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PREFACE

As a consequence of the Second World War, most European
uations are passing through difficulties of both political and eco-
nomic nature. Finland constitutes no exception to this general
rule. In her case it is a fact, however, that the framework of her
political - structure, as molded by centuries of experience and
development, proved capable of withstanding the strain and
bardships of two wars. The Constitution she gave herself in 1919
stands intrinsically intact, and the Finnish democracy faces the

- postwar tasks of rehabilitation convinced of the soundnmess of
- its principles.

Two treaties agreed upon by leand and the nations against
whom she found herself engaged in war, viz. the Peace Treaty
signed in Moscow on March 12, 1940, and the Peace Treaty
signed in Paris on February 10, 1947, govern Finland’s position
as an independent republic. The Finnish people see in a faithful
and scrupulous fulfilment on their part of the obligations laid
down in these documents a guarantee for Finland’s future existence
and security. By so doing they hope to further also the best
interests of all peoples aspiring to a durable solution of problems
left by a devastating war.

The working of Finnish democracy and the international position
of Finland as defined in the above-mentioned instruments constitute
the main theme of this booklet. The articles contained hereinafter
are selected from those appearing in the Pinland Year Book, 1947.
In publishing them under a separate cover the Publisher hopes
to render a service to students seeking information on Finland's
political life and present position as a member of the Family of
Nations.
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decrees, 36; report to the Diet,
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Lapps, 12; Koltta-I. 13

Tapland, province of, 10, 63
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Law, of 1734, 20; of the Country,
20, 21, 23

League of Nations, 49, 50, 68

Leftist party, 33, 34

Liberal Party, swedish, 34

Liberalism, 18, 24

Liberty, Era of, 24

Libraries Commission, 42

Licence Commission, 43
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Local government, 43—48; ex-
penditure of, controlled by



Government, 47, funds, 48;
expenditure, 48
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Military courts, 40
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Minister-Socialism, §9

Ministers, number of, 36; responsi-
bility of, 37; impeachment, of,
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Most-favoured-nation treatment,
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councils, 38, 47, 48; courts,
38-—39, 47
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Muonio River, 10
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Coalition Party

National Progressive Party, sce
Progressive Party
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National representation, 53
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Nazis, 34

New Zealand, 65
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appointed by the President, 28;
authority of, 33

Old Finn Party, 33
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Parliamentary system, 55—60
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Petsamo, 10, 66

Political parties, 24, 25, 33—36, 58

Political Police, 42

Popular assembly, of ancient
Finns, 17, 22

Population, 10, 11—12; of sur-
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51, 56, 68; term of, 27; powers
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Chief, 28; and foreign policy,
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independent power of, 57
Priests, nomination of, 19
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nals, in German territory, 70;
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Provinces, 46
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Rumania, 66, 68
"Russian Empire, 20, 24, 55
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Russo-Japanese War, 25
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Scandinavia, 9
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elementary, 42, 46; secondary,
42; commercial, 44; trade, 4%
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Self-government
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State Court, 41
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State
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vision of local government, 46,
47

Statistical Head Office, 42

Statute Book, 37

Stiblberg, K. J., 28
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Treaty of Moscow, 65, 66
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Utsjoki, 10, 12
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