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CHAPTER I

FROM FEBRUARY TO
OCTOBER 1917

I. THE FEBRUARY REVOLUTION

Tmz FeBrUARY REVOLUTION began, according to
our reckoming, on March 13th (for, up till 1917, the old
antiquated calendar had persisted under the Greek
Orthodox Church) It began i Petrograd—the name
given to St. Petersburg in 1914 and for ten years there-
after—with a strike movement of the working-class
population who were threatened with starvation by a
farlure of the bread supply Regiments sent to suppress
the strikers jowned the revolt The frantic efforts of the
general commanding the Petrograd area, the frantic
telegrams of the Tsar ordering suppression, had no
result Within a few hours the Tsardom collapsed A
change of monarch or a regency was advocated by the
Duma Right Wing groups, headed by Rodzianko The
Tsar’s brother, Michael, was proposed Qvertures were
made to the former commander-in-chief, the Tsar's
uncle, the Grand Duke Nikolan Nicholaewitch, but'
events moved too quickly under the pressure of the
masses for any such compromse, A Provisional Govern-
ment was hurriedly got together from the capitahist
Duma parties, Within a few days this Government was
recognised by the Alhed Powers, who had been hoping
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FROM FEBRUARY TO OCTOBER 1Q1IY

that the Russian capitahsts would conduct the war more
vigorously than the Court Mutusters of the Tsar The
hqudation of Tsarist Russia had begun

From the moment when the curtam falls on the
sombre drama of Tsardom, the stage becomes crowded
wath actors, and events succeed one another with breath-
less rapadity To present even a summarised description
of thus 1s impossible. All that can be done 15 to make clear
what were the dectsive factors and chief tendencies in
the revolution as 1t proceeded, and to enumerate the
more salient events which throw hght upon these ten-
dencies.

In the first place, the Tsardom, heading the feudal
landiords, the old bureaucracy, and the military caste,
was overthrown so quickly by the revolution as the
result of 2 umque historical situation The deep move-
ment of the poverty-stricken mass of the people, workers
and peasants, was against the Tsar i order to get peace,
as well as bread and real freedom The Russian bour-
geoisie, on the other hand, impelled and aided by the
Anglo-French mmperialists, were out to seize power for
the purpose of contining the war and waging 1t more
fiercely and obstinately Thus absolutely contrary polit-
1cal and social movements and class interests merged
m a whirlpool that quickly overwhelmed the Tsardom
B In]the second place, the relations between the Provi-
sional Government and the Soviets must be understood
The workers who had made the revolution and who had
orgamised themselves in Soviets were not the Govern-
ment The Government were the capitabists of Russia ; but
these capitalists had to admt the existence of the Soviets
In short, the revolution had established a Dual Power

8



FROM FEBRUARY TO OCTOBER 1917

What did thus mean ? It meant there were two Govern-
ments One Government, holding State power, was the
Government of the capitahists and the landlords who had
turned capitabst. To that extent the bourgeois-demo-
cratic revolution had been carried through The other
Government, a supplementary and parallel Govern-
ment, took the shape of the Sowviets of Workers’ and
Solduers® Deputies, holding no organs of State power but
resting on the authonty of the vast majonity of the people
of Russia, tneluding the armed forces Two things had bap-
pened at once The February Revolution had swept
away the Tsarist monarchy and transferred power to the
bourgeosie,, but, at the same tume, 1t had to come very
near to a revolunonaty—dcmoc'ram dictatorship of the
proletanat and the peasantry, represented by the Soviets.
These Soviets were of a mainly working-class character
mn the towns. They were drawn, for the most part, from
the natural groupings of the workers in the factories and
workshops; and, as the delegates sat for short pel"xods,
the Soviets were able to express directly and within a
short tume any change of attitude amongst the masses of
the workers The Sowiets of Peasants’ Deputies and the
Soviets of Soldiers’ Deputies were sumilarly constructed
The Sowviets had emerged as an mstrument of working-
class democracy during the 1go5 Revolution, n their
re-emergence in 1917 we see the same feature of flexi-
bility and vigour In all their work there was a high
degree of improvisation, and this enabled them to
embody the whole of the masses m a rapidly changing
situation 1n a way that was unpossxble for a static or
ngid mstitution,

The third peculianty of the situaton was that the

9



FROM FEBRUARY TO OCTOBER 1917

Soviets, though the mamspring of the revolution, did
not feel sufficient confidence 1n themselves to take over
power They subnutted themselves to the leadership of
persons drawn, in the mam, from the mddle-class
parties of the Duma The Duma bad been completely
unrepresentative , the aggregate of peasants’ and
workers’ votes counted for less than the votes of the
wealthy classes and the nobility, and any Government
formed from 1t mught have been discounted from the
outset Hence it was termed a Provisional Government.
and 1t was generally understaod that the first acceptable
Government of a Tsarless Russia would be formed
through the summoning of a Constituent Assembly, This
meant that the Sowviets were voluntanly surrendering the
power of the State and the supremacy which was theirs
to the bourgeoisie and its Provisional Government This
was an extremely pecubar circumstance, which, as
Lenn said, led to the wnterlocking of two dictatorships  the
dictatorship of the bourgeoisie (the Provisional Govern-
ment)' and the dictatorship of the proletanat and
pea§antry (the Soviets) Now, such a situation could not
last Two powers cannot co-exist in a single State The
capltéhsts were well aware of this, and, from the very
first days, were straimng every nerve to reduce the
Sowviets to a munor role, to enfeeble them, and to establish
the sole power of the bourgeosie

The February Revolution had gone beyond the
ordinary bourgeoxs—&emocratxc revolutron but had not
reached the advanced type pf bourgeois-democratic
revolution under the dictatorship of the proletanat and
the peasantry *» The bourgeoisie were striving to pull it
back, apparently with the acquiescence of the majonty

10



FROM FEBRUARY TO OCTOBER 107

leaders of the Soviets The cause of this peculianity, and
also the reason why the hesitant Mensheviks! and Social-
Revolutionanes had received the majority in the Soviets,
was as follows the abdication of the Tsar had awakened
to Lfe tens of mullions who had been politically asleep
and suffering under the oppression of years All the
small business-men, small proprietors, peasants—in a
word, the petty-bourgeoisie—had awakened and hailed
the morning of the revolution, beheving that an un-
clouded day had begun. A tidal wave of hiberated petty-
bourgeoss feelings, of innocent, trusting sentiment for
freedom, had swept over Russia, temporanly engulfing
the majornity of the working class But, since the petty-
bourgeosie up till then had always depended upon the
bourgeoisie, the capitahsts, they were prepared trust-
fully to surrender to the gwdance of the capitalists This
unreasoning confidence was the main explanation of
this peculianity, historically unparalleled, of the Dual
Power

1 It has also to be remembered that (1) the Menshewiks, being
* patniotic,” enjoyed more legahty and were at this moment
better known to the masses than the Bolsheviks, who had been
drafted to the army (where many were killed) or shut away from
sight 1 prison or Siberia, (2) masses raw from the willages had
entered the factories, mcludmg many kulak types who preferred
work mn muniton factories to military service, (3) the Petrograd
Soviet had one delegate per thousand from Lhc workers n large
factories, while small workshops each had also one delegate, with
the result that, though 87 per cent of the Petrograd working class
was 1 large factories, their vote in the Soviet totalled only 120,
ag against the 122 votes exercised by the minonty from the small
workshops, comprising 13 per cent of the working class—and,
of course, 1t 15 1n small-workshops that the influence of the petty-
bourgeoisie was most strongly felt It must also be remembered
that there were also the Peasant Sowiets and the Sowiets of
Soldiers {peasants in umiform) in which m the first months of the
revolution a petty-bourgeoss 1deology prevailed and illusions
had not been overcome

11



FROM FEBRUARY TO OCTOBER 1917

Tsarist Russia had ceased to, be the prison of the
people. For a time it had become the freest country in
the world. From the Arctic Circle, from the Altai Moun-
tains, the prisoners of Siberia were returning; and from
all over the globe, even from remote islands, the exiles
were coming back. But, in the case of the exiles abroad,
big difficulties were put in their way by the allied Gov-
ernments of France, Britain, etc. The Governments of
France and PBritain, well aware of Lenin’s fight against
the war, would gladly have kept him immured in Swit-
zerland. Lenin and other. Bolsheviks travelled back
through Germany in a closed train and arrived in Petro-
grad a month after the beginning of the revolution, He
was received at the railway station by a great demonstra-
tion and with an official address of welcome from the
leaders of the Soviets, for at this time the Mensheviks
had the hope of fusing together with the Bolsheviks in
one united party, Lenin rudely shattered these illusions.
On the day after his return, April 147th, Lenin announced
a few short theses, since called *“The April Theses,”
dealing with the tasks of the revolutionary proletariat. It
was not long before the whole Bolshevik Party was carry-
ing on a steady propaganda for the views then expressed,
which we give in full in the next section,

2, THE APRIL THESES

I

In our attitude towards the war not the slightest con-
cession must be made to “ revolutionary defencism,” for
. even under the new Government of Lvov and Co. the .
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FROM FEBRUARY TO OCTOBER 1917

war on Russia’s part unquestionably remains a predatory
unpeniabist war owing to the capitalist nature of that
Government -

The class-conscious proletariat can consent to a
revolutionary war, which would really justfy revolu-
tionary defencism, only on condition (a) that the power
of government pass to the proletariat, and the poor
sechons of the peasantry bordering on the proletanat,
(b) that all annexations be renounced 1n deed as well as
m words, (¢) that a complete and real break be made
with all capitalist interests

In view of the undoubted honesty of the mass of the
rank-and-file believers 1n revolutionary defencism, who
accept the war as a necessity only and not as 2 means
of conquest, i view of the fact that they are beng
decewved by the bourgeoisie, 1t 1s necessary thoroughly,
persistently, and patiently to explain therr error to them,
to explain the wndissoluble connection between capital
and the smpenahst war, and to prove that IT 15 naPos-
sIBLE to end the war by a truly democratic, non-coercive
peace without the overthrow of capital

The widespread propaganda of this view among the
army on actve service must be orgamsed

Fraternisation

19

The specific feature of the present situation in Russia
1s that 1t represents a TRANSITION froma the first stage of
the revolution—which, owing to the insufficient class
consciousness and orgamsation of the proletanat, led to
the assumption of power by the bourgeoisie—T0 THRE
SECOND STAGE, which must place power 1 the hands of

13



FROM FEBRUARY TO OCTOBER 1QI7

the proletanat and the poor strata of the peasantry
Thus transition 15 charactenised, on the one hand, by a
maximum of freedom (Russia 1s Now the freest of all the
belligerent countries 1n the world) on the other, by the
absence of violence 1n relation to the masses, and, finally,
by the naive confidence of the masses in the government
of capitahists, the worst enemmes of peace and Sociahsm
Thus specific situation demands on our part an ability
to adapt ourselves to the specific requiretnents of Party
work among unprecedentedly large masses of prole-
tartans who have just awakened to political Life

I

No support must be given to the Provisional Govern-
ment, the utter falsity of all its promises must be exposed,
particularly of those relating to the renunciation of
annexations Exposure, and not the unpardonable
dlusion-breeding * demand ”* that this Government, a
Government of capitalists, should cease to be an um-
perialist Government

]
v

The fact must be recogmsed that m most of the Soviets
of Workers' Deputies our Party 1s m 2 munority, and so
far mn a small mmority, as agamst a BLOC OF ALL the
petty-bourgeots opportumst elements, who have yelded
to the nfluence of the bourgeoisie and are the conveyors
of 1ts mfluence to the proletariat, from the Narodm-
Socralists and the Sociahist-Revolutionaries down to the
Organisation Comrmttee (Chkheidze, Tseretelly, etc ),
Steklov, etc , etc.

It must be explawned to the masses that the Soviet of

14



FROM FEBRUARY TO OCTOBER 1917

Workers’ Deputies 15 the oNLy PossiBLE form of revolu-
tionary Government, and that therefore our task 1s, as
long as THis Government submuts to the influence of the
bourgeoisie, to present a patient, systematic, and per-
sistent EXPLANATION of 1ts errors and tactics, an explana-
tion especially adapted to the pracucal needs of the
masses.

As long as we are i the minority we carry on the work
of cnticising and exposing errors and at the same time
advocate the necessity of transferring the entire power of
State to the Soviets of Workers® Deputies, so that the
masses may by experience overcome thewr mistakes

v

Not a parliamentary republic—to return to a parha-
mentary republic from the Soviets of Workers’ Deputies
would be a retrograde step—but a republic of Soviets of
Workers’, Agricultural Labourers’, and Peasants’ Depu-
ties throughout the country, from top to bottom

Aboliton of the police, the army}! and the
bure:;ucracy .

The salanes of all officials, who are to be elected and
be subject to recall at any time, not to exceed the average
wage of a competent worker

v

The agranan programme must be centred around the
Soviets of Agricultural Labourers” Deputes.

Confiscation of all landed estates

Nanonalisation of ALL lands 1 the country, the dis-
posal of such lands to be 1n the charge of the local Soviets

1)¢ the standing army to be replaced by the umversally
armed people

15



FROM FEBRUARY TO OCTOBER 1917

of Agricultural Labourers’ and Peasants’ Deputies The
orgamisation of separate Sowiets of Deputies of the Poor
Peasants The creation of model farms on each of the
large estates (varymng from 100 to g00 dessiatins, m
accordance with local and other conditions, at the dis-
cretion of the local institutions) under the control of the
Agncultural Labourers’ Deputies and for the public

account.

v

The immediate amalgamation of all banks 1 the
country into a single national bank, control over which
shall be exercised by the Soviet of Workers’ Deputies.

vio

Qur DMEDIATE task shall be, not the “ mtroduction of
Socialism,” but to bring soaial production and distribu-
tion of products at once only under the coNTROL of the
Soviet of Workers® Deputies

. X
Party tasks-
(¢) Immediate summoning of a Party congress
(6) Alteration of the Party programmne, mainly.
t On the queston of impenahsm and the 1mpenalist
war.
2. On the question of our attitude towards the State
and our demand for a “ Commune State.””!
3. Amendment of our antiquated mimmum pro-
gramme.
1j.e, a State after the model of the Pans Commune
16



FROM FEBRUARY TO OCTOBER 19LY
{¢) A new name for the Party 1

X

A new International

We must take the iutiative 1n creating a revolutionary
International, an International directed agamnst the
SOCIAL-CHAUVINISTS and agaimnst the * Centre 2

i

From this moment onwards, the opposite poles stood
out clearly. The Lines of force were drawn, and events
moved steadily towards the final defeat of one or another
standpoint, But the position was not mmediately clear
to everyone, and, m pomt of fact, there were differences
of attitude mn the cifferent political groupings, which
only gradually sorted themselves out The chief
groupings that showed themselves within a month after
the revolution were.

" (1) To the nght of the Constitutional Democrats,
parties and groups representing the feudal landlords
and the most reactionary sections of the capitalists,

(2) The Constitutional Democratc Party (Cadets)
and kndred groups who represented the bourgeosie
as a whole, both the capitalist class and landlords
become capitabsts,

1Jnstead 'of * Socal-Democrats,” whose official leaders
throughout the world have betrayed Sociahsm by deserting to
the bourgeosie (the * defencists  and the vacillating “ Kaut~
skians "*), we must call ourselves a COMMUNIST PARTY  «

2The “Centre” mn the mternatonal Social-Democranc
movement 15 the tendency which vacillates between the chauvin-+
wts (“ defencists ) and internationabists, 1¢ Kautsky and Co
m Germany, Longuet and Co i France, Chkheidze and Co 1n
Russia, Turats and Co 1n Italy, MacDonald and Co 1 England,
etc, v -

Br 17



FRQIV} FEBRUARY TO OCTOBER 1917
(3) Social-Democrats, Social-Revolutionartes, and
kindred groups, representing small proprietors, small
and rmddle peasants, the petty-bourgeoisie, and
sections of the workers under the influence of the
bourgeossie,, - '

{4) The Russian Social-Democratic Labour Party,
commonly known as the Bolsheviks, representing the
class-conscious proletarians and the allied poor section
of the peasantry

The differences between the first two groups were
small” For instance,” the feudal landlords wished for a
constitutional monarchy, with,absolute power of the
bureaucracy and the police, and were secretly favourable
to the restoration of the Romanoff dynasty, while the
Cadets were for a bourgeois parliamentary, republc
while retaiming the bureaucracy and the pohice, and, 1n
fear of the people, had pronounced themselves anti-
monarchist The landlords were against the summoning
of a Constituent Assembly, while the Cadets pronounced
themselves 1n favour of a Constituent Assembly but
refused to fix a date for 1t

The Social-Revolutionaries and Mensheviks, who at
that stage still were followed by the vast majorty of the
population, wevitably stood for a policy of * wait and

see ”’

3 MAY TO AUGUST-

Events moved The first change took place at the
beginning of May The Soviets, within the first few days
of therr existence, had issued a call for peace without

18



FROM FEBRUARY TO OCTOBER 1g17

annexations and without indemmties The Cadet Mil-
yukoff, Minister for Foreign Affairs i the Provisional
Government, 1ssued at the begmning of May a statement
m response to the alarmed representations of the capi-
talist Governments of Britan, France, etc, in which he
made 1t clear that the Provisional Government would
continue to wage war with the same war aims as the
Tsardom These war aims had been set forth in the
secret treaties concluded between the Allies, in which the
German colorues were to be annexed by Britain, Con-
stantinople was to be handed over to the Tsar, etc, etc
When the soldiers learned from thus official statement by
Milyukoff that they were to shed their blood for the war
amms of Tsardom, there were immediate demonstrations
1n the streets of Petrograd So strong was the popular
feelng that both Gutchkoff, the War Mmister, and
Milyukoff, the Minster of Foreign Affairs, were com-
pelled to resign  The Government in mid-May was
changed into a Coaliion Government, with ten capi-
talist Mimsters and six Mimsters drawn from the
Sociabst-Revolutionary and Menshevik majonity parties
of the Soviets This Coahition Cabinet not only con-
tnued the same foreign policy as its predecessor, but
made preparations for a renewed war offensive, for
during this ume there had been a sort of standsull on
the western front In addition, they began to prepare
measures against the Bolsheviks

This, however, was not to prove so easy, for each
demonstration called by the Soviets showed that the
Bolsheviks were becorung more popular amongst the
masses with every day that passed Louder and louder
sounded their slogans, “ Down with the ten capatalist

19



FROM FEBRUARY TO OCTOBER I1QI7

Mumsters' Al power to the Soviets of Workers',
Soldiers’, and Peasants’ Deputies ! . . . Bread ! Peace !
Freedom ' 7

In response to the pressure of the Entente, Alexander
Kerensky, an outside Right Wing Social Revolutionary
who had been Minsster of Justice 1n the first Cabmet
and was now Mmuster of War, succeeded by hus frenzied
orations m sumulatmg the army to fresh mulitary
effort, and on july ist, under General Brusilov, the
Russian armues on the south-western front made a g
drive forward mto Galicia and captured thousands of
Austrian prisoners The effect on the alied Govern-
ments, who judged events in Russia from the standpomnt
of winning the war, was reassuring Inside Russia,
where everything was judged by the masses from the
standpoint of wmnmng the peace, the effect was far
otherwise Signs of renewed revolt began to show them-
selves In mid-July, matters came to a head The counter-
revolution had laid its plans The following was the
sequence of events

'On July 15th the ten capitalist Mmisters resigned
from the Coahuon Government The object was to
manceuvre the Mimusters drawn from the majority parties
m the Sowiets into a difficult position where they were to
be forced to come to terms as junior partners of the
Cadets The effect on the masses 1n Petrograd of this
resignation of the ten capitahst Mimsters was a series
of huge armed demonstrations demanding that the
Provisional Government should now depend solely upon
the Soviets With the help of Tsarist officers, the Social-
Revolutionary and Menshevik Mimsters repressed the
demonstrations, fired on the demonstrators, and, while

20



FROM FEBRUARY TO OCTOBER 1917

the capital was at fever-heat, arranged for the publica-
tion of forged documents purporting to show that Lenin
was a German spy and that the Bolshevik agitation was
a plot of the German general staff agawmnst the Provisional
Government The forgery was vouched for by Alexinsky,
a former close associate of Lenin at the beginning of
the century On the next day, Tsarist officers raided and
wrecked the printing works of Pravda and searched for
Lenin, whose arrest, together with that of other leading
Bolsheviks, had been ordered by the Government At
the same time the death penalty, which had been
abolished 1n the first days of the February Revolution,
was restored. Kamenev, with his legalist notions (he
had, disgracefully for a Bolshevik, signed a telegram of
greetings to the Grand Duke Michael in the February
days), was actually for Lenin giving himself over to the
police. Stalin opposed and carried the majonity agamnst
this, The Central Commuttee of the Party decided that
Lenin must go into hiding, from which he was not
allowed to emerge, so great was the danger of lus
assassination, for over three months. In general, an
endeavour was made to terronse the vanguard of the
working class and to drive the Bolshevaks underground

The next step was pressure from the Cadets and the
capitalists generally upon the Provisional Government
Under this pressure the Coalition was reformed, with
Alexander Kerensky as Prime Muuster, on the terms
put forward by the Cadets—namely, that the Socialist
Ministers must be entirely independent of the Soviets

A further step was the summoning of a * State Con-
ference ** called jountly by the Provisional Goyernment
and the Executive Commuttee of the Congress of Soviets

21



'FROM FEBRUARY TO OCTOBER 1917

and held outside the capital 1 Moscow The Bolshevik
members of the Soviets were not allowed to participate
But the army generals and the direct representatives of
the bourgeosie were mvited It was an attempt to form
a parhament and centre of counter-revolution The
commander-in-chief, Kormlov, who was working at this
moment for his own personal dictatorship as the repre-
sentative of the bankers and capitalist magnates, made
a declaration 1 favour of a severe regume to carry
through the “ salvation ” of the country General Kale-
din, commander of the Don Cossacks, followed up with
a speech 1 which he advocated that the Soviets should
be abolished and that the army should reframn from
politics It was the public preparation of a counter-
revolutionary coup d’état which would have been carried
out at the tume of the “ State Conference™ (August
25th-28th) but for a one-day protest strike of the
Moscow workers, nearly half a million of whom came
out wmto the streets The coup d’etat, however, was only
postponed

Meantime, the Bolsheviks, at the Sixth Congress of
the Russian Soctal-Democratic Party, held in the second
week of August under semu-legal conditions, had already
sensed and understood the counter-revolutionary moves
that were afoot They drew the necessary conclusion—
that armed msurrection must be prepared for. The
Congress, 1n the absence of Lenn, was led by
Stalin

Following on the * State Conference,” Kerensky began
discussing with Kormlov about measures to be taken
to restore “law and order,” but Kormlov and his
backers, the Tsarist generals, Cadets, banking and -

22



FROM FEBRUARY TO OCTOBER 197

dustnal circles, thought there was no need to make two
bites of a cherry Why trouble to establish a military
dictatorship behind the fagade of a Kerensky Govern-
ment which would presently have to be turned down
anyhow ? Accordingly, Kerensky learned on September
8th that Kormilov, with reguments of picked troops, -
cluding the notorious * Savage Division,” was marching
on Petrograd in order to proclaim himself, and not
Kerensky, as dictator In this awkward situation, and
forced by the pressure of the masses, Kerensky was com-
pelled to charge Kormlov with high treason But it was
not Kerensky who took action agamst Kormlov It Wwas
the Bolsheviks who saved the situation They mobihsed
the workers and soldiers of Petrogiad They sent trawns,
filled with agtators and revolutionary soldiers to meet
the advanang troops of Kormlov By the tume Korm-
lov’s troops had got withn measurable distance of
Petrograd they had become themselves more than half-
revolutionary and quite unsuited to carry out a counter-
revolution The Kormlov atterapt was defeated

4 SEPTEMBER TO OCTOBER

The Kornlov affair was an eye-opener The workers
and soldiers realised mnto what peril the revolution had
been put by the compromusing policy of the Mensheviks
and Social-Revolutionaries. From this moment onwards
there was an extremely rapid swing of the masses to thc
side of the Bolsheviks, Again resounded the slogans :
* All Power to the Soviets! .« Bread ! Peace ! Free-
dom ! ** Before the end of September the majonty of the

23
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trade unuons had become Bolshewik A few weeks later,
m the elections of the Moscow Borough Dumas, the
Bolsheviks had 52 per cent of the total vote of all classes
of the population There were elected 350 Bolshewiks,
184 Cadets, 104 Social-Revolutionaries, 31 Mensheviks,
and several non-Party It was clear that in Moscow the )
workers en masse and the soldiefs en masse had gone
Bolshemk Agaimn 1n the month of September new elec-
tions were being held for the Second All-Russia Congress
of Soviets In the Sowiet elechions Petrograd, like Paris
m the great French Revolution, led the rest of the
colintry Accordingly, when the "Petrograd Soviet was
re-clected with an overwhelmung Bolshevik majonty, it
was clear from this also that the workers had swung
to the side of the Bolsheviks

All this while hunger had been growing In the towns
the conditions of hfe were steadily worserung for the
working class, to whom each week of the Provisional
Government (now n September entitled a * Direc-
torate,” headed by Kerensky) had brought bitter en-
hghtenment For, as Lemn wrote 1 rud-September

“ During a revolution, mullions and tens of millions
of people learn 1n a week more than they do 1 a year
of their ordinary somnolent life For during a severe
crsis 1n the fe of a people 1t becomes particularly
apparent what aims the various classes of the people
are pursuing, what forces they control, and what

= methods they resort lo 1 action »

A sumlar process was to be seen amongst the twelve
mulbon soldiers whose agomes, 1nstead of being relieved,
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as they had hoped, were being prolonged by the Keren-
sky Government A simiar process was also at work m
the countryside itself There the vast majority of the
populationt dwelled, and 1 was because of thus prepon-
derant mass of peasantry, together with the intermediate
strata in the towns, that Lemun could write “ Russia 18
a petty-bourgeois country * Intermediate between the
two main classes of capitabst society, the petty-bour-
geoisie wavered contmually between bourgeowsie and
proletariat. But if once 1t jomed the proletariat, then
the wvictory of revolution was secured, then, swiftly,
smoothly, wrresistibly, the cause of peace, of land for the
tolers, of freedom, would triumph And now this
process was begun. Already the class of poor peasants
had learned not to put ther trust i the earlier elected
leaders of the Soviets Chernov as leader of the Social-
Revolutionaries had given out slogans for the peasants
Chernov as Minsster ,of Agnculture held back the
peasants from carrying out his own slogans The situa-
tion, became so acute that the peasants began to take
action on thewr own, and pumtive expeditions were
being sent aganst them A break began to appear 1n the
ranks of the Social-Revolutionarnies, the party which up
to then had commanded the adherence of the peasantry
The Petrograd Conference of the Social-Revolutionary
Party on September 23rd, conducted under the leader-
ship of the Left Wing (Spiridonova, Kamkov, and
others), demanded the end of coalhtion and the forma-
tion of a Government based upon Sowviets All was
becoming npe for wnsurrection By the second week of
October, Lemn was able to note i his arucle on the
ams of the revoluton that * the poverty of the poor
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peasants, the horrors of the war, the horrors of the
famime—all these are brmging home more and more
clearly to the masses the correctness of the proletanan
path, the necessity of supporting the proletarian revolu-
tion.” Truly, the muserable grinding poverty and land-
hunger of the peasantry was becomung unendurable
Thus in September and October the vast landshde
began—the movement of the peasant, of the petty-
bourgeois mass onto the same path as the town, worker.
The significance of this was enormous It meant that
the ground was crumbling away beneath the feet of the
Government and 1its backers All the more desperately
the ** dark forces ” prepared for a further attempt at a
counter-revolution All the more earnestly Lenun strove
—to anticipate any such attempt—for an immediate
transfer of power to the Soviets He was mn hiding 1n
Finland All through September and October the tone
of his letters and articles becomes more and more urgent.
Fortunately for the historian, the majonty of these have
been preserved and give to future ages a documenta-
tion of the revolution that 15 mcomparable At this
particular moment Lemn was expressmg through the
voice of a single man the agony and urgent desire of
milhons of mankind With Lenm were the majonty of
the Central Comnuttee, and especially Staln and
Sverdlov. But in the Central Commuttee of the Bolshe-
viks there was resistance, there were difficulies On the
one hand Zinoviev and Kamenev, together with several
other leading members of the Party, fought obdurately
aganst insurrection When finally they were defeated,
they broke the discipline for which they as Party leaders
were particularly responsible and published their
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differefices with the Central Commuttee 1n the non-
Bolshevik Press They even disclosed the decision to
carry through an armed rnising On November tst Lenin
wrote that

* two members of the Central Commuttee have by a
slanderous lie betrgyed the decision of the workers to
the capitahists There can and must be only one
answer to that an immediate decision of the Central
Commuttee i the following terms ¢ Regarding
Zmoviev’s and Kamenev’s utterance i the non-
Party Press as strike-breaking 1n the full sense of the
term, the Central Commttee expels both of them
from the Party® It 1s not éasy for me to write thus
about former close comrades, but I should regard any
hesitation i this respect as a crime, for a party of
revolutionanes which did not punish prominent strike-
breakers would pervs » )

The other difficulty came from Trotsky, and was with
regard to the timung of the revolution Trotsky, when he
returned to Russia after the revolution, belonged to a
small group called the Meshrayontsy As the summer
approached, Trotsky dropped (or, to be precise, put in
cold storage) his fundamental differences with the Bol-
sheviks—though as late as June 1917 he was attacking
what he called therr * orgamsational narrowness” It
was not untl the eve of the Sixth Congress in August
that Trotsky jomed the Bolsheviks In mid-September he
was elected Chairman of the Petrograd Soviet, where it
was his business to carry out the decisions of the Party
But on the question of the turung of the revolution he
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wsisted on 1ts comcidence with the Second Congress of
Soviets, which had been postponed till November With
the utmost urgency Lenin fought agamst this Linking of
the dates On the very eve of the wsurrection Lenmn was
compelled to write a letter to the Central Commuttee in
the same tone of urgency, sayng .

“ It 15 absolutely clear that to delay the insurrection
now will veritably be fatal I exhort my comrades
with all my heart and strength to realise that every-
thing now hangs on a thread, that we are beng con-
fronted by problems that can be solved, not by con-
ferences or congresses (even Congresses of Soviets), but
exclusively by the people, by the masses, by the
struggle of the armed masses Histoty will not for-
give revolutionaries for procrastmating when they can
be victorious to-day (will certamnly be victorious to-

_day) while they risk losing much—n fact, everything
—to-morrow ‘

It was on October 23rd that the Central Commuttee of
the Bolsheviks had decided on msurrection, and had the
decision confirmed at an enlarged Central Commuttee
on October 2gth At the same time, to carry. through
the wnsurrection, the Central Commttee appomnted a
Military Revolutionary Commuttee, consistmg of Stalin,
Sverdlov, Dzershinzky, Bubnov, and Untsky. To these
comrades was confided supreme operative direction of
the nsing

The Second Congress of Soviets was due_to open m
Petrograd on November 7th, Peforc midmght, and very

« early m the mormng of November 7th, detachments of
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soldiers of the Petrograd District garrison and Red
Guards from the Petrograd factories had occupied all
military and strategic positions By mud-day, Kerensky
had fled and the other Ministers had been arrested With
comparatwvely httle fightung, with hardly any bloodshed,
the insurrection had been carried through in the
capital ‘

Atroam on November 7th, Lenin 1ssued the follow-
ng statement, 1n the name of the Revolutionary Military
Commuttee, of which he had now taken over the leader-
ship

“ To the Citizens of Rusira, 1 the name of the Revolutionary
Mulstary Commuttee * )
“The Prowvisional Government has been over-

thrown The power of State has passed into the hands

* of the organ of the Petrograd Soviet of Workers® and
Soldiers’ Deputies—the Revolutionary Military Com-
muttee, which 1s leading the Petrograd proletanat and
“garnison.
“The cause for which the people have fought,
. namely, the mmmediate proposal of a_democratic
peace, the abolition of landed proprietorship, workers’
control over production, and the creation of a Soviet

Government—the success of that cause 1s guaranteed
“ Long live the revolution of the soldiers, workers,

and peasants !

Late in the eveung the Second Congress of Soviets
opened. There were 670 delegates, of whom 300 were
Bolsheviks and 169 Left Socal-Revolutionanes, while
the Menshewviks numbered 68 and the Right and Centre
Social-Revolutionaries only 24. The Congress by an
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overwhelming majonity endorsed the Revolution and
took over supreme power. At this second session on
November 8th the Congress elected a new All-Russian
Central Execunve Commuttee and formed a Sowiet
Government . )

The Central Executive Commuttee consisted of 69
Bolsheviks, 29 Left Social-Revolutionanes, and some
half-dozen others, making 105 1 all The Soviet Govern-
ment took the form of a Council of People’s Commussars,
m which Lenin was chaurman The great Decree on
Peace and the Decree on the Land were passed, and the
Congress of Soviets concluded The followng is the
Mamfesto of the Congress

“TO THE WORKERS, SOLDIERS, AND PEASANTS.

“ The Second All-Russian Congress of Soviets of
Workers” and Soldiers’ Deputies has begun A vast
majority of the Soviets are represented at the Congress
There are also present a number of delegates from
the "Peasants’ Soviets The mandate of the compro-
mising Central Executive Commuttee has, termuinated,
Backed by the will of the vast majonity of workers,
soldsers, and peasants, backed by the successful upris-
g of the workers and of the garnson mn Petrograd,
the Congress takes the power of government 1nto its
hands -

“The Provisional Government has been over-
thrown The majonty of the members of the Provi-
sional Government are already arrested

“The Soviet Government will propose an imme-
diate democratic peace to all peoples and an 1mme-
diate armistice on all fronts. It will secure the transfer
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of the estates of the landlords, appanages, and mon-
astenial lands to the control of the peasants’ commuttees
- without compensation , 1t will protect the rights of the
soldiers by introducing complete democracy n the
army , 1t will establish workers’ control over produc-
tion, 1t will see to 1t that the Constituent Assembly 1s
convened at 1ts appowmnted time, it will see to 1t that
bread 18 supplied to the cities and articles of prime
necessity to the willages, 1t will guarantee all the
nations whabiting Russia the genwne right of self-
determination
“The Congress decrees all power m the Jocalities
shall pass to the Sowviets of Workers’, Soldiers’, and
Peasants’ Deputies, which must guarantee genuine
revolutionary’order
“The Congress calls upon the soldiers in the
treniches to be watchful and firm The Congress of
Soviets 1s convinced that the revolutionary army will
succeed 1 defending the revolution from all attacks
of imperiahism untl such tume as the new Government
- succeeds 1n concluding a democratic peace, which 1t
will propose directly to all the peoples The new
Government will take measures to supply all the needs
of the revolutionary army by resorting to a determined
policy of requsitioning and taxation of the propertied
, classes, and also to ymprove the condition of the sol-
diers” famihes.
“ The Kormlovists—Kerensky, Kaledin, and others
~—are attempting to bring troops agawnst Petrograd
+ A few detachments who, duped by Kerensky, had
moved on Petrograd, have come over to the side of the
people 1n revolt

\
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“ SOLDIERS, ACTIVELY ) RESIST THE KORNILOVIST
KERENSKY ! BE ON YOUR (/}UARQ L
“ RATLWAYMEN, HOLD UP THE TROOP TRAINS DES-
PATCHED BY KERENSKY AGAINST PETROGRAD !
“ SOLDIERS, WORKERS, AND EMPLOYEES, THE FATE
. OF THE REVOLUTION AND THE FATE OF THE DEMO-
CRATIC PEACE IS IN YOUR HANDS !
« “LONG LIVE THE REVOLUTION '
" “ The All-Russian,Congress of Soviets
of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Dcputxcs
“ The Delegates from the Peasants’ Soviets
“ November 8th (October 26th), 1917 ”

These two days, November 7th and 8th, of the October
Revolution, so called because under the old-styled calen-
dar they fell on October 25th and 26th, marked the end
of the second stage of the revolution, whose first stage
had begun more than twelve years before The second
stage had lasted eight months And now the dual control
had passed away Russia had become the Russian
Socialist Federated oviet Republic
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CHAPTER 11

LAND, BREAD, AND PEACE

I PEACE

Tue sLocans or THE REvoLUTION had been
* Land, Bread, and Peace * The peace slogan had been
embodied 1n the Decree on Peace, passed on November
8th The first Decree of the Soviets was to make thewr
exit from the impenalist war. Immediately after the
assumption of power, the Soviet Government 1ssued by
wireless their proposals for an armistice on all frents as
a prehmunary for a general peace, The Alhed Govern-
ments, which had refused to recogmse the new regume,
could give no ofﬁclal or responsible answer The French
and Britsh embassxes, however, sent a message to
General Dukhomin, Kerensky’s commander-m-chief,
who had refused to accept his supersession by the Sowiet
commander-1n-chuef Kyylcpko, informing hum that the
Alles most strongly objected to any cessation of hos-
tilities, and urging upan hmn the further prosecution of
the war!

The German Govemment responded, and, after a

1 Inadentally, it was oxi this occasion that Lenm and Stahn
went to the microphone, where the former directly addressed the
saldiers on all the fronts, mforming them of the sabotage by the
army officers of the instruchons given by the Soviet Government,
and called upon the masses of soldiers themselves to see to 1t that
the orders of the Soviet Government were carried out The whole
mncident was one of the most remarkable examples of the faith
m the masses always exhibited by Lesn and Stahn
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cessation of hostilities, an armustice was negotiated’ The
_conclusion of the terms of the armmstice, which included
the fixing of the armues i their respective positions and
an mterdiction on any transfer of the troops of the
Central Empires to the western front, was delayed until
a further appeal could be made to the Allies to join n a
general armustice, preluninary to a general peace To this
appeal of the Bolsheviks, which could have saved a
mllion lives, no reply of any kind was given Accord-
ingly, every effort for a general peace having been tred
m vain, negotiations began on December 20th, 1917, for
a separate peace between Germany and 1ts allies on the
one hand, and the Soviets on the other

The Soviet representatives cabled certamn general
principles of the proposed peace, which they declared
must be a peace without annexations and without in-
demmties, this was to mean that the position of the
High Contracting Parties before the war was to be
resumed, except that subject nationahities were to
exercise the nght of self-determunation, and that the
mdividual sufferers from the war were to receive repara-
tions from a common fund, to be contributed to by all the
belbgerents Furthermore, all negotiations were to be
open and thewr daily progress was to be published by
wireless On December 25th, 1917, at Brest-Litovsk,
these general principles for conclusion of peace were
accepted by the Hohenzollern Government of Germany,
the Hapshurg Government of the Austro-Hungaman
Empire, by Ferdmand of Bulgaria and the Sultan of the
Ottoman Empire, How far tlus was a concession to
working-class feehng m Central Europe, or how far it
was regarded as part of the normal diplomatic bluff and
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hypocrisy, 1t 1s hard to say Within a few days, however, 1t
became clear that Count Czernin, the Austrian, and
Von Kuhlmann, the German, had no mtention of re-
garding these general proposals seriously, and that they
mtended to grab “ the spoils of victory *

To their surprise, to the astorushment of the rest of the
world, the Bolsheviks as stoutly mamtained these basic
principles, and at once rounded on their enemes,
accusing them of, personal decertfulness inspired by a
pohcy of naked imperialism

The relations between the two sets of negotiators
passed rapidly from an attitude of wonical concihation
to one of undisgwised aversion Meantime, a continuous
propaganda was carried on by both sides among the
troops But the propaganda of the Bolsheviks was
enormously supertor 1n its appeal ; it reached the awil
population behind the lines, and 1t was not Von Kuhl-
mann or Kaser Wilhelm to whom the Bolsheviks ad-
dressed their speeches, but the labouring masses of the
German Empire and the Austrian Empire For a time
the capitalist diplomats were completely mn the dark
They did not realhse what was happemng They even
seemed to think that the Bolsheviks, being Sociahsts,
were merely mtolerablespouters, beings so wrapped up
m their own opinions, so lost to a sense of realty, that
they could not reframn from agitational speeches in the
Council and Chamber, At one time they even thought
these speeches were made for home consumption 1n
Russia for the purpose of smoothing the path to the
acceptance of the German terms Suddenly their diplo-
matic illusions were shattered, The working people of
Austna and Germany, penetrated by the proletanan
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appeal of the Bolsheviks, began to move, A series of
enormous strikes broke out m Vienna, i Berlin, and m
Hamburg, and all over the country. For three years the
workers of Germany and her allies had suffered privation
and Hardships; but so long as they could be persuaded
that therr rulers were mtent only on defending the
fatherland, so long they appeared willng to submat to
the unending war. - ,

Brest-Latovsk opened thewr eyes With a sudden
awakening, the working class of the big cities of Germany
and Austria downed tools and the sailors of the German
Baltic Fleet broke out . open mutmy It was not a mere
series of economic strikes, but a revolutionary political
movement From the Petrograd Soviet, a wireless mes-
sage was sent to the Councils of Workers’ Delegates, that
had been set up mn that mdnth of January 1918 in Berhn
and Vienna, as follows

“ Brothers ! The news has filtered through to us of
your glonous fight agamst German and unversal
unpenialism The workers and soldiers of Petrograd
have welcomed the news with transports of inde-
scnbable enthustasm, Brothers and companions-in-
arms, by your strikes and demonstrations, and the

" creauon of your Council of Workers' and Soldzers’
Delegates, you have shown that the Austro-German
working class will not allow the hangmen and spoilers
10 1mpose a peace of violations and annexations on the
Socralist Republic of the Soviets

“ Cavil war in Russia 1s nearing 1ts end 1n the com-
plete victory of the social revolution ‘The destmed
‘outcome of the peace pourparlers 1s being decided, not
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at Brest-Latovsk, but 1n the streets of Berlin and
Vienna and other German and Austrian cties
. Brothers, we cordially beheve that you will do all that
1s possible to ensure that the peace pourparlers shall end
w pourparlers between the Russian Workmen’s and
Peasants’ Government and the German Government
of Liebknecht.”

It 13, of course, a matter of hustorical record that
Field Marshal Von Hindenburg publicly testified some
years later that the revolutionary expectations of the
Petrograd Soviet had been falaified by the betrayal of the
German anti-war strike movement through the actions
of Fritz Ebert and other leading German Socal-
Democrats. ¢ )

Thus the Bolsheviks, while carrying on these negotia-
tions, were using the opportunity to foment a revolution
i Germany, and by tliis ‘means to assure the ending of
war on all fronts and for mankind as a whole But Von
Kuhlmann and Count Czernin were also making use of
their opporturuties They were endeavouring to foment
a counter-revolutionary defection of the Ukrainian Rada
from the Soviet side The Rada was the parhament
of the Ukraiman National Republic, which had been

, immediately recogmsed by the Bolshewiks as autono-

“ mous, followng on their principle of the nght of self-
determmation for nationalities. This Rada, unbike the
Sowviets, contained representatives of all classes. For this
reason, the recogrution densed to the Soviet Government
had been immediately accorded to the Rada by the

, Allies, who supplemented recogmition, with, financial
support.
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The German and Austrian mihtarists, however, dis-
cerned 1n 1ts composite character a chance to break the
solidarity of the opposed front Just as the Bolsheviks had
hoped for the breaking of the Central Empires by a
working-class revolution, so their opponents counted on
the opposition'of the Rada to a Soviet regime proving
stronger than the claims of patriotism or the hatred of
the foreign enemy So from the beginning of the negotia-
tions they began to work secretly upon the Rada On
January 11th they had got so far that the Rada plenipo-
tentiaries announced at Brest-Litovsk that the Ukrane
had now taken up 1ts internauonal exmistence as an
mdependent State By the end of the first week in
February, the German and Austrian efforts were finally
successful The Rada accepted the German-Austrian
terms and signed a separate peace on February gth, 1918
The president of the Rada delegation described 1t as ©“ a
democratic peace that 15 honourable for both sides ”
Actually, 1t amounted to a German suzerainty over the
Ukramne

Then General Hoffmann, thrusting aside the civiian
negotiators, announced bluntly that the Hohenzollern
and Hapsburg Governments meant to have the spous of
victory, and delvered an ultumatum demanding that
the Bolsheviks should sign the treaty, which was one of
spohation, within a few days

Already, on January 47th, Lenin, who saw that at all
costs the revolution must “ get a breathing-space,” had
presented a thesis to the Central Commuttee of the Party
in which he urged the immediate conclusion of peace
with Germany even on the severe terms offered These
terms meant that the Germans would occupy the whole
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of Poland and Lithuania, Courland and part of Livonia,
Whte Russta and the islands n the Gulf of Riga, besides
receiving an indemmuty, disguised as the upkeep (that
15, the board and lodgmg) of the Russian prisoners of
war,

Trotsky and Bucharmn, however, opposed the imme-
diate conclusion of peace Agamnst Lemn, who wanted an
end to the slaughter and a breathing-space for the
revolution, they refused to see the realities of the situa-
ti6n Trotsky and Bucharin had passed from real hife to
theatre Finally, when the German impenahsts refused
to modfy their terms, Trotsky proposed the adventurist
formula of Neither War nor Peace, and, m spite of Lemn,
who described this formula as the scrapping of the
revolution, the Central Commuttee agreed Lemn said
to the Central Commuttee on January 24th;:

“What Trotsky proposed—discontinuance of the
war, refusal to sign peace, and the demobilisation of
the army-—means an international political demon-
stration All we will achieve by withdrawing our troops
18 to surrender the Esthomian Socialist Republic to the
Germans. By signing peace . . we will enable our
gans to gather strength If the Germans begin to
advance, we will be forced to sign any kind of peace,
and then the peace will, of course, be worse.”

On February 17th, 1918, the Germans declared the
armustice at an end and, without waiting for the expiry
of the seven days’ notice, resumed the war, The armues
of the Kaiser advanced steadily mto Russian terntory,
They met with practically no resistance. Immense
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military supphes fell into their hands They occupied the
whole of Latvia and Esthonia, almost the whole of White
Russia, and a good part of the Ukrame
" Convinced too late of how they had been musled by
Trotsky, the Central Committee, through the Soviet
Government, wired their readmess to sign the peace
terms But this no longer suited the Germans’ book, and
they proposed new peace terms of incredibly greater
severity Not only did they insist on holding the new
territory that they had occupied, but demanded that the
Soviet troops immediately evacuate the whole of Fin-
land, the whole of the Ukrame, and part of Trans-
Caucasia Certamn sections of the Bolsheviks would not
sign the new peace terms Lenn had to struggle almost
as never before, and had to take the extreme step of
threatening to resign from the Central Comuuttee and
the Government if there was any further hesitation 1n
face of this mortal danger to the revolution. The Central
Commuttee accepted The Central Executive Commuttee
of the Soviets, with a majority of Bolsheviks on 1t,
accepted. On March 2nd, the peace of Brest-Litovsk was
signed, and a fortmght later, on March 17th, was ratified
by the Third All-Russia Congress of Soviets

Trotsky, at the Central Commuttee, had refused to
vote erther way. Buchann and Pyatakov continued the
struggle begun by Trotsky against the hine of Lenin, and
mobilised the Moscow Commuttee of the Party, a number
of members of the Central Commuttee, and a number of
People’s Commussars against the decisions of the Central
Commuttee and the Soviet Government. They formed 2
“ Left ** Communist fraction ; they attacked the leader-
ship of the Party mn most outrageous terms, Buchann
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calling Lenin a phrase-monger of opportunism, They
entered into megotiations with the Left Social-Revolu-
tionaries. For several months they continued a factional
struggle on -every mamn policy of the Bolshewiks' In the
course’ of this, they descended mto conspiracies, and
were preparing to arrest and imprison Lemn, whose
place as Chaprman of the Council of People’s Commussars
was to be taken by Pyatakov'

Thus in the first months of the year, and especially in
March, April, and May, the enormous difficulues’which
confronted the leadership of the Bolshevik Party, headed
by Lenin, Stalin, and Sverdlov, were further complicated
by the fierce factional struggle and conspiracies carned
on by the “ Left ** Commursts whose adventurist tactics
had been inspired by Trotsky

2. LAND

On November 4th and 8th the Second All-Russia
Congress of Soviets of Workers' and Soldiers’ Deputzes,
on the proposal of Lenim, accepted as their decision, not
the Bolshevik land programme, but the land programme
of the Social-Revolunonanes, compiled some five
months earhier at the:Furst All-Russia Congress of
Peasants’ Deputies This programme of the Socal-
Revolutonaries had not been carried out by its authors,
the Social-Revolutionary Party, who protested that the
Bolsheviks had stolen thewr thunder, This programme
was one of dinding up the land, and jt Was not untll a
couple of years later that the Bolshevik programme of
land nationahsation was carned through, after the
peasants had themselves, through their own expenience,
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realised the correctness of the Bolshewik proposals For
the moment, the peasantry were satisfied that the Soviet
Government represented their interests

During November and December, negotiations went
on with the Left Social-Revolutionaries, who had
entered the Central Executive Commuttee of the Soviets
but were hesitating to enter the Council of People’s
Commussars Before the end of the year several of them
took up the posts of People’s Comrmssars in the Govern-
ment "Thus the slogan of the revolution, the Dictatorship
of the Proletariat in alhance with the poorer peasantry,
was reflected 1n the joint representation m the Govern-
ment of the Bolsheviks and the Left Social-Revolution-
artes But this coalition was not to last long

The petty-bourgeors revolutionarmess of the Left
Social-Revolutionaries was not able to stand the stram
of Brest-Litovsk After the signature of the treaty, when
the “ Left ” Communists resigned from their posts, the
Left Social-Revolutionanes also resigned from the
Council of People’s Commussars From this moment on-
wards the Left Social-Revolutionaries endeavoured to
break the peace, which represented the necessary
breathing-space of the revolution, by reckless attempts
to precipitate a renewal of the war with German 1mper:-
alsm These culminated finally in an attempt to seize
power at the end of the first week of July 1918, on the
occasion of the Fifth All-Russia Congress of Soviets Two
Social-Revolutionaries assassinated Count Mirbach, the
ambassador of the Hohenzollerns, with the object of
causing the renewal of war, and, at the same time,
serzed various strategic positions 1n Moscow. For the
capital had now been moved to Moscow from Petrograd,
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which was too near to hostile forces. Within forty-eight
hours this msurrection had been hquidated. The bass of
it had not only been the continuance of the Social-
Revolutionary adventurist policy as regards war and
peace, but the resistance of the kulaks to the gramn
requisitions made by the Soviet Government and to the
building up of the orgarusations of poor peasants in the
village by the Bolsheviks. For within those eight months
a basic change had taken place The Right Social-
Revolutionaries had passed completely over into the
camp of open counter-revolution, the Left Social-
Revolutionaries, who had previously represented the
mass of the peasantry, had now come to represent the
kulaks, while the masses of poor peasants now felt thewr
interests were best represented by the Bolsheviks, who
also had the support, or at least the acquiescence, of the
bulk of the middle peasantry. -

From this moment onwards the pohiical form of
government in Russia 15 the Dictatorship of the Prole-
tanat, led by the single party of the Bolsheviks.

3 DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT

Sixty-five years before the October Revolution, Karl
Marx, 1n a letter to hus friend, Joseph Weydemeyer, had
disclaimed any credit for the discovery of the class
struggle, and then added the historic words:

“What I did that was new was to prove:

(1) That the EXISTENCE OF CLASSES 18 only bound up
with a PARTICULAR, HISTORIC PHASE IN THE DE-.
VELOPMENT OF PRODUCTION,
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(2) That the class struggle necésa;ﬂy leads to the
DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT;

{3) That this dictatorship 1tself only constitutes the
transition to the ABOLITION OF ALL CLASSEs and to
2 CLASSLESS SOCIETY ™

The Iife-work of Lemn up to this point had been to
realise the Dictatorship of the Proletanat. For twenty
years and more on this subject there ‘has been wide-
spread musrepresentation and not a Lttle downright
lying It has been equated with despotism, autocracy,
tyranny, etc, etc The msistence of Lemn that prole-
tarian dictatorship 1s 2 democracy, and that bourgeors
democracy 1s a dictatorshup, has been scorned as a para-
dox, without any attempt to ascertan 1ts meaning The
experiences 1 this respect of past revolutions (eg the
Commonwealth period m seventeenth-century Britain)
have been ignored Yet, to use the words of Lenin::

“ It was this Tustorical experience of all revolutions,
1t was this world-hustorical—economic and pohical—
lesson that Marx confirmed 1n giving his short, sharp,
concise, and striking formula Dictatorship of the Pro-
letariat.”?

For the moment 1t should be noted that the achieve-
ment of the Dictatorship of the Proletaniat did not mean
immediate Socialism. What had been proposed 1n the

Apri] Theses of Lemin was not immediate Soaalism but
1 Selected Warks, Vol VI, p 338 For a full treatment of this
subject see also * Theses on Bourgeos Democracy and the

Dictatorship of the Proletanat > (1919) and other wrntings in
this same volume
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supervision and control of mdustry by Workers’ Com-
muttees. Consequently, November ith—Bth had meant
a complete change m State power by the overthrow of
the bourgeowsie, but only tentative 1hough sigmficant
changes 1n the economuc basis The big banks were fused
together and nationalised, a monopoly of foreign trade
{whuch, to be sure, hardly existed at that moment) was
established The first steps were taken for the socialisa-
tion of jomnt stock companies

The efforts of the new Government were met with
sabotage on the par¢, not only of the capitalists, but of
mntellectuals, techmcians, civil servants, and the middle
classes generally Amongst the Don Cossacks, General
Kaledin at once rased a revolt, Simular revolts were
started by Generals Krassnov, Dutov, and other Tsanst
officers whom the Russian workers, m anaccess of mis-
taken clemency, had set free on parole wathin a few days
after the victory of the revolution By the tune the spring
was reached, all the accumulated difficulties caused by
the war, and by the disorgamsation following on the
revolution of February, bad combined together to make
the tasks of the Bolsheviks more difficult. It was at this
pont, in March-Apnl 1918, immediately * the breath-
mg-space * had been given, that Lemn elaborated the
plan of Socialist construction which 1s known as Lenun’s
Econormc Plan of Spring 1918, under the title of * The
Immediate Tasks of the Soviet Government.” It began
by the statement that, thanks to the peace which had
been achieved—notwithstanding its burdensome char-
acter and s instability—the Russian Soviet Republc
was enabled, for a certain time, to concentrate its efforts
on the most important and most dufficult aspect of the
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Sociabist revolution, viz the orgamsational task Two
quotations from the body of this extraordinarly im-
portant programmatic article may serve graphically to
show what lay before the revolution as 1ts task, and what
was the main obstacle at that moment.

“Introduce,” said Lemmn, *accurate and con-
scientious accounting of money, manage economcally,
« do not be lazy, do not steal, observe the strictest dis-
apline during work—it s precusely such slogans,
which were justly scorned by the revolutionary pro-
letariat when the bourgeoisie concealed 1ts rule as an
exploiting class by these commandments, that now,
after the overthrow of the bourgeoisie, are becomung
the immediate and the prinapal slogans of the
moment ”

It 35 1mpossible even to summarise the extraordinarly
powerful and rich argumentation, with 1ts deep msight
mto social-economuc processes, that appears i this
programme It met with the fiercest opposition frora the
“ Left * Communsts, and the reply to them forms the
concluding portion of this statement We quote mn full
this

* Conclusion

“ An extraordmanly difficult and dangerous situa~
tion n nternational affairs, the necessity of manceuv-
ring and retreaung; a period of waiung for new out-
breaks of the revolution which 1s maturing 1n the West
at a painfully slow pace; within the country a period
of slow construction and ruthless ¢ ightenung up,’ of
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prolonged and persistent struggle waged by stern,
proletanan disciphne aganst the menacing element
of petty-bourgeos laxity and anarchy—such, 1n brief,
are the disungwshing features of the special stage of
the Socialist revolution we are now living in Such 1s
the hnk mn the hstorical chan of events which we
must grasp with all our mught n order to be able to
cope with the tasks that confront us before passing to
the next link which 1s attracting us by 1ts particular
brightness, the brightness of the victory of the mnter-
national proletarian revolution Try to compare the
slogans that arise frora the specific conditions of the
present stage, viz manceuvre, retreat, wait, buld
slowly, ruthlessly tighten up, sternly disciphne, smash
laxaty—with the ordinary everyday concept * revolu-
tionary * Is 1t surprising that when certain ¢ revolu-
tionaries * hear this they are filled wath noble indigna-
tion and begin to ¢ thunder * abuse at us for forgetung
the traditions of the October Revolution, for com-
promusing with the bourgeois specialists, for com-
promusing with the bourgeoisie, for being petty bour-
geos, reformsts, etc, etc. ?

* The musfortune of these sorry ‘ revolutionaries ’ 1s
that even those who are prompted by the best motives
in the world, and are absolutely loyal to the cause of
Sociahsm, fail to understand the particular, and
‘ particularly unpleasant,’ state that a backward
country, which has been tortured by a reactionary and
disastrous war and which began the Socialist revolu-
tion long before the more advanced countnes, has to
pass through, they lack stamina in the difficult
moments of a dufficult transition, Naturally, at 1s the
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¢ Left Sociahst-Revolutionaries * who are acting as an
* official > opposition of #us kind against our Party.
Of course, there are, and always will be, indrvidual
exceptions in groups and class types. But social types
remzin. I the land mn which the small-proprietor
population greatly predominates over the purely
proletanian population, the d.ference between the
proletarian revolutionarv and petty-bourgesss revolu-
uonary will mevitably make itself felt, and from tune
to tme will make itself very sharply felt. The petty-
bourgeois revolutionary wavers and vacillates at every
turn of events; he 13 an ardent revolutuonary m March
1917, and prases ‘coaltons’ in May. hates the
Bolsheviks {or laments over their € adventunsm )
July, and runs away from them in fear af the end of
October, supports them mn December, and finally, in
March and Aprl 1918, such types, more often than
not, turn up their noses contemptuously and say: © 1
am not one of those who sing hymns to “ organic ”
work, to practicalness and gradualness.”

 The social source of these types 13 the small master
who is drven to frenzy by the horrors of war, the
sudden ruin, the unprecedented tortures of starvanon
and destruction, who hysterically rushes from place
0 place seeking salvation, places hus confidence m the
proletanat and supports 1t at one moment and falls
1mto fits of despair at another. We must clearly under-
stand and fully appreciate the fact that Socalism
cannot be built on such a soxaal basis. The only class
that can lead the toilers and the exploited masses 1
the class that unswervingly marches along 13 path
without losmng courage and without dropping into
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despar even at the most difficult, severe, and danger-
ous crossings Fts of hysteria are of no use to us What
we need 15 the steady march of the won battahons of
the proletanat.”™
1 Lemn’s Selected Works, Vol VII, pp. 348-50.
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CHAPTER III

INTERVENTION AND
CIVIL WAR

I. THE CAPITALIST POWERS ATTACK

Tue FULFILMENT m all its amphtude of the
«Socialist task set by Lenin was confronted by an attempt
to cut short the Iife of the Soviet Republic by interven-
tion and avil war Civil war, indeed, had already begun
amongst the Don Cossacks, but from the beginning, n
carly summer 1918, of the civil war, night up to 1ts final
end 1 1922, the rebels agamnst the Soviet Government,
the Whates of vanous shades, all depended upon the
support and active assistance of foreign Powers
There have been other occasions in history when a
revolutionary Government has been assaled by the
armed forces of foreign reactionary States. The French
Revolution had to combat the armies simultaneously of
seven European Powers, but the Russian Revoluton
bad to fight simultaneously against the armed forces of
no less than fourteen capitalist Powers Throughout the
“last half of 1918 there is war and avil war; there is
marching and fighting m all the”Russias. From the
Polish border to the Paafic, from the High Pamurs to the
Arctic Ocean, there are hostilities of Germans, Austrians,
Czecho-Slovakians, Turks, Kurds, Armenians, British,
Japanese, Amenicans, Clunese, French, Itahans, Greeks,
Portuguese, etc. The terntones of the Tsardom appear
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to be distegrating, and withun each sector, near the
borders, there appears a foreign invader or an adherent
of the old regime,

For the first six months and more of the ntervention
and avil war, both the Germans and therr allies on the
one hand, and the French, British, and Americans on the
other hand, though locked 1n deadly combat, were
actually co-operating 1n an endeavour to weaken or
crush Bolshevism, The German mperialists and thewr
associates regarded the Soviet Government as a Power to
be weakened to the utmost extent In all the western
provinces which they had seized, the Baltic barons (as
the'Germanised upper classes and large proprietors were
termed) were given full power and all Sociahst activities
were suppressed In Esthoma and Latvia the Germans
enabled the counter-revolution to triumph, The same
was the case in Finland, where the capitalist parties,
defeated 1n the elections, had dropped all pretence of
constitutionalism and appealed to the arbitrament of
cwvil war, The Finmsh Whites appealed to the Hohen-
zollern Government for help The mdependence of
Finland was recognised by the Germans at the same time
as negotiations were carried on for the establishment of 2
Finnush monarchy, with a German princeling as king;
and German gsoldiers were poured into Helsingfors.
Within a few months the majonty of the more active
Reds had been extermunated or cast into prison, and
General Mannerhetm was 1n the saddle as regent, sup-
ported by German bayonets The huge populous Re-
public of the Ukramne the Germans frankly regarded as
a protectorate whose harvest and production must
supply the German military machune, They abolished
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the Rada and put the Government of the Ukrame m
the hands of the Hetman Skoropadsky, under the sut-
velllance of Field Marshal Von Eichhorn, and then
pushed on beyond the Dmieper and the Don to the
northern shores of the Black Sea Here they hegan to
occupy territory within the bounds of Sowviet Russia,
returmung no satisfactory answer to the repeated remon-
strances of the Soviet Government, who were compelled
themselves to sink the Black Sea Fleet to prevent 1t from
falling mto the hands of the Germans Their ally, the
Sultan of Turkey, pushed up northward mnto the Cau-
casus, attacking the Sowiet forces and turming an equally
deaf ear to the Moscow wireless To German impenalism
and 1ts allies, the problem of the former Russian Empire
was capable of a threefold solution—political, economuc,
and military Farstly, 1t was important for them to keep
the Sowviet Government as weak as possible (co-operation
with 1t having proved out of the question), to utibse for
this purpose the hatred of the Bolsheviks amongst the
bourgeosie of the outlying terntories, and by this means
to buld up a2 German hegemony on the Baltic and on
the Black Sea Secondly, 1t was thew purpose to seize
the harvests of the Ukramne and to supplement therr
command of the Rumamnian petroleum by a seizure of the
oil fields of the Caucasus Thurdly, the disabling of Soviet
Russia and the pact with the Finmish Whutes made 1t
possible to plan the estabhishment of a submarine base on
the Arctic Ocean, yust as their possession of the Black Sea
littoral formed a base for repelling the upward thrust of
the Bntish troops from Mesopotamia and Persia—or
even, 1 the imagination of the more adventurist soldiers,
for opening the high road to Persia and Hindustan.
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The attitude of the allied and associated Powers was
less capable of definition It nught seem that thewr mb-
tary wterests dictated to them the need of making the
best of a bad bargam and of proffering their help to the
Sowiets for a resistance to the German encroachments
Indeed, it was under such a pretext that the first troops
of the Alled Powers were sent to Russia That 1t was
only a pretext soon became clear Alled statesmen and
mibitary chiefs strove to meplcate through thewr speeches
and “ mnspired ** articles in the Press the belief that the
Bolsheviks were “ German agents,” and that Russian
terrtory must continue to be treated as a theatre of war
Sigmficant facts, such as the open adherence of Milyu-
koff, the former Secretary of Foreign Affaws, to the
German gde, they glossed over, The ““ German agents ”
myth was only one example of a mamfold Allied propa-
ganda by which they sought to compromuse the Bolshe-
viks 1 the eyes of the working people of their own
countries For there were many class-conscious poli-
ticians to whom a Socialist Society existed only 1n order
to be crushed. They agreed with Mr Winston Churchill’s
view that the Bolsheviks were a worse enemy to civihsa-
tion than the Prussians—the “ Huns

Accordingly the foreign nvasions and mtervention
began Withun a few months after the October Revolu-
tion had been established throughout almost the entire
terntory of former Tsanst Russia, the troops of the
mvading Powers or thewr hurelings had occupied the vast
majority of that terntory and were seeking to hem in the
Soviet Government to a fraction of European Russia,
Under the instgation and diection of French impe-
rialism, armies of Czecho-Slovakian prisoners of war
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were brought together and orgamsed 1n May 1918 they
rose n msurrection and seized part of the railway-lne
through the Urals into Siberia. Under their protection,
m the Urals and along part of the Volga a so-called
Constituent Assembly! Government was set up, with
Avksentieff at 1ts head and Ufa as its centre, and this
claimed a primacy amongst the various anti-Soviet
nucley, ,

A Brtish expedition was landed on the Murmansk
coast, and another occupied Archangel and advanced
down towards Yologda and Viatka (now called Kirov).
Amenicans and a number of other nationalities formed
part of this force, whose supreme commanders were
British army officers A Japanese force occupied Vladi-
vostok, advanced through the Far East and Sibena,
where they jomed up with the Czecho-Slovaks The
mam American force was with the British at Archangel,
a second force disembarked at Vladivostok, partly to
add strength to the mtervention and partly to watch the
Japanese, Another British eﬁpedmon, comucally called
the “ Dunster-Force,” pushed up through Persia from
Mesopotamia, occupied the south of the Caspian Sea,
and brought Sepoy troops mnto Trans-Caspia, mcluding

1 The dissolution of the Constituent Assembly has not been
dealt with in the narrauve, partly because the importance of
this episode has been much exaggerated As will have been ap-
parent, the reality of the situation 1n 1917 was the dual control,
the struggle for power between the bourgeorstie, domunating
various suceesstve Provisional Governments, and the working
class orgamsed 1n the Soviets In this struggle, which divided
Russia, the Constituent Assembly became a pawn mn the game
played by the bourgeoisie When the Constituent Assembly
finally met mn January 1918, the duahsm had already been
resolved, the cry of ¢ All Power to the Soviets ” had become a
fact When 1t refused to recogmse this fact, the Assembly was
promptly dissolved
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Turkmenstan A volunteer army of Whites, protected
in the north by General Krassnov, who received his
armues from the German imperialists, and supported by
counter-revolutionary sections of the Terek and Kuban
Cossacks, consolidated its position in the Northern
Caucasus
Against this chamn of mvasions what force could the
Soviet Government oppose ? The old Tsarist army had
- been demobilised 1n March, or, at any rate, so much of it
as had not already deserted With remarkable energy the
Sowviet Government began construction of a new army,
the Red Army, in which were embodied, bit by but, the
*Red Guards who had helped to carry through the
revolution and the various bands of volunteers occupied .
1n guerilla warfare, called 1n Russia the Partisan troops
By the end of s1x months a severe check had been given to
the forces of intervention, and a Red Army was in being
 With the armistice and the German Revolution of
November 1918, the pressure from the side of the
German militanists was relaxed, though one of the stipu-
lations made by the victorious Allies was that the
German troops must not be withdrawn from the border
regions untld military forces satisfactory to the Allies had
taken their place

‘

2. THE ATTACK INTENSIFIED

But the relaxation of the German pressure was the
signal for an intensified attack by the allied capitahst
Powers, No sooner was the armustice signed than the
French flest entered the Black Sea, transports were sent
to Novorossisk with military supplies for Demlkin’s army,
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and several diisions of French troops were landed 1n the
Crimea and at Odessa At the same tume, the conclusion
of the armustice had enabled the rest of the Alles to
devote more attention to the mulitary problem of
conquering the Bolsheviks
By the end of the wanter the Sociahist Soviet Republic
swas 1 an extremely unfavourable situation In the
south, 1n addition to the activities of Generals Krassnov
and Dutoff at the head of the Cossacks of the Don and
the Caspian regions, the armies of General Demkin,
operating 1 conjunction with French, Greek, and
Rumanian detachments on the line of the Dmester, had
pushed up from Odessa 1 a wide fan, the easternmost
tip of which lay upon the lower Volga In the north, the
British forces and the White troops, under the puppet
Government of the Social-Revolutionary Chaikovsky,
had moved from Archangel down the Pechora and the
Dvina until 1t seemed possible that their attack, together
with the British warships on the Baltic and the activities
of the Whute Finns, would succeed in “ hiberating ”
northern and north-eastern Russia from Bolshevism But
as the spring of 1919 advanced, the most formudable
enemy of the Republic appeared to be the forces under
the command of Kolchak
Admiral Kolchak was the successor of the Constituent
+ Assembly Government of Siberia, On November 18th,
1918, the directorate of this Government had been dis-
+ solved through a coup d’état, and several of 1ts members
put i prison by Kolchak, who assumed power under the
utle of * Supreme Ruler.” With Japanese and British
help he orgamsed the ﬁghtmg forces of the counter-
revolution and began a westward move towards Moscow.
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One after another the strategic positions m the west of
Sibena fell before hum , the border into European Russia
was crossed, and the line of the upper Volga approached
As his successes grew, so the other Provisional Govern-
ments of the counter-revolution began to reco‘gmse hus
supreme authonty Fmally, when hs star in the East
appeared to be neanng 1ts zenth, the allied and assocr-
ated Powers (France, Britamn, Italy, the United States,
and Japan) sent a despatch to Adrmural Kolchak prom-
sing their assistance and stating thewr terms The des-
patch, which was dated May 26th, 1919, began thus
“ Furst, as soon as the Government of Admral Kolchak
and his associates reach Moscow .

Alas, by the time that Allies had made this decision,
Kolchak’s troops were already mn full retreat The latter
part of May had seen a complete reversal of the position
on the Volga~Ural front And the Red Armes had begun
their steady drive eastwards through Sibena for over a
thousand mules, which ended at Irkutsk, on Lake Baikal,
with the complete disappearance of the counter-
revolution as a military force The repulst of Kolchak
was followed by a senies of rapid blows at the army of
Denikin, and the consequent contraction of his frontiers

Meantme the southward movement of the Archangel
troops to Vologda, there to meet the mght wing of
Kolchak's army, had convinced British workers that all
the pretexts were false and that there was no longer any-
thing but a deliberate invasion of Russia The triple -
dustrial alhance of rallwaymen, transporf workers, and
miners, the charrman of which was Robert Smulle, was
threateung to strike unless Britsh troops were with-
drawn, The labour agitations thus begun culminated n
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the, summonmg of an international strike for July 21st

The. strike was effective only m a few countries, but
enough had happened 1n that early summer of 1919 to
make 1t clear that the orgarised workers of Europe
looked upon Russia and “ the Russtan problem * with
very different eyes from the capitalist Government They
were no longer willing to acquiesce 1n the suppression of
"a Socialist Republic for the crime of being Socialist At
the same time there was a mutiny of the French sadors
i the Black Sea, headed by André Marty, and there were
munor mutimes and a very ugly situation amongst the
troops under British command in northern Russia Ths,
together with the fear of British labour, was a sufficient
stmulus for the War Office to withdraw the troops from
Archangel The British fleer, however, remained 1n
Saviet waters, and remained actwve.

All' throughout this period the mtervenuon had not
been lunuted 1o invasions and support of counter-
revolutionary Governments There bad been large sums
poured outn support of espionage, wrecking, and terror
The British Government adnutted spending more than
£100,000,000, the cost of which 1s still being borne by
the British taxpayer, in assistance given in the shape of
mumttons and all supplies of war to Denikin, Kolchak,
Yudemtch, and other generals The amount expended
on secret service work, espionage, wrecking, and terror-
1sm has never been divulged Suffice 1t that the special
orgamisation created by the Soviet Government found
1ts hands ful. Six weeks after the revolution, on
December 20th, 1917, a Decree of the Council of People’s
'Commussars created an All-Russia Extraordmary Com-
mussion to combat counter-revolution, commonly called
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the “ Cheka,” under the chawrmanship of Djernnsky
Despute the achvities of this organisation, whose business
was to deal with spies, bandits, wreckers, etc , there were
many attempts at assassination, i some of which foreign
consuls were imphcated In the beginning of September
1918, Unitsky and Volodarsky, two leading Commurnsts,
were assassmnated 1n Petrograd At the same tume the
assassin Fanny Kaplan, a member of the Social-Revolus
tionary Party, emptied a revolver into Lemn as he was
coming away from a workers’ meeting

This triple blow was met by a mass terror, which,
a few weeks, proved as efficacious as the sumlar terror
under the French Revolution Within a few weeks Lenin
was able to resume his work - but a lasting injury had
been inflicted on his health

In the beginmng of 1919 the veil of darkness that had
been cast over events in Russta, and had obscured what
was happeming from Western eyes, began to be torn
asunder. Throughout the whole world, the demobilised
soldiers were returning home and the workers i industry
were shaking Joose from the bonds imposed upon them
in wartime , N

Simultaneously with the meetings of the alhed War
Council at Versailles, the various opportunist Socialists,
who up to now had heen denouncing one another and
backing * their own * capitalist Governments, thought
the tume nipe to come together once more. At Berne,
Switzerland, there was called a meeting of pro-war
Sociabsts In this the revolutionary Socialists refused to
participate. In Moscow, a meeting was called on March
* 2nd to form the Third International. Lerun presided, and

the meeting became the Communist International’s first
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Congress From this moment onwards, i addition to the
general support of the working class throughout the
world for the Socialist Repubhics of Russia, there was
added the complete adherence, 1n an orgamised form, of
revolutionary Socialists to Lenirusm '

The early summer of 1919 had seen the defeat of
Kolchak and the withdrawal of the Archangel forces , the
late summer and early autumn witnessed once more an
unfavourable sttuation A certain degree of disorganisa-
tion of the southern front had enabled Denikin to
advance up through the Ukrame as far as Orol and
Tula, only about 200 kilometres south of Moscow Also
in that autumn, with the support of the British Admar-
alty, there was launched a sudden attack on Petrograd
by General Yudemtch It was a close call but the rally-
mg of the workers of Petrograd saved the situation in the
north, while mn the south the tide began to turn aganst
Dentkin .

93 THE POLES AND THE END OF WRANGEL

During each, winter from 1918-19 to 1g920-21, 1t
was the custom of the capitalist Powers to carry on
negotiations with the Bolsheviks Each year, as the spring
advanced and movements of troops became possible,”
negotiations were dropped and mulitary operations
resumed In the spring of 1920 the forces of the newly
constrtuted Poland, whose Chuef of State * was Marshal
Joseph Pilsudski, Jaunched a tremendous attack, and on
April 26th mvaded the Ukraine, As soon as these troops
appeared to be reaching a measure of success, King
George V sent a congratulatory telegram to Marshal
Pilsudsk: expressing pleasure that 1t was now the first
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anmversary of the foundation of the Polish State. There
15 no record of King George V sending any subsequent
telegrams on the fifth, tenth, or fifteenth anmversaries of
the Polish State

The Polish armies were able tb seize Kiev, the capatal
of the Ukraine, and were advancing tnumphantly when,
at Jiturnur, Budyenny’s Red cavalry broke through the
Polish hnes Within a few days the Polish armues were
headlong rout In ther retreat into Poland, the Red
Army was at their heels The Red Army crossed the
border, and a Red cavalry raid reached the outskirts of
Warsaw, It was a danng raid which, o 1t had been
successful, would have shattered the Treaty of Versailes
Outside Warsaw, the Red Artmes were defeated by the
remforcements which France and Britan had rapidly
hurried to the support of thexr Polish puppet State

The alarm 1n the West had been widespread amongst
the pohticians Agamnst the onward rush of the Red
Army, the British and French Governments took council
together with their chiefs of staff Everythung was being
made ready to renew the war agamnst Soviet Russia.
At this point, the beginming of August 1920, there were
formed in Britain Councils of Action, the object of which_
was to stop the war aganst Soviet Russia. So universal
was the response, not only from the working class, but
from the war-weary petty-bourgeoisie of Britamn, that
Lloyd George, then Prime Mimster, was compelled to
announce the withdrawal of the British Government
from schemes of intervention. The formation of the
Councils of Action had been preceded by strike action in’
the London docks aganst the Jolly George, a ship loaded
with munitions for Poland,
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By the autumn of 1920, peace negotiations had started
between Poland and the Russian Socialist Federated
Soviet Republic,

Meanume, on the southern front, the forces of Denikin
were being reorganised under the command of General
Wrangel, and with the assistance of the Marquess
Curzon, Brtish Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs,
who had earlier pleaded with the Soviets to allow
Wrangel to evacuate the Crimea Wrangel was more
capable than Demkmn, He commenced an advance
towards Moscow in the late autumn The Red Army
swung round The cavalry made a wide sweeping move-
ment. Wrangel’s forces were driven back into the Crimea,
where they endeavoured to hold the fortress of Pericop,
at the neck of the Isthmus. The fortress of Pericop was
taken by storm, at the cost of 20,000 casualties, The Jast
mvaders and the last White troops had been cleared
out, of European Russia

It began to become clear to the capatalsts that it was
pecessary to make peace. The negotiations for a trade
agreement, begun 1 January of 1920 and hopefully
suspended by the British Government during the Polish
offensive and agamn dunng Wrangel’s offensive, were
resumed But, under one pretext or another, the agree-
ment could never reach the stage of being signed The
Brtish Foreign Office kept mnsisting that an obstacle
was the alleged mtcrferemfe of the Sov1et Government
with 1ts’ propaganda anside , the Brmsh Empire. In
February 1921 1t was dlscovered that the Brutish Govern-
inent had been carrying on counter-revolutionary
propaganda inside Russia, and that Scotland Yaid had
actually been responsible for a forged’cdmon of Pravda,
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which was bemng distiibuted mside Russia with a view

to causmng nsurrection agamst the Soviet authorities. -

Within a few days after this awkward discovery the
trade agreement was signed

So long as the forces of the counter-revolution held
the Crimea and the northern shores of the Black Sea,
it had been possible for 2 Menshevik Government to
maintain itself 1n Georgia under the leadership of Noah
Jordama, under the protection of the Western capitahist
Powers, or, at any rate, of the o1l magnates A rising
Georgra of the workers enabled this last stronghold of
the counter-revolution, which had been described
curiously by Mr Ramsay MacDonald as a “ typical
ILP State,” to become Sowiet termtory in January
1921 Operations aganst Asiatic counter-revolution,
both 1n midmost Asia and 1n the Far East, which the
Japanese did not finally evacuate until the end of 1922,
were to continue for several more years In the West, in
the winter of 1921-2, the White Finns attached the
RSFSR, and in the repulse of this attempt a Red
Finn named Antikanen played a vigorous part for
which he was subsequently, 1n 1937, sentenced to 1m-
prisonment for Life But, in essentials, the civil wars were
concluded, after three years of terrible devastation,
the spring of 1921, On’all fronts the Soviet Government
had been wictorious

4 MILITARY COMMUNISM

In 1918, when the new ruling class of Russia had to
face the chaos left by the Tsardom and the capatahsts,
»a primutive agriculture disorgamised by war, an un-
developed ndustry diverted from peaceful ends and
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collapsing under the strains of 1914 to 1917, they had to
frame a policy whose content was mdicated at the end
of the last chapter But that policy had to be modified
and developed m accordance with military political
arcumstances After the summer of 1918, mibtary
necessity was the first factor 1n deciding policy. Under
thus supreme pressure there was evolved a form of
exchange which was called by-the name of “ Miltary
Communism ” The ongmal bargan, so to speak,
between the peasants and the proletaniat had been that
Soviet power would give the peasants the use of the land,
and would exchange the products of industry for the
products of the soil. To that bargamm military necessity
said ““ No ” Not only the products of the soil, but the
whole of the products of heavy mndustry, had to be
requsitioned for the needs of the Red Army. The bargain
had to be transformed Instead of receiving the products
of industry, the peasants received the protection of the
Red Army against theirr embattled landlords and, in
return for this protection, all grain beyond the needs of
the peasant family was requsthoned for cvil and
mulitary purposes Needless to say, though the peasants
as a whole understood the imphcations of the bargain—
else Kolchak would have conquered—many of them as
mdividuals, and especially the kulaks, resented this
requsition of gram just as 1n every capitalist country
throughout the war the farmers and peasants resented
any mterference with the;famne prices brought about
by the operation of increased demand. The consequence
of this was that for three years throughout the whole of
Russia there was no buying and seling. Gramn was
grown and reaped, and the whole of the surplus was
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taken by the State for distribution as rations amongst
the army, the mumtion workers, and the rest of the
population

There was a war The result was—Military Commun-
1sm -
Polncal necessity was the second factor The first,
effect of the Bolshevik Revolution had been almost
complete sabotage on the part of all the professional
classes and the technically skilled strata of the muddle
class In the numerous memoirs published in Britain and
America, it 15 on record that for two weeks, for two
months, for six months, for exght months after November
1917, hardly anyone 1 the intellectual circles of Russia
believed that the Bolshevik Government would last for
more than a couple of days Many of the dmigres
western Europe continued to hold that wiew of the
mmpending collapse of Bolshevism for at least another
ten years A behef of this kind 15 the mamspring of
sabotage This sabotage had to be broken down

In the case of the small businesses of merchants and
traders and mnor manufacturers, whose houses and
premuses were centres of counter-revolutionary actwity,
political necessity demanded their expropnation Thus
the Soviet Government, by the need of striking down
these adversaries, was compelled to nationalise on a large
scale Not that the necessity was displeasing to them
The result was that, under the pressure of political and
military necessity, enterprises were nationalised to an
extent considerably beyond what had been contemplated
by the Soviet Government when drawing up 1ts pro-
gramme of work 1n the spring of 1918, Simular necessies
have occurred 1n the case of other civil wars As 1n the
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cvil wars of the seventeenth century in England, and 1
the cvil war that began m Spain 1n 1936, the property
of opponents was confiscated or nationalised In the case
of Russia, this immediate military necessity chimed with
the ultimate aums of the revolution Therefore, even when
the pressure of military necessity began to be relaxed, a
farge proportion of the Communist Party were 1n favour
of continuing the method of Military Commurusm

« The resulting situation that confronted the Bolsheviks
i the spring of 1921 1s dealt with m"the next chapter,
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CHAPTER IV

RESTORATION

I THE NEW ECONOMIC POLICY

IN THE SPRING OF 1921, the civil war 1n the main
was over. The devastation had been ternfic The means
of production had been destroyed Over five mllion
men had been withdrawn from production into the Red
Army The necessary policy of Military Commurusm
had secured the mmmumum needs of the population, but
at the cost of a dimmushing return of agriculture
Economcally, Russia appeared to be rumed Total
production had sunk to one-fifth of the pre-war level
both 1 industry and agriculture
The Tenth Congress of the Party, convened n the
spring of 1921, had to meet this situation and find a
solution The Congress Was preceded by 2 prolonged
, discussion, m which various false solutions were put
forward by Trotsky, Bucharm, and others The discussion
became an mner Party struggle, i which Lenn, Stalin,
and the maydnty of the Central Commttee eventually
defeated the platforms of Bucharin and Trotsky. Lemun’s
proposals, adopted by the Congress, were for a radical
turn—which was to receive the name of the New
Economuc Policy Briefly put, thus policy abolished War
Communism, restored to the peasants the nght to sell
therr products on the open market, and thus enabled the
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petty-bourgeosie to start business The peasant had to
pay a tax mn hind Ths once paid, he was free to dispose
of the remamder of his grain or other produce At the
same time every effort was made, through all kinds of
co-operative sociehies, to accustom the peasants to
collective woik The small capitalist was once agam
allowed to carry on his busmess, but with a stunulated
competition from Consumers’ Co-opetative Societies and
State enterprises .

In this plan for the restoration of agnculture and
mdustry the Dictatorstup of the Proletariat retaned the
following mam positions (1) The'nationalised land,
(2) Banking and the monopoly of foreign trade; (3)
Heavy mdustry, (4) The railways as well as the Red
Army, Red Fleet, etc On these there was no question of
retreat For the rest, it was a-strategic retreat on the
econormuc front 1 order to prepare for a subsequent
advance This advance would be slower but sho:ter,
said Lenin 1t would proceed with a greater mass of the
whole population and finally would develop at’a pace
undreamt of

Following on this revwval of’ private, wmall capitalist
production, of buymig and sellng, there revived wath 1t
all the apparatus of petty trading and some of the appa-
ratus of wholesale trading Enterprises and shops opened
once more on a profit-making basis Everything had to
be subruitted to the commeraal, test Accordingly, this
meant a progressive denationalisation not merely of small
factories but of some of the larger works, and even of
branch Lines on the railways, The ordinary business,test
—“Will 1t pay? "—had to be applied almost every-
where, Finally, the re-estabhishment of the credit and
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financial system had to be tackled, the rouble had to be
established, the State budget balanced by other means
than the emussion of paper money The Soviet State had
to retreat very far, to contract the area of 1ts operations,
to leave a wide field for profit-making and private
enterprise '

With 1ll-concealed delight, the capitahist Governments
of Europe beheld what they imagined was the restora-
ton of capitalism n Sowviet Russia It proved, they
thought, what they had always mantamed-—that
Socialism was 1mpossible, not 1 one country, but 1n any
country at any ttme They thought 1t would do no harm
to hasten the process and to use every method of com-
pulsion upon the Bolsheviks Accordingly, when 1n the
summer of 1921 there tock place a recurrence on the
Volga of one of those dreadful farmnes which had
periodically recurred in Tsarist imes and were bamshed
for ever by the subsequent Socialist development, Lloyd
George and others made very notable speeches offering
humamtarian assistance to the famine-stricken rullions
on the Volga But it turned out that only the organsa-
tions headed by Nansen and the Quakers of Britain and
America actually gave any assistance, for the Govern-
ments had stipulated the complete restoration of
capitalism in the former territories of the Tsar as the
ptice of their assistance to the starving.

Sull under the illusion that the Bolsheviks had seen the
error of their ways and were reluctandy “ advancing ”
towards capitalism, the capitalist Powers abandoned the
boycott of Soviet Russia and invated the Russian Sociahist
Federated Soviet Republic to participate in the Con-
ference of Genoa held 1n the spring of 1922 There 1t
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was coolly proposed that capitalism should be com-
pletely restored. They were disillusioned: and both at
Genoa and at the Lausanne Conference of autumn 1922
on the question of Turkey and the Straits, the growing
power of the R.S F S.R, had to be recognised.

Actually, of course, there was a very clear perspec-
tive before the Bolshevik Party—through a period of the
New Economic Policy to advance to Socialist Russia
This was clearly envisaged and stated by Lenin in the
last periods of hus activaty § 1t was clearly envisaged and
stated by Staln, on whose shoulders from 1922 onward
fell the main burden of carrying through the Bolshevik
programme.

2. THE U.§8.8.R.

At the end of 1922 it was agreed to gather the various
Socialist Soviet Republics into a union, The Constitution
of the new Uruon of Socialist Soviet Republics was finally
ratified by the Congress of Soviets at the opening of 1924.
The Union of Socialist Soviet Republics consisted, to
begin with, of four umts~—the Russian Socialist Federated
Soviet Republic, the Ukraiman S.S.R., the Byelorussian
S.S R. and Trans-Caucasian S,F.S.R.; in 1925, Uzbe-
kistan and Turkmenistan entered the Union, and, four
years later, Tadpkistan,

The formation of the Soviet Umon was 2 fact of the
greatest signuficance. It was the expression of the national
policy of the Bolsheviks, The care of this cornerstone of
Bolshevik policy had been entrusted in 1917 to Stahn,
who became the Comnussar of Nationalities in the
Council of People’s Comnussars,

Staln before the war had devoted particular attention
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and study to the national and colomal question, to the
slogan of *“ the nght of self-determination of the peoples ”
On the basis of Marx’s teachungs, the International
Socialist Congress of 1896 had made the nght of self-
determunation an integral part of Socialist policy But the
elaboration of this principle over a period of forty years,
and 1ts practical application, was the work of Lenin and
Stalin At the famous 1go2 Congress there was already a
struggle over thus question 1 the programme Both the
opportumists and the sectanan  Leftsts ¥ fought
against this Socialist principle In one way or another
the struggle was continued right up to the war In the
years of reaction and of revival, both Lenin and Stalin
wrote extensively on this question, carrymng on a struggle
aganst opponents within the ranks of the Russian
Social-Democratic Labour Party, and, withun the Second
International, against Rosa Luxembourg The war made
ita bummé question, The revolution made 1t possible to
solve this burming question 1n a Bolshevik manner The
culmnation of five years of Stahn’s work, carried on
amud a hundred other activities, was the formation of the
Union of Socialist Soviet Republics.

The Bolshevik leadership of Stahn, already tested for
nearly twenty-five years 1n the struggle against Tsardom,
in the internal Party struggle, in the msurrection and 1n
the evil war, had now to go through the prolonged
ordeal of a renewed period of Party struggle Lemn,
whose 1illness, caused by the bullets of the assassin
Kaplan, began to develop 1n 1921, had become worse 1n
health i 1922, and then, after a short period of recovery,
had entered his last sickness 1n the spring of 1923
Duning this last illness, the struggle which Trotsky and
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others had carried on up to 1917 outside the ranks of the
Bolsheviks, and from 1917 onwards inside the ranks of
the Bolshevik Party aganst the lne of Lenin and the
majonity of the Central Commuttee, now broke out
afresh, With the content and meaning of this struggle we
deal in the next chapter. For long, discussions raged
within the Party, From autumn 1923 for a year and a
half the discussion lasted, at the end of which tume the
Trotskyist opposition was defeated Within a few months,
Trotsky had formed a bloc with Zinoviev and Kamenev
and resumed the struggle , so that, with hardly any wter-
mission, the struggle went on during the whole period up
ull 1927. At the end of 1927 the remoteness of Trotsky
from a Bolshevik policy, and the factional measures
taken against the Party, including the atternpt to launch
an anti-Soviet demonstration on the tenth-year anm-
versary of the Revolution, led to hus exclusion from the
Party, followed at the end of 1928 by hus exclusion from
+the Soviet Union as an element alien to Socialism and to
the working class |
During these years, in spite of this opposiion within
the Party, the work of restoration went steadily on. By
the end of 1927—the tenth anniversary of the Revolution
~-not only had the work of economuc restoration been.
completed, but the economy of the country was already
i 1ts level of production, well above the pre-war stage.
It should be remembered that, as late as 1929, British'
economy was still below the pre-war level, Such progress:
m the U.S.SR. had been made that as regards the
material conditions of the working class the tenth anm-
versary of the Revolution saw the proclamation of the
seven-hour day.
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On the international field i thus period there may be
singled out three features which show the development
of the Russian Revolution The first, the development of
the Commurust International, falls outside the lumt of
this short history The second 15 the assistance given by
the masses of workers and peasants in the Soviet Union
to the strike struggle of the British workers in ‘1926
Dunng the prolonged seven-months’ miners’ strike, the
largest single trade umon strike of such duration m
working-class history anywhere, the solidanity of the
workers in other countnes, was expressed by the help
they were able to send By collections, the Russtan masses
sent over one mulhon pounds sterhng to help the starving
runers of Britam Tlurd, i relations with capitahst
Goverpments, the most sigmificant feature was the entry
mto the Disarmament Commussion which, set up at the
time of the Versailles Treaty, began its work in 1927 The
Commussar for Foreign Affairs, Maxum Litvinov, in the
interests of peace proposed complete 1mmediate and
total disarmament The proposal was rejected Later, he
proposed partial disarmament The proposal was re-
Jected, Later still, when President Hoover proposed a
substantial cut in armaments, the Soviet Umon sup-
ported this, and, when the Americans themselves did not
vote for this proposal, the Soviet Umion brought 1t
forward. Agamn 1t was rejected.

It was from this time onwards that throughout the
world 1t began to be realised that the Power which to the
greatest extent was purswing the policy of peace was the
Sowiet Union, When Japan and Germany left the League
of Natons 1 1933, the Soviet Union entered; and 1ts
entry under these conditions sufficed to transform the
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League from a Council of victor States for enforcing the
Versailles Treaties into an instrument which could be an
obstacle to the aims of the warmongers.
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CHAPTER V

THE SOCIALIST’OFFENSIVE

I SOCJALIST INDUSTRIALISATION

By tie TENTH ANNIVERSARY of the Revolution
the restoration of industry was completed, and made
possible the advance to lugher levels both 1n economic
forms and 1n production. Only the very first steps had
been taken so far 1 the direction of Socialist reconstruc-
tn. The US SR was still an agranan country, still an
ocean of agriculture with islands of industry, still back-
ward and partly medieval 1n 1ts technique

Of pre-revolutionary Russia Lenin had said that 1t was
“ equipped with modern implements of production one-~
fourth that of Great Britain » Ten years ago, in 1925-8,
the U.S.SR. was mn these respects not far advanced
upon Tsarist Russia. To make such a country Socialist,
not only 1n its direction (that had been the case since
1917), but in 1ts social-economuc forms, was a formudable
task The problem of bulding Socialism m the USSR
depended in the first place upon the creation of a modern
large-scale machine-industry, capable of producing the
means of production. Without this as the foundation,
there could be no transformation of N.E P. Russia into
Socralsst Russia, How long would 1t take ? With what
means would it be carried through? With what re-
sources ? Agamst what reustance ? What class forces had
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to be taken into account? Already some prelumnary
answers had been formed to these and other such ques-
tions with the growth and extension of planning since the
Civil War, notably 1 the Goelro (electrification plan of
1920) and 1n the subsequent annual control figures. But
now the answer was @ be gven mn a fuller way. By
1927-8 restoration was complete The time was at last
npe for further advance. Accordingly, the next year
there began the Socialist’offensive. This took the form
of the famous * Pyatiletka,” or Five-Year Plan. When
the plan was announced by which the productive capa-
aty of the Soviet Unuon, under Socialist economue forms,
was to be more than doubled in five years, 1t was
regarded throughout Europe and America as a fantastic
dream. Solemn articles were written proving that the
Five-Year Plan was econonucally and from every point
of view 1mpossible. Serious doubts were expressed of the
samity of the leaders of the Bolshevik Party

The plan had been drawn up in two vanant forms,
The second, or opumum, vanant had been proposed
only if certan exceptionally favourable conditions were
present As 1t turned out, none of these conditions was
present 1 the years rgeg and onwards. On the contrary,
particularly unfavourable condiuons existed. Neverthe-
Jess, not only did the Soviet Congress adopt the optumum
variant, but the masses of the Soviet Union, mihons
working to a single end, also adopted it It meant
privation ; 1t meant tghterung the belt; but the masses
themselves had willed 1t and were determined to see 1t
through. An immense fire of enthusiasm swept through
the country. Everywhere was seen the slogan, “ The
Fwe-Year Plan in four years ! * The slogan became an
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urresistible mass force. By the end of 1932, i four and 2
quarter years from its start, the “ impossible,” * absurd,”
“ fantastic ” Five-Year Plan had been completed, had
become reality

The plan had been fulfilled as a whole, but there were
revealed weaknesses and unexpected strengths In the
first Five-Year Plan, steel, transport, and labour produc-
tiity dud not fulfil expectations But there were three
aspects where the achievements far outran expectation
The first was inemployment, the second was the new
metallurgical base 1n Siberia and the Urals; the third,
as will be seen later, was the collectiisation of the
countryside

With the survival of capitalist economuc forms in the
period up to the Five-Year Plan, there had also been the
survival of unemployment, though on nothing hke the
scale of cépnahst countries It was contemplated under
the first Five-Year Plan that unemployment would be
greatly reduced. What was ‘unexpected for the Sowiet
Government, and astounding to the rest of the world,
was the complete abohtion of unemployment by the
summer of 1930, It was the more astounding because
the tidings of a Land Without Unemployment began to
be told to the workers throughout the world at the very
time when 1n the other countries the greatest onset of
unemployment n history was ravaging homes and
spreading starvaton. Cinsis and decline of capitalst -
dustry had comncided with the rise of Sociabst industry
The contrast was starthng, If we take the output of
mdustry in capitabst co{ ies m 1028 and 1932,
measure 1t by an index number, giving'ats volume, we
have the following result,
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1928 1932
Great Bnitain 100 88
France . 100 %76
Germany _ 100 61
USA 100 58
USSR, 100 233

If we take 1n this same penod the capitalist world and
compare 1t wath 1its hustoric rival, the nascent world of
Socialism, the index numbers showed a recession from
100 to 67 for caprtalist countries, an advance from 100
to 233 for Socialism

For many years the only Russian metallurgical base—
that 1s, heavy industry, coal, 1ron and steel, chemicals—
had been in the Don Basin Before the end of the first
Five-Year Plan there had been constructed a second
metallurgical base, the famoéus Ural-Kuznetsk Com-
binat, 1 which the nich wron-ores of Magmutogorsk were
combined with the coal of Kuznetsk Basin in Sibenia
All along the Trans-Siberian Railway for a thousand
miles, what had previously been untilled or sparsely
cultivated land was now to become a hve of industry,
and especially heavy mdustry Thus second metallurgical
base, begun 1 the first Five-Year Plan, sigmfied a
tremendous ncrease m the material well-bemng of the
people as well as 1n the defensive capaaty of the Soviet -
Union Now, together with all the other supplements to
the Five-Year Plan of which 1t was the type, the metal-
lurgical base and the machine-bulding sigmfied that
the US S.R. had become a land of heavy industry,
transformed from an agranan mto an mdustral country
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The economic basns' for Socialsm had been well and
truly lad

2, OBSTACLES AND STRUGGLE

Thas first Five-Year Plan was only carnied through 1n
the face of a stuff Party struggle and 1n face of attempts
at wrecking, The attempts at wrecking were at first
orgamsed from outside by former Russian capitalists and
counter-revolutionaries acting in conjunction with foreign
Governments There were technicians who devoted their
skill, not to bullding up, but to tearing down, not to
plannming, but to wrecking of plans In 1928 occurred
the Schacht1 trial of wreckers, in 1930, the tral of
the so-called “ Industrial Party  headed by Professor
Ramzin, 1 1931, the Menshevik tnal in which Suchanov
was perhaps the most prominent figure In 1933 there
was the tnial of the Metro-Vickers engineers—which,
because 1t included amongst those accused and found
guilty a number of Englishmen, was made the subject of
diplomatic exchanges between the British and Sowiet
Governments, Throughout, the Socialist offensive was
accompanied by a counter-offensive from the encircling
capitahst countries, .

The resistance on the part of the © Lefts,” headed by
Trotsky, had begun earlier and had developed, in the
allance with Zinoviev and Kamenev, 1nto an extremely
bitter conflict during 1926-7. The Leftst standpoint took
a vanety of forms, but the essence of 1t lay i the Trot-
skyist slogan that 1t was * impossible to bwld Sociahsm
1n one country.” This had 1ts roots back 1n the old 1905
standpomt, n what Lenin had described as “the
absurdly * Left* theory of permanent revolution.”
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How did Trotsky himself place this question ? In the
preface to hus book entitled The Year rgos, he says

“ It was during the interval between January gth
and the general strike of October 1905 that the views
on the character of the revolutionary development of
Russta, which came to be known as the theory of the
¢ permanent revolution,” gradually crystallised in the
author’s mind This somewhat complicated term
represented a rather sumple 1dea, though the imme-
diate objectives of the Russian Revolution were bour-
geots mn nature, the revolution, upon achieving its
objectives, would not stop there The revolution would
not be able to solve 1ts immedsate bourgeois problerms
except by plaang the proletanat m power And the
latter, upon assurning power, would not be able to
Lumut itself to the bourgeois framework of the revolu-
tion On the contrary, precisely in order to secure 1ts
victory the proletanan vanguard would be forced n
the very early stages of its rule to make deep inroads,
not only mto feudal property, but mto capitahst pro-
perty as well In this the proletanat will come nto
hostile collision not only with the bourgeois groupings
which supported the proletariat during the first stages
of revolutionary struggle, but also with the broad masses
of the peasants who were mstrumental in bringing 1t
mto power The contradictions in the situation of the
workers’ Governmgent 1n a backward country with an
overwhelming majonity of peasants can be solved only
on an international scale, on the arena of the world
proletarian revolution

In reply to this, Stahin had only to compare Lemn’s
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expressed views for the chasm to become apparent
between Lenin’s theory of the dictatorshup and Trotsky’s
theory of “ permanent revolution

“ Lenm,” wrote Stalin, “ speaks of the alliance of
the proletanat and the toiling strata of the peasantry
as the foundation of the dictatorship of the proletariat
In Trotsky we find the ¢ hostile collision’ * of the pro-
letannan vanguard’® with ©the broad masses of the
peasants ’

“ Lenun speaks of the leadership of the torling and
exploited masses by the proletariat In Trotsky we find
¢ contradictions 1m the situation of the workers’ Govern-
ment 1 a backward country ‘with an overwhelming
majority of peasants’

‘ According to Lenin, the revolution draws its forces
chiefly from among the workers and peasants of Russia
iself According to Trotsky, the necessary forces can
be found only ‘ on the arena of the world proletanan
revolution’

 But what is to happen 1if the world revolution 1s
fated to arrive with some delay ? Is there any ray of
hope for our revolution ? Comrade Trotsky does not
adnut any ray of hope, for ¢ the contradictions 1n tlle
situation of the workers’ Government . can be
solved only,.  on the arena of the world proletarian
revolution,’ According to this, there 1s but one prospect
left for our revolutton to vegetate n its own con-
tradictions and decay to 1ts roots while waiting for the
world revolution v

“ What 1s the dictatorshup of the proletanat, accords
ing to Lenin ?
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“The dictatorship of the proletaniat 15 the power
wiuch relies on the alliance between the proletanat and
the torhng masses of the peasantry for ¢ the complete
overthrow of capital’ and * the final establishment
and consolidation of Socialism *

“ What s the dictatorshup of the proletariat, accord-
mg to Trotsky ?

“ The dictatorship of the proletanat 1s a power
which enters ‘into hostile collision with the
broad masses of the peasants * and seeks the solution
of1ts ¢ contradictions * merely ¢ on the arena of the world
proletanan revolution’

“ In what respect does ths ¢ theory of the permanent
revolution’ differ from the well-known theory of

* Menshevism which repudiates the concept. dictator-
ship of the proletanat ? .
“ In substance there is no difference.”?
i
During this long discussion—and also since—several
attempts were made by Trotskyists to show that Lenin
could not possibly have meant what he said when 1n
1915 he had wrtten, ‘

“Uneven economuc and political development 1s
an absolute law of capitalism Hence the victory of
Socialism 1s possible first m a few or evenn one smgle
capxtahst country taken separately ” o

To-day, with the victory of Socialism i the US S.R,
these Trotskyist writings extubit the same effect of
msamty as 1s conveyed by the  proofs * of the Narod-

1 Stalm, The October Revolutron, pp 102-3, Co-op Publshers,
Moscow
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mki {(see Vol. I. Ch. I} that Russia would not pass through
the stage of capitalism

When the Party referendum was taken mn 1927, after
years of prolonged and exhaustive discussion, Trotsky
and has adberents received 4,000 votes If absten-
tions, etc, be taken nto account, then perhaps 12,000
at the outsde sympathised one way or another
with Trotskyism. No less than 724,000 voted for the
Bolsheviks. .

Scarcely had the struggle with the Trotsky-Zinoviev
bloc finished than an opportumst Right Wing emerged,
headed by Rykov, chairman of the Counal of People’s
Commussars With lum were Bucharin and Tomsky,
general secretary of the trade umons They were against
the class struggle for the realsation of the planned
Sociabst reorgamusaton of national economy, they
thought the kulaks would grow into Socialism peacefully,
and Bucharin gave out the slogan to the kulaks, * Enrich
yourselves,” They were against the bulding up of
heavy industry, agamnst the Five-Year Plan of indus-
trialisation, for which they wished to substitute a two-
year plan of “aid to agriculture * In practice, this would
have meant the further development of the kulaks and
Jeopardising the gamns of the revolution

How strong the kulaks had grown in these last few
years was shown by thew refusal to sell grain to the
Government. ’

Anything less than the Five-Year Plan, with all the
hardship 1t inewitably entailed on the population, a
hardship willingly accepted, would have meant a victory
of the kulaks. The "atutude of the Right opportunsts
(who, 1t may be mentioned, entered into an agreemeht
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with the Left) was most fully developed by Bucharin
He presented a picture of the whole world as one mn
which capitalism was becomung organiged, m which the
class struggle within each country was likely to be
softened, and, accordingly, the tactics of the Communst
Parties would be affected This standpoint did not differ
very far from some of the Socml-Demogtats who, again,
had much the same outlook on this matter as some of the
Iiberal capitalists The difference between the stand-
pomt of the Bolsheviks and the Right Wing can be
crystallised on the international field on one sigmificant
question

It 15 part of the method of science to be able to predict,
A false prediction casts doubt on the vahdity of the
scientific premises The Rught opporturusts predicted
that sharp economic crises would be avoided 1 future
by capitalisin, and therefrom deduced that the sharpness
of the class struggle m each country would be dulled.
In practice, 1t can be seen, this represented an attempt
to demobilise the working class m its' struggle. The
mplications of this were worked out for each country
In the Soviet Union 1t 1mplied the avoiding of a sharp
class struggle with the kulaks

Stalin predicted m 1928 the comung of an economic
cnsis, and reaffirmed this in the spring of 1929, In the
spring of 1929, Stalin’s arguments destroyed theoretically
the arguments put forward by Buchann and Rykov and
the others of the Right Wing, The outbreak of the world
economuc crisis 1m October 1929 demonstrated the
correctness of Staln’s policy with the same finality as
was achieved by Galileo’s experiment from the leaning
tower of Pisa.
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3’ COLLECTIVISATION

The collectivisation of agniculture—that s, the pogling
of the means of production into a common stock so as to
form. an artel (a produciive co-operative society of a
special kind)—had begun n 1929, 1n the first year of the
first Five-Year Plan The sweep of collectivisation was
unexpected During the restoration period, up to the
end of 1927, by model collective farms as well as by co-
operative societies, progress had been made m getting
the Russian peasantry to understand the need for
collective agriculture There had been sixteen million
peasant houscholds before the revolution 1 1917, ten
years later, after the sharing out of the church land and
the big estates, there were iwenty-five mullion peasant
households Before 1917 milhons of peasants were
landless, mulbons hungered. As a consequence of
revolution the peasants had more to eat than in Tsarist
days The peasant method of agriculture remained
priumutive In many cases they were without draught
animals At the beginming of the Five-Year Plan there
were still five :mllion wooden ploughs 1n use m the
USSR Nearly half the harvest was stll reaped by
scythe and sickle, The peasants had been released from
feudal bondage, but much of thewr techmque of agn-
culture was still medieval,

The Five-Year Plan held out to the peasantry the
prospect of utlising modern agncultural techmque
Here a special role was played by the thousands of
Machine-and-Tractor Stations, which demonstrated to
the peasantry the necessity and economuc advisabihity
of changing from petty mdividual farming to collective
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farming The Five-Year Plan replaced the old bond
between the workers and the peasantry by which the
harvest was exchanged for town goods (articles or
consumption) by a mew bond, stronger and more
durable, by wiich the harvest would be exchanged for
agricultural means of production. But modern agn-
cultural means of production, tractors, ploughs, and
harvesting machines, could only be utihised effectively
and to the fullest extent by large-scale agricultural umts
This meant the coming together of the peasants in a
village, or in a number of villages, nto a single econonuc
umit m which the land would be ploughed, sown, and
reaped m common, mn which the nstruments of pro-
duction—ploughs, draught ammals, etc —would be
thrown 1nto a common pool

Lenun had already indicated that, quite apart from the
example given by the State farms and by the pioneer
collective farms of one variety or another, 1t would be
possible -through co-operation,’ 1€ through the Co-
operative Productive Societies of peasants, to buld
Sociahst forms of agriculture But the substitution for
small peasant economy, where each peasant works
separately on his dwarf plot of land, tenaciously holding
to “ hus own,” of large-scale agricultural economy had
never been voluntarly carnied through by peasants mn
the history of the world The substitution had taken
place, but 1t was not voluntary In England m the
eighteenth century comparatively large-scale farming
had been mtroduced by the expropriation of the peasant
holding and the destruction of the peasantry as a class
This path was not open Naturally, another path had
to be found—the path already indicated by Lemn,
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Slowly and gradually, up to 1928, collective farms had
been organised here and there But now, m the Five-
Year Plan, the progress quickened, and suddenly, m
the years 1929-30, there came a tidal wave of collectivisa-
tion sweeping over vast territories of the Soviet Union
and embracing, not scores, thousands, or hundreds of
thousands, but milhons of peasants

The success of collectivisation 1 this first Five-Year
Plan not only went beyond expectation but n some cases
outran discretion The difficulties caused, which were
dealt with by Stalin 1n his famous article of March 1930,
“Dizzy with Success,” and other difficulties that
accrued, were overcome m the course of the followmg
years The greatest difficulties came from the resistance
of the kulaks, who fought with the desperate resistance
of a doomed class They assassinated Sowiet officials,
carned on extensive sabotage, and orgamsed local
nisings—all of 1t tellingly set forth in Sholokhov’s Virgin
Soil But the greatest damage the kulaks inflicted on
the growing collective farm movement was when they
entered the collective farms—leaving behind them their
dead cattle Throughout the Soviet Union the kulaks
slaughtered their draught anmmals and other cattle
The reduction i total hvestock was extremely serious
In 1929 there were 34,000,000 horses 1n the USSR,
By 1933 the number had gone down to 16,600,000.

Such a figure 15 eloquent of the casualties in the bitter
class struggle that carned through collectivisation. The
most dufficult years of this reorganisation of agriculture
were 1931 and 1932, but the struggle as a whole lasted
fully five years, up to the end of 1934 The struggle 1ssued
n victory The kulaks, the last capitalist class, were
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routed * The Soviet peasantry,” said Joseph Stalmn in
hus report to the Seventeenth Congress of the CP 8 U,
" (1934), “ have put off from the shores of capitalism for
good and are sailing forward 1n alliance with the working
class towards Sociahsm ” |

¢
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CHAPTER VI

SOCIALIST SOCIETY

1. THE SECOND FIVE-YEAR PLAN
i

Tnn SECOND FI‘:IE-YB:&R PLAN, begun 1n 1933,
had to achieve results considerably greater than the first
Five-Year Plan But, just because of the success_of the
first Pyatiletka, the stll mare remarkable projects of
the second Pyatdetka did not encounter the incredulity
with which the first bad been grectcd throughout the
world.” -

The tasks of the second Five-Year Plan were set forth
as the building of classless Socialist society,, the comple-
tion of techmcal reconstruction throughout the whole of
national economy, a still more rapid improvement 1n
the standard of material well-bemng and culture of the
enure Sowiet population, with a twofold to threefold
mcrease in consumption per head, In this second plan,
the question of quality, mastery oi' the new techmque,
was particularly stressed. '

Half-way through the second F:v&Yeax Plan there
began a movement from below, which changed the
situation and enormously accelerated the speed of
Socialst construction, This was the famous Stakhanovite
movement. Stakhanov was a ner who m one shift, on
August goth, 1935, performed many times the usual
quota of work, This was achieved by careful planmng of
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work and division of labour His example was mutated
It spread to hundreds, to thousands, and then to scores
of thousands By mid-November 1935 there was held
the First All-Umon Conference of Stakhanovites, at
which Stalin pointed out that Stakhanovism enabled
them to catch sight of the honzon of Commumsm, that
hugher stage of development beyond the classless Socialist
society. It meant that the prospect was now bemng opened
of the cultural and technucal level of the working class
becorming so fugh as to elurunate the distinction, stll
existing under Socialism, between mental and manual
labour There was now m view a productive capacity at
least as far beyond capitalism as capitalist productive
capacity had exceeded that of feudalism, a prospect of
such an abundance of articles of' consumption that
society, m the phrase of Marx, would be able to inscribe
on 1ts banners the slogan. “ From each according to his
ability, to each according to his needs.”

Not only was there no longer any doubt that the
second Five-Year Plan would be fulfilled, but the
Stakhanov movement made 1t clear that it would be
considerably over-fulfilled Indeed, before the end of
1936 a whole number of branches of industry had
already fulfilled therr Five-Year Plan By the end of
March 1937, 1 the whole of industry and on the rail-
ways, the second Five-Year Plan had been fulfilled,

The second Pyatiletka eéncountered no difficulties in
the shape of any open grouping within the Party oppos-
1ng the Plan 1n general or 1n detail. But there were other
difficulties ongmating outside the Soviet Umon. The
first month of the second Pyatiletka was the month mn
which Hitler became Chancellor of Germany. The first
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year of the second Pyatiletka witnessed the burning of
the Reichstag, the epic struggle of the Bulgarian Com-
munist, George Dimitrov, 1n the frame-up tmal at
Leipzig, the withdrawal of Japan from the League of
Nations. Thus the second Five-Year Plan comcided with
the development of Fascism, with the rapidly increasing
danger of war, and finally with the Japanese-German-
Italian “ Anti-Commust Treaty ” of November 1936,
directed mainly agamnst the U.SSR

This demanded an enormous increase in the defensive
capaaity of the Soviet Umon Accordingly, at the begin-
nung of 1936, the numencal strength of the Red Army
was rased to 1,400,000, while, at the end of that year,
a separate defence indusiry was established under a
People’s Commussar

The ant1-Soviet war preparations of Japan, Germany,
and their allies, which rendered necessary additional
measures of Soviet defence, were not, of course, restricted
within the German and Japanese borders Espionage,
wrecking, and terror in the shape of individual assasuna-
tion, methods famuliarly used both by the Japanese
mihtansts and by the German Fasasts, began to be
employed within the Sowiet borders To some extent
Japanese and German spies and secret-service agents
were employed for these purposes But, hinked up with
these as part of the general wrecking, espionage, and
assassination agency, the Fascist Powers were able to
use a number of Trotskysts, some of whom, hke Trotsky,
resided abroad, while others were m the Soviet Union,
These men proved willing to turn traitor to their country
and to the cause of Socialism.

In December 1934 one of the groups carned through
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the assassination of Serger Mironovich Kirov, a member
of the Pohtical Bureau of the Central Committee of the
Commumist Party Subsequent mnvestigations revealed
that belund thefirst group of assassins was a second
group,’an orgamsation of Trotskyists headed by Zino-
viev and Kamenev Further investigations brought to
light defiite counter-revolutionary actvities of the
Rights (Bucharin-Rykov organisations) and thewr jont
_working with the Trotskyists The group of fourteen
constituting the Trotskyite-Zinovievite Terrorist Centre
-were brought to trnial 1n Moscow m August 1936, found
gulty, and executed. In Sibenia a tnal, held 1n Novem-
ber, revealed that the Kemerovo mine had been deliber-
ately wrecked and a number of mmners killed by a
subordinate group of wreckers and terrornsts A second
Moscow trial, held 1n January rg37, revealed the wader
ramafications of the conspiracy This was the trial of the
Parallel Centre, headed by Pyatakov, Radek, Sokol-
nikov, Serebriakov The volume of evidence brought
forward at this trial was sufficient to convince the most
sceptical that these men,1n conjunction with Trotsky and
with the Fascist Powers, had carned through a senes of
abominable crimes mvolving loss of Iife and wreckage on
a very considerable scale With the exceptions of Radek,
Sokolmkov, and_ two others, to whom hghter sentences
were given, these spies and trators suffered the death
penalty The same fate was meted out to Tukhachevsky
and seven other general officers who were tried 1 June
on a charge of treason In the case of Trotsky the trals
showed that opposition to the hne of Lenin for fifteen
years outside the Bolshevik Party, plus opposition to the
"line of Lemn side the Bolshevik Party for ten years, had
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in the last decade reached its finabity m the camp of
counter-revolution, as ally and tool of Fascism

2 THE STALIN CONSTITUTION ~

It was a remarkable tribute to the sohdity, calm, and
umversal support of the Soviet Government by the
masses that, durmg the very period when those mvesti-
gations and tnials were taking place, leaders of the
Soviet people should have been prepanng and publish-
g a draft of a new Constitution, which was to be the
most democratic 1n the world

At the same tume as Hitler was denouncing democracy,
and, together with Mussolini, had launched a ferocious
war of mntervention upon the democratically elected
Government of Republican Spam, the USSR was
seen by the whole world as foremost champion of
democracy agawnst Fascism.

The Constitution was elaborated by a Commission of
which Joseph Stalin was Chawrman, set up at the Seventh
Congress of Sowiets 1n February 1935 On December 5th,
1936 (now a puble hohday), the new Constitution was
ratfied by the EXtraordmary Exghth Congress of Soviets
of the USSR,

The Consutution, confirms and regsters the results
already achieved on the eve of the twentieth anmiversary
of the October Revolution Its openung articles run thus:

“Article 1 The Union of Soviet Republics 15 a
Sociabst State of workers and peasants

“ Article 2: The political foundation of the U.S S.R
15 the Soviets of Toders’ Deputies, which developed
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and grew strong as a result of the overthrow of the
power of the landlords and capitalists and the winnung
of the dictatorship of the proletariat.

. ““Arncle . All power in the U S S R. belongs to the

. toilers of town and.country as represented by the
Soviets of Toders’ Deputies ’

“Article 4: The economic foundation of the

USSR 15 the Socialist system of economy and the
.Socialist ownership of the implements and means of
production firmly established as a result of the hquda--,
tion of the capitahst system of economy, the abolition

t of private property 1n, the implements and means of
production, and the abolition of exploitation of man .
by man *

Here, then, 1s closed the last chapter of « the prehis-
toric 'stage of human society '+ pre-history ends and
hustory begins and the famous words of Engels receive
theiwr applicaton  “ It 1s only from this pomt that men,
with full consciousness, will fashion their own history,
1t 15 only from this point that the social causes set i
motion by men will have, predommantly and m con-
stantly increasing measure, the effects willed by men It
1s humawty’s leap from the realm of necessity mnto the
realm of freedom,”

94



WHAT TO READ NEXT

Tmz BEST SOURGE OF INFORMATION about the Russian
Revolution 1s the first-hand information contained mn

- the works of Lemin and Stalin Lemn’s Selected Works,
in twelve volumes, are now being published by Law-
rence & Wishart at_5s. each (with a special Left Book
Club edition at 35 44) Staln’s Lemmsm, published m
two volumes by Allen & Unwin, Volume I at 75 64,
Volume II at 125.76d, has to be supplemented {unti
the third volume appears) by sundry pamphlets contain-
g writings and speeches from the end of 1931 onwards
a bst 1s obtammable from the Workers’ Bookshops, Col-
lett’s Bookshops, etc. For a fuller understanding of the
Rusyan Revolution 1t 1s indispensable to read Marx and
Engels; for which, to begin with, procure the Handbook
of Marxism (1,088 pp), edited, by Emule Burns, and
published by Victor Gollancz Ltd. at 55, wath a special”

« Left Book Club edition at 25 64 : a ssmlar Handbook of

* Lemnssm is shortly to be published A History of the Civd
War 1s being published this year, Otherwise there 18 no
trustworthy history avaiable 1 English; for Trotsky’s
* three-decker * 15 Trotskyist propaganda mn disguse.
Pokrovsky’s Short History of Russia bas the defect of
stopping after 1905,

Of books wntten 1n England, the most authontative
1s Soviet Communssm, by Beatrice and Sidney Webb,
written from the"Fabian standpoint and now published
1n a cheap edition for the Left Book Club at 5s.:
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