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PREFACE 
' ' 

TowARDS the close of 1912 Dr. W. Douglas Mackenzie, 
President of. Hartford Theological Seminary, Hartford, 
Conn., invited me to deliver, as Lamson Lecturer for 1913, 
a course of eight lectures on Modem Religious Movements 
in India. The subject was extremely attractive. It was 
clear that to bring 'these many movements together, ar­
range them in related groups, and set them forth as vary­
ing expressions of a great religious upheaval would be a 
far more illuminating piece of work than the description 
of them as units ever could be. But the difficulties in­
volved in the proposed investigation were so great that it 
was only after much inward questioning as to whether I 
ought to dare the task that I decided to attempt it. 

The first difficulty of the subject lies in the fact that the 
majority of these numerous and very varied movements, 
scattered over every part of India, have never been de­
scribed before. In the case of a few of the more note· 
worthy, excellent monographs do exist. The following 
books and pamphlets proved of signal service in my inves­
tigation: 

Sastrl, History of the Brahma Samaj (including the 
Prarthana Samaj); Griswold, art. .Arya Samiij in ERE.; 
Griswold, The Chet Rami Sect,· Griswold, Afirza Gl}uliim 
Al}mad, the Mehdl Afessiak of Qadian ,· Griswold, The 
Radhii Swami &ct ,· Griswold, Pat~dit Arniltotri and the 
Deva Samaj ,· Chirol, Indian Unrest. There are also sev-
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eral valuable biographical works - notably, Max M filler's 
Ramakrislt'fa, Prof. M. N. Gupta's Gospel of ~ri-Rama­
Jrislt'fa, Dayinanda's AutobiograJ!t.J', and Solovyoff's Moe/. 
em Pmstus of/sit,-which enable the student to see, in a 
measure, the genesis of the movements to which they are 
related. But, apart from these two groups of good au­
thorities, it was necessary to conduct the investigation 
almost entirely by personal visits and interviews, or, less 
satisfactorily, by correspondence. By these means nearly 
all the fresh matter in the following chapters was gathered. 
A small amount of the new material comes from another 
source, vi1., the apologetic and propagandist literature of 
the various movements; but, with the exception of certain 
systematic statements of creed (e.g. Radha Soami .!rial 
Praluislt, A Dialogue about t!te Deva Samiij, and L~ad­

beater'a Textbook of Tluosoplty), these innumerable book­
lets, pamphlets and tracts in many tongues have provided 

·only a scanty gleaning of significant facts. 
But the subject carries within it a still more intimate 

difficulty. Even if abundance of information were forth· 
coming about any one of these most noteworthy uprisings 
of the Indian spirit, there would still remain the difficulty 
of untlerstalltlinr it, the possibility of totally misconceiving 
the forces that have created it, of fastening one's eyes on 
externals and failing to feel the. beatings of the heart. 

Others must decide whether I did right in attempting 
the task, and how far I have succeeded in it. What 
weighed with me was the fact that my past experience had 
given me a partial preparation for the work, and that my 
present circumstances afford me unusual facilities for 
getting the necessary information. · 

I. spent in Cal~utta eleven years as a· Professor in a 
Missionary College and five as an Association Secretary 
among educated non-Christians. During those sixteen 
yean I was constantly in touch with Chaitanyas, Brahmas, 

' 
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Aryas, Theosophists, followers of Ramak\'ish:q.a and young 
men interested in other North India movements. Two 
pieces of work arose from this contact: Gila and Gospel 
(1903). a booklet dealing with the Neo-Krishl)a Movement 
in Bengal, and art. Braltma Sam a} in ERE. ( 1909). · 

During the next five years my duties r~quired me to 
travel all over India with little intermission and to deliver 
religious addresses in all the important towns. x·was thus 
brought into personal contact with men of almost every 
type of religious belief; while my one study was Hindu­
ism. 

A recent modification of my work has given me special 
opportunities for interviewing individuals and learning 
facts with a view to these lectures. Fresh arrangements, 
made by Dr. J. R. Mott and the Committee in New York, 
have enabled me since the spring of 1912 to spend the 
~ummers in England in literary work and the winters in 
India lecturing and teaching. The invitation to give the 
Lamson Lectures reached me late in 1912. that winter 
I visited Bombay, Jubbulpore, Allahabad, Benares, Lahore, 
Calcutta, P:url. Madras, Conjeeveram, Bangalore, Mysore 
City, Palamcottah, Madura, Trichy, Tanjore, Kumbakonam, 
Pudukottai; and almost everywhere I was,. able to have ' 
long conversations with intelligent men about the. sect or 
movement they were interested in, to visit buildings, ·and 
to pick up literature and photographs. The summer of 
1915 was spent in Oxford, preparing the lectures. This 
enabled me to use the Bodleian library and the British 
Museum and to consult many men in and about London 
who have special knowledge of certain of the movements 
dealt with. After delivering the lectures in Hartford, 
Conn., in October, 1913, I returned to .India, and visited 
Poona, Hyderabad (Deccan), Bangalore, Madras, Trichy, 
Madura, Palamcottah, Nagarcoil, Trevandrum, Quilon, 
Calicut, Tellicherry, Calcutta, ,Jamalpore, Jubbulpore.. 
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Allahabad, Cawnpore, Lucknow. Agra, Lahore. lUjkot 
(Kathiawar), Bombay. I thereby gained much fresh infor· 
mation, and was able to settle scores of questions which 
had arisen in my mind in the course of writing the 
lectures. 

Thus, one way or another, I have hacJI Personal inter­
course with adherents of all the movements described in 
this book, with the exception of a few of the smallest and 
most obscure. 

I have felt cramped for want of apace. To deal with 
the whole subject adequately would have required two vol­
umes instead of one. I have thus been compelled to com­
press the matter very seriously everywhere. I trust this 
has not resulted in making my sentences and paragraphs 
unintelligible. It certainly has reduced the last chapter 
to rather an arid catalogue of facts. Necessarily, the eight 
lectures delivered in Hartford contained far less material 
than the book does. 

Though I have done my utmost to secure accuracy and 
to avoid misrepresentation, the movements are so varied 
and so intricate that there must be many omissions and 
mistakes. Criticism will therefore be very warmly wei· 
corned. Letters calling attention to errors and omis­
sions, or suggesting fresh points of view. may be sent 
either to 86"College Street, Calcutta, or to Oxford. 

So many .friends in every part of India, and also in 
England and America, have helped me in conversation 
and by correspondence that it would be impossible to make 
a complete list of them. I wish here, however, to exprC!SS 
my heartfelt gratitude to every one who has given me per­
sonal assistance, whether much or little; for, without them, 
the book could never have been written. I mention in 
the footnotes the names of those who have helped me 
at the most critical points. because in these cases it is 
.necessary to give the source of my information. But my 
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gratitude is quite as great to those whose names are not 
mentioned. 

The portraits scattered through the text may help readers 
to seize in a more vivid way the character and tempera­
ment of the men and women who created these religious 
movements. A few of them are new, but all the others 
have been published before. Of these, some are quite well 
known; but the rest, having appeared only in obscure 
Indian books and periodicals, must be quite n~w to the 
general reader. In any case it seems worth while bring· 
ing them together as a series of religious leaders. · 

I wish here to express my most grateful thanks to those 
whose kindness bas made possible the publication of these 
portraits; first to the following for gifts of photographs 
and leave to publish them: 

Portraits 

The Committee of the Museum and Art 
Gallery, Bristol • • • • Raja Ram Mohan Ray 

Mr. N. C. Sen, Private Secretary to the 
Maharani of Cooch Behar • Keshab Chandra Sen 

(father of the donor) 
Sir R. G. Bhandarkar 
Sir N. G. Chandavarkar 
Mr. M. N. Katrak, Bombay 
Dr. H. D. Griswold, Lahore • 
Mr. Sasipada Banerjea, Calcutta 

• His own 
• His own 

Mr. K. R. Cama 
• Mina Ghulam Al}macl 
• The symbolic picture, 

Plate X. 
Mr. Mansukhlal Ravjibhai Mehta, Bombay Mr. Rajchandra Ravjibhai 

(brother of the donor) 
Mr. G. K. Devadhar, Bombay • • The Hon'ble Mr. G. K. 

Gokhale, C. I. E. 

I owe very special thanks to Mr. Satyendra Nath Ta.­
gore, I. C. S., Retired, who gave me permission to take 
a photographer into the Tagore Residence, Calcutta, and 
photograph the beautiful portraits of his grandfather and 
father (Plates I and II~ • 
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Grateful thanks are also due to the following for per 
mission given to publish photographs: 

Pwtrai/1 

Mrs. Ramabai Ranade, Poona • The late Mr. Justice Ranade · 
The Arya Samaj, Lahore • • Svimi Dayinanda Sarasvati 
The Ridhl Soiml Satsailg The gurus 
The Deva Sam.ij • Jbe guru , 
The Ramalqishpa Mission • .Rimalqishl).a Paramahamsa . and 

Svimi Vivekinanda · 
The Theosophical Society. • Madame Blavatsky and Mrs. Besant 
Mr. ~biodra Natb Tagore .,, Hla own · · 

, 
My debt to my friend Dr. H. D. Griswold of Lahore is 

very great; for considerable sections of my third chapter 
are built upon his scholarly monographs mentioned above; 
and he revised the whole work for me in manuscript. To 
him and to another friend, the Rev. John McKenzie of 
Bombay, who kindly did for ine the troublesome work 
of revising the proofs, I offer my unfeigned gratitude and 
thanks. 

11 FUNcHAY RoADt Oxroan. 
Oc:tober 30,-l914. 
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APPENDIX 

1. H. P. Blavalsky and &'Masters of the Wisdom, by Annie 
Besant. Theosophical Publishing Society, London. 1907. · 

2. Episodes from an Unwritten History, by Claude Bragdon. 
Rochester, the Manas Press. 1910. · 

3· Incidents in the History of the Theosophical Society, by' 
Joseph H. Fussell. Point Loma, California, the Aryan Theo-
sophical Press. , 

4· A Historical Retrospect of the Theosophical Society, by.H. S. 
Olcott. Madras, published by the Society.· 1896. 

The first purpose,of this Appendix is to give readers some idea 
of the extreme unreliability of the historical literature of The­
osophy, and the second is to show the publishers of these books 
that they are thoroughly inaccurate and misleading, and on that · 
ground to appeal to them, to withdraw them from circulation. 

I. H. P. Blavatsky and the Masters of the Wisdom. 
a. "In August, xBsx, we find her in London, and there, on a 

moonlight night, as her diary tells us, beside the Serpentine, 
'I met the Master of my dreams.' He then told her that he 
had chosen her to work in a society, and some time afterwards,. 
with her father's permission, she went into training for her 
future mission, passing through seven and ten years of proba­
tion, trial and hard work." P. 7· 

"On November 17th, 1875, she founded, in pursuance of the 
order she had received, the Theosophical Society." P. xo. 

Here we have the Theosophic myth at work. For the whole 
of the stupendous story of her intercourse with these "Masters" 
Madame Blavatsky never produced any trustworthy evidence. 
There is only her own bare assertion. She has never given any 
definite geographical information to enable scholars to find the 
Lodge of the Brotherhood in Tibet or the vast libraries which 

447 
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-

she asserts exist there. Since those days Sarat Chandra. Das, 
a Calcutta Hindu, has travelled in Tibet, visited h"braries abd 
talked 'With many monks. The British expedition sent by Lord 
Curzon actually went to Lbassa; so that Tibet is now well 
known. Two of the most honoured Hindu scholars in Calcutta, 
PaJ)4it Hara Prasid Sistlf and Pao4it Satischandra. Vidyi­
bhQsbaoa have wandered all over the hills within British territory, 
visiting monasteries and libraries. They have brought many 
Mss., both Sanskrit and Tl"betan, to Calcutta. How is it that 
there is not a scrap of corroboration of Madame Blavatsky's 
wonderful story? No one knows anything about the existence 
of the Masters, their Lodge or the Llorari~ ' 

·On the other hand, as we have shewn above, in Madame 
Blavatsky'a own letters there is overwhelming evidence to prove 
the whole false. 

In the passages before us we are asked, on the evidence of 
an entry in Madame Blavatsky'a "diary," to believe that she 
was guided by the Masters from 1851 to 1875. Now, what are 
the facts 1 Tit. "diary" is flO diMy Gl oll, hi G 6ooi of uawin:s. 
If jt were a real diary; if it provided us with information which 
enabled us to understand Madame Blavatsky's early life; and 
if the passage referred to were an integral part of the narrative, 
and demonstrably written in 1851; then it would be solid evi­
dence. Bullhe plJSsage poled is lhe tmly enlry in lhe wlwk lJooi. 
No one can tell when it was written. What then is its value as 
evidence?- Simply ,nil. It may have been written by Madame 
Blavatsky at any time during the last twelve years of her life. 
But how are we to characterize Mrs. Besant's audacity in call­
ing the book in question a diary? 

b. "Before dealing with the rorD.munications received during 
a short time in the famous 'Shrine' at Adyar, it is necessary to 
describe the rooms which afterwards became famous. Madame 
Blavatsky occupied two out of three rooms of the upper story, 
opening on to a large hall. There was a sitting-room, which 
opened into a bedroom, and this again into a third room; the 
wall between the bedroom and this third room was made of two 
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partitions with twelve inches between them, lightly built, there 
being no support below, and with a door in the middle, the door 
being thus sunk in a recess. This third room was set apart for 
occult purposes, and was called the Occult Room. On the 
partition wall, loosely hanging, was a cupboard, originally over 
the door, in which were placed two pictures of the Masters, 
a silver bowl, and other articles; the cupboard had a solid 
back and shelves, and was merely hung on the wall, so that it 
could be removed easily. This cupboard was called 'The 
Shrine.' The wall was smoothly plastered over, and various 
people - after it had been tampered with by the Coulombs -
bore 11itness to the fact that at least up to February 17th, 1884, 
-H. P. B.left Adyar on February 7th- it was intact. Gen­
eral Morgan states that he first saw the Occult Room in August, 
x883, when he visited Adyar in Madame Blavatsky's absence, 
and, probably in consequence of a remarkable phenomenon that 
happened on his visit, he examined the Shrine and its surround .. 
ings with great care; he affirms that, up to January, 1884, 
when he left the headquarters, 1 any trickery was impossibl~.' " 
Pp. 2o-21; 

The authoress goes on to quote a number of similar state­
ments made by Mrs. Morgan, Col. Olcott and several other 
Theosophists with regard to the Shrine; and she repeats her 
main affirmation about it again : 

"Mr. Hodgson did not see the cupboard, and Dr. Hartmann, 
who did see it, and examine it, says it had 1 a solid unmovable 
back,' and thi.s i.s confirmed by oth;rs." ·P. 44· 

Now what are the facts.with regard to these large masses of 
evidence? They have been already given, but may be sum­
marized as follows : 

(x) Every scrap of this evidence is quoted from the pamphlet, 
Report of the Result of an Investigation into the Charges agains• 
Madame Blavatsky, which contains the statements of Theoso­
phists written (in response to the circular of August, 1884) before 
Mr. Hodgson arrived in India, but not published until February, 
I88s. P. 249, above. 

ao 
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· (2) It was compiled in the main by Dr. Hartmann, Madame 
Blavatsk.y's "liar, cunning and vindictive." P. 248, above. I 

(J) In September, 1884, five months before the pamphlet was 
published, the Shrine was examined by Judge, Dr. Hartmann· 
and other Theosophists, and the sliding panels were found. 
Pp. 241-2, above. . 

(4) Three of these Theosophists removed the Shrine, and 
Judge burned it. Pp. 241-2, above. This is the amazing fact 
which is necessary to explain' Mrs. Besant's statement that 
"Mr. Hodgson did not see the cupboard,"' and which she most 
carefully suppresses. Neither the discovery of the panels nor 
the burning of the Shrine is mentioned in the pamphlet, Reporl 
of 1114 Result, etc., though it was published five months later. 

(s) When Hodgson asked Dr. Hartmann and Damodar about 
the Shrine, they said they did not know what had happened to it, 
and suggested that it had been stolen by the missionaries or the 
Coulombs. Pp. 247-8, above. 

(6) Most of the people whose testimony Mrs. Besant quotes 
were questioned by Mr. Hodgson personally, and acknowledged 
that IIIey had never ezamined til. back of 1M Shrine, thus repudiat­
ing all the evidence which 1\Irs. Besant quotes. Each of the 
following singly confessed this to Mr. Hodgson, thus proving 
that their statements printed in the pamphlet were at the least 
very careless declarations: Mrs. Morgan, Mr. Subba Row, 
Mr. Damodar, Mr. P. Sreenevasa Rao, Mr. T. Vijiaraghava 
Charloo (Ananda), Babajee, Mr. P. Rathnavelu, Mr. T.' C. 
Rajamiengar. The details of their confessions are given by 
Mr. Hodgson (Proceedings, IX, 22o-226; 325-341). He adds 
with reference to Mr. St. George Lane-Fox, "Mr. Lane-Fox 
desired my special attention to the fact that an excessive super­
stition was attached to the Shrine by the natives. The feeling 
with which they regarded it would absolutely interfere with 
any careful investigation of either the shrine or its surroundings " 
(lb., 327). Dr. Hartmann himself agreed with this statement 
(lb.', 226). Thus Mr. Hodgson' could find no evidence that any 
one examined the Shrine before September, 1884. 

(7) On March IJ, xsss; about a month after the publica-
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tion of the pamphlet, Dr. Hartmann confessed, in the presence of 
!.1r. and Mrs. Cooper-Oakley, Mr. A. 0. Hume, and Mr. Hodg­
son, that "nobody was allowed to touch that d- shrine"; and 
he then told the story of the discovery of the panels and the 
burning of the Shrine. These facts were effectually concealed 
from Hodgson until that date. Pp. 25o-1, above. 

(8) Mme. Blavatsky confessed to Mr. Hodgson that the Shrine 
was made with three sliding panels in the back. P. 2SI, above. 

(9) Dr. Hartmann confessed that his pamphlet was untrust­
worthy, and gave Mr. Hodgson a written statement about the 
Shrine, which is quoted above. Pp. 251 and 241, above. 

(1o) In April, I88s, the pamphlet was publicly repudiated in 
The Jf adras Mail by the Theosophic leaders .. Pp. 253-4, above. 

How then shall we characterize Mrs. Besant's statement of 
the evidence as to the Shrine ? 

c. !.Irs. Besa.nt quotes in extenso a letter written by Mr. A. 0. 
Hume to the Calcutta Statesman, in September, 1884, with~refer­
ence to the letters handed over by Madame Coulomb. We need 
quote only the last sentence, which is as follo~s: 

"Parts of the letters may be genuine enough; one passage 
cited has a meaning quite different from that in which I see that 
the Times of India accepts it, but believe me, Madame Blavatsky 
is far too shrewd a woman to have ever written to any one, any­
thing that could convict her of fraud." P. 37· 

Now it is quite true that Mr. Hume sen't this letter to 'the 
Statesman; but Mrs. Besant omits altogether to tell her readers 
that, within a few months, his mind changed completely. This 
fact was published by Mr. Hodgson twenty-two years before 
Mrs. Besant wrote her booklet: 

"When the Blavatsky-Coulomb letters were first published, 
Mr. Hume expressed his opinion publicly that Madame Blavat­
sky was too clever to have thus committed herself; latterly, 
however, and partly in consequence of the evidence I was able 
to lay before him, he came to the conviction that the letters in 
question were actually written by Madame Blavatsky." Pro­
ceedings,l}C1274· 
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, Mrs. Besant declares she studied Mr. Hodgson;s Report care; 
fully : does not her action in this case, then, come as near wilful 
misrepresentation as possible? 

d. ,. Mr. Hodgson, the gentleman sent by the S. P. R., was 
present at this memorable Convention Meeting of December, 
1884, the Colonel, in the innocence of his heart, extending to him 
a warm welcome. Mr. Hodgson's appearance of friendship was, 
however, a mere pretence to cover his real aim; he simulated 
honest inquiry only the more surely to destroy." P. 40. 

Dr. Hartmann and Mr. Judge charged the Coulombs with 
forgery and the missionaries with hatching a conspiracy. Mrs. 
Besant now charges Mr. Hodgson with shameful treachery; and 
if we accept this charge, we must believe that the Society for 
Psychical Research were from beginning to end duped by this 
dishonest scheJPe. But, apart from these considerations and 
from Mr. Hodgson's own statement and behaviour, how are we 
to characterize Mrs. Besant's conduct in publishing this foul 
slander twelve years after the publication of A Modert~ Priestess 
of Isis, in which Madame Blavatsky herself says that Hodgson 
was at first a friend? (P. 248, above.) 

e. "Mr. Hodgson, in his Report, publishes a 'plan of the 
Occult Room with shrine and surroundings {from measurements 
taken by R. Hodgsan, assisted by the statements of Theosophic 
witnesses).' On page 220 llr. Hodgson says that 'the accom· 
panying rough sketch, made from measurements of my own, 
shows the positions.' The reader will now see why I laid stress 
on the fact ~at Mr. Judge had, in the summer of s884, bricked 
up the hole, plastered the wall, and then re-papered it; this 
having been done in the summer of x884, how could Mr. Hodgson 
have made a rough sketch of the positions from his own measure­
ments in the spring of x885? It may be asked: 'How then did 
Mr. Hodgson obtain his plan?' The answer is simple; Mr. 
Judge gives it. He said: 'I made a plan of how it had been 
left by Coulomb, and that plan it is that Hodgson pirated in his 
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Uport, and desires people to think his, and to be that which he 
made on the spot, while looking at that which he thus pretends 
to have drawn.' All that Mr. Hodgson could have seen was a 
blank wall. I reprint here the comment I made in Time on this 
remarkable proceeding: 'I venture to suggest that the pirating 
of another p~n's plan, with "measurements" of things that 
no longer existed when Mr. Hodgson visited Adyar, is not con· 
sistent with good faith. Yet the whole terrible charge against 
Madame Blavatsky rests on_this man's testimony. The Society 
of Psychical Research, which has taken the responsibility of the 
report, has no knowledge of the facts, other than that afforded 
by Mr. Hodgson. Everything turns on his veracity. And he 
issues another man's plan as his own, and makes imaginary 
measurements of vanished objects.' " P. 43· 

This attack is practically the same as that published by Mrs. 
Besant in Time in 1892. Mr. Hodgson replied in detail to the 
attack in Proceedings, XXIV, 136-141, issued in June, 1893. 
He not only shewed that all the minor charges were unjustifiable, 
but published a copy of the only plan of the Shrine made by a 
Theosophist which he ever saw. It had appeared in the Report of 
Observ(Uions, etc., a pamphlet published by Dr. Hartmann in Sep­
tember, 1884. (See above, p. 240.) This' must be the plan !.Irs. 
Besant refers to, as the pamphlet was prepared and issued during 
the time when Mr. Judge was in Madras. This plan is repro­
duced above (plan A, page 234), with Mr.Hodgson's plan (plan B) 
beside it, that readers may see with their own eyes how utterly 
absurd it is to say that the latter was copie~ from the former~ 

Yet here we have Mrs. Besant repeating the old attack in 
1907, without the slightest reference to Mr. Hodgson's complete 
disproof of the slander, and without a single scrap of evidence, 
except the statement of Judge, to substantiate the cha;ge. 

Further, Judge, on whose testimony Mrs •. Besant relies, 
is the man who had to do with the removal and burning of the 
Shrine, and he is the man whose frauds and forgeries Mrs. Besant 
and Colonel Olcott discovered in 1894. (See above,.pp. 24i-2, 
268-7t.} What sort of a witness is he? 

Now, if the plan republished by Mr. Hodgson is nol Mr. 
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Judge's plan, Mrs. Besant is 'in honour bound to publish Mr. 
Judge's one, that the world may see that Mr. Hodgson plagia­
rized it. But if the reproduced plan u Mr. Judge's plan, then 
will not Mrs. Besant withdraw from publication this auel and 
baseless slander on the dead? 

f. "Mr. Hodgson's third charge is that certain letters alleged 
to be from the Ma.hitml Koot Hoomi were written by Madame 
Blavatsky, or in some cases by Damodar." P. 48. 

11 The before-mentioned experts varied together as to the au· 
thorship of the letters submitted to them; first they said they 
were not done by Madame Blavatsky; then, this not satisfying 
Mr. Hodgson, they said they were. As against this valuable 
opinion of theirs maybe put that of Herr Ernst Schutze, the Court 
expert in caligraphy at Berlin, who gave evidence on oath that 
the letter of Master X. H. 'has not the remotest resemblance 
with the letter of .Madame Blavatsky,' and who wrote: 'I 
must assure you most positively that if you have believed that 
both letterscame from one and the same hand, you have laboured 
under a most complete mistake.'" P. 48. 

t 

This statement looks very convincing at first sight; but Jet 
us set the facts around it and see what becomes of it. 

When Mr. Hodgson got a number of these letters submitted 
to him. he found that the penmanship varied in them a good 
deal. He then placed them as far as poss1"ble in chronological 
order, when it became plain that the early letters retained many 
of the c:haracteristics of Madame Blavatsky's handwriting, while 
in the later examples a number of these characteristics were 
eliminated. Studied as a series, they at once suggest that all 
are by the same hand and that there had been a progressive 
differentiation of the handwriting. 

It was merely several small slips of writing belonging to this 
lengthy correspondence, conducted in a disguised hand, which 
were submitted to the English experts, and which they declared 
had not been written by Madame Blavatsky. When the long 
chronological series was submitted to them, they recognized 
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the progressive differentiation and came to the conclusion that 
.all were written by Madame Blavatsky. 

Now to come to the German expert. Mr. Sinnett tells us 
• (It~eidenls i1f the Life of Madame Blavatsky, 323-4) that the 

documents submitted to him were a Koot Hoomi letter of 
September, 1884, and a letter written by Madame Blavatsky in 
October, z885. Now it had been suggested many months before 
this latter date that Madame Blavatsky had written the letters 
in question. Clearly, if the expert was tq make his e~mination 
under scientific conditions, a letter written by Madame Blavat­
sky before the question arose should have been given him for 
comparison. How could he judge a question of handwriting, 
if the accused was given an opportunity of resorting to disguise? 
Further, Mr. Hodgson gives a number of facts which clearly 
suggest that Madame Blavatsky attempted the same trick with 
him. Proceedings, IX, 281, 290-1; fCXIV, 148-g. ' Thus the 
German expert's verdict is worthless, simply because the evi­
dence was not submitted to him. 

The English experts, on the other hand, had before them 
specimens of Madame Blavatsky's writing dating from before 
the Coulomb exposure, and also a considerable number of K. H. 
letters of various dates. They thus worked under scientific 
conditions, while the German expert did not. . . 

Again we remark that all these facts are detailed by Mr. 
Hodgson (Proceedings, IX, 282 ff.; XXIV, 147-149); yet Mrs. 
Besant ignores them entirely, and indeed suggests by her lan­
guage that there are no such material facts. 

No one would say that the mere opinion of experts on the 
handwriting would be sufficient to settle the question of the au­
thorship of these letters. As we have shown above (pp. 256-g), 
several other lines of proof combine ~o indicate that they were 
written by Madame ~lavatsky and her immediate disciples. 

We have submitted only a few fragments of Mrs. Besant's 
booklet to examination. Limits of space alone prevent us from 
carrying the process farther. The bulk of the rest of the material 
is quite as rotten as the portions we have reviewed. 
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2. Episodes frOM aiJ UnwriUe,. History. 
This work is in the main dependent on No.1, and we need 

not deal with the corresponding passages here. But to give some 
idea of the utter m:ueality of the story we shall quote two 
passages: 

a • .. The work designated to Judge by the Founders was 
magnificently performed, and notwithstanding his secession 
from the parent society in 1895, taking with him most, though 
not all, of his colleagues, his name rightly ranks first, after those 
of the two Founders, &mong the great workers and ka.ders in the 
Theosophical cause." P. :zs. 

What must be the condition of the Theosophic conscience 
which writes such a panegyric of Judge? See above, pp. 241-2, 
26&-71. 

b. Writing of Madame Coulomb, this author says: 
"Prince Ihrisinghji of K.athiawar, to ·whom she had applied 

on more than one occasion for two thousand ruj>ees, tired of her 
importunities, complained at last to Madame Blavatsky, who 
promptly put an end to an intolerable situation by dismissing 
from her service Madame Coulomb." P. 42. 

This last statement is absolutely false. See the evidence 
produced above (p. 236), shewing that the Coulombs were left 
in full charge of Madame Blavatsky's rooms. 

3· lncidnds}n Jhe History of llr1 Theosophical AICMmefll. 
In the discussion of the Madras exposure this pamphlet is 

dependent on Mrs. Besant, and repeats the gross and baseless 
slander about the plan of the shrine-room (pp. 45 2-4, above). \V e 
need not deal with it again. But there are other slanders: 

a. cc It was afterwards learned and published in the Madras 
Daily li ail that the missionaries of the Madras Christian College 
had offered to pay Mme. Coulomb a thousand rupees to procure 
certain letters of Madame Blavatsky." P. 7· 

This is utterly false. See the facts on p. 246 n., above. 
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6. " Both,!!.~ and Mme. Coulomb later, when their actions 
were ~sed, confessed to this plot." P. 7· 

. · .- Could a grosser slander be conceived? Madame Coulomb, 
so far from confessing to a plot, instituted a. lawsuit in defence 
of her character (p. 252, above), and when it. became impossible 
to proceed wipl it, published a long letter in The Madras Mail, 
stating her position once more with the utmost emphasis (p. 254, 
above). 

4- A Historical Retrospea of the Theosophical Socieiy. 
a. Writing about Judge, Olcott says: · -' 
"In the autumn of 1893, charges had been made against this 

officer's character, a. widespread and intense excitement had 
resulted, and a. majority of the Sections were urging me to remove 
him from office. A Judicial Committee w_a.s convened a.t London 
in 1894 to try the charges, but adjourned without doing so 
because of certain technical points which were put forward and 
held to be good. The discontent was not allayed by this action 
but greatly increased, feeling ra,n high, an overwhelming major­
itt of the American Branches' stood by .him, and an angry dis­
cussion was carried on within and outside our own press. This 
was the state of affairs when the Ninth Annual Convention of 
the American Section met at Boston, Mass., on th1 day specified. 
The Delegates almost in a mass made Mr. Judge's cause their 
own, and voted to secede from the parent Society and organize 
as an independent society." P. 17. 

What sort of a historical account is this of the amazing events 
we have outlined above (pp. 268-71) ? Olcott here simply keeps up 
the policy of concealment agreed upon in the Judicial Committee. 

' 
We appeal to all who read these pages, Theosophists, re­

viewers and the general public : Is it not high time that the 
Theosophical Publishing Society,, London, the Manas Press, 
Rochester, U.S. A., the Aryan Theosophical Press, Point Loma, 
California, and the Theosophical Society, Madras, should with­
draw these most unhistorical publications from circulation? 



GLOSSARY OF INDIAN TERMS 

lchirya: 
astral: 
bhakti: 
bhashya: 
brabmachi.d: 
chela: 
Da~~: 

• guru: 
mantra: 

mleccha: 

Moulvie: 
Om: 

pal)~t: 
paramabamsa: 

purda: 
sidhu: 
Saiva: 
samsUra.s: 
&a.nnylsl : 
sat: 
satguru: 
sraddha: 
svimi: 
V~ava: 
zenina: 

scholar, theologian, minister. .,. 
belonging to the astral world, see p. 195· 
devotion, love for God. 
commentary, especially on the Vedatsla-~lra.r. 
celibate student, 
disciple. 
ten orders of sannyisis, organized by sanka.richarya 

and named from the tlat}4a or beggar's stick which 
each sannyisi carries. 

a Hindu teacher, worshipped as God. 
a short expression, prose or verse, used as a sacred 

utterance, and believed to possess mystic power. 
a name used by Hindus for foreigners, like the 

Greek 'barbaros' and the Jewish' Gentile.' 
a Muslim theologian.· 
the most sacred of all mystic syllables in use among 

Hindus. 
a learned man, especially learned in language. 
a title conferred on a sannyisi of high philosophic 

and religious attainments. 
11. word meaning ' curtain,' used instead of zenana. 
a word used for any modem Hindu ascetic. 
Sivaite. 
domestic ceremonies. 
a celibate monk, seep. 73· 
real, true. 
true guru. 
Hindu ancestor-worship. 
lit. 'lord,' a title conferred on sannylsis. 
VishiJuite. 
the women's apartments in an Indian house. 

459 
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doxy, 343-1'· 

Partition of Bengal, 18, 361, 362. 
Patterson, the Rev. George, IJI, 245· 
Phallus, 3. 301, 43$. 
Phenomena, Theosophic, 118 ff., 133, 

139. 146, 254. li$5~-
Philaothropy, 42, 48, 55, 156, 184, 

102, 388. 
Photographs and portraits used im 

worship and meditation, 166, 169, 
170, ~79· 132-3, 261. 

Phulmaoi Disi, 397. 
Pigot, Miss, 54· 
Pilgrimage, 121, 127, 337, 439· 
Pilgrim-tax, g. 
Point Loma, 271. . 
Polygamy, 15, u, 83, g6, 9S, 99, 184, 

3SS. 4oo-l, 417,431,438. 
Polytheism, UJ, us, n6, 131, 435· 
Poon& Gayan Samij, 3S3. 
Prabvddlta BwalcJ, 1107. 
Praise of Indian religions, clviliR.tion 

and art, 127, 104, 105, 345, 357, 
363, ssa, 430. 

Prarthani Samij, 11, 43, 76 ff., 
109'"10, 307t 324t 419, 435, 436, 
430. 441 ; creed, 7S, So; eocial 
reform, 78, 301 ; work, So-t; work . 
for Depressed Classes, Sr, 371. 

Pratap Chandra Mozoomdar, 49, 67, 
6S, 69. 76, roo. 100, 

Protestant Missions, 5, 6-7', 8, 14-5, 
18, ro-n, 14-5 ; see also Missionary 
methods; for the inlluence of P. 
missions, 1e1 Christian inftuence, 

'Psychic' (technical term in Theoa· 
ophy), 165. • 

Psychological interests of our time. 
a86. 

'Psychologize,' as•used, by Madame 
Blavatsky, a84. 

Putan& Chetty, Dewan Bahadur, 30,1. 

Qadianis, 137-4S. 

Rabindra Nath Tagore, 70, 204, 1Sa-6, 
404: portrait facioc p. 376. 

Race-hatred and nee-contempt, 356, 
363. • 

RAdhi, 167, IOJ. • 
!Udhi Soimis, 157, 16o, 167-8; the 
.gurus, 161--f: the Satsailg, 157-
"'· uo, 434. 435. 436, 430. 440 l 



INDEX 

JUdhl Solml aarden~o at Acra, 
163, 166: at Bcnara,a6s. 

RidhAsvA.mJ, 167. 
Raghunath Rao, Rai Bahadur, 391. 
RtJINRIUI,$4-t· 
Rahnumai Mudayasnu Sabhl. 84. 

,..,, a88. 
Rai Saligrana Saheb Bahadur, 157, 

a6.t-4o 166, 167; portrait faciDa 
p. 167. . 

Jlajchandra llavjibhai. 327""8; por-
trait facing p. 3 76. 

Raj Nanyaa Bose, 186. 
RAmabai, PaqcJita, f7, 4D3· 
Jl&makpahp MilsioD. JOJ-7, 390. 

42:11• 
Rlmak)'bhl)a ParamalwDsa, t6, so-a, 

!7,130. a88lf., 316, 434; birth, a88; 
110 education, 188, aoo; appointed 
priest. 188; paaslou for XJ.II, a So. 
190. 197i belief iD Idols. 189. 107; 
traoces, 189. 190. 191 ... ; marriage. 
a So. 192; teachers. loo-t ; becomes 
a ll&DIIfllSI, 191, 443; imagines 
himself lU.dhA, 192i figbta .a 
iDstiDct, ao6; figbu caste instinct, 
103; fighu love of money, 195; 
defenda Hinduism. sz, 358; imac­
lnes himself a Mul;lammadan, 193: 
baa a viaiou of Jesus. 194; theory I that an religiODa are true, s•. 187, 
194. 191'"'9; inlluenca Kesbab 
Chandra Sen, so-a, s,-11, 1941 sym­
bolical picture, ao&-9; his 'God­
COIIIIciOUIDCII,' 195; pasaioD for 
God. 195. 199; holds God 11011-
moraJ. 196: an deities manifesta­
tions of God. 107: teaches rev­
erence for rurus. 197; personal 
influence, 199: his died plea. 51; 
chal'acter, IOJ-6; peculiarities. 100; 
portrait faciDg p. 195, - Ills• 
Plata X. facing p. 198. 

:Ramanau, v. v. l99o 
Ramlnanda, 443· 
Rimbuja, 297, 443· 
:Ram Mohan Ray, s. 16, 10. 92, o6, 

415; birth. ao; a polygamist, 30; 
education, 311, 31; hatred of idola­
try, JO; studies other ftligioos, 30, 
31; iD Government eervice, ~~ 
interest ill British rule. 31, 36; re­
tiree to Calcutta, 31 1 ftligious 
propaganda, 11 : religious opinion~, 
31, 36-9; as IIOCial rcf01111er, u, 33o 

36, 387: Opposel l&tf, 3Jo 387; 
criticism of Hiodui~~~~~o 438; foundt 
B.rlhma Samllj, u, 34; erecta a 
building, 35 ; goea to England, u, 
J5i beliefa, Jlt 35: works, 12, 110 

aa, 37; deism, 37; relatiou to 
Christ, 32, 36, 30. s&-9; relatioa 
to Christianity, 10. 12, 3J, 34. 36, 
30. so; character and powera, 36 ; 
death, 36; portrait, a6, and Frcmtia-
pieu. -

Ranade. M. G., t6, 77, 78, ao8, 388, 
391 ; portlait facinc p. 76. 

Ranjit SiDgb, 3J8. 
Rail Cojlal, 84. 34-t-
Ratiooatism. of ll. M. Ray, 37, 41; 

of Sir S. A. XhaD, 97, 99-
Reincamatioa (iD Theoeophy), as., 

1100. • 
Relic-worship, 163, 164, 165, 167, 16o, 

170-
lleligious Nationalism, Cllap. V, 
Religioua Neutrality, n. 
lleligious suicide, 388. 
JU~qjObi~,M:. a Tbeosophic 

pamphlet, 140, 453· 
JU~ qj 61.. Rawl4 • .. a Theoeophic 

Pamphlet, 149. 1151, 154o 150. 440. 
4$1. 

R-n.. All RIIIHf4. 199-
R.w. qj Rdirioftl, 147, 
Rice-paper used for Xoot Boomi 

Jettera. •so. a68. 
lligbteousnesa of God. 437• 
llight-haod Siktu, 303· 
R.nkbmabai, 396. 
Jt.u,..Jap&Deae war, •S. sss. ,s6o-1. 

Saaific:es, ns, 121, 131, 430. 
SidhlraD Brilhma 5amAJ. 3S. 55• 

?o-1. J74o 181, a8o; creed, , •• 
S&dhlrau& Dharma, 13$-6. 
Sldhlrao Dharma Sabhl, 57, 186. 
Sldh guru, 16o. 
Sadr Anjumau-i-AbmadJJia, 146. 
~aiDII Blldsllyo, aoo. 

· &iva Sabhll, 199o 
~aiva Siddhlota, 299· · 
&iva SiddhA~ Ma.h!8amljam, .sao. 
&ktu, 30, 303· 
Sa.kti, a6S. 303· 
Sa.kti-Vuiiahtllfvaita, 303, 
Salvation Army, 194o 424. 426-o: 

copied by hdiaa Movemeutft. u7, 
174.44-t· 
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Sa.midhi, 163, 189. 191. 
Samsklras, ""' Domestic Ceremonies. 
S&n&tana Dharma Rakshinl Sabhi, 

J87. 
Sanatan Dharma Sabhi, 316. 
Saligat,4Jil. 
Saligat SabhJ. 4Io 
$aDkara, 305, 313, 433, 443· 
Sanklrtana, 4 7. 293· 
SaDDyisis, 105, roo. I9lo 
Sant Sat guru, 16o, 16g, 
Sarasvau D~4is, 105. 
Sasipada Banerjea, 57, r86, 389, 403, 
SaU. •ee Widow-buming. 
Satsalig, 157. 
Saly4r1Ji PrtJkiJSit, 109. 111, 113. 
Seclusion of Women, see ZenA.na. 
Secrecy in religioo. 162, 168, 169, 171, 

287. 
&ad DoclrW, the, 26o, 261-4. 267. 
Sectarian movements, 291 If. 
Sectaria.D Universities, 319. 3S2-3· 
Serampore Missionaries, 6, :10, 14. 15, 

33, 33. 34. 387, 401, . 
Serampore Mission Press. 10. 
Servanta of India Society, 376-So, 

390· 
Seva Sadan, 87, 38o-2, 390· 
Sheila (i ... of spirits), 221. 
Shishir Kumar Ghose, 195. 
Shrine, the, at Theosopbic head­

quarters, 132, 136, 1,371 239, 141-3, 
t47, 148, 25o-1; plans of shrine­
room, 324-s. 44&-51. 

Siddhdftl4 Di txu, ,ao. 
Sidgwick, Prof. Henry, 244. 
Sikh Educational Conference, 342. 
Sikh gurus, 33~· 
Sikhs, u(t-43, 404-
Sindair StevellliOJI, Mra.. 102 n., ro4. 

32$. 
Singh, 337· 
Singh Sabhia, 341, 374· 
Sinnett, A. p .. 112, 131, ISO, 157. 259, 

28$. 
Sircar Kamta Prasad, 166, 
giva DayAl Saheb, 163, 164. 16~ ; 

portrait facing p. 167. 
~ivaji, 359. 
givanAriyava Paramahamsa, 129 fl., 

436, 438, 439· 
givayogamandir, 301. 
Slavery, IS. o8, 146, 438. 
Sliding panela at Theo&opbic: head· 

quarters, 1137, 138, 141. 

SlokasaDgraha, 46. 
Smirtas, .sos-8, 434, 436. 
Sllijiti, 3os. 
Social Reform, Chap. VI, also rs, 26, 

29, 41, 43. 48, 49. ss. 7 s. 78, 81, 84. 
1271 132, 146, 18o, 1771 .!1411 3421 

437.442. 
Social service, 48, 55, 133, 18o, 202, 

106, 36(t-82, 404. 422-4, 437· 
Social Service League, 424. 
Sodal Study, Senne• and Exhibits, 423. 
Society for Psychical Research, 238, 

244. ISS· 
Society for the Promotion of Higher 

Life, 182. 
Society for the Protection of Children 

in India, 414. 
Solovyoll, V. S., 209. uo, 112, 1143, 

145, 2S3~ ass n., aso. a6o, 266 n., 
184 n., 287. 

S1111g Ceks#ial, the, as, 296, 
Spirit of Islam, o8, 438. 
S piril of I slam, the, o8. 
Spirit of Jainism, 334. 438.· 
Spiritualism, 175, 177, 111, au, JJ3-IO. 

26S. 
~riddha, 1211 .432, 
Srikara Blldshya, 303, 
Sr1 Niriy8J}a Dharma Paripllana 

Yogam, 313. 
~rl Nariyaqa Gurusvllml, 312. 
Srlpati Paq4itii.radhYa. 303, . 
Sr1-Vai~avas, 207-0· 
Sri-ViSisbtadvaita Siddhinta S&Jisam, 

198. . . 
Starte, 0. H. B., 424 n. 
Steiner, Herr, 276. 
Sthinakavisl ]ain11, 104t 326, 332: 

their Conference, 332. , 
Student class, 24. 
Suhba Rao, S., 293. 
Subodh PG#rik4, 76, So. 
Suddbi Sabhi, 323, 393· 
Sufi&, 30, 138, 
Sundararaman, K., 30.5, 307. 
Surat Sabd Yoga, JS91 16o, 161, 168. 
Suryodaya, 344· 
Svetambara ]ainll, 325, 326, 33~2: 

their Conference, 33~1; their 
temples, 32,5. 

Swadesbi movement, 365. 
Sweepen of ]ullundur, .s69. 
Syed Al}mad Khan, Sir, u, ga fl., 

146, 347, 389 t religious opinions, 
9(t-7. 
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Syed Amlr All. the Right Boa,. g8. 
lOG. 

Syed llahbub Shah. 1$01. 

2"MIIh'l ..tiiJ.Jt. OJ. 
Tutru, IVO. 30J• 
Taraa Dill, 338. 
r.u.aw..a Plllril4. ,.. 
TattvabodhlDI Sabbl. 30• 
T~. 18.1. 186. 
Temperaooe. Mt. 39J. 421. 
Teia-plala. 197· 
'l'hqf. 17, .saa. 41J .. 
~ M,ytb. the. IOQ, us. 

116-?, 16o. . 
~ical Society, 111-1, ,116; ita 

powth. 133-
'l'beoaopbic:al TtriDa, the. 116. . 
~ •• ,.. 108 ... 43.1. 4.J4, ...,,, 

founded. ......... ~. 171-
81; itl ea:Wtillll. 182-$, 189: 
lleCI'IICJ'. 18lf"3 : attnctioDI, ·~; 
deflillda BiudW.U. 177, a&r-1, "aBo; 
nlue (I( its wort. •8&-9; lta doc­
triBe (I( brotberbood, •M. a88; 
dwfataa!- Gf ita literature. lllo; 
liD~ (I( ita billoriall 
~ 16o; ~ ._, 
Paneel. vo. .144-s; ._, 1).­
preuecl a--. 374: relatioa to 
Rldh1 SoAmi te8chiD& 171; to 
Caristianity, 12.1. ••s. IJ.J. .,. •• 
18o-91,44Dr 

Tilalr. B. G. 3SS. 559. $6t. 
~.MIL~171, 
Tlrthakaru,314-
T'uvjiii.Da Sambandha SYiml llatu, 

.JOI, 
~ 311-&, .s68. 
TOIIIIII'e Gf HiDdu ~ 401, 401· 

. T~ llenditb, u, 1.1. 
TraumiBratioa aDd ~ .sa. 4S. 

114. liS. Ul, 117, I.St. 163t 177• 
t&a, tvo. w. 3&s, 4J6. 4-40-J, 

Trumpp, Dr. Emat. ~ the 
Sikla ltli ~ ML 

Tubl Da.t. 44.1· 

Ubbayavedlnta l'ravartau Sahhl. 
. 297'· 
u dbotliiM, 110'1'. 
Unitariaa Mi1aioa, the. 14-
Uflily M4 ll¥11i.u,, 68. ' . 
Univenal Brothcdloocl ucl Tlaeoeoplaio 

cal Society, .,.,. 

Umvenat Educatioa. nK 416. 
Univenities, founded. 18; Lord Cur· 
-·• Univenitiel' Act. 361. 

Upanishads, a •• "'• at. n • .10. 41, 
u6, wr. a88, ..,a. 

· Upls&DISamaj, 41 a. 

v a4a-galala. 1107. 
Vaishqavas, ol aria aDd tbe Telup 

CIDIIIItr)', •96; Four Vaialmava 
leetlla Ccmfersce. 198-9- . 

v allabhu, •OS. 
Valmib Samaj, 16!1. 
v edinta llldeties, 103· 
v~. 3•, .ao.s. ....,. 
Vedu, ~ 113"1Jt 127,13:t. 
Ved&SamiJ.4L 
Vedic Miaaioa. 13$1. 
Vedic SaiYatioa ArrJ1T, u7. 
Vallavu, 311. 
V'arajJ.IWlda. 1o6-8, IIJ. 
Vtra Saivu, ,101. 

Vmubaiva Ashram. .JOI. 
Viiisiiii4NiiM, 1M.1101. 
Viw!rtuada, 17, ros, __,., .157. 

.ssa. 362. ...,., 4JS. 4JS. 444; JIOI'-
• tn.it fadDa P. lOS• 
V~.SI3. 
VoiWit- PW114. .115. 
v okbligara Saagba, 314-
Vokkalips. .11..-6. 368. 

Walterkpt bjputra Hitaklrial Sabb1. 
.so&-9. 406-

Wii ~ lflditM Ul .. 2"11, 10$. 
w elleslq, •• ; hill ODilece, '· 10. 
Welliogtoa,a4-
Wcaloct. Lord, 410. 
w ......... c--. r.w. aro. 
White, E.J. S., s.w. 
Wido.-..cetidom. ..,OL 
Widow~ o. :u, 15, 16. u. ·,, 

337 • .J87. 401-1, 417. 
Widow-remarriage. 15, •.s. 43. .S. 

79. ua. •84. ,.., aaa. .sSg. 401-1, 
417, 4JI. 

W'Jdotn' lloma, II, ,1.30, Wo .J8o. 
390. 303. lOS. 403"'4· 

Wi!klD.t. Cbarlel, 7, 196. 
w~ Dr.Jolm. .a. ,., a.. 
W-lledical Missioaariel, II• 

Womea Missioa&ries, -w-·· 'WOdt ror nmea. ao. .., 
~s, ..... 
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World-spheres, 158, 168. 
World-Teacher, a new, prophesied, 

174-

Yantra, 304· 
Young Men'• Chri$tian Association, •s. 423; copied, 8o, us, 178, 329, 

34J. 444· 

Zar-Adusht Hannish, 17, 346. 
zenana. BJ, 86, os. oo. 17 s. 394. 

4o6-7. 417, 432. 
ZenAna work, 10, 392. 
Zoroastrian Association, 346. 
Zoroastrian Conference, 88 if., 345· 
Zoroastrianism, 8x ; an eclectic form 

of, 17, 346-7· 

l'rintecl ill tbo Voitecl Stata af America,' 


