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PREFACE 

As a consequence of the Second World War, most European 
nations are passing through difficulties of both political and eco­
noiDlc nature. Finland constitutes no exception to this general 
rule. In her case it is a fact, however, that the framework of her 
political · structure, as molded by centuries of experience and 
development, proved capable of withstAnding the strain and 
hardships of two wars. The Constitution she gave herself in 1919 
stands intrinsically intact, and the Finnish democracy faces the 
postwar tasks of rehabilitation convinced of the soundness of 
its principles. 

Two treaties agreed upon by Finland and the nations against 
whom she found herself engaged in war, viz. the Peace Treaty 
signed in Moscow on March t2, 19,0, and the Peace Treaty 
signed in Paris on February 10, t9,7, govern Finland's position 
as an independent republic. The Finnish people· see in a faithful 
and scrupulous fulfilment on their part of the obligations laid 
down in these documents a guarantee for Finland's future existence 
and security. By so doing they hope to further also the best 
interests of all peoples aspiring to a durable Solution of problems 
left by a devastating war. 

The working of Finnish del:nocracy and the international position 
of Finland as defined in the above-mentioned instruments constitute 
the main theme of this booklet. The articles contained hereinafter 
are selected from those appearing in the Finland Year Book, t% 7. 
In publishing them under a separate cover the Publisher hopes 
to render a service to students seeking information on Finland's 
political life and present position as a member of the Family of 
Nations. 
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