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PREFACE. 

GERMANY Is the heart of Contiri~ntal Europe; and · 
influences have gone forth from ller which have 

·deeply affected every one· of her neighbours. The 
present volume traces the life of this powerful na· 
tion from the time when imperial Rome was baffied 
by her valiant Hermann down to the presenE period. 

The absorbing story begins with pictures_ of ,the 
surging5 of the nations,-the Huns, the Sclavs, the, 
Goths, the Saxons, the Franks; it tells of the throes· 
by which the heroes of old brought the great peo
ple to its independent liCe; recounts the struggles 
of the various Teutonic families among themselyes, 
and of all of them with their neighbours i and brings 
up vividly the power of an idea, as.it shows the· 
strife and perplexities arising .from the Imperial· 
spectre, as well as the dire contest that followed 
the schisnt of the Church ~d in· a short time in-· 
volved all Christendom il\ disputes touching the· 
highest interests of humanity., . · 

The reader of the story of Germany is thus'· 
!J iU 
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brought fare to face \\ 1th problems of the deepe~t 
moment, with which men of deadly carnc ... tnc~s 
were struggling through the ages, puttmg forth all 
the po\\er of thci: intellect and the force of thctr 
vigorous bodies, intensified by the deep-seated re
ligious convictions \\ l11ch they nounshed in thw 
hearts. 

The story of such a people as the Germans· could 
not fail to possess intense intcre'lt for anyone; but 
for us of another branch of the Teutonic famtly, it 
has the addttional charm that it is the hi:>tory of 
our blood-relations. On their experience we have 
butlt, and to the light of their example we look for 
guidance: in their triumphs \\e rejoice; to the 
grandeur of the genius of their poets and pro-,e 
writers, of thctr scientists and theologian'l, we look 
with pride and admiration, congratulating oursdves 
that we, too, are Teutons. We stood wtth their 
Hermann, as he said to the Roman Varus, "No 
iarther t" just as we stood with the barons before 
King John on the field of Runnymede. 

It has been the endeavour in preparing the fol
lowing pages to keep before the mind this unity of 
the Teutonic peoples, as well as to ind1catc the 
bteps by which the idea 'of Empire has progressed 
to the present German Unity. 



WILLIAM 11.1 GKk!IIAS KMl'IUlOR, 
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I. 

TilE ,FIRST CERMANS. 

(B.C. IIJ-102.) . . 
·IN .the year 113 before Christ "'as born, the inhab. 

, itarits of Northern _Italy were startled to see multi-' 
1 tudes of savage men sitting on their ·great shields, 
shooting doWn the snow slopes of the Alps upon 
them. They had fair hair, thick and long ; some had 
. shaggy red hair. !~ey were tall, strong men; their 
eyes were blue. fhey wore the heads of wolves 
and bears and oxen on their helmets, the latter 
with tb,e horns; and· others again had the wings of 
eagles spread, and fastened to their iron caps. Who 
were these? They belonged to two different races~ 
and spoke. different' languages; 'and though both 
were fair-haired, yet one set of snen was taller, 
sturdi¢r than the other. ' · ' 

.qpese invaders called themselves the Cimbri and 
Teutones. They ·had lived side by side in the Swiss 
valleya till the valleys could · no long~r support 
them, and then they burst their way over the snowy 
passes to conquer and. colonize the sunny plains of 
Italy. . ' 

·At the present day' the mountains of Switzerland 
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will not suppoat all its inhabitants. The, men go 
out as masons, and waiters, and pastry cooks, and 
clock and watchmakers, .and the girls as nurses and 
cooks. In those days they went out only in one 
way-to fight and conquer themselves new homes. • 

If you were to travel through Switzerland to-day 
you would find that in one canton French is 
spoken, hi the next German ; that in the town of 
Freiburg, French Js spoken in the lower and Ger-' 
man in the upper town. This is because two dis
tinct races live together in Switzerland now, as they 
did 113 years before Christ. The French--speaking 
people represent the Cimbri and the German..speak
ing people represent the T eutones. The \Velsh call 
themselves Cymri, which is tbe same as Cimbri.. 
They belong to the same great Keltic family. The 
Germans call themselves Deutsch, which is the same • as Teut-ones. · . 

The Romans sent armies against these warriors 
.who came down on Italy lrom the snowfields, but the 
Cimbri and Teutones defeated them. They fought · 
with desperation: starvation: was behind in their 
m~untain valleys; they must con,quer or die. They 
destroyed the villages they came ;upon, they took 
and burnt the cities, they overran the plains. They 
kilJed the horses they took, and hung their cap
tives to trees as sacrifices to Wuotan, the god of 
the air, alter whom Wednesday (Wuotans..tag) takes 
i~ name. Italy was filled 'With dismay. If the 
Cimbri and Teutones had known how to profit by 
the terror they inspired, and by their victories, they 
~ould have soo~ taken Rome ; but they turned to 
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the \Vest, and poured along ti•e beautiCul Riviera 
road into the south of what we now 'call Frane-e: · . 
This gave the Romans a little breathing time ; a 
great army was assembled, and pla~,d under the 
command, o£ their best gene~\ :&rariu's. ~.He, pur .. 
sued the wild men into Gaul, and formed .a strongly 
fortified camp on the Rhone. Thence he watched 
them. Uis soldiers were at first too much afraid 
of these great men with their animals' beads,-their 

, faces peerin"' OUt of the jaws o{ W<?ll and. beat,-to 
be trusted to meet them in battle, but. after awhile 
t.hey became accustomed to the sight. The wild 
warriors despised the Roman soldiers, and u. they 
ate up the produce of the land where they settled, ' 

·they divided, and the Cimbri went off again, like.a 
swarm of bees, back through S\\itzerland and Tyrol_ 
into Italy.· Then the Teutones also. turned to go 
back into Italy. When they did this, Marius came 
out" of his camp and ,iolloyred them. At the right 
moment he {ell on the Teutones near Aix, and in a 
trerpendous battle completely defeated them.*' 1\fa. 
rius drove the men back to their camp. .. Then, .. -
says the historian, ,.the Teutonic women rushed to 
meet them with sworas and cudgels, uttering hid
eous howls; they drove .back their flying country. 
men, upbraiding them as cowards ; they assailed 
the pursuers as enemiesr beating down the swords 
of the Roman~ with their bare hands, and· allowed 
themselves to be backed to pieces rather than yield." 

In the mean time th_e Cimbri were in the valley of 

• S... •. The Story of Rome.'' pp. 181, •82. 
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. the Adige, (oming down by Botzen and Trent into 
Italy. As the river incommoded them, they rolled 

·great rocks into it, and hewed down pines and threw 
· them across and mad., a' great dam, 50 as to enable 
· themselves to wade across. ' · 

Marius left the battle-field of Aix and came with 
~is army across the northern plains of Italy, and 
caught. the Cimbri ncar Verona. He planted his 
own men so that the blazing August sun should 
shine ln the faces of the enemy, and that the wind 
should carry the dust and sand into their eyes. 
The first ranks of the Cimbri had tied themselves 
together with ropes, .5!! as to beat as a compact mass 
upon the Romans; but this arrangement was a ran. 
ure, the dead men falling, dracged down the living. 
The Romans gained a. complete victory; and the 
poor Cimbric women, when they saw their husbands 
and brothers slain, ran themselves through with 
swords, or hung themselves to the poles or theil 

·wagons, rather than become the slaves of the con-. . ' 
qu~rors. 1 • • • 

Such ~as the end of this great invasion of Italy.· 
J t is interesting to us. because this is the very first 

. time we hear of the Teutons or Germans. . Their 
. first 'appearance was in 113, and the two great de-
feats took plac~ ln 102 before ~rist.. · 



II. 

WHAT WAS OLD GEJUIANY LIKE? 

GERMA.''\Y, you must understand, is divided into 
Upper and Lower Germany. Upper Ge~many is 
a hilly country; Lower Germany is a dead, sandy 
flat. In primeval times, when the Germans first 
colonized the country, it was covered with vast for
ests of oak and pine, and where there was much rolled 
.stpne, with birch. Out of the forests rose the moun. 
tain ranges of South or Upper Germany,like islands. 
In Lower Germany there were many bald patches 
of heathery waste, and marshy tracts strewn with 
lakes. The great rivers rolled through the valleys 
and plains, changing their courses and heaping .}IP 
piles of rubble. ' 
. The great valleys were first colonized where the 
richest pasture land was, and only little by little did 
the inhabitants thin the forest and creep up among 
the hills. 

Was it one great family of races-the German
that occupied the vast northern plains and the val
leys among the hills? That we 'cannot think, 
Over the northern plains are fo"nd strewn great 
burial mounds, containing within them passages 
made of stones set on end, and huge stones above. 

7 
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The peasants tall them Huns' graves. They are' 
not, however, the graves of Huns, but belong to an 

. unknown race which occupied the shores o[ the 
Baltic and the Northern· Sea before the Germans 
came into the land. In the South there are no 

. such graves, but there are other traces ol a peo-
• pie strange to the Germans; and these are the 
·names of rivers and mountains, such u-l'egnitz, the .. 
river ·on which Nornberg stands, and Karwendel, a 
mountain in the Bavarian highlands, and the Schar-

.· nitz pass. These point to a Sclay population, that 
is, one related to the modern Russians, and Poles, 
and Bohemians'.. But' thert is "Jnother trace of an 
earlier people in· ~ermaoy beside$ mounds and 
names. It is found in the old laws of the German 
tribes. By these laws we learn that there was .a 
race o£ serfs,-conquered · people who tilled ·the 
land,-and· th.e pure-blooded conquerors were not 
allowed to intermarry with them. • If a German did 
so, th~n he lost his rights as .a free man, ·and all his 
children were slaves. That law remains to some ex. 
tent in force still in Germany, but ·it has lost its or
iginal meaning .. Now a prince ,cannot marry out of 
the princely' families.. II he does, his wire is not re
garded as a princess, and his children .have only 
their mother's rank. · Originally this law, which 
is1 found among all the old races of Germany, was · 
passed to keep the grand Teutonic: blood pura 

"However, if you travel in Bavaria, or Baden, 
you will see that the greater. number of peasant 
men and women have hazel eyes and dark hair. 
That shows they are not pure-blooded Germans ; 



£HE EARLY TN/DES. 9 

they have flowing in their veins the blood of the 
conquered race. 

The Germans were · so called from the spears 
they carried. The name means Spear-men, but they 
called themselves Deutschen, or, as the Romans 
rendered the name, Teutones. This name comes 
from an old German word that simply means "the 
People." 0 

.un:U.JH (.;U.MAN VWELLINGo 

They were divided into a great many tribes, of 
which we must mention the principal. 

The Chatti lived in Hesse, and have never moved 
thence. The present Hessian~ are the lineal de· 
scendants of the old Chattio. 

0 

The Saxons lived in Holstein and the Angles in 
Schleswig. · J'hey have spread since the veil first 
rises on their history. The Saxons and Angles in· 
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vaded Britain, and the English, or Anglo-Saxon 
people, arc their descendants. 

South and cast of the Saxorrs lived the Suevi, or 
Swabians. They have shifted far to the south and 
Saxons now occupy their lands. To them be
lon~ed the branches of the Marcomanni, or March
men, who lived on the Rhine at first, the frontier of 

the Kelt, and also the Longobards, 
who were on the Middle Elbe. 
Later, these latter deserted their 
home and conquered the North of 
Italy, which is called after them, 
Lombardy. The Goths lived or
iginally near the sources of the 
Vistula. Akin to them were the 
Vandals and the Burgundians. 

What is remarkable is, that the 
races in the South had very differ
ent ways of living from those in 
the North. The Suevi were a war
like race. They had no ·settled 
homes, no fixed fatherland. The 

s.uoN coLoNIST wr rK land was divided among them by 
CAI'TtVK W EN D. lot _ every year, and so changed 

owners annually. One part of the people went out 
yearly to war, and the rest remained at home and 
tilled the ground. Those races which were in the 
North had, however, the land given to the great 
men, who lived on their farms, ruling their serfs' ; 
and they handed on their lands to their sons. Even 
to this day the different systems show. In West
ph~li.a, for instance, ydu 'will see fine farm-houses; 

• 
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as in England, the same in Hoistein, and the fields 
are hedged about. But in the South it is not so. 
The farm-houses are all gathered together in little 
villagesJ and you cannot see a ~edge anywhere. 

The old inhabitants of Germany were divided 

A 'GEIMAN COUNCIL. (lOMAN P!liOD.) 

into two great classes, the free and the enslaved. 
The free were divided into the greater' and lesser 
nobility, and they alone· were allowed ·to bear 
arms, 

The old German religion was very like that of 
the Norwegians. .They regarded Wotan as the 
chief of the gods. He had one eye in his fore
head, which was the sun .. He was the god o( 

the heaven, and the air, and men and .horses were 
sacrificc:d to him by being hung up in trees. The 

. German peasants still. remember him, but do 
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not ttiink.o£ him any mor~ ·as a god; They tell o( 
··a Wild Huntsman, who is heard oC a night gallop. 

ing over the forest tops, blowing his horn, with 
fire-breathing dogs going belore him, and a white 
owl fleeting on spread wings witjl eyes like moons. 

Another or their gods \\'aS Donar, whom the 
Norsemen called Thor. He is the Thunderer, and 
is armed with a hammer, whi~h he 'flings at his en
emies; but it always returns""to his hand. ·After 

: hiin the Germans call Thursday· (Thor's·day), Don.: . . ner s-tag. • 
· Among the goddesse,s were Freyja, from who!D 

we get the name or Friday (in German, Frei-tag), 
and Hertha, the goddess or the c;arth •• Another was 
variously ca\led Hulda. Bertha, or. Horsel. She 
was a kind goddess, loving children, and ·was really 
the moon: She was. represented as taking to her 
the souls or all little children who died, and nurs
ing them. These were the stars; and the moon and 

· the stars were supposed to be the gentle Hulda, 
. with her crowd of little children's souls gathered in 
heaven.about her. She was also called Nothburga, 
the · .. helper , in need:' · You shall hear how old 
heathen stories, linger on to the pres~nt day. ·In 
Tyrol there was,. in the· 14th century. a p~asanf 
girl called Nothburga, who was so good that she 

.came ta be regarded as a saint: The old tradi
t1o'ns about the goddess were still hangin·g about 
in men's minds, and they c:ame to associate them 

·with this peasant girl, who chanced to bear the 
~ name of the moon·goddess; so' when they made 

pictures of her, they represented her with a silver 
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t:rescent. Then, when they bad forgotten all about 
the goddess; they invented a story to atc:ount for 
the silver crescent in the pictures. and they told 
how S. · Nothburga bad' one day thrown up her 
sickle into the sky whilst reaping, and that there 

· it had hung. 
~ 



III. 

liOW HERMANN MET THE ROMANS. 

(A.D. 9·) 

ABOUT fifty years after the de'£ eat o£ the Cimbri 
and Teutones the Romans came a second time 
into contact with the Germans. Julius Cresar, one 
of the greatest and most famous of Roman ~en· 
erals, was governor of Gaul. The Marchmen had 
crossed the Rhine under their prince, Ariovistus, 
or, as he would be called by his own people, Ar. 
bogast, anci established themselves in Burgundy. 
Julius CiEsar drove them back over the Rhine, 
which he also crossed repeatedly i but his succes
sors, Drusus and Tiberius, were the first to subju· 
gate a portion of Germany between the Rhine and 
the Weser. 

There was a tribe called the Cherusci, occupying 
the south of what is now Hanover. Their chief, 
named Hermann, had be~n taken to Rome during 
the time of Drusus, probably as a hostage. He had 
carefully studied his Latin lessons there, but he 
never forgot the words that he had been taught at 
his mother's knee, and was always proud that he was 
a 'German. As he read history, he 1earned how the 
Romans 'had achieved their power, and he see~s 

:tS 
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to have thought that his own people ~ight accom. 
plish noble deeds if only they would . unite and 
stand as one nation before the world. 

Hermann saw that the Romans were rich and had 
colonies all over the world, but he knew that they 
were gay and pleasure-seeking, and lived to a great 
extent in cities, where e\·ery sort of dissip1tion 
abounded. As h~ looked towards his German 

C~.\1. 

woods he reflected up. 
on the difference be
tween his captors and 
the active and liberty
loving people who 
dwc:lt there in humble 
village homes, where 

·1 love bound the father 
to the mother and 
united the children to 

both, and where. as a great Roman writer said 
(casting reproach upog his own countrymen and 
women), it was not fashionable to do wrong, and 
no one smiled at vice. As he grew up these feeJ:. 
ings bf:came stronger. 

After a time IIermann returned to Germanr, and 
found the people ready to listen to his advice and 
follow his leadership. ·In the course of events the 
Romans sent a general, named Varus, to look after 
their interests and 'assert their power. He knew 
how IIermann had been educated and, little suspect
!ng the hot thoughts that were weiling -up in his 
patriotic heart, ventured to take him as his coun
sellor and guide. Hermann saw that his moment . 

• 
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"had come, and took advanta~ of this circumstanc~ 
to draw Varus and his great army into..the hilly re
gion of the l'eutoberger Forest, where he rightly 
thought that the numbers ·and the strong bodies 
of his Cellow-(Ountrymen would be more than a 
match lor the better drilled and heavily..armed ,co- . 
horts of the i"vaders: . · · ~ 

• It was the autumn or the year 9 A.D.. There 
were no roads; and Varus "'as obliged to cut down 
trees to make a ·way lor the slow march of his army· 
Almost· before he kne., it he found himself in a 
trap. To add to his dismay and confusion a great 
storm arose. The mountain torrents, swollen by the 
rain, 'overflowed their banks; and whilst the Ro. 
mans, encumbered by their baggage and by hosts of 
camp-foll<;~wers, and wearied by the toilsome way, 
passed in irregular columns through the wet marshes 

·and narrow valleys, the thunders ol the German "'at• 

cry suddenly burst upon them from all the hills 
around, and they were struck down by showers of ar. 
rows that 'Seemed. to drop from the clouds. Panic. 
stricken, and not knowing ·which way to tum. they 
halted, and were, as in a moment, SUJT.t)Unded by the 
hosts of their assailants, who were perfectly at home. 
in the most Intricate passes. · 

All day long the battle raged, and then the invad
ers tried, under cover of darkness, to throw up a 

' protecting earthwork, but they were too much worn 
to accompli!>h,anything. ~undreds were los~ .in ~he 

· morasses ; their eagles were taken from them ; they 
were entirely without provisions,· and it was plai\1 
that there was no safety but in retreat. The only 
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question was which direction they should take. 
Inch by inch they gave way, but very few escaped 
to tell the story of the fight in the terrible"German 
forests. · , 

Varus, who had marched into the treacherous 
fastnesses as if bound on a holiday excun;ion, threw 
himself on his own sword in 'despair, and when the 
news reached the great emperor, Augustus, that his 
army had been destroyed,-the army or the proudest 
people in the world, the people who were then chief 
among the nations,-he clothed himself in mourn· 
ing, let his hair and beard grow, and cried again and 
again in the bitterness of his heart, •• Varus, Varus. 

. give me back my legions!'' The capitol was stirred 
as it had been when, after" tearful Allia," the Gauls 
threatened the city, for .the people thought that 
the victorious Germans would surely march that 
way~ • Hermann had no such plans; he did not fight 
for conquest, but for freedom ; he had the fin;t vis
ion"of·a united Germany. He had won indepen
dence for his native land, and had put a stop to 
Roman conquest in one quarter of the globe. He 
had given the nations of German blood an example 
that was to bear fruit on the peaceful field of Run· 
nymede, when the English barons wrung the Magna 
Charta from King John; for it was from the region · 
in ·which Hermann fought that our ancestors came. 
and we may take pride in him and in the great statue 
erected in his honor hundreds of years after his day 
' . 

• For BOQle account of the terrible victory of the Gauls oftr the 
Romane at the river Allia, eee • The Sto'! of Rome,• pp. 101, 136. 
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by the princes o( Germany on the culminating point 
o( the Teutoberger Alps. · 

Hermann's wife 11.-as Tbusnelda, daughter of an 
old chief named Siegast, who was friendly to the 
Romans. She was renowned for her beauty as well 
as for great patriotism.. Her spirit was rather like 
that .o( her husband than that of her father, for 
Siegast bad treacherously warned Varus to be ori 

· his guard against Hermann, and when opportu~ity 
·came be even delivered up his daughter to her coun
try's enemies. The feelings 'o( the Germans was 
strong against such a man, so strong, in fact, that 
Siegast was attacked, and only found safety by flee
ing to the enemy. A few years later Thusnelda and 
her son adorned a triumphal procession in Rome. 

h may "·ell be imagined. that. 'Hermann was 
' strengthened in his hatred of R.ome by the loss of 
his wife and &on ; and wheri, five )'ears after the de
feat of Varus, another army was sent against the 
Gennans, be met it with a _strong force and effectu
ally resisted iL Once and again the attempt to con. 
quer the land failed, and at last the effort was aban
doned. ~When there \\'as no longer fear from that 
quarter Hermann suffered the fate o( many others 
who have striven to do good for their f~llow-eitizens. 
Like Camillus, Manlius, and the Graccbi among the 
Romans,· his motives ·were not understood. His 
O\\'ll people rose against him, and at the early age of 
thirty-seven be fell· by the bands o( his_ near rela. 
tions. It was reserved for a Roman historian to 
speak his praises and for after ages to raise his mop
ument. Tacitus says that it was his honour to have 

I 
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successfully met the arms of Rome in the pride of 
Its imperial power, and to have had hi!:i p::eans 
chanted in the songs of his countrymen. He be. 
came the typical War-man, the" Man of Hosts," the 
deliverer of Germany, and he was remembered by our 
O\\ n Anglo-Saxon ancestors after they had removed 
to the British Isles. Hermann and Thusnelda stand 
out as the representatives of the true love between 
husband and wffe,. for which the early Germans 
were celebrated. 

After this the Romans held possession o£ a very 
small portion of the soil , of Germany, which t~ey 
called the Tithelancl It lay between the Danube, 
the Main, and the Rhine, and was protected by a 
moat and wall, with towers at intervals. The wall 
was a mound with palisades at the top. The 
traces are still to be seen, and are called by the pea. 
ple "The Devil' s Walls." 



IV. 

' THE FIERCE· liUNS APrEAR • 

. <.ns-451.) 
.. JN fhe year 37S a great chan~e began in the posi
tiC:ns of the peoples who were settled in Germany. 
A game o£ puss-in-the-comer was played there on a 
very large scale, and with no laughter, but many 
tears, 
, ·The cause of this was the a~pearance of the 
Huns. 

The I I uns, or Calmucks, ~andering shepherd 
tribes, were natives of the North of Asia, and in
habited the vast plains between Russia and China. 
They had no houses. They lived in tents, in which 
they also stabled their horses. from being con
stantly on ho11eback their legs were crooked. They 
were short men, broad shouldered, with strong, mus
cular arms; had coarse, thick lips, straight, black,' 
wiry hair, little, round, sloe-like eyes, yellow com-· 
plexions, and sausage noses. They were filthy in 
their habits ; their horrible ugliness, their disgusting 
smell, their ferocity, the speed with which they 
moved,· their insensibility to the gentler feelings, 
made the • Goths,· with whom they first came in 
contact, b~lieve they were ha!f demons. They ate, 

24 
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drank, slept on horseback. Their no Jess hideous 
1 

\\rives and children followed them in waggons. They 
ate roots and raw meat. They seemed insensible to 
hunger, thirst, and col~ • . · 
·In the yeat 375 after Christ they crossed· the 

Volga in countless hordes, and poured down on 
Germany. The Eas~ and West Goths, unable to 
resist thtir numben and savagery, desert~d their 
hods on both sides of the Dnieper, and, crossing the 
Danube, descended into .the Roman empire "ith the 
entreaty that they might be accommodai:~ with 
lands there. 
' At last these barbarians spread ~ver Dacia, which 

has since. been called after them Hungary, where 
they were well content to ramble over the grassy 
plains that remi~ded them of their Asian steppes. 
But about the middle of the fifth century there·rose 
among them a prince of very remarkable charncter, 
called by the Romans Attila, and by the Germans 
Etz.el, but who was best pleased to be called "The 
Scourge of God.'' This man murdered his own 
broth~r, so as to unite the sovereignty of the Huns 
under himself. He is introduced in the Nibelungen 
Lied,· the great national epic poem of Germany. 
Kriemhild, the widow of Siegfried, and daughter of 
a king of· the Burgundians, was ·married to Attila. 
ller dearly loved husband, Siegfried, had been mur. 
dered treacherously by order of her brother, the. Bur. 
gundian king, Gunther, "·ho was jealous or him. 
When Kriemhild became Queen of the Huns she 
persuaded Attila to invite her brother and all his 
nobles to Buda, and, unsuspicious o!, evil, they ac-



THE BATTLE OF CHALONS. 

cepted the invitation. But the queen meditat~d 
revenge for the slaying of her dear Siegfried, and 
when her brother and the nobles were banqueting 
her g~ards fell on them. There was a furious fight, 
the palace caught fire, and Kriemhild saw her 
brother, and all those who had counselled and as
sisted in the murder, perish by sword and flame. 
After that she died herself. The story is only possi
bly founded on fact. History tells us nothing about 
this deed of reven~e. 

In the year 451 Attila broke up his camp at 
Buda and marched West, at the head of an enor
mous host of Huns. They overran the South of 
Germany, crossed the Rhine, and resolved to con
quer their way to the Atlantic. Those who could 
not escape . were either killed or had to join the 
army. But th.e Franks, the West Goths, the Bur
gundians, and the Romans united in one great host 
.under the general J\etius, and withstood the on
;-.laught of the Huns in the plai,ns of Chalons 9n the 
~am!!. The battle was furious, and ended in the 

• 
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defeat of the Huns. ~tila was forced to retire 
with the loss o( half his men, and the Western Em
pire was saved. 

Next year Attila descended into Italy, but re
trea't'ed toward his .own country and died through 
the qursting of a blood-vessel, A.D. '453. 



v. 
THE MIGRATIONS OF 'l'HE TRIBES. 

You may well imaiine that the arriyal of the 
Huns was like the introduction of a wasp into a bee
hive. It created an enormous commotion, and 
many of the Gennan rac~s changed- their habitations. 

About the middle' of the third c~ntury the numel"" 
ous German tribes had united into great confedera. 
cies. The most bnportint of. these were..-r: The 
Allemanni : 3. The Franks; 3· The Saxons; 4· The 
Goths. ~ , . , 
• I. The Allemanni were so called from the custom 

of those in the South to own land in common. To 
this day, in Switzerland and Baden, there. is much 
commoQ !and belonging to the parishes, as well as 
forest and quarry, and this goes by the name of the 
Allmend,. The Allemanni lived in the South or 
Germany, In the Black Forest, and in Gennan 
Switzerland, and 1n Wurtemberg, about the Lake of 
Constance. · 

z. The Franks occupied the banks of the Rhine 
and the f\!ain, to Narnberg .. The Ripuariari Franks 
lived on the Rhhie, the Salic Franks on the river 
Saal • . . . "' , . , ' 

3· The Saxons spread over a great part o~- North 
29 
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Germany, taking the places vacated by the Lorn
bards and the Burgundians. 

4- The Goths were divided by the Dnieper into 
the Ea!>t Goths (Ostrogoths) and the West Goths 
(Visigoths), ar,, Here the most cultured of the Ger
man peoples. They had been converted to Chris
tianity by a bishop named Ulphilas, who translated 
the Bible into old Gothic, and his translations of the 
Gospels, written in silver letters on a purple ground, 
is still preserved, and is one of the treasures of the 
library of Upsala in Sweden .... 

The appearance of the Huns in Germany created 
the utmo!>t confusion. As already said, the' Ostro
goths crossed the Danube and entered the Roman 
Empire. After awhile they made themselves mas
ters of Italy, under the famous King Theoderic. 

The Visigoths, or West Goths, descended on the 
South of Gaul, and made Toulou!>e their capital. 
The Vandals 'left their old home between the Elbe 
and Oder, invaded Spain, croshcd over to Africa, 
and formed a kingdom on the north coast, with Car
thage as their cap1tal. T.he Angles and a portion of 
the Saxons took ship in 449 for Britain, which they 
conquered. The Longobards, or Lombards, deserted 
the old watery, peaty region about the Middle Elbe 
and descended on the North of Italy. The Burgun
dians left their homes between the Oder and the 
Vbtula, and formed the Burgundian kingdom be
tween the Rhone, the Saone, and the range of the 
Jura. 

As the Germans deserted the cold, sandy plains of 
North Germany, the Sclavs from the north-east crept 
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after them, and occupied all Pomerania, Mecklen-: 
burg, and Oldenburg. 

Those German peoples who had left Germany 
settled down in their 'new countries among popula
tions more civilized than themselves, and so they 
gradually acquired their habits, and lost their own 
language and peculiar institutions, even their Ger~ 
man appearance and characters. Thus they dis
appeared, sinking into, and becoming absorbed by, 
the people they conquered, and the Burgundians, 
Goths, Vandals, and Lombards disappear com
pletely. The Franks, who had spread into Northern 
Gaul, gave to it the new name of France, but ceased 
on its soil to be Germans. · 



VI. 

CL0\'1S, KIXG OF TilE FRA.'iKS. 

(481-511.) 

THE Franks had extended themselves over the 
north o( Gaul. They had a capital at Tournay, but 
they had gained power over what we now call 
Normandy. There was none to resist them. Gov
ernment in Gaul had fallen into confusion since 
the fall o( the Roman Empire. The Salic Franks 
came (rom what is now called Lower Franconia, 
and take their name from the river Saal, which flows 
into the Main. It is a bare and not a productive 
country, and so a portion ot the Franks pushed their 
way into Belgium, and Flanders, and Normandy. I 
am using, you must understand, modern names. 
Thirty years after the battle o( Chalons the Franks 
were not united into one nation ; there were several 
tribes of their name, independent one of another. In 
the year 481 Clovis became king of the Salic Franks 
in Belgium. The French call him Clovis, the old 
Germans, Clodwig, which is the same as the modern 
German Ludwig, and the French, Louis. He was 
fifteen years old when he became king, a proud, 
cunning, ambitious man, but with some natural good 
qualities. He determined to exte!ld his power, so 
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he led his men against the Roman governor of 
Soissons, drove him out, and took the place, which 
he thenceforth made his capital. He and his people 
''ere pagans, and when they took a town they pl un
dered the churches. On one of his expeditions he 
took Rheims, and wben the spoil of the Cathedral 
was brought out and spread before the king and his 
nobles, the bishop o( the place, Remigius, came to 
Clovis, and entreated that one beautiful chalice might 
be spared from the plunder, for the service of the 
altar. Clovis replied that by their rules all the 
spoil was divided into lots, and th~n lots were drawn 
for each division. However, if the chalice came to 
him, he would return it to the bishop, who had 
written him a kind letter, full of good advice, when 
he was made, king. But as S. Remigius urged his 
request very earnestly, the king turned to his chiefs 
and asked them to grant him the goblet ove~ and 
above his proper share. All consented but one 
man, who suddenly swung his axe, and brought it 
down on the precious cup, saying, "No! I will not 
consent; all shall share alike." The king bore the 
affront without a word. The man had acted within 
his right. 

A year after Clovis held a grand parade, at which 
his nobles were to show their equipments. After 
having passed all in review, and examined their arms, 
the man came who had refused to give up the 
chalice. He was a truculent, ill-conditioned fellow, 
and his harness was rusty and dirty, and when he 
showed the king his battle-axe it was not clean. 
Then Clovis threw it down, and when the man 



(Co lum n o f MarcUJ> Aur<lou• at k owe.) 



HOW CLOJ"JS WOOEJJ. 37 

stooped to pick it up the king raised his axe and 
cleft his skull, saying, 11 Thus didst thou to the 
chalice of Rheims.'' It was an act of revenge, but 
the king was careful to act' within his right. The 
man was bound to appear at the parade with all his 
equipments in perfect order. 

Clova., heard that Gundebald, King of Burgundy 
had a niece called Clot4ild, at Geneva. Gundebatd 
had murdered her father and her brothers, who stood 
in his way to the throne. Now Clovis was a very 
crafty man, and he wanted to pick a quarrel with 
Gundebald, so as to get hold of Burgundy. So he 
resolved to marry Clothild and make her quarrel his 
own ; but be did not want to marry her if she was 
not very beautiful. So he gave his ring to a friend, 
a Roman, called Aurelian, and told him to go 
in disguise; to Geneva, and see Clothild, and if she 
were really beautiful to give her his ring and get 
hers in exchange. Aurelian dressed himself in rags, 
and went to Geneva, and knocked at her door and 
begged for food. "Clothild at once invited him in, 
and brought water, and began herself to wash his 
travel-stained feet. Whilst she was thus engaged 
Aurelian stooped and whispered into her ear, 11 Lady, 
I must speak to you in secret." Then he showed 
her the ring, and said, " Clovis, King of the Franks, 
asks for you in marriage." Clothild considered a 
moment, then drew off her own ring and gave it to 
Aurelian. "Go back," she said, "to your master, 
and tell him if he takes me he must carry me away 
as fast as he can fly, for my uncle has a friend called 
Aridius, now away, who will advise him not to give 
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' . 
me . to Clovis:' Then Aurelian hasted back to 
Soissons, and Covis sent to Gundebald and asked 
for the hand ol his niece. , Gundebald, gLid to be 
rid of her, consented that she should go. So Clo. 
thild started from Geneva., Clovis had sent a sort of 
waggon richly decorated for -clothild to travel in. 
She went in it some little way, and then became 
uneasy. She got out and aaid to the Frank lords· 
who attended her, " I pray you give me a horse and 
let us leave the waggon in the road, and ride at full 
gallop, night a~d day, till we get out of Burg1;1ndy." 

She was right. After the consent bad been given 
Aridius returned to Meu, where' Gundebald was, 
and the king told his friend what he had done. 
Then Arid ius exclaimed, ~ This is no bond of friend-

• ship, but the beginning of strife. Send troops at 
· once in pursuit and bring your ni~ce ba~ ... 

The king did so, but was too late. They came 
on the deserted waggon, but Clothild had escaped. 
The consequences were what Aridius bad predicted. 
Clovis made '\\'ar on Gundtbald and made him his 
tributary. Clothild bore a son to Clovis. She was 
a Christian, and she begged· her husband . to let the 
child be t>aptized. He consented, but the boy died 
soon after. "There," exclaimed Clovis, •• that is 
what comes of baptism." , A!ter some time she bore 
him another, and had much ado to get this one bap
tized. Soon after this boy.also fell ill, and Clovis' 
wu very angry. But when the child recovered he 
began to think that perhaps Christian baptism was 
·not as dangero~s as ,he bad supposed. Clotbild 
was a very pious woman, and she often spoke to her -
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husband about Christ, but he did not seem to pay 
mu.ch heed to her words. 

At last, in the year 496, the Allemanni,-that is, 
the Germans of the Black Forest and Switzerland, 
and the Vosges-burst into the territories of the 
Franks, and Clovis marched against them and met 

GEUlAif l'&lESTESSES FOLLOWING THE ARMY, 
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tnem in the plain of Tolbiac, now called Zulpich, 
near Cologne. He had with him Aurelian, whom 
he had made Duke of Melun. The battle was go. 
ing ill i the Franks were wavering and Clovis-was 
anxious. Then Aurelian, who rode near him, sud. 
denly exclaimed, "My lord, there is no hope for 
us now but· in the God of Queen Clothild." When 
Clovis heard this he dropped the reins, and holding 
up his hand1 to heaven cried, '' Christ Jesus, whom 
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Clothild believes in, I have called on my gods, and 
they have withdrawn from me. Help thou me!" 
Then' the tide of battle turned: the Franks recov
ered confidence and courage ; and the Allcmanni, 
beaten, and seeing their king slain, surrendered 
themselves to Clovis. 

When Clovis was on his way back he came to 
Rheims, where the old bishop, Remigius, was, who 
bad written good advice to him when he was a boy, 

GERMA!f BOOV-GUAID OP THE LATER C-UAII.S. 
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and who had asked for the chalice. The king was 
touched by the danger he had been in, and thank
ful (or the victory. His wife came. to him to 

. strengthen his good resolutions, and he resolved to 
become a Christian. We have a very interesting 
and curious account of the baptism of King Clovis, 
written by Hincmar, who was Bishop of Rheims 
some years after the death of Remigius, and who 
probably took it from an account by an eye-witness. 
" The bishop," he says, 11 went in search of the 
king at early morning to his bed-chamber, in order 
that he might communic.ate to him the truths of 
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the Gospel before his mind was occupied with secu. 
iar cares.· The 'chamberlains 'received him with 
great respect; and they went into the :chapel of S. 
Peter near the palace. When· the bi&hop, the king, 
and the queen had taken their places· on the seats 
prepared for them, the bishop began his instructions 
on the way of salvation. Meanwhile, preparations 
were being made along the road from the palace to 
the baptistery ; curtains and valuable ~tuffs were 
hung up; the houses on both sides of ~he street 
were dressed out ; the baptistery was sprinkled with 
balm_ and all kinds of perfume. The procession 
moved from the palace: the clergy led the way, 
carrying the Gospels, the cross, and the banners~ 
·and singing hymns.· Then came the bishop, lead
ing the king by the hand~ after him ~e queen i 
lastly the people. On the road the king is said to 
have asked the bish9p if that was the kingdom of 
heaven promised him. • No,' answered the prelate, 
• iJ.: is the beginning of the road to it 1' When the 
king bared his head over the baptismal water, the 
bishop thus addressed him: • Bend thy head, Sicam .. 
brian,* adore whaf thou hast burned, burn what 
thou hast adored! •" Three thousand Frankish 
men, together with women and children, were hap. 
tized the same day, . ' 

Though Clovis had joi~ed the' Christian Church 
he was but ~ poor Christian. · He led a life of war, 
and was brought under no other Christian influence 

. 

• Clovii belonged to tht tribe of Sicambr~ which wu in the Frank 
c:onfederatioa. 
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than that or his wife, and he did not think it manly 
to give ear to her be.,t advice. 

The Ripuarian Franks had their capital at Co
logne, and their king was Siegbert. Clovis sent to 
the king's son this message: 11 Your father is old, 
and lame of a leg. When he is dead I will be your 
friend, and you shall be king." That stirred up the 
young man to kill his father treacherously one day, 
as the old man was walking in a beech wood. Then 
he sent a messenger to Clovis to say that his father 
was dead, and that he would send him some o( the 
old king's treasures. But when the wicked son was 
showing the messenger of Clovis the precious things 
in the treasure-house, he came to a grttat battle
axe. 11 See," said the young man, " this was my 
father's \\ eapon." 

11 And so does it avenge its master! .. said the 
messenger, and he brought it down on the young 
man's head, and clove it. 

After that, the realm of the Ripuarian Franks fell 
to Clovis, as well as that of the Salic Franks, and 
Burgundy and a large portion of Gaul. 

He died in 511, at Paris, which he had made his 
capital ; and he left behind him a great Frank king
dom, which was divided between his £our sons. 



VII. 

THE MA.voas· or THE PALACE. 

THE successors of Oovis, called, after an earlier 
Frank king, Merovingians, were 'weak creatures. 
'They left the management of their kingdom to their 
Mayors of the falace, and only showed themselves 
to their people once a yeai', at the March parliament, 
riding on a car drawn by oxen, after an old Frank 
custom, w~aring their fair hair down to their waists, 
combed out and adorned with crowns. As they 
did nothi~g but eat and drink and enjo~ ~heinselve~ 
they went by .the name' of the sluggard kings, and 
all the real power was in the hands of the Mayor of 
the Palace for the time being. . · 

Among these mayors,, "Pepin of Heristal made 
himself conspicuous. His home wd near Spa, in 
the pretty woodland :Country about Liege. He 

·made the office hereditary in his family. His he. 
roic son, Charles Martel, or the Hammer, was still 
more famous, because he utterly routed the Arabs 
in a great battle at Tours in 7Jl, who had 'on·. 
quered Spain and the south of France, and threat. 
ened the whole of France. 
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His sons, Pepin the Short and Karlomann, sue. 
c~e~ed him, but Karlomann resigned his authority 
Jnto his brother's hands, and, tired ,of fighting, 
entered a monastery. Pepin had much to do; 'the 
Saxons, Bavarians, and Arabs were all menacing or 
revolting, and he Jlad .to fly from one part of the 
kingdom to another, defending its frontiers, and get. 
ting no help from the stupid sluggard king at Paris.· 
A~ last, impatient of the farce, he sent this question 
to the Pope: .. Who is king, he who governs or he 
who wears the crown~~ " He who governs, of 
course," answered the Pope.· '' That is myself," said 
the little man with a great will ; "so the sluggards 
shall go to sleep forever.'' and he sent the last o{ 
them, Childeric III.~ into a monaslery. Then his 
nobles put their shields together, and the little man 
was seated on a' chair, on \heir shield$, and they 
marched with him thus, shouting and raising their 
shields as high as they could, thrice, round the par. 
liament, and the.n he was anointed by S. Boniface, 
Archbishop of 1\Iainz, A.D.752. Pepin did not forget 
that he owed a debt of gratitud·e to the Pope for the 
answer he had given to his question, and ,when, 
shortly after, the Pope" sent to complain· ol the 
trouble occasioned by the Lombards, Pepin crossed 
the Alps, chastised the Lombards, took from diem 
all their territory about Rome and gave it to the 
Pope, to belong to him and to the bishops of Rome 
forever. · That was the beginning of thF Papal 
sovereignty. 11 The States of the Church/' as they 
were called, remained under the; sovereignty o( th~ 
Popes tilll871· · · 
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Pepin died in 768, and left behind him two sons, 
Charles and Karlomann. The latter died a few years 
after, and then, with the consent of the great nobles, 
Charles became sole king. 

l NVESTIT 10! OF A ll lSII UP UY A KING. 

(From a Codex io St. Omer.J 



VJIL 

mE CERMANS HEAR. THE COSPEL 

\'VHERE should you suppose that the earliest Irish 
manuscripts are to be found? Not in Ireland, but in 
Switzerland and Germany. The reason of this is 
that the Irish were the-first preachers of the Gospel 
in Germany. In the , 6th and ilh centuries a 
perfect passion ~ do missionary work fired the 
monks of Ireland. In dreams and ecstasies they 
thought they saw the barbarous Germans crying to 
them from the gloom of their sombre pine woods. 
to come over and bring them light. Then they got 
into rude boats of wicker.work covered with tanned. 
hides, and paddled, or were blown across, to Eng. 
land. . They tcaversed England and took boat 
again, and pushed up the Rhine, and Scheidt, and 
other rivers. till they found places where the people 
were all heathens, and there they established them .. 
selv~s and taught. In 590 S, Columbanus ap
peared at the court of Gun tram, King of Burgundy.· 
He came from Irelaiul, and be.established himself 
at Luxeuil, under the Jura, and when he was driven 
out he settled himself at Bobbio, in North Italy. 

· His di~ciple, S. Gall, made himself .a home in Switz. 
erland, in a forest, where be had difficulty ta hold· 
his own against the bears. He preached at Br~ 
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' . 
gent at the head oJ the' Lake of Constance, and 
threw the idols he found there into the Jake. An. 
other Irishman, called Fridolin, planted himself at 

. Seckingen, an island in the. Rhine, under the slopes 
of the Black Forest. Another, Beatus, made him. 
self a home in a cave in the face of a precipice, 
above the Lake of Thun. Another, Fintan, who 
had been carried off by pirates and taken to Bet .. 
gium, escaped from them, mounted the Rhine, and 
made Rheinau, near Schaffhausen, the place whence 
he taught the heathen. ~oilan and Ultan, two 
Irish brothers, established themselves on the Meuse.· 
,Kilian, Colman, and Totnan made \VQrzburg the· 
centre from which they taught, and there Kilian 
was martyred. -Frigidian went ,further, and died at 
Lucca. Fursey preached among the Franks at 
Lagny, a little north of Paris. - · . 

Thus it was that Christianity was brought among 
the Allemanni and the Franks. The Saxons were 

· still heathen; so were the Frisians, who occupied 
the present Holland. 

But. though Christianity was brought into the 
heart of the land, and here and there a bishopric 
was established, everything was in dic;order in those 
disturbed days, and in some places Christianity died 
out for want or a succession of missionaries ; and the 
Church was constituted according to the Celtic form, 
the rule being in the bands of abbots, and in entire 
independence of Rome. 

Then it was that S. Boniface, or, as be was called 
in his Devonshire home, Winifred, sailed from Ports· 



4 JUI>GMENT OP GOD, 

(ntle-Paplll Miual io Bamber( Lib...,.,.) 49 



50 TilE GERAMNS //EAR THF. GOSPEL. 

mouth for Germany, with a band of de\·oted men. 
He found that the Christianity there was among the 
Germans was not at all of the pattern of the Roman 
church and the Latin races. So he went to Rome 
to ask the Pope to authorize him to bring the 
German church into submission to the Papacy. 
Furnished with authority, and consecrated and 
appointed Archbishop of Mainz, and having re
ceived the name of Boniface, "Good-doer," from the 
Pope, he returned to Germany, and sent home to 
England for helpers. Many came, men and women, 
and he planted them v. here were most suitable cen· 
trcs. At Geismar, in Hesse, stood a huge old oak, 
dedicated to the god Donnar. The heathens made 
p•lgrimages to this oak, and even converted 
Christians regarded it with religious awe, and told 
wonderful stories about it, and visited it to hear 
oracles from its dark whispering branches. One 
day when there was a great assembly at this oak on 
a festival of Donnar, Boniface went boldly to the 
place, unattended by armed men, but with an a.'Ce 
in liis hands, and before all the pagan crowd began 
to hack at the tree. They drew back in dismay, 
txpecting lightning to fall and consume him. Bon. 
iface did not rest till the oak was cut down, and fell 
with a crash. Then the heathen recognized the 
powerlessness of their gods, and their faith in them 
fell with the oak. 

Boniface did not content himself with preaching. 
He said that the only way in which ,the Germans 
could be made good Christians was to civilize them i 
accordingly, he established schools and monasteries 

• where he could. The monks taught. but did not 
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teach only; they drained the morasses, felled the 
trees, ploughed the soil, sowed corn, planted fruit 
trees, and carried on various trades. Those whom 
they converted they settled in cottages round their 
monasteries, and so, in time, these settlements grew 
into towns. 

But along with much good work, Boniface had re
course to very questionable proceedings. He harried 
the Irish missionaries, bringing charges against them 
true and false, and using every effort to turn them 
out of the spheres where they had worked so well. 

When Boniface was old he went to carry the Gos
pel to the heathen Frisians. The pagans fell upon 
him and murdered him in the ye_ar 755, A.D. 



IX. 

A. MA:s' OF :\lARK. 

(76&-814-) 

WE come now to one of the greatest men or all 
timec;, Charles the Great, son of Pepin the Short, a 
man who has left his mark on history for all times. 
Charles-(called by the French Charlemagne)-was 
great in many ways, whereas most great men are 
great in one or two. He was a great warrior, a 
great political genius,.an energetic legislator, a lover 
of learning, and a lover also of his naturaL language 
and poetry at a ttme when it was the fashion to 
qesptse them. And he united, and displayed, all 
these merits in a time of general and monotonous 
barbarism, when, save in the Church, the minds 
of men were dull and barren, 

From ;&] to 813, in Germany and Western and 
Northern Europe, Charlemagne conducted thirty· 
two campaigns a~ainst the Saxons, Fri-iians, Bava
rians, Avars, Slavs, and Danes: . m Italy, five 
against the Lombards; in Spain, Corsica, and Sar
dinia, twelve again!>t the Arabs; two against the 
Greeks; and three in Gaul itselC, against the Aqui
tanians and .Bretons. In all, fifty-three expedi
tions in forty-five years, amongst whtch those he 

sz . 
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undertook against the Saxons, the Lombards, and 
the Arabs were long and difficult wars. 
. The kingdom of Charles was vast; it comprised 
nearly afl Germany, Belgium, France, Switzerland, 
and the North of Italy and of Spain. He had, in 
ruling this mighty realm, to deal with different 
natiuns, without cohesion, and to grapple with their 
va.&ious institutions and bring them into system. 

Tlfe first great undertaking of Charles was against 
the Saxons. They were still heathen, and were a 
constant source of annoyance to the Franks, for 
they made frequent inroads to pillage and destroy 
their towns and harvests. 

In thl! line of mountains whtch forms the step 
from Lower into Upper Germany, above the West
phalian plains, is one point at\\ hich the river Weser 
breaks through and flo\\ s down into the level land, 
about three miles above the town of Minden. This 
rent in the mountains is called the Westphalian 
Gate. The hills stand on each side, like red sandstone 
door-posts, and one is crowned by some crumbling
fragments o( a castle i it is called the Wittekinds
berg, and takes its name from \Vittekind, a Saxon 
~ing, who had his castle there. \Vittekind was a 
stubborn heathen, and a very determined man. In 
772 Charles convoked a great assembly at Worms, 
at which it was unanimously resolved to march 
against the Saxons and chastise them for their in. 
cursions. Charles advanced along the \Veser, 
through the gate, destroyed Wittekind's castle, 
pushed on to Paderborn, where he threw down an 
idol adored by the Saxons, and then was obliged to 
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return and hurry to Italy to fight the I.ombards, who 
had revolted. Next year he invaded Saxony again. 
lie built himself a palace at Paderborn, and sum.. 
moned the Saxon chiefs to come and do homage. 
Wittekind alone refused, and fled to Denmark. No 
sooner had Charles gone to fight the Moors in 
Spain than Wittekind returned, and the Saxons 
rose at his summons, and, bursting into Franconia, 
devastated th'e land up to the walls of Cologne. 
Charles returned and fought them in two great bat. 
ties, defeated them, erected fortresses in their midst, 
and carried off hostages. Affairs seemed to pros
per, and Charles deemed himc;elf as securely master 
of Saxony as Varus had formerly in the same 
country, and under precisely the same circumstances. 
Charles then quitted the country, leaving orders for 
a body of Saxons to join his Franks and march to
gether against the Slavs. The Saxons obeyed the 
call with a.Iacrity, and soon outnumbered the 
Franks. One day, as the army \\as crossing the 
mountains from the Weser, at a given signal the 
Saxons fell on their companions and butchered 
them. 

When the news of this disaster reached Charles 
he resolved to teach the Saxons a terrible lesson. 
Crossing the Rhine, he laid waste their country 
with fire and sword, and forced the Saxons to sub. 
mit to be' baptized, and accept Christian teachers. 
Those who refused he killed. At Verdun he had 
over four thousand of the rebels beheaded.· At 
Detmold, Wittekind led the Saxons in a furious bat-
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tle, in which neither gained the vittory. In another 
battle, on the Hase, they were completely routed. 

Then Wittekind submitted, came into the camp of 
Charles, and asked to be baptized, A little ruined 
chapel stands on the Wittekindsberg, above the 
Westphalian Gate, and there, according to tradition, 
near the overturned walls of his own castle, the 
stubborn heathen bowed the neck to receive the 
yoke of Christ. Charles' two nephews, the sons of 
Karlomann, were with Desiderius, the Lombard 
king, and Desiderius tried to force the Pope to anoint 

CHAilLEMAGNE'S SIGNATURE. 

them kings of. the Franks, to head a revolt agairt?t 
Charles. When the great king heard this he came 
over the Alps into Italy, dethroned Desiderius, and 
shut him up in a monastery. Then he crowned 
himself with the iron crown of the Lombard kings, 
which wao; said to have been made out of one of the 
nails that fastened Christ to the cross. 

Duke Thassilo of Bavaria had married a daughter 
of Desiderius, and qe refused to acknowledge the 
authority of Charles. He also stirred up the Avars 
who lived in Hungary to invade the Frankish 
realm. Charles marched againc;t Thassilo, drove 
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him out of Bavaria, subdued the Avars, and con. 
verted the country between the Ems and Raab
that is, Austria proper-into a province, \\ hich was 
called the East March, an~ formed the begin. 
ning of the East Realm (Oesterreich), or Austria. 

Charles also fought the Danes, and took from 
them the country up to the river Eider. 

When we consider what continuous fighting 
Charles had, it is a wonder to us that he had time 
to govern and make laws; but he devoted as much 
thought to arranging his realm and placing it under 
proper governors as he did to extending its fron. 
tiers. 

Charles constituted the various parts of his vast 
empire-kingdoms, duchies, and counties. He was 
himself the sovereign of all these united, but 
he managed them through counts and vice.counts. 
The frontier districts were called marches, and 
were under march.counts, or margraves. Count 
is not a German title; the German equivalent is graf, 
and the English is earl. The counties were di. 
vided into ltundreds; a hundred villages went to a 
vice-count. He had also Counts of the Palace, \\ho 
ruled over the crown estates, and send-counts 
(missi), whom he sent out yearly through the coun
try to see that his other counts did justice, and did 
not oppress the people. I£ people felt themselves 
wronged by the counts they appealed to these 
send.counts, and if the send-counts did not do them 
justice they appealed to the palatine-counts. , 

Every year Charles summoned his counts four 
times, when he could, but always once, in May, to 
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meet him in council, and discuss the grievaric:es of the 
pe~ple. As the great dukes were troublesQme, be. 
cause so powerful, Chades tried to Ci<l without them, 
and to keep the~ in check.. He gave whole princi-. 
palities to bishops, hoping that they would be sup. 
porters of him and the crown against the powerful·. 
duke~ · 

He was also very careful (or the good government 
of 1he Church. He endowed a number of mon. 
asteries to serve as schools Iqr boys and girls. 
He had also a collection of good, wholesome ser. 
mons made in GemJIIh, and sent copies about in all 
directions, requiring tliem to be read to the people 
in church.. He invited singers ·and musicians 
from Italy to come and improve the performance of . 
divine worship, and two song-schools ~ere estab
lished, one at Gall, another at Metz. His Franks, 
he complain.ed, bad nOt much. aptitude for music: 
their singing was like the howling of wild beagts, 
or the' noise made_ by the squeaking, groaning 
wheels of a baggage waggon over a stony road,, 
Charles was particularly interested in schools, and 
delighted in going into them and Ustening to the · 
.boys at their lessons. One day when he had paid 
such a visit he was" told that the noblemen's sins 
were mu!=h idler than those of tne common citizens. 
Then the·, great king grew red . in the face. and · 
frowned, and his eyes flashed. He called the young 
nobles before him 'and said in thundering tones~ 
•' You grand gentlemen! you young puppets 1 You 
puff yourselves up with the thoughts of your rank and 

· wealth, and suppose you haye no need ol letters I , I 
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tell you \hat your pretty facell and your high no. 
bility are accounted nothing by me. Beware ! be
ware! Without diligence and conscientiousness 
not one of you gets anything from me.'' 

Char:es dearly loved the grand ol(} German poems 
o£ the hcroc<;, and he had them collected and 
copied out. Alas! they have been lost. His stu
pid son, thinking them rubbish, burnt them all. 
The great king also sent to Italy for builders, and 
set them to work to·erect palaces and churches. 
His favorite palaces were at Abc and at Ingelheim. 
At the latter place he had a bridge built over th(' 
Rhine. At Aix he built the Cathedral with pillars 
taken from Roman ruins. It was quite circular, 
with a colonnade going round it ; inside, it remains 
almost unaltered to the present day. 

He was very eager to promote trade, and so far 
in advance of the times was he that he resolved to 
cut a canal so as to connect the Main with the 
Regnitz, and thus make a waterway right across 
Germany, {rom the Rhine to the Danube, and so 
connect the German Ocean with the Black Sea. 
The canal was begun, but wars interCered with its 
completion, and the work was not carried out till
the present century, by Louis I., of Bavaria. 
• Charles was a tall, grand-looking man, nearly 
seven fert high. He was so strong that he could 
take a horseshoe in his hands and snap it;. He ate 
and draok in moderation, and was grave and dig
nified in his conduct. 

In the year 800 an insurrection broke out in 
Rome against Pope Leo 111. Whilst he was riding 
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In procession his, enemies fell on him, threw him 
from his horse, and an awkward attempt was made 
to put out his eyes and to cut out h1s tongue. 
Then, bleeding and insensible, he was put in. a 
mona~tery. The Duke of Spoleto, a Frank, hear
ing of this, marched to Rome and removed the 
wounded pope to Spoleto, where he was well nursed 
<~.nd recovered his eyesight and pm~er of speech. 
Charles was very indignant \\hen he heard of the 
outrage and he left the Sr~.xons, whom he was fight
ing, and came to Italy to investigate the circum
stance. He assumed the office of judge, and the 
guilty persons were sent into pri~on in France: 
Then came Christmas Day, the Christmas of the 
la~t year in the ~ighth century of Christ. Charles 
and all his sumptuous court, the nobles and people 
of Rome, the whole clergy of Rome, were present 
at the high services of the birth of Christ. The 
Pope himself chanted the mass; the full assembly 
were wrapt in profound devotion. At the close 
the Pope rose, advanced towards Charles with a 
splendid crown in his hands, placed it upon his 
brow, and proclaimed him Ca:sar Augustus. " God 
grant life and victory to the great emperor!" 
His words were loc;t in the acclamations- of the 
soldiery, the people, and the clergy. 

Charles was taken completely by surprise. What 
the conc;equences would be to Germany and to the 
Papacy, how fatal to both, neither he nor Leo 
could see. So Charlemagne became Kmg of Italy 
and Emperor of the West-the successor of the 
Ccesars of Rome. 
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When Charles felt that ms end was approaching 
he summoned all his nobles to Aix, into the church 
he had there erected. There, on the altar, lay a 
golden crown. Charles made his son, Ludwig, or 
Louis, stand before him, ami, in the aud1cnce of his 
great men, gave him hi:t la~t exhortation · to fear 
God and to love 1}1s people as his own chlldren, to 
do right and execute justice, and to \\ alk in in
tegrity before God and man. With streaming eyes, 
Louis promised to fulfil his father's command. 
"Then," said Charles, "take this cro\\n, and place 
it on your own head, and never forget the promise 
you have made this day." 

A few months later, Charles died (814). He 
was buried robed in full impcwil raiment, ·\\ ith a 
crown on his head, the purple mantle over his 
shoulders, girded with his great sword, the book of 
the Gospels on his knees, seated on a marble throne, 
and with a pilgrim's pouch at his side. He was 
buried under the dome of the church at Aix, and 
there to this day may be seen the great stone that 
covers his tomb, with nothing engraved on it but 
Carolo Magno. In the year 1165 the tomb- was 
opened, and the body found as thus de.,cribed. 

SILVItl PIECES OF CHARLEMAGNK. 



X . 

. THE HOLY ROMAN EMI'IRE. 

BEFORE ~e go any further with the history of 
Germany it is necessary that we should get some 
dear Idea of the empire of which Charles the Great 
was constituted head when the Pope on Christmas 
Day crowned him in S. Peter's. Church at Rome • 

. The old Roman Empire, of which Augustus had, 
been the first imperial head, had fallen into decrepi
tude, and Constantine had transferred the capital ' 
from Rome to Byzantium. Since his death many · 
emperors had succeeded to the title, but none had 
been ~ble to maintain the Empire in its ancient 
integrity and splendour. 

Before Constant'ine the.Empire had been heathen, 
Rome and her princes had been enemies of the 
Church, drunk with the blood of the saints. But 
from the conversion of Constantine onward Rome 
and Christianity had formed so close an alliance 
that the names Roman and Christian had become 
almost synonymous. The emperors presided at 
councils of the Church, and protected, the faith 
with edicts and with the sword. Thus the Empire, 
which had once been the bitterest foe of the Gos
pel, now became inseparably connected with its 

6J 
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profession. The Empire became holy. and a a;pe. 
dal sanctity was thought to be attached to the 
emperor as temporal head of the great Christian 
h9dy. •• The successor or Mahomet inherited alike 
the tem}>Qral an~ th~ spiritual functions of the 
prophet. In the. Mahome.tan system, Church and 
State needed not to be united, because they had 

·never been disdnct. - Bu·t closely as the. Roman 
~ Empire and the Christian Church became united, 
one might' almost say identified, traces still re.· 
mained of the days when they had been distinct 

· and hostile bodies.\ Tbe bishop's commission was 
divine, proceeding n}either from the prince nor from 
the people. Of such an organization the emperor 
might become the patron, the protector. the exter.: 
nal rule, but he could · not strictly become the 
bead."* • 

Italy was· overrun · by the Lombards. The em• 
perors in Constantiaople became weaker, less able 
to mamtain their dignity and to protect thei~ do
minions. At last the imperial crown rested .on the 
bead of a wQman, Irene, who had raised herself to 
power by deposing and blinding her owtt son. That 
a woman should occupy the throne of Augustus was 
preposterous to the nations of the West, already 
indignant at the weakness of the· emperors in By. 
zantium. And then,.Charles seemed to the eyes 
of those in Italy the grandest and most suitable 
flgure to fill the imperial throne. The coronation 
of Charles was a revolt, a' justifiable revolt o( the 

.. 
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West against the feeble "rois fain~ants" o£ the 
East. As Pepin had been declared by the Pope . 
the true sovereign instead of the sluggard Merovin
gians, so now the Pope declared the son of Pepin 
true emperor, instead of .the sluggard Byzantines. 

Thenceforth, in the eyes of the West and of the 
Church in the \Vest, Charlemagne and his successors, 
who were crowned by the Pope, were regarded as 
the true emperors of the Christian world, the true 
successors of Augustus and Antoninus, as the' true 
temporal heads of the Holy Roman Empire. 

Not every king o( Germany was emperor, but 
only such as were crowned by the Pope. The 
Pope claimed to be the spiritual head of the 
Church, the viceroy acting for Christ in His king
dom. Before His death Christ said: "He that hath 
no sword, let him sell his garment and buy one." 
Then the disciples said to Ilim, "Lord, behold, 
here are two swords.'' And He said unto them, 
"It is enough." Upon this text a theory was 
founded that Christ gave to His Churc.h, and to the 
Pope as the spiritual head of His Church, the two 
swords o£ spirituaL and temporal power, but that, 
as it w'as inexpedient for the Pope in his spiritual 
capacity to wield the sword of temporal menace, 
be delegated it to a temporal sovereign, and that 
thus the ,Pope in sacred matters remained the 
spiritual ruler, whilst the emperor• exercised the 
delegated authority in temporal matters. The· 
Pope cut off with the sword of ·excommunication, 
and the emperor with the sword of justice~ You 
must bear thia theory well in mind, or t'j will 

.$ 
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never get a right notion of what is meant by the 
Holy Roman Empire, and if you do not lay hold of 
this you l06e the key to the history of Germany in 
the Middle Age;, 

rr. IIICRUL, TH& PATIOJI SAINT OF THE KKPJU 
&Sculptu.re ill &be Ca&bedral of Bamberg, a alb CCIItlltJ.J 



XI. 

A KI~G PIOUS BUT NARROW. 

(814-840.) 

LOUIS, the son o£ Charles the Great, resembled 
his father in size, but in that only. He was a nar
row-minded and irresolute man, giving way to his 
violent passions and then being filled with remorse ; 
a man sincerely desirous of doing what was right, but 
without self-control. He had not the genius of his 
father fo manage t:te great empire he had (ounded. 
One instance of his character will show the sort of 
man he was. Louis had a nephew, Bernard, son of 
his elder brother, Pepin, whom Charier; the Great 
had made King of Italy. He was suspicious of 
Bernard and ordered him to appear before him at 
Chalons. Pepin was dead, and Bernard was dan· 
gerous, or might be, as a rival. Bernard hesitated, 
so Louis got his wife, the Empress Irmgard, to send 
Bernard his solemn assurance that he would be 
allowed to come and go in safety. Relying on this 
promise Bernard came to court, when Louis caused 
his eyes to be t~rn out in so barbarous a manner 
that he died a few days after. That was in April, 
818. A little later the Empress Irmgard fell ill 
and died. Louis was passionately attached to her, 
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and her' death brought home to him the crime he 
had committed, and he was stung with remorse. 
Grid for what he had done never left him, and it 
made him earnest in his prayers and efforts to do 
good, so that he was given the name of " The 
Pious."' 

His next wife was Jutta, daughter of a certain 
Welf, the Count of Bavaria, a clever woman, who 
at once did all in her power to reconcile the friends 
of the murdered Bernard. Louis had three sons 
by his first wire, Irmgard. Their names were Lo. 
thair, Pepin, and Louis. By Jutta he had another, 
Charles, who was his favorite. Before Louis 
married Jutta he divided his great empire into 

, three parts, one for tach of ltis sons by Irm·
gard i .but when Charles was born, he wanted 
to make a change, an\1 divide it into four, so that 

. Charles might have a share. This made the three 
elder angry, and they rebelled against their father. 
seized him, and brought charges of witchcraft 
against their step-mother, J utta. But this out
raged the feelings or the great nobles, and the peo· 
pie murmured threateningly. Lothair was obliged 
to let his father go. In his rage, however, he took 
the town o£ Chalons, which held . to his father, 
burned it, and murdered the son and daughter of 
Duke Bernard, of Septimania, who was the adviser 
of h!s father and guardian of the little Charles. 
The poor girl was at ~chool in a convent. He fast
ened her up in a wine cask and threw her into the 
rive~ , . 

Lothair'-s brothers, Pepin and Louis, were jealous 
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of him, and they leagued against him, under the 
pretext that they could not countenance his con. 
duct to their father. Thereupon,. a new division of 
the empire was made, between Pepin, Louis, and 
Charles, to the exclusion of Lothair. 

The weak-minded emperor was thenceforth pow. 
erless. The rest of his reign was spent in \ ain en
deavors to reconcile his quarrelsome sons. After 
the death o£ Louis the Pious, \\hich took place 
in 840, war broke out between the brothers, of 
whom, fortunately, there was now one less, for 
P~pin had died. But Pepin had left a son, with the 
same name, "ho inherited his kingdom of Aqui· 
taine. Louis-called, to distingubh him from his 
father, "The German "-and Charles wanted to 
snatch Aquitaine from him, but he was supported 
by Lothair, his bther uncle. . 

A great battle was fought in S.p at' Fontenay, in 
Burgundy, between Louis and Charles, united 
against Lothair. A hundred thousand men fell, 
and Lothair was defeated. He fled to Aix, where 
he melted up the great silver tables .or Charle
magne into coin, ar1d with bribes and promises 
stirred up the Saxons to a general revolt. In view 
of this danger Charles and Louis met at the head of 
their armies near Strasburg, and made a solemn 
alliance. The words of the oath have been pre. 
served. Louis and his soldiers took it in French, 
Charles and his in German ; and this is the ei,!.rliest 
specimen we have of the French language. which 
was thus forming out of a mixture of the Gaulish, 
Latin, and German dialec.ts, which were melting up 
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and fusing in the country we now call France. 
This was in S.p. 

Next year a treaty was concluded between all 
three brothers at Verdun, by which Lothair was 
granted the imperial crown, and the Netherlands, 
the Rhine country, Burgundy, and Italy, \\-hich was 
called after him-Lotharingia. That portion of his 
kingdom which afterwards came to be held to. 
gether was called by the French Lorraine. Louis 
the German was given all Germany east of Lo· 
tharingia, and Charles, who was nicknamed 11 The 
Bald," had as his share all France west of Lotha· 
ringia. 

Thus, through the Treaty of Verdun in 843, 
Germany became an independent kingdom, and its 
history detaches itself from that of France. 



XII. 

A NEW SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT. 

As you have already heard, the North Germans 
had always been in the habit of holding lands and 
handing them on to their sons. This was not the 
case in South Germany; there, no one had as much 
land as he could put his foot on. The land was 
held to belong to the community, and was parcelled 
out every year in lots among the various house· 
holders who made up a village. This was all very 
well in a rude state of society, but it was most in .. · 
convenient after agricultute had been introduced, 
and it was modified in various ways. . 

The Frank monarchs combined the principle of 
the North German and. the South German tenure. 
They proclaimed that all the land belon3'ed to the 
crown, but the crown cave· it back to the land· 
holders on certain conditions, to have and to hold, 
from generation to ~;:eneration, so long as they ful· 
filled these conditions. These land-holders were 
the nobles,-barol. These barons, in like manner, 
parcelled up their and into farms and let the farms 
to farmers on the same condition, to h~ve and to 
hold, from gener~1 ion to generation, not to be dis· 
possessed so lorfc: as they fulfilled the conditions. 
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The conditions were · these: the farmers were 
bound to furnish so. many fighting-men, and so much 
food to the baron, and to "ork for him so many 
days in the year. The baron on his part had his 
castle, and he was bound to furnish the king with 
so many fighting-men and to administer justice on 
the land e,( his barony. He was responsible to the 
count, and the count to the king. When a baron 
died without a son, his barony fell back to the 
crown, and was given away to another. The count 
had to see that the barons administered justice i 
and the send-counts appointed by Charlemagne 
went about the country seeing that the counts did 
their duty.' This was the feudal system. Every 
man was bound by duties, and no man could call 
anything his ow.n unless he discharged his duties. 

In the south o£ Germany, the nobles did not 
like this new system at all. Welf, Count of Bavaria, 
had a son, Henry. Louis the Pious, who had mar
ried] utta; Welf's daughter, offered to give Henry 
some land on the new principle i but the old Bava. 
rian forbade his son to take it. However, J utta 
persuaded her brother to do as the emperor of. 
fered, which was that he should have and hold as 
much land as he could run a gold plough round 
whilst the emperor slept. When the old Welf 
heard that his son had done this he was so offended 
that he hid himself for the rest of his days in the 
Black J<'orest. 

You see by this feudal system no man could sell 
his property out and out: he could only sell it sub
ject to the king's consent, and subject to the duties 
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-it entailed, or pawn" what he got from· it, without' 
t;eeing himself !rom the responsibilities. 

We shall see later how, the towns were governed 
on the same prindp~e. · , · · 



XIII. 

TROUBLE COMING. 

(84()-()11.) 

THE successors of Louis the German were Charles 
the Fat, Arnulf, and Louis the Child. 

One day Charles the Great was looking from his 
window by the sea, when he saw some white sails 
on the far horizon, shimmering along like sea-gulls. 
Those who were in the room with him heard him 
sigh heavily. u Sire, what troubles you?" He 
pointed to the white sails. ''I see a coming trouble 
there," he answered. The sails belonged to the 
Northmen. After the death of Louis the Pious, 
the incursions of the Northmen became indeed a 
trouble. In France, as you know, they conquered 
and formed Normandy. They made sad havoc in 
England, and Alfred had hard battles to fight before 
he could drive them back; but there also they 
founded a kingdom in Northumbria. Charles the 
Fat was too lazy to meet and fight the No!thmen; 
he bought them off with gold. This created general 
disgust : a great assembly of the nobles and people 
was held at Tribur on the Rhine, and he was 
declared incapable of governing and was depose~. 
His brother's son, Arnulf, succeeded him. He was 

7-~ 
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a good king, very 'Courageous and active, but was 
cut off by poison alter a short reign. He was sue. 
ceeded by ,his son Louis, aged six. Under him 
Germany wen~ through many years o( suffering . 

. Th~ Magyars, or Hungarians, invaded the country 
nearly every year, ravaging it, plundering the 
churches: 'burning the towns, and butchering or 
carrying away into captivity the unhappy people. 
The Germans fought on foot with 'long two.handed 
swords, or with balls covered with spikes which were 
attached by chains or thongs to a stick, and which 
they swung about· a,d brought down on. the heads 
of their. enemies. The Hungarians were mounted 
on fleet horses and were armed with bows, so that 
the Germans could not come to close quarters with 
them. Theri the great vassal5 took advantage of 
the fact that the king was a child to enlarge their 

. own dominions and reduce 'his power. 11 \Voe to 
thee, 0 land,\vhen thy king is a child, .. said SolO. 
mon of ~ld, and Germany experienced the truth of 
his saying. One little anecdote of the times may 

·be quoted. Ulric, Count of Linzgau, was carried 
away a prisoner by the Hu.ngarians. His beautiful 
wife remained behind. She believed him to be dead . 

. Years pa~scd and she heard nothing of him. She 
refused to marry again, tiut lived quietly in her castle, 
doing good to all who were near. One day a poor 
beggar came to her door, dressed in rags, with bare 
and bleeding teet, and hair almost white. · The 

'countess at once came down to give him food, 
when, with a cry, he threw his arms round her neck 
and kissed her. The attendants rushed to interfere, 
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but he waved them away with his hand, and the 
tears ran down his brown, furrowed cheeks. u Let 
me hold her to my heart once. more. I have suffered 
blows and famine these ~any years, and had no love. 
1 am Ulric, your lord." 

The young king died in 911, before he had come 
of age to rule, and with him ended the race of 
Charlemagne in Germany. 



XIV. 

HOW HENRY THE FOWLER RULED. 

{919-936.) 

FROM the time of the death o( Louis,the Child the 
crown ceased to be in the family or the great Charles. 
The great vassals elected the king. Though ~eking
ship was not hereditary, it was usual to eJect the son 
or some near relative of the late emperor, so Jong as a 
suitable J'erson was found in tte family to hold the 

• office. Also the kings, during their lives, did what they 
could to insure'the succession to theif own families. 
By this change one great advantage was gained: 

· the Germans made sure that 'they should be governed 
by .able princes: but, on. the other hand;this great 
disadvantage came of it, that the vassals were able 

· to make th~mselves too powerful, and to rule almost 
quite independently of the emperor in their · own 
lands. The kings were obliged to bribe and favour 
the great nobles to secure them to vote for their sons, 
and so the central power of the crown was weakened 
and the unity of Germany dissolved. It must be 
rell)embered that 'the 'German 'kings claimed also to 
be kings of Italy, and, by virtue of their coronation 
by t~e popes, to be emperors of. Rome. · So they 
were crowned twice, once. at Aix-in aftertimes at ,a . 
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Frankfort, as kings of Germany-afterwards at Rome 
as emperors. So they were ever distracted from 
what should have been their chief care,-to bring 
Germany into unity and subjection,-by the craze 
that they were the descendants of the emperors of 
Rome, and by their efforts to re-establish the great 
old Empire, not now as a pagan power, but, as they 
called it, a Holy Roman E~pire. When Pope Leo 
III., on Christmas Day, 800, crowned and proclaimed 
Charles the Great as emperor, he did, without know. 
ing it, the greatest mischief he could to Germany. 
He diverted the ambitions of the kings of Germany 
for seven hundred years from their proper duties at 
home, and sent them wild-goose hunting in Italy. 

The first king who was chosen, after the death of 
Louis, was Conrad, a Frank duke. He got into 
contest with Henry, the young Duke of Saxony. 
Archbishop Hatto, of Mainz, sent Henry a present 
of a necklace {or his throat, made of twisted gold r 
formed to act like a spring, so that he coulq pass it' 
over his head and it would close tight on his throat: 
Henry put it on, and the gold shrank so tight as 
nearly to throttle him. He had never seen a spring 
coil before, and the chain had to be broken off him. 
He was very angry, and declared that the bishop 
wanted to strangle him by this ingenious artifice. 
So he entered some of the bishop's lands with an 
army , thereupon the emperor marched to protect 
the archbishop. A battle was fought and the 
Franks were defeated. Then a peace was patched 
up. Not long after Conrad died, without leaving 
any sons. On his death-bed he called to him his 
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brother Eberhard, and said: .. .My hours are num. 
bered. I know that no man is worthier to take the 
throne than my enemy, Henry of Saxony. Do not 
you think of yourself in opposition to the general 
good. We Franks have might, and strongc•t•es, and 
all that royal splendour requires; but wmcthin~ 
more than that is needed: great pru<.lencc and wis
dom, and that Henry has. When I am dead take 
him the crown and the sacred lance, the gold arm. 
lets, the sword, and the purple mantle of the old 
kings, and so make I lenry your friend. Tell him 
and the princes that my dying advice is, that he 
should succeed me." 

Directly Conrad was dead, the electors met and 
chose Henry. They sent Eberhard and' others to 
announce his election to him, and found him out 
bird-catching, \\ ith a ha\\ k on his wrist, in the Harz 
~fountains. lie was thenceforth called •• The 
Fo\\ler." lie obeyed the call of the nation without 
delay. The error he had comm1tted in rebelling 
againo;t the state he firmly resolved to atone for by 
his conduct as emperor. or lofty stature, although 
slight and youthful in form, with a handsome face, 
a clear eye, and a pleasant smile, his very appear
ance won hearts to him. Besides these personal ad
vantageo;, he was intelligent, eager for knowledge, 
and had much good sense. II is wife, Bertha,\\ as an 
excellent woman, who wove and spun, and there 
are seals remaining that represent her spinning, 
seated on her throne as an empress. 

His first idea was how to protect tne land from 
that incessant plague, the Hungarian incursions. 
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He formed his· plan, which was not liked by his 
nobles at first, because they did not understand 
what he aimed at. He bought peace of the Hun-

THJt BUIIAJIH-cALLJNG OUT THE _,ILITIA. 

(Heidelberg MSS.) 

garians for nine years by promising them a yearly 
tribute. Dut this was not through cowardice i he 
wanted to gain tim(!, During those nine years he 
occupied himself in building strong fortresses dot-

ll . 
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ted about along the frontiers, and filling them with 
munitions of .war and well-trained soldiers. These 
were called burgs, and were placed under the com
mand of counts, called burgraves. Htthcrto the 
Germans had not Jived in walled towns, and had a 
great dislike to doing so. Henry ordered that out 
of every nine freemen "ho lived on their lands, one 
~hould be always on guard in the burg, and that the 
other eight should support him. By degrees, the 
Germans on the frontier saw \\hat protection these 
burgs ga.ve them, and they gathered, about them, 
and closed walls round their collection of houses, 
and' formed the walled to\\ ns of Germany. 

When the nine years were elapsed, and Henry 
~topped the tribute, he was ready for the Hunga
rians. They sent to him as usual the tenth year 
for the money, but he threw a dead mangy dog at 
their feet, and told them that was a11 they should 
have from him and his Germans for the future. 

·The ambassadors returned '\\ith fury in their 
hearts, and the Hungarians poured over the (ron
tier in two enormous hordes. They found them
selves troubled \\ ith the strong bu"rgs, '\ hich they 
could not take, and ~ hich menanced their rear if 
they advanced. Moreover, Henry's men were full 
of confidence, for they could always fall back "ithin 
walls if they found the Hungarians too strong for 
them. Henry had a great banner painted of St. 
Michad trampling on the dragon, with winf:s of 
bi.\Zen gold, and had it carried before his army. A 
furious battle was fought near 1\Icrseburg, and 
thirty thouc;and Hungarians were killed. The re. 
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mainder fled. The terror of the Hungarians now 
equalled that with which they had formerly inspired 
the Germans. In their belief, the Angel Michael 
was the German god of victory, and they made 
golden wings like those borne by the angel on the 
banner and fastened them to their own idols, in 
hopes thereby of making them like Michael. From 
the fact that Henry had been the builder or 
founder of so many cities that grew up about his 
burgs, he got the name of Henry" the City Builder," 
as well as "the Fowler." 

Another institution of Henry's was the knight. 
hood. There were at that time a good number of 
freemen, younger brothers of those holding land, 
who hired themselves at different courts, or who 
robbed on the highways. They did not know ex
actly what to do with themselves; there were not 
then many openings for men, and they were too 
proud to serve as foot soldiers. Henry offered 
those who had been robbers a free pardon, and in
vited the rest to come and serve the empire. They 
were to be called knights,-that is, servants of the 
crown,-and he organized them into a body of 
mounted cavalry, and imposed on them certain con
ditions, which made the rank of a knjght one of 
honour. The story goes that Henry and some of 
hts nobles were discussing the pro~fs required to 
show that a soldier deserved this rank. Then 
said Henry, "First, he must not, by word or 
deed, wrong the Mother Church." 11 Nor," added 
the Count Palatine Conrad, "nor hurt the Holy 
Roman Empire." Then Berthold of Bavaria said 
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""He must not be a liar." •• Nor,'' said Hermann of 
Swabia, "have injured a weak wom.~.n." ., No, nor 
run away in battle," said Conrad or Franconia. So 
these were made the laws of knighthood, to be true 
to church and country, true in everything, gentle to 
·women. and courag.eous.. 



XV. 

, ~E HUN~A~NS BURST lN AGAIN. 

(936--973·) 

TwENTY-TWO years after the Hungarians had been 
defeated at Merseburg they once more burst. into 

·Germany. They were so numerous that they 
boasted that their horses would drink the rivers dry 
and stamp the towns to dust. They pushed up the 
Danube to where the·· river Lech joins it, and there 
turned south and followed up this river to the great 
and wealthy city of Augsburg. They had been 
disappointed oT spoiL · They had traversed Jong 
tracts of rub}>le or white limestone with willows 
sprouting between the' stones; no rich towns, only 
poor villages, few and far between. 'They were bun-' 
gry (or spoil, and they knew that Augsburg would 
furrrish abundance. Augsburg stood on the great 
trade road from Italy into the heart of Germany. 
It was .full o£ merchants who were:as wea!thy. as 
princes •. It was an old Roman town, and had, no. 
doubt, at one time been surrounded by walls. At 
'this time it had a very prudent bishop, named 

• Ulric. For some time he had suspected mischief was 
brewing, before others were aware of the danger,. 
and he persuaded the citizens to reb'uild theit walls. 

. •s 
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These were fortunately finished just, before the 
Hungarians attacked the place. As soon as Ulric 
heard that they were coming he sent to his brother; 
who was Count of Kyburg,* and to Duke ~urkhard 

HINIV 11. AND CUNIGUND BUILD CHUilCH&S. 
(FI'OIII :m lU11miDated MS. in Bamberg.) 

o( Swabia, to fly to bis aid, and they hastily came 
into the. city with their men bdore the barbarians 
appeared. There was a moat round the wall~ and 
the river Lech had been made t t) send a stream into 
it. This puzzled the Hungarians, and they ~tood 

• The family of the Count of Kyburg became extind in 1 !64, and 
their possessions passed first ilito the hands o! t"he counts of Hap!t
burg and then to the House of Austria, one of the present titles o( 

the AUitrian c:mptror being Count of Kyburg. 
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looking at the water and the w•lls beyond. Then 
their chiefs whirl~d their long '\\hips and slashed at 

· their men to drive them into the dttch, and Coree 
them through. A gi~antic:' Hungarian stood on the 
bank blowing a hom: Then. all at once, a gate was 
opened in the walls, a bridge was dropped, and out 
rushed the weavers oC Augsburg, armed '"ith pikes, 
fell on the enemy, surrounded and killed their king, 
and went back in triumph, carrying the shield of the 
king with them. Ever after, to this day, the shield 
has been preserved by the guild of the weavers. 
The II ungarians were detained outside Augsburg, 
unable to take it, and unwilling to leave it, till Otto, 
the emperor, the son of Henry, had collected an 
army and come swiftly upon them in the rear. 
Then a ~rcat battle was fought, on the loth of Au
gust, 95 S· The sun was blazing, and very hot. The 
great bare plain of rolled white limestones was glar. 
ing. The fight was a desperate one. Those in the 
city sallied out and helped the emperor. For some 
time the fate of the day was uncertain. Indeed, the 
German troops were wavering, "hen the day was 
turned by the heroism of, the gallant Conrad of 
Franconia, the brother-in-law of the emperor. But 
he who saved the fortunes of the day was himself 
slain. Unable to bear the beat of the sun, which 
made his helmet burn his bead, he took it off (or a 
moment, and at that instant an arrQw pierced his 
neck. A hundred thousand Hungarians fell; others 
plunged, mad with fear, into the river, to escape 
the pursuit of the Germans, and ~he stream swept 
them away and drowned them, and along its course 
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lor many miles, among the willows and rushes and 
'rolled stones, dead Hungarians were washed ·up in 
great numbers. Those who managed to get over 
the river were hunted in the bushes with pitch-forks 
and flails, and killed by the peasants without mercy 

·like wolves. Never again did the Hungarians ven
. ture an invasion of Germany. 

Otto I., called the Great, was the son of Henry 
the Fowler. He succeeded him in 936. He was a 
very fine man. Wittekind, an historian of the 
times, says: ·'• His demeanor was full o£ majesty. 

, His white hair waved over his shoulders. ·His eyes 
were bright and sparkling. his beard was of ex
traordinary length." 

He was crowned at Aix, wit,h great splendour, in 
the ·grand circular church Charlemagne had built. 
The gigantic crown of Charles the Great, the scep
tre, the sword, the gold-embroidere_9 mantle, and the 
sacred lance were used. This lance was supposed 
to have been that employed by the centurion to 
pierce the side of our Lord ; and it was one. of the 
things always put into the hands of the king when 
he was crowned. It is now at Vienna, in' the treas
ury of the Emperor of Austria. Otto was seated 
on the throne of Charles the Great, which was cov· 
ered with plates of golJ. Jie was anointed by: the 
Archbishop of Mainz, and the great dukes and 
princes stood about him, invested with honorary offi~ 
ces in the palace. The Duke o£ Lotharingia was his 
chamberlain, the Duke of Franconia his carver, the 
Duke of Swabia his cup-bearer, the Duke of Bava
ria his marshall, or master o£ the stables. Edith, 
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the daughter of Edmund, King of England, his wife,. 
wai crowned with· him. · \Vhen the dukes went 
home from the coronation they were pleased \\ ith 
the state, and thought to copy it, so they appointed 
counts under them to be butlers, and servers, and 
chamberlains, and marshals to them. Then those 
of the bishops who were princes' did the same, and 
made these offices hereditary in certain noble fami
lies on their lands. Our word constable means 
count of the stables, and a sheriff js a count of a 
'Shire (shire-graQ. 

If there were somr pomp and state observed by 
Otto I. there was more introduced into the court 
by his son, Otto II.,. who married Theophania, a 
Greek princess, accustomed to the elaborate cere
monial of the court at Constantinople. 'Never had 
the Germans seen any one so lovely as this beauti. 
ful princess. . She appeared among them as a 
being from arr6ther world. When she arrived, we' 
are told that tlie trappings o( her horse were eO:. 
riched with feathers and gold, her Greek dress was 
encrusted with 'jewels and embroidered over with 
pearls, and her hair was confined in a golden net. 
Yet all this sp!~ndor was outshone by the beauty of 
her featu'res and the brilliancy of her eyes. She 
.did, however, something better than introduce mere 
ceremonial She brou~ht ln a love of letters, ,and 
she polished and refined the somewhat rough and 
boorish manners of the court. Otto I. was crowned 
King ol the Lombards at Milan, and emperor at 
Rome. · 
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· ·Otto II .. arid his son; Otto III.;died aittt short • 
reigns, and with Henry 11.·. called •,• the Saint,"'a 
greatpdson of H~nri ·I.:. )h~ Saxon . dynasty! 
came to an end.: 



XVI. 

SOME TRIALS OF A KING. 

(•osJ-IIo6.) 

TuE first king or the race or the Salic Franks 
. was Conrad n: He and his son, Henry JII., were 
good sovereigns, holding the reins of government 
with a firm hand. Unhappily for Germany, the fat
ter died in the vigor o( manhood, and hts son Henry 
was proclaimed king, at the age of $ix. \Ve have 
come now to one of the saddest periods in the his
tory of Germany. 

Agnes, the empress mother, a good woman, was 
left by Henry guardian of his infant son, and regent 
during· his childhood. She had not sufficient 
strength of character for what was required of her. 

· She sought to rule ~he turbulent spirits ot the age 
by gentleness and persuasion, 

Charles the Great had made some. of the arch
bi::,hops and bishops secular princes. that is, he bad 
given them dominions over which they might reign 
like sovereigns, and be did this in the hope that 
they w9uld stand by the throne against the violent 
and ambitious· dukes. But his scheme answered 
badly. The archbishop~ of Cologne and 1\lainz 
were sovereigns, raising armies, making laws, im-
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posing taxes, exercising the power of life .and 
death. Consequently, their minds were turned as 
much, if not more, to the advancement of thetr 
power as princes than to their duties as bishops. 
Indeed, it clme to this, that they kept bishops under 
them, like curates, to do all their sacred functions, 
and devoted themselves to their secular duties as 
sovereigns. Moreover, becau~c these great bishop. 
rics and archbishoprics were principalities, the great 
nobles .... coveted them for their sons, and got the 
kings to give them to t~eir sons when they got 
ordained, just for the sake of taking them, without 
the slightest regard for their fitness for a sacred 
offic~. 

Now at this time the Archbishop of Cologne was 
a man called Anno. He was not a great ngbleman. 
Henry III. had elevated him to the archbishopric 
in the hope of attaching him to himself and his 
house, but by birth he was a member of a small 
and needy family of gentlemen. When he became 
archbishop' he was ravenous for power and wealth 
to bestow on his relations He was n~t a.bad man, 
but he was a greedy man, greedy o£ power. He 
and the Archbishop of Mainz thought that if they 
could only get hold of the young king they would 
be able to squeeze what they liked out of him .. So 
they made a plan to seize him. 

One Whitsuntide the Empress Agnes was spend. 
ing the pleasant spring weather on the island of 
Kaiserswerth in the Rhine. The trees were in their 
first leaf, and the buds were bursting. The two 
archbishops came to pay her a visit in a beautiful 
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new ship with painted and gilded bows. After they 
had dined they a~ked Henry if he would hke to see 
the boat. lie was only too deli~hted, so they took 
him to where it was moored, got him on board, and 
then, at a signal, the rope was cut, the sail was 
spread, the ro\\ crs dipped their oars, and away 
darted the ~>hip into the middle of the stream. Henry 
thou~ht that he \\a'i going to be killed or put tn 

prison, and jumped overboard, but the Margrave 
of 1\leissen, who was in the plot, jumped after him, 
and brou~ht him back into the vessel. In the 
mean time, the empress ran alon~ the beach wring
ing her hands and crying, and others shouted and 
stormed. at the treachery: but the archbishops 
did not care; they pushed up the river to Cologne, 

. and arranged that the king hhould spend half his 
time with Archbishop Anno and half with Arch
bishop Sieg-fried, o( 1\Iainz. 

The news spread like wildfire, and the whole of 
Germany was in agitation. The Archbishop of 
Cologne, who had charge of the king first, was 
obliged to bribe the great vassals right and left to 
stop their mouth'!, and this he did by making the 
young ling give them estates which belonged to 
the crown, and to the bi~>hops who rebuked _him h~ 
gave other bishoprics, to keep them quiet. 

Anno wao; a hard, stern man, and he kept Henry 
under very severe discipline. He gave him no 
amusements, held him hard at lessons, and separated 
him from young lads or his own age who might have 

, made agreeable companions. He was always cross, 
and scolding-, and Henry acquired a perfect hatred 
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of him. It was much the same with the Arch
bishop of Mainz. So the archbishop saw that he 
must put him with some one else, who was a 

lMI'EiliAI. HOU~E AT GOSLAII.. (HENRY Ul.) 

friend, and would not act against him. He 
therefore handed him over to Adalbert, Arch
bishop of Bremen. Now Adalbert was just the 
opposite sort of man to Anno. He was very fond of 
splendour, kept a 'grand court, ate and drank of the 
best, and was a thriftless, good-natured person. He 

7 . 
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·allowed Henry to do what he lik"td, spoiled him, 
let him make friends ·with worthless young noble
men, and throw about his money on any lolly, as 
he pleased. . . · 

'The consequence of this sort of bringing uP-at 
one time treated with harshness, at another with in• 
dulgence; at one time refused rational pleasures, 
then allowed every indulgence unreproved-was 
that Henry's natural good ·disposition was com .. 

• pletel~ spoiled. 1 
After he had been some years with Adalbert, 

Anno wanted to get him back again, as Adalbert 
was wasting, or allowing Henry to waste, all the rev. 
enues Q( the crQwn. Sa. another plot was formed. 
A diet-that is, a parliament-met at· Tribur, 
which was attended by ·the king, and the arch .. 
bishop, and many of the great nobles. All.at once 
the young king was surrounded, and ordered to 
dismiss Adalbert from his court or abdicate the 
throne. Henry was obliged to th~ow Archbishop 
Adalbert over. Anno was guilty now of a very 
stupid act. He forced. the young king, when he 
was only sixteen, to marry Bertha, daughter of the 

, Margrave of Susa, a plain-faced, uninteresting girl, 
whom he could not abide, and whom he treated in 
·consequence with positive unkindness at one time 
and neglect at another. :.rorrover, it increased his 
detestation of Anno, so that Anno behaved in this 
matter imprudently for his own interests.. On the 
king the effect was very bad, because, as be disliked 
his wire, he became more disorderly and subject to 
the leading_ of all sorts of persons, whereas, if he 
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had had a wife whom he loved and who was sensi
ble, he might gradually have been brought into 
better ways. But this was not all; his sons grew 
up to see their father rude and un~ind to their 
mother, and they lost 
all respect and regard 
for him. What that 
led to, you shall hear 
presently. 

No sooner was Henry 
his own master than he 
turned on those who 
had leagued with Anno 
against him-and these 
were the Saxon nobles 
-and treated them :~ 
with contumely and 
severity ; indeed, he 
drove them into insur
rection. At last, un
able to endure his treat
ment, they appealed to 
the Pope. The Pope t l--1:~------>-"-. 

at this time was Greg
ory VII., a carpenter's HENRY tv. w1Tn scEPTRE AND 

SOn, whose head had IMPERIAL GLOBE. 
\From an lllumi~ated ManubCript.) 

been turned by his ele-
vation to the Papacy, and who was puffed up with 
pride and love of power. l-Ie summoned the 
emperor to come to Rome, that he might decide 
between him and the Saxon princes. Henry laughed 
at the summons. Charles the Great .had g-one to 
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Rome ~d called the Pope before him', and tried the 
·case between him and those who had thrown him 
off his horse and tried to cut out his tongue; and 
should he, the emperor, go and be tried by the 
Bishop or Rome? He was then aged twenty-five, 

. full or pride and in the plenitude or his power. 
He at once called some of the bishops together at 
Wonns, and, urged by him, they deposed the Pope. 
This was a very thoughtless act on his part. He 
bad to do with a much cleverer man than himself, 
and Gregory was 'delighted that he had thus given 
him a handle \\here.with to humble him. Gregory 
at once pronounced excommunication against him, 
that' is,. be cut him off from the Church as com· 
pletely as i£ he were a heathen, and bade all Chris
tians hold aloof from him. He released all his sub. 
jects from their allegiance and declared him un· 
:worthy to reign. Henry only laughed at the sen
tence when he heard it, but the laugh died away 

. on his lips when he saw the effect it wrought. · He 
bad behaved so badly in Germany, had been so 
despotic, had offended so many-the powerful 
princes by his insolence, the good people by his 
disorderly liCe, and the general mass of the peo
ple by his neglect of g~od government-that they 
were glad to seize the excuse to fall away from 

. him and give themselves a better emperor. 
Henry found hi~etr deserted .by every one bpt 

his despised wife Bertha. The great vassals pro
ceeded to elect Rudolt, Duke of Swabia, who had 
married his sister, to be emperor in his place. . 
. There was nothing for it, Henry thoueht, but for . . 
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him to hasten to Italy and make his peace with the 
Pope. The winter of this year (10i6) happened to 
be colder than any within the memory of man, 
and the Rhine remained frozen over from the 
middle of November to April, 1077. It was in 
this dreadful weather, about Christmas time, that 
Henry set off secret!)', attended only by Bertha, 
his infant son, and a solitary knight. They crossed 
the Alps to the Lake of Geneva; then they trav· 
elled over the St. Bernard pass, and Bertha, whom 
neither danger nor distress could separate from 
her hu'iband, was drawn over the ice seated on an 
ox-hide, whilst the emperor scrambled among the 
rocks like a chamois-hunter. . 

The Pope was then in the castle of Canossa, sit· 
uated on a rocky spur of the Apennines. With the 
insolence of a beggar exalted to unlimited power, 
Gregory treated the humbled emperor ignomin· 
iously. lie refused to see and absolve him till he 
had undergone a degrading penance. On a dreary 
\\inter morning,\\ ith the ground deep in snow, the 
king, the heir of a line of emperors, was forced to 
lay aside every mark of royalty, was clad in the 
thin white linen dress o£ the penitent, and there, 
fasting, he awaited the pleasure of the Pope in the 
castle yard. But the gates did not unclose. A 
second day he stood, cold, hungry, and mocked by 
vain hope. At the close only of the third day did 
Gregory receive and pardon him. 

But Gregory had now, for his part, done more 
than was judicious from his own point of view. His 
severity, and the humiliation of their king, roused the 
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indignation and excited the disgust of the Germans 
and the Italians alike, and Henry found himself 
now surrounded by those who · 
had forsaken him. At the head 
of an army he marched against 
his brother-in-law, Rudolf of 
Swabia, who had assumed the 
crown, and defeated him in a 
battle near Gera, on the Elster. 
When the duke was dying, some 
one showed him his right hand, 
which had been cut .off by an 
axe. " It is well," said the y~;,~·Jr!..V 

duke, " I raised this right hand to 
heaven in token of fidelity when 
I took the oath of allegiance to 
Henry. God has punished me 
aright by suffering it to be smit
ten off." 

Now· it was Henry's turn to 
chastise the Pope. He crossed f5~~~i~~~~ 
the Alps at the head of an army, 
took ~orne, deposed Gregory, 
who fled to Salerno, and ap
pointed another · Pope in his 
room, who crowned him in S. 
Peter's Church, Emperor of the 
Romans, A.D. 1084. 

Henry h d h d h. CONRAD, SON OF a now crus e 1s HENRY 1v. 
WOrst enemies, but the remain- (From an Illuminated MS.) 

der .of his life was not to be spent in quiet. He 
had .iown the wind and must reap the whirlwind. 
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,His reign was very l~ng, fifty years.; his old age was. 
embittered by the revolt of his own sons •• Conrad 
rebelled' against his father in Italy, and Henry io 
Germany. Conrad died before his father. · 

It was in II04 that Henry, the best loved so~ of the 
old emperor, raised his hand against his father. The 
touching appeals o£ the emperor to his son having 
been disregarded, Henry IV. put himself at the head 
of his troops and marched against him, but discover
ing that he was betrayed by his followers, he fled in 
sorrow of heart. Then occurred an incident which 
has been yersified by a German poetess. If ever you 
go up the Rhine, look at the ruins of the Castle of 
llammerstein. In it, at the time o£ which I am 
telling you, lived a knight who had been true to 
Henry In all his troubles, but be was now very 
old and unable to take the field for his king. The 
knight was bitterly. dissatisfied because he had no 
son, only two gentle dau'ghters, and he could not 
abide to see them, as they were useless, he tbought, 
whereas a son could have borne~ arms for the king . 

. One· night there came a knock at the .castle door, 
and the old · man was told that a stranger begged 
admission. .He was shown in, and,lo! th

1

C: knight 
saw his white-hair~d sovereign, come to him for 
refuge from his enemies, begging £or sheltJ, i( only 
for a night. . . ( ! 

'' Ah I ":ell is the~!" said Henry, looking at the 
two daughters of his host; "well Is thee that ~hou 
hast gentle daughters to cling to thee, to love thee, 
and cherish thee in thy old age. I-I have had two 
sons, and both have risen against me." 
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The emperor was taken by his unnatural son and 
shut up in the castle of Bingen, ,and was required by 
delegates from him to surrender the crown jewels. 
The aged emperor placed the crown o£ Charlemagne 
on . his head, threw the imperial mantle over his 
shoulders, a.nd holding the sceptre and orb, appeared 
before the messengers, and defied them to touch the 
ornaments worn by the ruler of the world. But to 
these men nothing was sacred: the crown and mlntle 
of Charlemagne were plucked off him, and carried to 
Mainz to adorn his rebellious son. . 

The fallen emperor was given into the hands of 
Gebhard, Bishop of Spires, who took a fiendish pleas
ure in humbling and tormenting him. He kept him 
without sufficient food, so that the old emperor was 
obliged to sell his boots in order to procure bread. 
He was forbidden the use of a bath, and of a bar
ber to shave him. At length he found ways of es
caping to Liege, where the bishop received him and 
treated him with great kindness till he died of a 
broken heart. From his death-bed Henry sent his 
ring and sword to his son in token of pardon for his 
rebellion. 



XVII. 

A BAD SON MAKES A STlONG KING. 

(1099""112$.). 

. HENRY V. manied MatilcU, da~ghter of Henry I. · 
oC England, but he never had any children. He 
saw clearly eno~gh that there was no hope for Ger. 
many to become united and great so long as the 
dukes, and margraves, and archbishops were so 
powerful and independent, and his father's iong 
m.ioority, and the incessant contests that followed, . 
ha~ made them so strong that the emperor. could 
do little unsupported by them. Accordingly, he 
directed his efforts to reducing their power. 'But 
now again appeared one of the fatal consequences 
'ol the gilt of the imperial crown to Charlemagne by· 
Leo U. The 'popes were afraid of the emperors. 

:The kings of Germany, who were also kings of Italy 
, and Lombardy, were tremendously strong, and the 
popes were afraid of being completely at their mercy 
and being forced to do just what the emperors 
ordered. So it became a part of the settled policy 

. of the popes t~ stir. up strife at·'home to keep the 
empire weak and occupy the ~mperor in Germany. 
In order to help the vassals to weaken Henry. the 
Pope excommunicated him, and hi~ reign "was spent 
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in fighting-first one·v~t,. the~. another .. ,He wai 
sometimes 'victorious, tometimes defeated, and a 
'tugitive, just as he had made his father; a {ugitive:. 
In the end· he. died a disappointed man, having 
utterly failed to 4o what be desi,ned. 

\. ~ f ~ # 



XVIII. 

-HOW THEY FOVGHT THE SARACENS. 

(1096-ugt.) 

IT was custo~~ in the Middle Ages f~t ,pious 
men to visit J erusalern and Bethlehem, to see and 
pray at the spots where Christ was born, and died, 
and rose again •. The Arabs, who ruled in Syria 
after the Romans had lost that province; did not dis. 
turb the pilgrims. But when the Seldjucs, a savage 
Turkish race, conquered Palestine, the Christians 
were oppressed and persecuted; pilgrims were mal .. 
treated, churches desecrated, and Simon, }»atriarch 
of Jerusalem, was thrown down at the foot of the 
altar, and his hair plucked out.. · · 

A pious hermit, Peter of Amiens, saw these suffer. 
ings, when on a visit to Jerusalemj he returned to 
EuroP.e with an appeal/rom the patriarch to Pope 
Urban II. The Pope sent Peter into. France and 

. through Italy to stir up the people to fight for the 
recovery of the Holy pty. In 1095 the Pope held 
a council at Clermont, in France, and besought the 
faithful to take up arms to wrest J erusalern from the 
hands of the unbelievers •. ~It is the will of God 1" 
shouted· the crowd, and they hasted to fasten little 
c.rosses of red cloth to their shoulders; .in token that 
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they enlisted in the enterprise. Thence these ex
peditions to~k the name of crusades. The first 
army started in August, 1CX)6, under the generalship 
of Godfrey de Bouillon. When the host crossed 
over from Constantinople into Asia Minor it num
bered 300,000 fighting men. On its way through 
Asia Minor and Syria, privations, incessant fighting, 
and c!isease had thinned it so that when it arrived 
in· the Promised Land only a tenth remained. This 
remnant, however, inspired to enthusiasm by· the 
sight of Jerusalem, stormed and took the city. 
Godfrey de Bouillon was the first to leap from the 
walls into the town.' The gates were thrown open 
and the Crusaders poured in, to massacre all they 
encountered. Godfrey de Bouillon was proclaimed 
Xing of Jerusalem; but he refused to wear a crown, 
where the Saviour had been invested with a wreath 
of thoms,.and for his title chose " Guardian of the 
Holy Grave." Next year, 1100, Godfrey died, and 
his brother Baldwin took the government and the 
title of king. 

The new Christian realm was not, however, se .. 
cured by the capture of Jerusalem. The city was 
repe~tedly threatened i and Cot its protecti~n six 
great armies went out of Europe. Jerusalem fell 
back into the bands of the Saracens. With 
Ptolemais, or Acre, the Christians lost, in 129t1 the 
last of their possessions in Asia. Thenceforth, the 
Holy Land remained in the power of the Turks. 
The conftict for the Ho)y Sepulchre lasted two huri. 
dred years, and cost Europe six millions of her best 
fighting men. Nevertheless; the Crusades were an 
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advantage to the West. Minds wer~ roused by 
contact with strange sights, interest quickened in 
geography, history, and natural science. A multi
tude of hitherto unknown products, as silk, sugar, 
spices, dyes, found their way into the ,West. More
over, some of the most turbulent spirits went out 

~~ 
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of Europe, as by a voluntary banishment, to exhaust 
their powers of doing mischief in the East, and the 
nobility were so weakened that the cities were 
able to develop commerce and manufacture unim. 
peded. 

During the period of the Crusades, chivalry be
came more and more a flourishing and organized 
institution. Knighthood was not inherited like 
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titles: it w~ granted to a man for 'his. worth,' alter 
hard t~ials and proof that the aspirant deserved the· 
honour. 



XIX. 

HOW A NEW DYNASTY. WAS BEGUN. 

IF you look on the map you will 
see that at Stuttgart the River Neckar 
·comes from the east and turns abruptly 
north, where it receives another river 
from the east called the Rems. Now 
between the Rems and the Neckar 

UIPlllAL rises a tableland of dry limestone, anLI 
GLOBL here !Lnd there this plateau is capped 

with the queerest hills, for all the world like thim
bles put down by giants on the table. These con
ical hills with stumpy tops are not of limestone; 

.they are volcanic, and have been driven up through 
the lhile by the fires in the heart of the earth. One 
of these is called Hoh'enstaufen. You will rem em· 
berthat when Henry IV. went over the Alps in win
terto Pope Grego,-y VII. one faithful knight attended 
him. This knight is said to have been Frederick of 
Buren. · In consideration of his fidelity, immediately 
that affairs seemed prosperous, Henry created him 
Duke of Swabia, and gave him Agnes, his daughter, 
to wife. . He thereupon bujlt himself a tastle on the 
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hill I mention, and thenceforth called himself "Of 
H ohenstaufen." 

There had been Frank and Saxon emperors; now 
there was to be a Swabian dynasty. 

A HOHENSTAUfl.lf KNIGHT. 

(From ao AlmaniiC el the uth Ceotury .) 

In 1138, at Mainz, Conrad, the son of this Fred· 
erick of Hohenstaufen, was elected to be king of the 
Germans. 
· Besides Hohenstaufen, ·the family had a town, 

WaibJ,ingen on the Rems, and as people then took 
their names from their estates, they were called 
variously "of Buren," ., of Hohenstaufen," and 

'''of Waiblingen "; but as Waiblingen was a town, 



CONRAD HUN T IN G WIT H FALCONS. 

(h om a Min nesiug.r Man u,cript of the •• th Cen tury.) 
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whereas the other' places were only castles, th~y 
were commonly called the Waiblingers. · 
~ There was a strong opposition party in Germany 
to the Swabians, and that \vas headed by the Duke 
of Bavaria.' The Bavarian. dukes were called 
\VelCs, from an ancestor of'.the name. This was a 
very powerful family, which held bot~ the duchies 
of Bavaria and Saxony. As the policy of the Pope 
\ns to weaken the power ol the emperor, he sup
ported the • W elfs. The Lombard cities also took 
the same side. · In Italian mouths (unable to pr()o 
nounce theW) WeU became Guelf, and Waiblinger 
became Ghibelline, and i!l Italy the P~pal faction 
"'as called Guel£ and the emperor's party was 
called Ghibelline. 

The Waiblinger family has long ago died out, but 
· the W elf remains. It is represented by Queen Vic· 
toria b{ England and the Duke of Brunswick. It 
is one of the most ancient reigning houses that ex
ists. It dates back in unbroken pedigree·to 'that 
old \Vel£, Count of Swabia and Bavaria, the Cather 
of J utta, the wife of Louis the Pious, who sulked 
and bid himself in the Black Forest because his son 
took a feudal holding under the emperor. This 
Welf died about the year 824- ' 

Conrad, the Waiblinger, did not succeed to the 
throne immediately after the death or Henry V. 
Lothair, the Saxon, was the next emperor, but Con. 
rad came to the throne on his death, and at once 
the contest with the Weirs broke out. 1 During this 
contest the little town of Weinsberg held out gal
lan,tly for the )Vel!s ag~in~t the emperor. Exas-
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perated at the pe~sistency of their defence Conrad 
tllreatened to kill. all the men when he took the 
place. When at length W einsberg was forced to 
yield, the provisions therein being exhausted, the 
emperor consented that all the women should be 

. allowed, unmolested, to leave the place and to carry 
with them their choicest valuables. Then the gate 
was thrown open, and out through it, and down the 
hill to where Conrad sat beCore his . tent, came the 
Countess Ida,* carrying her husband, Weir, on her 
back, followed by aU the women of \Veinsberg, 
carrying their husbands, and fathers. and brothers, 
and lovers on their backs. 

Some of the army of Conrad were angry, and 
wanted to stop this strange procession and kill the 
men• but the emperor was. touched at the devotion 
or the women, and he answered," Not so; I gave 
my word, and an emperor's word must never be 
broken." · ', 

The Welf whom the Countess Ida carried was 
Welf VI., of Bavaria, uncle or the Duke Henry, sur
named the Lion, who was then only twefve years 
old. . After that, 'Vel£ VJ. was made Duke or Spo
leto and Margrave of Tuscany. 

Conr;Ld was forced by 'public opinion, against his 
good sense, to head a crusade. He started at the 
head of a large army in 1147 for the Holy Land, but 
his whole march was one. of disaster and loss. As 
the Crusaders were crossing a river near Constanti
nople, agents of the Greek emperor tried to count 

• She was a daughter of &he C:ount Palatine of the Rhine. 
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them, but after reckoning 9(lO,OOO, desisted .• Not 
one tithe of this vast horde. ever reached their des. 
tination. They died either of disease, starvation, or 
by the swords of the Moslems, in Asia Minor. 
Conrad returned home, in confusion and despon. 
dency~ to find that'Welf and Henry the Lion were 
stirring up a new revolt against him' in Germany 
and Lombardy. . 

When he was at Constantinople he saw that the 
Byzantine emperor bore on his imperial standards 
a two-headed eagle, to represent the· double empire,· 
East and West, which had for a while been united 
lmder Constantine and his successors. Conrad was 

· r>truck with the idea, and when he came home he 
a.!JSumed the double-headed eagl~ as the arms of; 
his empires, and you· will see it on the coins of' 
both the Emperor of Germany and the Emperor of~ 
Austria at the present day. There is a story told, 
-but it is, of course, only a stoiy,-that one of the 
grand dukes of Austria was out shooting in the 
Tyrol some years ago, and the huntsman with him 
brought down· an. eagle. . When the grand duke 
picked it up;, .. Why," said he, "what a queer 
eagle! It has only one head!" He had seen the 
imperial eagle all his life on ·banners and coins, and 

• thought all eagles bad two necks and heads. 



xx.· 
FREOERICIC OF ThE RED BEAllD. 

(II 52--it tgo.) 

~~-2FIJ~i I or ,.na:rbarcissa, was certainly the 
greatest and stro~gest of ~he German. emperor! after 
Charles the Great. · He ~acified the \Veils by giv~ 
ing Henrr t.he Lion bac;k the Duchies o( Bavaria 
and Saxony, which Contad had taken from him. 
'But the great Well duke was not. grateful for tbis 
a'ct ; he repaid it with treachery. : · . · 
· .. If Frederick had only contented himself ·with the 
government, apd discipline of Germany all ·would 

, havt: been 'wel~ but he cpuld not forget that he was 
King of all Italy and Emperor of Rome, so that he 

, contin,ually crossed the 'Alps· with annie~ .t6 quell 
the revolts that broke out there; and when he was 
In Italy disturbances bu'rst forth in Germany, which 
forced him b~ck to subdue them. Duke \Vel( VI., 
the uncle of Henry the:t.ion, in his old age became 
blind.' He lived at Memingen, on the Lech, and 
was very extravagant. : He invited all the noblemen 
or Swabia and Bavaria to come and eat, and drink. 
and dance for· weeks at a time at Memingen. .He 
got deep in debt, and :the emperor helped him: f>ut 
his' nephew, Henry the Lton, never sent him any' 

' ~ ' . ~ 
·~o 
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money. When he died he left all his estates to 
the emperor. This made Henry the Lion furious. 
and he resolved to 'be revenged. Frederick called 
on Henry as his vassal to assist him in a campaign 
in Italy. Henry obeyed. At the Lake of Como 
Frederick fell ill. Then Henry went to him and 
tolJ him he would desert him unless the emperor 
yielded to his extortionate demand~. The Lombards 
in insurrection were drawing near. The time was 
criticaL Frederick entreated the duke to be true to 
him and his country. He even went down on his· 
knees to entreat him. but Henry turned scornfully 
away. Jhen the Empress Beatrice raised her hus
band, saying, " God will help you, and remember 
the Welf's insolence some future day." A battle 
was {ought with the Lombards, who far outnum
bered the faithful Germans. Henry withdrew with 
his men, and left Frederick's army to be almost cut 
to pieces. The emperor escaped with difficulty 
and returned to Germany, "here the indignation 
against the treachery of Henry was so general that 
Frederick put him under the' oon of the Empire
that is. outlawed him-and gave the duchy of Ba
varia to his faithful friend, Count Otto of \Vittles
bach, who is the ancestor of the present King of 
Bavaria. The duchy of Saxony, was divided. and 
to the \Velfs nothing was left, after Henry the Lion 
had come on his knees and implored pardon of the 
emperor, but the territory of Brunswick, and it is 
thus, through the House of Brunswick, that the 
Queen of England descends from the ancient Welfs. 
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So that act of treachery at .Como was the ruin of 
the greatness of the Welfs for many generations. 

In his old age Frederick made a crusade against 
Saladin, Sultan o£ Egypt, who had retaken Jerusa.. 
lem. As he was crossing a river Seleph he was 
carried off his horse by the current and drowned. 
When the news of his death reached Germany no 
one would believe it. There sprang up a story 
among the people that the red-bearded king is not 
dj:ad, bot sleeps in the Kyffhluser Mountain, sitting 
at a stone table, and that his beard has grown 
through the table. They say also, that in the hour 
of peril to Germany Frederick will start to life and 
come forth to be the: deliverer of Fatherland. 



XXI. 

A CRUEL KING PUT UNDER THE· BAN.· 

(n96-uso.) 

FREDERICK the· Red.Bearded was followed by 
his son, Henrjr VI., a cruel, har4 man, who succeeded 
in making the rule of the Hohenstauien more hated 
in .Italy- than that of the earlier emperors. . At 
Christmas, 1194. the season of peace and good-will, 
this cruel tyrant deluged Palermo with 'blood, on the 
pretence that 'he had discovered a plot against his 
supremacy. Bishops, nobles, members of the royal 
family of ~icily, none W<:re spared i ·some ·were 
hanged, some burned, others buried alive. • Rich~ 
ard, Count of Palermo, was tied to a horse1s tail, 
dragged through the streets of Cap"a, then hung up 
by one leg• to a gallows, till the' emperor's fool, 
after two. days of misery, put an end to his pain by 
tying a great stone to l)is neck. In the midst' of 
these scenes of horror the Empress Constantia be
came mother of a son, Fre.derick Roger, afterwards 
the Emperor Fiederick'II., and the last emperor oa 
the race. It would almost seem aa it the judgment 
of Heaven, outraged by th~ crime of 'the father, was 

• A Count Jordan wu placed on a red-hot iroa throne, and a reel
hot crown wu nailed SO his head. 
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to follo·w the son. Two years later Henry was dead, 
and the little child succeeded to the crown, under 
the regency of his ·gentle and pious mother. It 
would have been well (or him had she lived, but she 
died shortly after her husband, when Frederick was 
scarce (our years old. The poor little king was 
brought up among rough and .ambitious nobles, in 

SEAL OF OTTO IV, 

the midst o( intrigue, violence, and conflict, at Pa
lermo: He grew to. be a very handsome, graceful 
youth, with a face full of intelligence, benevolence, 
and nobility. · At the age of fifteen he was mar
ried to Constantia, daughter of Peter, King of Ar
ragon. The weqding was performed with great 
magnificence, but in the midst of the festivities, 
whilst bells were ringing, and soldiers parading, the 
plague broke out. People fell dead in the streets. 
A.lphonso, the bride's brother, rose from table, 
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staggered from the hall, and died. Others of the 
banqueters fell ill also, and before many hours had 
elapsed were corpses. ;.,Frederick and his young 
bride were obliged to fty; 

During his minority .there had been sad disturb
ance in Germany. T~o opposition emperors had 
started up, Philip of Swabia and Otto IV., of Bruns
wick, the son of Henry the Lion, and for ten years 
they had devastated Germany· by their rivalries. 
At last, in 1215, Frederick 
got the upper hand, and 
was crowned at Aix. This 
grandson of the Red Beard 
was an unfortunate man. 
beset with difficulties, with 
a strong will ; and, al· 
though so great a man, he 
never did great things, be· 
cause his energies were ex-

•. SILVEII. PIECE VF OTTO IV. 
hausted in inces!'ant contest 
with the popes. It was the old story U\'tr again. 
You must consider that in France, in England, in 
Germany, the crown was not all-powerful. The 
nobles were very strong and much inclined to have· 
their own way, and their own way meant fighting each 
other, and disturbing the whole land. In France, 
the kings, by a compromise with the people, got the 
upper hand and crushed the nobility. In England, 
the nobles, by a compromise with the people, formed 
a check on the power of the crown, and founded a 
constitutional monarchy ; but in Germany the great. 
est emperors squandered their talents and exhausted 

9 
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' . ' 
the best strength of their countr~ ln pursuit of a 
fancy, apd never learned by the, experience of their 
predecessors t~ desist from the 1 dangerous pursuit. 
Instead of turning their attentio~ t4 the develop. 
ment of their country, to the curtailment of the; 
po'll·ers of the nobility, to the establishment of their 
throne on enduring foundations, thejrJere bewitched 
with the' dream of a Roman-impcri~ world-mon. 
archy, which was impossible to be ~ealized when 
every nation was asserting more and more its charac
teristic peculiarities, and arriving at co+ciousness or 
national and independent life. The emperors were 
always divided between distinct cJ.llings, as kings 
o£. Germany and emperors of Rome. i The Italians 
hated them, the popes undermined lh~ir powers and 
involved them in countless difficultic• at home and 
in' Italy, so that th~y could not estab)ish their au
thority as emperors, and neglected tp !)lake good, or 
\\'ere impeded in attempting to Plake good, their 
position as kings in Germany. ThJ b~t in the fable 
was rejected by the bird~ because ,he was a beast, 
and by the beasts becaus~ he had wings as a. bird. 

This, that I have insisted on so strongly, must be 
borne well in mind by all who woul~ master German 
bh,tory. The imperial eagle bas hyo beads, turned 
in opposite directions, and the heads of the emperors 
shared this division and opposition~ · 

Frederick was now King of Lombardy, of Naples 
and Sicqy, as well as Kin~ of G~rmany. The popes 

·were very uneasy, feeling as though placed in a vice, 
an4 they naturally sought to diminish the power of 
Frederick. One of the simplest expedients was to 

l 
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send him off trusaaing to the East, so they urged 
him to t,his, an~ got him fo vow a crusade. Pope 
Gregory IX. ha4 the satisfaction or seeing him start. 
at the head or ~ great host, but fever broke out in 
,it; the pilgri~s perished by thousands. Frederick 
himself fell ill, and his ship was obliged to put back 
to Italy, that he might recruit his health on Jhe 
mainland. The Pope was furio'us in his disappoint· 
ment, and excommunicated the emperor. Freder. 
ick sent three bishops to the Pope to assure him of 
l1is illness. Gregory refused to receive them. That 
was in September, 1227. 

Next year, when frede~ick. was w~ll, he started 
on his crusade. ', One would have supposed that this 
would have con~ented the Pope: but no ; he cared 
for the crusade only as a means to weaken the em
peror, and he picked a fresh excuse for continuing 
the excommunication or Frederick. He ordered the 
Templars and Ilospitall.ers to hold aloof. from him; 
he forbade the paying o{ taxes to help him, and he, 
did everything in his power to bring the crusade 
or Frederick to an ignominious break-down. Yet 
Frederick succeeded by this exJ)edition in effecting 
more than any other that had had the advantage; of 
the blessing of popes. By a treaty with the Sultan 
or 'Egypt he recovered all the holy places. He en. 
tered Jerusalem in triumph, took the crown of the 
Christian kings of Jerusalem from the altar of the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, and placed it on 'his 
head. . 

After his return; the strife with the Pope began 
again. The Lombard cities were in revolt. The 
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Pope had raised an armyo£ mercenaries against him, 
who bore as insignia St. Peter's keys, _and were 
nicknamed accordingly the key-soldiers. 

The emperor was nearly always victorious, but ' 
a series of unhappy circumstances combined to 
embitter his life. His opponents in Germany had 
stirred up his son Henry to revolt against him. 
Frederick was forced to cross the Alps into Ger
many and quell the rebellion. Henry was deposed 

PI!.ASA,NTS BUILDING A VILLAGE (IJTU CENTURY). 

(Heidelbcri ManuKripl.) 

and condemned to' seven years' imprisonment in 
Italy. He died in prison before his father. 

Pope Innocent IV., who succeeded Gregory IX., 
continued to resist the emperor, anJ for precisely 
the same reason. The claims of the German kings 
to be emperors did as much harm to tht: popes as 
to the kings themselves, for it diverted the attention 
of the popes from their spiritual cares to plotting 
how they might upset the emperors, or, at all ev.ents, 
curtail their authority. Innocent, afraid of the im-
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mense power o£ F rcderick, fled to F ranee, and ex com. 
municated him again, and deposed him from all his 
offices. When Frederick heard this ~bed, and 
exclaimed, •• Has the Pope deposed me? Bring me 
my crowns that I may see of what I am deprived." 
Then seven crowns were brought him, the royal 
crown of Germany, the imperial ~iadem of Rome, 
the iron circlet of Lombardy, the crowns of 
Sicily, Burgundy, Sardinia, and.Jerusalem. He put 
them -on his head, one after the other, and said, " I 
have them still, and none shall r~b me of them with. 
out hard battle.'' 

But the deposition and excommunication had its 
eff~ct in Germany. It served as an excuse. for the 
proud and ambitious to rise and set up an opposi
tion emperor. An old historian says of that time: 
,. ~fter the Emperor Frederick was put under the 
ban, the robbers rejoiced over their spoils. Then 
were 'the ploughshares beaten into swords, and the 
reaping hooks into lances. No one went an)"\ here 
without steel and stone, to set in 'blaze whatever he 
could fire." . 

Italy also was in insurrection. The emperor's 
son Enzio, was captured by the Bolognese and im
prisoned. The old emperor, crushed by his trou
bles, died in the arms of his son Manfred, ~nd was 
succeeded by his son Conrad, who reigne~ only 
four years, and was never crowned emperor. Con
rad left an only son, Conradin, not three years old, 
the one legitimate heir of the Red-beard and of 
Frederick II. . 

.As soon as Frederick was dead, the Pope gave 
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away the kingdom of Naples to CharJcs, Count of 
Anjou.* He had no right whatever to do this, put 
he did it out of self-preservation, so as to have some 
one on one side of him to assist him against the 
Germans. Conradin, when aged sixteen, marched 
against the French holding Naples, to attempt to 
recover his kingdom, but was taken, and his head 
struck off, by order of the cruel Charles of Anjou. 

Enzio was still in pris
on in Bologna; he was 
now the last of the H o
henstaufen, and heir to 
all the seven crowns . .. , ..... s,~;:;:c 

He ·contrived to be hid- ~~~~i~~ 
den in an empty wine 
cask, and thus to be car
ried out of the prison. 
But as he was being 
taken, c;me of his long 
golden locks fell out of 
the bung-hole, ·which 
had been left open that 
he might have air to 
breathe! . This attract- A &JsuoP JN RoBES. 

ed the attention of the (Codu of nth Century,) 

guards; the cask was stopped, broken open. Enzio 
was enclosed in an iron cage, and there died in 1272, . 

the last of the noble Hohcnstaufen race, after a mis
erable confinement of twenty-three years. 

•l3rother of King Louis IX. of Franc•· 



XXII. 

TilE ROBBER L'lilGHTS. 

IF you ha.ve travelled in Germany you will have 
noticed the abundance of ruined castles scattered 
over the country; not a rocky hill, not a spur of 
mountain, but is crow'ned by one, not always large,· 
some consisting of little more than one tower and a 
few outer walls, others· possessing several towers. 
Most of these castles belon~ to the period of which 
we shall have need to treat, a ~ime when there was 
no strong emperor, when the firmament was with
out a sun, and every little star set up to be indepen. 
dent.- . · 
· When the llohenstaufen race died out, the glory 
of the empire was gone from Germany. ·No Ger~ 
man prince would take the crown ; all were afraid · 
of it. Then the great bishops thought of electing 
a foreigner. Some chQse Richard, Earl of Cornwall, 
brother of Henry JII. of England, and son of King 
John; others chose Alphonso, King of Castile, in 
Spain. Richard came to Germany very rarely~ Al
phonso not at all. It was as though there were no 
king in the lc~.nd. T.his was the saddest time that 
ever was in Germany. Every one did what he liked. 
The fist. and the sword decided between right and 

iJ6. • 
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wrong. The princes and the cities were in constant 
feud. The knights made themselves strong castles,. 
and lived in them on plunder and murder. From 
'their fortresses they swooped down on the mer-
chants _travelling from town to town and robbed 
them, or levied on them heavy tolls. They went 
plundering over the levelland; they robbed the Car. 
mers of their cattle, . devastated their fields, and 
burnt their houses. 

Moreover, the neighborin: nobles and knights 
quarrelled with each . other and fought, so that the 
country was one battle-field. How Germany could 
have got through this terrible time but for two 
things it is hard to say. In the first place, the 
towns had become very strong. They had taken 
advantage of th~ crusades, \\ hich had drawn away a 
number of the knights, to buy their lands, and to 
become wealthy, and organize large bodies of fight
ing men. Jf, therefore, any knights proved trouble-
some, and meddled with the caravans passing from 
town to town, they attacked their fortresses and 
burned them, and hanged the robber knights from 
their own towers. Then, again, the church inter. 
Cered, anJ ordered that a truce should be kept. from 
all fighting for four days in the week, that is, from 
'\Vcdnesday evening to 'Monday morning._ This 
was called the" Truce of God, .. and whoever broke 

· it became an outlaw. , 
• It is, however, a mistake into which travellers in 
Germany often and very generally fall, to suppose 
that all the castles were nests of robber barons, 
and that they ~lways s?bsisted by robbery. The 
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owners had certain duties which · they fulfilled: 
those on the Rhine~ and other rivers that are naviga
ble, maintained the . t6wing paths, and kept relays 
of horses or oxen t~ drag the boats against the 

UIGHT AND ATT&NDANTS, 

(From a Drawior of "'l"·> 
stream through their lands. For this a toll was 
paid. Those not on rivers kept up the· roads, and 
entertained · travellers, and furnished them with 
horses, and, if necessary, an escort, till they left the 
lands 'over which these barons exercised sway, and 
ior this they were paid something. · 

The barons; in peaceful times, did ·not receive' the 



140 THE ROBBER KNIGJ/TS. 

travellers in their castles perched on high rocks, for 
inde~d they did not care to live in them themselves 
except in times of danger. They had other houses 
below, in the little towns or villages, and over the 
doors o{ their hous~s they hung their shields ; so the 
travell~rs knew the houses where they might lodge, 
and where they could get a change of horses, by. 
the shields, with the arms or the baron or knight. 
This it is which originated the signs hung above inn 
doors, signs of the red lion, the white bart, the brown 
bear, etc. The inn-keepers were the lords of the 
place. Now, if you happen to travel in the Tyrol, 
where old customs ling!r on, you may find that in a 
good many places the inn-keepers are still noble
men, and that the ·signs of their inns. are still their 
coats-of-arms. 1£ you go into the church-yards you 
will see the tombstones or the family or your host, . 
with the armS, and with coronets over them, show· 
ing him to be a baron, or a count. I know a good 
many such inns. Elsewhere it is not so; the houses 
have been sold, and though they still keep their 
signs, the signs have' no connection with the new 
owners. 



XXIII. 

HOW THE GERMANS WROTE ROMANCES. 

THE Germans of the 13th and 14th centuries 
were not only active soldiers, dealing and tak
ing hard blows, but their minds were as active as 
their hands ; and so it comes about that we have a 
series of really grand poems that belong to this 
period, in the German language ; and not great 
poems only, but also short and beautiful fieces. 
The poetic art was cultivated first in Provence by 
the knights and gentlemen, and those who co.mposed 
poems and sang them were called trdubadours, 
which means "discoverers," from trouvcr, to find. 
They found out tunes as well as invented poems. 
The Germans were not slow to foliow the ex. 
ample ; their poets were called "minnesingers," or 
"love-singers " ; because their lays were mostly 
love songs. Some of their songs are beautiful. 
But they did not content themselves with short lays, 
they composed also long poems. At first they 
took their subjects from abroad, from the stories of 
King Arthur and his knights, and so some of the 
finest and longest of the metrical romances of this 
time have thejr scenes laid in Britain, But, fortu, 
nately, they were not satisfied with borrowing from 
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abroad, and t)ley composed heroic poems on old 
G 1 d 

. , •. 
erman egen s. • . · 
Charles the Great had made a collection c·f the 

·national poems, but this was destroyed by Louis 
the Pious: Though he destroyed the collection he 
had not destroyed the remembrance from' men's 
minds, and the old stories lingered on and were 
passed from mouth to ear, from one generation to 
another, till at length the poets of Germany, about 
the time of which we are speaking, were induced 
to take them up, and invest them in new. poetic 
garb, and give them a fresh spell of life. I , 

t 
Of these ·old hetoic legends there are several 

distinct cycles, or groupi, belonging to different 
branches of the German family. { ' . 

The first of these is the Burgundian ~·de, of 
Gunther the king, his ·~He Brunhild, his henchman 
Hagen, his sister Kriemhild, and his brother-in-law 
Siegfried. This forms the toP.ic of· the l:>'Tand 
Niebelungen.Licd. . I · · 

The second o( these is the Frisian cycle, to 
which belong King Hettel and his daughter Gud·· 
run ; and on their adventures turns the noble Gud-
run-Lied. · 

The. third of these is the Anglo.Sa.xon cycle, con
cerning Beowulf, the Jute king, and Wayland the 
Smith. This was never recast after the 8th cent· 
u~ , 

fhe fourth of these is the Lombard cycle, con. 
cerning kings and heroes of South Tyrol, and the 
Rose Garden of Laurin the Dwarf, above Botzen. 
This was put into form in twelve poems, which com. 
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pose the Helden-Buch much later, in the 15th cent
ury. 

The most famous of all these poems is the 
Kiebclun.rren.I.ied a grand epic in two parts, which 
mar take rank beside the !liad. It is the great
est monument of German national poetry in the 
J\liddle Ages. 

Gunther was King of the Burgundians. He-lived 
at Worms. He had a beautiful sister called Kriem~ 
hild. Away in the North, at Xanten, on the Rhine, 
hved a Netherland king, Siegmund, who had a 
brave son called Siegfried. Siegfried had been 
into the· Niebelungen land, where he had slain a 
dragon and carried off a vast treasure the dragon 
guarded. He had, moreover, bathed in the dJagon·~ 
blood, \\ hich made him invulnerable, except at one 
point ·between the shoulder-blades, where a linden 
leaf rested whilst he bathed in the blo,od. He , 
heard of the beauty of Kriemhild and came to 
Wormc; to see her. Now Gunther had heard that 
in Iceland was a princess called Brunhild, who was 
beautiful, and wealthy, and strong, and would not 
marry any one who could not throw a spear, and 
heave a stone, and jump farther than herse1f. 
Gunther thought he would l1ke to make her hls 
queen, so he persuaded Siegfncd to accompany him 
to Iccl'lnd, and help him to win her. Now, in the 
treasure o£ the Niebelungcn was a cap which made 
the wearer invi!>ible. So Siegfried put on this cap. 
and stood behind Gunther and helped him to throw 
the stone and hurl the spear and leap. Thus Brun
hild was surpassed, and f!he consented to marry 
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. Gunther, and she did not know how· he had ,been 
assisted. , ' . ; t 

, When Siegfried returned to Worms he was given 
Kriemhild to wire, and Gunther Jupug\lUome his 
queen. One day when Brunhiid and Kriemhild 'were 
going to church Brunhild wished, as queen, to enter 
the door first, but Kriemhild thrust her aside, 11.t1d 
mockingly said that she should enter first, as her 
husband .had helped Gunther to win Brunhild, and 
without his aid she never would have become 
queen. Brunhild was furious and meditated re-
venge •• ~ . 

Now, not long after this, a great hunt was to take 
place~ Kriembild was anxious about her dear hus
band; she was afraid lest he should be wounded in 
the only vulnerable flace. So she called Hagen, 
the henchman of Gunther, to bet, and confided to 
him the secret, and made him promise in battle and 
in the chase to put hiS shield over Siegfried's back. 
She also marked a little red cr:oss in his dress to 
show the place where alo~e he cculd be hurt: ~ . 

·Now Queen BrunhiJd egged on her husband to 
have .Siegfried killed, and they took counsel ~ith 
Hagen. So, when. they were· out hunting, and 
Siegfried, who was thirsty. stooped to drink at 
a fountain, Hagen ran him through with a spear 
where Kriemhild had mar~ '"<I his garment.-· 

Then they took his bod)• and laid it on the .door. 
step of Kriemhild's house, so that, next morning, 
when she tame forth early. the first thing she saw 
'was her dead husband, stark and cold. 

After that she. brooded on revenge. Hagen 
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·feared what she might do, so he persuaded King 
Gunther to let him carry away the Niebelungen 
treasure and throw it into the Rhine, lest sh( 
should use the wealth to stir JlP cn~mies agamst 
the king. · 

After some years, Attila, or Etzel, King of the 
Huns, asked for her 'hand, and she consented to 
marry him. When she was Queen of the Huns she 
got her husband to invite Gunther and Hagen to 
\'isit him at Buda, on the Danube; and Gunther 
accepted the invitation against the advice of 
Hagen. When . they arrived at Buda, and were 
feasting in the palace, some armed men, at the in
stigation of Kriemhild, rushed upon the Burgundi
ans and began to slay them. A furious contest 
ensued, and when the Burgundians seemed to be 
gaining th~ upper hand Kriemhild had fire put to 
the banqueting hall and set it in a blaze. The 
Burgundians fought their way out through the fire 
and smoke, but were taken. Then Kriemhild sent 
an executioner to Gunther and had his head struck 
off, and she carried her brother's head ·to ~how it to 
Hagen ; then with Siegfried's sword she cut down 
Hagen himself, whose hands were oound. 

An old warrior, Hildebrand, enraged at her per
fidy and cruelty, then smote her with his blade. 
And so the story ends, amidst general massacre and 
in volumes of flame. 

10 



XXIV, 

HOW THE CITIES OAINED '!'OWER. 

As you have already beard, the cities had begun 
to flourish durin~ the crusades; they became busy 
nurseries of art ~nd learning, as well as of trade and 
manufacture.. By degrees they .acquired 'great 
privileges and power; and some were made by the 
emperors •• free cities," that is, .they. were under 
no princes, but under the emperor only. • 

You will remember now that when He~ry I. built 
the castles for defence against the Hungarians the 
noble families about were required to maintain 
some ot their men in the fortresses throughout the 
year. In time these families became very domineer
ing. • Th~ towns grew in size and importance, but 
the families originally charged with the defence of 
the /Jurr remained the holders. of power in it, and 
managed the affairs of the town. When trades in- • 
creased, each trade mana:ed its own affairs by a 
ziinft, or guild, and the guilds combined .against 
the noble burgers to obtain som~ share in the .man
agement of affairs. After much rioting and fighting 
they carried their point, and so the council was 
formed of an Upper House of hereditary burgers, 
who in the 15th century were called patricians, 
and of a ·Lower House, tp which members were 

. 146 



THE HANSEA. TIC LEAGl!e 147 

elected. If you go to Germany and walk through 
the aisles and cloisters of the great. town churches 
you ''ill see them crowded with splendid monu
ments, emblazoned with heraldic achievements. 
These are the tombs of the hereditary patricians, 
men who held themselves as proudly as the coun
try aristocracy did in their castles. 

The troubles occasioned by the interregnum, the 
interference with trade, the way in which the trav. 
ellers \\ere plundered, became insupportable, and in 
1241 Hamburg and Lubeck agreed together to 
keep order in their neighborhoods. Then Bruns
\\ ick and Bremen joined, and at last a hundred 
towns were leagued together, and formed so strong 
a body that the disturbers of the public peace were 
cowed into order. This league was called the 
Hansa. It maintained armies and fleets, an~ even 
carried on wars with the kings of Norway and Den
mark, in which the Hansa was victorious. Its fleets 
swept the sea of pirates, and its troops taught 'the 
robber knights to cultivate peace. 

I'I!:ASANT AND PJ.OUGK (IJTH CENTUI!.V), 



XXV. 

A GOOD KlNG FROll A SWISS CASTLE. 

'(127J-U9J.) 

AT last the condition or affairs became so intot. 
erable that the German princes assembled ta elect 
a new emperor, who might bring order out o( the 
universal confusion. Their choice fell on Rudolph, 
Count or, Hapsburg,, a simple, courageous, and 
shrewd man. , Hapsburg, or Habsburg, is a little cas
tle near K6nigsfelden, in Switzerland. It.was built 
in 1020 by Co Lint Radbod or Altenburg, an ancestor 
or the family. Th~ ruins still stand of this cradle of 
tlie Austrian imperial family, of ":hich they were 
deprived by papal law one hundred and fifty years 
after Rudolph's elevation, and it has quite recently 
been restored to them, as a wedding gift, by the 

· Canton or Aarau, on the marriage of Rudolph; the. 
prince imperi!J.l, with a Belgian princess. · From the 
broken tower the eye takes il\ at a single glance the 
whole original patrimony of the Hapsburgs,-.an es
tate far more limited than that of many a British 
peer,-from which Rudolph was called to wield the 
sceptre of Charlemagne. 

. . The first act of Rudolph was to march against 
· Ottocar, King of Bohemia, who bad gained posses

u.S 
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sion of Auc;tria, Styria, Carinthia, and Carniola. A 
great battle was fought in 1278 on the Marchfeld, 
near Vienna, in which Ottocar was defeated and 
killed. Rudolph then appropriated to himself the· 
d~chy of Austria, together with Strna and Carin. 
thia, and they have remained ever since the patri
mony of the Hapsburgs. 



xxvt·· 
DID WILUAM TELl. SHOOT 1, . : 

RUDOLPH's son Albert was not acknowledged 
emperor till he had. defeated his rival, Adolph of 
Nassau. Albert was the second son. The, eldest 
had died early, leaving an infant son, John. Albert 
laid his grasp on .the Hapsburg county in Switzer
land, and rerusf!d to give it up to l1is nephew John. 
· Albert was a stem, cruel man, who had been em • 
• bittered by. his disappointment at not being recog. 
nized as emperor immediately on the death o( his 
(ather. · Albert was not content with depriving his 
nephew of his inheritance, he tried to unite Schwyz, 
Uri, and Unterwalden wit'h his Swiss family posses. 
sions; but the simple Alpine sh;p~erds claimed to 
be free under the imperial crown. Then. Albert 
despatched governors to crush them into subjection ... 
Among them was Gessler, appointed to rule. U rir 
He treated the people with great cruelty. ·At last 
the Swiss ro&e in revolt, and expelle,d the gov~mors i 
Gessler was shot by William TelL The story of Tell 
having been ordered to shoot an appl• off his son's 
~ead is fabulous, but there really wa$ ·such a man·. 
and be got his name of T~ll {Toll, TOlpel) from 
being half-witted. When Albert heard of the' 
revolt he Was filled with fury, and resolved Oil 
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ad.!'Dinistering to the- rebels a terrible cbastisetnent. 
'His revenge,· however, was prevented by his iown 
death. He was journeying one day within sight of his 
castle of Hapsburg with his nephew John, whom,' he 
bad deprived of it, and some Swabian knights, when he 
crossed the river Reuss, and was separated from hjs 
retinue. John 'ol Swabia, his nephew, and three 
others, all in the plot, were with him; No sooner 
had he stepped out o( the ferry-boat, than, at a word 
from John, one o( the knights clove the emperor's 
skull with an axe. The retainers on the further 
bank, terrified,· took to' Oight, leaving their dying 
master to breathe his last in the amis o( a poor 
peasant girl who ,happened to pass. 

• A peasant' girl that royal head upoa her bosom laid, 
And, thrmking aot for "oman'• dread, the face of death su"eyed. ' 
Alone ehe sate, From hill and wood, low eank the mournful suo; 
Fast gushed the fount of noble blood. Treason his worst had done. 
W ath her long hair she vainly preued the wounds, to staunch the tide. 
Unknown, on that meek humble breast, imperial Albert died.'" 

A direful ven~eance was wreaked by the children 
oC the ,murdered monarch; not, however, upon the 
murderers, for, with one exception, they had escaped, 
but upon their families, relations, and friends; and 
one thousand victims are believed to have expiated, 
with their lives, a crime p£ which they were totally 
innocent. 'Agnes, Queen of Hungary, daughter of 
Albert, and heir to his gloomy. cruel 'spirit, is said to 
have pres,ided at the executions. When sixty-three 
unfortunate ffii!O were butchered before her, •• Hah!" 
she exclaimed, •• now I bathe in May-dew ! " AI. 
though this is asserted by most historians, yet we 
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are glad to say that recent investigations by Swiss 
historians bave completely disproved the part of 
Agnes in the tragedy, and we are rejoiced to think 
that such a stain -does not rest on the character of 
the queen. 

The Swiss remained resolute in their determina
tion not to become serfs of the House of Hapsburg. 
Leopold of Austria, six years after his father's death, 
marched an army against them, but was completely 
defeated at Morgarten. Still more disastrous was 
the defeat of Leopold's grandson, Leopold III., at 
Sempach, in 1386. But it took another battle, 
nearly a hundred years later-that. of Morat, in 
1476-to prove to the world that the time of fighting 
in armour on horseback was over; that men on foot, 
lightly armed, were more than a match for knights 
clothed in steel. The weight. of a charge of ar. 
moured men was great, but a knight, once dis. 
mounted and thrown down, lay like a log on the 
ground, unable to raise himself. Although the 
Swiss had proved their power to maintain their inde. 
pendence, it was not till the peace of west ph alia, in 
1648, that Switzerland was finally and fully separ .. 
ated from the German Empire. · · 



XXVII. 

1HE GOLDEN BULL 

(•347-•437·) 

ON the death of Albert, the prin~es of Germany 
resolved again to commit the same blunder that 
they had made in electing Rudolph of Hapsburg, 
that is, to choose a petty noble and exalt him to be 
emperor. The little counts of Hapsburg had man
aged pretty well to enrich themselves, and make 
themselves very powerful. The choice fell now on 
Henry, Count of Luxemburg, a gallant knight, but 
that was all. He at once married his son J obn to 
Elizabeth, daughter and heiress of \V enceslas, King 
ol Bohemia. , , The usual fatal attraction of Italy 
drew Henry VII. over the Alps. Brescia stood out 
against him, and his b.rother' fell under the walls. 
Then II enry vowed he would· cut off the noses of 
all the men in Brescia when he took the town; but 
plague broke out among his troops, whilst famine 
ravaged the besieged. Then a compromise was 
agreed to. Brescia would open her gates, and 
Henry would content himself with knocking off the 
noses of all the male statues in the city. Shortly 
after he was poisoned, whilst unsuccessfullr besieg
ing Siena. On his death, in 1313, di<icord broke out 
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in Germany. One party ~lected Louis the Bavariatl', 
the other chose Fred'erick of Austria, son of Albert 
I. Louis \>elonged to the Wittelsbach family, 
which had got the duchy of Bavaria. after the ex
pulsion of .the Welfs. . As neither would withdraw 
his claims, a long and tedious COJ!test ensued, that 

FOlTIPIID CAMP (15TH CENTURY), 
(From a contemporary Chronicle.) 

rasted eight years, till at Mtihldorf Frederick was 
defeated and taken and imprisoned. I I is imprison
ment, however, did not bring peace, for his brothers 
continued the contest. Then Louis went to him 
in his prison, and Frederick promised that he would 
resign his pretensions, and, if he were unable to 
bring his brothers to agree to this, that he would 
return to prison. On these terms Louis set him 
free. At the instigation of the Pope, who dreaded 
the power of the Bavarian, Leopold, brother of 



TilE GOLDEN BULL 

Frederick, refused submission to the compact. 
Thereupon Frederick honorably returned to CclJ>

tivity. Louis was touched by his integrity. He 
received him with affection and agreed to divide the 
realm with him. Thenceforth they reigned together, 
united with such cordial affection that they ate at 
the same table and slept in the same bed. Frederick 
died in 1330, and Louis. in 1347· Then Charles 
IV., o£ Luxemburg, King of Bohemia, grandson of 
Henry VII., was elected. From him comes the so
called Golden Dull (1356). This takes its name 
from a golden seal (bulla) appended to the deed. 

The Golden Bull was issued to determine who were 
to elect the emperors, and reduced the number of 
electors to seven-the archbishops of Mainz, Cologne, 
Treves, and the temporal princes of Bohemia, Bran
denburg, Saxony, and the Palatine of the Rhine
the King of Bohemia as butler, the Palatine as sewer, 
the Duke of Saxony as marshall, and the Margrave 
of Brandenburg as chamberlain. Frankfort was ap
pointed as the place where elect_ions were to take 
place, and Aix ao; the place where the emperors were 
to be crowned. Sometimes you may see in muse· 
urns, sometimes in old curiosity-shops, metal plates of 
ancient German casting, with a circle in the middle, 
in which is seated a figure or the emperor, and 
round the rim seven medallions, in each of which is 
a figure representing an elector. The idea was, that 
as the sun was the centre of a system of seven plan· 
ets, so should the German emperor, the sun of the 
earthly system, be the centre o( a political planetary 
world, of which the'>e seven electors were to be the 
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(From an illuminated Manuscript of Baldwin of Luxemburg.) 
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great luminaries. Ch;ules hoped by this means to se· 
cure the imperial crown to his owg family. He had 
already got the crown of Bohemia,' an~ he. was aim
~ng to get hold of. Brandenburg. He considered 
the Palatine of the Rhine easily managed. He was 
a shrewd man, and was the first to see the dangr.r 
Italy \\·as to the emperor, so he made no attempts 
to recover it for the empire, and he kept on good 
terms with the popea, who, thus relieved of anxiety 
for themselves, favored him. Charles did all in his 
power to aggrandize his family. He bribed the 
electors to choose his eldest son, Wenceslas, as his 
successor; he married his second sOn, Sigismund, to 
Mary, daughter of the King of Hungary and Poland, 
in the expectation of succeeding to those countries. 
Wenceslas, who followed his father, was, if not a 
madman, as little suited as one to be emperor. He 
was addicted to drunkenness and sports. At .. one 
moment he jested, at another burst into insane fits 
o( rage. The Germans thought him a fool ; the Bo
hemians regarded him as a maniac. As he coveted 
the possessions of the Bohemian nobles he invited 
them to meet him at Willamow, where he received 
them under a black tent that opened into two 
others, one white, the other red. The nobles were 
introduced one by one, and were required to cede 
their lands, and receive them back as fiefs of the 
crown. Those who consented were sent into the 
white tent~ where they were well feaste<l ; those "ho 
refused were dragged into the red tent and put to 
death. I Ie was surrounded by savage hounds, which 
accompanied him to the chase, and constantly at· 
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tended him. Of these the two largest shared his 
bedroom. Unc night his wife, Queen Joanna, a 
Ha\'arian princess, rose from her bed, when one of 

THK MARTYRDOM OF HUSS. 
(From a wood-cut at Pra~rue . ) 

the hounds sprang on her and so tore her that she 
died of the wounds. 

At last his uncles and brother Sigismund, con. 
scious of the ruin into which his crimes and follv 
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were hurrying tpe family,' seized hirn and imprisOned 
him <in a castle in Austria. · . 
. His brother Sigismund succeeded him, a vain, 

arrogant: 'and deceitful man. Under him the great 
council ~f c.,nstanc_c w,s held, and the Hussite wars 
began. 

Not only in the German Empire but throughout 
the whole Western Church the general disorder bad 
aB'ec.ted religion'; discipline :was relax~d, and abuses 
had crept in. Moreover, there were a~ the same 
time three opposition 'popes, and some countries 
recognized· one pope, some another, and othets 
again the third. Accordingly, a council of the 
Church was summoned to assemble at Constance to 
put an ~nd to these scandals. · To restore unity to 
the Church the Co1.1nci1 deposed all three popes and 
elected a new one, who took the title of l\lartin V. 
At this council appeared John Huss, a professor of 
the University of Prague, who ·had denounced the 
corruptions of the Church, and "·as bitterly opposed 
to the ,Church being endowed with temporal goods. 
This last ground embittered the bishops against him 
especially, and without a proper hearing, on the 
mos.t frivolous charges-such as that he bad main
tained the existence of four gods-he was con. 
demned and burnt. The flames of his pyre set Bo.. 
hernia i'n conflagration. H uss had strongly opposed 
the withdrawal of the: cup from the laity in com. 
munion, The cup was made the badge of the party 
ol Huss, which was called after it Calixtine. · The 
Bohemians armed, embroidered banners with a gold~ 
en cup, met in tents, where they celeb9ted. the 
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communion (,d distributed it in both kinds. Zis
ka" with the Flail," a man with one eye, put himself 
at their head, entered Prague, and flung the burgo
master and the councillors out of the windows of 
the town-hall, on the pikes and pitchforks of his 
followers. Frightful confusion followed. A party, 

JOHN, COUNT ZISKA, OF 'l'JlOCZNUW. 

(From liD engraving.) 

rr.ore extreme, separated from Ziska, and settled in 
an island of the Moldau. · The one-eyed leader of 
the Hussites fell on them and cut them to pieces, 
with the exception of two. The strife which had 
begun about communion in two kinds soon became 
one of Bohemian against German, and the country 
ran with blood. The imperial army was defeated. 
Ziska, at 'the head of his Hussites, burst into Ger-

n 
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many, besieged towns, stormed castles, and butch .. 
ered a'nd burned without compunction. At Brod 
he burned two hundred people in the church, .and 

.;. 

5CIN& FROM HUSSITK WARS. 
(From a CODii!mporarJ Chronicle.) 

an unfortunate man, who was secretary to the chap
ter at · Prague, had his flesh torn off, and he was 
then roasted in a tar barrel. . Saxony was wasted by 
the H ussites to the gates of Dresden. 



"SET FIRE TO THE Jl'ILLAGESL" 163 · 

The free imperial city of Altenburg fell into their 
bands. The citizens who were taken with arms 
were tortured to death. Men, women, and children 
were drawn into the blazinl{ cathedral and burnt by 
hundreds. The sick and infirm were thrown into 
fires made in the streets. "This is John Russ's 
wake.'' said the Bohemians. 11 Oh I " exclaimed one 
of the sufferers, "the Catholics burnt one goose 
(H uss, in Bohemian, means a goose) and you are 
giving us the same." 

The fairest regions of Germany, Bavaria, Fran
conia, as well as Saxony and Bohemia, were devas
tated, and the terror of the Calixtines surpassed that 
with which the Germans of old had regarded the 
Hungarian marauders. A splinter struck Ziska's 
remaining eye. Though blind, he still led his H uss
ites. On one occasion, having compelled his men 
to march day and night, they murmured, and said to 
him, 44 Although night and day be one to you, they 
are not so to us." 

" How ! you cannot see ! '' exclaimed Ziska, 11
• set 

fire to the villages and walk by the blaze they give." 
At last, in 1433, another council met at Basle, and 

~tt it communion in both kinds was granted to the 
Bohemians. Ziska was then dead. The country 
was worn out with war, and peace was proclaimed. 



XXVIII.· 

, A SLEEPY KING. 

(144o-:149J·) 

-'Tnt llapsburg or Austrian h.ouse ·succeeded that 
of Luxemburg, having recovered the imperial crown 
on the' death of Sigismund, and tlienceforth it re
mained in their family, almost exclusively, till the 
dissolution of the Gennan empire in 18o6. Albert 
II. reigned but one year. He 'was succeeded by 
Frederick III •. No emperor wore the c:rown so long 
as he, and none cared less for its duties than h~ 
He often feH. asleep whilst the most importaqt: 
affairs of the state ·were )>eing discussed, which 
acquired for him the nick-name of ,. Emperor Night-· 
cap.'• . The robber-knights began again their dep
redations, quarrelled with and fought each other, 
as If there were no emperor above them .to keep 
order in Germany. Huge bands of robbers swept 
the country, and Frederick bought them off. · His 
discontented citizens of Vienna besieged him In his 
own palace. lie bad an adviser, Caspar Schlick, 
whose only idea of policy was to patch up fl. com
promise and put off settling. difficult matters to a 
future day. Indeed-, one may ~ay that Schlick's 
doctrine was composed of two maxims,~· Never do 
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to-day what can be done to-morrow," and .. Never 
do yourself what can be left to be done by an. 
other ... This was just what suited Emperor Night. 
cap. 

The peasants of the Rhretian Alps asserted 
their independence, and formed a confederacy de. 
nominated the Grey-Band, from the grey frocks 
worn b)' the peasants, and this has given name to 
the canton of Grisons, or Graubunden. Their exam
ple was followed by Zurich and Schwyz. As the 
emperor was too lazy to take the field himself he 
invited a body of French mercenaries, called the 
Armagnacs, to invade Switzerland ; but though 
they killed fifteen thousand brave Swiss they lost so 
many of their own men that they retired dispirited. 

On the south-east the Turks threatened Gel" 
many. They created havock' in Hungary, and en· 
tered and devastated Austria ; but Frederick did 
nothing to repel them. He amused himself in his 
garden, picking caterpillars out of his roses and 
catching slugs with buttered 'cabbage leaves, and 1et 
the Turks destroy the villages and harvests of his 
people. 

At last an Italian friar, S. John Capistran, put 
himself at the head· of three thousand peasants, 
armed with flails and pitchforks, and fell on the 
Turkish host which was besieging Belgrade, when 
the town was hardly able to hold out another day. 
At the head of the peasants he routed the Turks 
and relieved the city. 

The Hungarians gave themselves a valiant king, 
John Hunyadi, and his son Matthias: and the 
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' ' 
Bohemians placed themselves under the gallant 
George of Podjebtad. But this did not trouble 
Frederick ; the los's of two kingdoms was nothing to 
him. \ · ~ ~ , 

His indolence so exasperated his ·wife Eleanor, 
that she said to her son, Maximilian, one day in a 
fit of impatience, u Ori my word, i£ I thought you 
would be like your father, I should be ashamed of 
being the mother of such a king! " • 

Fritz the PaJatine also rebelled against the em. 
peror, and built a towe_r to his castle at Heidelberg, 
which he named Flout Kaiser (Trutz Kaiser), as a 
mark of insolence to Frederick. The Margrave of 
_Baden· and the _Duk~ of Wittemberg, however, 
marched against him, ; and, to devastate the har-
vests of the Palatinate more completely, tied 
branches or trees to ~their horses' tails as they 
rode among the wheat. . The enraged peasants rose 
to a 'm·an and helped Fritz; he beilt the imperial 
army and took the duke and margrave prisoners.. He 
gave them a sumptuous entertainment, but placed 
no bread on the table; The prisoner-guests asked 
to have a little bread with their meat. "Very 
sorry there is none;" answered Fritz, "but you have 
spoiled all the corn, and ~o must do without.'' ' · 

, Frederick was too lazy to put his hands to the 
doors, tum the handles, and open them. He went 
up to them with his· bands in his pockets and 

·kicked at the doors till: some one came to open 
them, or he burst them in: He hurt his foot one 
day by so doing, and as mortification threatened, 
the Eurgeons cut off his foot .. •• Ah, me," said Fred-

' . 
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·erick, "a healthy boor is better than a. sick em-f 
peror." i ·, . 

Fortunately for Germany, his son Maximilian was 
the reyerse of his father in 1 tv.erything. He was 
full ol energy, intelligence, and with a noble heart. 

For once a good idea came into the dun bead ol 
Frederick ; but perhaps it was not his idea, his wife 
may have thought of it. 'This was the idea, ~o get 
!he sweet young princess, Mary of Burgundy, the 
only child of the duke, as•,wife for the gallant 
young prince. Maximilian was the handsomest man 
of his time; he had. bright, honest eyes, full of life. 
and long, fair, silky hair that fell over his shoulders. 
His nose was aquilint. 1£. his face had a fault it 
was in the long lower lip, which he inheritec! from 
his father, and which is called the Hapsburg lip. 
You see it in the pictures of most of the princes and 
emperors of that house. Perhaps you have; been 
so fortunate aslo see Albert DUrer's ~ngraved por· 
trait of the· Emperor Maximilian, or to have seen 
his figure in bronze on the. great tomb he erected 
for himself at Innsbruck. These likenesses were 
taken when he was much. older, but we can see 
from them what a royal and noble· face •he had. 
Also, Mary of Burgundy was very lovely. She was 
as good a: she was. beautiful. She was, moreover, 
heiress to nll Burgundy and the Netherlands. _ The 
young Max went to Ghent ·to meet her. He 
rode into the town with a wreath of flowers over his • 
long (air hair, with pearls twisted with the· flowers, 
dressed in a suit of silver armour richly enamelled 
with gold, mounted on a 5ne bay horse. Mary 



MAXIMILIAN AND llRlDE, MARY OF BURGUNDY, 

(From a Drawing in the Nurewbc=rg Museum.) 
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came to meet him, on a white horse wtth silver 
trappings. When they met in the street of Ghent 
both dtsmounted, and whilst the bells of the town 
hall and the churches rang, and the people cheered 
and waved their caps, the beautiful young prince 
and princess met and kissed each other. They 
were married in 1477, when 1\lax was only eighteen. 
Unfortunately, a very few years later, in 1482, poor 
Mary was hurt by a fall from her horse when hunt· 
ing, and died of her injuries, in the bloom of life, 
but not till she had borne him a son, J>hilip, after
wards Philip I. of Spain. 

The death of Mary was the signal for a revolt 
in the Netherlands. The Flemings refused submis· 
sion to the Hapsburgs, and seized the person of 
the little Philip, whom they alone recogn;zed as 
Mary's successor. A revolt broke out at Bruges, 
where Maximilian was taken prisoner by the citi· 
zens and shut ¥P in the castle. His jester formed 
a scheme for his liberation ; he provided horses for 
flight, and a rope-ladder, by which Max might de· 
sccnd from the window of his prison. Then the 
jester plunged into the canal which encircled the 
castle, to swim across. But the town kept swans 
in the moat, and when these swans saw the man 
swimming, they rushed at him with their great 
flapping wings and beaks, and so beat and pinched 
and frightened the poor fellow that he made the 
best of his retreat. 

Max was kept a prisoner for four months, and 
was only set at liberty when he took a solemn 
oath not to chastise the citizens for having held 
him in bonds. 
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XXIX. 

BETWEEY TilE OLD AND THE NEW. 

(1493-1518.) 

IF ever you get a chance of seeing Hans Burgk· 
mair's .. Triumph of Maximilian," look well and 
patiently at the series of 135 wood-cuts. It rep
resents the procession of the emperor after the 
Cashion of an old Roman imperial triumph, "ith 
groups of figures depicting the different e\•ents of 
his rei~. This was the idea of Max himself, \\ ho · 
was filled with the old craze that he was the rep
resentative o£ the Cresars, the head of the earthly 
power, as the Pope was the head of ,the spiritual 
power. Before you hear the history of the reign of 
Maximilian you must be told something about 
the set of pictures illustrative of his reign. Hans 
Burgkmair was ordered to make a series of draw
ings personifying the life, endeavours, and fame of 
the emperor; glorifying his wars, conquests, and 
alliances, and giving testimony to the splendours of 
the Holy Roman empire, and the far extended 
possessions of the House of Hapsburg. Burgkmair 
begalt his work by making a· seriec:; of miniature 
paintings on parchment, to the number of 10<). 

Each of these was to be reproduced in two wood-
I7l 
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cuts, so that the work, when completed, would have 
made 218 plates. However, \\hen the wood en· 
gravmg was begun, the artist touched up and 
improved his designs, so that the engravings are 
not exactly like the miniatures. The latter are all 
preserved in Vienna. The work was begun in 
1516, and was stopped forever by the death of the 
emperor in 1 S 19. Only a few proof copies had 
been struck off when the wood blocks, no one knows 
how or why, were dispersed. The few copies of 
the engravings were become very rare and fetched_ 
large prices, when some forty of the wood blocks 
were discovered in the castle of Ambras, near 
Innsbruck, and then ninety-six more were found in 
the Jesuit College at Gratz, in Styria. Thus 135 of 
the blocks have been recovered, but all search for 
the remainder has been in vain. In the year I 79'6 a 
few copies were printed fi:om the original wood 
blocks, and may still be had, but ;1t a high cost. 
One or two of the plates have, however, been re-' 
produced of late years. Perhaps the most beautiful 
of the groups is that of the three standard-bearers, 
three knights in armour, bearing the banners of 
the Archduchy of Austria, a white (esse on a red 
field, of the Margraves with eagles, and of Styria 
with a panther. The faces of the knights are noble 
and beautiful, and we can get an idea from them of 
what good and generous knights were in those 
days. Another plate represents a princess on' 
horseback, attended by ladies, and the bridle held 
by gentlemen with laurel wreaths round their 
heads. It is supposed that the princess is Mary 
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o£ Burgundy, and,. if so, we can tlnderstand how 
. Max loved her, and all his life long thought of her. 
The figure' is graceful, and the face simple· and 

· s~eet. Her hair is done up in a silk net, o~ cap, over 
which is a golden crown, but little, light ringlets 
curl do"·n from her brow on either side of her, 
lovely face. She wears three gorgeous necklaces, 
very wide, made of plates of gold set with jewels, 
and so fitted as. to set, one round the throat, the 
next over the bosom, and the ·third over the ~houJ.. 
ders. · She wears white linen sleeves gathered in ' 
twice between the shoulder and elbow, Her skirt 
is of the most superb silk and gold brocade. repre· 
sentlng pomegranates jn ~he leaf, and bursting 
fruit and flower. The caparison of the horse is of 
red velvet, embroidered with gold pomegran-; 
ates, · and over the saddle is cast a mantle of~ 
'ermine. The gentlemen leading her white horse t 

have magnificent chains round their necks, and 
ermine tippets, short cloaks, and tunics richly em~ 
broidered.· They are both shown turning their 
heads and looking, back and up at the lovely girl· 
ish face,. as if 'that was the thing best worth see-
ing in the whole procession. , • _ . · 

Maximilian married a · second time )3ianca 
Sforza, daughter oC the_ Duke of Milan. but not' 
till twelve years alte~ the death' of hi~ dear Mary 
oE Burgundy. He never really loved Bianca, who · 
was a cold, hard woman, very proud, and without ' 
grace of mind or of disposition. ' 

Maximilian stands as a'boundary stone between 
the old and the. new, betwee~ the medi:eval and ... 
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the modem times. He was brave and noble as a 
perfect knight, the pattern of chivalry, and he had 
an eager anq active mind, a love of what is beau~ 
tiful and what is good. He tried to improve what 
was bad and decaying, and he would have done 
more had the power been his to do s~, but the em
pire was a magnificent sham. His father's weakn~ss,. 
the gro)>Ving power of the vassals, the hostility of 
the popes had broken its strength, and he was 
hampered throughout his reign by his want of 
means to carry out those schemes which he planned 
for the good of the country. Even his enemies 
acknowledged ~is virtues and ability. Once when 
a courtier in the presence of Louis XI. of France 
sneered at the emperor, and call~d him " the Bur. 
gomaster of Augsburg," Louis, who was the bitter 
foe of Maximilian, answered, "You fool, to scoff at 
Max! Do you not know that when this burgo
master pulls the bell all Germany aprings to arms, 
and France trembles?" In order to put an end to 
the incessant quarrels which went on between the. 
little princes and nobles, in 1495, at a diet or par· 
Jiament at Worms, the emperor made a law that 
no m~n should be suffered to redress his wrongs, 
real or imaginary, by violence i if he had a com
plaint against another, ·he must bring it before the 
imperial courts. In order to improve' the admin. 
istration of justice the empire was divided into 
ten districts, or circles,-Swabia, Bavaria, Franconia, 
the Upper Rhine, Westphalia, Lower Saxony, Aus• 
tria, Durgundy, the Rhenish Electorate, and Upper 
Saxony. Maximilian wanted to organize and gov. 
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em th.: empire through these division!!; but was so 
· opposed that h~ was unable to carry out his idea. 

Under him the post was first arranged. An ltal· 
ian, Count de Ia Torre, was at his court, and he was 
entrusted with the organization of a postal system. 
This was gradually perfected, and· was left under 
the control of tht: family which originated it, and 
which became princely, and was entitled Tum und 
Taxis. I£ you look through a collection of postal 
stamps you will see that the early German stamps 
beat the "Tum u. Taxis •• and the arms of that 
family on them ; and t~e family only .lost th·e post-

. office in 1"-te times, bit by bit; the last control 
. was taken from them in 1866.. . 

To manage the post-office in the empire was no 
easy task, as all the little princes and petty states 
and free towns had to be brought to agreement. 
The road! had to be put in order, post-horses pro
vided in relays ilong them, and the post-messengers 
had to be protected from robbers. As the -empire 
comprised two thousand independent territories the 
Turn and Taxis family had enough to do. A great 
debt of gratitude is owed them by Germany, but 
the postal monopoly enriched them. They now 
possess large estates and several palaces from the 
profit of the post.office, which they held for three 
hundred years. · 

The great enemies of Germany at this time were 
the Turks, the French, and the Pope. The Turks 
were a constant menace, and the emperor "'as 
obliged to call the princes together separately, and 
entreat for men and money wherewith to oppose 
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them. But they did not care ; they thought that 'it 
was a long way from Constantinople to West Ger.: 
many,' and ·there was all Hungary and Austria 
between.: The French· king wd jeal.ous .'o£ the 
emperor beca"!se he had got hold of Burgundy, so 
that Maximilian had foes on his east and west. 
Moreover, Italy was disturbed, and· he had to enter 
that with a small army-he was unable to scrape 
together a large one. The French had overrun the 
North of Italy, and bad carried off ferdinand, King 

..,or Naples, in chains; but Maximilian could do noth·. 
ing to oppose France.· 

The popes, moreover, were draining Germa"ny of 
money, and they kept thct empire weak by embroil
Ing it · witb other kingdoms, and by stirring up 
discord within it. · · 

Maximilian had the happiness to unite his son 
Philip to Joanna; the· ~aughter of Ferdinand and 
Isabella of Spain, heiress of all ~pain, and of 
the newly-discovered continent of America •. More .. 
over, by agreement, the kingdoms oC Hungary and 
Bohemia were re-united under the House o£ Haps
burg. Thus it did seem likely that the empire would 
fulfil its dream and become a world..wide sover~ 
eignty, embraeing all Germany, the Netherlands, 
Burgundy, Italy, Spain, and ·America, . This was 
flattering to the ambition oi the emperor, who did 
not see that it was really so~ing the seeds o£ ruin 
for the empire and for his own house. When a man 
has a small capital he can manage a small farm, but, 
if he is ambitious, and tri~!!. to secure three and 
even four farms in the hopes of prospering on 

u 
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th em, when he has not the means of properly culti
vat ing them, it is pretty certain that he will soon be 
bankrupt. Now this is precisely what the Haps· 
burgs were doing. Instead of contracting their 
ambition within their means, and trying to farm 
Germany well , they took on all these other farm s, 
which they could not upervise , and which drained 
their money away, exhau ted their energies, and 
distracted their attention. 

KIHC JOHN o•· BOHEMIA. 

I From his seal.) 



XXX. 

MEN BEGIN TO PRINT BOOKS. 

BooK~ had hitherto been written with the hand, 
and this made them very costly. They were writ-..... 
ten on parchment, on waxed tables, or on papyrus. 
At last a German, at the beg,inning of the 14th cent. 
ury, discovered how to make paper out of linen 
rags. If you hold paper sheets to the light you will 
see that there are peculiar marks on them, called 
water-marks · these were originally the badges of 
the makers. The very earliest of these marks is a 
circle v.ith a cross on it, and was adllpted by the 
first inventor in 1301. Many of the water-marks 
are the badges of noble families, whose tenants 
made the paper. Thus the letters P and Y, some
times sepc~rate and sometimes conjoined, are the 
initials of Philip the Go-od, Duke of Burgundy, and 
his wife, Isabella of Portugal. Other symbols are 
the fleur-de-lys, the unicorn and the anchor. 
Fools' cap paper is so called because paper of that 
size was originally marked with a jester's cap and 
bells, and post paper takes its name from a bugle 
which was in use as a water-mark on paper of 
this size by the manufacturers from 1370. It some. 
times appears on a shield, and in the 17th century 
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is sunnounted by a ducal coronet, in which form it 
is still u.Sed on ordinary writing paper. . · . 
' The first paper factori.es in Germany were between 
Cologn~ and Mainz, .about the yeat JJ20. In 
Nuremberg a factory worked by water-power was 
established In 139'\ which was quite' novelty. 

Printing was discovered by John Gutenberg in· 
1436. Already wood-cut pictures, and tven written 
sentences, had been printed, but no one had thought 

· of making movable letters. At first the paper 
was pressed down ori the engraved block, and. 
printed on one Side. The outlines only of figures 
were printed, and then they were painted in by hand •. 
At last John Gensfteisch, of Sulgeloch, ·known as 
Gutenberg, whJch was the maiden name of his 

· mother, saw how much better it would be to have 
· movable types. As he was a poor man he went to 

a rich ·goldsmith, John Fust, of Mainz, and 'to Peter 
Schofl'd, a p~ofessional copyist, of Gernsheim. to 
get help. · Schofl'er drew and wrote beautifully, and 
he was to design the )etters, and Fust was to 
find the money· for casting them. They also· 
invented printers' ink, and i.ri 14S7 issued the first 
printed book, the Latin psalter, and five yean later 
the.first printed Bible. . Fust-behaved very badly 
to the inventor ••. Ai loon as he had the secret, and 

· saw that the experiments were likely to be succeSS". 
· ful, he asked Gutenberg to pay him back the money 
he had advanced him, and when .he was unable to . 
do this brought an action against_him, and seized. 
his printing-press ana blocks. roor Gutenberg was . . ~ . ' . . 
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forced to leave Mainz, and then Fust and Schaffer 
finished printing the Bible without him. The 
rapidity with which copies were turned out of the 
press, the exact resemblance one bore to another, 
created astonishment and suspicion, so that it was 
reported that Fust was in league with the Devil, 
who helped him to multiply· copies oi the Bible. 
Thus came about the story of John Faust, who sold 
himself to the Devil for wealth, a story which was 
afterwards used by the greatest of German poets 
as the foundation of the greatest of German 
1>oems. 



xxxt. 
A GREAT STIR' IN THE CHURCH. 

ABOUT this time began that first crack or ichism 
in the Church, which, after a little while, spread and 
separated a large part of Christendom from th~ 

. Catholic Church. This large part that separated 
itself was called Protestant, whilst that part which 
remained was called Catholic. This schism arose 
because there was great cause• of discontent with 
the conduct of the popes, and this discontent was 

. well founded. · · · 
At last the Germans had come to see that the 

Pope was the enemy to their national unity. But 
· the popes were only so because they dreaded the 

power ol the emperors, who claimed to be kings of 
Naples and Sicily,...:.and so had a claw cutting into 

·the popes from the South,-and also to be kings of 
Lombardy and Rome, and so drove a long sharp 
claw into their hearts over the Alps from the North' 
They did nqt want to be made the domestic 'chap· 
lains or the emperors; so they worked against them 
with might and main ; and as Germany was a very 
loosely compacted state, where every prince set up 
to be independent, and many of the bishops and 
some abbots were sovereign princes also, the popes 
were able to stir up. confusion. in Germany wi.th the 
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greatest ease. The archbishops tnd bishops ·had 
been made sovereigns by Charles the Great, in the 
hope that they would help the emperor against 
the other princes; but instead of that they were 
always ready at the call ol the Pope to head o'ppo
sition agaipst the emperor. :rhe archbishops of 
Cologne and Mainz,. of Tr~ves and Salzburg, the 
bishops of Wurzburg, Eichstadt, Mfinster, Pader. 
born, Bamberg, etc., the abbots of Fulda, Berchtes
gaden, etc., were all independent sovereigns, owing . 
very 'Slight obedience to the emperor, and th~ em-. 
pire was reduced to little more than a high~sound
.ing name, without cohesion. ·The emperor. was 
head of the state, but the members moved inde .. 
pendently of the head. Th~ condition had become 
intolerable. Law, order,: everything was in confu. 
sion, and suddenly Germany woke to see its misery 
and resolve to bring it to an end, and, to begin, it 
determined to have done with the interference of 
the Pope, and to get rid of the :rchbishops and 
bishops and abbots who acted as his henchmen. 

It happened at this time that the Pope was in 
want of money wherewith to build St. Peter's 
Church at Rome, which he desired to make the 
most magnificen~ cathedral in the world, as became 
the Mother Church of Christendom. He set about 
it by the sale of indulgences, These were farmed 
out to certain men, who went through Christendom 
disposing of them. In Germany appeared a Do. 
minican friar, Tetzel by ·name,. who sold them· in, 
great quantities, and was unscrupulous in the waJ 
In which he did it, trading on the ignorance and . . ' 
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c;edulity of the people, to the great scandal of 
right-feeling men. You must understand what 
indulgences really v.ere, because a great deal has 
been said about them which is not true. Accord
ing to Catholic teaching, when· a man does that· 
which is wrong two results follow: he becomes 
guilty in the sight of God, and he incurs conse
quences to himself that are painful: For instance, 
if you were to become drunk, you would incur sin 
and suffering, the suffering being a headache._ Now 
the Catholic Church taught that all sin entailed 
suffering, and that however much the guilt might 
be put away, the suffering remained to be gone 
through in this life or in the next. The Church 
taught that the guilt was expiated by true repent
ance, which is made up of three parts, contrition, 
confession, and amendment. But though a man 
might be restored to God's favor by repentance he 
was not let off the chastisement.· The.popes claimed 
the power of remitting the suffering consequent on 
sin, and indulgences were releases from these c;onse. 
quences: but they were only granted conditionally 
on true repentance, and this condition was always 
printed or written on them. Now. it is easy to see 
what use unscrupulous men would make of these, 
and it was a startling thing to see the popes ~laim. 
ing to grant them. · ' 

A Wittenberg monk,· na.med · Martin Luther, 
wrote to the Archbishop of Mainz to complain of 
the harm done to ignorant people by the sale of in. 
dulgences, and then he fastened up to the door of 
the castle church at Wittenberg ninety-five theses, 
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or reasons against indulgences, which he declared 
he was ready to maintain in di~putatio~. 

This was the beginning of the great strife which 
speedily involved all Western Christendom 

LUTHI!.L 

(From a Miniature by Luc:u von Crallal:h.) 

But this was not all. Luther propourtded a new 
doctrine, which was like a little packet of dynamite: 
wherever it was dropped it blew to pieces the 
whole structure of Catholicism. You will never 
really understand what the Reformation was unless 
you get hold oftthis. 

Hitherto, the Catholic Church had taught that no 
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man could be ctrlain of pardon for hi~ si~s. of b~
ing justified before God, and of eternal s;uvation. 
Everything was conditional. . A man was pardon~d 
his sins 'if he was truly sorry, if he confe~sed them, 
and if he did his utmost to make 'amends for the 
wrong done. Justification was the becoming per· 
fectly good and pleasing to God, and man was to aim 
at this all through life, with hard struggle, helped 
by divine grace, and the sacraments were the 
means whereby divine help was given him to push 
on. to perfection. · So this, also,. was conditional. 
Lastly, 11alvation was certain to none without final 
perseve~ance. Now, Martin Luther was a very 

· eager, anxious-minded man, and he tould not be 
happy. unless he were quite certain of pardon, justi .. 
fication, and salvation. He suffered great distress 
of mind, through fear of falling short and losing 
heaven, knowing himsel~ to be 'a man of violent 
passions. All at onc.,e a new idea etruck him; which 
made all easy and secure. · If a man felt that he 
was pardoned, justified, and saved, then the certain
ty was his. To this feeling of assurance that all 
was right he gave the name of faith, and called the 
change from. a state of uncertainty to one o£ · confi
dence,-justification by faith. No more condi
tions were required, no more chance of fall' re. 
maintd. Thi• doctrine made immense way~ it was 
seized with eagerness. Of course it did away, in. 
evitably, with sacraments and with the priesthood, 
lor help is no more needed by those who are secure; 
but Luther did not follow this to its legitimate con. 
elusion. If. sacraments and priests were n.Q more• 
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needed then bishops were also unnecessary; and 
here the very thing was {ound which "Would enable 
the Germans to get rid of the b~shops. That 
the bishops were ~r any gc;>od might well be doubted 
in termany, where they lived in royal state ... and 
neglected their spiritual duties or devolved them on 
others.. · IC ever you go up the Rhine, look into the 
Cathedral of Mainz; There, along the red sand .. 
stone pillars, you will see the monuments of the 
dead archbishops. . They are represented on them 
clothed in armour, with spurs on their heels. holding 
a sword in one hand and a shepherd's crook in the 
other. On their heads they wear mitres surrounded 
by crowns., These tombstones give you an idea 
'of what the. archbishops were, ln realit~: secular 
princes, at home on horseback, clad in mail, and 
with only so much of the religious character about 
them that . .they bore the title and wore the insignia 
of spiritual priaces. ·Now the Germans, knowing 
'bishops sue~ as these, only said with reason, What 
a· farce this is! .. These men. are not pastors over 
their tlocks, they are kings' masquerading as bishops: 
Away with them! We have too many sovereigns. 
already in Germany! · 

\. 
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WAU.ED ClTlES ANI) THEil JMPOlTANCE. . ~ . :' 
ITwu only about the beginping of the 15th cent.~ 

ary that the cities of Germany rose to great jpl. 
p.ortance, and became remarkable for their stately 
buildings, for their wealth and influence. · · 
. They were all enclosed within walls, with a 'moat· 

su~undin~ the walls. ·At intervals in the ring 
were towers of various shapes. ln~eed, the fancy' 
was indulged of JI18.king all different, so as to add to 
the beauty o( the appearance of the ·town. Very 
few of the great German towns remain walled in 
with their towers, but some have these ornaments 
intact. Ratisbon had _fifteen towers, variously 
capped, making the distant view of the city a vision 
of beauty, All have been pulled down but one, 

At the beginning of the 13th c~ntury the houses 
were all ·built of wood and plaster, and thatched 
with straw. But such fires ensued, consuming.large 
parts of the towns, that the inhabitants were driven· 

. to build of better material, and to use tile or slate 
instead of thatch. Nevertheless, a good many old 
timber and plaster houses remain. . Indeed, even the 
castles we~e only partly built of stone;. they were to 
a large extent composed of buildings of more per.· 
ishable materiaL A little way, up a tributary of the 
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Moselle is an old castle, Schloss Elz. · It is one ot 
the few castles that has escaped being destroyed. 
It has its tower of stone and walls of stone, but the 
principal buildings for the inmates, hall of banquet 

4 GOWAN CITY IN ·I)I'H CI.JIITUlY. 
(P'roaa a Pencil Skeldl io lhe Library at E.rlangen). 

and bedrooms, are of black timber with plaster fill
.ings. 

At first, in the towns, only the churches and town· 
halls and other public buildings were of stone, but 
in the beginning of the I 5th century the patricians-
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that is, the ruling families and merchants, who were 
very wealthy-began to build themselves handsome 
stone houses. Even in such an important place as 
Frankfort-on-the-Main nearly all the houses, down 
to the end of the 14th century, were of combustible 
materials, and were without chimneys, the smoke 
escaping through a hole in the roof. The streets of 
Paris were paved in 1 I8i# but though some at. 
tempts at paving were made in Germany in the X 3th 
and 14th centuries, it was not till later that they 
were systematically paved. Passengers picked 
their way in the mud as best they might. In the life 
of S. Elizabeth, the Landgravine of Thuringia, wE' 

read of how, as she was thus trying to get along a 
street in Eisenach, a rucle woman pushed her off 
the stepping-stone on which she had lighted, and 
she fell down into the black slough and was 
splashed from head to foot. 

There were not many windows fill~d with glass 
before the I sth century. Even at Zurich, where 
the town-hall was built in 1402, the windows were 
filled with oiled linen strained to frames. In Zurich 
the first fountain was erected in 1430, and this is 
about the date of most of the fountains that deco
rate so many of the German towns. The houses in 
the towns '\\ere very different in plan from old 
English houses. Let me tell you what I saw one 
summtr's day at Villingen, in the Black Forest. 
This is a walied town, the walls nearly perfect, with 
all the towers standing, but with the water let out 
of the moat, which is turned into gardens. When 
I V\!>ited the place it was at the time of hay har· 
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vest, and wains laden with hay were coming into the 
town. The old houses have very steep roofs, ~nd 
the gables are towards the street, with a large door 

. in the attic, and a crane. over it. The chain from' 
this contrivance was run down and the bundles of 
hay were raised ·and piled up in the· garret o( the 
house, which served as a great hay store.· Later, 
the com would be bro~ht in, and the flax, and 
stored away in the same place. The' roo( of the 
house formed the barn. Then the cows and horses 
were driven into the ground floor rooms-they were. 
really stables, vaulted with stone, and to enter the 
house where the people lived one had to ascend steps. 
As the citizens of a small town were lando\\ ners and 
farmers they thus made their houses compact (arm 
dwellings. . That was how they managed in small 
towns. In' large cities they u'.led the roof for stores 
of merchandise and the basement for shops. 
\Vhen you aseend the stairs you find in these old 
houses that there is a great deal of room given up 
to passage; and that this· passage is paved, and 
sometimes vaulted. It served as a place for the 
children to play in wet weather, a!'ld meals were , 
also taken in it when the company was . large. 
These corridors are called Lau!Jm. The ~ooms 
open out of these corridors and are compar~tively 
small. In old times, before fire-engines were in
vented, the only way by which fires could be ex
tinG'Jished was with pails. The. first fire brigade 
was established at Frankfort in 1439- and the first 
fire-engine ·used at Augsburg in 15 18.. : 

\Ve have many accounts from the 15th century 
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of. the ~ocial and architectural condition of' the 
Ge~man towns. N~rembcrg especially was regarded 
as the ideal of a beautiful medireval town, and to the 
present day, with its stepped gables, solar windows, 
comer turrets, and rich sculpture, it retains more 
'or its mediceval character than any other town. 
Italians, however,· declared that a more beautiful 
city than Cologne ~ould not be found, a verdict we 
in the present day would be far from endorsing. I~ 
is now a collection of hideous and vulgar houses 
su-rrounding many preciously beautiful churches. 
'l'he illustrious Frenchman, ~lontaigne, declared 
that Augsburg was more lovely than Paris. lEneas 
Silvius Piccolomini (afterwards Pope Pius II.) could 
not find terms in which to praise th~ ·wealth and 
splendour of the German cities. There is some exag
geration when he says," Where is a GertJWl inn at 
which silver plate is not used? What citizen woman 
-not necessarily noble-:..does not adora herself with 
gold ornaments?• Of Vienna he says: "The town 
lie.s in a crescent on the Danube; the city wall is 
5000 paces long and has double fortifications. l'he 
town proper lies like a palace in the centre of the 
suburbs, several of whiclt rival it in beauty and size. 
Nearly every house has something to show, some. 
thing remarkable in or about it. Each dwelling 
has its back court and front court, large halls and 
smaller. good winter apartments. The guest-rpoms 
are beautifully pa.nelled, richly furnished, and 
warmed with stoves. All windows are glazed ; 
some have painted glass, arid have iron-work guards 
against thieve.i. On the basement are lar&'e ~ellars 

•l 
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and vaults, whkh are devoted to apothecaries, ware
houses, .shops, and lodgings for strangers. In the 
halls many tame birds are kept, so- that in passing 
through the streets one hears- the .sounds' of a greeD 
pleasant forest. The market. places and streets' 
tee~ with life. Without reckoning the children and 
those unCter age there are so,ooo inhabitants and 
iCXXJ students. Enonnous is the c-ommerce of 
traders, and enormous the swris of money here 
earned and spent. The whole district round Vi.. 
enn~ is like one vast and beautiful garden covered 
with grapes and apples, and studded with the mo~t 
charming country houses.'' • · 

' There is, however, another side to the picture. 
iEneas Silvius ~ys: " By night and by day there is 
fighting in the streets. Sometimes the artisans are 
assailing the students, sometimes the court people 
are quarrelling with the citizens, and sometimes it is 
citizen wbo.has sword drawn against citizen. A 
festival rarely concludes without bl~odshed!' • 

You have heard ho}V poetry and romance flour. 
ished with the nobles. . The citizens did not cut. 
tivate these arts, they were too practical; but they 
produced chroni~les, and so~e of them were in 
verse. For instance, Gott(ried. Hagen, of Cologne, 
wrote a rhymed history of hi~ city between 125<>--
1270. Many of the large towns of Germany pro. 
duced their chroniclers, and it is needless to say of 
what importance their writings are to the historian. 

But if the cities did not cultivate poetry they 
nursed music. They all had their master-singer 
guilds, and on ~unday aft.emoons the performers 
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sang tn lhe town-bali or the churches..- Prizes were 
givcti_for th~ best co~positions~·. ·The ~Jghest' p~iz~ 
was a.represcntatiQ~ of King David playing on .the 
ha~ stamped on a gold sJ~te. ~~he others· co,nsistecf 
of wreaths of filigree. wire 'of gold ot: silvet. ·: This 
P«:rfonnanc•was tailed" school singing:• , Til~'" las~ 
~rfonnaicc-a~ Nuremberg·,\vas .in '17io; and ,the. 
very last of. all at Ulm in 183g. · ' · -' · · 
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HIGll. GERMAN AND LOW. 

GERllANY is not divided by ~eat riv~rs. It has, 
indeed, two main arteries, the Rhine and the Danube, 
the former flowing north, then west into the Ger. 
man Ocean, the latter flowing east into the Black Sb. 
The Rhine is a great main artery of trade, and 
always has been since Germany was civilized, from 
Mannheim to the mouth.. AboYe 1\lannheim the 
river is too rapid and too full of shifting rubble-beds 
to be safely navigated. The Dan•Jbe is only navi. 
gable below Linz. Above, it rushes at a pace so 
headlong tbat boats can \>e drawn against the stream 
only with infiaite labour. If you travel up or down 
the Rhine you pass numero4s villages and towns ; 
but the Danube, between Passau and Lim~, runs 
between great wooded hills, where scarce a village 
11pire, hardly a castle is to be seen. The Danube 
and the Rhine, though their sources are not so very 
far apart, and though the violence of their streams 
is con~iderable, were not connecting links of trade. 
Trade passed along roads rather than rivers, and 
the difficulty of navigation in the higher courses of 
the two great rivers did not tend to bring the pea. 
pies seated about them' into commercial, social. anu 
political unity. 

'. 
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Germany is· physically divided into two great • 
sections, ddtrmintd 6y tlroation. . If )'C"U had a 
raised map of Germany, marking the ·hills and 
plains, you would see that all the North of the coun. 
try is one vast ftat, and that the·. South is ele. 
vated. To the south are numerous chains o£ 
mountains, or rather hilb, and between these chains 
are elevated plateaus. The hill country of Germany 
is richer than the plain country. The latter is 

·mostly sandy, pebbly, boggy land. Moreover, the 
South is more blessed with a bright sky.· All over 
t~ ftat North land fogs from the cold B~ltic Sea roll 
and form a grey c~nopy.' The dreary plain, the dull 
sky, the ungra~eful soil have combined to make the 
North German less cheerful than the German of the 
South. Moreover, the conquering Saxons o£ th~ 
Northern plains found them peopled by plodding, 
sad, Sclavonic races. There is n certain difference 

· in ch~racteristic, therefore, between thct German of 
the high land and the German of' the . low land. 
Moreover, there is a difference in dialect. The low 
land German is .called Platt-Deutsch,-that is, ftat 
or Low-Dutch,-and the high land German is called 
Hoch-Deutsch, or High-Dutch. Dutch is Deutsch, 
that is, German. We call the inhabitants of Hot. 
land Dutdt, but thet belong to the Low German· 
race, and have no proper exclusive clainr to that 
designation, 

In medi<l!val times the literature was 'both high 
and low, according as the author of a book was a 
High ~erman or a Low German; but now.a-days 
the literary and spoken language of the nation is 
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·High German. Thig ca~e about, to a great extent 
through Luther's.. having been a High German, and 
having translated the Bible· into High German. 
There were earlier translations of the Bible than 
~hat of Luther. For instance, there was one by a 
.monk of Halle, Martin Von Beheim, a very good 
translation, which no doubt formed the ground-work 
of Luther's more modem version. But the Refor
mation caused the Bible to ·be much more read 
than previously, and its language became familiar in 
every household in Protestant Germany ; and this 
gave an. immense ~dvantage to High Germ{n. 
Moreover, at the period \\hen Oennan literature 
was taking its definite and final cast, the greatest 
writers issued from South Germany, so that now 
High German is alone recognized as the literary 
language. 

ln England there are many dialects, but no sin
gle dialect hes, in Hke manner, imposed on the rest 
and become the literary tongue. The court and 
aristocracy in England have, ever ~ince ihe court 
was Norman, had their own peculiar dialect. The 
dialect of English culture, and tlte literary language 
of the English people, is the languag~ of the upper 
class of society: whereas, in Grrmany, if is the Ian~ 
guage or the upper elevation of the soil which has 
mastered all classes, and made court and aristoc
racy submit to speak arid read in it as the sole dia
lect ~which is allowed to be regarded as literary. · 
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A MIGHTY EMPEROR. 

(1519"-1555·>-

CHARLES V., the giandson of Maximilian I., was 
tfte mightiest of the emperors since Charles the 
Great. He reigned over more lands than any other 
prince in Christendom: He was King, of Spah~, 
Naples, Sicily, Austria~ Hungary,. Bohemia, and t~e 
Netherlands. In the New World the colonies there 
established looked to him as their sovereign, so that 
it may be said that his empire was one on which the 
sun never set. ·Yet his career was not 1- happy one. 
His life was spent in fighting the King_ of France, 
and the Pope, and the Protestant princes of Ger-r 
many. ije was not fond of splendour; he had not 

·the beauty of Maximilian, but he was a fine man, · 
with dignity in his bearing. lie ~ad the long lower 
lip and underhung jaw of the Hapsburgs. His 
c)laracter was cold, and his ·demeanour grave. He 
had a ready insight into men's characters, and, as 
Prescott says, "to the e111d of his reign be employed 
no general in the 'field, no minister in the cabinet, 
no ambassador' to a foreign court, no governor of 
a. province whose abilities were inadequate to the 

· trust which he imposed on them. H,e placed un. 
. ' 1$)9 
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bounded confidence in his generals; he rewarded 
their services with munificence; he never envied 
their fame, nor discovered any jealousy of their 
power. There were, nevertheless, defects in his 
political character which must considerably abate 
the admiration due to his extraordinary talents. 
Cha.rles' ambition was insatiable, and his desire of 
being distinguished as a conqueror involved him in 
continual wars, '1\hich not only exhausted and op. 
pressed his subjects, but left him little leisure for 
i'iving attention to the interior government ... and 
Improvement of his kingdoms, the great objects of 
every prir;tce who makes the happiness of his people 
the end of his government." On the death of Maxi
milian the Austrian territories fell to Charles and 
his brother Ferdinand conjointly; but as Charles 
was occupied in Spain, in I 521 he ceded to his 
brother Austria, Styria, Carinthia, Carniola, and in 
the ensuing year Tyrol. By this cession thl" .. "e 
of Austria was divided into two separat ... utct.u~oucs 
-the Spanish branch, under Charles : and the Ger
man, under Ferdinand. 

In the mean time the split in the Church was wid
ening. Pope Leo X., in 1 520, issued a bull-that is, 
a deed-whereby he excommunicated Luther,.or cut 
him off from communion with the Catholic Church 
as a here~ic; and all Christian princes and stateq 
were warned against his doctrine, and exhorted to 
arrest him and put a stop to his te~ching. 

One December morning, in the same year, Luther
1 

made a pile of wood outside the eastern gate of 
Witt"!nberg and burnt on it publicly the Pope's bull. 



MELANCTHON. 
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He did this by the leper-hospital, on the spot where 
the rags infected with leprosy were burned, and he 
did' this to' show his contempt for the Pope's buit 
Nex~ day be mounted the pulpit and said, "The 
burning of yesterday was a matter of little Jmport
ance ; better wer' it had the· fire consumed the 
Pope, or rather the See of Rome." · 

To put a term to the agitation of spirits Charles 
V. 'called together a diet, or assembly of.the states, 
at Worms. It met on January 6, JS2I. Luther, 
was cited to appear at it, and the states prepared a 

•long list of grievances against the Papa,cy, which 
they required the emperor to redre~s. 

Ll\ther's journey to Worms was like a triumphal 
procession'. Crowds assembled to see and cheer 
him; on his arrival at Worms his apartments 1Vere 
thronged by persons of the highest rank. 

When he appeared before the diet he absolutely 
reCused to recant his opinions. Charles found that 
many of the princes. notably the electors of Saxony 
and of the Rhenish Palatinate, favored him. He 
was compelled to wait till the latter had withdrawn 
from the die.t before he could pass an edict against 
Luther, placing him under the ban. o( the empire. 
As Charles had given him a promise of safe·con
duct he was dismissed unmolested, with an imperial 
guard to protect him. As soon as Luther had sent 
back the officer, he was taken charge of by some 
masked horsemen, sent by his friend and supporter, 
the. Elector of Saxony, who carried him to the cas. 
tle of Wartburg, where he remained nine months· 
in concealment') ' 
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Whilst there, a disciple of his, called Carlstadt, 
headed a mob of people and broke into the churches 
of Wittenberg, where they tore down the altars and 
destroyed the crucifixes and statues. This was ~o
ing much further than Luther approved, so he left 
his place of hiding and suddenly .appeared at Wit
tenberg to stop the disorder. 

Other reformers appeared about this time, as Me
l:l.ncthon, c:Ecolampadius, and Zwingli. Melancthon's 
real name. was Schwarzerde (Black Earth), but he 
turned it into Greek to sound grander. So CEcolam· 
c>adius' real name was Hausschein. 

The princes now began to lay their hands on the 
church property. Th(.'l)' turned out the monks and 
nuns and seized on their lands. They carried off the 
gold and silver vessels from the churr,hes and melted 
them into coin to relieve their own necessities. The 
Margrave of Brandenburg was Grand Master of the 
Teutonic Knigits. This was an order of warrior
churchmen, which had been instituted to hold the 
frontier against the heathen Sclavs. They had con
quered Prussia, and ruled it like princes. The mar. 
grave took advantage of his position to make him
self sovereign over Prussia, and annex the posses
sions of the order to his family. 

After the holding of the diet of Worms Charles 
had gone back to Spain, and in his absence there 
was no one to enforce the edict against Luther. 
Indeed, Luther had far too many protectors for the' 
emperor to have enforced it, had .he been in Ger. 
m~ny in person. 
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HOW THE PEASANTS WAKED UP. 

(1$24-1$26.) 

THE peas~nts were inftuenced by the new ideas, 
111.nd as they suffered under grievous: wrqngs they 
rose in revolt over the whole of Germany. The 
entire burden Qf taxation fell on them. Yor.t may 
see in farmhouses iri Germa~y a curious ,picture, 
which represents .a triangle of steps, resting .on the 
back of a farmer who ploughs, · At the top of the 
pyramid. sits the emperor; and £rom his mouth 
proceeds. the 'sentence, •• All these su:;tain me. u On 
a step below is a soldier, _saying, " I am paid to 
fight·~; on another, a lawyer, saying, .. I· plunder 
all alike " ; on another, a parson, with the legend, 
.. I live on the tithe., ; on another, the noble, sky. 
lng, "I pay no taxes" {·and belo'o/: the peasant 
groans,,. AU these are sustained by me.''. ,So it was. 
The gentleman paid no taxes. All the burden wu 
on the farmer, · ot peasant-the 'German term is 
!Jauf1'. When the Reformation began to make 
way in Germany the peasants came out in swarms, 
armed with pitchforks, scythes, and... ftails, with 
the double intention of abolishing Catholicism and 
the feudal system. This latter was turned Into a 

205 . 
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system of cruel ,oppression. The bauers were 
mulcte~ of their time, their produce, and their 
money, and were treated little better than slaves.* 
Their wrongs were very real and very grievous. 
· The first outbreak of the peasants arose out of 
a very small m~tter. The Countes.s of Lupfen or
dered the peasants on her estates to spend the 
Sundays in summer in gathering strawberries for 
her table, and 'snail-shells for making ornamental 
pin-cushions. They refused to do so, and in a few 
days the country round was in arms. In a short 
time the insurrection extended through the South' 
and East 'of Germany; it spread along the Main~ 
the Rhine, the Danube. The peasants of the 
Odenwald rose to a man. Franconia was in a blaze, 

· the Grand Master of the Teutonic Order was 
drivel\ from his domains. Towns were threat
ened, and threw open their gates. The Palatinate 
was in insurreation i so were Hesse and Thuringia. 
The mountaineers of Styria, of Tyrol, of Salzburg 
were i'n arms. Austria was in commotion. The 
peasants of Bavaria alone remained unstirred. The 
insurgent farmers called themselves "the Chris· 
tian Army," or 11 the Gospel Brotherhood." They 
burned the castles and monasteries, and plundered 
the churches. You will see everywhere in Ger
ma~y, especially in the South, ruined castles, and if 
you ask when they were ruined, you will ~ceive 

• Instead of 'jlaying rents In money for their farms, they mostly 
paid by aupplying farm produce, and &lving free labor to thell 
landlord~o i 
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the Cllmost invariable answer, '' In the· Peasants' 
\Var." 

You shall hear of the taking of one little· town 
by the peasants, the town of W einsberg, as an ex· 
ample of the scenes which were .enacted through 
the land. Weinsberg was under the command of 
the Count of Helfenstein, who had married a 
daughter of the Emperor Maximilian. 

On Easter morning, 1525, a bla· ;c wave o£ peas. 
ants appeared rolling down the hill sides upon the 
town, and speedily surrounded it. They were 
Tmder the command of two men, . Florian Geyer 
and Little Jack U acklein Rohsbacker). As their 
standard, they carried a pole with a shoe on top 
of it. Before the host hovered a black-draped 
~ag, screaming her incantations, to make the rebels 
invulnerable. This was the "Black Hoffmann," 
a witch possessing great influence over the mind~ 
of the peasants. When they surroullded the walls 
they summoned the place to surrender. "Open 
your gates," they shouted, "or you shall all be 
put to the edge of the sword. Every person and 
thing will be burnt or killed." A shower of bullets 
was the reply. Soon, however, the peasants 
swarmed over the walls, and the count and the 
soldiers retired to the castle, whilst the citizens 
fted to the church. They were unable to hold out. 
The garrison offered to surrender il their lives 
were spared, and promised to pay a ransom. " A 
ton of gold would not suffice," was the answer, 
"we want your ftesh." The soldiers· were butch. 
ered. One was ordered to jump from the top ol 
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the tower on the lances and pitchforks ~elow. 
'' I would rather jump up than jump down," he 
answered. This elicited a roar of laughter and his 

TH&Itl PllASAIIITS, 16TH CENTUllY. (DUREll.) 

life was spared. The insurgents stood in two rows, 
armed with scythes, swords, and pitchforks, forming 
a lane, and the prisoners were ordered to run down 
this lane, to be hacked to pieces by the weapons. 
·•Count Louis of Helfenstein," said Little Jack, 
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you shall open the dance." At that moment the 
countess, with her babe in her arms, burst through 
the crowd and flung herse!C at the feet of the cap· 
tain, imploring pardon for her husband. " F!iends," 
shouted Little Jack, "look at me, how I treat the 
daughter of an emperor." He threw her down and 
knelt on her breast. Then a peasant, standing by, 
threw his sword at her, and wounded the babe, 
whose blood spirted over its mother's face. Then 
Little Jack ordered the men to raise and hold up 
the countess, and force her to see the murder of her 
}.\lsband. He also commanded a fiddler to strike 
up a dance tune and go before the count, capering 
down the lane. Count Helfenstein had not gone 
far before he fell ; then the Black Hoffmann, the 
witch, rushed after him, and literally tore him to 
piece~ with her hands. Then a cart was heaped 
w1th dung, and the poor countess, hugging her 
bleeding babe, was· mounted on it, afld so driven 
away, among the jeers and yells of the insurgents. 

The peasants, finding that the princes were arm
ing against them, gave the command of their host 
to a notorious robber-knight, Goetz with the Iron 
Hand; but the ho!>t was quite undisciphned, and 
when they had plundered a castle or a town, or an 
abbey, hastened home with their booty. The 
Truchsess (!>teward) of Waldburg marched at the 
head of an army against the rebels and succeeded 
in ddeating them. Other princes alsq met them 
and routed them, and at last the insurrection was 
put down: but it wa~ subdued with great and un. 
11ecessary severity. The poor peasants had been 

l4 
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driven · to rebellion by their wrongs, and the only 
idea their victors had w~ to re-rivet the chains they 
had struggled to cast off. Even Luther wrote a 
pamphlet against them, calling on the princes " to 
strangle and stab them, .as a man would treat a mad 
dog." · 



XXXVI. 

THE SAD FATE OF BERNARD KNIPPERDOLLING. 

I MUST now tell you of an extraordinary event 
tflat took place in Westphalia. There is a grand 
opera by Meyerbe~r,"" The Prophet," founded upon 
it, the overture and the grand march in which 
you are sure to know, as they are favorite instru
mental concerted pieces. Meyerbeer has not stuck 
to historical truth in his opera; what the real facts , 
were you shall now be told. , . 

Munster is a town in Westphalia, ~he seat of a 
bishop, walled round, with a noble cathedral and 
many churches; but there is one peculiarity about 
Munster that dh,tinguishes it ·from all other old 
German towns; it has not one old church spire in it. 
Once it had a great many. How comes it that it 
now has none ? 

ln. Munster lived a draper, Knipperdolling by 
name, who was much excited over the doctrines of · 
Luther, and he gathered many people in his house, 
and spoke to them bitter words against the P6pe, 
the bi!>hops, and the clergy. The bishop at this. 
time was Francis of Waldeck, a man much inclined 
himself to Lutheranism; indeed, later, he proposed 

Zll 
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to suppress Catholicism in the diocese, as he wanted 
to seize on it and appropriate it as a possession to 
his family. Moreover, in 1544, he joined the Protest
ant princes in a league against the Catholics ; but 
he did not want things to move too fast. lest he 

&CHOOv20011 1K 16TH O:NTUI.Y, 
(From a woad-cld bJ ·H..,. Ceooant s,baulelio.) 

should not be able to secure the wealthy Sec as 
personal property. 

Knipperdolling got a young priest, named Rott
mann, to preach in one of the churches against the 
errors of Catholicism, an~. he was a man of such 
fiery eloquence that he stirred up a mob, which 
rushed through the town, wrecking the churches. 
The mob became daily more darin~ and threatening. 
They drove the priests out of the town, and some of 
the wealthy citizens fled: not knowing what would 
follow. The bi~hflp would have yielded to all the 
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religious innovations if the rioters had not threat
ened his temporal position and revenue. In 1532 
the pastor, Rottmann, began to preach against the 
baptism of infants. Luther wrote to him remon
strating, but in vain. The bishop was not in the 
tov. n : he was at Minden, of \\ hich See he was 
bishop as well. 

Finding that the town was in the hands of Knip
perdolling and Rottmann, who were confiscating the 
goods of the churches, and excludmg those \\ ho 
v. ould not agree with their opinions, the bishop ad
hnced to the place at the head o£ some soldiers. 
l\1 unster closed its gates a~ainst him. Negotiations 
v. ere entered into; the Land grave of Hesse was 
called in as pacificator, and articles of agreement 
were drawn up and &igned. Some of the churches 
v. ue given up to the Lutherans, but the cathedral 
\\as rescn ed for the Catholics, and the Lutherans 
\\ere forbidden to molest the latter, and disturb 
their rel1giouc; services. 

The nev. s of the conversion of the city of M unstcr 
to the Gospd spread, and strangers came to it from 
all parts. Among these was a tailor of Leyden, 
called John Bockclson. Rottmann now threw up 
his Lutherani~m and proclaimed himself opposed to 
many of the doctrines which Luther still retained. 
Amongc;t other things he rejected was infant bap
tbm. This created a split among the reformed in 
Mun::.ter, and the disorder~ broke out afre!:>h. The 
mob now fell on the cathedral and drove the Cath. 
ohcs from tt, and would not permit them to wor!:>hip 
in it. They also invaded the Lutheran churches, 
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and filled them with uproar. On the evening of 
January 28, 1534. the Anabaptists stretched chains· 
across the streets, assembled in armed bands, closed 
the gates and placed sentinels in all directions. 
\Vhen day dawned there appeared suddenly two 
men dressed like Prophets, with long, ragged beards 
and flowing mantles, staff ·in hand, who paced 
through the streets solemnly in the midst of the 
crowd, who bowed before them and saluted them as 
Enoch and Elias. These men were John Bockelson, 
the tililor, and one John Mattheson, head of the Ana
baptists of Holland. Knipperdolling at once ass~ 
ciated bimsel( with them, and shortly the place 
was a scene' of the wildest ecstacies. 'l\len and 
women ran about the streets screaming, and leap
ing, and crying out that they saw visions of angels 
with swords drawn urging them on to the extermi
nation of Lutherans and Catholics alike. Many 
Luthc:rans an.l Catholics, frightened, fearing a gen. 
eral massacre, fled the town. Mattheson'mounted a 
pulpit, and cried ,out that Heaven demanded the 
purification of Zion, and that all who did not hold 
the right faith should be put to the sword. This 
would have been carried into effect but !or the in
tervention of Knipperdolling, who persuaded the 
rabble' not to kill, but to 'expel those who refused 
to be re-baptized. Accordingly, a great number of 
citizens were driven out, on a bitter day, when the 
land was covered with snow. Those who lagged· 
were beaten ; those who were sick were carried to 
the market-place and rF-baptbed by Rottmann. 
,. Never," says a witness •• " did I see anything 
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more afflicting. The women carried their naked 
babes in their arms, ·and in vain sought rags where .. 
with to cover them i miserable children ran bare-

. footed, hanging to their father's coats, uttering 
piercing cries; old people, bent wit'h age, and sick 
women, tottered and fell in the snow." 

This was too much to- be borne. The bishop 
raised an army and marched against the city. Thus 

. began a siege which was to last sixteen months, dur. 
ing which a multitude of untrained· fanatics, com
manded by a Dutch tailor, held ou.t against a numer
~us and well-armed force. · · · · 

Thenceforth the city was ruled by divine revela
tions, or rather, by the: crazes of the diseased brains 
of the prophets. One day they declared that all 
the officers and magistrates were to be turned out 
of their offices, and men nominated by themselves 
were to take their places; another day Matthe$on 
said it was revealed to him that evel}' book in the 
·town except the Bible was to be destroyed ; accord-
ingly all the archives and libraries were collected 
in the market-place and burnt. ' Then it was re- · 
vealed to hi~ that all the seires ~ere to be pulled 
down;. SCJ the church towers were reduced to stumps, 
from which the enemy could be watched and whence 
cannon could play on them. One day he declared 
he had been ordered by Heaven to go forth, with 
promise of victory, against the besiegers. He 
das~ed forth at the head of a large band, but was 
surrounded and he and his band slain. · 
~h~ death of Mattheson. struck dis~ay into th~ 

. hearts of ihe Anabaptists, but John.Bockelson took 
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advantage ot the moment to establish himself as 
head. He declared that it was revealed to hirn 
that Mattheson had been killed because he had 
disobeyed the heavenly 'command; which was to 
go forth with; few. Instead of that he had gone 
with many. BQckelson said he had been or. 
dered in vision to marr)r Matthes~;m's widow and 
assume his place. It was further revealed to 
him that Munster was to be lie heavenly Zion, the 
capital o£ the earth; and ,iie was to be king over it. 
Then he ordered aU the people in the place to bting 
h,m every article of value they possessed, gold and 
silver and jewelry: also all provisions they had, and 
he arranged that all meals should be taken' in com-. 
mon. . Then he had another revelation that every 
man was to have as many wives as he liked, and he 

· gave himself sixteen wives. · This ·was too out-· 
rageous for some to endure, and a plot was formed 
against him by a blacksmith and abo4.' twp hundred 
of the more respectable citizens, but it was frus. 
trated, and led to the seizure of the conspirators 
and the execution o£ a number or them. Twenty
five were shot and sixty-six were decapitated by 
KnipperdoiUng. whom ] ohn Bockelson had const~ 
tuted his executioner. With the death of these men 
disappeared every attempt at resistance. It may be 
asked how it was that there were still so' many peo
ple in the place. The reason was that be tore lt was 
invested Anabaptists had swarmed into it from Hot-' 
land and the North of Germany, thinking it was a 
fc,.voured city of Heaven. · · ' 

Next, Bockelson create4 twelve dukes, to whom 
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he gave titles to as many parts of Germany. They 
were all tailors, shoemakers, cooper.s, and bakers. 
He also appointed twenty-seven apostles to go 
through Europe, converting people and callh1g on 
them to come to Zion. 

In the market-place a pulpit and a throne were 
erected, and thrice in the week Bockelson adminis
tered justice from the throne, clad in royal apparel, 
surrounded by his dukes and pages gorgeously 
dressed. When the court was over a sermon was 
preached from the pulpit, and when that was con
ctu3ed, the king, his sixteen queens, the preacher,, 
and the court danced to the strains of the royal 
band. 

One of his wives, disgusted with the profanity and 
her degradation, entreated leave to depart from the 
town. King John cut off her head with his own 
sword before all the people. One of the bishop's 
soldiers, having been taken prisoner, Wt.s urged to 
embrace the doctrines of the Anabaptists. He had 
the audacity to reply that whatever their doctrine! 
might be their practice was devilish; whereupon 
King John, foaming with rage, hacked off his head 
with his own hand. 

At last, on midsummer eve, I 536, after a siege of 
sixteen inonths, the city was taken. Several of the 
citizens, unable longer to endure the ·tyranny, cru
elty, and abominations committed by the.' kipg, 
helped the soldiers of the prince-bishop to climb 
the walls, open the gates, and surprise the city. A 
desperate hand-to-hand fight ensued ; the streets 
ran with blood. John Bo,ckelson, instead of leading 
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his people, hid himself, but was cau&ht. · So was 
Knipperdolling.. ' · 
, When the place ~~ in his hands the prince.' 
bishop entered. J oJ{n of Leyden and Knipperdo1 .. 
ling were cruelly tortured, their flesh plucked off 
with red-hot pincers, and then a dagger was thrust 
into their hearts. Finally, their bodies were hung 
in iron cages to the tower of a church in Munster. • 
: Thus ended this hideous drama, which produced 
:in hidescribable effect throughout Germanr.. Man. 
ster, after this, b1 spite of the d~sire of the prince. 
bishop to establish Lutheranism, reverted to •ea. 
tbolicism, and remains Catholic to this day; ' 
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HOW THE PROTESTANTS PROTESTED • 

...1 

THE Reformation, which had been successful in 
Ge,many, spread with equal rapidity in the neigh
boring countries. At Zurich was Zwingli, a man of 
more daring mind than Luther i his equal in intre
pidity, and his superior in learning. He went much 
further than Luther, and completely overturned the 
whole fabric of established worship. As early as 
1524 the canton of Zurich renounced the supremacy 
of the Pope; and in 1528 Bern, Basle, and Schaff
hausen, and part of the Grisons, Glarus, and Appen
zd, followed .the example. In Geneva Calvin took 
another line from Luther. He did not accept nis· 
doctrine of free justification, but he taught that 
some men were predestined to eternal life and oth
ers to eternal damnation ; that the former could not 
fall away, and that nothing that the latter did could 
gain them heaven. Luther and Calvin looked on 
each other with great hostility. In some parts of 
Germany Calvinism spread, in other parts Luther: 
anism •. The Lutherans were called Protestants, 
and the Calvinists were called Reformed. The 
name of Protestant was thus acquired : 
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, Charles V. summoned a diet (that is, a parliament 
or the states) to meet at Spires in I S29t to discuss 
the m'eana of resisting and driving back the Turks, 
who had overrun Hungary, and threatened the 
Austrian dominions: and also to settle something 
relative to the religious contests'. By a majority of 
voices a decree ,was passed ~hich forbade fgrther 
innovation in religion, and ordered that the Catholic 
subjects of Protestant p~inces should be allowed to 
exercise theit religion in freedom; that no hostilities 
were to be committed under pretence of religion, 
and that the ministers of the Gospd were to prdch 
the word-of God according to the interpretation of 
the Church, and to abstain from ridiculing and a bus. 
ing the doctrines hitherto held as sacred. The 
Lutherans, upon this, drew up a froltsl, which they 
delivered to the diet. They argued that Protestant 
princes could not tolerate the exercise of a religion · 
in their land.f which they held to be against God's 
word, and that the ministers could not follow the 
interpretation of the Church, which th.ey regarded 
as antichristian. · 
. This protest was signed by the Elector of Saxony, 

the Margrave of Brandenburg-Anspach, the duke 
of Brunswick, tlre Landgrave of HeS.se-Cassel, the 
Prince of Anhalt, and tourteen free imperial cities. 
I~ is from this prote11t that the Lutherans acquired 
the name of Protestants, which has since been applied 
\O all who separ~ted from the Church of Rome • 
. Charles V. made many efforts to pacify the strifQ 
without coming to severe measures. H~ called tO. 
gethc.r another diet, to meet at .Augsburg in 1530. . . . 



. 
~A.t the. very opening of the diet, evidence appeared 
of the uncompromising character of the Protestants. 
The parliament began with a mass, attended by the 
emperor and his high functionaries. The Elector 
of Saxony was grand marshall and bore the S"Yord 
of state. At first he refused to attend, and was 
only persuaded by one of the Lutheran pastors, who 
reminded him that the prophet Elisha permitted 
N aaman to bow himself in the house of Rimmon. 
However, though he and the Landgrave of Hesse 
attended, they reCused to kneel, and remained stand. 
inJrupright whilst the whole congregation was bowed. 

When the diet began proceedings the Lutherans 
presented to it. a formulary of their belief as far as 
they had settled it at the time. This was drawn 
up by Philip Melancthon, and goes by the name of 
the" Augsburg'Confession." . · 

On November 16th Charles published a decree, 
insisting that all things should rem,in on their 
ancient footing till a council of the Church assembled, 
which was to be i~ six months' time;. and also order. 
ing the restoration of all the lands and buildings 
seized by the nobles and princes which had belonged 
to the Church. Charles gave the Protestants till 
April to consider, and if they then refused submis.. 
sion he threatened them witli the ban of the empire. 

Thereupon the Protestant princes assembled in the 
little Hessian town of Smalkald (December, 1 530) 
and made a league with one another for mutual sup. 
port against the emperor. They also entered into 
a secret treaty with Francis I., Ktng of France, and 
they received promises of help from the kings of• 
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£nglancl, Sweden, and Denmark. Both parties pre
pared for war, and the imperial chamber commenced 
proceedings against the Protestant princes for the 
restitution of the ecclesiastical states they had con
fiscated. The heads of the league were the Elector, 
John Frederick of Saxonr, a hearty supporter of 
Luther and a sincere man, and the Landgrave, Philip 
of Hesse, a man with two wives, and of bad charac. 
ter, whose reforming zeal sprang chiefly from greed 
after the spoils of the Church. 

In the year 1545 a council o£ the Church assem
blM at Trent, to correct the jibuses in religion, 
but the Protestants would take no part in it. This 
opposition angered the emJleror, and he prepared 
for hostilities. 

When the army of the Smalkald league marched 
against him he pronounced the ban of the empire 
against the leaders, that is, declared them outlaws, 
deprived o£ imperial protection ana (ff their prin
cipalities. The confederates replied by a letter re. 
nouncing their allegiance, and refusing him the 
imperial title. The Protestant princes were weak
ened by internal dissention and jealoudes, and 
Charles found himself deserted by the Pope, who 
was, as usual, jealous of his power in Italy. Fran
cis I., of France, moreover, sent money to the Smal
kald union. Fortunately for Charles, Francis died, 
and when the league were least expecting his attack 
he hastened to assail their forces on the Elbe. He 
threw a bndge of boats over the river at Muhlberf{, 
though the enemy occupied the highest bank, and 
the river was three hundred paces wide. Whilst 
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his 'bridge was being constructed he! sudd~nly 
crossed the river by a ford, at the bead of his cavalr;, 
in a fog wh:ch concealed hit moveme'nts, and burst 
pn the Protestant army at the same moment th~t 
a light wind disiJersed the vapors and the sun 
blazed out.· The battle: that ensued 1ended ~n 
the" success· uf the Imperialists. John Yrederick, · 
Elector of SaX:ony, was w~unded in the face and 
taken prisoner.. When brought before Charles he 
bowed to kiss his hand, saying, " Most powerful and 
gracJous emper?r, the fortunes of war ha~e rendered 
me you( prisoner-" ,. Hah!" exclaimed· Charl\:s, 
•• lltrltl you entitle ·m~ emperor, the other "day you 
styled me Charles of Ghent." 

Charles then made his triumphal entry into Wit. 
ten berg, and ·conducted himself with great mag. 
nanimity. 'The elector was deprived or all his 
dominions except Gotha, 'and they were. givert to 
Maurice of ~ony. . • · . t . • • ' • 

. There were then two Saxoq ducal houses, called 
the Erne!ttine and the Albertine, descended from 
two brothe~·s, Ernest, who died in 1486,· and 'Albert, 
who died in 1500. These brothers had .divided the 
paternal inheritance between them. l}te Ernestine 
dukes retal'led the title o£ electors of Saxony. the 
Albertine dukes \\.:ere. called dukes qf Saxony. 
John Frederick, who was ~eposed after the battle of 
Miihlberg, was the grandson of Ernes~, and ~au~ 
rice of Saxony was grandson of Albert. \ : 
· Maurice was a ve,Y crafty man. ·He had quarrelled 

a good deal \\<ith John Frederick, as hi!t dominions· 
were intermixed with those of the. elect~r, and as he 
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possessed a joint bhare in some rich mines. When 
the Smai~ald union was formed he refused to join it, 
thouyh he was a Protestant, and he courted the 
favour c.J the emperor \\ ithout vigorously figh•ing 
for him. In return for his loyalty Charles now gave 
him the ek.ctorate of Saxony, with the lands from 
"hich John Frederick had been ousted. This was 
"hat Maurice had been aiming after. No sooner 
had he got all he \\anted from the emperor than he 
turned against him, and became his most bitter and 
dangerous opponent. 

Charles gave him occasion. The Landgrave of 
Hes'>c had given himself up and been imprisoned, 
\\hen he found himself deserted and powerless. 
Charles, it is said, had sent him private assurance 
that he \\ould be set free if he made his submission, 
but Charles still kept him in confinement, and this 
angered Maurice, who had married the landgrave's 
daughter. , 

\\'hen, as he supposed, the war was at an end, 
Charles retired to Innsbruck, and dismissed the 
army he had collected. Maurice now secretly made 
a league wtth Henry II., King of France, by which it 
was arranged that the French were to attack Lor· 
raine, and find Maurice a large monthly sum of 
money as long as he continued in arms against the 
emperor. At the same time he did all h(" could to 
throw dust hi the eyes of Charles. He hired a 
house at Trent for his reception, and had it magnifi
cently furnished, and declared his intention of 
going to the council. Then, when all was ripe, and 
Charles lulled into unsuspicion, Maurice suddenly 
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threw off the mask, uttered a proclamation, in 
which he declared that he took up arms in defence 
of Protestantism, to oppose the emperor becoming 
absolute monarch, and to release the landgrave. 

GERMAN PATR.ICIANS IN 15,SO. 
(From a wood-cut by Amman11.) 

He swept at once through Bavaria, without suffer
ing the emperor time to · collect an army against 
him. No words can express Charles' astonishment 
and consternation at the revolt of Maurice. I Ie saw 
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a great number of German princes in arms against 
him at a moment when he had despatched ~ large 
body of his troops into Hungary to resist the Turks. 
At the same time Henry II. invaded Lorraine, 
captured Toul, Verdun, and Metz, and threaten~d 
Strasburg. Augsburg surrendered to Maurice. 
'f'i uremberg joined the confederacy. 

Charles threw a few soldiers into Fuessen to 
guard the Scharnitz pass, but Maurice, advancing 
with rapid marches, dislodged them, advanced up 
the Lech valley, crossed into the Inn ·valley, and . . 
would have surprtsed and taken the emperor had 
he not made his escape in a litter-for he was ill 
at the time with gout:...across the mountains, by 
roads almost impassable, in a dark and stormy 
night, OQly a few hours before Maurice entered 
lnnsbruck. 

Maurice gave up the palace and property of the 
emperor at Innsbruck to pillage. · • 

Dismayed by this disaster, unable to gather to
gether an army to fight at once the Turks in Hun
gary, the French in Lorraine, and the Protestants in 
the mid~t of the empire, Charles was forced to 
come to an agreement with Maurice and the Prot. 
estant princes, which was concluded on the 2d of 
August, 1 5 52, and this is called the 11 Pacification o( 

Passau." By it he agreed to release the landgrave, 
~nd to allow liberty to the Protestants in Catholic 
lands i and the Protestants on their side agreed to 
allow Catholic worship to be perf~rmed for Catholics 
in their territories. When the agreement had been 
signed Maurice marched again'lt the Turks, and · 
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. Charles, anxious to wipe away his recent disgrace, 
collected an army and entered Lorraine. But for· 
tune had deserted him. He was unable, to retake 
Metz, and in the Low Countries also his troops met 
with reverse. In .Italy, moreover, his inveterate 
enemy, Pope Paul lV., joined with France in a 
league for the· conquest of Naples. Paul was like 
the German prelates, a great prince as well as a 
prelate, and he cared more · for his temporal 
power ·than for the welfare of the Church. Conse· 
quenUy, though Charles strove hard, and exhausted 
himself for the good of the Catholic religion •in 
Germany, he was hampered and countermined by 
the Pope, who was jealqus of his power. But for 
the Pope it is by no means improbable that Charles 
would have re-established Catholic suprema<41 
through Germany. , 

At .last, sick· at heart and failing in health, the 
gr.eat emperor resolved to lay down the crown that 
had been to him a burden through hfe. In 1555 
he gave up to his son, Ph1lip 11., the Netherlands, 
Naples, Spain, and the rich colonies of America. 
To his brother, Ferdmand 1., who was already_ King 
or Bohemia and Hungary, he gave over the Ger
man-Austrian lands and the imperial title. Then 
he withdrew· into the·· monastery of S. Just, in 
Spain, where he died, three years later. 
' His death was brought about in a very strange 
way. He took it into his head that he would like 
to have his funeral service performed over him be· 
fore he was dead. He was dressed in a winding 
sheet and laid in a coffin, whilst his attendants, in 
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deep mourning. holding tapers of unbleached wa,:. 
stood around him.. The !uneral service was said, 
and the hollOW' voice of 'the monarch. was. hear~ 
joining in the prayers from the coffin. But' the 
grave..clothes were damp ; hcn:~ught a chill which 
produced fever, and hurried him t6 his grave on 
the 21St of September. 1558, in the fifty-ninth feat 
of his age. · · · • ' 
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THIRTY YEARS OF l\"AR ABOUT RELIGIQ:-;, 

NOTWlTIISTANDtKG the Pacification of Passau 
and its subsequent ratification at a diet held• at 
Augsburg in 1555, quarrels contintled between the 
Catholics and Protestants, and between the Luther. 
ans and Calvinists, and even· between discordant 
factions among the Lutherans themselves. In Sax. 
ony the Lutheran elector, Augustus, cruelly perse
cuted the Calvinists, and in the Palatinate the Cal
vinist prince ~xpelled all the Lutherans, and cut off 
the head of a pastor who denied the doctrine or 
the Trinity. On his death his son, who was a vehe
ment Lutheran, called back the Evangelicals and 
ordered all the Calvinist ministers \\ho refused to 
recant to be driven out of the country. · 

In the mean time Alva, the Spanish governor of 
the Netherlands, was subjugating the Low Countries 
·for Philip II. with great cruelty, and driving out 
the Calvinists. 

Gebhard of Waldburg had be~n elected' Arch
bishop of Cologne. He fell desperately in love 
with a beautiful maiden, Agnes of Mansfdd, and 
turned Calvinist, and wanted to make the arch-
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bishopric the property of himself, to descend to his' 
children by the beautiful Agnes, '\\·hom he married. 
But the people of Cologne were against him i the 
Lutheran princes wo~ld not help him because he 
had turned Calvinist ; however, he got promise of 
help from ,the Palatine, and from the Dutch and 
French, and carried on a desultory war to obtain 
possession of Cologne. At last he was completely 
defeated, and retited to Strasburg. · 

All the ~ishoprics in North Germany had bee~ 
seized and annexed to their dominions br. the princes 
ofnrandenburg, Brunswick, .Mecklenburg, and Sax
ony. In the hereditarY possessions o£ the House of 
Hapsburg the Reformation was suppressed. The 
maxim had been formulated that as was the prince 
so should be the people, and so the princes every• 
where insisted on making their people believe, or 
disbelieve, or change about like themselves. 

. Ferdinand I. and his ·son, MaximUian II., were 
,.gentle and good emperors, so that the general an tag. 
onism ~id not break out into f violent hostilities 
under them; but it was otherwise when the gloomy 
Rudolph II. came to the throne. He was the son 
of Maximilian II. He was an apathetic man, ut. 
terly unsuited to govern, fond o£ horses,· of which · 
he kept a great ·many, though he never mounted 
their backs, and very fond of.' chemistry, and 
alchemy, which was 1hen allied to chemistry. He 
had been educated in Spain, and the Protestants 
were alarmed at his appointment, fearing that he 
would use his power without moderation, and with. 
intolerance. Ther. accordingly !ormed an union! 
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and placed the Elector Palatine Frederick at the 
head. Thereupon the Catholic princes also united, 
and bound themselves to assist each other and de
fend the Catholic religion. At the head of their 
League was Maximilian of Bavaria. And now, 
with the PROTESTA..~T Uxxo~ on one .side, and the 
CATHOUC LEAGUE on the other, armed and 
watching each other suspiciously, only a signal was 
wanted to make them draw sword<;. 

That signal was given on May 23, 1618. 
On the death of Rudolph II. (1612) his brother, 

Matthias, succeeded, but he was an old man, and ~n
able to cope with the forces gathering to explosion 
in the empire. Accordingly, he committed the gov
ernment to his nephew, Ferdinand, whom he caused 
to be proclaimed King of Bohemia. Ferdinand went 
at once to Prague, and nominated seven. Bohemian 
Catholic nobles and three Protestants to form a 
council to govern the country. The most influen
tial· of these were Slawata and 1\Iartiniti, the. 
former of \\hom was especially disliked by the 
Protestants because he had become a Catholic after 
11aving been brought up as a Lutheran. 

Rudolph II. had issued an imperial manifesto, 
granting freedom of worship in Bohemia to Luther. 
ans, Calvinists, Calixtins, and Catholics ahke. 

The Protestants began to erect two new churches 
(or themselves. Impediments were thrown in their 

. way. They appealed to the ~mperor, Matthias. 
and received a curt reply. It came to their ears that 
thi$ was not dictated by the emperor himself, but 
proceeded from his council in Prague. They rose 
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tumultuously, took arms, and, led by Count Mat
thias of Thurn, attacked the imperial castle at 
Prague, burst in, and flung Slawata and Martinitz, 
with their secretary, out of the window of the coun. 
cil chamber, and fired at them as they fell. The 
height was ninety feet, yet, marvellous to relate, 
they were not killed. Under the window was a 
heap of litter, and old papers, and the mud of the 
dttch. Slawata was indeed dreadfully shattered, 
but recovered. The poor secretary tumbled upon 
Martinitz, and is said to ha·1e apologized for his ap-• ' parent rudeness. He was afterwards ennobled and 
given the name of Holienfall, or u High Fall," 
Thi'> act o£ violence brought on the terrible Thirty 
Years' War, which lasted through three reigns, those 
of Matthias, Ferdinand ll., and Ferdinand III., and 
caused almost unparalleled misery in Germany. 
' Ferdinand at once raised two bodies of troops, 
placed them under foreign generals, Dampierre and 
Bouquoi, and prepared to chastise the insurgents. 
But Count Thurn felt that the die was cast, and 
open war was inevitable. He gathered a large 
army, was assisted by the Silcsians and Lusatians, 
defeated Dampierre and Bouquoi, and laid siege to 
the cities of Bohemia that remained faithful to the 
emperor. The elector palatine and the Protest
ant Union sent a body of mercenaries into Bohc· 
mia, under the command o£ the able general Mans
feld. At this ·juncture of affairs Matthias died, 
and his nephew, Ferdinand, succeeded. 

Count Thurn left Mansfeld in Bohemia to hold 
Bouquoi in check and marched swiftly through 
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Moravia, increasing his army, and. entered Upper 
Austria. Ferdinand was in Vienna with a small 
garrison, and no prospect of help. He knew that 
the loss of Vienna would be the loss of his crown 
and the ruin of his house. The Bohemians sur. 
rounded the city ; the cannon battered the walls of 
his palace; many of th~ citizens were in secret cor
respondence with the besiegers. Sixteen members 
of the states burst into his apartment, and \\ith 
threats and reproaches insi,sted on the gates being 
opened to the insurgents, but Ferdinand never wav. 
ered for a moment. He had been kneeling in pray~r 
in his cabinet when all seemed lost, when suddenly 
the conviction came oyer him .that his delivery was 
at hand. At the very moment when .all hope seemed 
gone, and the mutinous citizens were preparing to 
open th~ ·gates, a peal of trumpets announced the 
arrival of succour. It was only five hundred horse
men sent by nampierre, who had effected an entry 
into the city unperceived by the besiegers. Their ar. 
rival operated like magic. The students, the burgh. 
ers ftew to arms; additional succour arrived. 
The news speedily followed that Bouquoi had de. 
feated Mansfeld. dispersed his army, and was march
ing upon Prague. <;ount Thurn hastily broke up 
the siege and hastened' back into Bohemia. Fer. 
dinand now went to Frankfort, where he was elected 
emperor, the Protestant electors being too divided 
in interest to oppose him. The Bohemians, how
ever, refused to acknowledge him as their king. 
They elected the Count Palatine Frederick, who 
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had married Elizabeth, daughter o( James I., of Eng-
land. · 

The II ungarians also revolted,· under Bethlen 
Gabor, prince ·of Transylvania. Gabor (Jbtained 
possession o( Presburg by.treachery, where was pre
served the crown of Hungary, and marched upon 
Vienna,,which was again Lesieged. Dampierre and 
Buquoi menaced the Hungarian rear, and Gabor 
was obliged to fall back; but he caused himself to 
be crowned King of Hungary. 

Ferdinand found himself excluded from nearly 
every town io Bohemia and the greater part o( , 

Hungary. Frederick, elector palatine, was a val'n 
and am~itious man, void of genius, and fond of dis
play. He was inflated with pride at his election to 
the throne of Boli~mia. H~ went to Prague, where 
he gave offence ·to the Lutherans by destroying the 
sacred representations which they admitted into 
their churches, 1-nd by his levity and folly. 

The Catholic League was not Idle. It had gath· 
ered an army under Maximilian of Bavaria, wltich 
marched to Prague, and finding the troops of Fred. 
erick and the Union outside the city on the u White 
Mountain, • attacked and completely routed them 
(Nov. 8, 1620). The battle lasted little more than. 
an hour. With the loss of only three hundred men 
the army of the League took all the standards and 
cannon o{ the · enemy, left 4000 of them dead 
on the field, and drove a thousand. more into the 
river Moldau; and thus, at one blow, dissipated the 
hopes of Frederick, and decided the fate of Bohe
mia. Frederick mounted his horse and galloped 
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a.way,leaving his crown "and treasure to fall· into· 
the hands of the Imperialists.' · doe 'winter had seen 
him flourish arid fadet arid the{lce- he •received. the 
nick-name of the C4 Wintet King." , , 
, Frederick escaped t9 the 'Netherlands. 'The. e~ 
peror place~. h1m under. the ball, dej>rived him of 
hi~ electorate, which h~.gave to Du~e Maximili~n ~~ 
Bavaria, together with the Upper Palatinate, that 
i-emains.to Bayaria to the present day: 

The Bohe~ians were forced to return ·to the 
Catholic Chttrch~, an~ many tbbusand: Prot~stant 
!arili~s left their nati'fe land rather than submit. 



XXXIX. 

A llOHbllAN GENTLE:\fAN. 

WITH the subjugation of Bohemia it seemed for 
the moment that the war was at an end. The Prot. 
estant union was broken up, and the elector pala
tine, its head, a refugee in Holland. But now se~
eral other Protestant princes encered the field to 
carry on the war for the restoration of the banished 
palatine. These were the Margrave George Fred
erick of Bauen-Durlach, Duke Christian of Bruns
wick, Count Ernest of Mansfeld, and finally, Chris
tian IV., Kin_g of Denmark. 

In the great battle of the White Mountain a 
Netherland general called Tilly, a man of very re
markable military genius, had distinguished him
self on the side of the Imperialists. He was now 
given command of an army. The Protestants, on 
their side, had a leader of hardly inferior ability, the 
adventurer Mansfeld: 

Tilly was dcfeated by Mansfeld in the spring of 
1622, and was reduced to the defensive, whilst he 

· saw a powerful combination rising on every side 
against the House of Austria. He bided his time, 
waiting titl he could attack singly, these enemies 
whom he could not resist when united. The oppor-
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tunity presented itse1f by the :Margrave of Baden 
leaving 1\Iansfeld to enter Bavaria. Tilly suddenly 
gathered some Spanish troops together, and thus 
reinforced swept down on the margrave .lt Wimp
fen, where be utterly routed him, with the loss 
of half his army, and took his whole train of artil. 
lery and military chest. Without a pause 'he has
tened after the Duke of Brunswick, 'ca~ght him a .. 
Hocbst, as he was crossing· the Main, dro~e him 
~ack u'pon Mansfeld, who was besieging Laden• 
burg, and sent their united forces flying across the 
'Rhine, to seek a refuge in Elsass.. Hitherto '\he 
war ,had been carried on by t~e Catholic League 
for the emperor, Now the emperor resolved on 
sendin~ an army ot hb own into the field, but he 
was without money. Then a Bohemian gentleman, 
Albert. of Wallenstein, volunteered to rai~e an 
army of so,ooo fighting men, which would main. 
tain itself, Md put the emperor to a comparatively 
trifling expense. Wallenstein had been born at 
Prague in 1583. For.his attachment to the royal 
cause in the troubles of Bohemia he had been ban· 
ishe<J and deprived of his '-estates by the Protestant 
party.· O.n the triumph of the Imperialists Jiis 
property was rel'tored to him. When he made his· 
offer to the emperor, Ferdinand was at 6rst in· 
dined to treat it as the craze of a heated imagina· 
tion. But he soon found ,that the scheme had 

' been 'well thought out and weighed. He therefore 
gave his consent.· In a very short while Wallen
stein bad collected an army of 30,000 men,, adven
turers, flushed with hope or advancement and a 
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thirst for pillage. Before long the host had swelled 
far beyond the stipulated number. The old Prot· 
estant Union bad gone to pieces, but now a Prot. 
estant League was formed, supported by Christian 
IV., King of Denmark, Gustavus Adolphus, King o( . 
Sweden, and James 1., of England. Christian of 
Denmark took the field and entered Thuringia. 

· Tilly at once flew to meet him, and defeated him. 
The king left 5000 men dead on the field, 2000 

prisoners; and lost half his officers afl.d all his artil .. 
Jery and baggage. · 

At the same time \Vallenstein went in searc~ of 
Mansfeld, who had invaded Hungary, where he 1\ad 
effected a junction with Bethlen Gabor. The 
news of the defeat of Christian, however, came to 
the Protestant host, and as disease had broken out 
among them they were discouraged. Bethlen 
Gabor concluded a hasty treaty with the emperor. 
and disbanded his troops. Those of Mansfeld melted 
away with . disease· and desertion, and the count 
tried to escape with twelve officers to Venice, but 
fell ill o~ his way and died. ·Wallenstein, having 

·delivered Hungary, hastened to unite with Tilly to 
drive King Christian out of Germany. They pur. 
sued him into his own territories. He was driven 
from place to place, and from post to post. The 
troops which be ventured to bring into the field 
were scattered in all directions, and belore the 

. close or 1628 only one fortress remained ~n his 
possession o( the whole country between the Elbe. 
and the extremity o( } utland. · 

Now, once more, peace might have been restored 



1f'A.LLENSTEI.V RETIRES. 245 

to distracted and miserable Germany but for the 
pride and elation of Ferdinand, who refused the 
overtures made b:; the King of Denmark. . 

By the l,acif1cation of Passau, jn 15 52, it will be 
remembered that the Protestant princes undertook 
not to confiscate any more of the estates of the ' 
Church, bishoprics and abbeys. They had not, 
however, acted scrupulously in this matter. By a 
subterfug~ nore ingenious than justifiable they 
had managed to get hold of all the ecclesiastical 
principalities. At this time the Margrave of Bran
dcftburg had got possession of the archbishopric 
of Magdeburg and the bishopric of Halberstadt. 
The Duke of l{olstein had the bishoprics of Lubeck 
and the archbishopric of Hamburg and Bremen, 
and Frederick II., Prince of Denmark, had the bish
opric of Werden. They abolished Catholicism, 
and did away with Episcopacy, yet retained fo1 
themselves the titles an4 the possessiCVIs and pried· 
palities of the bishops.* The Protestant princes 
would not yield up such rich and important posses
sions, and the war was prosecuted. Wallenstein 
drove the .two dukes of Mecklenburg from their 
duchies, and laid siege to Stralsund. The dtizens 

· of this town, however, held out with great deter
mination. Although the King of Denmark was de
feated en land, his fleet, with that of the King of 
Sweden, came to the aid of Stralsund, and baffled 
all the efforts of Wallenstein. He is said to .have 
declared that " he would reduce Stralsunti even i£ 

• They had taken two archbishopric• and twelve bishoprics. 



24~ A.1JOHEJIIAN CEN'I'LEMAN 

bound to heaven with chains of adamant:-· His 
perseverance would have' succeeded had n~t the 
citizens invoked the ·aid of Gustavus Adolphus, 
King of Sweden, who threw a Swedish garrison into 
the •town, and Wallenstein, exhausted by fatigue, 
was f'.lrced to retire. ' 
' In the mean ti~e Wallenstein's soldier~ had 
becom~ the dread· of Germany. Wherever they 
went they pillaged Catholics and Protestants alike. 
They were mere mercenaries fighting for plunder, 
and quite indifferent on which side they fought. 
They burnt villages and towns, robbed and n'tfu" 
dered and maltreated "herever they went. .Some 
impoverished citizens killed themselves to escape 
the misery of a lingering death by hunger. Moved 
by the distress of the country,·the Catholic League: 
assembled at Heidelberg in 162g, and re,quested 
the emperor to restore peace and remedy the evils 
occasioned b:ll, Wallenstein's army. 

Ferdinand was obliged to submit, and the coin .. 
mand of 'the United League and imperial army was 
taken from Wallenstein and given to Tilly. Wal. 
lenstein, whom the emperor had created Duke of 
Friedland, retired to his estates in Bohemia. 



XL. 

A SWEDISH KING IN GERMANY. 

THE emperor now insisted on the restoration of 
the two archbishopric~ and twelve bishoprics seized 
b}' the· Protestant princes, and began forc1bly to 
wrest them away. He took the archbishopric of 
Magdeburg and appointed his son Leopold to it, 
and gave him also the' archbishopric of Hamburg 
and the bishopric of Halberc;tadt, and the abbey of 
Hersfeld, on which the Landgrave of Hesse had laid 
his hands. The Protestant princes appealed for 
help to Gustavus Adolphus, a king of.great military 
skill, va<>t energy and resource. He landed with a 
small but well-organized army on the cpast of Pom
erania. When the news reached the Emperor 
Ferdinand, h1s courtiers said that th1s was only a 
snow king menacing him, who would melt away as 
he came South under the rays of the imperial sun. 
But the army of Ferdinand so~n saw the fallacy 
of thi!s. Gustavus Adolphus drove it out of Porn. 
erania, and then hastened to the relief of Magde. 
burg, which was besieged by T1lly. His assistance, 
however, canie too late. 'Tilly took the· city, and it 
became a prey to. hi!; lawless soldiers, who plun. 
dered and fired it. For one whole day the place 
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was at their mercy. The mo!:>t dreadful scenes were 
enacted. The wild Croatian mercenaries ru!:>hed up 
and down the str"'ets ma'!sacring every man they 
met, and throwing burntng brands into the houses. 
They even bun.t into a church and' J..illed the 
women they found huddled there., On the second 
day only did Tilly enter the city to stay the ~laugh
ter and ruin. He "as a tall, haggard-looking man, 
dressed in a short slahhed gs een satin jacket, "ith a 
long red feather in his high-crowned hat, with large 
bright eyes peering from beneath his deeply fur. 
rowed brow, a stsff moustache under his point•d 
nose. He sat on a bony charger, and looked round 
on the ruins. Smoke and lambent flame rose on 
all sides. The wood and plaster houses were de
stroyed; only the cathedral, the churches and stone
built houses stood intact. In the streets lay the 
stark bodies of twenty thousand dead men. The 
cathedral doo~ were opened, and four thousand 
men who had taken refuge in it were brought forth, 
pale, famished, and trembling, almost all that re
mained of the inhabitants. Tilly wrote to Vienna, 
''Since the destruction of Troy and Jerusalem no 
such a siege bas been seen." 

With the capturt: anq destruction of Magdeburg 
tl\e luck of Tilly turned. Hitherto he had been 
resistless ; now th.: shadow of this crime weighed 
on him and paraly'ied him. Gustavus Adolphus 
marched again.,t him, and the two armies met at 
Breitenfeld, near Leipzig. Tilly, who could boast 
of having won thirty-s1x battles, was here beate.t for 
the first time, and had to seek safety in flight. 
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Gustavus Adolphus· now swept through Germany, 
driving out tbc Catholics, as Tilly had expelled the 
Protestants. At Merscburg' two thousand of the 
Imperialists were cut to pieces. "'unburg was 
taken, and all the monks found in it given up to 
the soldiers to butcher. The Swedes were as un .. 
sparing as the Imperialists. Only within the last 
.five years have the skulJs been buried of all the 
male population of Kirchoven in the Breisgau who 
were slaughtered by the Swedes, after having in.. 
duced them to surrender 'vith promise of life. . 
· The palatine and h_is wife Elizabeth retumtd, 
and the latter, in ber delight at the successes of 
Gustavus, on meeting him threw her anns round 
his tleck and exclaimed, "Not Tilly, but I, have 
taken Gustavus the Great a pri!>Oner! ,. They ac
c:.ompanied him in his triumphant march through 
Bavaria; and with him entered Munich; and in 
moct'cery both llf the religion of the people and of 
the arms of the city, which is a monk, she made a 
monkey ride ·on a horse .at her side dressed in ~_DO.. 
nastic habit, with a. rosary in its paw, blinking and 
mal:ing faces at the people. Again Tilly gathered · 
an army and met Gustavus, but -in a battle· on the 
Lech was defeated, and a cannon ball shattered his 
thigh. His dying warning to Maximilian, Elector 
of Bavaria, was to garrison Ratisbon, at any price, 
as the key to Austria and Bohemia. · 

The cruelties and outrages committed by the 
Swedes now 'exasperated the peasantry to the last 
degree, and they rose against them, and, hiding in 
the birch woods that c_over so much of the rubbly 
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plain of Bavaria, sallied forth and fell on all the 
stragglers of the Protestant army. Banner, an of. 
ficer of Gustavus, took a fearful vengeance on the 
town of Friedstadt, where the citizens had mur
dered some of his soldiers, v. ho had been plunder
ing and outraging the people. He burnt the place 
to the ground, and put all tbe inhabitants to the 
sword. 

Gustavus was a sturdily-built man, with a tall 
head, pale blue or gray eyes. He wore no armour, 
but a buff leather jerkin, and on his head a wlute 
hat"with a green feather in it, and high top yellow 
leather boots. He had landed in Pomerania with 
only sixteen thousand men, but his army· rapidly 
swelled as that of the Imperialists melted a\1ay. 
The snow king, instead of melting, like a snowball 
gathered size as he rolled on. He had now ;o,ooo 
men. In his due distress, not knowing where else 
to turn for aid, the emperor appealed pnce more to 
Wallenstein. Wallenstein, fully aware of the em
peror's heJplessnesc;, coldly refused unless his own 
terms were acceded to, that the whole of the im
perial troops should be placed solely and unre. 
servedly under his command, and that every con
quest made by him ~>hould be entirely at h1s dis. 
posal, and that he 5hould be allowed to confiscate 
whatever property he chose for the maintenance of 
his troops. These were hard termc;, and placed the 
emperor and hi-; dominion'! at the mercy of an un
principled adventurer. Rut in his neces<>ity Fer
dinand had no resource but to yield. Wallenstein 
had been l1ving ~n more than royal state in Bohemia 
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on the spoils of his first campaign. He had a mag~ 
nificent palace-at Prague, with six gates guarded by 
sentinels. 1-.. ifty halbardiers, clothed in splendid 
uniforms: waited in his ante-chamber; six barons and 
as many knights attended his person; !lis ta~e was 
daily spread for sixty guests; his stables were fur
nished with marble mangers. When he travelled 
his numerous suites were conveyed in twelve state 
coaches and fifty carriages ; as many waggons bore 
his plate and equipage, and the cavalcade was ac .. 
companied by fifty grooms on horseback, ·with fifty 
led horses richly caparisoned. · Wallenstein wo6 a 
tan; thin man; with; sallow complexion, red, short 
'cropped hair, with small twinkling eyes.. He did 
not:"t~lk much but he was very observant, and he 
quickly t~ok the measure of the abilities of a'rnan 
with whom he had to do. He .was wand and noble 
in his ideas, disdained dissimulation, hated flattery 
and every vi~ that evinced meanness and timidity 
of character. fie was very generous to all who did 
him a good turn, but implacable in his resentments. 

No sooner was it rumoured that Wallenstein was to 
be genera1 again than mercenarie~ came to him 
from all quarters, and he found himself at once at 
the head of sixty thousand men. Gustavus was then 
at ,Nuremberg at the head of only sixteen thousand. 
Wallenstein marched against him, but would not 
attack him. If ever you go to ~ urcmberg ·by rail 
you will cro.s$ a long, level plain, very bare of trees, 
but you will see some rising ground beiore reach. 
ing Nuremberg, crowned by a town. This is Furth, 
which name mea~s a fort. It was a strongly forti. 
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fied place. Gustavus made it his headquarters. 
Wallenstein occupied a low wooded· hill, about two 
miles south o£ Furth, surmounted by a ruined 
castle~ where he intrenched himself, and quietly 
waited his time. Some one asked him why he did 
not attack the Swedish king, as he had so many 
more men. "No," answered \Vallenstein, "too 
much has been staked on battles. Wait~ we will 
try other means." Now he was himself eager to 
measure his military skill against Gustavus, who was 
conside~ed the greatest general of the day, but be 
res\rained his ardour, and waited, watching him for 
threewhole months. Gustavus could not get away. 
He was cramped in Furth. He was short of provis
ions, but then he was gathering help from his aMies, 
till his army swelled to the size of that of the Im
perialists. The Duke o£ Bavaria became Impatient, 
and remonstrated with Wallenstein. "Wait," an
swered the Bohemian general. His s~ldiers became 
clamorous. "Wait," he said. And he was right. 
At last Gustavus could bear inaction no more : pes. 
tilence had broken out in his army, and he deter
mined to drive Wallenstein from his position.' The 
attack was ct>mmenced' by the German troops in the 
Swedi!!h service, but a shower of balls, rained down 
from a hundred pieces or artillery, soon compelled 
them to retreat. Gustavus then, to shame them, led . 
on his own sturdy warriors, the Finlanders; but 
their ranks were shattered by a cannonade, and 
bravery availed nothing against an enemy who was 
not to be reached. A third attack met no better 
success A fo~rth, fifth, sixth, from fresh bodies 
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of troops, proved equally hopeless, and at last,. 
after a ten-hours' engagement, and a loss of 3000 
men, Gustavu!!l was compelled . to draw off his 
forces. The difficult task of effecting a retreat in the 
face of the enemy was skilfully executed b)> Colonel 
Hepburn, a Scotch officer in the Swedish service. 

Offended at the promotion of an inferior officer 
above his head, he had sworn not to draw his 
sword for Gustavus again; but now the king, in 
his emergency, begged o£ him this favour, the 
brave soldier forgot his resentment. "Sire, this is 
the only service I cannot refuse to perform, siflcc 
it requires some daring,'• was his answer, and lie 
executed his task most gallantly. But it was not 
Wallenstein's intention always to remain on the de
tensive. At length, on Nov. 6, l6Jz, just two 
months a(ter the battle of Furth, the imperial and 
Swedish armies were ranged against each other for 
a decisive e~gagement at Lutzen, not far from 
Leipzig. A thick fog that hun$' about till eleven 
o'clock hid each army from the other. Tlie Impe
rialists were drawn up in line with four squares of 
ilifantry in the centre, which were further protected 
by trenches lined with musketeers and flanked 
with cannon. 

The king himself led the attack. Annoyed by 
the trenches he leaped from his horse, seized a 
pike and led on his men to pass them, and the {m· 
perial infantry were driven back. But at that mo. 
ment Gustavus heard that his left was wavering, 
flew to its assistance, but, in the log, missed his 
way, and was surrounded by a body of Imperialist 

I 



DEAT/f OF GUSTAVUS ADOlPHUS.· ~~J. 

horsemen, who fired. ·,A ball struck and sh~erei).· 
his arm; a second pierced his breast~ He fell~, 
his saddle, and his masterless horse, dashing along
the front of the lines, proclaimed to the troops the 
loss of their king. The Duke of Saxe-Weimar 
cried out that ·Gustavus was not dead, 'but a pris
oner, and the Swedes rushed like· an avalanche ·on 
the Imperialists, mad with rage, ana eager to res
cue their sovereign. The lmpl'!rialists gave way. 
Two of ~heir powder 'waggons exploded, and the 
victory would have declared for the Swedes had 
not reinforcements arrived to arrest their victorious 
career. Then the fog came down with the ap~ 
proach of night; dense, raw, and blinding, and put 
an end to the battle. But for the death of Ciusta• 
vus the rout of Wallenstein would have been ·com· 
plete. He had lost his cannon, and his men were 
disorganized. He withdrew to Bohemia to recon
struct his army, and there he remai~ed for a long 
time inactive, whilst carrying on a secret correspon-
dence with the enemy. · ' 

. Ferdinand, in the mean time, was yery un.easy at 
the tremendous power exercised by the general, and 
he desired to escape from the obligation wherewith. 
he had bound himself when asking \Vallenstein's 
help. The town of Ratisbon, which was the key 
to Bohemia, was besieged bf the Duke of Weimar, 
and the emperor ordered Wallenstein· to relieve it. 
But the Duke of Friedland (that was Wallenstein's 
title) refused to be ordered ~bout by'lhe emp~ror, 
as against the compact, and allowed Ratisbon and 
two other important towns to be taken by the 
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enemy without attempting to stay them. This 
conduct irritated Ferdinand, and he resolved on 
dismissing him from the supreme command •• Then 
Wallenstein, in his anger and disgust, £lent offers to 
the Protestant princes to come over to their a=de. 
But they suspected that he was only deluding them 
and put him off. The imperial • court was well 
aware or the meditated treachery, and in alarm at 
its result. Who could resist Wallenstein, combined 
with the Protestant princes and the Swedes? In 
indignation Ferdinand deprived him of. the .com
mand and pronounced against bini the ban of 'the· 
empire. But Wallenstein. was· confident in hill 
power over his men. He was mistaken •. 

lJlere were two Scotchmen, Gorpon and Leslie, 
and an Irishman, Butler, whom he specially trusted. 
They had, however, been gained by the· imperial 
court.· Another,. Captain Devereux, was taken into 
the plot. A~ midnight of February 25, I6J4, Gor
don, at the head of, thirty soldiers, burst into \Vat .. 
lenstein's bedroom .after he had "''"etired to rest. 
Alarmed by the tramp he sprang from his bed iri 
his night-shirt, and forced open his• window to call 
for assistance. Devereux shouted, "Are you the 

'traitor who are going to deliver the imperial troops 
to the enemy, aml tear the crown from the· head or 
the emperor?"• Wall,nstein made no reply. He 
stretched out his arms. Gordon held aloft the flam· 
ing candle, and a halbert was run through the body 
of the great general. · ' 

Though the treachery of Wallenst~in is undcnia. 
ble, his murder must ever 'remain as a stain on th~ 
history of Austria. . . 



XLI. 

PEACE An'ER THE LONG WAR. 

(1648.) 

AFTER the death of Wallenstein the command over 
th,imperial army was given to the son of the em
peror, afterwards Ferdinand III., and in the place of 
Gustavus Adolphus, Duke Bernard of Weimar and 
the Swedish general, Horn, commanded the Protest
ant· armies. At N ordlingen the latter were com . .' 
pletely defeated.. Horn was taken prisoner and 
Bernard fled, with the loss of all his treasure and 
twelve thousand men. The French, now jealous of . . 
the power of the emperor, came to the assistance of 

·the Protestants, and formed an army, burning, butch. 
ering and plundering over the Rhine. Success 
swayed from side to side ; neither obtained decisive 
victory. The country was become too exhausted to 
endure {u!ther war. ·Attempts at concluding peace 
were begun at OsnabrOck and MUnster, and finally 
concluded in 1648; and this is known in history a:t 
the PEACE OF WESTPHALIA. 

This peace brought the terrible Thirty Years' War 
to an end, but by it Germany lost some of her. 
fairest territories. France took Elsass, Sweden took 
Pomerania. Switzerland and Holland, which had 

~ Z51 



258 PEACE AFTEN TilE LONG WAN. 

lutherto been united to the German Empire, were 
separated, and recognized as independent states. 
The supreme power was inve<>ted in the Rcichstag, 
or Imperial Diet, which was to sit permanently at 
Ratisbon. The several German princes were made 
almost wholly independent, so that the empire as an 
unity was reduced to a shadow. With regard to 
religion, Catholics, Lutherans, and Calvinists were 
put on the same footing of equality. All church 
lands seized by the Protestants were to remain in 
the hands of the Protestant princes. Jlope Innocent 
X. protested and published a bull against this de.is. 
ion, but no one p<iid attention to him. Germany was 
sick to the heart of war. 

0' the devastation wrought in those terrible thirty 
years it is hard to realize the extent. Twa-thirds 
of the inhabitants had perished, not only by the 
sword, but by the miseries which followed in the 
train of war-famine and pestilence. Hundreds of 
villages had disappeared ; others stood empty, un
populated. The corn-fields were trampled down and 
untilled. Trade had failed in the towns. The 
streets were deserted and grass-grown, the doors of 
the houses broken in. The shattered windows of 
many dwellings showed that the inhabitants were 
dead or were wanderers. But to come to particulars. 
In the little duchy of Wurtemberg, in the Thirty 
Years' War, 8 towns, 45 v1llages, 68 churches, and 
36,000 houses were destroyed. In the seven years 
between I634-1641, in Wurtemberg alone, 345,000 
persons perished, In Thuringia, before the war, in 
19 villagrs were 1773 families i Q{ these only 316 
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remained after it. Before the war there were half a 
million inhabitants in the,Palatinate.• at the Peace 
of \Yestphalia there were 48,ooo:. In 1618 the 
population of Germany' numbered between 16 and 
•7 'millions.; in 1649 there were pot quite 4 millJons. 
So terrible had' been the famine during the ;war 
that cases of cannibalism ·were not rare. ·Bands 
of men were formed whd, lived: like wild': beasts, 
preying on those they caught. Near Worms such 
a band was attacked and. dispersed. as they were 
cooking in a g.:eat cauldron human legs and arms • 
.Sfirving creatures cut 'dowp criminals fro,m the gal .. 
lows to eat them. So great was the depopula:.. 
tion that ln . Franconia ·the state passed a' law 
authorizing ~very man to marry two. wives,, and 
forbidding men and women from becoming monks 
and nuiis. · · 



XLII. 

THREE STROKES BY A MAN IN YELLOW. 

TENyears after the Peace of Wc.,tphalia Leopold, 
the son of Fcrdtnand Ill., was elected emperor. 
i lti long rci~n of nearly fifty years was for the mcst 
part taken up w1th war a~ainst Louis XIV., of 
France. TillS craftv and po\\erful monarch had 
made up his fr'ind that the Rhine should be the 
frontter of his realm. Leopold \ras an amiable but 
weak soverei~, reigning at a t1me ''hen one of very 
strong character and iron \\ill was necessary to bind 
together the l~o~ely cohering empire, and to meet 
and frustrate the intrigues of Louis. 

The prmccs of Germany "ere so selfish, so indtf
fcrent to the welfare of fatherland in their greed 
of personal advancement, that they were ready to 
lend an ear to the wJiy advice of the French king, 
and to act as hts tools against their country's peace 
and pro~perity. Accordmgly, many of the German 
pnncL<; ~iJcd w1th the French king again<;t the1r 
emperor. By the Treaty of \\'c~tphalia Chatlcs 
Louis, ~on of the contemptible Frederick, the winter 
J..ing, wa-; reinstated in the Palatinate of the Rhine, 
of \\ hich Heidelberg was the capital, but he was 
not given back the Upper Palatm1.te, which re-
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mainerl to . Bavaria. This irritated him,' and he 
readily received bribes from' Louis XIV. The 
Duke of Wurtemberg also sided \,·ith the :french,' 
as well as the electors of Mainz and Cologne, and 
the dukes of "Brunswick and Hesse-Cassel. . 

The .result of this was that some of the fairfst. 
parts of Germany, especially the right bank of the 
Rhine and the Palatinate, were wasted by the 
French. Towns and villages just recovering from 
the Thirty Years'\Var were burnt again. Several 
important towns were lost to Germany, espe<:ially 
~rasburg, which was treacherously seized by Louis 
in time of peace (1681). Louis had for some time 
been in correspondence with some of the magis
trates of Strasburg. One day M. de Louvots, the 
French minister of war, summoned a gentleman to 
him named Chamilly, and gave him the following 
instructions : •• Start this evening for Dasle. On the 
fourth day from this, punctually at. 2 o'clock, sta. 
tion yourself on. the Rhine bridge, note-book in 
hand, and write down everything you see going on 
for two hours. Then at four o'clock come back, 
travelling night and day without stopping." 

Chamilly obeyed. He reached Basle, and on the 
day and at the hour appointed stationed himsetr, 
note-book in hand, on the bridge •. Presently, a 
market-cart drives ~ Then an old woman with a 
basket of fruit passes. Anon, a little urchin trun
dles his hoop by. Next, an old gentleman in blue 
top-coat jogs past on his grey mare. Three o•ctock 
chimes from the cathedral tower. Just at the last 
stroke a tall fellow in yellow waistcoat and breeches 
saunters. up, goes to the middle or the bridge, 
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lounges over, looks at the water, then strikes three 
hearty blows with his stick on the parapet. Down 
goes every detail in Chamilly's book. At fou1 
o'clock he jumps into his carriage, and at midnight, 
after two days of incessant travelling, presents him. 
self before the minister, Ceding ashamed of ha\ ing 
such trifles to record. M. de Louvois took the note
book, and when his eye caught the mention of the 
yellow-breeched man a gleam of joy flashed across 
his face. He rushed to the king, roused him from 
sleep, spoke in private '~ ith him for a few moments, 
and then couriers were sent off in haste "ith scaltd 
orders. Eight days after, the city of Stra:>burg was 
surrounded by French troops- and summoned to sur· 
rende'r. It capitulated, and threw open its gates on 
the 30th September, 1u81. The three strokes oCthe 
stick given by the fellow in yellow were the signal 
that the magistrates were ready to receive the French. 

Three paciijcations \\ere concluded with the 
French: that of Nimwegen, "hich concluded the 
Dutch war in 1678, that of Ryswick, at the end 
of the Orleans war, carried on because of the claim 
of the Duchess o( Orleans to the estates of her 
brother Char! e.;;, the elector palatine, who died with. 
out children (this was concluded in 1&)7), and that 
of Utrecht, after the Spanio;;h War of the Succession, 
in 1714. The people called these treaties the peaces 
of Nimweg, Reissweg, and U nrecht (take-a\\ ay, 
tear-away, and unright), because Germany lost 
something by them all. In order to 'facilitate his 
schemes Louis XIV. stirred up the Turks to invade 
the empire. They poured through Hungary and 
laid siege to V1enna, which held out valiantly for 
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two months. The Turks S\\ ept the neighborh ood 
and sent eighty-seven thousand of the inhabitants 
in to slavery. . They blew up the walls, and the ci ty 
11·a surrounded by ruins and piles of rubbi sh. Still 
the dauntless Vienn ese held out, animated by their 
gallant commander, Count Stahrenberg, who, though 
wounded, was carried in a litter, and by thei r 
bi hop, Kolonitsch, who devoted himself zealously 
to ministering to the wounded. At last , in despair, 

BERLIN IN 166o. 

they sent up a flight of rockets from the top of the 
spire of S. Stephen's Church. It was an~w ~.: rcJ by 
the discharge of fire-arms; John Sobieski, Kin g of 
Poland, had come to the rescue. The Turks were 
defeated and driven back with a loss of twenty 
thousand men. When the tent of the visir who 
commanded the Turks was taken, the letters of 
Louis XIV. were found in it, incitin g him against 
the Austrians. 

During this .sad time of hostility two men espe
cially distinguished themsel ves by their high char. 
acters, genius, and courage, th ~::se we re the .. Great 
Elector" and Prince Eugt:ne. 



XLIII. 

A NOBLE RULER. 

(164o-1688.) 

BY the Peace of Westphalia Germany was di
vtded into a great number of independent states. 
The princes of these states, as already said, cared 
little for the commonwealth, and were bent on their 
owrf selfish ends, and they set the emperor at defi. 
ance. The Elector of Brandenburg was a noble 
exception. 

Henry I. had created the 1\largravate of Branden
burg as a bul~ark against the heathen Wends, who 
ltved on the Baltic. It was not then called Bran
denburg but the Northmark. But Albert the Bear,_ 
"ho conquered the greater portion of the Wend· 
land and annexed it to his state, called himself Mar
grave of Brandenburg. His race died out, and at 
the time of the Council of Constance, Frederick of 
Hohenzollern, Burgrave of Nuremberg, bought the 
margravate from the emperor Sigismund, in 1415. 

:You may remember an account given of Hohen
staufen, the cradle of the great Swabian emperors. 
Hohenzollern, the cradle of the kings of Prussia and 
present emperors of Germany, is just such another 
conical hill,in the same Swabian table-land. It be. 
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longs now to the emperor, who has rebuilt the cas
tle with great splendour. You may remember also 
how you were told that Albert of Brandenburg, 
Grand Master of the Teutonic Order, became a 
Lutheran and seized on Prussia, which was the 
possession of the Order, and made it 'his own as a 

MDI OF WA& OJ.l TH& GII.EAT Eu:c'fOIL. 

(From model In Berlin.) 

hereditary state. Albert left granddaughters, and 
Joachim Frederick, Elector of Brandenburg, mar
rie<l Eleanor, the younger, and his son, John Sigis
mund, married An-na,· the elder, and secured the 
Duchy of Prussia to their family. The relationship 
was strange. Eleanor was thus stepmother to her 
elder sister, and the stepmother was seven yearo:. 
younger than her stepdaughter. Frederick Willian., 
the Great Elector, was grandson of John Sigismund 
and Anna. Under him a great deal of additional ·. 
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territory was got, but he gained his name of "The 
Great Elector "partly by his wise government of his 
states, and partly by his brilliant military achieve
ments. He stood faithfully by the side of the em
peror and resisted all the overtures of the King of 
France. Louis XIV., to keep his dangerous oppo
nent engaged at a distance from the Rhine, made a 
league with the Swedes, and induced them to attack 
Brandenburg whilst the elector was on the Upper 

1'HE CllEAf ELKC'I'Ol AND WIFE. 

(From a medal.) 

Rhine. But no sooner did he hear of their descent 
·than he hastened home with forced marches and 
encountered them when they least expected his 
presence. A battle was fought at Fehrbellin. Dur
ing the fight his equerry, Frobenius, observed that 

. the enemy's fire was mainly directed against the 
el~ctor himsei£, who was distinguished by the white 
horse he rode. Frobenius induced the elector to / 

·change mounts with him • . Scarce had he done so 
and gone two paces from his master when a can
non-ball struck him dead. Shortly after, Frederick 
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William saw himself surrounded by the enemy, but 
he had nine dragoons with him, and they hewed their 
"ay through. After a desperate struggle the Bran. 
denburgers won the day, and the Swedes, who had 
been thought invincible, were obliged to take to 
flight. In the winter of 1678 the Swedes again in. 
vaded Prussia, but were repulsed by the dector, who 
pursued them in sledges over the frozen Gulf of 
Courland, caught them again at Riga, and again de.; 
feated them. 



XLIV. 

BITTERLY FIGHTING TilE TURKS. 

, .. PRINCE EUGENE of Savoy was a· small man o~ no 
presence,- whose mission it was to check the ad .. 
vance of Louis XIV. in Germany on the \Ve~ and 
in the East to break the power of the rurks. On 
account of his feeble body he had been designed 
(<fit the Church, and was nicknamed "the little A b.. 
bot." But Eugene felt no call .for the relig;ous 
life, and a -very great desire to be a soldier.. He 

, first offered his services to Louis XIV., but that 
king dismi~sed him contemptuously, and then he 

· left France and .took part in the Austrian wars 
, against the Turks. During the siege of Vienna, in 

1683, he dis.Played such heroism that the emperor 
gave him the command of a regiment of. dragoons . 

. The great dragoons scoffed at their officer and said, 
" Hah! the :Abbotikin in his grey cloak won't 
reach the chins of the Turk!fto pull their beards.'' 

· But they were mistaken •.. He not only pulled their 
beards, but pulled them over and made them bite 

· the dust;' In 1697 he was given his first command 
over .an army, and was sent to oppose the Turks. 
who had invaded Hungary under the lead of the 
sultan, Eugene came on them as they were crossing 
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the river Teiss on a temporary bridge, and with the. 
loss of only 500 men completely routed the Turks, 
who lost so,CXX> men, and. sent the sultan flying 
back to Constantinople. 

Louis XIV. now did all in his power to gain the. 
little man. He offered him the title of field-marshal, 
the governorship of a French province, and a large 
sum of money. But Eugene sent the messengers 
back with the answer, "Tell your king that I am 
field-marshal to an emperor, which is quite as hon
ourable an office as that he offers me. As Cor 
monll)', I do not want it. As long as I faithfully 
serve my master, he "will· not suffer me to lack." 
Prince Eugene completely won the hearts of' his 
sold1ers. He looked carefully after their wants, a..id 
when their p~y was in arrear he would pay them 
out of hi~ own pocket. He was frank and kindly in 
address; and when the little man called to his sol
diers to show their metal, it was like,s~nding an 
electric shock through them : they would g.o any
where, do anything he told them,· He; gained great 
renown through his success·against the Turks, who 
were not only the enemies of Austria, but of Chris
tendom. He defeated them in several battles, and 
a~ length forced them to conclude a peace greatly 
to the advantage of the emperor. · 

Eugene wao; soon to gain even greater renown by 
his victories over the French.. 



XLV. 

ALL EUROPE AT WAR. 

(1701-1714-) 

AFfER. the death of Charles IL of Spain, without 
children, Louis XIV. of France, the emperor, .{.eo
pold I., and Joseph Ferdipand, Elector of Bavaria, 
all put in a claim to the crown· of Spain. This 
ocmsioned a war of thirteen years, in whic}J the 
principal European states were involved.' It began 
under Leopold 1., was carried on by his son, Joseph 
J., and only came to an end under Charles VI., the 
brother of J QSeph I. 

On the side o( the .emperor were Holland, ~ng
land, Portugal, the Elector of Hanover. and the 
Elector Frederick of Brandenburg, who, with the 
consent o.f the emperor, assumed 'the title of. King 
of Prussia: : · ' . · . 

The command of the allies was iiven to Prince 
Eugene ·and the illustrious English general, the 
Duke of Marlborough. ·Against such able com. 
manders the French could do nothing. , They were 
beaten in Germany, beaten in the Netherlands, and 
beaten in Italy. Their allies were the Elector o£ 
Bavaria and the Pope. Moreover,· an insurrection 
broke out in Hungary at the very time that they 
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were invading Germany, so as greatly to distract 
the Imperial forces. Prince Eugene began the war 
in Italy, but speedily Germany b~came ·the scene 
of conflict, as Louis XIV. poured an army ov~r the. 
Rhine, across the Black Forest .to the Danube, 
threatening Vieima. This great army, which was 
joined by the Bavarians,. numbered s6,oao men, 
and Marlborough and 'Eugene were only able to 
oppose 52,000 to. them. The great ·and. decisive 

, battle, upon which the fate of the House of Austria· 
hung, was fought at Blenheim, a village on the 
Danube, between Ulrn and lngolstadt. The Fr;nch 
were drawn up behind the s~all stream, the Nebel. 

:bach, which forms swamps and marshes, before 
it kllls Into the Danube. In . addition to these 
swamps ninety pieces of cannon protected the 
centre. On the right the French had the village 
o£ Blenheim; and the left rested on a thick wood. 
Marlbo~oug~ and Eugene drew up before the 
swamp, in order of battle, Marlborough on the l~ft 
and centre, and ~ogene on the right. The battJe 
began with an attack by the British infantry on 
Blenheim, but they were repulsed, after repeated 
encounters, with great $laughter. Then Marlbor. 
ough suddenly gathered them together and drove 
them like a wedge against the centre, scrambling, 
floundering through the. swamps, but going on 
as Englishmen will go, although the 90 cannon 
po'unded them. A cannon-ball grazed .his horse 
and threw Marlborough to the ground; the troops 
trembled for their leader i the fate of Austria 
hung suspended on the life of the general. But 
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next moment he \\as seen mounted again. A ring
ing cheer burst from the British, and on they went, 
flmging bundles and faggots before them into th~ 
marsh, and stepping over on them. Marlborough 
got the cavalry mrer first and charged up the slope 
at the French and Bavarians. After the cavalry 
came the infantry. The .centre gave way, recoiled; 
the enemy's force broke up, and nothing remained 
but a disorganized multitude. Of the enemy 40,· 
ooo men were killed, \\ounded, or taken prisoners. 
They lost 300 standards and 120 pieces of cannon. 

Tile present post-road has been carried over the 
battle-field, and, to make a foundation, heaps of 
bones of horses and men have been shovelled in 
that were found there when the road was lon
structed. Broken, dispersed, and ruined, the 
wretched remains of that army which had threat· 
ened Germany with bondage, and spread terror to 
the gates of Vienna, made the best of .its way back 
to the Rhine and Vosges, pursued by the allies. 
The first result o£ this victory was the submi~>sion 
of the Duke of Bavaria; the next was that the 
emperor was able to send troops into Hungary to 
quell the insurrection there. The battle of Blen
heim was fought on Aug. 2, 1704- The scene of 
warfare now passed to the Netherlands; but Marl
borough remained inactive all 1705, watching the 
French, who contemptuously invented and piped a 
song, " Marlborough s'en va t'en guerre," which 
was played before his lines to fire him into activity; 
but Marlborough knew what he was about, and 
on May 12, J]OO, he went to war in good earnest, 
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met the French at Ramillies and totally defeated 
them. He beat them again in 1708 at Oudenarde, 
and again with great loss at Malplaquet in 1 709· 
At the same time Eugene was defeating the French 
in Italy. Overwhelmed by these disasters Louis 
XIV. tried to make peace. He offered to give up 
all claim to Spain, and even to supply money to 
help the allies to expel his grandson, Philip of 
Anjou, the new king, out of Spain. But the allies 
\\'ere not satisfied with these offers. They insisted 
on Louis himself driving his grandson out of Spain, 
and tinding himself to do it within two months. 
This was asking for the impossible, and Louis XIV. 
said, with reason, "Well, if I must fight, let it be 

• against my natural enemies, not against my own 
children." 

"Pride," says the proverb, "goes before a fall." 
This proved true now. Fortune turned quite unex
pectedly, and favoured the French king. • The emper
or Joseph I. died without children, and the Austrian 
inheritance passed to his brother Charles, who 
claimed the throne o( Spain. But European sover
eigns did not want to have an emperor with the 
dominions of Charles V., so he was forced to give up 
his claims to Spain, and the grandson of Louis XIV. 
was acknowledged as king and took the title of 
Phtlip V. This was the result of the agreement 
come to by the powers at the Peace of Utrecht in 
1713, and the emperor was obliged next year to con . 

. sent to it at the Treaty of Rastadt. 



XLVl. 

POWDERI:.D WIGS AND PATCHES. 

WE are now at the period o( powdered v.·igs and 
patched (aces. It is called the period o( rococco, 
from rocht and coquillt, rock and shell, as the orna
mental work in architectural decoration affected a 
combination of rock and shell work. There ~·as a 
general reaCtion against the stiffness of former times. 
AU straight lines were avoided ; gentlemeR even 
studied to stand in-curved attitudes. The ladies in 
the t6th century had worn rich and thick damask 
silks, embroidered till they were stiff. At the mar
riage of a Erincess o( one of the Saxon families she 
found it impossible to kneel, and was obliged to be 
married standing, like an extinguisher, with her 
skirts hard as board. But now the ladies wore light 
silk and satin, with their skirts looped up in paniers, 
showing petticoats of another colour. Their heads l 
of hair were, however, piled up and intern·oven with 
ribbands and chains of pearls, and feathers and 
flowers were stuck into them, so that before going 
out in such array they could not lie down to sleep 
in their bds. 

Gentlemen wore \\bite powdered wigs,. velvet 
coats. richly frogged, and long satin embroidered 
waistcoats, satin breeches, and silk stockings. They 
had their faces closely shaved. The story is told of 
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a duchess, Louise' Marla Gonzaga, niece o£ Louis 
XIV., when she was shown the portrait o£ Ladislas, 
King of Poland, whom she was to marry, that she 
exclaimed:.....:.uBut-he is deformed! He has two 
great moles, like rats' tai}s, ~rowing on his upper 
lip! "-These were his moustaches. She had never 
seen, or supposed it possible, that men's hair grew 
thus. 

A great deal of building 
went on in Germany at this 
time, and the churches in the 
Catholic parts, which had 
been half wrecked by the 
Swedes, were r e s t or c d. 
Statues were sculpturcc~ in 
theatrical attitudes, and cov
ered with tidoil washed over 
with colour to represent sat. 
in. Everything that could 
be gilt was overlaid with gold 
leaf. It was a splendour
loving time. In the courts, 

'-----............ ~ luxury and extravagance 
HUD-Duau. (TIME oF were unbridled, and the 
FUDJRJCJt WJLLLUl n.' peasantry were ground down 

with taxes to supply funds for this prodigality. 
During· the Thirty Years' War most of the old 

country nobility had died out or been impoverished. 
The only people who had gained by these wars 
were the princes, who were left alone, with no one to 
stand between them and the people, and they ruled 
by caprice, levying taxes as they wanted money. 
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The emperor took to issuing patents ol nobility 
and selling titles to raiSe money, and the prince!J 
did. the same. Any one who could find money 
was able to obtain what title he desired. 

The poetry of the periqd is pompous and unnat. 
¥ral, but to this rococc:o age one art owes its 
birth, that of music. 
' 
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TilE TROUBLES OF A NOBLE QUEEN. 

{I74D-l745•) 

GERMAN history enters on a new epoch in the 
yea•I740- In this year Frederick II. became King 
o£ Prussia, and Maria Theresa became sove,reign in 
Austria. Then the insatiable greed o£ increasing 
their power, which seems to have b~en 'inherent in 
the llohenzollerns, impelled Frederick into war with 
Maria Theresa at the very beginning of their reigns, 
costing many thousands o£ men their lives and 
wasting many fair provinces. The "ccasion was 
this:-

The emperor, Charles VI., died · withqut male 
issue. His efforts had been directed during his 
reign chiefty to one point, to secure the Austrian 
dominions to his admirable daughter, Maria Theresa. 
To this end he contrived that: an agreement should 
be signed both by the estates of the empire and tht: 
Austrian monarchy, and also by the reigning princes 
o£ Europe. This agreement was called 14 THE PRAG· 

MATIC SANCTION." When Charles VI. died, In 
1740, Maria Theresa, who was· married to Duke 
Francis of Lorraine, seized t~ reins ol government 
of all the lands. belonging to Austria, that, is, Bobe. 
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mia, Hu ngary, Au tri roper, Tyrol. Styria, Car. 
inthia, etc. But, in spite of the Pragmatic Sanction, 
vari ou claims were made for several of these lands. 
The ambassador of Charles Albt>r t , Elector of Ba-

-~ 
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varia, entered Vi nna to announ ce that his so\·er
cign could not acknowledge the youn g q u e~n as 
heiress and uccessor to her father, because the 
Hou£e of Bavaria laid claims to the Austrian inher
itance. 

Frederick II. of Pru ·ia. also, seeing th at he had 
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to do with a young and feeble woman, bluster. 
ingly demanded some of the Silesian principalities. 
As· Maria Theresa had sufficient spirit. to refuse 
these insolent demands war broke out, in which 
France, Spain, and Poland took part with Bavaria 
and Prussia against her. These wars go by the 
name of the "War of the Austrian Succession,'1 

and the ''Three Silesian Wars." 
Maria Theresa is one of the noblest and best of 

women who have made themselves a !.'lame in his· 
tory. In the spring of her life, nobly built, her 
digQity of majesty and charm of womanhood com· 
bined to turn the scale of her fortunes at the most 
critical period in her career. The Elt;:ctor of Cologne 
acknowledged her only by the title of archducaess. 
The Elector Palatine sent her a letter by the corn· 
mon post, superscribed, 11 To the Archduchess Maria 
Theresa," and the King of Spain refused her ·any 
other title than Duchess of Tuscanr. Her hus
band was a poor creature, who treated her without 
rehard, and was no strength to her in her trials. 
At first only the King of Prussia seemed to stand 
by her; ~e promised his support whilst collecting 
his troops for a descent on Silesia. -It was with 
surprise, therefore, that the· young queen re· 
ceived an insolent demand for Silesia from the 
rude messenger of Frederick II. Even the minis~ 
ters of the Prussian king blushed at their master's 
conduct. 

A battle was fought at Molwitz. The right wing 
of the Prussians was broken; wher~upon King 
Frederick galloped a\vay as hard as his horse could 



~82 TROUBLES OF A NOBLE QUEEN. 

:artf him, in spi~e ,of the entreaty o( his officers to 
stay. and never drew rein till he came to Oppeln, 
where, to his dismay, he found a party of Austrian 
bussars, who fired, but belore they could gain their 
horses the king galloped back to his troops, and 
round to his astonishment that they had Jained a 
complete victory during his absence. • 
' After thi$ victory his insolence, was unbounded. 

The English sent an ambassador to 'mediate, and 
spoke of magnanimity. u Magnani~ity! Bah l" 
he shouted, "I care only lor my own interests." 
Maria· Theresa offe;ed to yield three duchiei tn 
Silesia: H Before the· war they might have con
tented me •. Now I want more," said Frederick. 
"WAat do I care about peace? Let those who 
want it give me what I want ; if not, let them fight 
me, and be beaten again." 



XLVIII. 

niE QUEEN'S BABY BOY 

(174I-J748.) 

WHEN things ha,d come to this pass, the Elector 
o£ l3avaria, supported by the French, advanced his 
claims by force of arms. He marched upon Vienna. 
At Linz he had homage done to himself as Arch
duke of Austria. He was within three days' rftarch 
of Vienna, and Maria Theresa was without an 
army, for that in Silesia was held in check by Fred
erick of Prussia. ·Her treasury was empty. She 
fied from her capital to Presburg. in Hungary, 
convoked the magnates, and appeared among them 
attired in Hungarian costume, the crown of S. Ste
phen on her head and his sword at her side. Radi· 
ant with beauty and spirit she addressed the diet, 
and called on the nobles as cavaliers to stand by a 
woman in her jeopardy. Then she held up her 
baby boy in her hands before the assembly, and 
the tears came· welling out of her beautiful .el'es. 
The answer came. The whole diet rose and flashed 
their swords from their scabbards, and as a roll ol 
thunder roared, " Moriamur pro rege nostro, Maria 
Theresa I" ("We will die for our sovereign, Maria 
Theresa.'~ 



MUlA THIIISA. 



A BRIEF REIGN. 

. In England 'the unprovoked aggression of the 
King o£ Prussia had excited general indignation, and 
Parliament granted 300,000 pounds to the queen.' 

In a short time o. considerable army o£ Hun· 
garians and Croats was assembled, which i~ a .lew 
weeks cleared Austria of the Bavarians and French, 
and pursued them into Bavaria, a.nd took the capi
tal; Munich. The French, who were in possession 
of Prague, were blockaded, but broke out in the 
depth of winter and escaped over the snowy' fields, 
leaving their course strewn with frozen corpses. 
Out of forty thousand men who had entered Bohe .. 
mia only 3000 survived the miseries of the retreat 
and returned to France. J-

But the Austrians opposed to Frederick U. had 
been less successful. The king defeated them again, 
and then, alarmed at the gathering power of Maria 
Theresa~ concluded a peace. with her, by which she 
made over to him a large portion of Silesia. 

On the very day on which the •Austrian army 
entered Munich the elector was crowned emperor 
at Frankfort, under the name of Charles VII., but 
the new· emperor was unable to show himself in 
his own dominions. His reign was short, and full 
of trouble, which he had brought'on himself. The 
war continued, with varying fortune. George II. of 
England himself took part in it at the head ol an • 
army of Hanoverians and Hessians, which, united to 
the imperial army, gained a signal victory bver the 
French at Dettingen, The news of the victory 
reached Vienna before the queen heard it. She 
was far down the Danube, but on her return she · 
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iound the banks for nine mtles lined .with people 
cheering, the cannon on the fortifications "ere boom. 
ing-, and the belb of the churches pealing. She 
entered her capital in a sort of triumph, and went 
at once to the cathedral to return thanks to God. 
Shortly after, other good ne\\ s came to her: Egna 
Neumarkt was taken, and all her hereditary posses
sions ''ere secured to her. 

Frederick II., "the Great:' was uneasy at these 
successes, and feared that Maria Theresa would be 
demanding back the Silesian duchies. Accordingly, 
with great secrecy, he intrigued with the Engl~h. 
and drew them away from the Austrian alliance, 
and then suddenly and unexpectedly invaded Bohe
mia, •nd defeated the imperial generals in several 
battles. He was greatly helped by a very odd man, 
a relative, the Prince of Dessau, a rough soldier, 
gaunt in ~hape and long in hmb. Prince Eugene 
was wont to caU him the" Bull-dog." He would not 
let his sons have a tutor, as he said he wanted them 
to make themselves, and not to be manufactured by 
others. He had a French chambcrlam, called Cha· 
lesac. One night the prince came in very drunk, 
and his chamberlain ventured to remonstrate \\ith 
him. The •• old Dessauer" seized a pair of pistols, 
and aiming at Chalesac's head, roared, '1 You dog! 
I will shoot you!'' "Do so if you will," ans\\ ered the 
chamberlain," but it will look ugly in history." The 
prince thought a moment, laid down the pistols, and 
said, "Yes, it would not read respectat-ly." One 
day, in church, the preacher gave out the first verse 
of a hymn:-



AN ANGRY PRINCE 

- Ne1thcr hunger nor thirst, 
Nor want nor pain, 

Nor wrath of the Great Prince 
Can me restrain." I 

The prince, thinking he was alluded to, grasped 
his walking-stick, and made a rush up the pulpit 
stairs to thrash the pastor for his insolence. The 
minister screamed," Sire! I mean Beelzebub, Beel. 
zebub, not your highness!" and scarce pacified the 
furious pnnce, and saved his own hide. 

The first Silesian war was from 1740to 1742. The 
second war was from 1744 to 1745, and was con
clu~ed by the treaty of Dresden, whereby Maria 
Theresa was once more ~ompelled to cede S1lesia 
to the victorious Prussian. •In this year the.em
peror, Charles VII., whom Maria Theresa had re
fused to recognize, d1ed, whereupon her husband 
was elected emperor, under the title of Francis I. 
Maximilian, the son of Charles VII., received back 
the duchy of Bavaria, and gave up his• claims on the 
Austrian inheritance. 

In 17 48 peace was concluded at Aix, whereby 
Maria Theresa lost two provinces in Italy. Silesia 
was already lost, as you have heard. 

You have not heard of the fighting that went on 
in Italy, bu.t the war had raged there, as well as in 
Germany and the Netherlands, and the King of Sar. 
dinia had been the queen's great adversary in lhaly. 



XLIX. 

THE HARDSHIPS 01" A YOUNG PRINCE. 

FREDERICK WILLIAM 1.,* King of Prussia, the 
father of Frederick the Great, was a brutal, hard man, 
but not without some good points in his chara,:ter. 
He hated ceremony, but not ceremony only,-the 

.very decencies of life. His great amusement was to 
gettloreign guests into his Tu:bagi(, or smoking-room, 
and there ply them with beer till he made them sick. 
He despised and hated learning, and when Baron 
Gundling, a very learned man, was invited to dine 

·with the kin-, Frederick William had an ape intro. 
duced, dressed exactly like the savant, and made 
the ape sit by him at table. To show his scorn for 
learning, he moreover insi~ted on having Gundling, 
when he died, buried in a cask, instead of a coffin. 
His daughtc.r, in her memoirs, says, •• My_ brother 
Frederick told me that one morning, when he went 
into the king' s room, our father seized him by the 
hair, flung him down, and after he had exhausted 
the strength of his arm on the boy's poor body he 
dragged him to the window, took the curtain rope, 
and twisted it round his neck. The prince had 

• Frtderick William I. was grandson of Freder1ck W1lham, "the 
Great Elector."' 
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presence of mind and strength to grasp his father's 
hands and scream for help. A chamberlain came 
in and plucked the boy away from the king." 

As Frederick William was riding round Berlin 
one day he saw a poor Jew slink out of his way. 
He stopped, seized him, and asked him his reason. 
" Sire I I was afraid of you I" said the scared He· 
brew. The king caught him by the nape of the 
neck, and, laying on to him with' his riding whip, 
with fury roared, 11 Love me 1 You shall love me ! 
I'll teach you to love me I " ' 

His great ambition was to make of Prussia a war· 
like•state. His recruiting officers went everywhere, 
securing very big men for his grenadier guard, whom 

I 

they obtained by the most underhand means. • 
He hated the French, their language, their cultur~, 

their manners, and to show his detestation of them 
he ordered the jailors to be dressed in the last 
Parisian fashions. 

The young prince, Frederick; was 'hated py his 
father because the boy was timid, and shrank from 
him. He mistook this timidity for cowardice, and 
sought to make the poor child love him by beating 
him, after the way of his teaching the Jew. The 
young Frederick took eagerly to French, read 
French books, and played the flute. Unfortunately, 
the books that fell in his way were those of Vol· 
taire, who held up religion and morality to ridicule, 
and scoffed at all that Christians hold sacred. 
Frederick was forced by his father to attend long· 
winded Calvinist sermons. He was denied innocent 
pleasures, such as his flute, and the result was that 

19 
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he became, whilst quite young, dissipated and unbe. 
lieving. The king went out of his way to insult 
the prince in public, and 
to show him and all the 
court how he hated him. 
But when the king tried 
to force him to !'urrender 
his claim to succession to 
the throne, the prince re
plied, " I would rather 
have my head cut off than 
abandon my right.'' 

At last the situation 
became intolerable, and 
when, finally, the king 
was about to marry Fred
erick a·gainst his wilt, the 
prince resolved to fly to 
his uncle, the King of 
EnglClnd. If is sister, 
Wilhelmina, and two 
friends, Keith and Katte, 
were in the plot. He 
made his attempt to es. 
cape when attending his 
father on a journey to 
the Rhine. But the plan 
was divulged to the king, 
and he was arrested. oxE oy FREDERicK-wu.u.u1'11 

When brought before his GRENADIERs. 

father, Frederick William was in such a fury that 
he drew his sword and would have run him through 



A BRUTAL FA TREK. 2QI 

the body with it had not one of his generals who 
was present sprung between, caught the king's arm, 
and ~cried out, "Sire! run me through· i£ you will, 
but spare your own son." Then the prince was 
thrown into prison at Kiistren. · His friend Katte 
was condemned to death, and the king forced his son 
to see bis friend hanged before the window of his 
prison. Keith had saved himsel£ -by flight. The 
king had sentence of· death pronounced against the 
prince. Then an old general exclaimed, ''Sire ! if 
your Majesty will have blood, take .mine, and wei .. 
com~; but as long as I have -a voice to raise in pro. 
test you shall not nave that of the ,crown ,prince.'' 
The emperor, Charles VI., also interfered, and in~ 
formed the king that the crown prince could onl:f be 
condemned capitally ar an imperial diet. "Very 
well," said the king, .. then I will hold my own court 
on him at Konigsberg,·which is outside the confines 
of the empire, where no one can cont,ol me." A 
faithful servant boldly answered, u Only God, sire, 
will be over you there, to call you to task for shed. 
ding your son's blood.'' At these words the king 
became grave, and said no more about the execu .. 
tion of Frederick. . 

All -this while the prince was in close confine .. 
ment. He had a hard. bench for his seat, the floor 
for his bed, and he was fed on prison fare, At last 
he wrote a penitential Jetter to his father, acknow· 
ledging that he had done wrong, and promising 
not to be disobedient for the future. In order 
thoroughly to crush his obstinacy the king did 
not givr him his freedom at once, but· kept hill'\1 
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under watch at KUstren for two years. At last, on 
the marriage of his sister Wilhelmina to the Prince 
)f Baireuth, his father allowed him to return to 
Berlin. Father and son were reconciled, and 
thenceforth Frederick William called him his • dear 
Fritz." . 

The king bought for him the castle of Rheins· 
berg, near Neu-Ruppin, for his residence: There 
Frederick spent the happiest days of his life. He 
collected the most famous men of letters about 
him, and devoted himself to science and music i 
and he carried on a correspondence with V ~taire 
and other celebrated · French philosophers and 
poets. Both father and son learnt to regard each 
ot~r with mutual esteem, and Frederick William 
exclaimed in his last illness, "I thank my God 
that I shall have so worthy a successor; I shall die 
content!' 

The treatijtent which Frederick had receh·ed left 
its fatal effects on his character ; it made him hard, · 
selfish, and unscrupulous ; and so it came about that 
he behaved unworthily of a great man in the matter 
of the Silesian duchies. 



·L. 

THE ARMY OF CUT-AND-RUN. 

(1756-t763.) 

MARIA THERESA could not forget Silesia snatched J 

£ro111 her unjustly. Moreover, the growth o£ the 
power and influence of Prussia was a cause of envy 
to other princes. Maria Theresa was able by this 
means to unite a large confederation against Prus· 
sia. France, Russia, and Saxony took part against 
it; and it was proposed to deprive the king of his 
royai title, and reduce him to be merely Margrave 
of Brandenburg. !'russia succeede4 in securing 
England as her ally. George II. himself disliked 
Frederick, and would willingly have continued the 
alliance with Austria, but the English parliament 
ranged itself on the side o( Pru>,:sia. Following his 
usual tactics of making cat·Eke leaps before his en. 
emies expected an attack, Frederick, without even 
,declaring war, invaded Saxony, defeated the Aus· 
trians, and surrounded and captured a Saxon army. 
This was the opening o( the Seven Years' War, or 
Third Silesian War. 

In this war Frederick proved himself a gen. 
eral of the first order. Although he had hall 
Europe opposed to him, yet he ~as almost always 
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conqueror. He defeated the Austrians at Prague 
and Leu then i an imperial and French army wa, 
routed by him at Rossbach; a Russian army was put 
to flight by him at Zorndor£. However, he met with 
reverses at Kollin and }Iochkirch before the Aus· 
trians. Moreover, he lost the battle of Kunersdorf 
when opposed to Austrians and Russians united. 
But in spite of all his heroism and his many suc
.cesses Frederick would certainly have been over
whelmed in the end if the allies had not gradually 
withdrawn their assistance from Austria, till at 
length Prussia and Austria were left alone, faae to 
face. As both were exhausted by the long war, 
peace was concluded at the h.unting lodge Hubert~· 
burg, in Saxony, and Silesia was left in the hands 
of Frederick. It remains Prussian to this day. 

Among all the great and remarkable battles 
fought in the Seven Years' War, that of Roi'lbach 
deserves speeial notice. 

Late in the year of I7S7 Frederick the Great had 
advanced at the head o£ 20,000 men to the River 
Saale, to drive the French and a division of the 
imperial army o'ut of Saxony. The latter were 
thrice as numerous as the Prussians, and rejoiced at 
the prospect or a battle with such preponderance. 
thinking that now at last they would be able to 
surround and crush the king. 

Frederick had encamped on rising ground. The 
French marched round the hill with their bands 
playing, thinking to enclose the Prussians. With, 
the capture of the king they trusted to bring the 
war to an end. The . Prussians rem~ined motion· 
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less i the smoke rose from their camp.f\res, they 
were eating their breakfasts. Frederick was in the 
castle on the hill. He knocked a hole in the roof, 
climbed through, and sat there for an hour watch
ing the movements of the enemy, then he tame 
down and ate a hearty breakfast. When he saw the 
heads of the enemy's columns opposite his le.ft 
flank he gave the signal. At once the tents were 
furled, the soldiers sprang to arms, the drums rat· 
tied, the lines formed, the concealed cannon began 
to spout flame, afld roar; the cavalry general, Seid· 
lib, charged down the hill at the enemy, hurled 
himself at their ranks, and broke them before they 
had time to form into line of battle. The enemy, 
unprepared for suilb rapid movements, gave• way 
in panic, and in less than hal£ an hour the battle 
was won, with the loss on the Prussian side of not 
more than 300 men, whilst on the side of the allies 
4000 were killed and wounded, ;cx:J.J, with eleven 
general 'I, were taken prisont!ts, and sixty-three can· 
nons and twenty-two standards fell into the hands 
of the conquerors. The French fled without re
forming, a broken, disorganized, pan~c-stricken rab
ble, and d1d not stop till they had placed the Rhine 
between themselves and the· formidable Prussians. 
The popular humour nicknamed the French host 
thus defeated the Army of Cut-and-Run (Reiss· 
1us-Armee). 



LI.· 

OLo FlUTZ REPAIRS R.UINS.' 
. . ' 

AnEa the victorious conclusion of the Seven 
Years' War the king devoted his attentions to the 
repair o£ the ruin wrought by it. The war had 
caused his subjects terrible sufferings. It is said !bat 
... ~00 houses lay in ashes, and so many men had 
been. consumed in his annies that there were not men 
to till the fields, nor horses to dr"w the harvest 
wanes. In. Saxony 1oo,oco men ·had perished of 
fa!Dine alone ; in Bohemia J8o,oco had died of 
hunger ; but Prussia and Silesia had suffered less 
I rom this caule, because the king and his minister, 
Schalabemdorf, had enforced the cultivation of 
the potato. At first, great prejudice had existed 
against this useful tuber, but Frederick saw its value 
and insisted . on its growth. As many as twenty 
thousand persons emigrated from Bohemia, from 
the trampled and burnt com-fields, to eat ·the po
tatoes in Prussia •and live. The king had the 
ruined villages rebuilt. · He provided the impover. 
ished farmers with grain to sow, and he imported 
horses which he distributed among them.. He 
bad dra.ins a.nd canals cut to dry swamps, and he 

·improved the roads. Every year he .;.ent the 
round of his land, to see how it was prospering. 

~g6 
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(From the Painting by Bause.) 
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. ' 
and · to remedy abuses.· When he saw a tract , 
under cultivation which had before been moor ot '. 
marsh, lte- was wont to say, ·"I have gained a new 
·province.'~ He encouraged science and art, built 
schools, and improved the administration of jus-

. tice>. He was familiar with his subjects, always I 

·.had an eat dpen. to their grievances, and ·a hand 
ready to rectify them. He was specially fond of 
the agricultural population. He liked to go among 
them, talk to the farmers, and learn their wants 
and \heir opinions. Consequently, he was greatly 
beloved by them, and they spoke of him as "Father 
Fritz,'" or as "Old Fritz." His early acquaintanc~ 

· with the infidel writeri of France ha~ driven all 
.• belie! jn Christianity out o( his heart, and, ~elieving 

nothing, he was tolerant. When he heard of a 
dispute about some bymri..books, which was referred 
to him as bead o( the Evangelical Church in his 
lands, be sai~ ."Bah! Lt:t them ~ing what tom-: 

·rootery they like." · . 
· . As be did not believe in religion, be bad, unfortu. 
:na.tely, no trustworthy standard o~ right and wrong. 
·At his court was a Scotchman, named Keith, a man' 
so honorable, 'truthful, and good that Frederick 
said -of him, ,. That man almost makes me believe 
in' virtue." Whether his care lor the gooa ol his 
people 'sp11ng- from mt:re selfishness, a .kno!l~dge 
that their prosskrity secured his· own power. or 

.. whether .. his heart was better than his principles, 
one cannot tell •. · We 'will h?P~ the best. · 
· He had stooping shoulders, wore a three-cornered 
laced hat on his head, and a long pig-taiL · H;s 
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uniform was threadbare, blue with red facings. He 
wore short black breeches and long boots. Many 
droll stones are told of him. The people of Pots· 
dam stuck up a caricature, representing him with 
a coffee-mill in his lap at a street corner. He saw 
it as he passed. "Put it lower, that it may be bet. 
ter seen," said the king, and passed on. One of his 
guards, too poor to buy a watch, attached a bullet 
to his chain and wore it in his pocket. The king 
once asked him the time of day. The officer 
pulled out the bullet and c;aid, "My watch points 
to but one hour, that in v. hich I am prepared to 
die for your Majec;tr." After that, o£ course, Fred
crick handed him his own gold watch. 

The king was fond of snuff, with which he sta,ned 
his clothes. Once when he met the Austrian em· 
pcror, he assumed, out o( compliment, the Austrian 
umform of white embroidered with silver. But the 
snuff got over the cloth and made a• sad mess of 
the beautiful suit. He looked at the officers in 
splendtd trim who surrounded the emperor, and 
said, "Gentlemen, I am not clean enough {or your 
company; I do not deserve to wear your colours." 

Here is one of hi'! good sayings: "Nothing is 
'nearer akin to death than idlenec;'i, It is not neces
sary that I should live, but it is necessary that 
wh1lst I live I be bu'iy." As long as he lived he 
loved his flute, and when thinking over affairs 
of state be used to !>tride through the corridors 
and chambers of his palace at Potsdam playing on 
this in-.trument. 

By his prudent government he rah,ed the king-
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dom of Prussia to the level of Austria, France, and 
· .England, as one o( the first-class powers in Europe. 

His army was certainly the best disciplined ori the 
continent; but he allowed the soldiers to be flogged 
for small offences. Louis XV. supposed that the 

, success of the Prussians was due to the cat-o' -nine
tails, so he introduced it into his anny. But when 
one of the subalterns was ordered to flog a private 
he killed himself rather than do so. · 

Wheri Frederick the Great died in 1786 the news 
of his.death filled Gennany with sorrow. He left 
to his successor a flourishing kingdont witt. six 
millions of inhabitants, a splendid anny, and a full 
treasury.· . ' · . • 
· frederick well merited the appellation of .. the 
Great," for he set .a great example to the sovereigns 
of Germany. His unfortunate bringing up, 'which 
both hardened his heart and killed his faith, were 
the cause of his not being the greatest ·of modern 
kings, or of be~ng really, as he was called in French, 
" Saris pareil." -



LII. 

THE DOINGS OF TWO HUNDRED PRINCES. 

W~EN the Thirty Years' War came t~ an end there 
were something like two hundred independent states 
in Germany, and the fashion set in to regard France 
as the pattern by which all must liVe and rule. The 
Thirty Years' War had nearly extinguished culture 
in the land, and France was highly cultivated, con-

" sequently there was much excuse for the · prtnccs. 
Unfortunately, French culture was not sound at core; 
it was a glittering soap-bubble. ', 

Louis XIV. was a great monarch, but ·in exactly 
the opposite way to Frederick II. Louis gained' a 
splendid name, and ruined France, :nd sowed the 

·seeds of the revolution which destroyed the throne. 
Frederick made Prussia prosperous, and planted the 
basi~ o( his throne so deep that it has stood un. 
shaken, and has become the centre of the new Ger· 
man empire. The princes of the 18th century did 
not see the mistake Louis XIV. was making; we: 
can, because we have history to teach us. None 
of the princes could escape the fashion of copying 
France, Even Frederick the Great felt its influence 
as you have heard, and its Influence was pernicious 
to him, · 
· When Louis XIV,/ built his palace at. Versailles 

.aor 
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and created a city in the midst of a aandy waste, 
most of the· princelings of Germany followed suit,. 
and s~ught to create towns in the most un;uitable 
places. . . · 

. Geor.ge ~muel, of Nassau ldstcin, unable to 
create a city in .his diminutive county, resolved, at 
least, to call a village into being and give .it his 
name ; so he erected Georgenbom on the top of a 
bald mountain. ~e village was bullt, and roads to 
it were_ engineered ; it was provided with a mayor 
and pastor,. and: the!l the wretched peasants were 

· driven, by ad edict of the count, from· their .old 
homes into the cold new houses: After a lingering 
life of thirty years, the successor of George Samuel 
issu«¥1 an edict ordering the place to be destroyed, 

·and its name to be blotted out of the map. But, 
'queerly enough, just then a new industry ~ad sprun~ 
up in Georgenbom, and the little village suddenly 
began to prosper. Georgenbom still exists, a mon. 
ument to all tne world that villages are not to be 
creat~;d or extinguished by the caprice ot ruler!. 

More grotesque still was the attempt of Count 
\Villiaril of Buckeburg, whose aml)ition it was not 
to have a. palace and town like Versailles, but a 
(ortress like Metz. · His. county was so small that 
a cannon-ball could cross it at a shot. At great 
expense he created a fo~ified place and mounted 

• guns on \he .ramparts, but within were nothing to 
· ddend'but'a range of wooden huts, an observatory, 
and a potato field. , 

You know by pictures, if you have not seen it, the 
bcautUu~ castle of Heidelberg, the finest ruin of. a 
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palace in Germa~y. Heidelberg wru the capit~l o£ 
the Palatinate, but the elector, Charles Philip, in 
1720, made Mannheim his capital. He built it 
entirely, taking a chessbqard as his plan. In it is a 
hideous palace, and the town is placed on a dead flat 
piece of ground. Baron Pollnitz, who wrote his 
memoirs at the time, says, " I have seen partridges 
where are now palaces. The whole town is laid out 
in a most regular and charming manner i and it is 
without dispute one of the prettiest pl~ces in Eu
rope." How taste alters! We should say it was, 
with the exception of Darmstadt, the ugliest. Duke • Eberhard Louis of Wiirtemberg also transferred 
his capital from Stuttgard to a new town he built 
and called after his name, Ludwigsburg. The. cost 
was enormous, and, what was more grievous, it was 
undertaken at a time of famine. When the founda
tions were laid bread was thrown among the starv. 
ing peasants to" still their murmurs. The palace 
contains four hundred apartments. 'The city was 
planned in square blocks, like- Mannheim and 
Darmstadt, with seven squares, eight gates, and 
three parish churches. Now this town is only 
kept from falling into ruin by being converted into 
an arsenal; but grass grows in the streets, and the 
palace is decaying. 

· Karlsruhe was built by the Margrave of Baden
Durlach, Charles William, about his hunting lodge, 
which was in the depths of a forest, but which he 
converted into a palace. . 

Baron Pollnitz says of this'a 11 The present mar. 
grave, Charles, laid the plan and the foundation of 
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this city and its palace. Imagine th~ palace at the 
entrance of a \great forest, in the centre of a star 
formed by thirty-two walks. Behind the palace is a 
lofty octagonal',, tower commanding the walks. On 
the other side or the palace is the town. Betweer. 
the houses run five streets. The main street is in a 
line with the centre of the palace. At the end of 
the three chief streets, opposite the palace, are three 
churches, one for the Lutherans, another for the 
Calvinists, and the third for the Catholics. n 

You will remember how that in the•rococco period· 
straight lines and stiffness were avoided; now the 
fashion wu run in the opposite extreme, everyt~ing 
was formal and regular. , 

Darmstadt was rebuilt in the same detestable • taste, about the same time, by the electors Louis I. 
and III., who laid out the town in the form it now 
wears. One street js just like another, one house the 
counterpart of another. At the head of the, main 
street is the ulf.iightly palace ; at the two ends of the 
cross street two unsightly churches, one for the 
Calvinists, the other for the Catholics . 
. Those who did not build cities erected palaces. 

The Baron de Reichenbach, a Belgian traveller of 
the beginning of this century, says : • The princes 
seem to have been actuated by a feverish rivalry 
who should be' best housed.· No little potentate 
could pass muster who· had not his Louvre and his 
Versailles." 
, At WLirzburg the bishop erected a splendid 
palace, the foundations ot which were laid in 1720. 
although he had two others in the place, one the 
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castle of Marienberg, the second only finished the 
year before he began the third. This new palace 
contains two hundred and eighty-four apartments, 
one devoted to a merry-go-round for the amusement 
of the prelate, his chaplains, and court on rainy 
days. The prince-bishop occupied a little carriage 
in the whirligig, hung with episcopal purple velvet, 
embroidered with the mitre and arms of the See. 
O~e of the ro9ms is lined with looking-glass, sa 

that when you stand in it you see yourself repeated 
over and over again infinitely. 

20 



Llll. 

GOOD KING JOSEPH. 

(I78o-1790.) 

AMONG all the German princes who ascended the 
imperial throne Joseph II. takes one of thee first 
places. He was the son of Maria Theresa and 
inherited from her the good qualities which made 
her.the darling of her people. This well-intentioned 
emperor devoted his whole life to the service of the 
state, a~1d at a time when gambling was the rage 
never played for money. On the occasion of a vi.:;it to 
Versailles h~tdeclined to take a hand at cards. ., A 
prince who loses,'" he said, "loses the money of his 
subjects.... He was not a drinker or a gourmand. 
He loved music, and played the violoncello. He 
was eager to redress wrongs, almost too eager, for 
he made sweeping changes before his people were 
prepared to accept them,. and Frederick _the Great 
was right when he said that Joseph always took the 
second step before he made the first.· 

From youth up he was a great admirer of Fred
erick, whom he took as his pattern in his attempts 
at amendment. When he met Frederick for the first 
time at Neisse', he exclaimed joyfully, "Now my 
wishes are fulfilled, as I have had the honor of em· 
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bracing this great king and general." After a 
second meeting Fredenck satd to those who sur
rounded him, "I have seen the emperor, and am 
sati!:>fied that he will play a great part in the affairs 
of Europe. He was born at a mo!>t btgoted court, 
and has shaken himself free from superstition. ·He 
\\aS nurtured in pomp, and yet ha'i !>imple habits. 
He has had the incense of flattery burnt under his 
nose, and yet is modest. He glows \\ ith love of 
fame, yet sacrifices his ambition to duty. He has 
had pedants for teachers, yet his taste for the best 
book<> j-, healthy." 

You have been told how the princes built their 
new town.:; on plans of the strict'est 'uniformity, 
making street-;, houses, and churches all a1ike. 
Jor.;cph II. tried to do the same thing in governing 
his territories, and so showed that want of common 
sense which Frederick II. possessed, and which 
saved him from committing groo;s Uunders. In 
the Austrian dominions ten principal languages 
were spoken, and each nation had its own laws and 
administration. Joseph fonned the scheme of 
unitmg them all into one and ruling all by one sim-

. pie system; and of abolil>hing all distinctions of re· 
lt;;ion, language, l.lw and manners. • In the Aus. 
tnan monarchy there were thir'teen governments. 
He !:>uppressed these, did away with the local parlia. 
ments, made the German tongue obligatory in all 
the publtc offices, and allowed the officers only two 
yc .. u s for learning it, and abolished old customary 
form .. , cancelled charters, and suppressed pnvileges. 
He meant wt!l. It was very difficult to govern 
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Hungarians, Bohemians,· Germans, Moravians, Ital 
ians, Flemings, Croat1ans, Tyrolese, Transylvanians. 
etc., by d1fferent laws, anJ it would facihtate gov
ernment greatly if they were all ruled directly from 
Vienna, by one <~y.,tem of government. But Joseph 
did not con'l1dcr that thc'ie sc\'eral nations mig'ht be 
warmly attached to their O\\ n laws and traditional 
customs. So, in~tcad of domg good, he threw the 
system of government into gr~at confusion. 

Then he drew up a catechism of government for 
the people to be taught in the schools, in whrch he 
reduced his laws to a sort of table of command· 
ments, which was profane and absurd. Here are 
some of his commandments. " Thou shalt not • <;end hare-skins out of the country. Thou shalt 
not keep uselcsc; dogs. Thou shalt not plant to
bacco "ithout permission.'' 

But though Joseph made mistakes, he did a vast 
amount of r!al good. His heart \\as in the right 
place. He was conscientious and earnest in his 
desire to rectify abuses, but his head wao; not 
strong enough to show him where to stop. 

The peasants had been kept under by feudal laws, 
and were almost bondsmen. He removed their 
bonds and caflcel!ed all the intolerable restriction; 
which kept them from prospering. He encouraged 
the schools, and extended and improved the system 
of education. He also reduced the number of mon
asteries and convents from over two thousand to 
seven hundred, and he abolished all those "hirh 
were of no practical utility. Monks, friars, and nuns 
must either teach, preach, or nurse the !>ick. He 
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would not allow any of· the Religious Orders to 
remain which were idle. The principal orders were 
he Benedictines, who cultivated learning and kept 

schools; the Jesuits, \\ ho taught in schools and 
preached ; and the Franciscans or Capuchins, who 
lived on what they could beg. 

The Jesuits made themselves patticularly obnox
ious by meddling with politics ; the Capuchins, re
cruited {rom the lowest of the people, were igno
rant, and great encouragers of superstition. The 
money and buildings acquired by the suppression 
o£ ~o many monasteries were devoted to useful 
purposes-schools, hospitals, libraries, etc. Joseph 
placed all the mGH"~asteries u'nder the supervision of 
the bishops of the dioceses in which they Vtere. 
This was an excellent rule, as hitherto they had 
been independent and had gone their own way and 
done what they liked, without any control. The 
occasion of this was the discovery of great cruelties 
committed in.a Capuchin convent in Vienna. One 
of the friars there, named Fessler, informed the 
emperor that there was a prison in it in which 
some of the friars had been kept locked up for , 
many years. One had been there for fifty, another 
for forty, a third for fifteen, and a fourth for nine 
years. The emperor thereupon issued an inquisition 
and suppressed the begging orders. He lessened the 
revenues of the largest bishoprics, suppressed some, 
and created others, and granted the free exercise or 
their religion to all denominations. The Pope, Pius VI., 
alarmed at these high.handed proceedings, thinking 
that Joseph was goin~: to emulate the course or' 
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Henry VIII. of England, made a journey to Vienna 
to remonstrate with the emperor in person. Joseph 
received him with slight courtesy, and kept him al
most as a p:risoner. He had the doors of his lodg
ing walled up, with the exception of the front door, 
over which a guard was placed, to prevent the Pope 
from receiving }1rivate visits and stirring up discon
tent. Aft.er spending four weeks without effecting 
anything, f>i.us at length departed with a heavy heart. 
The emperor accompanied him as far as the abbey 
of Mariabr,unn, and two hours after the Pope had 
left its s~elter he ordered the monastery to" be 
closed, to ~lhow how little the Pope had influenced 
him. 

Hi.s· arbitrary interference with the usages and 
liberties o~ his states led to revolt. Belgium re
fused to p.y taxes, and declared itself independent. 
In Hungarjy there were risings of the people, and 
the emper(Jr was forced to withdraw his orders for 
changes in' th~t kingdom. He made war with the 
Turks and met with disaster. The hereditary do
minions of\A~stria were i.n ferment, and revol~tion 
threatened, htm on all stdes. Under these dtsap· 
pointments his health and spirits gave way. Short. 
ly before his death he wrote of himself, " I know 
my own heiart. I am convinced of the sincerity of 
my purposrs, and I trust that, when I am gone, I 
shall be impartially judged." · 

That imp•artial judgment has been arrived at by 
all historia~s. No one doubts the good intentions 
of Joseph III. ; no one admits that he had the sound 
judgment t'o carry them out prudently. Joseph 

\ 
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died in February. 1790• in his forty-ninth 'year. As 
he left no children he was succ~eded ~>' his. brother 
Leopold;who had hitherto been Grand Duke oJ 
Tuscany. . . 

Leopold ascended the tottering throne to find 
himself surrounded with dangers. All parts of .his 
·vast domin'ions were agitated by intestine commo
tions, or were the scene of open rebellion, the fruit 
of Joseph's ill-consid'ered ·or premature reforms. 
Although he reigned only a fe'.v years, yet his mod· 
eration and his sober judgment succeeded iq pacify
ing.the general agitation, and restonng confidence 
and content. AU the good that ] oseph had done 
'iurvived him, and his mistakes were corrected.' 



LIV. 

GENIUS COMES TO THE fRONT. 

TilE close' of the 18th century was a period 
of great literary waking. In the rococco time 
the general unreality invaded and pe,rvaded litera
ture ; but now a change took place, and men. of 
real genius came to the front who have made them.. 
selves imperishable' :namel.' The first· to break 
awa'f from the fantastic foppery of the rQCocco 
style was Gotthold Lessing (J729-I781), who, 
though he tried at first to study theology and med
icine, was destin~d to give his life to pure litera
ture. He ridij:uled the imitation or" French writers. 
aod demanded that German authors should develop 
originality in thought and style. Calling attention 
to the genius of Kant and \Vinckelmann, and op. 
posing the methods of \Vieland and Klopstock, he 
urged that sentimentality should no longer infect 

·religion nor frivolity debase art. He wrote Jli1111a 
tJOII Bard.tl,, a comedy not free from the affecta
tions he opposed, and £,illa · Galolli, a tragedy, in 
·which he retold the story of Virginia but made the 
characters modem. His Laoceon is a critical dis
sertation on the limits of poetry and painting which 
has exerted and still exerts a vast influence every. 
where, NatAan d" lVtist is another powedu~ work 
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of his independent mind, in which, in the guise of a. 
dramatic story, he sets forth the philosophy of his 
religion. · • · 

Before Lessing' died lie ~aw the two greatest 
authors of Germany started on the literary career 
which has lent its chief est glory to the p~iiod,..~
John Wolfgang von Goethe (IN!J-1832) and John 
Christopher Frederick Schiller (1759-1805~ .The 
former stands second only to our Shakespeare as a 
poet, and was a man of wonderful genius marred 6y 
intense vanity. The son of a gentleman of some 
fort~ne, he was educated with remarkable thorough
ness, and his persona.I attainments a'nd manners 
caused the world to expect great things of him, In' 
spite o( this there was much surprise when, in lf73. 
his drama, Cot1 von B"lickinpn appeared. It wat 
followed the next year by Tilt So"ows of Young 
Wtrl!t". The literary world was intoxicated with 
the spirit of romanticism, and Germany ent~red 
upon a season of intellectual convulsfon known as 
the Sturm unt/ Dr!lnr, or storm and stress period. 
Cota was founded upon the old story or the .hero ot . 
the Iron hand, a strong and manly but lawless . 
baron of the sixteenth century ; and the Sf1rrows of 
Wtrt!ttr wove into one texture the unhappy pas
sions of the author and those of a student whose 
sad story Goethe had learned. With ~onsiderable 
mawkish sentimentality was inin~:Ied much admira.. 
ble description ; the language was wonderful, and 
the whole so well acco'rded with· the vague longing 
an~ discontent of the age, that, as Carlyle says," the 
heart and voice of all Europe lo\ldly and at once 
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rec;pondcu to it." The romance was greedily 'read 
by young and old, and some young fools even Cot. 
lowed Werther's example and took their own lives, 
in order to excite for themselves the pity so freely 
accorded to the hero of the story • 

. At the invitation of the grand duke, Charles 
Augustus, Goethe went to Weimar in 1775; and 
there he afterwards made the acquaintance of Schil
ler, whom be so warmly appreciated for his pure 
and healthy genius and noble mind, that he called 
the period a" new spring-tide" in his life. In this 
little place without trade or manufactures, Go~the 
was worshipped by everybody, especially by the 
women ; but the great men of the nation, too, 
gatl¥:red about him, and Weimar became a sort of 
German Athens. ·The poet gave himself up at first 
to social enjoyment, but afterwards he engaged in 
study, though lor several years he published little. 
His study, travels, and varied experience in life bore 
fruit, howeve~, and in after years he produced 
novels, poems, and piays that challenged the admira• 
tion of the world. Among his great works are the 
romantic drama Egmont, the tragedy of Jp!t.igmitl 
von Tauris, the melancholy reverie. TorquatuJ 
Tasso, and the idyllic epic Hermann and Dorothea. 

If Goethe's genius did not culminate in his wonder• 
ful poem founded upon the fable of Faust, in which 
with melody, wit, pathos, mystery, reverence, and 
irony he depicted the disenchantment of the intel· 
l~ct, it reached its greatest e~pression in his songs 
and ballads, the spontaneous outgushings of his 
mind in every variety of mood. Charming in sim· 
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plicity, grotesque, 'weird, and h~ughty by turns, they 
are certainly human feeling 11 married to immortal 
.verse." The genius of Goethe was recognized in 
England as well as at home, and on his last birth.· 
day fifteen representative writers there, including. 
Scott, Southey, Carlyle; and Procter, united in send. 
ing him a greeting accompanied by a seal, on which 
were engraved the .words from one of his own 
poems, Oluu Hast, 0/uu Rast, without haste, with. 
out rest. No contemporary had so much infl.ue'nce 
upon literature, and no other German author at ,all 
co:npares with him. in this respect. Carlyle s~id 
that he and the first Napoleon were the two great. 
est men o{ their day, and that Goethe was " intrin
sically of much more unquestionable great.ness" 
than the conquering soldier. · 

Schiller was at many points' a, contrast to his 
older contemporary. Without the exceptional ad. 
vantages of Goethe he had prepared himself by 
stealth for the career o! a poet. As early as his 
nineteenth year he had begun to compose a drama, 
afterwards published as Tht Robbers, which startled 
th~ literary world by its impassione4 and fascinat. 
ing eloquence, and is said actually to have induced 
some persbns of fortune to become amateur out. 
laws. He did not visi~ Weimar until his twenty. 
eighth year, and when he and Goethe met there 
~as a mutual repulsion. He wrote 'to a friend that 
between persons of such different views of life no 
substantial intimacy was possible. Though each 
avoided the other the 'substantial intimacy grew, as 
has been intimated. and was fruitful for Germany\ 
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The one stood for the tyranny or the intellect and 
the other for the loveliness of the affections. 

Among the works of Schiller were the long drama 
of Wallcn.stcbz, in three parts, of fiv.e acts each, ob
viously too long for acting; .MaTJ Stuart, Tlu lllaid 
t~/ Orleans, Tht Bride oflllcssilla, and Jrtlli'am Ttl/. 
Though deservedly renowned as a dramatist Schil
ler is probably best kno\\ n h)' his poems, among 
which Tht Song of/Itt JJd!, Tht Dh·tr, Tht G/01•t, 
Tht Crants of lb)'&US, and Rudolfk of Hapsburg are 
perhaps the most familiar. Schiller reflected the 
ideal yearnings of his age, and sought to encoura~e 
men to love and be led by the good, the beautiful, 
and the true. ~Vhen he died, at the early age of 

. forty-ive, Goe'the exclaimed, "In losing my friend 
I have lost half of my being.'' Thirty-seven years 
later he calmly breathed away his own life, saying, 
u More light!" words' that have sometimes been 
thought to express his longing- for something better 
than this Jife aRorded. 

While Goethe and Schiller ruled in the kingdom 
of letters they were surrounded by many disciples 
and imitators, as well as by original thinkers, "ho 
advanced everybranch of learning. Humboldt and 
Ritter cultivated geo{;raphical science; Herder and 
the brothers Schlegel went deep into history and 
criticism; Fichte, He~eJ, Schelling, and Kant car.' 
ried the fame of German philosophy over the 
world; Ranke and Niebuhr presented history in 
new phases; Sthleiermacber and Neander discussed 
deep principles of tb~ology i Jean Paul Richter 
soared to the mysterio~s heights of transcendental. 

J 
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ism; and Hoffmann, Fouque, and Tieck revelled 
in the realms of the imagination. · If the rulers 
were royal the subjects were truly worthy of them. 

1\Iusic, which gave promise o( becoming a great art 
in the rococco period, now sprang into full perfection. 
Some of the greatest musical geniuses of the world 
belong to this period: Mozart, Gluck, Haydn, and 
Beethoven. All of the.:;e wrote church music; 
Haydn composed the beautiful oratorio The Crta
lton; Gluck wrote opera., on classic themes; Mo
zart took more popular subjects; Beethoven wrote 
or1e opera only, Ltonore or Fidclio. Mozart's music 
is exquisitely melodious, but lacks the massiveness 
possessed by that of Beethoven. Mozart died at 
the age of thirty-five; poor Beethoven becam~ deaf, 
gloomy, and di~trustful in his old age, With these 
composerc; the orche'itra becam'c of much greater 
importance than formerly. Handel, the great mas
ter of the previous generation, scarcely h.new any
thing of the power and properties of the various 
instrument<>; but now they were brought into use, 
parts were written for each, and all were woven into 
a whole, blending and governed by one idea, but 
each acting separately from the others. This may, 
therefore, be said to be the epoch of the develop
ment of orchestral musk. 



LV. 

AN UPTURNING IS FRANCE. 

LOL'IS XIV. v.as succeeded on the throne of 
France by his great·grandson, Louis XV., aged 
only five years and a half. On the death of the 
king, the Duke of Orleans, as first prince of tahe 
blood, was appointed regent. The duke led a prof· 
ligate life, and set a bad example. which was only 
too ttcadily imitated by those at court. By his 
extravagance he raised the national debt to danger
ous proportions. This wretched condition of affa1rs 
did not mend when Louis XV. attained his major
ity. The youpg king thought of nothing but his 
pleasures, and left the management of the affairs 
of state to his ministers and favourites. 

At this time it became the fashion to be, or to af. 
feet to be, vicious, and to scoff at religion and mor
ality. Many authors took up the pen to write 
profanities and to turn Christianity, the clergy, and 
virtue into ridicule. 

At the same time writings were distributed 
among the people showing up the badness of the 
Government, and urging the abolition of abusec; 
and the introductiorl of reforms. The vices of 
the court, its extravagance, the gro\\ th of the 
national debt, the burden of taxation falling on the 
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people made the latter ready to' accept these teach
mgs. Both the nobility and the clergy at this time 
had very extensive privileges.'- Neither paid 'taxes, 
~0 that the whole burden fell on the farmers and 
tradesmen. This was a grievous injustice., It had 
been ,redressed in England l?ng ago by the nobil
ity, voluntarily. In . France and in Germany it 
remained as an intolerable wrong. Most powerful 
of all was the example of the English colonies in 
North America, .who, in 17~3, separated·,·them

'selves from their mother country, ·and founded 
a r;public. . ' · ~. 

France, intent on weakening her ancient foe, had 
sent numbers of her sons to America, where they 
had fought against the English, and these returned 
to their native land full of the novel ideas o{ liberty. 
and of enthusiasm for C!- republican form ol gov
ernment., They contrasted the fresh virtue of the 
new institutions in the United State!1 witb the de. 
crepid corruption of the French crow~. 

Thus it came about that there grew up in what 
was called the Tirrs ltat, or TJ:iird Estate-i. ,,, the 
people themselves-an intense anger and bitterness 
against the nobles and clergy, who paid '110 taxes, 
and against the crown, which sanc.tioned such 
abuses. · • . 

In this time of agitation of spirits Louis XVI. 
came to the throne of France. He was married to 
Marie Antoinette, daughter of . Maria Theresa, and 
sister of ] oseph II. The accession of touis XVI. 
was greeted with great accla~ations of joy from the 
People, for they hoped that with it 'Would come 
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relief from their crushing taxation, and a return to 
better times. Louis, a well-intentioned, blameless 
man, with his heart full of love for his people, and 
desirous to be a just and good ruler, lacked the 
mental power and the energy of character to grap
ple with an evil of such long gro" th, and to take 
decisive and subversive measures. His queen \\as 
fond of gaiety, and by her example countenanced 
the most lavish extravagance. She was only fif· 
teen when she \\as married, and at Versailles she 
was surrounded by frivolous and pleasure-seeking 
courtiers, who hid from her the truth, so that. she 
probably had no idea of the real condition of af· 
fairs. She was only nineteen "hen her husband 
became king. She was a good woman, tenderly 
attached to her children and husband. She was 
\ ery beautiful, and much flattered, and this per
haps a little turned her head. 

The evil "ondition of affairs increased to a fear
ful degree. The exchequer was· robbed by those 
who had charge of it; the taxes would not suffice 
to wvcr the outlay; and the king, almost reduced 
to the necessity of declaring the state bankrupt, 
demanded aid from the nobility and clergy, who, 
hitherto free from taxation, had amassed great 
wealth, The aristocracy, blind to their true inter
est, refused to comply, and by so doing compelled 
the king to have recourse to the Third Estate. 

Accordingly, in 1789, he convoked a general as
sembly, in which deputies sent by the citizen and 
peasant classes were not only numerically equal 
to those or the aristocracy, but were their supe-
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riors in ability and energy. When the nobility 
and clergy refused to share the burden of taxation, 
and even declined to sit together with the com. 
mons, the deputies of the Third Estate separated 
from the other two houses and declared themselves a 
competent national assembly. Many of the nobil. 
ity and the majority of the clergy, feeling the 
justice o( the cause of the people, united with them, 
and gave up their privileges. The members of this 
assembly met in the Tennis Court of the palace of 
Versailles, and there swore not to separate till they 
had.given a new constitution to the realm. The as. 
sembly was thenceforth called the Constitutional 
Assembly. The men who most distinguished them. 
selves at this conjuncture were Count Mira beau, the 
Abbe Steyes, and the Count of Lafayette. 

The news o£ this decided step cre.ated. violent 
agitatwn in Paris, and the people broke loose. 
On July 14th, 1789, a mob attacked the Bastille, 
an ancient 1.trong castle in Paris that served as a 
prison, took it by storm, and levelled its walls with 
the dust. Soon after, armed bands of men and 
women ru!>hed off to Versailles, burst into the pal· 
ace, where they killed several of the guards, and 
forced the king to come to Paris. The National 
Assembly also, at the same time, transferred its 
.sesswns to Paris. Emboldened by its first successes 
the Assembly now undertook a thorough transfor. 
mation of the state, and in order to attain the object 
for which it had been assembled, that of procur
ing supplies, declared the aristocracy subject to tax. 
atio11, and sold the enormous property belonging to 
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the Church. All distinctions and privileges ~ere 
abolished, !ln~ all Frenchmen were pronounced equal 
It went further still. The people were declared the 
only true sovereign, and the kin'g the first servant 
t>f the state. 

At the first -outbreak of· the revolutio~ th~ two 
brother;' of the king and many of the nobility fied 
the country. All through France the peasants rose 
and ~et fire t()- the chateaux, and burned the ar. 
chives containing the title-deeds of the nobles tp 
their lands.·. The Assembly continued _its work. It 
divided Fqncc; into eighty-three departments.. It 
published a list of the rights of men without say. 
ing anything about their duties.· Everywhere dis
turbaned became worse. The roya! family, feeling 
no longer safe-A attempted to fty, but were arrested at 
Varennes and ·brought back as prisoners to Paris 
Quly 23, 1791). · ' • 

The rabble had now completely got 'the upper 
band.· At m,dnight of the gth of October. they 
broke into the TuiUeries, the royal palace, ma.ssa.
cred the gallant Swiss ·guards who defended the 
king, and clamoured for his dep.ositioJL That 
be and his family might not fall into the hands of. 
these savages the king, with the queen and his chil· 
dren;escaped to the. hall where the; National Assem
bly was collected, at nine o'clock in the morning 
of · th.e toth.· The ..(ssembly declared the king 
provisi~nally deprivl:d of his functions, and COJ!• 

signed him and his family to the Temple, one oi 
the prisons of Paris. AU the adherents of the king 
were then secured 'and thrown into the prisons. 
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AN UPTURN/NO IN FRANCE. 
' ' 

. L~O'pold II., Emperor of Aust;ia, and Frederick 
William II., King of Prussia, now prepared for war. 
The French fo~ltalled them by declaring war. The 
King c: Prussia, at the head of so,ooo of his own 

·men and JOIXJO Austrians, took Longwy, and ad
val_lced uvon 'Verdun and Champagne. ThP news 
filled the rabble with fury. The J acobins, as the most 
extreme af the revolutionists were cafed, from a club 
into "·hich they had formed themselves, cried out, 
" Our most dangerous enemies are not the Germans 

. at Verdun, they are to be found at Paris in our 
prisons... Thus instigated, the mob burst inter one 
place of detention after another, and lor four days 
in succession massacred all they· found in them. . . 
The same horrors were perpetrated at Lyons, 
Rheims, Meaux, and Versailles. The massacre began 
on Sept.. 2d, and the same day Robespierre was 
elected to the National Convention, as the third 
national assembly was d~signated. 

To protect the frontiers against the allied sover. 
eigns, and to carry the war into their territories, the 
Assembly ordered armies to advance. The French 
at once invaded the Netherlands and defeated the 
Austrians at ']emma pes. The Republican soldiers 
entered Brussels, pillaged the Netherland cities of 
·all that was valuable, and after d?ing this effectually 
proclaimed liberty and equality and the rights of 
mer .. · Anott-er French army advanced to the Rhine 
f.J1d seC'Ilred Mainz. 
· The alliance o( the German sovereigns a~ainst the 
Revolution precipitated the fate of the king. The 
National Convention condemned him to death, and 

' ' 
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the execution was fixed forthe 21st February, 1793· 
After a heart-rending parting from his wife and 
children Louis XVI. mounted the scaffold with 
dignity and Christian resignation. On reaching the 
platform he advanced to the breasting to address 
the people. "Frenchmen," he said, "I am guiltless 
of the crimes whereof I am accused. I forgive 
those who have brought me to my death, and I 
pray God that the blood you are about to shed may 
not be requited of France." His address was cut 
short by the rattle of drums. He allowed his hands 
to be bound without an attempt at resistance~ ~nd 
as the AbM EdgewQrth, his confessor, exclaimed, 
" Son of S. Louis, mount to heaven ! " the axe fell. 
Thea there was a rush of the people. They burst 
through the guards fo sop their handkerchiefs in 
the royal blood. Thus died Louis XVI. His 
prime minister, Necker, a Swiss, said of him, "He 
was a soverei~n good to the heart's core. He loved 
his people as a father love$ his children. He did 
what was right when he saw what was his duty, and 
how to discharge it. He was a ready help to all in 
trouble. He released the peasants from serfdom, 
and abolished the irksome feudal duties. He put a 
stop to torture, and had the prisons placed under 
proper supervision and put into decent order. He 
restored to the Protestants their citizen rights. His 
whole life was spent in doing good. He suffered, 
not for his own sins, but for those of his forefathers. 
His people were, during the latter years, blinded to 
his excellence, and allowed his enemies to do what 
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they willed with him. He died a martyr to his 
virtues." . 

The execution o£ Louis was followed by that of 
the queen in October. She was taken to the scaf
fold in a cart, with her h~nds tied behind her. She 
was scarce 38 years old when she died. 



LVI. 

THE MAN fROM CORSICA. 

THE news of the execution o{ the kin~ filled all 
Europe with horror and indignation, and in France 
several towns and the province of La Vendee rose 
against the National Convention. Most of .the 
European powers formed an alliance against the 
French Republic (the 1St Coalitkn, 1793), and their 
arm+es advanced on the frontiers. A very speedy 
termination to the Republic might have ensued had 
not the powers been filled with rivalries, and had 
their forces been led by competent generals. The 
Duke o( Cob~rg was at the head of the main body 
of the Austrians in· the Netherlands, and he was 
reinforced by the Engli'ih and Dutch. Wtth their 
aid he drove the French out of the Netherlands, but 
instead of advancing at once on Paris he dawdled 
in the Low Countries, issuing manifestoes and invest
ing Dunkirk. The Duke of Brunswick, in command 
of the Prusc;iani, retook Mainz, but owin~ to the 
jealousy felt by the King of Prussia at the union of 
the Engli<Jh with the Austrians was not allowed to 
go forward. 

In the spring of the following year the- emperr.t, 
Francis II., visited the Netherlands, with th- inten
tio'n of pushing straight upon Paris. This project, 

128 
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practicable in 1793· was now utterly' out of the 
qu~stion. The French had massed their armies to 
protect the frontier, and the Prussians had with~ 
drawn in a <sulk. The French sneered, 1

' The allies 
are alwavs wool-gathering, and wake up 0:1 year too 
late." ~ ~ ' . . . 
• In fal.e of the danger that menaced the Republic, 
on April 6th, a Committee of Public Safety was 
appointed at ~aris, and 'the lives, t~e .freedom, 
and the property of all the citizens were placed in 
the hands of this .committee. They could condemp 
toedeath whom they woulct At the head stood 
Rbbespierre, a cold, bloodthir;ty 'man.,. 

Now executions went o'n without cessation.· No 
one was safe. The more moderate members •f 'the 
Convention·(tlle Girondists) were sent to the 'guillo.. 
tine. Blood poured in streams, not in Paris only, 
but in all the large towns of France, Any one, on· 
the faintest su~picion, was arrested; al}.d once arrested 
his fate was sealed. · 

The Republic then turned 1ts attention to repel 
the enemies at its doors. Tbe English were beaten at 
Toulon T!le Spanish, who had crossed the Pyrenees, 
retired over them again. The Prussians were de .. 
Ceated by Hache and the Austrians by ] ourdan. 
The Prussiaos, full ~r jealousy o£ the Austrians, with. 
drew from the allianc~, and concluded peace with the 
Republic, basely surrendering to France the whole: 
left bank or the· Rhine. Belgium was cverrun and 
annexed to France, Holland formed into a republic 
under its protection. England remained inert. 
Onfy Austria abided unshaken. The Frem::b crossed 
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the Rhine and invaded Swabia; were encountered 
by the Archduke Charles, and defeated him. The 
French took Stuttgart and Frank£o.-t. Then the 
Austrians succeeded in breaking to pieces the invad. 
ing army, and as it retreated the peasantry rose 
in a body and hunted the soldiers down. 

In the mean time the Reign of Terror at Paris 
had come to an end. Robespierre had raged with 
such frightful bloodthirstiness, putting to death 
every one whom he considered an opponent, spar
ing not even Republicans of as advanced views as his 
own, that at last his own adherents were afraid Jor 
their ,lives, and the more moderate united against 
him. He was accused, a majority formed to con. 
dema him, and he was dragged to the guillotine, a 
cowardly, quaking wretch, with a broken jaw, hav
ing tried, ineffectually, to shoot himself when sen
tenced to death. 

A fresh constitution was now issued, and five • men were appointed as Dirtctors o£ the Republic. 
Among the many· able generals possessed by 

France at this period Napoleon Bonaparte stood 
pre-eminent. He was the son of a Corsican lawyer, 
and was born at Ajaccio. As a boy he had shown 
a love for military stu'dies. In his sixteenth year 
he entered the artillery in Paris as sub-lieutenant, 
and at the age of six-and-twenty he was nominated 
commander o£ the arn:ty of Italy. He found there 
that the soldiers were in a pitiable condition, with
out food, money, or clothing, dissatisfied and dis
organized, But Napoleon was not one to be 
daunted. "Soldiers," he said, "you are badly fed, 
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naked, and miserable among barren rocks. I will 
lead you down into the richest plains in the world. 
Great cities full of wealth, \\hole provinces will fall 
into your power; in them you will acquire all you 
want-fame, treasure, r~pose. Soldiers of the Army 
of Italy, "ith this prospect will your hearts fail ? 
No; surely not. Forward!" and, in fact, in a surpris
ingly short time he conquered the greater part of 
Italy and converted the provinces that came into 
his power into republics. The Austrian armies 
sent against him were led by incompetent generals, 
who were perfectly incapable of winning success 
opposed to so consummate a genius as Bona~arte. 

In the mean time the Austrian army, under the 
command of the gallant Archduke Charles1 the 
brother of the emperor, Francis II., had, as you 
have heard, defeated the French in Wiirtemberg 
and the Black Forest, and driven them back across 
the Rhine. 

In January, 1797, th~ Austrian ge~eral, Alvinzi, 
met a crushing defeat in Italy, with the loss o£ 
20,000 men taken prisoners. At the same time 
another general, Wurmser, was forced to capitulate 
at Mantua with 21,000 men. 

As soon as the snow began to melt 'on the Alps 
Bonaparte prepared to march up the Isonzo, cross 
the Alps, and penetrate to Vienna. In his alarm 
the emperor recalled the Archduke Charles from 
the Rhine, but he had only the fragments of the 
discouraged troops of Alvinzi to lead. "Hitherto," 
said Napoleon, "l have been fighting armies without 
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generals, now I have to fight a general :vithout an 
army." 
· A battle took place in the mountains at Tarvis, 
high up on the pass into the Gail Valley, after
wards called " the battle above the clouds." The 
archduke, with a handful of Hungarian hussars, 
defended the pass against sixteen thousand French, 
and did not turn to fly till only eight of his men were 
left. The archduke retired to Glogau, where he 
collected five thousand men, and again barred the 
way against the French, and held his ground with 
dauntless heroism till only two hundred and ecty 
of his men remained. 

But now the archduke's troops, whom he had led 
to uictory on the Rhine, were coming to his aid. 
The republic of Venice had made an alliance 
with Austria, and Napoleon 'was threatened in his 
rear. The brave Tyrolean peasants were up in arms, 
and routed his troops as they tried to push for
ward. The a~chduke hoped now to nip Bonaparte 
in the mountains,.. and crush him. But, '"ith in· 

" tonceivable folly, the emperor's advisers at Vienna 
threw away this unique opportunity. They were 
so panic-struck at the advance of Bonaparte that 
when. he, conscious of the predicament in '"hich he 
stood, to gain time, sent overtures of peace, not in 
the least supposing the Austrian ministers such 
fools as to accept them. they actually snapped at 
the proposals, and were m haste to get a treaty 
concluded. When Bonaparte saw the timorous sort 
of men w1th whom he had to deal he assumed a 
more defiant tone. The plenipotentiary of Aus· 
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tria. was Count Cobenz~ who had b~en much in the 
service <~f the Empress of Russia, an4 had presented 
Bonaparte a beautiful and costly vase from Cath
erine, the Empress of Russia. CobenzJ was a 
witty playwriter, and immediately after some un
pleasant piece of state business he produced a 
comedy full of fun. "I suppos~,' said the em .. 
press, "Cobenzl, you are waiting to kill us with laugh-. 
ing till you hear that the French are in Vienna?" 
This was' the man s.ent into Udine to treat with 
Bonaparte. Now the latter was in far greater straits 
than Cobenzl supposed, for the Directory in Paris 
were getting jealous of hint, and refused him more 
soldiers, and he knew very well that he could not 
get any further through the Alps where .the passes 
were guarded by brave mountaineers, ready to roll 
down rocks on his troops, and excellent shots were 
lurking behind every stone and tree to pick oft' his 
officers. However, he put a bo14 face on th~ 
matter, and when Cobenzl made some demur to one 
of his demands· Napoleon took up the porcelain 
cup the Empress Catherine had sent him, and 
dashed it to atoms on the floor. "There," tlid be, 
•' take my terms, or I will shatter your precious 
monarchy like this vessel:' . 

Cobenzl was too tnuch frightened at the threat to 
stand out. A treaty was drawn up and signed, called 
the TFE.t'.TV OF CAMPO FORMIO, on October 17, 
1797· By this the emperor ceded to France the 
whole of the west bank of the Rhine, flar.ders, and 
the Lom~ard provinces, but received in exchange 

. the territory of Venice and the archbishopric: of Salz.. 
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burg. Now this concession of Napoleon was part 
of his cleverness ; he wanted by all means in his 
power to rouse up the jealousy of Prussia against 
Austria. You know that among children one be
comes spiteful if anothrr gets one slice of bread 
and jam more than itself,-so is it with nations. 
Prussia was consumed with anger and envy when 
it heard that Austria was to gain that rich merchant. 
city, Venice, and consequently would have noth. 
ing more to do with Austria against the common 
enemy. 

When the news reached Paris the French i.e. 
publicans liked the idea of the cession of Venice to 
Austria almost as little as did the Prussians; but 
Nap<Neon quieted them. " Pshaw!" he sai~, "it is 
only for a bit." The result of this clever stroke soon 
became apparent. The Prussians sent an army into 
Franconia, and seized Nuremberg and several other 
towns. They also entered Westphalia, annexing • it, and stirred up Hesse· Cassel to grasp part 
of Schaumburg-Lippe. That same year Frederick 
William JI. died, and was succeeded by his son, 
Frederick William III., who continued the same 
shameful and dishonourable policy of playing the 
game of France against the only upholder of the 
German name and honour, the Emperor of Aus. 
tria. · 

Whilst Austria was lulled into peace the French 
overran Switzerland and converted it into a repub
lic under their protection ; and thus this great 
barrier which had protected the Austrian frontiers on 
the side next France was thrown down. The peace 



CONFERENCE AT RASTADT. 335 

roncluded by Napoleon at Campo Formio had to be 
ratified, that is, agreed to by all the powers con
cerned, and a meeting was appointed to be held at 
Rastadt, which had been the residence of the mar
graves of Baden. In it is a red sandstone palace; 
to this palace the envoys were summoned to meet 

KARL WILHELM, BARON VON H U ~I BOLDT. 

(From a Drawi ng by P. C. Strochlin g. ) 

in 1797, and there they sat haggling over terms till 
April, 1799, when the congress was broken up without 
coming to any agreement, in the way you shall hear. 

The French envoys demanded all that had been 
granted by the treaty of Campo Formio, and agreed 
that, to indemnify the German princes, th'ese latter 
should se ize on all the remaining ecclesia.stical prin
cipalities in the land, as the archbishoprics of Salz
burg, Mainz, and Cologne, the bishoprics of Munster, 

"' See page 316. 
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Wurzburg, Bamberg, Eichstadt, etc. But they 
went further. Not content with the west, or left, 
bank of the Rhine, they now asked for some places 
on the other bank as well. 

Whilst the negotiations were in progress, France 
was collecting men and material for prosecuting the 
war. At Rar;tadt their principal envoy was !alley
rand, a man who had been a bishop, but had cared 
little for Christianity. He was a man of extraordi
nary talents, and cunning as a fox. He wc..s able 
to do without sleep, and when asked how that 
was, he showed that his J.Uise throbbed, then • ·stopped for some seconds, and then throbbed again. 
lie said that his nature' recruited itself in these 
pauses. With him were three others, Robert, Bon
•nier, and De Bry, from the dregs of the people, 
coarse, insolent, rapacious men. The German 
princes, all eager to make good terms with the 
French for themselves, bribed these French envoys • to put in a good word for them ; 'these scoundrels 
pocketed their money and insulted them for their 
folly. On the Ist of March, however, whilst negotia
tions were still•in progress, the French crossed the 
Rhine, under Jourdan, and entered \Vurtemberg. 
The brave and able Archduke Charles met and de
feated them, and Jourdan was obliged to recross 
the Rhine to Strasburg, where he left his arm)« 
and re.urned to Paris. The insolence of the envoys 
and their outrageous demands at Rastadt had 
aroused great anger in the people, and a tumult 
broke out in Vienna, in which the tri( olour, hoa.ting 
above the residence of the French ambassador. was 
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tom down and burnt. 'fhe Co9gress of Rastadt 
broke up in haste. As the envoys were leaving the 
place some hussars rushed out of' a wood' upon the 

. carriage and lplled two o£ them. . -
Against England alone had the French hitherto 

'been unable' to deal crippling blows. In- order to 
hurt English trade and to· menace her Asiatic pos
sessions Napoleon was sent with an army into 
Egypt. There he was victorious on land, every· 
wherei but Nelson: with the English fleet, fought 
and completel~. destroyed the French fleet lying in 
Abukir Bay. Whilst Bonaparte was in Egypt 'the 
French armies met some serious disasters on the 
Rhine an4 in Switzerland. The Directory at Far(s 
was, moreover, weakened by the various patties 
squabbling together. ~ 

Bonaparte now left his army in Egy.pt and slipped 
across the Mediterranean unperceived by the Eng
lish, landed ill Fr~nce, ·was appoin~ed generalis
simo over all the army, and at once upset,.with ~he 
aid of his soldiers, the government, and appointed 
himself and two others 1$ Cqnsuls. This was In 
1799, when the SECOND COALITION o{ European 

• powers was formed against· France, consisting of 
England, Russia, fn'd Austria. · _ , 

· Inspired by Napoleon the French tro'ops gained 
victory after· victory. He crossed the Alps at the 
head of a new army, before' the Austrians 'were 
aware that he was in 1notion. With that incon. 
ceivable folly which' seemed to pervade the coun. 
sels of the Austrian ministry the Archduke Charles 
had been deprived of his generalship and sent into 

u . 
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n.ohemia, and the command of the forces given ta 
Marshall Kay. Suddenly Napoleon appeared in 
Lombard)', and· on June 14, 18oo, gained such a 
decisive victory at Marengo that t~e Austrian 
army was forced to lay dow~ its arms. The whole 
of Italy fell once more into the hands of the 
French. And now, instead of recalling the able 
Archduke Charles, the command-in-chief was given 
to the Archduke John, a lad of eighteen, without 
experience and without genius. On the 3d of Decem· 
her this boy-general with his army was completely 
routed in the tremendous battle of Hohenlinqen, 
more momentous even than that of Marengo in its 
military consequences. The shattered remains of 
the •mperial army retreated behind the River Inn, 
followed by disaster. The Austrians lost 10,000 

,prisoners and 100 cannon. But now the voice of 
the nation made it$elf beard. Where was the Arch
duke Charles? Let him be recaJledM Accordingly, • • he was ordered back from Bohem1a. He flew to the 
r~cue, but when, instead of the proud battalions he 
had led so often to victory, he found only a con
fused crowd o£ infantry, cavalry, and artillery cover
ing the road, filled with panic, lost to discipline, the 
tears rolled down his furrowed cheeks. In vain did · 
he try to -rally them; they were too broken even to 
obey his voice. The French fell on the rear of the 
flying Austrians, and routed the rearguard with a. 
loss of twelve hundred men, completing the demor
alization· of the army. A few days later the news 
arrived of the defeat of the Austrian army in Italy 
at the passage of the Mincio. These disasters once 
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·more inclined Austria to' peace, which was concluded 
at Luneville (9th Feb., I8oi). By this peace the 
whole of the left bank of the Rhine was again as-· 
sured to France, and the petty rc;Publics established 
by France in· Italy,. Switzerland, and Holland were 
recognized. ~l.but six of the free imperial cities 
were deprived of their privileges, the spiritual prin
cipalities were abolished, and many of the secu
lar princes were "mediatised," that is, lost their 
sovereign authority, though allowed to retain their 
titles. 



LVII. 

NArOLEO:S AS EMrEROR. 

As Consul, Napoleon governed in France with 
~reat vi~our and discretion. By wise laws •and 
benefiical measures he endeavoured to give prosper
ity to the land, and to heal the wounds caused by 
protracted wars. The Revolution had abolished 
Christianity, hung or guillotined the priests, and 
had forbidden the use of the churches for Christian 
worship. Napoleon, in concert with the Pope, re
stored the u:ercise of the Christian religion, and 
arranged for the organizati~n of the church in 
France, at the same time that he allowed perfect 
freedom of conscience to Protestants and Infidels. 
The bi~hops were paid by the state instead of 
from the confiscated estates, and the clergy also, 
without restoration of n.e tithe. The monasteries 
and convents were not re-opened ; new schools 
were founded, and provision made for general ed
ucation. To encourage traffic, good roads and ca
nals were made. By these means Napoleon won 
the favour of the people. They were sick of the 
bloodshed of the Republica'l tyrants, and they 
breathed freely under the prudent rule of the First 

3~0 
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Consul. Moreover; his victories over the powers 
opposed to France flattered the vanity o£ the na
tion. These circums~ances cond'uced to· £urther' 
his aim lor supremacy; but he did. not · dare 
take the title of king, which w~s· still abhorrent to 
the people; therefore he resolved to make France 
an empire, and ~enew in himself the splendours _of 
Charles the Greaes reign. 'On the 18th of May, 
18a4, Bonaparte abolished the French Republic, 
and was elected hereditary emperor of France. On 
the 2d of December he was solemnly-anointed and 

I • 
crQwned by the Pope, Pius VII., whom he forced 
to come to Paris for the purpose. The ceremonies 
used at the coronation of Charlemagne· were re.· 
vived on this occasion. In March, t8os, he-abol
ished the Italian republics and crowned himsel( 
with the iron crown of Lombardy. He formed the 
grand and daring scheme of converting the whole 
of Europe into one vast empire, lith kings and 
princes over the several nations, all subject to him·· 
se!£. ' . 

In the mean time he sent an army into Hanover, 
and overran it. Prussia offered no interference, 
hoping by her neutrality to secure Hanover as her 
reward. England now persuaded Austria. Russia, 
and Sweden to combine again against France/ 
This is· called the THIRD CC.\LlTION, and was ef~ 
fected in tSos. To her eternal disgrace Prussia 
kept neutral, and allowed the Fatherland to be rav~ 
aged, because of her-jealousy of Austria. 

Napoleon at once put himself at the head of an 
;.rmy and advanced to Ulm. Sixty t~ousand. A us-
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trians were in the town under General Mack, an in. 
competent man, who, panic struck at the appearance 
of Bonaparte, capitulated without striking a blow. 
A body of 12,000, commanded by the Archduke Fer
dinand, made a bold attempt to break out, but all 
his infantry and the greater part of his cavalry were 
slain or captured, and a few hundred men alone sue. 
ceeded in cutting their way through the enemy into 
Bohemia. Where was the Archduke Charles at this 
time? Of course, where he was not specially 
wanted, in Italy, through no fault of his, but through 
the blundering' stupidity or the emperof'S COUN:iJ. 

After Mack's surrender, Napoleon, with his usual 
alacrity, marched with his main body straight upon 
Vientla, whilst he sent some detachments into the 
Tyrol to hold that in check, and entered the capital 
in November, before the Archduke Charles, who 
had been recalled, had time to arrive for its de
fence .. In thi mean time the Emperor Alexander 
I., o£ Russia, at the· head of an army, approached 
through Moravia. Francis II. gathered together as 
many or his scattered troops as he could and joined 
Alexander. Both' emt_>erors appealed earnestly 
to Prussia to renounce its base alliance with France, 
and in this decisive moment to aid in the anni .. 
hilation of the enemy; not of the Fatherland only, 
but <1£ Europe. But no; the King of Prussia, hun
gering after Hanover, hoped to buy it by his neu-

, trality. On December 2, J 8os, a famous battle, 
in which the three emperors 'of Christendom were 
present, took place at Austerlitz, not far from 
Brunn, and terminated in one of Napoleon's most 
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glorious victories. Immediately Prussia threw in 
her part with France, secured Hanover, and in ex# 
change surrendered Cleves, Anspach, and NeufchAtel 
to the French. The Austrians, utterly paralyzed, 
were ,unable to continue the strugg!e, and. were 
forced to conclude' a peace, called the PEACE OF 
PRESSBURG, at enormous sacrifice. Austria lost 
Venice, Tyrol, and the l3reisgau,· a portion of land 
between the Black Forest and the Rhine. 
' On his way east Napoleon bad forced the. dukes 
of Bavaria, \Viirtemberg, and Baden to unite their 
troops with his against. the Austrians. Napol&on 
now rewarded them by elevating Bavaria and Wur
tl'lnberg into kingdoms, and by exalting the Duke 
of l!aden into a grand-duke, and giving him the 
~ustrian lands adjoining his own. 

'On the 12th of July, 1800, sixteen German princes, 
of which.the principal were Bavaria, Baden, Wurtem. 
berg, iuid I~sse. Darmstadt, formalJy separated 
themselves from the German empire and declared 
themselves subject to the French emperor. This is 
c~lled the Rhein-bund. Napoleon, to increase his 
own spiendour, now erected the provinces dependent 
upon Fiance into kingdoms and principalities, and 

· besto~ed them upon his relatives and favourites. 
His brother joseph he tnade King of N a pies ; his 
brother Louis, King <>f Holland; his step-son, Eu .. 
gene Beauharnais, Viceroy of Italy; h~s brother-in .. 
Jaw, Murat, formt:rly a common soldier, Grand-duke 
of Berg; his first adjutant, BerthiesJ Prince of Neuf-
cbiteL . 

On the 6th of August, 18o6, the Emperor Francis 
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II. was forced to abdicate the imperial crown of Ger. 
many, and announce the dissolution of the empire 
in a touching address, full of stately sorrow. The 
last of the German emperors had shown himself, 
throughout the contest, worthy of his great ances-

. tors, and had, almost alone, sacrificed all in order to 
preserve the honour and independence of Germany, 
until, abandoned by the greater part of the princes, 
he was unable to continue the contest. 

Two years before, Francis II. had assumed the 
title of Emperor of Austria, i. t., of the Eastern 
Rtilm, and it remains to the House o£ Hapsburg. 

Now it was the tum of Prus-;ia to be chastised. 
Now only did she awake to the fact that she had 
betrayed her best interests by not coming td' the 
front with Austria. Napoleon seized the Prussian 
fortress of \Vesel, and he insisted on the formation 
of a northern bund, like the Rhein-bund, under the 
protection of himself. Louisa, the b-auti{ul Queen 
of Prussia, a .Mecklenburg princess, had alone fore
seen the inevitable end, and had entreated the king 
to draw his sword against the conqueror. Now she 
redoubled her entreaties. The Emperor Alexander, 
of Rus~ia, visited Berlin and joined his voice to that 
o( the queen. The whole kingdom felt the shame 
that covered it, and at last war was declared (I 8o6). 
But the spirit of Frederick the Great no longer an
imated the army he had created. The Prt~~sians 
were defeated at ] ena, and agc,.;n · at Auerstadt. 
,Russia, which took the field at the same time, met 
bloody repulses at Eilau and Friedland. Na. 
poleon at once pushed Oil to B~:rlin, where he 
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w~s teceivcd, not, as at V1enna, by the citizenc; with 
mute rage, but with loud demonstrations of delight. 
Men of high rank stood behind the crowd and urged 
them on to cheer, saying, "For Heaven's sake, give a 
hearty hurrah ! Cry, • Long live the emperor! 'or we 
are done for." Many citjzens pressed forward, 
eager to betray the public money and stores that 
had been concealed. .. I know not," said Napoleon, 
"whether to rejoice at my success or to feel ashamed 
for this people." The noble-hearted and beautiful 
Prussian queen was treated with the grossest inso
lence by Bonaparte. He knew how earnest and et~er
getic she had been in stirring up her husband against 
him. He visited the tomb of Frederick the 
Gre!t, and gave vent over it to the most unbecoming 
expressions of contempt against his unfortunate 
descendant. 

The Prussian fortresses fell, one after another, 
during the av.tumn and winter, some from utter in
ability to maintain themselves, but the greater part 
because commanded by incompetent generals. 
A~ last, on July 9, 1807, a conference w~s held 

at Tilsit between the sovereigns of France, Russia, 
and Prussia, whereby peace was concluded. · Prussia 
was deprived of half her territory, "hich was con. 
verted by Napoleon int() a kingdom of Westphalia, 
o( which he appointed his brother Jerome ruler. 

In the year 1809 Aus~ria again took up arms 
against Napoleon. The Archduke Charles had en
treated, after former dbasters, that the army might 
be put on a better footing. Now, at last, his advice 
was attended to. But Austria had now oppoc;ed to 
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her France, Bavaria: and the rest of the· Rhenish 
Bund, and Saxony. In five battles in ~five.corist:cu
tive days Napoleon defeated the archduke, and 
again the great conqueror entered Vienna. But 
now the brave archduke returned to the charge from 
Bohemia with fresh levies. A battle ·was fought at 
Aspern which lasted two days, the 21st. and 22d of 
May, I SOC), and for the first time Napoleon was de
feated. For some time the two armies continued 
watching each other; at last, on the 5th of July, Na,.. 
poleon attacked the Austrians at Wagram, not far 
fro111 Aspern. The fight was desperate, the valour 
of the Austrians splendid. 1"hey captured twelve 
golden .eagles· and ·standards of the' enemy, and 
would have gained a victory had not. the. re~rve 
which had been called up failed to' arrive,' owing tQ 
the dilatoriness of the Archduke John, who com. 
manded it. · 

Two hours after the battle was ove, it arrived on 
the blood-stained field. Owing to this defeat A us. 
tria was again compelled to neg»ciate. a peace, 
which goes by the title of .. THE PEACE OF VI
ENNA." She had now to make additional sacrifices, 
to give up Carniola, Trieste, and Dalmatia to the 
French, and Salzburg and other portions of her pos .. 
sessions in the Alps to Bavaria. The Tyrol.also be. 
came Bavarian. During this heroic s~ruggle-· ol 
Austria against the tyrant, Prussia again' remained 
inert. · 



LVIII. 

THE HEROES OP TilE TYROL, 

(1809.) 

To this time belongs one of the most heroie and 
glorious achievements, of modem history,-the. ris
ing of the Tyrolean patriots against the Frencp and 
Bavarians, under the leading of Andreas Hofer, an 
inn~eper, Speckbach~r,. a hunter, and Haspiriger, 
a friar. ; 

Hofer kept a little tavern in. the Passeyr valley 
that opens ioto the main valley of the Adige 'at 
Meran. The inn is at a place called "Sand," and 
so he went ~y the· familiar name of the " Sand
host" (Sand.wirth~ He was a talJ, fine man; with 
brown, vivacious eyes, black hair, and a long, bushy 
beard, that reached nearly to his waist. His walk 
was measured and grave, his voice soft and clear, 
the expression of his Ceatures ch~erlul and serene .. 
With'out any pretence .to 'eloquence, he had the 
girt , of finding his way to the hfarts o{ men and 
winning their confidence. His dress was th~ pict
uresque costume of his native valley,.-a dark jacket,, 
a scarlet waistcoat cro'iSed by broad emerald·green 
braces, black chamois-leather breeches, and a belt oC 
black leather, embroidered over with tiny threads of 

. 348 



A FICTl"RESQl/E IJRESS. 349 

goose quill. On his heaq he wore a black goat's
hair steeple cap with broad brim, surrounded by 
twisted scariet silk string · His stockings wer~ of 
blue wool. Around his neck he wore a small crucifix. 
If ever you go to Meran you will see the peas-

AN[JRI!AS HOFER. 

(From a contemporary Engraving.) 

ants there on a Sunday and market day wearing 
the same beautiful costume •. 

When Austria took up arms again, in 18o9, 
against France and her German allies, she had not 
many regular soldiers to send into Tyrol to defend 
it, and the defence had to be entrusted to the peas
ants themselves, who had shown what they could 
do, as you may remember, just before the Treaty of 
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Campo Formio. In the resistance then offered, . 
.Hofer and Speckbacher had distinguished them· 
selves. 

On the ;th of April little slips of paper, on which 
were written only the words "It is time," .were cir
culated throughout Tyrol. As the river Inn rushed 
along it whirled on its milky waters bits of wood 
with red flags stuck into them. The peasants knew 
the signal, caught their weapons, and the whole of 
the mountain region was in insurrection against the 
enemy. On the south side of the Brenner pass, the 
main road from Innsbruck to Italy, in the gr&en 
basin of a dried·up lake, stands the quaint old town 
of Sterzing. The mountains tower above it, and up 
the iidnaun valley the eye looks to glorious ranges 
of ice peaks. Into this basin marched the Bava. 
rians on their way south to Brixen, where was 
another ,Bavarian force. When they were in the 
plain, the Tyrolese, commanded by Hofer, poured 
down from th~ fllOuntain sides around, and attacked 
them. This was their first battle in the open coun
try. The Bavarians formed square, and poured a 
shower of lead into their advancing ranks. They 
hesitated. Then a young girl with a ·shout drew 
forward a waggon load of hay towards the enemy. 
The Tyrolese followed with two others. They 
threw over the loads in a line, and lying behind the 
hAy fired into tlie mass of their enemy. The hay 
had made a wall o£ shelter for them. The Bavarians 
wavered, broke, and with a shout the peasants 
charged them over the hay heaps, and took them 
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prisoners.. They were carried to a castle that 
stands on a height overlooking the plain. 

Then every trace of the battle was removed, for 
the news reached the peasants that the French and 
Bavarians together were marching up the valley 
fros::d Brixen. . Hofet made the townspeople prom• 
ise him not to say a word of what had happened ; 
and when the united army arrived and wondered 
what had become of the 'Bavarians who had been 
ordered to meet them .there, no one told , them 
what had taken place. Next day they recom
menced their march, and were no sooner involved 
am~ng the rocks and pines than bullets and stones 
poured down on · them, . and terrible . were their 
losses as they struggled through, unable to tGach 
and dislodge the enemy.· 

.Oq the 11th of May a French force, under Gen
eral Lefebvre, and a Bavarian force, under Devey, in
vaded the Tyrol; but already had the gallant Tyrolese 
stormed Innsbruck and taken Hall, wh~re were large 
stores for the army, and had cleared the Inn Valley 
of the enemy, led by Speckbacher, and South Tyrol 
had been freed by Hofer. · _ · 

On the 11th of May also a Bavariar, force, under 
Wrede, advanced from Salzburg upon the Tyrol 
through the Strub pass. This is a long and gloomy 
ravine, shut in' between abrupt walls of rock. The 
road zigzags up among dark pines, around promonto. 
ries of rock, high above a brawling torrent. The 11th 
o1 May, that year,' was Ascension Day. It was brill
iant with sunshine i the slopes were blue with gen. 
tianella and sprinkled with the delicate ph~k primula. 
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They were soon to be deepened dark red with 
blood. Holding the pas! were 350 brave peasants 
with two small cannon, six-pounders. A few miles 
behind was an Austrian general with regulars, but, 
like so many of the old generals in the Austrian 
service at that time, he was hal£ asleep, and so be
wildered as not to know what to do when the Qp
nortunity of doing anything offered. As Napoleon 
said o£ them, ''They are asleep when their eyes 
are open." Wrede had 14,000 well·disdplined sol
diers and several cannon. When he saw that the 
pass was guarded he poured a volley and playeq on 
the defenders with his big guns; but they neither 
heeded nor replied. Then he ordered a charge. 
At Qnce the two little field-pieces blazed, and the 
unerring guns of the peasants were discharged. The 
Bavarians went down in heaps; the rest recoiled, and 
the wounded staggered to the edge an~ fell down 
the gut£ into the thundering stream far below. For 
five hours th: fight continued, and then a shell in
jured one of the little cannon. Eight times dtd the 
Bavarians come on and were repulsed, and now their 
ammunition began to fail. A ninth attack was made, 
and at the same time a detachment, sent around by a 
circuitous path, fell on the brave Tyrolese behind. 
Then the battle was concluded "by the enraged 
Bavarians butchering the wounded peasants who 
had fallen on the road they bad held so heroically. 
Only a few escaped, but they had killed some 1500 
of the enemy, You must remember that at this 
time Napoleon was at Vienna, and held in his grip 
the heart o£ Austria. The Archduke Charles was 
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in Bohemia, whithet)e had fled after tpe five battles, 
on five consecutive days, in which he hac! tried to 
arrest the onward roll of Napoleon. Austria was 
in such distress that 'she could hot help poor Tyrol. 
She was forced to withdraw from it the few regiments 
of 'regulars left there. The· ptasants ha.d only 
themselves to look to. Innsbruck, their capital, was 
in the hands of the Bavarians. The .Tyrolese were 
resolved to recover it. On May the 29th was fought 
one of the most remarkable battles in. the war, the-

. battle of Berg lsel. in which. the hardy moun .. 
tai11eers defeated, and. drove out of. the; town, the 
well-trained army of invaders. ,Due south of Inns
bruck the road to Italy runs over a level plain for 
about a mile and a half, passing a large abbey, called 
Witten. Then ther!! rises from the plain a hill, 
Berg lsel, up which the. road winds. On this hill, 
occupying the Brenner road, were- the Tyrolese, 
a-nd here the three leaders, Hofer, Speckbacher, 
,nd Haspinger, united. , The Bavari:ns not orlly 
held Innsbruck, but the whole left bank of the Inn 
as far as Hall and Voiders, some 6 or 9 miles down 
'he river. Speckbacher opposed them at this point, 

· that is, he and his men formed the right wing of 
the patr!ot army. The Bavarians crossed the Inn 
at once at Hall and at Voiders. Speckbacher im~ 
mediately fell on them at Valders and drove them , 
back; then, leaving a detachment to destroy the 
l.Jridge, he ftew to Hall, where &Of!le Austrian regu. 
lars were oppose4 to the Bavarians, and drove the 
enemy back. During the fight here a young woman 
ran amon~ the Austrians' and Tyrolese ~·ith a lit:-

'3 ' 
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' tle cask o£ wine on her head: and· a mug in her hand, 
giving them drink. A bullet struck the cask, 
entfred it, and the win':, began to run down her 
cheek and neck. .. Quiclc, quick!., cried the brave 
girl, •• drink away, my hearties I before another ball 
finishes the ·wine'and waitress.'' Speckbaclier was 
rushing over the bridge when he found his little 
boy at his side. In vain did he urge the child to 
go back; the gallant little fellow would be in the 
thick o£ the tight beside his father. Speckbacher 
had to box his ears and severely rebuke him before 
he- would retire; and then· he occupied himsel' in 
collecting the bullets that fell about him for his 
(ather's. gun. Three times did the brave Speck· 

· bacaer lead the charge ; at last a ~eserve body came 
up, the Bavf!.rians were beat back, and then Speck
bather led his men to the assistance o( Hofer in 
the centre, at Berg IseL Here a furious contest 

· was going onJ and here it was that Hasp1nger, the 
friar1 turned the tide of battle. Fa~her Haspinger 
wore· the snuff-coloured robe of his order, with a 

·. cord knotted round bls waist, bare feet and sandals. 
His head was bare : be bad red hair and a long, thick 
red beard. In his hand he carried as tick, and on his 
breast a little black cross. He had , no weapons. 
Above. Berg Isel are two villages, Mutten and 
Natters, and these were in the bands o{ the Bava
rians. After two hours hard fighting the enemy 
was driven from them down the hill towards the 
plain. But this would not have happened without 

· Haspinger. Seeing the Tyrolese £alter, then 
break and begin. to-.By. the brave Capuchin !riar 
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roared to them, as he waved his staff, "Good-bye l 
Good-by~! Brothers, I go forwards to the throne of 
God to accuse you of cowardice." They were 
ashamed and returned to the charge. The bullets 
whistled around their leader, but none touched him. 
A Bavarian soldier rushed forward with a curse to 
run him through with his bayonet i the friar 
knocked the gun out of his hands with his alpen
stock. Next moment he would have fallen, pierced 
through, had not a riffeman, perceiving his danger, 
fired over his shoulder at the Bavarian, thereby 
sin~ing the Father's beard. Then forward with 
shouts of joy rushed the Tyrolese, and drove the 
Bavarians down on the Inn. ·Now tliat the left 
"ing had succeeded, as well as the right, Hofef in 
the centre pushed forward, and the Bavarians re
tired precipitously into the town. The ammunition 
of the peasants was spent: they were unable to Col. 
low up their success, but during the nigjit the Bava· 
rian general slipped away from the town with th<. 
remnant of his army. 

After the battle of Wagram, Austria was obliged 
to consent to a truce, which was to lead to the Peace 
of Vienna, by which Tyrol was to be given up to 
Bavaria. This had been agreed to on July 7th, at 
Znaym: . but the Tyrolese obstinately refused to be 
transferred to Bavaria, and prosecuted the war, 

General Lefebvre, who had been a miller's boy 
a.nd had become a field-marshal of France, and had 
been created by Napoleon Duke of Danzig, was 
sent, at the head of a large army of French. Bava· 
ria.ns, and Saxons, into Tyrol, to subdue it thor· 
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oughly. He occupied Innsbruck, and then marched 
over the Brenner Pass.. to Sterzing, on his way to 
Brixen and Botzen. He' intended to quiet the South 
of Tyrol. ·At the same ~ime an army was sent up 
the valley of the Inn, which was to go through 
the Finstermunz Pass above Landeck, descend 
the Adige, and meet him at Botzen. · 

The first to go forward were the Saxons. They 
were allowed to advance as far as a very narrow 
defile, called the Sack, where there is a wooden 
bridge near a precipice of rock that rises above 
the road. The peasants passed the bridge an~ set 
it on fire as the Saxons ,came up, and as they 
halted, hesitating what to do, suddenly there came 
a rftmble, tht:n. a roar, and an avalanche of rocks 
and stones poured down on them from the cliff 
overhead. · A thousand men, among them fortr 
four officers, were lost in the Sack. When the 
Duke of Dauig heard this he was very angry, and 
ordered the rest of his troops forward. He had 
been lodging at the little inn of "the Nail," at Sterz.. 
ing,,and grumbled at the poor breakfast he had re· 
ceived. !' It matters not," he said to the hostess, 
''I shall have a famous 'dinner to-day at Brixen." 
But he was met at the Sack by the dauntless peas· 
ants, who poured their fire upon his advancing col
umns, and showered rocks on him from the sides 
of the pass, and the army was obliged to fty back to 
Sterzing in confusion. As the duke returned, 
angry, humiliated, exhausted to the inn, he found 
his hostess at the door. She courtsied, and with 
a twinkling eye, asked, .. I hope your Grace has 
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enjoyed your fa~ous din~er to-day.'' The army 
sent round by the Finstermunz met a like dis
aster. and the broke~ frag_ments of both armies 
were forced to retreat into the Inn valley. There, at 
Innsbruck, Lefebvre, the duke, conceQtrated 25,000 
infantry, and Iooc:) horse, and 40 pieces of artillery.: 
After them, flushed witli victory, poured the gal-' 
lant T)...Olese. Another battle was fought on Berg 
Isel; again were the patriots commanded by Hofer, . 
Speckbacher, and the friar, and again were they 
victorious. ·The Tyrolese lost 132 wounded and so 
killed; they took 6ooo prisoner$ and killed 400o 
men. and Lefebvre ·was obliged to retire; 

The Peace of Vienna. was signed, and Au~tria 
\\as forced to abandon TyroL She could not-help 
herself. Her powerl of resistance were exbau!lted. 
But the Tyrolese would not acknowledge it. Ac
cordingly, fresh bodies or men were sent into Tyrol 
to subdue the mountaineers. They.continued the 
desperate struggle, but against the enormous su· 
periority of numbers could. not make headway. 
The French and Bavarians held the main roads, and' 
all the towns, and could starve them into submission. 
Another battle was fought at Berg Isel, but this 
time the valour of the patriots co~ld not win them 
victory. At last a former friend betrayed Hofer 
·to the French, and, to· the eternal disgrace of N apo .. 
leon, he had the brave man shot in cold blood,. 
Speckbacher, later, was rewarde~ by the Austrian 
emperor, and Haspinger would have been rewarded 
had the humble friar consented to receive anything 
at his hands. 
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THE MARCil ON )lOSCO\V. 

(1812.) 

THR.OUCH his defeat of the rrussians and Aus
trians, Napoleon. ~ad reached the lllghe~t poin- of 
his career. No power but England dared to defy 

. him.' The great fleet or England harassed and de
feated the French navy. Napoleon tried ~hat he 
could to hurt England. lie forbade all trade' with 
Britain, and the sale of English wares. ·. All the 
~arbours or' the continent . were ~losed 'against 
the English, 5t' as to kill \heir trade and manufact
ures. However, the Emperor Alexander, of Russia, 
reCused to consent to have his ports thus shut; ac
cordingly, the French dictator determined on war 
w1th him. , . • · . · , ' - · • .. 

Napoleon strained every- effort to make this 
gigantic: undertaking su~cessfuL . At th~ head of 
6oo,ooo men, in the summer of 1812, he crossed the 
Russian frontier. ' But before doing this he con. 
voked aU the princes of Germany to Dresden, 
where he· lectured them with such insolence as 
even to repel ~is'warmest p~rtisans. ·Tears sprang 

, into the· eyes ol the Empress of Austria and the 
Queen ·of Prussia : the prin~es anti' kings bit their 

1~8,. 
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lips with rage at the petty humiliations ~nd ~oarse 
affronts put on them by their powerfu'l but mo
mentary lord. The army led by Napoleon ag~inst 

\ 
Russia was principally composed of German troops, 
who were skilfully mixed up with the French, $Q 
as not to be themselves aware of their numbers.~ 
Austrians, Prussians, Saxons, Hessians, Bavarians, , 
Wiirtembergers, Badeners, Swiss, Flemings, even 
Portugtlese, Spaniards, and Italians, went to make 
up this great host, which was destined to whiten 
with its bones' the plains o( Russia. In order to 
se(Jlre his rear Napoleon garrisoned the Prussian 
fortresses with French troops, and the Prussiiuis 
sent forward to fight in Russia were commanded 
by French officers. Sixty thousand French•held 
Prussia, whilst the sons of Prussia were sent to die 
in ~rms for their conqueror. Now bitterly did she 
feel the consequences of her baseness in the past 

No enemy opposed the invadin' army. The 
Russians retired before Napoleon without striking 

·a blow, leading ,him on deep into their dreary 
plains. 
• On the 7th of September, after a ·~arch of over 
two months, the army came in sight of the cupolas 
and towers of Moscow. A mysterious stillness 
reigned in the great city of the Czars. None ap. 
peared with the keys to lay them at the feet of the 
invader; no crowd of curious sight-seers poured 
out of the gates to gaze on the mighty conqueror. 
The town was deserted. Napoleon took up his 
quarters in the Kremlin, the ancient palace of the 
Czars.' All at once fire broke out in various quarters 
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I . . 
of the town. An autumn storm fanned the flames, 
and in a· ;hort time the whole city was a waving, 
roaring sea of ·fire. Every attempt to extinguish 
~be conRagration was in vain ; the very Kremlin 
kindled. The Russians had themselves accumulated 
the combustibles in their houses and set them on 
fir~, and sacrificed thei~ glorious city so as the more 
surely to work the destruction of the French army. 
· Now Napoleon's overwhelming pride: proved 
his ruin. Instead of leading- his army ,outh into 
fertiie lands for winter quarters at once, he waited 
among the ashes of Moscow till.the middle p( O'to
ber, in daily expectation that the Emperor of Russia 
would send humbly to him, entreating peace. 
Findtng that no appeal came; hearing the winds of 
winter begin to howl, and seeing the snowflakes begin 
to fall, be sent overtures of peace to Alexander. · No 
answer came. All at once inaction 'disappeared. 
His cavalry were surprised and de~eated ·with great 
loss: The fr~sts began, to set in, the ice to form 
over the pools. Faster and faster !ell ·the snow. 
fiow Napoleon found that he had an enemy ranged 
against him that he was unable to defeat and insult
winter. 'Now, when toa late, he resolved on· retreat. 
The winter of 181 r bad been -unusually mild; that of 
1812 ·set in unusually early, and with unwonted 
severity. Provisions failed. The vast plains were 
white .and deep in snow, and as the army retired 
the Cossacks hovered around them with their long 

·spears like musquitos,, maddening and torturing 
,them. The horses died by thousands. The numbed 
and weary, soldiers ftunfr away their arms. The 
grand army was reduced to a' c;owering. starved,. 

I • 
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rrightcned wrec:k. Gaunt forms of famine. ,~an, 
hollow-eyed, wrapped in strange garmen~s of· ~i~ 
i:o keep out th-= cold-skins and women's clothes
with long beards, dragged their faint limbs along, 
fought for a drad horse, murdered each oth_er for a 
morsel of bread, and fell over in· the deep snow, 
never again to rise. Numbers fell into the hands of 
the Russian boors, who stripped them and drove 
them out into the snowdrifts. When at. last they 
reached the Beresina, which had to be passed, a thaw 
had set in, and the river rolled down broken blocks 
of iie. At the same time the Russians appeared on 
their flanks, charging them with spears, pouring can ... 
non shot among them, hewing them down with their 
sabres. Two bridges were hastily built, and 10ver 
them poured the terrified, flying rabble of soldiers. 
They crowded on o,ne another, tram~led one another 
down. The railings gave way, and manywere precip
itated over the sides ; others were rul\ down by the 
horses, and crushed under the wheels of .the cannon 
carria~es. Then, to complete the. disaster, the bridges 
themselves bro))e, and the stream of human beings, 
forced on by those behind, fell into the ice-cold 
whirling river to perish in its waves. Those who 
did not reach the shore were made prisoners. · 

On the Sth of December Napoleon deserted his 
army, leaving it to take its chance, escaping on a 
slide. With his flight. all discipline ended; soldiers, 
and officers, and generals all sought only individual 
safety. Of the great army led into Russia not one 
twentieth part returned in safety. The mighty host 
of the conque~or was totally annihilated, ' 
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NAPOLEON FAit.~ Mm' CF.RMANY ktSFS. 

; · THIS unex{>ected dlsaster of t.he Emper~r Napo. 
leon seemed to Europe a sign from heaven that the 
hour of, emancipation bad struck. the first. to 
recogt&ize this was Prussia. In February. 1813, tho 
king met Alexander of Russia and conc\uded an 
allillllce with him. .But Berlin was in the hands o( 
the French .. ·Now, .however, the whole Prussian 

. nation, eager to throw off the hated yoke of the 
foreigner. to w~pe away the dishonour of her past. 
cheerfully ha¥ened to ptace their lives and property 
at the servi'ce of t}le impoverished government. "l'he 
whole of the able-bodied population was put under 

, arms. Every heart bounded with hope and pride • 
. The king and emperor issued a proclamation appeal. 
ing to all Germany to rise against the common-enemy. 
It found an echo in every German heart. \Vaming 
was sent to. Napoleon of the menacing te~per in 
the land. " Pah ! " he exclaimed, u Germans can't 
fight like Spaniards.!' However, .he levied a French 
army joo,OCX) strong, which so overawed the Rhenish 
Bund that their princes· actually again called to-. 
getlier thousands of their subjects to go with Na
poleon against their brothers in the North. Meek. 
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lenburg alone sided with Prussia. Austria was too 
exhausted to lift a hand. But now was a fight to 
be seen calculated to rejoice the heart o( one loving 
his country •• As sometimes a great distress or humil
iation coming on a man with good qualities, who 
has lived an. inglorious, unworthy life, will spur him 
to take a new start, cast aside those infirmities 
which have marred his character and rise to true 
nobility of life, so was it now with the Prussian peo
ple. As animated by one heart, all responded to 
the calL Prussia became a great arsenal. Youths 
hardly'ripe enough, old men with grey hair, fathers 
of families, tradesmen, artisans, professional men, 
landed gentry, even young women in men's cloth
ing lew to arms; aU wanted to hold a gun and 
brandish a sword for Fatherland. He who could 
not enter the ranks gave his money. He who had no 
money gave his labour.' None would hang behind 
the others in tbe great cause. Speedily the whole 
o( the able male population was converted into an 
army. There was the ~tanding army, and there 
were the free corps. Among these latter Liitzow's 
Huntsmen gained a glorious name in these days of 
gallantry. Napoleon advanced into the heart o{ 
Germany, and he was in Saxony before the Prussians 
were ready to meet him. Now the Emperor Alex .. 
ander of Russia sent help, and the two allies met 
Napoleon, and were defeated by him in two bloody 
battles at LOtzen and Dautzen • 
. The Emperor of Austria off~red to mediat~. His 

minister, Count Mettemich, was sent to Napoleon. 
u Hah I come to mediate, have you? 11 asked Bona-
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parte ; .•• if · thal be so, you are not on my side.'/' 
Then, insolently, " Well, Metternich, how much 
money have you been bribed with by England to 
take this part? u and he threw his hat down on the 
ftoor to see if Count Metternich would stoop to 

·pick it up. Metternich looked at the hat, then 
at Napoleon, and set his lips. He would not stoop. 
Napoleon turned his back on him,-and so, war 
with Austria also wu determined on. Immedi
ately, the combined Prussian and Russian army 
entered Bohemia, where they wc;re joined by· the 
Etiperor of Au'stria at the head ,of his ar~y. The 
army in Bohemia \\\<lS placed under the command 
of Prince Schwarzenberg. Another army to guard 
.Silesia was under Blucher, a third, the North ;rmy 
at Berlin, was under .the Crown-Prince of Sweden, 
who was a Frenchman, Charles Bernadohe,'one of 
Napoleon's generals, whq had been· elected to suc
ceed the childless King of Sweden. 

On the ,2Jd of )\ugust a murderod's conflict took 
place at Gross-Beeren between a 'Prussian division 

·of the North army and the French. The almost 
untrained peasantry that composed it rushed upoi 
the enemy and beat down entire battalions with the 
butt-ends of their muskets, whilst the crown-prince 
and his Swedes looked on' without taking part. 
The French lost 2400 prisoners. BlOcher in Silesia 
also won success three days later. Having drawn 
the Frenc~ across the river Neisse, he drove 
them, after a desperate engagement, into the river, 
swollen wit~ heavy rains. The muskets of tiLe sot. 
diers had beep rendered . unserviceable by the wet, 
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and BlOcher, dra~ing his sabre· from beneath hi~ 
cloak, dashed· forwa.rd, · exclaiming, .. Forwards! .. 
. Several tho_usand French were drowned or bayo. 
netted; or had their skulls fractured by tlic butt-

, ends of the .muskets.·· They lost 103 ·guns, 18,000 
, prisoners, and a greater number were killed; The 
general in command, Macdonald, escaped almost 
alone toN apoleolfat Dresden.· . ., Sire," said the de
feated general, .. your army no longer exists.'' 
Blllcher was given a title of prince from the place 
where this victory was won. but his soldiers pre· 
(erred to call him • Marshal. Forwards.~· T~e pl1ce 
o£ this battle was Wablstadt. not far from_ Liegnitz. 

Before Dresden, on die same· day, Aug. 26, how. 
ever, the allies were defeated by Napoleon with 
great.loss; but this was the last victory obtained 
by Napoleon ort German soiL 
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THE BATTLE OF THE NATIONS. 

(181J.)' 
. \ 

NAPOLEON•s generals were thrown b~ck in every 
qua~er with grt:at lOss on Dresden, wh.ere Napo.' 
leon remained waiting his opportunity. A {resh 
disappointment befel him. The Bavarian 'army re. 
fused to fight for him, and went over to the a.Y.ies, 
and marched to the Main to stand across Napo" 
leon~s path if he· attempted to retreat. When the 
news of this disaffection reached Napoleon's main 
army at Dresden the ,German troops in it began to . . 
waver, and when he ordered a march on Berlin. 
broke out in mutiny. A feeling of melancholy· 
foreboding of his approaching fall stole ·over the 
great conqueror, and he remained , for some days • 
irresolute. Then his spirit revived. On the 16th 
of October, 1813, began the great battle of Leipzig, 
which is called by Germans ,•• The Battle of the 
Nations," because of the various nationalities rep
resented in it, and the number of the troops engaged. 
It was fought on. the 16th, 17th, 18th, and 19th of 
October, and was one of the longest, sternest, and 
bloodiest actions of the war, and one of the greatest 
battles record~d in history. Napoleon ~ad an army 
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or 200,000 men, and the allies 300,000; but the allies 
had not more than 200,000 the first dly, as the 
Northern army was at Halle under Bemadotte, who 
was , little inclined to fight his old ma5ter, ~ apo
leon. 

Now let me try to give you some idea of this 
great Battle of the NationS. Leipzig lies in a plain 
where two rivers, the Elster and the Pleisse, meet, and 
two smaller streams, the Luppe and the Partha, als~ 
meet and unite into .one. river, which therice£orth

1 

flows a short way and falls into the Saale above 
Halle. From'the East comes the high· road from 
l)resden, along which Napoleon marched to Leip.. 
zig. From the South comes the road by which the 
Sile&Jan army was advancing. This road ran along 
·the Pleisse, through coppices of scraggy alders. On 
the West were two road.s, one from· the Siale at 
\Veissenfels-i. t. S. \V.-the other from Halle
N. ,V. Along_ this latter the North Army }Vas advanc
ing,-reluctantly indeed,-under Bemadotte, Crown~ 
Prince of Sweden. The Emperor of Austria, the Em
peror of Russia, and the King of Prussia were with 

• the main army from Bohemia. . With Napoleon 
was the King·. of Suony, and Murat, King of 
Naples. As the alli~s drew near they formed a hal£ 
moon, with the left wi,ng on the Luppe and the 
right on the east bank of the Pleisse. Moreover, 
the Silesian army was ·.planted on...the road from 
Leipzig to Halle, and the Northern army, which was 
at Halle. ordered to come up quickly and unite 
witll it, which it ~id not do. The obj~ct was to cut 
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nff Napoleon's ·retreat, and drive him either hack 
on Dresden, or, better still, due north. 

The battle began at 8' o'clock in the morning. A 
thousand cannon roared i smoke rolled over the 
extended field. Napoleon planted himself with his 
main body acros~ the south road that enters the 

• 

• 

~------------------------~~--------1Hit BATTLE OF LltlnlG. • 

town from Wachau and Probstheide. The Polish 
prince, Poniatowski, with his Poles was between the 

· Elster and the Pleisse: Another division was placed 
between the Luppe and the Elster; another again, 
under Marmont, was on the Halle road. The bat·, 
tie began with a tremendous tight at Wachau; 
which lasted till 2 o'clock in the afternoon, in 
which the Russjans were principally engaged i but 
almost simultaneously it exploded at Lindenau, 
Konewitz, 

1 
and Mockern ; ·so that Leipzig was sur· 

rounded on all sides but N. and E. by the thupder 
of war. Nothing decisive was done at Linden&\' ,, 
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and Konewitz, and Napoleon massed his men to 
make a crushing rush upon the right wing of the 
allies, and turn it af Proostheide. ·They shook 
and recoiled. Then above the booming of the 
guns sounded the merry bells of all the churches 
of Leipzig; Napoleon had ordered them to be rung, 
believing that the victory was decided. At the 
same time, out of the Elster gate galloped a 
courier charged with a message to Paris of hls sue· 
cess.. But just then up came the Russian reserves 
from the South. The Cossacks charged down on 
the advancing. wave o( ·French. The allied 3Jll1Y 
rallied~ and rolled back the enemy. On a mound 
beside the road Napoleon watched the battle all 
day:- and the three allied sovereigns stood on an~ 
other mound near Wachau. At one time they 
were almost captured, when the tide of battle 
turned. In the mean time BlUcher," Marshal For· 
wards," was gping forwards at) M6ckem unable to 
wait for the Swedes and their dawdling half-hearted 
leader, and he drove back the French within .the 
walls of Leipzig. Darkness fell, an4 the roar of 
the cannons ceased, leaving the allies in possession 
of the field, and the French retiring behind Leip-. 
zig, so .a.s to hofd the roads to Dresden and the 
North. At the moment when victory seemed to 
have declared for the French, Napoleon shouted 
exultantly: " The world turns round for us.'* 
When darkness settled in 'he felt that he was a 
beaten man; but his spirit was not broken. 
~xt day only desultory fighting ensued i but he 

aaw that he was in peril, and he ordered that at aU 
• j 
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cost the road to Weissenfels, along which lay his 
course to France, should be kept clear. He sent 
to the allies to ask for a truce, but was refused. 
On the 18th the battle began with renewed fury. 
But now the Swedes and North army came up from 
Halle, and another Russian force, and a large Aus-' 
trian division. The French army, by its losses, had· 
been greatly thinned, and the allies were at the 
same. bme reinforced. 

Napoleon now resolved on retreat, and concen
trated his army on the South. The allies then ex
tended their right wing to the Parthe, shutting off 
the road to Dresden, where they w_ere opposed by the 
Saxons. The main column of the allies advanced 
from Wachau to Probstheide, driving the Fr~ch 
b.efore them. And now the Saxons went over, 
then the Wurtemberg cavalry, to the side of the 
allies. The gap was' at once filled, and a tremen· 
dous struggle took place at SchOnew~ld ; but the 
French held their own. The circle was fast dosing 
jn on Leipzig. Only one road was left open, that to 
Weissenfels. Night settled down again on the 
bloody field, and Napoleon spent it in the town. 
into which he withdrew all but the outposts of h!s 
army, and prepared to break away hom-:: for France 
on the morrow. · 

The 19th dawned, and with the gathering light 
the allies advanced. The cannon-balls fell in show· 
ers in the streets. Napoleon, finding all was lost, 
quitted the town as the allies entered it on the 
other side. Indeed, it is doubtful whether he wo•uld 
~ave escaped put for the b~avuy of his generals, 
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Macdonald and Prince Poniatowski, who covered his 
retreat. When he had crossed he ordered the bridge 
by which he had passed to be Llown up. This was 
done whilst his flying army was croo;sing, leaving 
25,000 of his men behind. Prince Poniatowski 
plunged on horseback lnt() the Elster, in order to 
swim across, but sank in the deep mud. The King 
of Saxony, who, to the last, had remained true to 
Napoleon, was taken prisoner. 

The retreat o£ the great conqueror to the Rhine 
was a flight. In the "Battle of the Nations" the 
French lost 78,000 men in killed, wounded,.and 
captives, 300 cannon, and 1000 standards. The 
loss on the side of the allies was, however, very 
hecwy. 

Thus ended this glorious victory. All Germany 
was filled with rejoicing. The yoke of foreign 
bondage was broken. '(henceforth Germany was 
free from th<i. French. 



LXII. 

NAPOLEOX CHECKED. 

(1814) 

THE allied princes met at Frankfort to take coun· 
sel ;.bout a general peace. They agreed to offer 
Napoleon that the Rhine, the Alps, the Pyrenees, 
and the sea should form the frontiers of France. 
But in his still unbroken pride he refused this ,.tier, 
and the war flared up ag~in. On New Year's night 
of 1814 Blucher w'ent "forwards" over the Rhine at 
Mannheim and Coblenz with his army. The main 
army of the allies had crossed a few days earlier at 
Basle, as well as a Prussian army tnder Bulow 
from Holland. The Rhein-bund dissolved; Hol
land, Switzerland, Italy (ell away fro~ Napoleon. 
Bavaria had already made terms. Jerome, whom his 
brother had made King of Westphalia, packed up 
his valise and ran away. ] oseph, who had been 
made King of Spain, also fled, and the English, 
under Wellington, threatened Napoleon from the 
Pyrenees. 

Blucher won several battles, and again peace was 
offered to Napoleon, but in vain. He would not give 
way. Fortune again seemed to favour him i 1vith 
his usual celerity he flew from one advancing body 
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to another, and beat them separately. However, 
the host formed against him closed in, and after.a 
short resistance ·entered Paris. :rhe deposition of 
the emperor was decreed, and the brother of Lou~s 
XVI. was proclaimed king. All the eff~rt& made 
by Napoleon t~ save for himself; or his family, 
some o[ their former honours were· in vain ; . his 
marshals fell away from him. He was forced to 
sign his renunciation of the crown,.but he was al
lowed to retain the title of Emperor and hold the 
little isle of Elba as a sovereign principality. For 
th1. immeasurable injuries a~d losses. which Ger
many had suffered from him, with rare generosity 
no compensation was exacted. This was the FIRST 
PEACEOFPARIS(1814), A congress was sumrqpned 
to assemble at Vienna to regulate the relationship 
of the States of Germany. · ' 

From Paris the sovereigns of Prussia and Russia 
and the victorious generals proceeded to London, 
where they, more especially Blucber,•were received 
with every demonstration of respect and delight. 

In the a~tumn of 1814 the European princes 
and their principal ministers and generals assem
bled in Vienna as had been agreed ; but soon the 
mutual. jealousies began to work among them. 
Talleyrand was there. This. utterly unscrupulous 
man had served under ~very government; under the 
Republic, under Napoleon,'and was now under the 
restored Bourbons. He was there to offer his per. 
fidious advice to the victo;s, and to sow the seed of 
discord among them. Soon disputes broke .out, 
and the news reached Napoleon in his banishment. 

' 



376 J..A/'OLEON clll.CKEb. 

Suddenly, on the 1st of March, ISIS, he set foot on 
the coast of France. The whole nation received 
him with acclamations of delight. All the troops 
sen~ against him went over to his side. On the 2oth 
of March he entered Paris. Louis XVIII., deserted 
by his army, fled to the Netherlands. Napoleon's 
brother-in-law, Murat, at the same time revolted ~t 
Naples, and advanced into Upper Italy against the 
Austrians; but all the rest of Napoleon's ancient 
allies, persuaded that he must fall, drew closer to
gether in league against him. The allied sovereigns, 
still assembled at Vienna, let drop their miser'l.l>le 
disputes to combine for his overthrow. All his 
cunning attempts to bribe them were rejected with 
scorn. Napoleon was proclaimed an outlaw, and 
they bound themselves to bring a force more than 
a million strong into the field against him. The 
French were still faithful to Napoleon. He col
lected an atl'l\Y of ~ so,CXlO men and marched on 
Belgium, where an English force, under the Duke of 
Wellington, and a Prussian, under Blilcher, were 
about to cross the frontier~ . 

At Ligny he fought and defeated Blucher on 
June 16th with great slaughter. On the same day 
the left wing of the French under Marshal Ney 
attacked the English at Quatre Bras, and suffered a 
severe defeat. After this, the Prussians retreated 
to Havre; pursued by 35,000 French, and \Vel. 
lington, falling back on the position he had chosen · 
near Waterloo, awaited the approach of Napoleon. 

At!' Brussels, in a picture gallery, by a painter 
called Wiertz:, is a painting representing \Vaterloo 
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allegorically. 1\ great black lion is tearing to pie~es 
an eagle •. The eagle represents the French military 
power. and the bl:,.ck lion symh_olises the power of 
the Netherlands. As ii!. matter of fact. all the part 
taken by the Belgian sol~iers in this memorable 
battle was to run away at the first discharge of fire .. 
a;ms, and the English opened ranks to allow the 
frightened little men'to escape through their lines. 
In this stupendous conflict of' the 18th of June, 
the flower of the French soldiery perished in their 
desperate efforts against .the obdurate valour cff the 
BJ\tish. The battle raged froin noon till eight 
o'clock. Blucher and his Prussians made great 
efforts to reach the scene of action ; but. marching 
over ground rendered almost impassable hf the 
heavy rains that had fallen, their main body did 
not arrive till the yictory was already won. They 

. undertook the pursuit, and so completed the 
achievement which 'the British had begun, The 

• • French army was converted anto a helpless mob 
of fugitives. incapable of rallying again. Napa. 
leon returned to Paris to abdicate a second time. 
Then, failing i{l an attempt to escape to Amer. 
ica, he surrendered himself to Captain Maitland, of 
fi: M. S. Bellerophon. · • ' · · , 

With the concurrence of all the powers, he was 
conveyed, under the custody !>l the English, to\ the 
island of S. Helena; where he died on the 5th of 
May, 1821, Meanwhile Murat, Napoleon's brother. 
in-law, defeated by the Aulltrians at Tolentino, was 
taken and shot, as he was trying to incite the 
Italian rabble to jnsurrection. ' 
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· After the battle o£ Waterloo the allies a second. 
time entered Paris. Louis XVIII. )'eturned, and 
the SE<.."'ND PEACE OF PARIS (1815) was concluded. 
This time the allie$ did not treat France with as 
much consideration as before. A large part of the 
left bank of the Rhine was restored to Germany, 
and France had to pay an indemnification of seven 
hunqred million francs. 

In the new partition of Europe, arranged at the 
, congress of Vienna, Austria received Lombardy 
and Venice, Dalmatia also, and Tyrol were restored 
to her. Thus, after three-and-twenty years of war, • the monarchy apparently gained a considerable 
accession of strength, ho~.ving obtained, in lieu of its 
remo~e and unprofitable possessions in the Nether. 
lands, territories which joined in Italy. The an. 
cient German empire was replaced by a German 
confederation or thirty-nine states, and a perma. 
nent diet, or parliament, made up of their repre
sentatives, wal established at Frankfort. Saxony, 
Wurtemberg and Bavaria, which had been ele
vated into kingdoms by Napoleon, were allowed 
to rematn kingdoms; but of all the brothers and' 
field-marshals whom Napoleon h1d exalted into 
kings and 'princes, not one remained in possession 
o£ the dignity he had conferred. One only o£ his 
marshals, Bernadotte, King of Sweden, whom he 
had not crowned, and whom he paaticularly hated, 
retained his position. 



LXlll. 

GERMANY STRUGGLES FOR FREEDOM. 

AFTER the (all of Napoleon, the relation between 
the princes and their people went through a great 
ch:vtge, a change they th~mselves were not ready 
to acknowledge. The French Revolution had 
greatly influenced men's minds throughout Europe, 
and men desired more freedom, and emanciJ*ltion 
from the irksome restraints of media:valism. 

Now, in Germany, in former times, the people 
had to a very considerable extent· governed them
selves. Every little state had its houses of parlia. 
ment, composed of the nobles-that is, the landed 

.&entry, the clergy and representatives of the peo. 
pie. But after the Reformation the great wars, 
especially the terrible Thirty Years' War, had r.uined 
the small nobles, and parliamentary institutions that 
existed in the Middle Ages had fallen into disuse. 
Thenceforth the princes ruled absolutely j they levied 
what taxes they chose, and made war on whom they 
chose, and imposed what religion and what laws they 
chose, without consulting the people, who had 
but one duty-to obey and pay. But the freedom 
which France had fought to establish, the de&lara. 
ation of the rights of men, had set Germans think·' 
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ing, and they felt that they bad these rights, and that 
they ought to be consulted in matters affecting their 
welfare. However, the kings, and emperors, and 
princes, when they recast the map of Europe, bad no 

. idea of conceding liberty more than they were 
obliged. They wanted to restore things as they 
were before the great European war broke out. • • 

The emperors, Alexander of Russia, Francis of 
Austria, and King Frederick William III. of Prussia,, 
concluded between them "the Holy Alliance,'' and 
promised to stand by each other, and to advance 
religion, peace and righteousness il\ their la11ds, 
and to rule their people as fathers. Unfortunately,. 
they took a wrong idea of fatherly rule. They 
tho~ht it meant despotic rule, and accordingly, 
instead ·of advancing prosperity and giving more 
freed?m to their people, they treated them like 
childreo, devoid of intelligence, or as expecting of 

. them the docility or school-girls. . 
William, D~ke of Hesse-Cassel; said," I have slept 

seven years, now we will forget the bad dream;• 
and~e tried to put everything exactly on its old 
footing. In the congiess of Vienna, all the princes 
had promised to give constitutions to their princi
palities, that is-self.govemment by means of 
houses of parliament. But none of them, when 
settled on their thrones.. thought of giving 
what had been promised. This led to much un .. · 
easiness. The people were dissatisfied and clam. 
oured for· what had been promised. The stu. 
dent& in the universities especially took up the cry 
for liberty and a constitution. and formed them. 
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selves into 11 Brotherhoodo;," clubs for the spread oi 
liberal ideas. The young men dressed in short black 
jackets, wore top boots, long hair,' exposed their 
throats with falling collars, wore daggers in their 
breast pockets, and drank barrels of beer in honour 
of liberty. They assumed a tricolour ribband, red, 
bfack, and yellow, as their badge. In October, 1817, 
they held a great meeting on the Wartburg in 
commemoration of Luther, and to express their 
.ietestation of the formalism and restraint exercised 
by the government. They lit a huge bonfire, and 
burned in it several 11 pigtails," stiff-neck stocks, and • other symbols of the 18th century. This was all 
very absurd, and the government ought not to have 
noticed it, but when, shortly after, Kotzebu;, the 
dramatic author, who had turned some of the German 
peculiarities into ridicule, was assassinated, they took 
a serious view of the affair, and proceeded to put the 
universities under police supervision, and to break up 

• the clubs, and make many arrests. 
Not only did the people want parliaments, but 

also open courts o£ trial, with juries. Trials were 
conducted in secret, an4 carelessly, and much par. 
t1ality was shown. Strict justice was not always 
dealt. For instance, in 1820, a painter and a car
penter were.murdered in Dresden, and the police ar. 
rested an innocent man, and racked and tortured 
him, to force a confession. To escape tht rack he 
did at last confess guilt, and only just as he 
was about to be executed did his innocence tranc;~ 
pire. In 1830 a carpenter at Rostock was ae&used 
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by his apprentice of having murdered his v. if e. 
He v.·as 'kept imprisoned for nine years, and only 
then did it come out that the apprentice was the 
murderer. In the same year the Danish amba,s.. 
sador in Oldenburg was assassinated, and his two 
servants, who were perfectly innocent, were kept Jn 
prison for six years, and so badly treated as to be 
broken in health and spirit by their confinement. 
The people were very dissatisfied •. and very justly 
.dissatisfied, with the way· in which criminal trials 
were carried 9ut.. Another cause of complaint 
was the censure on the press. No books mi"ht 

.be published and sold, no newspapers issued, which 
had not passed under the eye of officers appointed 
td re~ and approve them. I remember about this 
time, when' I was in Germany, that my father 
wanted to buy the memoirs of Baron Trenck, who 
had been imprisoned for many years by the King of 
Prussia. The bookseller replied that ne was not 
allowed to sell.it, but he wink~d to my father, and 
when· no one else was in the shop led him into a 
back room, and produced the book from a secret 
cupboard. So it was, books that were forbidden 
were sold, but 'purchasers were put to great incon.. 

· venienc:e to get them, and i£ the bookseller were 
found out, he was thrown into prison .. 

Spirits were so agitated, that some of the small 
princes gave way, and granted constit~tions to their 
subjects. In July, 1830, revolution broke out again 
Jn France, and Charles X., who bad succeeded Louis 
XVJU~ was driven from his throne, to which sue· 
ceeded Louis Philippe, his kinsman. . This change 
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was not without effect in Germany, and led to con. 
siderable disturbance. The people cried out for 
more freedom, for sounder institutions, a healthier 
form of government; they refused to be any longer 
treated as child'ren; but !hey did not rise in a 
b(\dy, and it ended in only the grant of a few more 
institutions. Austria and Prussia would not yield. 

William IV., of 'England, died in 1837 without 
male issue. Since George I., the kings of England 
had been electors of Hanover, but now the union 
ceased, and Ernest Augustus, brother of Wdliam 
IV,. suoceeded to the kingdom o£ Hanover. A 
t.onstitution had been granted to Hanover in 1833• 
and this he proceeded to abolish. This created 
general opposition in his land, and an a}lpeal 
against him was made to the Diet of the" Bund at 
Frankfort. The confederation, however, declared it 
had no .authority to interfere, and this completely 
struck down all confidence in the Fra11kfort Diet. 

One good institution, and only one, dates from 
this period, and that was the Zoll-verein, or ·Ger. 
man Customs- Union. Hitherto, things made or 
grown in one little principality were subject to duty 
if they passed into anoth~r. The 'result was that 
smuggling went on very generally, and that every 
little state was put to great cost to keep its fron
tiers guarded. Moreover, trade was terribly crippled 
by the arbitrary duties imposed on things exported 
and imported. Consequently, several of the German 
states agreed with Prus!:tia to unite in one customs
union i but Austria, and some of the nortJJ.ern 
states did not join it. 



LXIV. 

ANOTHER REVOLUTION. 

(18.&.) 

LOUIS PHIUPPE, who, by the July Revolution, 
had come to the throne of France, forgot his p,om
ises to rule his people through a constitution. 
The welfare of his own family lay nearer his heart 
tha11r1that of his subjects. Very likely he thought 
that, as a piece of rare luck had brought him to the 

, throne, luck might desert him, and throw him 
down again ; and, as he thought this was not very 

, improbable, s~ he resolved to feather his own nest 
whilst he had the chance. But this the · French 
people did not acqu_iesce in, so they rose in revolt 
against him, as they had against Charles X., in the 

. month of February, 1848. Louis Philippe at once 
fted to England, and France received a ~epublican 
constitutio'n, and Louis Napoleon Bonaparte, a 
nephew of the late Emperor Napoleon, was elected, 
in December of \he same year, first president o( 

the Republic. . 
On December 2, 1851, he forcibly dissolved the 

National Assembly, and assumed absolute power. 
On Mle zd of December, 1852, he had himself pro. 
claimed Emperor, under the title of N~poleon IIL 
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You may perhaps wonder who Napoleon II. 
was. Napoleon I., at the height of his power, de
siring to obscure as much as possible his humble ori
gin, and the ignobility of his family, divorced his 
wife. Josephine, and obliged the Emperor of Austria 
to ~ive him his daughter, Maria Louisa. By her he 
had one son, born in I8JI. When Napoleon had to 
abdicate after the battle of Waterloo, he tried hard 
to get his little son proclaimed as. Napoleon II., 
but, of course, in vain. The son died of decline 
when he was twenty-one years old. · When Napoleon 
proc;Jaimed himself as the third of that name, he in 
fact claimed that the poor boy had really been 
Emperor, and ignored the kings who had actually 
governed France, and the decision of Europe.' • 

Louis Napoleon, the new Emperor, was the third 
son of Louis, the brother of the Great Napoleon, 
who had been created by the conqueror King of 
Holland. . . 

The Revolution in France, in 1848, was of the 
greatest importance for all Europe, especially for 
Germany. In a few days every German state was in 
commotion, and the people loudly and threateningly 
demanded four things: t, Freedom to express 
their opinions by word or writing, on what was go
ing on in the government of their country (free. 
dom of speech, and freedom of the press). 2. Uni
versal military service, the right of every man to 
bear arms, and at the same time the right of all to 
assemble when and where they liked, for political 
or other purposes. 3· Trial by jury, and open cottrts. 
4· The abolition of the Bund-Dit:t, and the con!!titu. 

JS 



tional re-organization of every stafe. Most of the 
pri~ces gave way in terror, fearing expulsion like 
that of Louis Philippe ; the King of Prussia and the 
Emperor of Austria only refused to yield. Then 
the people flew to arms, and in Vienna and Berlm 
bloody fights with the military ensued, which ended 
in the success of the latter. However, the Emp:ror 
Ferdinand had to fly his capital, and take refuge in 
Innsbruck, and them to abdicate in favour of his 
nephew, Francis J oscph, who promised r~fonns. 
Also in Berlin, after much fighting, a constitution 
was granted. • 

In the mean time the people desired that a 
natiopal German parliament should be summoned, 
whwh should recast the institutions of the "hole 
Fatherland. For thi!t end 6oo representatives of 
the people assembled at Frankfort to arrange 
preliminaries, and to call together a constitutional 
Diet, or Natlonal Assembly, ea~h member of which 
was to represent so,ooo , inhabitants. On the 
18th of May, 1848, this National Assembly was 
opened at Frankfort, when it sat in the Protestant 
church of St. Paul. It at once proceeded to appoint 
a provisional government, and elected the Archduke 
John of Austria to be president·and protector; the 
Diet handed over to him its powers and then dis. 
solved itself. The decision arrived at was that a 
new law code was to be drawn up applicable to the 
whole of Germany; the German· Empire was to 
consist of one Federal body, with only one House 
o£ Representatives. Frederick William IV .• King of 
Prussia, was elected emperor, but he. refused to 
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acCept the title thus offered him, and w~en'he heard, 
the decisions of the ~ssembly, he .said.~' T~ey tor·· 
get that ~b'ere are prin~cs still i~ Germany, and that 
I am one ofthem ... 

Upon this,· great 'co;rtmotio'ns 'broke' out. again,, 
es~cially in th~ So~th. The peasants r9se a~d took 
arms; some wanted one thing, some another, The 
students· claimed llbe~ty 'of the press,~ the peasatlts 
the burning of the' mortgages. held by the Jew~ on 
their .property: ,AU these insurre.ctions were. put 
,down by the military, . 1\.11 attempts to give Ger·· 
man1 a 'satisfactory general constitution broke 
down,·and in May, J8S 1, the old Bund-Diet or FecJ... 
eral Assembly was 're-appointed. J'he governments. 
had ~rot the upper harid, _but much more libfrty, 
was granted, so t.hat the people ~ad _gained a great 
deal by this . r.evol.utior\. That which they· really 
aimed at was unity, and the time Cot that. was not 
yet come. 



LXV. 

A QUARRF._L AROUT TWO JWCJIJES. 

THE two duchies of Schleswig-Holstein were sub
ject to the King of Denmark; but a portion of the 
inhabitants were. Germans, and the German inhabit
ants and the Danes were contintjally quarre,Iing, 
and the Germans appealed against their neighbors 
to &.he sovereigns of Germany. In 1848 the German 
residents in the duch!es tried to expel the Danes, 
and to get themselves free from the crown of Den
mark, but in vain. There were troubles again in the 
duchies in t8SI. When, in 1863, King Frederick 
VII., of D~nmark, died without issue, the crown 
passed · to Christian X., but the Prussian. king 
would not consent to this arrangement, as far as 
the duchies were concerned, and insisted that they 
should go to Prince Frederick of Augustenburg, who 
was descended from a younger son of the same 
Alexander, Duke of Sonderburg, ancestor also of 
Christian IX., the new King of Denmark. Of 
course this was a mere· excuse. The real ob-

. ject of Prussia \\'as to get the two ducliies 
joined on to Germany. However, the Danes had 
ne» intention to have a large portion of the kingdom 
torn from them, and so war broke out. Austria 
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joined· with }'russia, because the incorporation of 
the. duchies with Germany w~s popular, and Au~. 

, !~ia did not wish Prussia to do a popular thing un. 
atded. Accordingly, these two giants attacked the 
poor little dwarf kingdom in 1864; but the Danes 
fought like heroes, and the war conti~ued in J.i6s. · 
Only then, crushed by the enorptous preponderance 
in wealth and numbers o( their mighty foes, did the 
Danes yield. , . 

·But, 110 sooner was the war over,· than Prussia 
showed that it was her. intention to a~nex the 
newly acquired duchies to.herself., 'This A-.stria 
could not endure: and accordingly, in 1866, wat 
broke out between Austria and Prussia. Prussia 
sou~ht alliance \\ith Italy, which she stirred up to 
attack Austria in her Italian possessions. The Aus. 

-trian army defeated the Italian at Eusta.zia: but 
the fortunes of war were against them in Gennany. 

Allied witll the Austrians were the Saxons, the 
Bavarians, the \Vurtembergers, Baden, ·and Hesse, 
and Hanover. The Prussian! advanced with their 
chief army into Bohemia with the utmost rapidity,. 
dreading lest the Southern aUies should mar~ north 
to Hanover, and cut the kingdom in half, and push 

' on to Berlin. The Prussians bad three annies, which 
were to enter Boh~mia and effect a junction. c The 
Elbc anny ~nder the King, the first anny un~cr 
Prince Frederick Charles, and the second army under 

.the Crown Prince. The Elbe anny advanced across 
Saxony by Dresden. The lirst armyc. was in Lusatia, 
at keichenberg, and the second. army in Silesia at 
Heisse. They were all to meet at Gitschin. e 
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The Austrian army under General Benedek was 
at Koni;;gratz, in Eastern Bohemia. Now, if you 
will look at your map, you will see that all the 
north of Bohemia is walled in by mountains, with 
only thret tolerable passes through them. What 
t~e Austrians should have done was to have flung 
themselves at one army as it entered the mountains, 
beaten it, or at all events crippled it, then swung 
about on a pivot anci gone like a hammer at' the 
second army, hurt that, and then battered down the 
the third army. But, as in the wars with Napoleon, 
so .was it now j the Austrian· generals were half 
asleep, and never did the right thing at the right 
moment Benedek did indeed march against ' the 
first army, but tC'O late, and when h.e found Jt was 
already through the mountain door, he retreated, and 
... o t:"ave time for the three armies to concentrate' upon 
htm. 

The Elbe army and the first met at Miinchengratz, 
and defeated an Austrian army the~e, pushed on, 
and drove them back out of Gitschm on Koniggratz, 
where Benedek was rubbing his eyes, and thinking 
it time to begin. 

The Prussians pushed on, and now the Elbe army 
went to Smidar, and the first army to Horzitz, 
wh1lst the second army, under the Crown Prince, was 
pu'lhing on, and had got to Gradlitz. 

The little river Bistritz is crossed by the high road 
to Komggratz. It runs through swampy ground, 
and forms httlc marshy pools or lakes. To the 
North of Koniggratz a little stream of mucli the 
same character dribbles through bogs into the Elbe. 
But a~out Chlum, Nedelist and Lippa is terrac:ed 
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'high ground, and. there Benedek planted his cannon. 
The Prussians advanced from Smidar against the 
left wing of the Austrians, from Horzitz against the 
centre, and the Crown Prince was to attack the 
, right wing. The battle began on the 34 or July, at 
7 o'cloc~ in the morning, by the simultal!eo~s 
advance of the Elb.e and the first army upon the Bis
tritz. At Sadowa is a wood, and there the battle 
raged most fiercely.· The Austrian . cannons 
pounded the Prussians as they advanced, but they 
would not go back, but held on, and there the Aus .. 
trians met them, and so exhausted were they. at 
noon that they drew off. As yet the Crown Prince 
had not arrived; he was floundering through the 
bogs,.unable to make much way.· Now was Bene. 
dek's second chance. He ought to have gathered up 
his men, and' driven them like a wedge into the 
panting, pausing Prussians. · But he waited, and 
drew a long ~reath, and rubb~d his hands, ~nd 
thought things were not looking very bad. To 
keep him amused, the Prussians thundered with 
their guns at his positions till they ·were re~ted. 
Thus passed two hours; All at once, boom 1 boom ! 
then' a roar. of artillery brought down by the wind 
from the North. It was the signal that the' Crown 
Prince with the first army had arrived on the scene, 
was crossing the brook and 'assailing the right. wing 
and flank or .Denedek. Immediately the refreshed 
Prussians oC the other two armies charged. The 
King called up the ~eserves to help. At the same 
time .Oc Crown Prince took Chlum, the key or the 
Austrian position; and the batt!e was won. · 



THE BATTLE OF SADOWA.. 393 

The battle was fought with the utmost bravery, ' 
but two things were against the Austrians t first, the 
incompetence o£ their general, and, secondly, the 
inferiority of their guns. The Prussians had what 

· are called needle-guns, breech-loaders, which are 
fi~ed ,by the prick of a needle, and for rapidity with 

' . 

Tli& DAttL~ OF K0N1GGB:\TZ. 

which they can be tired far surpassed the -old-fash
ioned muzzle-loaders used by the Austrians. 

After this great battle, which is called by the 
French and English the battle o£ Sadowa (Sadowa, 
not Sadowa, flS it is erroneously prot;tounced), but . 
which the Germans call the battle o£ Koniggratz, 
the Prussians marched on Vienna, and reached the 
Marchfeld before. the Emperor :Francis Jt~seph 
would tome to terms. · · 
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,·At !ast, on th~ 23d of August, a peace which gave 
a crushing preponderance in Germany to Prussia, 
was con.duded at Prague. · · : · 

In the. mean time, however, a battle had been 
fought at.Langensatza· against the llanoverians, in 
which • they were defeated, and J,y rapid marcbes 
the Prussians had entered Hesse..Cassel and seized 
the person of the Duke. By the PEACE OF PRAGUE 
a ~omplete change. was effected in Germany. The 
Gennanjc Federation or Bund, was dissolved. Prus. 
sia annexed Hanover, Hesse.Cassel, and Nassau, as 
~ell as the two duchies of Schleswig-Holstein. ..\us.. 

• tria. Wartemberg and Baden were required to pay 
a war indemnity, and in addition to this Bavaria and 
Hesse-Darmstadt were forced t~ surrender some of 
their territories to Frus5ia. The staies north of the 
River Main were formed into a Northern Federa
tion (Nord-Bund) at the head of which stood Prus
sia, those sou~ ~ere to form South Germany, and 
Austria was excluded from having anything to do 

, with either. She had also to surrender Venice to' 
Italy •. Thus the war of. 1866 led to a division of 

·Germany into three parts ; but Prussia had obtained 
such power1hat South Germany could not resist 
her will ; and everything was ready for the union. 
of the North and South. which wu spon to take 

'effect. · "' · 



LXVI. 

TERRIBLE !)TRUGt..U: WITH FRANCE. 

THE throne of Spain was vacant, and Prince ' 
J..eopold of Hohenzollern was a candidate for it. 
This created a profound excitement in France. 
You will remember how Francis I. fought against 
Charles V. because he was at once Kil!,g of Q;rmany 
and King of Spain. Now F ranee was alarmed at the 
prospect of a German king ruling Spain, fearing a 
combination against her to cru~h her, as Prussia 
had combined with Italy again'5t Austria. The agi-

l • 

tation )Vas so great that the Emperor Napoleon III. 
was forced to proclaim war. The candidature of 
the Hohenzollern Prince had been withdrawn when 
it was &een how offensive it was to France, but that 
did not conteilt the French, and Napoleon was 
obliged to humour the popular pa.,sion and go to war. 

At the time King William of Prussia was at Ems 
{or a holiday, and all his principal ministers were 
in the country enjoying their leisure. The French 
envoy, Benedetti, visited the king at Ems, and the 
king, seeing that war was inevitable, hastily re. 
turned to Berlin, and called his ministers ab,.ut him .• 
On the 16th July the North German Federal c~uncil 
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met, and decid~d to prepare for ~ar. On the 19th 
an Imperial diet was called, attended by represcnta. 
tives of all the North and South German· states, 
and atr decided on making common cause with the · 
King of Prussia.. This was· a great surprise to Na
poleon, who thought that South Germany would 

i remain' neutral. By the union of North and South• 
he had to contend against a va'>t pO\rer, and his 
.own force was not even equal to. that of the 
Northern Federation alone. • 

War was declared, and the fear was lest the French 
· should cross the fr~mtier before the German, army 

was "mobilized,'' that is, got together and Jitted Cot 
war.' , 

..AccofiPing to all the traditions of the 'French 
army, it ought to assume the offensive. lt bad 
beet\ so with the c~paigns of Louis XIV. artd of 
Napoleon L, but it was not so on this occasion, 

' because the Fre.(lch were not ready. Here was a 
first blunder-they declared war before they were 
prepared to begin it. The French army ·had 
indeed marched to the frontier, but it was without 
supplies-the requi~ite munitions of war. The plan 
adopted was this : 150,000 men were to be placed 
at Metz, 100,000 at Strasburg, and so,ooo were to 
act as the reserve at Chalons. Then, the 1\letl and 
Strasburg armies were to cross the Rhine after 
passing through the Bavarian palatinate, and to 

· a~vance on Frankfort, by Rastadt, where a great 
battle was to be fought against the Northern army, 

410n th~ cefeat o£ whicl\ it was expected that South 
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Germany, Denmark and Austria would. take up artns 
and become the allies of France. 

However, nothing· was ready. The soldiers' re .. 
mained inactive, waiting for the military trains a 
whole (ortnight. In the mean time, all the railways 
of Germany were conveying soldiers to the front ;'but 
•no troops were sent forward tiil they were thor. 
oughly equipped and ready to take the field. After 
the second week, the German army lined the fron• 
tier, prepared at all points for the French. 

There were, iri fact, three armies: The first, urlder 
(jeneral St~inme~z, formed the right wing, and was 
stationed on the Moselle at Treves, The second, 
under Prince Frederick Charles, was in the Rhenish 
palatinate. The third, under' the Cro~n Jlince of 
Prussia was planted on the right bank o£ the Rhine, 
from Mannheim to Rastadt. Th~se armies were com. 
posed of 447,000 men •. Behind, in Germ~_ny, re. 
mained ready under arms a reserve o( 188,000 men 
to be sent forward later. Behina them, again, a 
second reserve of 16o,ooo men, also 226,000 men tci 
be kept to fill up the gaps made by war. On July 
28th the French Emperor, along with his son, the 
Prince Imperial, a boy of fourteen, we'nt to Metz to 
assume the command. On August 2d he attacked 
Saarbrilcken, which contained only 1300 men, and 
drove them out, after a fight of three houu, but 
they retired in good order, and were not pursued, 
neither was Saarbriicken occupied by the French. 

Now the Germans advanced. The leading idea 
In the mind of Moltke, who directed operati~ns, was,. 
"Lei th~ armies march separately, and toncentrate 
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to fight.'' That •·iJ.s, a~ you •m~y remember,· the 

. way in whic~ the battle of Leipzig was won~ It 
·was the· way, later, in which the battle of Sadowa 

f t. ~ . 
was won. . 

A little below Rastadt the Lauter ruds into the 
Rhine froni the west. The third armr. began it\ 
forward march on August 4th and crossed the 

. Lauter, which was then the frontier. It came upon 
: the French at 'Veissenberg~ and aftet a battle that 

lasted five hours, drove them back. These French 
were .not the main 'army,. but a divisi~n thro11·n out 
in front, and MacMahon, the Freoch general, wit.b 
the army ~ebind ought to ha\·e known that the 
Germans who attacked and took Weissenberg were 
not a 4ivision, but an entire army: He did not. 
He had no idea how and \\here the German armies 
were disposed. · . · "' 

· The army of the Crow'n Prince pushed on, and 
. presently discovved the French. in force a~ ~V~rth, 
. and routed them oR" August 6th, with the loss on the 

German· side' of 10,64.2 men. That on the French 
side is not accurately known, but cannot have been · 

'less. The t-•rencb, fought "'ith splendid !mivery,· 
but IWere outnumbered. This victory opened to 
the Germ~ns . the passes-of the Vosges1 and the 
road to Nancy. ·• ~ , - ' 

1 The very, same day a victory was gained at Spith. · 
eren, about three miles from Saarbriicken, by the first 

· and second armies, which had united. General Fros. 
sard commanded the French, and he bad entrenched 

'•himsetf<>n a height with steep coppice wooded sides. 
The st?rming of the he~ghts of Spicheren. was one 



WH.IT '.tHE C,H • .IL.RY /JJD: 399 

of the most difficult' and bloody fights in the whole 
course of the war. Bad generalship was the cause of 
the defeat of the French-throughout the battle sev~ 
eral divisions of this army were left in in~ction. The 
heights were taken as darkness fell, and Frossard 
fell back under the protection or the fire of his ar~ 
tillery, towards Oettingen. All three divisions of 
the Gerrnan army were· now on French soil, and 
set forward under directions from headquarters, 
v. hich was in ·the rear. The third army now 
crossed the Vosg~s. On the Ioth a telegram from 
headquarters at Saarbriicken announced, "The . . ' 
French army is retreating on the Moselle at all 
points, pursued by our cavalry." From this time, 
tlie use ~nd importance of the cavalry as a mq;;t in. 
valuable branch of the seryice was recognized. It 
was sent before the main body of the army, gather
ing information as to the moverl',lents of the enemy, 
and ma!,king those of the Germans. It swept over 
large districts, attacked and cut off lrains of tran~ · 
port and convoys of provisions, collecte'd food and 
exacted contributions. When a battle was to be 
fough~ it was called in and was 1eady to take' part i'n 
it with effect. 

On the 14t,h of August the v. hole of the first army 
under Steinmetz was east of Metz, and the natives 
informed the general that the French troops, en
camped on the right bank of the Moselle, were leav. 
ing their quarters. Mar!.hal Bazaine now com. 
manded in place of the Emperor, who was back in 
Paris, where great agitation broke out at the i!ews 
o£ the successes of the Germans, and their forward 
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march. Napoleon sent orders to Bazaine to retire 
on ChAlons, where was the reserve, and whitht:l' the 
remains of MacMahon's army bad retreated. The 
marshal accordingly, on the 13th, had thrown bridges 
over the Moselle, sent some of his trains to Gravelotte 
the same day, and intended to Iollow oo the morrow 
with all his anny, leaving only sufficient men'1n 
Metz to hold the fortress. When, however, the 
Gennans saw that the French were in retreat they 
attacked them, at the village of Colombey, on the 
14th of August. 

I must try to give you some idea of the position . . . 
of Metz that you may understand the events that 
followed, 1\letz was the capital of old Lotharingia, 
or I.orraine, and is situated on the river Moselle 
which here flows through a broad valley from three 
to four miles wide. The hills are close to the river 
on the east side, but stand back from it with ab
rupt fronts on the west.· Just by 1\letz, however. 
they draw together. Metz stands on rising ground 
on the east side of the river, that is, its right 
bank, but the ground rises behind it, though not to a 
great altitude. On the west side the hills are higher, 
and one opposite Metz, crowned by a fort, stands up 
immediately above the river. The range of' hills 
that runs north and south of the valley of the Mo. 
selle is broken through at several places by strea,ms. 
Nine or ten miles south o£ Metz the Gorze stream 
flows in from the north-west. Three miles nearer, 
another stream, the Mance, enters the Moselle, at 
'Ars-Jur-Moselle. 

Now the road from Metz to Verdun and Chalons 
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Is ·an old Roman road. h turns under the hill with. 
Fort S. Quentin, opposi~e 1\fetz, and then crosses 
the highland and the t\\·o streams one after the 
other. There is also a third stream, also running 
from the north-west, \\ hlch enters the 1\loselle just 

'under the bill and fort pr, S, Quentin. Now 1\larM 
shal Bazaine had, as yo~ have heard, re,ceived orders, 
to retire from ~etz by :Verdun to Cha.tons, and he 
was beginning to do so fn the 13th when the cav
alry, who flew about sp~in'g all the pr~eedings of 
the French, discovered·'fhat he was about. So on · 
the 14th the Germans attacked )tis rear guard with 
their first· army. The ~~ttle lasted seven h;urs. 
The French occupied the ground from Grizy to 
Saviifty, with their centre at Colombey.. They 
were driven back on Metz, and in the evening the 
Germans occupied aU their line. The great import .. 
ance o( this battle was that it delayed Bazaine's' re
treat nearly two days, and gave the second German 

• . I ' 

army time to come up and cross the Moselle some 
,milesabove 1\letz.' ' 

· And now you m~st try to understand the very 
masterly, plan and movements that followed, the 
latter of which have scarce been surpassed in any 
war. Dir~ctly ·the ldng heard of the victorY or 
Colombey, he ordered the .second army c to cross 
the Moselle where the Goue brook enters it, ad. 
vance up the Gon:e valley and occupy the old 
Roman road to Verdun, $0 as to cut off Dazaine's 
retreat. The Moselle was' crossed at j o'cl~ck in the 
eventag of the 1 sth, that is, the day after the battle 
of Colomb.ey, and the army advanced on Vion. 
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ville: ThiF~ench were discovered to be' in Coree all 
along the hi.gh table-land or terrace from Mars-la.
Tour to Rezonville, and to hold the valley of the 
Gorze and the hill between it and the'Mance. On· 
the morning of the 16th the battle began with the 
advance of the 3d, corps between Vionville and . . 
Flavigny. For five hours this gallant corps held its 
own against overwhelming odds till it was relieved 
by the coming up of the 1oth corps and Prince 
Frederick Charles, ". tlu: Red Prince,• as he was 
<;alled. The 'princ_ipal fight was on the left wing, 
whici was mo~tly ct>mposed of cavalry, who tried 
to turn the flank of the French at Mars-Ia~Tour. 
About _sooo horsemen on either side were engaged 
in the fight, which finally ended in the success oi the 
German!1 The right wing was also successful. ' It 
drove the French from their positions and gained the 
top of the hill between the two streams. By this 
victory the road was taken and the ;:treat or the 
French by it was cut oft 

I 

Next day the French retited to the line of hilll 
on the Metz side of the Mance. The position' was 
very strong by nature, and they fortified it by dig! 
ging trenches, and throwing up embankments. The. 
left wing of the French rested on the Moselle at 
Va~x, and the dght was at ,S; Marie-aux-Ch~nes on 
the main road from Metz to Longuyon and Sedan. 

The Germans at once advance.£\ and occupied 
Gray~lotte. The first armY, was engaged here on the 
18th. The Saxons and the guards were sent north 
to turn the flank of the French· at S. Marie. ./tlso 
the left wing was attacked at Vaux. The centre 
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was at G;avelotte, but opposite this die position 
of the French was too strong for much to be ef .. 
fected. ·The hardest fighting and the most life lost 
was about S. Marie and S. Privat,, where the wing of 
the French was successfully turned and they were 
d~iven back in confusion, and fled to l\letz in lfild 
rout. The left wing, however, held its 01rn all night, 
but retired on Met.z on the morning following. 
That same rooming the Gennan cavaliy cut the 
railway north to Tbionville, fO that now the French 
anny '!as enclosed in Metz. . 
.A new- arrangement of the. anny was at «>nee 

made. Hitherto there had been three forces, now 
four were made, the fourth ~ing called the. army 
of tlte :Meuse, and was made up of some of the corps 
belonging to the others and of the reserves ·which 
began to tnive. The firs_t an~ second armies were 
left under the Red Prince to bold Bazaine in the 
trap into' 'wJVch he had been driven, and the third 
jlnd fourth were sent 'on to meet MacMahon, who 
was supposed to be with his broken army and the 
reserve at Ch.Uons. No time was· lost. On the 
19th, the day after the battle of Gravelotte, it began 
its advance. .. • -.. : ; 
·, Presently the cavalry discovered that Cbalons 
had been deserted. MacMahon had gone north. 
What was his object? Was. he going to.retreat to 
Paris, or was h~ aiming at a flank movement 
against' the advancing Germans? Forth went the 

. cavalry.like a cloud of mosquitoes in all directions, 
.andt presently they found out where he was. He 
had not gone to Paris; he had retired on Rheims. 

. ' 
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The Gennans pushed after him. Next they· ascer .. 
tained that he had gone away with his army to Re
thel, north-east. Now· his object was clear. ~e 
was going to the Moselle, to relieve Bazaine in Metz. 
If he had been quick in his movement9 , he might 
hale done it, but he wasted ten precious qays in 
crawling from Rheims to Beaumont on 'the Meuse, 
which gave the Germans time to catch up with him, 
and spoil his plan. , 

Directly the Germans saw w~at he was after, with· 
out losing a moment the)• marched north, and sent. 
out_det~chments JrQm the armies enclosing Metz to 
stop him i£ he came o~er from· the Meuse to ·the 
,Moselle valley. ! · . 

On the 28th of August MacMahon was be~een 
Vonziers and Stenay ot the Meuse. The Germans 
came up from. the s uth, to the dismay of the 1 

French, and began to dv~nce on them, and drive 
them back. On th~ 30th, Beau~onf and the 
heights behind it were stormed, and MacMahon 
was obliged to retire beyond the river to Carignan, 
artd next day to fall back on Sedan, although by 
this time he saw that neither in generalship nor in the 
quality of hit soldiers, was he a match Cor the Gel" 
mans, yet he would not yield without a blow. As 
you see, il you look on the map, he had allowed 
himself to be driven into a corner, and now, as in the 
battle of Leipzig with .the first Napoleon, so was i't 
with Napoleon III. at Sedan,'_. The Germans con .. 
centrated on him from all siq~s except that which 
was to';ards. t.he Belgian fro9\ier. Gradually•_they 
closed m, drlVlng t~e fren]h be£ore· 'them.·, Mac. 
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. M~on was wounded at the beginning o( the battle, 
and the command was taken by Wimpffen.· But it 
mattered not· who commanded; no general was 
equal to saving this army driven into a trap, as Ba. 
taine's army had also been driven. ·The Frenc~ 
were crowded about Sedan, unable to make eff$Cl· 
ive;resistance, with sao cannon playing on them. 

·Then the Emperor Napoleon, who was in the town, 
seeing that everything was lost, hoisted the 'l\·hite 
flag. One of his adjutants brought King \Villiam · 
a letter; in which the Emperor said, "As I have 
not died at the head of my troops, I hand ova my 

· sword to your Majesty." , 
• The king replied that he \\•ould accept his sword, 
and-.vould send an officer with full pow!!rs to treat 

-about a capitulation. Next morning (2d Sept.) 
early, Napoleon Jelt Sedan to meet the German 
chancellor. . D1~marck met him in the house of a 
poor weaver fl Donchtry, but no decision was come 
to,·as.the Emperorwould',not'treat of.the conclu~ 
sion of peace. Then 'King 'Villiam met his prisoner 
in the little chAteau of Bellevue, near Freno is. The 
Arrangement lor the capitulation was concluded 
between the war minister;Von Moltke, and General 
Wimpffcn, The army was to surrender itself ai 
prisoners of war. Every officer who would pass his 
word not to take. up arms again dur!ng the war 
against Germany was t.o be set free. All the weapons, 
standards and war material in Sedan were to be de-

. livered·. ov~r. Thus fifty generals,· sooo officers, 
83,000 men, 558 canno~ and 6ooo horses fell into 
the hands of th~ G~rmans. About 28,000 prisoners 
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ltad already been taken; 14,000 wounded lay in Se
dan, 3000 men had escaped over the Belgian frontier, 
where they were disarmed •. Thus, an army of IJS4 
000 men was annihilated. The Emperor was sent to 
the castle of Wilhelmshohc, near Cassel, the summer 
resort of the Dukes of Hesse-CasseL • 
· 'And now, consider the rapidity with.which these 
splendid results had b'een attained. On the 4th of 
August the German army had made its first onward 
movement to the Lauter, and on September 1st ' 
the· battle of Sedan was fough!. On August ~d, 
Napoleon ha,d directed the .first"'perations against 

: Saarbrllcken,-th: first guns had been fired and 
the swords 'drawn. On the 2d of September he 
handt4tf over ltis sword and his army, and became a 
prisoner of the Germans. The news of the defeat 
and surrender of Napoleon caused a revolution to 
break out in Paris: and a republic was proclaimed 
on the 4th, with a •• Government of National De. 
fence" to conduct the war, composed for 'the most 
part or lawyers who knew nothing about war. 
Hopes of peace, founded on the surrender of the 
Emperor, fell. The war must be prosecuted to the 
end. The .Germans did not let the grass grow 
under their feet. Next day they entered Rheims. 

·and on the 15th were before Par'is,.surrounding it 
. like a half·moon. Paris is defended by a number 
· of forts which crown the hills around it, allowing a 
good open space betwet:n them and the city walls. 
This allowed the French to form and fling themselves 
betwlen the , forts, In sorties, upon the Germans, 

· unperceived. None or these. sorties, however • . . 
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were succeS!>ful. Fresh Ge;man troops came up 
and completely encircled the city, so that no pro
visions could get into it. On October 5th the King 
of Prussia made the Palace of Versailles his head
quarters. 

.MAP OF TilE FRANCQ.GEB.MAN WAll, 

The siege of Paris coulJ not be prosecuted with 
energy, because the Germans had not, at first, a 
siege train, that i'i, heavy cannon and other articles 
necessary for a bombardment i conc;equent~ the 
German army at first assumed a purely defensive 
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attitude, driving b'ack the various sorties attempted 
by the French. · · 

Now a number o£ fortified towns in Elsass sur· 
rendered :Strasburg had made a gallant dd~nce, and 
after a terrible bombardment yieldtd on September 
2ith. MarsaJ, Vitry, Tout, Soissons, Schlettsta.dt, 
all capitulated. On October 27th 1\larshal Bazaine 
surrendered Metz. His army, consisting of three 
marshals, 6ooo generals .and office~, 173,000 men, 
'and 1340 cannon, fell into the hands of the \:ictori.. 
ous Germans. Thus the second French army was 
annihilated ; and the army under Prince Frederick 
Charles _was set free for further operation. 

Just before Paris was surrendered so~e of the 
mem~ers of the new Republican government had 
fled to Tours. Gambetta, a French-Italian lawyer, 
with some cleverness, and an overweening opinion 
of his own abiliti~s, escaped from Paris in a balloon, 
and joined tlte members of the government at 
Tours, where he took on himself the direction or 
the war, and acted as a dictator to France. He 
called out all able-bodied men in the cou.ntry to arms, 
ordered war material from abroad, and the newly
formed troops to be· drilled into order. We can see 
how absurd it was to suppose that such raw recruits 
could effect anything against armies .o£ such. tried 
and splendid quality as the Germans. but we· must 
acknowledge the heroism of these inen who would. 
not yield when two oC their armies had been de
stroyed. ·The result was, however, infinitely disas. 
troulto France. It increased the misery fiftyfold, 
'IJld led to useless loss o( life. 
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A large army was form·ed on the Loire under 
General Aurelle de Paladines, which might have 
effected something if Gambetta had not meddled 
and tried to override the authority of the general 
10 command. , The Germans went at once against 
it, as it was menacing their army about Paris, and 
beat it at Orleans and Beaune. General Aurelles 
had been forced by the dictator Gambetta to fight 
agamst his judgment. After his defeat he resigned, 
and the army of the Loire was divided into two. 
One, under Bourbaki, was concentrated at Bourges. 
TQ,e other, under. Chanzy, was. further down the 
Loire at Beauzency, between Orleans and Blois. 
The Germans soon found that the latter had the 
largest army, and the Red Prince went at him and 
defeated him, and drove him back on Vendome. 
The government findmg Tours no longer safe, ran 
away to Bordeaux. Chanzy then retreated to 
Le Mans. On the last day of that .,disastrous year 
Chanzy made an attempt to stnke a deadly blow 
at the army of the Red Pnnce which pursued him, 
but this also failed. 

In the mean time an army had been formed in 
the north of France, under General Faidherbe i 
and agamst this the first German army, under Gen. 1 

eral Manteuffd, was sent, attacked this army at 
Amiens on November 27th, and beat it, drivmg it 
away in confusion to Arras and Lille. 

Another division of the north army was at 
Rouen, and now Mantcuffel turned against that 
and .di'>pcrsed it, and occupied Rauen. Then he 
went back against Faidherbe to finbh him off. He 
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defeated .him at Hallue a~d Bapaume. Another 
battle at S. Quentin completed the ruin of Faid
herbe'sarmy., This last battle was on January 18th: 
The same day General Trochu ~ bo cpmmande4 
in Paris, made an attempt to burst out, but was 
beaten back with great loss. · : · 

. Thus every attempt made to relieve Paris ~y 
' falling on the rear of the besiegers had failed.. . 

· Gambetta now formed a new plan of operation. 
He determined to carry the war into the enemy's 
country, and so force 'them to send back their 
troops to the protection of Gerll\,1ny, and so rel~e 
the pressure on Paris; 'netween Vesoul and ~le 
is a very· strong fortified place, Belfort, which bad 
not q yet surrendered, thou~h it was closely be
sieged. Gambetta resolved that Bourpaki should 
march to the ·relief of BelCort, and thence cross 
the Rhine: and fall upon Baden and Wurtemberg. . 

The Germa11s speedily discovered what was in· 
fended, and formed a new army, called the south 
army, to follow Bourbaki under Manteuffel, who 
was recalled from the north when he had crippled 
Faidherbe. ' · The Red Prin~e was, in. the mean 
while, driving Chanzy back; al)d on] anuary 1 zth he 
defeated him at Le Mans, taking prisoners 20,~ 
men; and . completely breaking hls power. The 
French army of the west fled _in confusion ~o Laval 
and Mayenne, pursued by the Germans: Chanzy 
was l}ever again able to collect an effective force; 
so now his ·army was di~solved; as well as· the army 
or Faidherbe. , :. . 

In the cast was General Werder at the head of 
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a German army engaged in the sieges of Belfort 
and Langres. D1rectly he heard of the march of 
Bourbaki, he threw himself in his way at Heri
court. He had only 35,000 men at his command, 
"hereas the French army numbered nearly Ioo,ooo. 
Moreover, in the rear of the Germans was Bel
fo\t, and they were in danger of an attack thence. 
However, for three whole days, the 15th, 16th 
and 17th of January, they held Bourbaki at bay. 
The weather was bitterly cold, snow was on the 
ground. On the 18th the French retreated. The 
little band of Germans had defeated an army three 
ti~es its size. A; King William truly ~aid of this 
battle, " It is one of the most remarkable feats of 
arms of all times." 

Now Manteuffel was ha<;tening up, and • Gam. 
betta again meddled, throwing Bourbaki out of his 
arrangement~. Ashamed of his ill success, mad. 
dened by Gambetta, he shot himself, but though 
severe, the wound did not prove m'brtal. General 
Chnchant was appointed in his place, but it was 
merely the substitution of General Naught for Gen. 
eral Nothing. All he could do was to retreat on 
Bczan~on, and from Bezan~on on the Swiss frontier, 
which the defeated army crossed, gave up their 
arms, and disappeared. Thus another army was 
annihilated, and France was left Without one to 
dcfc.nd it, except only that enclosed in Paris. 
Resistance was 1mpossible. On the 24th Februury 
the preliminaries of peace were prepared, and on 
the 1 Sth March peace was concluded. Franc~ was 
to surrender all Elsass and part of Lorraine (Loth-
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ringen) with Metz, and to pay a heavy war indcm. 
nity, and till this indemnity was paid the German 
army was to hold in occupation certain porhofls of 
the French territory. Some of the forts about 
Paris were to be held by the Germans till the 
money had been paid. A congress was to meet at 
Brussels to settle particulars. • 

Thereupon, the greater part of the victorious 
army returned to Germany, and the Peace congress 
met at Brussels on March 28th: Proceedings were, 
however, delayed by the breaking out of a new rev
olution in Paris. The Commune. took possessiofL of 
the capital and several of the forts vacated by.the 
Germans, and established a government of their 
own. And now the Republican government had 
to lay •siege to Paris, and bombard it, \\ hilst the 
(:iermans looked quietly on from the forts they still 
held, watching the Parisians •• stew in their own fat,• 
as Bismark said. The Republican government called 
the remains of ft:s armies together, and so Paris had 
to undergo a second siege, which left it in t more 
disastrous condition than the first W~en the Com
munists saw that the place was taken, they tried to 
set fire to all the public buildings and churches, so as 
to bury themselves under its ruins. 

Only on the 10th of May was peace definitely 
concluded at Frankfort, which was substantially the 
same as the preliminary agreement arrived at on 
.March rst. ' 



LXVII. 

TilE NEW. EMPIRE: 

· THE· war had drawn all the states ~f Germany 
together, had broken down the dislike of the South 
lor the North, and had united all German hearts: 

1he time was c~me, Providell(e seemed to have 
declared it; when at last the lesson of the past, 
"hich had been written and rewritten in blood, but 
which had been unheeded, should be laid td' heart 
~nd acted upon. That lesson was-Unity •. All 
the miseries of Germany had been due to petty 
rivalries and jealousies. ~ow God had given Ger. 
many victory over the power that- had been her 
deadliest enemy-the busy hand that had sowed 
strife in her 'fields, and that victory had been given 
only because she had acted unitedly. 

The several states took counsel together, and 
agreed to offer the imperial crown to the King of 
Prussia. The proclamation declaring the founda. 
tion of the restored empire was made. on January 
.1st, 1871, and on the 18th William, King' of Prussia, 
was salut6d as Emperor of Germany, in the Palace 
o( Versailles, by the representatives of the states 
or Germany. . . I 

The capitulation of Paris followed on Jan~ ,28th •. 
415 
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The preliminaries of peace '\\ere decided on, or. Feb. 
26th, and peace \\as concluded definitely on .May 
1oth, at Frankfort-on-:\fain. The re-union of Ebas, 
and German Lorraine with Germany' was a military 
necessity, because of their fortified capitals. Strasburg 
and Metz, and was in accord with the general wish 
of the German people. • 

The fir~t diet of the Empire assembied at Berlin 
on March 21, 1871. • · 

The present German empire comprises twenty-six 
states. or these twenty-two are monarchical, and 

·three (Hamburg, Bremen, anJ Lubeck) are rer.ub. 
lican. One, Elsass-Lothringc~, is. an imp;rial 
province, under the sovereignty of the German 
empire. The other stafcs are kingdoms, grand 
duchi~s and duchies. 

Imperial power is lodged in the hands of the Con
federated States, represented by the Bundesrath, of 
which there are fifty-eight members. Prussia is 
represented bf seventeen, Bavaria by· six, Saxony 
and Wurtembergeach by four, Baden and Hesse each 
by three, and Mecklenburg and Brunswick each by 
two. All other States combined send one member. 

The Bunde"lrath is summoned annually to meet, 
by the Emperor, and its function is to prepare the 
Jaws promised to the Reich::. tag for acceptance. It 
further has to see to the execution of the laws. 
It forms committees to deal with foreign affairs, 
the army and the fleet, taxes and dutief, trade, the 
ratlways, the post, etc. Pru.,-,ia muo;t be represented 
on earJl of the'ie committees, and posse~ses the right 
of veto. 
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. The Kaiser presides at the Bundesrath, he king 
. also King of Prussia. The Emperor represents the 

Empire in all .ex_ternal matters, be· receives and 
accredits amba.Ssadors, concludes tfeaties, and d;_ 
dares war when the Empire is supposed to be in , 
danger. But all customs and commercial arrange· 
ments with foreign powers bas' to be approved .by . 
the Bundesratb and the Reichstag. · The Imperial 
functionarfes are appointed in the name of the . 
Kaiser. He. is the head of the army· and of the 
navy, and·. opens and clo~s the .Bundesrath and 
the 'Reicbl,tag; All de~rees of the powers and Jaws 
of the Empire are promulgated• by him. · • ' 

Next to 'tlJe Bundesrath is' the Reichstag in 
importance as the. law-giving body in the' Emp \
With8ut its consent no Jaw can be promulgat~' · 

· As the Bo~desrath represents the German sta!t) \ 
in the Empire. the Reichstag is the representative-~ 

' of the German people The election of members is 
by ballpf:t and ~very man over the age of twenty-five 
and possesse'i citizen rights, and' is not receiving poor 
relief. has a ,\rote. Such as are, however, on active 
service, eitht:r in the army or navy, whibt under 
colours cannot exercise their right to vote. ) ' 

Such, roughly, is the. constitution of the Empire. 
Ba\·aria and \VUrtemberg retain certain ;esen-ed 
rights beyond the others. The cohstitution ·of one 
empire out of what.was a congeries of states, having 
different Jaws and different toinages, has pro\·ed of 
enormous v.alue to the country. . 

FcrmerJy; the traveller up the Rhine had to obtain 
Prussiao coins at Aachen. or Cologne, and change 
them into' 'South German coins at l\laim~. At 
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Cologne he had thalers, gros4en, and 'pfenni~e. 
Twelve pfennige made a silver groschen, and thirty 
silver groschen" made a thaler. · At Mainz the c~inag,e · 
was different. ·There one had kreutzers and gulden: 
Sixty kreutzers made a gulden. In Hamburg the· 
coinage again was different. There thirteen shillings 
made· a mark, 'and the value o( a shillin: was un~er 
an En"lish penny. Now throughout the German 
Empire there is but one currency. 

Ia different states there were different laws. In 
Bavaria no yaung people might marry till the mayor 
o( the parish had been satisfied that they had suffi· 
cient 111eans to maintain .a familJr. This had a lbost 
disastroUs effect on morals. , Now the same freedom 
to contract marriages prevails throughout Germany. 
Much• difficultY. existed in bringing criminals to 
justice, where; as in small state~ jt was· possible 
{o; the criminal to skip oyer the frontier from, say, 
Baden into Hesse. then into Wurtemberg, and so 
constantly en~mber the procedure oC justice in his 
p.lrsuit., ' · · 
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SINCE J8]I. 

THE first result of the foundation of the German 
Empire was the letting loose of all those economical 
and' commercial fo'\"ces which had been hampered 
hitherto. This, together with the pouring into the 
country of the French five milliards, gave an enor
mous impetus to industry and manufactures, re!ulting 
in over-production. In 1873 occurred bankruptcies 
all over the country, and business reeled and trade 
was crippled. The German manufactures also suf
fered from the influx of Englis1t ·and French 
products into the land, and in 1878 Bismarck 
abandoned the policy of free trade in favour of 
protection. 

Turkey, incapable alone among the European 
states of a'io;imilating modern culture and of govern
ing with justice, provoked disturbances in the 
Herzegovina, and in 1876 Montenegro threw its 
sword into the scale against the Sultan and the 
Crescent. So also did Servia, craving for inde
p~ndence, and finally Bulgaria rose. When the 
insurrection had been put down with massacre and • atrocttles of unspeakable horror, Russia stepped in, 
and her armies cros'>ed the Danube on June 27, 

421 
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' 1877· On the advance to the Shipka Pass the 
Russians met with unex'ptcted difficulty in Plevna, 
that stubbornly resisted, and would never have bee11 
taken by them but for. the assistance of Prince ' . . .Charles of Roumania. Plevna was at length taken, 
and the Russians crossed the Balkans to Adrianople 
and marched upon Constantinople. · • 

Also in Armenia tpe Russians had been successful, 
and had taken Kars. · Thessaly, Epirus, and Crete 
were in insur~ection. .N9w England, under the 
mischievous guidance of Lord Beaconsfield, and 
Austria-Hungary, under that of Count Andrassy, 
interfered to save Turkey.• the dawn or• an 
European war was averted by Bismarck in the 
Congress of Berlin, the 18th of June to the 13th 
of Ju11, 1878. It was therein agreed that Ro.umania 
and Servia should become independent states. The 
former conceded Bessarabia to Russia, and in return 
received the Oobrutscha. Servia was increased in 
territory t~ ·the16outh, and Montenegro in the south· 
west.. Russia obtained the port of Batoum on the. 
Black Sea. . The government of Bosnia was passed 
over to Austria. Greece rec'eived Thessaly and 
South-East Epirus. Bulgaria north of the Balkan 
was constituted an independent principality under 
the supreme sovereignty of Turkey. · 

Crete was promised reforms never executed. and 
this led to fresh risings. 

t ut with all this we have no further concern 
n in so fa~ as they affected the foreign policy t>f . 
many. · 

Sinte 1871, ,n the Jnterests of peace,.Bismarck 
had been disposed . to draw into close bonds of 
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alliance • with' Austria: and Russia, and this was 
efTected by' the meeti~gs. o( the sovereigns. But 
as Russia, which considered hersd(, with · some 
justice, to, have met wit~ 'too little regard by 
.Germany at the Berlin Conference, inclined to an 
alliance with France, this induced. the Emperor 
William ,.to conclude one with' Austria-Hungary .on 
the I sth or October, 1879. and into this alliance 
Italy entered i~ the beginning or 18SJ. fn March, 
1881, the: Tzar Alexander • JI. (ell a victim to a 

, l'jihilist plot, and his successor; Alexander Ill., was 
specially favourable, to the French mJpr«llttntlll, 

·and his son and successor. Nicolas II., en.~red 
into a double' alliance with France. The German 
Empire, however, never desisted from endeavouring 
'to kecip on good terms with' Russia, and the recent 
war in the Far East between that colossal Empire 
and pigmy Japan, .which has ended in successive 
and· crushing ,disasters t() Russia,"enabled Germany 
to show to he, neighbour tokens of goodwill, and 
ofTer her material advantages by assuring her 
against' encroachment on her western frontiert and 
so enabling her Jo move thence to the seat of war 
·large masses of troops formerly posted along that 
frontier: · ' · , · · 

_In the meantime the m~itary strength oC Ger!"any 
has been largely increased. . As France after ,its 
defeat set seriously to· work to reorganise. its 
armiei 'and . to increase them ; and_ as, further, 
Russia made military service universal and com
pulsory in 1874. and ·increased its standing army, 
Germ\ny ·also undertook changes in her military 
system, and raised .fts standing army to fivefold 

~ ' ' ' . ~ 
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what it was before. But this was effected by re
ducing the number of years of service to two. I'n 
r888 the Landwehr was strengthened, and the duty 

·to join the Landsturm extended to the age ol'lorty
fi\·e years; a final satisfaction to Kaiser Wilhelm, 
who died in that same year, on March gth. 
lle had seen the monarchy brought into great 
honour, and his strong personality and 1pright 
character had gained universal respect, and proved 
the earnestness of the, reconstituted Empire. His 
son, Frederick III., succeeded him, a man ,of 
broad and liberal principles, possibly too much so 
foft a newly constituk!d and imperfectly compacted 
empire, that needs .a strong head and domineering 
personality during the first years of its existence to 
weld the jarring elements into cohesion. •But he 
ruled for a few months only-from March· gth to 
June 1 5, 1888, and died of a trouble in his throat, to 
be succeeded by his eldest son, William I I. 

Of the masterfulness, ability, reo;tlfss ent;rgy of this 
sovereign every one is aware; of his earnest devo
tion to his country and his desire to ad\·ance its 
welfare none can doubt; but the time has not 
arrived when he can be judged impartially, nor can 
this be done till after his career is closed. 

The great Elector had taken much thought over 
the formation of a fleet ; but tne sea-power of 
Germany is due to Pruc;sia, and is quite recent, 
not earlier than the beginning of the last half· 
century. On the territory acquired from Olden
burg in 1853 ·a naval post was constructed and 
called Wilhelmshafen. The idea of a flJ'et had' 
been 'one, as Bismarck. said, 11 at which, as a fire, all 
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. efforts after unity must gather for warmth." But it 
was not till 1874 that. eight armour-clad men-of-war 
.were built, the three last at German dock5. By 188o 

1 Germany had risen to be the .thwd· sea-power in the • 
world. Prince Adalbert had been High Admiral. 
He died in 1873, and in 1877 Prince Henry 

, succeeded to his place. • 
In 188o the construction or huge men-of-war was 

intermitted, and attention and energies were directed 
to the building of torpedo boats. But the main 
di~ection or expansion to the navy is due to 
Kaiser Wilhelm II.. and fresh activity has been 
displayed in the dockyards ~in• the 'building •of 
cruisers and men-of-war ; nevertheless, in 1898 
Germany had fallen from being . the third to· the 
sixth sra-power1 a neglect not remedied by the 
construction of the Kaiser Wilhelm's Canal, 188]
J 895, to unite the North· Sea. and the Baltic. · 

The need for a ·naval force has grown immensely-. 
since Germany .has obtained colonies. The com· 
mencement of this new development began with a 
Bremen merchant, LUderitz, w~o laid hold of the· 

• bay of Angra-Pequei\a, on the south-west coast of 
Africa, in ,April, 1883. Bismarck,. wllo had DC\· 
colonial policy, extended his protection to Ltiderit& 
against the hostility or jealousy ~f the Cape Govern· 
ment. An · agr~ementJ with England secured to 

Gefmany in J88S bet colonial acquisition in South
West Africa. , But thij bas not prov~ ~o her an 
unmitigated gain. By incapacity to rule ihe napves 
with humanity and justice she bas provoked a rising 

• againc;t• German rule that has taxed the forces of 
the Empire to' subdue; and has cost vast sums 





SINCE 1871. 

and many lives. It broke out in 1893, and is not 
quelled in 190(). 

• But a more important acquisition to the Empire 
was that of Eastern Afrfca, which by the Zanzib~r 
agreement of t8<)o gave her access to the Zambese. 

· But here also the inability to rule a colony, the 
overbearing character o( the Prussian official, and 
greed at all cost to the native to exploit him, have 
roused revolt that is still active. Dr. Nachtigal pre-· 
ceded the English in laying hold of Togoland, on 

· She slave Coast of Guinea, 1884; so also with the 
Cameroons, 1884, on which the Hanseatic mer
chants had already establishal trading stations. 
The traveller Finsch hoisted the German flag in 
the same. year on the north-east coast of New 
Guinea, where already were some coaling stations. 

, This was bitterly resented by the Australians, but 
in vain ~ the Home Government was disinclined to 
interpose and provoke war on this ground. In 1885 
the Marshall 16Jand! were annexed. The claim of 
Germany on the Caroline Islands was contested by 
Spain; but submitted to arbitration by' the Pope, and 

, , in r8gg Germany bought them of Spain for the sum 
o( eighteen million .marks. The Samoa Islands, 
which had been under the general protection or 
England, the' Unite<l States, and Germany, and 
had suffered trom divided authorities, were made 
over to Germany in .1899- Dy agreement with 
England the protectorate of Zanzibar, to which 
Germany laid c:Jaims but had no rights, was 
abandoned, and England made over in exchange· 
the ~balk islet of Heligoland, rapidly dwindling 
under the beat of the sea. To the Germans, how· 
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ever. it is an important outpost at the mouths of the 
Elbe, Jade. and Weser. · 
.In 189S.Germany again advanced in her colonial, 

policy, and in 1897 obtained fJIOm China; a ninety .. 
nine years lease of Lia-chou. wLth a hinterland open· 
to· German commerce and intrigue. '. · 

.But it is still an 'open question: whether the 
colonial policy_ that lies so close to the heart of 
the present Kaiser Is, really beneficial to the 
Empire. Germany desires · to. find ia!ld for the 
overflow or her teeming population, but those wqo ' 
would emigrate have no relish for the colonies df' t\te 
Fasllerland, no desire to remain under ifs bureaucratic 
rule, and they go to North or South America,. to t~e 
States. or to Brazil, or else bettie in England ; and, 
her coTonial acquisitions serve Germany as pr•viding 
situations for her official¥ and graves for hei' soldiers, 
and little more.· , _ 

At home the. great difficulty. of the Imperi'al1 

Government is with the Social D~oc~acy, which 
is opposed to colonial expansion, and to, the·. 
increase of the army and the fleet, The i~tro· 
duction of machinery had mad¢ of the artisal} a 
mere tool. His •wage was inadequate,· and the . . . 
profits o£ the manufacturer· were enormous. His 
life was joyless, in some factories unwholesome, and 
there was little protection against aecident: .he was 
insecure as to his future, his busine.ss often inter· ' 
rupted by crises, and many thousands were suddenly 
deprived of their bread. This produced, ~aturally· 
and justly, great (iiscontent. In 1847 Carl Marx· 
issued, his "Communistic Manifesto," rous\n1f. the. ' 
arti'lar\ to a sense of his position, and promising 
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redress. T~ him followed' Ferdinand Lasa1le, In 
1863, and the Socialistic propaganda was· carried 
out through alf the manufacturing districts of 
Germany. 1 Trades unions were (armed, and th; 
Social Dc.mocrats .began to make themselves felt 

. as a po\\·er throughout.' the land in the large towns. 
The party was made ,up o( a.rtisans, factory hanQs, 
small officials, and scholars who theorised in their 
cabinets, or had missed their vocation and failed , 

. in their efforts to succeed. Having abandoned all 
belief i~ the Divine government of the world, im . .' 
p~essed only with their present needs, and ~xpecting ' 
through Social Democracy to attain. ~o.a golden age, 
absolutely chimerical, they abandoned patriotism. 

As the grievances suffered by the workmen were 
very real, a succ~ssion. of ordinance; bas· been 
passed to redress these, n<:rt. certainly be(ore they 
were needed. ·In 1878' an inspector!:.hip of factories 
was instituted. .. The Truck SfStem was made 
Ulegai in 1849• In -1881 the Kaiser announced 
his resolve to take the condition or' the artisan 'in 
hand, .and do his utmost to. have it. ameliorated. 
A law of insurance against sickness was· passed in 
' ' I 

1883, one for provision. in case of accident in 1884t 
. and insurance for old-age.'pcnsions in I8gt. · , 

' " Comrade N Calwer. himself a Social Democrat, 
fs a political et!onomist whose voice is listened to 

. with . tespectful attention throughout the £mpire, 
and his Year 'Book on "Trade and Commerce,. is 

. admittedly the best and most auth9ritativ~ work of 
its kind publish~d in this country. In the volume 

• for J~S Dr. Calwer deals at some length with the 
. condition of the German working classes. He states 



PROSPECTS. 431 

that the amount of employment in Germany in 1905 
was undoubtedly greater than in 1904, and shows 
that on that account alone more money must have 

·been earned by the working men. But quite apart 
from this circumstance, he observes, the rAte of 
wages in \'ery many industries has .advanced within 
tlte past twelve months. A large number of strikes. 
ended successfully, but it was not necessary in every 
case to resort to the extremity of a conflict in order 
to induce the empl~yer to asse!lt to the demand for 
a rise of pay. Many of the masters who w're 
desirous of exploiting the favourable conjuncture to 
the full avoided ct skuggle by granting the desired 
increase of wages .. In the building and mining 
~ndustries Dr. Cal we" notes a "dbtinct and powerful 
upward wage movement," and the same reMark he 
~ays applies to the earnings of unskilled workmen. 
He admits that the augmented prices for food 
affected no class of the community so keenly as the 
wage earners, but, on the other hand, he says it is 
impol>sible to deny that the year 1905 witnessed an 
increased purchasing capacity on the part of the 
labouring population. 

In 1889, on May 18th, Prince Bismarck made his 
last speech in the Reich~tag, and a year after 
retired from the service of the. State, and he died 
in r8g8. The good effects or tbe "arious laws 
promulgated for the benefit of the working man 
will ameliorate his condition mat,erially, and in 
time remove discontent from the intelligent and 
indu~triuus arth.an, and leave anarchical dreams to 
those who, through their own fault or ~hrougl: 
warped teaching or perver!>e natures~ have become 
the wreckage or society. 
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t'rance, culttvatton ln. JO:I agarn, 261 -. , 
t'rance detlarea war prematurely, French language, earli111t' spect 

J9(i · men of, 70 • 
France humbled by PruSI!ia, 4o6 F'ndohn at Sechingeo, 48 •' · 
France na.u.ed, )J . ' , Friedstadt burned, 251 

1
'• ' • 

France, re'folutiOillllt 38:a Fnstan cycle of romancea, 14.( • 
France, re'folution of t8,.S. J8S " Frit&, the palatine, rebels, t67t 
•·raMI, wretched state of •aff~ns Fust and Scboffer aid Gutenberg, 

• • .... ~·8 ~ ' • •79 • 
· Frana• II. announce. the diao- ' G · 
' Iutton « the empire; J4 S • • ' ' 
Francia Ja&eph of Austna prom- Gabor, Bethlen, revolts in Uun• 

isca reforms, 386 gary, 238. • • ' 
Francia of Waldeck, inclined to Gall, S., make• his home in 
• Lutheranism, :n 1 . SwiUerland, 46 • 
l''rankfort, parlwuent at, '186 . Cambetta escapes from Paris, 
Frankfort, COI!Ilctl at, after the 410 • 1 • 
• battle of utpztg, 373 Ca.ul, a apttal oF, 34 , • 
Frankfort, peace tettled at,(187J) Gebhard of &ptrtl humbles 

••• . . Henry IV., 'o~. 1 
Franks, territory of the, It) Gebhard of Waldburg, .archbisb-
Frederick 1. (Harbarosu), uo op of Cologne, 131 • 
Fredenck 1., ambttion of, 120 George of Pojebrad,ln Bohemia,. 
hederict 1., under the ban' of 167 • · 1 ' 

the empire, ua • Ceorge II. of England at )be 
t'rederick 11. born, us head of an arn\Yt wi111 a \'ictory 
Jo re.derick 11. escommunicated,r:u at Dettingen, 286 .. 
f'redertck II. (of Pruuia, tlie Georgenborn built, 301 

Great) de•crilltd, J8o, ~ JCX) German confederation, tln:, 378 
Frederick the Great, intngue1 of, Germa.u emptrt, the new (184_8), . 
• Jljfj • • J86 . . • 
t'rederlck the Grea,t, frightened Germall empire. compobition • of' 

tn battle, z8J • • the new\ 416 · . 
Frederkk the Great u a prince, German lndependence won by 

190 • IIermann, ao 
Frederick the Great aies, 300 German, mean in& of tho word, 9 
l''redertck IlL of Hap1>burg,Joog German relision in early tintefit 

rergn of, 164 n · • -
Fre4erlcK' of Austria, •on ''Of Germa111 think about their ri,hta, 

A~bert ~·• ISS , 380 , . 



INDEX. 

Germany agitate" ou acrount of Gregory IX. Mt& Fr•denck lt 
Henry tV., 96 start on a crusade, 132 

Germany aroused again1t Na~ Gri.to,llllo the. why named, 166 
leon. J(i2 ' • GrDM-Ileeren, battle at, J6S • · 

Germany diCIICJ'JDed, 7 1 • Guilds, beginnmgsw, •46 
Germany devastated by rml ut• Guudebald. kine of ~organdy, 

p!!I'OI'll,l29 ·, • J7 • • 
Germany, d1vi:;ion1 of, 19,5. 11}6, Gundebald overcome, 38 
Germany, fol'l%s 11f, in the franco- Gunther and KriemhiJa, •o 
.i f'ruuan 11'8t, 'YJ7 • liustaYlll Adolphus appealet « 
Germany free from Franc.-, jll by the ~otestantt. 1.47 
Germany freed from the Romans. Gu.itaYUt Adolph• beats Tilly, 

2J ' Z43 · • 
Germany, bet eaddest time. lj11 Gustavaa. deatl1 of, zss 

1.}8 ' , Gustavus described, 251 
~ermallf in commotioa (a8.t8), Gustans fllfced to-retreaf from 

JSs · • · • , • Nuremberg, 254 · 
Germany independent of France, Gustavus Adofphu joins the • 

71 , • irotutant League, 244 • 
Gernaany influenced by france, Gutenberg, Joha, prints. aSo 
• ~ J • Gyer .Fionan. 1f11 
Germany . loaes something by • · 

.suue•ive areaties, 163 • H 
GehnadY overrun by . Huns, 1:7, 

76 "· • • Hammerstein. caslJe of, 104 
Germany. aees that tho pope is Hanseatic League, the, 147 • 

ber eneilly, a Sa • • Hapsburg. the family of, •43 
Gessler in Uri, 151 Hapsburg, boose of. 164 
Girondists exet~Jled, 329 1 Hap~burgs, ambition oft be, 178 
Godfrer de Hooillota leads the Hatto, archbishop of MaiDJ, 79 

first Crusade, 11~ ~ Heidelberg, castle of, 30<1 
Goethe, John Wolfgan& von, 311 Ht~delberg, lht Cathobc League 
Goethe •PP.I'Ctiated in .England, at, :45 , 
• 315 ' . Helena, S.. Napoleoa ICllt to. 
GOetZ with the Iron Hand,~ 377 . 
Gospel Brotherhood, the, 206 •, • Helfe111tein, count of, 207,208 
Go&pel. the, preached in Ger .. Henry Jl., called lht Samt, 93 
' many, 46 _ • • 'ISe11ry IV. (Hohenstaufen). US ' 
Goths. poe1tiaa of tbe, 31 · · Hepry IV • childhood of, 1}6 , 
Government by the people prom- Henry IV. ucommuniated, 100 

ised. J8o • , flenry IV. goes to Rome, Joa 
Government, a t'atecbi&lll o~ 308 Henry I~ ,.·humllialioa of, at 'U~ 
Graubunden, confederacy of, 166 Cilia, Jo~• ·, · 
Grave lotte. battle of.~ Henry IV. mtr.Tied, ~ • 
Gravelotte occupied by the Ger- Henry V. maro1ea Matilda oL 

mans, 403 England, 1o6 •. 
Greek magnificence, 9:1 Henry the Fowler :tjlosea ling, 
Gregory VII. depotecl b1 Henry 8o '· . • 

lV •• JoJ . . • Henry the Lion fights buo IV •• 
'Gregory VlJ. IU11ll110h. the'em- U9 , i ,• •' 

peror to" Rome, 99 Henry the Lion furious. IU 
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Henry tl/ Luxen1berg ( Lutael-
berg) chosen emperor, 154 

IIermann., c:luef of the CJierusc~ 
• a captive in Rome, 1 5 · 
lltgb Germany and Low, 1g6, 197 
H1gh and Low Germany,7 
lhldebrand. (Gregory Vll, '. 

9!)-IOJ • 
llo£er, Andreas, tho Tyrolese 

'flero, 348 . .. . 
Hofer: betrayed and shot by Na· 

poleon. 357 , 
llobenhnden, battle of. JJS 
Hohenstaufen dynasty, the, HJ 
Hoheristaufen. the h11l &o-called, 

IIJ 
Hohenstaufens, the, 11.4 
llohenzollem descnbed, :65 · 
Hoi' Alliance, the, J8o • • 
Hom.ogeneJty of• mannel'l to ,be 

forced. y:>7 ' 
Houses finot built of stone, 193 
Houses of timber, 189 
Huntsman, the Wild, tz 
Hungarians defeated at Aug~-

• burg, 8S ' • 
Hunganans, plans for protection 

agamst, Mao 81 
llungary,formerly Dacia, 26 
Hungary, revolt in. :z;J&. ' 
Huna, the, appear 111 Germany, 

24, 26, ss 
Huns defeated, 2% ' · • • 
~'Huns' Gravea, the, In North 

Germanv,8 
Hunyadi. Joba, king of Hungary, 

166. 
HusbandJ carried by wives, 118 
HUllS, John, and h11 v1ew., t6o 
HuSil, martyrdom of, r6o 

I 

Imperial IQ(a, trouble from, 79• 
Jo6 • ' 

Indulgences offered (or sale, 183 
Inn·keepers among the nobihty, • 

140 . 
Innsbruck ill the hands of the 

Bavarians, 353 
lnnsbruck oc.;upied by Lefeb\'re, 
• 356 
lnnsbruck taken by 1tlaurice1 229 
Irene, empress, 64 
Jrmgard, the empreo, 67 
Insb miss1onanes, 48 · 
lru.h, the, first preach the Gospel • 

in Germany, 46 ' 
\sel, Mount, occupied by 'Uof~:r, 

Speclbacher and Haspinger, 
353. 3S4 ' • • 

bfamiSm, idea of, 64 • ' 
Italy, P_nn~e Eugene 1n, 27~ · 

1 
•acubins at Paria1 324 · 
lemmapes, .Austnans •defeated 

at, 324 
J ena, defeat of the Prussian• a~, 

34S · · ' 
Jeruealem entered by Frederick 

U., I;JJ , 
Jerusalem ~rmed Jnd taken by 

the Crusaders, no 
JesuitS obnOXIOUS tO Joseph ll.,· 

309 
Joanna, daughter of Ferdin.and 

and Isabella, 177 ' 
Joanna torn by the hounds of 

W enceslaa. 159 · 

l
iJaeph 11., a good prince, Jo6 
oaeph 11. dies, 311 
osepltine, divorce of,· 38 S 
ury-triall !Umarule?.t 381 
utta, the c:mpreu. ~ . ' 

K ' 
Jda leave• Weinsberg with her Key to the history of Pled\~val 

husband on her bac:k1 118 Germany, 66 • 
tmrlenal crown goe1 a begging, King, the, elected by the great 

•1.}6 • vauals. 78 f 
Imperial idea, the, IJI. (Sea em· Klopatock and Wieland, 311 

Jl!re.) Knrghthood, rrse of, r 1! • 
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Knighthood, rules of., 8J · Louisa of Pruuia oppo~ Napo., 
Kmpperdolhng. the draper, 111, leon '• 34S • , , 

219 , . • • l.ouia lht &varian, 1 SS 
Kn}11hiuser • Mountaid, , legend Louia and Jo Rder1tk ralc &ogetht~~a 

about, 12.t . , • . 1$6 • 
Kbniggratz, aituati011 of. J91 LoU~& Philippe 8eea to l:ngbftd.. 
Kotubue a .. aaamatecl, ,38& • JS4 
Kyburg, count, puulea the llua- Lolua Philippe lorgeta good reso-

86 a.tiOMt ""· .canaas, . L . - tools. -.7J Ctwlemag1le. ~ 
l.ud tenllret1Zt 1J · Louia the Germaa, '/0 
ta.lle., 4JO · , LoW. XIV. builds VmaiUes, JOI 
Luma the dwvr,ua · .. Loma XIV. tne.a ao·bnbe l'rinoe 
laWJ, iqualiatwo of, 420 • Eugene, 2'JO • 
League, the llan~earic,. 147 LGuia XVI. anated, pa -, 
uanunr ecorntd bJ Fredericl Lowa XVI. ueadled, _126 • 
-wtltiam L. 289 • Lows XVUL .ftcce to the Nether· 

tech, Ttlly buteo ia a battle oa lands, .176 · ' 
the, ISO r • ' l.ouYOi .. l'n:uch millilter oL WV1 

, 'l.ehbne, general! 355 ~ , d r 
Lefebvre de{eatecs, 357 !.ow Ger111a11y lllfl High. ' 
Le¥Cods. lhe old ~rmara, 142 Lupfen, countess of, IMrr orders to 
l.e•pzig, battle of., Jfll, 37 a the P.!aADU. JC6 ' 
Leopol~OIIell empeto(. :tS9 ' Lunnille, pw:c of. 3J9 
Leopold ol Hohenwllem, 395 · LutbtT, Mutm, at &be dtd of 
Leo IlL aowna CbuktDaJne, 6o Worms, JO.) • 
. 79 . Luther, commemoration of,="' • 

LeO X. ucommt&Dicates Latbet, Luther eii:OIJUilumcated bl the 
201 < pope, ::101 

Leopold. of Tuacany, made king. LUther hoatile to Calvin. ua 
311 • ·· Luther, in8unc:e of, oil thl Ga· 

lii&mi opposes aentimcnlality, maa dialect, r98 ... 
;JlJ • · Luther wtitel to the arclabiibop 

Liberty, cries for;="' • of w.;DJ, 185 ' 
Libem, ldeu of. in France, 319 Luther, proRcton of, 204 
Ligny; battle at. 376 • Luther rabid agaiiL'll the pwuts, 
Literature in early timcs, 197 :aro ' 
Literature, ba the cightecuth c:en&o Ldtz:c11, battle at, :as. - · 

ury, JU .- ~ Lutzen, YlCtorJ of Napolcloa at. 
l..itcrature, theeuly, 194' • ' J64 · ' 
Little Abbot, a nttkname~ uf ' . · · · 
' J>nnoe Eu~ene, 2tJ) ' ' N , ' 

l.ombard citae. lake &he aide of • 
the Wells, 116 P.tadlahon cornered. -40.5 

LOmbard cltiea revolt, 13.1 Maddahoa takes We~~~Senberz 
Lombard cyde of roman~ 14:1 398 · 
J..cnnbude ChastiiiCd by Peptn, 44 Magdeburg, tcrrthle acenea at, a.tS 
Lombardi. euly home ~ the, 10, Ma,rrara innde Germany, 76 

31 ' , Mamr and Cologne, an:hbishopt 
LOmb~ ovenun Italy, 64 · of, 9$ · · 
Lombardy, Napoleon in, l.lll Malollquet. battle of., 17S 
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!\fan, nghts of, 37? 
Mannhe1m made the capital m· 

stead of He1delberg, JOJ 
~larcomanni, the, 10 
Margraves, (march~ounts) 58 
Mana Theresa, character of, 281 
Mana Theresa ftees to Hungary, 

283 
Mjlna TheP~~Hr-~Q.Yereign of A u.s

rna, 279 
Mane Antoinette· comes to the 

throne, 319 
Mane Antomette executed. 327 
Mar1us defeats the "J eutones, 4o 6 
!\larlborough and. Prmce E-ugene, 

271 
J\farunitz and .Siawata, ZJ4 
Marx, Carl, 429 
Mar'J of Burgundy, wtfe"of ltfax· 

Imthan, 168, 170 
!\fassacrea at Pans, 324 . 
Maunce declares for the Protest· 

ants, z~S 
Maunce of Saxony, refuses to 

JOin the ~malkald league, U7 
•Maunce turnll against the em· 

peror, 2%7 
Max1mthan of Bavaria attacks 

Prague, 238 
Maxtmthatl, the handsome, 168 
Mavors of the Palace, the, power 

of, 43 
Metssen, margrave of, 96 
Melancthon draws up the Aug• 

burg Confe&Aton, UJ 
Merovmgtans, the, are ;veak 

creatures, 43 
Merseburg, great battle at, 83 
Merseburg, 1mpenahsts cut to 

pteces at, 2 so 
Mfttemtch meets Napoleon, Jtl4 

• \l'etz, battle of, 4oo-404 
Meyerbeer'a opera of the Prophtt, 

Zll 
1\hchael, the angel of victory, SJ 
Mthtary strength of Gennany, 424 
Mmc10, defe.u of the Au&Ln.lns 

at the, 33~ • 
Multke, duectJ the Franco-l'rus

•tan war' 397 
Moltke,.general, after Sed.m, 4o6 

1\lolwitz, battle of, 282 
Monks butchered, 250 
1\lontaigne on Augshurg, 193 
Moors, Charlemagne goes against, 

s6 
Morat, battle of, 153 
1\forgarten, battle of, r SJ 
MoKow entered by Napoleon, 359 
Moustaches first worn, 277 
1\luhlberg, battle of, 2:!6 
1\Iuhldorf, battle of, 155 
Munster taken after a long siege, 

219 
Munster, in Westphalia, 2rt 
Murat at the battle of Leipztg, 368 
Murat gatns victory at Tolenti'lA 

377 
1\IU'IIC, brrth of, 278 
:t.l u~tc and education unde.f 

Charlemagne, ~9 
Musrc spnngs mto perfection, 

J17 
N • Napoleon I., appears 330 

Napoleon I. advan(;es to Italy, 
JJI 

Napoleon as a reorganu:er, 340 
Napoleon at hia htghest point, 358 
Napoleon crowned emperor liy 

the Pope,~41 
Napoleon defeated at Aspem, 347 
Napoleon deserts hta own army, 

J61 
Napoleon enters France againo376 
Napoleon enters Prussta, 364 , 
Napoleon enters Russra, 358 
Napoleon g!Vea governments to 

relatives, %44 
Napoleon in Lombardy, 338 
Napoleon, il}solence of, 346 
Napoleon lectures prmces, 3511 
Napoleon outgeneralled at Mollo 

cow, J6o 
Napoleon proclaimed an outlaw, 

376 . 
Napoh!on retreats from I..eipil{;, 

37' 
Napoleon threatened by Wellins· 

1 
ton 37.1 • 

Napoleon II., who was he? 385 ' 
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" ~ . .. . 
·:Napoleon Ill., ,Pmident t)( the 
~. French republic, ~84 • 
Napoleon Ill., 1 pnsoner, 4o6' 
Napoleon 111. proclaim• war w1th 

l'russ1a, ,31.?5 • 
National A111embly, the, in 

France, 3::11 ' 
Nations, battle o( the, 367 
Natione. migrations of, Z9 
Navy of Germany, 425, 426 · • 
Necklace, a dangerous, 79 
Netherlands. 1 revolt in the, 170 
New Guinea, colony in, 428 • 
Ney, Mmhaf, at Quatre Brat, ,,6 
N !fbelungen Lied. the, ~ J.fl, 

143 • 
Nimftg, Reissweg and Unrecbt, 

262 
Noblei, ln'llnufacture of, 278 
Nobles, power o( the, 129 , 
Noblee. the, elect the king, 78 . 
Nobility, the, dying out, 277 
Nolukty, ttae, in lo"rance refuee to 

bear burdens of taxation, 321 
Nothburga. the peasant pi, 12 
Nord·Bund. the, 3?4 • 
North ~rrnany flat, 197 · • 
Nortbmen, incursion• of, 75 
Nurcmburg, IJtuatJon of, 2521 • 

. 0 • 

Orcheetra, the, deftlo_ped, 317 
Ordel'l, religiou11, to be made to 

work, 309 ' 
Vtt:ttar of Hobemia defcatecl ncar 

Vienna, 14& 149 
Otto the Great, character of, 90 
Otto I., state of, 9J · 
Otto II., court of, 91 · 
Ouo IV. fights llenrv the Lion, 

1%1) • • • ~ 

Oudenarde, battle of, 27 S . 

r . 
Paris, Clovis diet at, 42 1 

• 

Paris, revolution In, ( 1870) 4o8 
Paris, aiege of. ( 1870) 409 1 

1Paria, Brf4Pnd peace of, _:.78 
Pans eurroupded by the Germana, 

4oS 

Par~ fir11t peace of, 37 5 • 
Pana, tecond 11t1ge of, 414 
Paris bombarded by lhe French, · 

414 • 
Paatlcationt 'of Nimwegeq, R)• 

'Wltk and Utrecht, 262 
Palermo deluged with blood. 
P~;lestme conquered by the Sel-

JUka, JOI} • 
Papal eovereignty, beginning «, 

44 \ 
Paper, elipt of, o .. t~ river Inn, 

3SO • 
Paper. watermark. of, 179 
Parliament, the, in France, 4J 
Parliaments demaoded, 381 
Passao, pacdicatwn of. 229, 2.4S 
Paul IV oppoae1 Charles V., 2YJ 
Peac, of il'ana (first), 37 S • 
Peace of Pari11 (aecond), j78 
Peace of V 1enna, 347 • 
Peuants, the German, 8 
Peasants. the, aroused, 205 
Peasants m arma ag11n ( r8,.8), 

J87 ' • ' 
Peasants in the Rboetll!' Alps • 

rtse, t66 
Peasants, plan of Joseph IL for, 

J08 ' • 
Peasanll nM throughout France, 

JU -
Peltlantl or the Tyrol, action of, 

349 ' ,- • 
People, relations to their pnn~ea 

after .Napoleon's fall, 379 
Pepin the bhort, u mayor of the 

palace, 43 
Pepin fi~hts hill foes,..w 
Pepin dace. 4 S • 
Peter the Hermit preachea the 

first Crusade,, 109 , · 
Philip II. becomea king o( Spa4n • 

and the Netherlands, 230 
Philip u. peraecutes Protestants, 

IJJ . . 
Pius It on the German dties, 

l9J .. 
Piua Vl. alarmed by the meas-

ures of Joseph 11., 309 ~ 
Piua VII. crowns Napoleon, 341 ~, 
Plague, the. u' 
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Foen11, .the old German, 6G Protestants erect new churches, 
Poetry cultivah!d, 141 .234 • " ' 
Pomeranta occupted by the Protestants, bow named, 222 

• Sclns, 3:1. Protestants in .Munster split, 213 
Poniatowski at the' battle' of l'russta chasnsed, 34S • 

Leipr;ig, Jf19 Prussia forced to war wit\ France,' 
Pope, the, against Germany, 176, 395 · · ' r, ' 

177 · Prussia, forces of, 397 t • 

Pope, the, does Pepin a good Prussia a great arsenal; 3154 ' • 
' turn. 44 • Pruss1a meets reverses, 346 
Pope, the, an enemy to Germany, Prussia wins the duchtes, 39-J 

"" to I • 

181 • R 
Pope, the, in' yant of money, • · 

18a Rack, the, used iQ. modem times, • 
Popes against emperors, ro6 381 • • . · , . , 
Popes harmed by the imperial R.amilies, battle of, 275 

daims of the. German emper· Rastadt, convention at, 335 • 
ors, 133 · Rastadt, treaty of, 127 5 ' 

liopes uneasy, IJI • RatiSboo besteged, 255 · 
Population, .decrease ol, during Redress of grievances, 430 , 

the Thirty Veare' War, 239 Reformation in Switzerland, 221 ' 
Post office, the, organization Qf, Refonua hy J oaeph II., 307 ' 

176 ' Retchstag, an Imperial to sit at, 
Potato, enforctd cultivation of Ratlibon, 258; ll'fV• 418 • 
, the., 'ICJT , " Rei~n of Terror, end of, 3~ 
Pragmatu: Sanction, the, 279 Religion, mnovat1ona in, forbid· 
.Prague attacked by Maximilian Of -den, 223 • ' • , 

Bavana. a]S Remigiua, bishop of Rheim!l, 3~ 
Pr&~ue, battle of. 29S Remigtua teachea Clovis, 40 
P~ue blockaded, ~ Kevelations, the, of the Anabapo 
Prague, HU&stte trouble• in. a6r tista, 117 
Prague, imperial ustlo at. at- Revolttiln various quarters, JICl 

tacked, tJS . Rhe1ms, cathedral of, apoiled, 3; 
Prague. peace u!, l94 Rh.e1ms entered bf tho Germans, 
Pre11e, censure of tne., JS:.& 408 · · • • '' 
Preuburg, pell.c:e of. J# Rhem-bund, the, 344 . 
Prince and people, ·relation• Qf, Rhein·bund, the,.cowed by ~apo-

~79 · , leon 36a •, . 
Prmcet almost iudepeadent. :asS Rhein·hund disaolved, 373 
Princes and cities tn constant Khetnsberg, castle of, lifo o£ 

feud,. 1 :f8 • · Frederick II. In, 291 
Printmg,tnvention of, !79 Rival k~gll, 135 · · 1 

Protestant League takes the place Robber·kmghts, the, 136 · : 
of the Uruon, 244 , Robber-knight:li1 depredatiollll of, 

J'rotestant pnncea weakened by 164 , , 
diaael\iiona, us Robespietrl elected to the Na-

Protelltant lJnion broken up, :11391 tiona! Assembly, 324 . 
244 • Robespierre gu11lotmed, JjO 

Protestant Union and the Catha.. Rococo, definition ofl J76 •. 
he League, ZJ4 , Rohiobacker, Jackleln1 ao7 , • 

Proteatantt&tn, ortgin pf, 182, 186 Romance&, theiJurcundlallt 142 
• aS · • • '. 
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Rumana defeated by the Teutones, Seidlitz. great c:har~e of, 29J 
1 · · • • Sed¥1, Napoleon Ill. at, 40.S. 408 

Relit Garden, the, I .(.I 1 • Serfs, the,"' <>Idea bmes, 8 
Rossbach, battle of, 294 Sennooa dJstnbutcd by CbarJe. • 
Rottmann preach" again•l C• magne, 59 . 
• tbolldsm, 211 . • , Sevm Veara• War, terrible auf-
Rudolph ol Hapsburg, 14S fctmgt ln. :tf)6 
Rudolph of Swab1a elected em- Sicambr~ the tribe of Oo-tis. 41 

peror io tbuteacl of llciUJ IV., Si!$bert. ltmc of the Ripunall 
• 100 ' hanks, 42 

Rudolph ol. Swabia defeated by ~ie~ned lulled, 144 
Henry IV .. IOJ • ~ig~mund IJCJa W mc:ealaa, 1 f) 

Ruin.o repaired bJ •otd Fritz.,• bign• of inn-~ 140 
291 ~lltNaa War, the Thard, ::193 

au.iao·Turlr.iloh war, .pa S1a, how aloMd for, t8J 

. • . ' s . . ~::!g~::..;r; :!es. 195 
blavca am.l freemen., 1 J 

Saarbnackert, battle o!, Yf1, 4o8. Slawata andldart1mt1, 234 . 
~adowa, battle of, 392. 39~ • Social Drmocnq, 429-JO 
~ahc Franks. the. J.t Spa. llftl ~. borne v( l'tpia 
Saladin, cr•~e ag;u115t, 12, t-:4 olllC:"tlltal. 4J 
Sandw1rtb, the, 3-48 ' Spain, claima for the crow11 or. 171 
8.1racens d*ated by Chari" ~pa1a, quarrel about the &hrooe 

~artcl, 4l · , • of, 395 • 
N.racena, wars with the, 109 SpeckbKhtr, the Tyrolese hero. 
baxons; campaigns of Charle- 348 

magne against, S4, s6 · Spcu:heRD, temble battle at, J98 
Su0111 dn·utate .l''rance, s6 Sputt, d1et at, :121 
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Sdat' popurltioo, t~ of l:io~ath Swabia, &mptnal dy!Wity of, IIJ. 

Germany, 8 "• 



INDEX. 44S 

Swab1a invaded by the French, 
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Utrecht, treaty of, 27 S .. 
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depeodence of judgmeot."-$puler, ' • · 

t7· A IJterarJ Hlatol'!. of Perala. Vol. II. Fr!>nt 
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T. FlSHER Uxwur, Publi.llher, It Adelphi Te,rrace, London, w_c. 
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":1(. Gt~ton Boissicr i; une o( the fcw'J,..,nc arcb.t'l:>lo-.; .;s "hn ~an' 
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