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PREFACE 

WE do a great deal of State Doctoring in England 
-more than is commonly realised-and our arrange
ments have got into a tangle, which urgently needs 
straightening out. Everywhere there is a duplication 
of authorities and more or less overlapping of work. 
We are spending out of the rates and taxes, in one 
way or another, directly on sickness and Public 
Health, a vast sum of money annually-no man 
knows how much, but it certainly amounts to six 
or seven millions sterling. The greater part of this 
sum goes for the maintenance and treatment of the 
patients after we have let them become sick ; some 
more is absorbed in what is but a skimpy remunera
tion for the large number of doctors employed in the 
State Medical Service; whilst relatively little is 
devoted to the most economical method of dealing 
with the problem, namely, prevention. For the· 
most part, just as in early Victorian times, instead of 
preventing the occurrence of disease, we choose to 
let it happen, and then find ourselves driven to try 
expensively to cure it. Even when it has happened, 
we do our best (except with regard to ·three or four 
selected kinds) to avoid treating the case at the 
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beginning of the trouble. In the Poor Law branch 
of our State Medical Service, we spend, it is said, 
something like two millions a year as the direct 
result of one disease alone (tuberculosis). It seems 
that we know now that most of the consumptive 
patients who die in our workhouses could have been 
cured if they bad been taken thoroughly in hand 
in time, instead of too late. Nevertheless we 
deliberately go on trying, by the very rules by which 
we fetter the State Medical organisation that deals 
with these patients, to prevent them from coming to 
us until they are so far gone in the disease as to have 
become technically "destitute." Incidentally also, 
until they have become actually incurable! Mean
while, as is now being revealed to us, a vast amount 
of sickness goes altogether untreated, with the result 
of grave damage to our population, and unnecessary 
loss of productive capacity to the community as a 
whole. 

Now, we put up with this waste, and we allow our 
statesmen to postpone the task of straightening out 
the tangle, very largely Lecause we are not aware 
of the facts. There is no popular description of 

·our existing State Doctoring. Many worthy people, 
thinking themselves educated, don't even know of its 
exi~tence. There is not even an official report setting 
forth exactly what is being done and left undone for 
sickness and the Public Health in the different towns 
and rural districts. There . are no medical statistics 
as to our success or failure with regard to this disease 
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or to that-we don't even know how many patients 
are under treatment by the State Doctors, let alone 
how many are restored to health. There is no 
systematic inspection of this not inconsiderable part 
of the nation's collective activities. It is actually 
impossible to ascertain how many municipal hospitals 
there are in existence in the United Kingdom, or 
how many patients they treat annually, or which 
particular diseases. What is only too painfully 
obvious is that, whilst much of our money is being 
wasted, the gaps are large. -

In the absence of any more exhaustive survey of 
our State Doctoring, made by some more highly 
qualified observer, we think that our imperfect 
sketch may be of use, if only as demonstrating the 
need for something better. The sketch was made, in 
the first place, at the instance of the Royal Com
mission on the Poor Law, to whom it was submitted 
as a Memorandum in 1907. We have enlarged and 
extended it, as far as possible bringing it up to 
date ; and we have added some explanation of the 
conclusions to which we have been led, and of the 
proposals that seem to us best calculated to stop the 
waste and to straighten out the tangle. 

'Ve .gratefully acknowledge the assistance afforded 
to us in this inquiry by many hundreds of medical 
practitioners in all branches of the profession. We 
have, wherever practicable, given references to their 
evidence before the Poor Law Commission. But to 
large numbers of them, whether private practitioners 
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or·" State Doctors," in the Poor Law Medical Service 
or in the Public Health Department, from the 
youngest recruit to those of highest official rank, 
we owe much more than their formal evidence ; and 
for what they have so courteously done -for us, we 
must content ourselves with these general thanks. 
We must, however, specially acknowledge the expert 
help afforded in the earlier part of the inquiry by 
Miss Louisa Woodcock (Somerville College, Oxford), 
M.A. (Trinity College, Dublin), M.D., B.S. (London), 
Physician to Out-patients' Department (late Patho
logist), New Hospital for Women, and Physician to 
the Canning Town Medical Mission. In another way, 
the book owes much to the labours of :J\fiss M. E. 
Bulkley, B.Se. {Eeon.), of the London School of 
Economics and Political Science. 

We cannot refrain from adding, at the risk of 
seeming impertinence, that, from one end of the 
Kingdom to the other, we have been impressed with 
the vast amount of laborious, unrecognised, and very 
ill-paid service that, out of the dictates of humanity 
which form so honourable a. tradition of the medical 
profession, is being reudered to the poor by the 
D.M.O. and the M.O.H., as well u by the private 
practitioner himself, who is ofte11 in many ways as 
much of a public servant as his brethren bearing 
official titles. Such ungrudging and devoted service 
to the community merits a less invidious method 
of remuneration and a more adequate reward. But 
it deserves more than this. We owe it to the doctors 
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not to hamper their beneficent work by clumsy 
administrative organisation. We can, at any rate, 
stand out of their way ; and this at present we are 

_ not doing. We owe it to them, at least to let them 
intervene in time, and not, by refusing to deal with 
cases at the incipient stage, to foredoom so much 
of their work to futility. They may even fairly 
ask us, as a " business " people, not, by the neglect 
of obvious preventive and hygienic measures, and 
by the failure to enforce even a minimum standard 
in the conditions of civilized existence, to condemn 
a whole profession to something very like the labours 
of Sisyphus. 

SIDNEY ~J> BEATRICE WEBB. 

n GROSVENOR RoAD, 

WESnlDiSTEB. Ell.BA.lfJUI:E..'IT, 
JuM1910. 
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Large Towns, 4 ; on the Poor Law 
(1834), 1 ; on the Poor Law (1905-
1909), 195-196; Sanitary (1869), 8, 
222 

Commission, Vice-Regal, on Poor Law 
Reform In Ireland, 221 n. 

Commissioners, ~mprovement, 10 
Commissioners, Poor Law, of 1835-

1847, 1, 2-3, 18, 20, 86 
Committee, Departmental, .on Medical 

Relief (1904), 119 ; on Physical 
Degeneration, 213 11., 214 ; on 
Working of Midwives' Act, 244 n. 

Chicken pox, neglect of cas ell of, 72, 

269 

Compensation, paid by Public Health 
Authority for propertydestroyed,l94 
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Compulsion, principle of, 10 · 
Consumption. See P'h.tkiaitl and 

Tuhel·aulosis 
" Contacts," following up of, 184, 187 ; 

grant of aliment to, 195-196, 198 
Council, Urban District, of Barry, 160, 

185 ; of Widnes, 161 
Councils, County, responsibility of, 

for health of county, 155 ; lunatic 
asylums of, 187 ; proposed organisa
tion of relief under, 221 n. ; pro
posed control of midwives by, 244 
n. See also PflhZUJ Heolth Authority 

Councils, County Borough, lunatic 
asylums of, 187 ; proposed organisa
tion of medical relief under, 221 n. 
See also P'lllJZUJ Health, Authority 

Councils, District (Urban and Rural), 
responsibility of, for health of 
district, 155. See also P'lllJZw HeoJ,th, 
.A utlwri.ty 

Curative treatment, principle of, 10 

Death-rate, general, 173-174. See also 
Mortality, lrifantue -

Deaths, percentage of, caused by 
zymotic diseases, 199 ; uncertified, 
percentage of, 212. See also 
Mortality, Irifantile 

Defectives, present condition of, 250-
252 ; recommendations of Minority 
Commissioners as to, 252 

Defectives, mentally, in general mi.J:ed 
workhouse, 91-92. See also Lunatics 

Delirium tremens, 151 
Destitution, definitions of, 40-42 . 
Destitution Authority, 175, 176, 177, 

179 ; laok ofspecialisation in institu
tions of, 111-112; inherent defects 
in medical senice administered by, 
121-129, 228-230; failure of, as to 
supervision of lives of parents, 123-
124, 260-261 ; uneonditional nature 
of relief under, 123-124, 180 ; sug
gested use of Medical Associations 
by, as a substitute for Poor Law 
medical service, 143-150 ; failure 
of, in medical relief of children, 169, 
170 ; elfect on character inherent in 
the operations of, 237-238, 239. See 
also Guardi4:M • 

Diabetes, 83, 201 
Diagnosis, by Medical Officer of Health, 

81 tL., 186-187 ; necessity for early, 
202-203 

Diarrhrea, 164, 174 
Diphtheria, 73, 186, 203 ; supply of 

antitoxin for cases of, 165; 
hospitals for, 108 n., 157, 158, 245 

Disease, prevention of, early crueade 
for, 2-3, 6-7, 199; powerlessness of 

. Poor Law Medical Service ae to, 
83- 84, 228-230, 236 ; neglect of 
principle of, in medical clubs, 139 ; 
points involved in, 198- 199; 
principles of the Public Health 
Service as to, 198-199, 231, 226; 
possibility of, 24 7 

Diseases, untreated, extent of, vi, 24"4, 
246-247 ; neglect of, among children, 
65-66, 72, 127, 167 ·169, 213 ; in
fectious, 133, 189, 199 n., 200; 
variety of, treated by municipal 
hospitals, 157, 158-162 ; notifiable, 
162-163, 163-164 ; zymotic, per
centage of deaths caused by, 199 ; 
preventable, list of, 200 ; due to 
environment, 200 ; due to personal 
habits or occupatioDII, 201-202 ; per
centage of deaths from, 202 n. 

Diseases Prevention (London) Act 
(1883), 158, 190 

Disenfranchisement, 46-47, 65 n., 
106 n. ; anomalies with regard to, 
115-117, 192-193, 215-216 

Dispensaries, free, establishment of, 
in Ireland, 7, 14 n. ; objections to, 
134-135 ; appointment of doctors 
of, in Ireland, 145 n. 

Dispensaries, Poor Law, establishment 
of, 6 ; description of arrangements 
of, 27-31 ; number of orders granted 
for, in Metropolitan Unions, 54 n. 

Dispensaries, Provident, organisation 
of, 141-142; not self-supporting, 
143-144; failure of, 144-1U, 213, 
230 ; extension o~ suggested in the 
Majority Report of the Poor Law 
Commission, 258 

Dispensers, at Poor Law Infirmaries, 
appointment and duties of, 28 n., 30 

Doctors. See 0Zub8, Medical, Medical 
O.ffic8r1, Medical Practitioner' 

Drunkards, treatment of, under Poor 
Law Authority, 260·261 

Education Authorities, Local, medical 
inspection and treatment of children 
undertaken by, 169 n., 170-172; 
hygienic discipline the result of 
medical treatment by, 172-173; 
co-operation of, with Local Health 
Authorities desirable, 232 n. ; ex
clusion of children under five by, 242 

Enteric, 108 n., 157, 158, 198, 245 
Erysipelas, 159, 184, 185, 221 
Eyesight,. of out-relief patients, ex-

amination of, 33 n. 
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"Fever," investigation of causes of, in 
1838 a.nd 1839, 2. See also Pueryeral 
Ff/fJt:r -

Friendly Societies, medical clubs of, 
135-138 ; classes taking advantage 
of, 137 n. ; opposition of, to com· 
pulsory medical insurance, 148 

Grants-in-Aid, 225, 233, 234, 250 
Guardians, conflicting policy of, with 

that of Public Health Authority, 
12-13, 73-74, 195-196; appoint
ment and remuneration of District 
Medical Officers by, 18-23 ; appoint
ment of dispensera by, 28 ""• 31 ; 
nomination of Registrar of births a.nd 
deatba by, 217 fl. ; supply of 
medicines by, 22 ""• 31, 100 ; 
supply of surgical applia.nces by, 
32 ; grant of "medical e:rlraa" by, 
32-3!, 35-36 ; grant of milk by, 
34, 181 n., 182 n. ; inadequate pro

. vision for nmsing the sick poor by, 
37-40, 58, 82 ft., 96-98, 100, 102, 
109-110, 118-119 ; lack of uni
formity in treatment of sick poor 
by, 121-122; policy of, as to 
medical relief, 45-52, 68-69, 70-71 ; 
aa to cases of venereal disease, 77 
fl. ; as to treatment of tuberculosis, 
217; experiment of, at Lambeth, 
124 n. ; transfer of cases to volun
tary hospitals by, 150-151 ; medical 
relief of school children neglected 
by, 169; inspection of "baby 
farms" by, li9 fl. ; treatment of 
ca..<es of infections disease by, 192-
193 ; varying practices of, as to 
payment of doctor's fee in dillicnlt 
midwifery cases, 62, 175-li6, 244ft. 
See also DestitutWI& A utlwrity 

Health Committees. See PrWlic 
Health A utlwrity 

Health Visitol'!l, employment of, 166-
167, liO, 182, 235 ; nature of work 
of, li4-175, 178-180, 183-185; ap
pointment of, sanctioned by Parlia
ment, 177 ; objects to be gained by 
the work of, 178-180, 185, 207 t1. 

Home conditions, of sick poor, unsatis
factory, liS ; neglect of, nuder Poor 
Law J\ledical Service, 83, 123-124, 
126-127; neglec\ of, by Provident 
Dispensaries and Medical Clubs, 
139-1-lO, 144, 150 n. 

"Hospital abnse," remedy for, 257-
258 

Hospital "letters," use of, 166-167 

Hospitals, mUDicipal, number of, 90 n., 
156, 235 ; in various large towns, 
156-157, 159-161; diseases treated 
by, 157, 158-162 ; absence of 
government inspection of, 158 n. ; 
out-patients' departments of, 166, 
235 ; charge for maintena.nce in, 
189-193 

Hospitals, voluntary, objections to 
out- patients' departments of, 131-
134; cases treated by, 143-144; 
traDsfer of cases to, 'by Guardians, 
150 ; accommodation in, 151 ; 
limitations of, 151-163 

Hygiene, domestic, importance of, 
with regard to infantile mortality, 
1U n. 

Imbeciles. See Dqectituu, Mtntally 
Impetigo, 166 
Improvement Commissioners. See 

CommisaioMr8, lmp1'(1fJelllent 
"Income limit," for gratuitous medical 

treatment, 137, 255 
Infant Life Protection Act. See 

Ohildrtt~. .Act, 1908 
Infantile mortality. See Morlalit11 
Infants, absence of medical inspection 

of, 209, 241, 242 ; lack of medical 
attenda.nce for, 212-213 ; suggestion 
of Minority Commissioners as to 
treatment of, 242-24,3, See also 
Mortality, Jnfantik 

Infirmaries, Poor Law, provision of, 6 ; 
unwillingness of sick to enter, 103 ; 
number of, in Metropolis, 104 n. ; 
organisation of, in varioua large 
towns, 104 ""• 105 fl. ; paying 
patients in, 104 ""• 108, 113-115; 
number of patients in, 106 n. ; 
anomalies with regard to disen
franchisement resulting from treat
ment in, 106 n., 116-117; surgical 
cases in, 107 ; lack of specialisation 
in, 107, 111-113; cost of mainten
ance in, 108 "·; comparison of, 
with voluntary hospitals, 108, 109; 
inadequate medical and nursing 
staff or, 109 ; lack of inspection of, 
110 ; attenda.nce of medical students 
in, forbidden, 110-111 ; diversity in 
social classes of persons using, 113-
115, 122-123 ; transfer of patients 
from, to voluntary hospitals, 150, 
152 ; development of, in Scotland, 
117-118 

lnftuen2, 73 n., 163, 164 
lnSD18nce, Medical, 136 ; failure of, 

141; suggested system of 143; 
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combined with free choice of doctors, 
142, 145, 148 -150; compulsory, 
impracticable, 147-148 

International Congress on Tuberculosis, 
at Paris, 1905, 76 n. 

Isolation hospitals. Seettnder Hospitals, 
Munici,PIU 

Isolation Hospitals Act (1893), 158 n. 

Local Education Authorities. See 
Education A utlwritiea, Local, 

Local Government Board, formation of, 
8 ; requirements of, as to appoint
ment of District Medical Officers, 15-
16, 23 n. ; as to dispensaries, 28 ; 
instructions of, as to supply of ex
pensive drugs, 22 n., 95 n. ; as .to 
medical relief, 41-42 ; as to relief 
on loan, 49 n. ; as to notification of 
phthisis among pauper population, 
163 ; as to notification of births, 
177 n. ; statements of, as to number 
of cases treated, misleading, 53 n. ; 
suggestion of, as to payment of 
doctor in difficult midwifery cases, 
62, 244 n. ; lack of inspection. of 
medical services by, 68, 209 ; policy 
of, with regard to hospital equip
ment, 88 ; as to charge for mainten
ance in isolation hospitals, 189-190 ; 
friction between Guardians and, 101 
n. 103 n. ; decision of, as to attend
an~ of medical students in in
firmaries, 110-111 ; Division of, re
sponsible for medical services, 222-
223, 233-284 

Local Health Authority. See Pvhlic 
Health A'ldlwrity, Local, 

Lodging-houses, visits to, by Medical 
Officer of Health, 186 

London County Council, treatment of 
verminous children under, 172; 
scheme for recovery of cost by, in 
medical treatment of school children, 
255 

Lunacy, 143 
Lunatics, number of, 156 n. ; recovery 

of cost of maintenance of, 108 n., 
187, 240 

Majority Report, extension of provident 
dispensaries proposed by, 258-259 

Maternity wards, in Poor Law in· 
tirmaries, 107, 113 

Measles, 209, 221 ; neglect of, among 
children, 65, 72, 73 n., 213; 
statistics of cases of, 73 n. ; action 
of Hampstead Guardians with re· 

gard to treatment of, 7 4 n. ; notifica· 
tion of, 163 ; treatment of, in munici· 
pal hospitals, 159, 245 

Medical Associations, Provident, estab
lishment of, 141·142; failure of, 144· 
145 

"Medical extras," supply of, 32-35 ; 
difficulties with regard to the pro· 
vision of, 35·37, 138·139, 214 

" Medical Mission," 131, 135 
Medical Officers, County, proposed 

appointment of, 233 
Medical Officers, District, number of, 
· 11, 16, 54 n. ; districts served by, 

15, 17; appointment of, 15-18, 23, 
145 n. ; in Scotland, 23-24 ; supply 
of medicines by, 18, 22, 30, 31 ; 
salaries paid to, 18-23, 61, 78-79 ; 
duties of, 24 n. ; under control of 
Relieving Officer, 25·26 ; complaints 
made by, 27, 38-39 ; attendance of, 
at dispensaries, 29-30 ; effect on, of 
lavish grant of medical orders, 44 ; 
percentage of sick poor attended by, 
52-53; classes of sick attended by, 
53-57 ; special fees for midwifery 
cases paid to, 58-60 ; inspection of 
boarded-out children by, 64 n. ; 
absence of co - operat;on of, with 
Medical Officer of Health, 67 "'· ; 
lack of encouragement to and in
spection of, 67 ·68 ; complaints made 
of work of, 79-80, 81 tt, ; apprecia· 
tion of the work of, 80-82 ; absence 
of responsibility of, for home treat
ment of patients, 123-125 ; duty of, 
merely to relieve destitution, 236 

Medical Officers of Health, number of, 
11 ; subjects occupying attention of, 
11-12 • powers of, 37 ; absence of 
.co-ope~ation of, with D'-trict Medi
cal Officer, 67 ; information obtained 
by, as to diseases prevalent, 67 tt. ; 
weekly notifications to, from head 
school teachers, 163 ; treatment of 
school children by, 169, 170; re
ports to, from Health Visitors, 184 ; 
diagnosis of cases by, 186-187 

Medical Officers, School, appointment 
of, 169 n., 170-171 

Medical Officers, Workhouse, 16; ap· 
pointment or, 23 ; inadequate salary 
and attendance of, 92-95 ; supply of 
medicines by, 93, 95-96 

Medical Orders, 32 ; grant of, by Re
lieving Officer, 25-27, 40-41, 43-45, 
54 · extent of application for, 42-
43; reduction of number of, in 
various unions, 51-52 ; permanent, 
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53-54 ; 64 n. ; duration o~ 54 n. 
See also MedUal Reliif and ''Per
manent List" 

Medical practitioner, private, payment 
of fee to, in urgent midwifery cases, 
62, 175, 176, 244 n.; suggested in
terference with interests of, 230-231, 
252-253 ; safeguard to interests of, 
257, 258-259 

Medical relief, estimated numbers re
ceiving, 14 n. ; free right of sick to, 
in Ireland, 14 n. ; grant of, on loan, 
46. 48-50, 59-60 ; alleged influence 
on character of grant of, 45 n., 205-
206 ; deterrent policy with regard to, 
45-52, 69, 103 n. ; results of deterrent 
policy with regard to, 65-67, 7.1-73, 
7 4-78, 123 ; delay caused in obtain
ing, 72 ; extravagance of system of, 
H-75 ; unconditional character o~ 
123, 229. See also MedUal ()riler11 

11Iedical Relief Charities Act (1851), 
14 n. 

1\ledical Relief Disqualification Act, 46 
Medical Service, proposal as to future, 

by Dr. Downes, 247-248 
Medical Service, Poor Law, history of 

development of, 1 • 4 ; growth of 
hospital branch of, 6 ; separation 
of, from :t-nblic Health Service, lO
ll ; cost of, 68, 124 ; treatment of 
phthisis by, 75-76, 245-246 ; treat
ment of cancer by, 76-77; defects of, 
78-80, 81>-85, 214, 228, 236-238 ; 
of Scotland, 117-120; lack of uni
formity in, 121-123 ; discouragement 
of consideration of home conditions 
under, 123-124, 125, 126-127 ; inde
pendence of indoor and outdoor re
lief und£ ~. 124 ·126 ; ignoring of 
preventivp, aspect by, 126-128 ; ex
tension ·of, undesirable, 128-129; 
suggested substitution of system of 
medical insurance for, 143-150; 
conflict of, with Public Health Medi
cal Service, 195-196, 214-215, 245-
246 ; overlapping of, with Public 
Health Medical Service, 211·212, 
215 n., 217; lack of supervision by, 
of children born in the workhouse, 
241. See also Destitutiun. Authority 
and Guardians 

Medical Service, State, no popular 
description of, vi; cost of, v, 211-
212, 228 ; Divisione of Local Govern
ment Boa~ responsible for, 223-224, 
233-234 

1tiedical Service, unified, need for, 211 ; 
suggested principles governing, 217. 

218 ; evidence as to desirability of, 
218-221 ; proposals of the Minority 
Commissioners as to organisation of, 
222, 232-234, 242-243, 248-250, 
252 ; recovery of cost under, 233, 
240, 254-256 ; effect 0!1 character or 
treatment under, 259-261 

Medicines, supply of, by District 
Medical Officer, 18, 22, 31 ; by 
Medical Officer of Workhouse, 93, 
95-96 ; by Guardians, 31, 100 ; by 
club doctor, 140 ; gratuitous, by 
Public Health Authorities, 164-165; 

. desire of poor for, 82-83, 145, 147 
n., 149 

Metropolitan Asylums :Soard, hospitals 
, provided by,108 n., 156,.,157-158 
Metropolitan Poor Act (1867), 28, 111 n, 
Midwifery cases, fees to District Medical 

Officer for, 19, 58 ; use of instru
ments in, 58·59 ; grants on loan to, 
57-60 ; number of, attended by 
District Medical Officer, 61 ; difficult, 
remuneration of doctor in, 62, 
175, 176, 244 n. ; treatment of, in 
Scotland, 64 n.. ; exclusion of, in 
private medical clubs, 138 

Midwifery orders, conditions of grant 
o~ 48-49 ; number of, granted in 
Metropolitan Unions, 5411.; results 
of restriction of, 62-64 

Midwives, engagement of, by Boards 
of Guardians, 61 ; notification of 
puerperal fever by, 163 ; payment 
of doctor's fee by, 244 n. See also 
Oent1·a.l Mid'll1ives' Board 

Midwives' Act (1902), 61, 244 n. 
Milk, supply of, by Guardians, 84, 181 

n., 182 n. 
Milk di•pensaries, establishment of, 

181-182, 242 
Minister of Public Health, proposal as 

to, 222, 234 
Minority Report, conclusions of, as to 

medical service under Destitution 
Authority, 228-230, 238-239, 260· 
261 ; as to provident medical insur· 
ance, 230 ; as to medical treatment 
under voluntary agencies, 231 ; as 
to medical service on principles of the 
Public Health Service, 231·232, 235-
240; recommendations of, as t9 unified 
Medical Service, 232-234, 249-250, 
259 ; as to recovery of cost, 240, 
254-258 ; as to enforcing parental 
responsibility, 242-243 ; as to treat· 
ment of physically defective, 252 ; 
suggested objection to scheme of, 
252-253 

T 
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"Moral factor," importance of, 237-
238 

Mortality, infantile, the result of 
deterrent policy as to medical relief, 
63, 71, 72 ; rate of, 173 -174; 
inftueuce of domestic hygiene on, 
174 fl. • 

Mumps, 73 n., 163, 209 

National Committee for the Prevention 
of Destitution, 234 fl. 

Notification of Births Act (1907), 177 
Nuisances Removal and Diseases Pre

vention Act (1848), 5 
Nttrses, school, appointment of, 169 

"'·; duties of, 171, 172-173 
Nurses, training schools of Poor Law 

infirmaries for, 105 fl. ; inadequate 
staff of, in rural workhouses, 96-98 ; 
in urban workhouses, 100, 102; in 
Poor Law infirmaries, 109-110, 118-

, 119 . 
Nursing, domiciliary, need for, among 
~ the sick poor, 87-40, 58, 82 "· ; 

under Public Health Authorities, 
170, 185-186, 235 

Old-Age Pensions Act (1908), 223 
Ophthalmia, 108 n,, 166 ; statistics of 

cases of, 73 n.; suggested compulsory 
notification o~ 163-164; neonatol'llin, 
63,243 

Outdoor relie~ grant of, to sick in 
1834, 86 

Overlapping of Public Health and Poor 
Law Medical Services in treatment 
of sick, v,12, 147 n., 154-156; 211-
212; 215 ,.., 217, 243 ,.., 244-246 

Parish Council of Gla!!gow, 118, 120 "" 
Parish Councils (Scotland), 23-24 
" Parish Doctor," repugnance of sick 

poor to apply. to, 43. See also 
MedU:aZ 0./ficers, DiBtnct 

Pauper assistants, employment of, in 
nursing, 97, 100, 102, 118-119 

Pauperism, reoognised as result of ill
health, 2-3 ; deterrent effect of 
stigma o~ 45-46, 47, 65, 69, 71, 
103 n.,196 

Pediculosis, 159, 167, 170 fl. 
"Permanent List," 53-54, 64 n. See 

also MedU:al Orckf's 
Phthisis, 183, 1St, 191, 198, 201, 203, 

235 ; mortality due to neglect of 
ea,rly st&,C788 of, 75-76 ; pauperismg 
effect of, 78 ; lack of home super
vision of cases o~ 83 ; no special 

provision for, in rural workhouses, 
98 ; sanatoria for, 105 n., 113, 197 ; 
treatment of, by Local Health 
Authorities in Scotland, 162 ; notifi
cation o~ 163 ; importanc.11 of 
nutrition of families in presence of 
cases of, 197. See also TulwculosiB 

Plague, 158, 163, 195, 197, 198 
Pneumonia, 98, 164 
Police-Aided Association for clothing 

Destitute Children, 194 
Police stations, use of, in distributing 

antitoxin, 165 · 
Poorhouses (Scotland), segregation of 

phthisis cases in, 98 fl. ; inadequate 
medical and nursing staff in, 118-119 

Poor Law Act of 16011 1 
Poor Law Amendment Act (1834), 6, 

15 
Poor Law Amendment Act (1848), 62 

. Poor Law Board, lack of co-operation 
of, with Public Health Service, 9-10; 
policy of, as to treatment of sick in 
1865, 87 ; treatment of sick by, 
from 1847 to 1871, 87 ; recom
mendations of, in 1852, as to relief 
on loan, 59-60 

Poor La.w Commissioners. See Com
mi&aioMra, Poor LaiD 

Prevention of Cruelty to Children Act, 
169 

"Principles of 1834," abandonment of, 
6-7 

Privy Council, charge of Public Health 
work taken by, 5 

Public Health Act (1848), 5, 199 
Public Health Act (1872), 10 
Public Health Act (1875), 175 
Public Health (London) Act (1891), 

158, 190 
Public Health Authority, Central, 221-

227 ; history of. development of, 
1-10 ; separation of, from Poor Law 
Authority, 10-11 

Public Health Authority, Local, over
lapping of, with Poor La.w Authority, 

·v, 12, 211-212, 215 n., 217; lack of 
co-operation of, with Poor Law 
Authority, 9-10, 12-13, 195-196, 
214, 235 ; history of development 
of, 1-10; separation of, from Poor 
Law branch, 10-11; development of 
work of, 154-156, 235 ; suggested 
transference of District Medical 
Officers to, 145 n. ; hospitals of, 
158, 160, 245; gratuitous supply 
of medicines and antitoxin by, 164, 
165; inspection of school children 
by, 169-170, ltealth visiting ofillfants 
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under, 174-175, 176-180; educa-
. tional character of work of, 177-180, 

183, 198-199, 201, 205-208, 237, 
239, 261 ; inspection of "baby 
farms " by, 179 n. ; provision of 
milk by, 181-183 ; charges made by, 
for maintenance in hospitals, 188-
193 ; no charge made by, in domi
ciliary treatment of cases, 193-194; 
compensation by, for property de
stroyed in disinfection, 194 ; treat
ment of "contacts" by, 195 ; grant 
of aliment by, to dependents of 
hospital patients, 196, 197-198; 
principles forming basis of medical 
service o~ 198-199, 202-204, 231-
232 ; investigation and research by, 
205; defects o~ 208-210, 212-214; 
"relief in kind " by, 217 ; super
vision of, by Central Authority, 
221-227 ; proposed co-operation of, 
with Local Education Authority, 232 
n. ; powers of, 237 ; suggestion as to 
services to be combined under, 242 ; 
suggested treatment of birth and 
infancy under, 243 

Public Health Department, proposed, 
224-225, 234, 250 ; staff of, 226-
227 ; responsibility of, for physically 
defective, 252 · 

Puerperal fever, 159, 163, 185, 221 

Registrar of births and deaths, 67 ._, 
217 n. 

Registrar of Public Assistance, pro
posed appointment and duties of, 
255, 256, 258, 259 

Relieving Officer, power of, to harass 
the District Medical Officer, 25-26 ; 
grant of medical orders by, 25, 40, 
43-44, 57, 70, 72, 169, 178 ; nature 
of relief given by, 34 n. ; instruc
tions to, as to medical relief, 45, 47-
49, 51 ; cases sent to infirmary by, 
111 ; limitation of work of, 126, 
127 ; out-relief refused by, 196 

Removal, compulsory, of sick to in
stitutions, 99, 128-129, 229 

Removal of Nuisances Act (1846), 5 
Responsibility, parental, increase in, a 

result of medical inspection of school 
children, 172-173; individual, stimu
lus given to, by action of Health 
Authority, 180, 183, 239, 206-208, 
261 ; powerlessness of Poor Law 
Medical Service to develop, 237 • 
238, 241 ; social, creation of feeling 
of, 206-208 

Ringworm, 108 ""• 163, 166, 168, 

170 n., 171 n., 172, 184; statistics 
of cases of, 73 n • 

Rontgen-Ray process, 113, 171 n. 

Sanitary Act of 1866, 6 
Scabies, 159, 163, 166, 167,- 209 
Scarlet fever, 72, 73, 108 n., 157, 158, 

198 
Schools, training, for_ nurses, 105 n. 
Senile infirmity, cases of, treated· by 

District Medical Officer, 57-58 
"Sixpenny doctor," 31, 41 
Smallpox, 108 n., 156, 157, 158, 161, 

186, 189, 195, 198, 245 
Spectacles, supply o~ 33 n., 171 
Students, medical, attendance o~ for

bidden· in Poor Law infirmaries, 
110-111 

Surgical appliances, supply of, 82 

Teeth, artificial, supply of,.by Guardians, 
33 n. 

Town Council, of Birmingham, 157 ; 
of Brighton, 185, 191, 197 ; of 
Bristol, 215 n. ; of Cardi1f, 17 5 ; 
of Eastbourne, 191 ; of Leeds, 157, 
195 ; of Leicester, 162 ; of Liverpool, 
115, 159, 160, 175 ; of Manchester, 
157, 161, 164, 175, 176, 197; of 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, 166; of St. 
Helens, 175; of Shrewsbury, 190, 
191 

Trachoma, 198 
Trades Unions, opposition of, to com

pulsory medical insurance, 148 
Tuberculosis, 128, 143, 186; amount 

spent by State Medical Service on 
account of, vi ; neglect of early 
treatment of, 66-67, 152, 196, 218, 
216, 24 7 ; statistics of cases of, 
73 n. ; provision for, by progressive 
Boards of Guardians, 104 n., 217; 
treatment provided for, under Public 
Health Authorities, 161-162, 210; 
alternate treatment of cases by Poor 
Law and Public Health Authorities, 
2!5-246 ; International Congress on, 
1905, 76 n, See also Phthi&is 

Typhoid fel'er, 106 n., 186 
Typhus, 158, 168, 198 

Unemployed Workmen Act (1905), 228 
Universal provision, principle o~ 10 
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by Boards of Guardians, 217 n. 



WORKS BY SIDNEY AND BEATRICE WEBB 

ENGLISH POOR LAW POLICY 
Demy Bvo, pp. xiii and 379 (1910). Price 7s. 6d. net. 

IN this volume, the authors of Industrial Democracy and English 

Local Government present what is practically a history of the 

English Poor Law, so far as the policy of the central authority 

is concerned, from the Report of the Royal Commission of 

1832-4 down to that of the Royal Commission of 1905-9. 

For this work they have analysed, not only the statutes, 

but also the bewildering array of General and Special Orders, 

Circulars, Minutes, Inspectors' exhortations, and unpublished 

letters, by means of which the Poor Law Commissioners, 

the Poor Law Board, and the Local Government Board have 

sought to direct the policy of the Boards of Guardians. No 

such history has before been attempted. For the first time the 

gradual development of policy can be traced, with regard to 

children, to the sick, to the aged and infirm, to vagrants, to the 

able-bodied, etc. The reader is enabled to watch the gradual 

and almost unconscious evolution, from out of the "principles of 

1834," of what may be called the" principles of 1907 "; being 

the lines of policy to which the experience of three-quarters of a 

century had brought the administrator, when the recent Royal 

Commission overhauled the subject. Two concluding chapters 

summarise and analyse the proposals of the Majority and 
Minority Reports. 

LONGMANS, GREEN & CO. 

LONDON, NEW YORK, ,BOMBAY, AND CALCUTTA 



WORKS BY SIDNEY AND BEATRICE WEBB 

Demy 8vo, pp. xxvi and 664 (1907). Price 16s. net. 

ENGLISH LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
(THE PARISH AND THE COUNTY) 

FROM THE REVOLUTION TO THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS ACT 

Tms work, the result of eight years' research into the manuscript 

records of the Parish and the County all over England and Wales

from Northumberland t9 Cornwall, from Cardigan to Kent-combines 

history and description in a continuous narrative of extraordinary 

interest. Avoiding the questiop.s of the origin of English local institu

tions, and even of their medireval development, the authors plunge 

at once into a vivid description of the Parish Officers and the Vestry, 

Quarter Sessions and the Justices of the Peace, the Lord-Lieutenant 

and the High Sheriff, together with all the other authorities by which 

the internal administration was actually carried on. An entirely new 

view is presented of the social and political development of Parish 

Vestry and Quarter Sessions, of their relations to the Squire and the 

Incumbent, and of their attitude towards 'Parliament and the problems 

of their age. But the book is more than a contribution to history 

and political science. Practically all the counties of England and 

Wales, and literally hundreds of parishes, find place in this unique 

record of life and manners, in which are embedded not a few dramatic 

episodes of absorbing interest. It is a new picture of English life 

between 1689 and 1835 as it actually was in country and town, with 

graphic tracings of its results on national progress and on the social 

and economic problems by which we are now confronted. 
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CONTENTS 

THE PARISH 
INTRODUCTION. 

THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK OF THE PARISH, 

(a) THE AREA AND MEMBERSHIP OF THE PARISH j (b) THE 0:t."FICERS 

oF THE PARISH; (c) THE SERVANTS oF THE PARisH; (d) TnE IN
CUMBENT j (e) THE PARISH VESTRY j (j) THE PARISH AS A UNIT OF 

OBLIGATION. 

UNORGANISED PARISH GoVERNMENT. 

(a) THE PARISH OLIGARCHY j (b) GOVERNMENT BY CoNSENT j (c) THE 

UNCONTROLLED PARISH OFFICERS j (d) THE RULE OF THE Boss j 

(e) THE TURBULENT OPEN VESTRY. 

AN EXTRA-LEGAL DEMOCRACY. 

(a} THE ORGANISATION OF THE PUBLIC :rtiEETING; (b) THE Co:t.-rnoL 

OVER THE UNPAID OFFICERS; (c) A SALARIED STAFF; (d) THE PARISH 

CoMMITTEE ; (e) AN ORGANISED DEMOCRACY ; (j) THE RECALCITRANT 
}[INORITY. 

THE STRANGLING OF THE p ARISB-

(a) EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY LEGISLATION ; (b) TBE STURGES BOURNE 

ACTs; (c) THE STURGES BOURNE SELECT VESTRIES; (d) THE SALARIED 

OVERSEER; (e) THE REFERENDUM j (f) THE DEATH OF THE PARISH-

THE LEGALITY oF THE CLosE VESTRY. 

(a) THE CLOSE VESTRY BY IMMEMORIAL CUSTOM j (b) THE CLOSE 

VESTRY BY BisHOP's FACULTY; (c) THE CLOSE VESTRY BY CHURCH 

BuiLDING ACT; (d) THE CLosE VESTRY BY LocAL AcT ; (e) THE 
CoNSTITUTIONS OF CLOSE VESTRIES. 

CLOSE VESTRY ADMINISTRATION. 

(a) PROVINCIAL CLOSE VESTRIES; (b) METROPOLITAN CLOsE 

VESTRIES; (c) CLosE VESTRY ExCLUSIVENESS; (d) TBE WoRST AND 
THE BEST. 

TBE REFORM OF THE CLOSE VESTRY. 

(a) THE AssAULTS THAT FAILED j (b) A LONDON MOVEMENT j 
(c) OPENING THE CLOSE VESTRY. 

THE COUNTY 
INTRODUCTION, 

THE LEGAL CoNSTITUTION OF THE CoUNTY. 

(a) TaB AREA AND DIVIsioNs OF THE CoUNTY; (b) THE CusTos 

RoTULORUM; (c) THE SHERIFF AND BIB CouRT; (d) THE HIGH CoN

STABLE j (e) THE CORONER; (f) THE CoMMISSION OF THE PEACE; 

(g) COUNTY SERVICE j (h) AN ORGAN OF NATIONAL GOVERNMENT. 
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ON BOllE ANOIU.LOUB COUNTY JURIBDIC'riONB, INCLUDING THE COUNTIEll 
PALATINE. 

THE RULERS 01!' THE CoUNTY. 

(a) NU:HBBR AND DISTRIBUTION OF JUSTICES; (b) THE JusTICE OF. 

MEAN DEGREE; (c) THE TRADING JusTICE; (d) THE CouRT JusTICE ; 

(e) THE. SYCOPHANT JusTICE AND RURAL TYRANT; (f) THE MoUTH· 

PIECE OF THE CLERK; (g) THE CLERICAL JUSTICE j (h) THE LEADER 

OF THE PARISH; (i) LEADERS OF THE COtn.'TY; (j) THE LORD· 

LIEUTENANT AND THE HIGH SHERIFF ; (k) CLASS EXCLUSIVENESS. 

CoUNTY ADMINISTRATION BY JUSTICES OUT OF SESSIONS. 

(a) THE "SINGLE JusTICE"; (b) THE "DoUBLE JusTICE"; (c) THE 

SPECIAL SESSIONS j (d) PETTY SESSIONS j (e) THE SERVANTS OF THE 

JusTICES; (f) THE SPHERE OF JusTicES "oUT OF SESSIONs." 

THE CoURT OF QuARTER SESSIONS. 

(a) THE Tn.u: AND PLACE oF MEETING ; (b) THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 

CouRT j (c) THE PROCEDURE OF THE CouRT ; (d) ADMINISTRATION BY 

JUDICIAL PROCESS; (c) THE GRAND JuRY; {f) THE HUNDRED JURY; 

(g) PREsENTMENTS BY CoNSTABLES ; (h) PRESENTMENTS BY JusTICEs. 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN EXTRA-LEGAL CoNSTITUTION. 

I. THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE. 

(a) THE HIGH SHERIFF AND HIS BAILIFFS; (b) THE HIGH CoN

STARLB; (c) THE CLERK oF THE PEACE; (d) THE CouNTY TREASuRER; 

(e) THE Cotn."TY SURVEYOR; (/) ExECUTIVE MAusRIFTB ; (g) CoM

MITTEES OF JuSTICES. 

II. AN INCHOATE PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE. 

III. AN EXTRA-LEGAL CoUNTY OLIGARCHY. 

THE REACTION AGAINST THE RULERS OF THE COUNTY. 

{a) THE BREAKDOWN OF THE MIDDLESEX BENCH; (b) THE LAcK OF 

JusTICES; (c) THE REsTRICTION oF PUBLIC HousES ; {d) THE JusTICEs' 

PooR LAW; (e) THE GROWTH oF CouNTY ExPENDITURE; (f) THE 

SEVERITY OF THE GAME LAWS; (g) THE STOPPING UP OF FooTPATHS; 

(h) THE STRIPPING OF THE OLIGARCHY; (i) WHY THE JUSTICES 

SURVIVED. 

LONGMANS, GREEN & CO. 

LONDON, NEW YORK, BOMBAY, AND CALCUTTA 
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WORKS BY SIDNEY AND BEATRICE WEBB 

Oemy 8vo, pp. viii and 858, in 2 volumes (1908). Price 25s. net. 

ENGLISH LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
(THE MANOR AND THE BOROUGH) 

FROM THE REVOLUTION TO THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS ACT 

IN this second instalment of their English Local Government 

the authors apply their method of combined history and analysis 

to the fascinating story of the towns and the manorial com

munities, of which several hundreds find mention, belonging to 

all the counties of 'England and Wales. .An interesting new 

account is given, from unpublished materials, of the organisation 

and development in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries of 

the Manor and its several Courts, with picturesque glimpses of 

the hitherto undescribed part played by the Jury in the common

field agriculture. But the Manor is shown to be also the 

starting-point for a whole series of constitutional developments, 

passing through grade after grade of Manorial Borough, hitherto 

undescribed, into the complete Municipal Corporation. This, 

too, is analysed and described in a way never before attempted, 

so as to make the strangely interesting life of the towns live 

before us. A special chapter is devoted to the Boroughs of 

Wales, in which their national peculiarities are brought out. 

Their extensive study of the manuscript records enable the 

authors to set forth the inner working of the " Municipal 

Democracies" that existed alo.ngside the chartered oligarchies, 
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with their many analogies to modern American cities ; and to 

bring vividly to notice the conditions and limitations of succes- ' 

· sive Democratic government. There is an interesting sketch of 

English hierarchies of town government, chief among them being 

the Cinque Ports, the constitutional position of which is 

presented in a new light. The anomalous history of the City 

of Westminster is explored by the light of the unpublished 

archives of its peculiar municipal organisation. .An altogether 

novel view is presented of the constitutional development of the 

greatest municipality · of all, the Corporation of the City of 

London, to which no fewer than 124 pages are devoted. The 

work concludes with a picturesque account of the " :Municipal 

Revolution" of 1835, and the Homeric combat of Brougham 

and Lyndhurst which ended in the Municipal Reform· Act 

of 1835. 

CONTENTS 
INTltODUOTION. 

THE LORD'S COURT-

(a) THE LAWYER's VIEW OF THE LoRn's CouRT. 

(b) THE CouRT BARON. 

(c) THE CouRT LEET. 

THE COURT IN RUINS-

(a) THE HIERARCHY OF COURTS. 

(b) THE CoURT OF THE HUNDRED. 

(c) THE CouRT OF THE MANOR : 

(i.) THE BA.14BURGH CouRTs. 

(ii.) THE CoURT LEET OF THE SAVOY. 

(iii.) THE CoURT LEET AND COURT BARON OP MANCHESTER. 
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TRE MANORIAL BoROUGR-

(a) TRE VILLAGE MEETING. 

(b) TRE CRARTERED TOWNSHIP, 

(c) THE LoRDLESS CouRT. 

(d) THE LoRD's BOROUGH. 

(e) TRE ENFRANCHISED MANORIAL BOROUGH. 

Ul MANOR AND GILD. 

(g) ARRESTED DEV~PMENT AND DECAY. 

TRE CITY AND BoROUGH OF WESTMINSTER

(a) BURLEIGH's CONSTITUTION. 

(b) MUNICIPAL ATROPHY, 

TRE BoRoUGHS OF WALEs-

(a) INCIPIENT .AUTONOMY, 

(b) THE WELSH MANORIAL. BOROUGH. 

(c) THE WELSH MuNICIPAL CORPORATION. 

THE MuNICIPAL CoRPORATION-

(a) THE INSTRUMENT OF INCORPORATION. 

(b) CORPORATE JURISDICTIONS, 

(c) CORPORATE OBLIGATIONS, 

(d) THE AREA OF THE CORPORATION. 

(e) THE MEM11ERSHIP OF THE CoRPORATION. 

(/) THE SERVANTS OF THE CORPORATION. 

(g) THE CHIEF OFFICERS OF THE CORPORATION. 

(h) THE HEAD OF THE CORPORATION. 

(i) THE BAILIFFS. 

(j) THE HIGH STEWARD AND THE RECORDER. 

(k) THE CHAMBERLAIN AND THE ToWN CLERK. 

(l) THE CoUNTY OFFICERS OF THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, 

(m) THE MAYOR'S BRETHREN AND THE MAYOR'S COUNSELLORS. 

(n) THE CouRTS OF THE CoRPORATION. 

(o) COURTS OF CIVIL JuRISDICTION. 

(p) THE COURT LEET. 

(q) THE BoROUGH CoURT OF QUARTER SESSIONS. 

(r) COURTS OF SPECIALISED JURISDICTION, 

(3) THE ADMINISTRATIVE COURTS OF THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, 

(t) THE MUNICIPAL CONSTITUTIONS OF 1689. 

MUNICIPU DISINTEGRATION-

(a) THE RISE OF THE CORPORATE MAGISTRACY. 

(b) THE DECLINE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL. 

(c) THE EsTABLISHMENT OF NEw STATUTORY AuTHORITIEs. 

(d) THE PASSING OF THE FREEMEN. 

(e) THE MINGLING OF GROWTH AND DECAY. 
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ADMINISTRATION BY CLOSE 0oRPORATION8-

(l'ENZANC~ LEEDS, COVENTRY, BRISTOL, LEICESTER, AND LIVERPOOL.) 

ADMINISTRATION BY MUNICIPAL DEMOCRACIES-

(MORPETH1 BERWICK•U.PON-TwEED, NORWICH, AND IPSWICH.) 

THE CITY OF LONDON-

(a) THE LEGAL CONSTITUTION OF THE CITY. 

(b) THE SERVICE OF THE CITIZEN TO HIS WARD. 

(c) THE PRECINCT. 

(d) 'J.'HE INQUEST OF THE WARD, 

(e) THE CoMMoN CoUNCIL OF THE WARD. 

(/) THE DECAY OF wARD GoVERNMENT. 

(g) THE COURT OF COMMON HALL. 

(h) THE CoURT OF COMMON CouNCIL. 

<~1 THE COURT OF ALDERME.."i. 

(j) THE SHRIEVALTY. 

(k) THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LoRD MAYOR.. 

(l) THE OFFICERS OF THE CORPORATION. 

(?It) A RATEPAYERS' DEMOCRACY. 

THE MUNICIPAL REVOLUTION-

(a} ToWARDS THE REVOLUTION. 

(b) INsTALMn"TS OF REFoRM. 

(c) THE RoYAL CoMMISSION-

(d) AN ALTERNATIVE JUDGMENT. 

(e) THE WHIG BILL. 

(/) THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS ACT, 

INDEX OF 8UJIJECTS. 

INDEX: OF AUTHORS AND OTHER PERSONS. 

INDEX OF PLACES. 

LONG:M:ANS, GREEN & CO. 

LONDON, NEW YORK, BOMBAY, AND CALCUTTA 
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SOME PRESS NOTICES OF 

ENGLISH LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

" A. book of the deepest, even of fascinating interest. Here for the first 
time we have a real study of local life in England, in village and town and 
country. , • . Everywhere we follow the gallant fights of humane and just 
men whose stories are scattered through these pages, along with the sharp 
dealings of the astute. Familiar names meet us-a great-uncle of Cecil 
Rhodes making his 'Empire' in St. Pancras ; the novelist Fielding cutting 
down the gains of the magistrate who preyed on the poor •• , . Noble :figures 
stand out among the ignoble. As in the parish, the rulers of the county 
• . . found themselves left free • • . to administer as they thought fit. · 
They used the power fully ; governed, legislated, silently transformed their 
constitution, and showed themselves capable of the same extremes as the men 
of the parish, except that they never surrendered to the ' boss.' , • . We 
have only .touched here on the tale the authors give, so absorbing in interest 
to any Englishman. . , , The best tribute to the writers of this most valuable 
work is the difficulty of turning away for comment or criticism from the 
subjects they present in such a vigorous and human form. , . • They have 
opened a new chapter in English history."-Mrs. J. R. GREEN, in Westminster 
Gazette. 

" Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Webb's monumental work on our local institutions 
must be a source at once of pride and of something a little like shame. Here 
at last we have a book which is more than worthy to be placed beside those 
of the great continental writers on the subject. • • • Mr. and Mrs. Sidney 
Webb are as learned as the Prussian, as lucid as the Frenchman, and as 
scholarly and careful as the Austrian. . , , If it is literature to present a 
singularly vivid picture of a past stage of society, to render it real and lifelike 
by a careful selection and skilful grouping of illustrative details, and to 
explain its meaning with clearness, sound judgment, and not infrequent 
touches of quiet humour, then assuredly is this volume literary as well as 
learned .... Packed as it is· with quotations and references, it is full of 
transcripts from life which one reader at least has found more fascinating 
than many of the efforts made to revivify the past through the medium of 
historical romance or romantic history. The story of the rise, the decline, 
and the fall of the parish autonomy and the old county oligarchy is in itself 
a sort of epic not wanting in the elements of adventure, and even of tragedy. 
• • . Here and there a remarkable personality emerges.''-Mr. SIDNEY Low, 
in Standard. 

"Without exaggeration it may be said that this work will necessitate the 
rewriting of English history. • • • We are ushered into a new world, full of 
eager and heated interest. . • • The authors have contrived to make these 
dead .bones live. Everywhere are peepholes into the lives of the people, and 
occ~Ionally a connected story • • , throws a flood of light on English 
soc~ety. There is not a chapter which is not full of facts of general interest, 
while the whole volume . . • will be altogether indispensable to the serious 
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student. • • • There is a fascinating tale of the ' boss ' of Bethnal Green. 
A history of the English people, richer in local colour, more comprehensive 
in its survey of social affairs, and more truly human in its sympathies 

'than any treatise hitherto given to the public."-Mr. R. A. BRAY, in 
Daily N e'IDs. 

"Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Webb continue their laborious and luminous studies 
of English local institutions. In the last two volumes we find the same charac
teristics as those already published respecting the parish and the county-a 
minute investigation conducted not in the spirit of the antiquary, but with 
an eye to realities which are of interest to the politician, the historian, and 
the economist ; an examination of the vast mass of printed matter on the 
subject, much of it practically inaccessible; and exhaustive enquiry among 

·unedited manuscript records, some of them probably never before read. A 
few lines in the text or in a footnote are the results of prolonged local in
vestigation ; a few unobtrusive words at the close of a sentence, or qualify
ing some general statement, are the fruits of a careful search among 
the muniments of some corporation. We cannot speak too highly of the 
industry and patience which these volumes attest. They possess even rarer 
merits. The whole subject is set in a new light. We get away from 
traditional formulre and conceptions. We see the local institutions at work, 
and they appear very different from what they are represented by lawyers to 
be."-Times. 

"If it be true, as many deep thinkers maintain, that history affords the 
only sure key to a thorough knowledge of political institutions, then the 
work of which. these two learned and elaborate volumes form a part is indis
pensable to every serious student of English Local Government, for the 
history of that subject has never yet been expounded with such completeness 
and so scientific an impartiality. • • • A pioneer in a new way of writing 
the history of institutions •••• By the skill with which they present the 
general movement of institutional developments as the outgrowth of natural 
forces, and constantly illustrate it by particular points of actuality and human 
interest, these writers have given new life to a study too long neglected.''
Scotsman. 

"Closely packed tomes, crowded with detail, and exhibiting the result of 
a sum of research and investigation which leaves the indolent, irresponsible 
reviewer almost wordless with respectful admiration. . . . Such a collection 
of original material has been weighed and sifted as might move the envy of 
any German professor."-Evening Standard. 

"For years to come they will still be sifting, amassing, arranging, but 
their reputation as the foremost investigators of fact now amongst us is likely 
to be confirmed rather than shaken. Their work is as minute in detail as 
it is imposing in mass. In their patience they possess their intellect, and 
they remind us of the scholar with a magnifying glass in a picture by Jan 
van Eyck." -0b86T11eT. 
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WORKS BY SIDNEY AND BEATRICE WEBB 

THE BREAK-UP OF THE POOR LAW 
BEING PART I. OF THE MINORITY REPORT OF THE POOR LAW 

COMMISSION 

EDITED, WITH lNTRODUCTION1 BY SIDNEY AND BEATRICE WEBB 

Demy 8vo, xx and 604 pp. 7s. 6d net. Uniform with 
"English Local Government" 

BLUEBOOKS, it has been said, are places of burial. The original edition 
of the Report of the Royal Commission on the Poor Law and the 
Agencies dealing with the Unemployed is a ponderous tome of seven 
pounds weight, crowded with references, footnotes, and appendices, 
impossible either to handle or to read. Mr. and Mrs. Webb have, 
therefore, rescued from this tomb the Minority Report signed by the 
Dean of Norwich, Messrs. Chandler and Lansbury, and Mrs. Webb , 
herself. By omitting all the notes and references, and printing the 
text in clear type on a convenient octavo page, they present the reader 
with something which he can hold with comfort by his fireside. 

This Minority Report is a new departure in such documents. 
More than 20,000 copies have already been disposed of, and 
it is still selling like the last new novel. It is readable and even 
exciting. It is complete in itself. It presents, in ordered sequence, 
page by page, a masterly survey of what is actually going on in 
our workhouses and in the homes of those maintained on Outdoor 
Relief. It describes in precise detail from carefully authenticated 
evidence what is happening to the infants, to the children of school 
age, to the sick, to the mentally defective, to the widows with children 
struggling on their pittances of Outdoor Relief, to the aged and infirm 
inside the workhouse and outside. It sets forth the overlapping 
of the Poor Law with the newer work of the Education and Public 
Health Authorities, and the consequent waste and confusion. It gives 
.a graphic vision of the working of the whole Poor Law machinery in 
all parts of the United Kingdom, which is costing us nearly twenty 
millions sterling per annum. 

The volume concludes with a Scheme of Reform, of novel and far
reaching character, which is elaborately worked out in detail involvinu 
the abolition of the workhouse, the complete disappearadce of th~ 
Poor Law, and the transfer of the care of the children, the sick the 
mentally defective, and the aged to the several committees or' the 
:rown and County Councils. already administering analogous services, 
m order that we may now, m the twentieth century, set ourselves to 
prevent destitution, instead of waiting until it occurs. 

LONGMANS, GREEN & CO. 
LONDON, NEW YORK, BOMBAY, .AND CALCUTTA 
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WORKS BY SIDNEY AND BEATRICE WEBB 

THE PUBLIC ORGANIZATION OF 
THE LABOUR MARKET 

BEING PART II. OF THE MINORITY REPORT OF THE POOR LAW 
COMMISSION 

EDITED, WITH INTRODUCTION, BY SIDNEY AND BEATRICE WEBB 

Demy Svo, xvi and 332 pp. 5s. net. Uniform with 
"English Local Government• 

THE Problem of the Unem,ployed, which the Royal Commission 
on the Poor Law was incidentally set to solve, is the question of 
the day. Part II. of the Minority Report deals with it in a 
manner at once comprehensive and complete. The whole of the 
experience of the Poor Law Authorities, and their bankruptcy 
as regards the destitute able-bodied, is surveyed in vivid and 
picturesque detail There is a brief account of the work of 
Voluntary Agencies. A lucid description is then given, with 
much new information, of the movement started by Mr. Chamber
lain in 1886, which culminated in the Unemployed Workmen 
Act of·l905. The story is told of the various experiments and 
devices that have been tried during the past twenty years, the 
Relief Works and the Farm Colonies, etc. This leads up to an 
altogether novel descriptive analysis of the Unemployed of to-day, 
who they actually are, and what they really need. The final 
chapter on Proposals for Reform gives, in elaborate detail, the 
Minority's plan for solving the whole problem of Unemployment 
-not by any vague and chimerical panacea, but by a series of 
administratively practicable reforms, based on the actual experi
ence of this and other countries, which are within the compass 
of the Cabinet, and could, if desired, be carried in a single session 
of Parliament. 

LONGMANS, GREEN & CO. 
LONDON, NEW YORK, BOMBAY, AND CAWUTTA 
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THE STATE AND THE DOCTOR 
Demy 8vo, pp. viii and 276 (1910). Price 6s. net. 

IN this work a great deal that will be new to the ordinary citizen 
is brought to light. The authors show that we do a great deal 
of State Doctoring in England-more than is commonly realised 
-and that our arrangements have got into a tangle, which 
urgently needs straightening out. Everywhere there is a dupli- · 
cation of authorities, and more or less overlapping of work. We 
are spending out of the rates and taxes, in one way or another, 
directly on sickness and Public Health, a vast sum of money 
annually-no man knows how much, but it certainly amounts 
to six or seven millions sterling. Meanwhile, as is now being 
revealed to us, a vast amount of sickness goes altogether un
treated, with the result of grave damage to our population, and 
unnecessary loss of productive capacity to the community as a 
whole. 

The authors suggest that we put up with this waste, and we 
allow our statesmen to postpone the task of straightening out 
the tangle, very largely because we are not aware of the facts. 
There has hitherto been no popular description of our State 
Doctoring. Many worthy people, thinking themselves educated, 
do not even know of its existence. There is not even an official 
report setting forth exactly what is being done and left undone 
for sickness and the Public Health in the different parts of the 
kingdom. 

But the authors do not content themselves with a picture of 
the costly and wasteful muddle that our responsible statesmen 
allow, session after session, to continue unreformed. The work 
concludes with a remarkable series of proposals for " straighten
ing out the tangle "-proposals based on the very authoritative 
evidence received by the Royal Commission on the Poor Law, 
supported not only by the administrators, but also by a large 
section of the medical profession, and rapidly commending them
selves to the unprejudiced enq'!irer. 

LONGMANS, GREEN & CO. 
LO~DON, NEW YORK, BOMBAY, AND CALCUTTA 
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WORKS BY SIDNEY AND BEATRICE WEBB 

THE HISTORY OF TRADE UNIONISM 
Demy 8vo i Eighth Thousand i New Edition, with New Introductory 

Chapter; xxxiv and 558 pp. (1907). 

Price 7s. &d. net. 

Tms work descn"bes, not only the growth and development of the Trade 
Union Movement in the United Kingdom from 1700 down to the end of 
the nineteenth century, but also the structure and working of the present 
Trade Union organisation in the United Kingdom. Founded almost 
entirely on material hitherto unpublished, it is not a mere chronicle of 
Trade Union organisation or record of stn"kes, but gives, in effect, the 
political history of the English working class during the last one hundred 
and fifty years. The opening chapter describes the handicraftsman in 
the toils of the industrial revolution, striving vainly to retain the 
medireval regulation of his Standard of Life. In subsequent chapters 
the Place Manuscripts and the archives of the Priory Council and the 
Home Office enable the authors to picture the struggles of the early 
Trade Unionists against the Combination Laws, and the remarkable 
Parliamentary manipulation which led to their repeaL The private 
records of the various Societies, together with contemporary pamphlets 
and working-class newspapers, furnish a graphic account of the hitherto 
undescribed outburst of "New Unionism" of 1830-34, with its 

revolutionary aims and subsequent Chartist entanglements. In the 
course of the narrative we see the intervention in Trade Union history 
of Francis Place, Joseph Hume, J. R. M'Culloch, Nassau Senior, 
William the Fourth, Lord Melbourne, Robert Owen, Fergus O'Connor, 
Thomas Slingsby Duncombe, John Bright, the Christian Socialists, the 
Positivists, and many living politicians. The hidden influence of 
Trade Unionism on English politics is traced from point to point, new 
light being incidentally thrown upon the defeat of Mr. Gladstone's 
Government in 187 4:. A detailed analysis is given of the economic 
and political causes which have, since 1880, tended to divorce the 
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The Ht"story of Trade Uniont"sm-contd. 

Trade Union Movement from its alliance with "official Liberalism." 

A new introductory chapter brings the story down to the last few 

years. The final chapter describes the Trade Union world of to-day 

in all its varied features, including a realistic sketch of actual Trade 

Union life by a Trade Union Secretary, and a classified census founded 

on the authors' investigations into a thousand separate Unions in all parts 

of the country. A coloured map represents the percentage which the 

Trade Unionists bear to the population of each county. A bibliography 

of Trade Union literature is appended (which, together with that given 

in Industrial Democracy, affords a unique index of almost every available 

source of information). 

CBA.P. 

CONTENTS 

INTRODUCTION TO THE NEW EDITION. 

PREFACE. 

I. THE ORIGINS OF TRADE UNIONISM. 

II. THE STRUGGLE FOR ExisTENCE (1799·1825). 

III. THE REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD (1829-1842). 

IV. THE NEW SPIRIT AND THE NEW MODEL (1843-1860). 

V. THB JUNTA A.l!ID THEIR ALLIES (1860-1875), 

VI. SECTIONAL DEVELOPMENTS (1863-1885). 

VII. THE OLD UNIONISM AND THE NEW (1875-1889). 

VIII. THE TRADE UNION WORLD. 

APPENDIX 

ON THE .ASslTMED CoNNECTION BETWEEN THE TRADE UNIONS AND THE GILDS IN 

DUBLIN-SLIDING SCALES-THE SUMMONS TO THE FIRST TRADE UNION 

CONGRESS-DISTRIBUTION OF TRADE UNIONISTS IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 

-THE PROGRESS IN MEMBERSHIP OJ' PARTICULAR TRADE UNIONs-LIST 

OF PuBLICATIONS ON TRADE UNIONS AND CoMBINATIONS OF WoRKMEN. 
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The History of Trade Unionism-con/d. 

"A masterly piece of work."-Timu. 

"To the politician • • • an invaluable guide."-Obsenler. 

"An admirably lucid presentation of a great mass of complicated facts. 

Its very footnotes display a wealth of material such as would have amply 

sufficed to tum each note into an article of considerable length. In the 

learning they exhibit, and the concise and decisive way in which they settle 

important subsidiary questions and side-issues, they remind us of the notes 

in such monuments of German industry and erudition as Zeller's Grieckische 

PhilosCYJ!hie. • • • The result is a full, clear, and co~densed history such as 

can have few parallels. • . • ·We may fairly repeat that the book is a mMter

piece of lucidity of knowledge. Every page is of value, and nearly every 

eentence contains a fact."-Speaker. 

"Readable every word of it. There is plenty of excitement and plenty 

of romance in the book."-Queen. 

"As fascinating reading as a well-written novel."-Ootton Factory Times. 

"Infinitely-painstaking, comprehensive, clear and acute, the first correct 

and scholarly history of Trade Unionism in England. • • • Marked by 

immense research. • . • The book must find a permanent place upon the 

shelf of every student of Economics. ••• Undeniably marked by the 

qualities of true history - fulness, accuracy, and clear connection in 

the presentation of Cacts."-Newcastle Chrcm:icle. 

"It would not be easy to overestimate the value and importance of their 

admirable and masterly work • • • not likely to be superseded for some 

time to come."-Economic Review. 

LONGMANS, GREEN & CO. 

LONDON, NEW YORK, BOMBAY, AND CALCUTI'A 
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WORKS BY SIDNEY AND BEATRICE WEBB 

INDUSTRIAL DEMOCRACY 
Demy 8vo; Seventh Thousand ; New Edition in 1 vol., with New Introduc

tory Chapter; lxi and 929 pp. (1907), with Two Diagrams. 

Price 12s. net. 

ADVERTISEMENT 

IN this work the authors of The History af Trade Unionism deal, not 
with the past, but with the present. They describe, with the 
systematic detail of the scientific observer, and in the same objective 
spirit, all the forms of Trade Unionism, Factory Legislation, and other 
regulation of industry to be found within the British Isles. The 
whole structure and function of Labour Organisations and Restrictive 
Legislation in every industry is analysed and criticised in a manner 
never before attempted. The employer in difficulties with his work
men, the Trade Unionist confronted with a new assault upon his 
Standard Rate, the politician troubled about a new project for Factory 
Legislation, the public-spirited citizen concerned as to the real issues 
of a labour dispute, will find elucidated in this work the very problems 
about which they are thinking. It is a storehouse of authenticated 
facts about every branch of "the Labour Question," gathered from six 
years' personal investigation into every industry in all parts of the 
Kingdom ; systematically classified ; and made accessible by an un
usually elaborate Index. But the book is more than an Encyclopedia 
on the Labour Question. Scientific examination of Trade Union 
structure reveals, in these thousand self-governing republics, a remark
able evolution in Democratic constitutions, which throws light on 
political problems in a larger sphere. The century-long experience 
of these working-class organisations affords unique evidence as to the 
actual working of such expedients as the Referendum, the Initiative, 
Government by Mass Meeting, Annual Elections, Proportional Repre
sentation, Payment of Members, and, generally, the relation between 
the citizen-elector, the chosen representative, and the executive officer. 
The intricate relations of trade with trade have an interesting bearing 
upon such problems as Local Government, Federation, and Home Rule. 
Those who regard the participation of a working-class electorate in the 
affairs of Government as the distinctive, if not the dangerous feature 
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Industrial Democracy-contd. 

in modem politics, will here find the phenomenon isolated, and may 
learn how the British workman actually deals with similar issues in 
his own sphere. .The intricate constitutions and interesting political 
experiments of the thousand sell-governing Trade Union republics are 

·dissected and criticised by the authors in such a way as to make the 
work a contribution to Political Science as to the scope and method 
of which the authors, in describing their investigations, propound a 
new view. 

The analysis of. the working of Trade Unionism and Factory 
Legislation in the various industries of the United Kingdom has 
involved a reconsideration of the conclusions of Political Economy. 
The authors give a new and original description of the working of 
industrial competition in the business world of to-day; and they are 
led to important modifications of the views currently held upon 
Capital, Interest, Profits, Wages, Women's Labour, the Population 
Question, Foreign Competition, Free Trade, etc. The latter part of 
the work is, in fact, a treatise upon Economics. 

A new Introductory Chapter deals at length with Compulsory 
Courts of Arbitration and Wages-Boards in New Zealand and Australia. 

CONTENTS 
PREFACE. 

!NTRODUCriON TO TBB NEW EDITION. 

PART I 

TRADE UNION STRUCTURE 

CRAP. 

I. PRIMITIVE DEMOCRACY. 

· IJ. REPRESBNTATIVB INSTITUTIONS. 

III. THE UNIT Ol!' GOVERNMENT. 

IV. lNTERUNION RELATIONS. 

PART II 

TRADE UNION FUNCTION 
CHAP. 

I. Tim METHOD Ol!' MUTUAL INSUBAliCE. 

II. TBE METHOD OF COLLECTIVE BARGAINING. 

III. .ARBITRATION. 
IV. TnE METHoD OF LEGAL ENACTliD"T. 

V. TBE STANDARD RATE. 

YL Tim NoRKAL DAY. 

VIL SANITATION AND S.A.PETY. 
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Industrial Democracy-con/d. 

CHAP. 

VIII. NEW PROCESSES AND MACHINERY, 

IX. CoNTINUITY oF EMPLOYMENT. 

X. THE ENTRANCE TO A TRADE. 

(a) .APPRENTICESHIP. 

(b) THE LIMITATioN oF BoY LAnour.. 

(c) PROGRESSION WITHIN THE TRADE. 

(d) THE EXCLUSION OF WOMEN, 

XI. THE RIGHT TO A TRADE. 

XII. THE IMPLICATIONS OF TRADE UNIONISM. 

XIII. THE .AssUMPTioNs oF TRADE UNIONISM. 

PART III 

TRADE UNION THEORY 

CHAP. 

I. THE VERDICT OF THE EcoNOMISTs. 

II. THE HIGGLING OF THE MARKET. 

III. THE EcoNOMIC CHARACTERISTics oF TRADE UNIONISM. 

(a) THE DEVICE OF RESTRICTION OF NUMBERS. 

(b) THE DEVICE OF THE COMMON RULE, 

(c) THE EFFECT OF THE SECTIONAL .APPLICATION OF THE 

COMMON RULE ON THll: DIBT.BlBUTION OF INDUSTRY. 

(d) PARASITIC TRADES. 

(e) THE NATIONAL MINIMUM. 

(f) THE UNEMPLOYABLE. 

(g) SUMMARY OF THE ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS OF THE 

DEVICE OJ!' THE COMMON RULE, 

(h) TRADE UNION METHODS. 

IV. TRADE UNIONISM AND DEMOCRACY. 

APPENDICES 

TBE LEGAL PosiTION OF COLLECTIVE BARGAINING IN ENGLAND-THE BEARING 

OF INDUSTRIAL PARASITISM AND THE POLICY OF A. NATIONAL MINIMUM 

ON THE FREE TRADE CONTROVERSY-80MB STATISTICS BEARING ON THE 

RELATIVE MoVEMENTS OF THE MARRIAGE AND BIRTH·RATEB, PAUPERISM, 

WAGES, AND THE PRICE OF WHEAT-A SUPPLEMENT TO THE BIBLIO· 

GRAPHY OF TRADE UNIONISM. 

".A permanent and invaluable contribution to the sum of human knowledge •• , , 
We commend to the public a book which is a monument of research and full of 
candour. • • Indispensable to every publicist and politician."-Ti?l!u (on day of 
publication). 

LONGMANS, ·GREEN & CO. 
LONDON, NEW YORK, BOMBAY, .AND CALCUTTA 
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WORKS BY SIDNEY AND BEATRICE WEBB 

. PROBLEMS OF MODERN INDUSTRY 
Post 8vo; Fourth Thousand ; New Edition, with New Introductory 

Chapter ; xx and 286 pp. (1907). 

Price 5s. net. 

CONTENTS 

INTRODUCTION TO THE NEW EDITION. 

PREFACE. 

CHAP. 

I. Tri DIARY OF AN INVESTIGATOR. 

II. THE JEWS OF EAST LONDON. 

III. WoMEN's WAGES. 

IV. WOMEN AND THE F.A.CTOBY ACTS. 

V. THE REGULATION OF THE HouRS oF LABoUR. 

VI. How To no AWAY WITH THE SWEATING SYSTEM. 

VII. THE REFORM oF THE PooR LAw. 

VIII. THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN Co-OPERATION AND TRADE UNIONISll. 

IX. THE NATIONAL DIVIDEND AND ITS DISTRIBUTION. 

X. THE DIFFICULTIES OF !NDITIDUA.LIBM. 

XI. SOCIALISM TRUE AND F A.LSE. 

LONGM:ANS, GREEN & CO. 

LONDON, NEW YORK, BOMBAY, AND CALCUTTA 
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WORKS BY SIDNEY AND BEATRICE WEBB 

THE HISTORY OF 
LIQUOR LICENSING IN ENGLAND 

Small Bvo ; Seventh Thousand ; viii and 162 pp. 

Price 2s. &d. net. 

CONTENTS 
CHAP. 

I. THE FIRST CENTURY OF LICENSING. 

II. A PERIOD OF LAxNESS. 

III. REGULATION AND SUPPRESSION. 

IV. FREE TRADE IN THEORY AND PRACTICE. 

V. LEGISLATIVE REPENTANCE. 

APPENDIX-THE MoVEMENT FOR THE REFORMATION OF MANNERS. 

" No book could be more opportune. The sale of alcoholic liquor has been under 
statutory regulation by means of licences for 300 years; but the period which lllr. 
and Mrs. Webb have taken as their special study deserves the very careful examina· 
tion they give to it, for within those 130 years we find periods of regulation and 
suppression, of laxness and neglect in regard to the control of the liq 11or traffic, 
equally instructive. There is during this period one brief six years wherein the· 
magistrates, awaking to their responsibilities and compelled to a consciousness of the 
evil results of excessive gin·drinking, made a general effort to improve the condition 
of things through the one means in their power. To this remarkable episode the 
authors devote a valuable chapter. Strangely enongh, it has hitherto not been 
noticed by historians, nor bas it betn mentioned in the voluminous literature of the 
temperance movement. Yet the effort of the magistrates during those six years was 
very far-sighted. It included-

" The deliberate and systematic adoption of such modem devices as early closing, Snnday closing, 
the refusal of new licences, the withdrawal of licences from badly conducted honses, the peremptory 
closing of a proportion of houses In a district over·supplied with licences, and, in some remarkable 
in•tances, even the establishment of a system of local option and local veto, both aa regards the 
opening of new public-houses and the closing of those already In existence, all without the slightest 
idea of compensation. 

All this in the closing years of the eighteenth century I But what a contrast to this 
spasm of local statesmanship the earlier years of that drink-sodden century display ! 
Then, and not really till then, were sown the seeds of drunkenness in England. 
Contrasted with that reign of orgy the action of the magistrates in 1787 seems all 
the brighter, and the disappearance of the fact from public memory the more remark
able. Mr. and Mrs. Webb bring their detailed story to an end with the Drink Bill 
of 1830, which led to another outbreak of the drinking habit."-Guardian. 

"A valuable contribution to the history of the liquor tralfic."-Political Science 
Quart~rly. 

"This little book, with its abundance of newly discovered facts, is highly 
opportune." -EciYIUJmic Rt.1:iew. 

"The book is of great interest, contains evidence of laborious investigation, and 
provides an admirably clear history of a matter of immediate practical importance." 
-Speaker. 

LONG MANS,. GREEN & CO. 
LONDON, NEW YORK, BOMBAY, AND CALCUTTA 
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LONDON EDUCATION 
BY SIDNEY WEBB 

Small 8vo i viii and 219 pp. (1903). 

Price 2s. Sci. net. 

A Description of the Educational Organisation of London, with a Survey of some of 
its Administrative Proble1Illt-4voiding both politics and religion. 

CONTENTS 
CHAP. 

L THE EvoLUTION Ol!' AN EDucATIONAL SYSn:x. 

IL THE ORGANISATION OF THE UNIVERSITY. 

IlL THE ORGANISATION OF ColDIIEBCIAL EDtrCA.TION. 

IY. THE ORGAliiSArio:N oP 'rilE PoLYTEcm.-·tcs. 

v. THB O.BG.U-n!A.TION OF 'rilE LIBRARY SEBVICF

VL THE LioN IN THE P A.TlL 

.. This small but important volume. ••• It is a noble ideal."-Sp«tator. 

"Patiently and laboriously he has surveyed our educational equipment •• 
and he presents a creditably clear and comprehensible picture of the whole field. 
It enables the administrator to see the various parts io. their due proportion. It 
lays a much-needed emphasis on higher education ; it suggests some administrative 
improvements. and forms an io.dispensable starting-point for the far-reaching 
schemes of co-ordination which it sho'\\"5 to be so sorely needed. "-Speal:n-. 

"In dealing with elementary education, Mr. Webb is most practical ; io. dealing 
with the nascent London University he is most stimulating."-Pilot. 

"A debt of grstitude is due to Mr. Sidney Webb. ••• The book contaio.s at 
once ideal and practical proposals for the attainment of this ideal." -Daily Ktu:& 

LONGMANS. GREEN & CO. 

LONDON, ~"'"EW YORK, BOMBAY, AND CALCUTTA 
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THE CO-OPERATIVE MOVEMENT IN 
GREAT BRITAIN 

BY BE.!.TPJCE POT'TER (lirs. SID~""EY 'WEBB) 

Crown Svo; Second Edition (1893); Fifth Thousand; xii and 260 pp., 
with Coloured Map, Appendices, and Index. 

Price 2s. 6d. 

CONTEXTS 
CHAP. 

L THE Co-oPKRA.Tint IDEA. 
II. THE SPIRIT OF A..;;,_"'CUTIO:S. 

IlL THE STORK. 

IT. FEDE.RATIO:S. 
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Till. Co:sarsm:s • 

.APPENDIX: 

BIELIOGEAPHT QF THE l:SDt"STRllL RKYOLl.""TIO:S-LL.'"T OF PARIBVESTAEY 

PAPEI:S KE:UTISG TO Lu!ont Q~<IO:S 1!1" THIS CD"Tii:JtY-CI.A.."SIFIED 

TABLES OF A..;;,_"'CU.TIO:SS OF I'RODt:"CE:RS-ExTBACT FROll L1rrn:e. FROll 

liE.. D. F. ScHL~TABLE OF PERCDI"AGES OF Co-oP:&RATIYE SALES PE.R 

Hn~RED OF PoPl"l.ATio:s-TABLE or THE RELATIVE PRoGP.E..."S OF TH.& 

Cn-•:OPE"IU.TIYE llOYEJC£..'\T .. 

"Miss &..trice Potter·s luminous and suggestive volume is not a mere bald, 
li>:ori.:al outline, but a thoughtful and pregnant study of tendencies, causes, and 
e:::i~t.s." -Timt& 

"The ..-hole volume is full of suggestion, both to co-operators and politicians. 
· _- · It is without doubt the ablest and m03t philosophical analysis of the co-opera
•• •e mOJv~ment ..-hkh has yet been prodnced .. "-Spmlcer. 

S\\ .AX SOXXEXSCHEIX .AXD CO., Lmrn:D 

HIGH STREET, BLOOliSBrRT, LOXDON 
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PUBLISHED BY Sw .AN SoNNENSCHEIN .AND Co., LmiTED 

SOCIALISM IN ENGLAND 
BY SIDNEY WEBB 

Crown 8vo; Second Edition (1894), with New Introductory Chapter; 
xxii and 136 pp. 

Price 2s. 6d. 
"The best general view of the subject from the moderate Socialist side."

Athenreum. 

PUBLISHED BY Sw .AN SoNNENSCHEIN .AND Co., LIMITED 

THE LONDON PROGRAMME 
BY SIDNEY WEBB 

Crown 8vo; Second Edition (1894), with New Introductory Chapter; 
viii and 214 pp. 

Price 2s. 6d. 
"Brimful of excellent ideas."-.Anti-Jacobin. 

PUBLISHED BY ·wALTER SCOTT, LIMITED 

THE EIGHT HOURS' DAY 
BY SIDNEY WEBB, LL.B., AND HAROLD COX, B.A. 

Crown Bvo; 280 pp. with Bibliography 

Price 1s. 

"The unique value of .this little book lies in its collection of facts. It 
is likely to hold the field as the handbook to one of the chief items in the 
.social politics of the immediate future."-Pall Mall Gazette. 

PUBLISHED BY V A..a.'iDENHOEK UND RUPRECHT (G0T11NGEN) 

DER SOCIALISMUS IN ENGLAND. Geschildert 
von englischen Socialisten. 
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