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INTRODUCTION TO THE POPULAR EDITION 

Stl!CB the publication of this volume war has broken out under circum
stances which go far to justify the view so often expressed by British 
South Africans-that the policy and aspirations of the Transvaal were 
aggressive and not defensive, and which even semn to warrant the 
belief that the Imperial Government were deliberately manreuvred into 
a position which the governing clique at Pretoria, and their accomplice, 
President Steyn, were able to represent to the burghers of both 
republics as threatening their independence. It was essential to the 
Transvaal that the defensive alliance with the Orange Free State should 
become an offensive one as well, a change which Mr. Steyn ha.d un
ceasingly urged, but which the people of the Free State had steadily 
resisted. It Mil be remembered that at a critical stage in the negotia
tions President Steyn publicly charged Mr. Conyngham Greene with 
bad faith in having drawn from the Transvaal Government a proposal 
which the Imperial Government had no intention of accepting. The 
memoranda and letters which passed between Mr. Conyngham Greene 
an.d Mr. Smuts (the Transvaal State Attorney) totally disprove the 
Q~:cusation. Mr. Steyn had, or could have had, access to these records, 
Nevertheless the charge was made, and the visible result was that the 
Orange Free State unreservedly threw in its lot with the Transvae.l. 
Before any demands, requests or suggestions-such as might have been 
based upon treaty rights or fiduciary responsibilities-had been made 
by the Imperial Government, the amazing ultimatum was delivered by 
the Transvaal to Great Britain; war was declared within forty-eight 

, hours; Natal, Cape Colony and Bechuanaland were invaded; and a 
condition of preparedness and extent of equipment were reveo.led which 
plainly indicated a long, secret, and ·determined preparation for a 
struggle with the paramount power. The Boers themselves, whilst 
protesting that 1heir aim was defence only, do not deny that their 
preparations were directed against England; but even apart from this, 
after the revelations of the past four months, the suggestion that they 
had merely prepared. against a repetition of the Jameson Raid is not 
worth discussing. 

The publication of this volume bas elicited. many comments and 
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suggestions which show that the necessity for compression, and the 
Msumption that matters which are of common knowledge in South 
Africa would also be known elsewhere, are responsible for the omission 
of much evidence which was available, and perhaps ought to have been 
produced. No one knows this better or feels it more keenly than the 
writer, but it is impossible, without exceeding reasonable limits, to deal 
with everything, and the present addition to the volume is therefore 
confined to a brief elucidation of one very important and much-debated 
question-Why did the Transvaol arm against England 7 

For a special reason that question had better be considered under two 
sub-heads in the following order: · 

1. When did the Transvaal determine upon the policy of arming? 
2. What were the aspirations of the Transvaal ? 
Tho special reason for this subdivision is that friends and agents of 

the Transvaol Government. aspiring to instruct public opinion prefer to 
avoid detailed examination of the facts and the dates, their object being 
that the one answer to everything ruay be 'The Jameson Raid.' Had 
there been no raid, the question of when arming was determined upon 
would have been of no importance; obviously, therefore, if it can be 
shown that tho arming was not caused by the Raid, that incident has 
no longer any bearing upon the main question. All that needs to be 
shown is that, prior to and apart from the Raid, the Transvaal Govern
ment ha4 the intention to arm upon a scale not warranted by their 
necessities. · The whole question might be disposed of by quoting one 
paragraph from the m.anifesto issued by the Chairman of the N ationSJ 
Union as the justification of the Reform movement (see Appendix I). 
It was published on December 27, 1895, and Dr. Jameson started two 
days later. The paragraph is as follows: 

TnE PoLtOY 011 FoRCE. 

'W c no~ have openly the policy of force revealed to us £250,000 is to be 
spent upon the completing of a fort! at Pretoria, £100,000 is to be spent upon 
a fort to terrorize the inhabitants of. Johannesburg, large orders are sent to 
Krupp's for big gtms, ~!axims havo been ordered, and we are even told that 
German officers are corning out to ~rill the burgh~rs. Are these things 
necessary, or aro they calcnhted to mrtate tho feehng to brenking·point I 
What necessity is there for forts in peaceful inland towns 1 Why should the 
Government ondcavour to keep us in subjection tO unjust laws by the power 
of tho sword instead of making thom<elves live in the heart of the people by 
a broad policy of justice!' 

When the apologists for the Transvaal were confronted with this 
evidence they changed their ground ; they adopted the very effective 
tactics of their proteges, and retreated to another defensive position. 
Now they no longer claim that arming commenced after the Raid, but 

1 This is not the barrack rcfcncd to on p. 98 in this volume as the 
Pretoria Fort, but n new ono which was not completod or occupied at the 
time ofthe RAid. 
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thai it commenced some months earlier, when it 6rst becnme known 
that a.rms were being smuggled into Johannesburg and troops eollcctcd 
on the border in preparation for tho Raid. Apart from the obvious 
answer that, had the fact of the smuggling in of arms been known, it 
would have been •~posed and punished at once, this defence is a more 
da.ring, not to say dangerous, one than Mr. Kruger or his eollcagues 
have ever ventured on. Their grievance is thot they were unexpectedly 
attacked, a.nd their defence that they began to o.rm afterwards. They 
do not admit that they connived at or nursed the Raid, having prepared 
for it beforehand. 

But there is the evidence of acknowledged facts., The first importa· 
lion ol arms by the Reform Committee took place in December, 1895 ; 
Dr. Jameson's first order in connection with the mobilization of his men 
was given in Bulawayo on October 20,1895. It needs no expert to say 
whether all the work in connection with tho erection of a fort-which 
now proves to be but one itena in a large scheme-tho employment of 
trusty experts, tho survey and choic~ of site, the preparation and 

· approvlll of plans, and the actual c_onstruction, could be accomplished 
in the space o! ten weeks, or in five times ten weeks. The statements 
in the manifesto about the ordering of cannon, and the employment of 
German military instructors, are. conclusive proof of this, at least, that 
the Uitlanders had heard of and believed these things before the Raid 
took place. Subsequent events have shown that their apprehensions 
were more than justifie<l,, and the suggestion that this was merely a 
coincidence will scarcely be accepted. It is clearly almost impossible 
to produce direct evidence as to when orders for armaments were 
placed, such evidence being in the hands of the Transvaal Government 
and their agents alone ; and it is quite impossible to marshal in con· 

. vincing form the scraps of evidence and the daily little experience• 
the impact of which formed that clear and positive conviction in the 
minds of the Uitlanders, ·expressed in the manilesto. The fact 
remains that there did exist the belief that for sonae sinister purpose 
the Transvaal Government had determined upon a very extensh·e 
scheme of arming. The description of the Traru;vaal arnaame.nts given 
in this volume (sea p. 98) hasrcpeatedly been quoted as proving 
that the intention to arm did not antedate the Raid. It proves nothing 
of the kind. If taken side by side with the manifesto, it merely shows 
that the Reformers believed that they knew what a.rms, etc., bad already 
been received in Pretoria, and knew also that more were coming, and 
they were determined to move before the Transvaal Government conid 
complete their plans. A mass of indirect evidence could be compiled 
from the Uitlander press, showing the puzzled speculations and haJf. 
formed suspicions and apprehensions of the communHy, founded upon 
the extraordinary secret expenditure of the Government, the vague 
hints and threats running through Volksraad proceedings, and the 
well-remembered public utterances of such prominenl men as tho 
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President, General Joubert, Railway Commissioner Smit, and Exccu· 
tive Member Kock; but more interesting than these will be f?und the 
returns of expenditure for the years before and after the Ra1d, The 
subjoined figures taken from the Staats Courant (Government 
Gazette) show th~ amounts expended under the heads of' Military,' 
• Public Works' • SpecisJ Expenditure,' and' Sundry Services.' As it 
is known that' the entry • Military' does not cover those military pre. 
parations which were desigued to be kept secret, and as no information 
he.s been vouchsafed as to the meaning of the other entries, every 
reader must form his own judgment upon the subject: 

FfiLL YEAR. 

18~3. IS,!. !SUS. !806, 1897. 1898. 
£. £. 1!. £ £ £ 

Military .• 19,940 28,15S 87,308 4!'l!o,618 3%,384 357,225 
Public worb 200,106 260,{1(}2 858,724: 701~022 ' 1,012,866 535,502 

·Special paymet1ta··· 148,981 830,181 205,335 6S2,008 2ciS,OS4 2ll,\110 
Sundry scrdcua ... 132,182 163,547 95,218 128,724: 135,345 HS,Si'S 

Total3 ... 5001559 182,848 ' 741,645 2,1)071372 1, 793,2j9 l,U3,510 

As instancing the need for explanation, it may be mentioned that the 
suicide of a prominent official was the cause of bringing to light the 
facts that one sum of £500,000 (five hundred thousand pounds) was 
secretly transferred to an agent in Europe for purposes unknown in 
1894, and that this was by no means the only or even first payment, 

Incompe.rably the greatest increase in expenditure took place in 
1896, after the Raid. Some of this was known to have been contracted 
for months before the Raid, but how much it is impossible to say. The 
belief that the determination to arm dates back to some period prior 
even to 1895, and was not hastily arrived at during that year, is sup. 
ported by the Estimates for the financial year J anue.ry to December, 
1895, which were passed by the Volksraad, and must have been 
approved in principle by the GoYernment some considerable time 
before. The estimates and the actual expenditure are given side by·, 
side, and show tho sums set aside and ~pent in that year already for 
undisclosed purposes. 

Military ,, 
Public works 
Special payments 
Sundry services 

Totals 

1895. 
Esth:natcd 

Expenditure. 
£ 

176,248 
458,975 
169, !00 
~5,051 

888,374 

Actual 
Expenditure. 

£ 
87,308 

353,724 
205,335 
95,278 

741,646 

In tho ordinary session of 1895 the report of the Co=andant
Genoral to the Volksraad threw some light on the operations of the 
previous year. The following extract ia from the Preu, Pretoria: 
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Rr.ronr oP ToE Sn-rrNo OF TDE FrnsT RAAn, A!oNnAv, AuausT 26, 
After several Second Road resolutions had been passed, tho report of the 

Commandant-General was placed on tho order afresh. 
lle the 13,000 Martini-Henry guns imported last year (1894) by the 

Governmcn t for distribution amongst the burghers, it nr,pC'arcd from the report 
that 5,39d of these guns had been sold for cash, 3,025 tad been sold on credit, 
and 327 hnd been given gratis to poor burghers. At the end of 1894 there 
were still 653 guns a.vailnblc for diStribution, and 1,812 guns in reserve in tho 
central m(l.gazine in Pretoria.. . 

It further appeared from the same section of tho rerort tltat tho Govern· 
ment bad ordered 3,000 improved .Austrian rifles o the Guedes pattern. 
These guns had been tried, and had given satisfaction, 

From this it appears that by the end of 1894 all tho burghers had 
been supplied with new rifles. The Uitlanders even then complained 
that every burgher bad already owned one rifle, and could not possibly 
require two;. nptwithstanding this, however; it appears (mde p. 98) 
that at the end of 1895 there were again 10,000 rifles in the central 
magazine alone. 
• The point being, not when forts were built or munitions were 
delivered, but when the arming policy was determined on, it must be 
remembered that the returns of expenditure deal with sums actually 
paid out in' the year named, and it is certain that a good deal of time 
must have been occupied in the investigatione, experiments and 
negotiations between the time when the policy was detennined upon 
nnd the date of placing the orders for cannons and rifles and the con
struction of forts, and many months must have passed before the orders 
were completed. The real and only question is, When did tho Trans· 
va.al determime to arm? or, to meet the point of controversy, Was the 
policy of arming determined upon before and apart from the Raid, 
or not? 

We como now to question number two. What were the aspirations 
of the Transvaal ? 

The South African Dutch are a people slow to change, and they hav~ 
clung with characteristic pertinacity to their aspirations as to their 
habits. The aspiration o£ the race is well known-the United States 
of South Africa, dominated by the Dutch party under a South African 
flag, and with Dutch as the predominant language. There are many 
of ·the Dutch in the Cape Colony-or, at any rate, there were before 
feelings became embittered by tho present war, who do not share this 
aim at all. There are others who, whilst entertaining the aspiration, 
would bitterly resent the charge that they participated in a conspiracy 
or a plot, or entertained disloyal aims. Their defence would be that it 
is a legitimate aspiration, and that they would only countenance its 
achievement by 'constitutional means; as the Afrikander Bond in its 
of!icinl declarations describes its procedure, and by consent of Great 
Britain, with whom they would hope to preserve always the most 
friendly relations. It is quite possible that some have been genuine in 
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thi• belief, but it follows, then, that, if so, they did not see how they 
were being mnde use of by others, who were nol so particular as to the 
10ean• by which their ombition should be gratified. · . 

The pursuit of this one smbition by different men, at different 
periods, under different fonns of government, means that in some 
cases an effort was being made which to the disinterested observer 
would appear to be a perfectly legitimate one; whilst in other cases 
it is clc.r that tho circumstances of the individual or community were 
not consistent with the pursuit of this ambition. Thus it is well, 
when viewing the whole movement, to consider the matter ss bro&dly 
as possible and in the least offensive aspect. Charges of treason and 
conspiracy are unnecessary. It is sufficient to show that the aim of 
tho Transvnnl has been to aubvert the Imperial authority and expel 
the Imperial power, and that the B)mpathetic attitude of tho Bond, 
howover human it may be, has been used to draw British subjects into 
• dangerous course and has led them to coquet with an ambition 
which the British half of the population and the British Empire will 
resist at all costs. 

When Lord Carnarvon's Federation scheme was first proposed, 
President Braud of the Orange Free State, a man actuated by friend· 
ship lor England and devoted to the cause of peace, rem.rked: 'His 
great scheme is a United South Africa under the British Bag. He 
dreams of it; so do I, but under the flag of South Africa.' When 
President Burgers was endeavo)lring to carry out his Delagoa Bay 
railway scheme, he, too, repeatedly pictured a United South Africa 
under the Dutch Cag-an independent child of Holland extending her 
~lory and her commerce. Addressing a gathering of his countrymen 
in Holland, he so.id: 

In that fnr·olf country the inhnbillmts still dream of a future in which the 
rwople of Holland will recover their former greatness. He was con,'incod 
thnt withil1 ho.lf a century there would be in South Africa a popub.tion of 
eight millions, a11 speaking the Dutch language and all extending tho glory 
of Hollund-a second Holland, as energetic and libcrty·lovin" as the fi1·st, 
Lut greater in extent and b'l'CaWr in power. o 

The very same idea was cherished by the Dutch settle~• in Natal 
when in 1841 they sent an emissary to Holland to negotiate the tenns 
of an alliance. At that time the Dutch settlers expressed in writing 
the idea which has been cherished ever since. In their Volksraad, on 
January 14,1841, they adopted a proposed olliance with Her Majesty 
Queen Victoria, the chief points of which were: (1) That they should 
be independent-the Independent Hepublic ol Port Natal and Ad· 
jncent Countries ; (2) That Her Majesty's Government should treat 
with the Republic in the relation of an ally, and that the Republic 
would reciprocally declare itself in tho closest alliance with the British 
Government; (3) That in case of the Republic being attacked by sea 
b! an! other power wh~tsoev.,, Her Majesty's Governmel\t shnuld 
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be at liberty either to interpose itself in a friendly manner or repel 
the enemy by force; (·1) That in case of w·nr between the British 
Government and any other power, tho Hepublic should remain 
ne11lral; (5) That the British Government should have the right to 
place in the Hepublic an Ambassador or reprcsentntivo Agent. From 
which it will be seen that there has been no material change in. the 
ospiratious or even in the phrn.ses employed; nor is this wonderful 
wh~n ono remembers that the men who have nursed this ambition 
for so many years in the Transvaal are the immediate dosccndunts of 
the very men who attempted to realize it in Natal. 

These matters, although of considerable historical interest, are not 
of any greater importance in the present case. In considering tho 
aspirations of the Transvaal, it is essential that tho matters ante· 
cedent to tho retrocession shoul<l not be received n.s evidence, becnu•o 
the intentions 01· designs of the Trn.nsvnn.l towards England may only · 
bo judged by its obligations towards England JJ.S defined tlr.t by tho 
Pretoria. ConvontiQn ll!ld subsequently by the London Convention, 
which two documents governed the relations of tho two countries 
until the outbreak of war. In 1881, when tho Pretoria Convention 
was signed, and in 1884, when the London Convention was signed, 
the representatives of the Transvaal endeavoured to secure the revival 
of the· old Sand River. Convention, under which treaty there were 
practically no restrictions as to boundaries. 

Th<> Transvaal State had been called the South African Republic for 
a particular reason, and the significance of tho title should never bo 
lost sight of. Whatever may have been thought by others, it is 
beyond all doubt that the design of its founders and rulers has been 
gradually to extend until it should dominate South Africa and if 
possible absorb other communities in one United South African 
Republic. L1deed, the aspiration to be free to extend their territories 
and to contract treaties as they might deem fit has never been con· 
cealed, although frow time to time, to suit a special purpose, it has 
been found convenient to profess entire satisfaction with the terms of 
the London Convention. 

In order to realize to some extent why the Transvan.l should have 
been allltious to have the restrictions upon its complete liberty removed, 
it is necessary to examine the material aspirations of the Transvaal 
Government. For the purpose of illustrating this, a map has been 
prepared which is designed to show the extent of territory which tho 
Tro.nsvnal Government have either claimed as their heritage and right, 
or endeavoured to secure from natives by treaty or concession, or else 
attempted to scir.o by force, and it is essential to bear in mind that all 
this has been done since the restoration of indopondcncc, and in con
filet with the terms of tho Conventions. Information bearing upon 
this nmtter will be found in other portions of this volume (see p. 41 
e{ seq.). Tho attempt to seize Bechuanaland was only ~efcatcd by 
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tho exertions of the tireless and patriotic enthusiast, tho Rev. John 
~fackenzie, and the W ar:ren Expedition; the full history is· given in 
Mr. Mackenzie's book 'Auatral Africa.' 

GenoruJ J oubcrt"s letter to Lobeng'Ula sufficiently indicates the Boers' 
aspirations M regards Matabeleland and Mashonaland; but it WM_only 
a preliminary measure designed to pave the way for closer relatiOns. 
Whether any steps were taken during tho )"ears immediately follow. 
ing is not known to the writer. During December, 1887, however, 
by a rntber singular accident, the a.spirations of the Transvo.nJ towards 
the North became known, and the discomry led eventually to the 
formation of the Chartered Company. At that time the late Mr. A. R. 
N ellmapius was a valued friend and trusted adviser of President Kruger. 
He was uJso on friendly terms with Mr. Allred Beit, then a resident in 
Kimberley, Hearing that the latter had purchased a share in the con· 
cession granted some years before by Lobengulo.-now known a.s the 
Tati Concession-Mr. Nollmapius wrote to Mr. Beit that President. 
Kruger was then sending an emissary named Grobelaar to Lobengula 
to arrange for a protectorate over the whole of Lobengula's possessions, 
but that this fa.ct need cause no uneasiness, as he (Nellmapius) had 
obtained an assurance from President Kruger that the Tati Con,cession 
would be respected. This letter Mr. Beit showed to Mr. Rhodes, whose 
piMa and ideas about the North he had for some years shared and dis· 
cussed. Mr. Rhodes posted off the same night to Grahamstown, where 
the High Commissioner (Sir Hercules Robinson) was then opening the 
Exhibition, and put him in possession of the facts. The outcome of 
this was the immediate dispatch of the Rev. Mr. Moffat to Lobengula's 
kraal to negotiate a treaty on behalf of the Imperial Government 
which would be, in effect, 'Hands off I' to every other Government. 
Mr. Mo!Tat, as is known, arrived nt Bulawayo first and succeeded in 
his mission. Grobelaar not only failed, but by reason of indulging 
(a.ccording to the statements of Chief Khama) in certaln high-handed 
IICtions, became involved in a fight in the course of which he was killed. 
Tho ospiration and the disappointment were admitted by President 
Kruger himself in 1891, when he was persuaded to stop a trek organized 
by the Transvo.nJ Boers to seize a portion of Rhodesia known as Ban· 
jailand. At that time tho President openly stated that they had been 
cheated by Rhodes out of their heritage-the northern territories up to 
the Zambesi-their ancient hunting-grounds which they had looked 
upon as their right, and now they had been " shut up in a kraal.'' 

Following the frontiers of the '£rans1·aal, it will be observed that the 
Portuguese territory north of Delagoa Bay was not respected. Emis
saries were sent to the chief Gungunhana to obtain from biro a con· 
cession by which it was hoped to secure sovereign rights over a con. 
siderable tra.ct of country covering the Limpopo River and Valley, e.nd 
that outlet to the sea. South of Delagoa Bay attempts were made to 
secure Zanbaan"• and Urubigiza'o countries, which attempts were frus 
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trated by the annexation o! these territories by Lord Rosebery In 1895 
-an e.et which the Transvaal Government to this day affect to re~nrd 
&s one of robbery. In Tongalo.nd emissaries were for long en~nged in 
endeavouring to persuade the Queen to mnke the nece98ory concessions 
there, but here agnin the British Government intervened. In Swazi. 
lsnd, unfortunntely, the Boer method wus quite succc-.ful, and the 
country become, to all intents and purposes, a portion of the Transmn.l. 
Zululnnd was seized by raiders, and although tho most mluable por . 

. tion was n.llowed to remain in their hnnds, access to the sea was again 
barred by the British Government. 

A single glance st the map will show what the position in South 
Africa would have been had the Boers succeeded in their aspirations. 
The Cape Colony dominated, as it was hoped it would be, by a Dutch 
majority, would, in all human probability, ncrt have been found out of 
harmony with so powerful a nei~:hbour as the Sonth African Republic 
would then have been; o.nd the action of the Free State is not open to 
Joubt. Thus, the only real British possession south o! the Zambesi 
would have been the Colony of Natal. 

It will be urged by those who do not accept this view that nothing 
Is easier than to colour a map and mske statements unsupported by 
evi~ence, which impose upon the other party the obligation of proving 
a negative. It is not possible, perhaps, to prove aspirations or inten. 
lions : the best that can be done is to draw reasonable inferences from 
the known facts. Thus, the opinions of intelligent people who were in 
·possession of all the facts and witnesses of events may be regarded as 
evidence of some value. Fortunately, there is some such evidence 
available: fortunately, also, it dates sufficiently far back to be quite 
uninfluenced by Uitlander questions or any of the later troubles which 
have disturbed the Transvaal, and it shows that the view as to the 
aspirations of the Transvaal, which people outside South Africa have 
only lately, and with much reluctance, accepted, was very strongly 
held in South Africa very many years ago. The Rev: John Mackenzie, 
in his very notable book, already referred to, which was published in 
1887, dealing with Transvaal affairs between 1881 and 1884, o.nd espe· 
ci.Uy with the visit of the Transvaal delegates to England in 1863 and 
1884, when the London Convention was negotiated, entitles the most 
important chapter 'The Transvaal Struggle for Supremacy in South 
Africa.' · The opinion of an intelligent observer at that time is worth 
knowing. Dealing with the subject of the TranS\·aal rising in 1881, 
Mr. Mackenzie wrote: 

The Transvaal rising wa.s nOt dictated, as wa.s bcliend, in England by n 
love of freedom attd preference for a republic l'a.thcr than a limited monarchy . 

. It was inspir<od by men who were plannin~ a policy which should banish the 
~~nglish language and En~lish influence from South Africa. Their action Wa3 

a blow directly dc&lt e.gamst freedom, prOI,fJ'CSS1 and union of EuroJ1cang in 
South Africs. 

Th• High Commi•aionor. Sir IIerculcs Robin•on (Lord Rosmcad~o 
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who eertninly cannot Lo ehnrged with prejudice &goinst the Dutch in 
South Africa, gave his opinion, in 1882, when th~ Transvaal. Govern· 
ment, within a ycnr of the signing of the PretoM Co~ventton, were 
supporting their subjects and ngents in the attempt to setze Beehunna.
lnnd. Ho wrote (Blue Book 8486, Nos. 26 and 48): 

lam unahle to hold otlt nny hope of inducing the Transvaal Go~emment· 
to rc::Jtr.\in those of its Bubjccts who are engaged in the acts of bn,;andage 
referred to. The resources of argument and protest have already been e.t:· · 
hau•lcd by Mr. Hudson. 

* * .. * * * 
I confc!S [tun una.hlo to conceive what more clfccth•o trenty arrangements 

a.gainst exWnsion proclivities can be deviBed than those which already exist. 

* * * * 4 * 
If MontHioa nnJ Mankoronno wero nolv absorbed, Bonoquani, Mokobi, and 

Bllrcki would soon share tho same fate. Gassisibi o.nd Sechele would. come 
next. So long I1S there were native cattle to be sl;()len and na.ti.ve la~ds wo~th 
.approptii\till~~\ the nbsorbit1g proc~s would -be repeat((\. T11be alter tnbe 
would be pushed hack and buck upon other tribes, or woald perish i~ the 
process, until on uniuhabitable dcscrt1. or the sea, were reached as the ultima.te 
boundary of tho State. 

The Blue Books of this period conto.in a mass of evidence showing 
that the encroachments of the Boers on the Bechuanaland and Zulu 
sido wero nlrendy in active progross in 1882, and the subject of remon· 
strances from the High Commissioner in Cape Town, the British 
Resident in Pretoria, the Special Commissionor for Zulu affairs, and 
the Governor of Natnl. They contain even such evidence e.s copies of 
letters to native chiefs outside their territory accepting the cession of 
those territories to the South African Republic. (Observe the use of 
this title, notwithstanding that its uso had been forbidden by the 
British Government, and the country was known in the Pretoria Con. 
vention as the Trnnsvanl State.) As early as November 30, 1882, the 
British Resident pointed out that these Acts of the Transvaal Govern· 
mont 'contravened the very first article of the Convention,' and pro· , 
posed to violate also Article 2, Section C. In January, 1883, Lord Derby 
instrnctcd Sir Hercules Robinson to ' call upon the Government of the 
Transvaal to carry out the 19th section of the Convention and to 
restrain its subjects from continuing the acts of trespass ' in Zululn.nd, 

'l'he ceaseless unwenrying pursuit of the Boer aspiration, however, 
cannot be properly appreciated without study of the Blue Books and 
newspapers of the period, and such books as Mr. Mackenzie's 'Austral 
Africa.' The time of the High Commissioner nnd the British Resident 
seems to have been fairly well occupied in endeavouring to bead off 
the encroaching Transvaal Government, and the evidence of the per
sistency of the Boers arouses feelings' of exasperation, wonder, and 
even amusement. '\Vben informed that they may not ~accept cession' 
of territories, thsy commence again on the plea that they are interested 
beeau•e 'old friends lind burghers of the State' ~yoni the limits of 
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the Republic have been left 'without protection and thus exposed to 
death nnd destruction.' '\Vhen headed oO' here, they state that 'in 
con~equence of fresh reports of violations ·f our borders , , ,, we have 
determined to send a commission to investigate this and other matters 
on our borders.' That Sir Hercules Robinson realized their intention 
becomes evident from the reply that 'if they desire to extend their 
investigations beyond their frontier, it will not be competent for them 
to undertnke such inquiry alone.' . 

'Treaties of pence' and •!otters of friendship' o.lso play the;, part, 
and the complaint made by Sir Alfred Milner; that the persistent 
attempts to strain or break the Convention keep up a condition of 
friction between the two Governments which gives absolutely no 
chance to the policy of conciliation, would have been as reasonable 
in 1882 as it was in 1899. Howe,·er peace{ully inclined Sir Hercules 
Robinson might have been, it is difficult to see how he could have 
ignored attempts so flagrant as those made and such reminders so 
pointed as the one from 1\:lontsioa in December 1882, in which the 
native chief said: 'I want to know if the English GoYernment allows 
these freebooters to seize my country in this way, and whether the 
Convention they ronde at Pretoria with the Boers is really. destroyed?' 

The Afrikander Bond was founded in the Ora.nge Free State imme
diately after the War of Independence. It was started by Mr. F. W. 
Reitz (then a judge in the Orange Free State and now State Sooretary 
of the TransvMl) and the late Mr. Carl Borekcnhagen, whose news
paper, the Express, has consistently and openly advocated the lonna
lion of a Dutch United States of South A1riea and the expulsion of the 
Imperial power. The Bond grew out of the war, and its first programme 
was quite free from ambiguity. The later declarations of the Bond in 
the Cape Colony are entirely different. The official one, which is 
issued annually to members of the Bond, is a reprint of a lecture 
delivered by .Mr. T. Theron in 1887. The spirit pervading that 
document, so fa.r as it concerns the langunge, history, customs) nnd all 
that go to mark a race of the Dutch, and displays toleration towards 
others, is one which would assuredly command sympathy and admira. 
lion and encouragement, were it not for the ambiguities, the hints, and 
the omissions which arrest attention. 

Under the flag of England there are ma.ny peoples with their tradi
tions, their !Mguages, and their pride of race; and there is room for 
all.' It is a matter for regret, therefore, that it should be open to doubt 
whether, in the view of half the inhabitants of one part of the British 
Empire, a citizen should not be a tl'lle patriot unless be belongs to one 
particular race and spe11ks one particular language, and shares the 
n.ims peculiar to that party." It is also unfortunate that the opening 
paragraph of the official statement referred to should contain such 
an explanation as this : 'But before I go further, I must make this 
remark: H you perhaps miss in my st.atement 11·h•t you would. hnVQ 
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liked to finJ in it, do not let it llilllOY you, for I have purposely avoided 
whnt mi~ht be prejudicial and give offence.' If tho Bondsman dwells 
with emplm .. ~is upon the cordial invitation to • Africander, Englishm!LD., 
Scotdu1mn, Fronehman. Gcnnan, American, or whatever countryman' 
to join, the non· Bondsman feels that there is in the circumstances of 
South Africa • little something wanting in the same paragrnpb de· 
•cribing the aim of the Bond to become • an organization whoso heart 
will bo wide enough to embmce not only this colony, but the Orange 
Free State, Transvaa~ Natal, and as many as may be around, and in 
that by constitutional means press them all together into an "United 
South Africa."' And the unen.sy feeling finds expression in the query, 
'Under what flag?' No flag is mentioned now; but the first pro· 
wnmme was guiltless of this omission, and it is not repudiated. 

Bondsmen whose aspirations are legitiumt& may feel injured and 
hurt by such an attitude, yet they cannot upon reflection consider it 
unroll.8onnLlo, bearing in mind the circumstl\occs under which the 
llond wns formed. It WllB started in non-British territory as an out· 
cotue of a war which President Brand informed Mr. Gla<lstone the 
Free State and Cape Colony Dutch threatened to make a race war. 
It wn.s started avowedly with the object of creating a Dutch Republic, 
to embrace all South Africa, and was emphatically hostile to Great 
!Jritain. An authority whose testimony is unimpeachable bears witness 
to thi•. The Bond was started by Messrs, Reitz and Borckenhagen 
in Bloemfontein, while President Brand was absent on hie peace 
mi.sion which resulted in the Pretoria Convention. Mr. Brand's 
"'pimtion for the United States of South Alrica under the South 
African tla~ bas already been quoted. His acts show that his • dream' 
wn.s n legitimate aspiration, for he rc!used to countenance either 
l'iolence or intrigue. On his return to Bloemfontein he threw all his 
••c1ght in the scale against the Bond, and on October 22, at Smithfield 
;Omngc Free State), in reply to an address of welcome in which pointed 
nllustons to tho Afrikander Bond occurred, he spoke out very strongly, 
condemning the llond for not ' doing n.s it would be done by,' since it 
sou~ht to mise the Republican standard in a country whose Govern· 
mcnt was at pence with their State-n course of action which the Orange 
Free State would itself rightly and strongly resent. Following t1lls 
up. he sent a written reply on the same day, in which he said: • I 
would like to repeat in writing what I said verbally , • , nnd make 
known my objections to the propriety of the Afrikander Bond. , , , 
It was not gratifying to me that in your salutation of welcome you 
placed the Afriknnder llond so prominently in the foreground. How· 
e\'er, since tha.t hns occurred, I may not now pass it ovor in silence, 
and I exorcise my duty in warning you of the dangers which I see 
beforehand, in order that the seeds of dissension may not be sown 
where unity shou!tl elist.' The letter continues at length to urge • the 
gtl'wg offence to no one and the respectinG' of the feelings of eoch one 
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as we would that others should do unto us,' so as to ' strengthen and 
confirm the most amicable relations with the Governments and in· 
ho.bitants of tho neighbouring colonies.' 
· The cry of' Africa for the Afrikanders' is familiar, and the definition 

of the true Afrikander, viz., the South Africnn Dutchman, will bo 
admitted by nll who know South Africa as being indisputably the 
meaning attached to the term by the Alrikander Bond. 1'he writer is 
well aware that in the present state of feeling it will be difficult to 
secure a patient, dispassionate consideration of the Bond's policy because 
of recent events. But the object in view is not to consider what the 

. attitude, sympathies or aspirations of men are now under exceptional 
circumstances, but what they were under normal conditions at a time 
when the British Government and tho British people gave every 
chance in the world to the growth of kindly feolinge-o.a witness the 
reluctance and even disgust with which they felt themselves compelled 
to send out the Warren Expedition. The question would naturall.v be 
asked then: 'Upon which side were the sympathies of the Afrikander 
llond ?' There is no doubt about the answer, lor the Blue Books 
contain the eYidenee tlui.t when at last in ~.speration the British 
Government agreed to the annexation of Bechuanaland, the Alrikander 
Bond opposed this course, and even displayed openly their sympathies · 
with the raiders who had attempted to seize the native territories. 
Sir Hercules Robinson proposed that the territory to be annexed should 
be incorporated in the Cape Colony, but tho Colonial Government, 
bold in office by the Bond, refused to accept the suggestiori, or to 
'entertain any proposal involving an extension of the northern boundary 
of that portion of tho Colony which formed the late province of 
Griqualand West' (Blue Book 0. 3486, No. 43, Enc. 3). The position 
is simple therefore, and the inference plain: the Afrikander Bond 
operating in a Blitish colony objected to annexing this territory for 
themselves, and objected also to the annexation of it by the Imperial 
Government, but preferred that the territory should be occupied by 

• its cowttrymen in the 'fransvaal who were displaying inveterate 
hostility to the Brhif,I)J. Government and persistent determination to 
•ade their treaty obligations towards the Suzerain Power. That there 

..,,., little concealment of the co· operation of tho Afriltander Bond and 
the Transvnal is shown by tho publications in l.llue Book 3841. Among 
them will be found an account showing that when the Transvaal 
deputies wpre proceeding to England to negotiate the London Conven• 
lion they proposed a meeting en route with tho Cape Government for 
the· purpose of discussing Bechuanaland affairs. The proposal was 
accepted and arrangements made, but after the deputies bad arrived 
in Cape Town and discussed matters with tho Afrikander Bond leaders, 
they declined to proceed with the" interview which they had otliciall.{: 
arranged, giving tho astounding reason that the Capo Ministers • were 
not authorized by the Colonial Parliament ' to hold such an interview, 



Xl'iii INTRODUOTION TO THE POPUL.A:ll EDITION 

But the Bond went further, and in enpport of the Transvaal dcpul•tion 
they addressed the following petition to Her Majesty's Government in 
October, !883: 

TO THE QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLF;NT MAJESTY. 

Th• petition of the undmigncd Ollico Bct~rers of the Afrikander Bond of · 
tho Colony of the Cape of Good Hope. Humbly ehoweth-

'l'hat Your M.o.je~ly's }lctilioncrs rr.prcscnt many tho~~ds of Your 
Majcnty's faithful su\~j~!cL'i 1 mostly of Dntch extraction, resirlmg In the .Colony 
of tho Capo of Good Hope, who deeply sympathise with their compatriots of 
tho Transmal State. 

That Your M"jc.•ty's petitioners, while grateful for the concessions already 
modo uy Your MajMly's Government to the Trensvaallloel•, as fully set forth 
in the Pretorio. Convcution of 1881, feel in duty bound tA:l express their con· 
vit:tion that numy of the provisions of the said convention are not calculated 
to rromote either the goOd government of the TratlSVWll Boers and of the 
nBtu·e trib(}S \dthiu a11d immediately luytmd the boundan·u of tM Trtt:tt.reaal 
SttUt1 or to lead to that enduring harmony and good understanding behvecn 
Your Mujosty's Governmont and the South AfritAn Sfalcs gmwaUy which 
Your Majesty's petitioners deem an indispensable condition for the future 
pro•J>eritl: of South Ali·ica, 

That\ our MnjC"ty's petition era have learned with exceeding gladness that 
Your Majesty's (;u\·ernmcnt"ha.ve gracioUBiy consented to give audience to a 
deputation from the Trans,·a.al Statcj who have Leen delegated with the view 
of obtaining a revision of the Convention of Pretoria. 

That Your Mojosty'e pctitionel'll beg humbly to express the hope that it 
ma.y please Your Majesty's Government to favoumbly entertain the proposals 
which will be laid Ldu1c them by the deputation with reference to certain of 
the provisions of the Convention in qucation, more particularly in connexion 
with the boundaries prescribed to, nnd the pecuniary obligations, and tlu 
u,strittions a..., to its lWcrty of action, imposed oo the TnmS\'aal Stn.te. 

And Your Majesty'sJ'etitioncrs, as in duty bound, will C\'er pmy. 
(Sig-ned) J. J. A~SEN lh:S~llE.HG, Uhairmo.n Afriknwler Bond. 

D. F, Du To IT, D. Pr.n., Yice.Ohairmnn Afriknnder Bond, 
J. H. HoF~n:.YR, Junr., Tronsnrcr Afriknnrh'J" Hond. 
Tuos, P, TnEIIO~, Secretary Afrikander Bond, 

This in plain English means that the AirUrnnder Bond endorsed oll 
the dcmo.nds which the Transvaal deputation might make. In order 
to undorsto.nd what this means, the letter of the Tro.nsvaul deputation 
embodying these demands, addressed to Lord Derby from the Albemarle 
Hotel, London, on November 14, 1883, should be read· (Blue Book 

. C 8841, No, 74). The spirit and purport of it, however, can be indicated 
by a few extracts, . 

Her M1Ljc~ty's {fflvernment woultl entirely mistake the fcclih(l'S of our 
people shollld. thcy_supp?sc that either the pre~ent or the coming g'enerntion 
l\~n e\'ct rest 1~1 sa~S!fact10~ unless the S11,IJd Rtrer Convention Lc again reco"'-
Uiscd as the lustortcal bo.s1s of the new ar-mt1geruent. 0 

'* * * * * ... 
It may be thot tho people of tho South African Republic will even now 

thankfu,lly a.qcept from Her .Majeflty's Government some alleviation of the 
burden ttnpo~cd upon theiD i but whatever concassions Her Maje.osty's Govern~ 
DICDt rnay be prepared to make, the rccitlrocal confidence between the British 
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aud Dutch COLONISTS will then only rcvh·c, when Her Majesty's Government 
also will accept the Sand m,·cr Con \'cntiob as the historical basis of all further 
arrangements. Any settlement not founded upon this basis cannot but be of 
a merely temporary character; only "!'on this basis can a pennnnent settle· 
ment be secured. · 

' 
In other words, the Transvaal Government desired the right of 

unlimited expansion; and the Afrik!l.lldor Bond, refusing to accept lor 
the Cape Colony the northern territories, and opposing their annexation 
by the Imperial Government, supported the claim of the 'rransvanl . 
. It may be as well to show how Lord Derby in his reply disposed of 

the claim regarding the S!l.lld River Convention. On November 20, 
1883, he wrote: 

It iB not possible to eute;tain tho suggestion that that Convention ha.s now 
a.ny vitality, or that, if it could be re,·iycd, it would meet the requirements of 
the pre.at:nt cnse. That Convention, like the ConniJtion of Pretoria, wu.s not 
a trc.u.ty '"""'1wcen h\•o contracting Powers, but was a declaration mado Ly the 
Queen, a11d accepWd by certain }Jcrsons, a.t tlmt time her subjcd.s, of the con~ 
ditions under which, and the extent to which, Her Majesty could permit them 

· to ma.na9.o their own affairs without interference. It did not crooto a. South 
.A.U:iean «.epublic, with a political organization and detincd boundaries, nnU 
tho conditionS with which it dealt had to a great extent disappeared Lcforo 
the aunexation in 18i7 terminated the independence of tho Republic, and, a.s 
was declared by your Volksroad in confirming tho Convention of Pretoria, 
brought the Sand River Convention to sn end. 

Commenting upon the letter ol tho deputation, the High Commis· 
sioner, Sir Hercules Robinson, wrote to the Colonio.l Office on Novem· 
her 23, 1883 : 

I do not think that such • J"oposition (restoration of tho Sand River Con· 
vention) should be entertaine . One of the elfect.9 of it would be to "'"P 
away all dcfipcd boundorics, and to allo1v the unlimited expansion of tho 
Transvaal upon the east, as well as npon tlHl west. 

The deputation asked 'that all restrictions by which tho South African 
Republic 1~ prevented from taking action on behalf of humanity and peace, 
s.ccording W tho demands of the ruomeut1 in its intercourse with the native 
tribes on its bor,ders, may be removed'; and, as a substitute for such rcstric· 
tions, they 'oll'cr for the rights and interests of the natives all such ~:,ruo.ran~ 
tees as are prescribed by Divine law and human feeling.' I regret to state 
that experience has led me to douht tho pructical clticaey of such 'guo.ran~ 
tees/ so long a.s there aro native cattlo to Lo stolen or nativo la.nds that are 
worth app1·ol'rioting ; and I do not think that tho removal of tho exi•ting 
restrictiot:ls upon the' trckldn~' proclivities of the Boers would, as ~umed 
by the deputation, advance tnc interests of 'humanity and p<acc.' I be. 
lieve, on the contrary, that the result would be that native triLo o.ftet native 
tribe would bo absorbed into tho Transvaal, or would perish in tho process. 
1'M ultimaU bcmndarics of the SlcUe would be lite Atlantic and f11dian OceaM, 
and thus the independent natin~ tribes to tho cast and W(!.!)t of the existing 
boundaries would he extinguishcd 1 wbilst ut tho same time an elfcc:t1ml barrier 
would bo interposed to the tmdo of the British Colonies in the south with tho 
interior of Afric11. 

Doubtless they would prefer to bo free, without nny defined boundaries, so 
that they might go where they plea,., aud do what seems to them good; 
Enn if they agree, the Transvaal Government will perhaps e\·ince no more 
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earne!lt desire in tho future than they have done in the past to prcvc~t their 
burghers making encroachments ott lantls beyond the State, as prom1~ed by 
tho 19th Article of the Con\·ention. But the enforcement of the Arttclo by 
the plan which I propose will then bo in tho hands of tho Imperial Govern· 
ment. 

* * • • * 4 
The Trnns\·aal bur~-;hcr3 obvim1sly do not intCnd to obson·e any condition 

in it (ConYcntion) dista.stefnl to thcmseh·c.s, which Her Majesty's Government 
are not proJ>arcd to in•i•t upon, if necessary, by the employment of force. 

* * * '* * * 
Mnny evidences could be cited ol the continued pursuit of the Boer 

aspiration occurring at intervals throughout the last ten years, and 
many will be found in different parts of this volume : but the policy of 
aggression and annexation revealed since the commencement of the 
war is perhaps sufficient evidence of what the aspiration has been ol 
Me yours. It is more important to show the steady pursuit of the 
same policy throughout the years before goldfields and Uitlanders 
brought wealth and power or the excuse of provocation, and when the 
depth of purpose was best proved by the fact that the Republic was 
then sma.ll and poor and struggling, but nevertheless adhered to its 
aim. The evidence in this connection will conclude with two extracts 
from speeches of well-known South African public men in 1884 and 
1885. The troubles in Bechuanaland cuiminated in the despatch of 
the W arran Expedition. At one of the meetings-that held in Cape 
Town-references were made to the policy of the Transvaal which are 
sufficiently striking to merit reproduction. The developments of fifteen 
years have justified in a remarkable manner the statements made. 
The object of the meeting was to support the British Government in 
its action against the Transvaal; the Mayor of Cape Town was in the 
chair, and next to him sat Sir John Molteno, the first Premier of the 
Colony under responsible Government. The following extract from 
the speech of Mr. J. W. Leon•rd, Q.C., previously Attorney· General ol 
Cape Colony, will suffice to show that no misapprehension existed in 

. South Africa as to tho aims of the Trans\·ao.l: 

Tha crisi:!, gentlemen, is upon us-n crisis the gravity of which I wish I 
could imp1·css upon the mind of everyono hero. It should be impressed upon 
the minds of you all, and upon the English Government, that UJ?OD the 
outeomc of this crisis depends the question whether the British fla.O' ts to fly 
in Soutl.t ~friea as the flag of South AfriC'.a or not (hear, hear). I ~hallenge 
oontrmhetwn to that statement. I know that treason is rampant in the 
land i I know that di~loy:~lty is promul:.,:-ated in public mcetin~ in the press 
of this country, in the press of Cape Town. o ' 

• • • • • 
I will not go further huck into the hi;tory of this noun try than tho con· 

clu.si~n of the Pretoria Convention. Wo know that was concluded when 
Brt~m had suffered defeat : you kn_ow whn~ the main }Jrovisions of the Con
ventlo~ were, and tbnt Her Gractons )hJcsty the Queen was to be the 
~uzcram of the Trans\'~!l.l; you are aware the boundaries wcro all delineated 
m that document. "ell, gentlemen, when the Con\'ention was concluded 
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it was mnnifeswd that the people, whom its deputies were supposed to reprc· 
sent, did not exactly like it. But, gentlemen, there were 13,000 British 
troops then massed on the south-east slot1es of the Drakcnsberg, eager to 
avenge the defeat inflicted upon them. I will sny no more. Tho Convention 
wa.s accepted, and the troops were sent, some to India, some to England, and 
some to other divisions of our Empire. As soon as they were withdrawn it 
became manifest that the era of intrigue had commenced, Certain individuals 
in this Colony and certain individuals in the interior States had made up 
their minds to trade upon the ignorance of the poor people in the Tmnsvn.nl~ 
who thou::;ht the people of Great Britain had been defeated at Laing's Nok 
and blajuba, and the object of their intrigues was to destroy the !lritisb 
supremacy in South Africa. I well know there nre some who will dispute 
wh•t I am snyin~, and that remarks will be made that I am speaking 
the thing that IS not. But I ask the men who havo lived in the 
country, who have followed the current of events, Is not what I put 
before you what has been written and what has been said I I eay their 
object was to degrade tho British flag and to bring about a state of things 
when it would no longer fly in this country with honour to itself or for 
the protection of people livin~ under it. This has been tho object of some 
of the people of the Transvaal, and per fa. d nefM to make this colony 
a hide-bound dependency of the British Crown. Their object-that of the 
m..,. of the people ; I do not say all of them-ba.s been to aggrandize the 
Transvaal State. Tht object of tltese intri!JW'S W<U w cross our 1l0rtiurn 
boundary, to take tht land duwn to tht Indian Ocean on the EMt, and <lmml to 
t/u Kalahari on tht West, in onur thai; thi.! portion of tlu Brui.!h Empire 
might for ever be shut in, and destrffiJ B/'Ui.!h sentiment, tht o!ifea bci"'l thai; 
tht Trawrvu.al, lly its powers of u1!lintited e>:panswn, slwuld bewnu tht para· 
1nounl Slat< in So1!lh A./rica, and with them Wa4 w rest whether we s/uw.ld be 
rrracifJWJly allhwcd w gv.ard our coa.st.'l 07' whtther thai; simple pi.vilcge 
•iuw.ld be dented us. Th&t, I say, must have been the object apparent to 
every man who knew how to read public events as they occurred before him. 
That is the doctrine which has been promulgated by those colonists in the 
country, which has been promulgated in a portion of the press of Cape Town 
and elsewhere. 

Mr. J." X. Merriman, a distinguished. member of several South 
African Governments, including the present one, in a speech delivered 
at Grahamstown in 1885, exposed at great length the attitude and 
actions of the Airikander Bond and the Transvaal Government in 
connection with Bechuanaland affo.irs. Amoug other things he •aid : 

Now the situation is a. grave .fine. It is not a question of localism; it is 
not a question of party politics, but it is a question whether the Capo Colon>' 
is to continuo to be an integral part of the British Empire. The question IS 

whether we intend to progress along the lines of freedom, of civilization, and 
respect for law and order, or whether we are ready to tnko the Transvaal for 
a model, and have our policy shaped by tho .Afrikander Bond (hear, hear). 
There is no begging tho question. 

* * ,* * * * 
Each one of you will ha.vo to make up his mind whether he is prepared to 

see this Colony remain a part of the British Empire, whh:h canics with it 
obli::,rations a.s well as privileges, or whether he is prepared to obey the 
dictates of the Bond. From the very first time, some ycnrs ugo, when tho 
poison began to bo distilled into the country, I felt that it must come to this 
-Wa..'1 England or the Tn.nsvaa] to he the par&mount force'in South Arrica J 

• • • . - • 
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From tho time the Con1·ention wa.• si~ed the policy of the Transvll<ll w .. 
to push OUt bands o( freehootcf8 1, and to get thetry iDYO}\'Cd in c'J.UU.rre}S With 
the natives (hear, bear). They wtohcd !<J pu•h their border o~cr tho land west· 
wards and realize the dream of President Pretorms, wlnch wa.s that the 
Trnns~aal should stretch from the Indian Ocean to the Atlantic. 

* 4 * * * * 
I could not agree with tho Bond. It would make people have different 

sides nnd places, ono colonifit who was a Dutchman in opposition to another 
colonist who was r.m Englishman. Nothing could be more disastrous (hear, 
hear), Since then that in.titution hM made a show of loyalty, while it 
stirred up di.'iloyalty. Some people who should haYe known better were 
dragged into tho toils under the idea that they could influence it for good; 
but the whole teaching or history went to show that when the conflict wa.s 
between men of extreme yicwa and moderate men, the violent section 
triumphed (hear, hear). 

* * * * * *. 
\\'hat con1d they think of the olljccts of that Bond, when they found 

·Judgo Reitz advocating a Republic of South Africa under one fiag 1 . 

* * * * * * My quarrel with the Bond is that it stirn up race differences. (Hear, hear.) 
Its main object is to mako the Sonth African Republic the paramount Power 
in South Africa. 1'hat is the reason of its hostility to John Brand-John 
Brand, tho Afrikander of Afrikanders. (Cheers.) 

The questions as to when arming was determined upon and what 
were the aspirations of the Transvaal have been discussed in a manner 
which it is hoped will enable tho reader to form his own judgment ; 
but it is realized that, however clear thAt judgment may be, there will 
still remain a desire to know why, if this policy has been pursued for 
so many years, is there no evidence of activity in arming prior. to 
1894? The answer is very simple, It was a question of mcllJlJl. The 
revenue and expenditure of the Republic from the years 1871 to 1899 
are given (p. 58). In the year 1890 the great collapse occurred in 
Johannesburg, when shares fell to a fraction of theit former value, 
properties were abandoned, tho population melted away, a.nd it wa6 

. thought by most people that the mines would prove unpayable. It 
w.s not until the end of 1893 that the State revenue rose to the figure 
it bad reached in 1880, a.nd a feeling of confidence in the future of the 
mining industry become again goneralc The. returns for these years 
are appended : 

Yt.1t:'l, 

1889 
]890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 

The figures speak lor themselves I 

March, 1900. 

Revenue. 
£1,577,445 

1,229,061 
967,192 

1,255,8ao 
1,702,685 
2,247, i28 
2,923,648 

J. r. F. 



PREFACE 

T r WM originnlly designed to compile a statement of the occurrences of 
1895-96 in the Transvanl, and of the conditions which led up to them, 
in the hope of removing the very grave misun~erstandings which 
uxistcd" Everybody else had been heard and judged, the Uitlander 
had only been judged. It therefore seemed proper that somebody 
should attempt to present the case for the Uitlander. The writer, as 
• South Airican by birth, as a resident in the Transvaal since 1884, 
and lastly, •• Secretary of the Reform Committee, felt impelled to do 
this, but suffered under the disability of President Kruger'• three yeore' 
ban; and although it might possibly have been urged that a plain 
statement of facts and explanations of past actions could not be fairly 
regarded M a deliberate interference in politics, the facts themselves 
when set out appeared to constitute an ilidictment so strong as to make 
it worth while considering whether the Government of the Transvaal 
would not regord it as sufficient excuse to put in force the sentence of 
banishment, ·"The postponement of publication which was then decided 
upon fM a period of three yeors appeared to be tantamount to the 
abandonment of the origina!opurpose, and the work was continued with 
the intention of milking it a private record to be printed at the expiry 
of the term of silence, and to be' privately circulated amongst those who 
were personally concerned or interested-arecord which might perhaps 
be of service some day in filling in a page of South African history. 

The private circulation of that work during June of the present year 
Jed to suggestions from many quarters that it should be supplemented 
by a chapter or two dealing with later events-and published; a.nd the 
present volume fs the outcome of these suggestions. · 

It is realized that much of what might properly appear in a private 
record will be considered rather superfluous in a book designed for wider 
circulation. For instauee, a good deal of space is given to details of the 
trio.l and the prison life of the Reformers, which are of no interest 
whatever to the public, although they form a record which the men 
themselves may like to preserve. These might have been omitted but 
that the writer desired to make no alterations in the original text except 
in the nature of literary revision. 
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The ••-rile; may be charged by the "peace " party with deliberately 
selecting a critical and anxious time as opportune to contribute a new 
factor to those already militating against a peaceful settlement. Two 
replies could be made to this-one an excuse and one nn answer .. It 
would be an excuse that the writer did not deliberately select tbe tune 
of publication, but tht the Transvaal Government in it~ wisdo.m cho~e 
to impose silence for three years, and that the proJect With wh1ch thell' 
notion had interfered was resumed at the eadiest possible moment. 
The coincidence of another crisis with the date of emancipation may 
be an unlucky coincidence, or it may be a resull But there is neither 
necessity nor intention to offer excuses. The responsibility is accepted, 
and the answer is that a case so sound needs only to be understood, 
that a recital of the !acts must help to dispel the mists of race prejudice 
and misunderstanding which are obscuring the judgment of many; 
and that a firm but strictly just and dii,~lified handling of the question 
by the Imperial Government is the only possible way to avert a cata
strophe in South Alrica. It is essential, therefore, that first of a.ll the 
conditions as they are should be understood ; and this record is offered 
as a contribution to that end. Let the measure of its truth be the 
measure of its usefulness I 

The reader is not invited to believe that the cnae is presented in such 
lorm as it might have been presented by an impartiallhistorian. It is the 
'l'rausvaalfrom witM.n, by one who !eels a.ll the injustice and indignity of 
the position. With the knowledge, however, that a good case is spoiled 
by overstatement, and with the desire to avoid injustice to others, an 
••rnest attempt bas been made to state the facts fairly. In how far 
that attempt has been successful the reader must decide for himse!L 

J. r. F . 
July, 1899. • 

NOTE 
lr has been impossible to avoid in this volume more or less pointed reference 
to certain nationalities in ce~·tain connections-for instance, such expressions 
a.s 1 the Boers,' 'the CsJlO Dutch,' 'the Holl11nders,' 'the Germans ' are used. 
Tho. writer dcsirc.s to say once and for all that, unless the ~ontrary is 
obY1ously and ddtbemtely indicated, the distmctions between natiouahties 
are ~tended in tho political sense only, and not in the racial sense, and if 
by nnschanco there should be foWJd somethin" in these pa~~es which seems 
otfensive, ~e begs the more indulgent interpre~tion on the ~·ound of a very 
earnest destre to remove and not to a.ccentua.W race distinctiow., 

Gcnera.l references are also made to clo.sses-' the chi:i service' 1 the 
officials,' ete, Thtre are oUicials in the Transvaal service who would earn 
th~ confidence and esteem of tho public in any administrntion in the world. 
It IS hardly nccessory to SAy that there is no intention to di.parage them, 



THE TRANSVAAL FROM WITHIN 

PART I.-A PRIVATE RECORD 

CHAPTER I 

I~ l<ARLIER DAYS 

WHEN, before resorting to extreme measures to obtain wh.i! the 
Uitlanders deemed to be their bare rights, the final appeal or dechra. 
tiou was. made on Boxing Day, 1895, in tho form of the manifesto 
published by the Chairman of the National Union, President KrUger, 

·after an attentive consideration of the document as translated to him, 
remarked grimly: 'Their rights. Yes, they'll get them-over my 
dead body I' And .volumes of explanation could not better illustrate 
tho Bo,er attitude and policy towards tho English·speaking immigrants. 

'L'Etat e'est moi' is almost as true of the old Dapper President as 
'it wns of its originator; for in matte•·• of externnl policy and in matters 
which concern tho Boers as a party the President has his way ns surely 
and as completely as any anointed autocrat. To anyone who has 
studied the .Boers and their ways and policy-who has given more 
than passing consideration to the incidents and negotiations of the 
present year1-it must be clear that President Kroger does something 
more than represent the opinion of the people and execute their policy: 
he moulds them in the form he wills. By the force of his own strong 
convictions and prejudices, and of his indomitable will, he has made 
tho Boers a people whom he regards as the germ of the A!ricander 
natio1l; a people chastened, selected, welded, and strong enough to 
attract and assimilate aU their kindred in South Africa, and then to 
realize the dream of a Dutch Republic from the Zambcsi 'to Capetown. 

In the history of South A!rica the .figure of the (ll'im old President 
will loom large and striking-picturesque, as the figure of one who by 

' Written in !896. 
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his eharllCtcr IIJld will made and held his people; =snificent, as one 
who in the face of tho blnckc•t fortune never wavered from his aim or 
faltered in his effort· who with n coumne that seemed, and still seem•,. • • • . th 
fatuous, but which may well be called heroic, stood up agam.st . e · 
might of the groatCBt empire in the world. And, it may be~ pathetic,_ 
too, as one whose limitations wore great, one whose trammg and 
associBtions-whose vary successes-bad narrowed, and embittered. and 
hardened him; o.s one who, when the greatness of success was his to 
take and to hold, turned his back on the supremo opportunity, and 
used his strength !llld qualities to fight against the spirit of progress, 
and all that tho enlightenment of the age pronounces to be fitting and 
necessary to good government and n healthy State. . 

To an English nobleman, who, in the course of an interview, re· 
marked, • My falher wo.s a Minister of England, and twice Viceroy of 
Ireland,' the old Dutchman answered,' And my father was a shepherd!' 
It wns not pride rebuking pride; it wns the ever-present fact which 
would not have been worth mentioning but lor the suggestion of the 
antitheSis, He too was a shepherd, and is-a peasant. It may be 
that he knows what wonld be right and good for his people, and it may 
be not; but it is sure that he realizes that to educate would be to 
emancipate, to broaden their views would be to breo.k down the defences 
of their prejudices, to let in the new leaven would be to spoil the old 
bread, to give unto all men the rights of men would be to swamp for 
ever tho party which is to him greater than the State. When one . 
thinks on the one-century history of the people, much is seen that 
accounts for their extraordinary love of isolation, and their ingr~ined 
and passionate ~version to control; much too that draws to them a 
world of sympathy. And when one realizes the old Dopper President 
hemmed in once more by the hurrying lido of civilization, from which 
his people have fted for generations-trying to fight both fate and 
Nature-stllllding up to stem a tide as resistless as the eternal sea
one sees the pathos of the picture. But this is as another generation 
may see it. To-day we o.re too close-so close that the moaner details, 
tho blots and flaws, are all most plainly visible; the corruption, the 
insincerity, the injustice, the barbarity-all the,unlovoly touches that 
will by-and-by be forgotten-sponged away by the gentle hand of time, 
when only the picturesque will remain. 

In order to undcrstnnd the deep, ineradicable aversion to English 
rnlo which is in tho heart and the blood and the bones of every Boer, and 
of a great m!llly of their kindred who are themselves British subjects 
one must recall the conditions under which the Dutch came undo; 
British rule. Y\'hcn, in 1814, tho Capo was finally ceded to Enoland 
it h~d been twice acquired and held by conquest. The colonist; wcr~ 
practically all Dutch, or Huguenots who had adopted Dutch as their 
language, and South Aide• o.s their home. In any case, they were 
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veoplo who, by tradition, te.ohing and experience, must have regarded 
tho English as their enemies; people in whom there must have been 
roused bitter resentment ngninst being banded over with the land to 
their tmditional enemies. Were they serfs or subjects? has been asked 
on their behalf. Hnd Holland the right, the power, over freemen born, 
to sny to them, 'You arc our subjects, on our soil, lllld we have trlllls· 
felTed the soil and with it your nllegio.nce to England, whose sovereignty 
,vou will not be lree to repudiate'? The Dutch colonist snid 'No.' The 
English Government and the !awe of the dny snid 'Yes.' 

Early in the century the Boers began to trek away from the sphere 
of British rule. They were trekkers before that, indeed. Even in tho 
days of Van Riebeck (1650) they had trekked away from the crowded 
parts, and opened up with the rifle and the plough new reaches of 
country; pioneering in a rough but most effective way, driving baclc 
the savage races and clearing tho way for civilization. There is, how
o••er, a great difference to be noted between the early treks of the 
emi~rants and the treks 'from British .rule.' In the former (with few 
Oloeptions) they went, knowing that their Govemment would follow 
them, !llld even anxious to have its support and ito representatives; 
and tho people who formed their migrating parties were thoso who had 
no or insufficient land in the settled parts, those who were starting life 
on their own account, or those whose families could not be located and 
provided for in the cramped circumstances of the more occupied parts. 
In the other case, rich and poor, old and young, went off as in the days 
und in the fashion of Moses or Abraham. They went without leave or 
help of the Government; secretly or openly they went, nnd they asl<ed 
nothing but to be left alone. They left their homes, their people, the 
protection of nn established Government and a rough civilization, and 
wen\ oul into the unknown. And they had, as it appeared to them, 
and as it will appear to many others, good re.nsons for taking so grave 
a step. For, although the colonists of South Africa enjoyed better 
government, and infinitely more liberty, under British rule, than they 
had under the tyrannical regime of the Dutch East India Company 
twenty years before (against which the Boers had twice risen in re
bellion}, there were many things which were not as they should have 
been. A generation bad grown up which knew nothing of the arbitrary 
and oppressive rule of the old Dutch Company. Simple folks have 
long memories, and all the world over injuries make a deeper and more· 
lasting impression than benefits; and the older generation of Boers, 
which could recall a condition of things contrasting unpleasantly with 
British rule, also remembered the executions of Slagtcrs Nek-a vindi· 
cation of the law which, when all nllowance has been made for disturbed 
times, and the nacd of •trong measures to stop rebellion in a newly· 
acquired counh·y, seems to us to· day to ha•·e been harsh, unnecessary, 
and unwise in policy, and truly terrible in the ruanner of fulfilment. 
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Tho nocrs hal'S produced I rom their own ranks no literary champion 
to plead or del end their cause, and theit earlier history is therefore 
little known, and often misunderstood; but to their aid has como 
~[r. George McCall Then!, the South African historian, whose years of 
laborious research have rescued for South Africa much thnt would 
otherwise hal'o been lost. In his • History of tho Boe'"' Mr. Thco.l 
records the causes ol the b'l'ent emigration, and shows how the Boers 
stood up for fair treatment, and fought the cause, not of Boers alone, 
but of all colonists. Boors and British were alike harshly rmd 
ignorantly treated by high-handed Governors, and an ill-informed o.nd 
prejudiced Colonio.l Office, who made no distinction on the grounds of 
nationality between the two; lor we rend that Englishmen had been 
expelled the country, thrown in gaol, had their property confiscated, 
and their newspapers suppressed for asserting their independence, and 
lor trilling breaches of harsh laws. The following extract gives the 
best possible synopsis of the causes, and should whet an appetite which 
co.n be gratified by the purchase of Mr. Theal's book: 

Why, then, did these men abandon their homes, sncl'ificc whatever pro
perty could not be carried away, and flee from English ruloru:! from tho most 
hateful tyranny I The causes are stated in a great mass of correspondence 
n.ddrcsscd by them to the Colonial Government, and now preserved, with 
other colonial records, in declarations published by some of them before 
lc11ving, in lctWrs to their relatives o.nd to newspapers, and in hundreds of 
pages of printed m•tter, prepared by friendly nnd hostile hands. The declaru.· 
tion of one of the ablest men among them assigns the following as the moti\'es 
of himself and the party that went with him: 

'Gn.urnt's TowN, 
'Jamtary 22, 1837. 

'1. We despair of saving tho colony from those evils which threaten it by 
tho turbulent o.nd dishonest conduct of vagrants who aro allowed to infest 
the connbJ in c~·cry part; nor do "":e see any pr?spect of peace or happiner.s 
for our ch1ldren m, a. country thus dtstractcd by mternal commotions. 

'2. Wo complain of the se\·ere losses which we luwc been forced to sustain 
by the emancipation of our slaves and the vexations laws which have been 
eua.ctcd respecting them. 

'3. Wo complain of tho continual system of plunder which we have for 
years endured from the Knill•~ and other coloured classes, and particularly by 
the last mvas10n of the colony, which has desolated tho fmnticr districts and 
ruined most of the inhabitants. 

'_4. We complui~ of the unjustifiable odium which has been cast upon us 
by mt~restc? o.ud,dishoncst pcrsons1 undez: the name of religion, whose testi· 
mony •• believed m England to tho exclusiOn of all evidence in our fnvour; 
o.nd we ca.n foresee, as the result of this prejudice, nothing but the total ruin 
of the country. 

'5. We are resolved, wherever we go, that we will uphold the just prinM 
~iples of li~e~ty i but, whilst we.will tak~ care that no one is brought by us 
m~o o. cond1t1on of slavery, wo ~Ill estabhsh such rc,gulatiQns as may suppress 
cnmc nnd preserve proper rclatwns between mnstcr and servant. 

' 6: W o ~~lemnly declare that we leave this colony with a d~•ire to enjoy 
• qmetPr hie thnn we l~>va hitherto hnd. We will not molest any peot•le, 
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no1· deprive· them of tl1o smallest property; bnt, if nttackcd, we shall consider 
•mrsclvcs fnlly justillcd in defending our persons and cll'ccts, to the utmost 
of onr nbility, against every enemy. 

1 7. We nmko known that when \\'Q shnJI l~rwc framed n. code of laws for 
our gnir1ance, copies shnll IJo forwarded to thi~ colcmy for grncral inform!\· 
t:ion; but w.., tnkc the opportunity of stating that it is our firm rrsolve to 
mnkc pro\·ision for the sumnmry ptmislunf.'nt, C\'cn with d('ath, of nil traitors, 
witlwut exception, who m11y be fon11d .n.mong.'>t n~. 

1 8. We purpose, in the course of onr journey and on arrival o.t tho country 
in which we slu~ll pC>rmnnently reside, to rnnko known to tho untivc tribes 

· out· intention~ anti our desire to lh·o in peace anrl friendly intercourse with 
th('m, 

'9. We quit this colony nuder tho full nssnrnnoo that tho English Govern· 
mont has nothiug more to require of us, and will o.llow us to go\'crn ourselves 
without its intct•f'crence in future. 

'10. We o.rc now leaving the fruitfnlln.nd of our birth, in which we have 
sulfered enormous losses and continued vexation, o.nd lll'O about to enter 11 

strange and dangerous territory; but '\Ve go with a. firm rdianco on an all~ 
seeing, jnst, and merciful God, whom we shall nlways fear and humbly 
endeavour to obey. 

c In the name of all who leave the colony \dth rno, 
f P. RETJF.F. t 

But formal declarations such n.s the nbove oro not in nil instances to bo 
trusted. It is much sa.fcr to cornruro numerous docunll•nts written at dili'crent 
times, Ly different persons, nnll under different circtmlstanccs. For our 
subject this means of information is ns- complete us can be dl',.sired. The 
correspondence of. the emigrants with the Ct1po Government was tho work of 
many individuals a.nd extended over many years. Tho letters are usually 
or great length, bacliy constructed, and badly spelt-the productions, in 
short, of uneducated men i but so uniform is tho vein of thought running 
tlu·ough them all, that there is 11ot the slightest difficulty in condensing 
them into a dozen pages. When analyzed, the statements contained in them 
aro found to consist of two charges, one against tha Imperial Government 
tho other against the agents in South Africa of the London Missionary 
Society. · 

The Imperial Govemment was charged with exp<nting the white inhabitanb 
of the colony, without protection, to robbery and murder by tho blacks; 
with gh·ing credence in every dispu.tc to statements mo.do by interested 
persons in fo.vour of snvngr.s, while refusing to credit the tPstimony, no 
matter how reliable, of colonists of European extraction; with libcrnting the 
slaves in an unjust manner; and genera.lly with such uuduo partiality for 
persons with black skins and savugo hnbits liS tc mnke it preferable tc seck a 
new home in the wildernc:;s than remain under tho English flag. 

The missionaries of the London Society were charged with .nsurping 
authority that should rroporly belong ~~ the civil magistraw; 1\ith mis. 
representing facts; an( with advocating schomo.s directly hostile to the 
progress of civilization and to the obsCrvanoo of order. A11d it was asserted 
that the inflm·ncc of these missionaries was all-powerful nt the Colonial Office 
in London, by which the colony, without a voice in the maungement of its 
affnirs, wn.s then ruled absolutely. 

In support of the cha.rgcs again!:>t tho Imperial Government, the cmit.,rro.nts 
dwelt largely upon the deva.stution of the eo.stern districts by the Knffirs' 
inroad of December, 183·:l, whi<:h WR.B certainly unprovoked by the colonists. 
Yet Lord Glenelg, who wa.• then Sccret-'l'Y of State for the Coloni.,., ju•lified 
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the Knffirs, nnd not only refused to puui!ih them, Lut nctun.l1.Y g:n·~ th(•m u 
h•~t slip of laud inclmlhw tho dense jungles along the li'tsh Htvcr, that 
ha.d long been 1u;t of the ~olonJ:; nod mudc n.o oth.cr }WO~·isiOT_J against the 
recurrence of a. destructive mvaswu thnn n SC'tlCS ot trcat1es wtth o. nnmbcr 
of barbarous chid!J, who lmd no tl'gard for their engagements .. This tWc~t !s 
the most prominent fcnturo in the corn:'SJ'ondence of the emlb'Ttmta; 1t IS 
fairly rcoordcd, and the )an:,:ua.gc Ul\cd in genernl much more modero.te than 
that rmploycd by tho English frontier colonists when relating the SA.tne 
cironnJ~tance. 

Nt~xt stands tho removal of all rcstrniut from the coloured population of 
the colony, '\ithout the protcction· to the whites of C\'CI\ a Ya.gra.ut Act. 
Scvcml of the colonial dirl1:1ions had •~~en for ten or t\vch·e yca.ra overrun by 
fugitives from the Hasnto aud Bt•tshuana countries, who lmd been drh·en 
from their own homes by tl.o trottblcs already recorded. These people were 
usually termed Munt1ltees or Makatces, from the supposition tha.t they were 
all subject. of Ma Ntntisi. Towards tho eiUltern frontiers Kamrs, and aftor 
the war Fin~'~'os, wandered about pm,~tically wherever they chose. In the 
remainder of the colony Hottcntot.o:t, fr(l;e Llacks, and mixed breeds came and 
went as they ph~ased. How is it po~sible, su.id tho farmers, for us to culti· 
vate the ground or breed eutt}e with all these savages and semi·savages 
constantly wakhing for opportunities to plunder us-with no police and uo 
Jaw under which suspicious characters can be arrested and made to account 
for their manner of hviug 1 

Much is said of the reproofs of Sir fienjamin D'Urban by the Secretary of 
Stnte, and, after 1838, of tho dismissal of that Governor. (I) The emigrants 
tl.~ertcd that he wa.s the best Governor tho colony had had aiuce it became 
subject to England; they dwl'lt upon his benevolence, his ability, his strict 
justice, his impartiality to white and black, his efforts to promote oiviJiza. 
tion ; and then they complained, in words more bitwr than aro to be found 
when they referred to any other subject, that the good Governor had been 
reproved, and finally depriV<'d of his office, becouse he had told the plain 
truth, regnrdless of the London Missionary Society, and had endeavoured to 
mete out to black criminals tho samo justice that he would have meted out 
had they been white. There is now no one in South Afrioo who does not 
Bgreo with tl1e emi;::"rnnts in this mutter, Nearly half B century ho.~:~ passed 
away since Sir Benjamin D'Urban was forced into retirement by Lord 
Glenelg ; and during that period the principal m"""urcs which be proposed 
havo been approved of and adopt.d, while the su"""ssors of those mission. 
aries who were his bitter opponents are at present among the strongest 
advocate.s of his system of dMlil1g with tho natives. 
, Sir Benjamin D'Urban rem~incd in South Africa, nfter being deprived of 
office, until the r~vcrsal ol hts policy towards. the natives was admitted by 
most people oven m En~l•nd to have been a mtsll1ke. He did not leave the 
CaRe until April, 1~•6, JU.St after the commencement of the War of the Axe. 
Uoncernm~ the hbornhon of the sh\·os, there is less in this corre$1pondence 

than _one m.1~ht reasonably .elpcct to find. Many scores or pages can be 
exa.mmcd wttllout a_ny alluston whatever to it. Nowhere is there s single 
wo:d to be found m favour of slavery as nn institution ; the view of the 
~rmgrants, \\'lth hardly an exci'!}Jtion, being fairly represented in the follow· 
1~g ~"'.t..f""• taken from a Jette~ of the Yolk~rlltld at Natal to Sir George 
~~pwr. A long .and sad expenence has sttffictcntly con,•mced us of the 
lllJUrJ', Joss, .and ~cnrness of slave labour, so that neither slO.\"Cij' nor the 
ela\'e trarlc wtll ever ~e pernnttcd n:uong \~S.' 

[Th('l tt1h,Kions to the cnmndpntion of slil\'es
1 

nod to shwor,y n~ ttn 
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Institution, will be ·considered by mnny to need some lliO<Iificntiou or 
explanation. The Dutch oven to-day spcal1 of tho emnncipation as 
the real cause of the great exodus; nnd the system of indenture, and 
the treatment of natives generally by the Boors, cannot fairly be 
regarded as warranting the view expressed by Mr. Then! in conncc. 
tion with this letter to Sir George Nnpicr. J 

It is nllc~ed, howc\'cr, that the emancipation, ns it was carried out, WM an 
"'Ct of confisc·atinn. It is stated that most of tho sla.vcs were brought to tl:o 
colony in English ships nnd sold b_y English suhjccts; that wlwn, in 179.\ 
the colony wus invited by En~lislt ofliccrn or high rank to place itself Ul\tlcr 
the protection of Englu.nd, one of tile inducements hclci out wns security in 
slave property; at tho same time t.hoso olllcers warning the colonists that if 
Franco ohtaincd pos.se~'ision she wonl~t liLcrute the :dnvcs. as she had done in 
Martiniqne, thereby ruining this colony as she hnd ruined thnt i~land; thnt 
the English Go\'crnmcnt had rcc<'lltly nnd suddenly chu.ngeU its policy, nnd 
required them to <~onfonn to the chan~e with equal alncrity, whereas they 
were convinced that wadnnl'cmo.ucipation, with securities agtJ.inst vagrancy, 
was the only snfo course. The cmancipn.twn hnd been sudden, and tho 
slaves had been ploced upon • perfect political equa!iti with their former 
proJH'ietors. The missiC'naric~ applauded this as a. noble &nd generous act of 
tho Imperio.} Government, and they Wt'rc told that by everyone in England 
it was so regarded. But at whoso expense WM this noble and generous act 
carried out 1 Agents of the Impcrilll Government had apprni:scd tho slo.vc.s, 
genernlly at less thnn their market value .. Two· fifths of this nppraisement, 
bein~ tho share apportioned to the Cnpe out of the twenty miliion pounds 
sterUng voted by the Imperial Parliament, had then been olfered to tho 
proprietors ns compensation, if they chose to go to London for it, otherwise 
they could only dispCise of their clnims nt a. heavy discount. Thus, iu ~oint 
of fact, only about one·third of the appraised amount had been receiVed. 
To all •lnvo.boldel'8 this had mcnnt a great reduction of wenlth, while!<> 
many of thGSe who were in debt it was cquivolent to the utter deprivation of 
property. 

As regards tho missionnries, n crusndo was organized by some ol 
these worthies, who had themselves married Raffir women, and who 
spared no effort and showed no scruple in btncl<ening tho name of 
colonist. 

The views and interests of the colonists nnd of these men were so difft1tont 
that concord lias hnrdly possiLle. The mi,s.,ionariea desired t.hnt the Lincks 
should be collected together in villages: the colonists wcro unwilling }hat 
they should bo thus witharawn from service, 'Teach them the first step in 
civilization, to labour honestly for their roainteno.ncc, and add to tha.t oral 
instruction in tho doctrines of Christianity,' said the colonists. 'Why 
should they bo debut·tcd. from learning to read and write 1 And as there caR 
only be schools if they aro uronght together in villa~co, why should they not 
be collcotcd together 1' replied the missionaries, 

Thou .eanlo another and n. larger que!1tiou. Dy whom Shonld tho wa.sto 
pln.ces or the land, tire vnst areas which were without other occupants thnn a 
few roving Du5;hmcn, bo peopled 1 • By the white man, • said the colonists ; 
'it is to tho odvautaee of the world in all limo to come that the higher raca. 
ehould axpsmd and be rlominant here; it wo11ld be treason (<) hnlllanity to 
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prevent its growth where it can grow without wron~ to ~th~rsl or to pl~nt a~ 
inferior stock wh~rc the superior can take root and Jlounsh. 'By Afncu.ns, 
s:dd the mhwionn.rics i • this is Afdca.n soil ; and if mission stations arc cstab· 
lishe~l on its dcsQiatc trnct'i, people will bo draw~ to them from. tl~e fnr 
iutcrior, the community will grow rnpidly, th.osc t;nh~htcncd by ClmstUl.mty 
here will drsire in their turn to onli"hten thc1r frtcwls beyond, and thus the 
GosJ•cl t'.!aching- will spread until nil Afrir.o. stretches ont its h~n~s to ~o~.' 
Couplrr! with such arguments, which were constantly used by nllsstonar!Cs 1!1 
the catly part of this century, before their enthusiasm was co~lcd. by .cxpcn
<.'llcc, were calculations that appealed strongly to the c.ommcr<'Jal l!lstm;ts of 

l)e!.plo in England. A do:z('n colotti~l farmers tC'qmrcd s?mcthmg hke a 
IUNlrcd square miles of land for thctr cattle nms; on th1s same gronnd, 

under mL~sionary supervision, thr('c or four hundred f~~ilies of blacks could 
exist; these blacks would shortly n('('d largo qua.ntltws of manufactured 
goods, and thus it wonltl be to tho intl'rcst of trnde to encourage them rather 
than the colonists. 'Already,' said they, 'after only n. few years' tra.inin~, 
many blacks can rE'ad M well or Letter thnn the ordinary colonists, and are 
exhibiting o. decided taste for chilizntion.' 

There was tlms a broad line of demarcation between the colonists and such 
of the missionaries as held these views, and the tendency on each side wn.s to 
mo.ko it still broader. It was deepened into positive antipnthy towtLrds those 
missionaries who, following Dr. Vnnd~1·kemp's example, united thcms,·lvcs in 
marriage with black women, and proclaimed thcmseh·cs the champions of the 
black population against the white. Ercryonc ncqnnintcd with South African 
natives knows how ready they are to please their friends by bringing forward 
charges a~~inst anyone whom those fncnds dislike. Unfortunately, the mis. 
siormrics Vnnderkcmp and Rend were decch·cd into believing o. great number 
of chnrgcs of cruelty made against various colonists, which a little observation 
would ha.vc shown in most instances to be ~oundless; and thcrc1.1pon they 
lodged a.ccusations before the High Conrt of J ustico. In 1811 between seventy 
and ci:;hty such CtlSCS came before the Circuit Court for trial. There was 
hnrdly n family on the frontier of which some rellltivo wns not brout;ht as a 
criminal before the judges to answer ton charge of murder or violent assault. 
Several months were occupied in the trials1 and more than a thousand wit~ 
ness<:s were examined, but in c,·ery imtance the most serious char~es were 
proved to be without foundation. Only o. few com·ictions, ami those of no 
vcr,y ontmgcous crimes, resulted from these prosecutions, which kept the 
ent1rc colony in a ferment until long- after the circuit was closed. 

Thus far ercryone will a.pproYc of the sentiments of one p:11ty or the other 
ae;cotdiug to his sympathy, but in what follows no unprejudiced person who 
•.nil ~·ko th~ trouble to study the matter thorou~hly can acquit tho anti· 
colontal mJssJOnancs of sometlnng moro fuulty than mere error of judgment. 
For years their writin~ teemed with charge3 against tho colonist8 siniilo.r to 
those they hnd brong:ht before the High Court of Justice. These wl'itin"s 
were circulated widely in Europe, where tho voice ot the colonis~ was nc\•;, 
heard, and they created imprt'ssions tJH.•Jb which no refutation made in South 
Africa could ever counteract. The acts, tho lan~~lo.rtc even the written 
petitions of tho colonists, were so distorted in acco~n.; s~nt home thllt these 
accounts cannot now bO read by those who have made themseh·es acquainted 
wit~ the tnt~h without the Ih·c_liost fcelin~s of indignation being excited. 

1.he colomsts h•nrned that m Englund they were regarded as crite~ bar· 
bonnns because they rcfnscd to permit Hottentot herds sln.umin" with 
''ernun, to be seated ~n their front rooms at the time of family pmyer. 0 They 
f~und thcmselv~s p~ctnred ns the ha1·shcst of to.skm:wters, a.~ unfeeling 
VIolators of uut1vc nghts. And of lam years it had become ]lluin to thcro 
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thnt tho views of their opponents were being acted n1><>n at the Colonial 
omcc, while their complaints were wholly disregarded. 

So•cralcnt18os ofdissatisf,lCtion, bcoidcs those above mentioned, contributed 
to the impulse of emigration, but all in • very slight degree. Judgo Cloete, 
itt his 'Five Lectures/ montions the severe punishment inflicted upon tho 
frontier insm·gcnts of 1815 ns one of them; and there is no doubt that it was 
so with some families, though no tmco of it can ho fonnd in tho corrrspon~ 
donee of the emigrants. The substitution in 1827 of tho English for the Dutch 
lang>tago in the colonial courts of law wns certainly generally felt as n 
grievance. Tho alteration in 1813 of the system of land tenure, the redcmp· 
tion in 1825 of the paper currency nt only thirty·six hundredths of its 
nominal value, and the abolition in 1827 of tho courts of la.nddrost and hcem. 
radcn, unquestionably caused much dissntisfnction, though nil of thcso 
m"""ures &l'O now admitted by overyono to hnvo been beneficial. Tho long 
delay in issuing titles to farms, tho co>t of which has been poid to Govern· 
mcut Y••rs before, is mentioned u a grio1·nncc in some of tho declaralions. 

Two parties-men, women, and children-numbering nincty-oight 
in all, pioneered the great trek; of these twcnty·six survived fever and 
fighting, loss of provisions, waggons, and cnUlc, nnd a. long woory 
tramp from Zoutpansberg to Delngoa Bay, and were rescued and taken 
thence to Natal, and two children were carried off by the natives. Tho 
.§_urvivors wore three women with ·their twelve children-seven orphiLil 
children and four youths. Not a single grown ms.n escaped. 

During the winter or 1836 preparations for crnigrntion were bcin~ nHv.lo 
over tho ,..tern and midland districts. Tho Governor was perfectly helpless 
in tho matter. Tho Attorney.Gencml, Mr. A. Oliphant, was consulted by 
the Governor, and gave his opinion that 'it seemed next to an impossibility 
to prevent persons passing out of the colony by lows in forco, or by any which 
could be framed.' On Anll"st 19 Sir Benjamin D'Urban wrote to the Lieu. 
tenant·Governor, Sir Andr1es Stookoostrom, that 'ho could Goo no moons of 
stofping the emigration, except by persnnsion, and attention to the wants 
an< necessities or the farmers. In that direction the Govornor had dono all 
that was in his power, but he could not uct in opposition to 'tho instmctions 
of tho Secretary of State. Sir Andries Stockcnatrom himself, in replying to 
an ncldrcss from the inhabitants of Uitcnhage, stated that 'he WO .. .'i not a.wnro 
of any luw which prevented any or His Majesty' a· subjects from leaving his 
dominions and settling in another country j and such a law, if it did c.xist, 
would Lc tymnnkal nnd oppressive/ \ 

'Ihe st~:ry of the trekkers is one of surpaslling interest, nsd must 
ouEst for them tho sympathy and unbounded admiration or all. 

By tho middle of the ycn.r 1837 there were over one thousand 
waggo11s b~tween the Caledon and Vaal rivers-truly a notable and 
alarming exodus ; and the Boers then began tho work of carving out 
new countries lor themselves. Their history surpasses all fiction in its 
vicissituies, successes, nnd h•agedies. They fought and worked o.nd 
A"bltked, onward, always onward, never returning-on beyond the 
furthermost outposts of civilization • 

. And so the story rolls on, gaining pntho•, but lo•ing no wltit of 
tnlerest from its eternal sameness. '!'hey fought, and worked, and 

2 
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' starved, and <lied for their land of promise, whore they might hop? to 
be alone, like tho simple people of their one Book; whore they ~xght 
never know the hated llt·itish rule; where they might never experxe~xco 
tho forms and trammels, tho restlessness and changes, tho worrxcs, 
tho necessities or benefits, of progressing civilization. Their quarrel 
hod been with tho nbuses and blunders of one Government; but n 
nnrrow e'pericnco moved them to mistrust all but their owxt pastoral, 
pntrinrchnl way, moulded on the records of tho Bible, and to re~m·d 
tho evidences of progress as warnings of coming oppression and cur. 
tnilment of liberty, nnd a dcpnrlure from tho simple nnd ideal way. 
Tho abuses from which they suffered aro no more; the methods which 
were unjust hM·e been abandoned ; the ignorance of the ruler has been 
dispelled; in place of dospolism there is autonomy; justice rules where 
iguornnco and bias sat; libetty where thoro was interference; protec
tion for oppression; progress and civilization have increased as in no 
other epoch; and tho nation ~~nd Government !rom which they severed 
themselves hnvo taken their place in the very forefront of all. But the 
Boor sees with the eyes of sixty years ago I 

Tho idcnl was impossible, the struggle hopeless, the end certain. 
They trel<kcd, and trekked, and trcl<ked again; but tho flag of England 
-emblem of all they hated-wns clos~ by, behind, beside, in front, or 
over th>m ; nnd tho something which they could not fight-the ever· 
nuvnncing tide of civilization-lapped at theirfeet, and slowly, silently, 
nnd for ever blotted out the line where they had written, ''.Chus far ~nd 
no further.' 

The South African Republic hnd been in existence as an independent 
State for twelve years when it renched that condition of insoh·ency 
which appeared to invite, or at least justify, annexation as tho only 
alternative to complete ruin nnd chaos. And there aro very few, even 
among the most uncompromising supporters of the Boers, who seriously 
nttcmpt to show that tho 'l'ransvnnl had 11ny prospect of prolonging its 
existence as an independent State for more than a lew months when 
Sir Theophilus Shepstone annexed it in 1877. Tho following picture 
is from a book published by tho late Allred Aylward, the Fenian, more 
anti-British than tho Boer himself, who wns present nt the time, and 
wrolo his book in order to enlist sympathy !or the 01ovement then 
(1878) organized to obtain & cnnccllo.lion of the annexation. 'l'he value 
of Aylward's testimony would not be lnidy appreciated without some 
e:xplann.tion. 

Sir Bartle .Frere describes him (11nd quotes Scotland Yard authorities, 
who know lum well) as one of the party who murdered the pohccman 
at Manchester, and one of the worst and most activo ol the dynamiting 
Irishmen-a professional agitator, who boasted ol his purpose to pro. 
mote the Transvao.l rebellion. Major Le Caron, too, stated on oath 
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bo£ot•e the P:~rnull Commission thaL money was scnL Ly tho Irish Tic bel 
Societies, through Aylward, to stir up tho Trnnsrnnl rebellion. This 
is what Aylward says : 

All South Africa was for tho moment at rest, with tho exception of tho 
district of Utrecht, where nn old-stnnding g11ovauco with Cctcwayo wa.s tho 
cnuso of some litllc alarm and excitement (i.~., Cctcwnyo's threatened 
invasion). Still, the Transvaal was disturbed throughout ita wholo extent 
by the expectation of some pcwJing change-a chango cmoing from tho 
outside, which had been invttcd hy nn nctivc, discontcttfcd party, chiefly 
forcigncl"S, dwellers in towns, nou-prodnccrs, pln.c(dmntCI'S, deserters, refugees, 
land speculators, 'devdopmcnt.mcn,' nnd pests of Tt·nnsmal society generally, 
who O!Jcnly plcached resistance to thel1H\' 1 refusal to p:ty taxes, ant! contempt 
of the untnrnl nnd guaranteed owners of the country iu which they lh•cd, m 
tho distinctly expressed hope thnt foreign intervention would fill tho country 
with British gold, and conduce to their· own material prosperity, The Boers, 
spread over a. country larger tha.n Franco, wcro stunned into stupor by tho 
dcmonstrntivo loudness of tho pnrty of discontent. In somo districts they 
(tho lloers) were poor, and could not readily pay tho taxes imposed upon them 
by tho wars and roilwny projects of tho Government. Their Yolksmad was 
in Session, but its cvct·y action was paralyzed by tho gloom of irnpcndin~ 
dissolution. 

Tho Republic owed £215,000, which it ltnd no immcdinto means of paying, 
Its creditors were clamorous ; whilst the Executive, tum to which side it 
would, found itself confronted by thrC'ats, rcpron.chcs, accusations of slavery 
and cntolty Lnsed upon hearsay, a.nd which, like the nnnexa.tion that steadily 
approached, could not lJC met, br.cauM neither of them had y~t assumed tho 
cvtdcnccd consistency of uctn•l fuct. Thoro was no public opinion to support 
the Government or to saro tho Hepublic. Tho Boers lived fur apart from 
each other, whilst tho annexationists nnd the party of disorder dwelt, in 
compact communities, in towns and mining villages, Into the midst of thil-1 
confusion-into the Capital of tltis bewildct·cd State-entered Sir Thcophilns 
Shepstono and his staff. He hnd not come to seize the country-he ltnd como 
a.s 'an adviser, as n helper, and ns a friend'; but his advent was o. blight
an incubus which rendered ndditionntly powerless the unfortunate President 
and his Council. The coming of Sir Theophilus Shcpstone vms, to tho minds 
of nearly all, but .. too clearly the forerunner of change. In the .fa.ee of this 
additional whet to the anticipations of the party of disturbance, something 
that has been dcsctibcd as anarchy prevailed. Everyone waited; all fell into 
" stnto of expectation ; no ono attempted to so.vc tho State, or repel the 
dawrcr, At the same timo, there was no a.no.rchy in tho proper sense of tho 
word. Justice sat on her sent; criminals were arrested nnd brought to trial; 
actions at law were heard and determined; and in no one j•lucc, save the gold· 
fields, was authority, oven for • moment, defied. There the aw vindi'"tcd itself 
without ha.ving used violence ar shed one drop of blood. Not one single 
ptlhlic outrage, not one unpunished crime, mnrkcd this pt:dod of suspcmc, 
lvhich is described by partiJ.·.:m \\Titers ns n. time of chaos aud anarchy. 

Peace was granted to Sccococni, and tho quietness and gloom of the country 
became even more profound. 

Now, ho.d a commission, roy.al or joint, 'Lcen opened in Pretoria to inquire 
into tho truth of the allegations made against the Government, history might 
perhaps bo oblo to record that judgment, followed by justice, had overtaken 
the Transvaal. No commiS3ion was opened. There was n banquet nnd o. 
ball. Tho suspense incrcn.sed in intensity. Uudcrstrnppcrs, and agents o( 
Uto discontented faction, filled tho country with rumours of impending 
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nnncxotion, and somctimr..s of impending eon~ucat. Tho Boers, the in
hobit~nto of tho country, Mkcd doy after day what was tho mission of tho 
Engli•h Con>n>issioucr. They visited him in hundreds ; but ho know tho 
wonderful advantngo w be g•thorcd from tho heightening of tho n>yst<ry, 
and the intensifying of the excitement. Ho listened to everyone i but ho 
mniutninQtJ B gloomy ond imptl!i.f.!ivo silence, neither checking tho n..<~pirations 
of tho tLnncxutioni~t.~, nor dis:;ipating tho forcbodin.'(s of the farmers. 

News arrh·cd thnt troops wcro marching towards, nnd mn.ssing on, tho 
hordcr; rumours sprc:td tho.t anncx:u.tion wa.s inovitn.blc. Sir Thcophilus 
sought not to nllo\'iutc tho o.nxietic-s of tho Government, nor to quell the now 
rt!;ing nlnrm omongHt tho jiCople ; he simply sat still and listened, wntehing 
tho writhings nnd stn1~ iugs of the doomed Y olksrand, and awaiting n. 
favouro.ble 1nomcnt to end ita existence. 

At length someone determined to ask: 'w .. it not P""iblo to avert tl!is 
annexation which loomed before C\'Cry mind, brooding like a shadow upon 
tho country J' Ho went to Sir Thcophilus; he n.skcd his question; and at 
length tho ornclo SJloko. Without moving • muscle of his wondc{fully 
impa!tdvc conntennncc, without oven raising his eyes to look o.t the mtcr· 
Joc!ltor, Sir Theophihts colmly mnrmurcd: 'It is too loto !-too !&to I' And 
so, without tho authori1.ntion of the homo Government, without the consent 
of her Majesty's High Comnlissioncr, without the concurrence of the 
Volk•m:w.d, against tho will of thirty·nine-fortieths of tho people, and in 
dcflonco of tho protest of their Executive, as Mr . .Anthony Trollopo puts it, 
Sir 1'heophilns snid : 'Then and from thenceforth tho Tranavoal shall be 
llritish ~roperty I' So ho pnt np the Queen's flag. 

Now, 1t is impo~<iulo to concCJVeanythingmore &dmirobfe for its discretion, 
moro wisely co.lcnlnted o.s to the moment of its occurrence, or mord suavely 
and yet firmly dono than this act. There was not a blow struck, not a shot 
fired; and tho first impulse of ne&rly every person in tho country, whether 
in principle op\•oscd w annoxation or not, was w congratulate Sir Thoophiluo 
Shcj>Stollo on t 10 &kill, tnct, and good fortune with which ho had put •n end 
tot Hl excessive anxiety, the mentAl atrnin, the fears, hopes, and expectations 
by which the whole country was paralyzed. Whether the annexation be now 
held to be rigl1t or wrong, its execution, so far as regards the act itself, was 
an urpamllclcd triumph of tnct, modesty, and firmness. · 

It WllB uot discovered at the moment, and it never entered into any mnn's 
mind to comidcr, tho.t it wo.s tho presence in Pretoria of Sir Thcophilus 
himself tiJnt ho•l created the anxiety, and caused tho parolysi.'l; and that it 
wn.s his arts and presence that had tightened and stntnrr nl into qnivcrin"' 
iuwnsity the mind of tho country, He hod broken the ~pel ; ho had intro~ 
duccd certainty in plaeo of u~ccrtai~ty ; and he 1vas congmtnlated, aM very 

l>roperly so, for tho manner 1n whtch he hod brought to a conchmon his 
1awrdous miS!ion. . 

Sir Thoophilus Sbopstone's despallcbes record his negotiations with 
President Burgers, nnd the arrangement which allowed him to make· 
a formal protest against the annexation, so as to satisfy his Irrccon
cilables, whilst he in reality not only assented to the measure, but even 
assisted the completion of it, and discussed the details with Shepstone 
who in turn had revised President Burgers' ' protest.' ' 

On April 8, 1877, Shepstone bad written to Frere: 

ll!r. Burgers, who ~uul been all a.l~ng, as rar as his eonvers&tion and pro .. 
fcss10ns to wo went, 10 full accord wtth me, h&d suddenly taken alarm; bo 
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made impossible proposals, all of which invoh·col infinite delay, and, of 
course, dangerous agitation. As far as I am concerned, it is impossiblo for 
me to rctrCl\t now, como what may. If I woro to lCl\vo the country, civil wor 
would at onco take ploco, .., tho natives would consider it the sunshino in 
which they could moko hoy in tho Transvaol; tho goldfields oro in o stato of 
rebellion agninst the Tmnsvaol Government, and they oro kept from overt 
acts only by my warnings ond entreaties. 

And eight days later he wrote to Mr. Herbert enclosing his lettor 
under ' flying seal ' to Frere: 

Thoro will bo a protest agninst my act of annexation issued by tho Govern· 
ment, but they will at tho Sllmo timo call upon tho people to submit quietly, 
pending tho issuo ; you need not be disquieted by such action, because it is 
t1oken merely to a.ve appearances, and tho members of tho Governmeot from 
the violence of a faction that scorns for yBnrs to have held PretoriA in terror 
when any act of the Government displeased it. 

You will better undcrstnnd this when I tell you privately that tho Prosidcut 
hos from the first fully acquiesced in tho necessity for tho chango, and that 
most of tho members of the Government have expressed themselves anxious 
for it; bnt none of them ~avo hnd tho courage openly to express their 
opinion•, so I have had to act apparently against them; and this I hove felt 
bound to do, knowing tho state and danger of the country, and thol three• 
fourths of tho people will be thonkfnl for the change when once it is modo. 

Yesterday morning Mr. Burgers came to me to arrange how tho matter 
should be dono. I rCad to him the draft of my Proclamation, and ho pro· 

J posed the alteration of two words only, to wllich I agreed. He brought to 
me a number of conditions which he wished mo to insert, which I have 
accepted and hove embodied in my Proelnmation. He told mo thot ho could 
not help issuing a protest to keep the noisy portion of the people quiet-and 
you will see grounds for this precaution when I tell you that there are only 
half a dozen native constables to represent the power of tho State in Pretoria, 
and a oonsiderable number of tho Boers in tho neighbourhood oro of the 
lowest and most i•norsn~ cla.ss. ~!r. Burgers reed me, too, the draft of his 

fr. otest, a.nd askea rue if I saw any objection to it, or thought it too strong, 
said tbnt it appeared to mo to pledge the people to resist by.and·by, to 

which he replied that it wa.s to tide over tho difficulty of the moment
1 seeing that my support, the troops, were & fortnight's march distant, an<t 

that by tho time the answer to the protest came all desire of opposition would 
have died out. I thcroforo did not persuade him from his frotest. 

You will sec, when the Proclnmation reaches you, that hnvo taken high 
ground. Nothing but annexation will or can save the Stato, and nothing 
else can save South Africa from tho direst consequences. All tho tllinking 
and intelligent people know this, and will be thankful to be delivered from 
the thraldom of petty fnctions, by which they are perpetunlly kept in a state 
of excitement and unrest, because the Government and everything connected 
with it is a thorough sham. 

This arrangement with President Burgers was a most improper 
compromise on both sides. Moreover, Shepstone received the protests 
of the Executive Council and of the Volksraad before he issued his 
proclamation. He had plenty of evidence to show thot even if his 
action wns approved by the majority, the Doers were sufficiently 
divided to demand some delny. Ho knew that the members of the 
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Gover~&. and of the Ra.a.d would not face the responsibility of 
relinquishing the State's independence, although he received ·private 
assurances and entreaties encouraging him to act. He had representa.
tions and deputations from the Boers themselves, sufficient in weight 
and number to warrant his belief that a large proportion of the people 
desired anne~ation. He should not have allowed the 'hedging' tha.t 
was practised at his expense. The Boer leaders were ' between the 
devil and the deep sea.' There can be no doubt whatever that they 
dearly loved and prized their independence, and would have fought 
even then for it had they been in a position to preserve and profit by 
it; but they were not. They dared neither ask for relief at the price 
of annexation, nor reject the proffered relief at the price of continuing 
the hopeless struggle. So they compromised. They took the reliElf, 
they accepted pay of the new Government, and entered a. protest, so a.s 
to put themselves right with the records.and stand well with the un
tamed ones o£ the party. 

The Act of AIUlexation is so generally condemned by the friends 
and sympathizers of tho Boers, and is so persistently quoted by them· 
as the cause of the. Boer War, that it is only right to show clearly 
what the opinion was at that time,; a.nd if it he deemed that overmuch 
space is given to this. matter, the answer is, that it is quoted now as 
the crime which gave rise to the present hatred and mistrust of 
England, and it is !tll-important that the truth should be clear. 

This is what Mr. J. F. Celliers, the pa.triotio editor of the Bo.er 
ne~spaper ·De Volksstem, wrote 1n reviewing the work of the special 
session of the V olksraad, conv;ened to 'lieaJ. with the questions of Loru 

_Carnarvon's Federation Bill, 1,\nd the rescuing of the country fron1 
ruin .and clui.os : ' Dudng the session we have repeatedly lmd occasion 
to comment on the doings of the Raad. These comments have not 
been favourable, and we regret to say that we have found in the 
el()Sing scenes {)f our Legislature no reason to alter our opinions.' 
Then follows a scathing account of the • work done,' in which occur 
such references as : 'With the exception of a couple of members, no 
one had the sense or manliness to go into the question of confederation '; 
and ' The most surprising feature of the whole affair was this-that 
most of the speakers seemed not to have the faintest conception of the 
desperate condition in which the country stood. . : . ' And again, 
under date of March 28 : ' About three months ago we said we would 
·prefer confederation under the British flag if the state of anarchy then 
threatening were to continue. We know that a good and stable 
Government is better than anarchy a.ny day.' 

It is ndte,vorthy that the writer of the above is the same Mr. Celliers 
who, two yea.rs later, wa.s put in gaol by Colonel Lanyon on a. charge 
of sedition, because he attacked the Administratio:r;1. for its. failure to 
keep tho promises niade at the time of a.nnexatio:r;~.. 
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· Three thousand out of eight thousand voters actually sigried petitions 
in favour of annexation. In the Raad, President :Burgers openly 
reproached members for proclaiming in public, and for improper 
reasons, views diametrically opposed to those privately expressed on 
the confederation and annexation questions; and refused to consult 
with three out of fOur members appointed as a deputation to confer 
with him on these subjects, because they had not paid their taxes, and 
had so helped by example, not less than by the actual offence, to cause 
the ruin of the country and the loss of independence. And on March 3 
President Burgers read an address to the Raad, in which the following 
words occur : 

'I. would rather be a policeman under a strong Government than the Pre
sident of such a State. It is you-you members of the Raad and the Boors
who have lost the country, who have sold your independence for a soupe (a 
r'lrink). You have ill-treated tho natives, you have shot them down, you 
have sold them into slavery, and now you have to pay tho penalty.' 

* * * * * * ''\Ve should delude ourselves by entertaining the hope that matters would 
mend by-and-hy. It would only be self.eonceit. I tell you openly, matters 
are as bad as they ever can be ; they cannot be worse. These are bitter 
truths, and people may perhaps turn their hacks on me; b11t then I shall 
have the consolation of having done my duty.' · 

* * * * * * _ ' It is said here this or that man must be released from taxes because tho 
Kaffirs have driven t;hem off their farms, and occupy the latter. By this you 
proclaim to the world that the strongest man· is m?ster here, that the right of 
the strongest obtains here.' [llr. Mare: 'This is not true.'] 'Then it is not 
true what the honourable member, Mr. Breytenbaeh, has told us about the. 
state of the Lyden burg district; then it is not true either what another 
member has said about the farms in Zoutpansberg, which are occupied by 
Kaffirs. Neither is it true, then, what I saw with my own eyes at Lyden-

. burg,. where the burghers had been driven off their farms by the Kaflirs, and 
where Johannes was ploughing anrl sowing 011 the laud of a burgher. Thcso 
aro facts, and th_,. show that t11e strongest man is the master here. The 
fourth point which we have to take into account affects our relations with our 
English neighbours. It is asked, 'What have they got to do with our 
position~ l tell yon, as. much as we have to do with that of our Kalfir neigh
bours. As little as we can allow barbarities among the Kaffirs on our borders, 
as little can they allow that in a State on their borders anarchy and rebellion 
should prevail' · 

* * * * * ~ 
' Do you know what has .recently happened in Turkey 1 Because no 

civilized government was carried on there the Great Powers interfered and 
said, "Thus far, and no J:urther.'' Ailcl if this is done to au ell1llire, will a 
littlo.repuh]ic be excused when it misbehaves!' 

* * * * * * 
'Complain to other Powers, and seck justice there I Yes, thank God,! 

justice is still to be found, even for the most insignificant; but it is precisely 
the justice which will convict ns. If we want justice, we must be in a position 
to ask it with unsullied hands.' 

* * * * * 
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• Whcnco h03 arisen thot urgency to moke an appeal for interference else· 
whcrn t Hos thot appro! been mode only by enemies of tho State! Oh no, 
gentlemen ; it has am'n from real grievonccs. Our peopl? hove degcnernted 
from thoir former position ; th.cy have become demorahzcd i they are not 
what they ought to bo.' 

* * * "'* * * • To day a bill for .£1,100 w03 laid before mo for signahtro; but I would 
sooner hove cut off my right bond than sig~ thot paper, for I havc.not tho 
slightost ground to expect that when thot bill becomes duo there will be a 
penny to pay it with.' 

* * * * * * 
Tho President added, a.nd his statements remained uncontradicted: 
The principal thing which had brought them to their present position "''"' 

that to which they would not give attention. It was not this or that thing 
which impeded their way, but they themselves stopped the way ; and if they 
asked him who.t ):ltcvcntcd the people from remaining independent, he 
answered that tlu.J Republic was itsclfthc obstruction, owing to tho inherent 
incapacity and ~·cnkncss of the people. But whence this weakness 1 W liS it 
because they wore defom1cd! because they were wo1~o than other people ! 
because they were too fCIV and too insignificant to occupy the country! 
Those a1·guments did not •·cigh with him. They wcro not true ; ho did not 
consider th(!m of any importance, The :people were a.s good as an7 other 
people, but they were completely dcmornhzcd ; they had lost faith m God, 
reliance upon themselves, or trust in each other. Hence ho believed th•y 
were inherently wcnk. 

* * .. .. * * 
llo did not believe that a now conRtitution would save them; for liS little 

liS thc.old constitution had brought them to ruin, so little would a new con· 
stitution bring them sah•alion. · 

* * * * * * The Great Powers, with all their greatness, all their thousands of aoldicrs, 
would fall as quickly as this State had fallen, nod even moro quickly, i( 
their citizen• were to do what the citizens of this State had dono; if the 
citizens of England had behaved towards the Crown as tho bur•bcrs of this 
State hM. behaved to their Govemmcnt1 England would never l~ave stood as 
long ns she hnd,. not even as long as this State had stood. This Smte owed 
obligations to other countries; they knew that tho fire which had nearly 
consumed this Stole would, if felt by them, very soon consume them nlso. 

* * * * * * In several of the cities of Holland there were pcoFle who hnd subscriucd 
f?r. only oue dcbcn~urc, hccauso they thought men o their own blood were 
hvmg 111 South .t~fnc~. What was th? conscqucn:c 1 The intcrc~t up to July 
l:tst had been }laid; m January of tlus year £2,2;,0 was due for mtcrcst auJ 
there was not a penny to meet it. ' 

* * .. * * * 
To tnke up arms and fight was nonsense; to draw the sword would be to 

draw the sword against God, for it was God's judgment that the State was in 
the con~ition it \~'11S to·day; and it was theic duty to inquire whether they 
should tmmcrsc m blood the thousands of innocent inhabitants of this 
cou~try; ntld ir so, '~·hat f?r 1 For em idcu.~for something they hnd in 
th~tr heads, but not tn thctr hc:nrt.~; for an mdcpcndence which was not 
pnzcd. Let them make tho best of the situation, and get the !.est tenus 
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they possibly could ; let thorn ngrco to join their hand• to those or their 
brethren in tho south, and then from tho Onpe to the Znmbcsi there would 
be one great people. Y cs, thoro Will! something grand in that-grander oven 
than their idea of a Rcpnblic-somcthing which ministered to their national 
feeling. And would tins be so miserable l Yes; this would be miscroblo for 
those who would not bo under the ]n.,v, for the rebel and revolutionist, but 
welfare nnd prospcl'ity for tho men of law and order. 

* * * * * * They must not underrate their real and many difficultie•. Ho could point 
to the sontlH\'cstcrn border, the Zulu, the goldliehls, o.nd other questions, 
nud show· them tho.t it was their duty to come to an uno.ugcmcnt with tho 
British Government, and to do so in a bold and manly manner. An han. 
member on Saturday IllS! hnd spoken with a fervent patriotism; but he hnd 
failed to appreciate tho reference, because it amounted to this-that they 
must shut t!Jeir eyes to everything, so a.s to keep their indopcntlcnce. 

President Burgers, who left the Transvaal broken·hearted, more by 
the cruel and mco.n intriguing and dissensions nmong, and disloyalty of, 
his own people, which made the annexation possible, than by the Acl 
itself, when dying lc!t a statetnent of the case. It is too long to re· 
produce in its entirety. He shows how the English faction worked for 
annexation, and bow the Dapper party, headed by Kruger, allied them· 
selves with the former in intrigue against the Government, thwarting 
all effort at reform and organization, and encouraging the refusn! to 
pay taxes. He states plainly that this course wos pursued by Kruger 
in order to oust him from power, and secure the Presidency for him· 
self. He ohows how he opposed ' that other element which had. 
formerly worked in secret, viz., British interference, which got a 
strong support from the Boers ihemsel ves, and one of their chief 
lead<Jrs, P. Kruger, who had betrayed me, afror promising mo his 
and his party's support.' He gives the final scene as follows: 

Tho Volksmad had 11ono a1vay, having done nothing but harm, Tho 
members of the Executtvo hnd gone home, &S if all were safe, nnd I snt with· 
a half-now Cabinet and part of an old one, half dischar~col. Yet I made ono 
attempt more, and drafted a letter to Shcpstono, intimating tlmt I would 
oppose the annexation by force of arms, etc. ; and showed this to two mem. 
bm of tho Executive. Tho rcsponso to my ap~cal, howo1·cr, was so weak 
(oue of them being in league with the Engtish) that I bad to abandon tho 
project, and try to prepare for the worst. When, therefore, Shopstonc's 
announcement came-that he could wait no longer, that ho had given us 
time enough to reform, and that ho must issue his proclnmation-1 could do 
no more than advise a protest and an appeal to foreign powers. This having 
been a!l'ced to !Jy my Government, I met Shcpstono in presence of tho 
E~ecubve, and what could bo saved for the country, such as its lo.Db'llttgc, 
its legislature, tho position of its officials, etc., was arrong()d. lleforo issuing 
his proclamation, Shcpstono desired to see copies of both mine nnd tho 
Government protest. This I promised on cond1tion he showed me his pro· 
clamation before publication, to which l1e &!feed. To ono clause I greatly 
objected, and protested-namely, the threat of confiscation of property for 
disobeying the proclamation. I pointed out that this was barbarous, and 
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would be puni~hing B mnn's innocent fo.mily for his nctions. !he c1al~sewlLS 
omitt<d. This is tho origin of the lie tl1nt I helped Shcpstone m drawmg up 
his rroclamation. In justice to ~l"i''tone, I must say thot. I would not 
eon•ulcr an officer of my Oovcrn.mcnt to hnvo 60\cd faithf!•lly 1f ho had n~t 
dono what Shcrstono did · and 1f tho net w"' wrong (whiCh undoubtodly It 
"'n.s), not he, but his Gove'rnmcnt, is to blame for it. 

Messrs. Kruger nnd J orissen left within a month to protest in 
England against the annexation. 

Sir T. Shepstono wrote (May 9) : 'Mr. Pnul Kruger and his collenguo, 
Dr. Jorissen, D.D., the Commission to Europe, leavo to-day. I do not 
think that either of them wishes tho Act of Annexation to be cancelled; 
Dr. Jorisscn certainly docs not.' .And Mr. J. D. Barry, Recorder of 
Kimberley, wrote to Frere (May 15): 'The delegates, Paul Kruger and 
Dr. Joriosen, left Prctorio on tho 8th, and even they do not seem to 
have much faith in their mission. , Dr. J orisscn thinks that the reversal 
of Sir Theophilus's Act would not oudy be impossible, but a great injury 
to the country.' 

It is not necessary to seek hostile testimony to establish the fact 
that the Boers as a whole acquiesced in tho annexation; the foregoing 
quotation from Aylward's book supplies all that is needed-unin· 
tcntionally, perhaps: The Zutu menac&, which Aylward so lightly 
dismisses, WllS a very serious matter; the danger a very real one. It 
hns frequently been asserted by the Boers and their friends that tho 
Zulu trouble was fomented by a section o! the Natal people, and that 
Sir 1'bcophilus Shepstone himself, if be did not openly encourage the 
Zulu King in his threats and eneronehments on the Transvaal, at any 
rate refrained from using his unique influence and power with the 
Zulus in the direction of peace, and that he made a none too scrupulous 
use of the Zulu question when he forced tho annexation of the Transvaal, 
It is stated that, iu tho first place, there was no real danger, and in tho 
next place, if there were, such was Sir Theophilus's power with the 
Zulus th~t he could have averted it; and in support of the first point, 
and in demolition ol Sir T. Shepstone's pro-annexation arguments, the 
following extract from tho latter's despatches is quoted by Aylward nnd " 
othel's: 

ExrnAcr FnoM DtsrATcu, DATED UrnEcnr, TnANSVAAL, 
JANUAl\Y 29, 1878. 

Sir T. Sl~<pslone I<! Sir H. B•lwer. 

Par. 12. 'A) though this qu.,tion has exist<Jd for many years, and the 
settlement of 1~ biLS been loug postponed, yet on no former occasion has it 
a.••snmcd so senous. an aspect or mcludcd so wide an area of territory; nc\·er 
Lcforc has there ex1sted any ba.r to thD fnrmcrs occupying their farms after 
nn nhscnco moro or less temporary, mused by o. tcmpol'o.ry and local sca1·o 
Pmcticnlly, the line of OCCUJlicd furrns bas not hl.'en heretofore nffccted by th~ 
dispute about tho beaconed boundary, but now tho prohibition to these hus 
~ccome absolul:<l b;r Zulu claims and action, l\uin is otaring the fannel'll in 
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tho fnco, and their position is, for the time, worse 11.1ul<:r Her Maj~ty'a GoL'crn-
111<111 than ever it WCUI 11nde~· til< llc]J1<blic.' . 

Had Sir T. Shepstona's power been as groat as represented, it is lair 
to suppose that it would have been exerted, and would hM•o prevailed 
in support of his own administration; but it scorns clear that he could 
do nothing; and as to the reality of the danger, nothing could better 
establi~h th•t than the unpleasant atlmissions in tho foregoing extract 
and tho initill! disasters in the Zulu War a year Inter. Tho Boers' pro· 
tectivo power was not lessened by the annexation-quite otherwise. It 
was supplemented by British money, arms, and soldiers, and tho 
prestige of the British !lag, and yet things happened as above described. 
What would they have been under tho old conditions? 

Tho day before he issued tho proclamation, Sir T. Shopstone sent a 
messenger to Cotewayo, tolling him that the Transvaal would. be under 
Dritish sovereignty, and warning him against aggression in that dirco· 
lion. Cetewayo replied: 'I thank my father Somtscu (Shcpstone) for 
his message. I am glad that he has sent it, bcca\Mo tho Dutch have tire<l 
me out, and I intended to fight with them once, only once, and to drive 
them over tho Vaal. Kahana, you see my impis are gathered. It wns 
to fight the Dutch I called them together. Now I will send them back 
to their houses.' (C. 1883, p. 19.) 

Colonel A. W. Durnford, R.E., in a memorandum of July G, 1877, 
wroto: 

About tllis limo (April 10) Cetcwayo had ma.'!Scd his forces in tlmo corps 
on the borders, and would undoubtedly lm\'C swept tho Tru.nsvaul, nt least up 
to the Yoal River, if not to Pretoria itself, hod tho country not been taken 
over by the English. In my opinion, ho would havo cleol·cd tho country to 
Pt·ctona. 

'I am convinced,' wrote Sir A. Cunyngh~me, Juno 12, from Pretoria, 
'that had this country not been annexed, it would have bean ravaged 
by tho native tribes. Forty square miles of country had been overrun 
by natives, and every house burned, just before the anooxation.' And 
ho wrote again, July 6: 'El'ory day convinces me that unless this 
country had been annexed it would have been a pray to plunder end 
mpine from the natives on its borrler, joined by Secocoeni, Mnpok, nud 
other tribes in the Transvaal. Feeling the infiuenco of the British 
Government, they are now tranquil.' 

So much for the reality of the danger. As to tho causes of it and 
tho alleged responsibility of Naill!, Sir Dartlo Frere, in o. letter to 
Genorll! Ponsonby, made tho following remarl(s: 

Tho fact is, that whilo tho Boer Republic was a rival and somi.hostilo 
poll'cr, it was a Natal wcokness rather to pet tho Zulus"" oue might • tame 
wolf, who only de-voured one's neighbour's sheep. We nlways remonstrated, 
but rather feebly ; and now that both flocks belong to ll.!1 we Ol'O rather 
embarrassed in stoppi11g tho wolrs ravages. 
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Sir B. Frere realized fully the dangers, and gave his te~timo?y as. to 
Boer opinion. On December 15, 1877, he wrote, concermng h1s pohcy 
towards the Zulus: 

Uy great anxiety is, of course, to avoid collision, and l am satisfied 11•.•1 
tho only chance 1 havo of keeping clear of it is to show that l do not fear 1\, 
The Boers are, of course, in a. state of great apprehension, llnd I havo ordered 
thoso of tho two frontier districts of Utrecht and Wakkcrstrom to hold 
themselves in readiness, should I find it necessary to call upon them for 
acti\'O scrviec. 

Sir T. Shepstone also wrote concerning the reality of the danger 
under date December 25: 

The Boers arc still flying, and l think by this time thoro must bo a belt 
of more than a huudrcd miles long .and thirty broad, in wh.ich, with. thr~o 
iusi,.nillca.nt exceptions, there is nothing hut absolute desolation. Tins Will 
giv; your Excellency some idea of the mischief which Cctcwayo's conduct has 
caused. 

And again (April 80, 1878): 

I find that Sccoeocni acts .. a kind of lieutenant to Cewwnyo. Ho receives 
directions from tho Zulu King, and those directions o.ro by Seeococni issued 
to tho various Ilasuto tribes in the Transvaal. 

Sir T. Shopstone rushed the annexation. He plucked the fruit that 
would have fallon. He himself has said that he might have waited 
until the Zulus actun.lly made their threatened murderous raid. That 
might have been lllacchiavolian statecraft, but it would not have been 
humanity; and there was nothing in the attitude of the Boer leaders 
at the time of the annexation which foreshadowed the fierce and 
determined opposition which afterwards developed. The fact seems to 
bo that tho people of the Transvan.l were either in favour of annein
tion, or were overpowered and dazed by the hopelessness of the 
Republic's outlook ; and they passively assented to the action of Sir 
Theophilus Shcpstone and his twenty-five policemen. The Boers were 
quite unable to pay the taxes necessary to self-government and the 
prosecution of the Kaffir wars. The Treasury was empty-save for the 
much-quoted 12s. 6d. The Government £1 bluebacks were selling 
at Is. Civil servants' salaries were months in arrear. The President 
himself-the excitable, unstable, visionary, but truly enlightened and 
pntriotic Burgers-had not only drawn no salary, but had expended 
his private fortune, Md incurred a very heavy liabiliby, in the prosecu
tion of tho unsuccessful Secocoeni war. No amount of ea: po•t facto 
evidence as to the supposed feelings and opinions of the Boers can alter 
a single one of tile very serious facts which, taken together, seemed to 
Sir Theophilus to justify the annexation. But it all comes down to. 
this : If the pllSsive acquiescence in tho annc1ntion coincided stmngely 
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with the Republic's failure to defeat Its enemies and pay its debts, it is 
no whit Jess odd that Lord Carnfll'Von's anxiety for the Republic's 
safety synchronized with his attempt to confederate South Africa. 

The real mistakes of the British Government begnn after the llllnoxa· 
tion. The failure to fulfil promises ; the de\intion from old wnys of 
government ; the appointment of unsuitable officials, who did not 
understand tho people or their language ; the neglect to convene the 
Volksrand, or to hold fresh elections, ns definitely promised; tho 
establishment of personal rule by militot•y men, who treated tho Boers 
with harshness and contempt, and would make no allowance for their 
simple, old-fashioned ways, their deep-seated prejudices, and, if you 
like, their stupid opposition to modem ideas ; these things nnd others 
caused great dissatisfaction, and gave ample material for the nucleus 
of irreconcilables to work with. 

During the occupation period 1\Ir. Kruger took office under tho 
British Government, as also did Dr. Jorissen nnd Chief Justice (then 
Judge) ;jrotze, and indeed all the officia.ls who had protested against tho 
annexation, except Mr. Piot Joubert, who declined to do so, and who, 
II actions be the test and not words, was tho only honest protestant. 
Mr. Kruger retained his office for some time after ho had concerned 
himsolf in the Ropeal agitation, but finally resigned his post on being 
refused an increased romunerntion, for which he had repeatedly applied. 
There Cllll be but little doubt that had this inducement been forthcom· 
ing he would have remained a loya.l British subject. 

The effect of the annexation was to start the wells of plenty bubbling 
-with British gold. The country's debts were paid. Secocoeni and 
Cetowayo would be dea.lt with, and the responsibility for nil things wns 
on other and broader shoulders. With the revival of trade, and the 
removal of responsibilities and burdens, came time to think and to tnll1, 
Tho wave of the magician's wand looked so very simple that the price 
hogan to seem heavy. The eaten bread was forgotten. Tho dnn~ers 
and difficulties that were past were of small account now that they 
tvere past ; and so the men who had remained passive, and recorded 
formal protests when they should have resisted, and taken steps to 
show that they w~re in earnest, began their Repeal agitation. All the 
benefits which the Boers hoped from the annexation had now been 
reaped. Their pressing needs wore relieved. Their debts had been 
paid ; their trade and credit restored ; their enemies were being dca.lt 
with. Repeal would rob them of nona of these; they would, in fact, 
eat their cake and still have it. The Zulu question had been taken up, 
and could not now be left by the Imperial Government to settle itself. 
The. debts discharged for them and the outlays incurred might, it ie 
true, be charged to them. They could not be repaid, of course, for the 
same reason that you cannot get blood from stone; and the amount 
would, therefore, be a N ationlli Debt, which was exactly what they 
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hod been tr~ ing lor years to incur, llJld the condition of their credit 
hnd made it impossible to do. 

'rho causes of discontent before given were serious, but the failure to 
fulfil promises was not <lelibcrntc. Circumstances combined to pre.vcnt 
Sir llartlo Frere from ''isitin~ tho Transvaal, ns intended and promised. 
N.atito wars (Gnil<a nnd Golckn), disagreements betwoe~ tl~e Colonial 
nnd Imperial authorities, the obstructions nnd eventual dismissal of the 
Molteno-Merriman Ministry-the first under Responsible Government 
-Natal and Diamond-fields affairs, and, above all, the Zulu War, nil 
combined to prevent Sir Bartle Frere from fulfilling his obligations to 
settle Transvaal matters. 

In tho meantime two deputations had been sent to England, repre
senting tho Boers' cn.s.e against tl.mlc:"tation. Tho nctiYe party among 
tho lloers, i.e., the Voortreld<er party, the most nnti-Drilish nnd Repub· 
Iicnn, though smnll in itself, bnd now succeeded in completely dominnt· 
ing tho rest of the Boers, and galvanizing them into something like 
national lifo nml cohesion agnin-n result achieved partly by earnest 
persuasion, but largely also by n kind of terrorism. 

Sir Hartle Frere, who mnnnged nt lnst to visit the Transl'aal, in 
April, 1879, hnd eridcnce of this on his journey up, nnd in a despatch 
to Sir l>I. Hichs Beach from Stnndcrton on tho Bth of tbnt month ho 
wrote: 

I "'"" particulal'iy impressed by tho replios of • very fine specimen of a Boer 
of lhc old school. He has been six wcch:s in an English prison. daily expect
ill.~ cxceution n9 n. rebel, nnd ho.d Lcrn wounded Lyall tho enemies against 
whom his countrymen had fought-Euglish, Zulus, Bnsutos, Griqua.s, and 
BuslltllCn. 

'But,' ho Mid, 'that was in the days of my youth and ir.expcricnce. Had 
I kuown then what I know now, 1 would novcr haro fought against the 
English, nud I 'rill nc\·cr tight them a.guin, Old ns I am, I would now glatlly 
t11rn out ngainst tho Zulus, and tako fifty friends of my own, who would 
follow me au)•whcrc i but I tlam not leave tny home till assured it will not bo 
llcstroyctl and my 11ror,crty carried off in my absence by tho men who call mo 
"rcLcl" Lccausc 1 will uot join them o.gainst the Government. My wifc

1 
hwu~ht up like o. ch·ilit:cd womnn in tho Cape Colony, has had th·e times in 
her life to run fl'om tho house and sleep in the Ycid when attacked by Zulus 
1111d lhsutos. Ono of our twclro sons was 11Ssogaicd in sight of our honso 
within tho lnst ten years by a nmmmling party; and in my absence from 
tho hou~c, when it was surround~d by B~<sl\tos, my wife had to fly in tho 
ni~ht hy herself, Jcurliug one child and enrrying another on her back. Sho 
wnlk<!d nearly fifty miles through the Lion'~ V cld, seeing three lions on tho 
wuy, before sho reached a jJlacc of safety. It is not likely that wo should 
forget s11ch thin;!s, uor wish them to ncur j but how can I ]cave her on my 
farm uud ~o to .Zululand when the malcontent leaders thr<'atcu me that if I 
•o they will burn my houso and dril•c off nil my stock 1 Assure me that wo 
fro not to bo deserted by the English Govetnmcnt and left to the mctcy of 
thcso malcontent advcntutcrs, and I and my people will gladly turn out to 
nss.ist Colonel Wood.' 

I find 1/ur.t tMs idea lh1<t the E>'fllls/, Gomnmcnl wUl girc "P tlic Transraal, 
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ae it jfYf"TTterly did tlu Omng6 Free Slate, Ita.~ Ucc1t 1'ntl1Mln'ously propagated, 
and luu taken u, great /wlrl on the mini~< of .lite welt-disposed Boers, and is, I 
belU1:e, mte main CO/I.LSC of reluctance to S1!pport the Got:crnm.ent adivdy. 

T/l,(,y arg1t~ thai, what has been done before 'T'fUlU be done again, and they hat'e 
no feeling of a.'l31<rancc that if they stand by tlte lfnglisl• Ooremnumt to·d4y 
IMIJ will not be l<ft Ui bea'i.tl"' bru1u of file malconkntl' '""'9"'"" wl«n a 
Ji<publi< is "tahlisltcd. 

And ngain on the 9th, from Heidelberg : 

The idea tlu<l we shtJuld someluJW be compelled or ind11eed to abandon 1/U! 
wmtry had tal.:m gr«U !told on tlu minds of "tmtt of tl1e more inlrllif)rnlmt~n 
that 1 met. It lu1s been sedulously written up by a portion of tho South 
African p<·esa, English as well as Dutch. I marked its effect particularly on 
men who said they had como from tho old colony since the onncxlltion, but 
would never have done so had they believed that English rule would bo with
drawn nnd the country left to its former state of anal'chy . •.. 

B•<l tltere i.! ureal practical difficulty in CIJ1lveyiug Ui !M ma.11 of IIUJ l><opl• 
any uua of tht rcalJ>ow<r of Govcrnrrumt. 

H is not possible to pen a more severe and pregnant comment on tho 
niter-policy of En(;lnnd than that suggested by tho itnlicized fines, 
written as they were by England's Plenipotentiary-an idea reported to 
headquarters, not as a feeler, but as a suggestion so absurd that it called 
for no expression of opinion. But he lived to find that it was not too 
absurd to be realized; nnd perhaps, niter o.ll, it was written as n warn
ing, ond the wise and cool-headed old statesman in his inmost soul had 
a premonition of what eventually occurred. 

Sir Bartle Frere met tho Boers in their camp, nnd discussed with 
them their grievances. He informed them that he had no power to 
revoke the annexation, nor would he recommend it, as, in his judgment, 
such & course would be a reversion to chaos and ruin. The Boers 
pressed steadily for nothiilg less than repeaL Sir Bartle Frere re
ported tho historical meeting at Erasmus Farm to Sir ~L Hicl<s Beach: 

April J.l, 1879. 
They were evidently much disappointed .•. , Our meeting scparntcd with 

no more definite decision than that they must report to tho 'people,' and ho 
!,"'idcd by their decision as to what was to be dono. 

If l may judge from tho gentlemon composing the deputation, and othcra 
o£ their class1 whom I have had tho honour of meeting since coming to tho 
Tro.nsva.a.l, the lcu.dcrs are, with few exceptions, men who deserve rc~Pcct and 
re~srd for many valuable and amiable qualities as citizens and subjects .. , , 

'or the results of onr meeting it is impossible at present to say more than 
that it must hove cleared away misconception on all sides. If they hove 
learnt anythin~ ns to tho finality of the act of annexation-that I havo no 
})OWer to undo 1t, nnd do not believe that it wi11 ever be undone, in tho only 
sense in which they will ask it-I havo, on tho other band, been shown tho 
stubbornness of a determination to be content with nothing else, for which I 
was not prepared by iho general testimony of officiaL. who had been lon~or in 
the country, and who professed to believe that the opposition of the Boers 
was mere bluster, and that they hnd not the courago of their professed 
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opinion•. , . , I feel nssttrcd that tho m•jority of tho Committee felt very 
deeply what they believed to ho 0 great national wrong, •, • .' llut my COil· 
\'iction is that tho real malcontont.s aro far from being a lllliJonty of tho whole 
white population, or even of their O\VR class of ~ocr fa~ers. . . 

I have no donut who \over thnt if tho Exocullvo were m a position to assert 
tho supremacy of tho la1v, to put on clfectual stop to the reign of terrorism 
whicl1 exists nt present, the discontented minority would ccs.se to agitate, and 
would soon cca.<ro to feel gl'icvnnccs which o. very brief discussion shows to be 
in tho main scntimen~l; not tho less keenly felt on thnt nocount, but not 
likely to survive tho prosperity ond good ~o1·ernment, with a fair mcllS\lre of 
aclf·govcrnmcut in its train, which nro within their reach under Biit.ish rule. 

And, ngnin, ho wrote to Lady Frere: 
PnETORIA, April20, 18i9. 

My IMt lelt.r hod not been gotto many houM! by the moil express when 
Lnnyon ron into my r•,om to tell me that tho Boer camp was octua!ly broken 
up nud the Doers dispersing. 

I need not tell you !Jo1v thnnkfnl I 1ras, The one thing I dreaded was 
ciril war and bloodshed, nnd had l\ sin~lc malcontent been shot I should have 
oonsiJcrcd it a greater misfortune thun the dooth of a dozen Piet Reticfs or 
Uys, dying like heroes in the field of bnttlo for their country and brethren. 
So you muy imagine how thankful I felt to the Gircr of all good, who hus 
h"lidcd nnd protected us through life. 

I nm to see a. deputation from the Doers' Committee again to-morrow, o.nd 
then I hope we shnll hnvc done with meetings and gric\·ances-for tha present 
"/'hraso which they carefully put into oll references to their brooking up, nnd 
w lich they evidently rnenn. ll1cas clear to m.e tltat it uas not tM annaation 
so much 118 t!UJ mglcd to fulfil tlu pr<»nim and 1M txpcclalilnlS held out by 
Shrpston~ when ll.e took ot'cr the Go-vernment that Juts stirred up tM grw.t ma,s, 
of lite Boers, and givtn a hmvllc to agii<Uors.• 

There it is in B single sen ten co I It was not the annexation which 
caused the wnr; for nino men in every ten admitted that it was 
welcomed nnd justified by considerations of general South African 
policy, or else simply inevitable. No I It wns the fnilurc to fulfil the 
conditions of annexation l 

In 'A Narrative of the Boer War,' Mr. Thomo.s Fortescue Carter 
has given with ndmirnblo skill and impartin.lity a full account of tho 
causes which Jed to tho outbreak. His history is, indeed, so deter· 
minedly just o.s to hn~o met with considernblo disapprovo.l in quarters 
where feelings are hot on either side, and where plain truths are not 
plllntable. ~fr. Carter resided in the country for years before the 
annexation, and went thro~gh the war as correspondent of a well· 
known London daily, and this is his opinion: 

Anyone who knows the acquointance Sir T. Shepstone hod with the Doers 
of the Transvanl, years prior to the nnnexntion1 cannot doubt that, regarded 

1 Severo! of the letters and despatch'"' given in this volume are quoted from 
Mr. Mnrtincau's excellent • Lifo of Sir Bortle Frere,' • portion of which hook 
~·ns lntoly published in cheaper form, under tho title of 'The Transvaal 
Trouble und Ho1v it Arose.' 



IN EARLIER DAYS 

as a friend nn~ almost as one of themselves, no ono better tli:m he couhl hare 
been selected for tho took of ascert&ininn the desires of the people; aud no 
ono who knows Sir T. Shepstono will bc1ieve that he did not take sufficient 
evide,nee to proYe to any m11n thn.t the Boers were anxious to he extricated 
from tho dilemma thoy wo1 .. in, and rev.lly willing at thot time that their 
country should bo annexed. Men who dunng tho Ia to war wore our foes were 
at the timo of the annexation clamouring for it, welcominu ::iir Tlu:oprdlns 
Shepstonc os the deliverer and saviour of the country. I mention Swart I lirk 
Uys, an eminent lloer, who fought against the Engll•h in !880·81, ._, ono 
an10ngst tho hundreds and thousands who went out to meet Sir Theophilus 
Shopstouo with ·palm-brauches in their hands. 

Tho natural aversion of tho pooplo to English n1lo was overcome for the 
moment by their greater aversion to being wiped off the face of the Tmns\'MI 
by the blacks; that was a contingency stnrit1g them in the race, nnd yet not 
even that imminent common danger availed to sccuro unity amongst tlJCm, or 
would rotue men imlividunlly to take upon their shoulders the responsibility 
which rests upon overy member of a State. 

~'he Boer Yolksrnad, after promising to appeal to their constituents on the 
subject of the new constitution pl'oposcd, almost immcdintely pa.qscu • 
nocasuro, which was familiarly styled by tho poop\o the 'Houjou smoellMv.' 
The literal trnnslntion of this term is ' Hold your jaw.' In biief, it \\'liS an 
Act which mndo it high treason for any mnn to discuss tho question of either 
conCcdcration or annexation. 

I como to tho conclusion, then, that the cause of tho annexation was Eng. 
land's historical greed of territory, espcciolly rich territory; and tha~ how· 
ever unworthy tho motivo on the part of the visiting power, tho Boera diu not 
at thnt time receive tho visitor with other feelings than those of 81ltisraction, 
and practicnlly surrendered their country voluntarily and glndly to tho mle 
of a grev.ter power, undor tho impression that Sir Theophilus Shepstono would 
be permitted to carry ou~ and tbnt ho would therefore carry out, the proml<cs 
he mode them. As the programme was opon before them tboy had overytl1i11g 
to gsin nnd nothing to lose, excopt the loss l!l)tlliled by nominnl government 
by the British. No man, whether Boor or Britishcr1 who "'a.s living in tho 
Transvaal, or know the feelings of tho lloers at tho time of annexation, would 
in 1877 have given ony other acoount of tho feeling of tho nntion ; and if I 
have formed too lo1v an opinion of tho motives of English statesmen nt thnt 
time, and am not justified in attributing the annexation to (!'<ed instev.d or 
to tho purer -and nobler desire to protect England 1s colonlcB, or even tim 
Transvaal itself, from tho inroads of aavagcs, then my excuse must be that 
tho failure of England to send out nt that limo • force equal to the task of 

-restraining those s11vngcs ond maintaining pellC01 hilS helped materially to 
lev.d me to the unwnrrnntable conclusion.' · · 

And so came tho war. The history of ii is written that all may 
read; and it is not necessary here to refer at length to the details of 
it. The utterly unjust treatment of Bezuidonhout at Potchefstroom 
was the immediate cause of the outbreak. The armed interference of 
the Potchefstroom burghers with the Imperial offieinls followed on 
December 16, to be in turn succeeded by the battle of Bronkborst 

_ Spruit on the 20th. 

I It is only fair to state that at that time t11c Horne Government believed 
the prestige of tho Imperial authority to be sufficient for all purposes. 
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'fho folio win~ account of the nlfuir is taken from Mr. Carter's book: 
0 

All went well on this day tiU about 2.30 p.m., when tho foUowing was 
about the order of mnrch: Ono mounted infantryman in advance of the main 
hody nc~t tho band; of 1~· company, forty men i of A company, forty men : 
then fullowcd tho qn;1rtcr·gnnrd, thirt('cn men; and provost-escort and 
prisoners, hl'cnty·th'rco meu. Tho remainder of tho force was posted along 
tho 8lJ'itlg of Wl\;.(g0ll!i1 with the eXCCJllion of tho rear-guard Of abollt tWC~ty 
D1Cn which were Mlno distance behind. Colonel Anstruthcr, Capta.ms 
Nai;uo and Elliot, Licutcn11nt Humc, nnd Adjutant Ha.tdson wcro riding j~st 
in front of tho hand, when suddenly Boei'B appeared all round. Tho locahty 
that the n·rrimcnt had reached at tho timewn.s oncwhcro stood scYeral farms, 
o.nd tho t~es surrounding tltesc homesteads afforded cover under which ll 

hostile force could nsscU!blc without being perceived from a distnnce. On the 
d•,ht was o r::ninc '\ith wood in it, and amonbrst that the BOers wcro lying in 
a~bUJ!h. How unexpected was tho appearance of a force of Boers to the 
English may be judged from tho fnct that tho band of the regiment was 
1•lnying at tho limo. Colonel .Anstntthct, immediately he caught sight of 
the enemy on the crest of a slight rise to tho front, cn.llcd n. halt, n.nd the 
order wu.s passed to the rear for tho waggons to close vp. Before this could 
Lo done a mcsscn.'(cr from tho enemy, c..urying a. white flag, eame forward 
1md handed the Colonel n note si~cd. by Piet Joubert, and countersigned by 
othor lloer lcadct•, desiring him to halt where ho was until a reply had been 
received from Sir Owen Lnuyon to tho ultimo.hun the Boers had addressed to 
him, Tho me.o;snge also cont.:J.ined the warning that if the soldiers advanced 
beyond a small atre.m iu front of them, it would be taken as a declaration of 
war. Colonel .Anstrntber, with Conductor Egerton, had ridden out in front 
of the admnced gunrd to meet this flag of truce; after he had rted the 
message, tho bonrer of it informed him verbally th•t two minutes were allowed 
for his decision. Colonel Anstntthcr verbally replied that ho should march 
on to Pretoria, end, to usg: l1is own words, as published iu his despatch 
written just before he died, tM Boer messenger 'said that he would take my 
tnessngo to the Corumandant.Gcncral ; and I asked him to let mo know the 
result, to which ho nodded assent. Almost immediately, however, the 
cn('my's line ndvanced.' 

Whilst this short parley was going on every eiTort was being made in the 
rear to get the wnggous up, but without much ~ood result, because '"hen tho 
Boers opened fire tho rcargnnrd would ho nt lc.,t half o mile behind the 
head of tho column. E\•cn thoflc who were guarding tho·wn."gons had not 
time to join tho main body. When Colonel Anstruther saw

0 

the Boot~ •d· 
vn.ncitl,tr he gave the order to bis men to extend in skirmishing order, but 
before thry could open out to moro than loose files they were met with a 
nmrdcrous volley, and at tho same time Boers on the ri"ht 11nd left flank and 
in tho rear, who bo.d ~I'C'Viously lllCnsUrcd a.nd ruarJ~d o[f tho di~tanCCS 
picked off overy man W1thiu sight. Our men returned the fire as best tho,Y 
could, but in less than ten minutes 120 were either killed or wounded. 
besides a largo proportion of tho oxen in the waggons shot. The officers wh~ 
exposed thcm~cl\'es ~·ere pi~kcd off nlm,ost immediu.~ely by the Boer marksw 
men.. Cap~·un N ntrne, Ltcuteno.nt .M s~,·cenoy, Lteutenant and Adjutant 
Hnrnsou, L1~utcnnnt Hurnc, Deputy· .Assistant Commissary-Gcueml Barter 
Conductor Egerton, Surgeon Wo.rd, were all wounded besides Colonel 
.Anstruther himsl'lf, who was shot in two or three pl11ces. ' 

It was useless to eontt;nd a.gn.inst such odds, and tho c cease fire' wns 
sounded and hnndkcreht~fs wave~ to denote submission. During this 
unoquol struggle, blrs. Smtth, tho mdow of tho bandmaster of the regiment, 
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l\'ho, with thO wifo of Sm·gcant·.Mojor Fox nnd some children, WCI'O ritliug in 
one of the foremost WCLggons1 camo fearlessly up to where the wouwlcd lay, 
and, tcariu~ strips from her clothing, helped tho surgeon to baudag,o the 
wonuds. The scrgcant·mn.jor's wifo was severely wounded, ns was nlso Fox 
himself. There wns no Jnck of heroism during those awful ten minute~, 
whilst men were being shot down like dot,rs. Lieutenu.ut. Harrison wns sLot 
throu?h the hr.ad whilo cheering on his rnon; Lieutenant Hnmc. W!lS C«Jimlly 
copsp1cuous for his coolness. An orderly-room clerk utuncd Mntstro o.nd tho 
Scrgcant.Mastcr-Tnilor Pears q\lictly conccnlcd tho rcg-hncntal colours in a 
";n~gon-box when they saw the danger of them falliug iuto the hands of tho 
enemy; nnd their wo1·k was not in vain, as Conductor Egerton mannAcd 
subsequently to wrap them round his body under his tunic, nnd havin, 
obtained IJcrmission after the fi~ht was over to walk to Prctol'ill fvr mcdica.1 
assista.nctt<, be carried them s.1fely to tho capit.\1, ns well us the disastrous 
news of tho ongn.gcmont. Forty-two miles trtl\'crscd by n woumlcd man on 
foot in eleven hours is in itself a. fcnt worth mentioning, and one tho value o( 
which can only bo really estimated Ly those who know what South African 
roads nro in the rniny seasons. 

As soon O..'i our force snrrcnderitl, Fro.uz Jou1ert, who hnd been in command 
or tho Boc1·~, and who, it is said, fired tho first shot with the exclamation1 
'Wha.t is tho uso of waiting 1' came forward with some of his men, a.ud on 
finding pOOl' Colonel Anstrnthcr SC\'crcly wounded expressed sorrow. 

Whether the affair of Bronkhorst Sprnit can bo called on net of treachery 
on tho pttrt of the Boers is rather n. nico question. Colonel Anstmthcr's 
words-the words of a dyiug rnan-ralbcr go to }ll'o\'C that he was unfairly 
treated, though ho does not say so directly. He was given to undl•rstancl Ly 
the messenger wht') came with tl1o flag of truce that another communication 
would be made to him as soon as his reply to tho rcqncst to lrnlt had been 
reported to tho Boer Commandant. The only reply given him \1'115 'n 
murdcroua volley.' The Boers cannot lay claim to much bravery or supcrt. 
ority (except in numbers} over our soldicl'S in this fight. '!'heirs was a 
delibemtcly·planncd ambush to entrap men who had no ideo that they were 
marching- in nn enemy's country. Broukhorst Spruit engagement is the o11c 
during the whole of the war which does not redound to the credit of the 
Dutch, even if it docs not rellect great discredit upon them. If n reasonable 

· time )md been allowed Colonel Anstruthcr to 0oYc his reply, the 94th could 
not then say, as they do say and will s.y, that they were treacherously 
surpt'iscd. 1 Two minutes' looks, under tho circumstnnccs, very much like 
au idle prctcnco of faiL· dealing to cOYl'r an mtentionnlact of cowardice which 
subsequent conduct could hardly rnlliatc. The Boers say that they had not 
moro men than were marching- mth the 9Hh on that occasion ; that state. 
ment is worth very little, considering the evidence of our ofliccrs, nnd, nLon 
all, the harsh evidence of the' facts thnt tho 04lh 11'115 from ad ranee-guard to 
rcar-gtHLrd practically surrounded and outnumbered in every direction. 

The preparedness of the Boers and the precision of their fire may 
bo gathered from tho testimony of Dr. Crow, of Pretoria, who nttcndcu 
tho wounded, and vouched for nn average of five wounds per mnn. 
Dr. Crow also wrote : · 

B1d as disn..<Jtrons as tho l:ttl) war in tho Ttnlls\·nal had been to Btitish 
prCiltige, thank God those at Bronldwrst Spruit did their duty and died like 
men, n noble example to any nrmy. If any slain hns been cast on tho Briti;h 
flag in tho Trans,·anl, tho gallant 9·1 th ditl all tlmt wn.s possible by their 
deeds at Bronkhor.<t Spruit to obliterate it. · 
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The news of this affair was receivetl with horror, and ihe feeling• 
roused by the details of it have never been allayed.. Ra.ae.batred may 
have its ori!rln in a hundred little incidents, but in the Transva&l there 
were two ~hich undoubtedly, whether justly or otherwise, gave a 
character to the Boers tht bas embittered feeling against them more 
tha.n any whieh had occurrca in generations previous. '!'he second 
&fi'air followed very closely on tho Bronkhorst Spruit engagement
i.e., the infamous murder of Captain Elliot, the only surviving un
wounded officer from Bronkhorst Spruit Captains Elliot o.nd Lambert 
were tnllen prisoners, IUld were offered the choice of two alternatives
either to remain prisoners of war during the hostilities in the Transvo.o.1, 
or to be released on parole d'lumncw on condition tha.t they should 
leave the Transvaal at once, cross into the Free State under escort, o.nd 
not beiU' arms against the Republican Go,·ernment during the war, 
Tho sceond alternative W&l! chosen. They received a.n escor~ a.nd free 
po.ss from Commando.nt-Gcneral Piet Joubed. The following is ex
tracted from Captain Lambert's Repoli to Sir George Colley on 
January 5: 

We started &bout 1 ~.m. from tho Boer camp, passing throu"ll tho town of 
If cidclbcrg. After gomg about si:t to ci,.ht miles, I notice8 wo wero not 
going the right road, 11nd mentioned tho fnct to the ~scort, who said it was 
all right. llaving been 'look-cut' officer in the Tmnsvnal, I knc'v tho 
district well. I was certain we "·ere going wrong, but we had to obey orders • 
.At nightfall we found ourselves nowhere near tho river drift, and were 
ordcN!d to ontspan for the night, and next morning the escort told us they 
would look for the drift. Inspanning &t da ybrcak, we again slal'led, but 
after driving about for some hours across country, I told the escort we 1\'onld 
stop whcro wo 1\'Cro while they went to senrch for the drift. Shortly after 
they returned and said they hnd found it, and we must come, which we did, 
eventually arriving at tho junction ot two rivets (Vaal and Klip), where wo 
found tho Vaal irnpall.'iablo, but a small punt, capable of holding only two 
rasscn~cr5 at most, by which thoy said we must cross. I pointed out that 
at was impossible to g~t my Cllrriage or horses o1·~r by it, and that it \filS not 
tho punt the Gcnernl said we wcro to cross. Th~ escort replied it was to 
Prctorius'a punt that tltc General told them to take us, and "'0 mu~t cross; 
that wo must lC3vc the Cllrringo behind aud swim tl1e horses, which we 
refused to do, liS wo then should hnve had no weans of getting on, l11Skcd 
them to show mo their written instructions; whiclt they ditl (written in 
Dutch), and I pointed out that the Mmo of Pretorius W113 not in it. I then 
told them they must either take ns b11ck to the Boer camp ag11in or on to the 
proper drift. Wo turned back, and after going a few milllS tho escort dis
appeared. Not knowing whcro we were, I Jlroposed to Captain Elliot we 
should so to tho ha.nks of the Yao.l, and follmv the river till wo came to the 
proper punt. After travelling a~l Monday, Tuesday, and up till Wednesday 
Bbout 1 p.m., when we found oursch·cs four hom'S, or twenty· five miles, frcm 
Spencer's runt, we "~>ere suddenly stopped by two nrmed I.lorrs who lumded 
us an officl~llcttcr, which '1\llS opened, and found to be from th~ Secretary to 
the Hcpni.Jlican Go1·ernmcnt, sUiting tlu.t the rnembcts 'llero surprised thnt 
M officers nnd geutlemeD, we had broken om parole d'lumneur and rcf11sed 
to leave the TJ'Unsva.1l ; that if we diu not do so immcdia.tdy hy the nearest 
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drift, which the bcaron would show us, we mlll!t return as priso~cn of \\'llr; 
that as through our ignorance of the language of the countr1 there might bo 
some misunderstanding, they wore loath to think we had 1vilhngly broken our 
promise. We explained th&.t we should reply to the letter, a.ml request them 
to ta.ke it to their Government, and were prepared to go with them 11t once. 
They took us back to a farmhouse, where we were told to ~·ait until they 
fetched their commandant, who orrive.d about 6 p.m., and repeated to us tho 
same that WIIS contained in our letter of thnt d11y. We told him we were 
rendy to explain mattcn, and requested him to Llkc our answer back to 
camp. · He then ordered us to start &t once for tho drift. I asked him, a.s it 
WIIS then gettin~ dark, if we could start enrly next morning, but he refused. 
So lYe started, lie ha\'ing Sllid we should cross "t Spencer's, being closest. 
Ae we left the farmhouse I pointed out to him that v.·c were going in tbe 
wrong direction; but he said, 'Never mind; come on across n drift close nt 
hnnd.' When \re got opposi~ it, · he kept strni:;ht 011 ; I c;11led to him, nnd 
e:~id tha.t this Wll8 \1'ltero we were to cross. His reply 1VIIS, 'Come 011 I' I 
then snid to Capt.a.in Elliot, 'They intend t11kin~ us back to Pretoria,' distant 
eomc forty miles. Suddenly tho escort (wltich had nil nt onco increa.sed from 
t1\·o to dght men, '1\'hich Captain Elliot pointed out to me; and I replied, 
' I suppose they are determined we shall not es~pe, which they need not bo 
afraid of, a.s wo are too koen to get over the border') wheeled shotl' down to 
tho riv~r, stopped, and, pointin" to the banks, snid, 'There is tho drift-
crosal' I drove my horses into the river, when they immedintcly fell; lifted 
thom, and drove on about live or six yards, when .wo fell into a holo. Got 
them out witlt difficulty, and advanced another yard, when we got. stuck 
against a rock. The current \rns now so strong and drift dccf, my cart 1VB8 
turned over on to its aide, and ll'atcr rushed over tho scat. called out to 
the comm&.ndant on the bank t'hnt we were stuck and to send assistance, or 
might we return, to which he replied, ' If you do, we will shoot you.' I then 
tried, bnt failed, to get t he horses to move. Turning to Captain Elliot, who 
\\'liS sitting beside me, I Sllid, 'We must swim for it, ' 11nd asked could he swim, 
to which he replied, 'Y cs.' I said, ' If you can't, I will stick to you, for I 
can.' While we were ttolding this conversation, a \'ollcy from the bank, ten 
or fifteen yards off, was fired into us, the bullets '(lllesin:; through the tent of 
my cart, one of which must have mortally wounded poor Elliot, who only 
uttered the sin~le word 'Oh l' and fell headlong into the river from tho 
carl'ingc. I immediately sprang in after him, but 1\'M swept do1m tho 
ri vcr under the current some yards. On gaining tl1o surface of tho 'll'atcr I 
could sco nothing of- Elliot, but I called out hill name tllico, but rccch·cd 
no reply. Immediately another volley wss fired at me, making the water 
hiss around where tho bullets struck. 1 now struck Ot\l for tho o1•posite 
bank, 1vbich I roochc;d with dilliculty in nbout ten minutes; but liS it 1\'1\S 

deep, black mud, on landing I stuck fast, but eventually reached the top of 
the bank, and rnlt for about two hundred yards under a heavy fire the whole 
while. 

The Boers ~hen inva.ded N at.o.l and took up ~ position on La.ing'a 
Nek, four miles inside the Nnta.l border, from which, on January 2.8, 
Sir George Colley endeavoured to oust tnem with a mounted force of 
'10 men and some 500 men of the 58th Regiment. The position is one 
difficuU enough w climb unencumbered -by military accoutrements, but 
the disposition of the little mounted force covered the approach. By 
5ome unexplo.ined mistake, however, half of the mounted in!nntry 
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charged c.nd carried tho Boer position before the 58th had climbeil the 
bill, but were too wea.k to hold it, and retired, lenving the 58th 
uncovered inn terrible o.sccnt. Dut few of tho cmc.usted men renched 
the top of the hill, a.nd those, led by Colonel Dea.ne, only to bo shot 
down. Of the mounted men, 17 wore llillcd MJd wounded; of tho 
58th, 73 wcro killed and 100 wounded. The result was c.bsolute defeat 
of the British forces. Tho number of Boers enga.ged is uot known, 
but tho force be:hind tho Nck consisted of several thousands, and no 
doubt flo fllir proportion engagcil in the fight. . 

On Fcbrunry 8 General Colley mailD a. demonstration in force on the 
ln;:'ogo Heights. The force consisted of under 300 men, with 4 guns 
nnd 38 mounted mc'l. On the Boer side there were about 1,000 men, 
nnd the fight lasted from morning until after do.rk. It was o. drawn 
fi;::ht, in which both pnrticslcH the battlefield at night. There cc.nnot 
bo any doubt, however, that tho balllnco of advantage was with tho 
Boers, since the loss on tho British sido wus very sDvero: 76 men were 
)dllcd nnd 69 wounded. 

On February 27 came flbjnba, when Sir George Colley designed to 
retrieve his fortunes !lnd strika an effective blow witbou~ tho nid of his 
second-in-command, Sir Evelyn Wood, whom he had sent to bun-y up 
rt!in£orcomcnts. The scaling of tuc mountain at night was a fine per· 
(ormo.nce. Tho neglect to tnlto tho rocket appnratus or moun~ain 
guns, or to fortify the position in any way, or oven to ncqunint the 
members of thG force with the Mturo of the position which they had 
tn.ltcn up in the dark, and the failure to use the bayonet, wero 1he 
principal cnuscs of disaster. Tho Boers attacked in force 11 position 
which should h\'O been absolutely impregnable, . .held as iG was by n 
force of 554 soldiers. Tho Doer force is not known, but probably con· 
sisted of upwards of 1,000 men, since Christaan Joubert after the fight 
o!Tcrcd to take o. por~ion of tho men, numbering, ns he said, some 600, 
to nttnck o. smllli British laager on one of the spurs of tho mounb.in. 
The splendid feat of taking the hilltop, however, wns accomplished by 
o. smllll storming party of loss than 200 men, the balance of the Boer 
forces covering the O.])proach of their comrades by an nccura.te and 
incessant long-range firo. The result, llS is known, was tenible disaster: 
92 !tilled and 134 wounded, o.nd a. number talren prisoners, represented 
the British loss, whilst tho Boers lost 1 kiUed and 5 wounded, No 
attempt hnd been made to occupy positions below the crown .of the hill 
which commanded the approaches, and the Boers wcro nble to creep 
up under good cover from place to place by tho cxcrcisl) of their 
ndmimblo tactics. It is impossible to detra.ct from the performance of 
tho Boers, Md a gltmce at tho position leaves one more nstonishcd 
than ever that a successful nttack could ever ho.Ye been made upon i&, 
Tile Boers displayed on this day the finest £ghting qullliUcs. Tue 
~eneralship o£ theu· fighting Commanclant, Nikola.s SmH, was of the 
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hig-hcsb order. Tho cleverness of the n.tl:tcl<. o.nd the pcrson!U bravery 
. and audacity of tho storming party, nro beyond praise. 

By the time Sir Evolyn Wood. had ranged his forces for ru1 efTccti\'e 
and extended attack on tho Boers, and by the time Sir Fredcriclt 
I~oberts wHh the .command of about 10,000 men had reached South 
Africa, the administration of :r-rr. Gladstone bnd o.wn.kencd to the fnct 
th_a.t the wnr was l\n unjust-not to sny costly-one. An armistice 
was tnrn.nged and peaco wo.s made without another blow. 

The terms of the settlement proposed by tho Libor!U Government 
fitly illustrate the generosity of their motives. They proposed doing 
'simple justice' to the Boers, but nt the so.me time rctnining the 
districts of Lydenburg, 1\fidJell.mrg, Wnltkcrstroom, n.nu Utrecht, not 
to mention handing back Zoutpansberg to the original native occupants, 
So anxious were the Boor leo.ders to effect ll. pcaceiul settlement, so 
fearful were they of the actions of their followers, that when they 

· arranged the long armistice they did not announce to their pll.rty tho 
intentions of tho British Government regnraing the above districts. 
Genern.l Joubert did not communicate to his army the terms of peace, 
but simply stated that a Royo.l Commission was to scU!e everything. 
A month Inter, when some inkling of the terms reached the Boers, n. 
solemn protest n.nd warning w~~os issued, and when tho Roynl Commis· 
sion actually sat, the British representatives were informed that o.ny 
such curtailment of the territories wouM be followed by G resumption 
of hostilities. Needless to say the proposals wero abandoned and tho 
Doers got their wn.y. So ended the war. 

Ingogo has been called a. drawn battle. Bronkhorst Spruit wns-
8\lch 11.8 it was. At Lo.ing's Nek and liiajuLHL tho Doers beat us, as 
Mr. Cartet fairly puts it, 'when they wcro on the top of tho bill and 
wo wore at the bottom, o.nd when we were on the top of the hill and 
they were o.t the bottom.' Tho nnrro.tive of these events is o.bout ns 
humiliating a one ns an Englisbm(Ln can rend, Here and there it Is 
redeemed by the heroic coDduct of individuals in the midst of gcnornl 
disaster. In the smaller afTnirs, such ns tho particularly gallant 
defences of St11nderton, Potchefstroom, and Rustenbcrg, where little 
garrisons held their own with conspicuous ability aud courage, there 
is something to cheer the disheartened reader. Tho def<nce oi PotcheF
stroom by Colonel Winslow should be read in full for BCvcral reasons. 
The siege of Stnndedon witnessed seYora.l acts of vtJour, but, above 
all, that of Hall, the volunteer, who single-handed deliJerntcly engaged 
a; fot·ce of over 800 Boers, drawing theu· fire on him~clt in order to 
warn his comrades of the danger of being cut ofT and 1,o give them a 
chance of escape-a noble net, in which tho gallant fellow achieved his 
object but lost his life. It w11s in Rustenbcrg where Captain Auchinlcd;, 
with nbont seventy men, armed only with rifles, hclJ his laager 11gainst 
hundreds of the enemy, fighting lhy and nigllt for week~, and eventually 
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dro1•o oil the Doers, who were trenching towards his position, .by 
charging at night with from nine to !ourteen of his ~en, and clcanng 
the enemy out o! the trenches with the bayonet. This perlo~ance. he 
repeated three times, himself badly wounded on each occasion. Tho 
impression created on the enemy by these tactics wns such that they 
overcame their desire to get at close quarters with him and Jell him 
severely alone. 

It is not necessary to roler in great detail to the settlement. In effect 
it was that the Doers gained nearly all that they required, but not until 
tho haggling and threatening hnd robbed concessions ol all nppenr.nnce 
ol grace and justice. The natives were referred to in tho conventional 
spirit. The unfortunate loyalists were lelt to take care ol themselves. 
The men who had entered the Tr)lcsvanl, and invested their capital 
and expended their energies there upon the most positive and sacred 
ILSsurances of the British Government that the Queen's authority would 
never be withdrawn-assurances given in public by the Conservath·e 
Government, nnd confirmed by Mr. Glad stone's Government. nssurnnces 
published by Sir Dartle Frere and Sir Garnet Wolseley, who said that 
' as long ns the sun would shine the British flag would fly over the 
Trnnsvanl'-were heartlessly abandoned, their protests were unheeded, 
the compensation allotted to them, namely £1,400.000, wns amended 
by the elimination ol ·tho miliic!!, their representations to Mr. Glad
stone's Government were finally left unanswered-unless it be that the 
sneering relerenee made by that right honourable gentlem•n in tho 
llollSe el Co!lllllons to ' interested contractors and land jobbers' may 
be considered an adequate answer to a protest ns moderate, ns able, ns 
truthful, !Uld ns necessary ns Mr. Gladstone's remark was the reverse. 
In very truth, the position in which the Dritish Premier had placed 
himself through his intemperate speeches in the Midlothian campaign, 
and his subsequent' explaining away,' was an extremely unpleasant 
one. In Opposition, Mr. Gladstone hnd denounced the annexation and 
demanded a repeal. On accession to power he adopted the policy of 
his predecessors, and affirmed that the annQXation could never be 
revoked. On June 8, 1880, he had written to thia effect to Messrs. 
Kruger !Uld Joubert, tho Transvaal deputation. Later on, in answer 
to an appenl that he should allay the apprehensions of the loyalists, 
who feared the results of the Doer agitation, he referred them to this 
very letter ns 11 linn! expression of opinion, and authorized the publica· 
lion of this mes1;age. When, however, peace bad been concluded, and 
tho loyalists, amazed and heartbroken at their threatened desertion 
reminded him of his pledges nnd implored him to respect them, h~ 
answered them in a letter which is surely without parallel in the 
r.ecord of se!l.reapccting Governments. To people who had stoked 
their lives nnd their aU upon pledges given in turn by both Conaerva. 
t.ive and Liberal administrations, desertion wns wholly indclensible; 
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and it must be said th~t Mr. GIMstone's method of deoling with the 
· loyalists' addresses by dexterous 'explaining away' of his pledges only 

added to the bitterness. Dut what answer could be made to a protest 
which reminded the right honourable gentleman of the following 
deliberate and official expre .. ion of his Government's policy? 

In your letter to me (wrote ~Ir. White for the loyalists) yon clnim thnt tho 
langungc of your letter doc:o not justify the description given, With the 
greatest respect I submit thnt it docs, and I will quote the words on wllich I 
and also n•y eollcn0~1cs hnsc the opinion that it docs unequivocally pledge tho 
Government to the non-relinquishment of tho TrnnsvMl. 

The liCluul words of your letter nrc : 
1 Looking at all tho circumstances, both of the Transvaal and tho rest or 

South Africa, and to the neccss;ty of preventing a renewal of the disorders, 
which might lend to disastrous consequences, not only to tho TransvMl, Lut 
to the 1\·hole of South Africa, our j1tdumcnt is tltat dte Queen can'/1.0& be aclL•isccl 
to relinquish the Tt·ansm«l ,· but, con&btcntly with the mnintctmncc of tlmt 

. SO\'Crcignty, we desire that the white inhabitants of the Transvaal should, 
without prejudice to the rest of the population, enjoy tho fullest liberty to 
manage their 1ocalntfa.irs.' 

Hut your letter of tlr• 8th of June not only contained this final and aLsoluto 
announcement of tho policy of };ngland, bnt it .b'tlVO the reasons fol' arriving nt 
it in words which so aptly express the case of the loyalists that I quote them 
in e:rlcnso, They arc as follows: 

'It is undoubtedly matter for much reg•·et that it should, since the annexa
lion, ha.\'o appM.rcd that so large a. number of the population of Dutch origin 
in the Transvaal arc opposed to the 1.\Uucxa.tion of tha.t territory, but it £s 
impossible 110W to C011SU!Cf 1/tat I[IICSlion a$ if itu:ere presented for the jitsttintt, 

"'o have to do with a stat<l of things which has existed for a conHidcrnble 
period, duri11g whU.·h oblif.Jalitms ha1·~ been Mllrad~d, especially, though not 
exelnsin:!ly, to\Vards tho native population, which cannot ba. set a3idc.' 

In your speech in tho House of Commons, on the debate on Mr. Peter 
Rylands' motion condemning tho annexation of the country and the enforce
ment of British sllpremaq in it, which was defeated by a majority of ninety
six, on tho 21st of January- in the current year, you used word:1 of similar 
imJ•ort. You aro reported tn the1'imu of tho 22nd of Jnnusry as saJing: 

'To disapprove the unncxatiou of ll country is one thin~ ; to ab<1ndon thut 
annexation 1s o.nothcr. 'Yilo.tcvcr wo do, we must not blmd ourselves to the 
lcgitimntc consequences of facts. By tho ann~xation of the TransVMl we 
contracted new obligations . ... I must look at the obligntions entailed hy 
the annexation, and if in my opinion, o.nd in the O})inion of many on this silre 
of the ]JOU!iC, Wl'OOR WU.S done by tlte annexation itself, th«J WOUld ti(Jt warra.-Jlt 
us in doh19 fresh, distinct, a.)/d scparal.c wrong by a disrtf)tlTd of the obliyaUun, 
wldcli. lltat cmwxaUon cnlailcd. Th-ese obligations ha\'O been referred to in 
this debate, o.nd have been mentioned ill the eompa.ss of a. single sentence. 
Fh•t, them was tho oVIigation en toiled towards the English and other settlers 

, in the Trnnsva.al, perhaps including n. minority, thouglu very small minority, 
of tho Dutch Boers themselves; secondly, !hero was tho obligation to the 
natirc races i and, thirdly, there was tho obligation we entailed upon our
selves in respect of the responsibility which was already incumbent upon ns, 
and wllich we, by the annexation, largely extended, for the future peace and 
tr"tquillity of South Africa.' 

1~or w~s this all. Tho loyalists pl'occodod to remind him that Lord 
Ktruhcrley, his Secretary of State !or the Colonies, had telegraphed in 



31 

' h ., · tho May, 188[), 'Under no circumstances cun tho Queens nut on.y m_ 
'l'mnsva.al be relinquished,' and h11d confirmed the t~legram m a 
despatch following; and tl111t his lonlship bad also stated Ul tho Hous~ 
of Lorus on M~>y 2.-i, thD.t ' • , , o.ftcr o. careful consideration. of ~ho 
position, we have como to tho conclusion tho.t wo could not relmq~1sh 
'ho Tro.nsvao.l. Nothing could bo more unrortun!\to tha.n unccrt::unty. 
in respect to such o. matter' (llo.nso.rd, cclii., p. 208). 

'Jhc e!Tc.ets of the settlement, £lnd tho exposures in crmneclion with 
it, and the aLtitude of the Imperial Government, were most deplorable. 
No credit WllS gi\·cn by tho Boers to 11. Govemment which beci\D'lc 
llln''llnniwous only niter H was defeated. No feeling but contempt, 
dis;ust, nnd even bntrcd, coulil be entertained by the loyalists for tho 
Government which ho.d so shamelessly deserted them. The scWoment 
hns left its indclihlo mo.rk upon the sentiment of South Afric11. 'l'hc 
wnr, it will generally be nllmittctl, wns a most uufol'tunatc occurrence. 
Only one thing could ha.vc been mora unfortunate, and that was such 
a. settlement ns actuaUy was effected-a settlement which satisfied no 
ono, which outmgcil nil, which threw South Africa into n state of 
boiling discontent. In some quarters the dcfcnts of l\I11j uba [l.nd Lo.ing's 
Nek rankled deeply, yet they were h.ir fights, nnd Time cnn be trusted 
to ruhy tho feelings of those who nre worsted in a. fair fight; but there 
We're other matters which roused n spirit in tho English-spanking 
people of South A£.rica th[l.t had never been known before. 

The former records of tbe Boers, f1wourable D.nd unfavourable, are 
consistent with tho records established in the Wnr of Independence. 
Konc dare belittle the :wh·it which moved them to take up arms ngo.inst 
the greatest Power in the world. Their ignoranco may h&\'O been 
gre11.t, but not so grco.t as to blind them to the fact that they were 
unuertnldng an uu~quo.l contest. It is not possible to sn.y, with due 
regnrd to thdt· records, thnt they arc not a. coumgeous people. lndi
vidunl brnYcry, of tho kind which tnkes uo heed of personal risk, 
reckless heroic dash, they have uot, nor do tlwy pretend to haNe. 
Their systom is entirely otherwise. They do not seek fighting for 
fighting's sake. TIJcy do not like exposing themselves to risk and 
dMger. Their caution nnd their cnrc for personnl safety are such that, 
judged by the stanilnrds of other people's conduct in similar positions, 
they o.ra frequently considered to be wanting in personal courage. It 
scoms almrd thing to say of a people who have produced men like the 
first Bczuidcnhout, who fought and died singlc-ho.ndcd against the 
British troops; men liko Piet ReLief, ns gallant o. mo.n n.s ever walked; 
men like Pict Uys, an example to nll men fot· all time, nnd only one 
o£ many gcnemtions in one family of equally gallant Dutchmen; but 
it would tmly scc111 tlll\t such examples do not occur with such fre. 
qnency among the lloers as among nations with whom they hayc been 
compared. Where they hn\·e been o.ble to choose their owe positions, 
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or where they h:~.ve boon s£imulntocl by prcYious successes, they hnve 
done nil thnt could possibly be asked of them; but their pnrticulnr 
military system docs not conduce to success under circumstnnccs 
where men nre suddenly nnd unexpectedly cnllcd upon to exhibit the 
virtues of discipline, to mnko what to tho individnnl mny nppcnr e. 
useless sacrifice of life, or, in cold blood and in ihe fnce of previous 
defeat, to nttcmpt to retrieve c. lost position. 

The Boer milital'y }lOWCl' bas been called the biggest unpricl1ed 
bubble in tho world. Whether this be so or not-whether the early 
conflicts between the British troops and the Boers in the Cape Colony 
nud Natn.l justify the view thnt the Boers cnnnot tnl'o a. beating and 
como up again-is a mo.tter for those to decide who will give their 
imp11rtial attention to the records. 

Whilst conspicuous pcrsono.l daring among the Boers mn.y not be 
proverbinl, it must bo remembered to their everlasting crcdi~ that they, 
ns did the Southerners in the American Civil Wa..r, robbed the cradle 
11nd the grave to defend their country. Boys who were mere children 
bore rifles very nearly o.s long o.s themselves; old men, who hod surely 
onmcd by a life of hardship and exposure IIJl immunity from such calls, 
jumped on their horses o.nd rode without hesitation and without pro· 
vision to fight for their independence. 

There were, howe\·er, unfortunately, matters connected with the 
wn.r which gave birth to a bitter aml aching a~sire for revenge. Bronk. 
horst Spruit and the murder of Cn.ptnin Elliot were among the enrliest. 
Another was the shooting of Dr. Barbour (who \VS.S killed insto.ntly) 
nnd ~Ir. Walter Dyo.s (wounded) by their escort under circumsto.nccs 
simila.r to those of the Elliot murder, with the exception that in this 
case the prisoners had bean released on !oat and in daylight, nnd wcro 
then shot down. 

But there wereothers, too. There· was the murder of Green in 
Lydenburg, who w11s called to the Boer camp, where he went unarmed 
and in good faith, only to ho.Ye his brnins blown out by the Boer with 
whom be was conversing; there was the public flogging of another 
Englishman by the notorious Abel Erasmus bec11use he was an· English
man nnd bad· British sympathies; IUld there were the \'arious white 
flag incidents. At Ingogo the Boers miscd the white flag, nnd when 
in response to this General Colley ordered the hoisting of a similar 
flag to indicate that it wns seen, n perfect hail of lead was poured on 
the ·position where the General stood; and it was obvious that the 
hoisting of the flag was merely a ruse to ascertain where the General 
and his stn.ff were. There was the ambulance affair on Majuba, when 
the Boers came upon an unarmed party bearing the wounded with the 
red cross flying over tbem, nod after asking who they wore and getting 
a reply, fired a volley into the group, killing Surgeon· :Major Cornish. 
There was tbe siege of Potchefstroom, during which the Boor force 
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under Commandant Cronje were guilty of actions contrary to the 
usages of civilized 1mrlnrc. They are matters of history, and ca~ 
easily bo verified. Reference is made to them elsewhere in th1s 
volume in connection with Commandant Cronje's action on another 
occn.sion. 

And so the wnr left the country, 118 wars will, divided into t~o 
p•rtics, with feelings townrds ench other tbt nre deplorable enongh m 
thctnsclrcs, nnd not easily allayed. The curtain was rnng down, and 
the scene was lost to the view of tho world, but the piny went on all 
the same behind tho curtain, And this is what the new Government 
snid to tho world on August 8, 1881, when they took over tile adminis· 
trntion of the country: 

To nil inhnLit..nl!l, Without exception, we promise the protection of the lAw, 
and nil the privileges attendant thereon. . 

To inhnLitAnts who a.ro not burghers, and do not wish to become such, we 
notify !hut they have tho right to report themselves to the Resident as British 
auhjccts, nccording to Article 28 of tho now settled Convention. But be it 
known hJ nll, thnt nil ordinary rights of propcrty1 trade, und usages, will still 
Lc accorded to everyone, burgher or not. 

We repeat solemnly that our motto is, 'Unity and reconciliution.' 

CHAPTER II 

AFTBR TRB WAll 

IN 1882 Sir Bnrtlo Fr~re wrote, 'I hnvo neYer been able to discover 
any principle in our policy in South Airic~ except that of giving way 
whenever any difficulty or opposition is encountered.' The remark is 
still as true as when it wo.s penned, and South Africa-the 'Grave of 
Reputations,' 1 as it has long been called-must by this time be regarded 
with doubtful emotions by successive Colonial Secretaries. What is it 
about South Africa, one a•ks, that has upset so many men of capacity 
and experience? Who cnn say? Often-most often-it is the neglect 
to thoroughly otudy and know what nrc called the 'local conditions,' 
and to pay duo heed to local experience. Sometimes it is the sub· 
ordination of Stnte policy to party considerations which has ruined the 
Proconsul: witness Sir Bartle Frere, whose decisive action, firm 
character, and wise and statesmanlike policy are now-now that he is 
dead-recognised universally, 118 they have always been in South 
Africa. Perhaps there is something in Africa itself which makes it a 
huge exception to the rules of other lands; the something which ill 

1 Among the first notes which poor Collcy-bravo, wiso, generous and 
unlucky-wroW after tnkin~ offic?, w~ one contai~ing these words: i Whether 
I •• , shall find that Soutn Afma IS to me, as It is said to be in general 
''the grave of all good reputations." remains to be seen.' ' 
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suggested In tho 'rivers without water, flowers without scent, o.nd birus. 
without song': a contrariness which puts the alluvial gold on the top 
of mountain ranges and leaves the volleys barren; which mocked the 
experience of the world, nnd showed the wnterworn gravel deposit to 
be the biggest, richest, deepest, and most reliable gold reef ever known; 
which placed diamonds In such conditions that the greatest living 
authority, who had undertaken a huge journey to report on the 
occurrence, could only say, in the face of a su~cessful wash-up, 'Well, 
there ma;y be diamonds here, but all I can say is they've no right to 
be'; the somethiog which many, many centuries ago prompted the 
old Roman to write, 'Ex Afric~ semper o.liquid novi affert,' and which 
is in the mind of the South African to-day when he says, 1 The impos
sible is o.lways happening in Alrica.' 

There is this to be said for the Gladstone Ministry In 1881 : That, 
haviog decided on a policy of scuttle and abandonment, they did it 
thoroughly, as though they enjoyed it. A feeble vote-catching pro· 
vision, with no security attached, was inserted In the Pretoria Conven
tion relative to the treatment of natives, but no thought or care WIIB 

_ given to the unfortunate British subject who happened to be a white 
man, o.nd to have fought for his Queen and oountry-' The abandon· 
ment was complete, without scruple, without shame. It has been 
written that 'the care and forethought which would be lavished on a 
favourite horse or dog on changing masters were denied to British 
subjects..l>y the British Government.' The iotensily and bitterness of 
the resentment, the wrath and hatred-so much deeper because so 
Impotent-at tha betrayo.l and desertion have left their traces on South 
African feeliog ;·and the opinion of the might and honour of England 
as it may be gleaned In many parts of the Colonies as well as every
where In the Republics, would be o.n unpleasant revelation to those 
who live io undisturbed portions of the Empire, comfortable in the 
belief that to be a British subject carries the old-time magic of ' Civis 
Romanus sum.' 

The Transvaal State, as it was now to be called, was to-established 
haviog had its trade restored, its enemies crushed-lor Secocoeni and 
Cetewayo were both de!eated and broken-and its debts paid or con· 
solidated in the form of a debt to England, repayable when possible. 
For some time not even the Interest on this debt WM paid. 

Numbers of British subjects left the country io disgust and despair. 
Ruined in pocket and broken io spirit, they took what little they could 
realize of their once considerable possessions, and left the country 
where they could no longer live and enjoy the rights of free men. For 
some years the life of a Britishera.mong the Boers wo.s far from happy. 
It is not surprising-indeed, not unnatural-that people unsoftened by 
education and the conditions of civilization, moved by fierce race 

I See Appendi• A for the Cull te•t of the Pretoria Convention, 
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prejudice, and intoxieabl Ly unbroken nod uue~pcctcJ. success, shoulil 
in mn.ny cases mru!O tho nnquishcd fcc) the conqueror's heel: ~be 
position of men of British name or Rj"lllpathies in the country dtst~tets 
wns very serious, and tho injustice done to those who hnd settled stnco 
the annc:mtion, bclicdng thnt they were to Jivo under tho l~ws nnd 
protection of their own Government, wns grnYc iouccd. . 

'The Gonmmcnt or tho caun1rv wns vesteu in a Triumvirate with 
Mr. Stcphanus Johannes I'nuhrs I(ruger as Vice-President during the 
period iuuncdintcl,v following tho Wf\r; but iu V:i82 the old Corm was 
restored o.nd Mr. Kmger w:.~s elected rrcsident, o.n office which he is 
uow holding Cor the third successh·o term.1 . 

Prior to tho war tho populntion of the ~ountry was reckoned by both 
Dutch nnu English authorities to bo about 40,000 souls, the grent 
majority of whom were Dutch. The mcrnol'inl addressed to Loru 
Carnnn·on, dated J nml!Lry. 7, 1878, praying for repcnl of the annexation, 
Wll.S 'signed by 6,5!)1 qunlificd electors out of a possible 8,000,' as is 
explained in the let tel' of the Transvaal delegates to Sir U. Hicl>s·Beach 
dated July 10, 1878. Tho fact, alrcnuy mentioned, that 3,000 electors 
1l!Ld petitioned for tho annexation only mcnns that some of them 
changed their minds under prcssuro or comiction, and helped to swell 
tho number of those who later on petitioned for repeal. The signatories 
to the nbovc memorial wou!U include pmclically all the Dutch electors 
in the country, nnd the remaining 1,•100 or so would probably be tho 
non-Doer party who preferred British rule, nnd could not be coerced 
into si~ing- memorials against it. 'l'heso figuus nrc useful as a check 
upon those now put forward by tho Trans.,.aal GoYemmcnt to combat 
tho assertion that the Uitla.nuers outnumber the Boers. Tiecogni~ing 
the fact that the no~rs !U'e ~ sin[;Ulnrly domestic nnd prolific people, 
one mo.y allow tha.~ they numbered SG,OOO out of the total populntion, 
an cstin1a.te that will be eecn to be extremely liberal. At tho time that 
the above figures wero quoted. by tho Tmnsvnnl delegates, every Boor 
;youth over the age of twenty-one was n qualified votet·, so thnt it would 
seem thM tho qualified Doer ,·oter hnd nn at·cra!Je of one wife and 
4·3 children, a f11ir enough nllownnco in nil conscience. These figures 
should be bomoin mind, for the present Boer population consists of what 
rema.ins of these 35,000 souls and their natural increnso during eighteen 
yenra. Thoro arG other Dutch immib'l'nnls from the Cape Colony nnd 
Free State: these nrc nlicns, who luwe tho invalua.ble qualification of 
hnting Englllild nnd her sons !Uld her ways and her works; but, ns will 
be mD.de clenr wl1cn tho Frnnchiso Lnw is e~plained, the present Boer 
cleetoro.to consists-or, without fl'aud or Cnvouritism, should consist
of the 'possible 8,000' nnd their sons. 

M11.ny o. chrunpion of liberty has lived to enrn the stigmt1. of tyrant, 
aud tbe Boers, who in 1835 ho.d trcl(bd for liberty a.nu freedom from 

~ In Fcbnmy, lS!lB, ho was elected for the fourt11 time, 
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oppressive· rule, a11<l who had fou!(bt for it in 1B80, began now them· 
selves to put in force the principles which they h.1d so stoutly resisted. 
In tho Vollmnnd Session of 1882 tho first of .the measures of exclusion 
wns passed. Tho Franchise, which until then-in accordance with 
Law No.1 of 1876-hnd been g-ranted to nnyono holding property or 
resiuing in tho State, or, failing the property qualification, to anyone 
who had qualified by one year's. rcsidoneo, wns now altered, and Law'· 
No. 7 of 1882 was passed, which provided that aliens could becomo 
naturalized and enfranchised after five yenrs' residence, thus attaining 
the status of the oldest V oot'!rekker. The feeling wns now very strong 
ngo.inst the Annexation Party, as they hnd been called, that is to say, 
the men who had had the courage of their convictions, and had openly 
odvocute<l annexation; and as usual the bitterest persecutors nnd vilifiers 
were found jn the rnnl<s of those who, having secretly supported them 
bofore, had 'become suspect, and had now need to prove their loyo.!ty 
by their zeal. The intention was t~vowed to l<eep the party puro and 
tmdiluted, as it was maintained by many of the Boers thnt former 
proselytes had used their newly-acquired privileges to vote away tho 
independence of the country. The view was not unnatural under tho 
circumstances, and this measure, bud it not been n violation of pledges, 
might hove found defenders nmong impartial persons; but, un
fortunately, it proved to be not so much a stringently defensive measure 
which time and circumstances might induce them to modify, as the 
first step in a policy of absolute and perpetuo.l exclusion. It was the 
first deliberate violation of tho spirit of the scttlcmei1t, an~, o.lthough 
there is'no clause io the Pretoria Convention which it can be said to 
contravene, it was, as Mr. Chamberlain has since styled it,' a violation 
of t.he status quo as it was present to tho minds of her 1\Iajcsty's 
Ministers at tho time tho Convention was negotiated.' But tho 
Gladstone 1\Iinistry, which had paid ao' heavily to get rid of the 
Transvaal question, was certainly n!.t going to reopen it for the sake of 
ho1ding the Boers to the spirit of the settlement. 

Another precaution was taken to keep all the power in the bands ol 
the Boers. Tho various towns which had formerly been entitled to 

·representation ill Parliaiuent wero deprived of this right, and have 
remained disfranchised eYer since Mr. Kruger !cored that tho en
lighteneu thought of tho £owns would hinder the growth of his 
'u.tiono.l policy.' 

It was not too Jato even at this time to hnvo bloodlessly settled the 
Transva.l question: for ever by a fair but thoroughly firm attitude 
tow~rds tho restored Republic. No doubt British Ministers, conscious 
of an act of supremo solf-rcstrniut and magnanimity, believed that 
some reciprocal justice would be cvol,cd. At any rnto, it is possible 
that this was the reason which gui<lctl them, and not continued callous 
indifference to the fate of British suhjects and the future of South 
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Africa. In such case, however, they muet have forgotten' the !a~!~ o! 
the Dutch '-which Andrew Marvell'• couplet bnerecorded-of giVIng 
too little and aeking too much.' The Transvaal Boere are very 
practical people, and no mntter what they may receive or how they get 
it, whether by way of diplomacy or barter or the accident of good luc~ 
or deed ol gilt, they never neglect to press and scheme for more. It ts 
'nn unpleMant feature in the Boer chnl'l)Ctcr, prominent alike in personal 
ond general relotions, begotten, mayhap, of bard life, constant struggl?, 
nnd lock of education and its softening and clevoting inflnenca. It ts 
n lcntnre which is common to all uneducoted peoples. who hove 
suffered grent hardships, nod it will no doubt disappear in time; but it 
is one which boa to be reckoned with ot the present dnyJ nnd one which, 
when recognized at its true mlue, sustnins the contention thRI the 
Boers, in dcnling with those whom they regard as not of them, will 
recognize no right and do no justice unless compelled to do eo. Tho 
considerntions of o nnrrow nod selfish policy are stronger thnn tho 
sense of right and wrong. 

British Ministers nnd tho British people when glowing with ~mildly 
enthusiastic sotisfnction nt their tolerant and Hen generous attitude 
towards a weaker opponent may imagine that they have sown good 
seed which in time will bear nmple fruit; but it is not so. Nothing 
but firmness nnd strict justice will avert a bloody doy of rer.koning. 
Nothing but prompt and effective veto on every attempt to break or 
stretch the spirit of post undertakings will bring it home to the 
Transv(Lill Government that all the give cannot be on the one side and 
all the talco on the other; that they cannot trade for ever on the 
embarrassment of a big Power in dealing with a little one; and that 
they must comport themselves with due regard to their rcsponsibilitiea, 

Ahnost tho first use mode by the Transvaal Government of their 
recovered power wos onQ which hos wrought much mischief to the 
Slate. Tho Triumvirate who ruled the country in 1882 granted 
numbers of concessions, ostensibly for the purpose of opening up 
industries or dc\·eloping mining areas. The rcnl reasons are generally 
considered to hove been personnl, and the result was the crushing of 
budding activities, and the severe discouragement of those who wore 
willing to c'pend capitol ond energies in legitimate worlt. Favouritism 
pure and simplo dictated these grants. It is hardly too much to say 
thnt the system nnd spirit then introduced rule to this day, for although 
the Volksraud hns Iuken definite resolution condemning the principle 
of monopolies nnd contracts conferring preferential rights of any sort, 
the spirit of this resolution is violated whenever tho President and 
Executive deem it fit to do so-witness, for instance, the monopoly 
granted in December, 189a, for the fi'ee importation of produce, which 
is disguised ns a Government agency with n 'commission' to the 
•sent; but it is really a monopoly nod nothing else I 
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Tho Doers were not sntisficu with the Convention o! 1881. They 
desired the removal of the Suzerainty, the cancellation of tho clauses 
referring to nntives, nnd the rcstomtion of the title of the South 
African Republic in lieu of thnt of the TransvAAl Stnto. They olso 
desired (but did not expect to obtain) complete !reedom in regard to 
their e~ternal relations, and they lost no time in trying how far they 
would be allowed to go in the direction of stretching the spirit of the 
Convention. Nothing in that ineffectual 1111d miserable .document is 
clc:t•cr thnn the definition of certain boundaries, nnd the provision thnt 
nb extension shoJI he nllowcrl. This hemming of them in-or shutting 
them up in n lmutl, ns Prcsirlcnt Kmgcr has expressively put it-was 
intensely rcpugn•nt to them. It cut into one of the most deeply· 
rooted habits of the Boer. His method of trek and exp•nsion has 
been-to begin by making small hunting excursions into adjacent 
native territories, to follow up with grazing his cattle there until he 
created in his own mind a right by prescription, and then to establish 
it either by force or else by written agreement, too often imperfectly 
translated. This was oftentimes varied or supplemented by helping 
the weaker of two rival chiefs, and so demolishing the power of a tribe, 
The expulsion of the native followed as a natural result. 

In the Transvaal itself there was, and still is, an immense quantity 
of unoccupied land, and the Boers were quite unable to properly 
control, utilize, and administer their own innmense territory, but 'land 
hunger' is theirs ns a birth curse. The individual cannot benr to see 
the smoke of his neighbour's chimney; he will not cultivate 50 acres, 
but WIU\ts 50,000; the 'nation' wants Africa-no less. They coveted 
Swaziland, Zululand, Bechuanolond, Matabeleland, llfasbonalrmd, and 
Tongaland, al'd set to work by devious methods to establish claims to 
these countries. 

In Bechuano.IIUld they took sides; that is to say, parties o! free
bo.oters !rom the Transvaal took up the cause of certain native chiefs 
against certain others. The London Convention in 1884 disposed of 
this quarrel by fixing the south-western boundaries of the Republic, 
and placing two of the disputing chiefs under the Transvaal, and the 
other two under British protection. Notwithstanding this, however, 

. the new Convention was no sooner signed than the scheming was 
resumed, IL!ld before n year had passed a party of Transvaal Boers, 
several of them now holding high official positions under the Republic, 
raided the territory ol the chiefs in the British Protectorate, 1111d even 
attacked the chief town, Ma!eking. This was followed by a proclama
tion by President Kruger placing the territory under the protection of 
the Republic. Mr. Rhodes, who had already made binnsclf conspicuous 
by his advocacy of holding the highway to tho interior open, was 
instrumental in inducing the Imperial Government to make a deter
mined stand against this. An ultimatum moved the Transvaal 

a 
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Government to withdraw the proclamation and forced tho Boers to 
Jenvo tho countrt-only, howoYor, when and bocnuso tho demand was 
backed by tho\\ arron expedition at a cost of over a million and a half 
to tho British taxpayer I This expedition wns sent by Mr. Gladstone, 
the Boer bcncfnctor-notwithstnntling all his anxiety to prove tho 
Transvaal settlement a ~ood one I The oct ion of the Tmnsmo.l, and the 
most brutal murder of Mr. Bethell by the individuals above referred to 
as boldiu~ high official positions under the Republic, gave indications 
of tho bent of tho Boor authorities which people in South Africa did 
not fail to tnko nolo of. Bethell had been wounded in tho invasion 
of tho territory by tho Boers, nnd as he Iny helpless tho 'prominent 
Transvaal official' cnmo up and, seeing a repenting rifle lying beside 
him, nsltcd him to show them how it worked. Ho did ••• and the 
'prominent official ' Inking it up under pretext of examining it shot 
Bethell dead with his own weapon. 

In Zululnnd similar toctics were resorted to by the Republic. 
TrnnS\•aal Boers invaded Zululand and (1884) took up tho cause of 
Dinizulp, n son of the dcnd Cctewnyo, and established him as king, 
upsetting Sir Garnet Wolsclcy's settlement. Thoy then proceeded to 
seize the country, but the British Government intervening at this point, 
rescued some two. thirds for the Zulus. A g!.nce at tho map will show 
thnt the intention of the Boers was to get to the sen, and also that 
tho unlucky Zulus, who had been broken by the British Government
and very rightly too-bccnuso they were a monaco to the Transvnnl, 
even moro than to Nato.!, wero now deprived of tho pick of their 
country, plundered nnd harried by the very people who hnd been at 
their mercy until thB Imperio.! Government. stepped in. It is very 
poteworthy that, with tho splendid exception of the Iion·hearted Piet 
Uys and his sons, who fought and died (father and one son) in the 
Zulu war side by sido with the Dritishers whom he wns keenly opposing 
on the annexation question, none of tho Boere came forward to help 
in the Seoocoeni or Zulu wars, o.lthough these wars were undertaken 
tho one entirely, and the other mainly, on their account. But a great 
many were ready to rrud and mmex as soon as the Zulu power was 
brol<en. 

Swaziland became in turn tho object of tho Boer Government's 
attentions. First, grazing concessions were obtained; and next, other 
concessions for the collection of Customs and Revenue dues, for tele· 
graphs, railways, banking, surveying, and goodness only knows what. 
One individual applied for and obtained a concession for the balance 
of ungranted eoncessions, and another applied for a grant ol the Chief 
Justiceship. What chance the unfortunnto native hnd in such a con. 
dltion ?f things can be imagined. Tho Transvaal bought up all the 
~onces~1ons neCBssar! to make goven:ment of the country absolutely 
llllposS!ble, except mth the1r co·oper•llon, Tho seoret service fund of 
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tho RepubUc provided menns lor making the representatives of the 
Swazi notion see things in a rci\Sounblo light, so that when the time 
come to investigate tho title to concessions and to nrrnn~o lor tho 
future administration of the country tho result was a foregone con. 
elusion. The judge appointed by the Imperial Government on iho 
Special Joint Commission to inquire into the concessions and matters 
in general let some light on the manner in which these concessions 
were acquired and granted, by pertinent questions to tho concessionaires 
and interpreters. He asked, for instanee, ' Do you swear that you 
interpreted this document verbatim to tho Icing ?'-• Yes.' • Will you 
kindly tell to the Court what is tho Kafllr lor "ad valorem duties" 
and "et cetera, et cetera, et cetera," or how you interpreted anti 
explained the significnnce of the " survey,'' 11 mint," "revenue," o.nd 
"township" cone~ssions ?' 

The pictare of the obese nnd dt·uulwn chief sut•roundcd by fawning 
harpies was a shameful and disgusting one. Ono example is sufficient 

, to show how the thing wns done. A co!Wessiou for gambling was 
applied for. The man who interpreted knew a smattering of • kitehen ' 
Kafllr, aud his rendering of the • monopoly lot• billiards, card playing, 
lotteries, and games of chance' was that ho alone shoulu be allowed to 
• tchia 1na-ball (hit the balls), hlala ma-paper {play the papers), and 
tala eonki mali (and take all the money).' The poor drunken king 
nodded sleepily to the first two clauses, but to the bald proposition of 
taking all the money, which he co!tlil understand, he violently objected. 
The concession wns, however, subsequently granted on the rept•esontn· 
lions of a more tactful interpreter. 
··A very flagrant breach of the spil'it of the London Convention, and a 
very daring attempt at land-grabbing, wns tho proposed last will and 
testament of the Swazi King Umbaurlinc, which provided that tho 
governing powers should be ~signed to Mr. Kruger as executor of tho 
King and trustee and administrator of the country. His project wns 
defeated; but the aim of the Doer Govemmcnt was ultimately achieved, 
nevertheless, nnd Swaziland has now been handed over to tho control 
of tho Republic in spite of the prayers nnd protestations of tho Swazis 
themselves, who hnd proved in tho post with very practical results to 
be useful, ready and loyal allies of the Drithh Government. 

While Swaziland was beil>g entoiletl tho 1'ransvnal Government 
were not idle elsewhere. Malabcloland was looked upon ns the heritage 
of the Boer, because of the 'old fric11dship' with the lllatabclc-whom 
they hau driven out ol their country, now tho 'fmnsi'Ml; and Masbono. 
lnnd wns theirs bccnuso it was their ancient hunting-ground. That tho 
Boers did not abandon their old schemes merely bccnuso tkey had 
agreed by treaty to do so is shown by a letter which was found at Lo 
Bengnla's kraal by Mr. F. Thompson when he went up to negotiate for 
1\Ir, Rhodes. Tho stealthy grovelling of tho Commnndnnt-GcncraJ 
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before n savage native chief, tho llJletuous phraseology, the hypo· 
critical assurances of an undying friendship between Boer ~nd _Matabele 
so long as there are living one of each race, throw a lund hgbt upon 
the conduct of Doer diplomacy with native tribes, and explnm much of 
tho inorndicable fear and distrust which nrc felt on tho native side in 
all dealings with the aggressive Doer. The letter rends: 

~L\J:rco, 
TuE Soum ArmcA~ RErunur, 

)larch 9, 1882. 

To 1/u; Great flu/a th• Chi'/ !A B'".1"'"· tlu; son of Umzi/ ikalsc, lite !JI'"a 
Ki119 of t/u; Jlc<tabili Nati01t. 

GREAT Ruum, 
When this letter t®ehes you, then yon will know that it comes from 

a mrm who very much dciiircs to visit you, but who, being a man of tho 
pcoplo, ('annot get loose to make such o. long journey. Therefore he must 
now he sntisfi('d with writing a. letter to carry his rc~anls to the son of tho 
Into King of tho MatalJclc, our old fdcud Urm:ilikatsc. When I say tha.t I 
desire to sec you, it is not to nsk for nnything, Lnt to talk of something, and 
to tell Lo Bcngula of the nlfuirs and things of the world, because I know 
that there ara many psoplc "ho talk unrt tell uuout these n1atters, wllilst 
there a.re hut few wlu,., tell tltc· t.ruth. Now, when o. man hears o. thing 
wroug, it is worse thau if he l111d never heard it a.t nll. Now, I know that 
I..o llengulB Ju1s hcn.rd some things wrongly, and for this rco.son would I tell 
llim tho rca.l truth. Now, you must hJ.YO heard that the Euglish-or, ns 
thoy are better known, the Eu~lishmcn-took away our country, the Trans· 
vnal, or, as they sny, annexed it, \Vc then talked nicely for four years, and 
begged for our country. Hut uo; when an Englishman once hi.I.S your 
J>ropcrty iu his hand, then he is like a monkey that hns its hands full of 
pumpkin-seeds-if you don't bent him to dcnth he will never let go-and 
then all our nice talk for four ycnro did not help us nt nil. Then the English 
commenced to arr<'st us because we were dissatisfied, and that ca.used the 
shooting and fighting. Then the English first found that it would be better 
to ,l;ivc us buck our country. Now they arc gone, n.nd our country is free, 
and we will now once morG lh·c in fricuclship with Lo Bengula, as we lived 
in fricnd~hip with Umzilikatse, and such must bo our friendship, that so 
long c.s there is ono Boer n.nd one Mntn.Lele Jiving. these two must remain 
friends. On this ncconnt do I wish to ~coLo Bcll.!.,"'lla, nnd if I may live so 
lon~. and the cotu1try hero become altogether settlctl, and tlu: sUnk which thr
Enylish brought is lirst l1lown away o.ltog()thcr, then I will still ride so far to 
reach Lo llengnla, nnd if he still ha.s this letter, then he will hear the words 
from tho month of the man who 1.10w must_spcak wilh tl1e pen upon paper, 
and who, therefore, cnnuot so cnstly tell Jum cvcrythin(l', The man is 11 
brothex's child of the thrco brothel~ that formcrly-no~v thirty-two years 
ago-were at Um:dlikntsc's, nnd then tnurlc tho pc.'\cc with him which holds 
to this day. He still rcmomuers well when the lirst Boers, ~'rnnz Joubert 
Jnnn Joubert, and Pictcr Joubert, came there, a.nd when they made th~ 
ponce whereby Umzilikntse could lire at peace nnd the Boers n!J;o and tho 
renee which is so strong- that the vile evil-doers were never able to destroy it 
and nc\·er shall be nblc to destroy it as long "' there shall be one Boer that 
live;:~ and Lo Bengul.l also lin•:;~, 

Nmy I wis_h to S('Jld Mmdl.iu~ t.o giw~ ~~·l lkngul:t :t present :~.sa token of 
our fneudshtp. I send for Lo llcngulo wxth the seutlcman who will bring 
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him this letter a blanket and a handkerchief for !JiB great wife, who is tho 
mother of all tho Matabcle notion, I ~;11 one doy como to seo their friend. 
ahip. The gentleman who brings the letter will tell you nbout nil the work 
which I hn~•e to do here. Some bnd people have incited Kolahing, nnd so ho 
thought he wonld make fortifications nnd fight with us, but he got fright· 
oncd, and saw that he would ho killed, therefore I mnde him brenk down tho 
fortillca.tions nnd p:tck o.ll the stone~ in one heap, and he had then to pay 
5,000 cattle and 4,000 sheep and goats for his wickedness. Now there 19 

another chief, Gatsizibc-hc came upon our land nnd killed three 1''"\'Je.ullll 
plundered them-he must also tm.y a fine, or else wo will puni.'>h tim or 
shoot )lim, hccausc we will have peace in our country. Now grcctiug~, grent 
Chief Lo Dcll6'11b, from tho Commn.tHlant-Gcncrn.l of tho South Al'l'icau 
HctntlJlic fo1· the Government and AUministrntion. 

P. J. JutinBJrr. 

A big trek (tho Bnnj~iland trek) was organized in 1890 and 1601 by 
General Joubert and his relatives anu supporters to occupy a portion 
of the territory already proclaimed as under British protection and tho 
administration of 1he Chartered Company. The treltkers were turned 
back at Rhodes's D1·ilt, stopped by the firmness nnd courage nnd tact 
of Dr. Jameson, who met them alone and unarmed ; and nlst1 by the 
proclamation of President J{ruger, to whom it hnd been plainly inti· 
mated that tho invasion would be forcibly resisted and would inevitably 
provoke war. The matter had gone so far that tho otliccs of the 
Republic of Banjai had already been allotted. The President's pro· 
clumation, instead of being regarded as the barest fulfilment of his 
obligations-very grudgingly dono under pressure of threats-was 

. vaunted as an act of supreme magnanimity and generosity, and was 
·. used in tho bargaining for the cession of Swaziland. 

In 'rongnlnnd Boer emissaries were not idle; but they failed, owing 
to the !act that the Tonga Queen Regent, Zambili, a really fine speci· 
men of the samge ruler, would have nothing to do with any Power but 
England, whose suzerainty she accepted in 1887. Doing shut otT hero, 
tho Door Government made another bid for seaward extension, and, 
through their emisS>rics, obtnined certain l'ights from two petty chiefs, 
Zambnnn and Umbegesa, whom they represented as independent l<ings; 
but Lord Itoscbery llllnexed their territories in 1804, and so put a final 
stop to the Transvaal schemes to evade the Con notion by intrigue with 
neighbouring native tribes. 

Nothing cun better illustrate the Boers' deliberuto evasion of their 
treaty obligations than t~cir conduct in.these muttol's. T~o Pretoria 
Convention defined the •rransmul boundaries and acknowledged tho 
independence of the Swazis, and yet t~e British Government's delay in 
consenting to the annexation of Swaziland by tho 11epublic was re
garded for years as an intolerable grievance, and was proclaimed as 
such so insistently that nearly all South Africa came at lust to so 
l'cgnrd it. -

'rho Boors' consent to the Chartered Compun~··s occupation of 
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Mnshonaland was looked upon as something calling for a quillJlrO quo, 
and the annexation o! Znmbnan's land is now rcgm·dcd ns nn infamous 
net of piracy by England, and nn infringement of tho llcpublic's rights, 
which tho Dutch papers denounce most vehemently. Tho Doer 
Government mndo it clear, not less in their purely internal policy tl~nn 
in thcso m11lters of extensions o! territory, tho.t they intended pursumg 
n lino o! their own. 

In 1882, tho property known as • ~foodics,' consisting of n numucr 
o! !arms bcnl'ing indications of go!J, wns thrown open to prospectors. 
'l'ho farms hnd been allotted to Mr. G. Piggott Moodie when hn "'"' 
Sun·c~·or·Gcneral, in lieu o! salary which the Republic was lmnhlc to 
pay. This wns the beginning o! tho prospecting em which opcn<'d up 
l>o Knnp, Witwatersrand, and other fields; but it was a small begin· 
ning, nnd for some timo nothing worth mentioning WM discovcl'rd. 
'l'ho Republic was ngnin in a bad wny, nnd drifting bncl<wnrds after its 
fi1·st spurt. Tho greatest uncertainty prcvnilccl amongst prospectors as 
to thdr titles, for in Lydcuburg, nt Pilgrim's Rest, and on tho Dcvil's 
Knntoor, concessions bad been granted over the beads of the miners nt 
worl1 on their claims, and they had been turned off for tho benefit of 
men who contributed in no way to the welfare and prosperity o! the 
State. It has been stated in the Volltsrnnd thnl not one o! those con. 
ccssionnircs hns o\'en paid the dues nnd rents, or complied with tho 
other conditions stipulated in the contracts. Mn11y of the minors loft 
the country in disgust. The Lydenburg district was prncticully Ioclred 
up for fourteen yearsowingtothe concession policy, and has only lately 
been partly released !rom the bonds of monopoly. 

In ISS! Ucssrs. Kruger and Smit proceeded to Europe to endeavour 
to raise funds, which wero badly needed, nnd also to obtain some 
modifications of tho Convention. The attempt to raise funds through 
the parties in llollanJ to whom the railway concession hnd just been 
granted !ailed, but the delegates were more !ortnnalo in their other 
negotiations. They nc~otiatcd tho London Convention which fixed 
certain hitherto undefined boununries ; and in that document no 
ro!ercnco "'"" made to tho suzerainty o! Great Britain. ~'bey also 
secured the consent o! tho British Government to tho alteration of the 
title o! the country. Instead of Trans\'o.al State it became once more 
the • South Alricnn Republic.'' During this visit there occurred an 

I For fnl! text or London Coa\"cntion, sco Appcll<liX 13 (July, 1~09). A 
\'cry c:xtetJslve correspon(lcncc hns passed on the subject of the suzcraiuty. 
The 'l'rnuS\'IUll Govcrumcut now construe the omission of the PrcamLlc to the 
1881 Convcnti~n as .tho result of an n&rrecmcnt to o.boli~h tho suzerainty. 
Mr. Chambcrltun t~omts out that tho London Convention contains spccilic 
and not im\•licd amendments of tho Pretoria Convention; that tho direct 
request for n Jolition or tho suzcrnint;r was refused by Lord Derby; that the 
prcnmblo os tho fundnmental declaratiOn must bo doomed to bo in force· and 
tbnt if not, the same rroson which >J adduced ngninst the continued exis'tcnce 
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incident which provides the answer to Mr. Kruger's olt-loo oft
repeated remark that 'the Uitlnndcrs were never asked to settle in the 
Transvaal, and nrc not wanted there.' Messrs. Kruger and Smit were 
staying at the Albemarle Hotel, where they found themselves, alter 
some weeks' deby, in the uncomfortable position of being unt~blo to 
pay their hotel bill. In their extremity they applied to ono Baron 
Grant, nt that time n bright particular star in the Stock Exchange 
firmament. Baron Grant was largely interested in the go!U conces· 
sions of Lydenburg, and ho was willing to assist, but on terms. And 
the qui<lpro quo which he asked was some public assurance of good· 
will, protection, and encouragement to British settlers in the '£mnsvnnl. 
Mr. Kruge1· responded on behalf of tho Republic by publishing in the 
London press the cordiul invitation nnd welcome nnd the promise of 
rights and protection to all who would come, so frequently quoted 
against him of lnte. 

By this time Moodies had attracted a fair number of people, and 
tho prospects of tho country began, for the first time with some 
show of reason, to look brighter. No results were felt, however, and 
the condition of tho Government officials was deplorable. Smuggling 
was carried on systcmntically; in many cases ofllcinls ' stood in ' with 
smugglers. They were obliged either to do thut or to enforce the laws 
properly and get what they could by seizing contraband goods. There 
were two objections to tho latter course, however. One wns that tho 
country wns large nnd detection difficult with men who were both 
daring and resourceful; and the other was that tbe otlicinls were 
not sure of receiving their share of tho spoil from n Government so 
bard pressed as this one was, and whose higher otlicials also hnd 
difficulties about payment of salaries. In many cases salaries were 
six months in arrear; and other cases coulcl be quoted of officials 
whose house-rent alone amounted to more than their nominal re
muneration. Yet they continued to Jive, nnd it was not dinicult to 
surmise how. Another si~r1ificant !net was that goods subject to 
heavy duties-such as spirits, hnms, ctc.~could be bought at- any 
store at a price which was less than ori~innl cost plus carrin~e and 
duty. Smuggling wns a very palpable fact, and~quoth tho public and 
the ofticials-a very convenient and even necessary evil. 

The principle on which the Customs officials conducted the business 
of their office was observecl by other officials of tho Republic, and in 
one department, at least, the abuses have hnd a very far. reaching and 
serious effect. Tho Field-cornets-district officials who act as petty 
justices, registering, and pass officers, collectors of personal taxes, 

of the suzerainty would hold good ngainst t.he indcpct~dcnco of th~ Transv~U~.l, 
for in tho prcamblo of the 1881 ()ouvcnt\on alono •• ony mcntwn made o( 
either tho grant or the reservation. 
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cnptuins of the burgher forces, ctc.-~~ro the officers with whom each . 
newcomer bas to register. This is an important matter, because the 
period of residence for the purpose of nnturnlimtion o.nd enfranchise· 
mont is rcekonc<l from tho dnte of registration in the Field·cornet's 
bool<s. As these ofilcinls were practically turned loose on tho public 
to mnko a living tho best way they could, many of them, notwith· 
stnnding thnt they collected tho taxes imposed by Jaw, omitted to enter 
the nnmes of new arrivals in their books, thus securing themselves 
ngninst having to malw good thr.so amounts in ovcnt of an inspection 
of the books. Mnny of tho FicJd.cornets wore barely able to write; 
they hnd no 'ofl'tccs,' and would accept taxes nnd registrations at any 
time anJ in nny place. Tho chances of correct entry were therefore 
remote. The result of this is vet·y serious. The records are either 
• lost • when they might prove embarrassing, or so incorrectly or im· 
perfectly kept ns to be of no uso whatever; nnd settlers in the 
Trnnsvual from 1882 to 1890 nrc in most cnscs unable to prove their 
registration ns the law requires, and this through no fault of their 
own. 

In tho country districts justice was not n commodity intended for 
the llritisher. Many cases of h'TOss nbuse, nnd severn! of nctunl 
murder occurred; and in 1885 tho case of Mr. Jas. Donaldson, then 
residing on n farm in LyJenburg-latcly one of the Reform plisonors 
-was mentioned in the House ol Commons, and became the subject 
of a demand by the Imperial Government for reparation and punish· 
mont. lie had been ordered by two Boers (one of whom wns in tho 
habit of boasting that he had shot nn unarmed Englishmun in Lyden· 
burg since the war, ~ud would shoot others) to abstain from collecting 
hut taxes on his own farm; and on refusing had been attacked by 
them. After beating them off sing!e.handcd, he was Inter on again 
attaclwd by his former assailunts, reinforced by three others. They 
bound him with reims (thongs), kicked o.nd beat him with sjamboks 
(ruw-hide whips) and clubs, stoned him, and left him unconscious and 
so distigurcd that bo was thought to bo dead when found some hours 
later. On receipt of tho Imperial Government's representations, the 
men were arrested, tried and fined. The fines were stated to have 
been remitted at once by the Government, but in the civil action 
which followed Mr. Donaldson obtained £600 damages. Tho incident 
had a distinctly beneficial effect, and nothing more was heard of the 
maltreatment of defenceless men simply because they were llritishers. 
Moreover, with tho improvement in trade which followed tho g~;" 
discoveries of 1885 and 1886 at Moodies and Barberlv~, tho relation. 
between tho two races also improved. Frequent intercourse a;1d com
mercial. rclatious begot n bettor ltnowledge of each other, and the nc·,·,a 
hatred of tho Dritishcr began to disappear in the neighbourttovJ ol 
the towns and the goldfields. 
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In 1886 tho wonderful richness of the Sheba Mine in Barberton 
attmcted a good deal of attention, and drew a large number of persons 
-prospectors, splculntors, traders, etc.-to the Transvaal, Before tho 
end of 1887 ten or twelve thousand must have poured into tho country. 
The effect was magical. The revenue, which had already increased by 
50 per cent. in 1886, doubled itself in 1887, and then there Mmo unto 
the Boer Government that which they had least cxpec\ed-amplo 
means to pursue their greater ambitions. But unmixed good comes to 
few, and with the blessings of plenty came the cares of Government, 
the problem of dealing with people whose habits, thoughts, ambitions, 
methods, language, and logic ,differed utterly from their own. Father 
Abraham on the London Stock Exchange would not be much mora 
l at sea ' than the peasant farmers of tho Volksrand were in dealing 
with tho requirements of tho new settlers. 
· Agitations lor reforms commenced early in Barberton. At first it 

was only roads and bridges that were wanted, or the remission of certain 
taxes, or security of title for stands and claims. Later on a political 
association named the Transvaal Hepublican Union was formed in 
Barberton, having a constitution and programme much the same as 
those of the Transvaal National Union, formed aomo five years later 
in Johannesburg, Tho worl1 of this body was looked on with much 
disfavour by tho Government, and it was intimated to some of tho 
prominent members that if they dicl not cease to concern themselves 
with politics they would suffer in their business relations, and might 
even be called upon to leave the country. Many reforms were specified 
as desirable, and tho franchise question was raised, with the object of 
getting the Government to make some reasonnble provision in lieu 
of the registration clause, which was found in most cases to be an 
absolute bar. 

The discovery of tho Witwatersrand conglomerate formation soon 
helped to swell the flowing tide of prosperity. In the middle of 1B87 
tho regular output of gold commenced, and the fields have never 
'loolted baclt' since. if ohannesburg- named niter Mr. Johannes 
Rissik, tho Sun·oyor·Genero.! of tho Transvnol-was soon n fnr greater 
problem thnn Barberton hnd been. 'fho shareholders in the milics 
soon found it necessary to have some organization to protect their 
interests and give unison to their policy, and to preserve tho records 
and collect information for the industry. The Witwatersrand Chamber 
of Mines wns then formed, a voluntary association of unique interest 
and efficiency. The organization includes all the representative and 
influential men, and every company of any consequence connected 
with the mining industry ; and it has, through its committee nnd . 
officials, lor eight years represented to the Volksrnad the e~istet\oo of 
abuses and grievances, the remedies that aro required, and the 
we~sures which are felt to bo necessary or conducive to the progress 
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of tho industry in particular, or the welfare of tho State i~ gen~ral. 
Tho President Exccutivo and Volksrnad, by neglect of thm obviOUS 
duties, by thc'i,· ignorance of ordinory public affairs, bO: their wi~ful 
disre•ard of tho requirements of the Uitlandcrs, have gU'cn cohesJon 
to pc~plo nl10ut as heterogeneous as any community under the sun, and 
have trnincd them to act and to cnro for themselves. Tho rcfuso.l year 
after year to gi1•o a charter of incorporation to tho Chamber, on tho 
grounds thnt it would be creating an impcriwn in imperio, and the 
comments of Volksrand members on the petition, have mnde it clear 
that tho Government view the Chamber with no friendly eye. Tho 
facts, that in order to get " wor!table pass law at all the Chamber bad 
to prcpnro it in Ol'cry detail, together with plans for tho creation and 
working of a Government department, and that in order to diminish 
tho litigation under the gold law, and to make that fearful and 
wonderful ngglomerntion of crrntic, experimental, crude, invoh·cd, 
contradictory, nnd truly incomprehensible enactments at all under
standable, tho Chamber had to codify it at its own expense and on its 
own initiative, illustrate both tho indispensable character of the 
organization, and the ignorance and ineptitude of the Government. 

The records of tho Volksraad for tho last ten years may be searched 
in vain for any measure calculated constructively to adranco tho 
country, or to better the conditions of the workers in it, with tho few 
-very few-exceptions of those proposed by tho Chamber of Mines. 
Tho country has, in fact, run the Govcrmuent, and tho Government 
has been unable to ruin it. 

Shortly after tho di>covery of the Rand conglomerates, it became 
clear that a railway would have to be built between the coalfields and 
the mines-some forty miles. But it was a fixed principle of tho 
Boers that no railways (with tho exception of the Delagoa Bny line, 
which, as tho means of diverting trnuo from British channels, was 
regarderl ns a necessary cril) should be built, since they could compete 
successfully with the ox·wnggon, and thus Jepriye the 'poor buq;her' 
of his legitimate tmdc spoil; nnd great dilliculty was experienced in 
gcttin~ the consent of tho Rand, As n matter of fact, the permission 
to build it was only obtained by subterfuge; for it was explained to 
tho worthy law-makers that it was not a railway at nil-only a steam 
tram. And the Hand Steam Trnm it is enllcd to this day. 

Tho Dclagoa llailway-the dnrling scheme of Presidents Burgers 
and Kruger in turn-wos tnlten seriously in h~nd os soon as it was 
possible to J•aise money on almost any terms. The concession for all 
railways in tho State was granted on April 16, 1884, to a group of 
Hollander nnd German capitalists, and confirmed by the Volksraad on 
AuWJst 23, fo,U~wi~g. 'fho President's excuse for granting nnd prc
servmg tlus 1mqmtous bond on tho prosperity of the Stato is, that 
when the country w~s pQor and its credit bnd, friends in Holland cnmo 
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forward o.nd generously helped it, and this must not bo forgotten to 
them, As a matter of fact, friends accepted tho concession when tho 
State wns poor nml its credit bncl, but did nothing until tho ~:ltntc's 
crcclit improved to such an extent as to bo mortgagMble. 7'11m tho 
friends granted certain fnvournule terms under their concession to 
other friends, who built tho first section of tho lino at prcpostot'<•lls 
rntcs, and repaid themselves out of moneys raised on tho State's 
credit. -

A well-known South Afrienu politician, distinguished alike for hi; 
ability aml integrity, who visited tho Transvaal during tho progress of 
tho refonucrs' trial, and was anxious in tho interests of all South A.frirn 
to lind a solution of the differences, put the position thus to son1o of 
the leading men of the Rand: • You cnn seo for yourseh·es that this is 
no time to nsk for the franchise; for tho time being, Jameson's invasion 
hns made such a suggestion impossible. Now, toll me inn word, Is 
there any one thing that you require more tho.n anything else, which 
we eun help you to get?' Tho answer was: ' The ono thing which we 
must bavo-not for its own snl<e, but for tho security it offers for 
obtaining and retaining other rcforms--M the franchise. No promise 
of reform, no reform itself, will be worth o.n hour's purchase unless wo 
have the status of voters to make our .influence felt. Dut, if you want 
the chief economic grievances, they aro: tho Netherlands Railway 
Concession, the dynamite monopoly, the liquor traflic, nnJ native 
labour, which, together, constitute nn unwarrantable burden of indirect 
taxation on the industry of over two and a half millions stcl'ling 
anmtally. We petitioned until wo were jeered nt; we agitated until 
we-well-came here [Pretoria Gaol] ; and we !<now that wo shall get 
no remedy until we have the vote to enforce it. We are not a politic11l 
but a working community, ,and if we were honestly nnd capably 
governed the majority of us would be content to wait for the franchise 
for a considerable time yet in recognition of the peculiar circumstances, 
and of tho feelings of the older inhabitants, '£hat is the position in a 
nutshell.' 

The Netherlands Rnilwny Corupuuy is, then, a very important 
Netherlands factor, It is unneceosary to go very fully into its history 

Railway and tho details of its administration. As tho holder of 
Company. an absolute monopoly, as tho enterprise which bas 

involved the State in its National Debt, and us the sole channel through 
which such money has been expended, the Company has gmdunlly 
worked itself into the position of being the financial d~partment of the 
State ; and the functions which arc elsewhere exercised by tho heads 
of the Govermnent belong hero, in prnctice, entirely to this foreign 
corporation. Petitions for the cnnccllntion of this concession were 
presented in 1888, when the progressive element in tho first Volksraud 
consisted of one mnn-Mr. Loveday, ouo of tho loyalists in the war. 
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Tho n~itation begun nnd carried on by him wn~ tru<en up by other., 
but without further result thnn that of compellmg tho PreSident to 
show his hand nnd step forward ns the champion of tho monopoly 011 

every occnsion on which it wns nssnilcd. During tho yenrs 1893-96 tho 
President stoutly defended the Compnny in the Volksrnnd, o.nd by his 
influence and tho solid vote of his ignorant Dapper Pnrty completely 
bloclwd nlllcgislntion tending to control the Company. .Indeed, ntthe 
end of tho Session of 1805, on receiving represcntabons from the 
business communities of the Republic as to the desirnbility of removing 
this incubus from tho o1·ertaxcd people, the President stnted plainly 
that tho Netherlands Railwny Concession was a matter of high politics 
nnd did not concern any but the burghers of tho State, and that he 
would receive no representations from the Ultlnnders on tho subject, 
nor would ho permit them to discuss it. 

Very shortly niter tho granting of this railway concession cnme tho 
appointment of Dr. Leyds as Stnto Attorney for the Republic, ho 
having been recommended nnd pushed· forword by the gentlemen in 
Holland to whom tho concession bad been granted. It is slated that 
ho was sen\ out ns the ngcnt of the eonccssionnnires in order to protect 
nnd ndvnncc their interests, nlthough nl tho same timo in the service 
of tho Hcpublic. It is only necessary to add thnt Mr. Deelaerts vnn 
llloldnnd, the Consul-General lor the Republic in Holland, is the agent 
of tho concessionnnires in that country, and tho accord with which these 
two gentlemen, ns rnilwny commissioners at their respective ends, hnvo 
nlwnys acted becomes intelligible. Several of the vital conditions of 
tho concession bnvc been freely violated, tho first being that n certain 
section of the line (Nclspruit) should be completed within four years. 
It was not completed lor eight. Tho concession really became void 
severn! times during the ycnrs prior to 1890, but nlways found a. 
stalwart champion in tho President, who continued to defend the 
conccssionnaircs for somo two years niter they had foiled to get their 
capital su1scri~cd. The Company wns floated on June 21, 1887, on 
tho most pccuhnr terms, the capital of £106,666 being in 2,000 shares 
of l ,000 guilders, or £83 6s. Sd. each. The shares were subscribed lor 
by tho following groups: 

Gcnntm ... ... 81 !l shares, carrying 30 votes. 
Hollander ... ... 681 " 

11 
76 ., 

The Republic ... 600 ,. , 6 ., 
Tho trust-deed, which limited the Republic to 6 out of 112 1·otes 

although it subscribed nbout one-third of tho cnpitnl, and gave to th~ 
smallest holders, the Hollur.dors, twice as many votes ns all the others 
put together, was passed by Dr. Lcyds, in his capacity of lenni adviser 
of the Government, lmving previously been prepared by him in his 
other capncit!. The sum of £12·1,000 appears to have been expended 
on construcllon len months before nny cont~nct was given out for the 
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same or any worl1 begun, nuu fifteen months bo!oro nny material waa 
shipped. 

Tho contract lor. th9 construction of the first sixty miles compels 
admiration, if only for its impudence: In· the first plnco the con. 
tractors, Van Hnttum and Co., were to build the line nt G cost to be 
mutuo.lly agreed upon by them and the railway company, and they 
were to receive ns remuneration 11 per cent. upon tho amount of the 
specification. But should they exceed tho contract price, then tho 
11 per cent. was to be proportionately decreased by nn nrrnnged sliding 
scale, pr01'idcd, however, that Van Hallum and Co. did not exceed ill• 
8pecificali011 b!f morn titan 100 per ce-nt., in which hiler caso the 
Company wou)d hnYe tho right to cancel the conlrnct. By this pro· 
vision Messrs. Van Hallum and Co. could increase the cost by 100 per 
cent., provided they were willing to loso the 11 per cent. profit, leaving 
them" net gain of 89 per cent. They did not neglect tho opportunity. 
Whole sections of earthworks cost £23,500 per mile, which should not 
have cost £8,000. Close upon a thousand Hollanders were broughl 
out from Holllllld to work lorn few months in ench year on the line, 
and then be sent back to Holland ngain nt the expense of tho Republic. 
In a country which abounded in stone, the Komnti Bridge wns built o! 

··dressed stone which had been worlwd in Holland, and exported some 
7,000 miles by ship ond rail. 

These are a few instances out of many. The loss to tho country 
through tho financing was of course fnr greater thon any manipulation 
of the construction coul<l._bring about. In the creating of overdrafts 
and the raising of loans very large sums indeed were handled. Three· 
quarters .of a million in one case and n million in another offered 
opportunities which the Hollandcr·Germnn gentlemen who wero doing 
business for the country out of love for it (as was frequently urged on 
their behalf in the Volksrnnd) were quick to perceive. The 5 pet· cent. 
debentures issued to raise the latter sum were sold at £95 15s. ; but 
tho" financiers deducted £5 commission from even this, so that the 
State has only benefited to the extent of £90 l5s. This transacUon 
was effected at a time when the State loan known as the TransvOAl 
Fives-raised on exactly the same interes\ and precisely the same 
guarantee-was quoted nl over pOl'. What, however, wns felt to be 
worse than any detail of finance wilS that this. corporation of foreigners 
had gradually obtained complete control of the finances of the State, 
aml through the railway system it practically dictated the relations 
with tho other Governments in South Africa, by such mco.sures, for 

· instance, as the imposition of n charge of S!d. per ton per mile on goods 
travelling over their Jines coming from the Cape Colony, whilst the' 
other lines are favoured by a charge of less than IHilf that. The 
burdens placed upon the mining industry by the excessive charges 
imposed for political pu•·poscs were, in the case of tho poorer mines, 
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ruinous. Tho right which tho Co1upnny hnd to collect tho Customs 
dues for account of tho Stntc, to rdniu them as security for the p~y
mcnt of interest on their shares and debentures, and to impose a 
chnrgo for collection quito disproportionate to th~ cost, wns another 
•crious gricvnnco. It wns hopcloBS, however, to deal with the whole 
question. The Government hnd set ita face against nny reform fn this. 
quarter. It wns not po<Sible to obtain cmn ordinary working facilities 
such ns nny business corporation unprotected by an absolute monopoly 
would bo boun<l to concede of its own accord, in order to catch n 
mcnsurc of trndo. 

'l'ho GovcrnlllCJ\t hnvo tho right, under the agreement with tho 
Company, to tnko o\'cr tho railway on certain. conditions, of which 
tho following nro tho most important: 

(n) 'l'ho Company shall receive ono year's notice of tho Intention 
to tako over. 

(b) 'rho Company shall receive twenty times tho amount of the 
average of the ln.st three years' di1•idcnds. 

(c) Tho Company sholl receive as a solatium for tho unexpired 
period of the concession an amount equal to one per cent. of 
its nominal capital for each yonr up to the yelll' of expiring 
(1915). 

Tho Govern men~ can take over tho Krugersdorp.J ohannesburg· 
J3oksburg 'rrnmwny against pnymonl of tho cost of construction, 

If tho Volksrand should not during this Session' decide to nationalize 
tho railway no change can take place before 1898, so that the threo 
years 18% to 1697 would bnve to bo tnl;en ns a basis, and therefore tho 
6 per cent. for 1894, the only low dividend, would not come into the 
calculation. This would of course considerably increase the purchase 
price-e.g., 

18~5 
Is no 
1SU7 

Total 

9 P"' cent. 
14 , (cstimutc), 
11 • 

" " 
37 

" ·rhat is to say, nn avcrngo distribution ol 12·38 per cent. for the three 
years. ~'he purchase price would thus be : 

12'33 x 20~2-tG·oo per ~cnt. 
17 year>' premium 17 

" 
Total 263"66 

" 
'rhis has been clearly E>Kplafned to the Volksrnnd but without avail 

the President's influence on the other sido bcinn too stronn, Durin~ 
the Ses.ion of 1895 it wns made clear that ngit;tion again~ tho Com. 
f""Y wns as futile ns benti~g the air. When the Hollander clique 

"Written August, 1896, 
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found that they could no longer convince the Boers as a whole of tho 
soundness of their business and the genuineness of their aims, nnd 
when they failed to combat the arguments nnd exposures of their critics, 
they resorted to other tactics, and promulgated voluminous reports and 
statements of explanations which lc ft the unfortunate Volltsrnn<l mem. 
hers absolutely stupefied where they had formerly only been confused.' 

The following is taken from an article in the J obnnnesburg Mining 
Jat<rnal, dealing with the bmdcm impose<l by tho railwny company 
upon the industry: 

RAILWAY MoxoroLY. 

This is another Mrcfully designed burden 1\.p<m the mines nnd country. 
Tho issued capital aud lo:ms of the Netherlands Company now total nhout 
.£7,000,000, upon which an average interest of about 55 perccnt.-gnurantcrd 
by tho St,i:<!-is poid, cguol to £370,000 per annum. Natnrnlly tho honns 
nro at a high premium. The Company and its liabilities can bo ~1kcn over by 
the State at a year's notice, and the nccC'ssary fnnds for this purpose can Lo 
raised at S )'''cent. An olfc•· wns recently mauo to tho Government to con· 
solidatc tlus and other liabilities, bnt tho Nntionnl Bank, which is another 
concession, has tho monopoly of all Stn.toloan business, and tlds circumstance 
effectually disposed o( the l•ropo<al. At 3 per cent. a saving of £1GO,OOO per 
annum would be made in this monopoly in interest s.lonc. Tho mlue rcpre~ 
scntcd by the Custom dues on the Portuf,tttcso border we aro not in n position 
to estimate, but roughly these collections and tho 15 per cent. of the profits 
paid to the manogcmont and sho.rcholdcrs must, with other leakages, represent 
at least another £100,000 per unmun1 which should bo saved the country. As 
tho revenue of the corporation now exceeds £2:000,000 a ycm"t of which only 
half is expended in working costs, tho estimate we ha.'\"o taken Uoes not err 
upon tho side of extravagance. By its neglect of its duties towards tho com· 
mcrcinl and mining community enormous losses are in,·oh·ed. Thus, in tho 
coal tl'll.fl1c, tho rate-which is now to be somewhat reduced-has been 3d. per 
ton per mile. According to tho returns of tho Chamber of blim·s, tho coni 
production of the Trttllsvaal for 1895 was 1)0<15, 121 tons. This is carried nn 
a\'cragc distn.nce of nearly thirty miles, bnt taking the distance o.t twcuty.four 
miles the charges arc 6s. per ton. At 1 ~r]. per ton per milo-three times ns 
much as the Cape railways ehntgr.-n. saving: upon the coal mtrs of 3~. pr.r ton 
"·ould follow, equal to £11JO,OOO per annum. Ag:lin, by the 1 ba~ging'systcm, 
nn additional cost of 2s. 3d. per ton is incnmd-dctails of this item ha\'o been 
recently published in this paper-and if this monopoly were run upon ordinary 
business lines, o. further savin~ of £110,000 wmtld bo made by carryiug eoal 
in bulk. The interest 1.1pon the n.mount required to construct tho necessary 
sidings for handling tho coal, and tho tram· lines rcgnircd to tron>port it to 
the mines, would be o mo.ro fraction upon this amount ; and ns tho coal trndo 
in the course of n. short time is likci.y to sec a 50 per cont. increase, tho 
cstimato may be allowed to stand at tins figure without deduction. No data 
aro available to fix the amount of tho tax laid upon the people generally by 
the vexations delays nnd losses following upon inefficient to.Hwn.y mlrninistra· 
tion, but tho monthly meetings of the loco\ Chamber of Oommcreo throw 

t To those who nrc not familiar with the conditions of the C01mtry, it will 
eecm incredible that tho legislative body could be' fooled' on such a subject. 
The cxtmcts from tho newspaper teports of the 11.1ad's proceeding-~, printed in 
.Appendix D of this voJnmc, will hrlp !hem to umlcrstand nnd believe. 



b6 

some light upou these JlhU.it:H of n n,onopolistic mrmngnncnt. Tho savi~•gs 
to be nwdc in dealing with the coal t1·r~!lio mut~t Jl()t Le ~nkcn ~ CA:.huustm~ 
all pus:oiLlc reforms; tlw J•articular~ giYcn a.i to this t~·allu: ?nly mJ1cutc anu 
.suggest the wide nn·a covered l'Y this monopoly, wluiJh lut~JCI'to has made 
but halting nnd feeble cJfntts to ket•p pace mth tho rcqmrcmcnts. of tJ1o 
public. Dcnliug: tlH it d()c~ with t!Jo illlpurts of the wh?lc country, whtch now 
amount in mhw t{) £10,000,000, the li;.:urc.s we lHwc g1\'cn must s:r\'c mcr~ly 
to illustrate it.'! inrcrtcl.JruW methods of hand lin~ tro.!lic, n..'l well as 1ts graspltlg 
greed in tmforeing tho rates lixcd l,y tho terms· of its concession, Its forty 
miles of Hnud ste••m tmm-lino and thirty-five miles of railway from the Vnnl 
River, with some little n-;si~ttmec from tho Dclagoa liutJ und Customs, brougltt 
in a rc,·enuc of ahout £l,2f,O,OOO in 18D5. Now that tho Nntnllinc isopr.ncd 
tho receipts '"ill rrol,ahly t:unouut to nearly £3,000,000 per annum, all of 
which ,;hould swel tho onliuury rc\'cuuc of the conn try, instead of rcnHlining 
in the hands of foreig-ners ns a regcn·oir of wealth fo1· indigent Holl!mders to 
cXJlloit. Tho tM.ul railway rarnin~"i of tho Cape and Na~al togethcr.orcr nll 
their lines amounted to £:J,9IO,f,lilJ ill 18\J~, u11d the cu}'ital cxpcndttme Oil 
rnilways l;l tlwsc colonies amounts to £2ti,OOO,OOO. The f.,"T('atcr portion o£ 
thc~o rt!Cctpt.s con1o from the Haml trado, which is compelled to pny nn 
ndditioual £:t,GOO,OOO, carryit1g chargt~s to tho Ncthcrla11ds Company, which 
hllS £i,OOO,OOO of Ctl)'ital. Thus, railway receit~ts in South Afric.:a o.mount 
now to £7,000,000 per nuuum, of which tho Hnnd contriLutos at lcllSt 
£5,000,000. 

1'ho rcvcnnc of the company is now COlJ;<iJcra.bly over £3,000,000 per 
annum. The mnnn:;cmcnt claim that their expL'IISCS amonnt to Lut 40 per 
cent. of revenue, nnd tl•ia is regarded by thr:m ns a mnttcr for general con· 
gratulation. 'l'hc Uitlandcrs contend that the concern is grossly mismanaged, 
and thut tho low cost of working is a fiction. It only !l})pcnts low by contrast 
with o. revenue swollen hy preposterously heavy rates o.nd protected by o. 
monopoly. 1l'ho t.'lfiJl' conld be rcduct·d Ly one· half; that is to say, n rc~ 
mission of t.u.xntiou to the t1111C of ono amla lmlf millions o.nnunlly could bo 
cll'ectcd without depriving the Compauy of o. lrgitinm.to and iudccd very 
handsome profit •. 

Tho Sclati Railway Schclllo I 'Concci1•ed in iniquity, delivered in 
S 

1 
tl shame, died in di•gmco I' might be its history, but !or 

Ra~~ay. tho fuel tha~ it is not q~ito doad.yct. But very nearly I 
Tho conccsston wns obtumod durmg the Session of 1890 

by n. member of tho First Vollcsraad, Mr. Barend J. Vorster, jun., 
who himself took part in and guided the tone of the debate which 
decided the gmnting o! the concession. The Raad resolved to endeavour 
to obtain the fuvoumble opinions of their constituents, but before doing 
so tho generous Mr. Vorster made what he was pleased to call 'presents' 
to the members. Awet·ican spiders, Capo carts, gold '~atchos, shares 
in tho Company to be floated, and sums in cash were the trifles by 
which Mr. Vorstcr won his wny to favour. He placated the Prosidctit 
by presenting to tho Vollcsraad a portrait of his Honour, executed by 
tho Into Mr. Schroeder, South Africa's one artist. Tho picturo cost 
£600. The affair was n. notorious and shntncless ruatter of bribery, 
and tho only profit which the country gained from it was a candid con
fession of personal principles on th~ part of Mr. Krngcr himself, who, 
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when the exposure took place, stated thnt he saw no bnrm in members 
receiving presents. Debentures to the amount of .£JOO,OOO woro issued, 
bearing Government guarantee of 4 per cent. 'l'bc Company rcccivetl 
.£70 for each .£100 dolwnturo; Comment is supertluous. A second 
issue of n million was made, nominally at £03 lOs., but tho Company 

· only t·cccivcd .£80-a commission to tho brokers or agents of 8J per 
cent., at a time when the Company's previous is;uo of 4 per cents. were 
standing at .£97 in the market. The costs of flotation wcro charged nt 
upwards of .£32,000; tho expenses of one gentleman's trnvellings, etc., 
£6,000. 

But these are 'trifles light as air.' This Selnti Railway Company, 
which, being gua.rnntccd by Government, is really o. Govcrnmcntlio.Gilit,l', 
arranged with a contractor to build a line at tho ma,imum cost allowed 
in tho concession, .£9,000 per milo. Two dnys later this contractor 
sublet the contract for £7,002 per milo. As the distance is 200 miles, 
the Republic was robbed by a stroko of the pen of .£519,COO-ono of 
the biggest ' steals ' even in the TrnnsvMl. During the two years lor 
which Dr. Loyds was responsible as the roprescntatil'o of tho Hopublic 
for the management of this affair, none of these peculiar transactions 
were detected-at any rnto, none were reported or exposed ; but on tho 
accession to otnco of an ignorant old Boer tho nest of swindles appears 
to have been discovered without nny difficulty. And it is generally 
admitted that Dr. Leyds is not o. fool. ~his exposure took placo at the 
end of tho Session of 1894, nnd, inured as the Uitlnndcrs had become 
to jobs, this was an eye·opener even for them, and tho stnrtlcJ com· 
munity began wondering who.t more might be in storo for them-· tho 
uufortunato tax-payers-who hnd to bear tho brunt of it nll. 

Revenue. 'l'urniqg to tho finances of tho country, the following 
to.bles are as instructive ns anything con bo: 

• 
RE\'ENUE AND EX!'E~DITURE OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN 

1\El'UJJLIC.' 

FIJI~'<! (l<rlod, novcnuu. Expc1Jdl· nornark.e. turo. 
£ £ 

.Aug. 1, JS;J, to .Tuly 31, 1872 ... 40,!>88 ... 35,714 

" 
1, 1872, , JUt}. 31, 1873 .,, 43,239 ... 41,813 

Feb. )I 18i3, 11 

" 
31, 1874 ... 49,318 ... 45,482 Gold di;covcrod 

) 1 1874, 11 68,55,3 ... 
in Lydcnburg. 

" " 
81, 1875 ... 61,785 

" 11 1875 1 11 

" 
31, 1816 ... 64,582 ... 60,39·1 

" 
J, 1876, 11 

" 
31, 1877 ... 62,762 ... 6·1,505 

, 1, 1877, , Aprill2, 1877 ... 25,752 ... 17,235 
April 12, 18i7, 11 lJcc. 31 1 18i7 ... !:i·1, 127 ... 70,003 
Jun. I, 1878, , , 31, 1878 ... 76,774 ... 89,063 

" 1, 1Si9, " " 
31, 1879 ... 03,409 ... 177,596 

" 1, 1880, " " 
31, 1880 ... 174,069 ... 144,943 

' The nhovc J,as Leon IJrouzht np to dnto for publication, July, 1899, 
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Fb<ul period. 1\()YCDUO, Ex-p!md!• namarka. 
tttre. 
£ 

Jan, 
An;.:. 
J;llt, 

I, 1.181, to Oct. 
8, )K81, , llcc. 
1, ISS:!, II " 

1, lRRa, " ,, 
1, lHS~, u ~lar. 
l, lSIH, " , 
1, )H!',;'), ,, II 

1, 1886, 11 Dec. 

J.l, 1881 .. . 
31, ISS! .. . 
31, 18~2 ... 

£ 
25,326 .•• 
37,908 .. . 

m,.1o1 .. . 

186,707 British Govt. 
33,442 llocr Gort 

114,476 
184,314 

" 

" 
" 

31, 18.1\J .. . 
31, 18.<·1 .. . 
31, 1R~5 .. . 
:n, IB~f) .. . 
31, 1886 

Ha,:m .. . 
·1-1,5ft7 .. . 

161 ,!if/6 .. .. 
177,877 .. . 
190,236 .. . 

18,922 
18·1,820 
162,709 Shcbn floated. 
15·1,630 Hn1~d JlfO• 

Jan, I, 1887, II II 31, 1887 637,749 ... 

clnmlcd, Sept 
s, 1o80. 

691,834 Shnrcs quoted 
Johannesburg 
Stock 
Exchnngo. 
Telegraph 
opened 
J ohanncslmTA 

" 
" 

31, 1.~.~s 

31, 1889 

A pril26, 1887. 
8s.1,440 •.. 720,4~2 !loom, Nov., 

1,577,4.'15 ... 1,201,135 1888, to Jan" 
1889, Slump, 
March, 1889. 

31, 1R90 ... 1,229,061 ... 1,3.16,461 
31, 1801 ... 1.167,192 ... 1,3fl0,0i1 Baring cl'i~is. 
31, 1802 ... 1,255,830 ... 1,187,766l~tilwnyrcachcd 

" 
" 

II 1 I 1 ~!l:l, II It 31, 1 8!)3 ... l) i02, GS5 ... 1,302,054. 
11 ), ]S~L-1, 11 u 31, 18fl4 .. , 2,247,728 ... l,i:Jt,728 
" ], lS!l:i, ,, II 31,1805 •.. 2,!123,G·I8 ... 1,!:).18,2·19 
11 1, 1SH6, ,, , 31, lS!lO ... 3,!H2,0tl5 ... 3,732,492 
II 11 )!:\f/71 11 H 31, }81)7 .,. 3,!/56,402 ,., 3,898,816 

J ohauncsbttrg 
Sept. 15. 

,, 1, 1sns, ,, " 31, tsos ... 3,32fl,n;,s ... 3,476,844 
, 1, 1S:.l!.l, 11 " 31 1 1899 ... 4,087,852 ... 3,951,23•1 (Budget,) 
Tho fig11rcs for the t•rrio(l from 18il to the end of 1887 are taken from 

Jeppr's 'l'ran:n·aal Almanac for 188!:1. 'l'hry represent tho ordinary Revenue 
nnd Ex\•l'IHlituro urrivrd ut after the deduction of the items • S/1ccio.l Receipts,' 
• Spccia Deposits,' 'Drposits Withdrawn,' • Advances Rcftna ed,' '.Advances 
madt•,' and •l:ixcd Dep•Jsi~' from tho totals gi\'cn in tho OJJicial Government 
Uvtttrns. 

Til• fi&""" for the yrnrs 1838 to 1SVD nro those of tho puLli,]ICU Govern• 
llL\'llt Returns nftcr tho drduction of~ 

!o'ixcu deJ>osits from 1838 to Jsn inclusirc. 
Tlio sn.lc nud ~~urchnso of (lx~losi\'cs from 1805 to 1898 inclnsh·o, 
Tho owner's a llU'O of claim hccnr;cs from 18\15 to 1899 inclu!!ivc. 
Dclagoa !lay Customs Dues paid to tho licthc,.Jands Ruilwny for 1898 

and ISU9. 

The dyn~mito monopoly has alwoys boon a ''cry burning question 
with the Uitlnnders, This concession was grnntcd shortly 

~~::~~ after the Bnrbc_rton Fie~ds were discovered, when the 
prospects of nn lmlush·y m tho manufacture of explosives 
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were not renlly very great. The eonccssionnnirc himself hns admitted 
thnt had ho foreseen to what proportions this monopoly woukl ovontu. 
nlly grow ho would not hovo hnd tho nudncity to npply for it. 'l'hia, 
of course, is merely a personnl question: Tho !net which concerned 
tho industry wns thnt the right was grnntcd to ono mnn to manufacture 
explosives nnd to sell them at n price nearly 200 per cont. over thnt at 
which thoy could be imported. It was found upon investigation after 
some yenrs of ngitntion thnt tho factory nt which this 'mnnufncturo • 
took plnco wna in ronlity merely n depot in which tho nlrcndy mnnu· 
fncturcd article wns mnnipulntod to a moderato extent eo M to len<! 
colour to tho President's statement that a locnl industry wns Lcing 
fostered. An investigation bold by order of tho Voll<srnnu o<poscd tho 
imposition, Tho President himself stated that ho found ho bud been 
deceived and thnt the terms of the concession hud boon brol<on, nnd ho 
urged the Rnndto cancel it-which tho Rnod did. The triumph wns 
considerable for tho mining industry, nnd it was tho more npprccintcd 
in thnt it was the solitary success to which the Uitlnndors could point 
in their long series of ngitations for reform. But tho triumph wns not 
destined to Qe a lasting ono. Within a low months tho monopoly was 
revived in n.n infinitely more obnoxious form. It wne now cnllfd ll 

Government monopoly, but 'tho agency' was bestowed upon a partner 
of the ·gentleman who had formerly owned the concession, the Presi
dent himself vigorously defending this course and ignoring his own 
j11dgment on the case uttered a few months previously. Lancl en 
Vol/,, tho Pretoria Dutch newspaper, exposed tho whole of this trans. 
action, including the system of bribery by which tho conccssionnaires 
scoured their renewal, and among other things made tho charge which 
it has continued to repeat over since, that Mr. J. M.A. Wolmarans, 
member of tho Executive, received a commission of one shilling per 
coso on every case sold during tho continuance of tho agency us a con· 
sideration for his support in the Executive Council, and that he con
tinues to enjoy this remuneration, which is estimated now to be not 
far short of £10,000 a year. Mr. Wolmarans, for reasons of pride or 
discretion, has· declined to take any notice of the chargo, although 
frequently pressed to take action in tho matter. It is calcuiMcd thnt 
the burden imposed upon tho Witwatersrand Mines nlono amounts to 
£600,000 per annum, and is, o! course, daily increasing. 

The question of tho franchise, which has achieved tho greatest 
prominence in tho Uitlander agitation, is one with which 

The ranchise few people even in the Transvaal aro familiar, so mnny 
aws. and peculiar have been \he changes effected in the lnw. 

Lawyers diller as to whether certain laws revoke or merely supplement 
previous ones, nnd the President himself-to tho grim amusement of 
the Uitlnndcrs-frcqucntly goes astray when he speal<s on frnnchisc. 
'rho first law on bur~her and electoral rights is No. 1 of 1876, which 
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remained in fol'CO until 18:;2, By it tho possession of landed property 
or clso residence for one year qualified thD settler for full burgaer 
privileges. Law No. 7 of 1882 was tho first attempt of the restored 
Republic to dcnl with the question. It was then enacted that o.n alien 
could be natumlized and enfranchised after five yca.rs' residence, such 
residence to be proved by tho Field-cornet's boolts o£ registration. It 
has already been explained that theso records, in nine cases out of ten, 
were either improperly kept or non.existcnt. 

In 1800 Law No.4 was po.sscd, creating tho Second Volltsmad o.nd 
nltering the Grondwet (or constitution) accordingly. By Lhis law the 
fmnchisc was indirectly altered without rcpellling those portions which 
mny bo nt vnrill.nco with or repugnant to the implied alterations, and 
this wns ilono by sin1ply defining wh1\t class o£ electors should \'Ole for 
merubcrs of tho Fh·st Hand, and whatelnss £or members of the Second. 
Thus, 'tho members of the Firs$ Volksrnad shnll be elected by those 
enfmnchised burghers who have obtained the right of voting before this 
lll.w comes in foree, or thereafter by birth in lhc State, and on lio.ving 
nttll.incd tho nge of sixteen years.' Secondly, all those who becll.me 
nn.tura.liz~d and enfranchised nftcr this law wns pnssed coulu not \'ate 
for members of the First Yoll;srnad, but a subsequent article in the lnw 
provides thnt tho highcrrights cn.n bo obtained by those who shall have 
been eligible for ten years for election to the Second Volksrnncl; anti it 
is then explained that, in order to be eligible for the Second Volltsrnnd, 
it is ncccssnry to bo thirty yenrs of age, to bo n member of the Pro· 
tcstant Church, to livo and ha\'a landed property in the Republic, and 
to have bten a naturalized subject for two years. Thus the full electornl 
privileges were only obtninablc after fourteen years' residence in the 
Stntc, and the possession of tho other qualifications of religion, pro
perty, etc. 

Noxt cmne Law No.13 of 1891, which was mther n. codificll.tion than 
n.n alteration of prm·ious laws. In 1892 another law wns pnssed n.gnin 
expln.iniog, but not mnterinlly altering, the franchise. In 1893 Law 
No.14 was passed as nn amendment of pt·cvious laws: further junnJin.,. 
the position-further hedging in the sncred preserve. As the la~v" wa'; 
superseded in tho following year it is unnecesso.ry to go into det&.il3; 
but nato how the measure became law I It Wll.S not published in the 
Staats Courant for three months as required by law; it was not pub
lished Bt nll; nor was any special resolution taken affirming tlmt it 
was n. matter of extreme urgency, and therefore to be held exempt from 
thnt rule of procedure; so that the High Court ought to be ablo to 
dccln.re it null and void. The circumstances of its introduction could 
not be considered to wnrrant the plea o~ -~~rgency. On thil 20th and 
80th June, 1893, memorhls upon the franchise question were laid before 
the Raad. From Joho.nncsburg came one memori11l bearing 4,507 
signatures out o! tbc grnnd total of 6,605 memorialists. It was in fnvou: 
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of cxlcusion of the lranebiso. Another memorial !rom 103 Free State 
but·ghers was in favour of extension, another from Barberton from 
40 burghers also for extension. Seven memorials, bearing 444 signa. 
tures, were against extension. · All the others concerned minor altern. 
lions in Law 13 of 1891, and did not affect· the franchise. The Rand 
appointed a commission, and on the Sth of September received its 

. report, together with a. draft law which bad not before seen the light of 
doy, After a discussion lnsting port of one morning the law was 
passed provisionally; and to be in full force. and effect until confirmed 
by the Rand in tho following year. Thus again were tho fundamental 
political conditions entirely altered by the passing of a law which two 
hours before had not been heard of. 

Law No. 3 of 1894 purports to supersede nil other laws. Therein it 
is. laid down that all persons born in the State; or who may hn1·e 
established their domicile therein before May 20, 1876, nrc entitled to 
full political privileges. Those who have settled in the country since 
then can become naturalized after two years' residence dating from the 
time at which their names were registered in tho Field-cornet's books. 
This naturalization confers the privilege of voting for local officials, 
Field-cornets, lo.nddrosts,1 and for members of the Second Rand. It 
is, however, stipulntcd that children born in the country shall take the 
status of their fathers. The naturalized subject, after having beon 
qualified to vote in this manner for two yeaxs, becomes cligiblo for o. 
sent in tho Second Voll<smad--i.e., four yeaxs after the registration of 
his name in the Field-cornet's books. After he shall have been 

·qualified to sit in the Second Volksrand for ten years (one of the con-
ditions for whicb is that he must be thirty years of age) he may obtain 
the full burgher l'ights or political privileges, provided the majority of 
burghers in his W nrd will signify in W"l'itirt{f their cle~ire that he sltoultl 
obtain them and provided the Prcsiilent and Executive shall see no 
objection to granting the same. It is thus clenr that, assuming the 
Field-cornet's records to be honestly and properly compiled and to be 
available for reference (which they are not), the immigrant, after 
foudecn years' probation, duxing-which he shnll have given up his own 
country and have been politicnlly emasculated, and having attained the 
age of at least forty years, would have the privilege of obtaining burgher 
rights should be be willing and able to induce the majority of 11 hostile 
clique to petition inwl'itiog on his behalf and should he then escape the 
veto of the President and Executive. 

This was the coping-stone to Mr. Kruger's Chinese wall. The 
Uitlanderslinrl their children were disfranchised for ever, and as fnr as 
legislation could make it sure the country was preserved by entail to 
the families of the Voortrekkcrs. The measure was only carried 

' Except on the r,oldficlds, where the appointments arc modo by CoYcrn· 
mcut. 
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because of tho strenuous support given by the President both within 
tho Tiand nnd nt thoso private mcrtin,qs which practically decide tho 
important business of tho country. The President threw off all disguise 
when it cnma to proposing this mcnsuro of protection. For ronny 
years be had been posing ns the one progressive factor in the State, 
and had induced tho great majority of people to believe that while he 
pcrsonnlly was willing and even anxious to accede to the reasonable 
requests of the new population his burghers were restraining him. He 
had for n time succeeded in quelling all ngitation by representing that 
demonstrations mode by the tax-bearing section only embarrassed him 
in his endeavour to relieve them, o.nd aggra.,·ated the position by rnising 
tho suspicions and opposition of his Conservative faction. 

In l~U3 n petition signed by upwards of 13,000 aliens in fnmur ol 
granting the extension of the ft·nnchisc was received by the Rand with 
groat laughter. But notwithstanding this discouragement, during the 
following yearn monster petition was got up by the National Union. 
It was signed by 35,483 Uitlnnders-mcn of nn ngo nn<l of sufficient 
education to qualify them for a vote in any country. 'fhc discussion 
which took place on this petition was so important, and the decision so 
pregnant with results, that copious notes of the Volksrnatl debate are 
published in this volume (Appendix F). The only response made to 
this nppenl wns.n firmer riveting of tho bonds. It is but just to say 
thnt thu President encountered determined opposition in his attempt to 
force his measure through the Rand. The progressive section (pro
gressive being a purely relative term which tho peculiar circumstances 
of tho country alone can justify) mndo a stand, but tho bw was carried 
nevertheless. Eye-witnesses of the scene state that two or three of the 
intelligent and liberal-minded farmers belonging to this progressive 
party, men who wore earnestly desirous of doing justice to all and 
furthering the interests of the State, declared at the close of tho debate 
that this meant tho loss of independence. • Now,' said one old Boer, 
'our country is gone. Kotlting can settle this but fighting, and there 
is only ono end to the fight. Kruger and his Hollanders have taken 
our iudcpcndcnco more surely than ever Sbcpstone did.' The passing 
of this measure was a revelation not only to the Uitlanders, who still 
believed that reasonable representations would prevail, but to a section 
of the rotors of tho country who had failed to realize llfr. Kruger's 
policy, and who honestly believed thnt he would carry some conciliatory 
1ncasurcs tending to relieve the strain, and satisfy tho large and ever· 
increasing industria.! population of aliens. The measure Will! accepted 
on all hands as an ultimatum-a dcclamtion ol war to the knife. 
l'hero was only ono redeeming feature nbout it : from that tilno 
forward there could bo no possibility of misunderstanding the position, 
nnd no reason to placo any credence in the assurances of the President. 
When remonstrated with on this subject of the refusal ol the franchise, 
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and when urged by a prominent man whose sympathies 11re who!Le 
with the Boer to consider the advisability of • opening the door a litl;en' 
the President, who was in his own bouse, stood up, and leading ,ii~ 
adviser by the arm, walked into the middle of the street, and poh'tho 
to the Transvaal flag flying over tho Government buildings, say the 
• You see that flag? II I grant the franchise, I may as well pull it 
down.' 

It is seldom possible to indicate the precise period at which a 
permanent change in the feeling of a people may be considered to have 
been effected, but the case of the Uitlandcrs undoubtedly presents one 
instance in which this is possible. Up to the passing of this Jaw quito 
a considerable section of the people believed that the President nnd tho 
Volksrand woudd listen to reason, and would even in tho ncar futuro 
make considerable concessions, A larger section, it is true, bcli;,.cd 
nothing of the sort, but at the same time were so far from thinking 
that it woudd be necessary to resort to extreme measures that they 
were content to remain passive, and allow their moro sanguine 
comrades to put their conviction• to the test. It is not too much to 
say that not one person in a hundred seriously contemplated that nn 
appeal to force would be necessary to obtain the concessions which 

· were being asked. It might be said that within an hour the scales 
dropped from the eyes of the too credudous community, and the gravity 
o! the position was instantly realized. The pass ago o! tho Bill and tho 
birth of tho revolutionary idea wore synchronous. 

In a brief sketch of events, such as this is, it is not possible with duo 
regard to simplicity to doni with matters in chronological order, and 
for this reason such questions as the franchise, the railway, dynamite, 
and others have been explained separately, regardless of the fact that 
it bas thereby become necessary to allude to incidents in the generlli 
history for which no explanation or context is supplied at the moment. 
This is particulal'ly the case in the matter of the franchise, and for the 
purpose of throwing light on tho policy of which the franchise enact
ments and tho Netherlands Railway affairs and other matters formed 
a portion, sou1e explanation should be given of President Kruger's own 
rmrt and history in the period under review. 

Mr. Kmger was elected President in 1882, and re-elected in 1888 
without serious opposition, his one-riYal, General Joubert, receiving nn 

_ iusignificant number of 'VOtes. Tho period for which he was now 
elected proved to be one of unexpected, unexampled prosperity, 
fumisbing him with the means of completing plans which must have 
seemed more or less visionary at their inception ; but it was also e. 
peliod of considerable trial. Tho development of the Barberton Gold
fields was a revelation to the peasant mind of what the power of gold 
is. The influx of prospectors was very considerable, tho increase of 
the revenue of the State appeared simply colossal ; and no sooner did 
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'•e Doer rulers begin to realize tho significance of tho Barberton boom 
ill'>) they were confronted with the incomparable greater discoveries 
wiho Witwatersrand. 'l'he President did not like the Uitlo.nders. He 
ycJo no conccnlwent of the fact. Ho could never be induced to 

. nnin to the petitions of that community, nor to do anything in the 
'•'"Y of roads and bridges in return for the very heavy contributions 
which tho little community sent to the Republic's treasury. In those 
days housed to plead that tho distance was great, and the time required 
for coach-tmvclling was too considerable; but tho development of the 
Witwatersrand and the growth of Johannesburg within thirty·two 
miles of the cupitnl, while disposing of the pretexts which held good in 
the case of Barberton, found Mr. Kruger no more inclined to make tho 
nc~uaintnnce of the newcomers thnn he hnd been before. Notwith
standing that the law prescribes thnt the President shill! visit nil tho 
districts and towns of the State at lonst once during the year, notwitb. 
standing, also, the proximity of J olmnnesburg, the President has only 
visited the industrial capitol of the Republic three times in nine years. 
1'ho first occnsion was in tho early days-a visit now remembered only 
as the occasion of the bnn~uct at which Mr. Cecil Rhodes, then one of 
the pioneers of the Hand, in proposing the President's health, appealed 
to him to make friends with the newcomers, and to extend the privi· 
leges of the older residents to 'his young burghers-like myself.' That 
was bcforo Mr. Hhodes had secured his concession, and long before the 
Charter was thought of. 

1'here is an unreported incident which occurred a year or two later, 
concerning the two strong men of Africnr-it was a 'meeting' which 
didn't tnko place, and only Mr. Rhodes can say how it might have 
nffcctcd the futuro o! South Africa had it come off. The lattm· arrived 
by conch in Pretoria one Saturdny morning, and, desiring to see tho 
President, nslwd Mr. Ewald Esselen to accompany him and interpret 
!or him. Mr. Rhodes, ]mowing tho peculiar ways of ~Jr. Kruger, 
waited nt the gate n few yards from the house while Mr. Esselen went 
in to inquire if the President would see him. Mr. Krugar's reply was 
thnt he would sec Mr. Rhodes on Monday. Mr. Esselen urged that as 
Mr. Rhodes wns obliged to leave on Sunday night the reply was tanto· 
mount to a refusal. The President answered that this was 'N ncht. 
mnnl' time and the town was full of his burghers, nnd that he made 
it n rule, which he would violate for no one, to reserve the S11turdays 
o[ tho N achtrnnalwcck for his burghers so as to boor what they had 
to say if any wished to speak to him, ns his burghers were more to 
him than nnyone else in the world. '1 do no business on Sunday,' he 
concluded, 'so Rhodes con wait or go I' Mr. Rhodes did not wnit. 
When he heard the nnswer he remarked to Ur. Essclen, 'The old 
dc,·ill I meant to work with him, but I'm not going on my knees to 
him. I've got my concession, however, nnd he can do nothing.' 
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The second \'isit c! Mr. Kruger to Johannesburg wns tho famous ono 
of 1890, when tho collapse of the sh~re m~rkct IUld tho nppll.ren• 
failure of many of the mines left n thriftless and gambling communit> 
wholly rnined and half starving, unable to benr the burden which tho 
State imposed, almost wholly unapprcciativo of tho possibilities of the 
Main Reef, IUld ignorant of what to do to create nn industry and 
restore prosperity. This, at leo.st, the community did understand, that 
they were horribly overtaxed; that those things which might be their 
snlvation, and nrc necessary conditions for industrial prosperity-rail
ways, cheap livin~, consistent and fair govornruonh-wero not theirs. 
The rresident visited Johannesburg with the object of givin;:; the 
assurance that railways would be built. He addressed n crowd of 
many thousands of people from n plotform at tho Wanderers' Club 
pavilion. He did not conceal his suspicions of the people, nnd his 
attempts to conceal his dislike were transparent and inst1mtly detected, 
tho result being that there was no hllrmony between his Honour and 
the people of J ohnnnesburg. Later in tho evening the crowd, which 
had hourly become larger and more and more excited and dissatisfied, 
surrounded the house which the President was occupying, and, without 
<lesire to e!Tect any violence, but by simple pressure of numbers, swept 
in the railings and pillars which enclosed the house. 1\Iost fortunately 
the Chief of Police had withdrawn all the Boer members of the force, 
and the crowd, to their surprise, wc1·e held back by Colonial, English, 

· and Irish 'bobbies.' This wns probably tho only thing tlmt prevented 
n very serious culmination. As it was, somo excited individuals pulled 
down tho Trnnsvanl flag from tho Government buildings, tore it in 

__ sla·ods and trampled it under foot. Tho incident should have been 
ignored under tho exceptionally trying conditions of tho time, but the 
Government determined to make much of it. Somo arrests wero 
etTocted, and men thrown into prison. I3nU was refused ; in fact, 
'martyrs' were mndc, and tho incident became indelibly stamped on 
tho memory of both Boer and Uitlandet·. The President vowed that 
he would never visit tho place again, end without doubt mn.- usc of 
his experience to consolidate the feeling ol his burghers against tho 
Uitlnnders. 

At a meeting o! burghers severn! months after this incident he 
referred to the agitation nnd constant complaining of the Uitlanders, 
nnd stated that they had only themselves to thank for all their troubles, 
and yet they would blame tho Government. Ho then proceeded to 
entertain his hearen with one of the inevitable illustrations from life 
in the lower animal kingdom. 'They remind me,' said his Honour, 
• of the old baboon that is chained up in my yard. When he burnt his 
tail in the Katlir's firo the other day, he jumped round nnd bit me, lllld 
;h~t just after I had been feeding him.' For five years 1\Ir. Kruger 
wu• ns good ns his word. He would not· even pass through Johannes-
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burg when conveuienco suggested his doing so, but m~do circuits by 
•oad to avoid the place of detestation. It was on one of these visits to 
.c>rugersdorp, 11 township withio tho WitwntersrllDd Fields,_ twenty 
miles from Job!lDnesburg, that the President, appreciating the fact that 
besides his beloved burghers there might, owing to tho proximity of 
tho fields, be some unregenerate aliens present, commenced. his address 
as follows : • Burghers, friends, thic,·es, murderers, newcomers, n.nd 
others.' This wo.s not ill judged and hborious humour; it wns said in 
absoluto earnest. The references wero repeated at various iotcrvals io 
tho address, and hero explained by allusions to tho Scriptures and to 
tho all·me•·ciful God through whom even the worst might hope to bo 
redeemed, tho inference clearly being that even the Uitlander, by the 
grace of God (nod no doubt Mr. Kruger), might hope io time to 
approach the fitness of the burgher. 

In the meantime another affair occurred, which revived much of the 
o!J feeling expressed nt the time of the flag affair. War was declared 
against Mnlaboch, n natil·e chief with a followiog of a few hundreds, 
who bad, it was alleged, refused to pay his taxes. Such wars are of 
frequent occurrence in the Transvnal, the reasons assigned being usually 
some failure to pay taxes or to submit to the discipline of tho Native 
Commissioners. In this case British subjects were commandeered
t1Jnt is, requisitioned to flght or to find in money or in kind some con· 
tribution to the carrying on of tho war. It was felt that the position 
of the llepublic did not wn,rant at that time a resort to commandeer
ing, n measure which no doubt wns necessary in the early dnys when tho 
Republic had no cash; but with a declared surplus of about £1,000,000 
in tho "Treasury it was deemed to be an uncivilized and wholly un
necessary measure, and one capable of tho groosest abuse, to permi~ 
men of inferior intelligence and training, and of no education, such as 
the Ficld·cornets are, to use their discretion in levying contributions 
upon individuals. Tho Uitlanders wero especially sensible of the in· 
justice done to them. They had been definitely refused all voice in the 
affairs of tho State, llDd they already contributed nine. tenths of tho 
revenue. They received in retum nn infinitesimal portion in the shape 
of civil administrntion and public works, and they were distinc~ly not 
in the humour to be placed at tho mercy of Ilocr officials, who would 
undoubtedly mulct them and spare the burghers. Protests were made; 
and five of the men commandeered in Pretoria, haviog point. blank 
refused to comply with the orders, were placed under arrest. Tho High 
Commissioner, Sir Henry (now Lord) Loch, was appealed to, and, 
acting on instructions from the Imperial Government, immediately 
proceeded to Pretoria. The excitement was iotense. In Johannesburg 
a number of men were prepared to malre a dash on Pretoria to effect 
the forcible release of tho prisoners, and had any steps been token to 
enforce tho commandeering law within the Witwatersrand district, 
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withou~ doubt n collision would havo t~ken plocc. Tho supply of arms 
in tho town was, it' is truo, wholly inadequate lor nny resistance to the 
Doers, but in tho excitement of tho limo this was not considered. 

Sir Henry Loch's visit had tho effect of suspending nll action; but 
the opinion in Protoria ,was thnt should the High Commissioner pro· 
ccc<l to J ohunncsburg thoro would bo such an outburst of feeling that 
no one could foresee the results. Every effort was made to prevent 
him !rom going. Among other steps taken by· tho President was that 
of sending over fo1· the President of tho Chamber o( Mines, hlr. Lionel 
Phillips, nnd requesting him, if be bad the interests of the State and 
the welfare of the community at heart, to use his influence to dissuade 
the High Commissioner from visiting the town in its then excited state. 
Sir Henry Loch, in deference to the opinion expressed on all sides, 
agreed not to visit Johannesburg, but to receive deputations from 
J ohntmcsburg people at his hotel in Pretoria. The High Commis· 
sioner's Yisit was successful. Tho Government ngreeu to absoh·o 
British subjects from the opcrntiotl of the Commando Law; but the 
men who had bcenA>rrested and nlrendy sent under ~:uard to tho front 
were allowed to proceed and reccj vc their discharge nt the sccno of war, 

· and were compelled to find their own way back, receiving no considera· 
lion or compensation for the treatment to which, thoy had been sub. 
jcctcd. In this respect it is ditlicult to say that Sir Henry Loch 
achieved all thnt might hnvo been expected from him. Possibly, to 
insist on more than he did would b.vc left President Kruger no nltornn· 
tivo but to refuse at all risl<s. The Volksraad being then in session, 
thoro may have been some diplomatic reasons lor not pressing mutters 
too bard. ' 

A trivial incident occurred which once more excited bad party feeling. 
_Tho High Commissioner was met at tho railwny·station by tho Pre· 
sident in his cn:rringe. Tho enthusiastic crowd ol British subjects 
shouluerod aside tho escorts provided by the Government, took tho 
horses from the carriage, and drew it dbwn to the hotel. In tho course 
of tho journey nn individual mounted the bo;-scnl of the cnrl'iagc with 
the Union Jack fastened on n bamboo, and in tho excitement of tho 
moment allowed the folds of Englnnd's Bag to gnthcr round the Pro· 
sidcnt. His Honour roso very excitedly and struck nt tho flag with 
his walking·sticlt; but in bliss!ul ignorance of what wns going on 
bobinil him the standard-bearer continued to flip his Honou~ with the 
flag until tho. hotel wns roached. There it was understood that tho 
President would loavo tho cnrt·iago with tho High Commissioner, nml 
under this misapprehension th6se who bad dt·nwn the onrring3 down 
left their posts and joineil tho cheering crowd thronging round tho 
hotel. The President was unfortunately loft in the carriage with 
neither horses nor men to move hina, and there be was obliged to wait 
until a number of burghers wore called up, who drew his Honour of£ 
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to his own house. The affair wns wholly unpremeditated nnd nlmost 
unobserved at tho tiroe, but it WIIS unfortunately construed by the Pre· 
aident as a deliberate insult, and it increased, if possible, his dislike for 
the Uitlander. 

Tho difficulty of dealing with a mnn of Mr. Kruger's nature and 
training was further illustrated by another occurrence in these negotin
tions. During a meeting between the President and the High Com· 
1uissioner in tho presence of their respective staffs the former became 
very excited, and proceeded to speak his mind very openly to. his 
friends, referring freely to certain matters which it was undesirable to 
mention in tho presence of tho British party. Mr. Ewald Essclen, tho 
late State Attorney, wrote in Dutch in a very largo round schoolboy 
hand, 'Do careful! there is an interpreter present,' and handed tho 
slip of pnper to tho President. Tho latter stopped abruptly, looked at 
tho slip of paper, first one way o.nd then another, and after a long 
pause threw it on tho table, saying: 'Ewo.ld, what does this mean? 
What do you write things to mo lor? Why don't you speak, so thnt 
ono can understand?' 

Early in 1895 efforts were mndo by tho Dutch officials in J ohnnncs
burg ond a number of private inilividunls to induce the President to 
Yisit tho place ognin, when it was thought that a better reception would 
be accorded him than that which he had experienced on his visit in 
1890. Mr. Kruger steadily refused for some time, but wns eventually 
persuaded to open in person tho first agricultural show held on tho 
Witwotcrsrand. Every precaution was to.Ircn to insure him a good 
welcome, or, ot !cost, to avcid any of those signs which would indicate 
that Johannesburg likes President Kruger no more than be lil<es 
J ohnnncsburg; and even those who were most conscious of tho Pre
sident's malign influence did all in their power to make the visit a 
success, believing the01sclvcs to bo in duty bound to 01ake any effort, 
even nt the saerifice of personal sympathies and opinions, to turn tho 
current of feeling and to wod; lor n pcnccful settlement of the diffi .. 
culties which unfortunately seemed to be tllicl<ening all round. Tho 
event passed off without n hitch. It would bo too mucl! to say that 
srent enthusiasm prevailed; bm, at least, n respectful, and at times 
even cordial, greeting was accorded to tho President, and his nddrcss 
in the agricultural show grounds was particularly well received. ~'be 
l'residcnt returned to Pretoria that night, and was asl<cd what he 
thought of the affair: 'Did be not consider it an amende for what batl 
happened five years before? And was he not convinced from personal 
observation tbnt tho people of J ohannesbm·g wero loyal ]nw-abidin" 
and respectful to the bend of tho Government under which they lil'ed ?: 
Mr. Kruger's reply in tho vcrnneulnr in unprintable; but the polite 
equivalent is,' Ugh I A pock of lickspittles.' In 'Pilo of n subscqucut 
promulgation, it seems clenr thul there is no 'for~cl and forgive • in 
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his Honour's attitude towa1-ils Joha.nne•burg. 'l'bo result of 'this inter· 
view became known, and naturally created a yery bad impression. 

During his second term of office 1\fr. Kruger lost much of his personal 
popularity and influence with the Doors, and incurred bitter opposilion 
on account of his policy of favouring members of his own clique, of 
granting concessions, and of cultivating the Hollander faction nod 
nllowing it to dominate the State. 

Outside the Transvaal Ur. Kruger has the reputation of being !roo 
from the !oint of corruption !rom which so ronny of his collcngucs 
suffer. Yet within the Republic and among his own people one of the 
gravest of the charges levelled ngainst him is that by his example and 
connivance he has made himself responsible for much of the plundering 
that goes on. There ll!e numbers of cases in which the President's 
nearest relati\•es havo.been proved to be concerned in tho most flagrant 
jobs, only to bo screened by his influence ; such cases, lor instance, as 
that of the Vaal River Water Supply Concession, in which Mr. Kruger's 
son·in·law 'hawlted' about lor the highest bid the vote of tho Executive 
Council on a matter which bad not yet come before it, and, moreover, 
sold and duly delivered the aforesaid vote, .There is the famous libel 
case in which Mr. Eugene Marais, the eclitor of the Dutch paper Land 
en Volk, successfully sustained his allegation that the President had 
do!raudecl the State by charging heavy travelling expenses lor i\ certnin 
trip on which he was actually the guest of the Cape Colonial Govern· 
mcnt,l 

The party in opposition to President Kruger, with General Joubert 
at its head, might, for purposes of nomenclature, be called tho Pro
gro91live Party. It was really led by Mr. Ewald Esselen, a highly. 
educated South African, born in the Cnpe Colony of German parentage, 
educated in Edinburgh, and practising as a barrister at the Pretoria 
Bnr. Mr. Esse len was a medical student at tho time of the Boer W nr 
of Independence, and having then; as he still has, enthusiastic Boer 
sympathies, volunteered lor medical service during the war. He sub· . 
sequently became ttttached to the President's staff, and finally, on 
completing his legal education, was appointed Jtrtlgo of the High Court 
in the Transvaal. Relinquishing his scat on the Deneb after somo 
years of honourable service, he returned to the Bar, and became an 
active factor in politics.' Mr. Esselen, from being the closest personal 
adherent of Mr. Kruger, became lor a time his most formidable 
opponent and his most dreaded critic. A campaign was .. organized 
for tho presidentioJ election, nnd feeling ran extremely high. To such 
lengths, indeed, did the Doer partisans go, that for .some months the 
possibility of a resort to anus lor the settlement of their ditTcrcnccs 
was freely discussed by both parties. Tho election took place in 1893, 
and at tho same time elections of members for tho First Vollmnad 

• For Vo!ksraad records o'n this subject sco Appendix 0. 
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were in pro:;rcS9. Mr. :Kruger made masterly usc of his position in 
olflce and of his authority over the officials appointed during his 
regime, and lor the time being he converted the Civil Service o! tho 
country into an election organization. Not e1·en tho enemies o! tho 
l'•·c•ioent will deny that he is both a practised diplomat nnd a deter. 
mined fighter. Dy his energy, intrigue, personal inUuence, and intense 
<leterminntion, be not only compelled his party to the highest effort, 
but to n largo extent broke tho spirit of tho opposition before the rent 
stn1gglo began. There nro two stages in tho Presidential election nt 
which a flght cnn, under certain circumstances, be made. Thoro "'ere 
certainly two stages in this election. Tho first is at the polls; the 
second is in the Vo!ltsraau, when objections have to bolod~ed against 
candidates and n commission of investigation appointed, o.nd the steps 
necessary for the installation of the new President have to be discussed, 
Mr. Eruger and his party took o.mple precautions. It has been state<! 
openly nnd without contradiction, and is accepted in th~ Transvaal ns 
an unquestionable !net, that o.t least three properly elected members of 
tho Volksrnnd were • jockeyed' out of their scats because they were' 
!mown to have leanings towards General Joubert. A number of his 
supporters nmong tho prominent officials of the Chi! Service were 
disfranchised by tho action ol President :Kruger because they bad 
favoured l1is rival. In n country whero the matters of Government 
have been so loosely conducted, it is no doubt fairly easy to find flaws, 
and the President e!perienccd no difficulty in establishing a sufficient 
cnse ngninst General Joubert's supporters to sntisfy the persons 
nppointeil by him to investigate matters. On various pretexts, newly· 
elected members were <lcbnrrcd from taking their scats. In one case, 
a strong supporter of Gcncrn.l J oubcrt, who was returned by n majority 
of something lilw six to one, was kept out of his sent by the mcro 
lodging of nn objection by his opponent, the former representative of 
the constituency; there being n provision in the Jaw that objections 

. with rcgnrd to elections shall be henrd by the Volksraad, and thnt, 
pending the return o! n now member, the member last elected for the 
constituoncy shnll continuo to represent it. That the objection lodged 
in this cnsc wns ridiculous in the extreme hnd no bearing on the imme. 
dintc result. The President, with ndmirnblo gravity, snid, 'The lnw 
provi<les thnt nil objections must bo heard by tho Voll<Srnnd, and thnt 
pending the decision the old member' (a strenuous supporter of his 
Honour) 'sbnll retuin his sc"t; nntl boforo nn· things we must support 
tho law.' In tho case of Mr. Esselen, who was elected Member for 
Potchefstroom, the most flagrant abuses were proved to havo been 
committed by tho pollli1g officer, the Janddrost, dend nnd absent men 
having (according to him) rolled up freely to voto for the Rrugeriio 
candidate. Numbers of Mr. Esselcn's supporters were disqualified on 
Yarious pretexts, and tho voting being conducted openly, tho moral 
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suasion and close supervision or the official (Krugeritc)lt1 this c •• 
effective. Mr. Essolcn was declared to have lost hitu the elec •~·'' 
votes. Scrutinies were demanded nnd objections lodge were ser. • , 
avail. The tactics above indicated wcro pursued in ovet,nmso. ~'he 
old Volksraad having been filled with Mr. Kruger's crc1tturcs, it wns, 
of course, his interest to support tho return or old members. Ho was 
thus enable~, by tho law abovo quoted, to retain nn old member in tho 
VolksrMd pending the decision in a cnse of dispute. ~fr. Essclcn's 
defeat was n. crushing blow to the Joubert party, ns tho wnnt of n 
lender in the House itself completely demornlizeu tho Gcneml's 
followers. Tho election for President proceeded, nnd Gencrol Joubert 
was, without any doubt whatever, elected by a very considcrnblc 
majority. The tactics already described were ngain followed, tutd tho 
result was announced as: Kruger, 7,881; Joubert, 7,009. Objections 
wore lodged by Generol Joubert, but, depri1•ed of tho sm·ices or Mr 
Esselen in tho First Rand, and overawed by tho fierce determination 
of his opponent, the General, finding himself in for a struggle, lost 
heart as usuol and collapsed, · 

The difference between the two men is rcmnrknble. Mr. Kruger, to 
his credit be it said, hns not tho remotest conception of the meaning of 
fear, tlnd wout!d not know how to begin to give in. Mr. Joubert, 
'Slim (sly) Piet,' as ho is culled, possessing n considornblo sh.ro of 
the real Africander cunning, is yet no match for his rival in diplomacy, 
and has none of his grit and courage. In Inter years this has been 
proved a score of times, and it is, therefore, tho moro interesting to 
recall that at tho time of tho annex~tion General Joubert reCused to 
compromise his principles by taking office under Shepstono, whilst 
Mr. Kruger was not so stanch ; and both beroro and during tho war 
General J oubort rcrused to accept less than what ho considered to be 
his rights, and steadily and frequently proclaimed his readiness to 
fight whilst Mr. Kruger was diplomatizing. 

The Commission appointed by tho Rand to investigate matters was 
constituted chiefly of Mr. Kruger's supporters, and tho result was n 
foregone conclusion. They confirmed the result of the election no 
declared; and Ur.ll:ruger, with tho grim humour which upon occasions 
distinguishes him, seeing an opportunity for inexpensive magnanimity 
which would gratify himself and be approved by cvcryono-cxccpt tho 
recipients-nppointed the most prominent supporters of his rival in tho 
Volksrand to be the official deputation to welcome tho new President. 

The President did not neglect those who had stood by him in his 
hour of need. Mr. Rock, landdrost nnd polling·officcr of Potchcr
stroom, who had deserved well of his patron, if for nothing more than 
the overthrow of Mr. Esselen, was appointed member of tho Executive 
to fill a position created purposely for him. The membership of tho 
Executive is expressly defined by tho Grondwet; but his Honour is 
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by such con~idcrations. lie ercatccl tho position of 
md of his,o tho Executive with n ho.ndsomo salnry nnd a right 
, nnd lor titowed this upon his worthy henchman. · 

The 'o!.o nrtive Council thus constituted consisted of six members; 
and hero ngnin tho President contrived to kill two birds with one 
stone, tho expression of his gratitude being by no moans unprofitable. 
Alter so bitter n strugglo noel the resort to such extreme men•ures ns 
he hnd been obligccl to use, he anticipated no little opposition even 
within the inner circle, and, in nny case, he as usual deemed it wise 
to provide a~ninst nil contingencies. Dr. Le}·ds' vote he knew he 
could counL on, tho interests of the pnl'ty which the State Secretory 
rt·pre,ents being such that they nro obliged to work with Mr. Iirugcr. 
~'ho appointment, therefore, of Mr. Kock gnvo his lionour one half of 
the Executive, and tho casting·Yote which pertains to his office turned 
tho scale in his fnvour. Whatever, therefore, might bo his trouble• 
with the Volksrnnd when, by process of justice, reform, or denth hi• 
adherents should be gracluully removed from that Chamber, his posi
tion wns, humanly spcnking, o.ssured in tho Executive Council for the 
to1·m of his ofilce. 

Tho opposition to Ur. Koek's appointment wo.s extremely strong, 
culminating in tho formulntion of charges of tbe!t against binn by 
Ur. Eugene Marais, the spirited editor of tho leading Dutch paper, 
Land en Volk. Tho charge alleged agninst Mr. Kock was that during 
his term o! ofilco as lundclrost nt Potchefstroom he bud npproprinted 
tho telcgrnph-wireg in order to fence biB own farm. Feeling ran so 
high that it became necessary to hold nn investigation. A trial in the 
ordinary courts was not permitted, but " Special Commissioner, one 
not qualified by legal experience or official position to preside in such 
a cnse, WD.8 Belected. By e. positively ludicrous exercise of discretion 
in tho matter of admission ol evidence, Mr. Kook was cleared. Mr. 
Marais, nothing daunted, continued his exposures, ehnllenging thnt 
action should be taken against himself for libel, nnd finally producing 
photographs taken by competent witnesses showing the corpus delicti 
;,. situ, The President nnd Mr. Kock were not to be drawn, however, 
ancl, secure in their ncwly-ac'luired positions, they declined the offer 
of battle and rested on their laurels. 

For some limo the Opposition, now called the Progressive Party, 
~·o.s completely dcwornlizcd, and it was not until the following year 
thnt individuals ogain endeavoured to give cohesion to the party. 
Appcnls were wade by them to prominent indhiduols and firms 
associated with tho mining industry for finnncial support in tho 
mnnncr in which it is contributed in England for electioneering 
purposes. A determined and well·sustnined effort was made to 
educate Boor opinion to better things, o.nd to bring such i.nfiuence to 
benr on the electornto as would result in tho return of a bettor class 
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of men 10 the Volksro.ad. Newspapers conhcted' wit'J this c 
view were circulated throughout the country, and when the elections 
lor the Volksraad took place, specially qualifiod agents were sent to 
ascertain the feeling ·of the districts, and to work up an opposition to 
the existing methods of Government. In every case endca\'ours were 
made to select a popular resident within a district of more cnlight· 
ened Tiews and higher chMacter than his fellows. A good many 
thousand pounds were contributed and ospcnrled lor this purpose. 
Absolutely no stipulation WllS made by the contributors t.o this lund, 
exceyt that tho aim should be lor honest and decent government. Tho 
lunda were placed unreservedly in the ho.nds of well-known and highly 
respected men who were themselves burghers of the State, and tho 
Uitlandero laid themseh·cs out for one moro etTort to effect the reforms 
by peaceful means and pressure from within the Stole. Tho elections 
came off, and were regn.rded as a triumph for tho Progressive Party, 
which it was alleged had secured some sixteen out of twenty-six se~ts 
in the First Volksraad, ani! a similar majority in the Second. Hope 
revived and confidence was restored among the Uitlu.nders, but old 
residents in the oountry who knew the Boer character warned the 
alien community not to expecl too much, as it was a question yet to 
be decided bow many of those who were ProgreBSives at the lime of 
the election woudd stu.nd by their professions when brought face to 
lace with the President and his party in battw array. 

The warning was too well warranted. The Volkaraad so constituted 
was the one which rejected with sullen incivility (to opply no harsher 
term) the petition of 40,000 Uitlanders for some measure of franchise 
reform, This Progressive Raad was also the one which passed tho 
Bills curtailing the liberty of the press, and prohibiting the !·.olding 
of public meetings and the organization of election committees, and 

_ which distinguished itself by an attempt to wrest from the High Court 
the decision of a matter still sub judice-tho cyanide case. 

In this case. the wining industry had combined to test the validity 
of certain patents. I In spite of attempts at reasonable compromise on 
behalf of the mines, and these failing, in spite of every effort wade to 
expedite the bearing of the ease, the question continued to hang for 
some years, and in the meantime efforts were being made during two 
successi~e sessions of the Volksraad to obtain the passage of some 
measure which would practioally secure to the holders of the patents 
a. monopoly for the use of cyanide, or an indelea,ible title to the 
patents, whether valid in law and properly acquired or not. These 

· o.ttempts to evade the issue were in themselves a disgrace to a civilized 
notion. Failing the obtaining of an absolute monopoly, a.n endeavour 

1 The decioion of the High Court was given in November, 1896, in favour 
of the cowbined companies on all points, and the ~atont.s were thWI declared 
to he. inv•lid I 4 
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•"'·.ro ii mn~o tu pass a law that o.ll patents held 11ithout dispute lor n 
certain pcriou should bo uMssailablo on any grounds. There WIU! a 
thin attompl at disguising the pUI'J'OSO of this measure, but so thin, 
that not even tho originators could keep up tho pretence, and tho 
struggle wns ncknowledged to bo one between the supporters of. a.n 
independent court of justice nod honest government on the one sulc, 
and a party of wou!d.bo concessionnairoor-one might say' pirates '-on 
tho other. 'fhc judges mndo no secret of their intention to tender their 
resignations shoulol tho menonrc pnss; the President ronde no secret 
of his desire that it should pns•. His party voted as one man In 
favour of it, and the coffee meetings on the Presidential stoep were 
unanimously lor it. The TI:md was e.actly divided on the measure, 
nnd it wa• eventually lost by tho casting-vote of the chairman. No 
absolute harm was done, but tho re•·clntion of tho shameful condition• 
of n!fnirs in a RMd of which so much good was expected did as much 
as anything could do to destroy all hope. It wna a painful exhibition, 
and tho sordid details which came to light, the unblushing attempts to 
levy blackmail on those who were threatened with pillage by would-be 
concessionn.ires, tho shameless conduct of Rand members flghting us 
hirelings to imposo a frosh burden on their own country, sickened tho 
o•·crburdcned community. 

Tho Dcwnarplantscn question also excited much discussion, but was 
not a subject of ~uch close interest to tho Uitlander community as 
others, for tho reason that but few companies were directly concerned. 
Bowanrplaatson is a narue given to areiU! granted lor the purpose of 
conservation of wn~er, for depositing residues of crushed ore, etc.-in 
fact, thoy are grants of the surface-rights of certain areas at a lower 
rnte of license tho.n that paid upon claim or minoro.! areas. · This 
'l'tlrintion in tho licensed areas wne a wholly unnecessary complicnt.ion 
of tho gold law, tho difference In cost being inconsiderable, and the 
diiTcrence in title affording untold possibilities of lawsuits. In some 
cnsos companies had taken out originally the more expensive clnim, 
licenses lor ground the snrlaco only of which it was intended to use. 
They had been compelled, by order of the Government, to convert 
these claims at a later period into bowMrplnatsen. They were almost 
invnrinbly sHunted on the south side of the Witwatersrand Main Reef, 
fvr the rcnson thnt, as tho ground sloped to the south, the water was 
found thcro, the mills woui.:J nnturully be erected there, and tho in
clination of the ground offered tempting fncilities lor the disposal of 
residues. After some years of development on the Main Reef it 
became clear that the bnnkot beds, which were known to dip towards 
the south, became gradually flatter at tho lower levels, and, consequently, 
it was clcnr thut bodies of reel woulu be accessible vertically from 
areas south of the reel which had formerly been regarded as quite 
worthless 1111 gold-bearing claims. The companies which owned these 
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bewnarplnntscn now contcnJc<l that theY. shou!J be nllowod to convcr1 
them into claims, ns, by their enterprise, they had exploited tho upper 
levels nnd rc,·calcd tho con<Utions which mn<lo the bewnarpluntscn 
vnkablc. Tho companies hnu cndcaYourcd to conYcl't these bcwaar· 
pb"tscn into claims when they first di•covcrcd that thoro was n 
possibility of thcir becoming valuable, oud tb11t at a limo when tho areas 
thcmsclrea were of extremely little marl;ct \'aluo to any except the 
holders of tho surlaco rights. 'Ihoy wcro unsuccessful in this through 
some lack of provision in tho low, and ycnr artor year tho subject was 
fought out auol postponed, the disputed groun<l all tho time becoming 
more am! more valuable, o.nd· consequently a greater prize for tho 
concessionnoire and pirnte, and a g~·cnter incentire to bribery on all 
hands, until it came to be regarded by tho worthy members of tho 
Voll.srand as something very like a spceitli dispewmtion of Providence, 
intended to provide annuities lor Volksrnad members at tho o~ponso of 
tho unfortunate owners. After a particularly fierce etrugglo, the 
Volksrnnd went so far ns to decide that those companies which bad 
been obliged to convert .their original claim-holdings into bowaar· 
plantsen should be nllowcd to re-convert them to claims Md to retain 
them, Even this was only gained niter the Minister of Mines hnd, Gn 
his own responsibility, issued· tho claim licenses, and so forced the 
Volksrand to fnce the issue of confitming or reversing Ws action I 

In this matter the President again fought tooth and nail against tho 
industry, and mos~ strenuous efforts wcro made by him and his party 
to obtain a revcrso.l of the decision, but wiLhout o!Iect. This, however, 
only disposed of a small portion of tho ground at stake. With regatu 
to those areas which had never been held ns cbims, tho issue lay 
between two pnrties lmown respectively as the companies, who were 
tho surfnce·owners, and the applicants. The npplicllllts, according to 
tho polite fiction, were those who, having no claim superior to thM of 
any ·ather individuo.l. member of the public, had lmpponed to have 
priority in. order of application. As 1> wntter of fact, they were 
Government otllcinls, political supporters and rclnth•es of iho President, 
financeJ nnd guided by two or three of the professional concession· 
hunters and hangers-on of Mr. Kruger's Government. Notwith. 
stnnding the existence of n law speciflco.lly prohibiting Government 
servants from concerning themseh·cs in other business and •pccuh
tions; the po.rties to this !ln'angemcnt entered into notarinl contract• 
determining tho apportionment of the plunder, and undertaking to u'o 
their influence in every way with the President and his party and with 
members of tho Volksrnad to sccnro the granting of the rights in 
dispute to themselves. 'VHh them wo.s associu.tcd tho origin:.ttor nnll 
ho!Jcr of another infamous monopoly, and it was stated by him in tho 
Chamber of l\1ines that should they fail to obtoin these ri~hts for 
themselves, they were prepared to co·operato with another parry and 
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.•• ee the Government to put them up for public auction, so that at 
any ra\e the mines should not have them. The object of this threat 
was to compel the mining companies to come to terms with him ann 
compromise mBttetfl. 

One of the notnrinl contracts referred to hM been made public, and 
it con ~nine the names of Mr. 'Koos' Bmlt, the Government RRilway 
Commissioner, and one of the highest officials in the Stnl<l; Lnnddrost 
Schutte, Chief MagiRtrate of Pretoria, and ~lr. Hendrik Schoemnn, 
one of the moat prominent commandnnts in the Trnnsvnnl, and a ncnr 
relation of the President. l\ h dlcss to •ny, all nro members of the 
J{ruger family party, and were most prominent supporters of his 
Honour at the time of the 1893 election. They claim that they wera 
dafinitely promised a concession for tho bewanrploatson as a reward 
for their service• in thia election. The precedent qnotod on helmlf of 
the companies in •upport of their clnim ia that of the bricltmnlrer's 
license under the Gold Law. Brickmnkers h•ve privileges under their 
license similar to tho•• ~ranted with bewaarplaatsen, but in their case 
it is provided that should gold be discovered or be believed to e'ist in 
the areaa granted under their licenses, the holder of the license shall 
have the right to convert his arM into mining claims on complying 
with lhe ordinary provisions of the Gold Law. The companies urged 
that this reveals the intention of the law, and that such a condition 
was omitted in connection with bewaarplaatsen simply and solely 
through oversight, and because at that time it never occurred to any
one to suppose that the gold-bearing depo•its would shelve off and be 
accessible at such great distJances from the outcrop as where the 
bewaarplaatsen are located. The companies, moreover, pointed out 
that these areas were in every case located in the middle of property 
held under mining licenses, that they themselves owned the surface of 
the property and therefore no one else could work on them, that the e.reas 
wore in themselves too small and too irregular in shape to be worked 
independently of tho surrounding ground, and that tho grantin~ of 
them to others could not oo JUstified by any right on tho part of 
applicB.Dts, B.Dd would merely be placing in their hands the meMB 
of imposing on the owners of the surface; and tho adjacent claims an 
excoosive purchase price or the al<ernative of being blocked in tho 
development of their own ground. After the Second Hand bad decided 
in principle in favour of the surface holders, action was taken by the 
First Rand, and a change of front was effected by a measure alteration, 
which hung the queGtion up for another year. Everyone realized that 
this wa.s secured bv the intluence of the President in the tirst pl•ce 
e.ud by the pliobility of H"ad members in the second, on the ground 
that the mtt.tter w"" too profitable to them personally to be disposed ol 
umil it became ab•olutely compulsory .• 

1 During .tho ••~•ion of '96 tho Volk•rnad decidod to put the bew•arplantaen 
np for puhhc •ucttou, tho yroce.,d. of th• rillle w be divided equally betw .. n 
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One of the first cor.ce,.ions gmnted by the Boer Government a' 
the restoration of the country to them wos tho liquor monop~.~. 
Under this grant a factory established within a few milea of Pretoria 
hns tbe sole right to distil epirits. Time nod very considerable ex
perience are in nil countries necessary for the manufacture ol good 
liquor, and tbe natural conditions are not more favourable to the 
indnstry in the Trnnsmslthan elsewhere, con.equantly the product is 
not regarded with l!l"Mt fnvour. The enterprise, however, is a 1·cry 
prospero119 one, bring dependent almost entirely upon the sale ol 
liquor t<l nnti1·es. For a uurober of years representations were mnde 
by the Chamber of Mine• on behalf of the indn•try, by indhidunl• 
and by public petitions, with the objoct of controlling the liquor tm,1e 
~nd properly enforcing the laws which already e~isted. The following 
terse summary of the evils resulting from this sale ol liquor is !akon 
from the report of the Chamber of Mines for 1895. Un-fortunately, the 
romn.rks npply equally well to· day: 

There is, indeod, no doubt that one of the gr.atcst difficulties 11ith which 
local employers have to dco.l ill the qu .. tion of the li~uor trade. In ,·cry 

the Government and the original ownel"S of the farms on which the bewsnr· 
p\aa~•en had been grantc~. The allcg'd reason for this decision is t~at the 
areas in question are immen~e1y vaht11.blc1 a.nrl the. State and the ~·wtwrs 
should profit by them, whilst the corn!"mit~ should be onimlcd an opp<>r'nnity 
of acquiring them at a fnir price. The Tf!al r<•.ason ia that the compt\ni~s hnd 
refused to be blackmailed further; and the 'defence' funds not being fort!.. 
coming, the g('ifttlemcn of the buck-stairs had introduced tho ing~nions 
annngement sarcgt'larding the original owners' rights, having prc·,inttsly 
'arranged' with the same ownt.>rs. 'l'bc excuse thnt the nrcns a.ro too vahml,\e 
to be given awoy to tho compsnios It! ns illogical ond ridiculous as the '·'"""' 
that the Uitla.ndcre: are too numerous to jttstify the granting of the (r&.nch ise 
now. When the questions wore first raised thoro were noith~r great v:tluc'1 
nor lar~e numbers in existence. They were quc;;tions of principif' n11d 
justice j a.nd the fn.ct tho.t 1 V£Llll(IS 1 and 1 llUbibCrS' haYC grown during the 
years of stmggle in no way justifies the course tnkl'n, hut rather sho,rs very 
clearly the IDII{,O>itudc of the ill justice done dming the years of unjustifw !.lo 
denial. . . 

This decision sl1ows with a.rlmira.blc cl(•arnrss hClw the UitiRnder flrcs nt 
t.he hands of the GoYcrnment. There "'era, in tho last stage of the affair, 
four parties concerned: the Gonrnment, who 'are by law exprte6ly dl•barri'Ai 
from selling claims (exeer,t in eaae of over-due liecnscs), and are obli~ed to 
allot thtm for the oonsic eretion of spcoificd license fees on11; the owners of 
tho f&nns, who arc similarly debarred, and are compensated mother y.·t..ye for 
the throwing oprn or their fnrmli; the 'applicnnts,. who have boon de:-roribed 
else~· hera; atid the snrfaee.owners, tho mining companies, who were in :;mssea· 
sion. Only one of these parties bad the slenderest claim to compeos..tion
namely, the companies, who must inc,;tnbly be distur~ed in the poS!c3tlion of 
the snrfl\ce by oil owing others to work OR or under it. But thoy get no~hing; 
whilst the G(lvernmcnt and the 'own<:r' (both or whom had yea~ before 
dcri<ed the fullest profit allowed by law from these ar""' in the fonn of 
liccm•es), and tho' •rplicanlll' (who have allied themsclv .. with tho' ow..ore '), 
divide 114 com.pen!latilln the proceed~ of the au~tion ! 
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.,, ~y !l"" tho Ji~nor tmpflied to the nativea is o~ the vilost 9uality, quickly 
imlamiog those whtJ tnko It to madness, and eansmg tho faction fights whtch 
Bometimea ha1·c fnta1 r{'sults, and ahraya lea.d to tho, at any rate temporary, 
disablorucut of some of the combatants, and the dnmaging of property. 
Accidents, too, aro often attributa.blo to tho effects of drink, sud altogether, 
a.3 stated in tho resolutions, a. large perccnta::;e of the dcath.s among tho 
na.ti\·es here is directly duo to drink. In ita bearing on the labour question, 
drink also pl:lys an im~rtant rmrt. · The shortness in the supply, as com~ 
pared with the demand for labour, b:l.!l been aec<Jnt1tat.d by it. Where 
possible mora na.tivos are kept in the compounds than a.re actually rcqturcd 
for the work to be done, to make allowance for those who are d""bled by 
drink. 

Tho oranting of licenses to liquor houses was carried to such an 
extreme thut at last tho entire community rose against it, and the 
expression of opinion was so strong that the Government was compelled 
to make a show of deferring to it. Invoh·ed in tho liquor question was 
tho matter of police, and arising out of this, again, was the question of 
dealing with crime in general, including the gold ·and amalgam stealing 
that was known to be cnrricd on on a considerable scale at tho expense 
of the companies. 

The Attorney-General, or State Attorney, ns he is called in the 
Transvan.l, is the responsible head of the Law Department, and until 
lately wa• the departmental head· of the police. The gentleman then 
occupying the position of State Attorney was peculiarly unfit-in the 
midst of that world of unfitness-for the duties which he wa.s supposed 
to perform. He was removed from office, and after considerable 
negotiation Mr. Esselen wa.s prevailed upon, at a great monetary 
sacrifice, to accept the position of State Attorney, he stipulating that he 
should have a f•·eo hand in reorganizing tho detective and police forces, 
During tho months in which Mr. Esselen continued in ofllce admirable 
re!orms were introduced, and a very upproeinblc influence was exercised 
on the condition of affairs in Johannesburg. It is inadvisable to state 
explicitly tho nature of tho objections which existed against some of 
tho ofllcinls employed under the former regime; it is sufficient that 
they were proved to be participators in the offence• which they were 
specially employed to suppress. Mr. Esselen's first step was to appoint 
as chief dctecti\'e an otlicer borrowed from the Cape Colonial Govem
ment, ~Ir. Andrew Trimble, who in a very little while showed that 
courage and honesty of purpose could not only effect considerable 
reforms, but could provoke the undisguised and fierce hostility of a very 
large section of the community. The canteen-keepers were up in arms; 
the illicit gold- buyers left no stone unturncd; the hangers-on of the 
Go1·ernmcnt lost no opportunity in their campnign against Ur. Essden 
and his subordinate' and thcir.reforrns. The liveliest satisfaction, how
ever, was expressed by all those whose interest it was to have matters 
conducted decently and honestly, and who had no interest in crime 
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except so far as its suppression was concerned. Reprosentation wes 
secured for the Chrunber of 1\Iineo upon one of the licensing bodios, 
and here, too, e. very appreciable resuh followed. During 1\Ir. Esoolen's 
term of office o.ll went well ns far as tho publio were concerned, but 
inJluences were soon at work to. undenuine t.1o two reforming oflici~ls. 
It was represonted to tf1e President that 1\Ir. Trimble bad once been in 
tho British army; that IJ,o was even then a subject of the Queen, and 
entitled to a pension from tho Capo Government. The canteen interest 
on the goldfields, playing upon the prejudices of tho Boers, represented 
that this was unfitting tho dignity of the llepublic. The President, 
who was too shrewd to be caught with such ehnff; wns porfcctly ready 
to support them for the sake ol tho liquor interest, which for him con· 
stitutcs n very useful electioneering and political agency throughout tho 
country. 1\Ir • .Essolen was sent for, and it was represented to him by 
the President tlu,t tho employment of a British subject in such n re· 
sponsible offico ns that of chief detective was repugnant to tho burghers. 
The reply was that it was competent for the Executive to naturnlizo 
1\Ir. Trimble at once, and so remove the objection, the Government 
having power in special cases to dispense with the conditions of tho 
Naturalization Law-a power frequently exorcised in the case of their 
Hollo.udcr friends., The President, in reply, stated that it could not be 
done,· and he appealed to 1\Ir, Esselen to select a mo.n of another 
nationality-' a Fr<l!lehman, German, or even an American '-this last 
being a concession wrung from him by 1\fr. Esseleu's soothing suggce· 
tion tb..t the Chief of Police should be familiar with the language of 
the criminal classes, The hitch was maintained for some months, but 
finally the inBuences on tho side of the President became too strong, 
and when It became clca.r that tho many months of laborious work and 
sell-sacrifice which had been given in the interests of reform were to be 
nullified by the appointment of a creature who would connive at every 

·breach of the law, 1\fr. Esselen decided to stand or fo.ll by his sub. 
ordinate, the result being a triumph for the President. 

In 1\Ir. Esselen's place there was appointed as State Attorney Dr. 
Coster, a Hollander, who, however, declined to have anything to do 
with tho organization of the police; o.ud in Mr. Trimble's stead re· 
appeared the individual whom he had superseded, and whose services 
bad been dispensed with.1 . The triumph of the back-door iniluences 
was again complete, and the blow was a very nn..sty one to the mining 
industry. . 
_ Small wonder that at about this time the Uitlander eo=unity 

stopped o.ll agitation, and that a mood of sullen opposition and discon
tent took its place. Hope was absolutely dead as abuse after abuse 
and scandal after sco.udril were showered upon them during the Session 

' (July, 1899.) Thill individual has been again removed-this time by the 
present State Attorney, Mr. Smut!, 
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uf 1895. Somo of tho acts of the Volksraad cut al the foundation 
of ~n security. In tho c.uly dny• of tho Republic tho Volksraad 
me.'llbcrs bad taken it upon themselves to reverse several of the 
dcciaions of the High Court, and in one ease where tha Government 
wa• being sued for the fulfilment of a contract, the Volksraad had 
pa>sed a reaolution absolving the Government from certain terms of 
the contrnct. Tho decision of th• Court, delivered by Chief Justice 
Kotzc, was to the etl'oct that if the Volksraad should take a decision in 
co~-Jlict with an existing law, tbatluw became ipso facto so far modified. 
In •\!!other case (the Dow's case) a resolution wo.s passed disabling the 
a:;,_'Tio\·cd individun.l !rom taking action o.gainst the Government.; in 
an•Jther, whore the responsibility of the Government for the mamte
nll.':cc of roads had been indicated by n judgment for £1,000 damages, a 
law wo.s passed in defiance of the conditions of the Grondwet, which 
stipulates lor a period of notice and publication lor proposed enact· 
menta, absolving the Govormnent from all damages of this nature. 

hloro than once laws were paSGed with retroactive effect-truly one 
of tho grossest abuses possible for a civilized Government. But per· 
haps the most startling c&l!o of all was that concerning the proclaiDA· 
tion of the farm Witfontein. This farm had been proclaimed a public 
dig~ing, open lor pegging on a certain hour of a certain day. An 
un1•recedonted rush of peggers took place. The Government, fearing 
a riot and ignoring their obvious duty in the matter of police protection 
and the maintenance of order, issued an illegal notico withdrawing the 
proclamation, and decided to give out the claims by means of lottery. 
K umbere of prospectors pegged out claims notwithstanding Ibis, and 
tho prospect of legal difficulties being imminent, the Government sub· 
witted a mou.sure to tho V olksraad, passed al•o in defiance of Grondwet 
provisions, which was broadly to the effect that all persons who con
sidr:rcd that they had claims for damages against the Government in 
rew.rd to tho farm Witfontcin and tho proclamation thereof, had none, 
and that the Government was absolved from o.llliability in this respect. 
~'hia enactment was only passed after several petsons had signified 
tbc;r intention to sue tho Go,•ernment, The Raad was, in fact, becom· 
ing familiar with the process of tampering with the Grondwet, and 
members appeared ready to act on the dictates of their own sweet will 
without regard to consequences or laws. 

0n severo.! occasions the President and Executive had treated with 
contempt the decisions of the High Couxt, and bad practically and 
puL!icly reversed them. There are many instances which it is not 
aecessary to quote, but among the bcst·known and most instructive 
onea are the two cases known as the 'Rncbmann ' and • April' cases, 
Racbmann was an Indian and a Bdtish subject, well educated-far 
better educated, indeed, than the Boer of the country. In following~ 
etr•yed horse he had trespassed on tho farm of one of the membefll vf 
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tho First Raad. .He was arrested and chn.rgod with 14. 
tried by the owner's brother, who was a Fbld-cornet (distric. 
and sentenced to receive twenty-five lashes and to pay a fine, tho s>L .. " 
f!entence being meted out to his Hottentot servant who accompa.Lird 
him. Bachmann protested and noted an nppenl, stnting (which •r.s 
the fact) that it wa.s not within the power of n Field-cornet to in.::ct 
lnshe•, and at the snrl!O time he offered security to tho ,-alue o! .:40 
pending the appeal.· His protests were disregarded and he was flo~:;:ed, 
Not being a nntivo in tho sense in which the law nse& the term--i.r., n 
member of the nboriginnl rnces-ho could plead that he was not wi:hin 
tho jurisdiction of a Field-cornet, and there is no doubt that tho pun:sh
meni wns inflicted with lull knowledge of its illegality. Rnchii!nnn 
sued Mr. George Meyer, the Ficld.eornct in question, in the Circuit 
Court, and obtained judgment and a considerable sum in damages, the 
presidio~ judge, Dr. Jorissen, animadverting with severity upon the 
conduct of tho officia.l. Meyer shortly afterwards obtained !rom 
Government the amount of his pecuniary loss through the affair, the 
President elating that he had acted in his official capacity, and that they 
should protect him. 

The 'April'· case wa.s one in which an unfortnnate native namod 
April, having worlted for a number of years for a farmer on promise 
of certain payment in cattle, and having completed his term, appiied 
for payment and a permit to tmvol through the district. On some 
trivial pretext this was refused him, his o~ttle were •eizod, and l.im
self and his wh·es and children forcibly retoined in the service of the 
Boer. Ho appealed to the nearest officiaL Field-cornet Prinsloo, who 
acted in a particularly barbarous and unjustifiable manner, so thai the 
Chief Justice before whom the caM was heard (when April, ha•1ing 
enlisted the sympathy of some white people, was enabled to makq an 
·appeal} clmra.cterized Prinsloo'a conduct a.a bruta.l in the extreme, nod 
a flagrant abuse of power perpetrated with the aim of establisi1ing 
slavery. ·Judgment was given against Prinsloo with all costs. Wirhin 
a few days of this decision being arrived at, the President, addres>ing 
a meeting of burghers, publicly announced that tho Government bad 
reimbursed Prinsloo, adding, 'Notwithstanding the judgment of the 
High Court, we consider Prinsloo to have been right.' 

Actions of this kind have a distinct and very evil influence upon the 
supply of native labour. No attempt is made to supply the ind~stry 
with natives, or to protect the natives whilst on their way to and !tom 

' the mines. The po•ition became ao bad that the Chamber of Mines 
institutod a department with a highly-paid offioia.l at its bead to 
organize supply. H would inadequately describe the position to say 
that the Government have rendered the Chamber of Mines no ae<isl· 
ance. Indeed, it appears RS though the officials in the country hnd 
of &et purpo•• hin~"rnd in every way posoible the work •o nccoo1n.ry 
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<O tho working of the i~dustry on profitable lines. Agencies were 
cstaLlisbed in all the nei,ihbouring territories. Some of the tribes 
uoclined to work in the Transvaal on account of the risks of highway 
robbery nod personal violence which they ran en route. In one case 
an e!Iort was made by certain minc·owncrs to meet the difficulty by 
in· porting a whole tribe-men, women, and children-from Basutoland 
anl locating them upon· an adjacent farm. There is, however, a law 
known as the Pbl;kerswet, or Squatters' Law, which, framed with that 
peculiar cunning for which the Transvaal Government have achieved 
a reputation, has the nppenrance of aiming at the improvement of the 
native labour supply whilst in effect it doea lhe opposite. It provides 
that Dot more than five families m~y reside upon one farm, the 'family' 
being an adult mole with or without women and children. Ostensibly 
the law purports to prevent the squatting together of natives in large 
nwnbers and in idleness. As a matter of fact, however, the law is not 
applied in the cases of Boer farmers. From the President downwards 
the Boers own farms on which hundreds of lamilie• are ollowed to 
remain, paying their hut-taxes and contributing Jorgely to the pros
perity of the land-owner. In the case of the Uitlander, however, 
there aeems to be a principle ab sto.lre, as the mine-owners above 
referred to found to their cost. No sooner had they located their tribe 
and provided them with all the conditions necessary to comfort than 
an official came down to them, Plakkerswct in hand, and removed all 
except the five allowed by law and distributed them among his friends 
and relations. 'fhe experiment has not been repeated. 

Early in 1894 the Chamber of Mines received assurances from the 
Government that if they would prepare . a Pass Law which would 
include provisions for the protection of natives, for the regulation of 
their relations with employers, and for their right to travel within tho 
country, tho Government would give their support to the measure and 
would endeavour to h•ve it adopted by the Vol!(sraad. The Commis
sioner for Native Affairs, General Joubert, admitted his inability to 
deal with so complex an affair, and gratefully accepted tho aid of the 
Chamber. Such a concession on the part of the Government was 
regarded'as highly satisfactory; the law was prepared, everything was 
explained and agreed to, the support of the Government was promised 
to the draft law, and it was anticipated that it would come into force 
during the Session of 1894. Such wns not tho case. It remained 
pigeon·holed throughout 1894 and 1895, and in the last days of tho 
latter Session the law WllS passed; but an important omission occurred. 
The Government forgot to create the department to corry out the law, 
so that by the end ol189ii the me? were no nearer having a workable 
law than over, But reforms when mtroduced by the Transvaal Govern
ment are not usuo.lly without an object, although not necessarily the 
declared one. An opportunity was here presented to the President to 
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recognise past services, and be appointed to o.n office which rcr·.:· 
the highest intelligence, experience, character and zeal an in~ividc •• 
who had beon implicated In two disgraceful charges, and who, hMing 
failed to clear himself, bad been diswissed Ills office by tho Boor 
Government not two years previously. · Thoro was but one o~plann
tion forthcoming. The individ~nl in question was a politicn.l supporter 
of the President and brother of n member of the Executiv9 CounciL 
No department bas yet been crented ; but a chief hns been appointed 
at n good salary, and the Pass Law bn.s been proclaimed in one district 
of tho Witwatersrand out of several; so that a measure which was 

.designed to effect an immense saving In expense and convenience to 
the mining industry was by the appointment of an improper man and 
the neglect to organize a depart.rnent rendered quito usoloss, and by 
portia! promulgation it was made even detrimental.' 

I (July, l899.) Provision was made for the costs of this dopartmont by 
doubling the posa fee. · In the early days of Johannesburg, BS soon aa it 
beca.me evident that hoS~pit4l accommodation was necessary, application WILS 

made to the Government for a site (which wua grunted on the hill then outside 
the town), and for some monetnry assistance. A fund was &lso ~ublioly 
subscribed, and the ho"Pital built. ~·or the maintenance of the hosp1tal two 

·pions were adopted: (I) the collection of funds once & year, i ••. , 1fospital 
Saturday, a source which had yicldod steadily bot\Vcen £2,000 &nd .£3,000; 
(2) having in view the immense muubcr of native Clli;ICS which ruquirod 
treatment, and the extent to which fl. nutivc is responsible for unsuuitary 
conditions, it was proposed to impose up .. m them 11 fee of b. per month for 
their f"''"'• the prooccds of this to be dovotOO entirely to the hospital. For 
sovera years this continued to yield sulficient for the puq•ose. The Transvaal 
Govcruincnt, although accepting the plsn propo>cd by the Uitlandoro, and 
for a considerable time carrying it out faithfully, did not establish the right 
permanently, bnt adopted the formality of votin~ the proceeds of tho pass-fee 
year by year. Thers came a year when the Rtut.a in ita wisdom decided that 
this source of revenue was too precorioUJ for so worthy •n object as the 
hospital, and thoy decided to vote instead an annual subsidy of £30,000. lb 
wa.s then known that the fees of the pllSt year bad amounted to over £40,000, 
and there w .. every prospect of steady annual increase. This explains why a 
seemingly generous subsidr by the Government docs not meet with that hearty 
recognition to which it IS •pl"'rently entitled, When a PIIS8 Department 
was proposed, the Government inquired how it was suggested to ma1nWn it. 
The Chamber of Mines pro _posed to raise tho psss fee from Is. to 2s. per month, 
the extra shilling to be devoted entirely to tho administration of the Pa.ss 
Law. With tho experience of tho hospital shillin:;: in mind, ~articular care 
was W.lcen to have the agreement min\ltcd and confirmed in wntin~. Never. 
theles."!, it transpired in the O\idence hriven at tho Industrial Comnussion that 
the department was being run at a cost of slightly over £12,000 & year, whilst 
the proccods of the shilling reached the rcspecta.Llc total of £1UO,OOO a year, 
The GoYernmeut, thcrcf(,re, hy a. brcnch of ~grecment, rnnke £138,000 a. year 
out of the pass fund, nnd £120,000 a year out of the ho,pital fund; and the 
mining·industry sutfchl in the Jn(lantime through maladministration in the 
department, and are doubly taxcu in the sense that tbo companies havo been 
obliged to estaLli;h and maintain at their own cost other hospitals all olong 
the reef. It is not suggested that the coUlpanics should no_t provide hospitals, 
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~•-!\: ·hilS been aptly aaid of the lloel'!l-and the present instance 
illusltates the truth of the remark-that reform with them seems to 
be iiupoesiblo; because, in the ftrst place, they do not know what to · 
do; in the second place, if . they did, they have not got the men to do 
it; and, in tho third place, if they had the men, they show no con· 
ccpt1on of a duty higher than that of utilizing every opportunity for 
personal advantage.' To the uninitiated it may well be a puzzle that 
Prcs1.dent Kruger should encourage a system aiming so directly at the 
strll.l..gling of an industry which is the mainstay of tho country; but 
in order 10 appreciate his motives it is necessary to see things from 
his )!Oint of view. He and his party are not desirous of cheapening 
the cost of production. He does not aim at enabling the ever.increasing 
aliel! population to work lower.grade mines, and so double or treble the 
numhcr of illlmigranta, even though it should profit the revenue of the 
country. A proposal was once made to proclaim a.s a public field the 
town lands of Pretoria-that is to ""Y• to enable the public to prospect, 
and if results warranted, to open up mines on lands-some thousands 
of actes in extent-surrounding the town. Tho Presideut attended the 
dcba:.o in the Second Ra&d and violently opposed the measure. Tho 
appe••l at tho end of his address is perhaps as instructive as anything 
1\Ir. Kruger ha.s sold. • Stop and think what you are doing,' he ex. 
claiu.ed, • before you throw fresh fields open. Look at J obannesburg. 
Seo what a trouble and expense it is to us. We ha.ve enough gold and 
enough gold·seekers in the country already. For all you know, there 
may be another Witwatersrand at· your very feet.' 

In January, 1891, the average wage for native labourers was £2 2s. 
per bead per month. In 1893 it had risen to £2 18s. lOd., in 1895 to 
£3 &s. 6d. In other South African States wages rule from 16s. to 
30s. ~er month, and the failure to facilitate the introduction of natives 
frorn out•ide and to protect them is largely responsible for the high 
fi0•tlios paid on the Rand. Unquestionably the ill-will of the Boer 
Govornment is to blame for the consistent neglect of this growing 
need of the mines. If decent protection and facilities wore given, the 
wage could be reduced to £1 15s. per month. The Government bas 
it in its power to give the mines labour at this price, but, as • matter 
of fact, there is no desire to see tho lower· grade mines working. A 
reduJtion of .£1 a month-that is, lo £2 Bs. 6d.-would wean an 
anm:al saving of £650,000, and the main reason why nothing has 
been done to obtain this reduction is that President Kruger holds that 

tho l!Oint is that, having e.t..blished & fund which, although nominally paid 
by tLe D.&tive., really has to be mode up to thetn in wages, they were entitled 
to tl.e benellt of that lund. 

1 The story is told of two np.country Boers who applied to the President 
for •wointment., and rooeived the reply: • What can I do for you I All the 
important ollice. are filled, and you are not educated enough to be clerks J' 
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ilie goldfields are already big enough, and that their further eltension 
would be a calamity. 

Early in 1895 considerable suspicion and unessine" were aroused 
by indications of the growth of the German policy. The commercial 
section of the comrounity was disturbed b,v reports of secret arrange. 
ments favouring German importers. Facilities were given, u.nd 
'through rates ' quoted from Hamburg to J ohnnneoburg at a reduc
tion which appeored to be greater than any economies in sea-trans· 
port, coupled with the complete elimination of agency chnrges, woulcl 
warrant. The formal opening of the Delagoa Ba.y Railway by the 
President furllished him with an opportunity to express with signifi· 
cant emphasis his friendlfnees for all things German. At a banquet 
given in honour of the German Emperor's birthda.v, .January 27, 
1895, the President, after ~ulo~>izing the· old Emperor William, the 
present Emperor, and the loyalty of the Germans in the Transvaal, 
continued: 

The latter I experienced once agnin at tho time of tho Kaffir War. One 
da.y three or four Gennans came to me and said: '\Ve are indeed not uatnrn.l· 
bed, and e.re still subjects or our E111peror in Gorrnany, but we enjoy the 
e.Uva.ntages of this country, and a.re r~sdy to defend it ini\OOordance with it<t 
la.ws. If your Excellency requil'e.s our services, we are willing to march out.' 
'And they marched. That is the spirit which I admire. They \Vera nn~cr 
the laws, they worked under the laws, they obeyed the laws, snd they fell in 
war under the laws. All my subject. aro not so minded. The English, for 
i)ls!anllll, although they behave themselves pr<•perly and are !oval to the Sl>lte, 
always fall back upon England when it snit. their purpose. Therefore I shall 
ever promote the mterest. of Gennany, thon~ll it be but with the r.,.ources of 
a child, such as my land iS eonsirlercd. · This child i• now being trodden upon 
by one great Power, and the natural consrA'l_Ucnr,e i1 that it seeks protection 
from another. The time has come w kmt ties of the closest friend,hip 
between Gormany and the South African'Republic-tieJ such aa oro natun>l 
between f&ther and child. 

The very considerable increase in the number of German~. and the 
positive statement that a great many men of militory trnining were 
coming out for service in the Transvaal, that officers were being 
employed to work up the artillery and to design forts, all tended to 
increase the feeling of. intense dissatisfaction and uneasiness which 
culminated in the outbreak at the olose of the year. Dr. Leyda, it was 
well known, went on a political mission to Lisbon and to Berlin, and 
it was stated that large sums bad been withdrawn from the Treasury 
and charged to the secret service fund, the handling of. whlch was 
entrusted to thls gentleman. Dr. Leyda' personal popularity, never 
very great, was at the lowest possible ebb. He was regarded as the 
incarnation of Hollanderism-tbe 'he4d and front ' of that detested 
influence. It wS. not c.-edited to him in the Transvaal, as it bas been 
elsewhere, that he designed or promptod the policy against the Ub. 



BG THE TRANSVAAL FROll WITHIN 

landera, There it is fully appreciated that there is but ·one man in II, 
and that man President Kruger. Dr. Leyda and others may be and 
arc clever and willing tools. They may lend acidity or offensiveness 
to a hoslilc despatch, they may add a twist or two to a tortuous policy, 
but the policy is President I'rugcr's own, the methods a.re his own, all 
but the minor details. Much as tbe Hollander-German clique may 
profit by their alliance with Mr. Kruger, it is not to be believed that· 
he is deceived. He regards them as bandy instruments and ready 
agents. If they profit by the association, they do so at the expense 
of tho accursed Uitlander; but there is no intention on Mr. Kruger's 
part to allow Gennany or Holland to secure a permanent hold over 
tho Republic, o.ny more than he would allow England to increase hers. 
He has played oil' one against another with consummate skill. · 

Early in his official career Dr. Leyda was guilty of an indiscretion 
such as low would have suspected him of. Shortly after his appoint· 
ment as Attorney-General he WTote to a friend in Holland, giving his 
opinion of the 1Iembcro of the Executive, His judgment was sound; 
c~ccpt of one man. Unfortunately for Dr, Leyds, he quarrelled with 
his correspondent ; and the Iotter was of such a nature that, when 
published, it made extremely unpleasant reading. Generals Joubert 
and Smit, who had been described with admirable truth and cnndour, 
were so enraged that they demanded the instant dismissal of the ' con· · 
eeited young popinj•y' who bad dared to criticise his masters. The 
PresiJent, however, who had been described as an ignorant, narroW· 
minded, pig-headed, and irascible old Boer whom-with the others 
thrown in-the writer could piny with and twist round his finger ns 
he chose, was not disturbed by the criticism. In reply to appeals for 
forgiveness on the score of youth, and in spite of the opposition of his 
colleagues, President Kruger agreed to retain Dr. Leyda in office, 
rcm""king that he was a capable young fellow and would know better 
in course of time, and explaining to him personally that he would 
keep him there just as long as it suited his (the President's) con· 
venience. The association has lasted for ten years, so it is to be 
presume<! that Dr. Leyds has changed his opinion of President Kruger, 
nnd fmnkly realized his position. . 

During the early part of 1896, when the question of the. release on 
bail of tho Reform prisoners seemed to be of some moment, a won. 
known Pretoria man, friendly to the Government, called upon Presi
dent Kruger and urged the advisability of allowing the prisoners out 
on bail, and with considerable lack of tact explained that it wns well 
known that tho President's humane nature inclined him to be lenient 
but that tho malign influence of others was believed to be swayin~ 
him in this matter.· ~'he old President jumped up in a huff and said 
'Ja, ja, jal You always say it is somebody else I First, it w.,; 
J'orissen who did everything; then it was Nelhnapius; and then 11 
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was Leyda. Well, Jorissen is done for; NellmapiiiJi is detld; Le~·da 
Is in Europe-who is it now?' 

The President's opinion of himself mny bo commended as food for 
retlection to those who think they know ever,thing about tho inner 
workings of the Tro.nsvao.l. 

Dr. Leyds' reputation, unfavournblo ns it has been, was not im· 
proved by the Sclati Railway exposure, Rightly or wrongly, in this 
matter, as in tho jobs of the N etberlnnds Ruil way and sovernl others 
of considemble magnitude, he has been hold responsible in the public 
mind for the financie.l loss which tho Republic sustained. Whon he 
left, ostensibly on a recruiting .trip, few-very few-believed that the 
illness was a physico.! one, It is alleged that n gentleman on Presi
dent Faure's staff,. on hearing that Dr. Leyda had gone to Berlin to 
consult a. physician, inquired what the ailment was? 'Mal de gorge,' 
was the reply •. 'Ah,' said the officer, ' mal de gorge-diplomatique.' 
And that was the opinion in the Transva~l, albeit differently c~· 
pressed .. 

It is impossible within the limits of this Yolumo, nor is it at all 
necessary, to review all the measures which have been passed by the 
Volksraad and pressed by the Government unnecessarily burdening 
the Uitlanders and unjustifiably assailing their rights; such, for in· 
stance, as the Election Law, which made it a crime. to form Com· 
mittces or do any of those things which are regarded everywhere as 
part of the legitimate business of elections-thus leaving Mr. Kruger 
the sole master of electioneering machinery, Mmely, the Government 
officials. The Public .Meetings Act was another monstrous infringe
ment of rights. By it a policeman. has the right to disperse any 
gathering of more.lhan seven persons, if in his opinion it be desirable. 
Imagine it I Liberty of Speech against the Discretion of a Transvaal 
policeman I l3ut the list. woula be long and the tale monotonous. 
And a~ long and equally monotonoiiJi would be the list of the measures 
proposed or threatened, but fortunately not carried. However, the 
review of the period prior to 1896, and the statement of the causes 
leading to the outbreak, may fitly be brought to a close b.Y the recital 
of some of the measures under both the above headings which grace 
the records of the Session of. 1695, 
· As is well known, the Grondwet (tho written constitution of the 
country) prescribes certain formalities for the introduction of new laws. 
In order to evade the law, and so avoid hostile criticism of proposed 
measures-in order, in fact, to prevent the public and even the Vollcs
rnnd members from knowing and studying or expl~ining nnd Qigesting 
the intended legislatiou'-it has become the practice of tho Government 
to propose and rush through the most radical and important enact· 
menta in the form of amendments or explanations ol existing laws. 
Prior to 1895 the Transfer Law imposed a tax of 4 per cent. upon 
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the purchase-price of fixed property; and in the case of sales for share" 
a valuation of the property wa.s made by the Government district 
officials, and transfer duty was paid on the amon:1t of the valuation. 
This wae universally dono in the ease of claims, which must of necesc 
sity in most instances be transferred several times before they become 
registered in the name of the company eventually working them. Jt 
wn• n•lmittcd th~t to pay 4 per cent. of lull-value on every transfer, or 
to pay 4 per cent. on the nominal value of ground on which years of 
work would have to be done and large sums of money expended before 
ehnreholdera could reap one pennyworth of profit, would be iniquitous. 
In 1895, however, the Raad thought otherwise, and amended the law 
by the insertion of the words ' in cash or shares ' alter the words ' pur
chl!.8c·priee.' The result is that owners who have acquired claims ~t 
w-ent cost, who hn <e paicl licensee continuously on their claimo, and 
who h~ve paid full transfer duty on each nominal change of ownership, 
necessary to. consolidation into workable blocks or groups, are now 
required to poy again in cash 4 per cent. on the total capital allotted in 
respect of these claims in the company formed to work them . .Members 
of the Raad, in supporting thi• measure, did not hesitate to argue that 
il was a good law, because the burghers did not sell their farms for 
shares, but for cash, and it was right to tax those people who deal in 
shares. 

The sense of insecurity which obtains during the session• of the 
Raad ie due scarcely lees to the threats which are not lulfi\leil and 
attemptt which do not succeed than to what is actually compassed. A 
direct tax on gold has more than once been threatened ; concessions 
for cyanide, jam, bread, biscuits, and woollen fabrics were all attempted, 
The revival of an ob•olete provision by which the Government cnn 
claim a royalty on the gold from 'm~·np•cht•,' or mining leases, has 
been promised, and it i• almost as much expected as it is dreaded. 

With a monotony which is wearying, but which does not diminish 
the t1nfortunate Uitlanders' interest in the subject, tho burden of every 
measure falls on the alien. One more instance will suffice. It illus
trates the Hollander-Boer genius for fulfilling the Jetter and breakin~ 
the spirit of a covenant. It WIJ.8 notified that Government were about 
to introduce a war tax, and that this tax wa• to be one of £20 per farm, 
to be levied in event of wnr if in the opinion of the Government it 
should be necessary. Mnch snrprise was felt that anything so un· 
favourable to the Boers ns a tax on farms should be proposed. When 
the measure c~me on lor discussion, it was found to contain proYisions 
exempting the owner who personally resi<lcd on his jarm, and espe
cially and definitely taxing those farms which are owned by companies 
associations, corporations, or partnerships. The Boer, it is well known' 
tnkes no shnres in compn.nies, joins no M~oeintiona:, and ha.s partner: 
ohip with no one. This law wa• shelved i~ 1895, but has since been 
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passed.' It Is of a piece with the rGBt. Hav:· t> ~•f'on 1A! to the 
Uitle.nder, the Boer now pro~~da to ?Iunder·~~~"' _ .. 'uu~lnnder' Is 
not too strong a word when 1t is reahzed that the tax fallri noteon the 
really valuable farms on the high veldt, which are nearly all owned by 
individuals, and are &11 occupied, but on the undeveloped outlying 
farm•, the rentflble value of which wonl<l not on the a.-erage 1!1lffic~ to 
pay the tax 1 Indeed, one very large lnnrlowncr •toted to the Govern· 
ruent at the time thnt if thi• law were pnssed and put in force they 
might take all his rental•, good and bad, in lien of the tax, as it would 
pay him better I 

These were matters wlt.klh more Immediately concerned persons of 
certain means. There is another matter, however, which very directly 
concerned every Individual who had any intention of remaining in the 
country-that is, the mtlttor of education. A dead set h•d always been 
made by .the Transvaal Government against any encourl!{(ement of 
libernl education which would inYolvo the uso or even tho recognition 
of the English language. Indeed, some of the legislators have been 
known to express the opinion that education was not by any means 
desirable, as it taught the rising generation to look with contempt on 
the hardy Voortrekkers; and an Interesting debate is on record in 
whioh members pointedly oppo,od the granting of facilities for tho 
education of their o'!" womankind, on the ground that presently the 
women would be found reading books and newspapers instead of doing 
their work, and would · soon get to know more than their fathers, 
husbands, and brothers, and would, as a consequence, quickly get 
out of hnnd. It did not seem to occur to these worthy gentlemen 
that the proper course would bo to educate the men. But it 
would not be fair to take this view as the representative one. On 
the point of the English language, however,and the refusal to give any 
facilities for the education of Uitlander children, tho Boer Legislature is 
practically unanimous. The appe.lling consequences of allowing tho 
young population to grow up in absolute ignorance were realized by 
the people of Johannesburg, and efforts were constnntly made to induce 
the Government to recognise the evil thnt was growing in the State. 
The efforts were so entirely unsuccessful that the Uitlanders found in 
this as in other cases that nothing would be done unless they did it for 
themselves, A fund was opened, to which very libernl donations were 
made, Tbe services of a Director-General were secured, nnd an. Edu
cational Council was elected. A comprehensive scheme of education 
-in the first place for the Rand district, but intended to he extended 
ultimately for the benefit of the whole of the Uitlander population in 
the Transvae.l-was deY!sed, and it was calculated that in the course 
of a few years a lund of close upon half a million of money would be 

I (July, !899.) Tho law b!L< bt>en declared by the law officel'S or the CrOW!I 
· te be • bre&qh of the London Conv•ntion, 
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req.uired~J::.~~ri: of #-... raised, in order :00 -place educational fa.eilitioa 
withirl the ~re~y..._ ~ ~ people. Needless to say1 this did not at all 
square with the policy-of the Transvaal Governnient, and the scheme. 
was looked Upon with the utmost disfa-vour. In order to de:feat it.- the 
Superintendent-General of Education. Dr. 1\fansvelt, a Hollander, who 
for -six years had degraded his high office to the level of a -political 
e~gine, "felt- himself called upon to do something-somethE:ng to trail 
the red herring across il1o too hot scent-and he iatima.ted that more 
liberal meas-qres would be introduced during the Session of 1895, and 
in his report proposed certain amendments to the existing law., which 
would (in appeanmoo, but, !!las:! not in fact} improve the condition of 
the Uitlander. The following letter, appearing~ the LondOn Times On 
October 3,1896,-although dealing with a period ;rome months later-than 
that under ri>view, explains the position with authority and clearness 
-a position which has not been ma.teria.lly altered,- except for the 
worse. during Dr~ Mans\~elt's rigime. It will be noted that the last~ 
na.m~d ge-ntl6man· ccmpled With ills_~ libeJ::al' proWsfons the ·sUggestion 
thai: 'an schoolS;-exeept those of the Stfite; ®oil.Id be ~u.Ppress6d. Such 
B. suggestion reveq;ls very clearlj jhe eUm of this·' Reform • measure. 

SIR~ . - ' -
- I trust you will allow me a little space with a view to enable me to 

cot'l'ect, by the application of a. little wholesome fact, the erroneous impression 
which has been created in England 'with referenoo to the cducntivn of Ult
landers in the Transvaal by recent crude ~nd ill·consi:lcrtd expressions of 
opinion, notably by Mr. Reginald Statham and }Jr. Chambedait;~. 

Mr. --, in a letter addressed to one of your contemporaries, informed the 
British _public that in vie~f a libcro1l Go-vernmei:t gmnt of £4 per hcud per 
annum, the Transvaal Uitlander lu1.d nothin6 to complain of in respect to 
education. .As Mr. -- claims to be complc_te:y infm·mcd en TransTaul 
politics, he ca.n o-nly have been f"Uilty of a. delibemte, if not malicious, 
supprMsio veri when he omitte-d to say that, like most of the ll'gislnti'on of this 
country, which has for its ostens~b1e ohject the amelimation of the condition 
of the Uitlander, this mea.<>ure, ·which looks like munificence at first sigl1t, lms 
been rendered practically inoperative by the conditions whid. hedge it round. 
Take, for eXample-., a school of 100 children. Strike out- ten as being under 
age, ten as having boon too sbort a time at school, twenty as suspeCted of 
being of Dutch parcrltage. Out of the sixty tlrn:; r.cmain su_ppos.e fift.y satisfy 
the inspector in the Dutch langua-ge and history, and you have a.s your allow. 
ance for the yoor £200-a sum which is insufficient to pay the Dutch fuachcr 
employed to bring tho c-1:ildren up :0 the requin.:d standard in that language. 
It is small WOiJder, th<"n, that Iilos't teachers p1·der to dispense ·with this 
:\Vill·o'-the-wisp grant altogether, S.-cing that the efforts of some- to earn it 
have resulted in pecuniary loss. The actual emu expended on Uitlander 
school& last year amounted to £650, or ls. lOd. a head, out of a ~otal expendi
ture for OOucation of £69,000, the cxpemliture per Dutch child an:.o-r:.ntiug to 
£8 6s. ld. 

Mr. Chamberlain considers the new educational law for Johannesburg as a 
subject for gratulation, I should have thought that his recent dealings with 
PreOOria would have suggested to him as a statesn:mn that felicitations Npon 
the passing of a vague and absolutely u:ndefined measure might possibly_ be a 
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'-.base· p-' 
rrot.hetJdu\· .• ''way Compa.ny, t.he Cape Colony and FrM State, 
whoso inter~. •ero common, were in spirit very hostile to tho Trans· 
van.!, and bittefly r•sentful of the policy whereby a foreign corporation · 
was aided to profit enormously to the detriment of the sister South 
African States. After all that the Colonio.l and Free State Dutch had 
dono for their Transvaal brethren in days of stress nnd adversity, it 
was feh to be base in;;ratitude to hinder their t:ade .nd tax their 
products. 

The Cape Colony-Freo State line ends at tho Vau.l River. Thence 
all good• are ca.rried over the Netherl•nds Railway Company's section 
to Johonncsburg, a distance of about fifty miles.' In order to handicap 
tho southern line, an excessi\·e rate was imposed lor carriage on this 
section. Even at t.ho present time the taritT is ~d. per ton per wile, 
as againot a rato of about Sd. wit.h which the other two Jines are 
favoured. Notwithstuuding t.his, however, and the obstructions placed 
in t.he way by obnoxious regulatioilll and deliberate blockiug of the line 
with loaded trucks at Vcreeuiging, and also the blocking of Johannes· 
burg stations by non.delivery of goods-meMures which resulted some
times in a delay of months in delivery, and sometimes in the destruc
tion or loss of goods-the Southern line more than held its own. '!'he 
block was overcome by off·loading goods at the Vaal River and trans
porting t.hem le Johannesburg by mule and ox waggons. 

Mr. Kruger and his Holl!llldor friends were ahuost beaten when the 
President played his last ce.rd. He intimMed his intention to close the 
Vaal River drifts against over-sea good;, and, by thus prevenlh1g the 
me of waggone, to force all traffic on to his railways upon his terms ; 
a.nd as t.he t.hreat did not bring t.he Colony and Free Stale to the proper 
frame of wind, he olos.il t.hem. This was a flagrant breach of the 
London Convention, and M suoh it was reported by the High Com
missioner to Mr. Chamberlain, and imperial intervention was asked. 
Mr. Chamberlain replied that it was a wottcr most closely affecting the 
Colony, and he required, before dealing with it, to have the assurance 
of the Colonial Government that, in t.he event of war resulting, tho 
cost of the campaign would be borne, share and she.re alike, by' the 
Imperial and Colonial Governments, and that the latter would transport 
troops over their lines free of charge. Such was the indignation in the 
Colony at the treatment accorded it that the terms were at once agreed 
to-a truly signifi~ant fact when it is realized that the Ministry under· 
taking this responsibility had been put and was maintained in office by 
lbe Dutch party, and included in its members the best and most pro· 
nounced Africander representatives. But Mr. Kruger is not easily 
' cornered.' His unfailing instinct told him that business was. meant 
when he received Mr. Chamberlain's ultimatum to open the drifts. 
The President 'climbed down' and opened them l He has several 
advantages which other leaders of men have not, and 11:mong them is 
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little tDO I""DlAture• A Volksraad wWeh only ~cet<od tiJ .&i!ro 
private sd.ools hy &. nmj')dty nr t"·o votes is h&rdly likely f'..-. ._xec.u.i 
tive mrl.e blancJu to deallrith Uitla.ttder education without ~ . .-taud· 
ing, tacit or d.eciurerl, a.s to hvw tJdH power is to b<l wielded. Be.,., .d: as it 
mayt nearly two months ha'Vll elapsc.'<i sines tlco J<as:sin:: of a mt-asure whi<:h 
w·u to oo:rne· into operation at onee1 and nothin].{ hu ~ dune. In the 
meantime, we can lec.m from the inS~:~ir~d Jlressand othersouTcc&tha-tEnp-1ilih 
schools whic:h desire aid untler t.he Dt·W law must be pnpan..-.d to gi-..-e inst;;me. 
tiun in 8hJJ.uJ1o.td v. and 1qw:ardl>, aud entirely in ti1e nutch lan.i-ruo.b'O· So 
fart the Superiut.eudebt ot £duoorion, whether acting under instruc-t-ions or on 
his O'Wll initiath-e, has been nltl'mlUtl'ly immovable on this point, and the 
mnoh-os.unted la.w promises t.() l.c as ruuch & dea.d-lf'tter as tb.e. le, lOd. grant. 
Th~ J-oha.nnesGurg Ct>tmeil of Education 11Rs esL>rted ita infiuenoe to secure such 
an iuterpreta.tiou at' the new iu.w as wau]d lr:ad to Lhe esta.biishrueut of schools 
whae Dutch and Enh..Jish children migbtsitsida by sidt~~andsoW«ktowatds 
rstahlislting a. bond of sym1mthy and the eventual hlendir.!t of the races. The 
Pretoria authorilt~1 . however~ rcluse to entertain tl~e ia.ea. o! meding tho 
Uitlander in a- oonciliatory spirit Dlt anytbh1g lil:e equal tenns, bu.t will mdy 
treat vrit.h t;;s on tlte footing of m .. ut.er and serva.n t.. A. curious and almost 
inexplicable fea.ture of the situation is tllil fact that hundreds of Boer.s are 
ciu.monrlng for the better instruction of their oltildron in English~ bat which 
is steadf:lS.tly refused them. 

I mi~ht enin.~.:,-e on whllt I have w-ritten, and point out tlte injnstiee ana tl•o 
W"O!;S syst~ of extortion llractis<:d hy the Government in making: Jchrmoos• 
burg pay sonu~tlring like £.7 Jof'r hea-d for the education of Dutch ohildretlt 
wl1iist it l1aa to pay from £5 to £15 pol" annum for the ('J]u.ea.tion of each 
clsd4 4>( its 0\\"11, meanwhile 1et~.rin~ },uudreds f.."'""'ing \tf-' in tlte bl.ackeM. 
ignorance and crime. .Any comment wmt ld, holl"eYer, lny me &[>UU to tl\e 
charg~ or bias aud pnrtisan,hip, and I therefore coniln~ myself to the simpie 
statement of a few fucts, which l clJall~n:e anyone to- coutrovertj. leaving the 
re:atier to tlr-Mt" l1is- own ~ondusions. 

I am, -sir~ yolll"S', et<! .... 
· JonY Rlr1'1NBO~, 

.Dlrt..'t.l&r-G.:neral Jii/t.-(t/IW-t:tbm·g 
EtlUCfd.Wnal 00'1£-ncil. 

Imagin& it I £&ill used for tlte children of >hose who contributod 
nine-tenths of the £63,000 spent on education 1 

The succession of flagrant job~~ the revelation of abuses unsuspect-ed, 
the point-hln.nk refusal to efl'ect any rco.sonnLie reforms, hn.d filled the 
UiUa.ndera" cup perilously fult9 n.nd during th~ l&ttcr haU of 1895 the 
prospect of any chnnge for the b~t-ter, except at the cosi of fighting, 
was generally realized to be- very poor indeed. ~ · 

Trouble came to South Africa with the end of 189.5. It very nea.rly 
eame earlier. M~ntion ha.s been ma~ta tbal the .Netherlands Railwa:;i~ 
Company pra.clica.lly dietn.tcs the re!ations of the Transvaal with the 
other States in South Africa by nteal18 of its tariUS. The competition 

-between thO Cape, 1\n.ta.I a.nd Delagoa. lines ba.xing becon.1e very 1:een
1 

and the Cape scrrice .by auperior ma.nnt.·~mlC:nt and easier gradients 
having secured t.he b.rgest. e;hare- of the cn.rryi:ug trade, attempts wore 
ruado to efr'"eet a diff~rt:nt did-sion Of profits. N egotis.tionH failed to 
bring the yarious pru:ties to terms, and owing to the policy of the. 
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jway Comp&~~y, lh• Cape Colony ancl Freo St&te, 
w"-/ .:"'""""'common, "'""' in spiri$ very hostllo lo lhe TJ·ans· 
vr·' ;\. i.;:twrly ft:li&[itful of Ulo poliey whereby a forei~n corporati.t.ln 
" -3 if ::MI '10 pro til enormously lo the dmi.mem of lbo aisiOt South 
A.tf ~ .n Stat... Altu •ll tb.t the Colonial and Freo Stale Dutch h&d 
dooa !Dr lb.ir TraJUva&l brelhron in day• of str ... o.ncl &dvareity, II 
w.. fel\ '10 bo base in;;r.Wtuclo 1o hincllll lbeir l::aclo ..nd IIU> lheir 
pl'o.lucts. 

The Cnpe Colon.v-Fmo St.a\l liDe enda al tho Va&l River, Thence 
all goo<Lo are o•rri&d over the Nelherlll!lds Rllilw•r C=[>&lly'o aeeti<>n 
1o Johaoucsburg, a di:ltanoe of aboul Jilty wllea. In order 10 hn.ndienp 
t.he southbEil line, an e:s.c•w" 1'&111 w .. llnpoaed 101' carri•g• on t.llis 
•eotion. Even at tho preseut tiwo lha tu.ri.J! ito ~d. par lon per wUc, 
as agllinsl & r&W> of al>oul 3d. wilh which lhe othar two linGo are 
favoured. Not.wilb.ll•uding thil, howo\'Or, and the obotrucl.ions placed 
in the way by obno:Uouo regul&tloD» and deliboraLO blocking of lhe line 
wllh loaded lroeka Ill Vereeuiging, and &1Jio lbe blooldug of J~ 
burg oiMions by non-delh·ery of good>-we .. uroe which resul\ed some· 
limes i:n a delay of months in delivery, a.nd sometime• in lhe deolruo• 
lion or 101111 of gooda-lho Southam line more t.hen hold ill own. Tba 
block wu overoome by otT-loading goods at the Vaal River and \rii.DII· 
port.ing lhom'" Jobanneaborg by mula and ox waggono, 

Mr. Krngor and his Ho!Lo.ndor lrieud. were oWnOlll bootcn wbo11 lho 
President pl$yed his !&st card. Ro intlm~lad his intoulion 10 clo1141 the 
V aol Riv"" drifts "'"in&l o•er .. ea good•, ·and, by lhus proven ling lhe 
u.e of W"';gono, lo force alltrat!ic on \o hio railways upon IWI llln.u.o ; 
and aa lho throat did not bring the Colony a.nd Free Sl&le -. lhe pl'<lpet 
lrOitlo of wind, he olo>oJ lbow... This wa.s a ft•granl breach of tho 
London Convemion, and .. such iJ; w ... reported by the High Com· 
rui>sionor 1o Mr. Cbamberhli:n, aod imperial inlenentlon w"' wed. 
111r. Cb.mberlain replied lhet il wM a wauer moss cl01rely ailoew.ng the 
Colony, and he required, bolore dealing with it, kl ha>o lho •••u.ranee 
of the Colouial Government that, in lhe ovonl of war resulting, 1he 
cost of the ca~np&ign would be borne, oh""' and ob.re alike, by" the 
Iwporial11.11d Col<lnie.l Go•ernmenll, and 1.batlhelatl8r would ttlWSporl 
troopo over their llnoa free of charge. Such was ~. indign&tion in the 
Colony atlhe treatment accorded il ~altho lol'IWI were al once "!ll"•ed 
14>--a II'Uiy aignili!'OI'I faet when I' Is realized thallh&ld:i.niotry nuder
Inking this respeniibility bad ba011 pul &lld w .. maintllined ia otlico by 
lhe Dutah party, and included in I~>~ wembere lhe boA and moo1 pro
nounced A!rioliDder representotJves. But Mr. Kruger Is not ••.Uy 
' cornered.' B.ls \llllailing inslincl told him lhal b\Wnoeo w., meB.Ill 
when he received Mr. Chamberhli:n'e ull.imalum 10 open lhe clrillo; 
Tbe Preoide!it ' climbed down • and opened lhem 1 lie baa seveml 

, adv&l1t.ages whlob ot.iler leaden of men have 110t, aod among lhem ia 
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that of hav}ng little or no pride. He will bl~stur and b!UIJ\,1,;, Jully 
when occasiOn seems to warrant it; but when his judgment wo.rns him 
that he bas· gone as far as he prudently can, he will alter his tactics 
as promptly and dispassionately as one changes one's coat to suit the 
varying conilitions ol the weather. Mr. Kruger climbed down I It did 
not worry him, nor did ·he take shame that he had failed. He climbed 
down, as he bad done before in the Stellaland affair, the Banjailand 
trek, the commandeering incident, and as be no doubt will do in 
others; for he may blnff hard, but it will take a great deal to make 
him fight. 'fhere is one matter upol:l which Mr. Kruger's judgment is 
perfect: he can judge the ' breaking strain' to a nicety. He climbs 
down, but he is not beaten ; for as surely us the dammed stream will 
seek ils outlet, so surely will the old Dutchman pursue his settled aim. 

War is war, and always bad; but sometimes worse; for the cause is 
still a mighty factor, as those may see who contrast the probable effects 
upon the people of South Africa of war on the drifts question with the 
sotua.l results of the Jameson raid, 

CHAPTER III 

TB!J ORIGIN OF TBB MOVE>IBNT 

HAVING failed in their constitutional attempts to·securo a reasonable 
voiee in the government, or any redress of their grievances, there came 
the time when men's thou~hts naturally turned to the last expedient
force. Up to and so late o.s the VolksrAad Session of 1895, a constitu· 
tiona.! agitation for rights had been carried on by the Transvaal National 

. Union, a body representing the unenfranchised portion of the popuJa. 
tion. Of \Is members but fsw belonged to the class of wealthy mine and 
land owners : they had so far abstained from taking any part in a 
political organization which was viewed with dislike and suspicion by 
the Government and the great majority of the Boors. It has been 
asserted by a few Progressive members ol the Raad that many of the 
Boers were themselves opposed to the policy adopted towards the new· 
comers; but, whilst this may be to some extent true, it is more than 
questionable whether any of the burghers were willing to concede a 
share in the power of gov_ornment, although it is certain that great 
numbers would not have taken active steps against the Uitlanders but 
for the invos)on by a !orei!,'ll Coree. Any exteniling of the franchise 
means to the great wajority of the Boers a proportionate loss of in· 
dependence. · 

When the matter of the Independence of the Republic is discussed it 
must not be forgotten that independence conveys something to the 
Boers which is radicaJ.Iy different from what it means to anyone else, 
That the State sliould continue for ever to be independent and prosperoua 
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· · "-hase-ll,J, ·' . -11-.Q;,\· ~puiJlic-would be mockery heaped on lnp1ry II the absol~te 
domin"nt10n by the Boer party should cease; and when the parrot-l!lce 
cry of 'The Independence of the State is threatened ' is raised again 
and ngniu apropos of the most trivin.l measures and incidents, this idea 
is the one that prompts it. Instances innumerable could be quoted 
seemingly illustrating the Boer legislators' inability to distinguish 
between simple measures of reform and justice, and measures aimed 
at undermining the State's stability and independence. It is not 
stupidity I It is that the Boer realizes at least one of the inevitable 
consequences of reform-that the Ignorant and Incapable must go 
under. Reform is the death-lcnell of his oligarchy, and therefore a 
danger to the independence of the State-as he sees it. Until the Euro. 
penn people who have lately become so deeply concerned in Transvad 
affairs realize how widely divergent o.re the. two interpretations of 
'Independence,' they will not have begun to understand the Transvaal 
Question. 

'fhe National Union did not represent any particular class In the 
Uitlander community. It was formed of men drawn from all classes, 
who felt that the conditions of life were becoming intolerable, and that 
something would have to be done by the community to bring about 
reforms which the Legislature showed no signs of voluntarily introducing. 

When it is said thut it consisted of men drawn from all cla.<ses, the 
qualification should be made that the richer classes-that is to say, the 
cnpitaiists of the country-were very meagrely if ~t all represented, 
Many efforts had been made to eulist the sympathies of the capitalists, 
and to draw them into the movement, but the 'big firms,' as they were 
stykd, for n very long time refused to take nny part whatever, pro· 
!erring to abstain entirely rather than associate themselves with a 
definite agitation. They pleaded, and no doubt fairly, that in case of 
failure they with their vested interests would be the ones to suffer, while 
in the event of success they would not benefit in a greater degree than 
tho individuals who hnd little or no material stake. One by one, how· 
el'cr, they were drawn Into the political movement to the extent of 
supplying funds for corrying on the reform agitation, or of giving 
monetary support to those who wero stimulating and organizing the 
Progressive party among the Boers. There can be no doubt that prior 
to 1S95 the wealthier men without exception refused to consider the 
possibility of violent measures. It wns only when they realized that 
the Boer party wero determinedly hostile-organizing very large 
encroachments upon the pridlcges of the Uitinndere nnd dcsi;;ning 
fresh burdens to be borne by them-and when it became clear that the 
dangers threatening as n result of their own supine attitude were worse 
thon any disfavour with which they might be viewed on account of 
political action, that they began to take an active po.rt with others in 
the agitation for reform. It was not until the Volksraad in the Session 
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d 1895. rcvca.led tllcir rea.! policy and their fixed determination to effect 
no reform, that men began to talk of the possibility of revolutionary 
measures becoming necessary. The subject once mooted was frequently 
discussed, and once discussed becnme familinr ; and the thing which a 
few months before hod been regarded as out of tho bounds of possi· 
bility came to be looked upon as a very probable contingency. The 
extraordinary booni in shares, land, and all kinds of property, which 
lasted throughout tho year, no doubt operated against the maturing of 

·this. feeling, hut it nevertheless continued to grow.. The most dis· 
satisfied· section of the Rand was, nnturnlly enough, that one which 
included the South .African Uitlander. These men, born in South 
Africa, or haVing spent the best years of their lives there, felt extremely 
bitter again,st the Boer Government, and were moved by feelings which 
. were not in any way connected with considerations of materia.! gain. 
With ,them were closely associated men of &11. nationalities who hod 
determiried to mnlte their homes in the Transvaal, and these formed 
tl!e class which has been. disparagingly referred to ns '.the political 
element,' but which the experience of every country shows to be tho 
backbone of a natlon. They were·, in fact, the men who me~nt to have 
iJ. band in the future of South. Africa. After them came the much 
larger clris~ whose interest in the reforms was based mainly upou the 
fact that they suffered from the abuses and over-taxation of the 
Government. . . .. · . . . 
·, For several years a very strong feeling against the capitalists had 
ruled in ,Tohimncsburg •. Men who thoroughly knew the Boer had 
prophesied, and .continued throughout to prophesy, that absolutely 
nothing would be done to improve the conditions, and that the capital
ists might as well throw in their lot with the general public early in the 
day as be forced to do. so later, after spending their thousands in fruit· 

. • less efforts for reform, and after committing themselves to a policy 
·which 'lj'Ould be regarded as selfish, pusillanimous, and foolish. The 
moneyed rnen no doubt occupied a very prominent and powerful 
position.. They were constantly besought by the Reform leaders to 
side with them ; they wore looked to by the Progressive Party in the 
·noercnmp to aid reform by peaceful measures only, to exercise all their 
. influence towards preventing rash or violent mensures being taken by 
the more excited party, and to· trust to time and patience lo achieve 
those results which they .were all honestly desirous of bringing about; 
and they were appooached, as has been stated, by the President and 
his party when moments of danger arrived, and when it was felt that . 
their influence could be used towards the preservation of poaoe-as 
witness the Loch incident. · 
·.'It is no crime to be a capitalist,' said one commentator on the late 
event,;, and ·neither is it necessary to attribute to this section of the 
community motives of patriotism .. to justify their association with the 
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Reform mo~temen" n Is not intended to suggest that the men who 
did associate themselves eventully with It were not moved by any 
higher consideration than that of protecting .their- interests-in many 
cSLSes a far larger view than this was taken ; but it may be asked, 
assuming that the capitalists were not moved by higher' considerations, 
What is there in their position which should deb!U' them from end~•· 
vouring to introduce the reforme which would benefit them only 
equn.lly with e1•ery other honest tnt\ll in the community.? · · . 

Most of the wealthy houses in the Transvool are either offshoots of 
or have support!Dg connections with Gnus in En~ land or on the Conti· 
nent. Between them and their principals much rorrespondence hnd 
taken place on the political situ~tioo. As far as those houses were con· 
cerned, il was impo•sible for them to enter npon &ny movement with· 
out the consent of their Eoropcn.n associates. For this reason the 
Reform movement, 9.11 it eventna.lly took place, bas in some ways the 
appearance of, e.nd h118 very frequently been stiwnatized as, o.n 
organization pllllllled and promoted outside the Tro.n~vaol. · The laet 
is tbt Mr. Alfred Beit, of the firm of Wemher, Beit and Co., London, 
and Mr. Cecil Rhodes, mo.naging director of the Consolidated Gold' 
fields, may be regarded aa the chiefs to whom the ultimate decision aa 
to whether it waa necessary, from the cnpitaliotio point~~ view, to resort 
to extreme measures wns neces~nrily left Each of those gentlemen 
controls in person and through his business associates lll8llY millions 
of money invested ill the Tra.nsnnl ; eaeh ol them was, of course, a 
heavy autrerer under the elisting conditions affecting the mining 
industry, and each, as a busine1111 mao, must have been desirous .of 
reform in the admioistration. llfr. Belt acted in concert with llfr. Lionel 
l'hUlipe, of H. Eckstein and Co., the J ohaoneaburg representatives of 

· Wernher, Belt and Co. Mr. Rhodes was represented by hia brother, 
Colonel Francis Rhodes, ond ){r. J. H. Hammond, of the Consolid&tcd 
Goldfields Compa.ny in Johlllllleehurg. Mr. George Farrer, another 
very large mine-owoer, who joined a lltUe later than the others, with 
the gentlemen above named, may be considered to ha.vo represented 
the capit~list element in the earlier stnges of the Reform movement. 
The other elements were represented by Mr. Charles Leonard, the 
chairman of the Nationo.l Union, and one or two other prominent 
members of that body. . 

It is impossible to say with whom the idea of the mo,•oment, in· 
eluding the arrangemen\ with Dr. Jameson, originated. Perhaps It 
gennlnnted when Dr. Jameson read the life of Clive I Probably it 
was the result ol discussion, and no one man's idea. At any rato, arms 
&nd ammunition were purchased, and arrangement• were made by 
which they should be emuggled into the country concee.led in machinery 
or gold-mining appliances •. Duriug the month ol November Messrs. 
Leonard and Pbillipa went to Capetown lo see l\{r. Rhode•, in order to 
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assure themselves fin.Uy as to the courso which was to be pursued. 
The position of Ur. Rhodes in the matter was recognised by them to 
be a difficult O!Ul· Whilst as the managing director of the Consolidated 
Goldfieldil he had as much right as any other man interested in t.he 
Transvaal would have to concern himself in a movement of this nature, 
his right to act in his capacity of managing director of t.he Chartered 
Company would depend entirely on the nature of the part which be 

.IJrolessed to play;· but his position as Prime Minister of the Colony 
.made the already difficult position much more complicated. Realizing 
this, Messrs. L.eonru:d and Phillips, acting on behaU·of the others,, deter· 
ruined to have a perfectly olea.r understanding, and to ascertain from 

, 1\Ir. Rhodes definitely what were his objects in associating himself with 
!he movement .. The matter was discussed at Mr. Rhodes's house, and 
the report gi~en by the two deputies to their colleagues on their return 
was that Ur. Rhodes frankly admitted that· he bad two objects in 
''iew : one was to ·obtain an amelioration of the conditions such as he 
was entitled to claim as representing an .enormous amount of capital 
invested in the ·Transvaal; the other object is best described by Mr. 
Leonard. 'We read to him,' said that gentleman when reporting to 
his comrades the result of his visit, ' the draft of our declaration of 
rights .. He was leaning against the mantelpiece smoking a cigarette, 
and when it came to that part of the document in which we refer to 
Free Trade in South African products he turned round suddenly an.d 
said: "That is what I want. Tb!lt is all I ask of yon. The rest will 
come in· time; We must have a beginning, and that will be the 
beginning. If you people get your rights, the Customs Union, Railway 
Convention, and other things will all come in time." He then added 
that we must take our own time about this IllOVement, and that he 
would keep Jameson on the frontier as long as it was necessary as a 
moral support, and also to come to our assistance should we gel our
selves Into a tight place. We asked him how he hoped to recoup 
himself for lri.- share of the e~pense in keeping Jameson's force on 
the.border, which should•be borne by us jointly. He said that, see·. 
ing the extont of his interests in the country, be would be amply 
repaid by the improvement in t.he conditions which it was intended 
to effect.' 

It bas eince been suggested that the object of the movement was to 
• ' steal the country'· and to annex it to Rhodesia, in order to re
habilitate the Chartered CompMy. The suggestion is too ludicrous 
lor serious discussion. It must be obvious to anyone that the persons 
most concerned in the movement, and whose interests lny in the Rand, 
would be the very last to consenno any such scheme. There appears 
to be no conceivable basis upon which such an arrangement could have 
been entered into, an.!. it is quite clear that no sensible ·business man 
having interests in a rich country in a comparatively ad\'anced stbte of 
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development would consent to share that certainty with a new country 
such as Rhodesia, tho value of which, however promising, has still to " 
be proved. N otwithst1mding tho ludicrous nntme of the charge, it 
is quite certain that the Boers have a decp-root~d conviction of its 
truth. 

The arrangements with Dr. Jameson were made with him in person. 
Dming the month of September he visited Johannesburg, "and it was 
then agreed that ho should maintain a force of some 1,500 mounted. 
men, fully equipped, a nmnber of Maxims, and some field artillery; 
that he was, in addition to this, to have with him 1,500 spare rifles 
nnd a quantity of spare ammunition ; and that about 5,000 rifles, three 
Maxim guns, and 1,000,000 rounds of nmmunition were to be smuggled 
into J ohanncsburg. It was calculated that in the town itseU there 
would be, perhaps, 1,000 rilles privately owned. Thus, in the ovent 
of a junction of forces being effected, J ohanncsburg would be able to 
command about 9,000 armed men, with a fair equipment of machine· 
guns and cannon. Nor wo.a this all, for on the origino.l plan it was 
intended to seize the fort and magazines at Pretoria. And circum· 
stances favoured the plans of the J ohannesbmg men. The surround· 
ing wall of the fort, a mere barrack, had been removed on one side in 
order to effect some additions; there were only about 100 men stationed 
there, and all except hall a dozen could be counted on as being asleep 
after 9 p.m. There never was a simpler sensational task in the world 
than that of seizing the Pretoria fort-fifty men conld have done it. 
But there was more to be done than the mere Inking. In the fort 
there were known to be some 10,000 rilles, ten or twelve field-pieces, 
and 12,000,000 rounds of smo.ll-arm ammunition; and it was designed 
to seize the fort and the railway on the night of the outbreak, and, by 
means of ()ne or two trains, to. corry off as wuch of the matorial as 
possible nnd destroy the rest. 

Association with Dr. Jaweson as the leader of an invading force is 
tho one portion of their programme which the Reform leaders find it 
extremely difficult to justify. All long as the movement was confined 
to the Uitlanders resident in the Transvaal the sympathy of South 
Africa and indeed of the world was with them. It was the alliance 
with the foreign invader which forfeited that sympathy. That the 
eventual intention of the Reformers was only to call upon Dr. Jameson 
in case they found themselves attacked by and unable, to cope wibb the 
Boers is a fact, but it is only fair to Dr. Jameson to nolo that this was 
a modification of the ol'igino.l arrangement by which both forces were 
to act simultaneously and in concert-when the signal should be given 
from Johannesburg. 

On the occasion of Dr. Jameson's second visit to Johe.nnesburg 
towards the end of November, the. following letter of invitation wa~ 
written e.nd handed to him 1 
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To Dr. Jamc•on. 'arty 
JOI!AXI'E.SUUllG.' -

DEAa Stn, 
'l'hc position of matters in this State has become so critical that wo are 

useurcd that at no distant period there will be a conflict between the Govern· 
mcut and tho Uitlander population, It is scarcely necessary for us to 
recapitulate what is now matter of history; suffice it to say that the position 
of thousands of Englishmen and others is rapidly becoming intolerable, Not 
Slltisficd witl• making the Uitlander population pay virtually the whole of tho 
revenue of tho country while denying them reprcscntotion, the polic,Y of the 
Govcrnn1cnt has been steadily to oncroach upon the liberty of tho subJect, and 
to undermine the security for property to such an extent as to causo a very 
deep. seated sense of d1scontont and danger. A foreip;n corporation of 
Hollanders is to a. considerable extent controlling our destinies, and in con· 
junction with the Boer leaders cndMNouring to CIJ.St them in a. mould which 
is wholly foreign to the genius of tho people. Every public act bctrnys the 
most positive hostililf, not only to everything English, but to tho neighbour· 

· ing States. · · .. 
Well, in short, tho internal policy of the Government in such as to have 

roused into antaKonism to it, not only practically the whole body of UitlandCl~, 
but a lo.rge number of tho Boers; while its oxtemo.l policy has exa.'lpcrated 
the neighbouring States, causing the possibility of great danger to the peace 
and independence of this Republic. Public feeling is in a condition of 
smouldering discontent. All the petitions of the people lmve been refused 
with a greater or less degree of contempt; and in the de hate on the Franchiso 
petition, signee\ by nearly 40,000 people, one member challenged tho 
Uitlanders to fight for the rights they asked for, and not a single member 
spoke againstjlim. Not to go into details, we may say that tho Government 
b .. called in!!> existence all the elomcnts nc=ry for armed conflict. Tho 
one desire of tloe people here is for fair play, the maintenance of their indo· 
pendence, and the preservation of those public lihertics without which life is 
not worUt living. The Government denie$ tht'.sc- things, and ''iolu.tes the 
national senso of En·glishmon at every turn. · , 

What we have to consider is, What will be the condition of tlliugs here in 
the event of a confiict f Thousands of ummncd men, women, and children 
of our race will be at the mercy of well-armed Boers, while property of 
enormous value will be in the grcn.tc~t peril.' 'Vo cnnnot contemplate the 

. future without tho gravest avpl·ehensions. All feel that wo are justified in 
taking any steps to prevent the shedding of blood, and to insure the pro· 
tection of our righta, · · 
· · It is under theso circumstances that wo feel constrained to call upon you to 
come to our a.id, 2 should a disturba.nce arise here. The circunmtanccs are so 

. 1 Tho date of 20th December, 1895, was filled in by Dr. Jameson when he 
decided to start and to publish the letter. 

' When this letter was published by Dr. Jameson and cabled to the London 
Tim"' the sense of it was very gravely-but· doubtless unintcntionally
a.lterecl. by terminating this sentence with the word c aid,' and carrying the 
remaiuin" words into the naxt sentence. 

(July, l899.) At the Westmin•tcr inquiry it transpired that on Decem
ber 20 Mr. Rhodes iustntcted D1·, Harris to wire tor a copy of the letter. 
Dr. Jameson fol'varded it after filling in that day:s date. On December 30, 
Dr. Harris, again acting ·on Mr. Rhodes's instmctions, telcgrnphcd the letter 
to the Tim<S, having altered the date to 28th, and prefaced it with the stale· 
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·"'UF:. TRA s . 
'm" tho! we cannot but believe that yon and the men under you will not 

devero enme tc the rescuo of J!"oplo who will be so situated. We gnarontco 
any oxprnse that may reasonably be incurred by you in helping us, and .ask 
you to b.lieve that nothing but the stcrnoat ne.,...tty has llfomptcd th111 
appeaL 

CHARLES Lr,m:AnD. 
LIONEL PHtLI.IPS. 
FI!.ANCts RttoDP.S. 
JOHN HAYS HAMMOND, 
G•onoE FAm<An. 

The letter was drafted by Mr. Charle• Leonard, and ')'as signed then 
by four out of nve signatories, the filth signature being added some 
weeks Inter in Cape Town. It was not dated, and was to be used 
only privately and in co.se of necessity, for the purpose of excusing 
Dr. JOJDe.on..to tho directors of the Chartered Company and the 
Imperial aut.h~ritics in the course which it was intended to take. 

Various plan• were discussed, and even dates were provisionally 
arranged. The first arrangement ngreed to was that Dr. Jameson 
should start two days before the intended out brenk in Johannesburg. 
This was agreed to for the lime being, but subsequent discussion con. 
vinced the leaders that there were the gravest objections to such a 
course, and it was therefore decided that Dr. Jameson should be 
notified to st.rt from his camp on the same night as the outbreak in 
Johannesburg. The dntcs of December 28 and January 4 were in 
turn provisionally decided upon, but the primary cond~ion of these 
arrangements was that under no circumstanees should Dr. Jameson 
move without receiving the word from the Johannosburg party. 

With reference to the question of going out to meet Dr. Jameson or 
giving him assistance, the only thing that was discussed was that an 
officers' patrol should be sent out to meet him, to escort him to his 
Cllmp. There wns no doubt entertained as to the ability of Dr. Jameson 
and the force which it WllS believed he would comrunnd to come in 
without assistance, or the arrangement would never have been made. 
The idea of the association 11~th him was, of course, that be should 
assist the Reformers-not they assist him ; and the proposal regarding 
the officers' patrol was one to which he only consented after scouting 
the notion of any co-operation. · 

During tihe weeks which followed the conclusion of the arrangement 
considerable dissatisfaction was felt at the very slow progress made in 
obtaining anns. The number originally agreed to was deemed to be · 
sufficient but no more; and when it was first found that it would not 
be possible to obtain this number, but that a few hundreds lese would 
have to be accepted, doubts were freely expressed as to the wisdom of 
proceeding until a sufficient supply had been· obtained. When on two 

ment that the letter bad been 'sent on Snturd•y (28) to Dr. Ja.meson, 
Mafeking.' . 
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subsequent occasions it we.s again notified tbnt still a low hundreds 
less would have to be accepted, some members of tho Ileform Party 
wore very emph•tic in thoir objections to proceeding nny further until 
they should be satisfied thnt the undcrtnldngs upon tho strength of 
whioh they had entered upon the arnngoment would be lnithlully 
adhered to. On the occasion of Dr. J amoson's last vi•it it hnd been 
extracted from him that imtcnd of 1,500 men he would probably stnrt 
with from 800 to 1,000. Th.ese discrepancies and alterations cnusod 
the livclleet di,.ntisfnction in the minds of tho•e who ronliwl thai 
.they were entel'in~ upnn n vory serious undertaking; but although the 
equipment seemed poor, relinnco w~s always placed on the taldng 
of Pretoria Fort. Th~t at any rnte was a certainty, and it ·would 
settle the whole thing without a blow; for Johannesburg would hnve 
everything, nnd the Doers would have rifles, but neither ammunition 
nor field-guns. Without doubt the Pretoria arsenal was the key of 
the position, and it is admitted by Boer and alien alil<e that it lay there 
unguarded, ready to be picked up, and that nothing in the world could 
have saved it-except what did I 

On or about December 19, hloesrs. Woolls.Sampson and A. Bailey, 
two Johannesburg men con corned in the movement, who had been in 
communication with Mr. Rhodes and others in Cape Town, arrived in 
J ohnnnesburg, and indicated clearly that the question •• to which flag 
was to be miscd was either deemed to be a rel•lively unimportant one 
or .one concerning which somo of the porties had not clearly and 
honestly expressed their intentions. In simple truth, it appeared to 
be the case that Dr. Jameson either thought that the Johannesburg 
Reformers were quite indifferent on the subject of the flag, or assumed 
that the provisions for the maintenance ol the Transvaal flag were 
merely talk, and that the Union Jack would be hoisted at once. 
Nothing was further from the truth. The Reform Party in Johannes. 
burg included men to whom the Union Jacl< is as dear as their own 

· heart's blood, but it also included many others to whom that flag does 
not appeal-men of other nationalities and other a"ociation• and 
other sympathies. It included-perhaps the strongest element of all 
-those men whose sympathies were notur•lly and most strongly all 
for British rule, which they belie\·ed to be the best in the world, 
but whose judgment showed them that to proclaim that rule would be 
to defeat the very objects they honestly had in \'iew, and who would 
hnve regarded the change of fla~ at the last moment as an unprincipled 
deception of those comrades who bad been induced to co-operate for 
reform and not for annexation. It had been repeatedly and em. 
plmtic~lly stated thnt thci ohject was not to depri\'e the Doer of his 
independence or the State of its autoJ:Il)my, but to alter the system of 
government in such a way as, first to obtain betterment of the economio 
conditione which affect everyone, and afterwards to induce a policy 
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moro in accilrdllllce with the general South African sentiment-in 
fact, to get the Transvo.al into line with the other South African 
st .. tes, in tho same way, lor instance, as the Free State ·had shown 
itself disposed to go. It is but poor work explaining failure, yet it 
must surely be permissible that something should be said for those_ 
who alone have had no hearing yet. And it is in the minds of the 
Reformers that the professions of their 'real intentions ' regar<ling tho 
flag made by Dr. Jameson and Mr. Rhodes might appropriately have 
been made before the rniu, instead ol nfterwnrds, when all was over. 
The regard for definite pledges, which in the Reformers was described 
ns merely nn excuse for backing out, would, if it had been observed by 
all, have made ~ sickening fiasco impossible. 

No sooner had a doubt been raise<! on the subject of the flng than 
a trusted emissary was despatched to inquire from Mr. Rhodes the 
meaning of this tampering with one of tho fundamental conditions of 
the agreement. Tho messenger returned on Christmo.a morning, and 
at n largely-attended meeting of tho ringleuuors stated that he hnd 
seen Mr. llhodos, and had received from him the assurance that it was 
all right about the flag: no question or doubt hnd been raised on the · 
subject. In returning to Capo Town, however, in company with 
Dr. Ruthedord Harl'is, he learned from that gentleman that it wns by 
no means all right, and gathered that it was assumed thnt the provision 
about maintaining the Trnusvall.l flag was so much tnlk necessary to 
secure the adhesion of some doubtful people. Ti1e announcement was 
received with the gravest dissatis!OJ.Ction. Several of the lending men 
stated emphatically that nothing would induce them to luke part in the 
movement unless the originnl arrangement wns loyally adhered to, In 
consequence of this it wns resolved ,to despatch Messrs. Charles 
Leonard and F. H. Hamilton to see Mr. Rhodes and to obtain from 
him a definite guarantee that in the event of their availing t-hemselns 
of Dr. Jameson's help under any conditions tho latter would abide by 
the arrangements agreed upon. 
· It was then thought that a week would be sufficient time in which 

to clear up the flag question and complete preparations. It was 
decided to call a big public meeting for tho night of Monday, January 6, 
not with the intention of holding the meeting, but as a blind to cover 
the simultaneous rising in Johannesburg and seizing of the arsennl in 
1'1etoria on the night of Saturday, January 4. With this in mind it 
was arranged to publish, in the form of a mn.nifesto,1 the address 
which Mr. Charles Leonard bad prepared for the meeting. .. · 

Among the Reformers there hnd always been B consiUcrable section 
who regarded the alliance or arrangement "1th Dr. Jameson as o. very 
doubtful advantage. It was this section which strongly and success· 
fully opposed the suggestion that he should start before nn actual 

1 See Appendix I. for the full text of Mauifcsl:o. 
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outbreak. Tho difference of opinion wo.s not euch as to cause di,·ision 
in the ran.ks, but yet euffieient lo keep alive discussion as .to how the 
common aim could be achieved without risk of the complications 
which externnl aid in the initial stages would be sure to cause. To 
this feeling of doubt was added a sense oldisiJrust when Dr. Jameson's 

· importunity and impatience became known; and when the question 
of the flag wo.s raised there were few, if o.ny, among those con. 
corned in the .movement who did not feel that the tail was trying to 
wag the dog •.. The feeling was so strong that many were prepared to 
abandon tho whole scheme o.nd start d• 1!ovo rather than continue an 
undertaldJJI} in which it looked as thou~h they were being fooled. 
Hence the despatch of Messre. Leonard tnd Hamilton on Chtistmos Dny. 

Confidence in their power to control Dr. Jameson and direct the 
movement, as they considered they bad the right and ability to do, 

- had been so shnlten. in the Reformers that as soon as Messrs. Leonard 
and Hamilton had been sent they began to discuss a complete change 
of plans, ond awaited only the reply from Capetown before taking the 
first steps in the pro,ecution of the new programme. · The plan most 
favoured was that. the importation and distribution of o.rms should be 

• continued. as speedily and as secre!ly as possible;. that, instead of an 
·invading force, as many armed and trained men as could be obtained 
· should be brougb! in; nominally as mechanics· or men seeking employ
ment on the mines; that·lhe public· meeting called for January 6 
should be held, and made as large and. demonstrative as possible, and 
a demand made to the Volksraad to gro.nt the redress of the grievances 
complained of; and, ·tailing reasonnble .. concessions, that they ehould 
rise ii:t arms and at the same time· appeal Ia Engl8Jld, as the para
mount l'"'wcr, or to the other South .African Governments, to mediate 
and so avert civil war.. It was believed, and with much reason, that 
the Boers, !mowing, as they then inevitably would, that a consider
able quantity of arms and ammunition hnd been smuggled in, and 

. .!mowing also that the .sentiment of South Africa, including tho Free 

. State,'w"§ o.ll itt favour .of considerable concessions to the Uitlandcrs, 
would have hesitated to· take the initiative against Johannesburg, aud 

. would either hav• ;rieldcd to the pressure of tho general South African 
opinion, and have accepted tho mediation of· the High Commissioner, 

:or would have offered considerable reforms. The Kruger party, it wns 
. well known,.would proceed .to any.extwne Tntbcr tbnn conccdo any· 
thing to the Uitlnnders ; but at that time the majority of the Boers 
were opposed to the 1\rugcr policy of favouring the Hollanders .and 

. Germans to the exclusion of. all other Uitlanders, and this majority 
would not have consented to measures colculuted to embroil them 
with the people who had made their country prosperous, 8Jld even to 
imperil the very existence of the Slate, whilst an alternative course so 
easy as the one presented lay open to them. 
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On the day following the despatch of Messrs. Leonard and Hamilton 
to Capetown it was decided to send messengers to Dr. Jameson to 
emphatically prohibit any movement on his part, also to explain to 
him the position of affairs in Johannesburg with reference to the flag, 
and above all to impress upon him the condition of unpreparedness. 
Major Heany was sent by train vi~ Kimberley, and in order to 
fnciliw.le his travelling, a telegram was sent to Mr. Rhodes in Cape. 
town n.sking him to arrange for a special train, and acquainting him 
with the purpose of the trip. Captain Holden was sent on horseback 
across country to Pitsani. Both gentlemen carried the most definite 
instructions to Dr. Jameson on no account to move. Both gentlemen 
have since st•ted that they delivered the messages in word and in 
spirit absolutely as they were given to them in J obannesburg, and 
that they carried no private messages whatever from any individual . 
member of the Committee in any way conflicting with the purport of 
the official message with which they were charged. 

On the Thursday, Friday, and Saturday telegrams and messages 
were received from Dr. Jameson, all revealing impatience and a desire, 
if not an intention, to disregard the wishes of the Johannesburg 
people. Replies were sent to him and to the Capetown agents, pro·
testing against the tone adopted, urging him to desist from the en
deavour to rush the Johannesburg people, as they were pushing 
matters on to the best of their ability, and hoped for a successful issue 
without recourse to violent measures, and stating emphatically that 
the decision must be left entirely in the hands of Johannesburg as 
agreed, otherwise there would be certain disaster. Besides what would 
be regarded as the official expressions and messages of the Johannes· 
burg people, several individual members of the party telegraphed to 
Dr. Jameson informing him of the position, and adding their personal 
advice and testimony. The p•obability of achieving success without 
firing a shot wn.s referred to in the sense ol 11 most satisfactory pros
pect. It did not occur to any one among the Johannesburg party that 
it was this prospect that moved Dr. Jameson to start. That idea is of 
Inter birth. 

On Sunday morning, at about ten o'clock, two telegrams of im, 
portance were reoeiyed. The first was from Messrs. Hamilton and 
Leonard to the following effect: • We have received perfectly sa tis· 
factory assurance from Cecil Rhodes, but a misunderstanding un
doubtedly exists elsewhere. In our opinion, continue preparations; 
but carefully, and without any sort of burry, ao entirely fre•h depar
ture will be necessary. In view of changed condition, Jameson has. 
been advised aecordingly.' Portions of this message were in code. 
It left Capetown at 2.20 p.m. on Satut·day, the 28th, and was received 
on Sunday at about ten o'clock. The second telegram was one from 
Dr. Jameson to his brother, Mr. S. W. ·Jameeon, and had been 
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despatched at about the same time. n was ..a the Bedford-McNeil 
Code, and was much mutilated-so much so that II was thought to 

. have been purposely done in the telegraph oftlee in order to obscure 
the meaning. One expression was· clear, however, o.nd that was: 'I 
shall start without fail to-morrow night.' It concluded with the words: 
'Inform Dr. Wolff-distant cutting. He will understand.' 

The words ' disto.nt cutting' did not occur in any code-book.· Dr. 
Jameson states that they were words privately ·agreed upon between 
him and Dr. Wolff. The telegram was shown to Dr. Wolff as soon 
BB he could be found, but .he declared himself unable to throw any 

. light whatever upon it. It was, however, clear from the message that 
on Saturday afternoon it had been Dr. Jameson's intention to dis
regard lhe wishes of the Committee, and to start on Sunday night, 
and the telegram impressed the recipients more than ever with the 
wisdom oJ their action in sending the messengers to Capetown and to 
Pitsani to insist upon no further steps being taken. It is of little 
consequence what the words 'distant cntting' really meant, or whether 
lhey were, or should have been, understood by any of the parties. 
Major Heany and Captain Holden, it was known, could not have 
reached Dr. Jameson at the time the message was despatched, and 
therefore no more importance was attached to this than to the other 
impatient telegrams. 

It wa• assumed that, on receiving the emphatic messages sent 
through Major Heany and Captain Holden, Dr . .Jameson would 
realize the seriousness ol the position, and would, in fact, abide by the 
arrangements made with him. Nor was ·this all. It WBB also clear 
that the telegram of Mr. Rhodes, to which it was inferred reference 
was made in the concluding words of Messrs. Hamilton's and 
Leonard's wire-' Jameson has been advised accordingly '-eould not 
have reached Dr. Jameson at the time his telegram to his brother was 
despatched. It was part of the instructions to Messrs. Hamilton and 
Leonard that any communications which they might desire to make 
to Dr. James on should pass through Mr. Cecil Rhodes in order to 
insure due regard being paid to them. There was therefore no doubt 
in the minds of the Johannesburg men that during Saturday after· 
noon-that is to say, more than twenty-four hours before he proposed 
moving-he must have received a wire forbidding him to move. 
. The facts here given were suftlcient lo warrant the belief that o.ll 
that was necessary had been done to prevent any movement. But more 
reassuring than all the precautions was the conviction that Dr. J nmeson, 
no matter how much he might ' bluff' in order to Ioree immediate 
action, would never be guilty of so gross a breach of faith as to start 
in defiance of the wishes of the J obannesburg people. EYtreme dissatis· 
faction, of course, prevailed in the minds of a good many when they 
learned of the efforts made by him to force their hands, and this feel· 

5 
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ing was intensified b,y the report brought in by Dr. Wolff, who had 
just returned from seeing Dr. Jameson at l'itsoni. Dr, Wolff had 
arrived at l'itsnni on the previous TuesJay, and was then greeted by 
Dr. Jameson with the remark that he had 'as nearly as possible started 
for Pretoria last night.' It was felt that this might appeo.r to be a 
very fine and dashing thing for a party of men wall armed and trained 
and able to take care of themselves, but that it betrayed grant indiffer
ence to his pledges, ns well as to the fate of his associates, who, as be
knew perfectly well, had not even the arms to defend themselves from 
the consequences of any precipitate action on his part, and who had, 
moreover, the responsibility for the control and protection of unarmed 
Johannesburg. 

The feeling among the Reformers on Sunday, tho 29th, wns one of 
considerable relief at having found out in time tho intention of their 
reckless colleague, and at having taken the necessary steps to control 
him. Secure in the belief that the messages from Capetown had duly 
reached Dr. Jameson, and that either Major Renny or Captain Holden 
had by that time also reached him, and that in the future the manage· 
ment of their affairs would be left in their own hands, they continued 
during Sunday and Monday, the 29th and BOth, to arrange plans on 
the basis before indicated, awaiting in the meantime further communi. 
cations from Messrs. Hamilton and Leonard. 

In the meanwhile it became generally known in Johannesburg that 
some movement was afoot, and suppressed excitement and expectancy 
bec;,me everywhere manifest. On Thursday, December 26, the Pre· 
sidcnt returned from his annual tour through certain of the outlying 
districts. On his journey he was met by a number of burghers at 
Bronkhorst Spruit, the scene d the battle in the War of Independence, 
about twenty miles from Pretoria. One of the burghers, an old Boer 
named Hnns Botha, who wns the opponent of Mr. Woolls-Sampson in 
the 'duel' nt the battle of Zwaartkopjes, in addressing the President, 
said thnt he had heard that there was some talk of a rising in J ohnn· 
ncsburg, and adtled that although he had many bullets in him (it is 
stated that he still has five 1), he could find room for more if it was a 
question of tackling the Britishers. The President replied that he had 
heard of the threatened rising, and did not believe it : he could riot say 
what was likely to happen, but they must remember this-if they wanted 
to ldll a tortoise·, they must wait until he put his head out of the shell. 

In an interview wit.h a representative of the press immediately after 
this the President sllid that the position was full of gravity, and might 
lead to disagreeable consequences, especio.lly to the mining industry 
and commercial enterprise generally ; but he was still confident that 
common-sense would prevail in Johannesburg, and expressed the con
viction that the law.abiding portion of the community, which included 
the greater part of the English and other nationo.lities, would supporl 
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all measures for the preservation of Jaw and order. He said that his 
endeavours hitherto to secure concessions for the Uitlander population 
had been frustrated by the public utterances and actions of irresponsible 
and unscrupulous ngitntors, whose methods bad often a dctriment.U 
effect on the Volksrnad and on the burghers throughout the Republic. 
The first commotion created was by the flag incident some years 
before (1890), whicb caused a great shock to confidence; another 
sinister incident was tbe refus.U of a portion of the British community 
to serve their adopted country in the Mruaboch War, when the union 
of Boer o.nd Briton against the common enemy was nearly brought 
about. 'If wiser counsels unfortunately should not prevail,' the Pre· 
si<lcnt continued, 'then let the storm arise, and the wind thereof will 
separate the chaff from tho grain. The Government will give every 
opportunity for free speech and free ventilation of grievances, but it is 
fully prepared to put a stop to any movement made for the upsetting 
ollnw and order.' 

On the same day the President was interviewed by a deputation of 
Americans from Johannesburg. They were men of the highest position 
and influence in the community, and were earnestly desirous of 
securing reforms, but they were impressed with the idea. tba; peaceful 
means bad not yet been exhausted, and that the President and his 
Executive would listen to reason if they were convinced that serious 
consequences would follow the neglect to reform. The President 
received them civilly, as he often docs when he hns a strong hand to 
play: it is generally when his cards are poor that he gives way to the 
paroxysms of rage and indulges in the personal abuse and violent 
behaviour which have earned for him so unenviable a reputation. He 
listened to all that had been advanced by the deputation, and then 
said that ' it was no time to talk when danger was at hand. That wns 
the time for action.' The deputation represented to him that there was no 
danger at hand unless the President by his own act precipitated matters 
and caused the trouble himseU, that matters were completely in hi• 
hands, and that if he would deal with the people in a liberal and 
statesmanlike way and grant the reforms which were universruly 
aclmowledged to be necessary, there would not be anywhere in tho 
world a more law-abiding and loyal community than that of J obanncs
burg. The President answered merely by the question: 'If a crisis 
should occur, on which side shall I find the Americans?' The answer 
was: ' On the side of liberty and good government.' The President 
replied: • You are all alike, tarred with the same brush i you are British 
in your hearts.' ·' 

In reply to another deputation, representing a. oection of the com
munily which was not by any means at one with the Reformers, but 

. the leading members of which still urged tb.e necessity for reforms, 
the Presidellt said : • Either you are with me in the la.st extremity or 
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yon &re with the enemy ; choose which course you will adopt, Call a 
meeting to repudiate the 1rianifesto in its entirety, or there is final 
rupture between us.' The gentlemen addressed declared emphatically 
that on the Manifesto there could be no retreat. On that J olmnncs
burg was absolutely at one. The President replied, 'Then I shall 
know how to deal with Johannesburg,' and left the room. 

The various business associations of Johannesburg and Pretoria 
approached the President at different hours in these threatening times, 
and did all that was possible to induce him to make reasonable con· 
cessions. Although numbers of his followers and counsellors wore 
strongly in favour of doing something to avert the coming storm, the 
President himself seemed inclined to fight until the last ditch was 
reached rather than concede anything. In reply to the Mercantile 
Association, he said that he was quite willing to give tho franchise, but 
that it would be to those who were really worthy of it-those, for 
instance, who rallied round the Government in this crisis and toolt no 
part in the mischievous agitation and clamouring for so-called reforms: 
all malcontents should be excluded. In fact, he made it perfectly 
plain that the franchise would be treated as a huge bribery fund; and 
he himself was introducing the thin.end of the wedge in the suggestion 
made to the Association with a view to splitting up the Reform Party 
in J ohanneaburg, He, however, added that the special duties on food
stuffs would be immediately removed pending confirmation by the 
Volksraod, that equal subsidies would be granted to Duteh and English 
schools alike, and that the Netherlands Railway Company would be 
approached with a view to having the tariffs reduced. The effeet of 
this was, however, slightly marred by the concluding sentence, in 
which he stated that, 'as he had kept his former promises, so he would 
do his best to keep this.' 

In reply to a second deputation of Americans, the President, in a 
moment of irritation, said that it was impossible to grant the franchise 
to the Uitlander-American, British, or other; he would lose his 
power if lao did; the Government would no longer be his. A member 
of the deputation said: . ' Surely if we mke the oath of allegiance, you 
will trust us?' The President. hesitated for a moment, and then said : 
'This is no time to talk about those things; I can promise you nothing.' 

CHAPTER IV 

THB .BEFORt.! COMMITTBE 

ON Monday morning Mr. S. W. Jameson (a brother of Dr. Jameson, 
who, although suffering acutely from rheumatic fever, in.sisted on 
t~king his share of the work and worry during the days that followed) 
received a telegrllJll addressed to Dr. Wolff, in his oare. The latter 
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being away on Monday, Mr. Jrunoson translated the telogriUll and 
showed it at once to as many of his comrades as he could find. It was 
from Dr. Jnmoson, despatched from Pitsani at 9.5 a.m. on Sunday, 
.and ran as follows: 'Meet me ns arranged before you left on Tuesday 
night, which will enable us to decide which is best destination. Make 
Ad vocate Leonard speak-mnl<e cutting to·nigbt without fa.il.' 

Every effort was made to find Dr. Wolff, but he-in common with 
others-b~lieving that there would be no move lor a week, was away. 
This telegram was, to say the least of it, disquieting. It showod, so it 
wns thought, that as late as Sunday morning Dr. JIUlleson could not 
hnve received the countermands by Messrs. Heany nnd Holden, and it 
indicated that it must have been a near thing stopping him before he 
actually crossed tho border. As n matter of fact Major Hoany roached 
Dr. Jameson at noon on Sunday; but Captain Holden had arrived the 

-night before. 
Shortly alter noon Mr. Abe Bailey received and showed to others a 

telegram purporting to come from 'Godolphin,' Capetown, to the 
following effect : ' The veterinary surgeon says the horses are now aU 
right; he started with them last night; will reach you on W odnosday; 
he says he can baok himself for seven hundred.' By the light of 
subsequent events the telegram is easily interpreted, but as Mr. Bailey 
said he could not even guess who 'Godolphin' might be, the message 
remained a p1lllzle. Thai it had some rolerenee to Dr. Jameson was ~ 
at once guessed, indeed Mr. Bailey would not have shown it to others 
concerned in the movement did he not himself think so. The im· 
portance and significance of the me•sage entirely depended upon who 
'Godolphin ' was, and it afterwards transpired that the sender was 
Dr. Rutherloord Harris, who states that be took the first and safest 
means of conveying the news that Dr. Jameson bud actually started in 
spite of aU. Mysterious and unintelligible as it was, the telegram 
caused the greatest uneasiness among the few who saw it, for it seemed 
to show that an unlmown someone in Capetown was under the im· 
pression that Dr. Jameson had started. The Reformers, however, still 
rejected the ideG that he would do anything ao mad and prepos5erous, 
and above aU they..were convinced that had he started they would not 
be left to ~ather the fact from the ambiguous phrases of an unknown 
person. 

AU doubts, however, were set at rest when between four and half. 
past four on Monday afternoon Mr. A. L. Lawley came hurriedly into 
the room where several of the leaders were met, saying, ' It is aU up, 
boys. He has started in spite of everything. Read this I' and at tho 
sam~e time throwing on the table the following telegram from Mafeking: 
' The contractor bas started on the earthworks with seven hundred 
boys; hopes to reach terminus on Wednesday.' 

The Reformers realized perfectly well the lull significance of 
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Dr. Jameson's action; they realized that even if he succeeded in 
~caching Johannesburg, he, by to.king the initiative, seriously impaired 
the justice of the Uitlanders' cause-indeed, put them hopelessly in the 
wrong. Apart from the moro.l or political aspects of the question there 
we.s the fact that, either through mistake or by fatuous impulse, 
Dr. Jameson had plunged them into a crisis for which as he knew they 
were insufficiently provided and prepared, and at the same time 
destroyed the one chance-tho one certainty-on which they had 
always counted for arms and ammunition; by starting first he knocked 
out the foundation of the whole scheme-he made the taldng of the 
Pretoria arseno.l impossible. For a few minutes it was hoped that the 
chnce of taking the arsenal still remained; but while discussion was 
still proceeding and severo.! of those present were protesting that the 
news could not be true (among them Mr. S. W. Jameson, who stoutly 
maintained that his brother wou!U never start in defiance of his 
pledges), authentic news of the invasion was received from the Govern
ment offices ; and this was supplemented a few minutes later by the 
information that the Government had known it at an early hour in 
the morning, and that P1·etoria was then full of armed burghers. The 
position then appeared fairly desperate. 

It is worth noting that even when Dr. Jameson decided to start in 
opposition to the Committee's wishes it was not deemed necessary to 
treat them with the candour which they were entitled to expect from.~ 
comrade. It is well known that Dr. Jameson never had 700 men, and 
that be started with less than 500, and yet the Reformers were led to 
understand from the telegrams above quoted that he was starting with 
700, and not 800 as last promised. They were at first under the 
impression that the 700 men did not include the Bechuanaland Border 
Police who were to join him after starting, so that it was still thought 
that he had over 800 men. 

Before five o'clock messengers had been sent out in all directions to 
co.ll together those who had interested themselves in the movement, or 
as many of them as possible, for several prominent men, knowing only 
of the steps taken to prevent any movement on the part of Dr. Jameson, 
were not a.t band. As many as possible, however, gathered together, 
and it was decided to to.ke instant steps to put the town in a state of 
defence. In order that the subsequent actions and attitude of the 
Reform Committee may be properly understood it is necessary to 
explain somewhat fully the position of affairs on this Monday evening, 

All soon e.s it was realized that the news was beyond oJ1 doubt true 
the bitterest censure wa.s expressed upon Dr. Jameson's action, and it 
was at first stated by many that either Dr. Jameson or Mr. Rhodes or 
both had deliberately and for the furtherance of their personal aims 
disregarded in treacherous and hea.rtlesa fashion all their agreements. 
Soon, however, a calmer view was to.ken, e.nd a consideration of all 
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the circumst~nces induced the Reformers to believe that D1. Jnmeson 
hnd started in good, f~ilh, but under some misapprehension. They 
recalled the various reports that bad been in circulation in the press 
about conflicts between the Boers and Uitlanders at the Simmer and 
Jack and Jumpers mines, the reported arrest of Mr. Lionel Phillips 

· and the demnnd of £80,000 bail-rumours which had been treated by 
those on the spot as too ridiculous !O gain credence anywhere, but 
which they. nevertheless thought might have reached Dr. Jameson in 
such guise ns to induce him to take the step which he had taken. It 
was assumed that the telegrams sent from Johannesburg and Capetown 
to stop him had not reached him, and that ·Messrs. Heany and Holden 
bad nlso failed to catch him before he started. Opinions, however, 
were still divided as to whether he had simply lost patience and come 
in regardless of all consequences, or had been renlly misled and had 
dashed in to the assistance of J ohrumesburg. The position was at best 
one of horrible uncertainly, and divided as the Conrtnitteo were in their 
opinions as to his motive, they could only give him the benefit of the 
doubt atad assume that there was behind his action no personal aim 

. and no deliberate disregard of his undertakings. In order to realize 
the perplexity of"the position it must be understood thnt only the few 
who happened to meet on Sunday and Monday morning know of the 
telegrams which had passed during the previous twenty. four hours; 
many did not know of them until Pretoria prison gave them time to 
compare notes ; to some they may be news even now. There was no 
time to argue then I 

Knowing the poorness of the equipment ol J ohnnnesburg and the 
unprepareJness of the place and its inhabitants, the more logicoJ and 
cold.blooded course would have been to repudiate Dr. Jameson 
instantly and to have left him to his fate; but against this was, firstly, 
tho· fact publicly admitted that he had remained on .the border by 
arrangement with the leaders in order to help them should tho necessity 
arise; next, that if he gave heed to the report~ which were .being 
circulated he might have thought that the necessity had arisen ; and 
finally, that t)lo leaders had taken such steps in the smuggling in ol 
arms and the arming of men as would warrant the Boers, and indeed 
anybody else, in associating them with Dr. Jameson, so that they 
might confidently expect to be attacked as accomplices before the true 
facts could become known. They realized quite well that they had a 
big responsibility to th~ unnrmea population of Johannesburg, and it 
was with the object of fulfilling that obligation th~t they decided to 
arm as many men as possible and to fortify and defend the place if 
attacked, but, in view of the impossibility of aggressive mcosures 
being successful, to take no initiative against the Boers. It would in 
any case have been entirely useless to suggest the repudiation of 
Dr. Jameson at that moment. The Johannesburg people would never 
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have liste.;ed to such a suggestion, nor could anyone have been found 
to make it. 

In view of the fact lhat the Reform Committee have been charged 
with the crime of plunging the country into civil war with a miserable 
equipment of less tba.n 8,000 rifles, it is only fair to give some heed to 
the conditions as they were at the time, a.nd to consider whether a.ny 
other course would have been wactieable, and if practicable, whether 
it wonld have been in the interests of any considerable section of the 
community.· To the Committee the course to he taken seemed perfectly 
clear, They determined to defend a.nd hold the town. They threw 
otr all disguise, got in all the arms they possibly could, organized the 
various military corps, and made arrangements for the maintenance 
of order in the town a.nd on the mines. Throughout Monday night 
all were engaged in getting in arms and ammunition and doing all 
that could be done to enable the town to hold its own against possible 
attack. 

During Monday night the Reform Committee cam~ into existence. 
Those who had so far taken a prominent part in the agitation bad 
been for convenience utilizing Colonel Rhodes's office in the Consoli· 
dated Goldfields Company's building. Many prominent men came · 
forward voluntarily to associate themselves with the movement, and 
as the numbers increased a.nd work had to be apportioned it became 
evident that some organization would be necessary. Those who had 
already taken part in the movement formed themselves into a com· 
mittee, a.nd many other prominent men joined immediately. The 
movement being an entirely public one, it was open lor anyone to 
join provided he could secure the approval of the already elected 
members. The body so constituted was then called the Reform 
Committee. 

The following is the first notice of tho Reform Committee as pub· 
lished in the Johannesburg StOJr; and it indicates the position 
taken up: 

Notice is hereby given that this Committee adheres to tho National Union 
Manifesto, o.nd reiterates its desire to maintam the independence of the 
Republic. Tho fact that roruoul'l! are in course of circulation to the effect 
that a force hss crossed the Bechnanaland border renders it necessnry to take 
active steps for the defence of Johannesburg and the prcscn•a.tion of order. 
The Committee earnestly degire• thnt the inhabitants should refrain from 
taking any action which can be considered as an overt act of hostility a.ua.inst 
the Government. · 0 

, 

Telegrams were sent to the High Commissioner and to the Premier 
of Cape Colony informing them that owing to the starting of Dr. 
Jameson with an armed force into the Transvaal, Johannesburg had 
been placed in a position of extreme peril, which they were utterly 
unprepared to guard against, and urging the High Commissioner to 
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proceed immediately to J ohMnesburg in order to settle matters llJld 
prevent a civil war. 

Sub-committees were al once appointed, partly chosen from mom· 
hers of the Roform Committee and partly from others who had inter· 
ested themselves in the movement 11nd had come forw~rd to take part, 
but had not actually joined the controlling body. The matters to be 
dealt with were: 'fhe policing of tho town; the control of the natives 
thrown out of employment by the closing of the mines; the arrMge· 
mtnts for the defence ol the town ; the conuniss•riat for lhe men 
bearing arms and for others who were flocking into the town; the 
providing for the women and children who had been brought in from 
the mines and had neither food nor sheUer, These matters were taken 
in hand on Tuesday morning, and before nightfall some 2,000 men 
had been supplied with arms; ~he Ma:rima bad been brought in and 
placed in position on the hills surrounding the town; various corps 
ha.i been formed; a commencement had been made in the throwing
up of earthworks around the town; and food-supplies and such field 
equipment as could be got together had been provided for the men. 
As regard• the town, the Government police having disappeared, it 
was necessary to take energetic steps to prevent actual chaos reigning. 
Ex-Chief Detective Trimble was appointed to organize a police Ioree, 
and the work was admirably done. Before nightfall •he Reform 
Committee's police had taken entire charge of tho town, and !rom this 
time until the withdrawol of the Committee's police after the laying 
down of orms, perfect order was maintained-indeed, the town has 
never before or since been so efficiently controlled as during this 
period. 

Numbers of the mines stopped work. In some cases the miners 
remained to protect the companies' property; in other ••••• the men 
came in and volunteered to carry arms in defence of the town. One 
of the most serious difficulties with which the Committee had to deol 
was that of supplying arms. There were under 8,000 rifles, and during 
the few do.ys when the excitement was at its highest no less than 
20,000 men came forward as volunteers and demanded to be armed. 
Not unnaturally a great deal of feeling was roused among those men 
against the Committee on account of their inability to arm them. It 
was believed for a long time that the Committee was wholly respon
sible for the incursion by Dr. Jameson; that they had precipitated 
matters without regard to the safely of the unormed population, and 
had actually courted civil war with a paltry equipment of some 8,000 
rifles. For several days • huge crowd surrounded the Committee's 
offices clamouring for guns. It is difficult to say what the feeling would 
have been and what would have been done had it been known then 
that there were less th11n 8,000 rifles. Not more than a dozen men 
knew the astuol number, and they decided to take the respo~sibility 
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of withholding this information, for they roo.lized that panic and riot 
might ensue if it were known, whilst the only hope for a successful 
issue now lay in J ohannosburg presenting a bold, confident, and 
united !rant. 

All the weiJ.known medical men in the town came forward at once, 
and organized and equipped an ambulance COI1JS which within the day 
was in perfect working order. 

Perhaps tho most arduous task of all was that of the Commissariat 
Department, who were called upon to supply at a few hours' notice 
the men bearing arms in various positions outside the town and the 
various depots within the town which were organized for the relief of 
those who had flocked in unprovided for. It would have been impos· 
sible, eiccpt in a community where the great majority of men had 
been trained by the nature of their own business in the habit of organ· 
ization, to cope with the difficulties which here presented themselves, 
and it is impossible to pay too high tribute to those who organized the 
relief of the women and children from the surrounding districts. Not 
Jess than 2,000 women and children were housed and fed on Tuesday 
night; offices were taken possession of in different parts of the town 
and converted into barracks, where sleeping accommodation was pro. 
vided under excellent sonitary conditions ; and abundance of food, as 
good as could 'be expected at an ordinary hotel, was supplied to these 
people who bad come in expecting to sleep in the streets. 

In order to carry into effect the scheme of relief above referred to 
it was found nece,sary to form what wna called the Relief Committee. 
A fun(\ was opened to provide this Committee with the necessary 
means, and members of the Reform Committee subscribed upwards of 
£80,000 within a few minutes of the opening of the lists. 

The native liquor question also called for prompt and determined 
handling. A deputation from the Committee called upon the Land. 
drost, the official head of tho Licensing Board, and requested the 
co·operation of the Government in dealing with this matter, and an 
order was obtained from him compulsorily closing the canteens until 
further notice. Armed with this, the officials appointed by the Com· 
mittee visited the various liquor-houses along the mines, and gave due 
notice, with the further warning that if any breach of the new regula
tion took place it would be followed by the confiscation of the entire 
stock of liquor. The measure generally had a very salutary effect, 
but in the lowest quarters it was not sullicient. The Committee had 
realized in the very beginning that nothing but the removal of the 
liquor would prevent the Kaffi.r canteen· keepers from supplying tho 
natives with drink, and patrols were accordingly sent out to seize the 
entire stock in those drinking-hells, to pay compensation at value 
agreed upon, and to destroy the liquor. The step was no doubt 8 
high-handed one, and before it was taken notice was given to the 
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Government oflleials of the intention. The Committee were warned 
that this action could not be authorized b_y Government, as it was 
both high.handed and illegal, but they decided to take the responsi· 

. bi!ity upon ihemselves. lt is. not too much to say that there were 
fewer cases of drunkenness or violence reported during the period of 
trouble than during any other fortnight in the history of the place. 

Tho following· proclamation had been issued by the President at 
a very late hour on Jl!onday night in Pretoria, and was received in 

· J oha.nnesburg on Tuesday morning: 

PI\OOLA!tiATION DY Hrs HoNOUR rn~ StATE PRESIDENT OB THE 
Soum AFRIOAN RnunLro. 

Whereas it lu1s appeared to the Government of the South African Republic 
tha.t thert'l a.rc rumours in circulation to the effect that earnest endeavours are 
being mode to endanger the public eafcty of Johannesburg, and whereas tho 
Government is convinced tha.t, in ease such rumours may couta.in any truth, 
such ondc.voura 011n only emnnato from • sn>oll portion of tho inhobitonts, 
and that tho greater portion of the JohnnnCRbur~ inhabitants are peaceful, 
a.nd nre prepared to support the Government in 1ts endca.vours to maintain 
law and order, · · 

Now, know you that I, Stephan us Johannes Paulus Kruger, State President 
of the South African Ropnblic, with-the advice and consent of the Executive 
Council, according to Article 913 o( its minutes, dated the 30th of December, 
1895, do hereby warn those evil-intentioned persons (as I do hereby urge all 
such pernons to do) to remain within tho pale of the law, and all such persons 
not heeding this warning shall do so on their own responsibility ; and I do 
further make known that lifo and property shall be protected a0'1>inst which 
attempts may be modo, ond that avery peaceful inhabitant of Johannesburg, 
of whatsoever nationality he may be, is called upon to support me herein, aud 
to assist the official• cl,a•·gcd therewith; and further be it made known that 
the Government is still prepared to take into consider• \ion all grievances that 
may be laid before it in a proper manner, and to submit tho same to the 
people of the laud without delay for treatment. 

·The Government in Pretori~ wero no doubt perfectly well aware of 
eJl that was going on ; the Committee could not possibly observe any 
secrecy, nor did it appear desirable, since the position to.ken up and 
maintained by them to the end was that thoy were not responsible for 
Dr. Jameson's incursion, and were simply prepored to defend the town 
againsi attack. 

During the four -or five days preceding this, the evidences of excite
ment in Johannesburg had been unmistakable, and on Saturday the 
28th, the day before Dr. Jameson started, several prominent oflicio.ls 
;):Dd two. or three members of the Volksraad visited Johannesburg from 
Pretoria and openly discussed the seriousness of the position. At tha• 
time they were strongly of opinion that the Government hnd brought_. 
the trouble on themselves by their wrong.headed and corrupt action. 
The visitors were men who, although otlicially associated with the 
Government, were not at oJl in sympathy with the policy of the 
Krugerite party, and they wero sincerely ,anxious for • peaceful 
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settlement and desirOUll of liberal reforms, but their intluence with the 
Government was nil. Unfortunately it has always been the case that 
intelligent and upright men o;socisted with the Pretoria Government 
(and there are some as bright examples as can be found in any country) 
never have had, and never will have, any weight with the party now 
dominnting the State. Their services are not used ns they might be, nnd 
their counsels are not regarded as they should be in times when they 
would be of ,·nlue ; in fact, it would seem that they are only used when 
it appears to Mr. Kruger nnd his party that they present opportunities 
for playing upon the credulity of the Uillanders,with whose progressive 
notions they are known to be in sympathy. It is unnecessary to say 
that these gentlemen do not consciously take part in the deception 
which is practised, but it is nevertheless a fact that whenever the 
Pretoria clique desire to trail the red honing they do it by the employ
ment in seeming good lnith of one or other ol those gentlemen whose 
character and sympathies entitle them to the re"Pect and confidence of 
the Uitlander. 

On Tuesday Mr. Eugene Marais, the editor of the leading Dutch 
paper Land en Volk, a gentleman Wl)O han worked consistently and 
honourably both for his people, the Transvaal Dutch,· and for the cause 
of pure and enlightened government, visited Johannesburg, being con
vinced that there was serious trouble in store for the country unless 
prompt and decisive steps were taken to remedy lhe conditions under 
which the Rand community were suffering. No one in the country 
has fought harder against the abuses which exist in Pretoria nor has 
anyone risked more, nor yet is there a more loyal champion of the 
Boer; and Mr. ~farais, h"'1ng on his own initiath-e investigated the 
condition of affairs in JohaiUiesburg and reported the result to some 
of the leading members of the Government, telegraphed to a member 
of the Committee on Tuesday morning beseeching that body to make 
a strenuous effort to avert bloodshed, using the words, 'For God's 
sake, let us meet and settle things like men I' and further stating that 
he and Mr. Malan, son.in-law of General Joubert, were bringing over 
a message from the Government, and that he hoped tho Committee 
would meet them in a reasonable spirit. 

A full meeting of the Committee was at once called to receive the 
two delegates. The meeting took place at 9 p.m. and lasted until 
12 p.m. on Tuesday night. Mr. Marais's evidence during the course 
of the trial detailed the events which led up to this meeting. He 
stated that in consequence of whal he had observed in Johannesburg 
on Monday and Tuesday be returned to Pretoria, convinced that nnless 
something was done by Government to relieve the position there would 
most inevitably be a civil war. He reported the condition of things to 
General Joubert, who deemed it of sufficient importance to hne the 
matter brought before the Executive. Messrs. Marais and Malan wore 
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thereupo~ receiv;d tha. · ,~ J-,Jntive and authorized to meet tho Reform 
Committee on boe betwceli• Government. With reference to the now 
famous • olive :annn,r/i' phrase, Mr. Marais states that the expression 
was first used by a member of the Committee in Johannesburg on 
Tuesday morning. The condition of things Wt'.B being discussed, and 
this member commented severely upon the action of tho Government. 
Mr. Marais urged thnt things were not so bad as to justify s determined 
attempt to provoke civil war, and stated that he believed that the 
excitement premiling would convince the Go,·ernment that they had 
~ow gone too far, and that when they realized the seriousness of the 
position they, would be willing to make proper concessions, and he 
said, in conclusion, that the people of Johannesburg, if they were as 
good as their professions and desired reform and not revolution, would 
even at the eleventh hour be willing to meet the Government. The 

· member of the Reform Committee replied that this was undoubtedly 
the attitude of the Johannesburg people, but that it wss absolutely 
useless to keep on patiently waiting for the fulfihnent of promises 
which were only made to be broken; that if J ohanneaburg had any 
evidence that the Government meant honestly by them, they would of 
course treat and endeavour to avert bloodshed; that the Uitlanders 
had so far always offered the olive branch and sought to establish 
harmony. , That, however, was all over, and let the Government now 
lake the first/steps if they were in earn•st. 

Mr. Marais reported the whole of this conversation to the Executive 
Council, and, upon his making use of the expression 'olive branch,' 
the President exclaimed excitedly, 'What are they talking about? 
What is an olive branch?' When this was explained to him, he 
nodded and s~id, 'Yes, that is what we will do,' and Mr. Wolmarans, 
another member of the Executive, exclaimed, 'Go back to tho Johan. 
nesburg people and tell them that we have already offered the olive 
branch by voluntarily withdrawing our police from the town in order 
to avoid conflict, thus leaving them in entire possession, It is for 
them io say whether they will sccept it.' 

The meeting at which Messrs. Marais and Malan wore commissioned 
to negotiate with the Johannesburg people was, with the exception of 
General Smit (then dying and since dead), attended by every member 

• of the Executive Council, and thoro is no truth in tho suggestion made 
on behalf of the Government that it was an informal meeting of a few 
men who were not acting on behalf of the State, nor is there any 
justification for the sll\tement made by Judge Ameshof in the witness. 
bo~ that Messrs. Marais and Malan .were not officially authorized to 
negotiate with the Reform Committee. 

Messrs. Marais and :Malan met the Reform Committee in the general 
committee-room, and both gentlemen addressed the meeting several 
timee, going fully into the grievances complained of by the Uitlandcl'8, 
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and explaining very fully the posiilon of\but their jnnlC~t and their 
nttitude during the meeting of the Executl'l'tr\ways b~wh1ch they had 
been called upon to attend. They stated that they l:iii~been sent by a 
full meeting of the Executive to a.sk the Reform Committee to send a 
deputation to Pretoria in order to meet a Commission to be appointed 
by Governmenl with a view to effecting a peaceful settlement and the 
redress of grievances; that the Commission would consist of Chief 
.Justice Kotzo, Judge Ameshol, and another, probably a membe.r of the 
Executive Council; that the Government were willing to consider and 
redress the grievances, and were, above all things, anxious to a>oid 
conJ!ict with their own subjects. 

Then caine the much-quoted expression: 'We come, in fact, to offer 
you the olive-branch; it is lor you to say if you will take it; if you are 
sincere in your professions, you will.' A great deal of discussion took 
place, many members of the Committee maintaining that, although 
they placed full eon.tldence in the gentlemen who bad been sent by 
Government, they were nevertheless convinced that there was treachery 
at the bottom of it, and they stated in plain language what has beeomev 
more or less an article of faith with the Uitlander: 'Whenever the 
Government are earnestly intent upon deceiving us they select emis· 
sarles in whose character and good faith we have complete trust, and 
by deceiving them insure that we shall be misled.' Both gentlemen 
repeatedly assured the meeting that the Government were most anxious 
to remove the causes of discontent, and stated moreover that J ohnnnos
burg would get practically all that was asked for in the Manifesto. When 
asked what was meant by 'prnctically all,' they explained that there · 
would be some minor points, of course, on which Johannesburg would 
have to give way in order to meet the Government, as their position 
was also a very .difficult one, and there were in particular two matters 
on which there would be some difficulty, but by no means insurmount· 
able. When aslced if the two matters were tho removal of religions 
disabilities and the franchise, one of the two gentlemen replied that 
he had been told that there would be some difficulty on these two 
points, but that they were quite open to discussion as to tho details, 
and he was convinced that there would surely be a mea.ns of coming 
to an understanding by compromise oven on these two. Messrs. Marais 
and Malnn also informed tho meeting that the High Commissioner had 
issued a proclamation calling upon Dr. Jameson to desist from the 
invasion and to return to British territory at once ; that the proclama· 
tion had been duly forwarded to him from salami pointe; and that 
there was no doubt that he would turn back. Messrs. Marais and 
Millan both st~ted that they were themselves proceeding with the 
commando agamst Dr. Jameson, should he fail to obey tho High Com. 
missioner's mandate, and stated also that although they were making 
every effort thM was humanly possible to avert conflict, it must be 
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eleM"ly underst~ tho. tr"' kr,.)w(etl,. , )nsonr...: J action of J ohnnncsburg 
1igh~ing took place betwcet/ -. JtoOV~ri).mcnt forces and n t'o\'olutionnry 
force from Johannesburg, the:v n.s in du:v bound would fight for their 
Government, nnd 1ha.t in the Oovernment rnnlis would be found those 
nen who ha.d been the most arduous worlters in the cause of reform. 
rhey were assured thnt there was no such feeling ns desire for ro\'enge 
1ctua:ting the people who bnd tn.l1en up arms, tho.t it wns simply a. 
lcsire for lnir treatment o.nd decent government, tl1d tho present 
iemana was who.t had been already detailed in the 1\Inuifcsto, nud tho.t 
;he Committee stood by tbnt document, but would nevc~,eless accept 
l & sufficient for the time being any reasonable proportion ot the redress 
iemo.nded. 

In spite of differences as to the motives of the Go\·crnment in holding 
)Ut the olive·branch; it was decided unanimously tho.t the request as 
:onveyed by Messrs. !l~o.tais and :Uo.lnn should be complied with, nnd 
~ha.t a deputation should be sent over early on the following rooming 
:o med the Government Commission. · Under the circumstances, it 
was quite useless to discuss whether the Government designed these 
negotiations merely as a ruse in order to gl\in time, or whethc~r they 
were actually dea.ling with the Committee in good faith o.nd int :nding 
~o effect the redress promised. At that time J obo.nncsburg it~'· If bo.d 
aot been protected by earthworks, o.nd the unpacking of the ~[a.xims 

md rifles had only just been completed. Throughout Tues,! >1 night 
a.nd Wednesday eo.rthworlill were being thrown up, and every e ·o:>rt was 
being directed towards placing the town in o. state of defence • 

. CHAPTER V 

TDE CO:IfMlTTEE'S DILEUMA. 

WtT.ll tha best will in th~ world it would have been IJ.Uill' impossible to 
render a.ny assistance to Dr. Jnmes~>n's forces, but apart h::m this d w •!. 
never was the slightest douM of his abi!Hy to get into J ,,ltnnnesb\, . · 
without assistance, should he decide to attempt it. In conversation 

--'IVith the leaders of the movement he ho.u always scouted the idcn. C.! 

requiring assistance from J ohnnncshurg, nor would anyone havo i>o· 
lieved thnt with a well.equipped o.nd perfectly trained force of 80G men 
(ns it was believed he ho.d) it was possible for the Doers to get togeth<:r 
s. force sufficiently strong to stop him in his dash on Johl1llllesbnrg. 

In the absence of Mr. Charles Leonard, who h:~.d beeu recognised o.s 
the leader of the movement, Mr. Lionel Phillips was elected Chairmnn 
of the Reform Committee, and he and Messrs. J. G. Auret, A. JJailey, 
a.nd M. La.ngermann were chosen as the Committee's deputation to 
proceed to Pretoria and mee\ ~e Commission o.ppointcd by the Govem. 
mcnt. They left a.t a.o early hour on Wednesday morning, 11nd were 



120 · . "'HE TRANSV ~AL r~OM wri~IN 
given practically a freo J'a.nd to a;\s.it:,0 · ~n b~"' the R.1form Committee. 
Tho position having been so tborongb~,. .... scussed there was no possi
bility of misunderstanding; ~:!.Jere was r..o division in the Committee as 
to the attitude to be t!U!en·up. The det>utation were to negotiate with 
Lhe Government for a peaceful settlement on the ba.sia of the Manifesto, 
accepting wha.t they might consider to be a reasonable instalment of 
the refonns demanded. They were to deal with the Government in a 
conciliatory spirit, and to avoid all provocation to ch·il strife, but at the 
1ame time to insist upon the recognition of rights and the redress of 
the grievanr.es, to o.1·ow the association with Dr. Jameson's forces so 
far as it had existed, and to include him in any settlement tha.t might 
be made. It wa.s impossible to lay down any definite lines on which 
to negotiate on behalf of Dr. Jameson, as the Reform Committee were 
atill in complete ignorance of his reasons for starting ; but it was con
aidered fairer and more reasonable to assume that he ha.d started in 
good faith, and that the two messengera who had been sent to stop him 
had not reached him, and to act accordingly. However awkward a 
predicament he had placed the Joha.nnesburg people in, ~bey accepted 
a eenain moral responsibility for him and for his actions, and decided 
to make his safety the first consideration. 

Late on Tuesd&y night the Collector of Customs at Joh&nneeburg 
informed memiJera of the :Reform Committee that he had received • 
telegraphic despatch from the Pretoria hea.d office notifying tho sus
pension of all duties on nrioua articles of food. It will be remem
bered that this relief wu prayed for by the representative bodies of 
mining and commerce on the Rand sever&!. weeks before ~he outbreak, 
and tb&t the Government had replied that they were unable during 
the recess to deal with the matter, as the legislative power a.nd the 
power of levying and remitting duties bad been taken from the 
Executive by the Volksraa.d some time previously. It will also be 
remembered that the Government acted on this hint as to the neces
sitioa of the community in a wholly unexpected way '>y granting 1 

monopoly for the tree importation of grain to a fe.Tonred individual of 
their party in Pretoria. li ia not wonderful, therefore, tha~ the notifica
tion conveyed by the Collector of Customs W88 received with considerable 
derision, and the opinion W88 expressed that it would have redounded 
more to the credit of \he Government's honesty and intelligence had 
they remitted the duties when first petitioned, instead of doing so at 
the last moment hastily and ungracefully, so to apee.k, at the point of 
the bayoDet. · 

On Wednesday morning, whilst the depute.tion were engaged lD 
negotie.uons with the Government Commission, a. telegram was re
ceived by the Reform Committee in Joh&Dneeburg from Sir Jacobus 
de Wet, the British agent, conveying the following proolamation of the 
High Commissioner : 



'l'HE COJ!, · .;lEE'. l. DILEMMA 121 r~m; , 
Wher ... it has come to my k~JwledP 1 (\•at ccrlain Brifuh subjeets, eaid to 

bo under the leadership of Dr. Jam.'11• ,have violated the t.rritory of tho 
South African ltcpublic, and have culO. gr~~ph-wires, and done various other 
illegal acts; and where .. tho Soutl!<''~'~\3- "rl· Republic is a friendly State, in 
amity with Her blajcsty's Gol"crnment;;'~'~•~d whereaB it is my desire to re.peet 
the independence of tho said State; ' 

Now, therefore, I hereby command the said Dr. Jameson and all pe1'11ons 
ll()compenying him to immediately retire from tho territory of the South 
African Republic, on pain of the penalti"" attached to their illegal pro
ceedings; and I do further hereby call upon all British subjects in the South 
African Republic to abstain from h-iving tho !18id Dr. Jamceon any countenance 
or &SSiatancc in his armed violation of the to1Titory of a friendly Stat., 

A reply wae immediately sent to the British Agent, stating lhat the 
Reform Committee were not aware of the reasons which prompted 
Dr. Jameson to start, but that as he was coming to their assistance, 
presumably !n good faith, they felt morally bound lo provide for him, 
and they therefore ·urged the British Agent most strongly to spare no 
effort in forwarding the proclamation te Dr. Jameson, so that he might 
be aware of lhe action taken by lhe Imperia.! Government, and might 
tum back before any conflict should take place between his and the 
Boer forces. The Committee offered to forward lhe despatch them
selves if facilities of possport were given. 

A fnll nieoting of the Committee was immediately convened in order 
to consider this new complication of the co.se, and the following 
telegram was app•·ovcd and sent atll.15 a.m., addressed to the Depu· 
tation of the Reform Committee, care· of Her Majesty's Agent, 
Pretoria: 

Mealing hos been held since you started to consider tel•gratn from British 
Agent, and it was unonimously resolved to &uthorize you to make following 
offer to Government. Begins: ' In order to avert bloodshed on grounds of 
Dr. JBmeson's action, if GoYcrnment will allow Dr. Jameson to come in 
unmolested, the Committee will guarantee with 'their persons, if necessary, 
that he shall leave sgsin peaoofully within as little delay as possible.'' 

The Committee well realized the fatal results of Dr. JIW!eson's 
invasion under tho circumstances, and much ae their posiiiou had 
been injured and complicated by his action, it WL\11 fell lhal il would 
still be better to get rid of the foreign element which he represented 
and to fight the battle out under such conditions as might arise without 
any assistance than to let things go from bad to worse through further 
action on Dr. Jameson's part. . 

No reply had b~on received from the High Commissioner to the 
wlegrams urging him to come up in person. Mr. Cecil Rhodes had 

' Tlte teleg;am orib-inally read 'within twenty-four hOlU'S,' but it was con· 
eidor.d impossiLlo to guarantee the time exactly, and the alteration as above 
giveri was made, the word 'within' being inadvertently left standing instoed 
of 'with." · 
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' . teleo-raphcd that he wo.s ur•eJ ~ v pres,.ng tho High Commissioner to 

o o e 'lol.: h' D . come, but that be had receiveP. &oururances as yet from 1m. nnng 
Wednesday Messrs. Leonard amr,._;jilton telegraphed that the former 
bad seen the Hioh Commissioner, who had declined to m1ve unless 
invited by • ''" o;her side ; :hey were using every effort to induce him 
to move, but no reliance .'could be placed upon hhn. They further 
advised that in their strong opinion a reasonable compromise should be 
effected, and that it was most vital to avoid offence .. Mr. F. H. Hamil· 
ton, who wos one of the first associated with the movement, finding 
then that nothing more could be done, and feeling that his proper 
place was with his comrades, refused to remain longer and returned to 
Johannesburg, arriving there after Dr. Jameson's surrender. 

Two and a half days bad now elapsed since Dr. Jameson started, 
and the Committee were still without word or sign lrom him as to his 
having started or the reason which prompted .him to do so. None 
knew better than Dr. Jameson himself the ditliculties and magnitude 
of the task which he had set tho Reform Committee when he struck 
his camp at Pitsani and marched into the Transvaal. None knew 
better than he that with the best luck and all tho will and energy in 
the world it would hardly be possible to do as much as place the town 
in a position of defence. Every hour some explanation or some mes• 
sage was expected from him, something to throw • little light on his 
action; but nothing ever came, and the Committee were left to act in 
the dark as their judgment or good fortune might lend them. 

The deputation which had ~een sent to Pretoria met the Govern· 
ment Commission at noon on Wednesday. The Commission consisted 
of Chief-Justice Kotze (Chairman), Judge Amcshof, and Executive 
Member Kook. There was a Government shorthand clerk present. 
Before the business of the meeting was gone into, at the request of 
the Chief J usticc, the deputation consented to minutes of the interview 
being taken, remarking that as they were dealing with the Govern. 
ment in good faith they bad nothing to conceal. It may be well to 
mention that at the meeting of Messrs. Malan and Marais with the 
Reform Committee the question was raised as to the attitude of the 
Government towards the deputation which it was suggested should 
be sent to Pretoria. Someone remarked that the Government were 
quite capable of inducing the deputation to go to Pretoria, ha\'ing them 
arrested as soon as they got there, and holding them as hostages. 
Messrs. Marais and Malan both scouted the idea, and stated positively 
that the Executive Council had formally acknowledged to them that 
they were negotiating with the Reform Committee in good faith, nnd 
that negotiations woulJ, of courso, bo co.rricd on in a decent mnnncr 
as between two eivilizctl parties in arms. These little incid,nts have 
a peculiar interest now in view of the treachery practised by the. 
Government by means of the negotiations with the deputation. 
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Mr. Lionel Phillips, as spol<csm~n, detailed nt length the position of 
affairs in Johannesburg, citing the gricvn·.,ces and di•nbilities under 
which the Uitlander population existed. rre pointed out that year 
after year the Uitlnnders had been begging null petitioning for redress 
of these grievances, for some amelioration of their condition, for fnir 
and uniform, treatment of all the whito subjects of tho Stale, and for 
some representation in the Legislature of the country, ae they were 
entitled by their numbers and their work and their property to have; 
yet not only had a deaf ear been turned to nll their petitions, but the 
conditions were actually aggravated year by yenr, and, instead of 
obtaining relief, there wns a marked increase in the burdens and dis

. abilities imposed •. He informed the Commission that the Manifesto 
fairly represented the views of the Reform Committee and the people 
of Johannesburg; that, whilst they were determined to have their 
rights, they recognised that it might not be possible to obtnin complete 
redress at once, and they were prepared to accept what they might 
consider a reasonable instalment of redress. He stated that Dr. J arne· 
son had remo.ined on the borders of the Transvaal with an armed force 
by a written nrra.ngemcnt with certain of the lenders, and that he was 
there to render active assistnnce should the community be driven to 
extremes and require his assistance ; but as to his present nction the 
Committee could thro)V no further light upon it, as they were in 
ignorance of his. retiSon for starting ; they could only assume that he 
had. done so in good faith, probably misled by rumours of trouble in 
J ohnnnes!rurg which he thought ho had sufficient reason to believe. 
He added that so far from being invited by the Committee, messengers 
had actually been sent to prevent him from moving, but that it was 
not known to the Committee U these messengers hnd reached him, or 
if the telegrams which had been sent with a lil<e purpose had ever 
been delivered to him, nnd thnt oonscquently the Committee preferred 
to believe .that he bad como in in good faith and thinking the com
munity to be in dire need, and for this reason the people of J ohannea
burg were resolved to stand by him. 

In tho course of the discussion Executive Member Kock remarked: 
'If you have eree'ted fortificntions and have token up arms, you ore 
nothing but rebels.' Mr. Phillips replied: ·• You cnn call us rebels if 
you like. All we want is justice, decent treatment, and honest 
government; that is what we have come to ask of you.' Mr. Kook 

· thereupon remarked that the deputation spolm as though they repro· 
sen ted Johannesburg, whereas, for all the Government knew, the 
Reform Committee might be but a few individuals of no influence; 
and he asked if they could be informed as to who constituted that 
body. The deputation gave certain names from memory, a.nd offered 
to telegraph for a full list. The reply came in time to be handed to 
the Government, and it constituted the sole piece of evidence ever 



124 THE TRAN~~~ FRObl WIT~IN 

obtained &II to who were Jl1e~bers of the Reform Co=ittee. Alter 
hearing the statement ·of Ur. Phillips, the Chief Justice informed the 
deputation that the Co=ission were not empowered to o.rre.nge terms, 
but were merely authorizel to hear what the deputation had io say, to 
nscertain their grievances and the proposed remedies, and to report 
t!1is discussion to the Government. To.king up certain points referred 
to by Mr. Phillips, the Chief Justice asked whether the Johannesburg 
people would consent to lay down their arms if the Government 
~rnntcd practice.lly all the reforms tbnt were asked. Mr. Phillips 
replied in the affirmntivc, adding that after enfranchisement the com· 
munity would naturally be privileged to take up arms again as burghers 
o! the State. The Chief Justice asked on what lines it was proposed 
that the franchise should be granted. The deputation replied that the 
community would be quite content if the Government would accept 
the principle, leaving the settlement of details to a Commission of three 
persons-one lo be appointed b.Y each party, and the third to be 
mutually agreed upon. 

The meeting was adjourned at noon until 5 p.m., and in the mean
time the deputation telegraphed to the Reform Committee in Johannes· 
burg the subal•nce of what hod taken place, stating among other 
things thai they had explained the arrangemente with Dr. Jameson. 
That such a message should be sent through the Government telegraph. 
office at a time when every telegram was read for the purpose of 
obtaining information as to what was on fool is further proof (if -proof 
be needed) that the ' revelations' as k> the connection between 
Dr. Jameson and the Reformers, which were brought out with 
tbeatrice.l effeel later on, were not by any means a startling surprise 
to the Government, and were, in fact, well known to them in all 
cssentie.l details before the first encounter between the Boers and 
Dr. Jameson had taken place. The significance of this fact in its 
bearing upon Dr. Jameson's surrender and the after-treatment of the 
Reform prisoners should not be lost sight of. 

The adjourned meeting betwsen the Government Commission nnd 
the Reform Committee deput&tion took place &t 5 p.m., when the 
Chief Justice intimated to the deputation that they bad reported to 
a full meeting of the Executive Council all that had taken place at the 
morning meeting, and that the Executive had authorized them to hand 
to the deputation in answer a resolution, the substance of which is 
given hereunder : 

The High Commissiontr has offered his :services with o. ,dew to _a peaceful 
settlement. The GoTernment of the Sonth African Rcpnhlic ha vo accepted 
hill offer. Pending hie arrival, no hostile step ~<ill be taken agninst Johannes· 
burg provided Johannesburg takt's no hostile step against the Government. 
ln tel1l19 of a ccrt.in proclamation teocntly isstted by tho State Prcsiolent tho 
grievancee will be earneatly considered. 
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It is impossible to give the exe.ot wording of the minute because the 

original document was inadvertently destroyed, s.nd all applications to 
Government for a copy were met at first by evasions and finally by 
point-blank refusal. The document was required as evidence in tho 
trial of the Befonn prisoners, s.nd every effort was made to secure an 
exact copy. As a last retl()nree the above version, as sworn to by 
e. number of men who had seen the original document, we.s pul in. 
The Government were informed that if e. true copy of the original 
resolution as recorded in tho Minute Book of the E<eeutiYo Council 
were not supplied for the purposes of evidence in the trial the prisoners 
would band in the version given above. No reply we.s received to 
ibis, e.nd lhe State Attorney aethtg on behalf of the Government ad· 
milled the version here given in the statement put in by the prisoners. 
It is clear therefore that if this version errs in e.ny respect it cannot, at 
all even'", be to the disndv.:Otage of the Government, or they would 
assuredly have objected to it and have produced the resolution itself. 

On receipt of the above resolution the deputation inquired whether 
. this offer of the Government's ~as intended to include Dr. Jameson. 
The Chief Justice replied th&t the Government declined to treat about 
him as he was & foreign invader and would h&ve to be turned onl of 
the country. The deputation thereupon hs.nded in the lolegram from 
the Reform Committee, already quoted, offering their persons as 
security, e.nd pointed out that this was the most earnest and sub
sts.ntial guamnlee thai it was possible to offer that the Committee h&d 
not invited Dr. Jameson and had no desire to destroy the independence 
of the State. The Commission in reply stated that the proelamation 
of the High Commissioner was being forwarded to Dr. Jameson from 
various· quarters, and that he would inevitably be stopped. In reply 
to the statement by the deputation that they were not empowered to 
accept terms which did not explicitly include Dr. Jameson, but would 
report to headquarters and reply later on, the Chief Juslice sta\ed that 
the Government required no answer to the resolution handed to them. 
This was in fact tlu:ir s.nswer, and if the people of Johannesburg 
observed the conditions mentioned therein there would be no further 
trouble, but if they disregarded them they would be held responsible 
for whatever followed. The deputation returned to Joha.miesburg fully 
convinced that the grievances would be redressed and a peaceful settle· 
ment arrived at through the mediation of the High Commissioner, and 
that Dr. Jameson would inevitably obey the latter's proclamation and 
leave the country peacefully on ascertaining that there w•s no neces· 
sity for his intervention on behalf of tho Uitlandcrs. ' 

Not only did the Government supply the deputation with the 
minute in writing already quoted, but they also instructed the local 
officers of Johannesburg to make public iheir decision to avail them· · 
selves of Sir Hercules Robinson's services. lt will be observed thRt 
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the notification published in J ohanncsburg is not so full 118 the 
Executive minute handed to the deputation iu Pretoria, but the spiril 
in which it was given and accepted is shown by the following notice 
issued by the Reform Committee embodying the official statement: 

REFORM CmDUTTEE. 

NorxcE. 

The Government havo handed us a written reply this afternoon (January !Jo 
stating they have agreed to accept the olfcr of tho High Commissioner to go 
to Pretoria to assist the Go\·ernment in provcutiu~ bloodshed, and then tho 
representations of the Committee will Lo taken mto serious consideration. 
Tho communication referred to is as follows: 

'Tho Government of tho South African Republic have accepted the offer of 
the High Commissioner to come to Pretoria.' 

(Signed) J. L. VAN llER ~[Er.WF., Jlininy C:ommissicntr, 
J. 1;-, DE 13EEt~, Jwlicial Commissioner. 

· CAnL JEI'l'E, Member of thl! First Vo/k$1'Md, 
Julttmat:Sburg. 

A. H. BLECKSLEY, Com1na11dani Volu11Ucrs, 
n .. irous •• the Committee has always been to obtain its objects without 

the shedding of blood and incnlTiug the horrors of civil war, tho opportunity 
of nchicdng its a.ints by peaceful means is welcome. 

The Reform Committee desires that the public will aid them with the 
loya.lty and enthusia.sm \rhich they hG,'C shown so far in the ntaintcnnncc of 
its ot~ani7.ation, and \Vill stand firm in the cause of lo.w and order and the 
establishment of U1dr rights. 

By order of tho Committoe.-

This notice was published in the local press, and e.lso distributed as 
a leaflet in J ohanncsburg. 

More than this 1 At· oue o'clock on Wednesday President Kruger 
bad sent lor Sir Jacobus de Wet and requested him to transmit to the 
Reform Committee tho following message: 'I desire again to in~1te 
your serious attention to the fact that negotiations are going on 
between Mr. Chamberlain and His Honour tho President. I am 
convinced tho Government is prep,.·cd to meet any committee or 
deputation at any time to discuss matters. In vio\v of this and of 
negotiations with Mt·. Chamberlain I adrise you to follow n con• 
stitutional course.' That telegram was framed at President Kruger's 
request and approved by him before being tran;rnitted • 

.A great deal has been said about the impolicy, and even tho bad 
faith, of the J ohanncsburg people in concluding an armistice which 
did not include Dr. Jameson. From \ho above account it is clear in 
the first place that every e!Tort was made to provide for his safety, and 
in the next place that no armistice was concluucd. Certain terms were 
offered by tho Government which it was open to the Committee to 
either accept or reject or ignore, as they might decide later on. In 
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pl~in English, the Committee were as free after the negotiations as 
they had been before. 1'hey gave no undertal<ing to nbstain from 
hostile action; they simply l'eceivcd tho otTer of tho Government. 
Whether they complied with those conditions as a matter of cold· 
blooded selfish policy, whether the,v simply selected an easy way out 
of a difficult position, or whether they complied with the conditions 
solely because they were not in e. po$ition to do anything else, it is 
open to every m~n to decide for himself; but it does not seem fair, in 
face of the fact that they were not abl~1to do anything else, to impute 
the worst motives of all for the course ,~bich they eventually took. 

On tho return of tho deputation to J~hnnnesburg a report of what 
bad taken place was given to a full mcc¥ing of the Reform Comm.ittee. 
Divers opinions were expressed as to wh!l.! was the right course to take, 
but eventually all were agreed that, as th~ first duty of the Comm.ittee 
was undoubtedly to protect tho town and \the unarmed section of tho 
community, as they could not afford to send a single man out of the 
place, as there was no reasor to suppose that Dr. Jameson required or 
would welcome any assistance, as it seemed certain that he would be 
stopped by the High Commissioner's proclamation and turned back, it 
would bo nothing short of criminal madness to adopt any aggressive 
measures at that stage. · 

It does not appear to have occurred to many of tho hostile critics of 
tho Reform Committee to consider what might have happened when 
they are judging what actually took place, Dr. JaMeson had invaded 
the country with less than 500 men. It must be clear from this that 
it was not his intention to conquer the 1'rnnsvnal. It must have been 
and indeed it was his idea that it would be impossible for the Imperial 
Government to stn.nd passively by and witness the struggle between its 
own subjects preferring legitimate and moderate claims and a corrupt 
and incompetent Bo.er Government. Intervention of one sort or another 
be certainly expected-either materio.l help in the shape of British 
troops, or the intervention of the High Commissioner to effect a peaceful 
settlement. By the false step which evoked the High Commissioner's 
proclamation be bad forfeited all claim to the support on which he 
reckoned. It was reasonable to suppose therefore that, on the receipt 
of the proclamation ordering him to return and calling on o.ll British 
subjects to abstain from assisting him, he would realize tho conse· 
quences of his mistalte. He would also lenrn from the Reform Com
mittee's messengers (that. is, assuming !hnt he did not know it o.lready) 
tbo.t tho Johannesburg people neither required nor wished for his 
intervention, and be would elect to leave the country in accordance 
with the High Commissioner's mandate rather than continue a course 
which, with the opposition of the British Government added to that of 
tho Boer Government, must inevitably end in disgrace nnd disaster. 
This was the conclusion arrived at 'in the Reform Committee room ; 
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and it was then considered what would be the position of the J obannes
burg people if, in defiance ol'.the High Commissioner's proclamation 
and in violation of the terms offered by the Transvaal Government, 
they should adopt o>ggressive and wholly futile measures in aid of Dr. 
J lll!leson, only to find thai he him;ell had obeyed the proclamation and 
had turned back. 

No man in his senses would have anticipated Dr. Jruneson's con· 
tinning his march after receipt of the proclamotion and lull inform•· 
tion as to tho wishes and position of the Johannesburg people. But, 
apart from this, it was lhe opinion of military men, such as Colonel 
Heyman, who had been sent in by Dr. Jameson, and who were present 
at the meetings of the Reform Committee, thai il would nol be possible 
lor. the Boers to stop him, and thai it would require a very large Ioree 
indeed to cope with a body ill men so well trained, well equipped, and 
well led as his were though! to be. II would moreover need extra· 
ordinary luck and management on lhe Boers' side to get together any 
considerable force in Iinne to intercept him before he should reach 
Johannesburg .. It may be added thai the opinion expressed by these 
gentlemen is still adhered to. They say lhal, properly led, Jameson's 
force should have gol in without firing a shot, and that, properly 
handled, they should not have been stopped by a much greater number 
of Boers. However, this is as il may be. 

II has been stated, and the statement has gained considerable 
credence, that the very train which broughl the deputation back to 
Johannesburg after their negotiations with the Government also 
brought a detachment of the State ortillery with field·pieces and a 
plentiful supply of ammunition to reinforce the Boers, who were then in 
a position to intercept Dr. Jameson, and it has further been suggested 
that the obvious course for the Belorm Committee to have lo.ken was 
to breo.k up the line and to slop trains passing out towards Krugersdorp, 
e.lso to seize the telegraph and railway offices. Such action would have 
been perfectly futile. Ail a matter of fact the artlllery and ammuni· 
tion were sent direct from Pretoria by waggon, and not through 
Johannesburg at e.lll Any such action a.s the seizing of the telegraph 
and railway offices would have been lll!oless in itself, if intended to 
aid Jameson's force, and would of course have been a declaration of 
war on the part of the Committee against the Transvae.l Government, 
a declaration which they were not able to back up by any effective 
measures. A partially successful attempt was made to blow np the 

1 Captain Fmeira, at one time in com1n.nd of tho guard over tho 
RoformeJ:II, infonned tho writer th&t he had formed ooe of the cavalry escort. 
'It is a good story,' he said, 'but whAt fools we would have been to send our 
guns shut up in trucks through a hostile camp of 20,000 ormed men-os 
we thought-round two sides of a triangle, i .. tssd of going by the shorter 
aod safe road.' . 



THE OOMMI:J.TEE'I't)l~.oEMMA 129 

line belween J' obanneaborg and Krogerodorp by lndlvlduala who 
tboughl lhal they would be rendering a oervlce to lhe oauae, and 
who did not atop to cr.lcnlate the lull etreota of their aollon. 

During lhe afternoon of Wednesday, while lhe deputation were 
still engaged In negoli&tlon with the Government Commission, lhe 
messenger despatched by Sir Jacobus ?.e Wet, BrltW! Agent in Pre
toria, to deliver lhe High Commissioner's proclamation to Dr. Jame
eon, arrived in Johannesburg, and applied at lhe Reform Committee 
rooms for an escort through the lines of defence, showing at the same 
time the passport given him by the Commandant-General to pass him 
through the Boor Jines. It was immediately decided to take ad van· 
tage of the opportunity in order to bring further pressure to bear upon 
Dr. Jameson to induce him to leave the country peacefully, and to 
make finally and absolutely sure that he should realize the true posi· 
tion of affairs. Mr. J. J. Lace, a member of the Reform Committee, 
volunteered to accompany the messenger to explain to Dr. Jameson 
the stale of atraira in Johannesburg and to induce him lo return while 
there was yet a chance of retrieving the position. On the return of 
the deputalion this action of the rest of the Committee was cordially 
approved, and was found to be in eniire accord with the altitude taken 
up by them in their dealings with the Government. 

If any evidence were needed as to the sincerity and singleness of 
. purpose of the Committee, the action taken by the deputation in 

Pretoria and the rest of the Committee in Johannesburg, whilst acting 
independently of each other and without any opportunity of discussing 
matiere and deciding upon a common line, should be sufficient. If the 
Committee as a whole had not been following an honest and clelll'ly
defined policy they would have inevitably come to grief under such 
trying circumstances. As a matter of fact, the steps taken during 
Wednesday by the two sections acting independently were wholly in 
accord. 

In the course of the day it beoame known that Dr. Jameson had · 
caused to be published the letter of invitation quoted in another 
chapter, and from Ibis it was clear to those who knew the circumstances 
under which the letter was given that he bad deliberately started in 
violation of lhe agreement entered into, that be had thrown discretion 
to the winds, and decided to force the hands of the Johannesburg 
people. The result of this was that among the leaders it was realized 
that Dr. Jameson was playing his own hand with complete indifference 
to the consequences for others; but the vast majority of the Rand 
community could not possibly realize this, and were firmly convinced 
that the invading force had come in ill' good faith, believing tho com· 
munity to be in extreme peril 

In sensation!U matters of this kind it is very often the ellole lhat a 
aingl~ phrase will illustrate the position more aptly than cha-pters of 
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doscrlption. It Is unlortunatcly.,&!~o the case thnt phrases are used 
and oatoh the ear and su;rvive the circum.stances of the time, carrying 
with them meanings which they were never intended to convey. In 
the course of tho events which took place in tho early part of the year 
many such expressions were ~cized on and continually quoted, Among 
them, and belonging to the eecond description above referred to, is the 
phrll:le 'Stand by Jameson.' It was never used in the sense of sending 
out an armed force to the asep;tance of Dr. Jameson, because it was 
recognised from the beginning· that such a course was not within the 
rnuge of possibility. The phrase was !irst used in the E~ecutive 
Council Chamber when the deputation from the Reform Committee 
met the Government Commission, and Mr. Lionel Phillips explained 
the nature of the connection between the Johannesburg people and 
the invading force. After showing that the Rand community were 
not responsible for his immediate action, and after acknowledging that 
he wae on the border with the intention of rendering assistance if it 
should be necessary, he said that the Uitlanders nevertheless believed 
that, owing to circumstances of which they were ignorant, Dr. 
Jameson had started in absolute good faith to come to their assistance, 
and for that reason they were determined to stand by him. For that 
reason they offered their persons as security for his peaceful evacua· 
lion of the country-a course which was then, and is still, deemed to 
be ' standing by him' in as effective and practical a manner as it was 
possible for men in their position to do. 
· '£he reproach levelled at the Reform Comm.itlee by members of the 
Transvaa.l Government ever since the surrender of Dr. Jameson Is 
that, whilst professing not to support hostile action against the State, 
nnd whilst avowing loyalty to the Republic, the people of Johannes· 
burg did not give the logical and practical proof of such loyalty that 
the Government were entitled to expect; that Is, they did not take up 
arms to fight against the invaders. It is scarcely necessary to say 
that such a preposterous idea never entered the minds of any of tho 
Uitlanders. When all is said and done, blood is thicker than water 
alike with the Uitlnndcrs as with the Boers. The Boers have show~ 
on many occasions that they elect to side with their kin on the 
promptings of their heart rather than support those. whom their judg· 
ment shows them to be worthy of their assistance. Had the Uit· 
landers been sufficiently armed there can be no question that, riohtly 
or wrongly, they would have sided with Jameson, and would1ave 
given bini effective support had they known that he needed it. Hnd 
be ever reached Johannesburg the enthusiasm would have been wild 
and ~bo~nded, a~d, however much t.he cooler heads among the eom· 
muruty m1ght reahze that such a part1o.l. success might have proved a 
rr:ore s?rious misfortune than the total failure has been, no such con. 
stderatlons would have weighed with the community in general; and 
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the men who were aiming al practice.! and lasting good results, rather 
tb1111 cultivating popular enthusiasm, would have been swept aside, 
and others, more in· aocord with the humour of the moment, would 
have taken their places. 

It Ia useless to speculate as to what would have happened had 
Dr. Jameson reached Johannesburg. The prestige of success might 

·have enabled him, as it has enabled many others, to achieve the 
apparently impossible, and compel the acceptance of terms which 
would have insured a lasting peace; but as Johannesburg had neither 
arms nor ammunition, especially ihe latter, commensurate with the 
requirements of anything like severe fighting, even for a single day, 
and as the invading force had not more than enough for its own 
requirements, it is difficult to conceive that anything but disaster 
could have followed. 

Throughout the troubles which followed the invasion, it was not 
the personal suffering or loss which fell to the lot of the J ohallllosburg 
people that touched them so nearly as the taunts which were unjustly 
levelled at them for not rendering assistance to Dr. J amcson. The 
terms, 'cowards,' ' poltroons,' and ' traitors,' and the name of • Judas· 
burg,' absolutely undeserved as they were known to be, rankled in the 
hearts of all, and it was only by the exercise of much sell-denial and 
restraint that it was possible for men to remain silent during the 
period preceding Dr. Jameson's trial. Extremely bitter feeling was 
roused by the tacit· approval given to these censures by the officers of 
the invading force, for their continued silence was naturally construed 
to be tacit approval, 'Not on co,' said one of the Reformers, 'bas a 
single member of Dr. Jameson's party come forward ~nil stated that 

· the imputations on the Reformers were undeserved; yet we gave 
them the benefit of every doubt, and tried throughout to screen them, 
whilst all the time the Doctor and at least three of his companions 
knew that they had started to "make· their own flotation." That is 
not cricket.' 

!t has been urged on behnlf of Dr. Jameson that he could not ha \'o 
been asked to state prior to his trial tb~t he never expected or arranged 
for help from J ohnnnesburg-that his case was already a sufficiently 
difficult one without embarrassing it with other people's affairs. Yet 
it was noted in J ohnnncsburg that, when a report was circulated to 
the effect that he had started the invasion on tho instructions of 1\fr. 
Cecil Rhodes, be and another officer of his force wrote jointly to the 
English papers to say that there was no truth whatever in the state
ment. Tho consequences of taking upon himself the re•ponsibility 
for initiative in this way, while he bad yet to undergo his trial, were 
far more serious than would have followed a simple statement to the 
effect thai Injustice was being done to the Rand community in the 
oharges of cowardice laid against it. It was fell then-and the feeling 
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hu nol In any way aba.ted-tha& Dr. Jameson regarded lhe fa.'e and 
Interests of &he people of Joha.nnmsburg wi~h lndiffarence, looking upon 
them merely r.s pawns in a game that he was pla.ying. b ws.e onl,Y 
Mr. Rhodes who took an oppor~unity to say that 'the Johannesburg 
people lll"S not eow&rda; they were rushed.' 

The gener&l public did not know the circumstances under which 
Dr. Jameson bad agreed to remain on the frontier. They did no& 
know that &elegrams and messengers had been dcspntched to stop him, 
nor WIUI it felt advisable to inform them of these steps at a timo when 
matters had seemingly gone too far to be stopped. It was considered 
that any statement of that kind pu; forth at that particular jun6ture 
would simply tend to create a pii.Ilic from which no good results could 
&ccrue, and that, lUI Dr. J a.meson had ca.st the die and crossed his 
Rubicon, a.s little u possible should be done needlessly to embarrass 
him. Suggestions were continually being mRdc, and have been and 
are still being frequently quoted, to the effect that a force should be 
sent out to crcn.te a diversion among the Boer commandoes in Js.me· 
son's favour. Suggestions were made by men who had not the re
motes' idea of the resources at the comm~~ond of the Committee, or 
who did not stop to think of what might ba.ve happened had Johannes· 
burg been depleted of its armed force, and so left at the mercy of a few 
hundred Boers, There were a.lwa.ys, as there will alwa.ys be, men 
prcp.e.red for any reckless gamble, but this course was most earnestly 
considered time after time by the Committee when some fresh sugges
tion or developmen~ seemed to wr.rrant a reconsideration of 1ho de· 
cision already arrived at not to attempt any aggressive measures. 
Finally, th& matter was by common . consent left in the bands of 
Colonel Heyman, an officer who has rendered dllitinguishod senice 
in South Africa, and whoso reputation and. judgment were acknow
ledged by all. This course was tho more readily agreed to since Colonel 
Heym~~on was by none more highly thought of thD.ll. by Dr. Jameson 
himself. The decision gi\·en by him was th11ot the inve.ding force, 
properly led, drilled and equipped as it was, wa.s a far stronger body 
th~~on the entire force enrolled under tho Reform Committee, and that 
it would require a very large force indeed of burghers to stop it. If 
Dr. Jameson had thought that he would need help, there had been 
ample time for him to send a fast mounted messenger to Johannes
burg. He he.d not done so; and it wa.s therefore to be presumed that 
as he had ~ken upon hin1self the responsibility of invasion, he was 
prepa.recl for all contingencies; but, o.pa.rt from this, the force av&ila.bie 
in J obannesburg, which would be in a few d11.ye a. very good one 
behind earthworks, was at that moment utterly unfii to march out in 
'he open. It would in its then condition, and with no equipment of 
field-pieces, be liable to be annihilated by a relatively small. number of 
Boers before·it should reach Dr. Jameson. · It was decided, however, 
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safety of the town, a force should be taken out a.t once. 
Fault h8.8 repeatedly been found with 'he mili"tary organization in 

Johannesburg for noi hnving been weli served by Ml Intelligence 
Department, and for not knowing from do.y to do.y what the where
abouts and position of Dr. Ja.meson's forces were. 

The reply to this is tho.t the J oho.nneeburg people had only two da.ys 
in which to look after themselves and proted themselves in the crisis 
in which Dr. Jameson's action had plunged them; that e.a &.matter of 
fll.ct strenuous efforts were made to establish communication with the 
invading force; thnt ~he Intelligence Department-which, considering 
bow short a. timo was available for its organization, was by no meo.ns 
unso.tisfactory-wa.s employed in many directions besides that in which 
Dr. Jameson was moving; thnt some success was achieved in com
munica.ting with him, but that the risks to be to.ken, owing to the 
imperative necessity of saving time nl almost any cost, were greater 
than usual, e.nd resulted in the capture of eight or ten OJ the men 
employed in the endeavour to communicate with Dr. J ameeon alone; 
and fins.lly, tha.t since he had seen fit to violate all die arrangements 
entered into e.nd dash into the country in defiance of the expreaaed 
willhe1 of the people, whom he wos bent on restming whether they 
wished to be rescued or not, the least that could be e:xpected of him 
and of his force was tbe.t they should aequa.int themselvee with the 
road which they proposed to travel, t.nd take ~be necessary steps to 
keep the Johannesburg people posted as to their movemenis.. 

It he.s been urged by a. prominent member of the invading force
not Dr. Jameson-that since the force had been kept on the border for 
some weeks with the sole object of assisting Johannesburg poop)e when 
they should require assistance, the very leo.st thai they were entitled 
to expect was the.t someone should be sent out to show them the road, 
and no~ leave them to go a.atro.y for want of a guide. To this it was 
replied tha.t a force which had boen, as they stated, on the border for 
several weeks with the sole object of invading ihe country by a certain 
road; had ample time, and might certainly have been ·expected to know 
the road; e.nd as for relieving Johannesburg in its necessity, the argu
ment might ho.ve applied had this 'necessity' evtr arisen ; bu~ since 
t.he idea was to force the hands of the Reformers, ~he latter might 
fairly regard themselves as absolved from every undertaking, specifio· 
or implied, which might ever he.ve been made in connection with the 
business. But at tho.t time the excuse bad not been ilevised that there 
bad ever been an undertaking to assist Ja.meson; on the contrary, n 
was readily admitted that such an idea. was never entertained for a 
m:omen&; nor can one understand bow anyone cognizant of Ule telegram 
from Dr. Jameson to Dr. Rutherfoord Harris:-• We will make our own 
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flotation, any way abated-tor wii1ch I shall publish '-can set np any 
defence o.Hhe people of Joht.nrs. . 

By W edn!!llauJ ·.ugh\ 't.J was known that Major Heany hail passed 
through 1\Iafcking in tiL c:a.}o join Dr. Jnmeson's force, and that, hr 
some extro.ordinnry accident, Cnptnin llolJen mus' havo me' Dr. 
Jameson on his way, ~ince be had been despatched along the road 
which Dr. Jameson would to.ke in mnrching on J oho.nnesburg; and if 
all other reasons did not suffice to assure the Couunittee that Dr. Jameson 
would not be relying on any assistance from Johannesburg, the presence 
of one or other of the two officers ~>hove mentioned would enable him 
to know tbnt he should not count upon Johannesburg to give him 
a.ctive support. Both were thoroughly well acquainted v;ith the 
position, o.nd were able to inform him, and hc.ve since admitted that 
they did inform him, that he should not count upon & single man 
going out to meet him. Captain IIoldcn-who prior to the trial of 
Dr. Jameson and his comrades, prompted by loyalty to his chief, 
abstained from mo.king any statement which could possibly embarrass 
him-immediately after the trial expressed his rcgrei at the unjust 
censure upon the J ohn.unesburg people, and the charges of cowardice 
and bad faith which ha.d been levelled agllinst them, and stated that he 
reached Pitsa.ni the night before Dr, Jameson stn.rted, and that be 
faithfully and £uUy delivered the messnges which he wn.s cha.rgecl to 
deliver, and earnestly impressed upon Dr. Jo.mcson the position in 
which the Jobv.nnesburg people were placed, and their desire that he 
should not embe.rrnss them by any precipitate action. 

Before daybreak on Thursday, J a.nuary 2, Bugler Vall~, of Dr. Jame· 
son's force, a.rriYed in the Reform Committee room, and reported 
himself as having been sent by the Doctor at about midnight after the 
battle at Krugersdorp on Wednesday. llc stated that the Doctor had 
supplied him wiLh the best h:1rse in the troop, and sen~ him oii to 
inform Colonel Rhodes where he was, He described the battle at the 
Queen's Mine, Krugersdorp, an.d sto.ted that tho force had been obliged 
to retreat from the position in which they had fought ic order to take 
up a better one on higher ground, but that the position in which they 
ho.d enelUnped for 1he night was not a. very good one. When questioned 
as to the exact message that he had been told to deliver, he replied: 
1 The Doctor says, "Tell them tha.t I am getting along all right, bu' 
they must send out to meet me."' Be was asked what was meant by 
'sending out to meet him,' Did it mean to send a force out? Did he 
want help? His reply was: 'No; the Doctor says he is getting along 
all right, bu; you must send out to meet him.' The messenger was 
keenly questione<l upon this point, but adhered to the statement thai 
the force was geUing e.long all right, and would be in early in the 
morning, -Colonel Rhodes, who WlloS the firs~ to see the messenger, 
was, however, diasa.tisfied with the gru~g admissions and the 
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am 1guous message, an exR ''"jointed by tho C~ne House ~f' or .w~nts 
help, but Is ashamed to oay so. "''·-o _ conviction, 
ho despatched all the mounted men availabl~ •. :·•• 11!'(? under com· 
maud of Colonel Dettington, with instrnctions to ascertain 'ih~. where· 
abouts of Dr. Jameson's force, and ii possible to join them. , 

l'his was done without the authority of the Committee and in dir'e~l 
opposition to the line alrendy decided upon, It was moreover con•, 
eidered to be taking a wholly unnecessary risk, in view of the fact that 
an attack upon the town was threatened by burgher forces on the 
north-west side, and it was immedintcly decided by a number of 
members, who heard of Colonel _Rhodes's action, to despatch a mes· 
Senger ordering the troop not to proceed more than ten miles from 
the town, but to reconnoitre and ascertain what Dr. Jameson's position 
was, with the reservation that, should it be found that he actually 
needed help, such assistance as was possible should of course be given 
him. As a matter of hard fact, it would not have been possible for the 
troop to reach Dr. Jameson before his surrender, so that the action 
tnkcn upon the only message l'eceived from the invaJing force had no 
practico.l bearing upon the results, 
~ At daybreak on Thursday morning Mr. Lace and the despatch rider 

sent by the British Agent to deliver the High Commissioner's pro· 
clamation ·and the covering despatch were passed through the Dutch 
lines under the authority of tbe Coznmandant.General, and they 
delivered the documents to Dr. Jameson in person. In reply to Sir 
Jacobus de Wet's appeal, Dr. Jameson said: 'Tell Sir Jacobus de Wet 
that I have received his despatch; and that I shall see him in Pretoria 
to-morrow.' Mr. Lace briefly informed him of the position, as he had 
undertaken to do. The presence of a Boer escort, and the shortness 
of the time allowed for the delivery of the messages, prevented any 
lengthy-conversation. Dr. Jameson made no comment further than 
to say, •n is too late now,' and then asked the question, 'Where are 
the troops?' to which Mr. Lace replied, 'What troops do you mean? 
We know nothing about troops.' It did not occur to Mr. Lace, or to 
anyone else, that he could have meant 'troops from Johannesburg.' 
With the receipt of Dr. Jameson's verba.! reply to the British Agent's 
despatch-carrier the business was concluded, and the escort from the 
Boer lines insisted on leaving, taking with them Mr. Laoo and lhe 
despatch-rider, He offered no further remark. 
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CHAPTER VI 

TIIB INVASION. 

F R~M the evidence on the trill~ at bor of Dr. Jameson and his oomrados, 
it appears that about October 20, 1895, orders were given to the Mala· 
beleland Border Police to move southward. After this, further mobili
zation of other bodies took plaoe, and during the first week in December 
there collected at Pitsani Potlogo the body of men trow whom Dr. 
Jameson's invading column was afterwards selected. For \hree weeks 
the men were continuously drilled and practised in all warlike exercises 
and thoroughly prepared for the enterprise which their leaders had in 
,·iew. On Sunday, December 29, at about three in the afternoon, the 
little force was paraded, and Dr. Jaweson read to them ihe letter of 
invitation quoted in a previous chapter. He is alleged by certain 
wilne8BCo to have said that be bad just received this, and that they 
could not refuse to go to the assistance of their countrymen in distress, 
and be confidently appealed to the men to support him. He said that 
he did not anticipate any bloodshed at aU. They would proceed by 
forced marching straight through to Johannesburg, and would reach 
thnt town before the Boers were aware of his movements, and oer· 
tninly before the] could concentrate to stop him. It has been alleged 
by some witnesses that the men of the Bechuanaland Border Police 
who advanced from Mafeking under the command of Colonel Grey and 
Major Coventry were not so fully informed as to their destination and 
the reasons for the wovement until they were actually in marching 
order to start. It would appear, however, from tbQ general summary 
of the evidence, and from the reports of the men who took part in the 
expedition, that they wore informed that the destination of the force 
was J ohanneaburg, that the object was to render assistance to their 
countrymen in that town who were being grossly misruled by the 
'J'ransva..t Government, and were at that time in grievous straits an<i 
peril through having endeavoured to assert their rights and obtain the 
reforms for which they had so long been agitating, and that the irn· 
mediate reason for marching was the receipt of an urgent appeal from 
J ohannesbnrg citizens, which appeul (the letter of invitation) was duly 
read to them. In reply to questions as to whether they were fighting 
under the Queen's orders, they were iniormed that thoy were going to 
fi~h1 for the supremacy of the British flag in South Africa. A con
siderable proportion of the men declined to take part in the enterprise, 
and it t. probaLly largely due to defections al the last momonl 'that lbo 
•tatement was wade that 700 men had started with Dr. Jameson 
where"" It appears thai only 480 over lefllhe Proloctoraie. ' 
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The following Is a portion of the Mo;' .• ·":' . '··· !~$' '''!¢. •Ject Com
mittee on the J u.mooon Raid appointed by the Cape House of Aseembly: 

On the 26th December there w.S a sudden check. On tho aftcmo>n of that 
day Cololle! Rhodee wlegrnph• to Charter, Capetown: 'lt is nbsolutdy ncccs· 
sary to postpone flotation. Charles LeanRrd left last night for Cnpctown.' 
Me!!&'lg'<'S to the Mmc effect were sent from Mr. S, ,V. Jameson to his brothcr1 

and from Dr. Harris for tho Chartered Company !<> Dr. J nmcsoo, tho latter 
concluding: 'So you must not move till you heor from us ngain, Too awful. 
Vct'y sorry.' 

Aa to the nature of tho hitch that occurred, there is some light thrown- on 
it loy tho statement from Mr. S, W. Jameson to his brother that nny move· 
me~it mu"t be postponed 'until we have 0. J, Rhodes's absolute pledge thnt 
authority of Imperial .Gov('rnmcnt will not be insisted on,' a point thnt i!l 
further alluded to in Telegram No. 6,537 of Appendix QQ of tho 28th 
Der('ml,Pr . 
. W hatevcr tho exnct nature of the obatocle was, there can bo no doubt that 
some o.t least of the Johann08burg confederates were much alarmed, and 
took all possible steps to stay proceedings. 

In n.ddition to urgent tclogntms, special messenger" were srnt to impress on 
Dr. Jameson the necessity for delny, One of these, Captain Holden, mode his 
way aero'q country . 
. According to Mr. ll•rnmo ''s evidence, Holden arrived at Mafcking on tho 
28th December, and wont in with the column. 

The other messenger was Capta.in Maurice Ht'n.ny, who loft J oho.nnosburg 
on the 26th December, nnd on tho 27th telegraphed from !llocmfontein to 
Charter, Capetown, informing them that 'Zebrawood' (Colonel Rhodes) had 
asked him to 1 stop "Zahlbn.r 11 (Dr. Jameson) till Hrany sees him,' and 
Mking that a special train might be arranged for him. Dr. Harris replied to 
Kimberley em the 28th informing him that o. spccia.l train was arranged, and 
added, 'lose no time, or you will be Into.' 

It is in evidence that this special train ""' pro•:ided by the Chnrtmcl 
Company, that Benny left by it, cnught up the ordinnry trnin at Vryburg, 
nnd that ho reached 1!afcking at 4.80 a.m. on Sunday, the 29th. 

The evidence is that he wru:t coming with an' urgent message to stop 
Dr. Jameson; that on his arrival at Mafcking he waked up Ur. Isancs, a 
loca.lstorckcepcr1 IUld purcha1wd a pair of iiold-boots and a ktt·bag, and pro· 
ceedcd by opccial cart to Pitsani ; and that he subsequently on the snmo 
evening accompanied Dr. Jameson on his inroad and, was captured at 
Doornkop. 1 · 

On the 27th, a.frer reeeiving tho discourn.ging telegrams mentioned abo\'O 
·from Johannesburg, Dr. JameMOD telegraphed t() Harris, Charter, Capetown, 
'l hm afraid of llcchuanaland Police for cutting wire, They have now all 

' In the Report of tho Select Committee of the House of Commons "tho 
following q11cstions and answe111 occur, Mr. Bloke questioning and Major 
Henny replying: 

'HaYing got the message, you went o'tr with it and you got in1 &S '\\'e sec Ly 
the cvid<'nce, as quickly o.s you could, and you just gave the messnge as 
accurately as yon could to Dr. Jameson 1-1 read tho mcesnge from my note• 
book absolutely accurately to Dr •. Jameson. . . . 

'And he did not Jose much bme m makm• up h18 m1nd !-No; he went 
outside his tent. Ho wa.s in & bell.tent v.·hen 1 o.rrived, and he n·ent oUl'lirie 
a.nd WH.lked up anti down for about twenty minutesJ and then he ra.me in ,and 
announced his dctcrmina.tioq,' 

6 
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gone forA:l.t; lliJ~Vn~h·~3 ... :g~r' to put a stop ,to it, T~e;eforo expect to 
receive tc'•cgram from you moo to·morrow mormng authol'l.Ztng movemen.ts. 
durely Col. F. W. Rhodes adruablo to como to tenus at ~nco., Gt~o 
guAr&nt.o, or you can telegraph before Chnrlcs Lc~nard ~mvod. Thts 
doubtlf'SS alludes to tho ncccsstty for !r'a.rantoo '!'•nttoncd tn tho m~go 
from S. W. Jameson, and the alternative sugge<ltlon was that authonty lo 
nroeeed should be given before the arrival of the Johannesburg delegate at 
Capetown. . 

Two hours later on tho same day he sends auotbor mos,.ge of tho utmost 
importance, He informs Hanis, Charter, Capetown, as follows: 'lf I cannot, 
as I expect, oommunicate with Bechuanaland Border Police cutting, then we 
must corry into effect original plans. They have then two days for flotation. 
If they do not, we will make our own flotation with help of letter, which I 
will publish.' 

On the same day Dr. Jameson telegraphed to his brother in Johannesburg 
Ill follows:' Guarantee already given, tlioreforelet J. H. Hammond telegraph 
instantly all right.' 

To this Mr. Hammond 88nt a most positive reply nbsolutely condemning 
his propoaod action. 

loB bearing upon tho attitude of tho force at Pitaani, it may be noted that 
on tho same day that the foregoing correspondence was taking place Mr. A. 
Bates was despatched from Mafeking into tho Transv11al with instructions from 
Major Raleigh Grey to collect information and meet Dr. Jameson en rout., 
He waa supplied with a horne and money, and seems to hove done his best to 
carry out irutructions, 

Early tho 110xt day Dr. Jameson telegraphed to Harris, Charter, Capo· 
to\Vn: 'Thoro will be no fiotatiou if left to themselves; first delay Wll$ races, 
whioh di'll not exist; second policies, already arranged. All mean foar.t You 
had better go as quickly as possible and report fully, or tell Ron. C. J. Rhodes 
to allow me.' 

Tho reply to this IVBS : • It is all right if you will only wait. Captain 
Maurice Hcony oomos to you from Col, F. W. Rhodes by special tmin to·day.' 
And, again, two hours later, Dr. HatTie for tho Chartered Company tole· 
graphs: 'Goold Adams arrives Mafeking Monday, and Hoany, I think, arrivBB 
to· night; after eeeing him, you aud we must judge regarding flotation, but all 
our foreign friends are now dead against it and say publio will not subscribe 
onel.':'nny towards it even with you as a direotor-Ichabod.' 

Still, on tho same doy two further tele!!mms to Dr. Jameson were sent from 
Capetown, almost topetl:er, of a strongfy discouraging tenor. One of them 
concludes by saying we oannot h&ve fiasco,' and tho other infonno Dr. Jam•· 
son that Lionel Phillips anticipates complete failure of any premature action. 

1 In the course of the ln~uiry at Westminster, Dr. Jameson himself took 
occasion to explain thi.; reference, when answering a question put by Mr. 
Sidney Buxton. · 

Knowing IVhat you do now of tho position at Johannesburg, do you think 
it W88 within their po1ver to send out 300 mounted men 1-I oannot give an 
opinion upon that ; I think all their actions were perfoctly bmu! fide. There 
is one telegram here which has been brought up againat me very unpleasantly, 
which I wish I had never sent, where 'fear • is imputed in the telegram as ib 
stands here. My explanation is that I was irritated at the time at the trouble 
going on,. and that I used it inadvertently, or possibly there is a mistake in 
dee1pbertng the c.ode word; as to that I cannot tel.!, but I am sorry that io 
ehould appear so m tho telewam, because I never tmputcd fear or cowardice 
to anyone in connoction ll"itn anything. 

I 
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On the same day Dr. llaiTis infonns Colonel ~hodes #~. ,,,~ · ., 
1 Have arranged for Captnin .Maurice He.o.ny; Dr. Jam.J..umDar dO, H 
Maurice He,my'a arrival. Keep market firm.' d h . , • 

And Iuter • ~ "'"'" "") W10rm L 
'Charles Leonard says flotation not popular, and En•l;ud's buntinW• i.n~ ~ 

resiawd by public. Is it true! Consult all our friends artd let me ktio,~ <Po 
Dr. Jameson is ~nite'rC<Jdyto move resolution and i.s only waiting for Captain' 
Heany's arrival. · · 

A few hours Iuter Dr. Jameson tologmphs to Harris, Charter, Capetown·: 
'Received your telegram lchabod re Capt. Maurice Heany,, Have no further 
news. I require to knew. Unless I hear definitely to the contrary, shull 
leave to·mo1·row evening nnd carry into effect my second telegram (Appendix 
QQ, No. 06365) of yesterday to you, and it will be all right.' 

On the next morning, Sunday tho :Mlth, Heany arrived at Mn.feking, and 
after making the purchases detailed above, left by special cart for tho camp 
at Pitsani, where he pro~n~ly arrived about ci•ht o'clock a.m. At five 
minutes pnst nino Dr. Jameson telegraphed to Ila.rris, Charter, Capetown: 
'Shall leave to-night for tho Tronsvaal. My reason is tho final annngcment 
with writers of letter was that, without fttrther reference to them, in caso I 
should hear at some futuro time thn.t suspicions have been aroused as to their 
intention among tho Transvaal authorities, I was to start immediately to 
prevent loss of lives, as letter states. Reuter only just received, Evon with· 
out my own inforrno.tion of meeting in the Transvnnl, compel immediate 
move to fulfil promise mado. We oro simply going to prowct everybody 
whilo they chango the present dishonest Government, and take vote from tho 
whole country as to form of Government required by the whole,' 

The force took with them provisions for ono d~y only, relying on the 
commissariat arrangements made on their bchalt by Dr. Wolff en route. 
They were well mounted and armed with Lee-Metford carbines, and 
took with them eight Maxims, two seven.pounders, and one twelve
pounder. In order to facilitate quick movement no heavy equipment 
was taken, and but little spare ammunition. The vehicles attending 
the column were six Scotch earls and one Cape co.rt. The tot!l! dis
tance to be co.vered was about 170 miles to Johannesburg, or 150 miles 
to Krugersdorp. The start was made from Pitsani shortly after 5 p.m., 
and marching was continued throughout the night. The force con
sisted of about 850 of tlie Chartered forces under Colonel Sir John 
Willoughby, Major in the Royal Horse Guards; the Han. H. F. White, 
Major 2nd Battalion Grenadier Guards ; Han. R. White, Captain 

"Royal Welsh Fusillers; Major J. B. Tracey, 2nd Battalion Scots 
Guards; Captain C. H. Villiers, Royal Horse Guards; and 120 of the 
Bechuanaland Border Police under Major R!l!eigh Grey, Captain 6th 
Inniskillen Dragoons, and the Han. 0. J. Coventry, Captain 8rd Militia 
Battalion Worcester Regiment. The two contingents met o.t Malmani 
at about sunrise on Monday morning, December 80. They marched 
throughout that day and night and the following day, Tuesday. There 
were halt-hour rests about every twenty miles for rationing the men 
and feeding and watering the horses, the fodder being ready for the 
horses at va.rioue stores. Provisions for the men consisted of binned 
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~n• fom{~\1; rutvw~· There was no lack of provisions at·~; but. the 
n.-,eive telegram froxnterwards that they were eo overcome w1th fat1gue 
freely Col...iuo~. 'lrching that when they reached tho resting-places 
the;a•~<~emlly lay·aown where they dismounted, and slept, instead of 
takhl1~ the food which was ready for them. A serious fault in the con· 
duct ~~ the expeditio'l appears to have been the lack of opportunity for 
rGat and food affor.iled the men. It was contended that the same or a 
higher average ol: speed might have been attained by pressing on faster 
for spells of a few hours and allowing reasonable intervals for rest and 
refreshment. Only about 130 miles had been covered by the column 
during the seventy hours that they were on the march before they were 
first checked by any serious opposition from the Boers. 

On Monday, December 30, at about 1 p.m., Mr. F. J. Newton, 
Resident Commissioner at Mafeking, received the following telegram 
from the High Commissioner, Capetown, dated the same day: 

It is rumoured here thnt Dr. Jameson has entered the Tronsvnal with an 
armed force. b this so f If so, send special messenger on fast horse direct. 
ing him tQ reh1rn immediately. A copy of this te1c6'1'am should be sent to 
the officers with him, and they shonld bo told that this violation of the 
territory of • friendly State is repudiawd by Her Majesty's Government, &nd 
tb&t they are rendering themselves liable to severe penalties. 

Mr .. Newton at once addressed to Dr. Ja.meaon o.nd each of the chief 
officers with him the following letter: 

StJ<, 
I hove the honour to enclose copy of a telegram which I have received 

from His Excellency the High Commissioner, and I have according!)' to 
request that you will immediately comply with His Excellency's in.structlorn, 

Trooper J. T. White was despatched as soon as possible-,vith the th·e 
letters, enclosed in waterproof, with instructions to ride until he caught 
up to Dr. Jameson and delivered the letters. He was stopped by a 
party of armed Boers and taken before Landdrosl Marais at hlalmani, 
where the despatches were opened and read. He was delayed for four 
hours, and then allowed to proceed with an escort. On Tuesday 
morning he crossed the Elo.nds River and caught up the column at 
about 11 a.m. He had ridden all night, covering about eighty miles. 
He alleges that at first the officers would not take the letters, but 
eventually Sir John Willoughby accepted and read his, and the others 
followed suit. He stated that he had been instructed to deliver the 
letters personally, and to get a reply. Sir John Willoughby sent a 
message by him stating that the despatches would be attended to. 
Shortly after this Dr. Jameson also received a prote•t !rom tho Com· 
mandant of the Matico district against his invasion of tbe State, to 
whiah he sent tbe following reply ; 
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EhR, - \bF 
I om in receipt of your protest of the above date, :md h-.e to inform you 

that I intend proceeding with my origiul plans, which~ .:• no hostile inten· 
tion against tbe people or the Transvaal ; but we a.re. here ill repl,r to an 
invitation from the principal residenta of the Rand to assist them m their 
demand for justice and the ordinary rights of every citizen of a civilized State. 

Youre faithfully, 
L. s. JAKMON, 

Wbite states that this W118 about noon, and ' then the bugle sounded 
and tho column moved off.' The force continued advancing in much 
tho same way throughout Tuesday, and at 6 p.m. s skirmisher of the 
advanced guard mel Lioutenant Eloff, of the Krugersdorp District 
Police, who bad been instructed by his Government to ride to Mafeking, 
presumably for the purpose of getting information. Be had come 
with a guard of nine men, whom he had left some distance off, ad. 
vanclng alone to meet the column. Be states that when role .. ed, 
after two hours' delay, he left the forces, and p118eing along the Rosten· 
burg road, met a commando of some 800 Boers, with whom he made a 
circuit to avoid the column, and rea.ehed KrugersdorJ? before it did. 
From this it Is clear that the Boers were collecting in considerable 
numbers to· meet the Invading force, and were moving with much 
greater rapidity than their enemies. .._ 

On W cdnesday morning, at about 5.30, Mess.rs. Theron and Bouwer 
(despatch riders), who ho.d been sent by Sir J a.eobus de Wet, British 
Agent at Pretoria, at1.30 p.m. on the previous day with a despatch 
for Dr. Jameson, reached the column and delivered their letters, and 
stated that they had been instructed to t~e bo.ck a reply 118 soon 118 
po•sible. Dr. Jameson said, 'All right; I'll give you a reply,' and 
within a few minutes be_ banded to them the following letter: 

DEA.!l Sta, 
JaJ,YaMJ I. 

I am in receipt of the message you eent from His Excellencl the High 
Commissioner, and beg to reply, for His Excellency'IJ informatton, that [ 
-ahould, of course, desire to'obey his instructions, but, as I ho.ve a. very lar~e 
foroo of both men and horses to feed, and having fini•hed ali my suppliea Ill 
tho rear, must perforce proceed to J{rugersdorp or Johannesburg this morning 
for this purpose. At the same time, I must aokuowledge I am anxious to 
fulfil my promise on tho petition of the principal residents of the Rand, to 
come to the aid of my fellow-men in their extremity, 1 hove molested no one, 
and have explained to ali Dnrohmon met that the &hove is my sole object, and 
that I shall dceire to return &t oneo to the Protectorate. I am, etc., 

(Signed) 1. 8. J.utltiiON. 

At about 10.80 a.m. on the sfii!le day (January 1) two oycllots, 
Messrs. Colliers and Rowland, carrying despatches from members of 
the Reform Comtriittee, met the column. The letters were received by 
])r, ;r ameson, and taken with him 118 far as Doornkop, where, npon 
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J!!'!.:~f il '.JJcre' ~hey appear ~o have been torn up. Whh 'ha* 
.. good fortune • "l' ·d ems to ba ve followed tho Boers throughout this 

business, thee. . .Jagments were picked up on the battlefield by a 
Boer official fo1'·-:,ontha later, having remained undisturbed during._ 
the severe ro.in '~'!! wind storms of the wet season. Some portione 
were missing, but the others were pieced together Md produced In 
evidence against the Reform prisoners. The letters are printed here· 
under as they were written, as testified by the writers, Md, in the 
case of the first one, by others who read it before it was despatched. 
The italics represent the fragments of the letters which were never 
found:l 

DEAR Dn., . 
The rumour of massacre in Johanne.sburg that started you I<> our relief 

was not true. We are all right, feeling intense. We have armed a lot of 
men. Shall be very glad to see you. We are not in possession of tiuJ town. I 
shall mtd IJ'Ut $il7nt men to 
You are a fi"" fellow. 

We will aU drink a glass along o' you. 

Yonrs ever, 
F. R.' 

L. P.' 

31st, 11.30. Kruger b .. asked for '"""' of "' I<> go over and treat: 
armistice for 114 iumT3 agreed to. My view i.o that they are in a funk at 
Pretoria, and they were wrong to agree from here. 

F. R.' 
Dlt. JAMUQJ!, 

It may be noted that tho tone of this correspondence does not 
ap~car to be in accord with tho attitude taken up by the Reform Com· 
nuittee. The letters, however, were written on Tuesday, tho 31st, 
when there was a general belief that Dr. Jameson had started in good 
faith, m.iJJlcd by some false reports. In the second letter Colonel 
Hhodes expresses the opinion that it was wrong to a,<>ree to send in a 
deputation to meet tho Government. This was written before the . 
deputation had gone to Pretoria, and clearly implies that the moral 
effect of treating would be bad, The phrasing also shows that the so
called armistice was for the purpose of treating, and not the treating 
for the purpose of securing an armistice : in other words, that tho 
armistice would expire, and not commence, with the treating. 

From the evidence given by tho cyclist Rowland, it appears that he 
stated to Dr. Jameson that he could get 2,0004 armed men to go out to 
his assistance; and Rowland in evidence -.alleged further that there 
was some offer of assistance in one of the despatches, Md that 
Dr. Jameson, in reply, said he did not need any assistance, but that if 

1 July, 1899. ' Colonel F1·sncis Rhodes. ' Lionel Phillips. 
'(July, 1899.) In Colonel Rhodes's letter the fii(Urcs '2,000' are deleted 

after the word 'armed.' Is it not probable that these deleted figures may 
account for some of the talk about 2,000 armed men I 
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~000 men should come out probably the Boers would draw off. This 
witness In his eyldenoe at Bow Street e.leo alleged thai one of the 
despatches expressed surprise at Dr. Jameson's movement. There is 
now a complete record of these despatches. They make no nllusions 
tn giving assistance, and the Johannesburg leadore are very clear on 
the point that no promise or offer of assistance was ever made. The 
reply which Dr •. Jameson caused to be sent was concealed in one of 
the bicycles, which were seized by the Boer authorities on the return 
ride of the despatch-carriers, and was not brought to light until the 
following' March, when a mechanic who was repairing the brokon 
bicycle discovered it. 

The much-debated question of whether assistance wns ever promised 
or expected should be 1i.na!ly disposed of by the publication of two 
documents which have not heretofore appeared in print. They are 
(a) the reply of Dr. Jameson. tn Colonel Rhodes's letters, and (b) the 
report of Mr. Colliers, the cyclist despatch-rider who tnok tho letter 
and received the reply, which repori was taken down in shorthand by 
the clerks in the Reform Committee room as it was made verbally 
by him immediately on his return. Both these records dispose o! 
Mr. Rowland's statement about 2,000 men; and apari from this it 
should be observed that Mr. Colliers was the messenger sent by Colonel 
Rhodes and not Mr. Rowland; the l!ltter, having been later on picked 
up 'for company,' was presumably less qualified to speak about the 
instructions and messages than Colliers, from whom, indeed, be learned 
all that he knew. 

The letter wo.s written by Colonel H. F. White in the presence of 
the cyclists, and partly at the dictation of Dr. Jameson, It was in the 
form of a memorandum from Colonel H. F, White to Colonel Frank 
Rhodes, and bore no signature ; but the last line was in Dr. Jameson's 
handwriting, and was initialed by him. It ran as follows : 

As yon may imagine, we &re all well pleaged by your letter. We hove had 
some fighting, and hope to reach JOhannesburg to-night, but or course it will 
depend on the amount of fighting we hove. Of course we shall be pleased to 
ba.ve 200 men meet us a.t l\rugersdorp, as it will greatly encourage the men, 
who are in great heart although a bit tired. 

Love to Sam, Phillips, and re8t, 
L. S. J. 

Mr. Colliers' report-after detailing the incidents of ~be ride out
runs: 
... I reoobed the column between 9 and 10 o'clock. I saw Dr. Jameson 

per!!Onally. · He reooived us very well, and was very glad with tho "'"'' I 
brought him. He read tho despatch, and asked me for full details. I told 
him tho strength of the Boers and the dangers he was in. l told him that 
they bad no guns, and all that l saw and heard that they had dnring my 
travels, I explainod to him everything in detail. The Doctor seemed to be 
very brave. f!e told me that be had two scrimmages, and that no damage 
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had been done\ . I ,.;d to JWi whether it would not be well for him to hal~ 
until we got tb&ough and oent him oome help. The Doctor said he did not 
think there w .. anything to fear, and at the same time he did not ..-ant to go 
to Johannesburg sa a piral<l, and it would be well for them to send some men 
to meet him. I also made in~nirics "'to whether. I could return by any other 
road, but found it was imp06sible, and that we hod to come back tho oamo 
way, I got his despatch, ahook hands with him, wished us well, and set on 
our journey back. 

• 
The report, which is given above literally as transcribed from the 

shorthand notes, concludes with an account of the retnrn journey. 
Mr. Colliers In B subsequent statement con£rmed the above, and 
Bdded: 

Tho impression which the Doctor g••• me most cerl<linly w&S that he had 
never expect.d help, and did not want it.1 

The march oontlnued on toward> Krugersdorp, At one or two pl•ces 
a few shots were fired by Boor pickets, and on one occasion the Maxims 
of tho Inv~ding force were turned on a party of some fifty Boers 
ensconced In a good position. No casualties, however, occurred until 
Krugersdorp wa.s reached at 3 p.m. on Wednesday. A message was 
sent by Sir J olm Willoughby to the authorities at Krugersdorp that if 
be encountered any opposition he would shell the town, and he warned 
them to have their women and children removed. 

Shortly after mid-day positions wore taken up on the hills near 
Krugersd<>rp, and at three o'clock severe fighting took place, which 
lasted well on into the night. An ambush at the crushing-mill and 
works of the Queen's Mine was shelled, a.nd ·an attempt was made to 
storm it by a small party of the Invaders. It was unsuccessful, how
ever, and after nightfall Dr. Jameson's force was obliged to retreat 
from its position and seek a more advantageous one on higher ground, 

They had suffered a reverse at the hands of a somewhat larger !orca 
of Boers who had selec.ted a very strong position. Firing did not cease 
until 11 p.m. Here it is alleged the fatal military mistake of the 
expedition was committed, No precautions had been taken to ascertain 
the road. Instead of being well acquainted with the direction to be 
taken, the force was dependent upon a guide picked up on the spot, a 
man who was never seen after the events of the following day, and is 
freely alleged to have been a Boer agent. It is ~tated by competent 
judges that, had Dr. J amcson's force pushed on during the night on 

l After the &rriva.l in England of the officers of Dr. Jameson's force, & 
report dealing with the military aspect of the expedition was sent by Sir 
Jolm Willoughby to the War Office. It has been printed and-to a certain 
ext.nt--eirculated, and cnnnot therefore be regarded as private.· But. apart 
from this it is a document so peculiar-so ruarkcd by mishandling of 
notoriou!J facts-that it deserves no consider.ntion other thBn it ma.y earn on 
its merits. It is printed in, at'"'" 1vith notes by a member of the Reform 
Committee, See Appendix H. · 
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the l:Ilaln road to J oh&nneaburg, they would have succ;~h '"d. In reachirig 
th•t town without difficulty, As it was, however, th 0~ ... · ·L.lped for the 
night In the direction of Randfontein and in the eo.r)llmorning struck 
aw•y south, attempting a big detour to avoid the roa~ ~hich they hnd 
tried to force the previous night. There is but little do<:bt thai they 
were shepherded into the position in which they were cal!ed upon to 
fight at Doornkop. The following description of the Door:akop fight 
was written by Captain Frank Younghusband, the correspondent of 
the London Time•, who was an eye-witness: · 

G•lloping over the rolling open gr:~ssy do111JS in search of Dr. Jomeson's 
force, which was expected to arrive at Johanneslmrg at any moment, my coru
·ranion Heyg'ate and myself saw between u.s two forces, Loth stationary. 
Then one began to move &way, and from tho regularity of its moYemcnt we 
recognised that this tnust be Dr. Jameson's trying- tQ round the opposing 
Boer forces. We found a Boer guard hokling the o11ly forO across tlte stream ; 
so going up to the Commander, we asked for news. lie, after questioning us, 
told ua all th•t h•d occurred. 

He wa.s a Field-cornet from Potchefstroom, and leader of one diYision of the 
Boers. He said that yesterday, J'anuary 1, Dr. Jameson had attacked the 
Boer force at the George and May Mine, two miles north-west of H:ntgcrsdorp, 
a small mining rownship twcnty.one miles west of JohanncsUurg. Fighting 
took place from three in the afternoon to eleven at night, Dr. Jo.mc.son 
mo.king three principal attacks, and doi11g grc:.~t damage with his artillery, 
which the Boers, ha.ving then no guns, were unable to reply to. 

:My informant, the Boer leader, said that both thrn and to-day Dr. Jamo. 
son's men behaved with great gallantry, and ho also said that admirablo 
&rra.ng~ments had bcon made at Krngersdorp for nursing the wounded on 
both sidcs. 

This morning the Boers took up a position at Vlakfontcin, eight miles on 
the Johannesburg· side of Krugersdorp, on a circuitons roa.d to the south by 
which Dr. Ja1ileson was marching. The Boers in tho night had been rein· 
forced by men and with artillery and Maxims. Their position was an 
exceedingly strong ono on an open slopo, but along o. ridge 0f rocks cropping 
out of it, It W&S & right·anglcd position, nnd Dr, Jamc!'lon attacked them in 
tho re·enteriug angle, thus haling fire on his front and flank. 

To atts.ck this position his men had to advance over a. perfectly opon 
gently-sloping grassy down, while the Boors loy hid behind rocks and fired 
with rifles, Maxims, and artillery upon their .,sailunts. The Boers numbered 
from 1,200 to 1,500, Dr. Jameson s force about 5001 and t•:.te position waa 
practicslly unassailable. 

Dr. Jameson, after making a. desperate effort to got throu.{:\h, surrendered, 
and 8! we stood \\·e saw his brave little band riding dejectedly back again to 
Krugersdorp without their o.rme and surrounded by a llocr escort. 

We were allowed to rido e\ose np, but were refused permission to see 
Dr. Jameson. It is thoreforo impossible to state his full reasons, but it is 
known that he was ruade a.wa.ro th~t.t it was impossible to send assistance rrom 
here, and this may hnve influenced him in giving up tho contest when he 
found the enemy's position eo strong that in any ease it would ho•e been no 
disgrace to have been beaten by superior numbere of such a brave foe as th•t 
Boer foroe which I .. w in the very position they hod fought in. It was 
evident that probably no on• had ever atarted on • more desperate venture 
than had this dAring little force, and they gained by their gallantry tho 

·, 
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-~ a.A:N~· ·~sv• adoration no .•• JY 4.r burghers who spoke to me, but of tho whole 

town of Johann I ug. · 
These lloe, o' 't gh, simple men, dressed in ordinary civilian clothes, with 

merely a rift<, -t;.',f over the shoulder to show they wcro soldiers-spoke in 
feeling tenn• bf tjlo splendi<.l bravery shown by their assailants. They were 
perfect!~ e&l!Tl, ·And spoke without any boastfulness in a self-reliant way. 
They SIUd, plJinting to the ground1 that the thing wns impossible) an~ hence 
the present r"ult. 

The M~[ loss of Dr. Jameson's foroe is ahout twenty. Major Grey was, 
they sniu~ tlie ptincipal military officer, and they thought that no officer was 
ki!lt~l, awl that the report that Sir John Willoughby bad been killed was 
unfounded, He nnd Dr. Jameson have been taken to Pretoria, 

At 9.15 o'clock tho white flag waa put up. Sir J. Willoughby, the 
officer in comme.nd of the force, then sent the following note addressed 
to tho Commo.ndant of tho Transvaal Forces: 

Wo surrender, provided that you guarantee us safe conduct out of the 
country for every member of the force, 

JOHN 0. WILLOUGHBY, 

A reply was sent within fifteen minuws, of which the following is a 
literal translation : 

0YFICER,-Please take note that I shall immediately assemble our officers 
to dooide upon your communication, , 

COMMANDANT, 

Twenty or thirty minutes later e. second note waa received by tho 
surrendering force, addressed ' John C. Willoughby ': 

I acknowledge your letter. The answer is that, if you will undertake to 
I"'Y the expense which you have-caused the South African Republic, and if 
you will surrender with your arms, then I shall spare the lives of you and 
Y"""'· Ple .. e send me a reply to this within thirty minul<>s, 

P. A. CRO>IJJ!, 
IJommawianl, PolcMfsJrO<rm, 

Within fifteen minutes of the receipt of this letter, Sir J. Willoughby 
replied, accepting the conditions in the following terms : 

1 accept the terms on the guarantee that the lives of all will be spared. I 
now await your instructions as to how and where we o.re to lay down our anns. 
At the same time I would ask you to romember that my men havo been with· 
out food for the last twenty-four boars. 

'Tho flag sent with the first message (to quote tho statement made 
on behalf of Sir J. Willoughby by his solicitor, Mr. B. F. Hawksley) 
was sent perhaps a little earlier than 9.15. Dr. Jameson's force ceased 
firing as soon o.s tho flag was hoisted, except on tho extreme right. 
Messengers were sent to stop that firing, and all firing ceased within 
five minutos. The Boers continued to fire for some ten minutes, and 
for some time after Jameson's force had ceased. After Sir J, Willoughby 
had received the first answer, the State Artillery opened fire and oon
linued firing for at least fiileen minutes. Sir J, Willoughby sent 
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Colonel the Hon. H. White and Captain <f1\1~U ·to all.,:.." /i C nt 
'th · kn h ·a · ·h w• ~• omr WI a. note requcstmg to ow I e raMon ·~ring oc ll oe, 

a.nd requesting that it might cease. Sir J. Wilfooghb:f hil".?~~. "!!J of 
the letter he wrote accepting the conditions offered by Cronje,'but it 
was to the effeot above given. 'Besides Cronjo, Comc:mndant Malan 
was acquainted with the terms of surrender, for after Jameson's forco 
had given up tkeir arm<~ Commandant Malan came up and repudiated 
part of the terms, saying he would not guarantee the Uvea of Jameson 
and the leaders, and that they would be handed over to General 
Joubert, who would decide their fate.' '·· 

The decision having been announced to the forces, and many of the 
men having stacked their arms and dropped off to sleep where they lay 
In the veldt, several other commandants joined Cronje, a.nd an altere a· 
lion took place in the presence of the surrendered offlcers, Commandant 
Malan of Rustenburg violently proclaiming that Cronje bad no right 
to spare the lives of the force, and that it lay with the Commandi!Jlt· 
General a.nd Krijgsro.D.d (or War Council) to decide what should be 
done with the prisoners. Commandant Cronje replied that they had 
surrendered to him upon certain conditions, and those conditions had 
been accepted by him. In the course of the discussion, in which 
several other prominent Boers joined, ili•approval was generally 
expressed of Cronje's acceptance of the terms, a.nd threats were used 
to Dr. Jameson in person. Eye-witnesses on the Boer side state that 
Dr. Jameson declined to discuss the matter furlher; he merely bowed 
and walked away. It may be remarked that it is not by any means 
unusual for the Boers to seek to stretch to their advantage terms which 
they have previously agreed upon. There can now be no question as 
to the conditions of the surrender. ·The officer in command on the 
field agreed to spare the lives 'of the entire force, and it was not com· 
patent for anyone to•reverse that decision or to reopen the question. 
The incident is instructive and also importa.nt, since the lives of 
Dr. Jameson and his men were made to play a considerable part in 
President Kroger's game of magna.ni.mity later on. I 

' S.e Appendix G. It will be noted that in hi! declarations Commandant 
Oronje modifies hi! tei'JDs oery considerably. It waa impossible for any 
reasonable person to accept tho explanation preferred by him, that the 
promise to spare thelivesof the surrendered force wos only to hold goed until 
they could be handed over to tho Conunandant.Genoral, In fact, it ill well 
known that Commandant Cronjeonlytook up tllis attitude after an extremely 
ocrimonious discnMion had taken plaoo between him and Commandant 
11alan-a ~uaiTel in which they .went tho length of tna.king charges against 
eaoh other m the public press of treaohery and neglect of duty whilst in the 
field. The Commandant Oronje referred to here is tho Mme gentleman who 
commanded tho Boor forces at l'ot<:hcfstroom in tho War of Independence, 
and hi! record is an extremely unpleasant one, his conduct of operations 
baviog earned for tho Potchefstroom commando the worst reputation of any. 
Apart from the execution of several British subject. who wero suspected and, 
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saysC . 0,?_r ~ 

''. <:• Q.... ,... 
There '~~ upwarJr(>T 400 alto•ether, and the poor fellows made a sorry 

sight-tired from 'their long march, their privations, and the tremendous 
strain of continuous enga~rmcnts for nearly twenty.four 1JOurs. Some almost 
slept in their saddles a.s thty were being escorted j and "'hen th(ly arrived on 
Krunersdorp Market Square the scene will not soon be forgotten. 

The Boers frcrly mixed with them and tulkcd with them. Provisions wero 
brought, nnd devoured with ravenous hunger. In Dlll.HY cases the Boers gave 
from their own sc<lnt stock of provisions to the starving men, for whom they 
expressed the utmost admiration for their pluckiness nnd determination. 

Dr. Jameson und his princi}-J&l officers, including Sir John Willoughby, 
were brought in scparntely from tho main body of the captured troops. 
Although the Boers trMtcd most of tho prisoners with consideration, they 
jeered somewhat when Dr. Jameson was brought forward i bnt this \Va.8 
promptly suppressed by the Commo.ndants. Dr. Jameson and the officers 
were temporarily housed in the Court-house, together with the other officers 
captured previously. 

A nml(.Hraggon wn.s brought up, fitted with mattresses. Tho chief officcrJJ 
wore despatched to Pretoria under a strong escort of Boers. About half an 
hour later the rest of the prisoners were also escorted out of the town to 
Pret<Jria, most of them on their own horses, Both men and horses were 
extremely emacia.tl:!d. 

The burgher losses were reported to have been 4 killed and 
5 wounded. The losses of Dr. Jameson's force were 18 killed and 
about 40 wounded. 

There were also to.ken: 400 magazine and Lee-Metford rl1les, 
8 Maxims (one spiked, or with the breoch·picco gone), 4 field-pieces, 
83,000 rifle cartridges, 10 cases of Maxim cartridges, 10 cu.sos of 

on wholly insufficient grounds, summarily shot llS spies, there are the un .. 
pleasant facts thu.t he Ci\USCt} prisoners of war to be plae<:d in the forefront O( the 
besie~ng operations o.nd compelled them to work in the trenches in exposed 
positiOns so th11t they should be-and actnally wet'e-shot by their own 
comrades. There was also the incident in which he'refused to allow one or 
two of the ladies who were among the bclcat,ru.cred gnriison, and who were 
then in extremely bad health, to leave the fort to obtain such food and 
medical attendance as would enable them to live. One of the ladies died in 
consequence. But th<J incident which has more bearing on Jameson's surrender 
than any other is that connected with the armistice, when Commandant 
Cronje, in defiance of treaty Qbligations, withheld fi'Om Colonel 'Winslow and 
the besieged ga.rrison the news that an annistice had been armnf'l'ed between 
the Boer and Bri~ish forcesj and continued the siege until the 

0

garrison, in 
order to save the hvee of the wounded and the women and children rcfugces1 

were obliged to surrender. It will be remembered tha.t this incident was too 
much evon for Mr. Gladstone, and that on its becoming known after the 
terms of peace had been settled, the Transvaal Government were rc~uired by 
Sir Evelyn Wood to allow a British force to march up from Natal and 
re·occupy Patchefstroom a.s a. formal acknowledgment of Cronje's treachery. 
M:r. Kru~cr and his party, who were in the greatest fear that the settlement 
would not be cffe_ctcd, and that Sir Evelyn Wood's action might provoke a 
renew&! of bosbhtt01, ogreed to the terms, but wtth grave apprehensions &s to 
the results. However, no e<ml.l'dtmps occurred. . 
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projectiles, !! sacks of projectiles, 800 ca,. i ~eh •. .:-•18 revolvers, 
4 mule-waggons, 5 Scotch carts, 742 horses (l. :aJhich were Included 
the 250 horses which were captured in charge bf two troopers neat 
Blaaubank), a full-blooded stallion (the property of Dr. Jameson), 
400 saddles, bridles, etc., 88 mules with harness, 1 telegraph instrumenl 
(probably to tap wires with), harness, and other accoutrements and 
instruments of war. 

The prisoners were treated with every consideration by their captors, 
with the exception perhaps of Dr. Jame•on himself, who was threatened 
by some of the unruly ones and freely hissed and hooted, but was pro· 
tected by the officers in charge. It must be said of the Boors that they 
acted with admirable self-restraint and dignity in a position such as 
very few are called upon to face. However politic their actions may 
have been in their fear of provoking conflict with J obannesburg o.:~d 
the Imperial Government, however the juggling with Dr. Jameson's 
life aftet,vards and the spurious magnanimity so freely advertised 
may detract from what they did, and may tend to bring ridicule and 
suspicion upon them, one cannot review the broad facts of the 

· Jameson invasion, and realize a position which, if only for the moment, 
gave the aggrieved party unlimited scope for revenge upon an aggressor 
who had not tho semblance of personal wrong or interest nor the 
pretext of duty to justify his action, without allowing to the Boers that 
they behaved in such a manner as, for a time, to silence even that 
criticism which is logically justifiable and ultimately imperative. In 
so far "" the invading force are concerned, the words of !IIr. A. J, 

. Balfour aptly sum up the position: ' President Kruger has shown 
himself to possess a generosity which is not the less to be admired 
becau•e it is coincident with the highest political wisdom.' 
· With reference to the surrender of the force, it is reasoMble to 
believe that the Transvaal Government, knowing how serious the 
complications would be if civil war actually took place, and believing 
"" they undoubtedly did that Johannesburg contained upwards of 
20,000 armed men, were quite willing-indeed anxious-to secure the 
surrender of Dr. Jameson's force on any terms, and that the conditions 
made by Cronjol were quite in accordance with what the highest Boer 
authorities would have accepted, It seems to be beyond question also 
that the conditions of surrender were purposely •up pressed in order to 
enable the President to bargain with Johannesburg; and, as has 
~!ready been stated, such action materially detracted from the credit 
due to the Transvaal Government. This is their characteristic 
diplomacy-the fruit of generations of sharpening wits againat savages; 
and the same is called Katlir cunning, and is not understood at first by 
European people. Bnt when all such considorations are weighed, 
there Is still a large balance of credit due to the Boers !Dr the manner 
in which they treated Dr. Jameson and his invading force. It is 
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difficult to oonceiT(Iir · b.,.'J people behaving better to a foe vanquished 
under such conditio\..; Indeed, it would be quite impossible. 

The Doers when under control of their leaders have generally 
behaved In an admirable manner. It is ouly when the individua.l.'l, 
unrestrained by those In au!hority, are left to exercise their power 
at the dictates of their own uncurbed passions that the horrible 
scenes have occurred which have undoubtedly blemished their repu· 
tation. 

In connection with the Jameson ro.id there was one such incident
the shooting of Trooper Black. The unfortunate man fell into the 
banda of the Boers while out scouting, and was taken as a prisoner to 
a farmhouse near Blaaubank. There he was tied up and beaten, and 
it is stated by a woman who gave him water when he was pall mad 
with thirst, that his face had been smashed by a blow from a rifle butt, 
When unable to bear the treatment any longer Black stood up and, 
tearing his shirt open, cried out, ' Don't slooot me in the back I Shoot 
here I My heart's in the right place.' He was then untied and (as 
alleged by Dutch witnesses) given an opportunity to escape. He 
mounted his horse, but before be had gone far was shot dead. On the 
appeal of Sir Jacobus de Wet the Government consented to investigate 
the matter; but the Commandant In charge, Piet Grobler, when 
questioned on the subject, merely replied, ' Oh, he (Black J was a very 
insolent fellow. We could do nothing with him.' The man who fired 
the shot despatching Black, a half·cnste Boer named Graham, stated 
on his return from Pretoria that he was asked llO questions at the so
called inquiry. 

A somewhat similar incident look place, but fortunately with less 
serious results, on the way from the battle of Krugersdorp. A well· 
known resident of J obannesburg bad ridden out to ascertain news of 
Dr. Jameson, and, arriving as the surrender took place, thrust his way 
among the Boers until he reached the Doctor, where he was arrested 
by the Boer authorities as a spy. Being a burgher of the State who 
had been resident in the Transvaal for some sixteen or seventeen years, 
he was recognized and rather harshly treated. He wa~ attached by a 
leather throng to the saddle of one of the Boer Commandants and 
made to run, keeping pace with the horse. Alter a spell of this trC~>.t· 
i:nent be was released, and tbe Commandant In question offered to 
make a bet :vith him that he would not be able to race him on horse· 
back to the ambulance waggons a few hundred yards off, the prisoner 
to take a short cut across a swamp and the Commandant to ride round 
by the road. The prisoner thereupon replied, 'No, thank you, Com· 
mandant. I was In the Boer War myself and saw several men shot 
by that dodge, on the pretence that they were escaping.' The worthy 
CommAndant thereupon drew his stirrup from the saddle, and thrashed 
his prisoner with the stirrup end. Alter some ten days' imprison~en\ 
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1Ulder exceptionally hard con~;· . . , ~"' w question was 
released without trial. .e•tmg d!Splny of m"i 

, . form. Ho haa epol 
The complete success of the })ile cannot bavo fo.•;iJlr. Jameson's band 

bas been accounted for in many ,Ploy on thi~.~§' .l!edly the one reason, 
If one can be selected, which enab~~!j:'. !"~ .':f deal with tho invaders, 
was their ability to mobilize at sb~\ ~4.jaco. And in this connection 
arises the question: Did the Boers· l<now beforehand of tho intended 
invasion, and were they waiting until Dr. Jameson should wa.!k into 
the trap? On behalf of the Boers it is strenuously maintained that 
lhey had not the remotest notion of what was brewing, and that had 
such an idea occurred to them they would of course have reported 
matters to the High Commissioner. The President's unyielding mood 
before be heard of Dr. Jameson's start and his change afterwards, the 
state of demoralization in Pretoria, the unpreparedness of the State 
Artillery, and the vacillation of Gene~al J ouberl, the condition of alarm 
In which the President was during that night of suspense before the 
surrender, when Chief Justice Kotze sat with him to aid and cheer, 
and when the old white horse stood saddled in the stable in case 
Johannesburg should ottnck Pretoria, all point to the conclusion that 
II was not all cut and dried. With a singular unanimity the Boers 
and their friends and the majority of the Uitlanders in the Transvaal 
support this view ; but there are on record certain facts which are not 
to be ignored. Aport altogether from the hearsay evidence of tole· 
grsphists and Boer officials in different parts of the country, who state 
that they were under orders from Government to remain at their posts 
day and night-that is to say, to sleep in their offices-a fortnight 
before the Jameson raid took place, a significant piece of cvidonco is 
that supplied by the Transvaal Consul in London, Mr, Montagu White, 
who in a letter to tho London press stated that on December 16 be 
received infol'ltlation as to the plot against the independence of the 
Republic, and that he on lhat do.te co.bl&a fully to President Kruger 
warning him of what was in contemplation, and that the President 
took the necesso.ry precautions. Now, on December 14 it was 
announced in Pretoria that the President, being greatly in need of a 
rest and change, was about to undertake a tour through the country to 
visit his faithful burghers. Perusal of the newspo.pers of the time 
shows that among the Uitlanders no significance was attached to this 
visit. Indeed, the Uitlander press agreed that it had become painfully 
evident that His Honour required a change in order to r<:lstore his 
nervous system. As nothing can better represent the opinions of the 
time than the current comments of the .Press, the following extra.cte 
from the J ohanncsburg Stili are given: 

In short, His Honour is developing an ungovernable irritability and a 
tendency to choleric obsessions, when the wor<l 1 Uitlander' is borely men• 
tioncd in his pr~••nce, that are cawing the greatest concern 1:<:1 those around 
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ill reported to ..1.\0, • ·"; indeed, it woultely use towards Johannesburg and 
the cause of reform ';,1 under control <rnestly engaged. That His Honour 
should ha.vt> been gcne1 t...le manner. Jth indulgirt~ in unconve.ntional ver
na.culn.r terms concernin~ tf1'... '::o,lthorit,~dly loya.lnnd hearty reception accorded 
to him on his visit to the Ra.rltt,_. cultural Show, seem!! to argue a lapse 
into the hnhits of his youngest daJ'S, which has a. direct si:::nificance in the 
case of ordinary individuals, and ill known by a very familiar name. That 
he should trag1<:allr declare that only across his bleeding eorpoc will the Uit· 
lander over corns mto his own, is merely the extravagant and ret,rrettable 
melodrama of an overheated mind. The gcnera.l desire is quite averse to 
encounterin~ any stepping-atones of that kind, and tnost of all averse to 
Mr. Kruger s taking any such place. Our quarrel b!. with principles &nd 
systems1 and never yet btl.'~ a note of personal \'cngeance been sounded whilst 
we h:we endeavoured to comp:~.ss their destruction. 1t is quite ob\'ious that 
a little relaxation from the cnrcs of State, or reversion to more primitive 
conditions, a. freer communion ·with Nature-\·iewed from nn ox:-waggon
are eminently desirable to restore Hili Honour's shuttered nerves.-Decem~ 
ber 14, 1895. 

AT IllS POST. 

His Honour the President has returned to the scat of Government. The 
itinerary appears to have been somcwhBt prematurely cut short; hut no one 
is likely to so ridiculously under-estimate the sterling qualities of His Honour 
a.s to conceive the possibility of his absence when difficulty and danger im~ 
peratively command his prtsenee at the head of public all'airn. The conclu· 
sions winch .Mr. Kruger hilS derived from converse with his faithful burghers 
are likely w remain buried in his Ol<n breast. The outlvard and ostensible 
object of his recent tour bas been fulfilled in much the accustomed manner; 
that is to say, he has-di.icussed with apparent interest the neces.sity for a pont 
here or a- brid;:.,te there; the desirability of Government aid for tree-planting, 
the trouble which the farmers experience in getting native labour, and so 
forth 1 and so on ; but we must not derh·e from all this peripatetic fustian tho 
erroneous impression that His Honor:r no.s been vacuously fiddling on the eve 
of a conflagration. Tho real business which took him to Lydenburg and 
Middl•burg hae no doubt been S11tisfactorily accomplished. llocr sentiment 
hae been tested in secret, and the usual professions of fervid patriotism and 
of ro.adiness for target practice with the Uitlander as the mark have been 
profusely Cl'oked. This sub·oflicial aBjJect of tho itinerary hRs boon discreetly 
veiled in all the report. which have been permitted to trnnspire, and the 
censornhip thereof hilS been more than nonnally exacting and severe; but wo 
are from private sources left in no manner of doubt that Mr. Kruger has been 
canvassing and stimulating the Boe111 to be ready for any emergency, and hae 
been metaphorically planting a war-beacon on every hill. All scrutiny and 
inquiry fail to discover that he has uttered one single word which can be 
described as an emollient to the present critical situation. He has pandered 
rather to the worst racial pasSiona of the Boer, instead of using the enormous 
responsibility resting upon him in the direction of mediation. Old patriarchs 
-whom l\'e cannot but respect and admire whilst we deplore their im· 
mitiga.ble a.nd hopelegg ra.nconr against the {!!~.USe of the newcorncr-ha.vo 
been permitted, apparently ~'ithout rebuke, to show their wounds to tho 
younger and mora mallca.Lle generation in His Honour's presence a.nd to 
boast of their readine~s to receive as much more lead a.s they can con~eniently 
find room for. The tour, indeed, has been a wap,nsclwuwing, with oratory 
of the most dangerous and pernicious type for ita accompaniment, HlS 
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Honour. '• contribution to this mteresting display of'martial ardoor has been 
cotcbed, a.s usna.l, in the enigmatic form. lie bas spokou :.,other parable. 
A mind so fertile in image aud in aimile cannot have lost much L • itl! wonted 
vigour. The one he has cho~cn to employ on this occasion is full ~- instruc· 
tion, and is derived, as Mr. Kruger's images frequently are, from the arena 
of natural history; When you want to kill your tortoise, he must be artfully 
induced to impcudcntly protrude his head beyond his thick and impre;,'llable 
shell, and tbon the task becomes a very easy oM. 'l'his little p:m~ble was 
CO!Illidered good for use on more than one occasion, varied by the addition 
th11t, if the tortoise be up to the trick, it is neeessory to ait down and w11it 
until be does make tho fatal mistake. Tho only dmwback to our profound 
intellectual delight in the parable ili the question, 'Who will be the tortoillel' 
-December 27, 1 695. 

A perusal of the German White Book shows tho.t 
On December ~4 the. Genn&n Con.sul in Pretorin. telegraphed to the Foreign 

Office that' nnws from Johannesburg points to th~ prept1~tion of disturba.nce3 
by the English party there, and the Go\·entment ill taking precautionary 
me&Sures.' Baron von M&rsch!lll communicated this to Sir Frauk Lascellee, 
and, after pointing out tho possible consequence of bloodshed, emphasized 
once again the necessi ty for mniut&ining tlto 1lat1U qUQ. In reply to the 
Gennan Consul in Pretoria, the Secretary of State telegraphed a similar state
ment, odding: 'Impress energetically upon the Transvaal Government that it 
must most scrupulously avoid any provocation if it wishes to retain Gemt&n 
sympathy.' 

Another little ligM on the inside hlstory is tho.t afforded by Mr. J. C. 
Bodenstein, Field-cornet of the Krugersdorp dist.rict, who in tho course 
of an interview accorded to the Sta.nda-rcl a~d Digger•' Newe, the 
Johannesburg Government organ, stated how he came to know of 
Jameson's intended invasion. He henrd that o. certrun young lady 
who resided at Luipaardsvlei, near Krugersdorp, whose fiance occupied 
a good position in the Bor.huana.la.nd Border Police, bad received a. 
letter from him a.t Mafeking to the effect tha.t be intended paying her 
a visit about the New Year, and that he would not be alone, o.s the 
whole force was coming to Johannesburg. The lady proved no excep
tion to the a.lleged rule. concerning secrets, and Field-cornet Bodenstein 
personally assured himself of the authenticity of the repor~ he had 
heard. 

On Friday, December 27, a German gentleman from the Free State 
also ·informed the Field-cornet that Dr. Jameson r.nd his troopers 
might be expected at any time. 'On bearing this confirm11.tion of the 
letter,' said. Mr. Bodenstein, 'I went at once to Pretoria. I arrived 
there at eleven o'clock at night, v.nd e&rly the ned morning I saw the 
Pre~ident, r.nd informed him abou~ the letter and what I had been 
told. He remarked quietly: "Yes; I have heard all o.bout it." The 
General (Joubert) then said: " All right ; I will send you ibe ammuni· 
tion you require." ' · . 
. In the report of the Select Oommittee of the Cape House of Asaembly 
(Blue Book A 6 of 1896, page '16) there ta ~e e .. idence of tbe Hon. 
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J. A. "~"'"• .u.JJ.v., wmch shows that he and Sir Thomas Upington, 
the At' . · General of Cape Colony, were on a visit to Johannesburg 
on DeTJh'()er 27, and heard it publicly stated that Dr. Jameson with 
800 men was on the border for the purpose of invading the Transvaal, 
Mr. Faure testifies that he learned this from a very prominent Free 
State Dutchman. Among others, one would suppose that the Trans· 
vaal Government must also have heard something of it. 

Dr. Vca.le, a well-known Pretoria doctor, states that at daybreak on 
Thursday, .T anuary 2, Commandaot Hendrik Schoeman called on him 
to secure his professional attendance for a member of his family who 
was very ill. The Commandant .said that he bad been sent out on 
Monday to watch the invading force and to ascertain their numbers, 
and also stated that he had been following the troop with others for a 
considen\blo time, and that he was sure Jameson bad not 800, but 
between 450 nnd 600, as he had repeatedly counted them; that the 
Ioree was being delayed by small parties drawing it into useless fight· 
ing and so losing time; that he himself had been obliged to come on 
ahead, having been recalled on account of his wile's serious illness, 
but that it mnde little difference as there were others to take his place, 
and they had ~manged not to tnckle Jameson until they had drawn 
him among the kopjes at Doornkop, where it would be quite impossible 
lor him ever to get through. This statement, it should be noted, was 
made in Pretoria some hours before the Jameson force surrendered at 
Doornkop. , 

So certain do the Boers appear to have been, and so confident, of 
their ability to carry out their plans that they stated to a reporter of 
the Government newspaper that they intended to stop Jameson at 
Rietspruit (Doornkop), and this etntemeut was published in a Joban· 
nesburg paper on the morning of Janutlry 1, but was of course regarded 
as mere gossip of a piece with that which flooded the newspapers at 
the time. It is only right to add that there were numbers of other 
announcements at the s!l.IJle time which by no means agreed with this 
one, and it is stated that the editor was M much surprised as the 
public to find that he had been right. 

In reviewing the whole of the circumstances of the raid, not the 
most biassed and most interested of persons can withhold a tribute of 
admiration to the President's presence of mind, skill, and courage in 
dea.ling with circumstances wholly without precedent; and in quiet 
moments, when recalling all that has happened, if human at all, His 
Honour must indulge in a chuckle now and then to think how com
pletely he jockeyed everybody.' Not the least !l.IJlusing recollection 

' Once when out hunting on foot-a young man then-~[r. Kruger, after 
climbing to tho top of a kopje, found that he had been seen by • number of 
hostile 113tives who were then runnin~~ towards him, some to climb the hill, 
othem branching out to fllUTound it. J:io knew tlot those on the flat could cu' 
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must be that of the 'great trek ~Be.njaile.nd '.~.<e~, which his barghel'l 
threatened to mo.ke into MashonaJand vi~ Rhodes' lJrul, when Bi.r 
John Willoughby gained his first experience of Oom Paul The 
military commander of Dr. J &meson's force had called on the President 
to add weight to the remonstrances which were being made against lhe 
action of the burghers in invading the Chartered territory, and the 
President, playing his cards for a favourable settlement of Swaziland, 
bad replied that be had done ail that he could, and events must take 
their course. 'Tell him,' s.Ud Sir John to Dr. Leyds, who was inter. 
prcting, ' that if the trek is not stopped, of course the result will be 
war.' ' If it must be, let it be,' the old gentleman answered quietly. 
'Then tell him,' Sir J obn replied, 'that in that cn.so he will have to 
reckon with the British An:ny.' 'And tell him,' said the President, 
pointing placidly at his interviewer with his big pipe, • that I have 
reckoned with tho British Army once before.' li tho recollection 
occurred to both men on January 2, it must have been with different 
emotions. 

In dealing with President Kruger's personoJ attitude it is not perhaps 
pertinent, buG it is interesting, to recall an incident of his earlier career 
-a parallel between the prisoner and the President. Oddly enough 
President Kruger wn.s a rebel and a filibuster himself in the days of 
his bot youth, and one of his. earliest diplomatic successes was in 
securing the release and pardon of men who, in 1857, stood in exactly 
tho same position as the Uitlnnders whom be imprisoned. 

The story of the Potehefstroom revolt is little known in England, 
but it is told in TbeaJ's ' Standard History of South Africa,' and very 
instructive readiilg it is. Dr. Hillier, of Johannesburg,· one of the 
Reformers, called attention just before the outbreak to tho extra· 
ordinary parallel between the revolt of Potchefstroom in 1857 ngllinsl 
tho dominance of Lydenburg, and the conditiGn of Johannesburg in 
1895 under the despotism of Pretoria. Dr. Hillier in his pamphlet 
stid: 

In 1857 the Republic· north. of the Vaal attained its twentieth year. It 
had increased in popnlation, and had taken on1 to soino extent, the hllhit.s 
and mode of life of a settled community. Mr. Pret<>rius and his followers 
be<>an'to feel that in the altered circumstances of tho State the time had 
ar;ived for a remodelling of the Constitution. Among these followers of 

him ofT before he could descend, and that his only chance lay in blnlf. Stepping 
on to the outermost ledge in full view of the enemy be calmly laid down hie 
rille, drew off first one and then the other of his velschoens (homo-made hide 
ehoes

1 
in those poorer do.ys worn without 400ks), and after quietly knocking 

the sund out of them drew them on again. By this time tho natives had 
elo~ped to obsen·e him. He then picked up his rifle again, and turning to 

" &Jl tmaginary for~e behind the kopjc, waved to the rigl~t and tl~en to tho left, 
115 though directmg them to clmrge round eo.cb end of the 1nll. The next 
instant the 1\a.ffirs were in full retreat. 
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ProtorilU, these advocauNJ. reform, it fa I• •resting to find w•• Mr. Btapbanu 
Johannes Paulus Kruger. 

lr!r. Thesl aaye: . 
'Durin• tho months of September and 'October, 1866, Commandant.. 

General M. W. Prctorius made a tour through tho districts of Rustonburg, 
Pretoria and Potehefstroom, and called public meetings at all the centres o( 
population. At these meetings there w .. an expression by a largo ma,iority 
in favour of immediate adoption of a Constitution which should provide for 
an efficient Government and an independent Church.' 

And again, later on, we have in the words of South Afriet~'s historian the 
gist of the e<>mplaint a!!llinst the then existing state of things: 

'The community of Lydenburgw .. accused of attompting to domineer over . 
the whole country, without any other 1ight to pre-eminence than that of 
being com~osed of the earliest inhabitants, a right which it had forfeited by 
its oppositiOn to the general weal.' 

Such W03 the shocking state of things in this country in 1856. It"'"" a 
great deal too bad for such champion reformers as .Mr. Pretorius and his 
lieutenant, Mr. S. J, P. Kruger, as we shall see later. Shortly after these 
meetings were held, a. Representative Assembly, consisting of twenty·four 
members, one for each FieJd.eorneWy, was elected for the special purpose of 
framing a Constitution and installing the officials whom it should decide to 
appoin~ . 

On January 5, 1857, tho representative ARSembly appointed .Mr. Martinus 
Wessels Prctorius President, and also appointod members of •n Executive 
Council. Tho oaths of ofli"" were then taken, the President and Executive 
installed, and tho flag hoisted. When inteUigence of these proceedings 
reached Zoutpausberg and Lrdenbnrg, there was a violent outburst of in
dihOiation. At a public mectmg at ZoutpansLerg the acts and resolutions of 
the Representative Assembly at Potehefstroom were almost unanimously 
reJmdioted, and a manifesto disowning the new Constitution and everything 
connected with it was drawn up. Mr. Pretorins then issued & proclamation, 
deposing Commandant·General Schoeman from all authority, declaring 
ZoutpausLerg in a state of blockade, and prohibiting traders from supplying 
• the rebels • with atnmunition or anything else. This conduct on the part of 
the ne~v Government under Mr. Pretorius appears to me distinctly adroit, 
Having taken upon thomselvcs to remodel the entire Constitution of the 
oountry, they turn round on the adherents of the older Government, whom, 
by·the-by, they had not thought it worth whils to consult, and promptly 
call them 'rebels.' And so you have this striking political phenomenon of 
& revolutionary party turning on the adherents of the Govsrnment of the 
State, and dcnounciuf{ them, forsooth, as 'rebels.' · 

Tho ' Republic of Lyden burg' then declared itself into a sovereign and 
independent State. A.nd thus two Republi .. , two Volksraads, two Govern
ments were formed and existed simultaneously in the Transvsal. And all 
this without a shot being fired, each party finding sufficient relief to ita 
feelings by calling the other party 'rebels.' In order to atrengthen its 
position, the porty of Pretorius now determined on a bold stroke, '!'hoy sent 
emissaries to endeavour to arrange for union with the Free State. The Free 
State Government rejected their overtures, but Pretorius was led to believe 
that so many of the Free State burghers were anxious for this union that all 
that was necessary for him to do, in order to effect it, W03 to march in with 
an armed force, He therefore placed himself at the head of a oomm•ndo, and 
crossed the Vaal, where he W03 joined by a certain num.ber of Free State 
burghers. 

But Pretonus, with whom W03 Patil Kroger, found, like Dr, Jameson, 
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th&t he had r.ekoned without his boat. When intelligeno;.lnid down his 
reached Bloemfontein, President Boshoff issued a proclamat ••• ~ 
martial law in force throughout the Free State, and calling out bu.';,0n. ex· 
the defence of tho country. It soon appeared that tho majority of tho poof.l, 
were rellliy to support tho President, and from all quarters mon repaired to 
Kroonstad, At this stage tho ]'reo State President received on offer of ._,;,t
ance froiD General Shooman, of Zoutpansberg, ago.inst Prcto~us, in whioh 
object he believed Lyden burg )Vould also join. 

On May 25 tho two commandoes were drawn up facing each other on 
opposite banks of the Rhcnoster River, and remained in that position for 

. threo hours. Threatened from the north as well as the oouth, Pretorius felt 
his ehance of success WIJJI small, and he therefore sent out Commandant Paul 
Kruger with a flag of truce to propose that a pacifio settlement should be made. 

Here indeed is a very close parallel, but tho climax is still to come. The 
treaty arrived at was practically an apology on the part of tl1e South Afric&n 
Republic. Many citizens of the Freo State who bad joined the northern 
forces moved over the Vaal aftor this event. Those who remained and. those 
who had been prcviou.;ly arrested were brought to trial for high treason, One 
me.n was sentenced to death, but the sentence was mitigated subsequently to 

· & fine i others- were fined. These fines were again still further mitigated at 
the solicitation of Messrs. Paul Kruger and Steyn, until it came to little more 
than a ten.pound n.ote apiece. , 

There wo have the story of President Kruger and his friends playing 
exactly the part Dr.Jm:neson and the Johannesburg Reformers tried to 
do. As Potchefstroom rose under Mr. Kruger against the oligo.rchal 
rule of Lydenburg, so Johannesburg was to rise against Pretoria. The 
Potiihofstroom Republic under Pretorius and Kruger made a raid a Ia. 
J a.meson into the Orange Free State for political purposes, to ~ncourage 
those who were believed to be anxious to effect & union. And just as 
J atneson failed against the Government of Pretoria, so Prctorius failed 
against the Government of the Orange Free State. In 1857 it was 
Paul Kruger, not Dr. Jameson, who hoisted the white Bag. The Free 
Staters who had tried to help Kruger's .raid were arrested just as the 
J ohannesburgers were; but although one of them was condemned to 
death, all of them were released, by the intervention of Mr. Kruger 
himself,, on paying a slight fine. 

History h118 repeated itself indeed; but the offence of Dr. Jameson 
is surely less than that of Mr. Kruger, if we are to pay heed to the 
records of the Free State Volksraad, wherein It is written that on a 
certain day the President stated in open Rnad that proof had been 
obtained of a proposed combined attack on the Free State by the Trans· 
vaal Boers, led by Pretorius and Kruger on the one· side and the 
Basutos \lllder Moshesh on the other- & horrible and unnatural 
alliance which was not effected only because Moshesh could not trusl 
his professed a.llies. The Raad thereupon publicly gave thanks to the 

_ A.hnighty, who had reve&led and frustrated this • hideous complol,' 
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CHAPTER vn 
AFT !Ill 1>0 ORNKOI' 

Tns news of Dr. J nmeson's surrender was received in Johannesburg 
towards mid-day, at first with derision, but o.s report after report came 
in, each coufirming and supplementing the other, no room for doubt 
wae left, and a scene of the wildest excitement ensued. It is not too 
much to say that not one' person in a hundred, no matter what his 
political leanings were, had doubted for a moment Dr. Jameson's 
ability to force his way into Johannesburg, There is not the slightest 
indication in the newspapers of the time, which without doubt reflected 
every varying mood and repeated every rumour which it was possible 
to Mtch from an excited people, that there was in any man's mind a 
suspicion that the Boers would be able to stop the invader. In the 
first place, no one believed that they could mobilize sufficiently quickly 
to oppose him, and in the second place, he was understood to have a 
force of 800 men so admirably equipped and trained that it would not 
be possible for 5,000 Boers hurriedly called together to intercept him, 

All this, however, wo.s forgotten when it came to accounting for the 
disaster; or rather, the previous convictions only added strength to the 
rage of disappointment. The public by that time knew of the letter of 
Invitation; it had been taken on the battle-field, and news of it was 
telegraphed in, and apart from this the writers had made no secret of 
it. But, what the public did not know, and what, If they had known" 
it, would not have appealed with similar force, was the efforts made to 
stop Jameson and the practical withdrawal of the letter before he had 
started. It was sufficient for them during the few remaining hours of 
that day to recall that Jameson had come in, that he had fought against 
groat odds, and that when aimost reaching his goal he had been taken 
prisoner for want of assistance. It is perfectly true that in their rage 
of grief and disappointment men were willing to march out with pick· 
handles to rescue him, if there were not rifles enough to arm them, 
While the excitement lasted this was the mood, and the Reform Com· 
mittee were the scapegoats. The attitude of the crowd was due to 
ignorance of the circumstances and natural emotion which could not 
be otherwise vented. The excitement had greatly abated by the 
following morning, and it was realized then that the position was 
practically but little worse than that which the Reform Committee had 
offered to take up when they tendered their persons as security for the 
evacuation of the country by the invading force, and had proposed to 
continue the struggle without their aid. 

The reports received by the Johannesburg people were to the effect 
that the surrender had been condltional upon the sparing of the Uvea 
of the force. Indeed, the first reports agreed that J amoscn, upon 
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receipt of the High Commissioner's l'll•··•tv rop;"-':l:)Jaid down his 
arms; but upon the return of Mr. Lace (whose .~F:,,on !Ins been ex· 
plained) it was realized that this was not the cnse. A Iator account 
showed that Jameson had surrendered to Coq;mlltldant Cronjtl on the 
condition that the lives of all should be spored, and this version of the 
surrender was published in the Johannesburg newspapers. When 
further accounts were received from Pretoria and Ii.rugersdorp, stating 
that the surrender had been unconditional, and that tbere was grave 
doubt as to what would be done with Dr. Jameson, it was surmised as 
an explanation that he had declined to bargain for his own life, and 
had merely stipulated that those of his followers should be spared. 

On Friday the news that it was contemplated to shoot Dr. Jameson 
caused a frenzy of horror and excitement in the town, Every effort 
was made by tho Reform Committee and its supporters to maintain 
strictly the position which the Government had suggested through 
their Commission on Wednesday, lest some untoward incident should 
turn the trembling balance against Dr. Jameson and his men; nor 
were the Committee alone in the desire to maintain that position. On 
Friday and on Saturday communications were received from the local 
Government officials, and from Commandant.Gcneral Joubert through 
the British Agent, drawing the attention of the Committee to alleged 
breaches of the arrangement. The allegations were satisfactorily dis. 
proved; but the communications clearly i!lOicated that tho Government 
were most desirous of maintaining the position in relation to Johannes· 
burg which they hod laid down before the first battle with Dr. Jame· 
eon's forces. 

Information was received on Thursday that the High Commissioner · 
would leaye Capetown for Pretoria at 9 p.m. that night. It had been 
a matter of surprise that, the arrangement having been entered into 
with him early on Wednesday, he baa not found it conv'-nient to start 
for some thirty· six hours. Considering how senuusly he bad interfered 
with the movement-first by his proclamation, and next by concerted 
action with the Government for a pe~Weful settlement-it had been 
naturally assumed that he would not lose a moment in leaYing Cape· 
town for the scene of trou!,Je. Such, however, was not the case. 

It has been alleged that the arrangement made between the Trans
vaal Government and the High Commissioner with a view to a peaceful 
settlement bore only upon Dr. Jameson's action, and that it was not 
contemplated that there should be any interference between the 
Government and its own subjects in J oha.nnesbnrg. In answer to this 
It may be noted that the High Commissioner had in the first place 
offered hie services, and that those services had been declined by the 
Tra.nsvaal Government 1 but that the latter, on realizing the serious
ness of the position which they were called upon to face, and acting, II 
Ia slated, upon the advice of Mr. J, H. Hc;'":.neyr, the recoen~Bed leader 
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of the Dutch A\._ , ""',Jape Colony, reconsidered this refusal 
and urgently b~flougnt the High Commissioner to go up to Pretoria and 
use his infhronce to effect a peaceful settlement. This arrangement, 
together with the promise of the redress of grievances, had been made 
known to the deputation of the Reform Committee by the Governmenl 
Commission in Pretoria, as hW! already been stated-the Governmenl 
well knowing that J ohanneshurg was in arms and a party to the 
arrangement with Dr. Jameson. 

Dr. Jomeson surrendered at 9.30 a.m. on Thursday. The High 
Commissioner did not leave Capetown until 9 p.m. the same day. 
There had therefore been ample time !or the Government to intimate 
to him their opinion that matters had been satisfactorily settled and 
that they did not need his services any longer, had they held such an 
opinion. As a matter of fact, that was by no means their opinion. 
They considered that they had yet to deal with 20,000 armed men in 
Johanneoburg, 1111d that they had to do that, if possible, without pro· 
voking a civil war, which would inevitably result in the long-run to 
their disadvantage, however great their success mighl be over the 
Johannesburg people in the meantime. They not only allowed the 
High Commissioner to proceed to Pretoria on the understanding 
originally effected, but they took steps to remind the Hcform Com· 
mittee on several occasions that they were expected to adhere to the 
arrangement entered i~to. And such was the position when the ~h 
Commissioner arrived on the night of Saturday, the 4th. 

Sir Hercules R<>binson proceeded direct to Pretoria, but did not 
tronsact any business until Monday, abstaining, in deference to the 
feelings of the Boers, from any discussion of business matters on the 
Sabbath. On Sunday, however, he received information from the 
Reform Committee as to the arrangements entered into with the 
Government. He was also informed that threats had been made by 
persons who without d Jubt were speaking the mind of the Government, 
that if any trouble should take place with Johannesburg, Dr. J arneson 
and probably many of his comrades would be shot. It was not stated 
that the Transvaal Government or authorities would officio.lly counte· 
nance &llY such act, or would authorize it even as the result of a trial; 
but the statement which was made by everyone from the Presidenl 
downwa.rd was that, in the event of any fighting in Johannesburg, the 
burghers would be so much enraged and so beyond control, that the 
prisoners who had caused a.ll the trouble would inevitably be shot, II 
Is • part of Boer diplomacy to make as much use as possible of every 
weapon that comes to hand "~thout too great a regard for the decencies 
of government as they occur to the minds of every civilized people, 
and it Is not at all unusual to find the President proclaiming at one 
moment that some course must be taken to prevent disaster, for the 
reason that he cannot be answerable for hie burghers in their excited 
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state, and at another moment indignantly repr ?~'ng..,the sugges
tion that they would be guilty of any step that c.n.~d be conRidered 
unworthy of the most civilized of peoples, In fact, su~h exhibitions 
were repeatedly given by him at a later stage when dea.ing with the 
Reform prisoners. . -· 

Before any communication was received from the High Coiih."Q.is
sioner on Monday, messages h•d been received by the members of the 
Reform Committee to the effect that the laying down of arms would 
be absolutely necessary to insuro·the safety of Jameson and his men. 
The Reform Committee had then learnt that the two messengers sent 
to stop Dr. Jameson-Major Heo.ny and C~ptain Holden-had reached 
him, and had come in with him, and were at that moment prisoners 
with him in Pretoria. They had also heard of the reception liccordod 
to Sir J nco bus de Wet's despatch and tho High Commissioner's pro
clamation, so that it WIIS abund~ntly clear that the incursion hnd been 
mads in defiance of the wishes of the lendere, whatever other reosons 
there might have been to prompt it. But the public who constituted 
tho movement were still under the impression that Dr. Jameson was a 
very fine fellow, who had come in in a chivalrous manner to help those 
whom he had believed to be in distress. There was, however, no 
division of opinion as to what should be done; even those who fell 
most sore about the position in which they had boon placed did nol 
hesitate for a moment. The fir.t and for the time being the only 
consideration was the safety of Dr. Jameson and his comrades. 

The events and negotiations of the days preceding the arrest of the 
Reformers have been the subject of so much discussion and so much 
misunderstanding, that it will be _better, as far as possible, to compile 
tho history from original documents or the published and properly 
authenticated copies. In Blue Book (C. 7,933] the following Is 
published: 

, Sm ll•nctrLES RoBINSON (Preloria) I.e :MJ.<. CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Tele{ffaphic. Rudved 1.8 a.m., 6th January, 1896.) 

5th January. No. 3.-Arrived hero last night. Position of affairs very 
critical. On side of Government of South African Republic and of Omnge 
Free State there is a desire to show moderation, but Boers show tendency to 
get out of hand and to demand exwution of Jameson. I am told that 
Government of South African Repoblic will demand disarmament of Johannes· 
burg as a condition precedent to negotiations. Their military prepo.ra.tions 
are now practically complete, and Joha.nnesburg, if besieged, could not hold 
out, D8 they are short of water and coal. On side of Johannesburg leaders 

. desire to be moderate, but men mn.ke safety of Jameson and concession of 
items in manifesto issued conditions pr-ecedent to disarm'\mcnt. If these are 
refu.sed, they a.<Sort they will elect their own leadet~ and fight it out in their 
own way. As the mo.ttcr now stands, I see great difficulty in avoiding civil 
waf; but I will do my best, and telegraph result of my official interview 
to.morrow. It is .,.id that !'resident of South African l\rpuLlio intewls to 
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make aomo de.z:-~.wlth respect to 'Article No. f of the Landon Convention 
afl88i, ·. 

a. OnAllnERLAIN 1<1 8111 HEIIOuLU RoBINSON, ,. 
.. . (Telegraphic. Jarnw.ry 6, !896.) 

eJr January. N a. 3.-It ia reported in the pre.ss telegrams the President 
·of the South African Republic en December 30 held aut definite hopes that 
coneeosians would be proposed in regard to education and the franchiSe. No 
overt ll<Jt of hostility appears to have been committed by the Johannesburg 
people since the overthrow at Jameson. The statement that arms and 
ammunition are stored in that town in large qttAntities may be only one of 
mtmy bonsts without foundation. Under these circumstances. active measures 
against tho town do not seem to be urgently required at tho present moment, 
and I da hope no sl<lp will be tsken by the President of the South African 
l(cpublioliable to cause more bloodshed and oxciU. civil war in tho Republic, 

Those e.re followed in the se.mo volume by No. 89: 

Sm HERCULES ROBINSON (Prdurio.) to Ma. CHAMBERLAIN, 

(Tckvrapkie. Reuived 7th Jarnw.ry, 1896.) 

6th January. No. 2.-Met President South African Republic and Execu· 
tive Council to-dny. Before opening proooedings, I oxpre.ssed on behalf of 
Her Majesty's Government my sinoore regret at the unwarrantable raid mada 
by Jameson; also thanked Government of South African Republic for the 
moderation shown under trying ciroumstsnces. With re(l'rd to Johannes· 
burg, President of South African Republic announced deciston of Government 
to be that Johannesburg must lay down its arms unconditionally as a precedent 
to an1 discussion and consideration of grievances. I endeavoured to obtain 
some mdication of the steps that would be taken in the event of disarmament, 
but without sucooss, it baing intimated that Government of South African 
Republic had nothing more to say on this subject than had bsen already 
embodied in proclamation of President of South African Republic. I 
inquired as to whether any decision had bsen come to as regards disposal of 
prisoners, and received a reply in the negative, President of South African 
Republic said that, ae bill burghers to the nUJJJberof 8,000 had been collected, 
and could not bo asked to remain indefinitely, he must request a reply, 'Yes' 
or 'No,' to this ultimatum within twenty.four hours. I have communicau.d 
decision of South African Republic to Reform Committee at Jobenncsburg 
through British Agent in South African Republic, · 

The burgher levies are in ouch an excited statAl over tho invasion of their 
country that I believe President of South African Republic could not control 
thew except in tho event of unconditional surrender. I have privately 
recommended them to ll<lOOpt ultimatum. Proclamation ofPresidcntof South 
African Republic refers to promise to oonsider all grievances which are 
properly submitted, and to lay the same before tho Legislature without delay. 

On January 7 Mr. Che.mberlain replied: 

No. I.-I approve of your advice to Jol1annesburg. Kruger will be wise 
not to proceed to extremities at Johannesburg or elsewhere; otherwise tho 
evil animosities alroady aroused may be dangerously excited. 

And on the same dRy Sir Hercules Robinson telegraphed: 
No. I.-Your telegram of January 6, No.2. It would be most inexpedient 

to send troops to b!afeking at tlus moment, and there is not the elighteoo 
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necessity for such a step, as there ill no d••&•r {y ~ Kimbe-rley volunteer 
corps or from Mafeking. I have sent De Wet With .• Jlllatum this morning to 
Jobanneaburg, and believe arms will be loid dowu un~onditionally. I under• 
stend in such case Jameson and all priJlonere will be handed over to me. 
Prospect now very hopeful if no injudicious steps are token. Please leave 
matter in my hands. 

On Monday Sir Jacobus do Wet, acting under the instructions of the 
High Commissioner, telegraphed !rom Pretoria to the Reform Com
mittee, Johallllesburg, informing them that the High Commissioner 
had seen the President and Executive that morning; that he had been 
informed that as a condition precedent to the discussion and consider&· 
tion of grievances the Government required that the Johannesburg 
people should lay down their arms, and that the Government gave 
them twenty-four hours-from 4 p.m. that day-in which to accept or 
reject that ultimatum. The Committee replied that it would receive 
their earnest consideration. 

Notwithstanding the fact that such a condition had been anticipated, 
the ultimatum was very uolavourably received, a large 11umber of 
those present protesting that the Uitlander• were being led little by 
little into a trap, that the Boers, as was their wont, would never keep 
faith with them, that in the end they would find themselves betrayed, 
and that it would be better, at no matter what cost, to make a fight for 
it, and attempt to rescue Dr. Jameson and his party. The last sug· 
gestion was a mad one, and alter some consideration, and hearing the 
representations of Sir Sidney Shippard and Mr. Seymour Fort, who 
had -been in communication with the High Commissioner on the 
previous day in Pretori• and were used by him as uootllcial agents, 
the matter was more cahiily considered by the Committee. It was 
very well realized that a struggle between Johannesburg and the Boer 
forces would have been an absolutely hopeless one for those who took 
part in it; but there was a determination to secure the objects lor the 
attainment ol which the agitation had been started, and it was believed 
that if a firm stand were taken, such was the justice of the cause of the 
Uitlanders, that the Government would not be able to refuse definite 
terms as to what reforms they would· introduce, besides assuring the 
safety of Dr. Jameson. , 

While the discussion was proceeding another telegram was roceircd 
from the British agenl, saying that, under instructions from the High 
Commissioner, ho was proceeding in person to Johall!lesburg to meet 
the Reform Committee e.nd explain matters to them, The meeting 
took place on the morning of Tuesday, and Sir Jacobus de Wet pointed 
out to the Committee the perilous position in which Dr. Jameson and 
his comrades were placed, owing to the hesitation of the Uitlander• to 
accept the ultimatum of the Government. He read again a.nd again 
the following telegram from the High Commissioner, w hieh had been 
despatched from Pretoria early that morning an~. received by the 

- .. 
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British Agent in J oh~umbnrg when on Jilis way to meet the Reform 
Committee: 

Urg<111,.-Yon ;nould inform the Joh&nnO!lburg people that I oonsider that 
if they lay down their arms they will bo acting loyally &nd honour&Liy, and 
that if they do not comply with my requO!lt they forfeit all claim to sympathy 
from Her Majesty'• O<>nrnment and from British subjecto throughout the 
world, .. the lives of Jameson and the prisoners ore now practically in their 
hands. 

In reply to remarks about grievances, Sir J Mob us de Wei slated 
thai the Uitlanders could nol expect nuder the circumstances anything 
more favourable than the discussion ond consideration of the grievances 
with the High Commissioner, as had been promised, ~>Dd added that, if 
there were any spirit of reason in 'the community al n.ll, they would be 
content to leave their case in the hands of so e1perienced a statesman 
as Sir Hercules Robinson, a man whose instinct ~>Dd training were 
towards fair and decent government. 

In the course of a very long discussion, Sir Jacobus de Wet was 
asked if he did nol consider tho Boer Government capable of 1>!1 act of 
treachery truch as disarming the community and then proceeding to 
wreak their ~engeance upon those whom they might eoneider responsible 
for the agitation. According to tho evidence of a number of those who 
were present, his reply was that ' not a hair of the head of any man in 
Johannesburg would be touched.' The discussion wae resumed at 
various times and in various forms, when different groups of men had 
oppol'lunities of questioning the British Agent themselves. When 
queelioned again more definitely a.e to wh•ther this immunity would 
be extended lo the lenders-those who had signed the letter-Sir 
Jacobus de Wet replied again in the affirmative. ·To another member, 
who had Mked the same question in another form, he said, 'Not one 
among you 'll'illlose his personal liberty for a single hour. John Bull 
would never allow it.' In reply to the remark, 'John Bull has had to 
put up with a good deal in this country. What do you mean by 
"John Bull"?' he answered, 'I mean the British Government could 
not possibly allow such a thing.' 

It woudd have been an easy and no doubt a proper ~>Dd reasonnble 
precaution had the Reformers insisted upon a etatement in writing of 
the terms upon which they laid down their arms. There were, how
ever, two considerations which weighed against any bargain of this 
sort. The first was the overwhelming ~>Dd paramount consideration of 
insuring Dr. Jameson's safety; and the other was the belief (not 
eeriously shaken by suggestions to the contrary) that the Government 
would be obliged to abide by the spirit of the terms arranged on 
J~>Duary 1, because the High Commissioner would insist upon it as the 
vital condition under which he was endeavouring to effect the dis
armament of J ohanneaburg. That Sir Hercudes Robinson well realized 
his responsibility to the Uitlander, but found it inconvenient or im-
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possible to accept it at a l~ter stage, Is shoW!1 by his own reports. On 
January 7 he telegraphed to Mr. Chamberla:~ as follows: 

y...,. tde'fTam No. 8 of January 6. I need "'""only •ay that I havo jUI!t 
reuived a""""~~' from Ref.,.,. Commillte reso/vi"1! lo cqmply with thma!Ul of 

· South Aj'ril;an Repu!Jli< to lay dtMn eMir arm•; IM p•qple placing tMm.elvM 
(I a!Ul) their inkrests unreservedly ill my hands in fM fullesl eonjidenee that I 
VJill su juslia done to fhom. I have reaived also (/to follo11Ji"11 from British 
agent, dated 7th J an1li:lry: 

BefliM: I have sont tho following telegram to His Honour the Prcsidcnt : 
I have met the Reform Cominitteo. ,Am gratified with the spirit shown in 

the discussion of the all·irnportent present position. The Committee handed 
me the following rcsolution-BegiM: The Reform Committee in Johannes
burg, having soriously considered the ultimatum of the Government of the 
South African Republic communicated to them through Her Majesty's Agent 
at Preteria,"in a telegram dated 6th instant, to the elfect that Johannesburg 
must lsy down ite arms as & condition precedent tot\ discussion nnd considera~ 
tion of grievances, ha.ve unanimously decided to comply with this demand, 
and hove given instructiona to the citizens •mployed by this Committee for 
maintaining good order to lny down their arms. In coming to this deter· 
mino.tion, the Committee rely upon the Gove~'nmcnt that it will mnintain law 
and order, and protect life and pi'Operty in this town at this critical juncture. 
The Committee have been actuated by a paramount desire to do everything· 
possible to insuro the safety of Dr. J nmeson and his men, t<> advance tile 
amicable discuosivn of krms of selllew':irt ••'ill• the Government, a!Ul t<> •uppQrt 
the High CllmmissiorUJT in his efforts in this respect, The Committee would 

· draw the attention of the Government of tho Republic to the presence of 
. armed burgher forces in tho immediate vicinity of this town, and would 
earnestly desire that these forces be removed in order to avoid all risk of any 
disturbance of the fublic peace. Resolutinn <11ds. I wish to add to my 
above remarks that feel convinced there will he no further difficulty in con
nection with tho laying down of their arms. I would suggest that tho 
Government co.opcrate with the Refonn Committee for a day or two for tho 
purpose of restoring the town to it. normal state. This will only toke a day 
or two, and those who are excited among the people will by that time ha.vo 
Clllmcd down, and the police can resume their ordinary duties. Tho Com
mittee will co·operate in this roatter. This course will very much facilitate 
the task of your Government if it meets with your approval. Ends. 

The High Commissioner concluded the above telegram with the 
following significant sentence: 

I hqpe now to be abl< to confer wilk fM President of fM South African 
:&public a!Ul Exuutive Cau.ncil as to pri8oners and the r<dre3s of Johannesburv 
'fTI<va.nctJ. 

On the Btb be again telegraphed: 
~Referring to your telegram of the 7th lnst., No. I, I consider that so far 

throughout this matter Kruger has behaved v~ry well. He suspended 
hostilities pending my arrival, when Johannesburg was at his mercy; and 
in opposition to a very generol feeling of the Executive Council and of tho 
bnrghers who have been clamouring for JnmMon's life, he ha.s now determined . 
to hand over Jameson and tho other prisonc"· If Jameson hed been tried 
here there can be no doubt that he would have been shot, and perhaps some 
of hie collcaguce aho. The excitement of tho public is now CAlmed down. 
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•I shall try to-W.y to make arrangements ~ith Kruger., to taking over tho 
prisone111, and I wiU etmfer wil.h him .., to redressing till grievances ofiM 
ruidenU of Johanne.lmrg "'' th< bMia of your l<legram of till 4th instant. I 
have g;..., Kruger a copy of '/ur.t l<l'fl"am. 

And later on the same day: 
Since my telegram, l!lo. 1, of this morning mattenJ have not been going so 

smoothly. When the Executive Council met, I received a message that only 
1,814 ritiCll and threo Maxim guns had been ourrendercd, which the Govern· 
mont of the ~outh African Republio did not consider a fulfilment of the 
ultimatum, and orders would be immediately issued to a commando to attack 
Johannesburg. I at onca replied that the ultimahtm required tho surrender 
of guns and ammunition for which no permit of importation had been ob· 
tained, and that onus rested with Transvaal Government to show that guns 
and ammunition were concealed for which no permit hnd been issned. If 
before this was done any hostile ot.p were taken against Johannesburg, I 
ohou!d consider it to be a violation of the undertaking for which I had made my· 
self personally responsible to the .People of Johannesburg, and I should leave 
the issue in hands of Her liajesty s Government. This had a sobering effect, 
and the order for the attack on Johannesburg was countcnnnnded, and it was 
arranged that tho Transvaal officiate should accompany Her MaJesty's Agent 
to Johannesburg, and point out to him if they could where arms were COD· 
cooled. Her llajosty's Agent left at I p.m. to·day for Johannesburg for this 
purpose. 

The explanation of the change, I take It, 19 that Kroger has groat difficul· 
ties to contend with among his own people. The apparent object is to prove .. 
that people of Johannesburg have not fulfilled the conditions which were to 
precede the handing over of the prisoners and consideration of grievances, I 
ehould not be surprised if, before releasing the prisoners or redressing griev
ances, an attempt were now made to extort an alteration of the London Con
vention of 1884, and the abrogation of Article No. ~ of that instrument. 1 
i11tt1Ul, if I find thai. till Johanne.burg people have oubsW.ntially wmplied wil.h. 
the ultima.lnm, to in.sisl on tM fuljiJ:mem of promisu as regard-. pr;.qr~ero a1!d 
cansidera.lion of grievan«J, and will not allow at this stage the introduction 
of any fresh conditione as regards tho London Convention of 188,, Do you 
approvo I 

The Reform Committee published the following official notice on 
Tuesday afternoon : 

The Reform Committee notify hereby that all rifles issued for the dcfenca 
of life and property in town and the mines are to bo returned at once to tho 
Centre! Office in oidcr to enable the Committ.e to carry out the agreement 
with the Government, upon the faithful observance of which so much is 
dependent. . 

The Committee desire to make it known that late last night they received 
an ultimation from Her Majesty's Agent in Pretoria to the effect that the 
decision of the Government was that Johannesburg must lay do1111 its arms as 
a condition precedent to·tho discussion and consideration of grievances. 

The Committee met this morning to consider the position, and it was 
nn~nimously resolved to accept the ultimatum of the Government for rC89ons 
whtch the following commumcations sufficiently explain: 

Here followed the High Commissioner's telegram to Sir Jacobus de 
Wet urging disarmament, already given, and the following memo· 
randum: 
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Sir Jaoobus de Wet, ller Majesty's Agent •t Protoria, bas notified to the 
Committoe that he hM boon officially informed by the Government in Pretoria 
that upon Johannesburg laying down its arms Dr, Jomesou will bo handod 
over to Her ll!ejesty's High Commissioner. , 

Joh•nneeburg, 711> January, 
The above is correct.-

J. A. DB WET, ' 
H.B.ll!. Agent. 

By Order. 

The Committoe con add nothing to tho above, and feel that there will not 
be one man among the thousands who have joined the Reform movement who 
will not find it eonoistcnt with honour and humanity to co-operate loyally in 
the carrying out of the Committoe's decision. 

Dy ordor of the Committee. 

On Wednesday the investigations effected by the Government, with 
the aid of the Reform Committee, established the fact that the ulti. 
malum had been complied with; but the juggling with Dr. Jameson's 
life continued for some days. On Thursday, the 9th, the High Com· 
missioner ,reoeived a communioation from the President, in which 
occurred the following sentenoo: • As I had already caused your 
Excellency to be informed, it Is really my intention to act in this 
sense (i.e., hand over Dr. Jameson and men), so thst Dr. Jameson 
and the British subjects who were under his command may then be 
punished by Her Majesty's Government, and I will make known to 
your Excellency the final decision in this matter as soon aa Joli.O!Miea· 
huru shall have rwerted to a contUtion of quietnus and order.' 

In the face of this and many other significant messages and expres
sions which reached Sir Hercules Robinson, it is not to be wondered at 
that he considered Dr. Jameson's life to be in peril, and that ho 
regarded, as he distinctly said he did, disarmament by Johannesburg 
as the only means of saving him; but what is less pardonable is that 
he did not pin Presi~ent Kruger to this, and demand an explanation 
when it became known that J o.meeon and his men were secured by the 
conditione of the surrender. The truth is that the wily old Boer 
rresident, by a species of diplomacy whioh does not now commend 
itself to civilized people, managed to jockey enrybody with whom he 
had any dealings. He ie much in the position of e. certain financier 
who, after a vain effort to justify his proceedings, turned at last in 
desperation upon his critics and said: 'Well, I don't care what view 
yo~ hold of it. You can have the morality, but I've gol the cash.' 

Late in the evening of the 9th the following proclllJllation was 
published: 

Whereas by resolution of the Government of the South African Republic, 
dated Monday, the 6th of January, 1896, whereby to all persona at Johannes· 
.burg and suburbs twenty-four hours were granted to hand over and to lay 
down to the Government unconditionally all arms and ommunition for which 
no permit could bo shown, and 
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' WJ.ercM the said period of twenty-four hours bas alrcadv expired on Tu'!· 
day, the 7th of .Januar,r, 1896, •nd whereas the so-called Reform Committee 
and other British snbJOOts have consented and decided to comply uncon· 
ditionally with the resolution of the Government, and 

Whereas •undry persons already have laid down their arms and ammuni
tion, &nd have handed them over to the Gonrnmcnt, and 

Whereas the laying down ond giving over of the said arms and ammunition 
is still proceedin~, and · 

Whereas it is desiroble and proper that this be done ., soon as possible, and 
in o. proper way, and thnt a term bo fixed thereto, · . 

Now I, Stephanua Johannes Paulus Kruger, StAte President of the South 
Afriean Republic, with the advice and consent of the Executive Council, by 
virtue of Article 5 of their minutes, datod 9th January, 1896, proclaim 
that further time will be given for that purpose until FRIDAY, tho lOth 
JA:<UARY, !806, at 6 p.m. 

All persons or corporations with whom, after tho expiration of that period, 
o.rms or o.mmunition will be found, for which no permit granted by Govern· 
ment ca.n be shown, will be dealt with according to la.w; and 

Whereas the layiog down a.nd handing over of the said arms and o.mmuni· 
tion should h:i\'e been effected unconditionally, 

Now I further proclaim that all persons who hove already 'Aid do1vn and 
giYen over the sni1l arms and ammunition, or who sha.ll h:n·e dono so before 
Friday, the lOth January, 1806, at 6 p.m., shall be exempted from all prose· 
cution, and will be forgiven for tho misdeeds that h.ve taken place at Johan· 
nesh\trg a.nd suLurbs, a:apt all pl"''SOM and wrporati<m3 wM will apprar to be 
the chi.rf oif=lm, ri>ll]lll>ders, lm<krs, iMtigrwm, and those wlw have c«usd 
the rebellion at Johnn,..W.r9 and sni>Uro•. 

Such persons and corporations shall ha.Ye to answer for their deeds before 
the legal and competent courts of this Republic. 

I further procbim that I will address the inhabitants of Johannesburg to
morrow by a separate proclama.tion. 

God •au Land and People. 
Given under my hand at the Government Office at Pretoria on 

this Ninth Day ,of January, in the Year One Thousand 
Eight Hundred and Ninety-six. 

S. J. P. Kni'GF.Rr 
Stale Presi<lem. 

C. VAN Bo&.'lCJJOTEN, 
Acti>IIJ State Secretary. 

The grim, caution~ method of the President was never bettor ilius
trated than by these proclatnntions and the concurrent actions. In no 
part of his diplomatic career h~s he better stage-managed the business 
than he did here. To the world at large these addresses commend 
themselves no doubt as rcnsonable and moderate, and they establish a 
record which will always speak for him when the chronology of events 
is lost ; but the true worth of it au· is only appreciated when one 
realizes that the first proclamation extending the time for disarmament 
at>d promising amnesty to Rll except the leaders, was not issued until · 
two days alter the Government had satisfied themselves that the dis
armament had been completed, and that it was deliberately held back 
until the police and burghers were in the outskirts of the town ready 
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to pounce upon the men with whom they haa
1
'been treating. It is an 

absolute fact that the Reform Committeemen, who had offered to 
effect the peaceful settlement seemingly desired by all parties, who had 
used every means in their power to convince the Government that 
disarming was being effected in a bond fide and cotnplete manner, and 
who had themselves suppli.ed the Government in good faith with any 
documents they had showing the number of guns and the amount of 
ammunition which had been at the disposal of the Reform Committca, 
had not the remotest suspicion that 1111 act of treachery was in con· 
bmplation, nor any hint that the Government did not regard them as 
amnestied by virtue of tho negotiations ; and it is a fact that when thu 
proclamation of the 9th was i .. ucil the detectives were wc.iting at the 
clubs, hotels, and houses to arrest the members of the Reform Com· 
ruittee, and that the Reformers did not know of the proclamation 
exempting them from the 'Forgive and Forget' until after they ha~ 
been seized. 

On the loth the address promised to the inhabitants of J oh1111nesburg 
duly appeared. 

After reviewing recent events, it concluded with this appeal: 
-

Now I address you with full confiolencel Strengthen the hands of th, 
Government, &nd work together with them to make thio Republic a country 
where all inhabitants, so to s~y, live fraternally together. }'or months and 
months I haye thought which alt.rations and emendations would)Je dcsir&Lio 
in the Go\o·ernmcnt of th\s St&te, but the unwarrantable instigation•, espe· 
ciallr of the press, have kept me back. The ""'' men who no\v appear in 
pubhc as tho leaders ban demanded amendments from me in & timo aml 
'llanner which they should not have dared to use in their own country out qf 
fear ol the penal law. -Through this it was mnde impossible for me and my 
burghers, the founders of this Republic, to take your proposals into consider3t, 
tion. It is my intention to submit a draft law at the fi111t ordinary session 
of the Volksraad, whereby a municipality with a Mayor at it. head will b0 
appointed for Johannesburg, to whom the whole municipal government of thi, 
town will be entrusted. According to all constitutional principlea, such 3 
municipal council should be •rpointcd by the election of the inhabitants. 1 
ask you earne8tly, with your hand upon your heart, to answer me this qucs· 
lion: Da"' I, and ehould I, after all that has happened, propose such to th~ 
Volksraad I What I myself answer to this question is, I know that ther~ 
are tboUMnds in Johannesburg to whom I can with confidence entrust thi~ 
right to vote in municipal matters. Inhabitant. of Joh•nnesburg, make ip 
posaible for the Go"rnment to •ppoar before the Volkuaad with the motto 
'Forget and Forgive.' 

(Signed) S. J. P. KRUGER, 
· St<rU PruillenJ, 

One would think that anyone gifted with even a moderate sense of 
humour would have been restrained by it from issuing a second pro· 
clamation on top of the elaborate fooling of the first. Is it possible to 
imagine any other community or any other Government in the world 
in which the ruler could eerioualy eet to work to promulgate two such 

7 
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proclamations, saudwieriing as they diu those acts which may ho 
reglll'dcd as· the practical expmsion -diametrically opposed to tho 
publlihed e~presslon-of his intentions ? 

In the moantimo lhe negotiations concerning Dr. Jameson were 
dragl;ing on. Alter securing tho disarm amen I of J ohanuesburg and 
gettin~; rid of the troublesome quostion of the dispos!l! of Jameson, and 
after refusing lor several days (to quoto tho gist ol tlte High Com
mi.,ioner's telcgre.m, Blue Book, No. 125 (C. 7,933)) to allow the 
necessary arrangements for the deportation of the men to be made, 
Mr. Kruger suddenly called upon the High Co=issioner to have · 
them removed at once, intimating at the snme time \hat It was the 
decision of tho Etecutire thai all the prisoner., except the Transvaal 
and :Free State subjects, whom he would retain, should be sent to 
Englond to be tried according to English law. It wo.s pointed out 
th•t it w~s only contemplated to send tho officers for trial. To this 
Mr. Kruger replied: 'In such case the whole question must be re· 
considered.' The High Commissioner at once telegraphed lor the 
decision ol Her Maje•ty's Government, st•ting that it was the opinion 
ol Sir Jacobus de Wet and Sir Graham Bower, who had represen.ted 
hina at the interview with the Transvaal Government, that, if the whole 
lot were not sent home to be dealt with according to English law, they 
would be tried in Pretoria, with a result which he feared would be 
deplorable, To this bfr. Chambcrl~in replied : 

Astonished that Council should hMitate to fulfil tho engogemcnt which we 
undmtood w., made by !'resident with you, and confirmed by the Queen, on 
the faith of which you oocured disarmament of Johannesburg. Any delay 
will produce worst impro!ISion here, and ma.y lea.d to serious consequences, 1 
h•vo alroa<ly prorui90d that til tho le.ders shall be brought to trial imme· 
diately; but it would bo absurd w try the rank and file, who only ~bcyed 
ordct-s tthich they could not refuse. If desired we may, howeYer, engage to 
bring I<> England all who are not domiciled in South Africa; but we' cannot 
undertake w bring all the rank and file w trio!, for that would make a farce 
of the whole proceedings, and is contrary to tho praetice of all civilized 
Government.. A• regards • pledge that \hey shall be punished, the President 
will !!lee on consideration that although a Government can order 11 prosecution, 
it cannot in a.ny free country compel a conviction, You may remind him 
that tho murdcre111 of Major Elliot, who wore tried in the Transvaal in 1881, 
were acquitted by "/'ury of burghe111, Compare ai!O the treatmont by us of 
Stel!aland and other reebootci'J. 

Tbo result of this communication was that the President drew in bis 
horns, and agreed thnt if the prisoners were deported to England he 
would be satisfied to lot the British Government decide which of them 
should be prosecuted. 

The succeso of his diplomatio methods bad whetted his appetite, it 
would appear. Tie was not content with the concitiono.l surrender of 
Dr. Jameson, or-having suppressed the fact that it was condition!l! 
-with having used hina for the purpose of disarming Johannesburg, 
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but, having achieved both purposes, Mr. Kruger wc.a stil./' .emous of 
keeping him in hand. This, however, WllS a length to which the 
British Government did not sea fit to go : but there Is no evidence in 
the correspondence which has passed tending to show that even then 
Sir Herculoo Robinson perceived bow be ..-c.a being mnil.o use or and 
played with by the President. 

On the night of the 9th and tho morning or the lOth the rnQmbers of 
the Reform Committee, to the number of about sixty, were arrested 
and lodged in gaol : and from this moment the High Commissioner 
appears to have erased them from >he tablet• of his momory. On 
Janua.ry 14 he telegraphed to Mr. Chamberlain as followo: 

I hove received a letter from Governm•nt of South African Republio, &toting 
th~t, in their opinion, every reason exist! for assuming that tho complication$ 
ut Johannesburg are approaching- to an end, and that thoro need be no longor 
any fear of further bloodshed. The President of the South Afriean Repnblio 
and Executive Council tender to me the wnl"IIwst thanks of the Government 
of the South .African Republic for the assistance l h•ve been able to render in 
preventing further blood!'lhecl, and their congratultttions on the manner in 
which my object in coming has boon fulfilled. They tender al•o their cordial 
acknowledgment of the services rendered by the llriti•h Agent at Pretoria, 
which I think is fully deserved. The Volksrand met yesterday, and adjourned 
until May, tho only busine" transacted being a veto of thanks to tho Oraugo 
Free State and the High Commissioner for their efforts in promoting 1\ poo.ccful 
settlement, which was carried by o.colamation. I no\f only awa.it settlement 
of prisonci's' difficulty to leave for Capetown, whcro my prooenc& is urgently 
needed in consequence of change of Mini•ters. Go1·cmor of N &tal and General 
Cox m here, to whom I will give instrnctioua as to re~eption and dispoi.1.l of 
prisoners II.S soon &s I hear from you. 

To this Mr. Chamberlain telegraphed a most important rGply on 
J anue.ry 15: 

lam left in great perplexity by your t.lcgrnm No, 3, of tho 14th inst., and 
fear that some previous telegrams must have miscarri<'d. (Here follmv direc
tions to refer to a number of telef,'l'tuns in which Mr. Chamberlain h!ld. indi. 
c.•ted tho settloment which he anticipated, the nutnrc of tho reforms which 
Sir l:ferculea Robinson was to secure, and many inqnirics o..s t() the rcn~ton for 
the arrost.o of the Reformers as reported in tho Euglish papors.) I have 
received no reply to any of thes& telegranu1, but han~ as~umcd tha.t nogoti11.· 
lions were in progrellll between lhe President and yourself. 
, There can be no lilttlement until the questions raised by these tcle~.p·l1ms 

are disposed of. The people of Johannesburg laid do•·n their arme in tho 
belief thl'lt reasolll.lble concessions would be e.rr:.m~;ed l,y your intervention; 
and until these oro granted, or definitely promised to you by tho Pre,idcnt, 
the root-causc.s of the recent troubles ,yiJl remain. 

The President ho.s again and agtin promised rcfonn, nnd eapc:dally on the 
30th December last, '"hen he promised reforms in cdu0:1tion and franchise; 
and gravo dissatisf•ction would be excited if you left l'retorio without • cloor 
understanding on these points. Her Majesty's Government invite Pre9iden1:1 
Krull'~.;r, in the interests of the South African RrpuLlic and of p~aco, to mnko 
a. ru1Y declaration on these matters. I o.m n.lso awaiting a reply t('spccting the 
allE"gcJ wholesale o.rres.t of En~lish, Amel'ican, and other nationalities, lll11Cl& 

e.fter tho aurrender of Johannesburg. 
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It '..-m·tia'}8:ur duty ro n•• fi;m language, an~ to tell the .P:csident th.at 
neglect to meet the .Omitted gnovan~es of the U1tlandersby gmng a defimte 
promise to propose ru.sonable concell!ltoUJ wfluld have & dtwtrou.s effect upon 
the prospects of a lasting and ~&tisfo.ctory settlement. 

Send me a full report of tho etepo that you have already taken with regard 
ro thill matter, and of the further action that you propose. , 

In the meantime Sir Hercules Robinson left Pretoria, satisfied that 
he h•d done all that was necessary, and telegraphed to Mr. Chamber· 
lain as follows: 

Faoll TnE Hron CoYMISSWNER tn rwte ro CAPETOWN. 
15th January, 1896. No. 1.-Your telegram 13 January, No. 1, only 

reached me last night, after I had left Pretori.. I could, if yon consider it 
desirable, communicate purport ro President. of South African Republic by 
Iotter, but I myself think such action would be inopportune at this moment. 
Nea.rly all leading Johannesburg men are now in gaol, chargell with trrn.son 
against the State, and it is rumoured that Government has written evidence 
of a long-etanding and widespread conspiracy to seize government of country 
on the plea of denial of political pri,·ilcges, and to incor/Jorate the country 
with that of Briti•h South Afdca Compo:~y. Tho tn1th o these rcpo1·ts will 
be tested in tho trials to take place shortly in the High Court, and meanwhile 
to urge claim for extended political priYilcgc.s for the vory men so charged 
would be ineffectual and impolitic. President of South African Republic has 
already promised municipal government to Johannesburg, and has stated 
in a procl&rnation that a.ll grievances advanced in a constitutional manner will 
he c.arefully considered and brought before the Volksraad without loss of time ; 
but until result of trials is known nothing of course will now be done, 

Mr. Chnmberlain replied to the above: 

15tk Janllary, No. 6.-Refcrring to your tclegrnm, No. !, of the 15th 
January, eee my telegram No. I 'of to·day, which was· sent bcforo receipt of 
yours. I recognise that the actual moment is not opportune for a settlement 
of the Uitlanders' grievances, and that the position of the President of tho 
Seuth Africsn Republic may be an embarrnssing one, but I do not consider 
that the arrest of a few score of individunls ont of a population of 70,000 or 
more, or the .surposod existence of a. plot amongst that small minority, is a 
teason for denymg to the ovendu~lming majority of innocent persons reforms 
lvhieh are just in themselves and expedient in the interest. of the Republic. 
Whatever may be said about the conduct of a few individuals, nothin• csn be 
plainer than that tho sober and industrious majo1ity refused to cl>u;tcnance 
a.ny resort to violence, and proved their readiness to obey the law and your 
anthorit~. I hope, therefore, to hear at an early date that you propose to 
tt'~ume dis~ussion with President of South African Republic on lines laid down 
in my ~rcVlons tcle9l'ams. I do not sec that_the matter ne.cd w11it until the 
~nelus1~n of the tnal of the supposed plotters. I am anx1ous to rcceh·e the 
mformallon asked for rn my telegram No. I of the 14th January. Please 
communiuate at once with the President on this matter. 

The following is the telegram to which allusion is made aboye : 

14th Januar1J. No. !.-Press telegrams state numerous arrest. of lending 
resi~en~ .on the Rand, including many Americans, Germans, and other 
nahonahbcs. Fear that number of these arrests of active managers reprc
sentatil·es, may disorganize industry on the Rand. Wish ro know ~f what 
accused, wh".!' brought to trial, whether bail allowed, and what penalties pr~, 
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scribed by law. Shall bo glad to loam from President of South African 
Republic what his intentions are in this matter, which alfncts tho suLjcc~' of 
so m~ny St&tcs. Propose. to communicate President's reply to .American and 
Belg1an Governments, whiCh have already asked us to tako charge of interests 
of their te3pective citizens . 

. Sir Herculce Robinson replied: 

!5th Ja>HJAry. No, 2.-Your telegram of the 14th Jnnnary, No. !. Tha 
accused arc between fifty and sixty in number, and are mostly mcudJcrs of the 
Reform Committee. •n1oy have been arrested on charge of tn·!tso:J, nnd of 
seeking to sul1vert the State by inviting the co-oporntion and entram .. e into it 
of an •nned force. The proceedings are based, I undcrstaud, on sworn 
information, on.i the trials will tako placo before High Cou~ Tho accused 
are. being well treated, a.ud are represented by ab1o counsel. It is alif'ged that 
Government has documentary evidence of a widcsrread con!ipirncy to sCJize 
upon Government, and make use of tho wealth of the cour.~ry to tcha.Lilit~te 
fin•nccs of Britiah South Africa Comp•ny. Ou tAking leave of President of 
South Afiica.n Republic, I urged on hiru moderation o.s rcgl\rds· tlw o.ccu90d, 
so as not to alienato the sympn.thy he llow enjoys of all right-miurlcd persons. 
Bail is a. ma.tter entirely in the ho.uds of tho .Attornoy-Gcuera.l. The Gove-ru
ment seem &.eting within their legal rights, and I Uo not sec how I can inter· 
fere. Mines are at work, and industry docs not seem to be disorganized. 

While still on hio way to Capetown the High Commissioner telo. 
graphed to Mr. Chamberlain again in a manner indicating his complete 
abandonment of the position taken up by him in relation to Johannes. 
burg-in fact, his repudiation of what his own words have recorded 
against him : 

16th tlarmary. No. 1.-Your tolegmm of the lf)th January, No. 1, 
received. I cannot at thi.3 moment follow tho com/,Jications o.rising- from 
sup}JOsed missing and crossing telegrams, but can on y sa.y that no telegram 
which ,has reached me from you has remained unansWcl'ed. 

- No promise was mado to J oha.nuesbnrg by me as an inducement to disarm, 
except that thQ promises made in the P1·csidcnt's pt·cvious proclamation would 
be adhered to, and tht~.t Jameson and the other prisotu:rs would not be trans-

~ ferrcd until Johannesburg had uuconditionnlly laid do1m it.s arms and 
surrendered.. I sent your long tole~oram of 4th January to President; but 
the qucstWn of conrxssion.s /,Q Uitlarukrs has never ban discuss,.d bdtcun u.s. 
Pending result of coming trial•, and the extent to which Johannosburg is 
implicated in the alleged conspiracy to subvert the State is made cloo.r, the 
question of political privileges would not bo entertained by Government of the 
South,African Republic. 

He justified the chango of policy in another eolllillunicatiou addressed 
to Mr. Cha.mbcrla.in before he reached Capetown : 

16th JanuaroJ. No.· 3.-·Your telcgrnm of the 15th January, No. 5. If you 
will leave the matter in my hnnds, I will r""""" advoC>~cy of Uitlanders' 
claim« at the first moment I think it can be dono with a41·sntage; tho 
present moment is tho most inoppot'tune1 a..s the strongest feeling of irritation 
and indi•mation against the Uitlandcrs exists both amongst tho bur~hcra and 
Members

0
of Volksrocd of both Rcp~blics. An~ attempt to dictate m regard 

to the internal affms of South .AfnC>In Republic at tins moment would be 
resisted by all parties in South Africa, and would do greut harm, 
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I have &ln.ady replied in my telegram of 16th January, No.2, in an.swer to 
your telegram of 14th January, No.1, and I do not think it possible to obtain 
further information at tbi.o etage, the matter being sub judice. 

Sir Hercules Robinson left Pretoria on the 14th, having resided 
within a few hundred yards of Dr. Jameson and his comrades for a 
weGk, and of the Reform prisoners for four days, without making any 
attempt whatever to ascertain their circumstances or story. During 
that thne his military secretary ceJled upon Dr. Jameson for the 
purpose of finding out details of the prisoners and wounded of the 
force, but made no further inquiries. Dr. J o.rueson's solicitor wrote to 
the Colonial Office on March 5 : 

MY DEAlt. FAIRFIELD, . 
You have probably seen the cable that hns come to the JJigqm' N<ws, 

giving the Ue direct to Sir John Willoughby's statement respecting terms of 
surrender. , 

I have seen Sir John a_gain, and am authorized by him to state, with regard 
to the criticism, that it IS incredible that nothing should have been said by 
the officers when in prison at Pretoria. to anybody about the terms of surrender; 
that it must be remembered that from the time of the surrender until they 
left Africa none of them were allowed to make any communication. While in 
gaol they were not allowed to see newspapers or to recoive any news of what 
we.s going on in Pretoria or elsewhere. 

Sir J. Willoughby made a statement to the head gaoler and other officials 
at the time of hi> arrival at the gaol, when he was searched and all hi> papers 
taken from him. He requested to be allo\Ved to keep the document signed by 
CronjiJ, ns it contained the terms of the surrender, but received as answer that 
all payers must be taken and that they would bo returned afterwards. They 
were, m fact, taken, and only returned when the officers were removed from tho 
gaol to go to Durban. . 

A!y clients did try to get a note through to Johonnesburg concealed in a 
matehbox. They paid t\Venty-five pounda to get it through, and sent it 
within thirty-six hours of their arrival in gaol, but they have never been able 
to ascertain whether it reached ita destination. 

The gist of it wns that they were all right. It ne•er occurred to the 
prisone1~ that neither the British Resident nor the High Commissioner would 
be informed of the terms of the &urrender, or that they would not sntiafy 
themselves on this point. 

Sir Hercules Robinson might urge, in so far as Dr. Jameson's affair 
is concerned, that he could not be expected to suspect a deception such 
as was practised upon him; yet it does seem extraordinary that, 
being in Pretoria for the purpose of negotiating for the disposal of 
Dr, Jameson and his comrades, he should not have taken steps to 
ascertain what there was to be said on their behalf, especially as on his 
own showing it was for the greater part of the time a question of life 
and death for the leaders of the force. It is even more difficult to 
understand why no effort ehould have been made to co=unicate with . 
the Reformers. The High Commissioner was thoroughly well aware 
of the negotiations between them and the Government on January 1, 
He had received co=unications by telegraph from the Reformers 
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before he left Capetown ; he came up avowedly to settle their buainosa; 
he negotiated on their behaU and induced them to disarm ; he witnessed 
their arrest and confinement in gaol; yet not only did he not visit 
them himseU, nor send an accredited member of his staff to inquire 
into their case and conditions, but Sir Jacobus de Wet alleges that he 
actually, in deference to the wieh of the Preeident, desired the British 
Agent not to hold any communication whatever with the prisoners 
during his (Sir Hercules Robinson's) stay In Pretoria. Truly we have 
had many examples of President Kruger's audacity and of the success 
of it, but nothing to equal this. That he demanded from Sir Hercules 
Robinson information as to the objecte of the Flying Squadron and 
the movements of British troops in British territm·y, and succeeded in 
getting it, was a triumph ; but surely not on a par with that of desiring 
the High Commissioner not to hold communication with the British 
subjects whom he, as the official representative of their eovereign, had 
tnvellcd a thousand m.ilee to disarm, and on whoso behalf-osteneibly 
-he wae there to negotiate. 

CHAPTER VIli 

ARRBST AND TRIAL OF THR REFORMERS -ABOUT hall of tho members of the Reform Committee were arrested 
and taken through to Pretoria on the night of the 9th. Others wore 
arrested at various times during tho evening and night, were detained 
in the lock-up at Johannesburg as ordinary folons, and escorted to the 
Pretoria gaol on the following morning. The scene on their arrival at 
Pretolia railway-station and duriog their march to tho gaol was not 
creditable to the Doers. A howli.ng mob surrounded the prisoners, 
hustling them, striking them, and hurling abuse at them incessantly. 
The mounted burghers tLCting a; an escort forced their horses at the 
unfortunate men on foot, jostling them and threatening to ride 
them down. One ol the prisoners, a man close on sixty years of age, 
was thrown by an excited patriot nnd kicked and trampled on before 
he was rescued by some of his comrades. 

Once within the gaol, the men were ecarchcd and locked up in the 
cells, and treated exactly as black or white felons of the lowest 
description. In many cases four or five men were incarcerated in 
single cells 9 feet long by 5 feet 6 inches wide, with one small grating 
for ventilation. At night they were obliged to lie on the mud floor, or 
in some cases on filthy straw mattresses left in the cells by former 
occupants. No prorision was made by which they could obtain 
blankets or other covering-indeed, at first it was not necessary, as 
the overcrowding and lack of ventilation very nearly resulted In 
asphyxiation. With an inhumanity almost incredible, in one instance 
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one of the p·isoncrs, suffering-from lever and dysentery, was locked up 
for twelve hours with four othere.iin such a cell without any sanitary 
provisions whatever. Friends in Pretoria induced the authorities, by 
means not unpopular in that ['lace, to admit a better class of food 
than that allowed to lhe ordinary prisoners; and it is stated that the 
first meal enjoyed by the Reformers cost close upon £100 for introduc· 
tion. Day by day fresh concessions were obtained in -a similar manner, 
with the result that before long the prisoners were allowed to have 
their own clothing and beds and such food as they chose to order. 
Nothing, however, could alter the indescrib~ble sanitary conditions, 
nor compensate for the fact that the cells occupied by these men wsre 
in ma.ny cases swarming with vermin. · 

Tho climate in Pretoria in J nnuary is almosl tropical, and the 
sufferings of many of tho older and less robust men under such 
circumstances were very considerable. On lhe eleventh d~y of incnr· 
ceration the majority of tho prisoners were let out on ball of £2,000 
each ; in the cases of two or three bail of £4,000 each was required; 
but bail was refused to Colonel Rhodes, 1\fessrs. Phillips, Farrar, 
Hammond (the signatories to the letter), and J. P. FitzPatrick, the 
secretary of the Reform Committee. These five continued to occupy 
the WJdesirable premises lor four weeks more, at the end of ·whlch 
time, owing to the serious effect upon their health which imprison· 
men\ under these conditions had produced, and owing to the repeated 
representations within the Transva•l, and from the British Govern· 
ment ns well, •n alteration was made under somewhat novel conditions; 

It was notified to the public that the Government had graciously 
consented to admit the prisoners to bail. 'rhe terms, however, were 
not at the time publicly announced. First and foremost, it was 
required of them thai they should deposit £10,000 in sovereigns each 
as a security that they would not break the conditions of their altered 
imprisonment. They were to reside in a cottage in Pretoria unuer 
strong gnnrd, and they were to pay the whole of tho costs of their 
detention, including the salary and living expenses of tho officer an<l 
gnard pla.t)ed over lhem. The cost, including interest upon tho money 
deposited, was upw!'.l'ds of £1,000 a month. 

'rhe preliminary exomination into the charges ~~gainst the Reformers 
began on February 8, and lMI about a month. It resulted in the 
committal for trial, on the charge of high treason, of all those arrested. 
The Imperial Government having decided Ia send a representative to 
watch the trial on behalf of the British, American a.nd Delgian 
subjects, Mr. J. Rose Innes, Q.O., the leader of the Dar in Capo 
Colony, attended on their behalf. It was intimated to the Trnnavaal 
Government that Mr. Innes would Tepresent the Imperial Govern· 
ment; but objection WM made to this on the grounds thai he had 
been admitted to the Pretoria Bar during the British administration, 
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and had !ailed to comri!v with a subsequent . ule cle Korlil in: 11 b 
required some sor$ of regiS'tration; and pcrmi·sion w .. ow rev?r~ !)0~ 
to a.duress the Court. The \lbjection was mn ntnim·d, mit""'"1.~1.~ Im.•.'. 
was obliged to limit his participation in the nff~tir to sitti11g at the 
counsels' table nnd consulting and ad1isiog wi'" the Pretoria barristers 
employed to defend the prisoners.-·---

The examination was, as D~. Coster the Stole Attorney announced, 
of the nature of a fishing exnminntion, nnd he clniln•d to be permitted 
to conduct it in a manner which, he alleged, is popultL!' in liollnnd, but 
which is entirely unknown in the Transvaal, and certninly does not 
obtain m any British possession. The chief feature ol this system 
appears to be a total disregard of tho rules applying to evidence. A 
few instances will suffice. One of the first witne•ses called was Judge 
Ameshof, who with Chief Justice Kotze and Mr. Kook formed the 
Government Commission appointed to meet the clcputa~ion from the 
Reform Committee on JfloUuary 1. Judge Ameshof wn.s duly sworn, 
and WM asked to identify a list of the members of the Reform Com
mittee. Ho did so. He stated that it was the list supplied to tho 
Government Commission nt the meeting of January 1 by the deputa
tion of the Reform Committee, and he regarded it thore!ore as 
authentic. The deputation had stated to the Commission that it 
was so. 

This WM the first revelation of the tactics about to bo·pursued by 
the Government, in using information which had been given under 
privilege and m good faith by the prisoners themselves, when nego
tiating with the Government prior to any question of arrest being 
raised. Mr. Wessels, counsel for the eecuseu, rose to obtain from 
Judge Ameshof the offici•! account of the meeting, desiring to prore 
this very important negotiation by moans of witnesses on the Govern
went side. He got no further, however, than saying to the witnc,., 
'You said you were a member of the Government Commission?' when 
Judge Amcshof replied, 'Yes, but if you are going to ask me about 
anything that took pl.ee at that meeting, I cannot answer, because 
the meeting was a privileged one.' Mr. Wessels did not lose his 
opportunity. 'You have stated,' he said, 'that you are a Judge of 
the High Court ?' Tho witness signified· assent. 'And you mean to 
tell me,' Mr. Wessels continued,' that you feel yourself free to divulge 
so much "" it suits the Government to reveal, but that as soon ns I 

·wish to prove something to my clients' advantage the interview 
becomes privileged?,' The witness did not answer, and Mr. Weasels 
appea.led to the Court. Judicial Commissioner Zeiler, however, upheld 
the witness's contention. Mr. Weasels urged in reply that if it wan a 
privileged interview he objected to any evideneo whatever being given 
in connection with it, and protested vehemently ag•inet the admission 
of tho list of members jo.st sworn to. The objection was overruled, 
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and
1

':of the fl'iso.lni.d C.,wn that the iatervie~ was privileged as far as 
the "'·elve bo·at was <1ncerned, but not i'Ji. so far as it could benefit 
the Re•or..uors. I · 

Another case was 1\at of Mr. SchuuM.cher, a witness who testified, 
tntcr alia, that he did L 1t know what the objects of a certain Develop
ment Syndicate were. ll''.· -,;detfce showed that he had not been 
informed upon this poinl. He was very hard pressed by the State 
Attorney, but he adhered to his first answer. Dr. Coster then altered 
his tactics and asked, 'Had you no opinions on the subject? Did you 
not guess al all?' The witness replied that he might have thought 
and conjectured at various times, but that he had nothing in the nature 
of information or knowledge on the point. This did not satisfy Dr. 
Coster, who then pressed the question, 'Well, what did you thmlr? 
What were your thoughts?' The witness objected to state what his 
thoughts were, as they could have no bearmg on the fact, •nd might 
be absolutely wide of the mark. He cou!U only repent that he had no 
knowledge. The witness appeolcd to tho Bench for protection. Mr. 
Wessels urged that it was an unheard·of proceeding to compel a witness 
to state what he thought and to use it as evidence. The objections 
were again overruled, and the witness was ordered by the Court to 
o.nswer. His reply afforded no satisfaction to the Government, being 
to the effect that he could not then remember what his thoughts were 
at various times. On tho application of the State Attorney the Judicial 
Commissioner sent him to gaol for twelve hours for contempt of 
court. 

Mr. Wessels strenuously objected to the decision, and applied ·to the 
Courl to stay imprisonment to enable him to appeal to a judge in 
chambers, but even this was refused. Mr. Wessels in the course of 
his address received a reprimand from the Bench for stating that he 
now recognised the force of the State Attorney's contention that ihe 
law of evidence as obtainmg in South Africa was not sufficiently wide; 
for, he added, he thought it would suit the purpose of the Government 
better if they reverted to an older system under which racks and 
thumbscrews wore popular. 

The witness was sent to gaol. Some hours later an appeal was 
Jleard by Judge de Korte in chambers, and the decision of tho Judicial 
Commissioner was reversed, but the prisoner had already completed 
seven hours' imprisonment in a dirty celL Judge de Korte slated that. 
he had reversed the decision after consultation with Chief Justice 
Kotd, and it was felt that something at least had been achieved by 
Mr. Schumacher, and the rights of a witness would be recognised. 
But the end is not always in sight in dealing with the Transvaal 
Government. The State Attorney in turn appeoled from the single 
judge's decision to the full Deneb. Judge Morice, n Scotchman, many 
years a judge of the High Court, supported the decision of Judge ds 
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Korte. Tho Chief Justice, w'.o had a~v!sed Judge de Korte in hie 
decision, however, in a most extraordinary judgment, now ravened it, 
and in this view he wo.s supported by Judge Ameshof-himself a 
witness in the case against the l\eformers. 

Thus the majority judgment of the High Court against the Reformers 
on this principle of evidence happened to be formulated by the two 
judges who had been appointed to negotiate with the Reform6l'll' dcputa.
tion on behalf of the Government. 

Tho impossibility of obtaining justice in the Courts of the Transvaal 
under the then conditions was lhus brought home to the prisonen. 
An appeal from the decision of the Lower Court on Judge Amesbof's 
interpretation of privilege, which had been seriously discussed, wo.s 
then abandoned as being worse than useless, and calculated only to 
provoke more extreme measures against the prisoners by placing the 
Bench in a ridiculous position. It could not be expected that the Chief 
Justice, who was himself a member of the Government Commission 
which Judge Amesbof had claimed to be privileged, would take any 
other view than that favouring the policy and convenience of the 
Government which he ehowed himself so ready to befriend. 

In the Schumacher appeal ease before the full Court, Dr. Coster bad 
Jl!&de no secret that be intended to disregard the rules and precedents 
governing the treattnent of witnesses, and even claimed that he should 
receive no opposition from the prisoners' counsel, since he WIIS only 
'fishing' for ovideuce and not actually accumulating It against the 
prisoners, and had no intention of using the evidence given at this 
examination. Mr. Wessels asked him whether he would pledge himself 
to this effect, and what, for instance, wonld be done in case a witneu 
who bad been beard at the preliminary examination should ·die before 
the main trial came off. The reply was, that in such a co.se of course 
the Government would be bound to use some of the evidence, but 
would use it with discretion and not unfairly. This undertaking 
provoked smiles even in court. The wisdom and fairness of Mr, 
Wessels' contention were fully justified when the tria.! actually did 
take place, for the whole of the evidence of the preliminary examination 
was handed in for the guidance of the judge in determining his 
sentences against the accused. n may be added thai each witness 
was called upon to sign the notes of his evidence as taken down in 
Dutch, When required, tho official reporter read a free translation of 
the notes to the witness before they were signed. 

At the conclusion of the examination all the prisoners were com· 
milled on the same charge-that of high treo.son-no distinction 
whatever being made in the references to them from the Bench. By 
this time Mr. Hammond, who bad been ill, was rele118ed on bail ol 
£20,000 in order to go to the seiiSide. 

Application was made on behalf of Colonel Rhodes, Messrs. Phillips, 
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Farrar, and FitzPatrick for release on bail, upon the grounds that no 
distinction whatever had been made between them and the other 
prisoners who bad already been released, but this was refused after the 
point had been reserved for consideration by the State Attorney in 
consultation with the Chief Justice, and the four men returned to their 
former conditions of imprisonment. Mr. Chamberlain continued to 
make representations on behalf of these men, and at one time it 
appeared as though the restrictions would be removeJ, Dr. Coster 
havin:; pledged himself to accept bail, and having actually drawn out 
the bail-bonds and.submitted them to the solicitors of the accused for 
approvnl, and every arrangement having been completed-~ven to the 
finding of the additional security. They were, however, at the last 
moment curtly informed th~t bail would not be allowed. On this 
being reported to Mr. Chamberlain, he at once replied to the effect that 
he could not believe that a Government would revoke a promise made 
on their behalf by the State Attorney, Dr, Leyds, on behn.lf of his 
Government, slated that the matter was in the hands of the State 
Attorney alone and did not concern the Executive, and that on inquiry 
he found that no such promise had been made and no undertaking 
given. '!'he incident is more or less trivial, but again shows the 
readiness 'l'ith which the Boer Government repudiate a promise when 
it is to their eonl'enienco to do so. Dr. Coster on his side admitted 
with expressions of regret that there had been a breach of undertnldng, 
an<l stated that it had been done by order of the Executil'e Co.uncil. 

Communications between Mr, Chamberlain and the Pretoria Govern· 
ment were of great fre~uency during this period, The phantom of 
Mr. Kruger's visit to England was chased with great assiduity. The 
wily old Pre,;Jent seir.ed on Mr. Chamberlain's suggestions as an 
excellent pretext for delay to enable him to spread his nets, .imd he 
used the time to gre~t advantage. But this was not the worst 1 
Mr. Chamberlain's new diplomacy and his stupid or treacherous 
advisers led him into blunders; as when, for instance, be tried to 
bounce without the intention of malting good his implied threats ; and 
when he sent his 4th of Februory despatch (publishing it in London 
before it re•cbed Pretoria), strongly and ably reviewing the position, 
but spoiling all by a proposal which, whilst it bad not been suggested 
to or discussed by the R•nd people, and would not have been accept· 
able to them in lieu of what they had demanded, was also an inter
ference in the internal affairs of the Transvaal. II gave the Pretoria 
Government an opportunity, which they (lid not Diiss, of severely 
snubbing Mr. Chamberlain. When the latter in turn peremptorily 
refused their demands, be wo.s informed that the cancellation of the 
London Convention would not be pressed 'at present,' but might 
remain in abeyance. · · . 

Throughout the period prior to the main trial, President Kruger 
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e\"1; ll--····(o .use' "'ith great effect 'lhe wishes and intentions of hill 
bUhjr~'ers.' When b.U wo.s firs) refused to the leaders this course waa 
jusiifie4 on the grounds that the burghers were slrongly against it, and 
thai the President could not act apiru;t their wishes. When at a later 
stage a petition was presented by a number of burghers more or less in 
touch with the Uitlander co=unity, who felt that tho treatment of 
the leaders was having a bad effect, counter petitions came in within a 
day or two urging the Government on no account to extend the 
privilege of bail to these men. Oddly enough, these petitions were got 
up and signed by relatives and near connections of the President 
himself. 

During this period another petition was presented which ia surely 
·without parallel in a civilized State; but it illustrates admirably thB 
Bact' idea of right and liberty. Fifty burghers in the district ol 
Standerton addressed the Government, pointing out the undesirability 
of allowing a' certain Advocate Wessels iO defend the Jameson rebels,' 
and praying that the Government would put him over the border, 
'which is the slighte•t punishment that can be inflicted upon him.' 
The receipt of this petition was announced in the Government organ, 
the Press, on bfarch.25, 

At about this time another incident occurred which excited con· 
sideroble feeling. Commandant Henning Pretorius, one of the mosl 
prominent Boor officials, having paid a \'isit to his native district il) 
the Cape Colony shortly after the Jameson raid, purchased from the 
owner of a farm at Cookhouse Drift the beam from which the five 
Boers had been hanged at Slagter's Nek for rebellion in the year 1816, 
Reference bas already been made in the first chapter to this deplorable 
affair. The beam (which had been built into the house) was broughl 
up by the purchaser to Pretoria. He states, and no doubt truly; thai 
he obtained the historical relic !or the purpose of adding it to the N a tiona) 
Museum; but it must be added that the time was not well chosen 
unless the intention was to rouse feeling. The Volks•t•m, the 
Hollander-Boer organ, in an extremely violent article, described in 
detail the Slagter's N ek executions, and called upon the burghers to 
avenge on the persons of the Reformers their murdered countrymen ; 
and it is a fact vouched for by persons by no means friendly to the 
Uitlnnder that certain Boers approached President Kruger, intimating 
to him that the beam had arrived, that it would not be necessary to 
bother about a trial, but that the four men should be banged out of 
hand from the same scaffold which had served for their compatriots, 
It is but right to say that President Kruger's reply we.s a severQ 
reprimand, and a reminder that they were not a barbarous people, bul 
should comply with the law. The matter having been brought to tho 
notice of Mr. Chamberlain, strong representations were made upoq 
the snbjeol, to which the Transvaal Government replied (forgetful 
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apparently of the fact tbst the President had fr\!quentls-1/l that lis 
inability to control his burghers) \hot the Transva1:1! was a civtl.il'cd 
State, thai the burgheu were law-abiding and peaceful people, and 
that their Government wM al all times able to control them. II was 
interesting to see the argnmenl of the burghers getting out of band, 
which was uaod with such effecl in the case of Dr. Jameson end quoted 
by Sir Hercules Robinson, recoil upon the bead of lis originator. 

A final effort was made by the people of Johannesburg to obtain the 
release on bail of the lour prisoners. A p~titi~n bearing the signatures 
of 20,000 pmons was presented; the gontlemen bcllJ'ing lhe petition 
were informed that it could not be received; that they must call again. 
Having called again and again, the petition Wll!l at last accepted end 
placed before the Government; but no reply wa• ever vouchsafed. 
The treatment of this memorial is in sharp contraot with that accorded 
to the one presented by a score or so of the Preoident'e relatives and 
supporter•-objecling to the rtlease. 

From the lime of the arresiiJ until jusl before the trio! speculation 
was rife as to which judge wolllll preside. The Chief Justice and Judge 
Amcshof could hru-illy oil (even allowing for the precedent• already 
established by them), eince tlley had both noted on the Government 
Commission in negotiating with the prisoners, and one of them b1:1d 
already giTen evidence against lhe accused. There remained Justices 
Joriosen, De :Kor\6 and :Morice. Mr. De XorM wae then threatened 
with suspension owing lo pecuniary embarrassments, and would 
evidcnll1 not be allowed to preside, The fifth judge, Mr. J orissen, 
had expreesed himsell eo violently against the Reformer• that he hnd 
himself recognised the impossibility of attaining en impartial attitude, 
and bad refused to sit. The only judge &vailable was therefore :Mr. 
Justice Morice, against whom lhcre was no valid objection whatever. 
Moreover, in the ordinary routine it eo happened that it was his tum 
to prceide at the forthcoming Mal; but be was known to hold Liberal 
views nod to be strongly in sympathy with internal reform. 

At this time Chief Justice Kotze undertook several jotll'Ileys to the 
Free State and Cape Colony, ostensibly lo rid himself of inoomnia, 
but in reality, as results proved, in order lo employ a judge for this 
trial. His choice eventi!A!Iy fell upon lfr, Gregorowski, (ormerly a 
judge in the Free State, Q.lld al that time State Attorney to that 
country. 

Mr. Gre~orowaki was noted on the Bench for the peculisr oeverity 
of his sentences on all excapl BoerJ. He b&d moreover expra.sed 
openly in Bloemfonloin his wiab tb1:1i be might have the trying of 
' th~sc Reformers; he would give them what lor.' These things were 
not known at the time of tbe trial; nor had the fact yet come out 
that before taking the oath of office be had endeavoured t-o borrow from 
one a~ leas~ of his colleagues a black cap for the forthcoming trial. 
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... 1: Jl•-·'"de at the limo is aufficicntly indicated by what he wroto 
sltrt!y after the trio.!, in defence of his action, 'I came "1' to p11t down 
rebellion. I hove dono so with a sll'ong hnnu, and I bolie,·e that wy 
judgment will bear good fruit j,, the futuro.' The prisoners eould not 
but contu.st the action of the Government in employing nnd appoint· 
ing, on appro,·nJ, n. jndge who had no sta.tus whntovor in the country, 
with their action in declining to allow Mr. lloso Innes to nppeor at tho 
Bar on the pretext of his previous qualification not being in order: 
and it was felt to be ominous tha.t an indcpenJonl and upright judge, 
against whom there could be no objection, should be passed o~er, and 
another specially imported for the occnsion. 

The tria.! was at last thcd to take plnce on April27, nnd the indict
ments were served upon the accused six days before tho date. Tba 
follo1ving is the list of those who woro committed for trial : 

Lionel Phillip•. 
Colonel F. W. RhodOB, 
George Farrar. 
J. H. Hammond. 
J. P. FitzPatrick. 
S. W. Jameson. 
G. Richard•. 
J. L. Williams. 
G. Sandik.nds. 
F. Spencer. 
R. A. Dettington. 
J. G. A.nret. 
E. P. Solomon. 
J. W. Leonard. 
W. H. S. Boll. 
W. E. Hudson. 
D. F. Gilfil!01l. 
0. H. Mullins. 
E. 0. Hutchinson. 
W. van Hulsteyn. 
A. Woolls-Sampson. 
H. C. Hull. 
Alf. Brown. 
0. L. Andersson. 
M. Langermann. 
W. Hosken 
W. St. John Carr. 
H. F. Strange. 
0. Garland. 
Fred Gray.' 
A. Mack1e Niven. 
Dr. W. T. F. Davies. 

Dr. R. P. l!itcholl. 
Dr. Hans S"'ucr 
Dr. A. P. Hillier. 
Dr. D. P. Dnirs. 
Dr. W. Brodie. 
H. J. King. 
A. Bailey. 
Sir Dntmmond Dunbar. 
H. E. Becher. 
F. Mosentbal. 
H. A. Rego111, 
0. Bultors. 
Wall<!r D. De.\ies. 
H. Bett.lheim. 
F. R. Lingh•m. 
A. L. Lawley. 
W. B. Head. 
V. ll. Clement. 
W. Goddard. 
J. J. Lace. 
C. A. Trcmeer. 
1\. G. l'ricker. 
J. M. Buckilllld. 
J. Donaldson. 
F. H. Hdmiltoon, 
1'. duBois. 
If. B. l!•roh•ll. 
S. B. Jool. 
A. 1\. Goldring. 
J. A. llilger, 
Thomao blcin. 
J. S. Curtis.' 

I Died in prison. 
• Unable, owing \:<> illne3s, to stand trial with the othero. On recovery, 

Mr. Curtis retun>ed It the Trn.nsvaal, and deeided \:<> plead 'not guilty,' 
whereupon proeeedings were dropped. 
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The indictwent served on all alike was ae follows : 
-.v 

H. J. Coster, State Attorney of the South African Republic, who, on behc..f 
6f the State, pr >Sccutes, brings to the notice of the Court: 

That they (citing the accused), all and each or one or more of them, are 
guilty of the crime of High Treason: . 

Firstly: In that in or B.bout the months of November lind December in tho 
1ear of our Lord one thousand ci~ht hundred and ninety-fivo, the exact dutes 
Peing unknown to the State- Attorney, they, the said accused, at Johannes· 
burg, Wihvntcrsrnnd Goldfields, South African Republic, being citizen8 of, or 
fesidiug in, this Republic, all and each or one or more of them Wl'ongfnlly, 
Unlawfully, and with a. bostile intention to disturb, injnre, or bring into 
tie.ngcr the independence or safety of this Rc\mblic, treated, conspired, agreed 
with and urg:ed Leander Starr Jameson, an a icn, rc~;~idin~without the bound
aries of this Hepublic, to come iuto the territory of this UcpulJ!iC nt the heud 
Of a.nd with au armed and hostile troop, and to m!J.lW n hostila invu')ion and 
to ruarch through to Johannesburg nforcsnid. 
· Secondly: In thnt they (the snid accusml), being 'citizens of, or residing in, 

this Republic, all and each or one or more of them, thc!'c nnd then in con
junction with Charles Leonard and Dr. H. WollT, now fn~itives, und other 
persons unknown to the Stata Attorney, n.ppcn.ring and acting as a com
mittee, by them named tho 'Reform Committee,' after the above-mentioned 
Lcn.nder Starr .Jameson, on or about December 29, in the year a.foreM.id, had 
come from \"i'ithout the Republic, at the head, of and with an armed and 
hostile troop, in the neighbourhood of Ottoshoop, district .Mn.t·ico, into the 
territory of this Repulolic, and hnd mode a hoRtile invasion, and had violently 
attempted to lJcnetrnte through to Johannooburg aforesaid, wrongfully, UD• 
b.wfully, and with n hostile intention to disturb, injure, or bring into danger 
the independence or safety of this Republic, gnve, or attempted to give, the
aforementioned Leander Starr Jame:son during his hostile invasion aforesaid 
information about the state of the defences at Johannesburg, and had Brmed 
troops ready to assist, and sent assistance to him, atJd sltbsequcntly by 
seditious speeches madQ, or caused to be made, in public, with the object to 
persuade and induce the peot,le there to stand by the aforementioned Jameson 
in his hostile invasion, apd further have assi.ded him, tho aforementioned 
Jameson, during his hostile iu,·asion above mentioned, by providing him 
with provisions, forage, and horses. 

Thiluly: That in or about the month of December, in the year aforesaid
1 and in the month of January, in the year one thousand eight hundred ana 

ninety-six, exact dates not known to the State Attorney, at Johannesburg 
aforesa.iri, they (the said accused), being inhabitants of, and residing in, this 
Republic, all and each or one or more of them, then and thcrel in conjunction 
with Charles Leonard rmd Dr. H. Wolff, no\V fugith·es, ana other peraons 
unknown to the State Attorney, appearing and acting as a committeA named 
by them the 'Reform Committee, wrongfully and unlawfully, and with a 
hostile intention to disturb) injure, or" bring into danger the independence or 
safety of this Republic, have distributed, or caused to be distributed, amongst 
the population there, and in the neighbourhood thereof, Maxim guns, other 
weapons, arms, and ammunition; further, have enrolled men, or have caused 
them to be enrolled, and have formed them, or have caused them to be 
formed, into military corns ; have e1·eeted there, or caused to be erected, 
earthworks and 'other fortilications. 

Fourthly: In thnt in or about the month of December and the month ot 
January, the exact dates being unknown to the State Attorney, and at Johan
nesburg aforesaid they (the said aecll8sd), being citizens of, and residing in, 
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thl"Republio, all and each or ono or more of them, thon and there, in ~on
junction "'ith Charles Leonard and Dr. II. Wolff, now fugit.ire.;, nnd otl~o•r 
persons unknown to the State Attorney, appea.rin(, and a.ctilw ns n Cflnuuittro 
called by them the' Refonn Committee,' wrongfully and l~nlnwfull<, with 
hostile int~ntion to disturb, injure, or bring into danger the iiHlrprur)rnre or 
safety of this Republic, have arrogated to themsch·es, and hu\·o cxerl'i"t•tl awl 
cn.u.!!ed to be exercised, the functions, and powers bclougin~ to the autluwitiL·s 
of this R('public; hy "iolence, or Ly threats of violence, J~:n·e cnmpt•lh·d, or 
caused to be compelled, the polico of This Republic stationed at ,JolwmlrNLmg 
aforcsa1d to lca.Ye the public squares and streets; lu1.~0 formed, or l.'nt1sed to 
be fonn11d, their own police corps. and haYo pro,ided thnt corps, or cnn~Nl it 
to be proYided, with guns and other arms; and further IHn·e lll'JlointC'd, or 
caused to be nppointed, as hca.d of that corps, Andrew Tl'imLlc, nnd luwe 
entrusted him with jurisdiction in police cnses, in \'irtue whereof the afore~ 
mentioned Andrew Trimble has passed sentence and caused it to be carried 
out, 

In consequence of all \yhirh acts above-mentioned tho indcywndcnco of tl1is 
conn try was brought iuto danger, and its safety distux·bcd and impaired. 

\\'herefore the State Attorney, after due Eroof and eonvietinn thereof, 
requests the judgment of this Court against said accused, according to law, 

The gcnoro.l opinion, based upon the character of tho evidence 
adduced at the preliminary examination, was that it woulJ bo im
possible to sustain the oho.rge of high treason; but the discloourc of 
the docum.ents in the possession of the State Attorney put a different 
complexion upon the case. Then for the first time the members of 
the Reform Committee became aware of that factor in their case which 
has since' become famous as 'de trommel van Bob~ White '-Major 
Robert White's despatch-box-a veritable conjurer's hat, from which 
Mr. Kruger produced to o.n admiring and astonished world the political 
equivalents of eggs and gold-fish, pigeons and white mice, In this 
box (which was taken with the invading Ioree at Doornkop) it appears 
Major White had brought as much of his previous correspondence as 
he could conveniently ca.iry, together with diaries, note·hool<B, code
books, cipher-key•, etc. Nor was this all. He had brought a copy of 
the letter of invitation, certified by himself as magistrate in the 
l3echuanaland Protectorate. Revelations at and subsequent to the trial 
show that the State Attorney, on discovering this copy o.nd finding that 
as a copy it would not be admitted, and that he might e•pcrience some 
difficulty in proving it, prevailed upon Major White, while in the 
Pretoria gaol, to confirm biB previous certificate, and to make an 
affidavit to the effect that he had compared the letter with the original, 
thai it was & true copy, and that he ha.d examined the signatures, and 
believed them to be· the signatures of the persons indicated. The 
State Attorney alleges that he bargained with Major White lor this 
affidavit, o.nd in return eurrendered to him certain private documents 
which had also been taken in the despatch-box. Major White, on the 
other hand, stated to the writer and to another member of the Reform 
Co=ittoe-Mr. H. C. Hull-that there iB no truth in the allegation 
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th~~ he received a quid pro quo; but has no excuse to ofte"f.for 
making the affidavit, except that be 1 does not remember having 
®Mit.' 

The Reform prisoners, who, animated by a desire nol to giro any of 
their comrades away, bad for a period of close upon lour months borne 
all the abuse which could be heaped upon them, and had abstained 
from making any defence in public, or any ol those revelations such 
as have since been made through the exertion of the Transvaal 
authorities, the Select Committee of the Cape House of Assembly, and 
the Bow Street officers, found to their inexpressible disgust that the 
efforts which they had made were rendered !utile by the capture of 
these documents; and they were hishly incensed at the action of one 
of the very men whose lives they believed they had saved by surrender· 
ing on January 7. The affidavit was looked upon as unpnrdonable, 
and the unnecessary statement regarding the genuineness of the signa
lures was interpreted in a very un~leasant •ense. 

Consultations now took place belween Mr. Advooate Wessels and 
Mr. Ricbnrd Solomon, Q.C., of Kimberley, who bad also been retained 
on behalf of the accused ; e.nd endeavours were made to obtain from 
the State Atto,rney details of tho evidence which it was proposed to 
bring, but with ouly partial success. From the facts already known to 
them il was clear that the Government were determined to stretch 
every point in law to their own advantage, and to indulge in few 
scruples as to the means to be employed to secure a conviction. The 
Judge, it was known, had been specially imported for thie trial, and 
provisionally appointed to a scat on the Bench. As the confirmation 
of his appointment was to take place when the Volkeraad should meet, 
or •t e.ny rate at some period subsequent to the trial, it Wl\S not 
unnatural to rcgo.rd his as a case !n which a judge was appointed on 
approval, the appointment to be either confirmed or cancelled according 
to the satisfaction which he should give. 

Appenl to the full bench of the High Court had already been proved 
to be entirely useless; since the only judges to whom appeal could be 
made were those who had in the earlier singes associated themselves 
'1\ith the Government against the Reform Committee, and later on in 
their judicial capacities confirmed the altitude token up py them as 
patriots. 

The options before the prisonets were therefore throe in number. 
One course would be to enter upon a protracted trial before a Boer 
jury and a speciruJy.nppointed judge, with the certainty for the majority 
of an adverse verdict in any case. In such a lrial numberles. occa· 
sions would nri•a for the exercise ol discretion in the admi!Sion or 
rejection of evidence, and any defence of the prieoners must neoeesarily 
partake of tloe character of an indictment against the Government and 
the faction which both judge and jury avowedly represented, and tend 
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only to aggravate the penalty.: They would morcoYor'nao/"e'ito face 
that trinl as a body of over sixty men, many of whom eoul4 have 
reasonably eat up special de fen cos, mony of whom >l'orc not eYcn men· 
tioned in any evidence which the Government had yel secured (with 
tho exception, of course, of Judge Ameshof'e privileged list), and could 
therefore reasonably expect to be discharged on making individual 
defences. The second alternative was to decline to plead at a.JJ, on the 
ground that they bad negotiated with the Government in good !nith, 
and that a treacherous arrest and broach of understandings arri,·od at 
would not be recognised In any way by them-in fact, to refuse to 
condone treachery or tal1e a hand in a farce. The third course was tc 
plead guilty, and take a short cut on the boat terms possible to what 
was rcalizeu to be a pre-atrMged conclusion. , 

The second alternative wno rejected, because it v:ns found to be 
impossible to secure unanimity of action. In the course of the discus
sions upon the other altetnalivcs, ccrto.in negotiations took place 
bot ween the State Attorney, Dr, Coster, and Mr, Wessels, the result 
of which wns that Dr. Cosoor made the following olfcr: If the leaders 
(the signatories to the letter of invitation) would consent to plead 
guilty to count 1 of tho indictment, he would agree to withdraw as 
against them counts 2, 8, and 4 ; and in such case he would agree that 
the rank and tile should plead guilty to counts 8 and 4 only, he with· 
drawing as •gainst them counts 1 and 2. The matter wa! discussed 
by the prisoners, and objection was taken to that part of the indictment 
in which it WM stated that the Reform Committee had acted 'with a 
hostile intention to disturb, injure, or bring into danger the indepond· 
ence or snlety ol this Republic.' 

Another meeting took place between the State Attorney nnd Mr. 
Wessels, at which Dr. Coster agreed to eliminate from the indictment 
against the rank and file the words objected to, provided thot the 
leaders would plead guilty to count 1. Raving arrived at thie-to 
him-satisfactory conclusion, Dr. Coster remarked that they (i.e., a.lJ 
except the lour) were now chorged with a merely nominal offence. 
Mr. Wessels endeavoured to obtain the onme alteration in the indict
ment of the lenders, but this was refused on the ground that it would 
make the indictment ridiculous; and, t.tpr(J]I08 o! the concession to the 
rank and file, Dr. Coster even expressed doubts as to whether, if the 
hostile intention were eliminated, any crime could be enid to remain 
under the indictment. He however ~greed to allow the fonr leaders 
to qualify their plea by a statement in writing, which they were to put 
in at the ••me time. He stAt. ted thl he would have pro forma to pul 
in some evidence of tho olfence, but undertook not to press for exem· 
plary punishment, o.nd moreover promised that he would not dispute 
or question the •tatement to be put in, provided that it contained no 
m•terlal error in facl. 
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A dist.:.:r,on~chen followed as to the ii.w under which the lrlal would 
take pl.ace. Mr. Wessel• urged that, as there was specific provision in 
the statute law for cases of this nature, the statute law would of course 
opply in preference to Reman. Dutch law. Dr. Coster. said he pre
sumed that this would be the case, but that he was not quite sure 
whether Roman-Dutch law would not apply. He added, however, 
that anything he could say would not be binding upon the judge, who 
could alone decide as to the question of law. 

Mr. Wessels's report to his clients induced the rank and file to agree 
under the oltered circumstonces to the third alternotive, nomely, 
pleading guilty, and they agreed to this under the impression, which 
without doubt had been s•·:gested and deliberately fostered by tho 
Government, that they ~ .. o pleading guilty to • nominal offence, and 
would incur a monetary penalty in proportion. 

In consult!ltion with the leaders, Mr. Wessels reported lhe discus
sions with Dr. Coster as above· given. Both he and Mr. Solomon 
represented to them the gravity of the plea, and said tbtlt there was 
the possibility that the judge would invoke Roman·Dutch law nnd 
ignore the laws of the country, in which case it would be in his power 
to pass sentence of death. In their opinion, they added, and in the 
opinion of Mr. Rose Innes and others, this would be a. monstrous 
straining of the law, yet they felt bound to indicate the possibility, 

The course before the prisoners was not, indeed, an attractive one, 
but it was not without its recommendations. 1t would have been 
infinitely preferable to fight it out had there been a. chance of a good 
fight, if even o losing one; but, apart from a. verdict of guilty being an 
absolute certainty, the circumstances were against any posf!ibility of 
effecting anything like a. strong impeachment of the Government. 
Moreover, the course now proposed would prevent any 'giving away' , 
of Dr. Jameson, who had yet to be tried, and of others; and it o.lso 
removed the necessity for individual defences by those omong the 
prisoners who had been involved in a less degree than others. The 
matter at that time appeared in one way to concern the leaders only. 
If they were willing to take upon themselves the burden of the charge · 
and secure the acquittal of others by accepting the full responsibility, 
it could only be regarded as a chivalrous oct. But there were oome 
=ong the other prisoners-' Irrcconcilables,' as they were c.Ued
w~o considered themseh·es equally responsible with the leaders, who 
strongly objected to shilling any portion of their responsibility upon 
others, IWd who desired to stand with those who were prepared to 
bear the brunt of the charge. To them the suggestion to plead guilty 
w•s as gall and wormwood, IWd was regarded as another humiliation 
which they were required to endure, another climbing-down similar to 
the disarmament, and attended, like it, with exasperating IWd baflling 
complieatiollll and in~olvements that made refusal an impossibility. 
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The one call to whhh these men would respond '!"a• the oaU to sto.nd 
together and have no divisions-a cause for which they were still to 
make many sacrifices. The irony of it was, that in order to • stand 
together' they had to agree to segregation. . 

Dr. Coster would accept no further modificntion or va.riation of his 
terms-thoro was no option to individuals to plead not guilty and 
fight it out, except at the east of inYolving all the others, nor was there 
any option to them to plead with the leaders. One other factor in the 
determination of this policy romaine to be noted. The communications 
already recorded as having passed bct1veen some of the members of the 
Reform Committee and Dr. Jameson, after the latter had actunUy 
invaded the co110try, and some evidence as to tho arrangements made 
for the reception and camping of his force, were in the bands of the 
Government, and these were sufficient to convict every member of the 
Reform Committee under count 2 of the indictment in a trill! before a 
Boer jury and by a •pecial judge. Conviction under count 1 was 
assured by the letter of invitation and the admissions in tho • privileged' 
meeting with the Government Commission. Conviction under count 2 
would be a distinct aggravation of the position of the four-or so it , 
seemed then-whilst it would be a most serious thing for the rank and 
file; ana it was finally decided to plead in accordance with the sug
gestion of the State Attorney. The decision was conveyed to this 
gentleman, and by him to the President, who expressed his • antis· 
faction' at a course which would enable him to • deal magnanimously 
with the prisoners,' no doubt in pursuance of tho policy of 'Forget and 

· Forgive.' When, as a convincing proof of the wisdom of tho decision 
to plead guilty, the • satisfaction' of the President was made known to 
tho Irrcconcilables, they remarked that this waa the worst sign that 
they had yet detected, but others were more hopeful. 

As to the soundness of the advice on which tho prisoners pleaded, it 
may be observed that Messrs. Gregorowski and Coster have both, since 
then, expressed the opinion tht there was sufficient evidence to convict 
one and 1111 of high treason, ~nd they should know what would have 
been considered 'suflicicnt.' The latter added that the prime movers 
were of course guilty; but they at any mte had tried to stop J amcson, 
whilst tboso who joined the Reform Committee in the later stages 
were morally worse, since they hnd only joined when and because 
they knew that he had invaded the country. Mr. Gregorowsk~ at a 
later stage, defended his sentence on the leaders,•but feared be bad 
been 'far too lenient with the others.' It would bo unfair, therefore, 
to suggest that the advice on which the prisoners had decided to act 
was other than sound, wise, and proper in the circumstances. That it 
should afterwards appear that the other parties to the arrangement 
had acted with deliberate duplicity and bad faith ca.nnot be la.id as a 
charge against the gentlemen who gave this adviQe, and whose Ollly 
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fault, if !null it be, Wf.S that their instincts, their principles, and their 
training precluded the suspicion of ~reachery. 

The trial commenced on April 24, when the prisoners were arraigned, 
alter which an adjournment was made until the 27th, in order to allow 
three of the prisoners who wore then travelling up to take their trinl 
to arrive. On tho latter date, all being present, and pleas of guilty 
having been recorded, the State Attornoy put in the cipher telegrams, 
the minutes of the 'privileged' meeting between the Government 
Commission and the deputation of ilie Reform Committee, none of 
which had he en produced in evidence, and the record of evidence taken 
at the preliminary examination. 1\fr. Wessels then. read and put in 
the following statement of the four leaders: 

For a number of years end.,.vours hBfe been made to obtain by constitu. 
tionnl means the redr09s of the grievances under which the Uitlander 
population labours. Tho now·comer asked for no moro than is conceded to 
emigrants by •11 the other Governments in South Africa, under which every man 
m11y, on reasonable couditions, become a citizen of the State; whilst here 
alone a policy is pursued by which the first settlers retain the exclusive right 
of government. 

l'elitions supported by the eigunturee of some 40,000 men were ignored; 
a.nd when it was found that we could not get a fair and rcasona.ble hearing, 
that provisions already deemed obnoxious and nnf•ir were being made more · 
stringent, and that we were being debarred for ever from obtaining the 
rights which in other countries are freely granted

1 
it Wa!J realized tb&t we 

would never get radress until we should make & aemonstrstion of foroe to 
au pport our elaims. 

Certain provision WM mede regardin:;: al'!llll and ammunition, and a letter 
was written to Dr. Jameson, in which he"""' asked to come to onr aid under ' 
certain circumstanUls. 

On December 26 the UitlAnders' Manifesto was published, and it was then 
our intention to make a finalappesl for rcdrcas at tho public meeting which 
was to ha'i'C been held on January 6. In consequence of matters that camo to 
our knowledge, we sent on December 26 Major Heany (by train via Kimberley) 
and Captain Holden across country, to forbid any movement on Dr. Jame· 
son's p3.rt. 

On the afternoon of Monday, December 30, we lesrnt from Government 
sources that Dr. Jameson had crossod the frontier. We 8S8umod that he had 
como in good faith to help "'• probably mislod by some of the exaggerated 
rumours which were then in circulation. Wa were convincod, however, that 
the Government and tho burghern would not in the excitement of the moment 
believe that we had not invited Dr. Jameson in, and there was no course open 
to ns but to prepare to defend ou.rselves if we were attacked, and at tho 1111me 
time to spore no effo~ to effect a peaceful settlement. 

It became necessnry to form some organization for the protection of the 
town and the maintenance of order; since, in the excitement caused by the 
news of Dr. Jam.,.on's coming, serions disturbaneee would be likely to occur, 
and it was evident that the Government organization could not de&! with the 
people without serious risks of conflict. 

The Reform Committee was formed on Monday night, December 30, and it 
was intended to include such men of influence., cared toassociatethemaolves 
with the movement. The object with which it w•• formed is best ahown by 
its first notioe, vi"' : 
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'Notice is hereby given that this Committee adhcrM to the National 
Union Manifesto, and reiterates its desire to maintain the indepcndenco of the 
Republic. The fact that rumoura are in course of circulation to tho olfoot 
that a fore& has crossed the Bechuanaland border rcndc1s it ncccs!aty to tnke 

· active steps for tho defence of Johannet~bnrg and prl·~crvation of order. Tho 
Committee earnestly desiro that th• inhabitants •lwuld rofmin from taldng 
any Mtion which can be constroed &a an overt act of hostility agaiust the 
Government. By order of the Committee 

'J. PEMY FITZI"ATIUCK, 
&crdary.' 

The evidence taken at the prolimin.ry examination will show that ordor 
was maintained by this Committee during a time of intense excitement, and 
through the setion of the Committeo no aggressive steps whatever were taken 
against the Government, but, on the contrary, the property of the Government 
was protected, and its officials were not interfered with. 

It is our firm belief th•t had no such Committee been formed, tho intense 
excitement caused by Dr. Jameson's entry would hove brought about utt<r 
chaos in Johannesburg. 

It hos been alle~cd that we armed natives. This is absolutely untrue, &nd 
is disposed of by tho fact that during tho crisis upwards of 20,000 white men 
applied to us for arms and were unable to get them, 

Ou Tuesday morning, December 31, wo hoisted the flag of the Z.A.R., and 
every man bound himself to maintain the independence of tho Republic. On 
the same day the Government withdrew its police TOluntarily from tho town 
and wo preserved perfect order. 

During tha evening of that dny, Mcssr.~. Marais and M.lan pr .. cnted 
themselves as delegates from the Executive Council. They came (to use their 
own words) to ' offer us the olive.brnnch,' and they told us that if wo would 
send a deputation to Pretoria to meet a Commission oppointed by the 
Government, we should probably obtain 'practically all that wo asked for in 
the Manifesto.' 

Our deputation met the Government Commission, consisting ofChiof Justice 
Kotze, Jud"O Ameshof, and Mr. Kock, member of tho Executive. 

On our behalf, our deputation frankly avowed knowledge of Jameson's 
presenee on tho border, and of his intention, by written arrllogewent with us, 
to assist us in esse of extremity. . 

With tho full knowledge of this arran~ement, with tho knowlctl~o that we 
were in atms and agitating for our n~ht.s, the Government Comm!ssion 
handed to us a resolution by the Executlve Council, of which the follo11ing 
is the pur~ort : 

'Thelbgh Commissioner bas offm·ed his s<Jrvicee with a view to a peaceful 
settlement. The Government of tho South Afrioan RcpuLlic has acceptod his 
otfer. Pending his ani val, no hostile step will be taken against Joha.nnl.'sLurg, 
provided Johann .. burg takes no hoxtilc action against tho Go\'ernmeut. In 
terms of a certain proclamation recently issued by tho President, the grievances 
will bo earnestly considered.' 

We acted in perfect good faith with the Government, h<lieving it to be 
their d .. ire, os it was ours, to avert bloodshed, and believing it to Lo their 
intention to give us the redress which WllS implied in tho 'earnest crJnsidcru.· 
tion of grievances.' · 

There can be no better evidence of onr earn~t endeavour to repnir what 1\'e 
regarded as a. mistake on the part of Dr. Jameson than tho following olft·r, 
which our deputation, authorized by resolution of the Committ<c, laid before 
the Govern.Dlent Commission1 
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'If the Govcmment will permit Dr. Jameson to como into Johnnesburg 
unmolested, the Committee will guarantee, with their pereonH if necessary. 
that he willlen.ve ngain peacefully rn'l soon as possible.' 

We faithfully earned out the ogrcement thot we should commit no oct of 
hostility against tho Government i wn ceased all active operations for the · 
defence of the town against any nttack, and wo did cvcr,Ythin~ in onr power 
to prevent nny collision with tho burghers--an attemvt Ill winch our ctforts 
were happily succ~!<ful. 

On the t<legraphic advice of tho result of the interview of the deputation 
with the Govt!rnment Commission, we despatched Mr. Laee, a. member of our 
Committee, as an escort to the courier carrying the High Commissioner's 
despatch tQ IJr. Jameson, in or<h:r to assure ourselves that the despatch would 
reach its destination. · 

On the following Saturday, January 4, the High Commissioner o.rrh·cd in 
Pretoria.. On Monday, the sixth, tho following wlogram was sent to us: 

'Pretoria, January 6, 1896. 
'From II.~!.'s AOEST I<> REFORM COMlllTTEE, Johann,&urg. 

January G.-I om directed to inform you that the High Commissioner 
met the Prosident, the Executive, and the Judges to-day. Tho !'resident 
announced the decision of the Gorcrn.tnent to be tha.t Johannesburg must lay 
down ita arms unconditionally as a [conditiou] precedent to a. discussion and 
consideration of {,rrieva.nces. Tho High Commissioner endearourcd to obtain 
some indication of tho steps which would be taken in tho event of disarma· 
ment, but without success, it being intimated that the Government had 
nothing more to MY on this subject than had already been embodied in the 
President's proclamation. The High Co.mmissioner inquired whether any 
decision ha.d been come to as re~nrds the disposal of the prisouc~, o.nd 
received a reply in the negative. The President said that as his burghers, to 
the number of 8,000, had been collocted, and could not be asked to remain 
indefinitely, he must request a. reply, "Yes_, or ''No," to this ultimatum 
within twenty¥four hours.' 

On the following day Sir Jacobus de Wet, H.ll.'s Agent, met us in com. 
mittcc, and handed to us tho following wire from his Excellency the High 
Commissioner : 

'HIGH Co>IMISStONER, l'rdorid., I<> Sta J. DE WET, Jolumru:sburg, 
ll.ueivcd Johannesburg 7.86 a.m., Janua1'1J 7, 1896. 

• Urgent-You should infonn the Johannesburg people that I consider that 
if they lay down their arms they will be acting loynlly and honourably, and 
that if they do not comply with my request they forfeit all claim to sympathy 
from Her Majesty's Government, and from British subjects throughout tho 
world, a.s the lives of Jameson and prisoners are practically in their lumds.' 

On this, and the &..tSura.nce given in the Exceutive Council resolution, we 
laid down our arms on January 6, 7, and 8; on the 9th we were arrested, and 
have since been under arrest at Pretoria, a period of three and a half months. 

We admit responsibility for the action tnken by 1lJJ, Wo frankly avowed 
it at the time of the negotiations with the Govornment when we were informed 
that the services of the High Commissioner had been accepted with a view to 
a peaceful settlement. 

We subm1t that we kept faith in every detail in the arrangement with the 
Government; that we did all that was humanly possible to protect both tho 



ARREST AND TRIAL OF THE Rl EFORm:&. 198 
. 1\P 

State and Dr. Jnmcson from tho oonscquc•eo of his atd tl>~<;; ,t we have 
committed no breMh of the law which Wt'. not known to t.-a ....... .,.J\'cmment at 
the time that the earnest consideration of our grievances wns promised. 

We can only now Jay the hare facta before the Court, and submit to tho 
judgment that may be passed upon ns. · 

(Signed) LIONEL Pnn.LIPS, 
FIU.:scis HnoDE$, 

Pretoria, April24, 1896. Gr.onos FARRAR. 

Prctorin, April 27, 1896. 

I entirely concur with the abore otatement. 
(Signed) Jon~ HATs HAJUio~n. 

An incident which occurred during tho reading of this ototement 
enabled tJle prisoners to realize how poor would have been their chance 
of a fair .trhl before & Boer jury. On tho right hand of the judge 
seats had been reserved for high officials. Several members of tho 
Executive were present in this quarter, o.od amongst them, in a very 
prQ.miuent position o.od facing the quartor reserved for the burghers, 
sat Mr. Wol.marana, n member of the Executive Council. When 1\[r, 
Wessels came to thot portion of the statement referring to tho ncgotia· 
tions with the Executive Council, Mr. Wolmaro.os at first smiled super· 
ciliously, then turned and addressed a remark to one of his colleagues, 
shrugging hie shoulder at the same time, o.od a\ the conclusion o! the 
reference looked across the room to where the jurymen sat, stili smiling 
and shaking his head slowly and continuously for half a minute. To 
men accustomed to the decencies of British Courts of Justice this 
incident was rather revolting. When it is remembered that tho 
Government refused to produce the minute referred to, and that 
through their representatives they claimed 'privilege' for the inter· 
view at which it was given, in order to absolve themselves from appear. 
ing in Court, and that Mr. Wolmarans himself sent tho message to the 
Rand that the Government, by the withdrawoJ of its police, ga1·e 
practical evidence of holding out the olive·bro.och, his conduct appears 
the more uuprincipled. 

The State Attorney, in a purely formal address, in consono.oce with 
his promise to Mr. Wessels not to seck exemplnry punishment, asked 
for punishment according to law. Mr. Weasels, in reply, made an 
eloquent appeoJ on behalf of the accused, and cited the circumstances 
which Jed to their seeking redress in the manner in wh.ich they did. 
He referred to the negotiations with the Government, to the po.rt 
plnyed by the Reform Committe• in the· maintenance of order, to the 
fidelity with which they had fo1filled their undertakings with tho 
Govorument, and to lheir Mtitude towards Dr. Jameson. His ro. 
ferences to the Government and to the existing abuses were made as 
judiciously as possible, He referred co.odidly to the relationship with 
Dr. Jameson, especially alluding to the efforts made to protecl hl.m 
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from the jlvcrnr, of his own action, and to stand by him even at tb.a 
cost of perslm/1 sacrifice, and claimed that such action towards their 
former colleague within the limits set by them did not necassarlly 
imply treason against the independence of the Slate, but should fairly 
entitle the prisoners to sympathy for their efforts to save a quondam 
colleague, however wrong he might have been, On the point of law, 
Mr. Wessels claimed ~hat the Thirty-three Articles formed the basis of 
the State's law, that there was specific provision for such cases as this 
in those Articles, and that the punishment to be meted out to the 
prisoners should be, in accordance with these statutes, modified as the 
Court in its judgment wight deem fit. 

No sooner had Mr. Wessels resumed his seat than Dr. Coster, as 
was then thought, repenting the fulfihnent of his promise and casting 
off all disguise, or, •• is more probable, carried away by nn over· 
mastering excitement and strong personal a.nd racial feeling, and 
stimulated by concentration upon one aspect only of the case, claimed 
the right to address the Court again after the advocate for the defence 
had spoken. Dr. Coster has the reputation among those who know 
him of being a thoroughly honourable and straightforward gentleman, 
As a Hollander no doubt he felt deeply in a matter in which Hol
landerism was the caaw belli-as public prosecutor it was his duty to 
prosecute, not to judge; and one prefers to think that in peculiar and 
trying circumstances he forgot the pledge he had gil·en and remem
bered only the cause of his party. In a short but very violent speech 
he depicted in the blackest terms the actions of the men against whom 
he had agreed not to seek exemplary punishment, and pointing out 
tho provisions of the Roman-Dutch law, claimed that the Court should 
apply it in this case in preference to the otatutes of the country, and 
demanded from the Court the aeYerest possible penalty which could be 
imposed under that L•w and under the Thirty-three Articles and the 
Gold Law as well, With reference to the last-named, Dr. Coster, 
having mentioned the proYision regarding the confiscation of property, 
snid that upon this point he would not speak, but. would leave the 
matter to the judgment of the Court. The Court was then adjourned 
until the morning of the 28th, ostensibly in order to enable the judge 
to consider the evidence and make up his mind, 

The majority of the prisoners, utterly unsuspicious of what lay 
before them, made all necessary arrangements to return to their homes 
and a.·ocations upon the conclusion of the trial, believing that a nominal 
fine would be the penalty imposed, l..iany of them had taken return 
tickets from Joh.nnesburg available for two days. i'he public 
thoroughout the Transvao.l and South Africa anticipated nothing mora 
than a nominal punishment upon tho majority, and & fine of n few 
thousand pounds upon the signatories to tho letter of invitation. 

Some of the prisoners, however, were better informed. News had 
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been obtained some days before the trial corumenc~ that extr~ accom
modation was being prepared in the gaol, avowedly j? provide for the 
Reformers. Two of the acccised visited tho gaol a~ verified thio, 
Others of the accused, few in number, were inform d by personal 
friends, who had special means of getting information in .Protorio, that 
Imprisonment would be the lot of aJI, and that the punisbmont on the 
leaders would be extremely severe; and they provided fi>r this con
tingency accordingly. The manager of tho Government neWspaper in 
Pretoria informed two or three of those interested that tho );entonco 
of death would be passed upon the four leadore, as this he.,f..~een 
arranged; and men closely associated with the leaders themselves had 
been confidentially informed beforehand that it was the intention of 
the Government to pass sentence of death, and that the matter Wll.!l a 
ont-and-dried one. The information was given with a view to preparing 
the prisoners for what awaited the.'D. 

On approaching the temporary Court-house (the Pretoria Market 
Buildings having been altered for this pl!rpoee) on the morning of the 
sentence, it.was perfectly evident that some serious development was 
afoot. The town was thronged with mounted burghers, State artillery, 
and mounted and foot police. Every approach to the Court was 
guarded and the streets patrolled. Most of the population of PretoriG 
were gathered in the Market Square, endeavouring to gain admittance 
to the Court. The prisoner• were arranged in their former places in a 
special quarter of the building railed off for the purpose, with the 
exception of Messrs. Phillips, Farrar, Rhodes and Hammond, who 
were separated from the rest and placed in a special movable dock, 
which had been carried in over the heads of the people· after tho hour 
appointed for the sitting of the Court. The appearance of this dock 
was recognised by all to be ominous, but some relief from the feeling 
of foreboding was experienced when Judge Gregorowski, after taking 
his seat, was observed to smile several times, and to ruako soma jocular 
remark to one of the officials of the Court. The Incas of the officia!a, 
however, damped any hopes that wore built upon tho judge's genial 
appearance. 
· Many of these gentlemen were personal and intimilte friends of the 

prisoners: some were connected by closer ties; and one of the most 
trying experiences for the prisoners was to witness the complete break· 
down of the minor officiala employed in the catrying out of this tragic 
fare~. The judge's first order was for the remova.l of aJiladies. The 
wives and relative's of many of the prisoners had been warned by them 
beforehand of what was likely to happen, and had accordingly absented 
themselves, but there were nevertheleBS a good number of ladies 
present. Judge Gregorowski then took the case in hand, pa'"ed in 
review the circumstances, and dealt with much of the evidence, 
including that taken at the preliminary examination, an8. the doou-
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ments put in by Cl;overnment which !lad not yet been seen by the 
prisoners' e.dvis?[s. He made no reference to the statement of the 
principal accns1~d, subject to which their plea of guilty had been made 
e.nd accepted. 1 He reviewed ihe !&w, and by a. method of reasoning 
which ho.a I)!Ot commended itself to others, he justified himself for 
setting aside special statutes and applying the. Roman·Dutch law 
instead. I~ conclusion, be stated that he held the signatories of the 
letter to 4a directly responsible for the shedding of the burghers' blood 
at Doo~nkop, that he would therefore pass upon them the only JYIInioh
ment. poo.Wle under Roman-Dut~h law-ne.mely, death; and that 
whatever hope there might be in the merciful-hearts of the Executive 
Council and in the President's great magnanimity, they should re· 
member that in no other country would they have the slightest grounds 
for hope. The usual question as to whether there were any reasons 
why sentence of death should not be passed upon them having been 
put, and the usus! reply in the negative having been received, in the 
midst of silence that was only disturbed by the breaking down of 
persons in various rarts of the ball-officials, burghers, and in the 
general public-sentence of death wos passed, first on Mr. Lionel 
Phillips, next on Colonel Rhodes, then on Mr. George Farrar, and 
lastly on Mr. Hammond. The bearing of the four m~n won for tbein · 
universal sympathy and approval, especially under the conditions 
immediately following the death sentence, when a most painful scene 
took place in Court. Evidences of feeling came from all parts of the 
room and from all classes of people: from those who conducted the 
defence, and from the Boers who were to have constituted the jury. 
The interpret" translating the sentence broke down. Many of the 
minor officials lost control of themselves, and feelings were further 
strained by the incident of one man falling insensible. 

Sentence was next passed upon the other prisoners. They were 
condemned to suffer two years' imprisonment, to pay a fine of .£2,000 
each, or as an alternative suffer another year's imprisonment, and 
thereafter to be banished from the State for a period of three years. 
It was added that the question of confiscation of their property would 
be one for the Executive to denl with. 

The action of Mr. Gregorowski has been variously described, but at 
no time more graphically than at the time of the sentence, when a 
sergeant of police who was guarding the prisoners exclaimed, in the 
peculiar Dutch idiom: 'My God I he is like a dog: he has bitten and 
chewed and guzzled I' • • 

Alter passing the minor sentences, the judge gave a short address 
to the burghers, in which he thanked them for their attendance, and 
made allusion with evident signs of satisfaction to the manner in 
which the trial had been brought to a conclusion, A long delay 
followed, during which the judge proceeded to note his judgments. 
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Once his attention was drawn by a remark of an official, to which he 
replied promptly, at lhe same time breaking into a broad amile, but 
suddenly recollecting the circumstances a.nd the presence of the men 
sontenced to death, placed his hand over his mouth and 'l'l;ped the 
smile away. The incident was of courae noticed by many people in 
Court, and helped to strengthen the impression which a limited but 
sufficient experience of Mr. Gregorowski had already created. 

I1 the belief which now obtains, that the Reformers were enticed to 
plead guilty and mialed as to the probable consequences of that plea, 
should outlive personal feelings o.nd leave a permanent mark in South 
African hiatory, it. will be because it survives a searching test. In 
South Africa-as in many other countries-it is tho invariable practice 
of the Courls to decline to accept the plea of guilty to a cnpitnl charge. 
The prisoner is informed that as the plea involves capital punishment 
it will not be accepted ; and a formal trial and suflicicnt evidence of 
the crime are required by the Court. That is done even in cases 
where the prisoner knows what the punishment will bel In the cnse 
of the Reformers the State Attorney had, it is true, informed Mr. 
Wessels that he would be obliged pro forma to put in certain evidence, 
but the reason was not given, and Mr. Wessels regarded it merely as · 
the quid pro quo for accepting unquestioned tho written statement of 
the four accused I Mr. Gregorowski, in defending his sentence, has 
stated that under Roman-Dut<lh Jaw be had no option but to pass 
sentence of death: Yet, contrary to tho custom with which seventeen 
years' practice had made him familiar, he accepted the plea of guilty 
-and accepted it without a word of explanation or of warning I Is il 

' surprising that people should want to know why ? 
The men were removed from Court under very heavy escort, the 

condemned men being conveyed in a closed carriage and the rest of 
the prisoners being marched through the streets to the gaol, the whole 
party moving at a foot pace. A little incident at the start did not fnil 
to attract attention. The officer commanding a section of the guard 
having issued his orders in Dutch and some confusion having ensued, 
the orders were repeated in German, with a satisfactory result. 

One more incident-trilling perhaps in itself, but leaving an inetrnce
able impression--<>ccnrrcd during the mnrch to the guo!. As the 
prisoners slowly approached the Government buildings, Dr. Leyds, 
accompanied by one friend, walked out until within a lew yards of the 
procession of sentenced men (a great proportion of whom were person
ally well known tOo him) and stood there with his hands in his pockets, 
smiling at them as they went past. The action was so tcmarkn ble, the 
expression on the State Secretary's face so unmistakable, that the 
Dutch guards accompanying tl:te prisoners expressed their disgust. 
His triumph no doubt was considerable; but ths enjoym~nl must 
have been short·livcd, if the accounts given by other members of the 
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Executive of his behaviour a month later are to be credited. The 
man who stood in safety and smiled in the laces of hio victims was 
the same Dr. Leyda wbo, within a month, became seriously ill, because 
some fiery and impetuous friend of tho prisoners sent him an anony. 
mous letter with a death'a head and cross.bones ; who, as a result, 
obtained from Government a guard over his private bouse ; and who 
thereafter proceede~ about his duties in Pretoria under armed escort. 

It is stated that the death sentence was commuted the same after
noon, but no intimation of this was given to the prisoners, and no 
pub!ic announcement was made until twenly-four hours later. In 
spite of \be vindictive. urgings of the IIollunuer newspaper, the 
Volkasfem, few could believe that the death sentence would he carried 
out, and most people recognised that the ebullitions of that organ 
expressed the feeliugs of only a few rabid and witless individuals 
among the IIollanders themselves, and were viewed with disgust by 
the great majority of them. At the same time, the scone in Court had 
been such as to show that the Government party-tho officials and 
Boers then present-had not regarded the death sentence as a mere 
formallty, but had, on the contrary, viewed it ns a delibernto and final 
judgment. In such circumstances, thet·efore, it cnn be believed that 
the prisoners themselves were not without misgivings. 

CHAPTER IX 

LIFE lN GAOL 

IN the Transvan.l no distinction is made between ordinary criminals 
and those who iu other countries are recognised as first-class mis· 
dcmeo.nants. Consequently the Reformers, without regard to the 
naturo of their offence, their habits, health, age, or condilion, were 
handed over to the gaoler, Du Plessis, a relative of President Kruger, 
to be dealt with at his kind discretion. For two days the prisoners 
e:tisted on the ordinary prison fare. The majol'ity being men in the 
early prime of life and in excellent health, suffered no ill effects, pre
ferring to do with little or no food rather than touch that which was 
doled out to them; but to the others it was a rather serious thing. 
There were senral men between Jlfty and sixty years of age whose 
lives had been spent under favourable conditions. There were some 
suffering from consumption, one from diabetes, one from fever, one 
from dysentery, Mtd severn.! others from less dangerous but sufficiently 
setious complaints. All alike were compelled to sleep upon the floor, 
with two thin blankets for protection. They were loclted in at 6 p.m., 
and allo«>cd out at 6 a.m. Sanitary accommodation was represented 
by the presence of a couple of buckets in the sleeping roorn. The air· 
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epaee per man worked out nt 145 cubic feet, II.'! against 000 !cet pl'e· 
scribed by English prison rcgubtious. V cnlilation was afforded on 
tho ono· side by square holes cut in the oorrugnted iron walls of the 
shed, I nod on the other (the buildings being !can-tos against the per· 
mancnt prison buildings) by grntod windows opening into tho native 
cells. Needless to say, those grated windows wore originally intended 
to oillord ventilation to the native cells, but the buildings to nccommo· 
date the Rcfonners bad been erected against the side-walls of the 
Kaffir quarters. The stench was indescribable. At 0 o..m. the prisoners 
wero allowed out into the ynrd, where they bad the option of exercis
ing throughout the day. The lavatories and bathing nr1·nngcments 
consisted of a tap in the yard and an open furrow through which the 

'town water ran, the lower end of which was used as a wash-place by 
prisoners, white and black alilre. 'Within a foot or two of the furrow, 
where alone washing of the person or of clothing was allowed, stood 
tho gaol urinals. There was neither adequate provision in this depart· 
mont, nor any attempt nt proper supervision, the result being that 
through irregularities, neglect, and defective arrangement, the ground 
on both sides of the water-furrow for ai~ or sight yards was horribly 
stoinod and oaturnted by leakage, 1\Inny of tho prisoners could not 
approach this quarter without being physically ill. Without further 
detail it may be stated that there were at that time over 250 prisoners, 
nboui 100 of whom were white. There were three olo•ets and six 
bucl<ets for the accommod•tion of all, and removals took place some
times once a day, sometimes once in every four days. Nothing but 
tho horror of such conditions, and tbo fact that they prevail still in 
Pretoria Gaol, and presumably in other gaols moro removed from 
critical supervision, could warrant allusions to such a di~gusting state 
of aiTairs: 

At 6.15 breakfast was served. A number of tin dishes, containing. 
one pound of mealie-meal porridge (ground maize) each, were placed 
in a row on tho ground in the yard in !he same manner as n dog's 
food migM be set out. A bucket ncar by contained some coarse salt 
in tho condition in which it wns collected in the natural sail pans, tho 
cubes varying from lhe size of. pens to the size of acorna. No sugar, 
milk, tea, or coffee, was allowed. In order to utilize the ealt the 
prisoners were obliged to crush it with rough stones on the cement 
steps. Needless to say, but few partook of this food. To those who 
had not tasted it before in the course of prospecting or up-country 
travelling, where conditions nro sometimes very bard, it was no more 
posiible to swallow it than to eat sawdllill, 

Dirmer was at 12 o'clock, and itr consisted of coarse meat boiled 
to that degree which was calculated to qualify tho water in which it 

l This was done on the second d•y-after a night without any v~ntilation 
at all. 
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was boiled to be called soup, without depriving the meat of o.Il title to 
be considered a separate di•h. With this meo.I was also served hall n 
pound of bread. Supper, wLich was pi'Ovided at 5 o'clock, was exactly 
the same as breakfast. 

Two days of this fare told very severely upon those whose physical 
condition was not of the best. By the third day several of the older 
men and those in ill·healtb bad broken down and were placed on 
hospital fare. Matters were sufficiently serious to induce the authori· 
ties to allow gradual amelioration of the conditions, and by degrees 
food of a better class was introduced; Mattresses and other articles of 
bedding were allowed, but stretchers, e.lthougb provided for in the 

. prison regulations, were denied to the men until a lew bonrs before 
their release a month later, when the prisoners were permitted by the 
gaoler to purchase them, no doubt with an eye to revenion to him in 
the course ol a lew hours. From time to time the regulations as to 
food were varied at the whim of the gaoler. On one day only cooked 
food would be allowed in; on another only raw food; on a third 
nothing but tinned stuff; on a fourth all was turned back at the gates 
with the exception of that obtained by a few individuals at a heavy 
premium. 

A day or two after the passing of sentence representations were made 
to the prisoners, excluding the fonr death-sentence men, that it would 
be advisable to appeal to the clemency of the Government for some 
mitigation. In that case, it was stated, there was every reason to 
belieYe that the sentence of imprisonment would be entirely remitted 
and that the sentence of banishment would also be commuted. The 
individuals from whom this suggestion first came were of the class 
which habitually trades between the Government and the public-the 
gentlemen of the backstairs. For this reason some of the prleoners 
gave conaiderable credence to the reports, whilst others, for the very 
same reMon, would have nothing whatever to do with them. Renee 
arose a condition of things very like a deadlock among the prisoners 
themselves. It W!l.S represented by these agents that it would be worse 
than useless for some of the prisoners to petition if many others 
refused to do so and stood out. Some of the prisoners did actually 
petition-a course of action which was strongly condemned by others ; 
but it should be borne in mind that there were among the prisoners 
many men who were in bad heo.lth and poor cirenmstances, who bad 
hea,·y responsibilities in private life, and who were not only u011ble to 
pay their lines, bnt even unable to make any provision for their families 
during incarceration, Such conditions would tend to shake the nerve 
of most men, 

With this nucleus to work upon, the Government, through their 
agents, began a system of terrorism by which they hoped to establish 
conditioD.II under which their 'magnanimity by Inches' would appear 
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.In the most lavourablo possible ligh~. TbG L,,.> .• nltition prt>cnted for 
the signature of the prisonors WIIS oue in which they wor; asked to 
admit the justice of their sentences, to express regret lor what they bad 
done, and to promise to behave themselves in the futuro. The docu
ment closed with an obsequious and humiliating appco.l to the 'proved 
magnanimity of the Government.' '£he reception accorded to this wM 
distinctly unfavourable, copies of the petitions being in some inst~mces 
torn up and Bung in the faces of those who presented them. Tho 
great majority of the prisoners refused to have anything to do with 
them, and on representing the vi<!lv that any appeal so couched was 
not consistent with their self-respect, they were informed that tho 
petition had already been shown to the President and members of tl1e 
Executive Council and had been approved by them, and that it would 

, not look well to alter it now. 
• ~very effort was· made for some days to induce the prisoners to sign 

• this document, but they refused. A certain number of the men were 
opposed to signing anything whatever, even the most formal appeal to 
the Executive Council for a revision of sentence. They based their 
refusal upon two reasons : 1st, thot they bad been orrested by an oct 
of treachery and tried by a packed Court, and if the Executive recog· 
nised the injustice of the ·sentence they might act epont~meously with
out petition from the prisoners ; 2nd, that they believed· that any 
document, however moderate, which they might sign, would only be 
the thin edge of the wedge by which the Government hoped to intro
duce the principle of individuo.l statements and pleas-that is to say, 
each one to excuss himself at the expense of his neighbour, and thus 
enable the authorities to estilblish by the prisoners' own confessions 
the extent of the gnilt and complicity which they had been unable to 
prove. 

Under such conditions ail appeo.l was made to Messrs. Rose Innes, 
Q.C., and Solomon, Q.C. These gentlemen had remained in Pretoria · 
and devoted their time and energies to obtaining some amelioration of 
the condit~ns of imprisonment and some mitigation of the sentences 
imposed upon the Reformers. The petition as presented by the 
'Government was shown to Mr. Innes, who indignantly rejected tho 
suggestion of signing any such document. As the strongest reason 
adduced in favour of signing petitions was the statement that according 
to law a.nd custom it WIIS impossible lor the Government to take 
cognizance of the prisoners' case even with every desire to mitigate 
the punishment unless it was brought before them by direct appeal, 
Mr. Innes undertook to see the President and Chief-Justice Kotztl on 
the subjeot. By this time further suggestions bad been made on the 
subject of petitions, and the prisoners were being urged among olher 
things to name in plain tet'llls the exteni and manner in which they 
would like their sentences commuted .. This proposal was regarded 1111 

8 
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a preposterous an~ -.·.>J~<Ious O~>e ; bui nothing is too ridiculous far . 
Pret<>ria, and it was necessary to deal seriously with it. 

In _these circumstances, Mr. Rose lnnes interviewed tho Chief 
J nstice, in order to get the highest authority in the country as a guide. 
Mr. Kotze would not at first express an opinio>; as to whether petitions 
should bs sent in, but he was evidently inclined to recommend them 
as politic. ' But,' said Mr. Innes, ' it i.8 not r. question of policy; it is 
" matter of law. Is there anything in the law which renders it 
necessary for a prisoner to petition before his sentence may be revised 
by the Executive-anything which debars the Executive from dealing 
with his case if he does not petition?' Mr. Kotze's answer was clear; 
·'No, certainly not--nothing whatever I' . · 

In tho interview with· the President which took place immediately 
after this ~fr, Innes was brusquely informed that petitions from the 
prisoners were of no value, and would re<·civc no consideration i that 
the President did not want any of their petitions; and that he was 
guided solely by his burghers, who had already petitioned in the matter. 
'I would pay more heed,' said Mr. Kruger, 'to a petition from fifty of 
my burghers than to one n·om the whole of J obannesburg.', At the con. 
elusion of an unpleasant interview, which called for all the tact and 
good temper at the command of the gentleman who was interesting 
himself on behalf of the prisoners, the President added in an offhand 
manner: 'The petitions can do no harm, and might strengthen my 
hands in dealing with tho rest of the E1ecutive ; so they can send 
them in if they like.' 

With this answer Messrs. Innes and Solomon returned to the gaol, 
a.nd after informing the prisoners of what had taken place, advised 
them, under the circumstances, to make 8 formal but respectful appeal 
for 8 revision of the sentences. It was theil: opinion, based upon the 
information which they had at great pains gathered, and it was also 
tho opinion of the Chief Justice, that no pe_tition was necessary, and 
that the sentences would be brought under the consideration of the 
Executive by the memorials of the burghers; but they considered that 
as interested persons or indiscreet friends had already suggested the 
idea of petitions, and as a refusal now to sign anything might have 
a very unfavourable effect upon persons with the disposition and 
character of those with whom they had to den!, it. would be advisable 
to make an appeal so worded as !<> formally comply with the require· 
ments of the extreme party \n the Executive; one which would satisfy 
those of the prisoners who wero in favour of appealing, and would not 
be offensive to those who were against petitions at any east. · 

The strongest reason for urging this was to preserve nnanimity of 
action among the prisoners. The course was, in fact, 8 compromise 
designed to satisfy those who considered a petition of some sort. to be 
necessary, and those who would not, as they_ expressed it, ' sacrifice 
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their self.respoot' by n.king. for anything from the people who bad 
treated them in what they deemed to be B dishonest and treacherous 
manner. 

All the prisoners except Mc9Sl'!!, A. Woolls-Sa.mpson and W. D. (Knrri) 
Dnvies agreed to this: many clid so much agnin•t their own wishes 
been use of tbe appeal to stood together, and because it was strongly 
urged thnt their obstinacy would affect not only themselves but would 
prevent the liberation of others whose eircmnstaoces were ahuost 
desperate. 'fhey yielded, it is troe, but remained nnconvinced. 'l'o 
~fcssrs. Sampson and Davies the answers of the Chief Justice and the 
l)resident are now of considero.blo importance, since the reason given 
for their detention involves the repudiation of the assurances given by 
tho President and Chief Justice. 

Those who had not signed any other form of ilppenl now made n 
formal application to have their s~ntcnces brought into reviow by the 
Executive Council. They stated then their belief tbot it was only the 
beginning of the petition busines~, that it would be wholly ine!Toctivo, 
and that it was to be understood that they would sign no more under 
•ny circumstances. This application was deemed by the emiasnries of 
tho Government to be sufficient to comply with the requirements, nud 
promises wore conveyed to tho prisoners that the sentences would be 
nt once taken into consideration and commutations announced. In 
tho course of a day or two, however, further demands were made, •nd 
the prisoners were informed that thoy would be dressed in the prison 
gnrb under severer regulations spccinlly passed lor them unlees they 
nt once petitioned against this course. 

Again Mr. Innes represented their case to the Government nt tho 
nictate of his own feelings of humanity, and not prompted thereto by 
the prisoners themselves, most of whom wopld have been glad to ••• 
tho Government wreak their vengeance in petty and vindictive pro· 
visions. The propoaed a1terationa were, however, abandoned without 
protest from !l:;e prisoners after the supply of convict g!ll·b bad been 
sent up to the gaol. So matters went on day by d~y, each day 
bringing ita fresh instalments of threats, promises and cajoleries, each 
niorning its batch of disappointments. It was nt flret difficult to say 
what object the Government bad in vie~ in endeavouring to compel 
the Reformers to sign petitions, unless it were the unworthy one of 
desiring to humiliate men who were already down, or the perhaps 
more contomptiblo one of forcing them to turn informers by a process 
of 1lell-excusing and thus enable them to differentiate in the commutn· 
lions. The fact remained that repeated efforts were m~de and pressure 
brought to bear upon tbe man to induce them to sign. One pretext 
after another was used. Finally the nnkcd truth came out: the 
Government required each man to stnte in •n inJividual declarotion 
the extent· of his ~ill, the extenuating facts, and tho circumstances 
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under which ho boOO:me n.ssociated with the Reform movement. This 
was exactly w'mt. had been foretold by men. who understood Boer 
methods. . 

The means resoiled to by tho gaol officials to enforce this petition. 
signing were characteristic. The gaoler (Du Plessis) is one of the 
most unfavourable specimens of his race. Unscrupulous and brutal 
in his methods, untrustworthy as to his undertakings, and violent and 
uncertain in his temper, he singled out those among the prisoners . 
whom he considered to bo the loaders of tbe 'stiff-necked' party ns he 
termed it, and treated them with as much severity ns he could. These 
men found themselves unable to obtain those facilities which· were 
regarded as the right of all the _prisoners. Upon occasion their food 
was stopped at the gates, nod visitors-their wives and families-were 
refused admission, nlthough provided with permits from the proper 
authorities and complying with the gaol regulations; and on more 
than one occasion he informed individual members of this party that 
the 'petitions would have to be· signed,' that they would have to 'go 
down on their knees to tho Government,' otherwise they would ' rot 
in gaol.' All this undisguised eagerness to obtain tho signatw·ea 
naturally only strengthened the resolution of the men who stood out. 
They had already against their wishes and judgment signed one ap· 
plication, and mora than that they refused to do. When it was found 
to be impossible to induce the men to inform against each other, some 
modification was made in the demands of the petition·hunters and 
some prisoners were asked and iri.duced to mo.ko statements concerning 
their own part in the late movement, making no allusion to tho part 
played by others, and, for reasons which it is impossible to dil'ine 
unless it was designed to lend to something more, this was regarded by 
the Government n.s a. desirable step. ' 

The suspense and disappointment, added to the original sentence 
upon a man who was never mentioned in evidence, and who took no 
part in tho Reform movement beyond associating hhuselr with the 
organi?.ations for the protection of property in J ohanncshurg, told so 

·severely upon one of the prisoners that his mind became unhinged, and 
in the course of the following period be developed marked signs of 
homicidal and suicidal mania. His condition was so serious that 
strong representations were made to all the officials connected with 
the gaol-the gaoler himself, the district surgeon, the commissioner of 
)iolice, and the landdrost of Pretoda. The prisoners themselves 
organized a system of guards or watches over their comrade, pending 
the result of their representations to the officials. On the _fourth day, 
however, the unfortunate man, driven out of his mind by the constant 
and cruel disappointment of purposely raised hopes, eluding the watch· 
fulness of his friends, took hie own life. 

The news of this event was received with horror throughout South 
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Africa, the more so as for some days previously ' ~spapers had 
hinted at some such impending catastrophe. In ,he course of the 
inquiry which was held evidence was given ahow'~g that the gaol 
surgeon had reported the state of atlairs to the propor authorities some 
days before, but in a formal and half-hearted way. Evidence, how· 
ever, was forthcoming that four of the prisoners (themselves medical 
men) had forcibly represented the extreme seriousness of the case to 
the gaoler, the gaol surgeon illld the Janddrost of Pretoria, and had 
induced the assistant-gaoler and wn.rdera to support their reproscnta· 
lions, but all without avail. The result of the inquiry was to lay 
pn.rtial blame upon the doctor and to acquit everybody else-a result 
which the public have been used to expect in the Transvaal. It is 
somewhat difficult to see how the decision was arrived at, seeing that 
in the offices there was the record of a special pass granted to the 
unfortunate man's wife to visit him and remain with him for a con· 
siderable period on the previous day, in order to cheer him up and 
avert serious consequences. The incident told severely upon the nerves 
of those who were not themselves in the best of heo.lth, and it wns 
found necessn.ry immediately to release or remove others among the 
prisoners for fear of similar results. • 

The Government seemed to realize that it was incumbent upon them 
to do something in order to allay the feeling of indignation which wo.s 
being roused throl)ghout South Africa at their manner of treating the 
prisoners, so a further instalment of magnilllimity was decided upon. 
On the day of the unfortunate affair the manager of th'e Government 
newspaper, the Press, was authorized ,by President Kruger and other 
members of the Executil·e to inform the prisoners that they would 
have to make modified personal statements of the n.ture previously 
indicated, and if these petitions were presented to the Executive 

, Council by 8 a.m. on the folio win~ Monday (the prisoners would then 
'have been three weeks in gaol), orders for their release would be issued 
:by Monday night. In order to secure e. favourable reception of this 
: suggestion, it was arranged that the, clergyman who was to conduct 
'Divine service on Sunday in the gaol would deliver this message from 
the President to the prisoners at the conclusion of the service, and 
urge the men for their own. sakes and for the sake of their families 
nnd of their friends to abandon the posil!on which !hey had taken 
up, and to sign declarations of tho nature required, and so secure their 
release. Nor was this all. Outside the gaol the wives of those men 
who stood out against the petition movement were informed by Govern· 
ment officials that unless the demands of the Government were com· 
plied with by their husbands they would serve the full period of their 
sentence. Pressure was brought to bear upon these ladies, illld special 
facilities were given them to visit the gaol, avowedly in order to bring 
about the desired end. · 
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Eleven of t]~, prisoners-apart from the four whose punishment in 
substitution for death had not beett decided upon, and who were there
fore not concerned in the petitions-declined to reconsider their 
decision, and elco~d rather to serve their term of two years ; and 
they expressed tho conviction at the same time that these pt·omiscs of 
the President would not be kept any more than others had been. The 
result justified their judgment. After a postponement of two days on 
•ome flimsy pretext, the oflicial intinmtion of tho commutations was 
given to the prisoners on Wednesday, May 20. Instead of the t•elcnse 
positively and definitely promised, the term of imprisonment was 
reduced in the following degree:. 'fen men were released, twenty-four 
men were condemned. to three months', eighteen to five months', and 
four to one year's imprisonment; and the clemency of the Govern
ment towerds the four lenders was indicated by a sentence of fifteen 
years each. 

Even a short period of imprisonment under the existing oonditions 
meant certain death to a propot·tion of the men sentenced, and it is 
not to be wondered at that the ' magnanimity ' displayed by the 
Government after the disappointments a.nd delays seriously affected 
the hea.lth of a number of the men, following as it did closely upon tho 
tragic &ffa.ir already ·alluded to. 
· With regard to Messrs. Sampson and Davies no decision was 

announced, it being intimated by Dr. Leyds that, as they had made 
no petition, their case had not been brought before the Government, 
and the Executh·e had therefore no official knowledge of their existence. 
But the extent of the Government's magnanimity was even then not 
fully known. On the following day it was announced to the prisoners 
that they had been misinformed with regard to the five and twelve 
months' commutations-that the intention nnd resolution of th..
Executive was merely to grant these men permission to appeal at the 
end of the periods named to tbe aforesaid magnanimity. 

Some prominence has been given to the cases of those prisoners who 
were unable for physiMl·or other special reasons to withstand the 
strain; and it should therefore be made equally clear \hat in many 
cases the men regarded with contemptuous amusement the cat-and- · 
mouse policy and the stage-ruanageu magnanimity displayed towards 
them. They were perfectly well able and willing to endure the 
sentence passed upon them, and they were not misled by Boer 
pt·omises in which they bud never hrtu any faith at all. There are 
good reasons to be assigned for tlle willingness of runny of the men to 
make appeals to the Government: shccr·hard necessity aud the suffer
ings of those dependent upon them were among these reasons; and it 
is unfair to consider these appeals to have been due to loss of nerve. 

There were among the prisoners twenty-three Englishmen, sixteen 
South Africans, nine Scotchmen, six Americans, two Welshmen, one · 
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irishman, one Australian, one H~Ilandor, one Bavarian, onr Gorman, 
one Canadian, one Swiss, and one '£urk. This variety of n.otonalitics 
should receive due consideration when questions such as, for instance, 
that of the fiag, are considered. In this matter of petitions it w.., nob 
to be .expected that men whose associations with the couotry had been 
limited to a few years should experience the same depth of feeling and 
bitterness of resentment as the 1Jouth Africans born, who look upon 
the country as their native land, and who view with keen resentment 
the attitude of the Boers towarde. them in the Transvaal, so much at 
variance with their attitude towards the Boers in the neighbouring 
colonies. Nothing could illustrate this indifference in feeling better 
than the fact 'that of the eleven men who throughoub declined to sib'll 
petitions eight were South African born, one Australian, one English, 
and one Scotch. There is nothing discreditable to ·others in these 
figures; they simply indicate the difference of feeling which did, and 
indeed naturally must, exist, The South African. born men consider 
themselves to have been robbed of a portion of their birthright; the 
others have not tho same reason for thinking this • 

. With men of so many nationalities the position of the British 
Resident would in any case have been one of difficulty, especially after 
the part played by the High Commissioner. In the case of Sir Jacobus 
do Wet very little satisfaction was given. What caused the most com· 
mont and onnoyance among the prisoners was that official representa
tives of other countries appeared to have uousual facilities offered1hem 
to visit the subjects of their Government-at least, they could com. 
mand the ordinary. courtesies-whereas, in the ease of the British 
Agent, nothing of this sort existed. Frequently he wa.s observed 
standing outside the gaol in the worst of weather without shelter, 
patiently waiting until the gaoler would deem fit to see bim. In the 
meantime that official would stroll through the yard, making remarks 
to his subordinates indicative of the satisfaction he experienced in 
kcepi_ng the representative of Her Majesty outside in the rain and mud. 
Upon occasions when be was afforded admission he wa.s hustled 
through the yard by a warder, and not allowed to bold private con· 
versation with any of the prisoners. On several occasions be com
plained that he was refused admission by order of the gaoler, a.nd the 
spectacle of England's representative being turned away by an ignorant 
and ill-conditioned official like Dn Plessis wo.s not an edifying one. 
It is only necessary to say that upon an occo.sion when Du Plessis 
adopted tho same tactic.• towards the Portuguese Consul, that gentle· 
man proceeded at once to the Presidency and demanded as his right 
free admission to the gaol whenever he chose to go, and the right was 
promptly recognised, although there was no subject of his Government 
at the .time within the precincts. Indeed, the Portuguese Consul stated 
openly that he calied tor the purpose of visiting as a friend one of the 
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Reform prisoners, giving the name of one of the recalcitrants most 
objectionabl~ to the Government. The American Consul too carried 
matters with a high hand on the occasion of his visit to Pretoria, and 
it seemed as though the Paramount Power was the only one whlch 
the Tmnsva~l Government could afford or oared to treat with con. 
tempt. 

The period of gaol life afforded the Reformers some opportunity of 
studying a department of the Transvaal Administration whlch they 
had not before realized to be so bad)y in need of reform. . The system 
-if system it can be called-upon which the gaol was conducted may 
be gathered from the gaoler's own words. When one of the prisoners 
had inquired of him whether a certain treatment to whlch a whlte 
com1ct had been subjected was in accordance with the rules of the 
gaol, and had received a.n answer in the affirmative, he remarked that 
he did no~ think many of the Reformers could exist under such con

' ditions, Du Plessis replied: ' Oh no I Not one of you would be aUra 
a month if the rules were enforce')- No white man could stand them. 
Indeed,' he added, 'if .the rules were properlAJ enforced, not even a 
nigger could stand them I' 

Some subsequent experience of gaol-life induced the Reformers to 
accept this view as tolerably correct. It is known, for instance, thnt 
after the Malaboch Will' sixty-four of the tribe were incarcerated in 
Pretoria Gaol, Some twenty were subsequently released, but of the 
remainder twenty-six died within the year, Bad food, vile sanitary 
arrangements, and want of clothing and shelter contributed ;to this 
end. Mnlaboch was a petty chlef against whom an expedition was 
organized, ostensibly because he had refused to pay his taxes. The 
expedition is chiefly notorious on account of the commandeering of 
British subjects which led to the visit of Sir Henry Loch already 
described. It resulted-as these expeditions inevitably d<>-in the 
worsting of the natives, the capture of the chief and Ws headmen, and 
the parcelling out of his tribe as indentured servants among the Boers. 

Considerable sympathy was felt with Malaboch among the Uit
landers, not because of his refusal to pay taxes, hut because the 
opinion prevailed that this refusal was due only to the tyrannical and 
improper conduct of the Boer native commissioners; and a number of 
Johannesburg men resolved, in the interests of the native and also of 
the native labour supply on the Rand, to have the matter cleared up 
at the forthcoming trial of the chie~. Funds were provided and counsel 
employed, nominally to defend Ma.!aboch, but really to impeach the 
native commissioners, who in many cases were, and continue to be, a 
perfect curse to the country. No sooner had this intended course of, 
action become known than the Government deoided to treat their 
prisoners under the provisions of martial law-to treat them, in fact, as 
prisoners of war, who were liable ~o be indefinitely detained without 
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further 'trial. U ndcr these conditions they were placed in the Pretoria 
Gaol, and with the exception of a few subordinates, there tbey have 
lived-or died-since. The offences of these natives, for all anyone 
knows, may have been similar to ·those of Lnngalibalcle, Dinizulu, 
Secocoeni, Cetawayo, and other native chiefs whom the British 
Government have also disposed of without trial. But it is urged that 
these men are entitled to e. trial, because it is well known that tho 
provocation under which they committed their offences agninst the law 
-if, indeed, llllY were co!LI1litted-\Vas such as, in the minds of most 
people, would justify their action.' 

The position of a native in the Pretoria Gaol is indeed an unhappy 
one. Sleeping aecommodation-that is to say, shed accommodation-is 
provided for about one-quarter of the number conuned there, During 
fine weather it is no hardship upon the natives to sleep in the open 
yard, provided they have some covering. The blankete doled out to 
them are, however, in many cases, such as one would not allow to 
remain in one's kennels; and in wet or cold weather (and the fact is 
that during at least one quarter of the year the nights are cold, whilst 
during the five months' wet season rain may fall at any time) the 
sufferings of these unfortunates, many of whom have no blankets at n.ll, 
are very severe. Of course, the stronger fight their way into the ehed, 
and even fill the little covered passage-way; the others crouch or lie 
about in the open yard lilts wild beasts, without a vestige of shelter. 

On behalf of the native political prisoners representations were made 
by the gaol doctor that they were dying in numbers from scurvy lllld 
fever, for want of vegetable food. A special effort on his part secured 
for a few days some nllowance of this nature, out, the matter having 
been brought to the notice of General J oubcrt, the Superintendent-
General of natives, peremptory orders were issued to discontinue this; 
and this although the wretched creatures might have been sufficiently 
supplied !rom the gardens attached to the gaol which are cultivated by 
the prisoners, and the product of which wa.s used by the gaoler to feed 
his pigs. For a little whUe longer the doctor continued the vegetable 
diet at his own expense, but· being unable to afford this it was discon· . 
tinned, and the former death·rate was resumed. 

Floggings are quite common. ln many instances white men have 
been flogged there. It is not intended to suggest that this should not . 
have been done, but ca.ses occutTed in the Pretoria Gaol which are 
surely difficult to justify. Du Plessis stated to the Reform prisoners 
that he bad, with the sanction of the Landdrost, inflicted upon one 
prisoner named Thompson, who wa.s undoubtedly refractory and dis· 
obedient, upwards of eighty l<uhe8 within three week8, Re added 
that this was as good ns a death-sentence, because neither white nor 
black could stand two inflictions of twenty.five lashes, as they .were 

· t See Appendix E. 
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given in Pretoria Gaol, without pen:na.nent injury to tho constitution. 
Tho effect, be observed, of this severo punishment upon the back wM 
to cause tho blood to rush and sell!~ on the lungs, and in ~very case it 
resulted in fatal lung mischief. . • . 
· During the period of imprisonment the Reformers witnessed a con
siderable number of floggings. These, when inflicted by the assistant· 
gaoler or warders, were usuaJly marked by some kind of moderation and 
consideration for the prisoner's physical condition, and some regard for 
official decencies. The s&.me cannot be said of those in wbich Du 
Plessis himself took a prominent part. Upon one occasion, when a 
native had been released from the triangle, after twenty strokes from 
the cal had been borne without a murmur, DuPlessis suddenly became 
infuriated at the stoicism of his victim, .and, stepping towards him, 
knocked tho released man down with his fist and spurned him with his 
foot. Upon another occasion a boy of ten or twelve years of age 
(under what circumstances is not known). was taken by Du Plessis into 
the open yard, stretched in mid air by two warders gripping his wrists 
and ankles, and flogged with a cane by Du Plessis himself. The 
screams of tho child were heart-rending, and the sight caused one lady 
who happened to be visiting injbe gaol to faint. When the wretched 
urchin was released by the two warders and stood cowering before Du 
Plessis, the latter repeated his former performance of knocking his 
victim down with his closed fist. 

Jlfr. DuPlessis, it should .be remembered, is a sample of ·a certain 
class only of the Boors-not by any means of all. He is a man with 
a treacherous and vindictive temper, distinctly unplcasa.nt in appear
ance, being coarsely and powerfully built, and enjoying a.n expression
of countenance which varies between cunning a.nd insincerity on one 
hand aod undisguised malevolence on the other .. Some idea of .the 
general kindliness of his disposition may be gathered from his actions. 
On one occasion, when specin.l relaxation of the rules was authorized 
by the La.nddrost of Pretoria in order to enable a number ~f the 
J ohnnnesburg friends of the prisoners to see them, and when about 
one hundred permits had been issued by that officio! to men travelling 
over from Johannesburg speciaJly for the purpose, Du Plessis devised 
means to defeat this act of consideration, a.nd issued orders to his 
guards to admit only three visitors at a time to the gaol. As a conse
quence, more than half failed to gain admittance. Nor was he satisfied 
with thia; he informed the prisoners themselves that he wished the 
Landdr:>st bad issued two hundred passes instead of one hundred, so 
that he might let those J obannesburg people know who was ' haas ' 
there. Possibly the fact that on the previous day be had been severely 
rebuffed in his petition. campaign may have provoked this act of 
retaliation, · . · . 

Another instence of Mr. Du Plessis' system was afforded by the e~se 
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of an ola schoolmaster, an Englishman na.med Grant. He bail been a 
teacher upon tho farm of a Boer ncar Pretoria. Through some differ· 
once "ith his employer he was dismissed; and his own version of the 
affair indicates that he suffered considerable injustice. From the 
evidence given in the case, in which he subsequently fi:;ured, it 
appeared that, in order to urge his griemnce, be returned to the 
Boer's farm, and even re-entered the house which he had formerly 
occupied. Ho was arrested and charged with trespass, or threatening 
to molest his late employer and members of his family, and was bound 
over to keep the peace lor six months and to find £50 surety for the 
same, failing which he should go to gaol' for that period. This seemed 
to be rather a harsh sentence to pBss upon a man who was over fifty 
years of age, entirely destitute of moans, of very inferior physique, 

· and who had been charged at the instance of an individua.! who could 
certainly have protected himself-against five such men as Grant. No 
doubt the accused was an eccentric man, and probably a nuisance, 
and it is even possible that his conduct left the magistrate no afterna· 
live but to pass the sentence which he did: it is not intended to 
question the justice of this part of the affair. Having been sent to 
gaol, however, because he could not deposit £:!0, Grant was treated as 
·the commonest ma.!efactor in all respects but one-he wns allowed to 
retain his own clothing. The unfortunate old man made a pathetic 
picture with his seedy clothes, tail coat, tall white hat, and worn 
gloves, which he punctiliously wore whenever called upon to face the 
authorities-and it happened rather frequently. ·no objected to being 
classed and herded with the thieves and murderers and others whose 
crimes were e\'en more repulsive. He protested against the class of 
food that was served to him. For these remonstrances he at first 
received solitary confinement and even poorer diet; and later, with a 
brutality which one can surely' ouly find in e. Du Plessis, the unfortn· 
nate old roan was placed in the l{atlir stoci<B, thrown out in tho middle 
of the yard that he.might be humiliated in the sight of all, and kept 
there in the fierce heat of e. tropical sun for half a day. The sole 
excuse for this wo.s, that he had been unruly in protesting against the 
treatment whlch he was receiving. The spectacle excited the pity of 
the Reform prisoners to s1)ch an extent that, even with the certainty 
of an insulting rebuff from the gaoler, they endeavoured to represent 
the man's case so as to have him released, but without success. It 
need ouly be added that the unfortunate man did not serve his entire 
term, the first act of the first released Reformers being to pay up the 
surety required and provide him with funds to leave the eountry. 
Grant may have been as guilty and offensive as eccentricity can make 
a man, but nothing can justify the m•nner in which he was treated. 

The stocks in the hands of Du Plessis were not the mild corrective 
Instrument which they are aowetiw.es considered to be. Aecording to. 
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this authority; the sto~ks oan be made to in1lict various degrees" of 
punishment. Du Plessis states that when he took over the gaol, he 
found that the custom was to place men in the stocks within a cell, 
and to trust to the irksomeness of the position and the solitary confine· 
ment to bring about a better frame of mind; but he soon found that 
this system was capable of improvement. His first act was to place 
the prisoners, white or black, in the stocl<s in the middle of the yard, 
so that they should be exposed to the observation and remarks of nJl 
the officials and visitors and their fellow-prisoners. In e~plaining the 
reasons for this change, he said that he found that in a cool cell a man 
could be tolerably comfortable, and that even the most hardened of 
them preferred not to be seen in the stocks by others; whereas in the 
yard they were obliged to sit on the uneven gravel and to endure the 
heat of the sun, as well as being 'the cynosure of every eye.' But 
this did not satisfy the ingenious Du Plessis. The yard of the Pretoria 
Gaol inclines from south to north about one foot in four, and Du 
Plessis' observant eye detected that the prisoners invariably sat f•cing 
down the slope-for of course they were not allowed to lie down while 
in the stocks, this being too comfortable a position. Upon studying 
the question, he found that in this way much more ease was experienced 
owing to the more obtuse angle thus formed by the body and the legs, 
This did not suit him, and he issued further orders that in future a.ll 
prisoners in the stocks should be obliged to sit facing uphill, and that 
they s!\ould not be allowed to hold on .to the stocks in order to maintain 
themselves in this position, but should have to preserve the upright 
posture of the body by means of the exertion of the muscles of the 
back alone. Needless to say, the maintenance of such a position for 
hours at a time caused an agony of aches which many prisoners were 
quite unable to endure, and frequently the ruen were seen to throw 
themselves back and lie down at th~ risk of being kicked up by the 
vigilant Du Plessis, and confined in the stocks for a longer period than 
was originally intended. Nor did this complete the li•t of Mr. Du 
Plessis' ingenuities. The stocks bad been built to accommodate several 
persons at the same time, and he fow1d that by inserting the legs in 
the a.lternate holes, instead of in the pair as designed by the architect 
of the stocks, the inereased spread of the legs caused still greater strain 
upon hk victim. This was reserved for special cases-say one in every 
lour or five. 

The incidents here given illustrating the methods of this delectable 
individua.l were all witnessed by the Reformers. The account of Du 
Plessis may serve the purpose of showing the methods practised under 
a Government whose officia.ls are appointed, whenever possible, from 
the family circle, and not because of fitness. It is more especially 
designed to show the character of the man in whose hands the prisoners 
were placed with e.lmost absolute discretion ; the ruan who enjoys the 
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privilege ol discussing with his relative President Kruger, at any hour 
at which he may choose to visit the Presidency, the treatment to be 
accorded to his victims: the man who is retained in his position in 
spite of repented exposures by his superiors, and who is credited with 
exercising very considerable influence with Mr. Kruger: but, above o.ll; 
the man in whose charge remain up to the present time' the two 
Reformers, Messrs. Sampson and Davies, who declined to sign a.ny 
petition, and concerning whom Du Plessis stated openly: ' Wail until 
the others have gone, and if the Government leave them in my hands, 
I'll make them ready to sign anything.' Sufficient hns been said 
concerning this individual to warrant the description publicly given of 
him by Colonel Rhodes'-' A brutal and inhuman wretch I' Like 
most bullies, the man is also a coward. When he witnessed the out· 
burst of feeling among tho prisoners in consequence of the death of 
their comrade, he would not venture into the precincts of the gaol lor 
two days, until assured that tho men had ago.ln become capable of 
self-control. 

So much for the details' of gaol life. 
In the meantime, sympathy with the prisoners began to take practical 

form, and the unanimity of feeling on their beho.lf throughout South 
Africa, which was quite unexpected, and which greatly embo.rmssed 
the Boer Government, tended to bring matters to a bead. 1\fr. Rose 
Innes, who bad so generously and constantly exerted himself in 
Pretoria in,order to obtain some amelioration of the condition of the 
prisoners, and who bad, in his official capacity as watching the case 
for the Imperial Government, made a very strong report to the Colonial 
Office, did not content himself with these exertions. Upon his return 

. to Capetown, be suggested and organized the getting up of a monster 
· petition to the President and Executil·e, urging upon them in the 
·interests of the peace of South Africa to release the imprisoned men. 
The petitions were to represc71t the views of every town and village in 

· t (July. 1899.) They were tclensed in June, 1897. 
' Du Plessis' threats regarding Messrs. Sampson and Do.vics were rondo so 

openly and vengefully that Colonel F. W. Rhodes deemed it to be his duty .. 
soon as he was released to report the matter to the High Commission~r, with 
a view to insurit1g some measure o( protection for the two gentlemen above 
referred to. After the release of the other prisoners, Du .Plessis ,.,.as for a 
time suspended, owing to charges laid against him by the Inspector of 
Prisons. No investi~ation appears however to have been made, and the mnn 
Wll.'l reinstated. During the month of September, after Messrs. Sampson and 
Da.vies had already done five months of their sentence in Pretoria Gaol, this 
man, finding himself unable to break their spirit by other means, made • 
proposal to tho Government to separate the two and to place them m two 
small country gaols at wide distances apart and far removed from the friendly 
offices and w•tehfu) cyea of their friends, and thus deprive them of such 
benefit .. they may be able in lhejutu"' to get from pr?ximityto the official 
representative of England. In the past they have cortamly denved none. 
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South Afric~, o.nd were to be presented by the mayors or municipal 
heads of the communities. ·In this movement Mr. Rose· Innes was 
most ably seconded by Mr. Edmund Garrett, the editor of the Cape' 
Time~, and other prominent men. A movement of this nature natu
rally excited considerable attention in Pretoria; but the success of it 
was wholly unexpected. The President and his party had played tQ 
the South African gallery, and they bad not yet realized that th~y 
had in any way overdone the theatrical part. They had no suspicion 
of the real feeling with which the sentences were regarded, nor of the 
extent to which they had alienated sympathy by that and the subse· 
quent 'magnanimous' action. 'llfngnnnimity by inches' had been 
placarded throughout South Africa, and the whole game was charac
terized as one of cat e.nd mouse, in which the President was playing 
with his victims with indifference to the demands of justice and 
humanity, partly with a view to wringing concessions from the British 
Government, e.nd partly from a mistaken id~a that, by such a course, 
be would obtain credit at each step afresh for dealing generously with 
those who were at his mercy. 

The movement had been well organized. The resolution had been 
passed in every town in South Africa, even including the towns of 
the Free State. The mayors (over 200 in number) were on their 
way to Pretoria, when the President, with his back against the wall, 
realized for the first time that he had overshot the mark, and th~t · 
unless he releaaed the men before the arrival of the deputies he would 
either have to do so apparently at their instance or refuse to do so, 
and risk ·rousing a dangerous feeling. He chose the former course ; 
he roleased all the imprisoned men with the exception of the four who 
had been sentenced to death e.nd the two who bad refused to appeal .. 
Pretori~ e.nd Johannesburg were already lull of 'deputies and visitors 
from Cape Colony, Natal, and the Ftee State, .all bound on the same 
crre.nd of mercy. The feelings of these men, biought many hundreds 
of miles from their homes, sacrificing their own business and personal 
convenience in order to approach the President and to support a 
measure which they felt to be imperatively necessary to the allaying 
o! feeling in South Africa, may be imagined, but were not expressed, 
when they beo.rd that they had been allowed to undertal<e this journey 
as po.rl of the President's game, only to receive a slap in the face from 
His Honour by the carrying out of the measure before they were per
mitted to interview him. This, at least, wns what was felt to be the 
caae upon the release of the majority. Absolute proof of it was forth· 
coming within the week, when the President refused to receive the 
deputations, and kept them waiting in Pretoria until he had released 
the four leaders as well, without allowing the delegates the satisfaction 
of a courteous recognition of their mission. He admitted them, it is 
true, to an informal interview, in the course of which he managed to 
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,suit and outrage tho feelings of a good mo.ny by lecturing them and 
giving vent to very co.ndid opinions as to their personal action nne! 
;duties; but be would not receive their representatives officially. 
: On May 80 the prisoners, with the exception of the si:< already 
referred to, were' released, the terms boing that their fines should be 
paid at once, and the unexpired term of imprisonment remitted. Each 
one as released was required to bind himself· for the term of three 
years, reckoned from the BOth day of May, 1896, neither directly nor 
indirectly to meddle in the internal or external politics of the South 
African Republic, and to conduct himself as a lnw.abiding citizen of 
the State. 

In some cases the provision was added that if in the opinion of the 
Executive Collllcil the !erma of this undertaking s~ould be broken, the 
sentence of banishment, which was held in suspense, would come into 
force, and the men were required· to sign this addendum to the above 
undertaking. The resolution of the Executive Council, which deals 
with the mitigation of the sentences, states that the imprisonment 
portions of the sentences are remitted; that the fines (£2,00Q in all 
cases) must be paid at once; and that the banishment shall remain in 
abeyance subject to the faithful observance of the above undertaking; 
but that should any action be taken by any of the prisoners consti
tuting in the opinion of the Executive Council a brench of the above 
undertaking, the sentence of banishment shall come into force. 

There is no definition of the phrase 'meddle in politics,' nor is th~ro 
any indication of what in the opinion of the Executive Council con· 
slitutes politics. There is, of course, on record the President's own 
statement in pullic that he would not permit any discussion· on the 
dynamite o.nd railway questions, because they are matters of ' high 
politics'; and if haply the Executive should also hold this view, it is 
difficult to see bow any of the prisoners will be able to follow their 
ordin~ry business and attend to those commercial affairs in which 
they are concerned without committing some breach of this ridiculous 
provision. . 

No answer was received to tho many representations made on behalf 
of the lour leaders, except that the Government were busy with the 
matter. Upon the release of the other prisoners it was •uggested to 
them by friends outside that it would be a proper and politic course to 
proceed in a body to the Presidency and thnnlr the President for the 
action he bad taken in their respect, and at tho some time to beg of 
him· to extend a similar clemency to the four leaders who were still 
left in gaol. Most of the men were dead against toking any such 
action. They held very strongly to the opinion that they had been 
arrested by treachery, condemned by arrangement, and played with as 
counters in an unscrupulous manner. They recognised no obligation 
towards the President. They could see no magnanimity in a policy 
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which had secured their arrest under the circumstances described, 
which inveigled them into pleading guilty to a nomino.l offence, and 
which imposed upon them a sentence such as that passed. They 
considered the enormous fine which they were then ciilled upon to 
P"Y• to say nothing of the imprisonment which they had already 
suffered, wholly disproportionate to the offence, and their natural 
impulse was to avoid the man who was directly responsible for it all, 
or at least not to meet him under circumstances so unequal, when they 
would bs sure to be insulted, and would be obliged to suffer the insult 
in silence. ' 

Some of them, however, yielded to the represent~tions of their 
friends, who considered that it should be done for the sake of the men 
who were not yet released: whilst there were others who expressed 
the view that they would rather go back and do their imprisonment 
than suffer the humiliation which it was proposed to inflict; that they 
would not do it for themselves, and they could not bring themselves 
to do it for anybody else. A considerable number of tho prisoners 
cnlled upon His Honour; and this wn.s the 'dog' interview. After 
hearing tho address of the men, the President proceeded to pal him· 
sell and his people on the back, saying that he knew he had behaved 
with great magnanimity and moderation, and that he hoped that such 
generosity would not be entirely thrown away. 

'You must know,' be saiol, 'that I eometimea ban to punish my 
dogs; and I find that there are dogs of two kinds. Some of them 
who are good come back and lick my boots. Others get away at a 
distance and snarl at me. I see that some are still snarling. I am 
glad that you arc not like them.' 

Those among his hearers who could understand His Honour's 
remarks, although they bad been prepared lor much, were certninly 
not prepared lor this. The interpreter stood for a moment without 
rendering into English the metaphor chosen by the worthy President, 
and even 1Iis Honour-slow to perceive where be has transgressed. 
the limits of etiquette and good breeding-gathered from the expres· 
sions upon the faces that something was wrong, and turning to the 
interpreter, so.id: 

'Oh, that's only my joke I Don't interpret that to them.' 
But those who witnessed it say that there was no joke in his voice or 

his eye as he said it. Proceeding then with more circumspection, he 
wall<ed out his dog in another form, end said that it was very well to 
punish the little dogs as he had punished them, but somebody should 
also punish the big dog-evidently referring to Mr. Rhodes-and in the 
course of a homily he again mixed his parable, sticking aJl the time to 
his dog, however, remarking, in conclusion, that it was very well to 
punish the dogs, but what was to happen to the owner of the dogs, 
who stood by urging them on and erying ' Tsaa '? 
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Throughout the week His Honour continued to make the homely 
· dog work to good purpose, but the interview with the released 
Reformers was, it is believed, the first occasion upon which he made 
use of it. Certainly on no other occasion did the President do such 
ample justice to his reputation as a. finished diplomat. 
: In the meantime negotiations bad been proceeding lor obtaining the 
release of the leaders. The friends and representatives of the four 
prisoners had become subject to all manner of attentions from numbers 
of people in Pretoria; near relations of the President himself, high· 
placed Government officials, their relatives, hangers-on, prominent 
Boers, and persons of all sorts. and descriptions, all ofTered their 
services and indicated means by which the thing could be arranged. 
All wanted money-personal bribes. The prisoners themseh·es wore 
similarly approached, and they who a month previously had been con
denined to death witnessed with disguet a keen competition among 
their enemies for tho privilege of efTecting-nt a price--their releuse. 
Dny after d~y they were subjected to the disgusting importunities of 
these men-men who a little while before bad been vaunting their 
patriotism and loudly expressing 11o desire to provo it by hanging these 
same Reformers . 

. The gaoler Du Plessis, representing himself as having been sent by 
the President, suggested to the four men that they should ' mnko a 
petition.' They declined to do so. Du Plessis was then reinforced by 
the Chief Commissioner of Police, and the two officials ngnin urged 
this course, but stated that they did not wish it to be known that they 
hud been sent by tho Executive, and therefore could not consent to 
their names being used. Upon these terms the prisoners ngo.in 
declined. They said that if they were to hold any communication 
with the Government, they required to have it on record that they did 
so nt thQ suggestion of the two responsible gaol officials who rcpre· 
sentcd themselves as expressing the wisb of the Executive Council. 
After further delay and consultations with the President and others 
the two officials above named consented to allow their names to be 
used in the manner indicated, , Not content with this, the prisoners 
demanded that they should be allowed to send an independent mcs· 
senger to the President to ascertain whether J:te really required a 
written appeal for revision of sentence. Having received confirmation 
in tlus manner, the four men addressed a letter to the Executive 
Council. In this letter they stated that they had been sentenced to 
death ; that the death sentence bad been commuted; and that they 
understood-but had received no authoritative information on the 
subject-that they were to suffer instead a term of fifteen years' 
imprisonmenl They suggested the imposition of a monetary penalty 
in place of the imprisonment ; they stated that they held nnd repro. 
'sented important interests in the State, and that thci believed their 
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release would wnd to the ~estoration of confidence and favourable 
conditions in the business community of the Hand; and the~ 
concluded by saying that, if the Executive saw fit to adopt this 
suggestion, they-the prisoners-would return to their business in 
goo•l faith. 

It had frequently been intimated to these men that it would be 
impossible for the Government to impose a fine in place of the death 
sentence because money so obtained would be blood·monoy. Reference 
bad been made in the Executive Council tc biblical precedents, notably 
the case of Judas, and the opinion was held that if blood-money were 
taken the Lord would visit His wrath upon the people. 

The Boers are in their way a very religious people. But they are 
also essentially practical ; and it is difficult to find an instance in 
which the re!igioun principle bas operated to their commercial dis, 
advantage. This, at any rate, was not one. The train of reasoning 
which led them to justify the imposition of a fine was somewhat in 
this wise: To. impose a fine would be to take blood-money, and would 
b~ immoral and iniquitous; to aecept the ~(f&r of a present on con
dition that the sentence should be entirely remitted, however, would 
be quite another thing. 

So negotiations were set on foot to induce the prisoners to make the 
necessary offer, and the prisoners, as has been shown, did so. This 
aatisfied the religious scruple of the Boer, but the terms of the offer 
were not satisfactory to his commercial requirements. It became· 
necessary to make a definite offer. Further negotiations followed, and 
the prisoners gathered that an offer of £10,000 apiece would be viewed 

'\\ith favour by the President and his ad\isers; and it was stated by 
members of the Volksraad and prominent officials who were in the 
confidence of and in communication with the Government that, in the 
event of such a contingency arising as the prisoners making an offer of 
cash, the Executive would not take the money for the benefit of the 
State, but would accept. it for charitable purposes-an educational 
institute or a hospital, or some such object. 

This was communicated to the prisoners by the personages referred 
to, and !l.ll offer was accordingly made of £10,000 apiece. The matter 
was discussed in the Executive Council, and the Boer, true to his 
instinct Md record, perceived an opportunity to improve his position. 
The religious gentlemen who would not take blood-money now objected 
that the amount proposed was altogether too small, and the President, 
with that readiness so characteristic of him, observed that he thought 
the prisoners must have made a mistake, and meant £·!0,000 apiece 
instead of £40,000 for the lot. 

Another delay ensued, and in the meanwhile more and more deputies 
flocked to Pretoria, and stronger grew the leeling, and more angry, 
disappointed, and disgusted grew the communities of J ohnnnesburg 



/ r,.aFE IN GAOL 219 

\letter and wholJ..,..IIll?rosident, however, pl•yed his game unmoved by 
'",1~:.-

1

,.,..__..........:ui:Hdern.tions. . 
The next announcement !rom the Executive was " wholly no· 

expected one. It was that they felt it necessary to consult Judge 
• Gregorowsld as to the amount of money which ought to be taken ns a 
· don~>tion to charities. Tho matter of assessing the ''nlue of a denlh· 
sentence in cash might perhaps bo deemed a perplexing and a difficult 
one fro!lllack of precedent, yet nobody supposed the Executive Council 
to be unequal to the task. It might also seem unfair to imposo this 
further burden of responsibility upon a judge, but Mr. Gregorowski 
had proved himself superior to precedent ll!ld untrammelled by custom; 
and thoro was much to bo said in favour of continuing an o.qsociulion 
which had worked very s~tis!aotorily so far. --' 

When, however, the President, with that resolute doterminntion to 
be generous which was so well advertised, at last overca.me all obstacles 
and succeeded in holding a meeting of. his advisers to receive Mr. 
Gregorowski's .report, nod when it was found that that gentleman 
nsseised capital punishment at £25,000 per head, tho Executive Council 
with one accord avowed themselves to be so utterly taken by surpriso 
by the announcement that they required time to think the matter over 
and decide npon a course of action,. 

No doubt this opinion of Mr. G1·egorowsld's took them quite as much 
by surprise as did his original sentences. However, in the course of a 
day or two they had recovered sufficiently to intimate to tho prisoners 
that, if they would amend their first offer of £40,000 for tho four and 
xnnl<c it one of £40,000 apiece, tho Executive would decline to accept 
so large a sum, as being greater tllnn they considered equitable, and 
would reply that in the opinion of the Government £'25,000 apiece 
would be sufficient. It was quite pl•inly intimated that this procedure , 
presented certain attractions to the President, who desired for political 
purposes to exhibit further magnanimity. The prisoners, who by this 
time bad gained some insight into Mr. Kruger's methods, who knew 
from past experience the value of his promises, and who could find no 
record in history to encourage them in participating to this extent in 
the confidence trick, point-blank refused to have anything to do 
with it. · 

They agreed to mal<e a formal offer of e. 'reasonable ' fine, leaving 
the interpretation of this to the Government, but only on the distinct 
Ullderstanding that the amount should not exaoed £25,000 each. They 
had learned that Mr. Gregorowski h•d fixed this amo.unt, and that the 
Executive had agreed to accept it, and they would not offer a penny 
more lor magnani!ility or anything else. Thoy staled in plain terms 
that they looked upon this mattP.r simply ns a bargain ; that if they 
should get out they wore paying their way out, and that in so far ns 
their releo.se from the position was concerned the transaction was 
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closed upon business terms, and there should~ be:",:)~.~~ f&vourable;, 
as to gratitude or magnanimity. The fines were paid, I sn~.!>'l..&1P.ll'L 
the leaders were released. 

Messrs. Phillips, Farrar, a.nd Hammond, who were compelled, 
through their business ties to continue their association with the 
Transvaal, signed the same undertaking concerning politics as that 
given by the rest of the prisoners-with the difference that in their 
case it operates for a period of fifteen years. Colonel Rhodes, how· 
ever, declined to give the required undertaking, and elected to to.ke his~ 
sentence of tilteen years' banishment. On the night of June 11, there
fore, he was sent across the border under escort, and passing through 
the Free State, proceeded at once to l\Io.tabeleland to render what 
assistance he could to hie brother in the suppression of the rebellion. 
As though the excitement of the past few months had not been suf. 
ficient, it may be added that in the first engagement in which he took 
part on his arrival at Buluwayo his horse was shot, and he narrowly 
escaped the same fate himself. 

From time to time adverse comment bas been mode on the subject 
of this undertaking of the Reformers to abstain from further participa· 
tion in politics. The position of the Reformers was this: They had 
entered upon the movement to obtain the redress of certain matters 
closely affecting their feelings as men and their interests and business 
as settlers in the country. They were disarmed and placed at the 
mercy of the Boer Government by the action of England's repre
sentative. To decline to give the pledge required would entail banish· 
ment, which would in many cases.!llean ruin to them, and in nil cases 
would remove them from the sphere in which they might yet con
tribute to the attainment of the ends they bad in view. The only 
compensating consideration possible in such a course would be that 
the redress rlesired would be effected through the influence of the 
Imperial Government ; but since the Imperial Government had shown 
that under the circumstances they were neither willing nor able to 
maintain to o. logical conclusion the position which they took up when 
they secured disarmament, the Reformers concluded that their obvious 
course was to give the required undertaking. It is true that several 
among them did decline to give this underto.king, saying that they 
would prefer to serve their terms of imprisonment; but they received 
the answer that after the term of two years' imprisonment the Govern
ment would still require the undertaking or enforce the banishment 
clause, so that it appeared to them there was no way out of it but to 
sign what was required and wait patiently. 

It is perfectly obvious that one of two alternatives will present itself. 
Either the Government will come to regard this provision as a dead 

1 lt seems like refieoting on tho reader's intelligence to add that nothing 
more b .. been beard of the ' charities.' 
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letter, and wholly ignore it; or some of tho men, In the course of their 
business and in dealing with economic questions such as they are 
morally entitled to discuss, will fall foul of the 'opinion of the Executive.' 
The issue will then be a. very clear one, and many of those who were 
strongly opposed to the Reformers on the premisses on which they 
started will find themselves in cordial agreement with them in later 
developments.t 

The Reform movement closed for the time being with the release ol 
the leaders. Sixty-four men had been committed for trial. From 
four of them the Government had received £100,000, sod from fifty· 
six others £112,000, One was dead; one had fallen so seriously ill 
before the trio.! that he was unable to present himself with the rest, 
but on recover,ing sod announcing his intention to plead ' Not guilty ' 
e.nd fight it_ out, the case against him was withdrawn. 

There remained two men, Messrs. Sampson e.nd Davies, whose case 
the Government had refused to consider because they declined to 
appeo.l. They had been sentenced on April 28 to two years' imprillon· 
ment sod £2,000 fine, or failing payment, to another year's imprison
ment, and to three years' banishment ; sod under that sentence do 
they lie at the present moment in the Pretoria Gaol, at the mercy of 

· the Boer Government and its very-competent representative Mr. Du 
Plessis,' 

1 (July, 1899,) A clear indic.tion of the Government' a dispoaition towards 
tho Reformers was given by tho treatment accorded to Mr. Lionel Phillii~· 
In consequence of a publication by Sir John Willoughby of on article on the 
subject of the Raid, which failed to accurately represent the facts us they 
were present to tho minds of the Reformers, Mr. Phillips wrote an article in 
the Nintte&n.th Ccnt1tn.J mauazine, 'vhich was purely historical, moderate in 
tone, and obviously desi:.,rned only aS an answer to the allegations which had 
been mndc. The Executive Council arrived at the conclusion thst it w11s a 
breach or his undertaking to abstain from interference in politics, and they 
iss ned a. decree of ba.nishment ngu.inst him. As Mr. Phillips hnd taken up his 
residence permanently in Europe, and as it wos well known that it would be 
extremely inconvenient for him to return to South Africa in order to dispute 
this action, it was generally CODBider.d that the object of the move was to 
establish a precedent, so to say, on the cheap, and in the same spirit to 
intimidate others among the Reformers who were believed not to ha.va lo9t 
their uJtercst in the cause of reform nor to have abandoned their int.ntion to 
begin again as: soon as: they wm·e free to do so. It is no exaggerotion to say 
tnat scarcely a week could have passed during the last two and a half yearn in 
which some or all of the half dozen Uitlondcrs most prominent in the cause 
of tefonn ha.ve not been in receipt of a. warning of one kind or another, 
ranging from apparently friendly lidvioo not to take too Jcccn an interest in 
certain matwrs, up to the giddy eminence of being black-listed in the Duwh 
papers us one of those to be dragged out and shot without trial .. a traitor . 
and a robe!. Such are the conditions under which the unanned Uitlandcrs 
labour for refonn. 

' (July, 1899.) Du Plessis was promoted to be Chief Inspector of Prisons 
ehortly after tho reie .. e.of Messrs. Sampson &nd Davies, sod atill holda thai 
peat I 
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Much kudos has accrued to Mr. Kruger for his magno.nimlty and 
much profit .for his astuteness I Great credit is also given to Mr. 
Chamberlain for his prompt impartiality. And surely some day n 
tribute of sympathy and admiration will go out from a people who 
like pluck and who love fair play to two Englishmen who bold that a 
solemn pledge is something which even a Boer should hold to, whilst 
self-respect is more than liberty and beyond all price. 

PART !I.-A. POSTSCRIPT 

CHAPTER X 

THREE YEARS' GRACB 

VERY seldom has any community been in a position so unsatisfactory 
M that in which the people of Johannesburg found themselves in 
the year 1896. Judgments passed in the heat of the moment upon 
matters which had not been properly explained, and which. in many 
cases were completely obscured by deliberate misrepresentation, had 
incurred for the community dislike, contempt, and mistrust which 
were wholly undeserved. Those who knew t.he facts, and who were 
able and willing to speak-the Reformers themselves-were bonded 
to abstain from politics for three years under penalty of banishment. 
:Uetrayed, deserted, muzzled, helpless, hopeless, and divided, no com
munity could h~ve been in a more unsatisfactory condition.· It waJ 
abundantly clear that the time had been allowed to pass when the 
Imperial Government might have insisted upon reforms a.nd the fulfil
ment of the President's.promises-not in the spirit in which they had 
been made, but in the BJ>irit in which the President himself had in
tended the world to construe them. The impact of the revelations 
was too great to permit of public judgment quickly recovering its 
balance. It was realized that Mr. Kruger's effects had been admirably 
stage-managed, and that for the time being, and possibly far· a very 
considerable time, the Uitlanders wete completely out of court. Thora 
were a few-but how few !-whose faith was great and whose eom·ic· 
tion that the truth must preva.il was abiding, who realized that there 
was nothing for it but to begin all over again-to begin and to perse
vere upon sound lines; and they took heart of sueh signs as there wcte 
and started afresh. 

It has been an article. of faith with them that Mr. Kruger missed 
his supreme chance at the time of the trial of the Reformers, and that 
from the date of the death-sentence his ju~gment and his luck have 
failed him. He abused his good fortune and the luck turned, so they 
say; &Ud the events of the last three years go to support that impres· 
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sion. To his most fuithful'ally amongst the Uitlanders the President, 
in the latter days of 1896, commented adversely upon the ingrotitude 
of those Reformers who had not called to thank him for his m•g· 

· nanimity; lind this man replied: ' You· must stop toJ.king about that, 
President, because people are laughing at you. Yoll made a· bargain 
with them and they paid the price you asked, so now they owe you 
nothing.' But His Honour 11ngrily repu<liated that construction ; 
nothing will convert him to that view. 

It has been said that Dr. Jameson is the best friend Paul Kruger 
ever had, and with equal truth it may be said that in 1896 President 
Kruger proved himself to be the best friend of the Reformers. Not 
even the most sanguine· of his enemies could have expected to witness 
·tb.a impolitic and unjust acts by which the President revealed himself, 
vindicated the Reformers, and undermined a position of unparalleled 

. strength in an incredibly short time. The bargaining and tho ·bad 
grn¢e which ma.rked the release of the Reformers bad prepared the 
world to view 1\fr, Kruger's action and attitude a little more critically 
·than it had hitherto been dispo,ed to do. The rea.! conditions of 
Dr. Jameson's surrender had also become known, and although the 
action of the Boer 1eaders was regarded as far to6 trifling a matter 
to be seriously considered as against the Raid itself, nevertheless a 
residuum of impression was left which helped to form opinion at a 
later stage." There followed, ~oo, an irritating correspondence betweon 
the Transvaal and Imperial Gove.rnments, in the course of which 
Dr. Leyda successfully established his "skill as a smart letter· writer 
and his limitations as a .statesman.· The Municipal Law, the first 
product· of the ' forget and forgive.' proclamation-which proclama· 
lion, by-the-by, had already begun to prove itself an awkward 
weapon placed in the hands of his enemies by President Kroger him. 
self-had been exposed and denounced as farcical, and it now required 
but little to convince the once admiring world of the President's real 
character and intentions. · That little was forthcoming in a touch of 
ridicule' more potent than all arguments. . 

The Transvaal Government formulated their demand for damages 
for the Raid in a form which made everyone smile-£677,938 Bs. 3d. 
for actua.l outlay, and £1,000,000 for ' Moral and Intellectual 
Damages.' · What with the fines of the Reformers and tho seizure of 
the provisions of all sorts acquired by them for the purposes of the 
Reform movement, which latter must have exceeded £50,000 in value, 
the Boer Government had a.lready received upwards of a quarter of a 
million, and had, in fact, made a profit on the Raid; so that this 
demand came 118 a surprise even to the Uitlanders, as much, perhaps, 
due to the extraordinary phrasing of the demand as to the amount 
claimed, 

It may be wondered why, under provocation so great as that of 
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complete abandonment by tho country whose representative had 
placed them in their then hopeless position, no ·distinct movement 
took place-no tendency even developed itse11-among the Uitlanders 
generally to unite with the Boers in favour of a Republican move-. 
men\ throughout South Africa, to the e:>:clusion of the Imperial power. 
In answer to this it must be said that such o.n ideo. undoubtedly did 
take strong hold of the non-British portion of the Uitlander popula
tior., as witness the mnnner in which the Cape Colony Dutchmen, 
Hollanders, Germans, and individuals of other European nationalities 
associated themselves with the Boer party, almost invariably by open 
declaration, and in many cases even by natumlization, thus forfeiting' 
their own national rights nnd obtaining nothing but vague promises 
and the liability to military service in return. But the Republican 
movement made no further headway than this because British subjects 
formed the large majority of the Uitlnnders. They had, it is true, a 
great grievance ag~inst the Imperial Government, but against the 
Tronsvaal Government they bad one greater still; and it would take 
a great deal to kill the passionate loyalty of the British South African, 
It would be idle to discuss what might havo happened had Mr. Kruger 
seized his opportunity and Jet in a considerable section of the thezt 
unenfranchised to strengthen the ranks of the Republican party; that 
can only be a matter of individual conjecture. What is certain, how
ever, is that he did not do so, and never intended to do so; wherein 
his ln~k of statesmanship is again made manifest. 

Mr. Kruger has carried out in its fullest (its best or its worst) the 
ch.racteristic principle of his people already referred to-that of 
giving too little and asking too much. It is doing only bare justice 
to the determination with which he adheres to the policy of his life to 
say that he gives nothing to anybody- From the most distant to the 
nearest he deals alike with all With the people of Europe, ho has 
tnxed their investments, disregarded their interests and flouted their 
advice; but, nevertheless, he has for years commanded their moral 
support. In his dealings with the British Government, pushed as 
they have been some half a dozen times to the very verge of war, be 
hns invariably come off with something for nothing. In his dealings 
with the Uitlsnders he has bartered promises and in return-circum
apke I In the matter of the events of 1895·96 he came out with a 
quarter of e. million in cash, a claim for £1,677,938 Bs. 3d, (including 
'l\Ioral and Intellectual Damages'), and a balance of injured innocence 
which may not be expressed in figures. In his dealings with Cape 
Colony he has taxed the products of their land and industry; be went 
to the verge of war to destroy their trade in the case of the closing of 
the Vaal River drifts ; he bas permitted the Nether lands Railway to so 
arrange its tariffs as to divert traffic from them to other p•rts; he bas 
refused to their people (his own flesh and blood, amonli' whom he was 
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horn) the most elementary rights when they settle in his country I 
Alld yet in hia need he c..Us upon them, and they come I His treat. 
ment of the Orange Free State baa been eiaclly the same. Their 
grievance against him is incomparably worse, because of their liability 
to become involved in tho consequences of a policy which they are 
not allowed to influence. But President Kruger is, above all things, 
practical Everything is gauged by the measure of the advantage 
which it can bring to him; and his treatment of the Free Stato is 
determined by their utility to him and his power over them, and is 
not influenced by their moral claims upon his goodwill. Natal and 
Portugal have their experience. of broken agreements and strained 
interpretations, of intrigues with native subjects and neighbours for 
the extension of rights or boundaries, ..U designed to benefit the Trans· 
vaal and to undermine them. All, all with the same result I Some· 
thing for nothing I Within the borders of the Transvaal the policy is 
the same. Moral rights and the claims of justice are unrecognized. 
For· services rendered there may be some return-& privilege, a con· 

· tract, an appointment. But this cannot be properly regarded as a 
neglect of principle upon Mr. Kruger's part, for, after all, the reward 
is at the expense of the Uitlanders. It is usually the least price at 
which the service could be secured; and it is generally in such form 
as to give the recipient a profit in which tbs members of the Govern· 
ment party largely share; but it never confers a power to which the 
}'resident himself is not superior; indeed, it is almost invariably 
hedged about by such conditions as to make its continuance. depen. 
dent upon the President's goodwill .. 

If anyone should think this description of conditions in the Trans· 
vaal and of the Presiden\'s,p6y to be unduly harsh, let him satL<fy 
himself by an investigation of those matters which appear on merely 
superficial examination to support opinions contrary to those expressed 
by the writer. Let him examin& the terrris of the closer union with 
the Free State, the circumstances leading to the closing of the V nal 
River drifts, the condition of the Dutch subjects of Cape Colony and 
of the Orange Free State in the Transvaal, the Netherlands Railway 
tariffs as they operate· against Cape Colony and .the Free State, tho 
Railway Agreement with Natal,. tho disputes with Portugo.l, tho 
attempts to acquire native territory on the East Coast, the terms of 
the Netherlands <Railway Concession, Selati R..Uway Concession, 
Dynamite Concession- in fact, ..U other concessions, monopolies, 
contract~, privileges, . appointments, and ~ghts~ m~de, granted, .or 
entered into by Pres1dent Kruger to or w1th his friends. Let him 
recall .the treatment and the fate of some of those to whom ampler 
reference will be made later on; for instance, Chief Justice Kotze and 
Judge Ameshof, who in the dealings with tho Reformers rendered 
valuable-but perhaps injudicious and unjudicial-service, as already 
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sufficiently described; the trcntment of Dr. Coster, the Stnte Mtorn'ey, 
who o.Jso deserved better of the President; the public repudiation of 
Mr. J. B. llobinson, whose friendship lor President Kruger had been 
frequently and lllllply evidenced to the grave dissatisfa~tion of the 
Uitlander population ; . the public and insulting repudiation of Sir 
Henry de Yillieni1 the Chief Justice of Cape Colony, niter be bad 
Berved hie purpose I The result of any such inquiry must confirm the· 
conclusion that ' something for nothing' is the President's pollcy and · 
achievement. 

A policy or a movement which is to involve the eo.operation of 
thousands of intelligent men cannot be carried out upon such terms, 
and this may be regarded as the main reason why the spirit of 
Republicanism did not generally develop itself under circumetances 
apparently so favourable to it .. The President's policy may be con· 
sidered astute or unwise according to the point of view from which it 
is regarded. Viewed from the standpoint of the State itself, un
doubtedly it fa.ils lamentably in statesmanship. In the interests of 
the Boer party, however, or of the man Paul Kruger, it may well 
be doubted whether the policy may not be a token of remarkable 
sagacity. He knows his own limitations and the limitations of. hie· 
people, He knows that to freely admit to a share in the Government 
a number of intelligent people would make a continuance of himself 
or his party in absolute power for any length of time a matter of utter· 
impossibility. In these circumstances the problem which Presidenl· 
Kruger had set himself was a remarkably difficult one.· To republicanize 
South Africa, to secure the support of the majority of the white 
inhabitants, and yet to yield no whit of power to those by whose aid 
ho would achieve his object, would. indeed bo carrying to sublime 
heights the policy of 'something for nothing.'' · · 

Many years before the Raid Mr. Krnger had a well·dcfincd policy to' 
republicanize South Africa, and the Uitlanders of the Transvaal were 
quite alive to it, as may be gathered by reference to their newspapers; 
But tho voice was as a voice crying in the wilderness in those days, 
and, as has been said, it requlred the Jameson Raid to advertise tho· 
conditions in the Transvaal, and to direct attention to what had been 
proclaimed unheeded for many years. Immediately prior to the Raid 
Mr. Kruger WM floundering in a morass of. difficulties. The policy of · 
'something for nothing' had been exposed, and it. was seen through 
by all the Dutchmen in South Africa, and was resented by all save hie 
own little party in the Transvaal ; but the J llllleson Raid gave the 
President a jumping-off place_on solid ground, and he was not slow to 
take advantage of it. 

It is not too much to say that the vast majority of people in Europe 
and America are indebted to Dr. Jameson lor any knowledge which 
they may have acqulred of the Transvas.l and its Uitlander problem. 
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Theirs is a disordered knowledge, a.nd perhaps it is not unnatural that 
they should in a manner share lhe illusion of the worthy snilor who, 
alter attending Divine service, Mllllulted the first Israelite he mob 
because he had only just heard of the Crucifixion. A number of worthy 
people are still disposed to excuse many things in the ~'ransva.al bee~~use 
of the extreme provocation given by the Jameson Raid. The restric
tions upon English education are considered to be • not unnatural when 
one remembers the violent attempt to swamp the Dutch.' The exces· 
siva armaments are held to be • entirely justifiable, considering wh1.t 
has happened.' The building of forts is • r.n ordinary precaution.' 
The prohibiting of public meetings is • quite wrong, of course, but oan 
you wonder at it?' Many of these wort.hy people will, no doubt, leam 
with pained surprise that all these things were among the causes which 
led to the Reform movement of 1895-96, and are not t.he consequcnC<Js · 
of that movement, as they erroneously suppose. The Preas Law and 
Publio Meeting Act .had been. passed; arms had been imported and 
ordered in tons of thousands; machine guns and quantities of am· 
munition also; forts were being built ;' the suppression of all private 
schools bad been advocated by Dr. Mansvelt-alllong, long before the 
Jameson R_a.id. So also had the republican propaganda boon at work, 
but it had not caught on outside the two Republics. 

. .Difficult as his task might appear, Mr. Kruger had now command of 
the two great persuasive forces-money and sentiment. With the 
money he pushed on the forts, and imported immense quantities of 
big guns, small arms, and ammunition-far in excess· of what could 
possibly be used by the whole of the Boer population of the Transvaal 
after making every allowance for spare arms in reserve ; and such an 
extraordinary supply was not unnaturally believed to be assigned for 
the use· of others outside the Transvaal. More than this, an army of 
emissaries, agents, and spies- in th~ pay of the Transvaal Go,•ernmcnt 
were spread about the Free State, Cape Colony, and Natal. News
papers were supported in different parts of South Africa and a con· 
siderable amol!Dt of money was spent upon the Press in France and 
Germany. · · 

It. would be absurd to suggest and it would bo unjust to let it be 

'That President Kruger always contemplated controlling the Uitlander 
Jl<lpulation by arbitrary methods was proved by the choice of tho site for the 
Johannesburg fort. '!'his site, on .a. hill commanding th·e town, had been 
reserved by Government fro1~1 tho c?mmencement, and when tho ~o~oda. .. 
lion in tho old gaol proved msulli01ent and -a new gaol was reqmred, 1t was 
located on. this spot, then a favourite residential quarter of the town. A 
deputation of ofliciuls waited upon the President to ur•e tho placing of ths 
new gaol in a more convenient lo?~litY elsewhere .. His !'io~onr replied 'that 
he did not care about the convemence. Ho was gomg to butld the gaol there, 
because some day the town would be troublesome, aud he 'vould want to con~ 
vert the· gaol into a fort and put guns there before th<1t time came.' That 
was at l•.ast four years before the !\aid. · 
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inferred that till those who were cl.rawn into sympathy with the Boers 
supported or were even cognizant of President Kruger's ultimate aim. 
It is an everyday experience that the scope of work and ambition 
expands as one progresses. Whether the strong man really sees his 
ultimate goal and tackles with magnificent courage the innumerable 
and seemingly insurmountable obstacles which lie between him and it, 
or whether in the wisdom and mercy of Providence there is such an 
adjustment of courage and foresight as prevente him from seeing more 
than he is able to face, who can say? But what is beyond ali doubt 
is that, given the one strong man who does know his mind, be will 
lead as the Pied Piper led, and there is no thought in his following to 
ask the whither and the why. 

Given the sympathy and the means, the difficulty of President 
Kruger's self.imposed task was not so great as at first appeared, To 
some it wa.s advisable to do no more than point to the Jameson Raid 
and say: 'We only wish 'olive in peace and to be left o.lone.' To 
some again that act i.s construed a.q a sign that the British people wish 
to upset the two Republics, therefore they must strengthen and be pre
pared. To others the appeo.l is made: 'We Dutch are the settlers and 
owners of the country; we wish for peace, of course, but we must dominate 
-you under your government, we under ours.' To others again it is 
further advanced: • Let us negotiate the elimination of the Imperio.! 
power; we do not suggest fight, but if we present a united front they 
must retire peacefully and concede our demands.' And lastly comes 
the appeo.l to those who are in sympathy with the advanced republicans: 
'Arm and prepare. Some day we shall find England in a difficulty, 
divided by party or hampered by external complications ; it bas often 
happened before and we have o.lways profited. That will be our time 
to drive them out.' 

It would be very unjust to some of the most prominent men on the 
Dutch side in Cape· Colony to leave the slenderest grounds for the 
inference that they are to be associated with the extreme and actively 
disloyal aim. All that it is intended to do is to indicate the fine 
gradations in arguments by which a number are drawn together
under a leadership which they do not realize, and going they know not 
where I The strongest of these argnme!lt• and appeals are particu. 
larly popular with the younger generation of Dutch South Africans, 
who entertain a visionary scheme of independence suggested by the 
history of the United States. But there is something more serious in 
it than. this, ae may be deduced from the fact that in December, 1896, 
the wr1ter was approached )ly Mr. D. P. Graaff, formerly e. prominent 
member of tho Cape Legislative Council, and now as o.lways a prominent 
Afrikander Bondsman, with the suggestion that all the South African 
born should combine in tho effort to create the United States of South 
Africa, 'upon friendly terms with England, but confining the direol 
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Imperial right in South Africa to a naval base at Simonstown, ll!ld 
possibly a position in Natal.' This concession-from South Africa to 
Englll!ld- would not, it was argued, involve disadvantage to the 
former, because for a considerable time it would be necessary to pro· 
servo friendly relations with Engllllld and to have the protection of • 
her fleet for the coast, 

It is of course quite easy to attach too wuch importance to the 
opinions of individual politicians of this class, who are as a rule merely 
shouters with the biggest crowd ; but the prowinent association of suoh 
an apostle· of republicanism with the Bond, o.nd the fact that he should 
have gone so far with a Reformer of known strong British sympnthies, 
seew to warrant the attaching of some importance to the suggestion. I 
A similar suggestion was made to several of the Re!orwors at the time 
of the judicial crisis by one of the judges of the Transvaal High Court, 
when it was hoped to enlist the sympathies of the Uitlanders with a 
movement to ourta.il President Kruger's power o.nd ta establish re
publicanism on a flrmer basis in South Africa. In order to forestnll an 
obvious comment, it may be said that discussion was in both eases 
declined on the ground that it would be participating in .polities in the 
sense forbidden by President Kruger's three years' ban. 

The year 1896 was a. very bad one for the whole of South A!rica, 
Besides the Raid and the BUSpense ll!ld disorganization entailed by the 
prolonged trial, the terrible dynamite explosion in JohanneshiU'g,2 the 
still wore terrible rebellion and wassacre in Rhodesia, o.nd the crush· 
ing visitation of the great cattle scourge, the Rinderpest, helped to 
produce a deplorable state of affairs in the Transvaal. 

Then there was another thing which rankled badly: Messrs. Samp· 
son and Davies .were still in gaol.• The feeling throughout South 

t The writer has since learned from ~[r. Alfred Beit th•t the same proposal 
was made to ltim by Mr. Groaff in January, 18P6, immediately after thel!aid, 

. and that it wa.s baited with the promise that if he and Mr. Rhodes would 
agree" to support it, t~u~ throot()ned 1 consequences' of their associn,tion with 
the Raid would be. averted. But they preferred the 'consequences. 

' About the mid~lo of 1895 a bad explosion of dynamite occurred in Ger
many under circumstances very similar t.o. those of the !ohannesbu.rg accident. 
An inquiry held by the Gorman authonttes re~ulted m tho. findmg that the 
explosion must have been duo .to some fault ~n.the dyna.nute,, and a.n order 
""" issued to destroy the rem•mdcr. Tho offictals charged wtth tbts duty 
fomid however, thllt the owners, anticipating some such result, had removed 
it. ti was c\'cntually traced as baYing been shifllcd from Antwerp to Port 
Elizabeth, and thcuco consigned t.o the 1.'ransvaa m N~vcmber, 189[1 .. The 
Johannesburg: explosion occurred m February, 1806. No com,1wtcnt or lhdc. 

1ocmle~t iuquiry was held, although about 100 people were k11led aud many 
more liiJ11Tct.l. 

' Th~ ,nolcr-Du rlCJ!Sis-in the fulfilment of ltis promise lost no oppor
tHuity t~l1arass th<'m into submission, by depri:·ing them of on.e thing after 

· another knowinu thM they would ask for notlnng except as a. nght. As an 
in•tanc~, the spi'.rit·lnmp with which ·they made their teA was taken from 
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Africa was reflected In the.monotonous announcement whieh appeared 
in the Cap• T~• week by week for thirteen months : 'To· day Messrs. 
Sampson and Davies complete the- week of their imprisonment in 
.Pretorill Gaol for the crime of not signing e. petition.' It seemed 
scarcely credible that the President should still barbour any illusions 
about his magnanimity; nevertheless, for some weeks before the 
celebration of tho Queen's record reign it was rumoured that the two 
prisoners were to be released upon that occilllion as a mark of his 
Honour's sympathy. Opinion had not been unanimous upon the 
attitude of either the President or the prisoners; but an ugly incident 
silenced most of the President's apologists. Gold stealing and tho 
purchase of stolen gold were being canied on on such a. scale and with. 
such impunity, that at last, in desperation, the directors and officials of 
one of the big mining companies (the City and Suburban G.M. Co.), ut 
the risk of being shot by desperadoes, took upon themselves the function~ 
of the detecti~es and police, They caught 'red-handed' two notorious 
characters and delivered them over, with the gold in their possession, 
to the authorities. The thieves actually boasted then that nothing 
would happen to them, as they bad 'made it all right;' and a few days 
later one of them was allowed to escape out of the Court-house build' 
ings, which stand in· the middle of a large square. The other was 
convicted and sentenced to six months' imprisonment. He was a 
criminal of a bad and dangerous type, the bend of a gang known to be 
concerned in gold stealing and burglary as a profession. The penalty 
was regarded by all parties as most inadequate, and the judge himself 
commented adversely upon the drafting of the law, which tended to 
screen the prisoner. Not one mitigating circumstance was forthcom· 
ing I And yet, whilst Ignoring e. fresh outburst of protest against tho 
detention of Messrs. Sampson nod Davies, and whilst the Industrial 
Commission was exposing the gold thefts and denouncing the com· 
plicity of the police, Mr. Kruger decided to remit throe-fourths of tho 
sentence and to discharge the thief unconilitionally. Is it to be won· 
dered that such ill-advised action called to miud the prisoners' boast, 
and thnt it was contrasted prominently with the treatment of the two 
Reformers? 

Three events of importance marked the year 1897 in the history of 

them on tho pretext that no combnstibl,. were allowed under the prison 
f('f.,"''tlations, and npon a. remonstrance being me.do by .Mr. Conyngham Greene 
to Dr. Lcyds, the latter replied that it wa~ necessary on account of the risk 
of fire. For about eight months, therofore, water was to bG---anU of course 
wv.s-thcir only drink. Only once during the thirteen months did Du Plessis 
appcor !<> 'get home.' It was when he proposed thot the two should be 
separotcd nnd sent!~ out;.of-tho·woy gaoll!, widely •y,•rt and distant from all 
frieutls. Without doubt the conditions told serious y upon their health, bul 
., both men wcro endowed with exceptional physique and any amount of grit, 
they were still able !<> t.ke it smiling. 
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the Transvnnl. 'Ibe first wn.s the High Court crisis ln February: the 
second, the appointment of the Industrinl Commission of Inquiry; tho 
third, the Queen's Record Reign celebration. 

The lligf) Court crisis nxose out of the cl\Se of Brown v. The State, 
already referred to,l Brown had acted within his legal rights accord· 
ing to the terms of a proclamation. Tht proclamation bad been 
illegally withdrawn, and the Government, realizing that they would 
have to stand the consequences of their action in the courts of the 
eoun.try, introduced a law which was immediately pnssed by the Volks
raad, absolving them from all liability, and pra.ctionlly non-suiting all 
claimnuts. Mr. Kotzo in his judgment declared this law to be improper 
and in conflict with the Constitution, and gave judgment in favour of 
Brown, but !ell the amount of damages to be determined Inter, alter 
hearing further evidence.' 
. The first Vo!ksraad was then in special session, and the President 

promptly introd11ced a law known as Law 1 of 1897, which empowered 
him to exact assurances from the judges that they would respect all 
resolutions of the Volksraad as having the force of law, and declare 
themselves not entitled to test the validity of a law by its agreement or 
conflict with the Constitution; and it further empowered the President, 
in the event of his not being satisfi:ed with the character of the replies, 
to swnmru:ily dismiss the judges. The judges protested in a body that 
they would nnt submit to such treatment. The High Court was 
adjourned and all legal business was stopped. Particularly emphatic 
was Mr. Justice Gregorow~ki. He stated that no honourable man 
could possibly sit upou the Transvaal Bench as long as Law l of 1897 
remaine~ upon the Statute Book, At this juncture Sir Henry de 
:Villiers, Chief Justice of Cape Colony, came to Pretoria for the purpose 
of effecting & compromise and averting • crisis. The compromise was 
practically an armistice, The judges promised not to exercise the 
testing right pending the •peedy introduction of a m..asure safeguarding 
the in~ependcnce of the courts. . Mr. Kruger, on his aide, promised to 
refrain from enforcing the provisions of Law 1 of 1897, and undertook 
.to introduce lloS speedily as possible tho required new law. 

The position in whlch the President found himself was undoubtedly 
one of some difficulty, but he chose a very bad way out of it. High· 
handed nxbitrary methods cannot effect a permanent and satisfactory 
solution of a question of that character, but Mr. Kroger was unwilling 
to go to the root of the evil, and to admit what Mr. Kotze's judgment 
·'It;., described as the Witfontein ease. Seep. 80. 
t When tbe co.se came np again in dne oourso, a decision WM given by 

Mr. Gregorowski the new Chief Justice, which was regarded by the plnintilfs 
adviserS as a rov~roal of the first judjlmeut, and tho practical effect of which 
,. .. to brin• the case under the o~cmtions of Law 1 of 1897-that ia to ""Y• 
to put the plaintiff' out of court. Mr. Browu h&S apJ>calcd to th• United 
States Government for redress. 
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had brought home with p~rhaps too sudden force, na.rncly, that the 
laws and system of Government were in a condition of complete chaos. 
The sequel can be told in a few words. In February, 1898, Mr. Kotz~ 
considered that ample time~had been a.llowed by him for the fulfilment 
of President Kruger's promise. Sir Henry de Villiers thought it proper 
to allow more time. The, point of difference between Mr. Kotzol and 
Sir Henry de Villiers wa.s the interpretation to be placed upon the 
expression, 'this session,' which had been used in the previous 
February, when the President had Mid that if he did not introduce the 
proposed measures this session, the judges might consider that he had 
failed to keep his promise. hlr. Kotze contended that as the Raad was 
then in session it meant that 8e88i<m, and .in that case that session and 
another had passed, and a third was in progress, and there was still no 
sign of the promised measures. Sir Henry de Villiers stated that in 
his opinion the reasonable construction would be that Mr. Kruger 
meant the following ordinary session, and that only ordinary sessions 
could be considered (for in each year there are one special and one 
ordinary session), so that the President might be entitled to claim the 
whole of the year 1898 within which to fulfil his promise, but that thie 
would be the extreme limit of forbearance, after which failure could 
only be regarded as a breach of faith. Sir Henry de Villiers, in fact, 
defended Mr. Kruger. hlr. Kotze, however, held to his opinion; he 
wrote to the President reminding him of the undertaking, charged him 
with failure to keep his promise, and withdrew the pledge which he 
had given. The President promptly exercised his right under Law 1 of 
1897, and dismissed Mr. Kotze, who had served the country as judge 
and chief justice for over twenty years. Whatever the merits of the 
particu1ar case may be, it appeared to be a shocking exhibition of 
arbitrary power to dismiss without compensation, pellllion, or provision 
of any sort, a man no longer young, whose services had been given for 
nearly a quarter of a century, who in the extreme dilemma of the Raid 
had stood by the President, and who, from some points of view, must 
be admitted. to have served him 'not wisely but too well.' , 

Mr. Kotze was not at· that time popular among the Uitlanders on 
account of his action in the matter of the Reformers, and especially 
because he had acted on behalf of the Government .in securing the 
services of Mr. Gregorowski for the Reform trial; but the circum
stances of his diamissal and .the fact that he was known to be dependent 
upon his salary as judge, taken in conjunction with the courageous 
stand which he had made against the President's arbitrary will, en- . 
listed public sympathy on his behalf, and a purse amounting in a.ll to 
about £6,000 was presented to him as a mark of appreciation lor his 
past services. But then followed the 'most unkindest out of all.' llfr. 
Gregorowski, who had resigned a judgeship in order· to fill the post of 
State Attorney when Dr. Coster, in consequence of an insulting 
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reference of tho President's to his countrymen, relinquished it-Mr. 
Gregorowski; who had been foremost to declare that no honourable 
man could possibly accept the position of judge while Low 1 of 1897 
stood on the Statute Boolr, become Chief Justice vie<~ Mr. Kotzo dis
missed. And by way of finally disposing of the subject, the President, 
when questioned in the Rnad as to the explnnntion of his apologist, 
denied that he bo.d ever made any promise of any sort or description to 
Sir Henry de Villiers or anybodj• else I ' 

~Ir. Justice Ameshof, who with Mr. Kotze bad made a stand against 
the President in'this matter, was also obliged to relinquish his judge
ship. Thus it wUl be seen that at one swoop Mr. Kruger disposed of 
three reputable intermediaries whom he bad used to great advantage 
at one time or another. 'Something for nothing,' for Mr. Kruger I 
Whether Mr. Kotze acted in haste, or whether Sir Henry de Villiers' 
plea for wore time was justified, are questions which it is no longer 
necessary to discuss, not alone because Mr. Kruger denied ever having 
made the promise out of which the disagreement arose, but because 
even up to the present time no measure safeguarding the High Court 
has been introduced or foreshadowed in tho Legislature. And Law I 
of 1897, which, according to ~Ir. Gregorowksi, made it impossible for 
aoy honourable mao to sit upon the Bench, is still upon the Statute 
Book, and Mr. Gregorowski sits as Chief Justice subject to its pro •. 
visions. 

No one disputes that the position of the High Court as determined. 
by Law 1 of 18~7 is a very unsatislactory one, but the apologists for 
President ~ger frequently say that there has been no actual case of 
hardship, and that the Uitlondcrs are crying out before they are hurt. 
They maintain that it was a measure passed under great provocation 
for a particular purpose, and that the power granted under it, although 
very undesirable in principle, has never been used. This is incorrect ; 
the power bas been used, and injustice has been suffered. Two cases 
of actual hardship are those of Brown v. Government, the case out of 
which the whole matter arose, and tho case of the Pretoria Waterworks 
Company. But there are othe~ cases too which have never been 
brought into court, having been either compromised or abandoned 
because of the bopelessnoes of the position, lor it is obvious that there 
would be great reluctance on the part of business men to malta a fight 
merely lor the purpose of showing that they suffered under a disability 
when the result of such a fight would inevitably be to anlngonize the 
only tribunal to which they could appeal 

The case of the Protori~ Waterworks Company is rather a bad one. 
The Government in 1889 ga<e a contract lor the water supply of 
Pretoria. H II'M o permission, but not an exclusive right, to supply 
the town from springs on Government ground. The President, finding 
~hat the contractor was not in a position to undertake the work, 

9 
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requested certain business houses to form a company to acquire this 
right.o.nd to supply the town with water. After inquiry into the local 
conditions and the probable costs, these people represented that, unless 
they received tho exclusive right, they would be unable to undertake 
the work, as the cost of importing pipes llJld machinery transpo•·ted 
from Natal bybulloek-waggon, and tho then expensive conditions of 
working, would ma.ke tho work so costly that at a later period, after 
the introduction of railways, it would be possible for competitors, such, 
for insto.nce, as the projected Municipality of Pretoria, to establish a 
system of water-supply at probably half the cost of the first one, and 
thus compet.e to their disadvantage• For these reasons the contractor 
and his friends declined to proceed with the formation of tho Company. · 
The President, however, was very desirous of having a good water· 
supply, and after some months of negotiations the original contract 
was supplemented by a grant from the Executh·e Council, who then 
held plenary powers from the Volksrasd, giving tho proposed company 
the exclusive right. Immediately after the receipt of this gront the 
Company was formed, the capital subscribed, and the machinery and 
other material purchased. In 1898, after nine years of work, during 
which shareholders had received dividends e.vereging ~per cent. per 
annum, some differences occurred between the Company end the con· 
sumers, and the latter combined and subscribed the necessary funds 
to ta.ke action in the High Court; tho object being to challenge the 
exclusive right, o.nd to enable, the town through its Municipality to 
provide its own supply. At the same time the Government, at the 
instance of the townspeople, opened negotiations with the Company 

, with a view to expropriation in accordance with the terms stipulated 
in· the original contract. While matters were in this position, how. 
ever, certain members of the Volksrasd prominently concerned in the 
action against the Company introduced a measll.re in the Volksraad 

. cancelling the second or exclusive grant made by the Government 
nine years before, and recommending that the Government should 
either buy out the Waterworks Company upon suitable terms, or 
should give the necessary facilities to the Town Council to introduce 
o.nother system of supply. The application of the Con1pany to be 
allowed to state its case was. ignored, and after a short discussion the 
resolution was passed, and the measure became law. By tho notion of 
the Volksraad the Company was deprived of that principal asset upon 
the security of which the capital had been subscribed, and the Govern· 
ment were rescued from an awkward position. 'l'he Government took 
no steps to defend their action in granting tQ.:;;.i:ight or to protest 
against the action of the Volksraad, o.nd became, therefore, parties to 
an act of piracy. The Company were thua placed entirely at the 
mercy of the Government, for under the provisions of Law 1 of 1897 
ihe Volksraad resolution put them out of court, both as to upholding 
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their title nod claiming anmagcs. All doubts as t~ the Govetnmcnfs 
complicity in this notion were removed when upon negotiations being 
opened for the expropriation of the Compony the Government refused 
to follow the procedure prescribed in the contmct on the ground that, 
as the Company had now lost tho exclusive right, they must accept a loBs 
sum in ·compensation, otherwise the Government would authorize the 
rival Municipol scheme. Under these circumstances the shareholders, 
having no other power to app.eoJ to, adopted the common·sense course 
o! taking what they could geL The result con only be expressed in 
figures. The shares, which had been purchased at over 40s. at the 
limo of the Volksraad's action, were worth less than 28s. in liquidation. 

The inquiry into tbcr Ro.id by tho Select Committee of the House of 
Commons early in 1897 was productive of ~ result which is not oJwayo 
traced to its reo.l ca.nse. The greatest dissatisfaction was expressed in 
the TransvMl and among all the Boers in South Africa with one feature 
of the Westminster inquiry, vi:r.., the investigation of the couoes which 
made the Raid possible. Mr. Kruger and hie friends bad enjoyed 
such a run of luck and eo much indulgence, and had been so successful 
in •pr_esenting their side. of the case only, that it seemed to them 
improper that anyone should wish to inquire into all the circumstances. 
It would even appear from .what followed that the President bad con. 
vinced himself that there were no grievances, that be was nn entirely 
innocent party deeply injured by the Reformers and the British 
Government, and that the Westminster inquiry bad been authorized 

. and conducted for the sole .purpose of exposing him and justifying the 
Reform movement. 

As the months dragged on ond no improvement in the condition of 
. the Uitlanders took place, as, indeed, the complaints grew louder and 
the state of affairs grew worse, the President again began to bear the 

·voices calling for reform. Timid whispers they were, perhaps, and far 
. between, for the great bulle of the Uitlander• were In n morose and 
sullen t~ood. HM-ing tried and failed on stronger lines, they were 
incapable ns yet of returning with any heart to tbe old fniitleas and 
already rejected constitution~! methods. The suggestions for reform, 
consequently, enme principally from those who were on friendly tel'ID!I 
with.the Boar party, and believed themselves to carry some weight. 
They have by this time learned that nobody carries weight with 
!;'resident Kruger unless he has power to back his suggestions. Many 
years before tho late Mr. W. Y. Campbell, as spokesman of a deputa· 
lion from Johannesburg, addressing President Kruger, stated in the 
course of his remarks that the people of Johannesburg 'protested' 
agabst a certain measure. The President jumped up in one of his 
charactoristie moods and said: ' Protest I Protest II what is the good 
of protesting? You have not got the guns; I have I' And Mr. Camp• 
bell; in reporting this in Johannesburg, remarked : 'That man is 
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sensible ; . he knows the position. I claim to be sensible also, and I 
know he is right : you can take my name off any other deputations; 
for we'll get nothing by aeking.' · · · · 

It is stated, and the statement comes from one who claims to have 
been the father of the euggestion, that the President was Induced to 
appoint a commission of inquiry by the argument that if, as he 
believed, the wretched state of affairs In Johannesburg was due, not to 
the action of the Government, but to the greed, machinations, and 
mismanagement of the capitalists, nothing could suit the latter worse 
than to be taken at their word, and to have a commission appointed to 
take evidence on oath and to publicly Inquire Into the state of affairs; 
In fact, to copy the Westminster inquiry. It is conceivable that the 
resolute refusal to investigate matters, or to listen to complaints or 
explanations which the President had throughout maintained( may 
have been the means of preserving a blissful faith In the strength of 
his own case and the rottenness of the Uitlanders' ; at any rate, it 
seems to be an undoubted fact that the Industrial Commission of 
Inquiry, which was appointed by the Executive at the request of the 
President, was appointed in the confident belief that it wo11ld shift the 
burden of responsibility frcm his shoulders to those of the capitalists. 
This construction of his motives may appear to be severo and perhaps 
even unfair, but it is entirely borne out by the manner In which he 
dealt with the report of the Industrial Commission, fighting against its 
acceptance, ignoring the recommendations of relief, and even imposing 
fresh burdens. There is, nevertheless, ono thing to be deduced which 
is in a manner to Mr. Kruger's credit, and that is that he really must 
have believed that the case would-from his point of view-bear 
Inquiring Into. 

The members of the Commission with power to vote were 1f ossrs. 
Schalk W. Burger, Member of the Executive Council (Chairman); 
J. S. Smit, Government Ra.ilway Commissioner; Christiaan Joubert, 
Minister of ~fines; Schmitz-Dumont, Acting State Mining Engineer ; 
and J. F. de Beer, first special Judicial .Commissioner, Johannesburg: 
Mr. Thos. Hugo, the General Manager of the National Bank, was 
appointed financial adviser, and certain advisory members were arbi· 
trarily selected by the Government. The complete exclusion of all 
those who had had any direct or indirect association with tho late 
Reform movement or with those in any way connected with il, 
strengthened the conviction that the Goverm:nent designed the Com
mission to be a. whitewashing one; but whatever the desigri may ha)'e 
been, it would be doing an injustice both to the Government officia.ls 
and to the advisory members to have it supposed that they were parties 
to such an idea. They were not; they did their work admirably, and 
no Inquiry could have been conducted in a better spirit. This, how. 
ever, was not foreseen, and it was wlth the greatest difficulty that the 
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Uitlander. were induced to view the thing seriously and to realize 
that, no matter how it had occurred, this was a. supremo opportunity 
for proving to the world tho soundness of their case. Tho report nnd 
proceedings are published by tho Witwatersrnnd Chnmber of Mines in 
a volume containing over 700 pages of printed matter and a number 
of diagrams. The whole constitutes e. dnmning indictment of lhe 
Government, as the following oxtrncts from the report of the Commis. 
slon testify : 
· Your Commission aro pleMed to atate that at present tltere exist all the 

indications of a.n honest lldministrotion, and tho State, M well M the Mining 
Industry, must be congratulated upon the fact that most of the mines are 
controlled and directed by financial and practical men who devote their time, 
energy, and knowledge to the mining industry, and who have nqt only intro· 
duced the most up-to-date machinery and mining appliances, but also the 
greatest perf<-ction of method and proceas known to science. But for thMe a 
good many ,,c the mines now producing gold would not have reached that 
stag('. . • . . 

To avoid such a calamity (viz., the clo,ing down of tho mines) your Com
misqion are of opinion tha.t it is tho duty of the Go.,·crnment to co·opera.te 
with the mining industry, and to devise means in order to make it possible 
for lower·grllde mines to work at a profit, and generally to light<n the burdens 
of the mining industry. This and .the development and equipment of the 
now mines are a few examples among others where it is desimble tba.t the 
Government shall take an active part, <Speoially whon the fact is taken into 
consideration that up till now the mining industry mlL'!t be held as the 
tinoncinl b .. is, support, and mainstay of the State. • · ·· · 

The question, therefore, becomes one of national economy, and it is incum. 
bent upon the Government, considering the rapid growth and vrogrcss of the 
country, to so alter it.s fiscal laws and systems of administration M to meet 
the requirements of its principal indnstry . ... 

Your Commission entirely disapprove of concessions, throw~h which the 
industrial prosperity of the country is hampered. Such might hnve been 
expedient in the p11St1 bnt the cottntry has now a.rrivcd at a state of develop· 
mcnt that will only admit of free competition according to Republican prin· 

· ciplcs .. 'l'his applies more <S)'ccially to the gold industry, which h .. to face 
its own economical problcmu without being further burdened with concessions 
tha.t arc irksome and injurious to the industry, and ·will always remain a 
aource of itritation and dissatisfaction. 

As to white lnbour: 
Your Commission nre of opinion th&t wages are not excessive, rega.rd being 

bad to the high cost.of lhing at the mines. In fact, they are only sufficient 
to satisfy daily want•, and, consequently, it cannot be expected thnt whito 
}abourers will establish their permanent abode in this Republic unless eon· 
ditiona are mode by which thetr position will be ameliorated •. , •. 

Your Commission ore of opinion that as long as the cost of living cnnnot 
be conl!iderably rcdueCd, it will be almost impossible to reduce the wages of 
white labourers, and they would strongly recommend that, a.s far n.s possible, 
necessaries of life should,be imported free of duty and convQyed to the mines 
as chcoply as Jtossible. 

As to the snle of liquor: 
It has been proved to your Commis.•ion thot the Liquor Law is not carried 

out properly, and that the mining indU!Itry hM real grievances in connection 
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therewith, owing to the illicit sale of strong drink to the natives.at the. mineS, 
and they wish especially ond strongly to insist that .the stJrulAtJOns ~~ 
Article 16 of the law shall be strictly enforced. The eVIdence gtven on thiS 
point proves that • miserable state of affairs exil!ts, and & much stronger 
application of the law ill required. · · 

Following thio there is a long criticism with recommendations in 
detail. 

As to import duties: 
With reference to this matter, yon: Commission can o'!IY rewmmend tltat, 

if pogsible, foodstJtffs ought to be entirely free from taxahon, as at. tho present 
moment it is impogsible to supply the population of the Repub!tc f. rom tl•• 
products of local a,"l'iculture, and consequently importstion is absolutely 
necessary. · · 

As to explosives: 

Before entering on this subject, we wish to put on record our disappoint· 
mont with the evidence tendered on behalf of the South African Explosives 
Company, Ltd. We expeeted, and \vo think not unreasonably, that they 
would be able to give reliablo information for our guidance respecting tho 
cost of importation, as well ns of local manufacture, of the principal OX· 
plosives nscd for mining purposes; but though persistently questioned on 
these points, few facts were ehcitcd, and we regret to say that titey entirely 
failed to satisfy us in this important respect ••• ; . · 

Thn.t the principal exrloan·cs used here can be purchased in. Europe, and 
delivered here at a price far below tl10 ~resent cost to the mines, has been 
proved to us by tho evidence of many \\'ltnesses competent to speak on. the 
subject, and when we bear in mind that the excess charge of 40s. to 45s. per 
case dooo not benefit the Stste, but serves to enrich individuals for tho· most 
part resident in Europe, the i11justice of such a tax on the staple industry 
becomes more apparent and .demands immediate removal. . ·, 

Alter showing that the dynamite monopolists· make & profit of 
47s. 6d. per case on No. 1 dynamite, and. 55a. on blasting gelatine, 
over and above the price at which the mines could buy explosives if 
there wete no monopoly or protection, the report goes on:. 

The Mining Industry has thus to bear a burden which docs not enrich the 
Stste or bring any benefit in return, and this fact must always prove & source 
of irritAtion and annoyance to those who, while willing to contribute to just 
tAxation for the general good, cannot aequiosce in an impost of the nature 
complamed of. • • • · . 

Your Commission in,pected the faetory at ~{oolderfontein and it mnst be 
admitted that the construction of the works and general ~quipmeitt are in 
many respects admirable, and it appearo to Wl greatly to be wrrettcd that so 
much money should have been invest;('d in an uudertakinrr 

0
for the manu .. 

facture of any article whereof the ingredients have to be imp~rtcd at n great 
cost, four tons of raw material being required to produce one ton of tho 
manufactured article. · 
· It has been proved to our satisfaction that none of tho rnw material used is 
found in this country, or only in sue~ small quantities ·as to make it J>tacti. 
cally valueless .for th~ purpose "':JUtted •••. All these drawbacks, which · 
make It &!most ~mposs1ble to ~stabhsh • boM:.,jirk industry, fall on the mines 
ond render the1r task, 09pemally that of the Jow·grade min .. , extremely 
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difficult and disoouraging. · Another point that hns been brought to the 
~otice o~ your Comm~sion is the prejudtcial effect e~ercis~ by ~his monopoly 
lll practlcally excludmg from the country all new mventions ln connection 
mth explosivea, and, in view of the numerous dynamite accidents that have 
taken place from time to time, it is to be regretted that it is not possible to 
make .. tisfactory trials of other and le.ss dangerous 6.lplosivca for the 
working of tho mines. Theso question• h•ve received tho careful consider•· 
tion of your Commission, who are forced to tho conelusion that the factory 
has not attained the object for which it was established, and that there is no 
reasonable prospect of it doing so. Further, ti~&t there are good grounds for 
believing that the oontractora have failed to comply with the conditions of 
their contract. · 

For the aforesaid reasons, and in view of the opinion expressed by the 
Volksraad Dynamite Commission, that the legal poSition of the Government 
against the contractors is undoubtedly strong, your Commission desire to 
recommend that the cas• bo placed in the hande of the logal advisers of tho 
Sblte, mth a view to ascerblming whether the contract cannot be cancelled. 

Ucanwhilo your Commission recommend that the Government avail itself 
forthwith of ite right, under Article 15 of the Rc!,o!latioll81 to take away the 
agency of trading in grmpowder, dynamite, cartridges, nnct other explosives 
from the above·mentioned persons, and at once W.ke into its own hands the 
importation of dynamite and other explosives for the benefit of the miui.ug 
industry subject to • dut~ of not more than 20s, peroase, or such other less 
sum ae m•y be determined from time to time, · 

This protective duty, while considerablyincrensing the revcnuo of the State, 
will at the same time off or ample protection to any industry of this description 
in the Republic. ln the event of cancellation bein!f advised to be possible, 
free trade in explosives to be at once established, subJect to a duty of 20s. per 
case, or such other less duty as may be determined upon from time to time, 
and manufaoturing of other explosives in tho Republic to be allowed, and also 
to be protected by tho some import duty •••• 

Your Commission desire further to observe that it is not clear to them, 
judging from the published aooounto of the .South African Explosives 
Corupeny for 1895 and 1896, that tho Government receives the proportion 
of surElus profit secured to it under the contract, viz, 20 per cent., and would 
strongly recommend, in llCCordance mth Article 6 of the contract, an imme. 
diate investigation of the Company's oooounte by quslilicd accountants, in 
conjunction with the financialad\i.ser of tho Commission, in order to find out 
what amount is still due to the Government under this hood. 

All to railways: 
Your Commission h•ve followed with lj1"'&t attention and interest the 

evidence and statistics submitted on this pomt. From those it appears. that 
not only are tho tariffs chsrged by the Netherl&nds Railway Compan}' such 
that by tho reduction of the same the industry would be considorably 
benefited, but that such • reduction would necessitate that the neighbouring 
States and Colonies would also hove to reduce their tariffs considerably. 

Your COmmission ha.ve oome to the conclusion that, taking into considera· 
tion the evidence submitted to them, and taking the gross revenue of traffic 
of goode at about £2,000,000 (as in 1896), it would bo desirable to recommend 
so .to regulate the tariff that the gross re•enue for 1896 would have been 
reduced by £500,000, equivalent to an avernge reduction of 25 per cent. 
Further, your Commission deem it desirable that the Government ehall make 
such arrangement as will secure to them in the futuro II voice in tho fixing of 
tlie tariffs of th.o N.Z.A.S.A!., and express their confidence that as soon.., 
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prospcroUJI times will WBrr&nt such a cours8 a further reduction in .tariff~ will 
be effected. Your Commission wish to recollllllend that the reduction will be 
chiefly applied to traffic of coal, timber, mining machinery, &nd foodstuffs, 
according to a scale to be agreed upon between the Government and the 
N.Z.A.S.M. Your Comm.ission are of opinion that in this manner the 
industry will be met in a very fair way. Your Commission wish to express 
th~ opinion tlmt it is absolutely nccess>ry that the reduction in all Joe&! 
tariffs will be brought about as speedily ":' possible, while they cxpre.s~ tl~e 
hope that where the co·operation of the ne1ghbourmg States and Colonltls Ill 
required, negotiations will be initiated and carried out so speedily that the 
reductions to be so initiated will come into force not b.tor than 1st January 
next. Several witnesses and some of the Commission have urged the cxpro~ 
priation of the N.Z.A.S.M. by the Government. Your Commission, howcver1 
fOr several reasons known to them, and after same have boon communicated 
to those membors of the Commission who wi.hed to urge the expropriation of 
the N.Z.A.S.M., do not at the present moment desire to urge expropriation 
provided by tho other means terms can bo secured from the Company so aa to 
o~tain the reduction at present urgently required on the basis as above set 
forth. Your Commission have been informed that the Company have pro. 
posed to adopt tho dividends of the three years, 1895, 1896, and 1897 as a 
basis for the expropriation price, a.nd your Commission ca.n agrco to such pro· 
poSill. The ••propriation price being thus fixed, the Company will have all 
the more reason to co·opcrato towards the lowering of the tarills •. Fm·ther, it 
appears from the evidence of the managing director of the N.Z.A.S.1I., that 
in consideration of t4e reduction of .. tarilfs, he wished to ho.\'e secured to the 
Company a. certain period of existence. Your Commission oonnot recommend 
this course, because they do not deem tho sumo to be in tho interests of the 
Stato, and it. would be contrary to the wishes of the public. 

As to gold thefts: 

According to the eVidence submitted to your Commission, gold thefts ani 
on the increase, and although the Yolksrnad has givcu the matter their 
favourable consideration, and have, at the instance of the l.Hnillg Industryl 
so amended the Gold Law as to provide for the punishment of the sale anu 
being in possession of raw gold, still, it has been stated to your Commission 
in evidence that the gold thefts amount to about 10 per cent. of the output, 
equivalent to an amount of £750,000 per annum. It follows that the 
administration of the law must be faulty, because there are only very few 
instances where the crime has been detected aud pUJlished. If those ligures 
are not cxo.&?eratcd, and your·Oommission h&vo uo rcu.son to suppose so, then 
this matter ueserves the serious considerution of. the Government, The sup· 
pression of this crime can be con.sidered a.s a real B(l.ving to the industry, and 
this amount of threc·qua<lers of a million would, especially in times of 
depreseion, exercise a large influence on the yield and financi11l position of the 
mines. 'l'bo indu.stry ask that the penal clause, r~:go.rdiug this matter shall 
be eliminated froru tho Gvld Law, and th.a.t a. .sepnrate hnv be passed, more or 
less on tho basis of tho !.D. B. Law of Kimberley, Capo Colony, and that 
measures shall be takon by which the injured parties shall be e11nbled to 
exercise control, and havo.supervision over a.ny dopa1tment to be estoblished 
for the detection and· suppression of thefts of new gold. Your Commission 
are.o£ ~pillion that the Govefllr!lent could !>'!'•nt this request without injuring 
theU' .d1gruty, on the b~U~J.S·herema.fter mentioned. On tho contra.ry, it would 
remove the blame from the present administrution, viz., thu.t these thefts can 
be pr&ctically carried on with impunity. 
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Aa to the Local Bonrd: 

The 0\idcnce which has been laid before your CommiMion bas contained 
.suggestions to establish a Bonrd on which Government nominees and repre· 
acntatives of the mining industry and of the commercial community of the 
Witwat<rsrand should sit, so that the Government rcprcscntath·cs ahonld 
h•wc the bene lit of the experience of men whose daily occupation it ia to look 
clmmly into all the Atfa.irs appertaining to the mines, etc. Your Commission 
ie of opinion that it is ndvisablo that these suggc5tions shouJU be ac~d upon. 
Tho scope of this lloard should consist of tho supcrvi•ion of \he administration 
of the following luws, viz. : . 

Tho Liquor Law .. far as it concerns tho proclaimed goldfields, tho Pass 
Law, and tho I.aw relating to Gold Thefts; nud tho Board will further have 
an advisory voice in the supply of natives to the mi11cs, which your Com· 
mission has recommended yonr Government to take into its own hnnds. The 
oro• under the surveillance of the Board should include the Heidelberg, 
Wit••atmrand, and Klerksdorp districts, and other goldfields aa may be 
fonnddcRim.lle hcrenfter. Your Commission su~gcsts that the Board consists 
of the following: Five members to bo appointed by tho Government, and four 
delegates to be •r110intrd by the follo11-ing bodies, with tbo consent of the 
Government, viz., one delegate of the Chamber of Mines, one of the .Assoeia .. 
tion of Mines (or in oose of an arno.lgu.ma.tion, two representatives of the now 
Chamber), a nominee of the Mine .Managers' Associ11tion, o.nd a nominee of 
the commercial community of Joh&nnesburoo. Your Commission would advise 
tb>lt • separate detect:! ve force be ploced \m~cr the department, wbose duty it 
should be to detect any infringements of the abovo·tnentioncd laws, and to 
bring the offenders to justico in the ordinary course of low. It should also be 
in tho sphere of the Board's work to report to tho proper authorities any 
ln.xity on the part of the officials who hove to administer the above· mentioned 
laws, The Board is to report to the Exooutivo Council upon the working of 
the laws referred to, and to suggest alterations. It must be well understood 
tlmt the power of this Boord must in no way clash with the sphere of the 
Minister of tho Mines deportment and th<> Licensing BoorJ, but co·opernta 
·with tho same, We should adduce as a reason the mote for tho creation of 
such • Board that Govemment could depute \o them the right to receive 
de/mtation9, hear their a.rgument.s, und report to the Government on the 
on •ject, whereby a great saving of time would be the result. We would 
recommend that tho Commission be appointed at once, and that they shall 
fromo their proposals for regulations and submit them at once to. the 
Government. · · · 

'!'he ~•tnblishment of o local mining board has been strongly urged by 
witnegges. From an industrial a.nd financial point of view th'is counhy must 
bo considered as •till in its infancy, and, without loss of di::nity or prestige, 
the Government may accede to the above request. Experience tn these 

- matters can only be ntta.ined s.fter the lapse of long years, o.nd by cominfl' in 
contact with exJl"rls from other cottntri<S the State will '"1' the benefit of tho 
kno••lcdge obt&ined in their country, where those problems have for decades 
e"rcised the minds of their leading citizens. · · ' 

In conclusion, your <.:ommission fervently hope that they hove trnly and 
faithfully intarpreted the object of the inquiry, and thot their sugge1;tions 
and recommend&tioua, if acted upon, will confer a laating benefit on tho 
country and people. 

The evidence, as has been stated, wa.s all given on oath, and aome 
very interesting deto.ils came out. In one case, Dr. Leyds' system of 



242 THE Tl\ANSY AAL FROM WlTillN 

misrepresentation was exposed. Whilst the Commission was actu~lly 
Inking o\~dence, the then State Secrelat•y in an iuterview with the 
Paris Temps strongly supported the dynamite monopoly, and sta~ed 
that the price charged, namely, 90s. per case, was the .same at wh1eh 
the Chamber of Mines had offered to enter into a sixteen years' con
tract with Nobel's factory. A witness questioned on this point ex
plained that tllie was quito true as regards price, but that Dr. Leyds 
had suppresseu the essential fact thM whereas out of tho 90s. paid to 
the monopolists, the Government only received 5s. by way of duty, 
tboy would, out of the 90s. which it was proposed to pay fo1• Nobel's 
dy~amite, receive no less than 38s. per case as· duty, and that, H the 
contract proposed by the Chamboc had boon made, the Government 
would have profited d\uing the previous four years to the e~tent of 
£1,200,000 iustoad of £150,000. Upon another occasion, light was 
thrown on dark places iu n rather disconcerting fnsllion. li:Ir. Chris
thtan J oubcrt, Minister. of Mines, took .ooe of the witnesses iu band 
with the object of showiug that the people of Johannesbmg had only 
themscl.es to thank for the loss of confidence iu this business. The 
following questions and answers are from the official report: 

Should not tho Chamber of Mines Co·opcmle 1i'ith the Department of Minco 
to get a law protecting Europe:ln shnrcholfler, from being dC>frandcd l~y 
swindlers !-I don't kuow if such n law could be framed withont interfel'in~ 
with whnt in othcr,conntrics is considored,to he personalliherty. Yon ]Jn.,·c 
to come to the point whether the man intended to swindle, and that co.n only 
loc "ttlcd by tho Court, as • matter of personal jud0~ncnt. If • good law 
cnnhl be deYised it would he bcncfici:\1, 

Is there no possibility for the Chamber of Mines to work with tlte Depart· 
mcnt for the pn.ssiug ot' such a. law 1-I don't know· if lnws exist in Franco, 
Germany, England or America to that SIJ('c;ilic effect; but, if so, I would bo 
guided by the 'visdom and immense experience of tho ln\V·makers of those 
countries, otherwise we might be nt~hing in where ri.ngc1s fen.r to trea4. · 

Is it then possiblo? Arc ;vou willing to discuss the matter with us f-Oh1 

yes ; but I do not tltiuk that that is exactly what is Wtlnted in ord<r ·to 
l'e:o;tore coufidence. Lots of things combine to shako the confidence of inY('S• 
tor.<. For instance, to deol with some small and homely matters, I was told 
by a member of the Sanitary Board yesterday tho! an application for the under· 
gronnd rights of the Market Square had been made by Mr. Jan Mover 0; 
lcading member of the Yolksraad. That docs not help ro restore oonfiacn~c. 
The SanitAry Board applied for a portion of tho Telephone Tower Park in 
order to .erect a Town HRll. '!'hey were refused: Now someone ho.s made an 
npplication for the right to erect swimming-baths. That docs not restore 
confidence. I hope the mere publication of these things will prevent them 
from succeeding. The Sanitary Board applied for th• Union Ground also for 

!>ublic purposes, bnt it was granted to private •rplicsnts on the quief. They 
1ave hawked it about and borrowed money on lt. It wus offered to many of 

the bi~ capi!Aiis~ h~re,,but they woul~ not .touch it. The Sanitary Board 
are told that • bmldmg IS to be put up m wh10h fifty rooms will he set asirlo 
for them, but they are not e.tisfied that the authorities should do good by 
stealth and blush to find it fomo. · · · · 

I cannot understAnd how mere applications can shake confidence 1-Well, 
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they do, because they are only made when there is a chance of their being 
grunted. But, if yon want faot.<l, I will tell you what shook the invostort!' 
confidence as much as anything that has happened for yeart!-thot WIIS the 
Ferreira claim-jumping raid, which it was sworn to in court had been sug· 
gested ty you yom~elf, Mr. Joubert, 

Not ' sug~ested ' by me- . 
The Ohauman. sa>d the witness wa.s straying away f~m the original 

question. :. . . . " . 
Witnesa said that the l(inistor of Mines had wanted examples of what shook 

confidence,.so he was obliged to give them. 

The report of the Commission created a very favourable impression • 
. The majority of people believed that although it might not be entirely 
acted upon, yet it would be quite impossible for the President and the 
Volksraad to disregard suggestions made by so influential a group of 
officials as those forming the Commission, and that at any rate most 
of the recommendations would be accepted. The unbelieving few who 
knew their President Kruger, however, waited for something to be 
do1UJ, Presently ominous rumours went round about differences in 
the Executive. Then came the scenes in the Volksraad, when the 
President revealed himseli and charged 1\!r. Schalk Burger with being 
& traitor to his country for having signed such a report, followed by 
tbe usual fight and the usual victory for the President; and the usual 
Committee constituted mainly of extreme Conservatives appointed to 
report upon the other Commission's report; and then the usual result: 
Something for nothing. Th~ Netherlands Railway made an inc on· 
siderable reduction in rates, which it appears was designed to buy off, 
and did succeed in buying off, further scrutiny of its a.ffairs. With 
regard to the two big monopolies, Dynamite and Railway, it appears 
that the Volksraad Commission accepted the private assurances of the 
monopolists as sufficient warrant for reversing the conclusions of the 
Industrial Commission. The proposed Local Board for the goldfields 
was promptly ruled out as an unthinkable -proposition, a government 
within a government, and waa eo denounced by the President himscli, 
But the report of the Volksrnad Committee contained one supreme 
stroke of humour. It adopted the recommendations of the Industrial 
Comlllission to remit the duties upon certain articles of consumption 
so as to make living cheaper, but as a condition it stipulated that in 
order that the Stole revenue ·should not suffer, the duty upon other 
articles of consumption should he increased so as to rather more than 
counterbalance the less. That was one result which the Uitlanders 
bad in the beginning confidently expected: Something for nothing. 
But the other result upon which they had also calculateil was a 
vo.luable one. They bad put their case on record, and for the future 
the task of justifying the Uitlanders' e&use was to be reduced to the 
formality ol pointing to the Industrial Commission's report. 

The third event of importance, and an event of much greater imp9t't· 



244 THE Tll.!NSV AAL FROM WITHIN 

ance than has generally been recognised, wns the Queen's Recor~ 
Reign celcbmtion in Johannesburg. · 'Britons, hold up your beads I 
was the watchword with which the late Mr. W. Y. Campbell started 
to organize what he eventually carried out as the biggest and most 
enthusiastic demonstration ever made in the country. No more 
unselfish and loyal subject of Her Majesty ever set foot in South Africs 
than Mr. Campbell, whose organization and example to 'Rand Britons,' 
as he called them, did more to hearten up British subjeots in the 
Transva.nl than has ever been fully realized or properly acknowledged. 
The celebration was an immense success in itself, and besides restoring 
the hopes and spirits of British subjects, it promoted generally a better 
feeling and a disposition to forget past differences. 

One of the consequences of the Raid snd Reform had been a split in 
tho Chamber of Mines caused by the secession of a minority who held 
views strongly opposed to those of the Reform party. It has always 
been the policy of the Government to endeavour to divide the Band 
community. · This is no vague general ohargo: many instances can 
be given extending over a number of years. The accidental revelations 
in a police court showed that in 1891 the Government were supporting 
from the Secret Service Fimds certain individuals with the object of 
arranging labour unions to coerce employers upon various points. The 
movement was a ·hopeless failure, because the working men declined 
to have anything to do with the so-called leaders. When ·.the split 
took place in the Chamber of Mines, it became the business of Dr. Leyda 
and the President to keep the rift open.· This was done persistently 
and in a very open manner-the seceders being informed upon severn! 
occasions that a fusion of th<> two Chambers would not be welcome to 
the Government. Both before and since that time the same policy 
has found expression in the misleading statement made on behalf of 
the Government upon the compound question (namely, that the com. 
panics were aiming at compounding all the natives and monopolizing 
all the trade of the Rand), a statement made to divide the mercantile 
from the mining community. The fostering of the liquor industry 
with its thousands of disreputable hangers· on is another example; the 
anti-capitalist campaign carried on by tho Government press another, 
And the most tla,ornnt of all, of course, is the incitement to race hatred. 
Divide et imtp.,.a is a principle which they apply with unfailin" regn. 
larity whether in their relations with other countries, in the gove;nment 
of their own State, or in their dealings with private individuals. Happily . 
for the Rand community the effort to settle their internal differences 
was successful; towards tile end of 1897 the fusion of the two mining 
chambers took pl!lee, and the unanimity thus restored has not since 
been disturbed. - · 

By this time even the most enthusiastic and sanguine friends of the
Government bad to some e:z:tent realized the meaning of the • some· 
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thing lor nothing' policy. They began to ta.ko count of all that they 
had done~ to please 1\lr. Kruger, ani! were endeavouring to find out 
what they had got in return. The result, as they wexe disposed to 
admit, was that for'all the good it had done them they might as well 
have~ had the satisfaction of speakL~g their minds frankly as tho others 
had done. The Rand's treatment of the Industrio.l Commission report 
had estranged all those who had taken part in the deliberations ol'- tho 
Commission, and as 1!r. Kruger had been careful to select only those 
whom he believed to be frienJly to him, he suffcreil more in the recoil 
than he would otherwise have done. He fell into the pit which he had 
himsei£ dug.~ _ 

Mr. lli:ugcr was fast losing his friends, and another affair which 
· occuned about this time· helped to open the eyes of those who still 
wished to view him in a favourable light. Mr. Chamberlain in the 
course of some remarks had stated that the President had failed to 
fulfil the promises which he bad made at the time of the Raid. His 
Honour took an early opport~ity to denounce Mr. Chamberlain to 
Mr. J. B. Robinson and the manager of the then Government ne\VS· 
paper in Pretoria. 'I would like Mr. Chamberlain to quote,' he said, 
• any instances of my failure to keep my promises, and I will know how 
to answer him.' The challenge was published, and 1\Ir. Chambedain 
promptly cabled instructions to the British Agent to ask President 
Kruger whether he had said this, and if so, whether he really did 

·desire a .tatement by Mr. Chamberlain of the character indicated. 
Mr. Kruger took his own peeulia.r·way out of the dilemma; he re
pudiated the intermediaries, denounced the statement as untrue, and 
said that he was not in the ht.bit of conveying his requests through 
irresponsible nobodies. The result was the immediate resignation of 
the newspaper man and fino.! rupture between the President and 
Mr. Robinson. Thus were two more thick·and·thin supporters cast off 
at convenience and without au instant" a hesitation, and thus were pro
.vided two more witnesses to the' something for nothing' policy, This 
incident was the immediate cause of the fusion of the Chambers. 
~ It bad all along been realized that while Lord mi's.mead continued 
to act as High Commissioner in South Airica there would be no 
possibility of the Uitlanders' grievances being again taken up by Her 
Majesty's Government. The High Commissioner had committed 

. himself to the opinion that it would be unsuitable and~ indeed im
proper to make any representations on the subject lor a considerable 

~ time. Moreover, his age and ill-heo.lth rendered him unfit for so 
arduous a task. Many hard things have been said and written about 
the late High Com.rnissioner, but it must be admitted that with age 
and infirmity weighing him down he was confronted by one of the 
most desperate emergencies which have ever a.risen to. try the nerve of 
a proconsul It is true that the responsibilities of Governwent are not 
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to be met by excuses : the supports of the Empire must stand the 
strain or be condemned. But it is also true that those who reg~rd 
themselves "" victims may not lightly assume the functions of in de pen· . 
dent judges : and thus it was th~t In a mood of sympathy and regret, 
with perhaps soma tinge of remor,se, the news of Lord Ros~end_'s 
de~th was accepted as evidence unn.nswerable of the burden which Ill 

the autumn of his days he wae called upon to bear. 
When the nams of Sir Allied 1\Iilner was mentioned as the coming 

High Commissioner all South Africa stood to attention. Seldom 
surely has a representative of the Queen been put through such an · 
ordeo.l o! examination and inquiry as that to which Sir Allred IIIilner's 
record was subjected by the people of South Alrica. Not one man in 
a thousand had heard his name before; it wo.s as some one coming out 
of the great unknown. The Jirst feeling was that another experiment 
was being made at the expense of South Africa; but ahuost before the 
thought had formed itsell came the testimony of one and another and 
another, representing all parties and all opinions in England; and the 
Uitlander& in the Transvaal began to hope and finally to believe that 
at last they were to have a man to deal with who would exhibit those 
quo.lities of intelligence, fairness, and firmness, which they regarded as 
the essentials. Every word that WWI said or written about the new 
High Commissioner was read and studied in South Airica. Every 
reference made to him .by the representatives of the various politico.! 
parties was weighed and scrutinized, and the verdict was that it was · 
good I Fair, firm and able. There had not been a discordant note nor 
a voice lacking in the chorus which greeted the appointment; and the 
judgment wo.s, 1 They have given one of England's very host.' 

The impression had somehow gained ground in South Africa that the 
first aot of Sir Allred IIIilner would be to visit the Transvaal and 
endeavour to arrange matters. The hearts of the Uitlandei'S sank at 
the thought of even the ablest and best-intentioned of men tackling so 
complicated a problem without any opportunity of studying the local· 
conditions and tho details. It was therefore with undisguised satisfac
tion that they received the new High Commissioner's assurance that 
as the representative of Her Majesty he ha_d plenty of work before him 
in visiting and making himsel! acquainted with tho conditions and 
rcqnir?mcnts of Her 1\Iajesty's dominions in South Africa, tho people 
of wh1ch had the first call upon his services, The statement cleared 
the politico.! at~osphere, and had a distinctly cooling effect upon the 
overheated bram of the Boer party, who had .by this time convinced 
themselves that Pretoria was firmly established as the hub of the 
universe, and that an expectant world was waiting breathlessly to !mow 
what President Kruger would do next. . " 

1\Ir. Conyngham Greene, au experienced member ol the Diplomatic 
Corps, who had been appointed towards the end of 18U6 to succeed 
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Sir Jacobus de Wet as British Agent in Pt·etoria, had by this time 
gained some experience of tho ways of Pretoria. Probably few servants 
of the Crown have been culled upon to perform a service more exacting 
or less grate£nl than that which fell to the British Agent during the 
period in which l\fr. Conyngham Greene bas held the post. Conscious 
that his Government \VUS prevented by the acts of others from vindicat. 
ing its own position, hnmpered by the knowle<lgo of immense superiority 
of strength, don ling with people who ndvnneed at every turn and under 
every circumstance their one grievance as a. justification lor all the 
acts of hostility which had preceded that grievance or bad been 
deliberately perpetrated since, be was compelled to suffer snubs and 
annoyances on behalf of his Government, with no relief but such ns he 
coultl find in the office of recording them. A good deal hnd been done 
by Mr. Conyn~ham Greene to establish visible and tangible evidence 
of tho dcsiro of Her Majesty's Government to interest themselves in the 
condition of British subjects and-as far as the exigencies of a very 
peculiar case would for the time permit-to protect them from at least 
the more outrageous acts of injustice; but the strength of the chain is 
the strength of the weakest link, and it was always felt that until the 
lin!< in Cape Town was strengthened there was not much reliance to 
be ploced upon the chain. · 

Y cry frequently surprise hns been •~pressed that, after the fortunate 
escape from a very bad position which the Jameson Raid afforded to 
President Kruger's party, the Boers should not have learned wisdom 
and h~ve vclunt~rily undertal!en the task of putting their house in 
order. But having in mind the Boer character, is it not more natnral 
to suppose that, inflated and misled by a misconceived sense of success 
and strength, they should rather persist in and exaggerate the ways 
which they hnd formerly affected? 'So at least the Uitlanders thought 
and predicted, and their apprehensions were amply justified. In each 
successive year the Rand bas been relied upon to better its previous 
best, to produce something mor~ glaring and sensational in the way of 
improper laws nod sclllldnlous measures or revelations than anything 
which·it had before done. One woulti imagine· that it would pass the 
wit of man to devise a means of exploiting the Uitlander• which had 
not already been tried, .but It would truly appear that the First 
Volksraad may be confidently relied upon to do it. 

In the year 1897 some things were exposed which appeared, even to 
the Uitlanders, absolutely incredible. What is now known as the 
' donkeys and mealies scando.l ' was one of them. For the ostensible 
pmpose of helping burghers who had been ruined by tho rinderpest 
the President arranged for the purchase of large numbers of donkeys 
to be used instead of oxen for draught purposes, and he also arranged 
for the importation of quantities of mealies to be distributed among 
those who were supposed to be stouving. Inquiries instituted by order 
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of the Volksraad revealed the fact that Volksrand members ~nd 
Government officials were interested in these contmcls• ' The notorious 
Mr. B&rend Vorster, who had bribed Volksraad members with gold 
watches, money, and spiders, in order to secure the Selnti Railway 
Concession, and who, although denounced as a thief in the Volksraad 
itself, declined to take action to clear himself and was defended by the 
President, again pls.yed a prominent part. , This gentleman and his 
partners contracted with the Government to supply donkeys at a 
certain figure apiece, the Government taking· all risk of loss from the 
date of purchase. The donkeys were purchased in Ireland and in 
South America at one-sixth of the contrnet price. The contractors 
alleged tbat they had not sufficient means of their own, and received 
an advance equal to three-quarters of the total amount payable to 
them; that is to say, for every £100 which 'they had to expend they 
received £450 as an unsecured advance against their profits. It is 
believed that not 10 per cent. of the animals wore ever delivered to 
the farmers for whom they were ostensibly bought. An attempt was 
made in the Volksraad to have the matter thoroughly investigated, 
and to hove action taken against the contractors, but the affair was 
hushed up and, as far as it is possible to ascertain, every penny 
payable onder the contract hM been paid and lost. 

In the matt.er of the mealies (maize, the ordinary native food), large 
quantities were bought in South America. It was alleged In the 
Volksraad that the amount was far more than was necessary, and that 

' the quality was inferior, the result being that the Government were , 
swindled and that the State, being obliged to sell wbii.t it did not 
require, was entering unfairly into· com~etition with the merchants 
a.nd producers in the country. But the real character of this mealie 
swindle can only be appreciated when it is J,:nown bow the contract 
originated. The contractors having bargained to deliver donkeys, 
~pproached the President with the •~planation that ,donkeys being 
live-stock, wonld have to be accommodated upon an upper deck "Where 
there WM ample ventilation; the resul\ of which, they said, would be 
that the ship would be top,-heavy a.ncl would be obliged to talre ·in 
ballast. Surely, it was argued, it would be folly to carry worthless 
ballast when good mealies, which were in •ll3 ease badly needed in the 
country, would serve the purpose of ballasting equally well, and would, 
of course, show a very large profit. A contract lor metilies was there
fore entered into. When the inquiry was instituted in the Volksraad 
certain awkward facts carne to light, and it devolved upon Mr. Barend 
Vorster to explain how it happened thal"the mealie • ballast' arrived 
and was paid lor before the , donkeys were shipped. That worthy 
gentleman may still be thinking out the explanation, but as the money 
has been paid it cannot be a cause of great anxiety. · , 

In order to preserve a true perspective the reader should retilize that 
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the President defended both those affa.irs, and that the exposures took 
place while the recommendations of the Industrial Commission were 
being discussed in the Raad and fiercely combated by the President 
himself. . 

The matter of the Selati Railway was again brou~ht ill to prominence 
in 1897. It is quite impossible as yet to get at all the facts, but it is 
very genera.lly believed that a ""indle of unusual dimensions and 
audacity remains to be exposed, and that a real exposure would un
pleasantly involve some very prominent people. At any rate, the facts 
which becll.me public in 1898 would warrant that suspicion. The 
Selati Railway Company alleged that they had been unjustly deprived 
of their rights, and the Government admitting repudiation of contract, 
took refuge in the plea that in. making the contract they had acted 
ultra vires. It was, in fact, an exemplary case of ' thieves falling out,' 
and when the case got into the law courts a point of real interest to 
the public came out ; for the Company's Jawyers filet! their pleadings I 
The following account of the case is taken from the newspapers of the 
time. The plea of the Selati j:la.ilway Company states that: 

the Got•ernment was 1·ery desirous thn t the railways should be bttilt, nnd that 
for the purpose the busine" should be taken in hand by influential eaJ'italists, 
and thu.t, having full knowledge of the sums 1\..'!ked for by the orir:,'lnnl con· 
ces.o;ionnaires, they insisted upon the Rniri capitalists coming to an agreement 
with tl1o eonccssionnaircs o.ud paying them the amounts Mkcd; tlult it was 
thus understood between the said capitalists and the Government of tho 
South African Rcpuulie that the sum named in the concession as the price to 
be paid to the eoncc..~ionno.ires for the formation of the Company was wholly 
insutticicnt under the altered conditions, ancl that further sums had to be 
expencled to cover not only the iuercnsed amount demanded by the original 
concessionnaires, but cdso other sums of rrwney u:hich were asked lty and paid to 
different mcmbm of the Exwtli" Con11til and Volkmtad of the S011lh Afriran 
Jlepnblio and tlu:ir relmives and frU:nd3 "" the pric< /<11' granlil'g t/w; e<m· 
cusio·n. -

The matl<r came before the High Court, and several of the exceptions put 
forward on behalf of the Government were sustained. Regarding tho accu.s&o 
tion mentioned, :Mr. Advocate Esselen, who was coun!iel for the StAte, ex~ 
peeled that names and particulars should be inserted, and also that the State 
was not bound by the action of the Government or Executive. He quoted the 
Volksmnd re;olution or besluit upon which the concession ·wns granted, 
showing that £10,000 WM mentioned as the sum to be received by the eon· 
cessionoaires, and then proceeded: 

• Now, I any that th! Government could not contract with th! c·~mpany 
at a higher figure than 19 obove set forth. The measure of authonty granted 
to the Government is set forth in the Volksroad bcsl1<it which I have read, 
and the Government could not exC<led its authority, Second, tho defendant 
Company makes alle"ations which are tantamount to fraudulent dealing on 
the part of the age~ts of the State. But it ~!1 be said that it is the State 
which ones and that it Mnnot be heard to avatl ttself of the wrongful act• of 
ita agents.' In this ma.ttor, however, it is the ~tate Secretary'\\ ho sues on 
behalf of the St.te. The State is not bound Ill any eveljt by the acta of 
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individual membern of the Government. It was tho Go<ermncnt which li11.1 
entrusted with a power of attorney on behalf of the State.' 

This doctrine, so fatal to concessionnaires and thcll'. methods, led to the. 
following interesting colloquy: . . 

Mr. Justice J(mrssE": Do you persist in this exception, Mr. E"'lcn I 
Mr. EssELE~: Certainly I do. . · 
Mr. Justice JotHSSEN: Yoti havo been very fortunate in succeeding on two 

exceptions. Without pressing you in the leo.st, I am inclined to suggest that 
yon withdraw this exception. , 

Mr. Essr.LE": I cannot possibly withdra\v it, but I am willing to allow >t 
to stand as a special plea and to argJle it at a lator •t,gc. · . 

Mr. Justice JORtssu: As I said, I don't wi,sh to pre" you, but rt seems to 
me that this is a. very dangerous question. 

Mr. EssELEN: It is a very important question. . . · 
' Mr. J W!ticc JomssE": It is not only an important but a penlous question. 

In an amended plea filed by the Solati Railway Company they give the 
nnmas of persons to whom tho Company had to pay certain sumli of money or· 
give presents-in other words, bribes-in order to obtain tho Scloti contract. 
The following are the nnmes filed by Baron Eugene Oppenheim: To W. 
E. Bok, then member and minute keeper of the Executive Council, on 
Au&'USt 12, 1890, in cash, £50; the late N. J. Smit, sen., then Vice-President· 
of the South African Republic, and member of the Executive Council, on 
August 12, 1890, in cash, £500 ; F. C. Eloff, son·in·law of the President and 
then Private Secretary to his Honour, on August 12, £50 in cash. By De 
Jongh and Stegmann, on behalf of Baron Oppenheim, to C. Van Boeschoten, 
then Secretary of the Volksraad, on October 6, 18n3, in <ash, £100. By B.· 
J. Vot'Stet, jlln., one of the conccssionnn.ite_!, on bohalf of Eugene Oppenheim~ 
on or about August, 1890, the following: I'o Jan du Plessis de Beer, member 
of the Volksrand for Waterbcrg, £100; Schalk W, Burger, member of the 
Volksraad for Lyden burg, now member of tho ExccutiYo Council, £100; 
P. L, Bezuidonhout, member of the Yolksraad for Potohcfstroom, £100; 
J. Von der hlerwe, member of the Yolksraad for Lyden burg, £100; A. 
A. Stoop, member of the Volksrllad for Wakkcrstroom, £50 ; l'. G. H. Wol·· 
marnns, member of the Volksraad for Ruston burg, £50; J. M. Malan, member 
of the Volksraad for Rustenbure, Chainnan of tho first Volksroad, £50; N, 
M. B. Prinsloo, member of the Volksraad for Potohefstroom, £50; 'J, J. Spies, 
member of the Yolksrllad for Utrecht, £70; B. H. Klapper, Chairman of the 
Volksraad, £125; 0. •an Booschoten, Secretary of tho Volksrand, £180. By 
J. N. de Jongh1 o~ behalf of Baron Eugene Orpcnheim, about the end of 
1892 or the bcgmnmgofl893, to the late N. J: Snut, sen., then Vice-President 
of the South African Republic, and member of the Executive Council, shares 
in tho defendant Company to the value of £1,000 ; F. 0. F:loff son-in-law of 
and then Private Secretary to the State President, shares in the defendant 
Company to the value of £2,000; P. G. Mare, then member of th• Volksraad 
for Utrecht, now Landdrost of Boksburg, shares in the defendant Company 
to the value of £500. . By B. J. Yorstcr, jun., on beholf of Baron Eugene 
Oppenheim, about July or August, 1890, to 0. 0. van Heerdcn member of 
the Yolksraad for Wakkerntroom, on~ spider; A. A. Stoop, me~hcr of the 
Volksraad for Wakkcratroom, one •p•der; F. G. H. Wolmarans member of 
the Yolksraad for Rusten~urg, one ~pider; B. W. J. Steenkamp, member of 
the Yolksraad for Piet Relief, one sp1der; J.P. L. Lombard member of the 
Volksraad for Standerton, one spider; H. F. Grohler member of the Yolks. 
raad for Middelburg, one spider; W. L. de !a Roy, m'ember of the Volksraad 
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for Bloemhof, one •rider ; D. W. Talj .. rd, member oi the Volksraad for 
Stunderton, one svider; J. 0. van Zyl, member of tho Volksraad for Hoidel
burg, one spider; J. P. Botha, member of the Volksraod for Pretoria, one 
spider; H, P. Beukes, member of the Volksrand for Ma.rico, one spider; 
J. F. van Stadcn, member of the Volksraud for Vryheid, one spider; J. 
~!.Malan, member of the Volksraad for Rustenuurg, one spider; N. M. S, 
Prinsloo, member of the Volksraad for Potchefstroom, ono cart; T. C, Grey· 
ling, member of the Yolksraad for Heidelberg, one cart. To_tal valuo, £1,440. 

Twenty-one members of the First Volksra.ad out of· twenty-five 1 
The Vice-President I The son-in-law and Private Secretary. of the 
President I The Secrotary of th'e Volksraod and the Minute Keeper ol 
the Executive I 

The Volksra.ad, one would think, would be bound to take cognizance 
ol.such a statement, and to cause an investigation to be held. They 
did take cognizance ol it after tho manner peculiar to them. But the 
last thing in the world to be expected from them was an impartial 
investigation: nothing so foolish was ever contemplnted. There were 
too many in ii, and an investigation into the conduct of officials and 
Raad members would be establishing e. most inconvenient precedent. 
Some members contented themseil·os with a simple denial, others 
scorned to take notice of such charges, and others tried to explain them 
away. No opinion need be expressed upon the methods of the con· 
cessionna.ires; nor does it matter whether the company, by its neglect 
or default, had justified tho act of the Government The point which 
i.e offered for consideration is that the indisputable fact of ·bribes having 
been taken wholesale was ignored, ~hilst the disputed question of 
liability to cancellation was arbitrarily settled by the Government in 
its own favour. 

The crop of scandals in 1897 was as the rolling snowball. It is UU· 

necessary to refer to them all in detail. The Union Ground, one ol 
the public squares of J oh~nnesburg, was granted to a syndicate of 
private individuals upon such terms that they were enabled to sell the 
right, or portion of it, at once for £25,000 in cash. The Minister ol 
Mines, in his. o:licial capacity, strongly recommended the transaction, 
and was afterwards obliged to admit that he himself had an interest in 
it. The Volksraad, however, refused to confirm it, and the purchaser 
of the concession fell back upon the President for protection. The 
latter advised him to remain quiet until the presidential election, which 
was about to take place, should be over, and gave the assurance that 
then be would see that the grant was confirmed by the Raad. In the 
session of 1898 his Honour strongly supported the proposal and it was 
duly carried. · 

The Eloff location scandal was another which greatly disturbed even1 
the Volksraad. Mr; Frickie Eloff is President Kruger's son-in-law, 
and enjoys the unsavoury reputation of being interested in every 
swindle which is worth being in in the Transvaal. A piece of ground 
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lying to the north-west of J oha.nnesburg close up to the town had 
originally been proclaimed e.s a goldfield, but no reefs having been 
foond there BOd the ground not having been pegged, it was after• 
wards withdrawn from proclamation •. The Mining Commissioner of 
Johannesburg in the .course of his duties discovered some flaw in the 
second or withdrawing proclamation. He advised tho head office in 
Pretoria of this discovery, and stated that it might be contended that 
the de-proclamation was invalid, and that great loss and inconvenience 
would follow if the ground were pegged and tho title upheld. Within 
twenty·four hours tho ground Wt18 pegged by Mr. Eloff, .but it is not 
known whence he derived the inspiration. His claim was strongly 
opposed by the local officials. They reported that the ground was 
known to be of no value, and advised that as the cost of licenses would 
be very considerable the obvious policy of the Government would be
if the title could not be upse~to wait until Mr. Eloff should tire of 
paying licenses on valueless ground. ·The Government, however, 
decided otherwise : they converted Mr. Eloff's claims into residential 
stands; that is to say, they made him a present of an immensely 
valuable piece of property, and gave him title under which he could 
cut it up into small plots and readily sell it. This action · of the 
Go,•ernment, however, required confirmation by ·the Raad. The 
matter came before the Volksraad in due course, and that body 
deliberately revoked the decision of the Government and refused 
Mr. Eloff any title except what he could claim according to law. But 
Mr. Kruger ia not so easily beaten. He soon discovered that the piece 
of ground acquired by Mr. Eloff was exactly the piece which it was 
necessary for the Government to have for a coolie location, and without 
more ado the Government bought it from Mr. Eloff for £25,000. 

'rho ingenuity of the Boer mind in getting the last possible fraction 
of value out of any transaction is well exemplified in this matter. 
One would naturally conelude that a deal so profitable would satisfy 
anybody. But not so I The piece of ground commands the approach 
to many valuable private plots and residences, and it was soon found 
that aport from intrisic worth it might have a blackmailing value; thus 
towards the end ofl898, after the deal had been completed, the ownsrs 
of these residences and estates were privately approached with the 
inforllllltion that the coolie location, consisting of shelters built of 
scraps of iron, paraffin tins, and old pieces of wood, was to be removed 
to this site (probably to facilitate the transference of the presentloca· 
tion site, which is also very valuable, to some other favourite), but that 
if sufficient inducement were offered by landowners in the neighbour. 
hood, the decision would be reconsidered I · · 
· The grant of a Municipality to Johannesburg has often been quoted 
as an example of something done by Mr. Kruger in the interests of the 
Uillande!'ll. The principal conditions of that grant are that nll 
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burghers of ·the State, whether they have property or not, shall be 
entitled to vote for the election of councillors; that each ward shall be 
represented by two councillors, one of whom must be a burgher; and 
that the chairm!lll, or burgomaster, shall be appointed by Government 
and shall have the right of veto. The elections in at leas! two of the 
wards are completely at the mercy of the police and of the poor Boers 
who have no interest whatever in the town. The burghers in J ohl\Ones• 
burg-police, Boers, and officials-who may number a couple of 
thousand, including the naturalized lot, have therefore a permanent 

· and considerable majority over ·the Uitlanders, who· probably number 
over 40,000 adult white males• .. · 

The scope and value of this g>ant were made manifest when the now 
notorious sewage concession came under discussion. 1'he Municipality 
}lad upon several occasionJJ endeavoured to get the right to introduce a 
scheme for the disposal of the sewage of the town, and had applied for 
authority to raise the necessary funds, but had been refused.. Suddenly 
n concession was gr!lllted .by the Government-they called it a contract 
-to Mr. Emmanuel Mendelssohn, the proprietor of the Standard a'lld 
D·iggers' News, the Government organ in Johannesburg. He said that 
he got it for nothing-possibly 11o reward for loyal services; but he also 
stated that he was not the sole. owner. The value of the g>ant was 
estimated by the conccssionnaire himself to be about £1,000,000 sterling, 
and in the lately published proposals which he made to one of the big 
firms interested in the Transvaru he indicated how a profit.of £100,000 
a year could be mad& out of it. The Town Council unanimously and 
vigorously protested; but the Government took no notice of their 
protest. They then decided to apply to the Court for a.n order 
restraining the Government. from ms.king this g>ant, on the ground 
that they had no power tQ alienate a right which belonged to the town 
itself. In order to make the application to Court it was necessary, in 
terms of the constitution of the municipo.lity, to obtain the eignature of 
the Burgomallter. That .oflicio.l e.s representing . the Government 
refused point blank to authorize the council to dispute the Govern· 
ment's action in a Court of Law, and the council were obliged to apply 
for an Order of Court compelling the Burgomaster to sign the docu· 
ments necessary to enable them to contest in the Courts of the country 
the validity of an act of the Government which was deemed to be 
an infringement upon the rights of the town. In the faee. of this the 
President capitulated for the time being; but neither he nor the con· 
cessionnaire makes any secret of the determination to find o. quid 
po quo. .. · · • . . 

The year 1898 brought in its turn its full share of fresh encroach· 
ments and exactions. The bare enumeration of the concessions, 
privileges, and contracts, proposed or agreed to, is sufficient to indicate 
what must be the condition of mind of one whose interests are at stake 
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nnder such a regime. Not all 'concessions,' 'oontraete,' and.' pr~· 
tected factories ' confer exclusive rights, but many might easily m 
effect do so, and all are infringements upon the rights of the public. 
Here are some from the officie.l list of 1899: Dynamite, Railways, 
Spirits, Iron, Sugar, Wool, Bricks, Earthenware, Paper, Candles, Soap, 
Calcium Carbide, Oil, MatcheR, Cocoa, Bottles, Jam, etc. 

A large loan had been constantly talked of throughout the year, but 
no one knew for what purpose it could be required. '£he Government 
vouchsafed no information at all, but negotiations were carried on both 
in Pretoria and in Europe. Month after month went by, but the 
millions were not forthcoming, and the Government believed, or 
affected to believe, that their failure was due to a conspiracy among 
the capitalists, and in rete.liation they directed and subsidized a fierce 
anticapitalist campaign in their press. The explanation of failure, 
which did not occur to them, may have been that investors believed 
that the course pursued by the Tra.nsvae.l Government must Inevitably 
lead to contlict with the paramount power, and they had no faith and 
no assurance that in the event of such a conflict taking place the 
British Government would take over loans which must have been con' 
traoted only for the purposes of war against England. , 

The juggling with the dynamite question continued through9ul the 
year. The President had successfully defeated the aim of the Yolks· 
raad, and the investigation and reports which had been ordered by 
that body in 1897 to be made by lawyers and auditors, although duly 
handed in to the Government, were suppressed by the President Md 
not permitted to be shown to the Raad, On the contrary, the astound. 
ing proposition was made that, fn return for a very inconsiderable 
reduction in the cost of dynamite (half of which was to be made up 
by the Government sacrificing its share of profits), and a possible 
further reduction of' OS. per case under certain conditions, the monopoly 
should be renewed for a period of fifteen years, all breaches in the past 
to be condoned, and cancellation on the ground of breach of contract 
fn the future to be impossible. This proposal, it was publicly notified, 
would be laid before the Raad during the first session of 1899. The 
existence of tho dynamite monopoly was at this time costing the · 
industry £600,000 a year, and on every possible occasion it was repre· 
sen ted to the Government that, if they really did need further revenue, 
in no way could it be more easily or more properly raised than by 
exercising their undoubted right to cancel the monopoly and by im· 
posing a duty of such amount as might be deemed necessary upon 
imported dynamite. It was also pointed out that the proposed reduc. 
tion in the cost of dynamite would offer no relief whatever, since it was 
far more than counterbalanced by the taxes upon mynpaehts and profits 
which were then being imposed. 

During this year tho Volksraad instructed lhe Government to enforce 
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their right. to collect 2! per cent. of the gross produetion from 
mynpacbts (mining leases). All mynpncht titles granted by the 
Government contained a clause giving the Government this power, so 
that. they were acting strictly within their legal right; but the right 
had never before beeri exercised. For twelve years investors hni! been 
allowed to ft·ame their estimates of profit upon a certain basis, and 
suddenly, without a day's warning, this tn:t was sprung upon them. 
It was indisputably the right of the Government, but equally indis· 
putably was it most unwise; both because of the manner in which it 
was done and because there was no necessity whatever for tho doing 
of it, as the revenue of .tbe country was nlrondy greatly in e;cess of 
the legi~imata requirements, Immediately following this cnme a 
resolution to impose a. tiU of 5 per cent. upon the profits of n11 com· 
panics working mining ground other than that covered by mynpncht. 
The same objections applied to this tax with the additional one, that 
no clause existed in the titles indicating that it could be done, and no 
warning hnd ever been given that it would be done. The proposol was 
int.roduced one morning and adopted at once ; the first notice to in· 
vostors wns the accomplisbcd fact. These measures were particularly 
keenly resented in France and Germany. 

The grievance of hasty legislation was i'l these cases aggravated by 
the evidence that the taxes were quite unnecessary. President Kruger 
still fought ago.inst cancellation of the Dynamite Monopoly, by which 
the State revenue would have benefited to the extent of .£600,000 ~ 
year, if he had .accepte<l the proposal of the Uitlanders to allow im· 
portation of dynamite subject to a duty of £2 per case-a tax which 
represented . the monopolists' profit, and would not therefore have 
increased the cost of the article to the mines. I:Io still persisted in 
squandering and misapplying the public funds. I:Ie still oponly 
followed the policy of satisfying his burghers at the Uitlanders' 
expense; but the burghers have a growing appetite, and nothing shows 
tho headlong policy of 'squaring '-nothing better illustrates the 
Uitlanders' grievance of reckless extravagance in administration-than 
tho list of fixed solaries as. it bas grown year ·by year since the gold· 
fields became a factor. 

1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 . 
1890 

. 1891 
1892 
1893 
189!1 

TRANSY AAL FIXED SALARIES. 

'·" 

£ •. d,· 
51,831 3 7 
99,083 12 8 

164,466 4 10 
2i9,6H 10 10 
324.5~0 8 10 
332,888 13 9 
323,608 0 0 
361,275 6 11 
419.775 13 10 
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1895 
1896 
18~7 
1898 
1899 (Budget) 

.. ~· 
.. , 

£ •. d. 
570,047 12 7 
813,029 7 . ~ 
996,959 19 11 

1,080,382 3 . 0 
1,216,394 5 0 

That is to say, the Salary List is now twenty-iour times as great as 
it was when the Uitlaoders began to come in in numbers. It· amounts 
to nearly five timea a.s much a.s the total revenue amounted to then. It 
is now sufficient, if equally distributed, to pay £40 per heil.d'per aooum 
to the total male Boer population. . 

The liquor curse ha.s grown to such dimensions, and the illicit liquor 
organization has aecured B1!ch a firm hold, :hat even. the stoutest 
champions of law aod order doubt at times whether It will ever be 
possible to combat the evil The facts of the case reflect more un· 
favourably upon the President than perhaps any other single thing. 
These are the facts: The law prohibits the sale of liquor to natives; 
yet from a fifth to a third of the natives on t~e Rand are habitually 
drunk. The fault rests with a corrupt and incompe:ent administra· 
lion. That administration is in the.hands of the President's relations 
and ·personal following. The remedy urged by the State Secretary, 
State Attorney, some members of the Executive, the genera.! public, 
and the united petition of all the ministers of religion in the country, 
is to entrust the administration to the State Attorney's department 
and to maintain the existing law. · In the face of this President Kruger 
has fought hard to have the total prohibition law abolished, and has 
B11Ccessfully maintained his nepotism-to apply no worse construction I 
In replying to a deputation of liquor·dealers be denounced tho existing 
law as an 'immoral' one, because by restricting the sale of liquor it 
deprived a number of honest people of their livelihood-aod President 
Kruger is a total abstainer I 

The effect of this liquor trade is indescribable; the loss in. money, 
although enormous, is a minor consideration compared with the crimes 
committed and the accidents in tho mines traceable to it; a.nd the 
effect upon the native character is simply appalling. 

Much could be said about this native questiqn apart from the subject 
of drink, for it is one which is very difficult of just appreciation by 
any but thos& who have had considerable experience of, and personal 
contact with, the natives, It is one upon which there is a great 
divergence of 'l'iews between the people of Europe and the people o! 
South Africa. South Africans believe that they view it from the 
rationoJ standpoint, they believe also that Europeans as a rule view it 
more from the sentimentoJ. The people who form their opinions from 
the writings a.nd reports of missionaries only, or who have in their 
lnind's eye the picturesque savage in his war apparel as seen at Earl's 
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Court, or the idealized native of the novelist, cannot possibly under· 
stand the rea.! native. The writer holds South African views upon the 
native question..,-that is to say, that the natives are to all intents and 
purposes a. race of children, and should be treated as such, with strict 
juatice and absolute fidelity to promise, whether it be of punishment 
or reward: a simple consistent policy which the native mind can grasp 
and will consequently respect. 

With this in mind it will, perh!lps, be believed that the recital of 
certain instances of injustice is not made with the object of appealing 
to sentimenta.lism, or of obliquely influencing opinions which might . 
otherwise be unfavourable or indifferent. The cases quoted in this 
volume are those which have been decided by the courts, or tho 
evidence in support of them is given, and they are presented because 
they are typical cases, and not, except in the matt.er of public exposure, 
isolated ones. The report of the case of Toeremetsjani, the native 
chieftaincss,1 is taken verbatim from one of the newsp~pers of the time. 
'fhe woman is the head of the Secocoeni tribe, whose success!ul 
resista.ii.ce of the Transvaal Government was one of the alleged causes 
of the annexation. A good deal could be said about the ways of 
Native Commissioners in such matters. Much also could be said about 
the case of the British Indians and. the effect upon the population of 
India which is produced by the coming and going of thousands of 
these annually between India and the Transvaal, and their recital of 
the treatment to which they are subjected, their tales of appeals to 
the great British Government, and their eccount of the latter's inability 
to protect them. Much also could be said of the Capo Boy question, 
but sufficient prominence has been given to these matters by the publi· 
cation of the official documents anrl the report of the inqniry into 
Field-Cornet Lombaard's conduct, which was held at the instance of 
the British Government. 

It is not suggested that if the Government in the Transvaal were 
influenced by the vote of the white British subjects, or if it were 
entirely dominated by such vote, any encouragement would be given 
to the Indian hawkers and traders, or.that there would be any disposi. 
tion whatever to give voting rights to coloured people of 'any kind, but 
it is sugge~ted that a more eulightened and a more just system of 
treatment would be adopted; and in any case it is to be presumed that 
there would be no appeals to the British Government, involving 
erllibitions of impotency on the part of the Empire to protect ita 
subjects, followed by the deliberate repetition· of treatment which 
1night become the subject of remonstrance. The untutored mind is 
not given to subtleties and sophistries; direct cause and effect are as 
much as it can grasp. Those it does grasp and firmly hold, and the 
simple inferences are not·to be removed by any amounl of argumenl 

. I So• Appendi% K. . 
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or explanation, however plausible. There is eco.rcelf_a_ Uitlander ~n 
the Transvaal who would not view with d.ismay the ratsmg of the b1g 
question upon such grounds &s the treatment of the natiYes, the Cape 
boys, or the Ind.iane; and the fact that the Transvaal Government 
know this may account for much of the provocation on these questions. 
It is nevertheless undeniable that wWte British subjects in the Trans
vaaJ do suffer fresh humiliation and. are substantially lowered in the 
eyes of the coloured races, becans& appeals are made on their beha~. to 
the Bl'itillh Government, and those appeals are useless. The cond1t10n 
of affairs should be.that such appea.ls would be unnecessary, and would 
therefore become-in practice-impossible.· Such a cond.ition of affairs 
would obtain under a friendly and more enlightened government, and 
the only security for the volun.tary continuance of such conditions is 
the enfranchisement of the Uitlander population. 

In the midst of nil that was gloomy, unfavourable and unpromising 
there ca.me to the Uitlanders one b1ight ray of sunshine. Dr. Leyds, 
who had been re-elected State Secretary on the understanding that he 
would, resign immediately in order to take up the post of plenipotentiary" 
in Europe, and whom the Boers with a growing anti-Hollander and 
pro·.Airikander feeling would no longer tolerate, relinquished Ws office·. 
In his stead was appointed Mr. F. W. Reitz, formerly President of the 
Free State, a kindly, honourable, and cultured gentleman, whose indi· 
viduaJ sympathies were naturally and strongly progressive, but who, 
uniortlliUitely, hss not proved himself to be sufficiently strong to cope 
with President Kruger or to rise above division upon race lines in 
critical timea. Shortly afterwo.rds Mr. ChristiaanJoubert, the Minister 
of Mines, a man totally unfit from any point of view to hold any office 
of responsibility or dignity, was compelled by resolution of the Second 
Volksraad to hand in his resignation. His place was filled by a Hoi· 
lander official in the Mining Depa.rtment, who commanded and still 
commando the confidence and respect of all parties. The elevation of 
the Acting State Attorney to the Bench left yet another highly re· 
sponsible post open, a.nd the Government choice fell upon Mr. J. C. 
Smuts, an able and conscientious young barrister, and an earnest 
worker for reform. An Afrikander by birth, and educated in the Cape 
Colony, he had taken his higher degrees with great distinction at Cam
bridge, and had been called to the English Bar. 

But there came at the same time another appointment, which was 
not so favourably viewed. There was still another vacancy on the 
Bench, and it became known that, in accordance with the recom
mendation expressed by the Raad that all appointments should when. 
ever possible be first offered to sons of the soil, i.e., born Transvaalers 
it was intended to appoint to this judgeship a. young man of twenty: 
lour years of age lately called to the Bar, the son of the Executive 
Member Kook already referred to in this volume. The strongest . 
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objection' Was tnade to this proposal by n.ll partie•, including the friends 
of the Government; the most prominent of n.ll objectors were soma ol 
the leading members of the Bar, who, it wae believed, carried influence 
and were in sympathy with·the·Government. A delay took place, and 
it was at one time believed that President Kruger had abandoned his 
intention, but it is Ullderstood that pressure was brought to bear upon 
the Pres.ident by a co!llliderable party of his follower•, and in the conroe 
of a few days the appointment wa• duly gazetted. 

The selection of educated and intelligent Afrikanders, sincerely 
desirous of purifying the administration, for such responsible offices 88 

those of State Secretary and State Attorney, was gratefully welcomed 
by the. Uitlander community, who believed that only through the 
iniluenc~ of such men consistently and determinedly exerted could a 
peaceful solution of m!IDy difficult questions be found. It is but bare 

_j:ustico to these gentlemen to state that never were they found wanting 
in good intention or honest endeavour, ready at all times to inquire 
into subjects of complaint, IIDXtous at all times to redress any legitimate 
grieva.nces, To them and to many other less prominent but no less 
worthy officials of .the Transvaal Civil Service, whom it is impossible 
to name and to whom it might prove to be no good turn if they were 
niuned, is due a.n expression of regret that they may perhaps suffer by 
references which are not directed against them, but which are justified 
by a rotten system, and are cnlled for by the action of others over 
whom these men have no control. Nobody but one intimately con· 
corned in Transvaal affairs can appreciate the unpleasant a.nd undeserved 
Jot of the honest officiu.l who necessarily, but most Ulljustly, suffers by 
association with those who deserve nil that ca.n be said against them. 

It is very well known that the gentlemen above referred to would, if 
it were in their power, re~dily accord the terms asked for in the 
franchise memora.ndum recently submitted by the Uitlanders, but they 
are unfortunately entirely without influence over the President and his 
party. It is true that-although British subjects by birth-they have 
chosen to associate themselves with the Transvaal Government and 
are now uncompromising republicans; but there is no fault to be found 
with that. It may be true,.also, thai they aspire to republicanize the 
whole of South Africa., and free it of the Imperial influence; that 
wou:id be a cause of enmity as between them e.nd those who desire to 
preserve the Imperia.! connection, but it is no groUild for reproach. 
There is one point, however, upon which they, in common with nearly 
all the enlightened Airikandere throughout South Africa, may be 
adjudged to have fallen short in their duty; it is this, that whilst nine 
times out of ten they divide upon sound principles, they will not follow 
that policy to a conclusion; for upon the tenth occasion thoy will sub. 
ordinate principle, and, at the call of one who may use it Ullscrupulously, 
will rally upon race lines alone. It is ouly too true of only too many 

' . 
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that they cannot be got to see· that if the~ would really divide ~~on 
principles, all danger of conflict ·would . di~nppenr .a~~ the solutiOn 
would be both speedy and peaceful ; for 11 IS the diVISIOn ·upon race 
lines that alone raises the distracting prospect of war, 

For those who are .in this position in the Transvaal it may be allowed 
that their difficulties are great, They cannot, it is troe, complain of 
lB.Ck of warning. They did not, it is also \roe, after trying their 
influence and finding it of no a~ail, cut adrift when they might have 
done so, and by their example have so stripped the reactionaries of all 
support that there could now be no question of their standing out; but 
they may have honestly believed that they would in time succeed, 
whilst the Uitlanders, judging from a long and bitter erperience, felt 
that they would not and could not. They may say that this is no 
time to part from those with whom they associated themselves ·in 
times of peace. Such reasoulng may provide an excuse in the Trans· 
vaal, but no such plea will avail for those without the Transvaal who 
have let the day of opportonity go past, and who cry out their fright· 
ened protest now that the night of disaster is upon us, 

CHAPTER XI 

THE BEGINNING OF TBll END 

So the year drnggcd on with its one little glimmer of light and its big 
black clouds of disappointment, and it was Christmas-time when the 
spark came to the wn.iting tinder. What a bloody bill could the 
holidays and holy days of the world tot up I On the Sunday night 
before Christmas, a British subject named Tom Jackson Edgar was 
shot dead in his own bouse by a Boer ·policeman.' Edgar, who was a 
man of singularly fine physique and both able and accustomed to tal<e 
care of himself, was returning home at about midnight when one of 
three men standing by, who, as it ·afterwards transpired, was both ill 
and intoxicated, made an offensive remark. Edgar resented it with a 
blow which dropped the other insensible to the ground. The man's 
friends called for tho police, and Edgar, meanwhile, entered his own 
house a few yards off. There was no attempt at concealment or 
escape; Edgar was _an old resident and perfectly well known. Four 
policemen came, who in a.ny circumstances were surely sufficient to 
capture him. 1\Ioreover, if that had boon considered difficult other 
assistance could have been obtained, and the house from which there 
could have been no escape might have been watched. In any case 
Edgar was admitted by the police to have sat on the bed to.lking to hi~ 
wife, and to have· been thus wall:hed by them through the window. It 
is not stated that they called upon him to come out oi surrender him. 
aclf, bul they proceeded immediately to burst in his door. Hearing 
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the noise, he came out into the passage. He ~ay or may not have 
known that they were police: he may or may not ha,·e believed them 
to be the three men by one of whom he had been insulted. A Boer 
policeman named Jones (there are scores of Boers unablo to speak a 
word of English, who nevertheless own very characteristic English, 
Scotch, and Irish names-many of them being children of deserters 
from the British army I) revolver in hand burst the door open. It ia 
alleged by the prisoner and one of the polico that, as the door was 
burst open, Edgar, from the passage, struck the constable on the head 
twice with anJron·shod stick, which was afterwards produced in Court. 
On the other band, Mrs. Edgar and other independent witnesses
spectators-testified that Edgar did not strike a blow at all, and could 
not possibly have done so in the time. The fact, however, upon which 
all witnesses agree ia that, o.s the police burst open the door, Constable 
Jones fired at Edgar and dropped him dead in the arms of his wile, 
who was standing in the passage a foot or so behind him .. On the 
following morning, the policeman was formally arrested on the charge 
of manslaughter, and immediately released upon his comrades' sureties 
of £200. 

As gunpowder answers to the spark, so the indignation of the Ui~ 
lander community broke out. The State Attorney, to whom the facts 
were represented by the British Agent in Pretoria, immediately ordered 
the re·arrest of the policeman on the charge of murder. The feeling 
of indignation was such among British ~ubjects generally, but more 
especially among Edgar's fellow-workmen, that it was decided to 
present a petition to Her Majesty praying .for protection. British 
subjects were invited to gather in the Market Square in order to 
proceed in a body to .the office of the British Vice·Consul and there 
present the petition; but in order to avoid any breach of the Publio 
Meetings Act, they were rcquest.ed to .avoid speech.making and to 
retrain in every way from any provocation to di,sorder. Some four or 
tive thousn.nd persons gathered together. They listened to the reading 
of the petition, and marched in an orderly manner to the office of the 
British Vico·Consul, where the petition was read and accsptcd. 

I' This was the first dire•t appeal to Her Majesty made by British 
subjects since the protests against the retrocession eighteen years before. 
Not very many realized at the time the importance of tho change in 
procedure. There could be. no "As you were" after the direct appeal: 
either it would be accepted, in which event the case of the Uitlanders 
would be in tho hands of an advoca~c more powerful than they had ever 
proved themselves to be, or..it would be declined, a course which would . 
have been regarded as sounding the death·knell of the Empire in South 
Africa. The time was one of the most intense anxiety; for the future 
of the Uitlanders bung upon the turn of the scale. . 

It was late one night when those who had been called to Pretoria to 
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receive the reply of Her Majesty's Government returned to the Rand. 
The real reply then was known only to three men; it was simply point 
blank refueal to accept the petition. There were no rea.sona and no 
explllllations, It was done on the authority of Sir William Butler, the 
Commander-in-Chief in South Africa and acting High Commissioner ; 
for Sir Alfred Miincr was at that time in England, as also was ?.Ir. 
Conyngham Greene, But the faith was in these men that it could not 
be true, that it could not lu!ve happened had Sir Alfred Milner not been 
absent, and thus came the suggestion to 'explain It away,• On the_ 
following day British subjects on the Rand learned th~ a breach of 
diplomatic etiquette had been committed, that the petition should na"l'er 
have been published before being formally presented to Her Mnjesty, 
and that thus it would be necessary to prepare and presetJt another in 
proper form. The petition was redrawn, and in the course of the 
following weeks upwards of 21,000 signatures were obtained by that 
loyal and enthusiastic little band of British subjects who form the 
Johannesburg branch of the South African League. 

In the meantime other thin{l'l bad been happening. Messrs. 
Thomas B. Dcdd and Clement Davies Webb had been arrested under 
the Public Meetings Act for having organized an illegal meeting in the 
Market Square, Johannesburg, for the purpose of presenting the petition 
to the British Vice-Consul They were released upon bail of £1,000 
each. Whether this was a fair example of the judicial perspective in 
the Transva.a!, or whether it was e. concession to the feelings of the 
lloers, it is impossible to say, nor does it much matter. The fact is 
that for the crime of killing a. British subject the ball was £200; and 
for the crime of objecting to it the bail was £1,000. This action only 
added fuel to the fire, and a public meeting was immediately convened 
to be held in a circus building known as the Amphitheatre. , Meetings 
ru:e permitted under the Act pro~ided they are held in an enclosed 
building. The object of the meeting was to record a protest against the 
arrest of Messrs. Dodd and Webb. A grent many of the more ardent 
o.mong the llritish subjects were of opinion that the time for protests and 
petitions was past, and they would not attend the meeting. A great 
many others, feeling that it was more or Jess a formality leading to 
nothing else, did not trouble to attend. Not one of those who did 
attend had thil least suspicion of any organized opposition. The fol
lowing dispatch from the High Commissioner to the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies sufficiently describe• the sequel: , 

GoVJ:RNl!&.~T HousE, CAPE ToWN, 
. April5, 1899, 

81&, 
· 1 have tl;o honour to forward herewith the certified and attested 

copies of affidavits which form an enclosure to Afr. Wyberg'• letter trans. 
mttted to you in my despatoh of the 28th March, but which did not r~ch mo 
in limo to catch tho last mail stcamer, 
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· From these affidavits, tho nwnber of which and the manner in which they 
confi~ one. another seem to . me to leave no doubt of their general trust.. 
wortluncss; 1t nppears ~ · 

1. That early on tho morning of Saturday, the 14th January, the foremen 
in charge of the variou,s camps along the :Main Reef Rood were instructed to 
tell a cert:lin number of their workmen to bent the Amphitheatre in Johnn· 
nesburg at 2 p.m., where thoy would bo addrcll!lcd by nn official of tho Puulic 
Works Department, Mr. P .• 1. Malan (Hoofd van Afdecling Wcgcn). 

2. That the affair bad beon planned beforehand, and that Acting Road 
Inspector· Papeufus anit others systctrul.tically .visited the various camps on 
that moroing in order to beat up recruits, and that inquiry Wllll mado in some 
cases to insure that tho persons sent should bo' treu,' ~ •• , Boer or Afl'iknnder 
workmen who might be expected to take the sido of tho Governmcn~ Tho 
Russian workmen were not asked to g<>. 

8. That the men were paid two hours earlier than mual, and that those 
men who wore ordered to go were told, iftheycouldnot gotGovornmeutcarts, 
they should hire and recover aft.crwa.rds. . . 
· 4. That in some cases, as that of the Boksburg section, the men were con .. 

vcyod the greater part of the way \Jy Government carta. 
5, That when the men arrived at the Amphitheatre, about 2 p.m., a man, 

who was either Afr. Bosman, Second Landdrost's Clerk, or Mr. Boshof1 
Registrar of the Second Criminal Court, and perhaps both of them, told them 
to go to the Police St.tion. 

· · 6. 1'hat on arriving at tho Police Station they were addressed 'by Mr. 
Broeksma, Third Public Prosecutor, and told they were there to break up the 
meetiur; when he gave them certain signa1s. · · 
.. 7, ~!'hat they thou went into the Amphitheatre, and that tl1ere were present, 
besides Mr. Brocksma, Mr. Papenfllll, Mr. Jacobs (SpeciaL Road ln•pector), 
lllr. de Villicrs (Second Public Prosecutor), and Mr. Burgers, also an ol!icial, 
as well as several prominent members of the To1vn and Special Police in plain 
clothes. · 

8. That the different sections of the Road party men were placed in varioU.. 
parta of the building, under their respective foremen, and that several Govern· 
ment officials assisted in locating them. 

9,. That a number of the men did not understand what they were there for. 
·. 10. That the proceedings on the pert of the promoters of the meeting, 
which, as you &ft) aware, bad been sanctioned by the Government, were 
perfeotlr, regular. . -. · 

11. 'lhat on the first appearance of the promoters of the meeting there Wllll 
a concerted disturbance, which rendered it totally impossible to go on with 
the proceedings. " 

12. That in- tho riot which followed sevcra.J people were seriously injured, 
the sufferers in every case being bon4 fide sympathizers with the object of the 
meeting, and tho aggressors being persons who had come there with the object 
of breaking it up. 

13. Thnt the Police did not make tho smallest effort to check the disturb 
ances though it would have Leon ,._,y to do so, and that, when appealed to, 
they ;,aintoincd an attitude of indill'erence. 

14. That Brocskma, Third Publio Prosecuror, and Lieutenant Murphy, of 
the Morality Polioo, actually 11813istod in breaking chairs, and encouraged the 
rioters. 

I have, etc,, 
A. ~flu:n, 

Goul"fllll' ""d lligh Commisswn ... 
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With affairs of thls kind stirring up race hatred and feeling among 
the class from whom the juries have to be selected, what chance was 
there of securing an impartieJ trieJ of the polic'l_man charged with the 
murder of Edgar? · The Acting British Agent, Mr. Edmund Fraser, 
in his dispatch of December 23 tolls what he thought of the prospect 
before these affairs took place. 'As to the.ultimate charge to be brought 
against the policeman, the State Attorney was doubtful whether tho 
charge had not better be one of culpable homicide, for the reason that 
in the presence of a Boer jury Ws counsel have a much easier tusk in 
getting Wm off under a charge of murder than for culpable homicide. 
But the chances of a Boer jury convicting him at all are so smeJI that 
I said I should not assent to either charge until I had seen what ro· · 
butting evidence tho Public Prosecutor brought.' 

But this was not all. Immediately after tho murder of Edgar, Mr.-
J. S. Dunn, tho editor of the Critic newspaper, recited tho facts of tho 
case as they were known to Wm, and passed some severe strictures. 
upon Dr. Krause, the First Public Prosecutor, who wae tcsponsible for 
determining tho charge against policeman Jones and fixing his bail in 
tho first instance. The steps now taken by Dr. Krause no doubt were 
within his legal rights, but they do not appear to a layman calculated 
to insure justice being done. Before proceeding with the murder trial, 
Dr. Krause took crimineJ action against Mr. Dunn for libel, and in 
order to prove the libel he, whose duty it was to prosecute Jones for 
murder, entered tho witness-box, and swore that, under the circum· 
stances as known to him, he did not consider .that Jones bad been. 
guilty of murd0r, and had therefore faithfully performed his duty in 
charging him "·with the minor offence and releasing him on beJI. 
Further, he ce.lled upon the Second Public Prosecutor to testify in a 
similar strain ; and finally, he directly aud deliberately associated with 
himself as witness on his side the man Jones himse!i who was charged 
with the murder. All this ostensibly to prove a paltry libel, which. 
could have been de•lt with quito as effectively; and infinitely more 
properly, after the trial for murder had taken place ; indeed, it is 
incontestable that the verdict in the murder trial should properly have 
been relied upon to a largo extent to determine tho gravity of Mr. 
Dunn's offence. It had appeared to tho British population that the 
chance of an impartial trieJ, with tho jury drawn exclusively from the 
burgher ·class, was sufficiently remote without any proceedings so ill 
considered a.s these. The result fulfilled anticipations. In due course 
the constable Jones was indicted for culpable homicide and acquitted ; 
and the pr?siding judge (Mr. ll:ock, who, ns already described, had 
claimed a JUdgeship 8.'1 a 'son of tho soil'), when discharging the 
prisoner, said, '.With that verdict I concur, and I hope that the police 
under difficult circumstances will always know how to do their duty.' · 

After the preliminary examination of Jones, the Acting British Agenl 
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had written to the Acting High Comno.is$ioner (December ao, 1898): 
1 I will only rcm.rk that the enclosed report , , , seems to show that 
the Public Prosecutor (Krause), who has been deeply offended by tho 
slur cast upon his judgment through tho orders from Pretoria to keep 
the accuseit in prison instead of out on bail, was more inclined to· 
defend than to prosecute, and showed an extraordinary desire to 
incriminate either tho British Vice-Consul or the South African League 
lor what he termed contempt of court in connection with the publication 
of certain affidavits in the Star.' 

That was indeed the position. In this, as in the Cape Boys' case 
(the Lombaard inquiry), the nina of the prosecution appeared to be to 
prove that the British Vice-Consul had investiga.ted and reported cases 
of injustice suffered by British subjects; and the establishment of such 
proof seemed to be considered n. sufficient and triumphant answer to 
the original complaint. Such action drew the following spirited protest 
from Mr. Emrys Evans to the British Agent: 'He (Krause) seems 
generally to suppose that I have no right to do anything in the way of 
assisting British subjects, and that my action as Vice-Consul is nothing 
more nor less than officious meddling.' That well describes the position 
of Greai"Britain's representative ln the Transvaal, and it bas been the 
same for so many yen~·s that o.mong the Uitlanders it creates no feeling 
of surprise; but imagine the represento.tive of-let us say-the United 
States_ being so treated! 

While these matters were proceeding, an opportunity occurred to 
raise fresh funds for the Uitlander Education Council. · The scheme 
had been perilously nen.r collapse on several occasions, but by a little 
generous and timely help actual abandonment bad been averted. The 
possibility of a return of better tinaes bad been foreseen by •ome of 
those interested in education, s.nd the appeals which were made in the 
months of February and March resulted iu raising a. fund of over 
£100,000. The companies were also applied to for assistance in the 
form of annual grants for maintenance; and guarantees were given 
amounting in all to about £16,000 a year. A final effort was made by 
the Government party and the allies of Dr, Mansvelt, the Super· 
intendant of Education, to show that the Government had made ample 
provision for the education of Engllsh-spcn.ldng chilitren, and that the 
Uitlanders' scheme was unnecessary. Even Mr. Reitz, the State 
Secretary, it is to be regretted, undertook a public defence of the 
system, .which he has frequently expressed his disapproval of; but the 
more fl\vourable construction which he. endeavoured to place upon the 
law was inamediately removed hty a plain statement from the President 
to the exact contrat·y effect. . e 

Tho Bitlanders consider that, if the intentions of the Government. 
were as good as they desire tbe1n to bo thought, lirstly, they should 
not object to have tho condition• permanently established and no~ 

10 
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le~ve them liable to alteration at the sweet will 'of tbe ·Superintendent, 
88 they lite to-day; and· seMndly, 'as there has bee!l nothing to hinder 
the carrying out of benevolent intentions:;.;.had they existed...:.thcre is 
:no rell8on why there shoUld be five or six thousand Uitlander ·children 
without any facilities for education in their own 'language· except such 
as are provided by private enterprise or charity; ·And this is so, not
withatuding the expenditure by .the State ·of nclirly a. qua~ter of. a 
million psr annum, ostensihly·upon 'education, nine-tenths'of ')Vhich 
sum is contributed by the Uitlander population. . ' • 
· ·The spirit in which the· State aid is given, ·and tho ·o.im ·which the 
Government ba.ve in view, are entirely reve.Ued in the conditions, a 
brlefreferenco.to which will be sufficient: "· · · ·· · '. 
· The Government 'capitation' grant of £4' per ann11lll mo.y be earned 
on the conditions; · · ' · · · · · · 

(a) That the child be over six years or.g.,. , " _ .' ·. , ; · ', , . , 
(b) That it shall hove a sufficient knowledge of the Dutch lnnguago uud 

Sottth Afdcan ltistory. ·, · ' · · · • '' ' · ·. ' · · · 
.· (e) That it be not the child of Dutoh or Hollander parenw. . '· 
. {ct) That a que.li6ed D.uteh toachor must be retained by tho aehool, · 

. The first co~dition excludes all the children of the kiiiderg~rte~ 
schools, 'and also a class 'WhO form li. c.onsidorab!e percentage .in the 
elementary schools. . The. thira condition excludes all those who. have 
In early years any chance of satisfying .the inspectors i;mder the socond 
condition; Obviously the amoilqt ea.rned by the few wh~ would satisfy 
all the conditions could not possibly pay for .the salary of .e.. Putcb 
teacher. It was an actual experience in severa.l sch.ools . the.t the 
acceptance of State aid. involved a direct lo.ss ; a good exam11I~ of, the 
'somethitigfornothing'-policy •. · ·. . .. , . ,,. 

English is permitted to be the medium of instruction in Gover11l!lent 
sohools on the ~onditions, among other~ ' . ' · , · · - · .· 

' t ' ' ,•' ' ,. : ··-··,' - ·. 

That Dutch be taught for cno hour& day during the first year, two hours a 
day during the seoondyaar1 three hoursade.ydnrinf!'thothiti:l year; ·and that 
in the fourth year Dutch shall become the sole medium of ii!Straetion, ·' : ... . ' 

· The charac~istic tricke'rs and ~~u;g which U:;ark so ~y of the 
Boer-Hollander enactments are again apparent here. Tho propos.U is 
made to appear reasonable, bnli it is clearly impossible for 11 child to 
attain ·within the time named such proficiency In a foreign language as 
to be e.ble to receive aU instruction in it. Tho edect and the design are 
to place English·speaking children at a grave disadvantage compared 
'1\·ith Dutch-speaking children;· either they would have to. devote a 
great deal more time to the study of, Dutch in the first three years so 
as to be able to receive aU instructio.n in that tongue, or they would 
suffer in the higher sto.ndards through their imperfect knowledge of 
f>he medium of inslructlon. U we.S llQt to be supposed that the Uit· 
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landers, alter an experience extending over a i!ecade and a half of all 
sorts of promises, not one of which had been kept in the spirit in which 
it was intended to be construed, would consent to abandon their Fcheme 
at the behest of Dr •. Mansvelt and the misguided lew who judged his 
proposals by nppcnrances.. President Kruger, speaking at Rustonburg 

- as lately as March lnst, laid particulor emphasis upon the stipulation 
in the Law that in tho fourth year Dutch should be tho solo mcdiwn 
of instruction, and explained that his determination wo.s to make Dutch 
the dominant language. , , 

In the month of February, the Trn.nsvanl Government received a 
dispatch from Her Majesty's Government.with reference to the dynll
mite concession. It referred to the announcement already recorded, 
that in the course ol the coming session o! the Rand a proposal would 
be submitted !or the extension of the monopoly for fifteen years. Mr. 
Chamberlain pointed out that Her Majesty's Government were advised 
that the dynlllllite monopoly in its present form constitutes a breach of 
the Convention j he expressed the hope that the Trn.nsvaal Government 
might see its way voluntarily either to cancel the monopoly or to so 
amend it as to make it in the true sense a. State monopoly operating 
for the benefit ol the State; and be suggested that in any case no 
attempt should be made to extend tho present concession, as such a 
proposal would compel Her Majesty's (iovernment to tal<e steps which 
they had hitherto abstained froui taking in the hope and belief that the 
Transvaal Government would itself deal satisfactorily with the matter. 
It was with this despatch, so to say, in his pocket that the Presiden~ 
introduced and endeavoured to force through the Raad the proposal to 
grant a fifteen years' extension of the monopoly. 

That representations l:!ad been made by the British Government on 
the subject ol ohe dynamite monopoly, had been known for some time 
before the Peace Negotiations (o.s they have been called) between the 
Government a.nd the Capitalists were proposed. On February 27 1 

·.. ' It iB elated that President Kruger, over since the signing of the London 
Convention on ~Iajuba Day-February 27, 1884-has believed in certain luoky 
days, and has a kind of superstitious regard for anniversaries. lf that be so, 
the incidenoo of ev,nts has given· him eomething to ponder over during the 
last three years. Tltreo not&ble schemes conceived by himself and carefully 
designed to strengthen his position have by a curious coincidence matured 
upon dates of cerU.in interest in Transv .. J history. All three have failed 
d1sastrouslf. The first anniversary of the Reformers' scntonce day was the 
occasion o the Reformers giving evidence before the Industrial Commission, 

-which· so strongly justified their case.· The Peace Negotiations with the 
· Capit&liots were opened by Mr. Lippert upon tho anniversary of Majuba. The 

Bloemfontein Conference was opened upon tho Reformers' ctnancip•tion d•y, 
· tho expiry of tlie three years' silence. That his Honour really atU.chcs im· 

portanco to these thin"" was shown when ovor two hundred minist<rs repro· 
scnting the Dutoh Reformed Church in the Trnnsvaal met in Pretoria to urgo 
upon him.the enppresaion of the Illicit Liquor trade. In all innocence they 
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Mr. Edoulltd Lippert, the orlginll.l dynamite ~concession naira, who it 
was known would receive the further sum of £150,000 if tbe monopoly 
remained uncancolled for five years, opened negotiations on behalf of 
the Government with certain representatives of the capitalist groups 
on the Rand ; o.nd it was immediately seen that the main-one might 
almost say sole-object of..the negotiations was to safegu~~rd the dymi· 
mite monopoly. The Government bad, in fnct, been placed in a very 
awkward position. One of the excuses for not expropriating the mono 
poly had been that the State had not been successful in raising a loan. 
In order to deal with this objection the Chamber of Mines hnd, in ·the 
month of February, 1899, m•de an offer, guaranteed by all the principal 
firms on the Rand, to provide the sum of £600,000 to compensate the 
.monopolists for their actual expenditure ·Up to dAte upon buildings, 
plo.nt, machinery, etc., so that there should be no eeinblance of injustice 
in the treatment meted out to them. The conditions of the offer were 
that tho dynamite monopoly should be' cancelled and importation of 
explosives permitted under an import duty which would give the State 
a very large revenue at once, and which, in the course of a few years, 
would provide a sinking fund sufficient to extinguish the loan of 
£600,000. The offer was so favourable to the State that it placed ihe 
Government in a quo.ndary.l The attitude of the Volksraad, too, wi>.s 
distinctly hostile to the dynamite monopoly ; and on top of all came 
the representations of the Imperial Government upon the subject. It 
became necesee.ry to do something to save the threatened 'corner· 
stone'·; hence the Peace negotiations between the Government and 
the capitalists, 
· This was another and one of the olcarest examples of the 'something 

for nothing' policy, for it will be observed that of all the things 
mentioned dynamite alone was the matter to be definitely settled-and 
that to the satisfaction of Mr. Kruger. Long years of experience had 
taught the {/itlo.nders to examine any proposals coming fro1n the· 
Government with the ntmost care ; and the ,representatives of tho 
mining industry were soon of one mind in regarding those negotiations 
e.s nothing but a trap. 

Ofthe five men who represented the Government-viz.', the President 
. . ' I 

had chosen May 24 on which to present their address. Their astoni•hment 
was great when Mr. Kruger, passing lightly by tho liquor quoation gave tho 
aasembled pastors a. thorough wigging for finding fault with his administr&
tion at all, but chiefly for their unp•triotio ccndnct in selectin• the Queen's 
Birthday of all days on which to expose inte111al differences in tl1eir country. 

1 In addressing a meeting of burghers in Heidel bura three months later the 
President showed to what lengths he was prepared"to go in defending the 
monopoly when, in reply to a question, he denied that any such offer had 
been received 'by tl .. :f!:ucutwe.' ':f.'h• explanation, \vhich he did not give is 
tbet the G,.,.,.,mem, '·'·· the President and State Secretary, had received it 
-and withheld it from the Exeoutive I · 
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the State Seoreto.ry (Mr. Reitz), the State Attorney (Mr. Smuts), the 
Foreign. Plenipotentiary (Dr. Leyda), and the 'disinterested inter· 
mcdiary,' Mr. Lippert-it was easy enough to account for three. The 
President had frequently pledged himself to maintain the monopoly, 
and always referred to it as the corner-stone of the independence. 
Dr. Leyds had chosen to associate himself with the defence of the 
conccssionnaires upon all occasions, and had even gone so fill', as evidence 
given at the Industrial Commission showed, as to misrepresent the 
facts in their defence. The difficulty was how to explain the assooia· 
tion of the State Attorney and State Secretary, in whose good intentions 
and integrity there was a general belief. The solution was to be found 
in the illusory promises of reform under the beading of franchise nnd 
reorganization of the. finances and other matters. These proposals, 
jl was believed by Mr •. Kruger ~nd his po.rty, would secure the support 
of the two above-named officials, a.a well as entice the capitalists into 
the trap set for thera But there were other poinla of advantage for 
Mr. Kruger. The whole scheme J.Va• in accordance with the Wivid<: ct 
impera policy. The first impression, if the scheme were accepted, 

·would be that the capitalists had secured something for themselves by 
oartering ·away the rights of the public ; so there would have been a 
division in Johannesburg. ·Another effect to be brought about by the 
proposed action regarding the Indians would have been to divide the 
Uitlanders from the Imperial Government, and the net result of it all 
would have been that neither the public nor the capitalists would have 
got anything but illusory.promises, and 1Ir. Kruger would have secured 
his dynamite ; for had he been able to extract from the Industry an 
expression of approval or acquiescence, it would have given him his 
majority in the Volksraad in favour of the monopoly; 

,The following ls the correspondence which passed: · 

'.JOIIANNESBURG, S.A.R.,· 
. . 21lh March, 1889. 

To the Honuurabl• the Stau Semury, 
Preturia, · 

l!OSOUI\ABLF. Srr., < 

. ·Bufvre commnuicating to you and the representatives of the Govern· 
mcnt whom we met the o;xpression of our opinion, a.nd tha.t of our .London 
frieuds, ou the proposals submitted to llll by Mr. Lippert on behalf of the 
Gov"·ument of the S.A.R., we deem it advisable to re<:ito shortly how we huve 
arri\'cd a.t the present position . 
. On the 27th of Fobru•ry b[r. E. Lippert called to~ether Messrs.A. Brakbun, 

E. Birkcnruth
11 

and G. Rouliot, to whom he submitted a certain progru.name 
conccming the settlement of some pending questions forming the suLject of 
gr11ve dill'ereuccs betv.·een tho Government of the S.A.R., on the one part, and 
the whole Uitlander )l"Pulntion and the mining indus~ry on tho other po~t, 
·with a. view to a.scertam whether these gentlemen were willmg to open ucgoha.~ 
nons., the basis suggested, in order to try to come to a settiement. Upon 
the affirmative answer of these gentlemen, Mr. Lippert obtained an equal 
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expression of approval from Dr. Leyds, the State Secretary, the State 
A ttomcy, and also of President Kruger. The preliminary programme, at 
Mr. Lippert's rcquoot, W&S then communicated. by cable to our London 
friends. Upon receipt of a reply to the elfeet that our London friends were 
in favour of any anongcment which would produce hannony and secure 
administrntiw and financial Teform, which was communicated to Mr. E. Lip· 
pert, a meeting was arranged with Dr. Loyds, Meosrs. Reitz, Smuts, and 
Lippert, &S representing the Government, on the 9th of Alaroh ; but as 
h!eosrs. Brakhnn, Birkonruth, and Rouliot had repeatedly mentioned tl1at 
they did not consider themselves qualillcd to discuss matters on behalf of the 
general body of Uitlandere, and seeing that the programme to be submitted 
was to be considered .. a whole, and either adopted or rejected .. such, there· 
fore it would be necessary to obmin the vielYs on the franchise question of 
prominent citizens more able to express the wishes of Uitlanders on this sub. 
Ject, Mr. Lippert, on behalf of the Government, invited in addition Messrs. 
Pierce and Pistorious to be present at the meeting. 

At this meetin(laeveral points were discuosed, but as no definite :eroposal 
regarding franchlSc could be submitted, no decision W&S arrived at, 1t being 
maac clear, however, that this \Yas only a prclhninary conversation with tho 
object of oxchanging views, and that in any case the opinion of tho Uitlander 
population, and also that of our friends in Europe, would have to be fully 
ascertained. 

On the 12th instant, at the roquiJ8t of Mr. Lippert, liessrs, Brakhan, 
Birkonruth, Rouliot, Pierce, Pistorious, and Fitzpatnck met, and Air. Lippert 
communicated to us the dcfinito proposals of the S.A.R. Government, which 
were duly cabled tbe same day to ow· friends, requestinl? a reply before tho 
end of the week, &S the Goverument would hnve to submt the whole matter 
to the Raad, and we were rc~uested to sign an agreement with tbo Govern
ment, and a declaration bindmg on ourselve$ and our LOndon friends. 

Their answer, suggesting a further conference with Dr. Loyds in Landon, 
was duly communicated to his Honour the State President, His Honour's 
reply, stating that the oxcbange of vielYs had better take place here, w&S 
communicated to our European friends. . 

Now, they have cabled us a full prld. of tho prooocdings and resolutions 
passed at the meeting held in London on tbe 16th instant, and tho following 
is, therefore, the expression of our opinion, &S well as that of our European 
friends, upon the subjects which have already been discussed between the 
representatives of the S.A.R. Government and ourselves. , , . 

It having been stipulated by the. Government that the various matters 
herein dealt with ohall be taken as parts of one whole plan, we have bowed to 
that decision, and we beg now to reply under the various heads on the under• 
standing that no one portion tnsy be judged &S apart from the whole, · 

BEIVAARPLAATSEN, 

In furthemnce of the general settlement, those of us directly concerned in 
the mining industry would be prepared to recommend a modification of tho 
claims of the surface holder and a ijnsl settlement of tho question on tho lines 
suggested &S preferable to the continued uncertainty, on the understsndin• 
that t!.'' basis ~or valuation shoul~ be arrived at by fixing, after cousultatio1~ 
a maxunum pnee upon tho best;s!tuat.:d bewaarplnatsen, or water-right, and 
that tl1e pnce of all othor mmmg r1ghts under bcwaarplaatsen, maohiDQ. 
stands or water.rights 'be valued by com potent engineers on the bu.sis and in 
~lotion to the above maximum value1 l:ilking into consideration the compar&· 
t1yo value of the outcrop clohns ana the diminishing value. in depth ; tho 
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surface holder hoving the preferont right to acquiro the undermining right 
at the prices thus arrived at, · . · · · 

!'ll!ANCIER ANn AUDITOR. 

The appointment of a suitable man with efficient control and a.eeured status 
woul~ undoubtedly meet one of the m011t serioua of the (lrievanCC!I, and would 
be umvoreallr accepted as eatisfactory.- The financier, m orde•· to enjoy the 
confidence o all concerned, and with a view to avoid as far as possible 
ulterior discuesion of his recommcudatioua, should bo approvod by some 
pereon belonging to a firm of well·known independent standing, such as Lord 
Rothschild, for instance. The finanoior to be a member of the Executive 
Council, and to formulate and approve every scheme of taxation shonld further 
or other taxation become nMesssry. · · · 

L()AN, 

Any loan offered at rcason&ble rates and approved by tho Finance Minister 
for tho common good would undoubtedly receive our support; wo understand· 
ing,. on the other baud, that no now taxation will b0 imposed on the general 
population or the mining industry pending the appointment of tho financier. 

PRESS AGITATIOll, 

' There having been, ns far as we know,· nO organized press agitation, "it ia 
impossible for us to den! with this matter; but it i> clear that tho criticism 
which hos been provoked by a certain condition of affairs here would necc.
sarlly cease upon the causes of complaint being removed, and we would be 
prepared, in coso of our coming to a settlement with the Government, to 
declare thot the solution of the questions arrived at meets llith our app;oval 
as a whole, so &S to discouroge further agitation iu newspapere on these 
subjects .. 

POLITICAL ORGANIZA.'tiOl'lS,, 

· We shall at all times be wiUin~ to publicly di>courage and repudiate any 
political organization having for Its object the stirrlnif up of strife or pro· 
moting dissension between the differt>nt nation.lities mhabitin~ this State, 
and we would, and will, in any caso do this freely and upon pnnciplo, and 
entirely apart from other considerations connected with this Conference, but 
it should be clearly 'understood that this declaration must not bo construed 
.. repudiating or deprecating any legitimate representations which tho com
munity or an,r sec~10n of thc;n may see fit to make in matters which con-
cern them as mhab1tonts of this Stote. ~ 

COOLIE QUESTION, 

We well appreciate tho dnn~ers of uncontrolled, indiscriminate immigration 
of tho lo~rer clllSB Indians, Chmese, and other coloured races, and the neces· 
sity for provision for snnitary control, and shall be most willing to aid the 
Government in the above objects ; but we consider it impossiblo for us to 
interveno in this matter, which is governed by the London Convention with 
the British Government. We suggest that for tho purpose of guarding ogainst 
the dangers above. referred to this ll1atter be explained to the Imperial Go,crn
mcnt as part of tho whole scheme for tho settlement of differences, and claim, 
therefore, an especially favourable consideration, for, in tho success of this 
scheme, all who desire peace and prosperity in this country must be deeply 



272 THE TRANSVAAL FROM WITHIN 

concerned and willing to co-operate on generous lines. W o suggest that this 
representation be made in such manner as may be deemed less calculated to 
1rrovokc unfavourable comment, or offend susceptibilities in any quarter, and 
that the suggestion be viewed by all parties in its tn1~ proportions 88 one 
part of the whole scheme of settlement. Unles.s so VJe\ved we should bo 
Unable to put onrselws forward in a. matter at issue between tho two Govern~ 
menta, nor, of course, could the proposala of the Government be taken to 
suggest this. 

DYNA:IIITE. 

With the l'rinciple of granting a monopoly to individuals, agencies, or 
corporations, 1t is 1mpossiblC for us to agree, and whatever arrangement be 
effected, we should have to mnke it clear that in this instance we are viewing 
tho question solely as a burden-& tax which the mines nrc nsked to definitt.Jly 
Mcept in order that an amelioration of tho general conditions offecting the 
whole Uitlander population may be secnred. 

The difference between the cost at which dynamite could be imported 
(exclusive of TransvAAl duty) and the prieo we are now compelled to pay 
amounts to over £600,000 per annum on the present rate of consumption. a. 
.sum whieh will incre[l.Se ste.'l.dily and largely in t)Je immrdiate future. 

'Vltethcr the mining industry should vohmta1ily a.cc11pt such a.n immense 
burden as a set-off ag:1inst tcJ1tlS which~ whi1st they would doubtless evontually 
favourably affect the industry, are in their immediate effects designed to 
satisfy the Uitlander populotion in their personal rights as distinct from the 
mining industry as a husinoss, is a mnttcr which would in the first place have 
to be submitted to the recognised elected representatives of the mining 
industr)\ and wonld, in the second place, depend upon ·whether the people in 
whose mtcrcst such sacrifice is required would accept the terms .which the 
Government would be willing to concede iJ.s satisfying their reasonahle aspirn· 
tions. · 

It is also a. matter of grave and general concern tllll.t a. sum so enormous, 
·when compared 11ith the !~Venne requirements of the Sroto, should be taken 
annually from the mines with little, if any, benefit to the eountry, when it 
might be utilized in part or entirely in supplementing the State revenue, &nd 
thus afford relief in other directions to every taxpa,ver in tho country .. 

Notwithstanding the above considerntions, however, we feel that a great 
monetary sacrifice rui~ht be made to secure a pcal!eful and permanent solution 
of vexed questions, tlnd that the subject of dynamite should be eubrnittod to 
the Chamber of Mines, and discussed in that spirit.. 
· Whilst we are willing, in order to bring about a general settlement of all 
pendina questions, to recommend such a. heavy saerifice to bo made, and 
adopt the proposal made by the Government, it would be • condition that 
there shall not be any extension of the concession, and that the terms of the 
contract shall be rigidly enforced ; that the Dynamite Company shall reduce 
the price of dynamite to 70s. per case, b~ving to the Government the 5s. per 
case and the share of the protits to which it is entitled ; and that at the end 
of the prosent agency the factory shall be taken over at a vnlun.tion which 
shall not include compensation for goodwill or for loss of future business. 

FBANCIIISE, 

This is the vital point upon which a permanent and peaeeful settlement 
must hinge, a.nd if a satisfactory solution can be arrived at on this point aa 
well u on the othm raised, we shall be prepared to recommend to 'the 
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Industry to make the SIWI'ilices involved in ace<ptiug the Goverumont pro· 
t>osals. · 

We note that-

(a) the proposala do not include a suhsteutial recognition of pn.'lt rcsi· 
donee; 

(b) that tho peried is seven years ; 
(c) that it is proposed that those who acquire citizenship under tho law, 

if changed M proposed, shall not hnve the vote for the oflice of 
President, and thu.t the oath of allegiance would be required seven 
years before the acquisition of limited burgher rights; 

(~)that the proposed new law would have to bo published for a year 
. and receive the assent of tll'o·thirds of tho onfranchise<l burghc1~ of 

·the Republic, · 

Whilst deelering ourselves willing to accept and recornmen.d the aceeptence 
of any fair scheme on constitutional reforms, we consider that such e. scheme 
must fir.:Jt be la.id before, and approved by, the unenfranchised community, as 
the rightll, liberties, and privileges of the community would depend absolutely 
on the nature of the reform. 

· We have l'el,eatcd ou many occasions that business houses n.re not qualified 
to discuss this question on behalf of the general body of Uitlanders, and that 
we would not presume that we w~re appointed by the whole community to 
discuss it on their behalf. It will, therefore, bo necesSAry to find mcuns to 
·bri11g the whole question before tho.so directly alfectcd, who are the only ones 
entitled to finally di!<!po<~e of the m1.1tter, their acquiescence to the scheme 
ha,•ing to be first obtained before wo recommend the sucrillccs which we con· 
.~nupla.te in order to insure a general permanent and peaceful s.ottlcmcnt. 

For your guidance we enclose an ex pression of opinion which has been fur~ 
ni~hed to us Ly some of the most prominent Uithm~ers, and places before you 
the views of a very large and influential section of·.,.he community . 
. The above subjectll111-. only those which h.ve been discussed between the 
Government represent.u.tives o.nd our.sclves, but, in order to arrive a.t a final 

.perma.neni settlement, we think tln1t we O\II!,:ht to ,,mdeavour to remove all 
~other causes of disagreement, and trca.t a.s woll several other important ques· 
tions loft untouched; and we would beg that the Gol"ernrneut will take tho 
necessary steps, a.s f11r as lies in their power1 to o.ssi.st tho Industry by bringing 
native labom·cr~ to the goldfields, and to this end will be willing to confer 
with the Chamber of Mines aa to the best means to be adopted ; that the law 
relatin~ to the sale of intoxicating liquor at present in force shall be main~ 
tained and strictly enforced. We may further stele that we haYe e\"Cl'Y con
fidence in the probity and honour of tho Judges of tho S.A.R., and wish to 
placo on recora our desiro that tho independenoo of the Jlcnch should he 
assttred ~:~ond maintained in vi~.~ late in the highest interests of all the inhabitants 
of the Republic. . _ 

We enclose copy of the cable which we sent, embodying the[roposals of 
the Government of the S.A. R. as communicated to us by Mr. ippert, and 
copy of the prlcis and resolution passed at the meeting held in London, when 
the above ceble was considered. 

This letter conveys to you our opinion as wellllS that of our friends in 
Europe,- Snd we should be most happy to arrange a meeting with you ami n.ny 
other representatives of the Gofermuent to consider and discuss the points 
contained therein~ 

. We beg to assure you -once more that we, a.s well a.s our European friends, 
. are most ai.ueerely desirous to arriva at a sa.tisfllCtory settlement> securing a 
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peaceful future and promotin• the welfare of the country and the people, and 
trust that you will regard th~ expression of our opinion in that light, 
.. w·o remain, honoura.ble Sir, . · 

Youre obediently, 
' G. RoULIOT.· 

H. F. E. PISTORIUS. 
E. BIRKENRUTI!, 

. JonN ll. PJBROE, 
A. BltAKHA.'I, 

The foregoing embodies our views as well as that of our London housos. 
. ' · '~igncd) . ). IJ. HAMILTON, 

,· .. ,. , W. DALRYMPLE, 

Tho following memorandum-the one referred to in the above letter 
-WBB prepared by well-known. Uitlnndere whom the. Government, 
owing to the refusal of the. capitalists. to deal with the franchise, had 
been obliged to select in order to get some pronouncement upon that 
question. · The little ironies of lifo have. two properties-the humour 
for the winner, and the hurt for the worsted.' The Uitlanders bad for 
three years enjoyed a singularly monotonous experience in ironies, 'but 
a turning came in the long .lane when it became necessary for the 
President to suspend the operation of his three years' ban on two of 
tl1e Reformers in order to get their advice upon the franchise question. 

J OliANNESDURG, s. A. R.' 

0ENTL£ttlEN,. I 

· 24th )/arch, 1899, 

. ·· . In response to tho invitation from tho Government of the South African 
Republic conveyed to us by Mr. E. Lippert, we beg to submit the enclosed 
momorandum upon the franchise question; · · 

· · Yours faithfully, .,· 
J. PERCY FrrzPATRIOK. 
'H.·O. HULL. 

'To Jle.mr. G. lwuliol, · 
E. BirlanruOI., 
A. Bralclw.n, 
J. )f. l'Uru, 
ll. F. E. Pistori11.1, 

Johannulntrg, 

W. DALRYMPLE. 
w. A. MAR1'IN. 
Taos. MAOKENZJK. 
R. STORE. 
J. G. HAMILTON. 
T. J. BRITTEN,. 
H. R. SKINNER. 

MEMORANDUM RE FRANCHISE. 

Aftor such investigation as the re.•tdctions imposed have permittod we are 
o~ opinion that it would be quit~ u~clcss to approach th: Uitlander population 
WJtb tho Government proposalm 1ts present form, clucfiy for tho following 
re~ons: ._ 

!. No conside~otion is gi,·en to the torm of residence already completed. 
2, Tho alteratton of the franchise law according to lately prescriLed pro. 
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,cedure, whereby two-thirds of the burghers must signify approval, is 
a praetiC&J impossibility-wlln0$9 the fact that at the IllS\ Presidential 
election, surpassing in excitement and interest all othor occasions of 
general voting, with the three recognised !Cllders in the field, and 
every agenoy at work w stimul~te activity, leBS than two-thirds of the 

' burghers on tho regist<r recorded their votes. 
S, The present form of oath would be regarded a.s humiliating and unneces· 

sary, in support of which vlew we instance that quite recently the 
Volksraad of the Orange Free State rejected ur,on the same grounda 
the proposed introduction of the same oath of al cW,ance. · · 

4, The poriod of disqualifio.a.tion, during which the U1tlandor would have 
. · given up his own citi7.enehip by Mtnralizing and have acquired 

nothing in return, would be found must objectionnble-espccinlly 
with the experience that rights hava in the past been legislated BIV&J 

.. a.s they IVere on the point of mat.llling. , . . . . 
5, In view of the. unique e<mditions of the country, extension of the 

· franchise without some approach to eqUitable rediStribution of repro; 
. ·sentativcs would be regarded as no soluti011 of the question, and 

. · . might even provoke doubts a.s w the bond :fo1iM of the proposal, whioh 
.,.. .would be a deplorable beginning, yet one easily to be avo1dcd. . · · 

Regard being had to the points raised in paragraphs I, 2, S, 4, we consider 
that a.s restrictive franchise legislation, apparently designed w excluda for 
over the great bulk of the Uitlander population, dotes its be&~nning from the· 
Session of 1890, and a.s the various enactments bearin!! upon this question 
have been pwed b,Ysuccessive Volksraads exercising thm power to alter, odd 
to, or revoke, preVIous enactments, and a.s the same powerS are to the full 
enjoyed by the present Volksraad, it would be both possible and proper for 
the present Volksr.,.d to annul all the legislation upon this subject from that 
date, and to restore and confirm the status prior to 1890, and thus satisfy the 
indisputable claima. of those who sottl.cd in, this oountry under certain con· 
ditiollll from tho benefits of which they could not properly be excluded. ' • 

With regard to paragraph 6, a moderate proposal designed w give a more 
equitable distribution of representatives in the Volksread would be necessary. 

The above suggestions are not put forward aa the irreducible minimum, nor 
are they designed for public Ulle, nor intended a.s a proposal acceptable to the 
eye but imposaiblo in fact, and thus sure of rejection. They are put forward 
in good faith aa indicating in our opinion the lines upon which it would be 
possiblo to work towarda a settlement with a reasonable prospect of succees. 

If the difficultiea appoar great, the more ranson there lB not to put forward 
an uMlterable proposal foredoomed to failure, but rather w tr;y and find 
pointe of &h'l'eement which, however few and small to begin with, would 
surely make for· eventual and complete settlomont. In ony ca.se, it is clear 
that the mere fact of a proposal w extend tho franchise hnvinl? been mode by 
the Government, thus frankly recognising the need to deal w1th the subject, 
will be boiled aa a good omen and • good beginning by all fair-minded. man. 

The determination of the negotiators to have the position clee.rly 
stated in writing, and their fee.r that the use of intermediaries would 
end in the usual unbl\ppy and Ullpleasa.nt result-namely, repudiation 
of the intermediary in part or entirely-were not long wanting justifica· 
tion. .The following is a translation of Mr. F. W. Reitz's reply: 
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PRETORL~, 81/I.Apil',.'!899,; 

Afusrs. G. ll<ndicl, H. F. E. P!Jtcrim;A. Brakhan, E. Birktinritlh, and· 
· John Jf. Pierco, Jolumneslntrg. ' · 

DuaS•• , 
' I hove the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter daWI 

27th Mnrch last, referring to certain proposals to the Government from 
reprcsenmtivcs of the mining industry. ·· . · 

, In order to understand the natural position, it is necessary to state tl1e fact. 
more extonsivcly than given in your letter. · · · · 

, It is wrong to say, as yon do in the first paragrsph of your communication, 
that Mr. Lippert came to Y"'' witl1 certain proposals from the Government. · 

It appears also from the second paragraph of the same that Mr. Lippert 
came to you au.o motu, with the objecti as he infonned me afterwards, to see 
'if it w .. not possible to obtain a better undcrsronding between the Govern· 
mcnt on the one side and the mining industry on the other.' He acted in no 
wise a.s the agent of the Government, or in the name of the Government, to 
make any proposals to you, but only as a friendly mediator to. see how far 
unnecessary dilfcrcnccs and rnisundcJ·sta.ndings could be removed. · 

When ~!r. LippertMmo to Dr. Leyds. and myself, and informed. us that you 
a.nd other· gentlemen were agrwable W his mediation, we at once agreed with 
his plan, being aware that there was a wann desire and continued struggle on 
the pert of this Government to remove ont of the way all friction and trouble, 
and that in this caso especially it was our object to lenvo no stone untumed 
to get all differences settled. \Ve were the more anxious to meet you because 
his Honour the Stato President had decided to lay before tho Volksrnad 
certain propo,.Jsof law, which are of grcnt importance not only for the people 
of the Republic, but especially for the mining popnl•tiou and industry. Wo 
gave Mr. Lippert to uudcratand that should the leaders of the mining industry 
have no objection to his mediation, we would not be unwilling to make use of 
lliR ~ood services in this matter. 

Mr. Lippert then went to Johannesburg, and returned to us with the 
as.ourance tha.t there was no objection to his acting as mediator, and gave us 
soJ'Jle of the aubjec~' on which it appeared to him.that it was ~ossible to arri•e 
at a friendly understanding. , . , . · 

In consequence of this. aud acting on our own initiative, and not a.s reprc-. 
sentatives of the Govcrnmcnt1 Dr. Lc-rd:!, ?IIr. Smuts, ond myself, met some, 
of your lending men, llS set forth in yoUr letter. . .. 

At this mcetin~ we infonned you of the intention of the President to altor 
certain laws for the general good. Only with rcfcrenr..e to tho franchise we 
gave you no defini~ proposal, the matter boiug then still under consideration. 
l•'rom your side we requested only a more friendly attitude from the preas, liS· 
we were convinced thut the excessive press campaign ctm'icd on by the news· 
yapcrs, which are gencrnlly considered to be owned by you, or inllucnced by 
you, however much they may forwnrd certain interests, still~ in the end, did 
infiJJito harm to the existiug: interests of all se~tions of the population. 
Through tile continual and incessant agitation and creation of ·suspicion on 
the part of the papers, the public mind was constantly in a. state of insecurity 
and the fanning of tlte race hatred made it impossible for the Government a,; 
well as the Legislatnn"J to improve the relations between the so-called Uit-
landers and the old population. · 

We requested your friendly assistance also in the so.ttlomcnt of the coolie 
qu~tion, not because we wanted to cause friction between you and other 
foi'E:'lg'll Government"!, but only becanse the policy which refers to the native 
and colonrerl questions is of the utmost imp(wtn.nce to Sonth Afrirn. · 
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l!r. Lippert had in his programme the granting of a promise on your side 
that you would support the Government in the ('lbtainin!! of a lonn which the 
Go~-.;rnment mo:y: deem necessary, and that you should bind yournolves in 
wntmg to abstam from all political organilations inimical to the Govorn· 
ment. 

These ma.ttera we did not discuss, as we considered them unneces.cmry nnd 
inn.dvisuble. From your side you deemed it necesMry1 before answering nfl1 
first to r~oei'll'e the instructions of your foreign principals. Before you could 
give us the rc.ult the President explained his mtcntions at H•idolberg, and 
afterwards at Rustenburg and Johannesburg. . . 

Your lntter, now under consideration, contains prncticall,ra definite o.nswcr 
to our c.ommunication to you. I shall now consider the pomtsof your answer 
.separately. · .. . . 

BEWAARPLA.ATSE:f. 

Witlrrcfcronce to this matter, we think that the undermining ri~hts under 
bewaarplnatsen, machine sto.nds, and water-rights should be v&lued on a 
rell!lonable ba.•is, independently by the Government, and by the owner of the 
surface tights (should there boa difference which cannot be settled nmieably, 
then the value .,..n be fixed by nrbitration), and th•t the surface owner shall 
ha.'"e the preferent right to purehasf! the a.!Tectecl nnder·mining right at !"'UCh 
B. valu~t.tion. From your oommll1Jication I understand that you suggest a. 
special method of valuation. This is a detail which can be settled when the 
valuation is aetun.lly' commenced, and which experts tu6 better able to judge 
o.ver than l am, Therefore I shall soy no more on this subject. . 

FINANCIER AND AUDITOR. 

On this subject our opinion was that the auditor should be independent of 
the Government, and· alone responsible to the Volksraad to appoint ll!l financier 
& man of standing~ with a scat in the Executive Council, to advise on all 
ma.tters affecting finances. · 

I am glad to see thnt yon oro with UR, nnd that it· gives you grost satis· 
faction.· I mos~ e:xpresa my surprise, howev.sr, over yonr proposal that 
previoll!l to tho appointment this Government mu•t first get the a.Pproval of 
Lord Rothschild or any otber capitulbt .. I cnn only answer that 1t is in no 
wiso the intention of the Government to frame the future financia!poli•'Y of 
this State on a capitalistic basi~, and thus your request Mnnot bo ngrecd to. 
It is •quito possible to make such an appointment which will corry general 
approval 1~ithout being .•nbjeotcd to such a mutual condition, " 

tOAN1 PRESS. AOITATIO:s'1 POLITICAL OROANlZATIO:Y. 

With reference to these mnttors, I hnve already made it plain to you that 
in following tho proposals of Mr. Lippert by cabling to ~our princi~als, you 
aoted under a misunderstanding. We re<jucsted no bind1ng declaration from 
yon, only a moral understandiu~, which would be easy for you to maintain, if 

·it was in the intorcsts of tho Uttlandern as well as the burghers of the Re· 
public. I regret that the mistake has •risen, otherwise I cannot see ~hat any 
objection can come from your side to approvs of the plans of the Prestdent. 

'DYNAMlTK. 

On this question there is a small dilfcronce between the pr~poscd policy of 
the .President and your an3wer. 

I only wish to add that his Honour goes further than you do, llS h• has 
declared his rc!l.diness to expropriate the D.r,namite Company, ~n~cr agree
ment with its representatives, M soon as posstble. If the expropn!\.tlon takes 



278 TIIE TRANSY AAL FROM WITHIN 

]>Indo after tlio expiration of tho prcs;nt concession, then it 1vill naturall(nob 
be on the basis of a going concern. 

PRA.NOBISE. 

On this subject I can well understand that you do not \vish to tat'J, upon 
your shoulders the rcsponsibilit~ of speaking and acting for the whole'. of the 
new population. It was more your personal opinions as men of position !hat' 
we wished to l..-now. Then o.gain, according to· yonr assurance at the 'afore. 
mentioned meeting; you do not •tako any personal interest in the franchise 
quc;tion, and that you would rather leave the question to the public; your 
answer is therefore perfectly fair. His Honour ]las therefore already acted in 
accordance with your idea, for be has brought tho question of tho franchise 
very promin•ntly before the public, not only at. Heidelberg and Rustenbnrg, 
but also at Johannesburg. , · · · · 

In conclusion, I wish to refer to ·one matter which hos caused me much 
pain. It was clearly and distinctly agreed and understood by you all, as well 
as by us, that both sides would trent this mntter as confirlcntialatld secret, as 
discussions of such important matters cannot be carried on with any reSltlts 
on the tops of houses. What bas happened I On the 28th of March I 
received your letter, and on the 3rd of April, whilst I WM yet giving it 
eamcst consideration, and had taken all tho measures to keep it secret, the · 
contents of tl1o .. mo appeared in the London Times, while some days later 
your answer appeared in full in tho Cope Tim-., tho Dia1M11d Field• .AdVIJ1'· 
tis,., and other papers under the influence ·or the capitalists. Tho manner in 
which these papers favourable to you, or controlled by you, have dealt with 
me in this matter has caused mo (I admit it with regret) to doubt for one 
moment your good faith. Thinking; however; of the great interest a.s it wero 
in tho balnnec, and believing, moreover, that you never for private or party 
purposes intended to play with the true and lasting interosts of all.seetions of 
tho community, I cannot l1elp thinking that the reply has been publi•hed 
through one of your subordinates, and regret that the publication has not 
been immediatoly repudiated by you publicly as a grave breach of faith, I 
would regret it, while there exists so few points of difference betwson us, th•t 
these things should bar tho v.·ay through careleso and wrong tactics to a 
permanent understanding, and trust that the hand extended to tho Industry 
in absolute good faith will not be slighted purposely and wilfully. Owing to 
the publication of your reply, there exists no further r ... on for secrecy, and 
I shall hand my reply to the press. · 

Yom obedient servant, ' 
F. w. REITZ, 

Slltte Su:rdfllf'J. 

The repudiation of Mr. Lippert's" official" character; the contention 
that the State Secretary, State Attorney, t111d Dr. Leyda could divest 
themselves of all responsibility in negotiations such as these, 1111d ela.i.rn 
to have been acting in their private capacity only; and the extraordinlll'J 
anxiety to keep secret matters which deeply aiTected the public, and to 
the settlement of which the Gove=ent designed th~t the publio 
should be committed, compelled the negotiators to produce evidence 
that the statements and conclusions of the Government were not 
warranted by the facts. The following letter, which was formally 
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licknowlodgod but never answered, practically concluded the negotiB· 
tions: 

JOB:ANNESBURO, S.A.R., Aprill4, 1899, 
To th.e H(l'{IQUrable th.e Stat< Surdary, Praori4. 

RON01TRABLE SIR,- . 
We have the honour to acknowledge tho receipt of your communication 

of. tho 8th April, 1809. . . . . . . . 
CertAin of our statemcnt.'l being doubted and desclibcd as erroneous in your 

lcttor, we deem it advisable to go more fully into tho facts which have pre· 
ceded and led to this correspondence, -

It may be that communications oxchnnged through an intermediary have 
been transmitted in a manner liable to convey a different impression from 
what was actually meont, and in order to clear any possible misunderstanding, 
we beg to enclose copies of all documents supplied to us by Mr. Lippert, whom 
we at nil times considered aa your authorized agent. . 
. From these it will be apparent th~t during the1 negotiations we acted in 

perfect good faith, commumcating and discussing what wo justly considered 
were the wishes and proposals of tho Government, and it will also bo clear to 
you that every one of our statement.'l is based on documents which we had 
every reason to believe were •rprovcd of by tho Government. 

On February 27th Air •. L1pport called together 1lcssrs. E. Birkenruth, 
A. Brakhan, and G. Rouliot, to whom .he stAted that a settlement of certain 
P"nding questions could probably be arrived at. Ho said that he bad ascer· 
tained tho viows of Dr. Leyds, MessrS. Reitz and. Smuts, who had agreed to a 
certain programme, and he wanted to know whether we would be willing to 
o!"'D negotiations on that basis, in which case the. three officials mentioned 
would see the State President and ascertain whether he would bo prepared to 
adopt their views. . 

If the StAte President's approval could be obtained, Mr. Lippert sug~cst<d 
that a conference should bo held to discuss the subjects mentioned lD his 
memorandum. . . 

1'hio memorandum (Annexure 'A'), M explained to us by Mr. LiJ•pert, 
enumerates under Clauses 1 to 5 inclusil'o the points which the Government 
expected ua to concede, and the other c!attses are what the Government pro· 
posed doing in return.. . . · . 
. We were then informed that the programme must be considered as a whole, 
and either adopted or rcjcct<rl as such, no question being considered separately, 
and that the matter must be kept absolutely secret. · . 

Upon our stAtement that wo personally would be willing to open negotiations 
on the basis suggested, Mr. Lippert went to Pretoria and informed tho high 
olficinls above named. 

On March 1st !! r. Lipperl>informed us that the State President was viewing 
the matter favourably, and requested us to acquaint our friends by cable, 

Our replies having been communicated to Mr. Li/>pcrt, a meeting was 
arranged on 'March 9th, as recited in our previous ctter, a.t which, Mr. 
Lippert informed us, no now subjoot outside of thoso mentioned in his 
memorandum could be discussed. 

MesS!~. Pistoriua and Pierce, being invited by Mr. Lippert to attend tho 
meeting, wero each supplied by him with • list of the questions to be dis· 
cnssed forming part of the proposed settlement (Annexure 'B '), · 
· On ~larch 12th Mr. Lippert commnnicated to us what he termed tho 

dofinito pro~osals of the Government of the S.A. R., which were duly cabled to 
onr friends 1n Enropc (a copy of this cable has already been son.t to yon). 
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He a1so read to us the declaration, which he sugge$tcd ,.,.o should sign /on 
behalf of oul'elvcs and our European friends (Annexure '0 '). I 

A speedy reply to our cable ivos asked for, as Mr. Lippert had iuformea us 
that, if any settlement could be arrived at, the a.greotn~nt had to be suhm_rtted · 
to the Honourable the First Yolksrnad before the clo•mg of the extraordmary 
session which was dra"ing near. · 

We beg to JKlint out to you that by cabling these proposals to Europe, we 
could not possibly conceive that we were acting under a misconccptton, ,as the 
day on which they were made to us, the 12th of March, being a Sund•y, the 
Tclegrnph Office was specially kept open for the purpose of despatching the 
cables, which were duly received and forwarded upon production of on order 
from Mr. Lippert. 

In our letter of March 17th to !tis Honour the State President, conveying 
the nature of our friends' reply, we mentioned the fact that the communica
tion mode to us by b!r. Lippert.on behalf of the Government had been fully . 
cabled ; we stated that our friends no doubt based their suggestion to further 
discuss the whole of the proposals with Dr. Loyds upon the fact that tho 
Government had stipulated that they shoulu become parties to the proposed 
settlement. 

In your reply of March 18th no exception is taken to these statements; 
you tell us, on behalf of his Honour the State President, ' that the exchange 
of views can best take place direct with the Government, and hero within the 
Re\mblic,' pointing out the fact' that the session of the Yolksraad WOII clos~ 
at ~nnd, and that therefore further delay is undesirable.' 

You will thus see that we were perfectly justified in thinking that the com. 
munications made to our European friends, embodying the proposals of the 
Government of the South African Republic, were cabled witli the knowledge 
and approval of the Government, aud that we were requested to sign a 
declaration on behalf of ourselves and our friends, which dccloration had to 
be made public. . -
· Our letter of the 27th March conveyed to you our opinion and that of our 

friends upon the subjects comprised in the pro~rawwe which was submitted 
to us, and it is unnecessary to go over them in detail o.go.in. W c beg only to 
offer a few remarks upon certain points raised in yonr letter of the 8th April: 
-Bewaarplao.tsen : We suggest a basis for the valuation of bowaarpla.a.Uien, 
machine stonds, and water-rights, which in our opinion ought to be adopted, 
in order to have a uniform and easy method of valuing these places. 

Financier: Being fully aware of the complexity of financial problems aud 
questions of taxation in this State, we oro anxiom~ that the financier appointed 
should be of such a standing as to command the confidence of all, so that hi> 
recommendations cannot raiso any ultA:lrior diBcussion. For that reason we 
expressed the opinion that, before making the appointment, the Government 
ahould be guided in its choice by someone belonging to a firm of well-known 
independent standing. We have no desire to see this Government base its 
future financial policy on any particular line, in the int,tjri.'St of, or directed 
against, any special section of the people. We only wish to see the financial 
policy established on sound recognised economic principlea, with fair imd 
equitoble taxation calculated acoording to the propcrroquiremonts of the State. 

Press Agitation-Political Organizations: We havs already informed you 
that, ao far 1111 we know, there has been no organized press agitation, and that 
we should be willing at all times to deprecate the stirring up of strife between 
nationalities caused by any agency whatsoever. We consider it desirable to 
eee that feeling more gene~l, &S we are convinced that exngoera.ted press 
campaigns conducted by nowspapers generally reported to be infi.:'enced by the 
Government, and tending to create dissension amon~t the various classes of 
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the Community, at~J oolculated to cause an infinite amount of harm to the 
vested interests of all sections of the population. 

Dynamite : In your letter of the 8th April, you appCtlr to have lost sight of 
tho fact that the proposed settlement was submitted to us as a whole. Mr. 
Lippert made it clear that, in consideration of the Government granting the 
measures enumerated in his memorandum, it \ir'as extJcctcd tlm.t we should 
abandon our present contentions, and declare ourselves satistied with tho 
settlement proposed by the Government. Under ordinary cir.curnstunccs this 
would be f11.r from meeting our desires, but we intimated to you that we 
should be willing to recommend to the mining industry tho adoption of tho 
proposals made to us on this subject, if by so doing we could promoto a 
permanent satisfactory solution 'Of all pending questions, 

In conclusion, we beg to refer to the pnblica\ion of our previous letter to 
you. It took place here on the 6\11 inst. in tho afternoon ; we immediately 
mstituted an inquiry, and on the 8th inst. in the morning we wrote tha.t we 
were in a posi.tion to Msure you that we conld in no way be held responsible 
for the ~ublication. We never for a moment doubted your good faith, nor 
that of the other gentlemen for whom the letter was meant, bnt thought that 
po"ibll the communication could have been made throu~h one of your 
subordtnu.tes. However, not being certain of the fact, we merely repudiated 
any responsibility on our .Part, and regret that you should have publicly laid 
·the blame on our side, without having communicated with us, a.sking fo_r a.n 
explanation, if you had eny suspicion, 

'Ve beg to assure you that we are as willing as ever to co-operate with yon 
in arriving at a settlement of all pending dilferences in order to secure peace 
and prosperity in this country, and we s},oll be rCtldy at all limos to meet &nd 
discuss with yon, or any other delegu.tes of the Government, any_ matter likely 
to brinv about a speedy and permanent solution of all questions, still bearing 
in mind what we mentioned in our previous correspondence, tha.t we a.re not 
quolified to speak on behalf of the whole community. 

As you h&ve informed ns that you have no objection to it, we slall give • 
copy of this letter to the press. 

We he.ve the honoUI to be, honourable Sir, 
· Your obedient servants, 

G. RouLro·r, 
JOHN M. PlERCK, 
A. BRAKHAN, 
E. BlltKENRUTU. 

(Mr. Pistoriu.•, being absent from town, could not sign this letter.) 

ANNEXURE 'A.' 

!{}\., E. J..I;PPEU1'
1
8 llEl!Olt.A~DUM., 

1. Cessation of press a~itation .here and in Europe. 
2 Su11port on the coohe question, s: Settlement of the dynamite question. 
•· Loan (if required). 
6 Severance from the S. A. League. 
a' Appointment of State Financier and State Auditor, of European repnt&· 

tio~, w1th a seat and voto ~n the E~ecutiv~ in all que.st~ons of fii~ance. . · 
7, No new taxation of mmeo until oubm1tted by bllm•ter of Fmauce. 
8. Moderate valtt&tion of bewllllrplaatsen. 
9. Burgher rights-five years-property test. 
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ANNEXURE I B. 
Cei!Siltion of press agitation hero and in Europe. 
Support to the Government in ita treatment of tho coolie question. 
Settlemont of the dynamite question. . . 
Deprecate the objects of the S. A. League. . , 
Support the placing of a loan if Government wishes it. , 
Appointment of a financialaddser to the Government, of European rcputa. 

tion, and of an Auditor, both with scata and votes in the Executive Council 
on all financial matters. (This has been amended by the Government, so far 
as the Auditor ia concerned, to retain tho present Auditor, and to give him, 
re dislllissal, the same status as a Judge, and to make him directly responsible 
to the Volksrasd.) 

No fresh taxation to be levied on tho mines until tho Financial Adviaer has 
laid his proposals before the Government. · . 

Sale of the undermining righta to tlio holders of surface rights (bewaar· 
Jllaatsen, etc.), at a moderate val~~&tion. . . . · 

Extension of tho franchise by granting burgher rights after , , , years of 
registration, coupled with a property test, 

ANNEXURE 1 0. 
DRAFT OF DECLAl'I.ATlON TO 1'0LLOW PROTOCOL EYBODYtNG TIIE 

ltl'.SOLUTIONS AGREED trPON • 

• , • Thereupon the subscribed parties from Johannesburg, for themselves 
and for the ~arties they represent here and in Europe, declared :-

'The passmg by the Volksraad of the laws to bo submitted by the Govern· 
mcnt during this session>- - · 

'For the appointment during the pl'<Jsent year of a Financial Adviser 
to the Government, of European reputation, who shall have a seat and a 
vote in the E<ecutive Council on all financial matters. · 

'For placing tho Auditor· General on the ••me status 1'' dismissal •• 
the Judges, and for making him responsible directly to the Volksraad, 
it bein~ agreed that until such Financial Adviser has laid his budget pro
posals ncfore the Governmen~ no fresh taxation shall be laid upon tl1e 
mining industry, nor any other direct taxation. · 

'For granting tho undermining rights under bewaorplantson, macllino 
stands, and 'Imler-tights, to the present holders of the licens.,, covering 
such rcser\•ed areas at a moderate valuation, such valuation to be arrived 
at in the follo1dng rn•nner: The Government to appoint a valuator, with 
instructions to value these rights at a. fair and moderate valuation, tho 
holder of the surface liccnso to appoint a valuator ; if they a:reo, thon 
the surface license holder shall have the first right to the unaermining 
rights at such valuation; ·if the two val~~&tors cannot agree about a 
valuation, they shall appoint together an umpire; if they cannot agree 
&bout an umpire, tho Chief Justice of the High Court shall be askod to 
appoint an umpiro ; the decision of such umpire ehall bo final as to tho 
value of the area under arbitration. · If the holder of the surface license 
refuses to purchase at the said valuation, the Government ahall be at 
liberty to dispose of it eleowhere, 

'For a permanent settlement of the dynamite question on one or tho 
other hases following, namely, that the status quo remain in force till the 
en~ of the ~ntract period, the Government mnking use of its right to 
reviSe the pr1ces under the terms of the agrcomcnt, or that the Dynamite 
Comp.ny reduoo tho pricc by 5s. to 70o, for No. I, and to 90s. for Llast· 



THE BEGINNING OF THE END 283 

ing gelatine, tho Government undertaking to take over tho works of tho 
Dynamito Company at the end of the ab'recmont at a valuation asrorovided 
by tho offer .now before the Volkoraad. · 

'For nn extension of the franchise to all white aliens in this Stato, . 
in the following manner: That natnralir.ation be granted to all seeking 
it who have resided in the State for two years, and who are of good 
behaviour, and who havo not snffcrcd any di>honourable sentence by 
any Court, upon taking the oath of allegiance as prescribed by the 
existing law; upon such naturnlization he shall be entitled to elect a 
member to the Second Volksrand, and two years after shall be entitled 
to be elected as a member of the Second Volksraad. A period of seven 
years having elapsed aftor naturalization, he ehalli bj virtne of that 
lapse of time and without further hindrance, obtain ful bnr~hor rights. 
The Government, however, reserve to themselves the right (1n order to 
eecnre the passing of such Jaw through the Volk"'and of this and that of 
the session of 1900) to extend the period of natmalization for tho right 
of voting for the election of a President. Children of nflturo.lizcd aliens, 
who attain their majority when their father has obtained full burgher 
rights, have ipso facto the same rights ns the father. Tho Government 
shall also have the right to attach a moderate property qualification to 
the obtaining of these extended franchise rights. It is understood that 
by the laws of the State this extended fronchiso can only finally be 
grt~nted by the Volkoraad in session 1900, after the law bas been eub. 
mitted to the people for twelve months, but that the period of 9 resp. 
7 years shall date from the passing of the resolution to be passed by the 
Volksrand now in session, · 

will be hailed by ns with great satisfaction as removing all obstacles to a 
friendly and peaceful development of mutual understanding and co·opera· 
tion. It is our wish, and in the interest of those we represent, that tho 
public in Europe and in South Africa be made fully aware hereof by meaWJ 

·of the press, and that hostile agitation by m .. ns of the press here and else. 
where shall be avoidad in future. 

'We deprecate all attempt& that may be made by political agencies to stir 
up strife between the different ·nationalities inhabiting thi> Stato, and shall 
not be parties to any such organization•. 
. 'Seeing the many evils springing from indiscriminote immigration of 
eolourcQ. racea, and having been assured that the Government will do all in 
Its .power to facilitate in other ways the supply of labour, we support the 
Government in its contention that tho reft\tbtions concerning the treatment 
of "coolies and other coloured races" baa best be left to them as a matter of 
internal cone<rn. . 

• We will support tho placing of a State loan recommended by the Fina!l.· 
· eier in the European m&rkets at reasonable rates, if the Government should 

deaire us to do so in tho common intorcst. 
• Seeing the great value the Government evidently sets upon a friendly and 

permanent settlement of the dynamite question, wl1ich lias contributed so 
much to disturbing the goad relatione, we declare ourselves sati>fied "ith tho 
lin&! settlement arrived at. 

'And should, after the passing of the abovo proposals of law os a whole by 
the Volksraad, tho Government dcsiro us to fR.ve pnblicity to tbi> our declara• 
tion for the promotion of peace and goodmll, such publicity as tho Govern
ment may desire shall be given thereto.' 

While the negotiation• wero actually in progress,. ana while the 
Imperio.! Government were awaiting a reply to their dispatch, the 
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.I I President made two determined attempts to rush the confirmatibn o 
the dynamite monopoly through the Raad. The first proposal wns for 
the fifteen yeBl'll' exten~ion, and the second provided for condonation . 
of all breaches of the concet'llion in the past and for compensation upon 
the expiry of the concession. . · · 

The Uitlanders had not failed to perceive that the pit dug for them 
might conceivably serve another purpose. They ignored these two 
breaches of faith on the part of the President, and pursned the 
negotiations; and Mr. Kruger overreached himself. Raving failed 
with Johannesburg, and having failed in the Raad, he appealed to his 
burghers with the scheme of mock reform. His hope was to gel such 
support in the country that the Volksraad in its May session would 
have to spare the monopoly. lie did not realize that he would have 
to make good the things which he bad offered as shams. His greed had 
given the opening: his hand had provided the. weapon. It is not 
good to be too clever ; and the luck had lurned. 

The publication of the correspondence between the Government nnd 
the capitalists created n profound impression. The series of speeches 
delivered by the President in. support of his sham. reforms only 
deepened. that. impression by providing more and more convincing 
evidence as to who the real intriguers and mischief-makers were. To 
the Uitlander public one thing became quite clear, 1111d that was that 
it was the Government who wished to barter their rights away and the 
cupitalists-·tbe abcsed capitalists-who refused to do so. An attempt 
was immediately made to hold a large public meeting for the purpose 
of endorsing the attitude taken by the negotiators, but the Government 
refused permission to hold an open-air meeting. · In their ~ttempt to 
bold a meeting indoors, the Uitlanders were defeated by the building 
being condemned as unsafe, The Government yielded, however, before 
the storm of disapproval which followed their prohibition, and the Stnte 
Secretary, Mr. Reitz, suggested that the Uitla.nders should hold a 
serios of small indoor meetings in different localities. The meetings 
were accordingly held, a.nd they provided unmistakable evidence of the 
gravity of the position. By their numbers, their unanimity, their 
enthusiasm, and their moderation, the Uitlanders carried conviction 
to some and roused the grave apprehension of others. Among the 
latter, it is fair to infer, were President Kruger and his sympathizers 
in the Free State and Cape Colony. 

There is one disability the existence of which the advocates of the 
· Uitlander cause are always painfully conscious of. They know as well 

as any of their critics that it is no picture which is all black-that you 
get no perspective, no effects, without contrasts I Yet it has not been 
believed that they were willing to acknowledge tho good that there 
was, and that a politic instinct no less than a sense of justice prompted 
a diligent effort to discover and make much of the genuinely hopeful 
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eigne. cThe monotony· was none of their making; it was· in the 
nature of the facta, and not of the recital: but monotony there wo.s, 
and lb was productjve of one very bad, ·result. ·The conditions, 
admittedly bad, crune to be regarded by a good many e.s being only as 
bad as they had for a lopg time been known to be, leaving little hope 
exe<pt through tbe long slow infl uenee of time, but causing no 
immediate anxiety or alann. Some day a grubbing historian may read 
.the back files of South African · newspapers and marvel that such 
warnings should have passed unheeded, but the !net is that the 
Transva.al Government and its ~ympathizers had become indifferent to 
warnings followed by no results and accustomed to prophecies un· 
fulfilled.· To·say that they were ' fiddling while Rome burned' ill to a 
great extent true of those of the South African Dutch who were 
sincerely desirous that the Transvaal Government sl!onld reform its 
ways llJid who were not consciously aiding in tho republicanizing 
movement; but even of them it is not o.n adequate description-ns the 
answers given to two questioners by the most prominent and one of 
the most prominent Bondsmen indicate. Both of them bad in private 
c.onvcrsation on differout occasions acknowledged the soundness of tho 
Uitlander cause. To the suggestion, ' ~hen why not say so publicly?' 
the less Important of the two replied, ' People would only say that I 
am climbing down and ratting on my party.' And the more important 

. of the two, answering a similar question, said, 'Yes, the Rev. S. J. Du 
Toil did that. He was tho founder of the Bond; e.nd to-day he is
nothing I . ·If I did it, I should fall as he did.' ' Then,' said his Ilritish 
friend,.~ what is in~uence worth if it cannot be used for good? Can 
there be said' to be influence when it ·cannot be used at all?' 'No,' 
ws.s the reply, 'I have no influence as against the cry of race: blood is 
thicker than water: and I have no influence at all with Kruger.' The 
answer to this contained the crux of the question. 'Indeed you have; 
but you have not the courage to exercise it. The influence of advice 
has failed; dare you ·try the influence of repudiation?' . The onswer 
was a shako of the head and 'Blood is thicker than water.' ~'ha~ is 
it I The Piper pipes and the children follow. 

It is too much to believe that the conference between the High 
Commissioner and President Kruger was a suggestion to which the 
latter had to be won over either by President Stcyn or Mr. Hofmeyr. 
Jt is, indeed, well known that the idea of a meeting for the purpose of 
discussing matters at issue between the two Governments had beoo 
considered_ in Pretoria for some mouths before it actually took place.' 

lIn March tho writer made the sng~cstion to a representative of the 
. Pretoria. -Gov~rnmcnt in tho hope of getting rid by n 'squnrc talk' of the 

. many and e\•cr-incrcasing differences, and was informed that the idt~,a had 
often 'been discussed and a.s often abandoned, bcoouse it eontained the 
objectionable feature of establishing a precedent for Englnnd's intorforo.ncc in 
internal affairs. · 
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The news that, upon the invitation of President Steyn, the High 
Commissioner and President Kruger had agreed to meet at Bloem
fontein, was received by the Uitlander• with relief; not hope, because 
it was believed that the President's object wns to get something, not 
to give something ; but sheer relief, because, come what might, the 
position could never again be the same as it wa• before the conference. 
Something must change ; someone must yield ; the unbearable strain 
mrut cease, Sir Alfred· Milner-wise and just and strong"-eom· 
manded the entire confidence of the Uitlandcrs. It was not hoped 
that he would succeed in effecting a .settlement at such· a meeting, 
because in tho circumstances such an nchievemGnt was believed not to 
be humanly possible; but it was not feared that he would fall ili his 
duty to his country and to his trust, 

It is no part of the object of this volume to deal with the negotiations 
which took place at Bloemfontein or with the terms of settlement at 
the present moment under discussion; the objective is to recite the 
circumstances and conditions which made these negotiations n,ecessary, 
and which, if they fail, must lead to bloodshed. ' · · 

With a barrier of insurmountable race feeling before them, ·the 
Uitlanders are hopeless of effecting a peaceful redress of their grievances 
except by the aid of the Suzerain power. The President and his party 
will not yield one iota except upon the advice of those who have the 
will and tho power to .see that advice is followed. Such power rests 
in two quarters, It rests with the progressive Dutch of South Africa. 
They have the power, but unfortunately they have not as yet the will, 
or they have not the courage, to use it. Time after time have they 
been stultified by rallying to the cry of race, and defending Mr. 
Kruger's attitude on cortain points, only to find the President abandon· 
ing as untenable the position which they have proclaimed to be proper. 
To them have been addressed most earnest and most solemn appeals 
to be up and doing whilst there was yet time. From them have been 
extracted-in times of peace-the amplest admissions of the justice of 
the Uitlander case. But there is a point beyond which they will not 
go. They will not say to the President and his party: • We cannot 
extol in you what we would condemn in ourselves. The claim of 
kindred cannot for over be the stalking-horse for injustice.' That they 
cannot do ; and thus are they bonded to the one who will raise the 
race cry without scruple. Thera is no more hopeless feature for the 
peaceful settlement of tbe Transvaal question Jrom within than the 
unanimity which mMks the public utterances of those who are claimed 
as representing Afrikander sentiment in the present crisis. Those 
expressions, ranging from the most violent denunciations by politicians 
and ministers of the Gospel down to the most illogical and hysterical 
oppoals of public writers, all-all are directed against the injured. Not 
a warning, not • hint-not • prayer oven-addressed to the offender. 
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They have not the sense of justice to see, or they have not the courage 
to denounce, the perpetrators of evil, but dirccl all their efforts to 
hushing the complaints of the. victims •. Truly it would &!most appear 
that the~e is some guiding principle running !hrough it eJl ; something 
whlch recognises the real sinner in the victim who complains, and not 
in the villain who perpeil·ates; the something which found a concrete 
expression when bail was fixed at £~00 for the murder of a British 
subject and at £1,000 for the crime of objecting to it. 

No ciyillzed body of men ever had more just cause for complaint 
than the Uitlanders of the Transvaal have, but they carry on their 
reform IllOvement under. very diffieult and discouraging condition&. 
Those who have pctitione4 their Sovereign to secure for them some 
&melioration of their lot are branded by the head of the State as rebels 
for so doing, and his example is followed by eJl his party. Those men 
\vho organized or addressed the public meetings which were suggested 
by Mr. Reitz, the State Secretary, and held for the purpose of discuss· 
ing a proposlll publicl,y made by tho Government, are the .men whom 
Messrs. Dioperink and Viljocn, the members representing Johannes
burg in the First and Second Volksraad, denounced as traitors who 
should be summarily dcolt with by t~e Government. British subjects 
associated with tho Uitlander cause, ,who venture to call upon the 
British Agent in Pretoria or the High Commissioner in Cape Town, 
arc regarded as conspirators and are watched by spies, and all their 
movements are reported to tho Transvaal Govcrnment .. 1, The re
cognised leaders o.mong tho Uitlnnders are black· listed in the Dutch 
press, their names, addresses, and occupations given so that they may 
be identified-mt~rked down in the newspapers supported by the 
Government as men to be dragged out and shot without trial. 
Uitlander newspapers have been suppressed for mere political reasons, 
without .eve.n the llllcgation that there was incitement to violence or 
disorder, and it is therefore not unrenson~ble that the impWlity with 
which the Dutch newspapers continue this campaign month after 
·month should be taken as the measure of the Government's com. 
plicity. · . 

, It is in these circumstances that appeal has been made to England, 
the only other quarter in which there rests the power to see that justice 
shall be done. It is an appeal which might well be based npon the 

1 When on a visit to Cape Town in April, the writer called sevel'lll times 
upon the High Commissioner, and leo.ruinrt by prh·ato ndrice that his move. 
moots were being reported in detail througlt the Secret Service Department, 
l1e informed Sir Alfred Milner of tho fact. Sir Alfred admitted that the idea 
of secret agents in B1·itish territory and spies round or in Govomment Houso 
was not pleasant, but expressed tho hope that those tbin~s should not deter 
those who wished to call on him, as ho was there ns the rc~rcsentativo of 
ller Majesty for tho benefit of l3l'itish subjects, and very dcSII'oW! of Mccr· 
taining for himself tho facts of the CII3C. 
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broad and acknowledged right of a subject to claim in case of injustice 
the good offices of his own Government. But here it is based upon a 
specia.l right. It is the spi;rit I of the Pretoria Convention which the 
Uitlander has invoked for many years, only to be told that the spirit 
is as it ma.y be interpreted from the letter. But it is not so I · Will it 
bo suggested that the British Government contemplated such license 
when they granted the charter of •elf-government to the Transvaal, 
or that they would hav• granted it had they foreseen the interpreta
iion? Can it be said that Mr. Kruger and his colleagues contemplated 
it, or would have dared to a.vow the intention if it were ever enter; 
tained? No I And he will be a bolder inan than Mr. Kruger who 
will dispute that answer; for the President's own defence is, not that 
be had the intention or has the right to differentiate between races and 
between classes; but-that he does not differentiate. So that the issue 
is narrowed to this-that it is merely a question of fact I 

But the appeal of British subjects in the Transvaal will claim a hear
ing for other reasons, too I Only the blindest c.n fail to realize how 
much is at stake, materia.lly and morally, or can fail to see what is 
the reo.! issue, and bow the Mother Country stands on trial before all 

1 Since this. w.., written, Air. Chamberlain, spenking in the House ot 
Commons on July 28, 1899, h .. thus disposed of the question: 

'It has been broken in the spirit more than it has been broken in tho 
letter. Tho whole spirit of the convention is tho preservation of equality as 
between all the white inhabitants of the Transvaal, and the whole policy of 
the Transvaal has been to promote a position of inferiority on the ]>art of 
eertsiu classes. There is something even more striking than that. Tho 
conventions were, of coursej the result of & previous conference .. At that 
conference definite promises were made which made it impossible to doubt 
with what object the convention was signed, On May 10, 1881, at a con
ference between representatives of Her Majesty and representatives of the 
Transva.a.l, the President, Sir Hercules Robinson, asked this question: 

'"Before annexation, hsd British subjects complete freedom of trsde 
throughout tho Trausvsa.l! Were they on the same footing as citizens of 
the Transv&al! 

' "~!r. Krnger replied: They were on the same footing as the bnr•hers . 
. There was not tho elightest difference, in accordsnco with tho Saud 

0
River 

Convention. 
'"Sir Hercules Robinson: I presume you will not object to that con· 

tinuing I 
'" ~!r. Kruger: No. There will be equal prorection for everybody. 
'"Sir Evelyn Wood: And equal privileges. 
' "Mr. Kruger: We make no difference so far a.s burgher rights are con. 

corned. There may, perhaps, be some slight difference in the"""" of a young 
pe!l!on who has just como into the country" (cheers). 

'Now, there is a distinct promise given by the man who is now President 
of the Transvaal State that, so far as burgher rights were concerned they 
m&de &nd would make no difference wba.te·ver between burahers and' tho:m 
J<ho CAme in. The root of the difficulty which I have been describing lies in 
the fact that this promise has not been kept.' 
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her children, who are the Empire. Only those who do not count will 
refuse to face the responsibility in o.ll seriousness, or will fail to receive 
in the best spirit the timely reminder of past neglect. II the reproach. 
ing truth be a hard thing to hear, it is, for those whose every impulse 
jumps towards championing the great Home Land, a far, far hMder 
thing to say. Unpleasant it may ·~·· hut not without good, that 
England's record in South Africa-of subjects abandoned and of rights 
ignored, of duty neglected and of pledge unlrept, of lost prestige and 
slipping Empire-should speak to quicken a memory o.nd rouse the 
native sense of right, so that a nation's conscience will say: 'Be jusl 
before you are generous I Be jusllo o.ll-<!ven to your own I' 
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APPENDIX A 
PRETORIA CONVENTION 

CONVJ!NTION FOR TUB SETTLEMENT OF THE TRANSVAAL TERRITORY . 

A1'!Ju.!l, 1881. 
PREAMDLE, 

llcr Majesty's Commissioners for the Settloment of the TransvMl territory, 
duly appointed ns such by a Commission passed under the Royal Sign Manual 
and Signet, besring date the Lth day of April, 1881, do hereby undertake and 
guarantee on behalf of Her MAjesty that, from and aftor the 8th day of 
August, 1881, complete self-government, subject to the suzerainty of Her 
Majesty, her heim and successors, will be accorded to the inhabitants of the 
Transvaal territcry, upon the following terms and condition•, and subject to 
the following_ reservations and limitations : . . , 

AlmctE I. 
Tho said territory, to be hereinafter called the Ti·ansvaal State, will 

embrace the land lying between the following boundaries, to wit: [Hero 
follo1v three pages in print defining boundaries.] ' 

ARTICLE !I. 
Her Majesty reserves to herself, her heirs and successors, (a) the rioht from 

limo to time tc appoint a Bt·itish Resident in and for the aaid so':te, with 
such duties and functions .., are hereinafter defined; (b) tho right to move 
troops through the said Stnte in time of wor,or in case of tho apprehension 
of immedia.to war between the Suzerain Power and b.ny Foreign State or 
Nativo tribe in South Africa; and (e) the control of tho external rulutions 
of tho said Stntc, including tho conclusion of treaties and tho conduct of 
diplomatic intercourse with Foreign Powers, such intercourse to bo cunicd on 
through Her Majesty's diplomatic and consular officers abroad. · 

ARTICLE III. 
Until altered by tho Volksraad, or other competent authority, nll laws 

whether passed before or after tho annexation of tho Tt·ansvaal territory t~ 
Her ~[~jesty's dominion~, .shall, cxc?pt in so f~r as they are inconsistent with 
or rep~tg1~ant t? the provisions of this Convcnt10n1 be and remain in force in 
the satd ~tate m so far aa they shall be applicable therctc, provided that no 
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future enactment especially affecting the interest of natives shall have any 
force or elTect in the said State, without the consent of Her Majesty, her 
heirs and successors, first had and obtained and ai,gniC!cd to the Gcwcrnmcnt 
of the snid State throu~h the British Hesident, provided huthe< tbot in no 
case will the repeal or amendment of nny laws enacted sinco the annexation 
have a retrospective clfcct, so as to invalidate any acts done or liabilities 
incurred by virtue of such laws, 

A.IIT!CLE IV. 
On the 8th day of An gust, 1881, the Government of the said State, together 

with all rights and obligations thereto appertaining, nnd nil State property 
taken over at the time of annexation, sa.vo and excc1Jt munitions of war, will 
be handed over to Messrs, Stephanus Johannes Paulus Kruger, Martinus 
·Wessel Pretorius, and Petrus Jacobus Joubert, or the survivor or survivors of 
them, who will forthwith cause a Volksraad to be elected and convened, and 
the Volksraad, thus elected and convened, will decide u.s to the further 
administration of the Government of the soid State. 

ARTICLB v. 
All sentences passed upon persons who may be convicted of olfcncC9 con • 

. trary to tho rules of civillied warfaro committed during the recent hostilities 
will be duly carried out and no alteration or mitigation of such sentences 
will be made or allowed by the Government of tho Transvaal Stato without 
Her Majesty's consent conveyed through the British Resident. In ease there 
shall be any prisoners in any of the gaols of the Transvaal State whose 
res~ective sentences of imprisonment have been remitted in part by Her 
MaJesty's Adrninistnttor or other otliccr administering the Government, such 
reruillsion will be recognised and acted upon by the futuro Government of the 
said State. •· · 

ARTICLE VI. 
Her Majesty's Government will make due compensation for •11 losses or 

dam•ge sustained by re .. on of such acts us are in the 8th Articlo hereinafter 
specified, which may have been committed by Her Majesty's forces during 
the recent hostilities, except. for such losses or damage us may already hove 
been compensated for, und tho Government of the Trnnsvaal State will make 
duo compensation for o.lllosses or dama;c sustained by reason of such llCts ns 
arc in the 8th Article hereinafter speci!icd which may have been committed 
by tho people who wero in arms against Her Majesty during tho recent 
hostilities, except for such losses or damages as ma.y o.lrcudy have been com· 

· pensa. ted for, · 
ARTICLE VII. 

The decision of all claims for compensation, as in the ! .. t preceding 
Article mentioned, will bo referred to a Sub-Commillsion, consisting of the 
Honourable George Hudson, the Honourable Jacobus Petrus de Wet, and the 
Honourable John Gilbert Kotze. In case one or more of such Sub-Com· 
missioners shall be unable or unwilling to act, the remainin~ Sub.Com;, 
missioner or Sub-Commissioners will, a.ftor consttltation with thl) Government 
of the Transvaal State, submit for tho approval of Her Majesty's High Com· 
missioners the names of one or more persons to bo appointed by them to fill 
tho placo or place.s thus vaca!cd. The decision of tho said Sul>-Commissioners, 
or of a majority of thcru, will be final. The said Sub-Commissioners will 
enter upon and perform their duties with all convenient speed. They will,. 
before teking evidence or ordering evidcnoo to bo taken rn respect of any 
claim, decide whether such claim can be entertained .at all under the rules 
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laid- down in tho next succeeding Artic1e. In rcgu.rd to claims which can bo 
so entertAined, the Sub-Commissioners will in tho first instAnce alford every 
facili~ for an amicable arrBW'CJOent as to the amount pnyablo in rc1'1pect of 
a.uy etaim, and only in cas;s in which there is no reasotutblc ground f?r. 
b~.~Heving that an immediate amicable arrangcrn001t cnn be arti\·cd .at wtll 
they tnko evidence or order e\·idence to be b~kcn. For the pmpose of tuldng 
evidence and reporting thereon, the Sub-Cummissioncrs ntay appoint Depu
ties, who will, without delay, submit records of the evidence aud their 
reJ>Orts to the Sub-CommisSioners. Tho Sub-Commissioners will a'ranf..'<l 
their sittings a.nd the sittinffS of their Deputies in such a ntanner a.s to afford 
tho earliest convenience to tile parties concerned and their witnesses. In no 
case will costs be allowed to either side other than the actual and reasonable 
expcn:;cs of witnesses whose evidence is certified by the Sub-Commissioners 
to have been necr-Ssary, Interest will uot run on the amount of any claim, 
except as is hereinafter provided for. The said Snb-Commissioncrs will 
forthwith, after deciding upon any claim, announce their decision to the 
Government against which the award is made and to the claimant. The 
amount of remuneration payo.ble to the Sub-Cotmuissiouers and their Dcpn· 
ties will be determined by the High Commissioners, AfWr all tl~ cltums 
luiVe been deeidcd upon, the British Government and tho Government of the 
Transvaal Stste will pay proportionate shares of tfie said remuneration and 
of the expe!LSes of the sa1d Sub-Commissioners and their Deputies, ·according 
to the amount awarded against tbem respectively. 

ARTICLE Vlll. 

For the purpose of distingo:ishing claims to be accepted from those to be 
rejected, the Sub-Commissioners will be b'llided by the following r·ules, viz. : 
Com]>ensation to be allowed for losses or damoge sustAined by reason of tho 
following a.cts eommittcd during the recent hostilities, viz.: (a) commandeer· 
ing, seizure, confiscation, or destruction of property, or damage done to 
property; (b) violcuco done or threat'l used by l'"'sons in arms. In regard 
to acts under (a), compensation will be allowed for direct losses only. In 
regurd to acts falling under (b), compensation will be allowed for actual 
losses of property, or actual injury to the same. proved to have been caused 
by its enforced abandonment. No claims for indirect losses, except such as 
are in this Articlo especially provided for, will be entertained. No claims 
which have been handed in to the Secretary of the Royal Commission after 
the 1st doy of July, 1881, will be ent<>rtaincd, unl .. s the Sub-Commi,;ioncra 
shall be ""tisfled that the delay was reasonable. When claims for loss of 
property are considered, the Sub-Contmis~ioncrs will requirf» distiuct proof of 
the existence of the property, and that it neither has reverted nor will revert 
to the claimant, 

ARTICLE IX. 

The Government of the Tmnsvaal State will pay and satisfy the amount of 
every claim awnrded against it within one lliOnth a.fter the Sub·CommiSliioncrs 
ehall have notified their decision to the said Government, aud in default of 

, such payment the said Government will pay interest at the rate of six per 
cent. per annum from tho date of such default; but Her Maje,ty's Govern· 
mont may at any time before such ~"'yment pay the amount, with interest 
if any, to the claimant in satU.factwn of hill cloim, and may add the su.; 
thus paid to any debt which may be due by the Transvaal State to Her 
Majesty's Government, as hertJinafter JU'ovided for. 
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ARTICLE X. 
·The Transvaal State will be liable for the balanoe of the debts for which 

the South African Republic WM liable at the date of ann<:xation, to wit, tho 
sum of £48,000 in respect of the Co\'" Commercinlll•nk Loan, and £85,667 
in re!ipect of the Ruilway Lo(l.n, to~>('t 1er with tho amount due on 8th Am!nst, 
1881, on account of the O•·phau Chamber l>obt, which DoW st<mds nt £2~~200, 
which dehts will bO a first charge upon the revenues of the Stn.te. Tho 
TI'Un.vnnl State will, moreover, be liable for the lawful expenditure lawfully 
incurred for the necessary expenses of tho Province since the a.nnctatiou, 
to w~t, the sum· of £265,000, which debt, to,.,cther with such debts as may 
be incurred by virtue of the 9th Article, wifi be a seoond charge upon the 
rerenues of the State, 

'An:rtcL~ XI. 
The. debt.i due .,. afor"""ld by the Transvaal State to Her Majesty's 

Government will bear inte•·cst at the rate of three and • half per con~, and 
any portion of such debt which mo.y remain unpaid at the expiro.tion of twelve 
months from the 8th August, 1881, shall ho repayable by a JlAyment for 
interest and sinkin~ fund of six pounds and ninepencc per cent. per annum, 
which. will extingmsh the debt in twenty-five years. The said payment of 
six pounds and ninepence per £100 shall be payable half. yearly in British 
currency on the 8th }'ebruary and 8th August m each year. Provided always 
that the Transvaal St&te shall pay in reduction of the said debt the sum of 
£100,000 within twelve months of the 8th August, 1881, and shall bo at 
liberty at the close of any half·ye&r to pay off the whole or any portion of the 
outstanding deb~ 

ARTICLE XII .. 
All pcr.ous holding property in the said St&te en the 8th day of August,. 

·1881, will continue after the aaid date to enjoy the rights of property which 
they ha.ve enjoyed Pince the annexation. No person who has remained loyal 
to Her Majesty during the recent hostilities shall sulfer any molestation \Jy 
reason of his loyalt.y, or be liable to any criminal :prosecution or civil actiou 
for any part taken 10 connection with such hostihti<.•s, and all such persons 
will have full liberty to reside in the country, with enjoyment of all civil 
rights, and protection for their persons and property. 

ARTICLE XIII • 
• Natives will be allowed to ~cquire land, but the grant or transfer of such 
l~nd will, in every case, bo made to and registered in the name of the Native 
Location Comruission1 hereinafter mentioned, in·trust for such.na.tives. . . . 

AR1'!CL& XIV. 
Natives will be allowed to move as freely within the country M may be 

consistent with the requirements of public order, and to leave it for the 
purpose of seekinrr employmcut elsewhere or for other lawful purposes, subject 
always to tho pa,; laws of the said State, as amended Ly th.e Legislature of ~he 
ProvinM, or as may hereafter. be. enacted under the proru1ons of the Thud 
Article of this Convention. · 

ARTICLE XV. 
· There will continue to be complete freedom of religion •nd protection from 
molestation for all denominations, provided the so.me be not inconsistent with 
morality and good order, and no disability shall attach to any po!1lon in 
regard to rights of property by reason of the roligiolL'l opinions which ho holds. 
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ARTICLE XVI, 
Tho provisions of tho Fonrth Article of the Sand Rivgr Convention are 

hereby reaffirmed,' und no sl>vcry or apprenticeship partaking of slavery will 
be tolerated by the Government of tho said State. , 

ARTICLE XVI!. 
The British Resident will rccei~e from tho Governme~t of the Transvaal 

State such o.ssistaneo and st~pport us can by Jaw be given to him for tho due 
discbn.rgo of his functions; he will also receive every 4ssista.ncc for tho proper 
,care and presorvation of thc groves of such of ller Majesty's forccs 118 havo 
died in the, Transvaal, and if need bo for the expropriation of land for the 
purpose. 

ARTICLE XVIII. 
Tho following will be the duties and functions of the British Resident: 
Sub·sl'.diun 1.-He will perform functions and duties analogous to those 

discharged by a Charged' Alfaires and ConsuJ.General. ' 
Sub·sediun 2.-In regard to natives within the Transvaal State, he will 

(a) report to the High Commissioner, as representative of tho Sumoin, 1111 to 
the working and observance of tho provisions of this Convention; (b) report 
to the Transvaal authorities nny cases of ill~treatment of nativC3 or attempts 
to incite natives to rebellion that may como to his knowledge ; {c) use his 
influence with the nativ,es in favour of Llw and order; and (d) generally 
perform such other duties as are by this Convention cntmsted to him, and 
take such steps for the protection of the pe1~on and property of natives as ore 
consistent with the laws of the land, 

Sub,acclicn 3.-In regard to natives not residing in the Transvnal, (a) he 
will report to tho High Commissioner and tho TrnuS\·aal Government any 
encroachments reported to him as having been made by Transvaal residents 
upon the land of such not! res, and in co.so of disagreement between tho 
Transvaal Governmcnt and tho Briti'h Resident as to whether an encroach· 
ment had been made, the decillion of the Suzerain will bo final; {b) tho British 
Resident will be tho medium of communication "ith notivo chiefs outside 
the Trausvanl, and, subject to the apllroval of tho High Commissioner, as 
representing the Suzcmin, l1e will control tho conclusion of treaties with 
ti!Cm ; and {c) he will arbitral< upon every dispute between Transvaal 
residents and natives outside the Transvaal (as to acts committed beyond the 
boundaries of the Tmnsvaal) which may be referred to him by tho parties 
interested. 

Stw·•edion 4.-In regard to communications \vith foreign Powers, tho 
Tronsvasl Government will correspond with Her Majesty's Government 
through the British Resident and tho High Commissioner. 

ARTICLE XIX. 
Tltc Government of the Transvaal State wjll strictl,r adhere to the bound· 

aries defined in the First Article of this Convention, and will do its utmost to 
prevent any of its inhabitants from making any encroachment upon lauds 
beyond tho said State. Tho Royal Commission will forthwith appoint • 
person who will beacon off tho boundary line bctwccn Rarnatlabama and tho 
point where such line first touches Griquabnd West boundary, midway 
between the Vaal and Hart rivers; the person so appointed will bo instructed 
to make an arrangement between the owne,.. of the farms Grootfoulcin and 
V•lleifontein on the one hand, and the llarolong authorities on the other, by 
which a fair share of the water·supply of the said farms shall be allowed to 
flow undisturbed to tho oaid Barolon~s. 
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ARTICL'e XX. 
All grant. or titles. issued at any time by the Transvaal Govcmmcnt -in 

respect of land ontsido tho boundary of Transvaal State, os defined, Article I., 
shall be considered invalid and of no effect, except in so fur n.s any such want 
or title relates to land that falls within the boundary of tho Transvaal Stato, 
and nil porsons holding any auch grnnt so considered invalid and of no effect 
will receive from the Government of the Trensvcnl State snch eompcn.ation 
either in land orin money as the Volksraad shall dctcrmino. In all ca.<cs in 
"n'hieh a.ny native chiefs or other nnthoritics outside tho said boundtnies hn.ve 
J~ccivcd any edeqnoto consideration from the Government· of the former 
South Ati·ican Republic for land excluded from the Transv ... J by the Firnt 
Article of this Com·ention, or where pormnnent improvements have been made 
on the land, the Ill'itish Resident will, subject to tho approval of tho High 
Commissioner, uso his il:tfhtenco. to recover from tho native authorities fuir 
~ompons•tion for. tho loas of the land thus excluded, and of the pcm~anont 
unprpvcment thereon. . . 

AuricLE XXI. 
Forthwith, after the taking effect of this Convention, a Native Location 

Commission will be constituted, consisting of the Pre$ident, or in his absenco 
the Vice-President o( the State, or someone deputed by him, tho Resident, 
or someone deputed by him, and a third person to bo agreed upon by the 
President or the Vice-President, ns tho case may bo, o.nd ·the Resident, and 
such Committee will bo a standing body for tho performance of the duties 
hereinafter mentioned. . 

AuriCLE XX!I. 
Tho Native Location Commission will reserve to tho native tribes of the 

State such locations as they may be fail'ly and equitably entitled to, due 
rega1-d ·being had to tho actual occupation of such tribes, Tho Native 
Location Commission will clearly define the boundaries of such locations, and 
for· that purpose will, in every instance, first of all ascertain the wishes of tho 
parties interested in such land. In case land already granteti in individual 
titles shall be reauired for the purpose of any location, the owners will receive 
such compensation either in ot1rer lnnd or in monoy 111 the Volksraad shall 
determine. After the boundnrie~ of any loc.1tion have been fixed, no fresh 
grant of land within such location will bomadc, nor will the boundaries be 
alter·cd without the consent of the Locotion Commission, No fresh grants of 
laud will be made in the districts of Waterberg, Zoutpansberg, and Lyden burg 
until the locations in tho said district. respectively shall hove been defined by 
!he said Commission. · 

ARTICLE XXlll. 
If not released before the taking effect of this Convention, Sikuknni, and 

those of his followers who have been imprisoned with him, will be forthwith 
relMS<ld, ond the boundaries of his location will be defined by the N ntivo 
Location Commission in the manner indicated in the la.st preceding Article. 

ARTICLE XXIV. 
The independence of the Swozies within the boundary line of Swaziland, 111 

indicated in the First Articlo of this Convention, will be fully recognised. 

ARTICLE XXV. 
No other or higher duties will bo imposed on tho importation into tho 

TrnnaV.al State of any nrticle tho produce ur manufacture of the dominiollS 
and possessions of Her M•jesty, from whatever pl•ee arriving, th•n are or moy • 
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he p•ynble on the like article the produce or mam1faoturo ohny other country, 
nor will any prohibition be maintained or impo.se~ on the importA.tion of any 
article the produce or mannfnr.tnre of the domnnons nnd posscsstons of Her 
Majeaty, which shall not equally extend to the importation of the like artiolea 
being the produce or ma.nllfu.cture of any other coun~ry. 

ARTICLE XXV!. 
, All persons other than notiveg conforming themselves to the laws of the 

TratJsvnal StAte (a) will hove full liberty with their families to enter, trnvol, 
or reside in any part of tho Trnosi'Ml State; (b) they will bo entitled to hire 
or possC>ss houses, mnnufacture.s, warehouses, shops, and premises ; (c) thoy 
may carry on their commerce either in pernon or by any agent. whom tboy 
may think fit to employ; (d) they 1vill not be subject in respect of their J>ersons 
or property, or in rc..11pcct of their commerce or industry to any taxe..~t 1 whether 
general or local, other than those which are or ""Y be 1m posed open Transvnal 
citizens. 

ARTICI.B XXVII. 
All inhabitants of the Tran•vnal shall have free access to the Courts of 

Justice for the protection and dcfonce of their rights. 

ARTICLE XXVIII. 
All perilons other than natives who established their domicile in the 

Transvaal between tho 12th day of April, 1877, and the date when this Con· 
ventios comes into effect, and who sha.ll within twelve months after such 
Jnst·meutioned date have their names registered by the British Resident, 
shall bo exempt from all compulsory milit.ry service wllatever. The Resident 
shall notify such registration to the Government of the Transvaal State, 

Alt'I'ICU XXIX. 
Provision shall hereafter be made by • separate instrument for the mutual 

ext.radition of criminals, and also ror tl1e surrender of deserters from Her 
Majesty's forces, 

ARTICLE XXX. 
All debts contracted since the annention will be fayable in the same 

currency in which they mny have been contracted; al uncancelled posm"• 
and other revenue stnmfs issued by the Government since the annexation wfll 
remain valid, and wil be accepted at their present value by tile futuro 
C:o,·ernment of the State; all licenses dnly issued since the annexation will 
remain in force during the period for which they may have been issued, · 

ARTICL~ XXXI. 
No grants of land which m•y [~ave been made, and no transfer of mortga"• 

which may have been pa.'~scd sinco the annexation, will be invalidated Gy 
rpnson merely of their haYing been tnado or pnssed since that date. All 
tmn•fm to the British Secretary for N ativc Alfairs in trust for natives will 
rcmnin in force, the ~"ative Location Commission taking the p)ace of such 
Secretary for Native Affairs. , 

ARTICLE XXXII. 
This Con,cntion will be ratified by a ncwly-eleotcd Volksraod within tho 

period of three montl1"1 after its execution, and in default of such rl\tilication 
this Convention shall he null ami void. 
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ARTHiLll XXXIII. 
Forthwith, after the ratification of this Convention,' as in the last preceding 

Articlo mentioned, all Dritish troops iu 1'rnnavaul t(:rrito1y will leave tho 
same, nnd tho mutual delh·ery or munitions of war will bo curried out. 
Articles end. Here will follow signu.t.m·es of Royal Commissioners, then tho 
following to precede sif:,'llt\turcs of tl'iumvirntt\ 

'Ve, tho unde1'Signed, Stcphauus Johanul's l'anlus 1\J;uger, Martinus 'Vessel 
Pretorius, and l)en·us Jacobus Joubert, as rcpr~cntatives of the Tra.nsva.n.l 
Burghers, do hereby agree to a.ll the ·,~bovo conditions, l'Oscrvu.tions, nud 
limitatim1s under which ~elf-government has been restored to the iuhubitnuts 
of the Transvaal wnitory, subject to the suzerainty of Her Mnjesty, her heirs 
and successors, and we n.~rce to v.ccept the Government of the suid territory, 
with all rights a.nd obligdions thereto llppertnining, on the 8th tluy o£ 
Aut.'1.1St; and we promise <~lid uudertuke that this Convention shall be nltific•l 
by a ncwly.electcd Volksr .. d of the Transvaal State within threo months 
from this date. . 

APPENDIX B 

LONDON CONVENTION 

A CoNVENTION BETWEEN H~:a MAmsu -rnH QUEEN oF THR UNITED 
KINGDOM ·oF Gn&A'r lliUTA!ll AND lllnwD AND TB& SoUTH 
AFRICAN REPUBLIC 

Februartj, 1884. 

Whereas the Government of the Transvaal State, through its Delegates, 
consisting of Stcphanus Johnnnes Paulus Kruger, Prcsideut of the said State,· 
Stephnnus Jacobus Du Toit, SuporiJ,tondent of Education, and Nicholas 
Jacobus Smit, a member of the Yolksraad, have represented tho.t tho Con· 
vcntion signed at Pretorio on the 3rd day of .Anglll!t, 1881, and rntificd by 
the VolksrMd of the said State on tile 25th October, 1881, contains ccrtnin 

1 provisions which are inconvenient, and imposes burdens and obligations from 
which the su.id State is desirous to be rclic\·ed, a.nd that the 'south-western 
boundaries fixed by tho said Convention ahould·he amended, with a view to 
promote the fl<'""" and good order of the said Stnte, and of tho countries 
adjacent thereto; and whereas He•· ~1ajesty tho Queen of tho United l<ing· 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland bas been pleased to take the said repro· 
scntations into 'oonsidcratiofl: Now, therefore, Hel' .Majesty has been pleasctl 
to direct, and it is hereby Jeclnrcd,-that the following articles of a new 
Convention, signed on bchnlf of Her Majesty by Her Majesty's High Com· 
missioner in South Africa, the Ri~ht Honourable Sir Hercules George Robert 
Robinson, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Distinguished Order of St. Michael 
and St. George, Governor of the Colony of tho Cape of Good Hope, and on 
behalf of the Transvaal State (which shall hereinafter be called tho South 
African Republic) by the above· named DelrFates, Stephanus Johannes Paulus 
Kn1gor, Stcphanns Jncobus du Toit, and NICholas Jacobus Smit, shall, when 
ratifi•d by tho Volksraad of the South African Republic, be substituted for 
the articles embodied in the Convention of 3rd August, 1881 ; which lotte~·, 
pending such r&tification, shall continue in full force and etfect. 

11 
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ARTICLES •. 
' ARTICLE I, 

Tho Territory of tho South Africon Republle will embraeo tho land lying 
between tho following bouudarill.9, to wit: · · • . · . . . 

Bo<riuuing from tho point whcro the nortb.cnstern boundnry liue of Griqua· 
lanu \vest meets the Vnnl Ri1•cr, up tho course of the Vnnl H.1vcr to tho point 
of junction with it of the Klip River; thcnco up the com•• of the Khp Rwer 
to tho point of junction with it of the stream O&llcd Gansvlci; thence up the 
Gansvlci sb·cnm to its source in tho Drakensborg; then co to n bcocon. in the 
boundary of Natal, situated inuncdiatcly opposite and closo to tho source of 
tho Gansvlci stream; thence iu • north·easterl,r direction along tho ridge or 
tho Drnkensbcrg, dividing the waters Bowing:, mto. tho Gonsvlei stream from 
the waters flowing into tho sources or the llUifalo, to • bcaoon on a point 
whore this mountain cci!Scs. to be a oontinllOus chain; thence to a beacon on 
a plain to tho north • ....,t of the last described beacon ; thence to the nearest 
souroe of a small stream celled 'Division Stream'; thcnr.o down this division 
stroam, which forms tho southern boundary of the farm Sandfontcin, the 
pMperty of blem/1. Meek, to its junction with theColdstrcam; thence down 
the Coldstrcam to its junction with the Buffalo or Umzinyati River; thence 
down the course of the Buffalo River to tho junction Wlth it of tllo. Blood 
River; thence up tho course of the Blood River to tho junction with it of 
Lyn Spruit or Dudusi ; thence up the Dudnsi to its source ; thence 80 yard• 
to Bca. I., eituated on a s~nr of the N'Qaba·Ka-howana Mountains; thence 
80 yards to tho N'Sonto R1vcr; thenoo down tho N'Sonto River to its junction 
with the White Umvulozi River; thence up the 1\"hite Umrulozi !liver to 
a white rock where it rises; thenco 800 yards to Kombula Hill (Bco. II.\; 
thence to the source of the Penwana River, where the ro•d from Kambu a 
Camp to Burgers' Lager crosses; thenco down the Pomvana River to its 
junction with the Bivaua River; thonce down the Bivona River to its junction 
with the Ponl!.olo 1\iver: thence down tho Pongolo River to whore it passes 
through tho uibombo Range ; thence along the summits of the Libombo 
Rarigo to the northern point of the N'Yawos Hill in that ran go (llea, XVI,); 
thence to the northern peak of the !nkwakwen.i Hills (Boa. XV,); thence to 
Scfuuda, a rocky knoll dotaohed from and to tho north.cast end of the White 
Koppill.9, and to the south of the blusanA Rim (Boo. XIX.); thonce to a 
r•oiut on the slope nea~· the crest of blatanjcni, which is tho name given to tho 
south·eastern portion of the Mahomba Hills (Bea. XIII.); thence to the 

. N'gwangwana, a double·pointed hill (one point is bare, tho other wooded, 
the beacon being on tho fOlmcr) on tho lett h•,nk of the Assegni River and 
upstream of the Dadusa Spruit (Ilea, XII.); thenco to the southern point of 
Bendita, a rocky knoll in a plain betwcon the Little Hlozane and Assrgai 
Rivers (Boa. XL); thence to tho hi"hest point of Suluka Hill, round tho 
eastern slopes of which flows the LittYo Hlozane, also Clllleu Luuaka or Mud
spruit (Bca., X.); thence to the beacon known o.s 'Viljoe)\'s,' or N'Duko 
Hill; thence to a point north·cast of Derby Honse, known as Magwazidili's 
Beacon; thence to the lg11bn, asmoll knoll on tho Ung1vcmpisiRiver, nlso called 
• Joube1t's Beacon/ and known to tht nntives o.s 'Piet's Beacon' (Uca. IX.); 
thence to the highest roint of the N'Dhlovudwalili or Houtbosch, a hill ou 
the northern bank o the Umqwompisi River (Boa. VIII.); thence to a 
beacon on the only fiat. topped roclc, about 10 feet high and about 30 yords in 
cireumfereuoo at its base, situated on the south sido of the Lamsamane range 
of hills, and overlooking the valley of the great Usn to River; . this rock being 
45 yards north of the road fr0m Camden and Lake Bnnagher to the forests en 
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the Usuto River (sometimes called Sandblanas Beacon) (Bca. VII.); thence 
to tho Guhmgwana or lbubulnodi. four smooth bare hills, the highest in that 
neighbourhood, situal<d to tho south of the Umtuli River (llca. VI.) ; thence 
to a flat-topped rock, 8 feet high, on the crest of tho Busuku, a lo1v rocky 
range south-west of thelmpulazi Ri•er (Ilea, V.); thenoe to a low bare hill 
on the north-east of, and overlooking the Imrulazi River, to tho south of it 
being a tributary of the Impulnzi, with a considerable waterfall, and the road 
from tbe river passing 200 yards to the north-wost of the beacon (Ilea. IV.); 
thence to the highest point of the Mapumula ran go, the water-shod of tho 

· Little Usuto river on the north, and the Umpu!azi River on the south, the 
hill, the top of which is a bare rock, falling abruptly towards the LittlolJsuto 

· (Beo. III.); thence to the western point of a donble-pointed rocky hill, yre
oipitous on all sides, called l\!akwana, its top being a bare rock I Bea. I .) ; 
thenco to the top of a rugged hill of considerable -height falling abruptly to 

· the Komati River, this hill being tho northern extremity of the lsilot1rani 
·range, and separated from tho highest peak of the range lnkomokazi (a sharp 
eono) by a deep neck (Bca. I.). (On a ridge in the straight line between 
'Beacol1Bl. and II. is an intermediate beacon.) From lleacon I. tho boundary 
·runs to a hill across the Komati River, and thence along tho crest of the 
rango of hills known as the Mnkongwa, which rnnsnorth-euotand south-west, 
to J{amhlubana Peak: thence in a straight line to Mananga, a point in the 

. Libombo rango, and thence to the nearest point in the Poi•tuguese frontier on 
the Libombo range; thence along tho summits of tho Libombo range to the 
middle of the poort where the Komati River passes through it, called the 
.lowest Komati Poort; thence in a north bf easterly direction to Pokioens 
Kop, situated on the north side of tho Olifant s River, where it I'"'" through 
the ridges; thence about north-north·west to the nearest pomt of Serra di 
Chioundo ; and thence to the junction of the Pafori River with the Limpopo 
or Crocodile River; thence up the course of the Limpopo River to the point 
where the Mariquc River falhl into it. · Thence up the course of the Murique 
RiTer to 'Derdo Poort,' where it posses throu~h a low renge of hills, called 
Sikwane, a beacon (No. 10) being erected on tne spur of said range ncar to, 
and westward of, the banks of the river ; thence, in a straight line, through 
this bcn.oon to a beacon (No. 9), erected on the top of tho same range, about 

.1,700 yards distant from beacon No. 10; thence, in a straight line, to a 
beacon (No, 8) erectod on the highest point of an isolated hill, callod Dikga
gong, or 'Wildebeest Kop,' situ. ted south-eastward of, and about 3h miles 
distant from o. h:igh hill, called Moripe : then en, in a straight line, to a beacon 
(No. 7) erected on the summit of an isolated hill or 'koppie' forming the 

: eustern eitremity of the rango of hills called· Moshweu, situatod to the 
northword· of, and about two miles distant from, a large isolated hill oellcd 
Clmkudu-Chochwa; thence, in a otraight line, to • beacon (No.6) erected on 
the summit of a hill formi~g part of the same range, Moshwen ; thence, in • 
etraioht line to a beacon (~o. 5) erected on tho summit of & pointed hill in 
the s':.me ra~ge; thence, in a ~traight line, to a beacon (No, .4) orcct;d on _the 
summit of the western. extrcmttyof the sn.me range; thence, m a stro.xght hne, 
to a beacon (No. 3) erected on tho summit of tho northern extremity of slow, 

· bushy hill or 'koppie,' nenr to and eostward of tho N otwnne River ; thence, 
in a straigbt line, to tho junction of tho stream called Metsi-Mash1vare with 
the Notwane River (No.2); thence up tho course of tho Notwane River to 
Songoma, being the poor\ where tho river p.,ses through tho Dw&rsbarg 
range· thence as described in tho Award given by Lieutenant-Governor 
•J{cate' dated October 17, 1871, by l'itlang:myano (nn1·row place), Deboag>nk& 

· ·or Scl;aapkuil Sibaloul (hare placo), and Muclnsc, to Ramatlabama, • r.ool on 
'a spn1it north of the Molopo River. From Rumntlubamn the boundary shall 
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run tA> the summit of an isolated hill called Leganka; thence, in • straight 
line

1 
passing north.ea.st o.r a. .N a.tive Station, nca.r .' Bnnrman 's Drif~,' on the 

Molopo River, to that pomt on tho road from ~losrega to the old drrft, where 
a road turns out through the Native Station to the new drift below; thence 
to 'Buurman1S Old Drift'; theuco, in a straight line,- to a marked. and 
isolated clump Of treP.S Df'..af to a.nd north-west of the dwelling-house of 
C. Austin, a tenant on the fann ' Vleifontein,' No. 117 ; thence, in a strai~bt 
line1 to the north-western corner beu.con- of .the fa.nn 1 Mooimeisjesfontctn,' 
·No. 30: thence along the westentlinc of the said farm 1 Mooimeisjesfontcin;' 
and in prolongation thereof as far a.~f the road leading from 'Ludik's Drift/ 
on the .Molot)o River, past tho bomestcud of 1 Mooimcisj~fontcin,' towards 
the Salt Pans near Harts River; tbence, along the said rond, crossing the 
direct roa<l from Polfontoin to Sehuba, and until the direct road from Polfon· 
tein to Lotlakane or Pietfontein is reached ; thence, along the southern edge 

· of tho !n.st-named road tA>wards Lotlakanc, until the first garden ground of 
·that station is reached; thence, in a south-westerly direction, skirting Lotla· 

kane, so as to leave it and all its ~arden ground in native territory, u.ntil the 
- road from Lotlakane to Kunn.na. 1s reached; thence along the cast S1do, and 

clear of that road towords Kun.na, until the garden grounds of that station 
are reached >.thence, skirting Kunnna, so M to include it and all its garden 
wound, but no rnore, in the Tmns,·aal, until the road from Kunn.na. to 
},famusa. is reached ; thence, along tho eastern side ·und clear of the road 
towards Mn.musa, until a road turns out tO\o;-ards Taungs; thence, along the 
ea.stern side and clear of the road towards Tnnngs, till the line of the district 
known 11.'1 ' Stellaland • is l'Cilchcd, about 11 miles from Tanngs ; thence along 
the line of tho district Stellnland to the Hart. River, about 24 miles below 
AbmnS& ; thence; across Hart. Riv<r, to the junction of tho roa~s from 
:Manthe a.nd Phokwa.ne l ·thence, along the western side and clear of the . 
nearest road wwards 'Koppio Enkel/ an isolated hill about 36 miles·from 
Alamosa, and about 18 miles north of Christiana, and to tl1e summit of the 
said hill; thence, in a straight line, to that point on the north-east- boundn1·y 
of Griqualand West as beaconed by A!r. Surveyor Ford, where two farms, 
registered as Nos. 72 and 75, do meet, about midway between the VMl and 
Harts Rivers, mea.surerl along the said boundary ofGriqnalllnd 'Vest; thence 
to the first point where the north·ea.st boundary of Gri.qualand West meet. 
the Vaal River. . · · · · 

AR'TICLE II. 

The Governn10nt of the South African Republic will strictly adhere w the 
bonndaries defined in the first Article of. this Convention, and will do its 
utmost to prevent any of its inhabitants from making nny encroachments 
upon lands beyond the said boundaries. The Government of the South 
Africu.n Republic will u.ppoint Commissioners upon- the eastern o.nd western 
border~. whose duty it will be strictly to guard against irregularities and all 
trcs~sing OYer the boundtuies. Her Majesty's Government will, if neces~ 
sary, appoint Commissioners in the na.tire territories outside the~astcrn and 
~·estern borders of the Sooth AfriCA.n Republic to maintain order and prev<'nt 
encroachments. .. , 

Her Majesty's Government and tho Government of· the South Africall' 
RopulJlic will each appoint a pmon to proceed together w beacon off the 
amended oouth-west bound•ry as described in Artfelo 1 of this Convention • 

. and the President of !he Orange Free State shall be requested tA> appoint ~ 
referee to whom the sar~ persons shall refer any questions on which they may 
d1su.grec rcspectmg the mterpretatlOb of the Mid .Article, and the decision o( .. 
such referee thereon shall be final. The al"!"angement already made, under the 
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terms of Article 19 of tl1e Convention of Pretoria, of tl1~ 3rd August, !881, 
between the owners of the farms Grootfontcin and Va.Jleifontein on the one 
bond, and the Bnrolon~ authorities on the other, by which a fnir share of the 
~·nter·supply of the sa1d farms shall be allowed to flow undisturbed to the 
anid Barolongs, shall continue in force. · 

AnTioLE Ill. 
If a British officer is appointed to reside at Pretoria or elsewhere within the 

South African Rcrublic to aisoharg•functions atonlogous to those of a Consular 
?fiicer, he will receive the protection and assisumce of the Republic. 

AltT!CLl!l IV. 
· The South African Republic will conclude no treaty or cn~ement with 

any State or nation other than the Orango Free State, nor with any native 
· tribe to the eastward or westward of the Republic, until the samo has been 
. approved by Her M!ljrsty tlJO Qurcn. 

Such approval shall he considered to have been granted if Her Majesty's 
Government sltall not, within six months after receiving a copy of such treaty 
(which shall be delivered to them immediately upon it.s completion), have 
notified tl1at the conclusion of such treaty is in conflict with tho interests of 

· Great Britain or of any of Her Majesty's possessions in South Africa. 

ARTICLE V. 
Tho South African Republic will be liable for any balance which may stiU 

. remain due of the debta for which it was liable at the date of Annexotion
to wit, the Cape Commercial Bank Loan, .the Railway Loan, and the Orphan 
Chamber Debt-which debts wiU be a fi1~t charge upon the. tevenues of tho 
Republic. The South African Republic will, moreover, bo liable to Her 
A!ojcsty's Government for £250,000, which will be a second charge upon the 

.· revenues of the Republic. - . . ; 

' ARTICLE Vl. 
Tho debt due as aforesaid by the South African Republic to Hor Majesty's 

Govemmont will bear interest at tho rate of three and a half per cont. from 
· the date of the ratification of this Convention, and shall be repeyable hy a 

payment for intereat and Sinking Fund of sil: pounds and ninepence per £!00 
per annum, which will extinguish the debt in twenty-five years. The said 

·payment of six pounds and ninepence per £100 shall be payable haJf.ycnrly 
m British currency at the close of each half-yenr from the date of such mtifi· 
cation : Provided always that thc·South African Republic shall be nt liberty 
at the close of any half·year ro pay off the whole or any ·portion of the out;. 
standing debt. -

. · Interest at the rate of three and a half per cent. on tho debt as standing 
. under the Convention of Pretoria shall as heretofore be paid to the date of the 
ratification of this Convention, · 

; • ARTICLE Vll. 
All persons who held property in the Transvaal on the 8th day of August, 

1881, and still hold the same, will continue to enjoy the rights of property 
which they have enjoyed since tho 12th April, 1877. No person who baa 
remained loyal to Her Majesty during the late hostilities shall suffer any 
molestation by reason of his loyalty; or bo liable to any criminal prosecution 
or oivil action fot any port taken in connection with such hostilities; and all 

'· •uch persons will have full liberty to reside in tho country, with cnjoytucnt of 
all civil righta, and protection for their persons nnd proparty. 
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ARTICLE VIII. 

The South African Re~ublic renews tl10 declaration made in the ·s.~d Ri,ver 
Convention, and in tho Convont.ion of Pretoria, that no sluvcry or apprenbc~· 
ship partaking of slavery will be tolorntcd by the Government of the satd 
Republic. • 

ARTIOLE IX. 
There will continue to be complete freedom of religion and protection from 

molestation·for all denominations, provided tho same bo not inconsistont with 
mornlity and good order; and no disability ~~all att . .U:h to a~y person In 
regard to rights of property by reason of the rohg10us optmons whtch he holds. 

AnTtOLB ·x. 
· The British Ollicor appointed to reside in tho South African Rcp.ub.lic 'Yill 

receive every sssistance from the Government of the satd Repnbhc m maktng 
due provision for the proper care nnd preservation of tho graves of such of 
Her Majesty's Forces as havo died in the Transv .. l ; and, if need be, for the 
appropriation of land for the purposo. 

ARTICLE XI. 
'.An grouts or titles issued ot any timo by tho Transv .. J Government in 

respect of land outside tho boundary of the South African Republic, as defined 
in Article I., shall be considered mvalid and of no effect, except in so far as 
any snch grout or title relates to land that falls within tho boundary of tho· 
South .Africs.n Republic ; and all persons holding any such grant so considered 
invalid and of no effect will receive from the Government of the South 
.African Republiosuchcompensation, either in land or iu money,astho Yolks· 
raad shall determine. In all cases in which any Native Chiefs or other 
authorities outside the said boundaries have received any adequate consider•· 
tion from the Government of the South African Republic for land exclndod. 
from tho Transvnal by the first Article of this Convention, or where permanent 
improvements have been made on the. land,. the. High Commillsioner will 
recover from tho native authorities fair compensation for the loss -of the land 
tl'"' excluded, or of the permanent improvements thereon, 

AltT!CLI! XII; 

l'lle independenee of tlto Sw112is, within the boundary line of Swaziland, as. 
indieatod in tho first Article of this Convention, will be fully rooognised .... · 

.bTICLl! XIII. 
Except in pursuance of any treaty or engagement made . .,. provided in 

Article 4 of this Convention, no other or higher duties sha!l be imposed on 
the importation into the South African Republic of any article coming from 
·any part of Her Majesty's dominions than are or may be imposod on tho Jiko 
article coming from any other ,Place or country; nor will any prohibition be 
maintained or imposed on the unportation into the South African Republic of 
any article coming from any part of Her b!ajesty's dominions which shall not 
equally extend to the like orticle comi~• from any other place or country . 
.And in like_m~nncr the same treat~ent shall b~ given to a~y article coming 
to Groot Bntam from the South .Afncan Repubhc as to the like nrtic!o com in• 
from any other place or country. 0 

These proYisions do not preclude tho consideration of special nrra.ngcmonbJ 
as to import duties and commercial relations between the South AfriCdn 
Repllblio an~ any·of Her Majesty's ct·!onies or possessions. 
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ARTICLE XIV. 
AU persons, other than natives, conforming themselves to the lows of tho 

South African Rcpuhlic (a)will hove full liberty, ~·ith their fnmiliea, to enter, 
travel, or r<Siuo in any port of tho South .African Republic;· (b) they will b• 
entitled to hire or possess houses, mnnnfactories, warehouses, shops, and 
premises ; (c) they may corry on their commerce either in person or by any 
agents whom they mny think fit to employ; (d) they will not be subject, in 
respect.of their pcriions orprofel'ty, or in respect of their comrnot·co oriuU.ustry1 

to any taxes, whcthor genera or local, other than those which are or may IJo 
imposed upon citizens of the said Republic. 

ARTICLE XV. 
All persons, other than natives, who established their domicile in tho Trans

vaal between tho 12th day of April, 1877, and tho eth August, 1881, and who 
within twelve months after such !not-mentioned date bvo hod their nomos 
re~istered by the lll'itish Resident, shall be exempt from all compulsory 
military service whatover, . 

, . AuriCLE XVI. 
Provision shall hereafter be made by a separate instrument for the mutual 

extradition of criminals, and also for the surrender of deserters from Her 
Majesty's Forces. , ... · 

'ARTICLE XVII. 
All debtS contracted between the 12th April, 1877, and tho 8th August, 

1881, will be payable in the same currency in which they may have been con· 
tracted. · 

. ARTICLE XVIII • 
.No grants or land wllich may have been made, and no trnnsrers or. mort· 

gages which may havo been pnsscd bet••een the 12th April, 1877, and tho 
8th August, 1881, will be invalidated by reoson merely of their having been 
modo or passed between such dates. · · 

All t111usfors to thellritish Secretary for Native Affairs in trust for natives 
will remain in force, on oflicor of the South African Republic taking tho place 
of such Secretary for Native Affairs. · · · 

AnTICLE XIX. 
Tho Government of the South African Republic will engage faithfull? to 

fullil the assurances given, in accordance with tho laws of the South Afrtcan 
Republic, to the natives at the Pretoria Pitso by the Royal Commission in tho 
prc.cncc of tho Triumvirate and with theirentiro assent, (1) os to tho freedom 
of the natives to buy or otherwise acquire land under certain conditions, (2) 
as to the appointment of a commission to mark ont native locations, (3) as to 
the access of the natives to the courts of law, and (4) as to their being allowed 
to move freely within the country, or to ]cove it for any legal purpose, under 
a poss system. · 

Anm;u XX. 
This Convention will be ratified by a Volksrnnd of the South African 

Republic within tho poriod of six months after its execution, and in default of 
such ratification this Convention shall be null and void. . 

Signed in duplicate in London fhis 27th day of Feuruory, 188!1. 
· HERCULES ROBINSON 

S. J .. P. KRUGER. 
S. J, DU TOIT, 
N.J. SA!IT. 
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·APPENDIX C 
PRESIDENT KRUGER'S AFFAIRS IN THE RA4DS 

1889. 
PRESIDENT, 

/ltly.-llis Honour accerts o loon of £7,000 from the Ststo funds at 24 per 
cent. interest (cUITcnt rate being about 6 per cent.). . 

!890. 
July 4.-Tho Pr.F.SIDENT said: Mr. Taljnard yesterday threw in my tcrth 

that I took ndvuntngc of my position to Lone lit my own r~;~lations. I nssuro 
yon tlu1.t I ho.vc not dono anythiug of the kind. Unfortmu\t.dy 1 ouo of my 
relatives who is a. spcculn.tor has got a concession, wldt~h I mn in duty 
bound to carry out. But I al,J deeply grieved tlmt Mr. Taljaurd said "''l!1't 
he did sn.y. In futnre, I can assure you not a single memLcr of my fllnuly 
shall receive u siuglo office. I will not even make one of them a constable. 
I have childron myself, but I have left them on tho farm rather than put 
them in olfice to draw money from tho State. 

1891. 
Jlay.~In answer too. requost that President Krnger would allow· his nn.me·to · 

be used as patron of • ball in honour of Her Majesty's bh·thduy: 

Sm, 
In rej•ly to your favour of the 12th instant, requesting me to ask His 

Honour t te State President to consent to his no.me bohJ,!.{ usod as n patron 
of e. ball to be given at Johannesl,urg on tho 26th inst., I have been 
instructed to infonn you that His Honour considers a ball o.s.lla.u.l's sen·ice, 
Cor which rMSon the Lord ordered ~loses to kill all oft'enders; and as it is 
thcrclore contrary to His Honour's ]ll'inciplea, His Honour cannot consent 
to the misuse of his name iu such connection. 

I ha.vo, etc., 
F. EJ.O>'F, 

1892. Pr. SccrctaT1J. 
FIRST RAAD. 

PRESIDENT. 

Jlay 24.-It was resolved that a dam be constructed on the President's fal'lll 
'Gcduld' at a cost of £4,500, at the expen34 of the l'reasury. 

SECOND RAAD. · 
Tho Public Works Department report tl~at the road ooross the President's 

farm 'Gcduld,' estimated to cost £1,500, l>ad actoally cost £5 000. Mr. 
liE VEil stated that this road wns of absolutely no uss to anyone but tho owuor . 
of the farm I 

FIRST RAAD. 
Jun< 15.-Letter from Mr. Mare, Deacon, on behalf of tho United Church 

Pretoria, complaining that of the t\vclve crven given l1y Oov('rnmont to th~ 
Church, they had been deprived of four, which had been handed over to tho 
President's Church, tho Gerevoonncde or Dapper, and two of these had 
n,gain been transferred to tlte President himself. 

JuJU ~6.-After a lengthy discll!lsion it II'"" resolved that tho President is 
entirely exonerated. The Raad further ex~Mscd its disawroval of tliio 
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conduct of a Christian Ohurch, whose duty it should be to foster Ohristian 
love, and set an example to the burghers. 

FIRST RAAD. 
A'!fl""l 2.-~ m_emoria\ WIIS rend from ,Li;htenburg, Pr:>Ying for a strin~ent 

~nvesbgahon mto the Report of tho Esttmntes Commttkle of 1890, in which 
1t was stnt<;d thnt of £140,000 spont on the Pretoria streets, vouchera for 
£22,000 waro missing. The Raad decided, on the President's stating that 
.nothing WIL'J wrong with the accounta, W send the roemorialist8 a copy of 
tho resolution of last y~ar. 

1893. 
July 17.-The PRF.IliDENT enid it WIIS sim)'lY murdering the erection of 

factories to say there should be no concessions, He denied that factories 
could be c:~cted without concessions. If the Rnnd wi•hcd to throw out all 
concessions, well and good. That simply meant the fostering of industries 
in other countries. · 

. 8T ANDS SCANDAL.' . 

August 3.-Tho PRESIDENT said that speculation, when fairly conduotcd, was 
justifiable, and tllOl Government had act.d according to tho cireumstancss, 
and in tho interests of the Sta.te. Tho Government had no privo.te interests 
. in view, but thought the sale \VIIS quite justifiable. 

The Minister of Mines \VIIS then attacked for granting st&nda to Road 
ofllcials when highor offm had been made. 

·.APPENDIX D 

VOLKSRAADDEBATES 
&tradil frtmt tlul PubliaMd Rcporn 

1889. 
Jfay 8.-0n the application of the Sheba G. l!. Co. for t•lrmission to erect an 

aerial tram from the mine to the mill, · 
lfr. GnonLAAR asked whether an aerial tram WIIS a balloon, or whether 

it could fly through the ait. · 
The only objection that the Chairman had to urge against granting tho 

tram was that the Company had an English name, and that with so many 
Dutch ones available. 

Mr. TAWAAl<D objected to tho word 'lJOrticipecrcn' (participate) as not 
l>eing Dutch, and to him unintelligible : ' I can't believe tho word is Dutch, 
Why have I never come across it in the Bible, if it is 1' 

J'l£ne 18.-0n tho o.pplication for a concession to trent to.ilings, 
Mr. TAJ.JAARD wished to know if tho words' pyrites' and' eoneontrnOOs' 

could not be translated into the Dutch lang11age. Ho could not understand 
whnt it me'ant. He had gone to night·sc:h.ool as lon~ o.s he ~ad been in 
Pretoria a.nd even now he COilld not explmn everythmg to hts burghcl's. 
Ho tho~ght it a shnme that big hills should bn mado on grountl unrlcr 
which there might be rich reefs, and which in future mi~ht be required for 
a market or outspan. He would support the recomrnenuation on condition 

- l By this nnme is known the series o'f transactions in which Government 
land in Jo},anncsburg w .. sold out of hand to certain private individuals at • 
nominal figure, many thoUllands of pounds below_ the then market val~e. 
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that tho name of tho quartz should bo tronslat.d into Dutch, as there 
· . might be more in this than somc.of them imagined. : . · 

. . . 
• REDUCTION OF D!POI\T DUTIES ON EATABLES, . 

J"""' 20.-Mr. WOLMAIIA.NS B:lid the diggcrn simply did not want to buy 
from tho Boors;. thoro was· plenty of meat and bread in tho land, and the 
Boern could not get good prices for their cattle. . • • · . ·, · 

Mr. VAN HEEP.DEN could not see how the inhabitanta of th% State would 
benefit in the lca.st by lowering tho tori II. 

Messrs. LoMDAAUD and WoLMAr..u:s both declared thot when duties were 
at their highest, groceries, eto., were at their cheapest. . 

Mr. TALJAAnD thought that members who were in favour oflowering tho 
tariff did not act for the benefit of tl10 country. 

-1890. 

May 29.-A discllS.'Iiou'or considerabio ion~ took plaoe on a petition from 
burghel'll of Gatsrand, Potchefstroom district, praying that at least two
third. of the Government money now lying idle. in tho bonk$ shonld be 
given out to &h>riculturists ns loon$, and the remainder for other purposes. 

July 2.-His Honour was asked-why he did not suppross all sweepstakes and 
r~Wee. . . ; ' · · _ · - :r• · 1: . ~ 

The PRESIDENT said gambling and lotteries were in, conflict with the 
Word of God, but it. was also tho duty of man to ·havo exeroise, and to 
exercise his horses. , For that reason an exception had· been· made in the 
Bill as to horne. races,· eto,: , , , , · 

INCREASE 0~ OJ'P'iOIA.:J:S~ 8A..LA.axES. t . 

July 7.-The PRESIDENT support.d the increase. He promised the Raad
and he had done this before-that whenever there W88 a falling off in the 
revenue, he would at once reduce the salaries. He had said this before, and 
if members did not believe him, let them call him a lier at once. · . 

1891. 
SECOND R!AD.' · 

J,.... 5.-Mr. EasELXN objected to minutes not being' full enough. : . 
· . Mr. TALJAARD accused Mr. Esselen of insulting the Rnad. -

· A discussion ensued on minutes, in which.certain proposals which· had 
been rejected had not been incorporated. Several members eaid that the 
incorporation of proposals that had been rejected would entail some members 
being held up to the scorn of tho public. . . . . . , . . . . . 

BSTlllATFJ!, 

J1111t 24.-Two hundred vouchers were found to be nliesing from the yaarly 
accounts, and no-explanation could be given. Also £13,000 had been given 
on loan to tho Boeren Winkel (Boer General Store-a private moreantilo 
venture). · . , · 

July 27.-:Mr, :&!Au maintairled that the Public Worka wore badly adminis· 
to red. 

The PRESIDENT dashed down the papera in front of him and stalked out 
of the Raad, after emphatically denying that money had been wasted, 

July 27.-At the debate on the question of appointing a State financier wlio 
could, among oth?r things, be pcld responsible for the disappsara~ce of 
vouch ern, the Audttor·Gcncral satd that he dtd not want an ofllcial of that 
nature, who would he always snivelling about his books. · · · • 
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OL.!USB 1'\VEN'I'Y·THI\EB OP THII GOLD LAW, 

August 5.'-The PnESIDENT said that owncro of properties bad quite 1mfficicnt 
privileges already, and he diu not want to give thom more. 

Mr. LoMDAAltO said the Gold Fields wantert too much. The revenue 
from the Gold Fields w .. alrea<ly less than tho expenditure. Ho Wll8 of 
opinion that the best course would U. to lot tho Gold Fields go to the devil 
and look after tbemsol vea. · · · . • · · · · · · · 

1892. 
'• I, I 

SECOND RA.AD. 
)Jay 6.-J'rotractcd discussion arose on the Postal Report, the Conscrvativos 

· being opposed to erecting pillar. boxes in Pretoria on the ground that they 
were extravagant tmd cffcmina.to. - · ·.. " 

Oo:11 DYLE (Mr. TALJAAnD) said that he coul<i not see why people wanted 
to be always writing letters. He wrote none himself. In the days of his 

• youth he bad written • letter; and J,.d !lot been afraid to traveltifty miles 
· ' and· more on horseback and by waggon to post it ; and· no1v peoplo com· 

plained if they bad to go ono mile. · · · ' ·. · · · 
I 'I ' 

. FIRST RAAD. 
May 21.-0n tbe question of abolishing the post of Mimtte-Keeper to the 
· · Executive the President fell into a passion with Mr. Lovoday, who thought 

a Minute· Keeper nnneeo.ssary, and left the Raad in a temper. ' . 
Jwn.el8.-The PRI!lSIDENT oaid the reason why ho did not subsidize some 

papera by giving them advertisements waa that tboy did not defend. tho 
Government. It waa the rule evorywhere to give advertisements to papers 
which supported the Government. . · · -

PRESIDENT ANb G.ENEllA.L, 

July 21.-Geneml JonBER'r tendora his resignation as 'Chairman of the 
Chicago Exhibition Committee. He had written again and agoin to the 
President and State Secretary for an intimation of the Government's in ton· 
tion with regard to the amount on the Estimates, but his communications 
were treated with silent contempt. , 

The PRESIDENT made a Ion• speech, in which he eaid he felt great grief 
at being thus falsely charged by the General, who w .. also a member of tho 
Executive, Still, he would only blc3S those who spitefully used him, and 
would not blaoken the General. · 

SECOND RA.AD. · 
July21.-After the resolutionhad been U:kon on Mr. Van Niekerk's proposition 

regarding compensation for claims not yet worked out (Clause 60 of Gold 
Law), the Pnl!lSIDENT was still speaking, and objecting to the recording of 
Van Niekerk's objection to the passing of tho Gold Law Clause Amendment, 
when Mr. EssELE!I called • Order, Order I' several times. 

' · The Pni!SIDENT enid ho was insulted by llr. Esselen, and would with· 
draw unloss he apologized. 

The Road adjourned, as Mr. Esselen refused. 

FIRST RAAD. 
lOCUST l!:X'l'ERMINATWN', 

July 21.-!!r. Roos said locusts were a plague, lis ih the days of King Pharaoh 
scut by God, and the couutl'y would assuredly be loaded with shame aud 

' obloquy if it tried to raise its band agoinst the mighty hand of tbe Almighty, 
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Messrs. DEOLERQ and STEENKAMP spoke in the same strain, quoting 
largely from tho Scrij>tnres.- · · 

The CHAIRMAN ro ated a true story of a man whoso farm wu.s always 
spared by the locusts, until one day he caused aome io Lo killed. His farm 
was then devOiltated. · . 

Mr. StOOP conjured the membere not to constitute tbemaolvos terrestrial 
gods and oppose the Almighty. .. · . · 

Mr. LucAs llEY&I\ raised a •tonu by ridiculing the arguments of the 
forruer apeakere, and comparing tbe .locusts to beasts of prey which they 
destroyed. . 

blr. LADUSCUAGNB was violent. He said tbo locusts we,.. quito different 
from beasts of prey. They were a special plague sent by God for thei•· sin· 
fuluess. · . 

July 26.-blr. DE BEEn, attacking the raiiways, said they were already 
beginning to eat the bitt-. fruits of them. He was thinking of trekking to 
Damaraland, and his children would trek still further into the wildm·uess, 
out of the reach of the iron horse. · 

Aug1<Bt 16.-Mr. ·DE BEER said he saw where all the opposition to duties 
came from. It w.., English blood boiling to pi'Otect English .manufaet11res. 

1893 •.. 

June 21.-A ·memonal was read from certain burgh em ofWnterbcrg 'ab~ut · 
children beating their parents, and praying that such children should not 
be allowed to become officials of the State or sit in Volksraad I . 

Mr. DE BEEr., the Member for Waterborg, who in tl.e days of his hot 
youth is said to have given his father a sound thrashing, and is the one 
aimed at by the memorialists, denied all knowledge of the memorial. , 

CHARL~.STOWN EXTENSION.' 

Augu.st 24.-Mr. WoLl!AR,\NS opposed the line, as it would compete with tho 
Delagoa !lay Railway, for which the State wns responsible. 

blr. LE CLEUQ maintained that the Cape Free State line was against the 
interests of the burghers, a.s a tremendous number of cattle were brought 
into the State from outside countries. · 

Mr. MALAN saY.! he would never vote for this line. 
Mr. Roos referred to tho sacred voice of the people, which he aaiJ was 

&gainst railways, · . 
The extension was eventually approved of. 

1894. 

FIRST RAAD. 
Jf~y 14.-A debate !"ok !>lace upon the 0;lauso that mcmbel'9 should appear 

m the House clad Ill broadcloth and haVIn• whtta neckties. 
Mr. JAN DE lll!l!:R complained of the lac'< of uniformity in neckties. 

Some wore & 'fom Thun1b vaiiety, and othe1·s wore aca.rves. This was a 
state of things to be deplored, and he considered that the Rand should put 
its foot down and define the size and shape ~f neckties. · 

JAM. CONCESSION •. 

August 20.-The PRESIDENT said he was against concessions generally apeak· 
Ill:{~ but there were CJlSes wlw.re exceptions should Le made. There wa.s, 
for mstance, the Jam ConC&~SlOU. The manufacture of jam ought to be 
protected. 
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REDUC'rlON OJ POSTAGE FROM 'l'W01'£SC£ 'ro o~ll l'F.NNY THROUGHOUT TilE 

REl'UDLIC, 

Aumt.st 22.-.Mr. WoL~tARANs oppose!l the rcdn<:tion,· sayit,, the Postlll 
De~nrtmcnt would prob•bly show a deficit at the end of u,g y .. r. And 
bes1dcs, who would benefit 1 Certainly not the fanners. 

· 1\-lr. Lo:.rBAAtm nlso was a~ninst the reduction. 
Mr. D& LA lt~v said speculators could alford to pny the present rates of 

pOstage, a.ud as the reduction would only benefit the townspeople, lt't nmtu~rs 
remain unaltered. If he resided in a town and Rp<lCUloted he would he nlole 
to pay tWO}ICllCC, 

·Mr. ScHurrE said the Postal Department was rnn 1\t a. loss at present, 
and if they further reduced tho tad if things would go vory badly with them. 

Reduction rejected, 13 to 9. 

, . .. INCilEASE .OF. REPRESENTATION. 

September 6.-The PllESIDRNT. throughout the debat. maintained that there 
was no adva.ntnge to he gain<'d hy increased roJll'C!Ientation, and that bliSiw 
ncss·coultl be more quickly tra.nsn.cted with a. small unmbcr of memLers •. 
He disagreed with those members who wished to give big towns rcprcscnta· 
tives, as the Raad \'Vould be swamped with town members. 
, After the rejection of vo.rious proposals the PkEsiDF.ST roso nnd )Jointed 
.out it would mean ruination to the conutry if the Raad rer.olrcd to mcrca.se 
the number of the members, and amidst some confusion he left, declining 

·to occupy the Presidential chair, tnuttcdng that the Raad was large enough 

1
already,. a:.;d ig it were incrc~scd it W{)uld be a ~hame .. 

EDUCATION QUESTION. 

September 7.-Thc Committee reported th•t a number of memorials had been 
received, prayin~ that more hours weekly should be devoted to the En0\ish 
langua:;-e. Cuunter memorials had a.lso been received. The Comrmttce 
advisert the R.asui not to grant tho request of mor.e hours for English. . 

Mr. LOMBAARD thought the Raad was hound to refuse tho requCHt, and it 
would Lc useless to discuss the tna.ttcr. . · 
, Mr. D.e: BE.t.tL could see no harJo--in granting the request, in fact, it wo.s 
their dnt.y to do so. 

:hlr. SI'IES considered there was 110 ncr.mo~sity to teach English in tho State. 
Trade did not.require it; and they r.cmld get on very well without Engli~h. 
Let the F.ngliJ\h remain in their own country. 

The PRF..•HDE~T was opposed to extflndillg tho hours. He did not object 
to English being taught, but then it must not interfere with the la.nguaqe 
of tho country to the prejudice of the latter la.ngna.!{e. Ho had schools 
upon his farm, and parents objected. to their children being tnught English 
in those schools. Aft.r • very little while they could wriw Englioh as well 
as or better than their OWil' lan.~1w.ga, and negleet.d Dutch for English. 
The Dutch languuge wuld 11/lt be 11w,intai11C<l agai1.st EII{Jlilih in Cllmpelieion. 

~{r, \VoLMAIIANS a.lso spoke against the English 1an(1uage, sa.ying tho.t if 
they went through the list of those who bad signed tl1e memorial for the 
annexation .of the Transvaal by the English, they would find without 
cxce!Jtion that those who signed were English~spoalcing. He was against 
chile rcn being taught English so early, as when tbay were taught young 
their minds bcco.me poisoned with English views. 

Mr. OTTO agreed with the spirit of the Committee's report. This was • 
Dutch country, with Dutch laws, nnd why should they be 118kcd to exchange 
the Dutch language for the Engli;h 1 What had the English done for the 
count.ry that this should lie asked I 
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Th• CuAmMAN thought many members modo too much of tho English 
language alrcody. One language WM suflicicnt, and if a man was ~ropcrly 
educated in his own tongue that should suffice. • . · 

Mr. LE CJ.ERQ and Mr. P&INSLOO both cautioned the Road against 
foreigu languages in their schools. . · , ·, .. 

Mr. LovEDAY poinwd out the absurdity o1 sa)'lng that the Nahonol 
Independence depended upon onelangun.go only being used, and pointed to 
the American and Swiss l{cpnblics as examples. . · -

Mr. Lo>IDAAitD, in tho course of a ;iolcut speech, said those people who 
wanted English taught in the State·nidcd •chools were aiming at tho indo· 
pendenco of the State. They wanted to bring dissension in the midst of 
burghers by teaching new and wrong ideas, and they be"'me indi~'llant 
because the burghcrsl\'ould not allow, it. He was ashamed that mcrubet~ 
should argue;, favour of injuring their independence: Englillh should not 
be taught in the Statc.aidcd schools. . 

The Jaw remained unnlwrcd by 12 to 10. 

1895. 
July 26.-Tho mattcrofpumhasing diamond drill<! crop pin~ itp; the PRESIDENT 

&lid it wn.s truo that the two industries, miuing (l.Od agncnlture, went hand 
· in hand, but it must be remernbored that every fresh goldfield opened meant 
a fresh stt·cam of peoplo and extra expenses. He hoped the Raad would 
excuse him refernnl! to it, but tho Rand took away the revenue and still 
asked for money, 'l'hcro waa the reduction of postage ; now it was asked 
to spend money on boring-machines, when each new field meant so much 
extra expense. ~lachines for water· boring wcro cheap aJtll not fitted with 
diamonds like those for mining, "'hich requited to be handled by experts. 
It must bo remembered that money voted for agricultural purposes wao 
spent ltcre, while for the guld industry it WM sent awny. The Road muot 
be carcfnl how the money was voted• 

FIRST RAAD. 
FIRING AT THE CLOUDS TO Dlt!NG })OWN R.\IN CONS!))E&EO IMPIOUS. 

August 5. -A memorial was read from Krugersdorp praying tltat the R.Od 
would pllSS n law to prohibit the aendin~ up of bombs into the clouds to 
bring down rain, as it waa a defiance of liod, and would most likely bring 
down a visitation from the Almighty. . · · 

'l'he Memorial Committcareported that they disapproved of such a thing, 
but at the same time, they did not consider they could make a law on the 
subject. , ,. . . . , · , , . ·.· 

Mr. A. D. WOUIARANS soid he was astonished at this advice, and he 
expected better from the Commission, If one of their children fit•ed towards 
the clouds with a revolver thoy would thrnsh him .. Why should they 
permit people to mock ot tho.Almighty in this manner I It was terriLlo to 
co~ template. . He hoped that the Raad would take steps to prevent such 
thmgs happcnmg. . 

The CHAinMAN (who is also a member of the Memorial Commission) soid 
the Commission thought that such things ware only done for a wager. 

Mr. EnAsMUS said they were not dono for a wager, but in real earnest. 
People at Johannesburg actually thought that they could brin11 down the 
rain from the clouds br firing cannons at them. 

Mr. JAN' h[EYER :•ud such things were actually done in Johannesburg. 
Last year during tho drought men were engsged to send cltarges of dynamite 
into tho clouds. They fired from the W anderera' Ground and from el<Je. 



APPENDIX D 311 

where, but without result. Then someone went ·to Gcm1iston nnd fired ot 
& passing cloud, but there wos no rain. Tho cloud sailed away, and the 
heavens became clear and beautifully )Jiue. He had roportOO the matter to 
tho Government. · . , 

Mr. Du TorT (Carolina) said ho had heard that thoro were companies in 
Europe which employed numbers of men to do nothing but shoot ot tho 
oloude simply to bring down tam. It was wondc•·ful that men could think 
of doing such thin"" ; they ought to be prohibited l10ro. Ho did net con· 
eider that the Rand would be justified in passing a law on tho subject, how· 
ever ; but he thought all tho same thnt they should exprE>SS their strongest 
disapproval of such practices. 

Mr. BmKENSTOOK ridiculed the idea of people forcing rain from tho 
clouds. In soma of the Kaffir countries they had witoh·dcctors who triod 
to bring dcwn.rain; whether they succeeded or not was a different mat~r. 
Still, if people wore foolish enough to try and force tho clouds to disoh.rgo 
rsin, tho Legislature ought not to intorfcro to prevent them. He did not 
agree with the idea of firing at the clouds, but did not consider thnt on Act 
sl.ould be passed to prevent it. 

Tho CHAIRMAN said if such things wero actually done-and ho was 
:~mn.ware of it--those who did it ought to ba prevented from repeating it. 

After a further discussion, Mr. A. D. WoL!!AI\AliS moved: 'That this 
Raad, considering tho meinorbl now on tho Order, resolves to agree with 
tho some, and instructs the Govemmcut to tsko tho necessary stops to 
'prevent • repetition of the ccc~rrcnces referred to.' 

SECOND RAAD. 
BARliA!DS. 

· The article for tho abolition of barmaids was dealt with. 
Mr. WATKINS declared himself strongly against such an article. He 

oould not see why females should be prevented from dispensing liquor, 
Such a clause would prevent many respectable young women from making 
& living. ' . : 

Mr. PRETOmus sc.id there were many memorials on this subject, and in 
compliance with the wish expressed therein the article was inserted in the 
·Liquor Low, Of conrse, it"'"' fer the Rand to decide. 
c Mr. RENSBURG spoke strongly "1;'11inst the clonso. Acoording to it tl1e 
proprietor's wife wonld be prevented from going behind the counter., He 
would not deny that there wero some bormaids who were not strictly 
virtuous, but to accuse them ., • class of being dongerons was going too 
for.'· Many of the memorials were signed by women. These memorials 
were drawn by men '"hom he considered were hypocritcs1 and they ought to 
be ashamed of-themselves for their narrow·mindiducss. 

Mr. VAN STADEN said he did not like to tske the bread out or the mQ)lths 
of& great mony women. . · 

l!r. KoENIG suggestOO that they could become chambermaids. 

APPENDIX E 
:MALABOCII. 

S'pt<mblfl' 4.-An Executive resolution was read, ststinz that the Exctntive 
had decided to deprive Malaboch of his righ1:1! of clucftainship, nnd keep 
him in the custody of the Government, and that his tribe be broken up and 
•pprenticed out to burghers, each burgher applying to have one or two 
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f~milies upon payment of £3 per family per annum •. The Executive wiehe_d 
the llaad to approve of this; the Government had the r1ght to do thl8 
nccordin~ to ln.w. This was without prejudice to the trinl bcfor~ the Htgh 
Court. Perhaps when the Kl'ijgsroad assembled it would bo dectded to try 
l1im before the Hiuh Court on charges of murder and rehelhon. 

Mr. JEJ'rR th()u~ht this was a matter for the High Court, and counselled 
the Raad to adopt"that course, giving the chief a public trial. 

The PnF.'I!>ENT soid the Executive acted strictly in accordance with ~he 
law · it was not ne<:c••ory for the Government to send the cage to the Iligh 
Cou~t, as it had the power to rlecidc nn.tive cases .. For instance! in the case 
of Lo Ilcngula and his headmen, they were not tned by any Htgh Court. 

bfr. M EYRR thought they should jlive .hlolaboch • fo.ir trial. · ' 
Finally Mr. MEYER moved, ana l!r. JEPPE seconded, that Executive 

resolution be accepted for notice. . 

APPENDIX F · 
THE GREAT FRANCHISE DEBATE. 

Tho following extract is made from the Report of tho great Franchise 
Debate published in the Johannesburg Star, August 17, 1895: · . 

EXTENSION OP TliJ: P'It.AN'CHISl!:.-MONSTER UITLANDER PETTTJONS.~WUAT 
THE BURGlUtr.s \VlSH. 

Petitions were read praying for the extension of lite franchise, The 
petitioners pointed out that they were all resident• in the Republic, that tho 
increase of the wealth of tho conn.try and the status of the country were duo 
to their energy and wealth, that tho number of the non·eitfrnnchiscd far 
exceeded tho number of tho lmrghors, that taxation was so oJTanged that the 
Jwn-cnfranchised bore four-fifths of the taxes. The rnemorialist.'J pointed out 
that one of the Republican principles was equality, but that notwithstanding . 
the numerously·signcd memorials, tho Raad decided last year to make the 
Franchise Law so stringent that a new-comer could never obtain the franchise, 
and his children could. onlv obtain it under severe conditions. They pointed 
out the danger of this, and prayed for admission under reasonable conditions. 

The petitions came from evory rmrt of the country, including all the Boer 
strongholds, anu some were signcct by influentinl officials. One petitio!l from 
Johannesburg was signed by 32,479 persons, and the tntal signatmes amounted 
to 35,~83. . 

Memorials to the samo effect were r.ad from a large number of faming 
dislricti, signed by 998 full burghers, who were anxious that the fronchise 
should be extended to law.abiding citir.ens. These memorials contained tho 
names of prominent farmers. There were nineteen of th~e Ja.sf;..named 
memorials, four of which came from different ports of the Pretoria district and 
three from Potchefstroom. · · 
. A memorial was read from Lydon burg\ suggesting that ten yearst residence 
m the country and obedience to the law he the qualification. This was si[,'llcd 
by about a hundred bur•bere. · 

A nnmhc~ of memorials were rend from Rustenberg, W'A.terberg, Pict Rctief, 
Utrecht, ~llddelbcrg, Zoutpansherg, und Krugersri~np, sianod by about 500 
b~rghers, stating that. while they valued the friendship of the peace·ahiding. 
Uttlanders, they pctttwned the 1\aad not to extend the franchise or alter last 
year's law. 

A memorial from Krn~ersdorp was to the cll'cct 'tllnt the franchise shonld 
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not be extond?d until absolntoly necessary, and then only in torms of Art. 4 
of the Franchtse l.nw of 18n4. This was signed by thirteen persons. 

One Willi r~ad from tho Apies River and Standerton, prayin~ that the 
olnldren of Utt!anders born here should not be wanted the frnnchise. 

Memorials from other plac.,., with 523 signatures, prayed that tho existing 
Franchise Law sltonld be strictly enforced. 

Several petitions against the prohibition of the Election Committee were 
m~ . . 
· A further memorial from the Rand was reo.d, cont.'liningo 6, Hi2 sih'lmtures1 

pointing ont that they objected to the memorial issued by the National Union, 
nnd they wanted the system of one·mnn·onc.vote and the ballot system 
adopted before they asked for the fronchise. . . • 

THE COKMliTEE'S RltCOMMF.NDATIONS, 

Tho Memorial Committee recommended that the law remain unaltered, 
bee•nse the memorials signed by full burghers requested no extension to toke 
place, 

_Mr. LucAs MEYER, who '\VItS chairman of tl1c Memorial Commis!lion, suh~ 
nutted • report, steting that he wa.s in tho minority, and dilfcred from his 
fellow-committeemen. There was not a. .single member of the Itaad who would 
usa his powers more towards maintaining tho independence of the country 
than himself, but he was fully convineed that the Rand had a.s bounden duty 
to propose an alteration to la.st year's law. Proposals to do so had to emanate 
from tho Raad, A large majority of mcmotialists who prayed for the exten· 
sion were not burghers, but even those. burghers who petitioned the Raad 
against the extension asked the Raad not to tlo so at present .. That showed 
that they were convinced that sooner or later the extension wmtld have to tako 
place-cautiously perhaps, but the exten9ion would come. Even tho com
mittee, the majority of whom were ngain~t him 1 recognised this, He repeated 
that it was his opinion that the time would como. Let tho Raad then submit 
the proposal to the country, and if the majority of the burghers were against 
it, the Raad would have to stood or fall with th• burghers; but at any rato 
they would be acting according to the will of the country, anrl could not bo 
blameil for possible consequcnc.,., Recently the President s ,j.J something 
had to be done to admit a portion of the people who were behind the dam, 
before the stream became so strong that the walls would be washed away and 
the country immersed in water. He hoped tho Rand would favourably 
consider his proposal. ~ . 

Afr. TosEN said that when the proposals came to extend the franchise, such 
proposals had to come from. old burghers, and so far tho old burghers had not 
signified their willingness that this should be done. On the contrary, a largo 
number of them wore. o~ainst it. They did not wish to exclnde the new· 
comers for all eternity, out just now they should make no conc.,.sion. It 
stood to reason that the new·comcrs could not have so much inWrest in tho 
conn try llS the old inhabitants, ' He cautioned the Raad ngainst accepting the 
rccommendntions of Mr. Meyer. It would be wntrary to Rqntblican principles. 
YCA, he repeated it would be contrary to the principl.,. of RepubliCAnism, and 
were new-comers admitted to tho franchise the old burghers would be deprived 
of all their ri~hts. They would not dare to vote or exorcise any of tlteir 
privileges. Those persons who signed the petition for the franchise Raid they 
were peaceful and laW·abiding citizens, lmt they gave a <ign that tky wm Mt 
law abUllng, bf:Ca1($t they were against tht law. Tht Election Law 1uas tMre, 
and tht>t sMttld alJide O!/ it. 

The CnAtnMAN called tho speaker to order, and advised him to keep to the 
point, whether it w~ desirn.ble to ettend tho franchise or not. 
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~Ir. TosEN said he was cut short,· out in a few words he would say that he 
would resist to the bitter end any attempt to alter tho law as it at present 
stood, He spoke on behalf of his constituents nnd !Jim self. 

lli. JEPPE, in the course of his speech, said: Who arc the people who now 
demand from us a. reasonable extension of the franchise j There a.re to begin 
~rith almost a thousand old burghers who consent to such extension. There 
are in addition 890 petitioners, also old burghers, who complain that the 
franchise has beon narrowed by recent legislation, There are 5,100, chiefly 
from the Rand, who ask for extension subject to the ballot, the princi~lo of 
which baa already been adopted by you, and there is lastly a monster pct1tion, 
bearing 35,700 names, chiclly from the Rand goldfields: and in passing I may 
mention that I havo convinced myself that the signntures Ito it, with very 
few exceptions perhaps, are undoubtedly genuine. Well, this petition has. 
been practically signed by tho entire population of the. ll.snd .. There are not 
three hundred people of nny standing whose names do not appear there.· It 
contains the name of the millionaire capitalist on the same page as tl>at of the. 
Mrrier or miner, that of tho owner of hnlf a district ncKt to that of a clerk, · 
a.nd the signature of the merchant v:ho possesseS stores in more than one town . 
of this Republic next to that of the official. It embraces slso all nation·, 
alities' tho German merchant, the doctor from Capetown, the English 
director, tho teacher from the PMr!-thcy all hove signed it. So hove-and 
that is significant-old burghers from the Free State, whose fathers with 
yours reclaimed this country; -nnd it benrs, too, tho signl.\tures of somo who 
have been born in this country, who kno1v no other fatherland than this 
Republic, but whom the law regards as strnngcrs. Then, too, there are the 
new-comers, They have settled for good ; they !Jove built Johannesburg, one 
of tho wonders of the age, now valued at many millions sterling, and wbieh, 
in a few short years, will contain from a hundred to a hundred and fifty 
thousand souls ; they own half the soil, they pay at least three·qunrters of 
the taxes. Nor are they persons whobelon~ to BBubservient raee. They 
come from countries where they freely exerciSed political rights which can 
never be long denied to free-born men. Tiley are, in short, men who in 
eapital, energy and education are at least our equals. All these persons are 
gathered together, thanks to our law, into.one camp. Through our own act 
this multitude, wbicb contains elements which CI'CD the most suspicions 
omonll"t us would not besitate to· trust, is compelled to stand together, and 
so to stand in this most fatal of all questions in antagonism to 1111. Is that 
fliCt alone not sufficient to warn us and to provo how unstatesmanlike our 
policy is I What will we do with them now! Shall we convert them into 
friends, or shall we send them away empty, dissatisfied, embittered I What 
will our answer be I Dare we refer them to the present law, which first 
expects them to wait for fourteen years, and even then pledges itself to 
nothing, but leaves everything to a Volksraad which cannot decide until 
19051 It is a la1v which denias all political rights even to their children 
born in this country. Can they gather any hope from that I Is not the fate 
of the petition of Mr. Justice ~[orice, whose request, however reasonable, 
could not be granted except by the alteration of the law published for twelve 
months and consented to by two-thirds of tho entira burgher population, a 
convincing proof how untenable .is the position which wo have assumed 1 
Well, should we resolve now to refuse this request, what will we do when, as 
we well know must happen, it is repeated by two hundred thousand one day I 
You will all admit the doors must be opened. Whnt will become of us or our 
ehildran on that day, when we shall find"oursclves in a minority of perhnps 
one in twenty, without a. single friend amongst the other ninetcon, amon"!"'t 
those who will then tell us they wished to be brotbers, but that we by ;ur 
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own a<:t ~ade them strangers to tho Republic! Old as the world is, bas an 
attempt hke. ours ?vcr succeeded for long! Shall we say, liS a French king 
d1d,.that tlungs Will last our time, and after that wo reck not tho deluge! 
Agam !IISk what account is to be given to our descendant$ and what can be 
our hope in the future I ' 

Mr. LE CLF.RQ opposed the extension. · 
Mr. JAN DF. Bttlt S>id he could not a<'Tee to the prayer for extension. The 

burghers would decide time enough whe~ the dam wllS too full, or when f1~sh. 
water \\"M wanted. Ilo had gono through tl1e memorlnls, nnd some tho.t· 
w_ish~d o.n extension wero unknown to bim; even those n·ho signod from his 
dtstnct. Very few persons were in fovour of the extension. If tho burghcre 
wisl>ed it ho would give it, ho woulct agree to it. 'l'he people coolly aakcd tho 
Raad to extend the fronchiso to 80,000 persons, men who were not naturalized 
and had nothing to lose. He did not mind extending tho franchise to a' few. 
When it wos a small CAse he did not object, but when it came to giving ••·ay 
their birthright wholesole he kicked. He did not object to give the bnr~hcr 
right to pm= who slwt Kajfir., or, ho h•d bette!' say, persons who went wto 
tho native wnra on behalf of tho Transvaal, becol\se they shod their blood for 
tho country ; but people who come hero only to make money, and that only, 
did not deserve tho franchise. Let them look at that book of signatures on 
tho table with the 70,000 name.. Who 1vero they I (Lou?htcr, and cries of 
'Too much.') Well, 38,000 then. He had 'too much. · They wore the 
pernons, tho millionaires sido by side with mining workers whom 1!r. Jeppe 
spoke of, but where did they find these r,cople side by side I Nowhere I No, 
he would not grant a.n extension of the rnnchise. · 

The PRESIDENT said he wished to say a few words on the suhject, and the 
first thing he had to say wllS that those persoDS who signed tho monster 
petition were unfoithfuland not lnw·ahiding. · ·· 

l!r. JEPPE: I deny that. · 
. The PR«SIDtNT: Yes-I repeat; unfaithful. 
~!r. JEPPE (excitedly): lsny they are not I 
The CHAIR~!AN: Order, order I 
The PRtsiDEXT then endeavoured to ~uolify his romorks by rewerting 

that these people wore dimspcctful ond diSobedient to the hw, because they 
were not naturalized. 'Now,' asked His Horonr-triumphnntly, 'co.n you 
contradict .that! No, you cannot. No one car,. The low aays that they 
must be noturnlized, ann they are not:' Speeches had been made that after· 
noon, llis Honour proceeded, urging that the rich should bo made burghora 
and not the poor. Why not tho poor as well as the rich, if that were the 
case 1 But I1e was against granting any extension, saving in: cases like that 
he mentioned the other day. Those who went on commando were entitled to 
it, but no others. Those pcrnons who showed they loved the country by 
making such sacrifices \vere entitled to the franchise, and they should get it. 
These m3morials were being sent in year by year, and yearly threab were 
made to them if they did not open the flood·gctcs. · If the dam wos full 
before tho walls were washed over, a certain portion of tho water hod to bo . 
drained off. Well, this had been dono in the caso of commando men, They 
were the .clean water \l'hich was drnined off and token into the inner dam, 
which coDSistcd of clean water, but he did not wish to tnke in the dirty water 
also; · No, it had to remoin in tho outer dam nntilit was cleoned and purified, 
The Raad might just as well give away the independence of the country as 
give a.ll these new-comers, these disobedient persons, the fra.nchise. These 
persons knew there was a law, but they wished to evade it; they wished to 
climb the wall instead of going along the road quietly, and' these persons 
should be kept back. Ile earnestly cautioned tho Raad ogaiDSt adopting 
Mr. L. Meyers proposaL . · · 
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Mr. D •. JOITBERT said excitement would not avail them. They had to be 
calm and deliberate. Now, ·what struck him WIL<, first, who would give 
them the assurance, were they to admit the 35,000 pc1•ons who petitioned 
them for the franchise, that they wou!J. maintain tho independence of tho 
country inviolate nnd as a sacred heritage! They hod no guarouteo. He· 
could not agreo with the request of the petition (here tho sptlllkcr became 
excited, &nd, gesticulating violentJr, wntmued), and he would never &o·nnt. 
tho request if the decision was in hts hands. . ·· · 

Mr. A. J. WoLAUHAXS said that his position on this question was that he 
would not bndge an inch., " · . 

Mr. JAN b!EYER itnpngncd the genuineness of the petition, and said he had . 
represented Johannesburg in tho Raad for some time, and could tt!ll them how 
those thinb'> were worked. They were nearly all forgeries. He stated that 
..,. there were only 40,000 people in Johannesburg, it was impossible that 
38,000 of them signed. The1·efore they wore forgeries •. The speaker con •. 
eluded by saying that as long as h• lived he would never risk the iudo •. : 
pendcnce of the country by granting the franchise, euept in =da"u wit!; 
Ike law. ltwasunre .. onablc to ask him to give up his l>recious birthright iu, 
this thoughtless manner. . He could not do it-he would not do it.! . . .· .. 

Mr. PmNsLOo said that he had gone through tl1e petitions from Potehef·, 
stroom, nnd certainly he had to admit that m•nt of the signatures were not 
genuine, for he found on these petitions the names of his next·door neigh· 
bours, who had never told him a word about their signing such petitions. . 

.Mr. 01'1'0 again addressed the Raad, endea.voming to prove that.mamor:nls. 
from Ottos Hoop wntained many forgeries. He said that he did not consider. 
the Johannesburg people who·signed in that wonderful and fat book on tho 
table to be law-abiding, and he would have none of them. Tho Road had 
frequently heard that if the franchi"" were not extended thet" would be 
trouble. He was tired of these wnsi:Ant threats, He would say, 'Como on 
and fight I Come on I' (Cries of' Ordel'i') . · 

Mr. CTrro (proceeding): I say. 'Come on and h••• it out; and the sooner 
the better.' I cannot help it, blr. Chairman, I must speak out. I say I om 
prepared .to fight them, and I think every burgher of the South African 
Republtc ts With me.. . . . 

The CnAIJ<MA."< (rapping vi.>lcntly): Order, order I .• 
Mr. Orro: Yes, this poo, South African Republic, which they say they 

own tltrec-fourths of. They took it from us, and we fought for it and got it 
back. 

Tho CHAIRMAN 1 Order I 
Mr. OTTo: They called us rebels then. I SJJ.Y t4ey oro rebels, 
Loud criss of ' Order I' . 

· Mr. Orro: I will S&Y to day, those persons who signed the memorials .in 
that book are rebels. 

The CHAIRMAN: Will you keep order I You havo no right to SllY such 
thitags. We are not .considering the. question of powers, but tho peaceful 
question of the extenSion of the franohtse to-day ; and keep to the point. 

Mr. OTTo: Very well, I will; but I call the whole country to w1tncss that 
you silenced m(', and would not allow me to speak out my mind. . 

The PnF..SIDEXT said they had to distinguish between trustworthy 11ersons 
&nd untrtl!Jtwo.rthy, au~ one proo~ was their going on comrua.ndo, and tl1e 
other was thetr bccomtng naturalu:ed. People who were naturalized wcro 
more or less wortl1y, anc.l if they separated themselves from the others who 
would not get nnturalizcJ, and petitioned the Road thcm•clves the Read 
would gi~e ear to their ~etition. He strongly dis>pproved of the Raad being 
dece1ved m the manner 1t had beeu by the forged oignaturCI, .. 
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Mr. R. K. LOVEDAY, in th~ course of an addrCS8 dealing exhaustively with 
the subject, eaid: The President uses the argument that they should 
na.tnrnhze, and thus give evidence of their desire to become citizens. l have 
used tl.te ~me argument, but wh~t becomes of such arguments.whou met-with 
the. obJeCtiOns. that the law requms such persons to undergo a prohutionary 
perwd extendmg from fourteen to twenty-four years before they are admitted 
to full rights of citizenship, and even after one has undergone that pro· 
bat10nary period, he can only be admitted to full rights by resolution of the 
First Rand 1' Law 4 of 1890, being the Act of the two Volksrasds, lays down 
clearly and distinctly that those who have been eligible for ten years for the 
Second Rand can be admitted to full citizenship. So that, in any case, tho 
na.tumlized citizen cannot obtain full rights until he reaohes tho a.ge of forty 
years, he not being eligible for the Second Rand until he is thirty years •. 
The child born of non-naturalized parents must therefore wait until he is forty 
years of age, althoue;h at the age of sixteen he may be called upon to do 
military service, and may fall in the defence of the land of his birth. When 
such "f'ments ore hurled at me by our own flesh and blood-our kinsn ~n 
from al parts of South Africa-! must confe.ss that l am not surpris.d t.••t 
these persons indignu.ntly refuse to accept citizenship upon such unreason11ble 
terms. Tho element l have just referred to-namely, tho AfriC.nder clement 
-is very considerable, and numbers thousands, hundreds of whom at the 
time this country WaR struggling for its independence accorded it moral and 
financial support, and yet theso very persons are subjected to a term of pro
bation extending from fourteen to twenty~four years. It is useless for mota 
ask you whether snch a policy is just and reasonable or Republican, for thero 
cau be but one -answer, and that is 'No 11 Is there one man in this Raad who 
would accept the fmnchise on the same terms I Let me impress upon you 
the grave nature of this question 1 and tho o.Lsoluto necessity of going to the 
burghers without a moment's delay, and consultmg and advising them. Lot 
us keep nothing from thetn regatding tho true position, and I am sure we 
sho.ll have their hearty co-operation in a.ny reasonable scheme we may suggest. 
This is a. duty-we owe them, for we must not leave them under the impression 
that the Uitlanders are .atisfied to remain aliens, as stated by some of the 
journals. I move amonb'St these people, and learn to know their true fee lingo,. 
and when public journals tell vou that these people are satisfied with their 
lot, they tell you that which' they know to be false. Such joun10ls are 
amongst the greatest sources of danger that the country has. Wo are 
informed by certain members that a proposition for the extension of the 
franchise must eome from the burghers, but according to the Franchise Law 
the proposition must come from the Rnad, and the public must consent. Tho 
member for Rustenberg says that there are 9,338 burghers who have deolared 
that they are opposed to the extension of the franchise, Upon reference to 
the Report he will find that there are only 1,564 opposed to tho extension. 
Members appear afr~id to to11eh upon the real question at i.ssu~, but try to 
discredit the memonals by vagne statements that some of the SII(natures are 
not genuine, and the former member for Johannesburg, :Mr. J. Mcyc_r, seems 
iust as anxious to discredit the people'of Johann~sburg as formerly he was to 
defend them. , 

The CHAIRMAN' advanced many arguments in favour of gro.utiug the 
fmncbi.sc to the Uitlander, but nevertheless eonelndcd by stating that, ao 
the Raad with few exceptions were against the extension, he would go with 
the majority. He was not, he said, averse to the publication of Mr. Meyer's 
proposition because the country would have to decide upon it ; still, he 
coulrl not favour the extension of the franchise in tho face of what had been 
said during tho debate. Let the Rand ondeavonr to lighten tho burden of the 
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alien in other rel!pects. Le~ the alien come. to the Road with his grieva~cca, 
and let the Road give a pat~ent ear unto hlDI, but he really W!IS not entttled 
to tho franchise. 

1 
. . · · · • .: • 

The PnESIDE:<T a!iain counselled the Road not to consent to the pubhcabon 
of 1!r. Meyer's proposal. He did not want. it r,ut to the. conntr1. .. :, This 
businoss h:W. been repeared from year to year nnttl he w .. tired ?f tt. · And 
why should they worry and weary tho burghers once. more by.l"kmg them to 
decide upon Mr. ~eyer's motion!,· There was ,no ~eed for it. .There was .no 
'uneertainty about 1t. The burghers knew thou: mmds, and thotr wtll, whtch 
was supreme was known. The way was open fer aliens to become burghers; 
let them foll~w that road and not try to jump over the wall .. They had the 
privilege of voting for tho Second Ra,,d if they became '"!turalized, and could 
vote for officials, and that was more than they could ?o m tlte Cape Colo~y. 
'In the Colony they could not , voto for a Prestdent, or any officUil, 
They were i111 appomted. They could only vote for Raad members there. 
And why should they want. moro power hero all at once! What was the 
cause of all this commotion! What were they clamouring for ! He knew. 
'l'hey wanwrl to get leave to vote for me'!'bers of tho .First Road, which Md 
the independenco of the country under 1ts control. Ho had been told by 
these people that 'if you taka us on the same van with you, we can pot over. 
turn the van vl'ithout lmrting oursehros as well as you.'· ( Ja/ that was true, 
'maar,' tho Pnl!STDENT continued, they could pull away the reins .•nc! drive 
the van along .:1. different route. . · : · · · 

Mr. JEPPE1 again speaking~ sai:l there was one matter he must refer to .. That 
was His Honour's remarks about the petitioners, calling them disobedient and 
unfaithful. The law compels no one to naturalize himself. How then could 
these petitioners have disobeyed it! Of course we should prefer them to 
naturali1.e. But can we be surprised if they hesitate to do soL Mr. Loveday 
has told you what natnrulization means to them. 

The PRESIDENT agreed that these people were not obliged by law to 
naturalize, but if they wanted burgher rights they should do so, when, they 
would get the franchise for the Second Road ; and upon their being naturalizeii 
let them come nicoly to the Road, and the Road would have something to go 
to the country with, and they would receive fair treatment; but if they 
refused naturalization and rejected tho Transvaallllws, could they expect the 
franchise! No. Let Mr. Jeppe go back and give his people good advice, 
and if they were obedient to the law and became naturaliZed they would ·not 
regret it ; but he could not expect his people to be made full burghers if they 
were disobedient and refused naturalization,· Let them do as he lldviBed, and 
he (the President) would stand bv them and support them. -

Mr. JEPPE said: His Honour D.lS a0'llin Mked me to advise the people of 
Johannesburg what to do regarding the exl<lnsion of the franchise. Ho says 
they must first naturalize and then come again. Then he hold; out hopes 
that their wishes 1rill be met. Why, then, doea he not support Mr. Meyer's 
proposal, which affects naturalized people only I What is it I am to advise 
the people o,f Johannesburg! I have had many suggestions from different 
members. You, Mr. Chairman, seem to support the hundred men from 
Lydcnburg who suggest ten years' residence as a qualification.· Mr. Jan 
Moyer suggeats that those who came early to the goldfields should memorialize 
separately, and he would support them. Others say that only those who are 
naturali1.cd. should petition, and that if a few hundreds potitionod instead ot 
35,000 thm reception would be different. Well, we have had one petition 
)"herein all these conditions \Vero complied with, It was not signed by any• 
ono who had not been here ten years, or who is not natura.lized or who could 
at all be suspected of being unfaithful, nor could any exooption' be taken to iu 
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on the ground of numbers, since it was ~igned by one man only, Mr. Justice 
Moric.e, and yet it was rejected. Gentlemen, I am anxiously groping for the 
light; but what, in the face of this, am I to advise my peoplo 1 

.Mr. JAN PE BEEll endeavoured to rofuto Messrs. Jcp\1o's a.nd Loveday's 
Btatement.s, when they said a man could not become a fu I nwmber until he 
was forty. They were out of their reckoning, becan.sc a man did not live 
until.he WM sixteen; He. was out of ·the country. In the oycs of the law he 
was a: foreigner until he was sixteen. (Laughter.) Tho member adduced 
other similar ari,>Umcnt.s to refute those of .Messrs. Jeppe and Loveday, cnusing 
much laughter. · . . . 

Mr. LoVEDAY re~lied to .tho Presiden. t; especially referring to his Honour's 
statement that he Mr. Loveday) wns wrong when ho said that a person would 
have to wait until 1e was forty before he could obtain the full rights. He 
(Mr. Loveday) rep•ated ond emphasized his statements of yesterday. 

The CnAUtl!AN said there WM no doubt about it. What Mr. Loveday said 
regardin~ the qualifications and how long a man would have to wait until he 
WBs qualified to beeome 0 full bur~her W .. absolutely correct. It yOUJd not 
be contradicted. The law was clear on that point. There w .. no doubt 
about it. . . . 

.Mr. JAN DE BEER : Yes ; I sec now Ur .. Loveday is right, and lam "Tong. 
The law docs say what ~lr. Loveday said. 1t must be altered. 
· The debate was closcd·on tho third day, and Mr. Otto's motion to accopt 
the rc~ort of the majority of the Committee, to refuse the request of the 
memotlalists, and to refer them to the existing laws, was cnrricd by sixteen 
votes to oight, :. . , . . · . . . . 

APPENDIX G 
', ' ' . 

TERMS OF DR. JAMESON'S SURRENDER 
Sir HI/Tcules &binsm to Mr. Cf/uLmberlain, · 

. Received April 6, 1896. · 
· Gove"'-1TT<ni H.,.,., Capellnun, · 

. . · . March 16, 1896, 
Snt . · · . · · · . 

'I have the honour to transmit for your information a copy of a despatch 
from Her Majesty's Acting Agent at Pl'etoria, enclosing a communication from 
tho Governmen.t of tho South Afrioon Republic, aooompanicd by sworn 
declarations, respecting the terms of the surrender of Dr. Jameson's force, a 
summary of which documents I telegraphed to you on the 12th instant, 

At my request, Lieutenant-General Goodenough has I emsed these sworn 
declarations, and infonns mo 'that,' in his opinion, 'Jameson's surrender was 
unconditional, except that his and his people's lives were to be aafe so far as 
their immediate captors were conmued.' . 

- I have, etc., 
H£nOVLF.s RoBINSON, 

Enclosed in above letter. 
Governor and High Commistri<m<r. 

·· From H. C/l!tte, Pretllria, to the High C=mislri<m<r, Cdpcloum. 
Pretlft'ia, Marek lllh, 1896, 

SIR I' ' - '. -

~I have the honour to enclose for tho information of your Excellency • 
letter this day received from tho Government, a summary of which I have 
•!ready sent your Excellency by telegraph. · 

· · I have, etc., 
H. CLOETE. 
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Deparl'l1lt:llt of Foreign Affair~, 
G01!mt1MIU OJ!IU, Pretoria, 

Division A., R.A., 1056fl896, 
B., 395/96. 

, · March 10, 1896. 

HoNOURABLE Stn, 
I •m instructed to acknowledge the reocipt of the telegram from his 

Excellency the High Commissioner to you, dated 6th instant, forwarded on 
by you to his Honour the State President, and I om now instructed to ccm-

l>lete with further data my Iotter to you of 4th instant, B. B., 257/96, which 1 
l('tcwith confirm, containing the information which the Government then 

had before it respecting the surrender, and which Wll3 furnished in view of 
yo\lr ur"cnt request for an immediate reply. . 

In oraer to leave no room for the slightest misunderstanding, and to put 
an end to all false rcprcscntation:::~ 1 the Government hu.s summoned not only 
Commando.nt Cronje, but also Commandant Potgictcr, Comnumdnnt Malan, 
Field-Cornet Maartens, Assistant Field-Cornet V•n Vunren, and others, 
whose evidence appears to be of the greatest importance, and places the matter 
in a clear and plain li~ht. · 

The information which the G<>vcrnmont has found published in the papers 
is of the following purport: · 

'Tux DooRNKOP SuRRENDER: ALLEGED Conn•s•oNDENCE, 

'L<mdon, Monday, 11.15 a.m. 

' Mr. Hawskloy, tho 'Cimrtmd solicitor, who is defending Dr. Jameson, 
published the fol!owin:; letter to.day, which passed between Sir John Wil· 
loughby and ![r. Cronjo, thil'<(Jutch Commandant at the time of tho Krugers· 
dol'p surrender : ~ 

'FriJm Willimghby to Oomnnan<W.nt. 

I II 'Vc surrl"ndcr, providing rou guarantee a. safe conduct out of the oountry 
for every member of the force.' · 

'From Orunjt tQ Wil/oughlnj. 

, ' "Plcose toke notice, 1 shall immediately Jet our officers come together to 
'decide upon your communication."· . ~ ·. 

'FriJm Orrmjl I<> Wilwugkhy. 

' " I acknowlcoi~o your letter. The anS\rcr is, If you will undertake to pay 
the expenses you J.uwe caused to the Tra.nsvaal, and will lay down your arms 
then I will spnre the lives of you and yours. Please send me reply to thi~ 
within thirty minutes.'' 1 

• • 

.I ha~e no:v t.hc hono11r to cnc_l~se for the information of His ExcellencY the 
H1gh Comnn::a10ner and the Bnttsh Government sworn deelarations of: 

!. Commandant Cronje, substantiated by Ficld.Cornet Mru1rtcns and 
Assistant Fichi-Cot·net Van Vuurcn. 

2. Commandant Potgietcr. 
3. Commandant Malan. 
4. J. S. Celliers, substantiated by B. J. Viljoen, and the inte111rctcr, M. J. 

Adendorff. -
These sworn declarations, givt:!n ht:!for(' thr. Stnte Attorn,.y, ngrce in all the.: 
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principal points, a.nd give a clearsummary of all tho incidents of the surronder, 
and from the main points thereof it o.ppco.rs, inter ulia: · 

That tho second letter, 88 published ubovo, and which is alleged to bo from 
~l·on,j0 to ·willoughby, was not· issued from Crunj01 Lut from Commandant 
1 otgit.Jtcr, '""ho ho.s undoubtedly tn.ken up the proper stamlpoint, and hn:i 
followed the grmeral rule in matters or urgency, such ns tho oue in hund 1 o.uU 
where the Comm::mdo.nt·Gcncru.l wa.s not prusent in 'persou on the tidd of 
battle, first und before treAting wishiug to con!>ult with hi:; co.conuua.udunts 
in as far as was l'O:?siblc. .. . 

That u note such as appears in his dcclat·ation was sent by Comtnand•ut 
CronjO. · 

Thu.t neither Conuua.ndtmt Malan nor Comn1andant Potf,ricter was present 
at tho despatch of it. · . 
. Tha.t the reply thcl·con from "Willoughby was receh .. ed by Couuua.uda.ut 

CronjC, as appear:~. iu that dcclnration. .. 
Tho.t Commandant Cronj6 then, in compliance with tho note sent by Cum

mandant Potgietcr, ns well us tho other OOlllllJundLW.ts o.nd. oJliccr::~ hiCUtioncd 
in the declamtion of Cronje, rode up. . 

That Commandant Cronje then explained his own note. 
'£hat thereupon also Commandant .Malan joined his co-commandants a.nd 

officers, and at this timo Commandants Malan, Cronje, and Potgietcr wore 
present. 

That after consultation, and with the approval of Commandants Cronje 
and Potgieter, Cohtmnndant Malan, by means of the interpreter Adendorll', 
had the following said to D.r Jameson: 
· ''!'his is Commandant Malan. He wishes you distinctly to understand 
tha.t no terms can be ruude here. ·we have no ti~ht to make terms hen~. 
Terms will be made by the Govcmmcnt of the South African Rcpuulic. He 
can only secure your lives to Pretoria., until you nre handed ovor to Com·. 
ma.ndaut-Genel·alat Pretoria.' · · 

That Dr. Jameson agreed to theqe terms and accepted them. 
, That thereupon, by order of Dr. Jameson, the arms were then also laid 

d<r~n. . · · . . . 
That Oomm•ndunt Triclmrdt then appeared with the orders of the Com· 

mandant-General to himself. 
It now appears tha~ these. orders are those which wcro contniJH~d in the 

telc~rom of which I alt·early ;ent you a cnrr by my aUOYO·quotcd letter or tho 
4th .Glurch, 1896, nDll which, after the tiu11 rce,rula.tion of matte1~ such as lHul 
then taken place, was not further acted upon boon. usc, as regards the surrender, 
negotiations were in fact carried on in accordance with tho orders of the CoiU· 
mo.udant·Gcucra.l, ' 

While, putting nside the question of the surrender, there is little to be soid 
about the other points contained in the telegram under reply, there is one 
which is considcrctl of sufficient importance by this Government to even still 
draw the attention of His Excellency the Tiigh Commissioner thcrct'o. llis 
Excellency suys : ' I mny therefore explain th•t nu armistice hnu ~ecn ngrecd. 
to pending my nrrivnl.' · 

'fhe Government here can only think of one other ruisunJersta.nding, they 
ha.vinr, at the time of tho distmbu.nees a.t Jollo.nneshurg never recognised any 
a.cting

0 
party, for which J·eason, therefore, the concluding of an armistice Wll3 

an inipossibility. . 
In conclusion, I have to tender thanks both to His Honour the Secretary of 

State •nd His Excellency the High Commissioner for the unprejudiced manlier 
in 'Yhich thoy, as against insinuations of a. low character, have made known 
their feeling• with rospoot to the good faith shown by his Honour the State 
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President in his negotiations in connccli"':: wi~ t,J>e qnosfioJI. of tl1e surrender, 
of Dr. Jameson's force.-· · · . _ · .. : ~. 

. ·- I have, e~, 
0. VAN BoESCHOTE~, 

I1 is Jlonour H. (Jlocl.e, 
A cling JJriti:J• A~cnt, Prdoria. 

. , ,. , ; .Acl.ing S,lale.Secrela'I'1J •• 

. ' " ' 

Appeared bif.;,.e me, HEt!NA!<US JAcOB Cosmn, Sl.ai.IJ .Aitorn.y and tx·oflicio 
J.P. of the Soutlo African Rt}lublic, PIF:rEII Arusowus CRDgJ£, · Com,·· 
11U!ndanl of tlte Pota.:jstroo"' J)i.Jlrid, who makes oa./.k all<i.slat.es: · 

I was together with H. r: ·)!alan (Commanclant or 'th~ Rtlstcnburg. 
District): und F. J. Potgicter (Commandant'of the KrugersdorpDistriet), ono 
of the commanding officers of the burgher forces in tbe fights against Jame
son. When I noticed the white flu:;, I instantly ordered Do Ia Rey to 
npprouch the enemy .. Instcud of De .Ill Rcy, Hnns Kloppcr1 one or tho men 
of Commandant Potgteter, went. lie broug~1t back a note trom 'Vtlloughby 
to me. The contents of the note were that if we left them to themselves he 
promised to \\itbdl'MV over the boundaty. In reply, I sent him per Hans 
liloppcr the following note : 

• John Willoughby,-'-1 ~cknowledW, your note, ~nd this serves liS reply, 
that if you guamntce the payment of the expenses which you have occasioned 
the South African Rcpubbc and surrender your flag together with your 
weapons, I will spare tho life of you and yours; Please send reply within 
thirty minutes/_ 

When this reply was written .by me neither Malan nor Pot¢eter wn.s 
present. Thereupon he answered that he accepted the terms, and Blmendcred· 
himself fully with allllis arms into my banda •. After reeeiving Willoughby's 
answer, I rode to Jameson's troops in order to meet tho other commandants, · 
in accordance with a note sent by Commandant Potgieter to the enemy. · I 
went with Field-Cornets Manrtcns.and Van Vunren to Jameson's troops, and. 
met James on. When I mot him I gave him to clearly undel'8tand onr agree·. 
mcnt, namely, that he must plainly understand that the last cllluse was that 
I guaranteed his life and that of his men until I had handed him over to 
General Joubert. Thereupon I asked him if he was willing to lay down his 
flag and his arms, to which he replied, 'I have no flag; I am willing to lay 
down my anns.' Thereupon I asked him.Jf ho could declare upon oath that 
he had no llal!, whereupon bo dcclored under oath tlmt he had no flag. Then 
Commandant )!alan atrived, and then the three commanding officerS, Malan, 
Potgieter and I, were present on the spot. 

Before I began speaking to )Wan, Jameson called Willongltby to be 
present. Tlieroupon )!alan· and I spoke together about the surrender of 
Jameson. Whereupon .Malan said, 'We can't decide' anything here. 
Jameson must surrender unconditionally, and he mnst. he plainly given to 
understand that we cannot gnanmtce his life any longer than till we have 
handed him over to (',.neral Joubert.' I fully ll,"''Ced With Mnlnn, and the 
interpreter Adendotlf 'IYIIS then instrnetcd by tlte three commandants jointly 
to convey plainly in Engli•h to Jameson what the three commandants hnu 
agreed upon. After this had been done, Jameson bowed, took his hat olf, 
and snid in English that be agreed to the terms. Thereupon he issued ordet~ 
to Willoughby to command the subordinate· offiecl'8 to lay down their · 
&l'DI!l, Then the arlllJI were laid down. Later on, after the &l'IDS had ueeu 
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lliid ·down;' 'commancfant · Trichardt arrived with· ordei'B from the Com
mandant-General, and his terms were the same •• thO'Ie wo hlld already !aid 
down. · · · · 

S~toril before 'me on this 7th day oC March, 1898, 
H. J. CosTER, 

r. A. CaoNif. 

Sl.au .IIU.W.'1fo;tul ez·o./fo!w J.P. 

We, the undersigned, Jan. ThOll, )[IUirtena, Field-Co,...At or tho Ward 
Gdsrnnd, District Potchefatroom, and Dnniel Johannes Jailoon van Vuure!l, 
A .. iot<>nt Field·Cornet or tbe Ward Bovensohoonsrrult, deolaro under o••th 
that we wore present at eveeythlng alated In tho foregoing awor11 d~~Ciarat!.on 
of Commandant P. A. Croojtl, and that thot deollu-ation ill eorreot Lnd 111 
accotdlluco with the truth. · 

. . . . J.\1(, lfUIIT.El<S0 
· · . . . . . · . ·. D. J, J. V.ol.l! V11VJIEl(, 

• · Swoni befm me on this the 7th da3 ot. hlarcll, 1896, . ' . . 
· 1{, J. Cosn:B, . 

· Btate .AttoT'IUy a•ut tA•offitrW J.P • 

.Ap~ared oejl)7'e """· H&ll)IANII$ J AI'On COsTER, Sto,j• AU1111UJ!J DALd U:·oJ!Iclo 
J.P. ·of llr4 ·sw.tlt. A./'rWtn Repuh!u, FnEDEnroJt JAcoaJJs l'oTOrttEn, 

.. c ... ~ntlamt qftkt l?MJ.fl"'.dwp I>istrid, WM maKe.! .ar.t. (md Sta/f.$: 

Oa th, 111cmillg of ·January 2 l received a writwn rcpGrt trom tl•o er.em:r, 
in which waa stated that ba would surrccder1 bat that be muat be allowed \:o 
go back over the line. I answmd tlloreon 1n writing that I would call the 
ollitet11 together, and would then immediAtely notify him. Tho rcpQit 
rellelved Ly me I immediAWy transmitted ti> Commandant Cronje. A short 
time after I saw CoiDDI6ndant Cronje with ·the bul'!lh•,.. soing towal'<h tl:e 
caernr, •. 1 -thereupon ab!o went towards the .enemy and met Commandant 
Ct'ODJO tbore. ·· I th1111 atwndcd the di!')l1seion M set forth in tlte doelarati~ 
givl111 by J. S. Celliers, datci ~lat'l)h 6, 1596, and confirmed b)' Memt. 

-bliohiol JOtteph-Adendorll'and Benjamin Johannes Viljoon. · · .. 
The ptttport of that discus&ion iio Qol'rootly rondered. . · · 
· . · ·. Ft·Tt POTOtETtm, ·· 

c ........ d.m; Kn~fii'J'>,. 
!Xhis sworn before mo oil this the 6th day or Marob, 1896. · 
. · . - · H. J. CosTER, · 

· 81«16 .IIIIIYI'flll!llf'llll ~-•.JJ!ci• l.P, 

· I' was, together with 1' •. A. Crooje, 'Cornrnaodant. of tbo Krugellldorp 
District, one of the collllD&Ildiug Co~ in tho figlata aga\nat JamOllon, On 
themonting of January2 a dcsratelt rider from Comntutdant 11otgietercante 
up and lnfm·med me that Jameson had hoisted ll•e wltlto tlag, and that -1 
mttst quickly attend a meeting wit~ tho other ~ommamlAnts. When I catae 
111• to Jam~.,on I found Cronj6 and l'oj:gictor thoJ"e; alld, u ls•w1hat CMt.!&. 
Jutd been apeaking. tO Jameson, 1 as'kcd 0ronj4, • What i• the subject yo~1 
have 'bl!eo spcakiogabout I I •Is• wish to know il.' Qrllnj4 t.old me that he 
had apd With Jr.meeon· that Jwea~n wou.ld P•Y thenren••!}n~urrcd hy 





.Sworn before .me on the 6th :March, 1896. . 

R J.- VIW()W._ ·_. 
·1£. d., -An:s:n,:ooRri: 

H. J. CoSTER, 
SttU_iJ.AU()'r?UIJJ ~nd -~:Jf!.cio J.,_P. 

QQJ.oit.(L __ OFFICE ro WJ..& 0:-rnCE. 
.l!QwMng Strut, .April2l, 1896. 

Btn, · _ . . . . __ . . 
-::1:.: .-:I'&ta_dirrot-ed by·Mr: SCcretary_Cha±nbei--W,n_to: reqUest thatyouwiU 
:l&y-;b&!~. tll? ·Marqnis· of La.nsdoWnf;l ·tfie_ underroen~ned _pa~rs on the· 
_subject of the surrcDdcr of Dr. Jameson'a force to the Boers.; · 

1. A despa.te .. ·. h from. S.ir. He_ro. u.l .... Robin. • son,. enclp:sing sworn deqla.rationa 
'taken bY the 0o-!ll'l•9t qt the South 4frioan Republle. .& telegraphie 
CSiirlfmhty of 'these- declarati_OtlS W&a laid ~f{)l'e ])r, J&meBQR, whose- obeenra-
·tful1filiit-edoittaitiedbi2 -.. _, _·- _ - .. ·_ 
·~-> 2;-.:.t tetter-frOm' th$ SolicitOr for Dr.' J"aiQ.eson ~ hit ·renow defend.ants. · ,._, __ x: 4;-'desJiaf.c}l f~oJn-Bi'r- H_f:rctt).es Ro-bi_n!Wn, 6Jicl0siD:_g ii-8W01'U Gta.teJ\lent .. 
~-'"<~rd Lafis4oWJlE! wijl ol!s6rtve frQID. _Sir H.; ~binso~·:r despatch of the 
:1-6th _Mal'Cb __ tha.t· .th~ ,·Cieel&n~.tion,a ~n by_ the ~ernment of the South 
;·Af'rieim Repubiio-were submitted ·to_ the Gmeral Offieer oommanding a.t the-
'&pe;·_wlio ga:Ve.hiS op~ia'Jt t.hat th~ $U~n_der W&!t nnoondi,tj.onal. , 
r-vvr. Ch1tmberfahl woulii-be obliged if Lord _Lansdowne-w<tU1d subm.it t~e 
pa~ to hi~ mil_i~ :it!visers, _and_obtain f.t:om ~heJn_ their opinion as to the 

-,Wrins-or the aurreilder,·.whieh 'M:r. qha111~la.in_thi~.was cbmp1eted on Sir 
.::T~Jhf' Willo-QghOTs ~pta.~ce Of_ Comm&nd-au.t~ Oronje·a ~- )md was 
th.We!ore·lntbjeet "to~ these ~s- a_nd conditions._ ~ - . 

·· · I am, etc:., 
R. H. -:M:KADZ.. 
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The tenns prescribed were accepted by Dr. Jamuon's force, and 'they 
At;trcndercd and l11id down their anna, and no suhsequent discussion amongst 
ti'.e TransvMI officers could retract the terms of this surrender. 

[ am therefore to acquaint you, for the information of the Secretary of 
Slate for the Colonies, thnt the Sccr\!tary of State for War ·concu!'ll with 
11[ r. Chamberlain in considering that the surrender wa.s completed on Sir. 
Jt>:-tu Willoughby's acceptance of Comm11ndant Cronje's tenns, and was 
subject to tltcse terms and conditions. 

I am, ete. 
ARl'llU'R. L. HALIBUli.TON. 

U'PENDIX H 

SIR JOHN WILLOUGHBY'S REPORT TO THE WAR OFFICE. 

TID: subjoined document is printed in the form in which it was supplied to 
tile author by 11 jonmnli3t, to whom it had been given 11.s a fair statement of 
theca~. The marginal remarks are the notes made by 11 member of the Reform 
Coomittce to whom it was shown. · · · 

OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE EXPEDITION THAT LEFT THE 
PROTECTORATE AT THE URGENT REQUEST .OF THE LEADING 
CITIZENS OF JOHANNESBURG .After thoy bnd dated tho 'ul'lfent' 
WITH THE OBJECT 01~ STA~DING letter, ru~d bad wired to Dr. Harris 
BY THEM AND .MAI~TAINING (December 2i): 'We will make our 
LAW AND ORDER WHILST THEY ow•dlotationbyt~on!doftholet~r 
WERE DEblANDING JUSTICE FRml wh,ch [$btill pubil•u. . 

Tl!E TRANSVAALAUTHORITIES. BySIRJOHNO. WILLOUGHBY, 
BARr,, Lieutcnnnt·Colonel Commanding Dr, Jameson's Forces. 

On Sa.turdny, December 28, 1895, Dr. Jameson received a. Reuter's telegram 
showing that tho situation at Johannesburg Tl1'l Mmo tlroo as ho got the tclo. 
h;\d become 11011 te. At the SlJUO time ro· gmms from Jolmnncsbtu·g and rues. 
!inhle information was receind that t!Je ~t~ges by Hocmy Qnd Holden on no 
B~Jers in the Zeerust and Lichtenburo nccount to mov~. · · · 

distdcts were a.ssomuling, and ha.d been ~ummoncd w march on JohMnes· 
burg. 

Prcnarntions were at once made w act on tiLe terms of the letter d;~.tcd' 
D<ccni.bcr 20, and already published, and also in accoz:dnuce with verba.] 
arr:\llgc,mcnts with the si•,nutorics of that 
l6ttct·-viz., iha.t should Br. Jameson hear Tw~ddle...:i~ ~ho fnee of Ham. 
· B 11 · d l tnond M, Ph!lllpe s, nnd Scun Jame-tuat the ocrs were co ccbng, an t 10 t 8011·~ wirca uot to moYo 

·the intentions of the J ohnoncsl.Jurg people . · 
had become generally known, he was at once to come to the aid of tho latter 
-with whatever force he had available, and withont further reference to them 
t1Hl ~bjcct being that rnch force should reach Johannesburg without anj 
Cllnfitct. . 

At 3 p.m. on Sunday afternoon) December- 29, everything ,911S in r~a.dinc.n 
a.t Pitsani Camp. . 

The troops 'l·erc p:~.mdcd, and Dr. Jam~on read the letter of invitation 
from .Tnhanncsl•nrg. . . . . . . 

He then OX}ll1lincd to tl1o force (a) that no hosli!'itics were intcnd~d • 
(b) that we >h•mlu onlv fi::,:ht if forced to do eo in self.defence; ~c) that 
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neither the persons nor property of iuhabitauts of the Trnnsvnnl wore to be 
molested; (cl) that our sole object was to help our fcllow.mcn in their extremity,. 
a.nd to ensure thci.r obtaining attention to tl~cir just demands. 

Dr. Jameson's speech was l'cccivcd with the greatest cnthusia.sm by the 
mrn 1 who cheered most heartily. . . . 

~'he above programme was strictly ad.hcl'cd to. until tho cQ}umu W.J.!f ftt·cd 
upon on tim night of the 31st. , . , 
· :Mnny Boers, singly nnd iu small partic3, ·were cncountcrcJ ou the line of 
n1arch; to one and all of these tho paci!ic nature of tho cxpcditiou.was care· 
fully explained, 

The force left Pitsani Camp at 6.30 p.m., December 29, and marched St.rt l•·nm 
through the night, Pitaunt. 

At 5.15~.m. on the morning of the 30th the column reached the village 
of Mnlmnlll (39 miles distant from Pitsaui), 

Precisely at the same moment the ad1·onced guard of the Mafcking Column J"nctlon 
(nndor Colonel Grey) reached the village, .and tho~ junction wns eJl'cctcd effected nt 
between the h\'o bodies. · · · M~hnlmi 

For details of the composition of tho combined force, as nlso for general wJtb U.U.P. 
particulnrs of the march to KrugerSdorp, sco sketch of the route and schednlo 
attached (marked A. and B. rcspeetively). · 
. From Malmani I pushed on as mpidly on possible in order to cross in duy· Dofilo nt 

light the very dangerous defile at Lend Minos. This place, distant 71 miles loud.mlucs 
from Pitsani, wasj>asscd at 5.30 p.m., December 30. 1""'0<1. 

l \\'as subsequontl,r informed that a force ofsovcml hund1·ed Boers, sent 
from Liohtcn\Jurg to ml<rcept the·force at this point, missed doing so by thr<o 
hours only~ ·. · ·- · . . · 

At our next 'olf.saddle' Dr. Jameson receive~ a letter from the Com- Lettcr !rom 
mnudant·General of the Transvaal demanding to know tho rcnson of our ~n~m:w. 
ndvnnce~. and. ordering u.s to rctul'u imnlediatcly. A reply was sent to this, G1~~ornl. 
explaining Dr. Jameson's reasons in the same terms as those used to tho force 
at Pitsani, · · · ' 

At Doorn port (91 miles from Pitsani), during an 'off.sadclle' early on TAlt!er from 
Tuesday morning, DecemLcr 31, o. mounWd. messcnqcr overtook us, and pre- llt!s~ Com
scntecl o. letter from the High Commi~ioncr, whicn cont<lincd s.m order tom ouor. 
Dr. Jn.~eson and myself to retlu·n at once to :Mafeking and l'itsnni. 

A rott'eat by no1~ was out of tho question, and to comply with these Rc<non• ro, 
insh·uctions au impossibility. In tho first pl:l.Cc, there '\\'ti.S nb!'lolntcly no ~t retrcut· 
food for men or horses along the road winch we had recently followed ; g. 
secondly, thrco days at le.1st would be necessary for our horses, jaded with 
foi·ced marching, to return ; on the rond o.hcad we were sure of finding, at nll 
c\'cnts, some food tOt: man and beast. Furthermore, we had by now traversed 
almost two thinls of the total dista.nce ; a. large force of Doers. wa.s knolm to 
be intercepting our retreat, ami we were convinced that any retrograde mOve· 
mcnt would Ol'ing an attack of Boers from all sidt!.S, ·. 

It was felt, therefore, that to ensure tl1o safety of our little force, no 
nlternati\'C remained but to push on to Krugcl"sdorp to our friends, who we 
were confident wonl<.l be awaiting our arriYo.l there. 

.Apart from ·the above considerations, 
even had it been possible to clfcct • retl·cat 
from Doornport1 we knew thnt Johannes~ 
burg had risen, and. felt that by turning 
Lack we should be shamefully desc!'tiug 
thoso coming to meet us. 

They oo11ld not possibly hw!D it 
b<Jc;tUSQ tho risln~r-i.(., tho public 
nrming nnd moving of men-only 
begnn a.t the "cry hour thuy clo.irn 
to have .bwtM it, and because the 
first; uows from Johannesburg only 
roMhod them 24 hours later by the 
two cycli~ta. 'Oh what a. tangled 
wob we woave, when-' 
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Finally, it appeared to us impo..,ible to turn baok in view of tho fact that 
we had been urgently called in to avert a. 
ma.."i!lncrc

1 
which we had Occn assured Vi.dt tUo tclt .. gnms 

1 
and messages 

would be imminent in tho event of o. crisis to &toiJ I How uoUlc • · 
such ns ho.d now oreuncd. 

D·ICr scouts. Near Boon's stOre, on the evening of the 31st, an a1h•anc(jr1 p:1tr?l fell in 
with Lieutenant ElotT, of the Kruger:;dorp Yoluntet·rs. This olliccr. m chargo 
of a. }larty of 1;, scouts, lmd come out to gain intclligcuce of onr movements. 
He was detained wbilst onr iutcntious were fully ex!Jluiucd to him, aud theu 

First 
l'lkii"Hli~h 
X•!W Y~tr'$ 
l.:\·o. 

rclea.scd at Dr . .Tamesmt's reqi'Ciit. · · 
.At midnig-ht (Nt•W Y(!u.r's Eve), while the advanced scouts w<'re crossing 

n. rocky woodt!d ridge at right angles to u.nrl banin~ the line of ad\•anc?, they 
W(lTO fired on by a party of 40 Br,ers, who huJ pv.stcd themselves m tl11s 
pcsition. The scouts, reinforced by the advancod guard, under Iuspeetor 
Straker, drove oil' their assailants aft(lr a short skirmish, during which oue: 
trooper of the 3Ul. P. w&~ wounded. 

At Van Out.ltshoorn's, eu.rly on the followit1g morning (Jannnry 1), 
Dr. Jameson received a second letter from the High Commi~.sioucr, to which 
he t(>plied in writing. 

At 9.30 a.m. the march was resumed in tho usual day formation. After 
marching t\vo miles, tha column got clear of the Lilts and emerged into open 
country. 

10.16 Lm.. About this time Inspector Drury, in command of the rcargmm1, sent word 
that a forco of about 100 Boers was following him about one mile in rear. I 
thereupon reinforced the rearguard, hitlu.:rto consisting of a. troop and 0110 

Ma.xim, by an additional half-troop and another .Mu.xiru. 
lla.m. A Lout tive miles beyond Yun Ondt<ihooru's store the column was met by 

two cyclists beuriug lcttors from several leaders of the Johanne:-;Lurg- Rrfoi'Ol 
Committee. These letters c;qn·esscd the li\•elicst approval and ddight at our 
speedy approach, o.nd fiual!y contained a renewal of their promisu.:s tu meet 
the column with a force at Krugcrsdorp.l The messengers also r~:tJul't~;U.that 
onl~ 300 lltnted Boers W!:!re in the town, · · 

'Ihis news was communicated to the troops, who received it with loud 
cheE!rs. 

When within two miles of Hind's store, the column was drlaycd by exten~ 
sive wire~fenein~, which nm for one and a ha.lf miles O:ll eithur side of tile 
road, aud pt·actioally constituted & defile. . 

While the colmnu wns halted nnd the wire being cut, the country for some 
distance on both sides was carefttlly scouted. 

By this mMns it was asecrtai1red that there was a considerable forco of 
Boers (I) on the loft front, (2) in the immediate front (retreating b ... tily ou 
Krugcrsdorp), (3) a third party on the ri~ht flank. 

1fhe force which had been following the column from Van Oudtshoorn's 
continued to hover in the rea.r. . 

Licuten.o.nt~Colonel White, in eomnumd of the advanced h"Hil.ld, sont back 
a request for guns to be pushed forward as a precaution in ca.se of au 
att1ck from the Boers in front. By the time tlwso gunarc•ched theadv•ncctl 
gutud, the Boers were still retteath1~ some two miles off. A few rouud!i wero 
then fired in their direction. Hau Colonel White, in the first in~tnrwe, 
opened fire with his Mu.xims on tho Bocrsj whom he surprised wntcl'in~ their 
borses close to Hind's store1 consitlera.ble loss would have been inllictcd; lmt 
this WllS not our object, for, with tho exception of the small skirmish ou tho 

* The lcttc~ are publlllboclln their proper plac.e, auU readort can *lttafy thew6elvCil as 
to whether they juatlty the above infereuQ•. · . 
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previous night, tht Boom had not as yst molested !he column, whose sole aim 
Wll to reach Johann .. burg if po88ible without fightillg. · 

At thio hour Bind's store was reached. · 1.!0 p.m. 
Here the troops rested for one and • half hours. -. 
Unfortunately, hardly any provisions for men and bors"' were B\'l'll· 

able. 
An officers' patrol, eonsi•ting of Ma_?r Villiers (Royal Hor.e Guards) and a p.m. 

Lieutenant Grenfell (1st Life Guards) and six men, moved off for the pnrposo 
of reconnoitring the left Hank of the Boer position, w bile Captaiu Liml<ell, 
with his permanent force of advance scouts, pus heel on as usual to rccounoitre 
the approach by the main road. At tho same time I forwarded a note to the 
Oommandant of the forces in Krugersdorp to the clfcet that, in tho event of 
my friendly force meeting with opposition on its approach, I F 1, dl 1 should be forced to shell the town, and that thmfore I gave him ''" 1 

thia wsrning in order thst the women and children might be morod out of 
danger. 

To this note, which was despntohed by a Boer who had Lccn detaiucrl at 
Van Oudtshoorn, I received no reply. 

At Hind's store Wt.l were informed that the force in our front had intl'l'ased 
during the forenoon to about 800 men, of whom a. lal'gc ntuuUcr wol'e 
entrenched on the hillside. .. · 

Four miles beyond Bind's store, the column following the scouts, which 4.30 p.m. 
met with no opposition, ascended a steep rise of some 400 feet, and came full 
in view of the Boer position on the Op]rosite side of a deep valley, traversed 
by a broad 'sluit,' or muddy watercourse. . 

Standing on tho plateau, or spur, on which our force Wi\S forming up for 
action, the view to our front was e.s follows : · 

Passing through our position to the west ran the Hind's store-Krugers· 
dorp road traversing the volley and the Boer position almost at right angles 
to both lines. 

Immediately to the north of this roaJ, at the point where it disappeared 
over the sky-line on the opposite slope, lay the Queen's Battery House and 
earlhwor.ks, completely commanding the valley on all sides and distant 
I, 900 yards from our standpoint. " . 

Some 1,000 yards down the valley to the north stood • farmhouse, sur· 
rounded by a dense plantation, which ILillke<l tho valley. 

Half·way up the opposite slope, and adjacent to the road, stood an iron 
house which commanded the drift where the road croRSed the above-montioned 
watercourse. 
· On the south side of the rood, and immediately opposite the last· named 

iron house, e.n extensive rectangular stone wall enclosure with high. trees 
formed an excellent advanced central defonsivo position. Further up the 
slope, some 500 yards to the south of this enclosuro, strewhed a line of rifte· 
pits, which were again flanked to the south by 'prospecting' trenches. On 
the sky·line numbers of Boers were apparent to our front and right front. 

Before reaching the plateau we had observed small parties of lloors hurry· 
ing towards Krugeradorpj and immediately on reaching the high ground the 
rcar-gunrd was attacked by the Boer force which had followed the column 
durinr' the whole morning. 

I therefore had no further hesitation in opening fire on the Krugersdorp 
position, · . · 

The two 7-pounders and the 12!·pounder 
opened on tho Boer line, making good prac
ti04 under Captain Kincaid-Smith and Cap. 
tain Goalin~ ~~ 1,900 yords, 

lt m~ bll.ve been b;;!re that tho 4.SO p.m. 
waggou.loada of dcall noera woren't 
found. 

12 
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s p.m. Thil flro.""!' kepi up n,ntU 6 p.m. The Bo•n mde proetiMlly no roply,_ 
but l•y qwot 10 the trencnes &nd battery. . · · 

Soouts hning reporl>,d that moot of the trencbeo wore evaouated, the ftrel 
line, coneieting of .the advanced guard (a troop of 100 men), under Colo~el 
White, advance~:· Two Maxims accompanied this force; a strong troop w•th 
• nl•tim formed the right and loft supports on either ft•nk. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Grey, with one troop B.B.P. and one Maxim, had been 
previously detailed to move round and attack the Boers' left. · 

The remaining two troops, with three Maxims, formed the remve and rear. 
guard. . · ' 

The first line advance continued unopposed to within 200 yards of the 
watercourse, when it was oheoked by an exceedingly heavy oross·fire from all 
points of the defence. . . 

Colonel White then pushed hia akirmishere forward into ond beyond the 
w&terooune. -

The left our,port under Inspector Dykes then advanced to prolong the first 
Uno to tho oft, but, divergmg too much to hilJ left, this officer experienced 
• TOry hot fianking fire from the farmhouse and plantation, and w .. driven 
back with some loss. 

Colonel Grey meanwhile had pushed round on the extreme right and oome 
into action. 

•.ao p.m. About this time Major Villiers' patrol returned and reported that the country 
to our right wss open, and that we could easily move round in that direotion, 

It wu now evident that the Boors were in gre&t foroe, and intended holding , 
their position. · 

Without the &rrival of the Johanneeburg · When C.lllora and Rowlands loll 
force in rear of the Boars--an event which I them at l1 l'l..m. thof had not cz• 
had been momentarily expecting-I did nol peered anynne. Yldt C•ll!'"''aroport 
f 1 · t'fied · h' __ , t'··k and C<Jionol H. F. White• lottor. ee JUS 1 1 1n pus m~ a geneuu a. we , 
which would have certamly entailed heavy losses on my small force. 

6.16 p.m. I accordingly loft Inspector Drury with one troop and one Maxim to keep 
in check the Boers who were now lining the edge of the plateau to our left, 
and placed Colonel Grey with two troops B.B.P., onel2~ pounder, and one 
Maxl!D to cover our left flank and continua firing on the bet tory and trenohea 
south of the road. · 

I then made a general flank movement to tho right with the remaining troops. 
Colonel Grey succeeded in shelling tho Boors out of their advanced position 

during the next half· hour, and blew up the battery-house. 
Flank Under thilJ cover the column moved off as far as the first houses of tho 
mo.,meut Randfontein group of mines, the Boers making no attempt to intercept tho 

movement. 
Night was now fast approaching, ·and still there were no si!ms of the 

prom1sed help from Johannesburg. I determined, therefore, to pMh on with 
all speed in the direction of that town, trwting in the darkness to slip 
through any intervening oppositiQD. · 

Two guide• were obtained, the column formed in the prescribed night order 
of march, and wo started off along • road leading direct to Johannesburg. 

At this moment heavy rifle and Maxim fire was suddenly heard from the 
direction of 1\rngersdorp, which lay 1~ milee to the left rear. 

We at once concluded that this could only be tho arrival of the long. 
awaited rninforccmcnts, for we knew that 
Johannesburg had Maxim!l and that the Longaw•ltedl Why,tbtownaolll,y 
Staats' -.Artillery wore not cx.Pecwd to arrive 6 boura aince tho cyclilltllleft. 
until the following morning. To leave our supposed friends in the lurch was 
out oft!" question, I determined at once to movo to their support. 

Loavrng the carts esaorted by one troop on tho road, I adv.nced·rapidly 



APPENDIX B 831 
·' ' '" ' 

"'""" the plaooau toward• Krugersdorp in the direction of the firing, in the 
!ormation showu in the aooompanying sketch. 

After advancing thus for nearly a milo the filing ceaBed, and we peroeiv•~ 
~ho Boers moving in great foree to meet the eolumn. The flankers on tho 
right reported another force threatening that flank. 

b'oaring that an attempt would bo mado to out us off from the. ommunition 
carts, I ordered a retreat on them. 

It was now clear that the firing, whatever might have been the cnnse thereof, 
was not occasioned by the arrival of any force from Johannesburg. 

Precious moments had been lost in the attempt to stand by our friend• at 
all costs, under the mistaken supposition that they eould not fail to carry 
out their repeated promises,' renewed to ns Thb t. reall gn1a 1 1 by letter so lately oell •. m. thio IJ&me day, Y,.. ccn 
It wao now nry nearly dark. In the duak the Boers could be seen closing 
In on three aid-viz., north, out, &nd south. Th• road to JohanneRburg 
appeared completely barred, and the last opportunity of elipping through, 
which had presented itself an hour ago when the renewed firing was hoard, 
was gone, not to return. . · 

Nothing remained but to bivouac In the best position available. Blvou..,, 
But for the unfortunate circumstance of the firing, which we afterwards January I 

beard was due to the exultation of the Boers at the arrival of lar~e reinforce· 
menta from Potohefstroom, the column would have been by thia time (7 p.m.) 
at least four or five miles further on the road to Johannesburg, with an excel-
lent chance of reaching that towu without further opposition. . 

I moved the column to the edge of a wi~e vley to the tight of the road, 
and formed the horses in qU&rter-column under cover of the slope. The carts 
were formed up in rear and on both Ranks, and ftvo Maxims were placed along 
the front so as to sweep the platcnu. 

The other three Maxims and the heavy gnns were posted on the reer and 
flank faces,, 

The men were then directed to lie down between the gnna and on the side ; 
sentries and cossack posts were posted on each face. 

b!canwhile the Boers had occupied the numerous prospecting trenches and 
cuttings on the plntcnu at distance.• from 400 to 800 yards. . 

At 9 p.m. a heavy fir~ was opened on tho bivouac, and a storm of bullets D p.m. 
swept over and around us, apparently directed from all sides o.ocpt the south· 
west. 

The troopa were protected by their position on the slope below the leYel of 
the plateau, eo that the total loss from this fire, which lMtcd about twenty 
minutes, was very inconsiderable, 

The men behaved with admirable ooolncss, and were as cheery as p08sible, 
although very tired and hungry and without water. 

We were then left unmolested tor t'Vo or three hours. · 
About midnight another shower of bullets was poured into the camp, but Midnight. 

the firing was not kept up for long. 
Somewhat later a MaDill gun opened on the bivouac, but failed to got our 

range. . 
At 3.30 a.m. patrols were puohed out on all aides, wliile the force as silently Tlm,.day, 

&nd rapidly as possible was got ready to move olf. JM1111ry i. 
At 4 a.m. a heavy fire was opened by the Boers on the column, and the 

!>atrols driven in from the north and east sides. 
• Note, July, 1899. In the Report of the Seloot Committee of the Howo of Commona 

(No. an of 1897), page 298, al'tl the foUowtng: , 
1 81.r Haury CampbeU.JlannermlUl: Dtd ;rou lUld~n~trmd tbl\t you wore to rne~:~t a 

comlderable force at Krugeradorp oomlng from Johat'ltl.e11httr~t1 
. ~Sir John Wtlloughby: Not uhm "' ltarud from Plt.ant, but certainly alter the letten 

ft'Ceived from the cycll11t1.' ~ 
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Under the Utrection of Major R. White (Msisted by Lieutonant J88ser·Coope) 
the column was formed undercover of the slope. _ 

Soon after this the patrols which had been sent out to the south returned, 
and reported that the ground w&R clear of the Boers in that dire_ction. 

The growing light enabled 118 to ascertoin that the Boors m fore~ were 
oooupying pits to our left and lining the railway embankment for a dllltance 
'('If one and a half miles ri11ht across the dirE'.et road to Johannesburg. 

I covered the movement. of the main body with the B.B.P. and two Maxims 
under Colonel Grey along the original left front of the bivoua<J1 and t1vo troops 
M.M.P., under Major R. White, on the right front. . 

During all thio time the firing ,..., oxee .. ively heevy ; however, tho mam 
body WM parti•lly sheltered by the slope. · · 

Colonel White then led the advance for a mile aero" the vley without 
euua.lty1 hnt on teaching the opposite rise near the Oceanio Mine, WM BUb· 
joeted to t very heevy long.range tiro. Colonel White hereupon very jnrli· 
eionsly threw out one troop to the left to oover the further advance of th• 
main body, 

This w .. somewhat rlelayed, after crossing the ri,.,, by the disappearance of 
?ttr volunteer guide of thP. previous night. 

Some little time elapsed before ano:her guide could he obtained. · 
In the meantime, Lieutenant-Colonel Grey withdrew his force and the 

covering Maxima out of action under the prowction of the bD!.P. oovering 
troops, and rejoined the main body. · 

At this juncture Colonel Grey was shot in the foot, bub most gallantly 
insiswd on carrying on his duties until the close of the action. 

Sub-Inspector Cazalet WM also wounded here, but continued in aotion until 
he"''"' ehot •!;'in in the ch..,t at Doornkop. 

While croll3mg the ridge the column was subjecwd to a very heavy fire, and 
several men and horses were lost here. 

I detailed a rearguard of one troop and two Maxims, under Major R. White, 
·to cover our reer and left flank, and move tho remainder of the troops in the 
ordinary day formation M rapidly forward as possible, 

In thi.e formation a running rear and flank guard fight was kept up for ten 
miles. Wherever the features of the ground admitted, • stand WIIS made by 
various small delllchrnents of the rear and ftsnk guard. In this manner the 
Rom were successfully kept • distance of 500 yards, and repulsed in all their 
efforts to reach the rear and r. .. mk of.the main body. 

In passing through the various minfl8 and the village of Randfontein we 
met with hearty expressions of goodwill from the mining population, who 
profeswd • desire to help if only they had arms. 

Ten miles from.tho start I received intelligence from Colonel Grey, at the 
head of the cc'.umn, that Doornkop, a hill near the Speitfontcin mine was 
held by 400 Boers, directly baning our line of advance. ' 

I repaired immediately to the front, Colonel White remaining with the 
rear-guard. 

On arriving at the head of the column, I found the guns shelling a rid"• 
which our guide etawd Wt\S Doornkop. , 0 

The excellent dispositions for the attack made by Colonel Grey were then 
carried out. 

The B.B.P., under blajor Coventry, who I regret to say was severely 
wounded anrllost aeveral of his men, attacked and cleared the ridge in most 
gallant style and pushed on beyond it. · 

About thio timo lnopector Barry received the wound which we have learnt 
with r:!•f b.., subsequently proved f&t&!, 

Chtef·lnapector Bodle ot tho same time, with two troops ~f. M.P., obarged 
and dt<>ve olf the field • largo foroo of Boon thraatening our left ftank. 
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The guide hed informed us that the road to the right of the hiU was im
l"'""ble, and that there W&S open and easy country to the left. 

This information was misleading. 1 afterwords ascertained that without 
storming the Boer position there w .. no road open to Johannesburg excopt by 
a wide detour of many miles to the right. · 

At this moment Dr. Jameson received a letU!r from the Bigh. Commissioner J.SO a.m. 
again ordering us to desist in our advance. Dr. Jnmeaon informed nle at the 
same time of the most disheartening newa1 viz., tho.t he had received a 
message stating thotJohannesburgwould not or could not come to our .. sist-
ance, and that we must fight our woy through unaided. 

Thinking that the first ridge now in our bonds was Doornkop, we again 
pushed rapidly on, only to find that in reor of the ridge another steep and 
otony· kopJo, some '00 feet in height, was held by hnndreda of Boers, com· 
pletoly covered from our fire. 

This kopje effectually Banked tho road over which the column muet advance 
ab & diotonlle of tOO yai-do, Scouting ohowed that there w .. no way of getting 
round this hill. 

Surrounded on a.ll sidea by the Boers; men ond horses wearied out, out· 
numbered by at Je .. t six to one, our friends having failed to keep their 
promisea to meet us, and my foroo reduced numerically by one.fourth, 1 no 
lon~r. considered that I w:as justified in Wonderfully conatderate 1 aeelnr 
oacnficwg any more of the hves of the men bow they dollberately risked the 
under me, lJVett ot thOUI!aDril'l in Jobanneaburg 
· Ar. previotlllly explained, our ol>ject in when they otart.d, 
coming had been to· render .. sistnnce, without bloodshed if possible, to the 
inhabitants of Johannesburg. This object would in no way be furthered by a 
hope[.,.. attempt to cut our way through overwhelming numbere, an attempt, 
moreover, which mtlllt without any doubt have entailed heavy and meless 
olaughtor. . . · 

. With Dr. Jameson's permission, I therefore sent word to the Commandant 9.16 0.111. 

that we would eurrender, provided that he would give a guarantee of cafe 
conduot out of the country to every member of the force. 

To this Commandant Cronje replied by a guarantee of the lives of &l!, 
provided that we would lay down our arms and pay all expenses. 
. In spite of this guarantee of the lives of all, Commandant Malan subse
quently repudiated the guarantee in so far BS to say that he would not 
answer for the lives of tho lcudeTll, but this was not until our anns hed been 
given up and the force at the mercy of the Boers, 

1 attribute our failure to reach Johannesburg in • great m=ure to loss of · 
timo from the following causes: 

(I) The dolay occasioned by the demonstration in front of Krugersdorp, 
· which had been a'5igned 88 the place of !! . It tl t thl ld 
junction with the JohllDDCSbttrg force. of .tJ~s "to Comc~0 Rlldg&:'1u~d • 

(2) The non·e.nival of that force at nothlngiutlt~lcttoro!ColonelWht~ 
Krugersdorp or of the guides to the and Dr. J~mc~on whJeb tb<ly wrote 
Krugersdorp-Joha.nnesburg sectiOn of the !lot 11 a.m. Wcrlneadny i nothing in 

· · d b h the mess.ago sent by Bugler VClll6, road; as prevtously promise Y J o annes· who was despatched on TbunJday 
burg. · · · before daybreak <I.fttr tba Krugers. 

(3) Tho delay consequent on moving to dorp nghtr !low f• tt th•t tf tho 
firin f h d J h , b · forcca were to meet at Krugorsdorp 

·the ~ o t e suppose o annes nrg Dr.Jam .. ontolegrnphod to Dr. Wola 
column JUSt before dark on Wednesday to meet him tn rout!!, so lUI to dec1de 
evening wheU10r to t11rn off 20 mUu bt.ftrf 

1 ''lJ:' d (1) a eketch-map of the route "''"'""• s:,..,.,..dcry, •nd mam. · · k d dtrect on Pretoria or ro into Johan· 
from ,>tutu to Krn~ersdorp, mar • ~· nC<iblll'f ant! 
Thio datonr.e (164 mlloo) w .. covered m 
juat under 70 hours, tho honoo having been off-saddled ten timu. Tlaa 
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!69 miles between Pitsani and Doornkop oocupied 86 hours, d•·ring 17 or 
which the men were engaged with th• Boors, and were practie&lly without 
food or water, hanng hnd their last meal at 8 a.m. ou the morning of the 
lst January a.t Yan Oudtshoorn's, 17 miles from 1\rugersdorp. 

The average weight carried by each horse was 16 stone, 
{2) List of officers engaged in the expedition and composition of the force . 

marked B. From this it will be seen that there was a total of 494 men and 
olflccrs (exclusive of staff). 

(3) Plans of eng•gemcnts at Krugersdorp and Doornkop, and of the 
bivouac on the night of January 1st, 

1 e&nnot close this narrative without testifying to the very gveat gallantry 
and endurance of all officers, non-commissioned officers, and troopers under 
my command in the field and on the march under moat trying circ111W1tancee. 

CoMPOSITION ow FoRCll; 

Lieutenant-Colonel Sir John Willoughby, Royal 
Horse Guard.'l ... '... Commanding. 

Major Ron, Robert White, Royal Welsh Fusiliers Senior Staff Officer. 
Jllajor 0. Hyde Villiers, Royal Horse Guards Staff Officer. 
Captain Kine&id-Smith, Royal Artillery ... Artillery Staff Officer, 
Captain Kennedy, B.S. A. C.'s Semce ... ... Quartermaster. 
Captain E. Holden, Derbyshire Yeomanry ,.. Assistant Quartermaster. 
Surgeon Captain Farmer, B.S.A. Co, ... • .. ! 
SurgG'!.r~p~i.n s~~n H.~~ilto~.'. l•te .. ~st L:~~ I Medical Officers. 

Lieutenant Grenfell, lot Life Guards ... Remount Officer. 
Lieutenant Jesser-Coope, B.S. A. Co. ... ... Transport Officer, 
Captain Lindsell, late Royal Scots Fusiliers ,., 'In charge Scouts. 

Major Heany, B.S.A. Co, ... ... ... ... Officers temporarily 
Major J. B. Straoey, Scots G•ards... ... ... ~ · 

Captain Foley .. . .. . .. , ... ... attached to Staff. 
Lieutenant Harry R. Holden, late Grenadier Guards 

0FFICE!lS oF. JI!AsnoNALAND Mou,NTED PoLICE. 

Lieuttnant-Colonol Ron. H. F. White, Grenadier 
Guards ... ... 

Inspector Bodle (late Oth Dragoons) 
Inspector Straker, commanding A Troop. 
Inspector Dykes, commanding B Troop. 
Inspector Barry, commanding 0 Troop. 

Commanding. 
2nd in connuan~. 

Inspector Drury, commanding D Troop. 
Sub-lnspectora Scott and Oashel, A Troop. ' 
Sub-Inspectors Tomlinson and Chawn.r, B Troop. 
Sub-Inspectors Cazalet and Williams, 0 Troop. 
Sub-Inspectors 1lurray and Constable, D Troop. 
Artillery Troop-Inspector Bowden and Sub-Inspector Spain. 
Regimental Sergeant-Major Abbott, 

BEC1lU.I.NAL.UID Bol!.DER PoLICE. 

Lioute!WII-Colonol Raleigh Grey, 6th Dn.goono ... Commanding, 
Major Hon. Charles Coventry . .• •· ,,, 2nd in eomm~~nd, 
Or.plllin Goaling, commonding G Troop. 
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Sub-Llent.uaulll HoM'OIIIld Wood, commr.ndlng G Troop, 
Captain Munroe, commanding K Troop, 
Sub-Lieutenant McQueen, oomm&nding K Troop. 
Medical Officer Surgeon Garraway. 
Y eterinary Surgeon Lakie. 
bLM. l'ohco officers and men 
Staff 
Colony boys (lending horseo, etc.) ... 
Horses ... 
Mules ... ... . 
One 12\-pounder, 6 Maxims, 6 Scot<·h -~~rts, 'i' Oap~· cart,"2 

waggona, 
B. B. Police officers and men ... 
Staff ... ... 
Drivers and leaders ... 

, Horses .. . 
Mules ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Two 7-pounders, 2 Maxims, 2 Sooroh carts, 2 Capo carts. 
Officel'1! and men .. , .. , ... ... .. , .. , 
Staff ... 
Drivers, 'leaders, etc . ... 
Horses ... 
Mules ... .. . 
bi.H. AlMims .. . 
12~-pounder 
7-pounder 
Scotch carts 
Cape carts 

AMllUNITION. 

Carried by men &nd natives ... . •. 
Carried in Scotch carts and Cape carts ... 

On the guns 
In carts ..... 

On limber ... • .. 
On one Scot<•h cart 

On limbers ... 
In i')cotch carts 

Total 

Total 

... 
Total 

Total 

as& 

372 
13 Pitsanl 
63 CIUl>p. 

480 
128 

grain 

122 
1 ld&!eklns 

1ocolamn. 
160 

80 

494 To!IW. 
H 
75 

640 
158 

8 
1 
2 
8 
3 

Rounds. 
60 000 L,.·Met 
54:ooo rtae. 

... 104,000 

. ... 

~-7 

17 000 M•:dm. 
2s;ooo 

45,000 -
44 121-
80 poundor. 

124 
= 

70 7-ponnder. 
172 

242 

~ri·=~b~~~~~~~M~~b~ 
gnns •'>d also pellet p~wdcr. , 

The powder used with the 12~· pounder was that known as 'bollistiro.' 
Rocket signals and limelights were carried, but not used, 



886 

On the Penon. 
(A) Rifle (10 rounds), 

APPII:NDIOES 

JI:Ql'IPllE<T 0AilR!T.J), 

Ou lho Badcll&. 
(A) Nosebog (6 lb. groin). 
(b) Cloak on wallet, (b) Bandolier (60 rounde). 

(e) Havci'1!&Ck (!day's ration), 
(d) Water-bottle filled, 

(c) Rifle bucket. 
(d) Patrol tin (with grocery ration). 
(e) Leather ue-holder (every- fourth 

man). 

Near-side wallet, SO roundo and l day's rations. . 
Off-side wallet, 20 rounds, tin dubbin, hold-all, and toweL 
Average weight ca.rricd by horse=l6 stone. 

, , , Scotch oorts=1,600 lb. 

APPENDIX I 

MANIFESTO 

If I am deeply sensible of the honour conferred upon me by being elected 
Chairman of the National Union, I am profoundly impressed with the 
reaponsibilities attached to the position. The issues to be faced in this 
country are so momentous in character that it bas been decided that prior to 
the holding of a public meetin0 a revie1v of the condition of affairs should 
be placed in your hands, in ol'd.or that you may consider matte•~ quietly in 
your homes. It has also been decided that it will be wise to postpone the 
meeting which was to have taken place on the 27th December until the 
6th day of January next. . . · 

On that d•y you will have made up your minds on the various points 
submitted to you, a.nd we will ask yo.u for direction as to our future course 
of a.ction. It is almost unnecessary to recount all the step$ which have been 
taken by the National Union, and I shall therefore confine myself to a very 
short review of what has been done. , 

THE THREE PLANK•. 

The constitution of the National Union is very simple. The three objects 
which we set before ourselves are: (1) 1'he maintenance of tho independence 
of the Republic, (2) the securing of equal rights, and (3) tho redress of 
grievances. This brief but comprehensive programme has never been lost 
sight of, and I think we may challenge contradiction fear!e&,ly when we 
assert that wo have constitutionally, respectfully, and stoodily prosecuted 
our purpose. Last year, you will remember, a respectful petition, praying 
for the franchise, signed by 13,000 men, was received with contemptuous 
laughter and jeers in the Volksraad. This year the Union, apart from smaller 
matters, endeavoured to do three things. 

Tm: RAAD ELECTIONS. 

First we were told that a Progressive spirit was abroad, that twelve out 
of twenty-four members of the ~'irst Volksraad had to be elected, and we 
m~ht reaeonably hope for reform by the type of broad-minded men who 
would be elected. It was therefore resolved that we should do everything in 
our power to &SSiai in ihe election of the b&&t men who were put up by the 
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con•tituenciea, and everything that the law permitted us to do in this diroo· 
t10n was done. . 

DISAPPOINTED l:!OrEll. 

Tho result has been only too disappointing, ., the record of tho debates 
and tho division list in tho Vo!ksraad provo. We were, moreover, told that 
pub!io speeches. in Johannesburg ~revented the Progressive members from 
get\lng a maJority of the Raad to hsten to our requests, that angry passions 
wore inflamed, and that if we would only bold our tongu"" reform would be 
brought about. We therefore resolved in nl!)oynlty to abstain from inflaming 
angry pa~:isions, although we never admitted we hnd by act or speech given 
reason for legislators to refllllo justice to all. Hence our silence for a long 
time. . 

TaE RAILWAY Co:<OF.'!SION NExT. 
We used all our influence to get the Yolksrand to take over the railwa.v 

concession, but, alas I tho President declared with tears in his voice that the 
independence of the country wos wrapped up in this question, and a sub· 
missive Raad swept the petitions from tho table. 

TRE FRANCniSE PETITION, 

Our great effort, however, was tho petition for the franchise, with the 
moderate terms of which you are all acquainted. This petition was signed 
by more than 38,000 persons. What was the result 1 We were called un. 
faithful for not naturalizing ourselves, when natmalizo.tiou means only th&t 
we should give up our original citizenship and get nothing in retnrn, a.nd 
become subject to disabilities. Mom bern had tho calm assurance to state, 
without any grounds whatefet\ tba.t the signatttrcs were forgeries ; and, worst 
of all, one member in an inftan1motory speech challenged us openly to fight 
for 6ur rights, and his sentiment seemed to meet with considerable approval. 
This ia the disappointing result of our honest endcavours to bring about a 
fusion between the people of this State, and the true union and equality 
which &lone can be the basis of prosperity and peace. You all know that as 
the law now stands we ore virtually excluded for ever from getting the 
franchise, and by a malignant ingenuity our children born here are deprived 
of the ri~hts of citizenship unless their fathers take an. oath of allegiance, 
which bnngs them nothing but disabilities. 

TilE Br.l"''ER CnY oF TRE 'UITLANDER.' 

·We are the vast majority in this State. We own more than half the llWd, 
and, taken in the a~gregate, we own at least nine· tenths of the property in 
this country j yBt 1n a.ll matters affecting our lives, our liberties. and our 
properties, wo have absolutely no voice. Dealing now first ll;th the legisla
ture,·we find taxation is imposed urou w without any.ropresentation what~ 
ever; that taxation is wholly inegurt.1.ble, (a) because a. much greater amowlt 
is levied from the people than ,. required for tho nocds of Government; 
(b) because it is either class taxation pure and simple, or by tho selection of tho 
subjects, though nominally universal, it ill made to fall upon our shoulders ; 
and (c) because the necessaries of life are unduly burdened. 

. AstrsE OF PunLIO EXP&'<Drnnm.' 
E:tpenditare is not controlled by any public officiAl independent of the 

Government. v .. t eums ""'squ&lldered, while tho Secret Service Fund is • 
"'" 
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dark mystery to everybody. But, essential as the power to control ta.atlon 
and expenditure is to a free people, there are other matters of the gravest 
importance whioh are equally precious. The Legislature in this country is 
tho supreme power, apparently uncontrolled by any fixed Constitution. The 
chance will of a majority in a Legislature cloctod by one·third of the people 
is capable of dominating us in every relation of life; a.nd when ·we l'emcmLcr 
that those who hold power belong to a different race, speak a dill'erent 
language, and have different pursuits from ourselves, that they regard us with 
suspicion and even hostility, that, o.s a rule, they are not cdnca.ted men, a.ud 
that their passions are played upon by unscrupulous adventurers, it must be 
admitted that we are in very gra\'e danger. 

TRIBUTE TO TilE MODE!l'ATES, 

I think it is but just to bear tribute to the patriotic endeavours of a small. 
band of enlightened men in the Yolksraad who have earnestly condemned tho 
policy of the Government and warned them of its dauger. To Mr. Joppo, 
Ur. Lucas Meyer, the De Jagcrs, Mr. Loveday, and a few others in the First 
Raad, le&ving out the Second Ruild, we owe our best thanks, for they have 
fought our battle and confirmed tho justice of our cause. But when we look 
to the debal<ls of the last few years, what do wo find 1 All through a spirit 
of hostility, all through an endeavour not to meet the just wants of the · 
l"oplc, not to remove {,'Tievances, not to establish the claim to our loyalty by 
JUSt treatment and equal laws, hut to repress the publication of the truth, 
however much it mi~ht be required in the pnblic interest, to prevent us from 
holding public mcetrngs, to interfere with the Courts, and to keep us in awe 
by force. 

TuE PowEns o~ TilE ExECl!TlVE. 

There is now threal<lned a danger even graver than those which havo 
preceded it. The GoV'ernment is seeking to get through the Legislature a.n 
Act which will vest in the Executive tho power to decide whether men liave 
been guilty of sedition, and to deport them and confiscate their goodo. The 
Volk.,..d has by resolution affirmed the principle, and has instructed tho 

, Government to bring up a Bill accordingly next session. To.day this power 
rests justly with the courts of law ; and I can only say that, if this Bill 
becomes law, the power of the Executive Government of this countr,v would 
be as absolute ,. the power of the Czar of Russia. We shall have sa1d good-
bye finally to the last principle of liberty. · 

PRESIDENT KR!IGER INDICTED. 

Coming to the Executive Government, wo find that there is no tru~ 
reoponsibility to the people, none of the great departments of State are 
~ntrolled by M.inisl<lrial olli;crs i.n th~ prorer sense, the President's will is 
VIrtually supreme, and he, w1th hlB umque mflucuce over the legislators of 
the House, State-aided by an able, if hostile, State Secretary, has been the 
author of every act directed against the liberties of the people. It is well 
that this should be. recognised. It is well that President Kruger should bo 

. known for what he IS, and that once for all tlJC fnlsc pedestal on which he has 
so long stood should be destroyed. I challenge contradiction when I state 
that no imp_ortant Act has found a pla<e on th~ Statuto-book during the last 
ton years Without the seal of PI'cSidcnt Kruger s mil upon it ; nay, he is the 
father of every such Act. Remember that all legislation is initiatod by the 
Governme~t, and, moreover\ President Kruger h":' eipressly supported every 
Aot ~y which we _and our children ha_ve been depnvod by progrOS8ivo st&pa of 
tho nght to acq111re franchise, by which taxatiOn hu beon impoaod upon uo 
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almost exolUBivel,r, and by which the right and the liberty of the rr,., and 
the right of publio meeting have boon attaekod. 

Tml JUDGl!.tl A.ND THE LIBERTY or THE SUBJEOT. 

Now we come to the judicial system. The High Court of this oountry baa, 
in the absence of representation, been the solo guardian of our liberties, 
Although it has on tho whole dono ito work ably, affairs are in a very 
unsatisfactory position. The judg<1s have been underpaid, their salaries have 
never been secure, the most undif,'Dified treatment ha.s been meted out to 
them, and the status and the independence of the Bench have on more than 
one occasion been attacked. A deliberote attempt was made two years ago 
by President Kruger and the Government to roduco the bench to a position 
subordinate to the EA:ecutive Govcrnment1 and only recently we had in the 
Witfontein matter the !not of the cases in which the Legislature interfered 
with vested righte of action, The administration of justice by minor otticiala, 
by native commissioners, and by field-cornets, has produced, and is producing, 
the gravest unrest in the country ; and, lastly, gentlomen, 

Tux GR'EAT BuLwAn or LIBERTY, 

tho right to trial by jurymen who are our peers, is denied to us. Only the 
burgher or naturalized burgher is entitled to be a juryman ; or, in other 
words, any one of us is liable to be tried upon the graveot charge possible by 
jurymen who are in no sense our peers, who belong to a di!ferent race, who 
regard ua with a greater or lesser degree of hostility, and whoso. possions, if 
iullarned, might prom~t them, as weak human creatures, to inflict the gravest 
injustice, even to deprtve men of their lives. Supposing, in the present tens& 
condition of political feeling, any one· of 1lll were tried boforo a Boer jury on 
any chaq;e having a political flavour about it, should we be tried by our 
peersJ anu should we ho.ve & chance of receiving even-handed justice Y 

THE SECRET· SEI\VIOB FuND. 

When we.oome to the Administntion, we find that there ill tho grossest 
e:xtre.va~n.nce, that Sooret . .Service moneys are squandered, that votes are 
exceeded, that tho public credit il pledged, !IS it was pledged in the case of 
tho Netherlande Railway CompanJ, and later etiU in tho case of the Selati 
Railway, in a manner which is wholly inconsistent with the best intereste of 
the people. 

SQIIil!DERING TRB PlJBLIO RI!VI<N'O'E. 
The Delage• Bay festivities are an bstanco of • reckless disregard of a 

Parliamentory vote; £20,000 was voted for those useless festiviti6ll-aboub 
£60,000 was really expended, and I believe certain favoured gentlemen 
hailing from Holland derived tho principal benefit. It is said that £400,000 
of our money has been tmnsfl:lrred for some extraordinary purpose to Holland, 
Recently £17,000 i.o said to have been sent out of tho country with Dr. Leyds 
for Secret Ser1ice purposes, aud the public audit seems • farce. When the 
Pro{)'ressive members endeavoured to get an explanation about large sums of 
mo,;'oy they were silenced by • vote of the majority prompted by Pr.,iden~ 
Kruger. T~e administration of the public service is in a scandalous condition. 

A Oo&&un· LEGISI.ATI1I!.L 

Bribery and corrurtion ore raml?'!nt. W o have had members of the Raad 
oocepting pr.,ente o imported sptders and wa!Alhes wholesale from men who 
. ' . ~ 
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worupplying for conoe,.ions, and we have the singular fact that in overy 
instance the recipient of the gift voted for tho conces5ion, We have the 
Pre&ident openly stating that ouch &eceptanoe of presents waa wholly moral. 
W s hove a condition of a!f&irs in wh1ch tho time of the mooting of tho 
Volksread iB looked upon aa the period of the greatest danger to our interests, 
and it is an open secret that a class of man has spmng up who iB in constant 
f.ttendance upon the members of tho Volkaraad, and whose special business 
•ppears to be tho 'influencing' of members one way or the other. It iB 
openly stated that enormous sums of money have been spent, some to produce 
illegitimate results, some to guard against fresh attacks upon vested rights, 
The Legislature passed an Act solemn1y denouncing corruption in the publio 
strvico. One man, not an official, was punished under the law, but nothing 
has ever beeu done since to eradicate the evil. 

AND A TAINtED CIVIL SERV!OE· 

1 think thousands of you are satisfied of tho venality of many of our publio 
oervants. 1 wish to guard against the assumption that all public servants 
are corrupt. Thank God there are many who are able and honourable men, 
and it must be gall and wormwood to these men to find the whole tone of the 
service destroyed, and to have themselves made liable to be inoluded under 
one general denunciation. But there can be no health in an adminiBtration, 
and the public morals must be sapped a!Bo, when such things .. the Smit 
we and the recent Stiemens caae go unnoticed and unpunillhed. 

Two GLAliiNG OASES, 

1 think it right to state openly what those cases are. N. J. Smit ill the 
son of a member of the Government. Be absented himself for months withoub 
leave. He was meantime charged in the newspapers with embezzlement. • He 
returned, was fined £25 for being absent without leave, and was reinstated in 
ot!ice. He ill now the ~lining Commissioner of Klerksdorp. He has been 
charged in at least two newsp>pers-one of tl1em a Dutch newspaper, Land en 
Volk, published within a stone's throw of the Government Office-with bein• 
w. • unpunished thie(j' and yet the Government have taken nO notice of it~ 
nor bas he thought fit to bring an action to clear himself. In the Stiemens 
case two officials in the Mining Department admitted in the witness-box that 
they had agreed to further the application of a relative for the grant of a 
piece of public land at Johannesburg on condition that they were each to 
receive one quarter of tho proceeds. A third official, tho Landdrost of 
Pretoria, admitted that he had received £300 for his 'influence' in furthering 
the application; yet no notice had been taken by tho Government of their 
"'"ndalous conduct, and sad to say judges who heard tho case did not think 
it their duty to comment strongly upon the matter. 1 have in m.v possession 
now a notarial deed which proves that the Railway Cowm: .. ,!:oner, the 
Landdrost, snd the Commandant of Pretoria are members of a syndicate 
whos• avowed object is, or was, to wrest from the companies their right to . 
the 'bewaarplaatsen.' This shows what is going on, and what is the m.,...ure 
of safety of title to property. Those who should guard our rights are our 
worst enemies. In a !aw introduced by the present Government, the Govern. .. 
. men~ instead of the Courts, are the final judges in cases of disputed elections, 
No Election Committees are allowed. This operates against candidates 
opposed to the Government, because the Government baa virtually a vaat 
standing a~y of co'?mittee .men, henohmen, officials bein!l a~owed openly 
to tako part 1D swaywg elections, and the Government bemg 1n a position 
'by the diBtribution of contracts, appointmente, purohoae of eonc,..lons, th~ 
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expenditure of Secret Sorvico money and otherwise, to bring into exiatenoo 
&nd maintain • Iorge number of supporters who act &S canv .... ers alwaya on 
the right side in time& of elections, 

NATIVE AFFAIRS, 

The &dministration of native affairs is • gross scandal and • souree of 
immense loss and danger to the community. Native Commissioners h•ve 
been perrnittod to practise extortion, injustice, and cruelty upon the notives 
nuder their jurisdiction. The Government hn.s allowed petty tribes to be 
goaded into· rebellion. We have had to pay the costs of the • wars,' whilo 
the wretched victims of their policy have had their triboa broken up, eourcea 
of native labour have been destroyed, and largo numbers of priaonere have 
been kept in gaol for something like eighteen months without trial. 'It wu 
stated in the newspapers that, out of sixty-three men imprisoned, thirty·ono 
had died in that per1od, while the rest were languishing to death for want of 
vegetable food. We have had revelations of repulsive cruelty on the p&rt of 
field·corneta. We all remember the Rachmann ""se, and the April ca.se, in 
whioh the ju<)ges found field-cornets guilty of brutal conduct to unfortunate 
natives; but the worst features about these cases is that the Government 
b&S set the seal of its approval upon the acts of these officials by paying the 
costa of the action.s out of public funds, and the President of the State a fow 
days ago made the astounding statement in regard to the April case, that, 
notwithstanding the judgment of the High Court, the Government thon~hb 
that Prinsloo was right in his action, and therefore paid the costa. The 
Government ill enforcing the 'plakkeiswet,' w.hich forbids the locating of 
more than five families on one farm. The field-cornets in various districts 
hava recentll broken up homes of large numbers of natives settled on 
'Uitlanders' lands, ju..t at the time when they had sown their crops to 
provide the next winter's food. Tho application of this law is nost uneven, 
.. large. numbers of natives are left on the farms of the Boors .. Quito recently 
a. well·known citizen brought into the country at great expense some hut\drei,ls 
of families, provided them with Lmd, helped them to start life, stipulating 
only that he should be able to dra~v from amongst them labour at a f•ir wage 
to develop his properties. Scarcely had they beon settled when the field
cornet came down and scattered the people, distributing them among Boer 
farms. The sources of the native labour supply have been seriously interfered 
with at the borders by Govomment measures, and difficulties have been placed 
in the way of transport of natives by railway to the mines. These things 
aro all a drain upon us as a State, and many of them are a burning disgr&eo 

, to 1lll &a a people. · 
Tm: Enuo.a.TIOl" So.um.u.. 

The great pnblio that subscribes the bulk of the revonue is virtually 
denied all benefit of State aid in education. There has L.en a delibemto 
attempt to' Hollanderizo the Republic, and to kill the English language, 
Thousands of children are growing up in this land in ignorance, unfitted to 
rnn the race of life, and there is tho possibility that a largo number of them 

. will develop into criminals. We have had to tax ourselves privately to ~>n•rd 
ogainet these dan"ers, and the iniquity of denying education to the children 
of wen who areJ~ying taxes is so manifest that I pass on with mingled feel· 
ings of anger an disgust. • ~ 

. . .RAILWAYS. 

Thill important branch ·or the public service iB entirely iii the h&nds of • 
aorpor•tion domiciled in Holland. · ThiB corporation hoi& a cone .. •ion, of 
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course under which not only was there no adequaU! control over expenditure 
in construction, but it is entitled to charge and is oharging ns outrageous 
tariffs.· How outrageous these are will be "en from the admi ... ion·made by 
Mr. Middelberg that tho short section of 10 miles between Boksburg and 
Krngersdorp is paying more than the interest on the cost of the construction 
of tho whole line of roil way to Delagoa Bay. To add these to its general 
revenue, of which 10 per cent. is set aside as a sinking fund, and then to 
take for itself 15 per cent. of the balance, the Oompany reports annually to 
the Raad from Amsterdam in a language which is practi~ally foreign to it, 
and makes up its accounts in guelaers, a coinage which our legislators, I 
venlllre to aay, know nothing of; and this is independence. W o are liable 
as gnarontors for the whole of tho debt. Lines have been built entirely on, 
our credit, and yet we have no say and no control over these important publio 
worko· beyond the show of control which is supposed to be exercised by the 
present Railway Commissioner. The Oompany, in conjunction with the 
Executive Government, is in a posWon to control our destinies to a.n enormous 
extent, to inftuence our relations inwrnally and externally, to bring about 
such friction with the neighbouring States .. to set the whole ot South Africa 
in tumult, ·Petitions have been presented to the Raad, but the President baa 
constantly brushed these aside with the woll.worn argument that the inde· 
pendence of the Stato is involved in the matter. It is involved in the matter, 
os all who remember the recent Drifts question will admit. I have been told 
th&t it is dangerous for the country to tako over the railway, because it would 
afford.such an immense field for corruption. Surely this is the strongest con· 
demnation of the Government by its friende, for if it is not fit to run a rail· 
way, how can it be fit to manage a whole State 1 The powers controlling this 
railway are Oooding the public service with Hollanders to the exclusion of our 
own people, and I may here say that in the most important departments of 
the State we arc being controlled by the gentlemen from the Low Oountry. 
While the innocent Boer hugs to himself the delmlion that he is preserving 
his independence, they control us politically through Dr, Leyda, financially 
through the Netherlands Railway, educationally through Dr. Mansvelt, and 
in the Department of Justice through Dr. OosU!r. · 

OusroM AND TI!.A.D!, 

The policy of tho Government in regard to ta:ution may be praotically 
described as protection without productiOn. The most monstrous hardship• 
result to consumers, and merchants can acaroely say from day to day where 
they are. Twice now has the Government entered into competition with 
traders who have paid their licenses and rents and who keep atalfs. Recently 
grain became scarce. The Government were petitioned to suspend the duties, 
which arc cruelly high, in order to assist the mining industry ,to feed its 
labourers. The Government refused this request on the plea that it was not 
in a position to suspend duties without the permission of the Volkoraad, and 
yet within a few days we find that the Government has grouted a concession 
to one of its friends to import grain free of duty and to sell it in competition 
with the merchants who have had to pay duties. I do not attempt to deal 
with this important question adequately, but {,~Ve this examl'le to show how 
the Government regards the rights of traders. 

MoNOPOLIF.'!, 

It hos been the steady policy of the Government to grant concessions. No 
1ooner does &ny commodity become abso!utel,Y essentinl to the community 
than some harpy endeavours to get a concessiOn for its supply. Th""' is 
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scarcely a commodity or a right which h,;. not bcon made the subject of an 
application for the grant of • concession. We all remember tho hrcacl a.nd 
jam. concession, the water concession, tho electria lighting concession, and 
many others, but I need only point to the dynamite concession to show how 
these monopolies tend to paralyze our industries. There may bo some of you 
who hove not yet hoard, and some who hove forgotten, the facto connected 
with this outrage upon public rights. 

STORY O'B' TnE DYNAMITE CoNcESSION. 

Some years ago Mr. Lippert got a concession for the sole right to ma~;u: 
facture and sell dynamite and all other explosives. He was to manufaoture 
the dynamite in this country. For years he imported dynnmito under the 
name of Guhr lmpregne duty free. He never mamtfnctured dynamite in the 
country, and upon p1tblic exposure the Government waa compelled to cancel 
the concession, the. President himself denouncing the action of the conceo· 
sionnaire as fraudulent. For n time we breathed freely, thinking we wero 
tid of this incubus, but within a. few months tho Government granted 
virtually to the same people another concossion, under which they are now 
taking from the pockets of the public £600,000 per annum, and this is a 
charge which will go on growing should the mining industry survive the 
l"'rsistent attempts to strangle it. How a body charged with the public 
tnterests could be parties to this scandalous fleecing of the public passes com. 
prehension. Then, the curious feature about the matter is that tho Govern· 
ment gets some petty fraction of this vast sum, and the conceS!!ionnaires 
have on this plea. ~obtained enormo~ advances of public moneys from the 
Government, without security, to carry on their trade. Shortly, the conces· 
sionn.ires are entitled to charge 90s. a ca.se for dynamite, while it could be 
bought if there were no concession for about 80s. a case. It may be stated· 
incidentally that Mr. Wolmarans, a member of the Government, haa been 
for years challen~ed to deny that he is enjoying a royalty of 2s •. on every case 
of dynamite sola, and that Ito has up to the present moment neglected to 
take up the challenge~ Proper municipal government io denied to us, and 
we all know how much this means in regard to health, comfor~ and the 
value of ).'roperty. The Statute Books are disfigured with onactmento im· 
posing rehgious disabilities; and the En~ !ish language-the language spoken 
by the great bulk of the people-is nenied all official recognition. Tho 
natural result of the existing condition of things is that tho true owners of 
the mines are those who have invested no capital in them-tho Government, 
the railway concessionnaires, the dynamite concessionnaires, and others. 
The country is rich, and under proper government could be developed mar· 
vellously, but it cannot stand the drain of tho present exactions., We lt&ve 
lived largely upon foreign capital, and the total aJDouut of the dividends 
av.ilablo for shareholders in companies is ridiculously small as compared 
with the aggregate amo\Ult of capital investod in mining ventures. Some 
day the inevitable result upon our credit and upon our trade will be forced 
upon uo, 

HATRED 0~ THE SAXON. 

There is no disguising the fact that the original policy of the Governmenb 
is based upon intense hostility to the English·speaking population, and th&t 
even against the enfranchised burgher of this State there is the detennin•· 
tion to retain all power in the hands of tho•• who •re enjoying the aweeta of 
o!lice now, and natnrally the grateful crowd of rel&tiono and friend• and 
henchmen &rdontly oupport tho e:rioting regime ; but there are nnmilt&koblt 
Dips, •nd tho Pr•oideni Coon thai tho polioy which ho hAl hitherto adopted 
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will not be sufficient w keep in check the gro1ving population. It seems the 
£Ct purpose of Government to repress the growth of the industry, to tax it 
at every turn, to prevent the working: classes from settling hore and nmking 
their homes and RUrrow1ding thcmselvo.s with their families, and there ia no 
misU\kiJlg tho signiticance of the notion of the President when he opposed the 
throwin" open of the town lands of Prctom on the ground that he m1~ht 
have a >~cond Johannesburg there,' JIOr that of his speech upon tho motion 
for the employment of diamond drills to prospect Government lands, which 
he opposed hotly on the ground that 'there ill too much gold here already.' 

T!!K PoLICY or FonoE. 
We now have openly the policy of force revroled to us. £250,000 is to bo 

spout upon the completing a fort at Pretoria, £100,000 is to be spent upon 
a fort to terrorize the inhabitants of Johannesburg, large orders arc sent to 
Krupp's for big guns, Maxims bnve been ordered, and we are even told that 
Gcrmnu oflicers a.re coming out to drill the burghers. .Are these things 
necessary, or ore they calculatcd to irritllte the feeling to breaking point 1 
What necessity is there for forts in peaceful inland towns 1 Why should the 
Government endeavour l<l keep us in subjection to 1mjust laws by the power 
of the sword instead of making themselvos live in the heart of the people by 
a broad policy of jUBtice1 What can he ll\\id of a policy which deliberately 
divides the two great sections. of the people from each other instead of uniting 
them under equal laws, or the policy which k .. ps us in eternal tul'llloil with 
the neighbouring States I What shall be said of the stal<!craft, every act of 
which sows torments, discontent, or race ha.tl;ed, and reven.ls a conception of 
republicanism under which the only privilege of the m'\iority of the people 
is to provide the revenue, and to bear insult, while only those are considered 
Republicans who speak a certain language, and in great<lr or le~ degree share 
tho prejudices of the ruling classeo 1 . . . 

A ST!llRING PERORATION. 

I think this policy can never succeed, unless men are absolutely bereft of 
every quality which made their forefathers free men; unlcsa we have fallen 
so low that wo are prepared to forget honour, self-respect, and our duty to 
our children. Once more I wish to state again in unmistakable la.nl!ua.ge 
what has boen so frequently stated in perfect sincerity before, that we a.,;,. 
an independent republic which shall be • true republic, in which every man 
who is prepotcd to take tl•o oath of allcgianco to tho State shall have equal . 
rights, in which our children shall be brought up side by side as united 
memb~rs of e. strong commonwealth ; that \\'El are animated by no race hatred, 
that we desire to deprite no man, be his nationality what it may, of any 
right. 

· THE CJLil\TEn ~~ tnE UmoN. 
We have now only two questions to consider: (a) What do we want 1 

(b) Flow shall we get it 1 I nave alated plainly what our grievances are, and 
I shall nnS\ver with e~ual directness tho question, 'What do we want 1' We 
want: (!) the est>hlrshment of this Republic OS a true Republic; (2) a 
Grondwet or Constitution which shall bo framed by competent po1~on• 
solected by repre;entathes of the whole people and f>amed on lines laid down 
by them-a Constitution which shall be,.,feguarded against hasty altcration; 
(3) an e<juitahle franchise law, and fair representation ; ( 4) equality ot the 
Dutch and English languages ; (5) responsibility of the Legiilature to the 
beads of the great departments; (6) remov&l of religieu• dieabilities; (7) in-
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dependence of the court. of juatico, with adequate and secured remuneration 
of tho judges ;.(8) liberal and comprehensive education; (9) efficient civil 
service, with adequate provision for i"'Y and pension; (10) [reo trade in 

· South African product... That is what we want. There now remains the 
question which is to be. put before you a.t the meeting or January 6, viz., 
How shall we get it 1 To this question I shall expect from you an answer in 
plain toi1IIJ according to your deliberato judgment. · 

' CHARLES LEONARD, . 
OhaiT1TUM1 cf tlu: Tra""'<Ud NaliunaJ U11itm. 

APPENDIX K 
' ' ' . 

THE CASE OF THE CHIEFTAINESS TOEREMETSJANI 

ON the reports. which have appeared, the cMe or cases of Tocremet.sjnui 
v. P. A. Cronjc, Jcsaja v. P. A. Crouje and D. J. Schocman, Srgolo v. 
P. A. Cronje and J. A. Erasmus, have attracted, as well they might, a good 
deal of attontion. · The following r&mme and commentary were compiled by 
a legal gentleman who was present during the trial, but not professionally 
employed in it. 

The fact. revealed in the evidence (writes our correspondent) speak pretty 
_well for themselves, but they were brought out inw lm id prominence 10 the 
oross~examina.tion of Comm!lnda.ut Oronje by .Mr. Justice Jorissen. In order 
to make the case quite clear, it is n.s well to state, for the benefit of those 
who are not intimately acquainted with things in the Transvaal, that thlB 
Mr. Cronje, who is now the Superintendcnt·General of Natives, is the oame 
Oronj~·concerning whose action in regard to Jameson's surrender there was eo 
muoh discussion. After the Jameson Raid, President Kruger, pursuing his 
policy of packing the Executive with his own friends, decided to put Cronje 
upon the Executive, for which purpose he induced General Joubert to resign 
his position a.s Superintondent-Generalof Natives. The President's intention 
becoming known to Raad members,· the strongest possible objection wn.s 
expressed to this conme, as being wholly unconstitutional and in diroct 
conflict with. the Grondwot, the President in the first place having no right 
to add to the number of E~ecutivo members, and no authority for appointing 
any person to till& v&cancy if there were one. Notice of motion was promptly 
given in tho Raad to instruct the Executive not w take the proposed course, 
as the Raad felt thnt the privilege and power of appointing members on the 
Executive rested with them alone. Twenty-four hours' .notice wn.s requisite 
to bting a walter up for discussion before the Raad. President Kmger, 
hearing that notice had been given, pr,•mptly called a meeting of the 
Executive and appointed Mr. Cronj6 in defiance of the notice of motion, so 
that when the motion came on for discussicn on the following day he replied 
w the Raad's instruction that it was too late w discuss the matter, the 
appointment having been mnde. Mr. Cronje, therefore, appears on the scene 
on this oeca8ion \\ithoutmuch to prejudice the unbin.sscd reader in his favour. 
The oircumsta.nces of the surrender of the Potchcfstroom garrison, which wa.s 
secured by treacherously suppressing the news or the armistice between the 
two forces (a treachery for which public re~aration wn.s afterwards exacted by 

'Sir Evelyn Wood), the treatment of cortam prisoners of war (compelled to 
work for the Boers, exposed to the fire and being shot down b:y their own 
frionde in the garrieon), the summary execution of other p111loners, the 
refusal to &!low certain of the women to leave tho British garrison, r88ulting 
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in the death of at least one, are matl<lra which, although oixteen yeal'l! old, 
are quite fresh in the memory of the people in the Transvaal. The condition 
of Dr. Jameson's surrender revived the feeling that Mr. Cronje has need to 
do something remarkable iu another direction in order to encourage that 
confidence in him a.s an impartial and fair-minded man which his pnst 
career unfortunately doea not warrant. Command&nt Trichard, mentioned 
in this connection as & witness, was one of the commandants who refused to 
confirm the terms accorded by Cronjtl to Jameson. blr. Abel Erasmus is a 
gentleman so notorious that it would be quite unneceasery to further describe 
him, He is the one whom Lord Wolseley described as a fiend in human 
form, and threatened to 'hang as high a.s Haman.' Abel Era.smus is the 
man who had desolated the t.ydenburg district; the hero of the cave aff•.· ·1 
in which men, wornen, and children were closed up in • cave &nd burnt to
death or suffocated ; a man who is the living terror of a whole countryside, 
the mere mention of whose name is sufficient to cow any native. Mr. Scboe:. 
man is the understudy of Abel Erasmus, and is the hero of the satchel case, 
in which an unfortunate native was flo"ged welJ.nigh to death and rortured 
in order to wring evidence from him, who1 it was afterwards discovered, knew 
absolutely nothing about the affair. The Q.ueen, or Ohieftaine9S, Toeremeta· 
jani is the present head of the Secoooeni tribe, and the head wife of the late 
chief Secocoeni. This tribe, it will be remembered, wa.s the one which 
suc<.e.ssfully resisted the Boers under President Burger and Commandant 
Paul Kruger-<~ successful resistance which was one of the troubles leading 
directly to the abortive annexation of the Transvaal. The Secoooeni tribe 
were afterwards conquered by British troops, and handed over to the tender 
mercies of the Boer Government upon the restoration of ita independence. 

It is n...,...ry to bear these facta in mind in order to realize the hideous 
oignifioanoe of the unvarnished tale. 

Now to the trial. 
Mr. Advocate WE.'lilELS, who acl<ld for the natives, gauging 'Pretty 

accurately what the defence would be, called two witnesses to prove the 
primdfaci< case. Je.saja, one of the indunas flogged, whose case was first on 
the roll, proved that he w,. flogged by order of Commandant Cronje without 
&ny form of trial, and without any charge or indictment being made agoinat 
him, and that he received twenty·six lashes, the extra one being given 
because he declined to soy 'Thank you ' for the twenty·five. Commandant 
Trichard next gave evidence, and from him Mr. WESSELS elicited that Cronje 
had gone through no form of trial, but handed over Jesaj& &nd the o'lber 
twelve indunas to be flogged by Erasmus and Schoeman. · , 

Advocate: Do you positively swear that Commandant Cronje specified the 
oentenco of twenty·five lashes each 1 

Wituess: Yes. 
Which answer was quite in accordance with the pleas of Emsmus and 

Schoeman, who stated specifically that they administered the lashes in accord· 
once with the orders and sentence given by Commandant Cronje. The Conrb 
held that a sufficient primd fac'rloaso had' been made out by the plaintiff, 
&nd th&t the onllil now lay on the defendant. to prove their case. The 
witn..,.es called .were Co.mm~nda~t Cronje and Mr. Stiemens,. secretary to the 
former,, Mr. St•emens In h1s eVIdence fully corroborated Trichard's evidence 
., to the passing of the sentence by Cronj6 upon the indunas, and t!le absence 
of any form of tnal ; and nothmg more need be aa1d about thiS witness, 
With Mr. Cronje'e evidence, however, it is necessary to deal at length. 
Mr. Cronjo odmitted under cross-examination that ho bad not observed any 
particular form of trial, although, as was pointed out, the law dealing with 
n•tiv• tri•l• alated opecifically 'that tho rulea which govern procedure ill 
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oivilized conrl! ohall be followed as closely aa possible.' Ho siLted that aa 
regards the Ohieftaineas, he called her up and l:Olld over· to her 'point by 
point the indictment under which she was charged,' which indiotmon~ 
howfl1er, aa he admitted, consiJted merely of a lettor of complaint written by 
FieJ<f.Cornet Sehoeman to him .. Snperintendent.General of N alive•. Ho 
claimed that no form of trial wos neeosS&ry, in .. mnch aa he acted under tho 
authority of the President, who has supreme power over nativ .. , and wu not 
obliged to observe any particular form of trial. 'Point by point I read the 
oharge,' to nso his own words, 'against the woman, and point by point I 
could see by her demeanour that she was guilty.' As regards the thirteen 
indnnas, Mr. Cronje admitted that he did not know whether these were 
indunas. He considered them guilty, not because they had done anything, 
but becauso in their position as advisers of the Chieftainess they ought to 
have advised her bett.r than they appeared to have done, lnstrnctions had 
therefore been given to arrest these mdunas, and they had caught as many as 
they could. There was no evidenoe to show that they were indunas, or that 
they were ev<r in a position to advise or bad advised the Chieftainess; in 
fact, it was admitted that they were &lot of thirt.en caught out of a tribe as 
one might cotch so many eheep out of a fiock. Mr. Cronje denied that ho 
had sentenced these men, and repcat.dly stated that he bad handed them 
over to Erasmu• &nd Sohooman, to be d .. Jt with aceordin~ to law. 

Mr. WF.SSEUI oross·cxamincd the witness upon this point as follows: 
Advocaro: I believe Cornrnandont Trichard accompanied you on this com· 

mission f 
Witness: Yes. ' 

. Advocate: He w .. present throughout the whole proceeding 1 
Witness : Yes. • 
Advoeate: He had every opportunity of knowing what took pl&co and 

what was said 1 
Witness: Yes. 
Advocate : You will be ourprised to hear that Mr. Trichnrd stqtes that you 

aotnally passed sentence upon the thirteen indunas in such words as, ' I hand 
;rou over to the Native Commissioner and Field-cornet to be dealt with accord· 
tng t<llaw. And you instigatonl will get twenty.fivolsshes each between the 
ohouldenl.' Do you pooitively deny that you said anything about twenty-five 
lashes! 

Witneas: Y .. , I deny it. 
Advooate: Do you deny that yon gan any indioation or opinion aa to what 

ongh~ to be dono with these men 1 
Wttness: Yes. 

- Ad•ocate: Well, Mr. Oronje, I want to know which of you two the Court 
is to believe, you or Commandant Trichard I 

Witness : Commandant Trichard has made a mistake. 
Advocate: No, no, no, Mr. Cronje, that won't do; there are no mistakes 

in this business. I want you to tell the Court which of you two men under 
oath is lying and which is telling tl>e truth .•. 

Witness : Commandant Triohara is lying, 
· (At this point there wa.• some commotion in Court caused by Commandant 

Trichard jumpin" up and making use of some expressions towards the witness. 
The mattor endea in a rather fierce altercation after the Court adjonrncd.) It 
is only necessary to add that Mr. Stiemens, who followed Cronje, fully CO!'fO• 
bol'!lted Trichard's CVIdence. · There were many other mt.restmg poml! 
brought out by .Mr. WESSELS in his cross-exnminR-tion, but it is unnecessary 
to further detail this port of the proceedings, as the sarnefound was covered 
bf Mr. JUlltico Jorwen, who took tho·wltness in bon , &nd who" orOSSo 
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c1a.mine.tion brought out the salient features of the ca.:>a with extroma vivid· 
ness &nd dramat.ic effect. The J111lgtJ first. d~~it wit.h that portion of th& 
Erridenoe relating to the S6·0&Iilld trial of the Chieftaines.s. 

Jndgu; Mr. OronjO, in your eridonce jUdt now you aa.id that you rea~ over 
to this woman tbe chargt~ that was laid 1:\g!Uuat her. . 'Point by point' you 
MY you read it to her. ~md 'p<~int l>y pobtt' y1;u could 'see by her deme!\nour 
thot silo w., guilty.' Is that so! 

Witness: Y~. 
Judge: Very well, ~fr. Ornuje. I will tako the ind..ictzr.ent, 4 pt)int by point1' 

a.s you did.. P(lint tho first, lli. Oronj6. (The Judi:\e here road the first of 
the seven <Jlau.s&S in &.hooman's leL«Jr which forme& tl1e indictment.) Now 
kindly explain to me what thara was in the woml)n'a demeanour whiuh 
conveyed to you the idee. that she wu..s guilty on thid point. 

The wit.nt>ss became cDhs:i•h·rnbly e!Ilbatl'Rilsed and did not amwer. 
Jurlge: No answer, M.r. CronjrJ I Well, we will take poiut No.2. (The 

Jntige dealt with all the sev(ln <:lauses in a similar Jn&llDAr, the v.1tu.;ss 
tailing to make any aw-wer throughout, After the last point ha.d been d~alt 
with and remain~ un&nswer~d. th~ Judg6 Mdrel:!Sed the witn~;:ss again (UUid 
a most iw.pNeai>'a Bilenoo in Court.) 

Judge : Mr. Cronjlt, 'point by point' I have read t.o you the indictment as 
you read it to the woman i 1 point b' point' I have a.sked you to giYe me 
cerUl.in infonnation; 1 point by point you have failed to make any aus'wer. 
Well, Mr. Oronje, I can only tell you this, 'point by poil1t' l ahall sut that 
down in my notf.s. (After an iutetva~ duri11g which rhtJ: Judgfj filled in his 
notes, tbe exBlllinatiou was ret-tum~~d.) 

Judge: Now, Mr. G'roujJ, s.s 1 understand it, it w&~ in. coMequenr..e of 
Field.Cornet Schoen.:uul's cvruphs.iut to you WI Superinteurlont-Uettel"<Al uf 
Nati~ea that yon were sent Lv th_, Government to in;.,·~tigate the ruatl.er l 

W1tnerw: Y~. 
Jwlge: You called the woman up before you u.nd read to her the charges 1 
Witn~sa :'Yes. · 
J utlga : Yo-u brought no e.,.iJence against her 1 
Wituuss: No. 
Judge: You did not call upon Schoeman to produce any eviden<:a &gain&~ 

he1 t 
Witneas: No. 
Judge: His letter of oompla.iut to you seemed suffici(lllt l 
Witness: Y\i3. 
Judge: You did not give her •ny opportunity to bring evidonoe I 

. WitHe&8: It Wl\8 not noooosary. 
• Judge: Oh dear no i I quite undel"!Stand that you could 1 tell from her 

demea.n•.Jur tba.il she was guilty.' But as a. matter of form you did not bear 
any e~lidence on her behalf~ 

Witness: No, 
Judge: Youjnst sentenced her out of hand l 
Witues&: I svntenced her tO pay a fine, 
Judge: And tht)n as regards the thirteen indunas, if they were induna.s, u 

you deny sent;t,neing them we nood not refer further to that point, but I put 
this to you_,...there ws.s no erid~;Jn<:e brought agniwlt them t 

Wit-n£ss; No. 
Judge: There W8.9 nothing to show that these meu had C\'et advised the 

woman Qr wero in & position to advise her; in fact, as far as the evidence 
goee, tLt:.re wa.s nothing to ahow tha.t they even belonged to the tl'ihe1 but in 
your <J!Jinion they ought to have 1\d.viHed her ditl'ereDtiy, ltld yt:~u thereJo:re 
awwnoed lh•m to twenty·live laahea each I 

.. 



APPENI!lX K 

Witne81: I did nGt 11tmtence them, but handed them over to the prop€'r 
anthoritiee tt'l be dealtJ with according to law. 

Judge: Oh no, Mr. Oronje, that ~ not how the oe.se appea.ra to me. You 
eame up to these pe-ople in the capacity of Judjro, to do justiC'~ ae 1>6tween 
man and man according tQ your Ughta, to foll•JW the pror.:ffiure that is 
observed in civilized courtR, 'to represent the etr('.ugth, the rights, aud the 
rf.sponsibi!ities of this .H.epnblie, and if we are to M{'.P}!t yont evidE1nCe a.s trtte, 
you did U(lt trv the men whom yon wel"(l tn hrn-e trir.d. You b~ard evidence 
neitha for nDr ~if"inst them, bnt yon ha.ndt•ri thew over to-to whoru, 
Mr. Cronj4 I Not to the pr0per a.ulh~;~riti~, hut to Era..'!mus and Seboeman, 
the other parties in the ease whi0h y(•U were sent up to try. It seems tom~, 
Mr. (}ronje, that thi1:1 til a ease without panllel. 

There was no ani'!W0t f_rl)m tho "''itW?$!:1, 

Jud!;C: One JWint morA, :Mi-. Cro,tjA1 and I have tinililhed. When yon 
'Jn.nded ov~r tll~..~Se mou ro be d('a.lt with, dirl you notify th\lm tha.t they had 
the right of appeal from a.ny Sl'Utence that might be impo:ied liJ.XlD them 1 
Witn~s: Yes, I did. " 
Judge: Right! Now1 Mr. Cronjk, did you notify ErAsnHts'a.nd Bchoe:ma.n 

that they should stay execution of the sentence pcndi.ng tbe besting of t.ny 
appeal! 

Aller c..on.qid{~rtl.ble pause the witne~ "'as understood to say 1 No.' 
Jnd?,t~~: You did not t(lll th;;se officials 00 stay execution? 
Witness : No. 
Judge: Then yQU metely gave the!'e natlvell the right to appeal against the 

sentrnce of huoh<'s aftor tLey should have recttive.d the lru:lhe!!l 
There was no answer frQm the witness. 
Jurige: Th-.t will do, Mr. (.'!'on}~. I do not think that these poopl6 ba.,·e 

mu1'lh rc.a..<tOn to thank you for the lc!\ve to appeaL 
Cronjci was followed ill thf3 witness·llOl by Stieruens1 whose evidmea is 

alr~ady referred to, s.nd the Court then adjourned. 
The next morning, shortly hdore the opening of the Conrt, the State 

.Attorney carne down on behalf of t.he Go'V6rnment and arranged with 
P1Riut.it!3' C01msel to adjnurn for tho d11y to enable parties to try and settlll 
tht> three ca.!!es out of Court. The ())urt thereupon adjourned at tho request 
of p&l'tifl!l1 and during the. day the three <!&sea were settled on the following 
basis: The Goveroruent refunds Toeremetsjllni the £147 lOs. with interest ab 
6 por Oettt. from the dato of payment hv her to El'a.amtl.!l1 tmd pays her oosts, 
to be mxt>d as betwno.n attorn~v and cliCnt. 

The Ddenda.nta Cronj~. EraSmus, and Schoeman pay eanh of the thirteen 
indnnl\3 who were fio~ged £25 as oompensatiou, a.nd lll\Y the oos~ of Jeaa.ja 
and Segole, to bo t-ax~d lUI ~XltlH•tn attorney a.ud client. 

PosTSORIPl', 

Ono last touch of irony is nood{'d to complete the story- of the llllits brought 
by the Cbidtaineae Tooremet.sjan.i and her indunae aga.mst Mt.sars.. Erasmna, 
ScLQMuno, nnd the rest. lt !1!.'-erus that these same gentlemen ha.ve actually 
l~t•cn appoinv~d by the Government to 'invf'.stiga.te me.t.tC'rs' in the district 
wht.\re t1leSe ]~a.1tirs live. ro .... r Toeremetsj:mi and the unfortunate indunu, 
li-S ~ CDUti.'lllpomry remarks, may be ex~cted to give 11r grovelling welcome, 
Ko more Hkh C{•urt. for th11m. -

The nath·es, by the way, in~rvi.ewed eince their return to the kraals, state 
that they han\ not. yet re<)eivf:d the settlf<nHmt arruuged. 

In oouu~:ction with tUe f.dJo\·e samnle of justice to the natives it ia u 
well to recall l\D.other incident which ba.a la.tely to.k&n .:place.. Some na.tives 
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bein~ oeverel7 mishandled by the local &uthoritieo, and being in oonoequenoe 
deotitute of meano to proceed againot them in Jaw, applied to Court for leave 
to sue in f01"TT14 pa:uptri.r. Thia leave w .. granted. lmmediataly upon thi• 
becoming known petitions were got up among the Boere, with the mult that 
the Vo!ksraad some six weeks ago took a resolution iDBtructing the Govern. 
mont to immediately bring in a law forbidding the judges to b'~'•nt such leave, 
&nd making it impossible for a. native to sue Government or any other white 
pol'llon ;, frmna paltpms. Comment (concludes tho correspondent who sets 
out these various facts) is superfluous. 

A.PPENDIX L 

69, HOLBOI!.N VIADUCT, LONDON, E.O. 
6th May, 1897. 

REPORT ON THE LETTER WRITTEN ON A TORN TELE· 
GRAM FORM SIGNED 'F. R.,' BY MR. T. H. GURRIN, 
EXPERT IN HANDWRITING. . 

Mr. THOMAS HENRY GuttRlN, of 59, Holborn Viaduct, Loudon, E.O., is 
a professional expert in handm:iting, reoognised and employed by the 
Director of Public Prosecutions, the Home Office, and the authorities at 
Scotland Yard, and is constantly engaged by them in that capacity, He is 
also frequently engaged in the same capacity by the Bank of England and 
other public bodiC8. · 

He has acted as handwriting expert iu a verylarge nu1uber of civil and· 
criminal cases at sessions, assizes, u.ud before the High Courts, for over twchre 
years past, and can conscientiously say that his experience in the idcntifica* 
tion of genuine haud1niting and the detection of forged and altered docu· 
ments is very extcnsi\'e. 

Mr. Gurrin begs respectfully to submit the following report : · 
'Having been illlltructed by Mr. Braunmin, solicitor, of 27; Great George 

Street, Wcatmillllter, I have examined a photograph of torn portions of • 
letter written on a tele!,'l'&m form of the South African Republic. 

'My attention bas been directed to the evidence of Major Sir J. C. Wi\. 
loughby, appearing •t page 302 of the Minutes, in which he has given his 
version of the missing portioDB of this document. 

'I have compared this version of the missing words with the vacant spaces, 
&nd I find that tho words supplied in question 5,571 would occupy, as near 
as can bo estimated, tho missing spaces, judging from the other writing in 
the document. • 

'I read the first portion of the document as follows: 
1 "Dear Dr., 

11 The tumour of massacre in 
"Johannesburg that started you to our 
"reliEf was not true. We are all right; 
u feeling intense ; we have armed 
" a lot of men, Shall (not • I shall') bo very glad 
11 to see vou. We are not in possession of 
'' town.'1 

• Major Sir J. C. Willoughby reads line 6, "We (or the Soern)." It can no~ 
pouibly be " tho Boere," as the first letter is clearly • portion of a capitsJ 



·APPENDIX L 

L1 W," a.nd corresponds with th~ first portion of the 11 Vi" as made &t line S; 
md further, there would be no room for the two words ''tho Boers '' between 
~he portion of the letter 11 W " and the word 11 not." i 
• j Aga.in, I am of opinion th&t the last word in lino 6 wa.s 1' of," a.s there is 
1till visible an ascending curved stroke eerreaponding to that with which the 
i\oTiter terminates the letter 11 f." 
• 

1 ·with reference to the rest of the version as conta.ined in question 6,673, I 
'espectfully submit that the missing words supplied are absolutely inconsistent 
•·ith tho. spaces which these worde would occupy if written naturally by the 
Jame WTJtc:lr. 

'The wo~ds. " I will bring .•t least three h~ndred" do not correspond with 
:he shU ex1stmg marks on hno 7. The porhon of a letter appoanng m the 
niddle of the line would not, as far as I can judge, be a part of any of the 
words suggested which would come at the centre of that lino. It mi~ht be a 
rmrt of a capital" ,V," or an initio.l "p/' or it might be a final 11 d' turned 
Jack to the left, and the. last letter in the line looks as though it wns intended 
:or an 11 e." In support of this theory, I com~n.re it with the 'c e" at the 
~tfd of the word "true 11 in line 3, a.nd the cc e ' at the end of '1 intense, 11 

jne 4. The ·writer, when making a. final 11 d/' makes the latter portion of 
;he letter something like this, but in the instances in this docum.cnt he exerts 
nore pressure than we fmd here~see, for instance, the "d '1 in "started.'' at 
ine 2, the 11 d " in 41 glad," in line 5, and "d" in u anncd," line 4. Besides, 
[ cannot think that this can be the end of the word "hundred," as, judging 
:rom tho length of tho word "started/' the word "hundred" would have 
)CCUpied from the third vertical line, ind this would ccrtninly leave no room 
'or the other words SU~tJ;sted in the version given by Major Sir J. c. wn . 
. ou(l'hby, viz. : 41 ·w c Wlil bring at least, or a.bout three." If the words 41 will 
1end out some," or 11 we will send out some,'' a.re written in line 7 after the 
word "town," adopting, as nearly as possible, the spaoo that would have been 
>ecupied by the writer for these words, they will just fill the line. In like 
nanner1 n;th regard to line 8, there is just room after tl\e words 1

' men to 11 

:or the .two words 11 tneet you," and the small mark appearing before the full 
1top might have been the tenninal of the letter'' u,"but it would have been 
.mpossiblc to get into this small space ~~e words 11 meet you at Krugersdorp," 
~nd even if the words " meet you at" were omitted, and if it be assumed that 
Ohe word which originally stood there was "Krugersdo!·p,'' then the mark 
1ppearing before the full stop could not by any theory be construed as having 
lleen a portion of the letter '' p, 11 a.s ,J have examined various specimens of 
Jolonel Rhodes' handwriting, an~ have seen him write specimens containing 
the letter" p" and find that he does not t.rminate a" p" with any stroke 
>f this description, but that be terminates it inside the oval portion of the 
letter.near the downstroke. With regard to the rest of the line, the last two 
letters appear to ha.ve been 11 ne,'' and there is a dot just in the position that 
•ould apparently h•v• been occupied by the dot had the previous letter been 
"i.:· Consequently, I am of opinion that the theory that the words "will 
1end1 

11 or "we will send out some men to meet you," 11 you are a fine fellow/' 
li perfectly consistent with tho spaces left in the torn document, but that the 
~hcory that the words which were -originally in the spaces were "I will bring 
~t least or about three hundred men to meet you s.t Krugersdorp, you are e. 
!J'llant fellow,'' is not only inconsistent with the amount of space available, 
Jut does not fit in with the letters and portions of lettern still viaible. 

'T. H. GURRIN.' 

Content.a of the letter according to a at:.temont signed by Dr. Jameaon, Sir 
rohn Willoughby, Hojor Robert White and Colonel &leigh Grey: . ' 
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'The rUI!lour of massaere in Johannesburg that started you to our relief 
was not true. We ore all right, feeling intense. Wo havo armed a lot of 
men, I shall bo very glad to see you. We (or the Boers) are not in posses· 
•ion of the town. l will bring at least, or about, 300 men to meet you at 
Krugersdorp. You are a gallant fellow.' 

According to Colonel Francis Rhodes and Mr. Lionel Phillips, the contents 
a.ro as follows : 

'The rum our of massacre in Johannesburg that started you to our relief was 
not true. 'Ve are all right, feeling intense, \Ve have armed a lot of meu. 
Shall be very glad to sec you, We are· not in possession of the town. W c 
will send out some men to meet you. You arc a fine fellow.' 

'We, the undersigned, were present in tho Rcfonn Cornmittcc.'s room when 
Colonel Rhodes despatched the letter to Dr. Jameson, which commences 
u Dear Dr.-The n.o:1our of rua.ssa.cre." ''re read the lett,.)r, but cannot now 
recall the exa.et words on the missing fragments; but we do hereby decl.sHl 
on oath th&t there was no offer of 300 men, nor of nny other specific numbc r 
of men, nor was the word Krugersdorp mentioned. The spirit of the Jetter 
WIIS to suggest that a few men should or would. be sent in tho character of a 
oomplimentary escort to show Dr. Jameson his camp. 

'As witness-
' J. Percy FitzPatrick. 

'Johannesburg, lOth, .li.pril, 1897.' 

'GEO. W. FARRAR, 
'8. W. JAM!lSON, 
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