, 

SORENSEN, Henrlk ln~var, b. 12/ 2 
1882, painter. Studied with Znhrt ­
mann. Colarossl and Matisse. Made 
his debut In Oslo In 1903, and Is nvw 
a central figure ln Norwegian arti­
stic lite. His pictures have exercised 
a. great Influence on his own gene­
ration as well ns on the younger 
painters. His own p icturesque pro­
duction comprise romantic sym­
bolic works like cTrold• ( 1909) 
and cGuldtuglen• (1910), religious 
compositions and a series or excellent 
landscape pictures and portraits. So­
rensen Is also an outstanding tlgure 
1n the Norwegian monumental art o! 
painting. He Is represented ln all 
greater Nordic o!!lclal and private 
collections and in the National Gal-: 
lery ln Oslo. 

UNDSET, Sigrid, b.20/5 1882, author. 
Her first novel: •Fru Martha Oulle• 
(1907) was 1n the next decade 
followed by o. series of novels and 
short stories, chleny deallng With the 
problems or women tn modem ure. 
In 1909 she lett her .lob and travelle<l 
to Rome with at State scholarship; 
The result of thls journey was •Jenny.,! 
(1911), a novel which founded he~ 
reputation as the most outstancUntr; 
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Norwegian 1\Uthor nfter the turn or 
the century. Her grcnt books from , 
the Middle Ages <Kristin Lnvransdnt­
tcr• (I-III, 1920-23) and cOlav 
Audunsson• (I-IV. 1925-27) , show 
her exceptional power ot recreutln~ 
h istorical events and her profound 
psychologlcnl Insight. These books 
brou~ht her world fnme and In 1928 
the Nobel price for literature. She hl\8 
since then reverted to contemporncy : 
problems. but the trend and spirit of • 
her lHerary art remains the same. ) 

!.1"\. Undset's narrative art Is f_ 
reaM.lc and rich In fantasy, often 

tinged wlth moral pathos. In the de­
sc ription of characters she Is at her 
best In the realm of rcm1n1ne psy­
chology. 

During the 2. World War Mrs. Und­
set escaped to the United States, and 
contributed to Norway's fight for free­
dom through numerous lectures and 
newspaper articles. For her cout­
standlng literary achievements and 
services to the country• she was 1947 
awnrded Grand Cross of tbe order or 
St. Olav. 

VIGELAND, Adolf Gustav, b. Ie69, d. 
1943. sculptor. In his early youth 
Vigeland studied wood engraving. and 
In 1889 he produced his tlrst work as 
a sculptor, - a rellet depleting ln-::1· 
dents from the Iliad. Already his 
! lrst greater work •Cursed• (1892) 
shows his personality In rorm as well 
R.B 1n execution. Influenced by Ed\'. 
Munch's artistic progra m he created 
a series of expressive works. At the 
tum of the century V. was att£1ched 
to the rest oration of the Nidaros 
(Trondhelm) Cathedral. Already in 
1900 he had offered a !ount nin to the 
community of Oslo. The pl~m grew 
Into an enormu.q construction, which 
no~ covers an arep, of several thou­
S;\":..j,J m~ In the Frognerpark In Oslo. 
It consists or a great number of 
single persons as well as groups with 
an 1mpresslve monolith as the centre. 
This construction, the artistic and 
architectural value of which Is strongly 
dispu ted, ls not yet completed. The 
construction depicts the history or 
mankiDd. from barbarism to civlll­
satton. During hls work wit h thls 
plan V. widened his style 1n the tll­
rectton of a heavier, more monumen­
tal form, - but even l! the value of 

Vlgeland Wergeland 

this form orten ho.s been. and cer­
tainly also will be the cause or rnuc'1 
discussion. nothing can ever s h ake 
his position as the greatest and most 
creat ive power in Norwegian sculp­
tural art. 

WERGELAND, llcnrlk Arnold, b. 
17/6 UlOB, d. 12/ 7 18-15, poet. Graduated 
usn studrnt ln 1825. theological dcg;ree 
1828. His very first book cDigtc. 
Fcrste Ring• ( 1829) shows his 
originality and rlch Imagination. 
In the cStella.:o poems he Is Inspired 
by his numerous unhappy love­
affairs. The muln work ot his produc­
tion. •Skabelsen, Mennesket o~ Mea­
sins• was publlsbed In 1830. In this 
poem Werr:eland desc ribes how the 
ure or munktnd Is, through various 
stages ot transi tion, led always Dt'arer 
perrcctlon. A!ter travels to England 
and Paris in 1831, he wrote a series or 
burning poems of freedom, and with 
the greatest enthusiasm he strove to 
awaken and educate the Norwegian 
people. From 1840 he was mncJe d l· 
rector of national antiquities. and the 
snme yeur his <Jan van Huysums 
Blomsterstykke• was published. In 
1842 h e wrote his famous •JQden og 
JJJdlnnen•, ln which he fights tor the 
ndmlttance of Jews to the country. 
On his deathbed he displayed great 
actlvlty, - the most outs tanding ot 
his last works being t he poem •Den 
Engelske Lods• ( 1844) and the sclC­
blo~ruphlcal sketches cHasselnCdden. 

Wergeland Is Norway· greatest lyric 
poet , and his work has In various ways 
had a profound Influence on the na­
tional development up to the prtsent 
time. 



«J A, VI EL S K E R» 

The Norwegian National Anthem 

Words: Bjornstjerne Bjprnson 

Ja, vl elsker dette Jandet 
sam det stiger trem 
furct, vrerbttt over va.nnet, 
mcd de tusen hjem. 
E!sker, t!b;ker det og tenker 
pU. var far og mor 
:/: og den sugana.tt som senter 
drpmme p~ var Jord. :;: 

Norske mann I bus og bytte 
takk dln store Gud. 
Landet ville han beskytte 
sk)ont det morkt sa ut. 
Alt hvu. fedrco~ bo.r kjempet, 
modrene har{(rrett, 
:; : H<~r var llerre stllle Jempet 
sa vi vant vAr rett. :;: . 

Ja, vl elsker dette landet 
som dct sttger !rem 
turet, V!Erbltt over vannet, 
med de tusen hjem. 
Og som fedres kamp har bevet 
det av npd tll selr, 
:/: ogsA vi nar det bllr krevet 
lor dets !red slAr lelr. :/: 

Translation by 
G. M. Gawtborne-Hardy 

Yes, we love with fond devotion 
This, the land that looms 
Rugged, stormMscarred, o'er thetea: 
With her thousand homes. , 
Love her, 1n our love recall1Il / 
Those who gave.us btrtb, 
:;: And old tales which night, 

In !allln 
Brings as dreams to earth :; : 

Norseman, whatsoe'er thy station. 
Thank thy God, whose power 
Wllled and wrought the land's · 

sal vatic 
In her darkest hour. 
All our mothera sought With wcepl.i: 
And our sires In flght, 
:f: Ood has !ashlone<t, ln'hls kecpln 
TUI we gained our right.· :f:, 

Yes, we love with tond devotion 
This our land that looms 
Rugged, storm-scarred, o'er the oeea: 
With her thousand homes. 
And, as warrior sires have made h 
Wealth and !arne Increase, 
:/: At the call we too will aid h< 
Armed to guard her ,peace •. :;: 

MUSIC by Rikard Nordraak 

Prlnte(l by Chr. Schlbsted and Johansen & Nielsen, 
Oslo, Norway 1948. 




