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INTRODUCTION 

GERMANY, like the forbidden land of Tibet, has become the 
goal of explorers; and it has been the subject ofmarvelling and 
also of indignant reports. Many of these flatly contradict one 
another, and this makes the search for truth no easier. The 
obscurity that lies over Germany is spreading beyond her 
frontiers and darkening the world. The German riddle is not 
only growing sinister, it is threatening men's lives. 

Inadequate knowledge of what has actually been happening 
in Germany could not but result in mistakes in policy. But the 
foreigner has not been alone in his ignorance: even the German 
living in the Third Reich has had but the vaguest notion of 
what has been happening to him. Need it be added that the 
writer himself misunderstood the nature of a movement which 
passed for national, when he joined it-out of conviction and 
not out of opportunism? 

It demands patience and rather a long-drawn--out process at 
the outset to separate the husk from the true kernel of events. 
A bare narration is not sufficient for an understanding of them. 
A psychological estimate of the men at the head of the new 
Germany, strange and in their way remarkable men, would be a 
tempting occupation, but would lead us away from the actual 
source of what has been an inevitable process. It would be 
simplifying much too much if we were to identifY that source 
with the world economic depression, or with the loss of the 
world war, or with the unchanging character ·of Prussian 
imperialism. These things played their part, but the roots of 
the developments in Germany lie deeper. They lie in moral 
and intellectual processes, some of them of long duration. 
These must not be overlooked. 
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viii INTRODUCTION 

Perhaps too much attention has been given by students and 
observers to published doctrine and outward events in Ger
many-the trappings of a political movement. The functions 
of the "elite" and the "masses" in the new methods of political 
control have received less attention than the persecution of the 
Jews, the anti~Christian activities, and the racial doctrine. 
The synthesizing element in the political aims of the regime has 
not been revealed. The main purpose of this book is- that 
revelation-the revelation of the process underlying the 
ostensibly national movement, a destructive process of re- • 
volution of a new and extreme type. 

This book was planned originally for the German reader, 
who involuntarily and, as a rule, in perfect good faith has 
suffered a tragic entanglement in that process. Much of 
the book was of little interest to the non~German, and the 
book has accordingly been abridged. That its prognosis was 
well~founded is showri by the fact that, though it was written 
mainly in the winter of 1937-38, and published shortly after the 
annexation of the Sudeten territory, it has not been con
tradicted by subsequent events in a single point. The pogroms 
of the winter of 1938 took place as forecast; the developments 
in foreign policy up to the occupation of Prague are along the 
lines anticipated in these pages. (The only substantial addition 
in this English version is on pages 292 to go6.) _ 

This applies above all to the interpretation of Hitler's actual 
political-aims and to the emphasis laid on his inability to 
produce any cons~ctive peace policy. Many non-Germans 
have insisted that the characterization of his policy as re
volutionary imperialism is an exaggeration: that characteriza-

. tion has beeri justified before all the world in the past year. It 
is to be feared that the analysis in this book will be justified in 
other points by coming developments. 

May I express in conclusion the hope that the sacrifices 
imposed on the British people will not interfere with the just 
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and considered judgment that up to now has enabled them to 
distinguish between the transitory and the permanent? What 
is now going on in Germany is a transient disfigurement of the 
true and permanent character of the nation. I hope, too, that 
the recognition of the nature of National Socialism which this 
book aims at promoting may also contribute to the extension of 
sympathy. to a future renascent Germany, which will have 
need of such sympathy in order to recover its place in a peaceful 
Europe. 

HERMANN R.AUSCHNING 

Paris, May 1939· 


