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PREFACE

Scientific investigations of the social conditions and situations associated
with the health of rural people have been carried on ac the Missouri Agricultural
Experiment Station without interruption for the past 20 years. The studies have
been conducted by the Deparement of Rural Sociology as official station projects
and as such have been reported  to the people of che state and elsewhere as a
public service. A considerable mass of information has been collected. the pertin-
ent results of which have been published as bulletins, journal articles, speeches,
and pamphlcts. In addidon, much supplementary material has been accumulated
and has been svstematically arranged to provide a useful reference for use in ad-
vising official agencies and voluntary associations in the fields of health and wel-
fare.

The early studies in rural health were, properly, concerned with inventories
of health resources, plotting the location of personnel and institutions in rela-
tion to population distribution, the compuration of population-healdh personnel
ratios, and measures of the exrent to which existing healeh facilities were used.
It has been found uscful to repeat these studies periodically. A next important
step in rural health research was the development of a mechod of studying the in-
cidence of rural morbidiry by the use of small samples. More recently, the mem-
bers ot the rescarch stafl have come to believe thae the nexe logical step involves
infensive study of socio-cconomic factors influencing family and individual be-
havior with respect to health improvement and maintenance. Previous work in
the Deparoment of Rural Sociology bas delincated arcas of rural social homo-
geneiry which have now been taken individually to form “locales” of study. It
is hyporhesized that (1) the provision of health services varies with the culrural
areas of the stutes and (2) the acditudes of acceprance or rejection of scientific
medical services by rural people are related to their degree of isolation.

The present bulletin provides information on the use of healch services and
the exeen of illness in a couney of one cultural arca. Along with others in the
series, it is intended ro build knowledge of health behavior which has been some-
what ubscure,

C. E. Liviry
Chairman
Departimens of Rural Sociology
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