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PREFACE 

THERE is an urgent need in th~ printing industry for 
young craftsmen who are properly trained in the science 

of printing, and who are acquainted with the details of the 
basic operations of the trade. It is in answer to that need 
that this book has been developed. Our purpose has been 
to select and arrange such material as will be most helpful 
to the student of printing, whether in the school printshop, 
or in the apprentice department of the commercial printing 
plant. The book will be found to contain reliable informa­
tion and instruction on the various trade processes that are 
commonly considered as essential to a complete and well­
rounded apprentice training in typography. 
. The material :which comprises the text is in no sense in a 
theoretical or experimental stage. Each chapter has been 
perfected from practical lesson material which has been 
successfully used in regular classes, and after taking its 
present page form, it has been again subjected to the test 
of regular class procedure. Proofs of each section have also 
been submitted to outstanding specialists in the trade, and 
verified as to correctness of technical detail. Some of our 
best printing instructors, and niany printers of national 
reputation have given much time and attention to the per-

. fection of this material, which co-operation the author very 
gratefully acknowledges. 

Naturally, it is impracticable to attempt to discuss all 
the details of each process in a book of this nature. At the 
ends of chapters dealing with special phases of printing will 
be found lists of reliable trade books which may be used as 
references, or for a further study of these subjects. These 
books have been carefully selected, and are recommended 
for the school; or the printer's library. 
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Advertising men, salesmen of printing, pri.riting-office 
executives, and all printing employees who have not been 
scientifically trained in the mechanics of printing, will find 
this book full of very helpful information, and it should be 
available to the workmen throughout the plant. 

To printing instructors using this book as a basic text, 
it is recommended that the author's Elementary Printing 
fob Sheets be used with the text during the first year of the 
students' work, and that his companion book, Elementary · 
Platen Presswork, be made the background for the students' 

· training in presswork. 
This book has been handset in foundry type and ma­

terials, as a guide and example to the young compositor, 
and as an inspiration to his typographic efforts. 

It was developed with the sincere desire for helpfulness, 
to young men who wish to become printers, and to the 
noble Craft itself, to which I owe a larger debt than I can· 
hope to repay. 
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