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PREFACE 

THE subject of the present sketch is a series of experiments · 
in providing administration for the British. holdings in West 
Africa in the second half of the eighteenth century. In spite 
of a considerable and growing literature on West Africa, the 
English administration there has received scant attention 
between the period of the seventeenth century joint-stock 
companies and that of the Crown government in the nineteenth 
century. An account of this neglected African administration 
is needed, both because it is essential to the general history 
of the administration of the empire in the eighteenth century, 
and because it is on the foundations· then laid ·that the 
administrators of the nineteenth century have had to build. 

As a part of eighteenth century administrative history these 
African experiments show a variety of attempts to devise 
satisfactory forms of administration. which should be free 
from certain dangers or disadvantages that were feared at 
the time. The conception of what should be aimed at, and 
what avoided, in administration-making varies through the 
period, and the three experiments here described reflect some 
of those changes. The organisation that gives unity to this 
sketch is the Company of Merchants trading to Africa, which 
was incorporated in 1750 and dissolved in 1821. This was an · 
attempt to provide an adequate government for the slave trade 
posts which were the British West African settlements of the 
mid-eighteenth century. By this organisation it was .hoped 
to avoid both the monopolistic tendencies of rule by a joint
stock company, and the expense of government by officers 
commissioned and paid by the Crown. The Company was 
established to assist the development of the slave trade, but 
it survived the abolition of the trade by fourteen years. 
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The next experiment of the period was the erection of the 
first Crown colony in West Africa, the Province of Senegambia, 
in 1765. In this administration the influence of the elder 
Pitt's views is seen in the attempt to avoid the danger of 
weakness due to unstatesmanlike economy. The model used 
in planning the form of government for Senegambia was that 
.of the American colonies, which, it was thought, might be set 
up in tropical Africa. 

The third experiment is that of government by a company 
of trading philanthropists, or philanthropic traders, who 
obtained·from the government permission to set up a colony. 
Their aim was to revolutionise English commercial relations 
with ·Africa by substituting " honourable trade " for the slave 
trade,· and by setting up a colony where native Africans should 
be given a large measure of self-government. 

These three experiments each have a separate history until 
after the abolition of the slave trade, and the history of the 

··British administration of West Africa in the second half of the 
eighteenth century is the history of three British administra
tions in West Africa. In the nineteenth century after the 
abolition of the slave trade certain developments took place 
which led to the formation of a unified administration for 
British West Africa under the Crown. That movement. is 
outlined in the last chapter of this sketch. During that period 
of unification, from 1807 to r82r, there appear the lines of 
future development by which the subject of this study is 
linked to the next period of British West African history. 

The list of acknowledgments due to those who have helped 
xpe in the preparation of this book is so long that unless I 
were to imitate Marcus Aurelius and devote a complete chapter 

· to the subject I should not be able to discharge my debts at 
all adequately. Accepting Bacon's view that "to praise a 
man's self cannot be decent, except it be in rare cases ; but 
to praise a man's office -or profession, he may do it with a 
good grace," I must limit my expression of thanks to that due 
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to the Imperial Studies Committee of the Royal Colonial 
Institute for undertaking the financial burden of publication, 
to the Rhodes Professor of Imperial History in London 
University, Dr. A. P. Newton, for his constant help and 
criticism and for the stimulus of his research seminar, to the 
Professor of History at Westfield College, Dr. C: A. J. Ske~l. 
to whose inspiring teaching and unfailing help and encourage~ 
ment I owe a debt that quite. defies expression, and to· the 
Westfield College History School for their tolerance of the 
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