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THIS SECOND VOLUME

takes up the main narrative where the first
volume left off, in the spring of 1936, and con-
tinues to the date of the German attack on
~ Russia in June 1941, It gives the Soviet interpre-
tation of the international history of those years
as found in Soviet publications, and places it
alongside the documentation available from
other sources. Chapters aré devoted to the civil
war in Spain, as it affected and was affected by
the policy of the Soviet Union, and to the Mon-
treux Conference on the Straits. The main body
of the volume traces the course of Soviet policy
in relation to the conflict developing among the
European powers, from the remilitarization of
the Rhineland, through the Munich settlement
and the German occupation of Bohemia-Moravia.
it also deals with the Soviet negotiations with
Britain and France, the pact with Germany, and
the territorial changes in Eastern Europe which
marked the period between the outbreak of war
and the entry of the Soviet Union as a belligerent.
The final chapter attempts an analysis of the
principles guiding Soviet foreign policy, and
gives a brief account of the départments of the
Soviet Government concerned. A classified
bibliography is provided for the two volumes,
as well as a series of maps to illustrate the terri-
torial changes in Eastern Europe between 1938
and 1941,
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FOREWORD

MUST renew my thanks to those inside and outside Chat-
ham House who were named in the Foreword to Volume I.
To an even greater extent than in the case of Volume I, I
have been indebted to Mrs Jane Degras for her willing
collaboration. I have also been in the fortunate position of
having been able to make use in manuscript of her calendar
of the documents of the subject. Mr. R. G. D. Laffan and
Professor C. A. W. Manning have kindly given me access to
manuscript studies written by them for the Institute.

I wish to thank Mr. Gerald Brenan and M. Luis Araquistain
for assistance on the chapter dealing with Spain.

I must thank particularly Mrs. N. Good of the Institute’s
editorial section for invaluable technical assistance, and Mrs. R.
Mitchison again and my wife for the index.

The preparation of this volume has suffered from the fact that
important new material was appearing throughout the time it
was in the press. As far as possible such material has been
included at the proof stage if only in footnote form. It was
felt that this was desirable even at the expense of literary
elegance. Y

The publication has been considerably delayed by a fire at
the printers which destroyed the proofs and part of the type.
I am indebted to the publishers and to members of the
Institute’s staff for their help in overcoming these difficulties.

Oxford MAX BELOFF
October 1948
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Spectator -

‘.. . Mr. Beloff's work is not just another book
about Russia. It is a scholarly and balanced
<account of the foreign policy of Soviet Russia in
the years between 1929 and 1936. It is both an
invaluable work of reference and a fascinating
‘piece of historical writing.’

Obsecver

‘... an invaluable work of scholarship which, if
every Western personage who has anything to
do with formulating or executing foreign policy
could be persuaded to read it and keep it on his
desk, could save an infinity of tears and possibly
a war. ... Everyone seriously interested in dis-
covering the mainsprings of current Soviet
policy should read it for himself.’

Manchester Guardian

‘Its merit is to show that the often perplexing -
Russian policy has a logical basis which can
be discovered. From this, prediction of its future
action should be easier.’

Fortnightly Review

‘Every student of modern’ Europe should
read this valuable and enlightening book. ...’

Listener

‘.. . this is a dangerous world in which to make
mistakes, especially when these relate to the
foreign policies of powerful countries, and it
behoves us to minimise them in the future by
fostering a true understanding among nations
as to their mutual needs and interests. To such
an understanding this book makes an important
contribution....’

Times Literary Supplement

‘The volume, with its 248 tightly-packed
pages, is a mine of information. . . . Intense re-
search has justified itself in a work that achieves
power through its restraint.’ .
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