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Distribution of Physicians in the United States 

R. G. LELAND, M.D. 
Director, Bureau of Medical Economics, American Medical Association 

CHICAGO 

INTRODUCTION 

There have been several studies of the distribution of medical facili-
• ties in the United States. Most of these have been based largely on 

various sized samples or on studies of selected cities, counties or states 
in which there has been an analysis of all the physicians in the territory 
studied. The present study is based on the American Medical Directory 
of 1931, which is issued by the American Medical Association and con
stitutes a "register of legally qualified physicians of the United States, 
Alaska, Canal Zone, Hawaii, Philippine Islands, Porto Rico, Guam, 
and Virgin Islands, Canada, Newfoundland and Yukon." All names 
contained in the Directory within the continental United States have 
been included in the present compilation. Each physician has been 
classified as "Engaged in Active Practice," "Retired" or "Otherwise 
\Vithdrawn from Active Practice." 

Those physicians in "Active Practice" have been classified as to 
the nature of their practice whether as general practitioners, specialists, 
or giving special attention to a specialty. 

Those classified as "Retired" are physicians who have withdrawn 
from active practice principally because of age or disability. 

Those classified as ''Not in Practice" include many in teaching or 
administrative positions, in research and laboratory work, employees of 
medical societies and other positions or work in which these physicians 
are not actually engaged in the direct care of patients. In the broader 
sense many of these may be considered as contributing to the total of 
medical service, in that their work is essential to medical progress and 
the maintenance of medical standards, but they are not giving care 
directly to patients. 

This study represents a much wider selection than was made in the 
only other comparable study of the same nature, made by Lewis Mayers 
and Leonard V. Harrison on "The Distribution of Physicians in the 
United States" under the sponsorship of the General Education Board 
in 1924. Comparisons with this earlier study are made in the tables 
and text. 

In this study, each physician in the 1931 American Medical Direc
tory is also classified as to location according to geographic division, 
state and size of city. 

For sixteen states and the District of Columbia a special classifica
tion is made of each physician as to age, according to type of practice, 
whether general practitioner. specialist or giving special attention to 
any subject. and according to the population group in which he was 
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located. These states were chosen with a view to giving a fair sample 
of the entire medical profession. It is believed that the inclusion of the 
remainder of the states would not cause a significant change in the conclu
sions that are drawn from this sample. This statement is based on the 
fact that, the selection being geographic and all inclusive _within the 
limits chosen, it is not subject to the errors which seem to be mseparable 
from any sampling made through questionnaires. 

Throughout this study, corrections have been made for some dis
crepancies in the 1931 Directory totals. 

GROWTH OF THE PROFESSIOX 

Changes in the rate of growth of members of a profession are 
not determined by the same forces that control entrance into business, 
industry and even most of the trades. There is far less flexibility in 

TARLE 1.-Xumbcr of Jfcdical Schools aud Graduates 1880-1935 * 

~umhf'r of Number of 
~li•dlcul Number of !\lcdlcal Number of 

Year 1-'diOOIS Graduates Ycur l:ichools Graduates 

1.'1~ ................... 100 3,241 1917 ................... 00 3,379 
11'!10 .•................. ];~! 4,454 HHS ................. ,. 90 2,670 
1!1110 •••••••••••••••.. •• ]fiQ 5,:?.14 )!ll!J .•................. s;; 2,6jti 
1001. .................. }!)() r.,H4 ]!)2(), •...•...••....•.•• 85 3,0H 
Hill:! .•................. too 5,009 19'11. .................. 83 3,19'1 
1003 ................... 100 fi,tiOS 1922 •••........ ........ 81 2,529 
l!I().J, .............. 100 !i,74i 19'23 . •...........•..... 80 3,120 
1!10:0 .. ................. t.-.s !i.GOO 19"2-1 ••.•.••..•.••••..•• 79 3,002 
1901'i ••......... ........ W! ::0,!~ ]!)')..J •••••••..•••••••••• so 3,97.J 
1!107 ................... l:i9 4,91:10 19~0 ..... .............. 79 3,962 
100'1 ................... ];,1 4,741 19'"27 ......... .......... 80 4,035 
]!1()1.1, .................. HO 4,.015 19'2:8 ..•................ so 4,202 
HHO .....•............. 131 4,,140 Hl2!1 . .................. 70 4,440 
Hill. ............... 122 4,273 Hl30 ......... .......... 76 4,565 
1!.112 ................... 118 4,483 1931. ........... ..•.... 76 4,7:lJ 
Hil3 ........ ........ 107 3,9::51 Hl32 ............. ...... 76 4,930 
1914 ..... ............ 1()-2 3,5M 1933 ..... .............. 77 4,89J 
)9lri ................ .•. "" 3.536 193-1 •.. .•..•........... 77 G,03:> 
]UIO .. .............. p;j 3,518 1!)3J ......... .......... 77 5,101 

• lln!wrl on unnuol n•JJorts ot the Council on )ledlenl Education and Hospitals of the 
Amerlcun )h•dlcnl Assoclotlon, W22 und 193:i. 

the growth of the number of physicians than of those engaged in these 
other fields. The decision to start a store, factory or bank is determined 
largely by immediate conditions. The prospective entrepreneur con
siders his resources and abilities with regard to the conditions of trade 
at a definite time and generally in a specific locality. 

The decision to enter the medical profession is usually made at least 
seven to ten years before actual practice can begin. Change of objective 
during this period means a heavy sacrifice. The motives that lead to 
choosing the career of a physician are seldom wholly or even predomi
nantly economic. The prospective physician seldom knows a great deal 
about economic conditions in his chosen profession during his prepara
tory years and is still less competent to predict the probable conditions 
at the future date when he will be ready to practice. 

Probably the most important effects on the supply of physicians 
have been produced by changes in the standards of medical education. 
The work of the American l\Iedical Association in eliminating low 
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grade medical schools, lengthening the medical curriculum and intro
ducing a period of intern training seems to have produ~ed gr_eater fluc
tuations in the number of graduates than any other dtscermble caus_e. 
Chart I, based on table I, shows the annual number of graduates 111 

medicine compared with the number of medical schools. Since 1904 
when inspection and classification of medical schools began, tl~e num
ber of medical schools has steadily decreased from 160 to 77 111 1935 . 
. \t the same time the number of graduates in medicine has fallen from 
5,7-17 to 2,529 in !')22 after which there has been a steady increase so 
that the number of graduates in 1935 was 5,101. 

The Commission on l\Iedical Education is the authority for the state
ment that, in addition to the number of graduates of approved schools, 
about 250 graduates of schools outside the United States and about 200 
from nonapproved institutions enter the medical profession each year. 

\Vhen the annual body of graduates is ready for licensure, the time 
for decision as to entrance into the profession has practically passed. 
\Vhatever may have been the economic conditions, some 5,000 new 
physicians have entered the profession in each recent year. The exis
tence of a deficit or an excess in the demand for their sen·ices has 
little effect on the number of new physicians who enter the profession 
each year. The supply of those prepared to give medical services 
increases at a rate largely determined by conditions several years prior 
to the date when that service is ready to be delivered. So far as the 
"law of supply and demand," so much utilized in other fields of eco
nomics, operates in the medical field, it is with so great a "lag" between 
the two factors, and subject to so many "disturbing influences," as to 
offer but little guidance in arriving at conclusions or in effecting any 
immediate results. 

Exit from the medical profession is also far less subject to purely 
economic conditions than is true of trade, commerce or industry. Old 
age and death are the two most important factors in eliminating physi
cians. The fact that the 1931 Directorv listed but 2,212, or a little over 
I per cent, as "retired." and but 3,769, or about 2.4 per cent, as "not 
in practice" shows how reluctant the physician is to yield to old age 
and how few enter other lines of activity. 

There appear to be no absolutely dependable data concerning the 
number of deaths in the medical profession annually. It seems safe to 
estimate, from obituaries published in the Journal of the American 
:\ledical Association each year, that the annual number of deaths among 
physicians is somewhat in excess of 3,000, possibly as high as 3,500. 
The distribution of a known number of deaths among physicians for 
the years 1931. 1'!32 and 1933 is shown in table 2. The number and 
percentage of deaths according to age groups are shown for each year. 
It must be understood that the totals do HOI represent complete mortality 
stattsttcs for those years but only the known number of deaths at the 
time this study went to press. Chart 2 is based on table 2 and shows 
graphically that the highest average age attained by physicians is between 
(>() and 6.J years. 

The a\·erage age at death has ranged from 60.3 years in 1905 to 64.3 
years in 193-1. with a high of 64.9 years in 1929. The average time that 
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a physician practices medicine can be estimated at 37 years since the 
ayerage age at graduation is just under 27 years, and the average age 
at death is about 6+ years. To be more accurate it would be necessary 
to correct for the time not in practice because of graduate study, intern 
training, or retirement. 

It was found from a sample of 6,328 physicians in active practice 
that the average length of time these physicians had been practicing medi
cine was approximately 20 years. The average age of physicians in active 
practice, as will be shown later, is 47 years, which gives approximately 17 
additional years of practice before death. The "awrage" physician is 

T.\BLE 2.-.Numbcr aud Percentage of Deaths Among Physicians by Ayr Grvups 
for the Years 1931, 1932 and 1933 

1931 1932 1033 

Number Per Cent Number Per Cent X umber Per Ct'nt 

20-24 .. ............................. 3 0.1 2 0.00 

z.;;-29 ...............................• ,. 0.68 Zl o.so 31 0.1>7 

30-34 ......................... ....... 51 1.73 " 1.4 38 1.18 

35·39 ............. ................... 66 2.24 55 1.75 68 2.12 

40-44 ................................ 66 2.91 1U 3.63 00 2.1!9 

,15-49 ... •...................••.•••••• 160 5.72 173 6.51 179 5.58 

.:iQ-54 ................................ 285 9.65 ,. . 7.89 2il a.u 
55·59,, ..................... ......... 360 12.2 420 13.37 379 11.81 

60·64 ......... ....................... 426 14.43 .,. 15.21 510 15.89 

W-69 ............... ................ .,. 14.5 454 14.45 445 13.87 

';0-i4 .. ... . ................ .,. 14.23 419 13.33 ... 13.0 

i5-i9 .............. ................. 296 10.03 343 10.02 34!) 10.75 

80·84 ... ............................. 202 6.84 200 6.56 22!l 7.14 

85 and up ........................... 140 4.1-l 153 5.03 liO '~ 
~o age given ....................... 1 0.03 2 0.00 

Total ........................... 2,952 100 3,142 100 3,200 100 

-l7 years old, has practiced 20 years, and can expect to practice 17 years 
more for a total of 37 years of service. 

It is significant that a physician selected at random will usually have 
20 years of experience to offer as a guarantee of good service and 
sound therapeutic judgment. The medical profession, through con
stantly raised standards and close professional supervision, is rapidly 
attaining a high level of competence for each of its individual members. 

During recent years there has been little criticism of the quality of 
medical service in the Cnited States but there has been considerable 
discussion of the distribution of physicians and medical facilities. It 
is hoped that the data presented will assist in studies of this proi,Iem. 
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PHYSICIANS IX RELATION TO POPULATION 

As a background for the present study table 3 was prrparrd, ha,r<l 
on previous medical directories. It has been impossible to determine to 
what extent, if any, the early medical directories included names of 
persons other than Doctors of Medicine. It is believed, however, that 
if there is some error in these figures by the inclusion of some names 
which should have been omitted, this error may have been approxi
mately the same for each of the first nine or ten enumerations. If thrre 
is any secular trend (chart 3 shows graphically the trend of the fi~:nres 
in table 3) it would seem to indicate that the number of physicians in 

TABLE 3.-Numbcr of PhJ•siciaJIS iu the Unit~d States and Rdatiou to Popufatiau 
Basrd ou }.f cdical Directories 

Directory 

1886 Polk ................................... . 

1890 Polk .. , ................................ . 

1893 Polk ................................... . 
1800 Polk ................................... . 
1898 Polk ................................... . 
1900 Polk ................................... . 
190'.! Polk ................................... . 

1!.104 Polk ................................... . 
1006 Polk ................................... . 

1909 A. ll. A ................................ . 
1912 .-\. M. A ................................ . 
1914. A. lf. A ................................ . 

1916 A.M. A ............................... .. 
1918 A. ll. A ................................ . 

1921 A.M. A ................................ . 
Hl2.1 A. M. A ............................... ·· 
19'2:i A. :\1. A ................................ . 

1927 A. ll. A ................................ . 

1929 A.M. A ............................... .. 

1931 A. ll. A ................................ . 

l!J:I~ .-\. :\1. A ................................ . 

Populntlon" 

57,937,f..t0 

63,0;16,438 

66,970,400 

70,884,51i4 

73,4!)3,026 

76,129,'08 
79,363,300 

82,001,384 

85,837,3i2 

00,691,3M 

95,007,298 
97,927,516 

100,757,735 

103,f,S7,955 

108,207 ,8a3 

111,537,497 

114,867 ,HI 
118,100,785 

12.1,526,429 

124,o70,000 

126,42:;,()()() 

Number or 
Physldnns 

87,521 

100,180 

103,000 

104,554 

115,024 

110,74.9 

123,100 

128,0:i0 
134,688 

l3:J,of87 

137,109 

H2,3:J2 

145,241 

146.174 
145,404 

145,006 
147,010 

140,521 

132,f.o3 
lfJ6,33,1) 

161,:~.9 

Populntlon J)('r 
l"hYIIIdull 

062 

6:.."!) 
... .., 
671!1 

636 
1136 ... 
6<1 

G:Ji 

679 

(j!};J 

""" ... 
709 

"' "" 781 

791 

797 

i94 

·-~-~ 

• Annunl :\lldyear Estlmntes for Continental Vnltetl StateP. G. S. J>t•JJt. of Comnlf'tr"t', 
Statistical AIJstract of tho United States, lli:J-1. p, 10. 

relation to population, when the term of forty-eight years in considered, 
is decreasing. This tendency is substantiated by chart 4 (on a semi
logarithmic scale). The steepness of the population curve as compared 
with the physician curve indicates that the rate of increase of physicians 
is less than the rate of increase of population. Between lRHG-1934 the 
population has increased 118.2 per cent whereas the number of physi
cians has increased 84.3 per cent. The number of persons per physician 
in 1890, the lowest point in the period studied, was 629. At the highest 
point in the period studied, 1929, there were 797 persons per physician. 
Since 1929 there has been a gradual decrease in population per physician . 
. -\ similar decreasing cycle occurred in the period 1902 to 1901i. 

The entire period, which includes all the years for which there are 
approximately accurate statistics, is still too short to permit of any final 
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concht>iuns. It is difficult to tell whether at present there is a move
m~nt toward a larger number of persons per physi_cian or in the rever~e 
direction.' This cyclic movement is even more evident. from an exami
nation of table 4, which shows the increase or decrease m the number of 
names in the directory at different periods. This table shows periods 
of rapid increase in 1886-1890, 1896-1898, 1902-1906 and 1912-1914, 
with conspicuous decrease in the number of physicians in most of the 
intervening periods. One of the most probable causes of tlus decrease 
in the years from 191-1 to 1925 was the elimination of many low grade 
me<lical schools through the activities of the American i\Iedical Associa
tion in forcing higher standards of medical education. 

TABLE 4.-Pcriodic Iucrcasc in Number of Pllysiciaus 

Numbt>r or Number of Period Average Annual 
Yenr Physlclana Year Pbyslclans Increase Increase 

IS86 87,521 IS90 100,180 12,659 3,165 
1890 100,180 I893 103,090 2,910 970 

IIWJ 103,090 I896 Hl4,554 1,464 488 

I896 104,554 "'"' 115,52{ 10,970 5,4S5 

I8!l8 115,524 1000 119,749 4,22.3 2.113 
HJOO 119,749 I002 123,196 3,447 1,724 

1002 12:l,IOO I004 128,950 5,754 2,877 
I004 128,950 lJl06 134,688 5,738 2,869 
IOOO 134,688 I909 133,487 1,201• 60t• 
I909 133,{87 1912 137,100 3,i12 1,856 
1912 137,100 1014 H2,332 5,133 2,567 

1914 142,332 1916 145,241 2,909 1,455 
1916 145,2U 1918 H6,174 933 467 

I918 146,174 1021 145,404 no• 385• 
1021 145,404 1!!23 145,966 562 281 , ...... u::..ooa 19'.!:i 147,010 1,044 522 
1g')..5 147,010 1927 149,521 2,511 1,256 
1927 149,521 I929 152,503 2.!J82 1,491 
11129 152,503 I931 156,339 3,836 1,918 
w:n lfl6,:l39 1934 161,3:"19 5,020 1,673 

• Decrease, 
1~10Cl6 Inclusive, Polk Directory. 
1009-1!134 lnrluslvc, A. M. A. Din•<"tory. 

T~e period .1906-~909 marks a change from the Polk listings to the 
Amencan Med1cal D~rectory. The decrease of 1,201 physicians in this 
period may be accounted for by the difference in methods of enumera
tion used in compiling the two directories. 

The periodic changes in the enumerations of physicians in the United 
States are reflected with remarkable similarity and uniformity in the 
several states. If the movement in each of the states should be graphed 
on .chart ~· the resulting- lines would closely correspond to that for the 
entire U~1ted States. ~hese fig:'res by states, including physicians who 
were .retired and not. m pr.a~tice, arran~ed according to the census 
groupmg of geograpluc dJviS!Ons, are gJ\•en in tables 5 to 13. No 

1 .. s~~ Fi_nal R!!port ~~ thi! Commission on M~dic:_al Education, c:'bapter III, on the Supply 
:1.n~ D1stnbut1on of Physac:aans, for arguments to 1nd1c:ate that an ovcrsup[l)y of ob:vsic:ians is 
bl!mg fac:cd. 
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TABLE 5.-Popu!atiou f'cr Physician iu 1Ync.• Euglaud Sf,zt,·s ft>r Catai11 l"t·ars 

Since 1SS6 • 

:Sew Rhode 
Mulnc lJUillll"hlre Ycrmont ::\lns~uchmdts lsluwJ 

Pop, Pop. 
Jll'f Jlt'r 

Yeur Phys. }'h)'S. Phys. Ph)'S, Phys. 

lSSG Polk.,.... 8';'0 733 610 
18ll0............ 1,102 ;}6-1 oos 
189:1.,.......... l,OSJ 610 03-:1 
1800............ 1,104 fillS GG9 
ISOS.... 1,129 5S6 7~4 

1!100............ 1,24.8 556 730 
1002............ 1,30-1 533 i32 
l!J0-1 .• ,. 1,291 538 i:JO 

}!106,..... . . . . . . I.2"J5 536 735 
1009 A.M. A... 1,19S 580 679 
1912....... .. .. . 1,176 631 704 
1914............ 1,200 619 jQj 

1916....... 1,20j 616 690 
1!118..... .. .. . .. 1,179 630 006 
1921 .. . 
19'.!:1 ........... . 
W2j,,,,, .. 

19Z7 •••••.•.••.• 

]9"..!) •••••••••••• 

1931 .••...•••••• 

1,105 
1,067 
1,037 

1,0'20 
1,013 

989 

695 
i20 
HI 
746 

758 

BOG 

G4! 
615 
GO! 
5.S4 
575 
567 

560 6:i9 

&t7 Gas 
fi!J4 610 
;,n:~ ozo 
fi20 GD.'I 
504 732 
502 7.'15 

504 722 
r.c.o 124. 
GOO 6113 
012 070 
611 685 
6:!4. 6GB 
047 6ri3 

691 
7:!0 
7.'!7 
7;;o 
771 
021 

Pop. 
twr 

Phys, 

"" 505 
537 

531 
4SO 
469 

468 

470 
475 
518 

524 
520 
~'!3 

5-15 

593 
6.14 
G:iO 

600 

709 

721 

Pop, Pop. 
per Jwr 

Phys. l'h)'S. l'hys. J>hys. 

2,845 627 300 G9S 
3,723 GOl 4~16 W1 
3, 739 5!i'J fiS 72:1 
4,0:.12 555 M3 U:\0 
4,S:I3 463 GOS [.!~ 

5,003 WI 610 G~l2 

4.,832 581 6:i2 6:i7 
5,2:m r .. 'l6 Gil a:m 
fi,434 510 715 5~11.) 

5,5i7 503 720 5!G 
5,648 I !iOO 7fl1 72:1 
r.,798 r.st 761 71:1 
s.sGo 574 nz 7ro 
5,!}26 5GB 7fi2 722 

5,9fi9 
5,1177 
6,187 
0,242 
6,37:i 
o,:;o:; 

640 

645 
023 
617 

W4 

"' 

778 
7;i4 

771 
779 
i!i'J 
SH 

ii7 
8<l2 

784 
770 
7r.o 
SUi 

Connft·tlcut 

Phl'll, 

Pop. 
Jlo·r 

l'hys. 

Dil2 6~>4 

l,H!.I 0~!.1 

1,1:13 o:.o 
1,1:m G:o:i 

1,.'12:1 li':ii 

1,:;o:; Glill 
1,tl-l (J:\..1 
1,49-1 Iii!.') 
1,4:!4 1\.:.li 
l,f>IH 71.'1 
l,ti:IO f~'i-1 

1 ,o;s Gli4 
1,701 {j[,j 

l,J27 

1,&14 
),!Hill 

2,011 
2,1!i:i 

• Populutlon per physlelon husrtl on cstlmutcs of populutlon excq1t for et•nsw! )'t'IHS. 

TABLE 6.-Popn/alion f'cr Physician ill ,\Iiddle Atlantic Stales for Certain rears 
Siuce 1886 

Yeor 

ISSO Polk •...•••.•.........•.. , 
1800 .••...•••••••••••••••••••••• 

1803 ........................... . 

181JO ••••.•.•••.•••.•••......•••• 

18rt8 .••.•••.........••....•••.•• 

1900 ........................... . 
1002 ........................... . 

1004 ........................... . 
1906 ........................... . 

1009 A. :M.A .................. . 
11112 ........................... . 
1914 ••••..•••••.•••••••••••.•... 

1916 ........................... . 

1918 ........................... . 

1921 ........................... . 
11123 ........................... . 

1925 •••••...•••••••.•••••••••••• 
1927 ........................... . 
1929 ........................... . 

1931 ........................... . 

New York 

Phys. 

9,272 

10,120 
10,007 
11,132 

11,912 
12,04.:-i 
12,209 

13,038 

}4,2.1$ 

H,ll7 
H,81ri 

15,301 
15,670 

15.877 
16,2Sf 
16,857 
H,011 
18,634 

19.817 
21,008 

Pop. per 
Phys. 

5<8 
5!)3 

f,fl-1 

r.:m 
r.o4 
603 
[,1)2 

;.:~J 

fill 
515 

015 

G::g 

610 

r.ss 
557 
524 
599 

New Jersey 

Phys. 

1,51}-j 

1,i!J7 
],842 

1,844 

2,051 
2,201 
2,281 

2,360 

2,634 
2,455 

2.884 

3,012 

3,23!) 
3,15.1 
3,21;() 

3,36:! 

3/167 
3,755 

4,045 

4,357 

Pop. p('r 
Ph}'ll, 

709 
804 
7S4 
734 
70:i 
KIO 
826 
7fl8 
715 
107 
850 

'" 783 
80, 

"" 1):]9 

SSii . .. 
;w 
"'-' 

Pcnnsylvonln 

Phys, 

7,042 

7,GW 
8,248 
8,430 
O,<XI!) 

0,:,20 
9,684 

10,0:.0 
1Q,!);,..a 

11,0.'1(1 

1t,:!t5 
11,011 

11 .f.o2 
11 ,40.i 
11,349 
11,241 
11,140 
11,405 
ll,7DJ 
12,051 

Pop. PH 
Phys. 

008 

Ci-1 
o::i 
G23 
f84 
(iii:! 

o.;t 

(12j 

!i7::i 

!i70 

;o:; 
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TAnLE 7.-Popu/ation p('r Physiciau iu East Sorth Ccutra/ States for Certain 
Years Since 1886 

Ohio Indlnno Illinois Mlchlgnn Wisconsin 

Ycnr Phys. 

1686 Polk................. 6,393 
1600....................... 0,504 
18!13....................... 6,004 
18"JO •••••••.•.• , ••• ,.,,.... 7,575 

1698....................... 8,231 
l!JOO....................... 8,007 
1002..................... .• 8,426 
1004....................... 8,275 
1900....................... 8.582 
1909 A.M. A.............. 7,838 

1912........ ... ..•..•... ..• 7,513 

1914 .•••••.•.....•.. ·•••••• 7,912 

1916 ..•••... ·•·····•·•·••·• 8,045 
HilS ..•... ,,,, ............. 8,0$9 

1!121....................... 8,092 

1023....................... 8,0&1 

1025 ....................... 8,113 

1027....................... 8,287 

1029....................... 8,432 

1!l31............ ........... 8,653 

Pop, 
per 

Phys. Pb}'S, 

500 .C,993 
565 4,657 

fi51 4,804 
485 4,778 

446 5,076 

489 5,096 

493 4,958 
502 5,132 

"84 5,203 
530 5,306 

635 4,984 

003 5,001 

593 4,872 

589 4,765 

712 4,446 

i12 4,353 

710 4,251 

695 4,164 

683 4,102 

768 4,073 

Pop. 

"'' Phys. Phys. 

396 5,809 

.f.71 7,210 

450 7,257 

-459 7,331 

-432 8,551 

-494 8,582 

50S 8,849 

-191 9,172 

.f.8.f 9,009 

.f7f 0,7U 

.542 0,088 

.540 10,286 

554 10,648 

5G7 11,095 

£59 10,651 

673 10,716 

689 10,743 

7().f 10,893 

Pop. 
per 

Phys, Phys. 

522 2,024 

531 3,558 

527 3,627 

522 3,730 

447 3,935 

562 4,2-H 

545 4,250 

526 4,440 

502 4,651 

495 4,109 

565 4,104 

5.C8 4,180 

530 4,300 

508 4,508 

009 4,593 

005 4,G:i3 

604 4,837 

595 5,145 

7lf 11,105 5S4 5,310 

5,589 795 11,382 670 

Pop. 
per 

Phys. 

fiGO 

580 

577 

661 
532 

570 

570 ... 
521 
589 
685 

672 

6-15 

611 

799 

788 

758 

713 

Pop. 
per 

Phys. Phys. 

1,549 849 

1,615 1,049 

1,763 000 

1,974 858 

2,109 803 

2,212 935 

2,389 S66 

2,607 794 
2,660 7i8 
2,518 822 

2,652 880 

2,737 853 
2,803 833 

2,817 828 

2,750 957 

2,772 9-:iO 

2,826 931 

2,896 909 

690 2,987 881 

BOO 3,104 947 

TAnLE B.-Po{'ulatiou prr Physician in lVcsf .Vorth Central Slates for Certain Years Since 1886 

Minnesota Iowa Mls.!!ourl 
North 

Dakota 
South 

Dakota 

Pop. 
per 

Year Pbya. Phrs. Pbys. 

1886 Polk...... Dlf 85-1 
1800... .... .. .. 1,363 001 
1893. •• • • • . • . . • 1,323 9'JO 
1896........... 1,576 831 

1808........... l,GH 700 

1000........... 1,i45 J,()().f; 

1002........... 1,862 941 
100-l........... 2,000 876 

1006........... 2,141 818 

moo A.M. A... 2,204 795 

1912........... 2,262 DIS 
lOlf........... 2,381 872 
1916........... 2,U7 &18 
1018. •• • • . • • • • • 2,566 809 

1921 ........... 2,623 008 

10"...3........... 2,774 861 

199..5........... 2~..3 846 
19'!7........... 2,982 801 
1929....... .... 3,0Sf 774 

1931. .. .. • .. .. • 3,075 834 

3,03:> 

3,369 

3,757 

3,400 

3,020 

'·""' 4,117 

3,!lS9 

3,835 

3,624 

3,Ga3 
3,733 

3,751 

4.001 
3,5.10 

3,490 

3,378 
3,302 

3,15-t 

3,125 

Pop. 
per 

Pbys. Phrs. 

535 

568 
509 

562 

528 

009 

"" :>60 
582 
616 

""' 
500 

503 

566 
6SO 
689 

712 
728 
762 

791 

4,550 

4,848 

5,002 

4,736 

5.861 

6,123 

6,314 
0,367 

6,439 

6,332 

6,037 

6,224 

6,399 

6,663 

5,921 

5,827 

5,806 

5,713 
5,650 

5,640 

Pop. 
per 

Pop. Pop. 

Phys. Phl'S. 
per per 

Phys. Phys. Phys, 

477 

553 
536 
566 
457 

507 

"" '"' 482 
m 
546 

529 

515 ... 
575 

58< 
580 
500 

602 
64< 

191 1,000 

203 941 

233 820 

282 1,132 

2!4 1,086 

370 863 

446 716 

552 578 
594 9a 
577 1,000 

586 IJ85 

604 005 

55ot 1,168 

517 1,251 

4S:i 1,334 

497 1,302 

001 1,291 

515 1,322 

383 910 

365 955 

300 880 

-449 894 

485 828 
537 748 

536 749 

607 G62 

651 897 

674 866 

676 864 
095 840 

658 007 
630 1,010 

60-4 1,0541 

603 1,056 

5S8 1,083 

585 1,184 

Nebraska 

Pop. 
per 

Kansas 

Phys. Phys. Pbys. 

Pop. 
vee 

Phys. 

878 
1,495 

1,530 

1,595 

1,423 

1,473 

1,532 

1,644 

1,727 

1,776 

1,796 
1,867 
1,911 

1,060 

1,005 
1,913 

1,869 

1,846 

1,800 

1,785 

515 

711 

695 

666 

747 
724 
696 ... 
617 

600 

66< 

630 
624 
608 

660 
678 ... 
702 
720 

772 

1,964 

2,891 
2,613 
2,210 

2,404 

2,649 
2,709 

2,675 

2,732 

2,650 

2.688 
2,840 

2,683 
2,668 

:!,550 
2,-492 
2,364 
2,296 
2,214 

2,168 

507 

494 
547 ... 
59< 
555 
5<3 

550 
536 
555 

629 

595 

630 
634 ... 
710 

748 

771 
799 

608 



Year 

lt'."'i Polk ... 

1800 .•..................... 

1893 ....•.••.•...••..•••... 

1800 ...................... . 

1&EI .•..•..•••••••.•••.•.•• 

1000 ........... . 

100'! .....•...........•..... 

100-& •••.••••••••••••••••••• 

1P06 ...........••...••.••.. 

lXf.l A. ~1. A ............. . 

1912 •...•...•...•.••••..•.. 

H11-& ...................... . 

1016 ........ . 

WIS ........ . 

10'21 .. .. 

1fl2:l .. . 

19'!:> ...... . 

1921'. .......... . 

19'!9 ....... . 

HJ31 .................... .. 

TABLE 9.-Poj•lllation f'l'r Physician in So11llt Atlantic States for Ccrtaiu Y cars Siucc 1886 

Delawnre 

Pop. 

"" Phrs. Phys. 

:m G7ti 

244 691 

z;,2 669 

239 iO.i 

2AJ4 638 

200 GO~ 

271 GS:! 

2.i9 713 

267 on 
220 840 

24G s~ 

263 j(l9 

261 i75 

264 iOO 

26~ ~1 

265 842 

2;16 871 

2.)1 S...<:.s 

~(il S.>-1 

278 8.!7 

Mnrylnnd 

Pop. 
tl{'f 

Ph)'S. Phys, 

t,:ma G7:l 

1,533 671 

1,709 610 

2,003 520 

2,019 616 

2,10-t 565 

2,Hi:! 5!".0 

2,2:-.9 ti26 

2,012 5..<)() 

1,972 657 

2,232 5SO 

2,:!92 [i(lj 

2,~GS 571 

2,364 613 

2,34.9 617 

2,313 027 

2.357 607 

2,419 [99 

District of 
Columbia 

Pop. 
)ll'r 

Phys. Ph)'S, 

42:1 ~20 

627 367 

iH 323 

857 269 

1,139 202 

1,000 279 

9:57 282 

1,076 2.i9 

1,0SG 2.ii 

1,350 2U 

1,421 2.13 

1,41'2 2:!.1 

1,237 2f.S 

1,689 2.i9 

1,9'24 227 

1,813 2-11 

1,S-IS 237 

1 ,9:->6 2'2-1 

1,827 

Virginia 
~ 

Pop. 

"" Pbrs. l'hys. 

1,8!1:-. j!}j 

2,316 715 

1,932 857 

1,9j8 837 

2,187 i57 

2,201 842 

2.215 8.17 

2,301 606 

2,293 SO<J 

2,3;i9 874 

2,42() 8:.2 

2,:..17 soo 

2,545 007 

2/>03 0'23 

2,5.11 911 

2/>06 9'21 

2,:i16 918 

!137 

W{'st 
Virginln 

Pop. 
)Wr 

Phys. Phys. 

939 

sr,o 
1,073 

1,236 

1,311 

1,438 

1,445 

1 ,WI 

1,8-IJ 

1,00! 

1,6:19 

1,6j8 

1,729 

1,759 

1,717 

1,751 

1,;: .. 1 

1,7-17 

1,765 

1,782 

630 

897 

711 

017 

667 

"'' 633 

5:!0 

'"" i-15 

72S 

700 

604 

North 
Carolina 

Pop, 

"" Ph)'S, Phys. 

1,360 1,029 

1,294 1,2.30 

1,432 1,130 

1,3:18 1,1111 

1,328 1,039 

1,592 1,100 

1,5:>6 1,217 

1,801 1,0:;2 

1,812 1,045 

1,7til 1,075 

1,8:19 1,103 

1,957 1,110 

2,102 1,0:30 

2,2;;7 o;s 
2,2.16 1,1-15 

2,':!:!6 1,150 

2,:!51 1,12"..! 

2,323 1,()9'J 

2.m t,an 
2,3i2 

South 
Carolina 

Pop. 
per 

Phys. Pbys. 

919 1,083 

1,017 1,132 

1,092 1,0:;4 

1,060 1,086 

1,111 1,036 

1,19-1 1,123 

1.HlS 1,119 

1,271 1,035 

1,2.->5 1,0GS 

1,1H 1,175 

1,275 1,189 

1,36:! 1,113 

1,399 1,053 

1,-133 1,058 

1,4:i2 1,100 

1,3CS 1,231 

1,317 1,2j8 

1,:::W 1,2..'-6 

1,303 l,Z9'2 

1,3~6 

O{'orgla 

Pop. 

"" Pl1ys. Phys. 

1,9'JJ 

2,3-15 

2,293 

2,021 

2,500 

2,890 

2,861 

2,540 

2,855 

2,SS7 

3,022 

3,255 

3,421 

3,H2 

3,400 

3,2i4 

3,122 

2,935 

2,917 

2.~ 

773 

784 

SOl 
009 

710 

767 

;';::; 

iSO 

776 

708 

8G3 

"'' 763 

7r.s 

""' "'' 
""' 967 
goa 

1 ,ocr; 

Florida 

Pop. 
per 

Phys. Phys. 

374 

620 

729 

764 

703 

iO.f 

(j{).i 

i16 

7SO 
7SO 

"" 1,177 

1,~1 

1,296 

1,2S1 

1,3-18 

1,4:i2 

1,787 

1,770 

1,762 

i21 

631 

537 

&12 

557 

751 

760 

738 

tli2 

773 

609 

li<O 

531 

718 

''" 5-t:? 
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TABLE 10.-Popu/atiou per Physician iu East South C culral Stales for Ccrtaiu 
Y cars Since 1886 

Year 
1886 Polk .•...•....... , 

1800 ..•••••.•••...•..••• 

1803 ..••.•.••••••••••••• 

1800 .....•.•..•....••••• 

I 80S ..••..••.. 0 ••••••••• 

IVOO., .. , ...•••••••••••• 

1{1(12, ••••••••••••••••••• 

1004 •••••••••••••••••••• 

1906 ...•....•••••...•••• 

1D09A. M.A ••.....•••• 

1912 .•••••••.••.••••••.• 

IIJif ....• , .••••..••.•••• 

1916 ..••••••.••••••••••• 

1918 .•••••••••••.•••.••• 

1921. .•••.••.••...•..••• 

19'.!3 .••••.•••.•••••••..• 

10"...5 •••••••••••••••••••• 

1027 •.•....••••••••.••.. 

Ht!D ••••••••..•.•••••••. 

1931 ••..••..•••••••••••• 

Kentucky 

Pop. per 
Phys. Phys. 
2,985 552 

3,076 604 
3,246 573 

3,104 5W 

8,338 557 

3,4.36 625 

3,&07 tH2 

3,536 007 

3,G2S 592 

3,708 579 

3,601 636 

3,621 632 

3,584 G39 

3,-:&83 657 

3,310 729 

3,155 766 

3,on 7!15 

2,971 813 

2,00-1 832 

2,S67 912 

Tennessee 

Pop. per 
Pbys. Phys. 
2,G83 574 

2,571 687 
3,154 560 

3,079 574. 

3,020 488 

3,635 556 

3,688 5-18 

3,692 547 

3,802 531 

3,303 612 

3.338 655 

3,359 645 

3,457 632 

3,(81 623 

3,328 703 

3,228 724 

3,128 747 

3,016 775 

2.m 780 

2,962 88~ 

Alnbnma Mississippi 

Pop. per Pop. per 
Phys. Phys. Phys. Pbys. 

1,552 813 1,682 673 

2,397 631 ],000 803 

2,281 603 1,465 880 

1,009 941 1,307 943 

2,033 744 1,550 832 

1,006 uso 1,510 1,027 

2,100 835 1,555 9!18 

2,206 829 1,09" 915 

2,201 809 1,749 887 

2,287 800 2,054 755 

2,418 884 2,009 895 

2,518 84U 2,047 878 

2,569 832 2.048 877 

2,530 845 ],975 910 

2,405 U7G 1,701 ],017 

2,313 1,015 1.7~2 99'J 

2,294 1,028 1,702 1,052 

2,254 1,042 1,680 1,006 

2,257 1,040 1,033 1,0!17 

2.207 1,199 ],507 1,233 

TAnLE 11.-Populatiou per Physicimt iu lVcst South Ccutra! States for Certai11 
Years Si11cc 1886 

Year 
18S6 Polk ............. . 

1800 .................. .. 

1803 ................... . 

1896 •••••....••••••••••• 

1898 ••••••..•••••••••.•. 

1900 •••••..••••...•....• 

1002 •...............••.• 
1004 ..•••••••••••••••••• 

19(16 •••••••••••••••••••• 

1909 A.M. A ••••••....• 

1912 ................... . 

1914 .••••...•••.....•... 

1916 ••••••••..•.....•••• 

1918 ................... . 

1021 •••••••••••••••.••.. 

1923 •••••••••••••••••••• 

1925 ••••••••••••••••••.• 

1927 ••••......•.•.•••••• 

1929 ..•••••••••••••••••• 

1931 •••••••••••••. •••·•• 

Arkansas 

Pop. per 
Pb)'S, Pbys. 
1,892 424 
],8GB 604 

2,1i7 518 

1,841 613 

2,395 471 

2,40'2 546 

2,573 510 
2,685 488 

2,780 472 

2,535 517 

2,500 606 
2,652 594 

2,637 597 

z,:.a1 609 
2.4n 718 

2,303 761 

2.212 792 

2.103 833 
2,0:U 861 

1,977 938 

Louisiana 

Pbys. 
1,033 

1,160 

1,185 

1,460 

1,390 

1,403 

1,4.69 

1,529 

1,664 

1,798 

1,030 

2.030 
2,060 

2,000 

2.001 
2,058 
1,9!)1 

2,0::!9 

2,047 

Pop. per 
Ph)'S, 

910 

''" '" 
76<1 

805 

985 ,., 
''" 830 
768 

858 

816 

804 

804 ... 
874 
003 

882 

879 
1,012 

Oklahoma Texas 

Pop, per Pop. per 
Phys. Ph)'S. Phys. Phys. 

3,003 530 

3,829 534 
233 337 4,U9 539 
3"'_6 241 4,617 484 

450 li4 4,828 463 

r.63 708 4,979 612 
819 486 5,241 582 

1,067 373 5,468 558 
1,003 397 5,694 535 
2,703 2!)2 5,789 527 
2,620 633 5,888 662 

2,012 034 6,024 647 
2,634 629 6,240 624 
2,672 620 tl,246 624 

2.022 774 6,205 752 

2,600 780 6,094 765 
2,524 804 (1,003 769 
2,458 825 6,123 762 
2,435 833 6,204 752 
2,484 005 6,475 900 



Yenr 

1&._'6 Polk •••...••••••• 

1600 ................. .. 

1893 .................. . 

18~~- ................. . 

16!.'18 .................. . 

HIOO ••••••• , ••••••••••• 

1UO·.! ••••.•••••.•••••••• 

HIO.&, ................. . 

1 ~lOG ••••.••.•.•••••••. 

1!'10'9 A. ll. A ......... . 

1012 ••••.••............ 

1914, ................. . 

1016 .......... . 

1918 .................. . 

1~.!1. ••••••.••••••••••. 

1!~ .................. . 

1~.!5 .................. . 

1~.!7 •...... 

19'!9 ........... . 

1\131 ......... . 

TABLE 12.-Populaliou per Physicau iu Al01wlaiu Stales for Ccrtaiu Years Siucc 1886 

~lontnnn 
~ 

Pop.Jl{'r 
Phys. !'h)'s. 

n 5CY.I 

175 817 

22a 635 

2H 

2~ 

311 

3'13 

360 

.&17 

lil2 

s;s 
636 

6<ll 

610 

r.r,g 
525 

507 

G(lj 

.&54 

"'" 
782 

756 

6:J2 

(ll0 

5S4 
j34 

651 

5!11 

569 

000 .... 
1,0"6 

1,0$3 

1,000 

1,111 

Idaho 

Pop. per 
Phys. Phys. 

51 6~0 

103 860 

135 6:-16 

100 

173 

216 

216 

038 

!!81 

343 

420 

U6 

"' l:.S 

·f<S 

110 

"' 303 

""' 

812 

512 

749 

7,&9 

llSO 

570 

4.72 

775 

7:)0 

74.2 

711 

003 

9.',.j 

1,038 

1,077 

l,O!lD 

1,162 

Wyoming 

PoJl, per 
Phys. Pill'S, 

30 693 

47 1,331 

66 948 

GO 

87 

00 

125 

H:! 

202 

235 

2.17 

2.>1 

~jf 

2117 

1,0-13 

719 

''" 723 

"' 575 

728 

739 

762 

817 

&18 

001 

Colorado 

Pop. }ler 
Phl'S, Phys. 

570 3.&1 

1,818 227 

973 4.25 

1,0Cl7 

l,HI5 

1,265 

1,543 

1,670 

1,690 

1,7i2 

1,762 

1,733 

1,713 

1,817 

I,SS'.l 

1,837 

1,805 

1,80':?. 

l,S!lS 

450 

377 

427 

3:;o 

323 

319 

4.51 ... 
101 

IG<l 
517 ... 
512 

521 

5'!1 

r..t6 

New !'.lexleo 

Pop, per 
Phys. Pill'S, 

80 1,-t95 

106 l,Ul2 

07 

130 

140 

16J 

229 

"'' 367 

"" ll7 

4.:10 

'"' .,. 
300 

365 

337 

367 

374. 

1,6[;2 

1,233 

1,3ll5 

l,lS.& 

833 

C05 

532 

761 

732 
761 

7!8 

842 

003 

087 
1,000 

!)8'! 

1,132 

Arlzonn 

Pop, per 
Phys. Phys. 

71 570 

G-t 1,:rm 

8G 1,020 ., 
113 

163 

177 

235 

2:!9 

2~6 

2H 

2Vl 

307 

333 

380 

3;2 

3'18 

3!13 

Ill 

4~14 

D'.!D 

017 

523 

514 

500 

827 

70'~ 

Utnh 

Pop .. Jl{'r 
Ph)'S. Phl'S, 

l:lO 1,030 

]~,5 1,300 

2:13 710 

265 

2iD 

2!17 

... 
405 

'" 
'"' 

8:!0 

S.H 
788 

7il 

874 

S:li 

803 

""" 001 

•oo 
871 

""' 1,0::!1 

Ne\'n<ln 

l'OJI, Jlt•r 
Phys. l'hys. 

134 465 

54 877 

foO UH 

18 

5:J 

(l(l 

,. 
131 

1'17 

HI 

121> 

130 

131 

1>;7 

8n 
;oo 
6H 

PJ 
3:!:1 

z::o 

GOO 

GOO 
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responsibility is assumed for the accuracy of the figures given in these 
tables for the first few directory years. The number of physicians and 
the population per physician in several states show some discrepancies 
which cannot he reconciled by any available data. 

In these tables the number of physicians listed by states in the 
directories prior to 1931 includes those who were retired and not in 
practice. To make the population per physician for 1931 comparable 

TABLE 13.-Populatiou per Physician "' Pacific States for C C'rtaiu Years 
Since 1886 

Washington Oregon California 

Pop. -per Pop. per Pop. per 
Year Phys. Pbys. Pbys. Pbys. Phys. Pbys. 

lSSG Polk.,, ......... , ........... 152 494 -495 353 2,148 403 

1890 ....... ......... ······ ........ 562 630 625 508 3,032 400 

1899 ........ ............•......... 739 483 697 456 2,907 417 

1896 ... ......... ····•············· 650 550 653 487 3,152 385 

1898 .... .......................... 461 775 635 500 3,535 343 
1900 .•. ........................... 630 762 ••• 638 3,56(1 416 

1902 ....... ....................... no 673 635 651 3,869 384 

1004. ••.•........... .•...•.•.•.•.•• 1,012 512 726 5i0 3,908 380 
1906 .. ............................ 1,158 ... 807 512 4,369 340 
1001) A.M. A ..................... 1,40-1 360 782 529 4,313 344 

1912 .............................. 1,630 701 1,041 646 4,767 499 

IIH4 ........ , ...... .•...... , ...... 1,644 695 1,150 585 5,353 ... 
1916 .. ............................ 1,695 674 1,187 567 5,687 418 
1918 ...... ........................ 1,698 673 1,157 581 5,9'29 401 
1921 .............................. 1,797 755 1,145 634 6,766 506 
19'>..3 ... .................••........ 1,756 773 1,158 671 7,549 454 
1925 ..... ...........•............. 1,781 762 1,176 666 8,363 410 

1927 ....... ........ ············· .. l.S07 751 1,225 640 8,854 387 
1929 .. ............................ l,R38 738 1,265 619 9,421 364 
]!)31 ................. ............. 1,!120 814 1,275 748 10,109 562 

~vith previous years, the retired and not in practice figures have been 
mcluded; t.herefore the totals i~ these ta.bles for 1931 do not agree with 
the t?tals 111 other tables 111 th1s study 111 which the retired and not in 
pracllce have been deducted. 

There are im~o.rtant variations between the states in the number of 
persons per physician. But these differences have remained about the 
same for forty-five years. The relative changes within each state have 
been largely parallel. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF PHYSICIANS ACCORDING TO GEOGRAPHIC Dl\'ISIOXS 

AND POPULATION GROUPS 

In the American ~ledical Directory all Members and Fellows of the 
American l\Iedical Association and memhers of special societies arc 
classified according to type of practice-whether 111 general practice or 
devoting special attention to a subject, or restricting their practice to 

TABLE 14.-Distributiou of All Physicians by States Acronliug to Gt'11Cral Procticl', 
Spl'cialties, Special Atleution, Retired (Mid X.:1l iu Pnutia 

Alabama ............• 
Arizona .............. . 
Arkansas ............• 
California .••••....••• 
Colorado ............ . 
Connecticut .........• 
Delaware, .••••.•••••• 
District of Columbia 
Florida ••••.•••••••••• 
Georgia .............. , 
Idaho ..•.... ,,, ..... ,, 
Illinois .••••.•...••••.• 
Indiana .............. . 
Iowa ................. . 
Kansas •.•••••.••••..• 
Kentucky .......... ,,, 
Louisiana .•••..•..... 
Maine ................ . 
Maryland ............ . 
Massachusetts .••....• 
Michigan .•••••....••• 
Minnesota ........... . 
Mississippi ........... . 
Missouri ....... , .....• 
Montana ............ . 
Nebraska ••••••••....• 
Nevada .............. . 
New Hampshire .••••• 
New Jersey ••••••••. ,. 
New Mexico .......... . 
New York ............ . 
North Carolina ...... . 
North Dakota ...... .. 
Ohio ................. . 
Oklahoma ........... . 
Oregon .•.••••••..•. ,. 
Pennsylvania ........ . 
Rhode Island ....... .. 
South Carolina ...... . 
South Dakota ...... .. 
'f(lnnessee ............ . 
Texas ................ . 
Utah ................. . 
Vermont ............. . 
Virginia ............. . 
Wushlngton ......... . 
West VIrginia ...... .. 
Wisconsin ..••..•..... 
WyOming ............ . 

Totals ........... . 

Genrral 
Practice 

1,600 
272 

1,487 
6,0:10 
1,114 
1,300 

192 
1,210 

99'J 
2,0Gl 

278 
7,230 
2,682 
2,016 
1,404 
2,086 
1,429 

635 
1,710 
4,Hi9 
8,588 
1,8116 
1,186 
8,8'!0 

327 
1,157 

88 
367 

2,8.10 
243 

13,594 
1,fl80 

"'4 
5,668 
1,661 

800 
7,831 

52iJ 
007 
412 

2,072 
4,3.'13 

285 
341 

1,760 
1.114. 
1,297 
2,040 

152 

102,151 

Sperlal· 
lsts 

275 
89 

167 
1,815 

341 
412 
37 

340 
275 
392 

20 
1,718 

502 
399 
200 
209 
825 
HI 
456 

1,270 
887 
624 
129 
875 .. 
271 

17 
58 .... 
" 3,!l.",S 

430 
69 

1,444 
340 
218 

1,007 
100 
173 

:.2 
304 
899 
87 .. 

398 
374 
228 

"' 21 

z.t,S26 

STK•rlal 
Attention 

269 
9S 

250 
1,302 

321 
308 

35 
171 
281 
337 
63 

2,008 
003 
603 
411 
m 
2-67 
161 
206 
1'9:1 
949 
507 
182 

"' 91 
2ll8 
Zl 

103 
789 

73 
2,!1"~.0 

301 
105 

1,2r.o 
404 
178 

1,894 
121 
162 
100 
370 
082 
110 
82 

343 
843 
218 
~18 
50 

23,381 

Totlllln 
A<'tl\•t• 

Prnctlcc 
2,144 

4ii9 
1,904 
9,147 
1,776 
2,026 

:W4 
1,727 
1,555 
2,7!10 

361 
11,016 

3,007 
8,018 
2,075 
2,779 
2,021 

937 
2,372 
6,334 
5,424 
2,1197 
1,497 
6,448 

473 
1,126 

127 
528 

4,18.1 
3;'>9 

zo.rm 
2,.111 

56S 
8.378 
2,405 
1,100 

11,692 
807 

1,242 

'"" 2,836 
6,2f'A 

482 
469 

2,;,()1 
1,8.11 
1,743 
a,o:n 

22.1 

150,3f,S 

Hdlrctl 

25 
ll 
26 

339 

" 37 • 25 
103 
37 
ll 
88 

" 33 
23 
31 
23 
22 
20 

"" G3 
28 
22 
09 

5 
27 
2 

" 62 
5 

J7l 
28 

1 
129 
33 
32 

119 
21 
17 
ll 

•• .. • 8 

" .8 
17 

" • 
2,212 

!"'ot In 
l'rnctlcc 

39 

" " 003 

" 68 
9 

72 
105 

6S 
ll 

200 
no 
74 
70 
57 
32 

"' 82 
101 
103 
50 
r.o 

123 
5 

32 
2 

25 
ll3 
11 

809 
32 • 149 

" " ,.. 
10 
30 
JO 
77 

127 
2 

22 

•• 
" 23 
29 
7 

8,769 

'l'otnl 

2,2M 
4!}-1 

1,9i7 
lO,C~!.I 
l,S"i 
2,1:n 

277 
1,8:!7 
l,'it.i:l 
2,!-.."!,j 

:kl:l 
]1,304 
4,01'3 
3,1:!."1 
2,11'-i 
2,lid7 
2,0i6 

\1~9 

2,4MO 
6,;';~14 

u,r.oo 
3,075 
l,!'oli!) 
fi,t.i-10 

'"" l,jg.;, 
t:n 
rm 

4,3.'>9 
374 

20,!ts2 
z.:m 

fol3 
S,fJ.'JIJ 
2,.J84 
1,2jii 

12,0.'ol ... 
1,2--!) 

f>H:i 
2,Pii2 
0,471J 

"' 411!) 
2,f ... 4 
1,!120 
1,7!ol:! 
3,10:1 , .. 

one of the several specialities. It is believed that the small number of 
unclassified nonmembers, who are counted as general practitioners, 
would not materially alter the distribution according to type of practice. 
The Directory also classifies physicians according to status of practice
whether in active practice, retired, or not in practice. Table 14 shows 
the entire count of all physicians listed in the 1931 edition of the Direc-
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tory. In nearly all subsequent tables the n~tmber ~f physicians who 
reported that they had retired or were not 111 practtce at the tnne of 
the publication of the Directory are excluded. 

There are 2,212 retired and 3,769 not in practice, giving a total of 
5.981. which is subtracted from the grand total of 156,339 names in 
the Directory, giving 150,358 physicians who are engaged in practice. 
Onlv the latter munber should be considered in determining the extent of 
medical service furnished by physicians. 

There is no absolutely accurate method by which to determine the 
number of persons served by physicians according to the size of the town 
in which they are located. It is manifestly evident that the extent of 
patronage in any locality is determined by such diverse factors as good 
roads, telephones, average income, competition of medical facilities in 
adjoining communities, recommendations of friends and relations, and 
perhaps other factors which vary from the pernicious practice of self 
medication and "patent medicine" purchasing to the contract or quasi
insurance schemes in which the provision of medical care and the selec
tion of a physician are remo,·ed from individual choice. 

In preparing tables 16 to 26 (table 15 is given for compari
son with state and geographic division populations) it has been arbi
trarily assumed that the number of people outside incorporated 
towns and dependent on medical facilities in each city is approximately 
equal, that is, that nearly the same number of persons would be drawn 
to a citv of 1,000 or 5.000 as to one of 100,000 or over. Therefore 
the totai population outside of cities, which amounted to 44,636,770, was 
divided by the total number of incorporated places to obtain the number 
to be added to each incorporated city population. The resulting quotient 
was then multiplied by the number of cities in each of the population 
groups of the several geographic divisions. The population figures in 
the tables then represent a total of the Bureau of the Census city popu
lation estimates for each population group, plus an arbitrarily estimated 
rural population surrounding the cities of the several population groups. 
This method is acknowledged not to be altogether accurate or satis
factory and it is quite certain that the amount of population dependent 
on the small cities is thus somewhat exaggerated. However, since the 
method was used throughout the United States, the resulting percentages 
carry the same errors and should thus be comparable. In many cases 
the medical facilities in cities of about 25,000, for example, are so 
superior to those to be found in the smaller cities that they will attract 
people irom a much wider area and include a considerable percentage of 
those which this calculation assigns to the cities of less than 5,000. 

It is believed that this method is superior to the one that is some
times used of assuming that the population served by each incorporated 
community is equal to the population included in the corporation. In this 
tabulation the population included within the corporation is added to the 
number derived by the method that has been explained. 

In view of these considerations, it must be assumed that there is a 
~efinite exaggeration of the population per physician in the cities under 
~:000. and a corresp?nding unde~estimation of those served by physi
cians 111 the larger ctltes and espectally those between 25,000 and 100,000. 
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TARLE 15.-.:Vumbcr of Physicians in Acti'l'C Practice and Pof'ulatioll ,.,.,. !'hysici,m, 
According to Gco_qraf'hic Dit:isious 

Phy~lc!nns 
'l'otnl Cln~!lll••tl U!l Phrflklnnfl 

:Sumtwr ot Gent•rul l'rnct!ct' nnol Cln~~llkd lUI 
Physlcluns Spcciul ,\ttentlon Sawclnl!!-l!l 

G<'Ogruphlc 
·~ ,--------'~ 

l'OJI. Jll'f ]'np, Jlt'f }'ofl, JWf 
Di\'lSIODS Populutlon Number l'hy~. ::\umbrr l'h}':!, :Sum her l'hy~. 

United Stntcs ..••.. , •.. , . l:!:!,i7a,ou l.J0,3.'8 817 12.>.~-1:! !liS ~~.~~a .C,{)J;, 
Xrw Enrdnnd .......... 8,166,339 11,101 ;;:o !l,OJ.I !!00 ~.ll·l7 :l, ~~~ :1 
3!idtllc Atlnntlc ....... 26,2G0,750 au,:;;; 'j~ :!!1,~.:.-- 8;9 0,4.~9 .C,IJfj' 
Eust Xortb Ccntrnl... 2.i,297,184 31,7.-,o 7fl7 :!ti,tj~l:; 94~ i'i,ll,'8 [,,001 
West Xorth Central •.. 13,2%,915 IG,::!:\6 su }:;,;~; ~~;.-. ~.~.:,o ;.,::!1.& 
Routh Atlantic .•.••••. 1 :;, 7113,f.S9 lG,riO:i v.-.; t:\,770 ],Hi 2,;::.i fo,715 
East South Ccntrnl ... !~.sso ,213 9,:.!.'>6 1,0tJ:i ~.1.-.9 1,:!12 l,O:tO 9,013 
Wciit South Centrnl... 12,11G,830 12,ii!l.& !.11)0 lU,~Ii:! 1,1~1 1,1:n o,o:::; 
~Iountuln .............. 3,001,058 4,2:,9 869 ::.~.:;o 1,0:12 ljO:! [,,;AI!I 

Puclttc .......... 8,1!).1,4:\3 12,10.& G03 ti,IGi l:l3:i 2,~00 3,~UI 

New England 
11Ialnc ...•••.. , •••.. , .. 797,422 937 8:i1 7% 1,002 HI 5,1)~,:; 

New Hampshire ....... 46:i,2:•3 523 8-"1 400 ~J() ;,s t',O~ 
Vermont .............. 350,611 469 767 .&2:! S:,Q 46 ';,SIS 
Massachusetts •..•.... 4,2.&9,614 6,334 671 5,01i4 8:!9 1,210 3,:141} 
Rhode Island .......... us; ,4G6 807 s.·.2 tiH l,flli:l lliO 4,:_!-tj' 
Connecticut ........... 1,600,003 2,026 7U3 1,01-l 000 412 3,:1()() 

Middle Atlnntlc 
New York ............. 12,58S,OGO 20,502 614 16,5H 701 3,!).'>3 3,11<0 
New Jersey ............ 4,041,:134 4,183 91)6 3,Gl9 1,117 r.r.1 j ,lti:i 
Pennsylvania •••...... 9,63I,3,j() 11,692 824 1l,7z:i 000 l,UG7 4,S:IIJ 

East North Central 
Ohio ................... 6,1H6,697 8,378 793 6,934 D~9 l,4H 4,f,():l 
Indiana •••....••.....• 3,2::S,f.03 3,007 829 3,3~ii 9flS ,-,,,z ii,iti2 
Illinois .•........ , .•••. 7,G30,6ii4 11,016 603 9,293 821 1,718 4,442 
Mlchlgnn .............. 4,842,32-l 5,4:!4 8!13 4,:-~.17 1,06i 1''17 ;,,4.-.:, 
Wisconsin ............. 2,939,006 3,031 D70 2,5Sio 1,137 -147 u,r.;a 

West North Central 
Minnesota ............. 2,56.1,9:>3 2.!l97 836 2,373 1,080 ,~ .. 4,10\J 
Iowa •••••••••.•.•....• 2,~;0,939 3,018 819 2,619 !iU :1~1\} 1),1!1:! 
:Missouri ............... 3,629,307 5,448 (]fo<) 4/173 79-1 805 4,HH 
North Dakota ......... G._<;O,S-15 r10s 1,340 439 1,5:i1 0~) D.~>i' 

South Dakota ......... 0!12,849 5G4 1,228 512 1,3;i3 ri2 13,:121 
~ebraskn .............. 1,3jj,903 1,7:!0 7!18 1,-1;;5 047 271 [o,O~.i 

Kansas ................ 1,880,9\JD 2,005 007 1,815 1,0:16 2GO 7,:!3.:; 

South Atlantic 
Dt>lau·nre .............. 2.19,380 2fi-l 003 227 l.O~rO " 11,443 
1\lnrylund., ....••...•• 1,6:1l,i'i:!6 2,3i2 '~"" ],916 8:i2 4.'.0 3,ii>B 
Dl~trkt or Columbia .• ~~6,8iJD 1,727 2~2 1,381 3.i.1 3411 1,400 
Vln:-lnla ............... 2,421,8.il 2,501 ""' 2,103 1,152 3~S G,O<l..i 
Wt•st VIrginia ......... 1,72fl,20.1 1,7-13 '"' 1,51.i 1,141 229 7,~.1H 

North Carolina ••.••.. 3,1i0,27fl 2,311 1,302 1,881 1,r .. •-m 4:10 7 ,3i3 
South Carolina •••.... 1,738,065 1,242 1,~00 1,()1)!) 1,1i27 173 JO,O,'ol 
Georgia •...•••••..••.. 2,009,500 2.7fl0 1,042 2,3fl8 1,213 :;!r.! 7,-1:!0 
Florida ................ 1,-IG8,211 1,5:>5 "' 1,280 1,147 205 r.,:::J:.I 

Enst South Central 
Kt>ntucky ............. , 2,61-1,5-~!) 2,779 ,., 2,480 1,0.;.& """ P,i'H 
Tt•nne~st'e ••.••........ 2,Glfi,;;.·,o 2,S36 02.1 2,442 1,071 :194 ll.fi41 
Alabama .............. 2,G4fi,2H 2,144 1,234 I.~rtl 1.no 27ii 9,f.2.1 
Mississippi ............ 2,009,821 1,497 1,343 1,368 1,409 129 t:i,;.e<o 

West South Central 
Arkansas ...... · ..•....• l,8.'i4,482 1,00-1 974 1,737 1,01".8 1117 11.10:> 
Loul>'lnna ............. 2,101,ii!l.1 2,021 1.0~0 1,t.911 1,2:19 32:i G,41'il 
Oklahoma ............. 2,300,040 2,405 "" 2,00.i 1,1r.Q :'Wl 7,1H7 
Texas ••••............• 5,82-1,715 6,264 030 5,365 I,OS<l '"' 0,-101) 

Mountain 
1Hontnna .............. 537,606 473 1,137 "' 1,2'Ul 5~ !),77:i 
lrlnllo •................ 44:i,032 ''" 1,23.1 3-H 1,30:; '" 22,2."·2 
Wyoming ............. 22.?,:-.ro.'i 22.1 1,012 2(12 ],117 21 10,7H 
C'olorndo .............. 1,03ii,7!11 1,771) [,~1 I,ni 722 "" :J,rnR 

New Mexico ........... 42.1,317 3~~ 1,1"2 :no 1,340 ., 10,0i9 
Arizona ............... 43J,5i3 4;,g "' ::170 1,177 , •• ~f)~ 

Utah .................. .:m.s~o 4R~ 1,o.·.4 :l9:i '·""' 87 r,,~,~r. 

Nevada ................ 91,058 127 717 110 '"' l7 0.3.-11 

Pat'! He 
Wnshln~:ton ........... ],;"oli3,3!'11J 1,8.11 8-i~ 1,4ri7 1,073 374 4,1"0 
Oregon ....••.........• fl."o3,7AA 1,100 7!li 97S g;;; 218 4,;;;:; 

California ............. • 5,677,2.il 9,147 621 7,332 714 1,915 a,JZ>I 
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TABLE 16.-Numbcr of Physicians iu Acti·l'e Practice and Population per Physician, 
in the United States 

Physicians 
Classified as Physicians 

Total General Practice and Classified as 
Physicians Spcclul Attention Specialists 
~ ~ 

]•opulnl Jon Pop. per I'op. per Pop.JH.'I' 
t>rUUJt!l Po)mlutlon X umber Phyfl. Numht•r ]'h)'S, :Surnhcr Phys. 

Uss thnn 5,000 52,i77,:!G8 39,229 1,345 37,972 1,300 1,257 0,987 
5,000· 9,!199 8,521,:\iV 8,!JG2 9.)1 i,ooa l,OiO O!l9 8,530 

10,000·24,9'.19 10,9':18,C.:I5 l3,4j() 8!8 ]1,295 ll74 2,155 5,104. 
2-"o,OOO-!JV,!J'JI) 13,S:Jti,l04 10,152 723 H,002 ~28 4,2:!0 3,283 

100,000 and over 36,U21,5:"15 &1,565 526 53,370 686 16,195 2,261 

Totals ....•.• 122,115,041 150.358 817 12J,532 9i8 24,826 4,945 

T AULE 17.-.Vumber of Physicians i11 Acti't•e Practice and Populatiou per Physician, 
;,~ the Nc'l.V EJ£gland Stall'S 

Physicians 
Classified as Physicians 

Total General Practice and Classified as 
Physicians Special Attention Specialists 

Population Pop. tu~r Pop. per Pop. swr 
Urou}ll> Populntlon Number l'hys. Number Ph)'S, Xumb('r Ph.vs. 

Less than 5,000 000,646 1,619 s.r.e 1,52.5 591 •• 9,581 
5,000- 9,1199 832,724. 670 1,243 622 1,339 " 17,34.8 

10,000-24,999 1,670,[~7 1,394 1,198 1,244. 1,343 !50 11,137 
2;),000-!1!1,999 2,197 ,3-IS 2,159 1,018 1,814 1,211 345 6,369 

100,000 nntl O\'Cr 2,565,034 5,259 ..., 3,809 673 1,4.50 1,769 

Totals ....... 8,100,339 11,101 136 9,014 006 2,087 3,913 

T AHLE lB.-Number of Physicians in Active Practice and Pop-ulation per Phssician, 
in the .\Iiddle Atlantic States 

Physicians 
Classified as Physicians 

Total General Practice and Classified as 
Physicians Special Attention Specialists 

l'otnllntlon Pop. Pt'f Pop. per Pop. per 
liWU)':4 Populntlon :Sum her Ph)'s, ~umher l'hys. Number Phys, 

Less than 5,000 s.ss.c,o;s 5,().40 1,167 4,805 1,225 225 25,039 s,ooo. 9,m 1,819,318 1.555 1,170 1,392 1,307 163 11,161 
10,000-24,999 2,SS:I,7&1 2,SG-I 1,007 2,490 1,158 374 7,711 
25,000-!I'J,(I!I'J 2,!181,407 3,769 791 3,0iiG 972 703 4,2-U 

100,000 nod O\'Cr 12,mr!,IG3 23,149 648 18,135 700 5,014 2,531 

Totals ....... 26,200,750 36,377 72:2 29,888 879 6,4.89 4,0.C7 

TAnLE 19.-.\'umbl'T of Physicians in Acti'l·r Practice a11d Population per Physician, 
iu the East Xorth Central States 

Phy!<lt"'ans 
Classltled as Physicians 

Total General Practice and Classified as 
Physicians Special Attention Specialists 

Popnl11tlon 
~ 

Pop. per Pop. per Pop, per liroup!< Pojlllllltlon ~umhf'r Phy11, Numhrr Phys. Sum her Ph.vs. 
Lrss thnn 5,000 8,6H,359 6,701 1,200 6,56< 1,317 137 63, ... 5,000..9,999 1,6.1.:l,10-l 1.8-17 ss• l,G73 1)76 174 9,3S6 10,000-24,("1',1!1 ~.()'2(),511 2,308 875 ),9fl9 1,011 ""' 6,539 2.>,000.99,9')!) 3,;'">57,31".5 4,6!lS 757 3,71'2 on 916 3,884. 100,000 nnd o\·er 9,.fo.fol,S55 16,20'.! 583 1~.680 745 3,52"2 2.681 

Totals ....... 25,29i,IS-I 31,756 797 26,G9S ... 5,058 5,001 
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TABLE 20.-Numbcr of Ph)'sicim1s in Acti'l'l.:- Practice and Population f'c·r J>hysi,·iau, 
in the ~Vrst North Ctutra/ Stales 

Physicians 
Clossttlcd os PhyslclnoJ 

Total Ornernl Pructlce and Clns!!lllrd ns 
Physicians Speclol Attention SpeclnlllltS 
~ .---------"-- -----.. 

Potmlntlon Pop. per Pop.Jwr l'oJ>. JN'r 
GrOUJ)8 }>opulutlon Nmnlu•r l'hys. :Sumlwr ]'h)'S, :Suml•''r l'h,\'11, 

Less than 5,000 8,126,718 6,486 1.2.-13 6,300 1,2S!l 1!l0 45,HR 
5,000- 9,009 674,792 1,002 673 8fi2 711l )r,() 4,•tli'J 

10,000-24,999 976,534 t,9n 495 1,500 651 471 2,073 
25,000-99,999 857,419 1,419 604 1,(145 820 3j.( 2.~!13 

100,000 and over 2,001,452 6.,458 4SS <.083 632 1,375 1,006 

Totals ..•.... 13,296,915 ]{1,336 811 13,786 !165 2,550 6,214 

TABLE 21.-Nmnbcr of Ph)'siciaus iu Activl' Practice and PopultJtiou per Physician, 
m the South Atlantic States 

Phyrdclans 
Clas!lltled as Physirinns 

Total General Practice and Clas11ltlcd aa 
Pbyslclnns Speelnl Attention 8pcelnl111l8 
~ ~ ·---.. 

Population Pop. per Pop. per )'OJI. JH'r 
Groups Populutlon Numhcr Phys. !\umber Phys. ::\mnber l'h.Y~-

Less than 5,000 9,911,819 5,906 1,6i8 '·""" 1,7.C9 240 41,2!1!) 
5,000- 9,999 939,819 1,140 S21 IYI7 !162 163 5,ifi6 

10,000-24,999 946,658 1,243 i62 InS !Jf.S 265 3,572 
25,000-99,999 1,644,116 2,7-CO 600 1,9.(6 8.C5 701 2,071 

100,000 and over 2,351,177 5,.C76 129 -4,203 .,.. 1,273 t,sn 

Totals ....... 15,793,589 16,505 957 13,770 1,147 2,735 5,776 

TABLE 22.-Nmuber of Plz)'sicians iu Active Practice aud Populatiou per Ph:ysicia11, 
;,, the East South Central States 

Physicians 
Olasl.litled as Phyrdrlans 

Total G(>neral Practice and Clasi<ltlcd as 
Physicians Special Attention SJ)t'clallsts 
~ 

Population Pop. per Pop, per l'oJJ, per 
Groups Populutlon :Sumbcr Phys, Number l'h)'~. :Smulorr Ph,YII. 

Less than 5,000 6,959,!">55 .C,6.'i7 1,501 .c,r121 1,539 116 69,006 
5,000- 9,999 552,3(£1 589 008 528 1,0-16 61 9,0C>4 

10,000-24,9!)9 645,400 897 720 748 863 110 .c,aaz 
25,000-09,999 49'2,569 7H 636 595 828 170 2,7f>2 

100,000 and over 1,237,381 2,359 525 1,767 700 5l1l 2,0!J0 

Totals ••••••• 9,887,213 9,256 1,068 8,1ii9 1,212 1,0117 9,013 

TABLE 23.-Numbcr of Phy,•sicicnrs in Acti1.•e Practice ami Population per Ph)•sician, 
in the I-V est So~ttlr Ceutral States 

Phylllclan!l 
OhlBAified as Phy11icinns 

Totnl General Practice and CiaBIIIO,·d as 
PhyBician!l Special Attention 8peclnllstll 
~ 

Population Pop. per Pop. per Pop. JK•r 
Groups Population !\'umt,rr l'hyll, !\'mnlll'r l'IJ)'s. !\'umhf>r l'h.v~. 

Less than 5,000 7,6!"12,314 5,263 1,454 5,147 1,4R7 116 65,Df'.S 
5,()()()- {1,999 992,001 1,103 SO!J i170 1,023 13.1 7,-C!".U 

10,000-24,999 800,497 1,341 rm 1,122 713 219 a,r,:-~o;; 

2fi,000·09,9'J9 800,167 1,-C.'",O [fJ3 1,094 '"' 300 2,:!!".0 
100,000 and over 1,871,851 8,437 545 2,540 737 807 2,01'!7 

Totals ....... 12.176,830 12,594 !167 10,863 1,121 1,731 7,005 
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In fact, any assumption that the medical service. ?f the avera!l'e 
community can be measured by the number of phys1c1ans w1tlun 1ts 
immediate geographic limits is contrary to well known facts. .In m.a~y 
states there are central medical institutions such as state umvers1t1es 
with attached medical schools and hospitals that sen·e a large portion 
of the state. In such states as \Visconsin and Iowa, for example, there 
arc special legislative provisions that encourage the sending of certain 
types of cases to these central medical establishments. In the two states 
mentioned, such great numbers have been sent as to give cause for sharp 

TAIILE 2-4.-.\'umbcr of Physicia11s in Actit.·e Practicc and Population per Physician, 
in the Jlotmfain Stales 

Phy!;!clnns 
Classified ns Pby!'lclans 

Totnl Geneml Practice nod Clnssltlcd us 
Physicians Special Attention Spcclnllsts 

Population Pop. per Pop. per Pop.pcr 
liroups Population !\umber l'll)'S, Number PhYS. X umber PhJ'~. 

IA'ss than 5,000 2,278,442 1,634 1,39ol 1,583 1,439 51 44,675 

5,000· 9,UV9 385,989 420 906 372 1,038 54 7,HS 

10,000-24,9')9 277,769 435 639 363 765 72 3,8:iS 

z.>,ooo-ro,m 3:!3,8::!0 657 500 462 712 195 l,GS6 

100,000 nod over 430,768 ),107 389 807 534 300 1,436 

Totals ....... 3,701,788 4,259 869 3,587 1,032 672 5,509 

TABLE 25.-J.Vumbcr of Physiciaus in Acti~·r Practice a11d Population per Physicia11, 
m the Pacific States 

Physic inns 
Clnsslfled as Phy~ldnos 

Totnt General Prnetlce nod Clnsslfled ns 
Physlelnos Speclnl Attention Specialists 
~ 

Po(mlntlon Pop, per Pop. per Pop, per 
Uruups Populntlun Number Pllys. :X umber Phya. Number Phys. 

Less than 5,000 2,09,437 1,943 1,245 1,855 1,304 8S 27,494 
5,00().9,900 G9l,32ol 630 1,097 577 1,198 53 13,044 

10,000·24,009 7i6,895 997 7i9 851 913 146 5,321 
25,001).00,009 006,903 1,486 630 1,138 823 348 2,692 

100,000 nod over 3,369,87ol 7,118 473 5,346 530 1,7i2 1,902 

Totnls ....... 8,194,433 12.174 6i3 9,i67 839 2,407 3,404 

complaint from the physicians in localities outside this medical center 
and to demands for revision oi such legislation. There are some medical 
centers that draw from the entire United States and even from foreign 
countries. This is especially true of certain groups of specialists and 
of some medical schools and hospitals. 

The figures given in these tables must therefore be interpreted with 
such recognition and evaluation of these facts as will keep in mind any 
obvious. inaccuracy. N ~,·ertheless, it is believed that these figures give 
a sufficiently helpful p1cture of the general distribution of physicians 
actively engaged in medical practice in relation to population to be of 
value in any study of this problem. 



TABLE 26.-Populatiou prr Physician in Actiz•c Pradicc Accordiug lo Populalion Groups aud Gto!Jraphic Divisious 

G<'ogrnphlc Dl\'lsloos 

llultctl Stu\<'!; ............................. . 

:S<'w EnglnnJ ............................. . 

:\lltltll<' Atlnntk .......................... .. 

Enst North C<'ntrnl.., .... , ... , ........... . 

Wt•St North Cl·utrnl. .................... .. 

South Atluntlc ...................... . 

t:n~t South Ceotrnl.. .. . 

Wt·st .Routh C'<'ntrul. .................... . 

:\louotnln ................................. . 

rnrlllc .................................... . 

Less Than 5,000 

1,3DO 41,897 1,34.3 

5Dt o,:;st s:;o 

1,225 2.j,039 1,167 

1,317 63,098 1,200 

1,~9 45,148 1,2:i3 

1,i-19 41,2W 1,618 

1,~.;>9 ro,roo 1,501 

1,457 6.i,OOS 1,4.:;-& 

1,439 

1.304 

44,6j5 

21,494 

1,39-1 

5,000-!J,W'J 

1,010 8,;'130 

1,3:l9 li,34S 

l,:J07 11,161 

916 0,3S6 

i02 4,-11}'.) 

002 5,766 

1,046 9,0.34 

1,023 7,459 

1,038 

1,198 

7,HS 

1:1,0H 

1,243 

1,170 

SS4 

673 

82.( 

938 ... 
006 

1,0')7 

1,343 

1,t;..s 

1,011 

6.31 

713 

765 

013 

5,10-1 

11,137 1,HlS 

7,111 1,00i 

6,;~10 a;:; 

2,0i3 4D.j 

3,5i2 762 

4,332 720 

s.:m 7i0 

1,211 

9i2 

on 
8:!0 

84.3 

s~s 

j!).{ 

712 

823 

3,283 

6,369 

4,241 

3,SS4 

2.~3 

2,071 

2.r.o 

'·""' 
2,fl['l2 

723 

1,018 

701 

''" 
"" 
093 

""" '"" 

100,000 ooJ Over 

. . 
0 
]. 
"' 

2.2tJl 

6i3 l,i69 

;oo 2.rm 

;.a:; 2,651 

6.'•2 l,tr.W 

j(l() 2,090 

jjj 2,087 

545 
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One characteristic of these geographic division tables does incline to 
give greater confidence in their approximate accuracy. Coverin!l" ~he 
entire nation and yet diversified so as to include extremes of vanatwn 
as to population, economic conditions, diversity of rural and urban popu
lation and other features that might affect the figures, the populatiOn per 
physician in each of the divisions, for each of the classes of medical 
practice and in each of the population groups, show a close similarity. 
This would indicate that the figures are probably as accurate as could be 
obtained by any analysis (if such an analysis were possible) that took 
into consideration all the modifying features that have been suggested. 
Nevertheless it is well to bear in mind these modifying characteristics 
in considering the tables. 

If then this arbitrary method of population distribution may be 
accepted for this study, the errors of which are constant for all sections 
of the United States, some significant conditions are found with respect 
to the number of persons per physician. In the entire United States 
(table 26) there are approximately 256 per cent more people per physi
cian in communities of less than 5,000 population than in communities 
of 100,000 population and over. Characteristics of population and its 
distribution present some exceptions to this generalization. In New 
England the communities of less than 5,000 and more than 100,000 
population show a similar number of persons per physician, but the 
communities of 5,000 to 100,000 population show more than twice 
the number of persons per physician found in the smaller and larger 
places. An exception is also found in the Middle Atlantic states, in 
which the number of persons per physician is high in places of 25,000 
population and less. 

The Mountain and South Atlantic states present the most extreme 
conditions. In these divisions there are respectively 358 per cent and 
390 per cent more persons per physician in communities of less than 
5,000 population than in places of 100,000 population and over. This 
may, of course, be due to some extent to the preponderance of the 
number of small communities over those of 100,000 or more population. 

In the remaining divisions of the United States, with the exception 
of communities of from 5,000 to 10,000 population in the Pacific states, 
the difference in the number of persons per physician appears to vary 
by less than 100 per cent. In the places of from 5,000 to 10,000 popu
lation in the Pacific states the number of persons per physician is 232 
per cent greater than in places of 100,000 and over and only 11.9 per 
cent less than in communities of 5,000 or less population. 

ANALYSIS BY STATES ACCORDING TO POPULATION GROUPS 

Table 27 shows the analysis according to population groups in detail 
in the various states, where the differences between the states are often 
C?n~iderable. T_his is m?st evident in the relation of populati<?n to spe
ctahsts and parttcular!y m the smaller population groups. This may be 
largely accounted for by some quite evident factors, viz., the number 
of specialists is so small that the ratio is exaggerated by a slight change 
in that number; it is also impossible to make an accurate allowance for 
the accessibility of the smaller cities to larger places where specialists 
may be ample. 
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TABLE 27.-i.VIImbcr of Physicia11s iu Acli'l'C Practice a11d Populllliorl f't'Y r!Jysi(itJII, 
Accordiu!l to PofrulaJion Groups aud Stalt'S 

Phyg[clans 
lllnssllled as Phr11lrlnn!l 

Total GeD('flli Practice nod Ctn~slllt•tl BS 
Physlclnna Special Attention SJil'C!ullstH 

~ ~ 

Popnlutlon Pop. J'M!t ]'op. Jlt'f J'OJI. JN'f 
Groups Population :Sum her Ph)'!!, :Sumht•r }'h)'S, :Suwt~·r J'hy~. 

Alabama 
Less than 5,000 1,851,616 1,087 1,703 1,o:.s 1,750 29 6.1,RHJ 

5,0()(). 9,999 133,628 93 1,437 so 1,670 13 10,:!7U 
10.000-24,9'J'J 249,500 3:,0 jQj 303 '" lit 4,S~I4 
25,0CKI-99,9'J9 145,913 194 752 136 1,073 58 :!,;,LU 

100,000 and over 265,494 416 ~lS 2112 1109 124 2,141 

Totals .....••• 2,646,24.7 2,144. 1,2.14 1,869 1,416 275 V,ti:!J 

Arizona 
Less than 5,000 2~9.163 175 1,424 1GB 1,483 7 sr.,!i!l.-. 

5,{)()(}.. 9,099 00,39j 60 1,370 fi6 l,GH 10 U,<HO 
25,000-00,900 00,015 218 ... 146 658 72 1,:~:u 

Totals •••••••• 435,573 olti9 949 370 1,177 .. 4,.':1!.1.( 

Arkansas 

Less than 5,000 1,517,!)11 1,169 1,298 l,H9 1,321 20 i!i,S~ 
5,000· 9,99'J 83,1l27 128 Oil 116 741 12 7,ltll 

10,000.24,!199 1Hi,IH5 313 374. 262 446 61 2,2!rJ 
25,000·00,999 133,709 294 455 210 637 Sl 1,:itr.! 

Totals .••.•••• 1,854,4S2 1,004 974 1,737 1,008 167 11,105 

California 
Less thnn 5,000 1,242,264 1,217 1,021 1,144 1,086 7S 17,017 

5,0()(). 9,999 575,1!70 486 1,185 o~;;a 1,266 Sl Hl,;iSQ 
10,0()().24,W9 r>45,697 GIO 81!5 521 1,047 89 6,131 
25,00().00,!1..19 842,4.i9 1,341 623 1,0'20 8211 321 2,6:!4 

100,000 and O\"cr 2,4i0,861 5,4V3 450 4,192 589 1,301 1,&:/J 

Totals ••..•••• 5,Gi7 ,251 9,H7 621 7,332 774. 1,815 3,1:?.8 

Colorado 
Less than 5,000 517,341 452 1,H5 43.1 1,189 17 30,432 

5,000- 9,!1.19 77,275 113 684 "" i89 15 r.,t:.z 
10,000·24,999 65,073 119 547 104 626 16 .f.,:l:l8 
25,000·!i9,9'J'J 86,60:-i 221 392 1f>7 552 64 1,:~.a 

100.000 and over 289,497 871 332 641 .f.:i2 230 1,2:i9 

Totals ••.....• 1,035,i91 1,776 583 1,435 722 341 a,o:~s 

Connecticut 
Less than 5,000 195,162 211 925 104 1,000 17 11,480 

5,000· 9,!199 84,826 132 643 125 679 7 12,118 
10,000-24,009 332,078 2.i5 1,302 2'!4 1,482 31 10,712 
2:>,000·99,9'..19 400,749 455 1.Qi9 371 1,323 84 5,8~2 

100,000 and over 604,088 973 618 700 720 273 l,S-11.1 

Totals .•.••••• 1,600,903 2,0'26 793 1,614 000 412 3,000 

Delaware 
Le~~ than 5,000 130,178 108 1,2t}:J 100 1,302 8 10,272 

100,000 and O\'er 108,202 156 ... 127 832 29 3,731 

Totals •••••••• 238,380 264 003 221 l,IY'.A) 37 6,443 

District of Columbia 
100,000 and over 486,&;9 1,727 282 1,381 303 346 1,40j 

Florida 
Less thnn 5,000 73i,fi29 4';2 },foil.'\ 4;';8 l,flll 14 52,r.~ 

5,000- 9,m 141i,l91 191 ;w 1&4 885 'n 5,377 
10,000·24.9!19 104,no 12..1 8:01 IJS t,or.o "' 4,1>1!1 
z.-,,ooo.00,9'J'J 13.1,r.&~. 2'20 601 1G2 82.."i 6B 2,::1J:l 

100,000 and over 347,077 5<9 632 3!6 872 161 2;~:/Q 

Totals .......• 1,468,211 1,[.55 9<4 l,2.SO 1.141 275 5,:1.1l> 
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TABLE 27.-Xumbt:r of Plt.\'sicians in Acti'l'£' Practice a11d Population ptr Physician, 
Accordiuy to Populatiou Groups and States-Continued 

Phy!'lclnns 
Cla:'sltlcd as Phy!'l('lnns 

Total Gcncrul Pructlce nnd Clnsslfted ns 
PhyslcilmS Spcclul Attention Specialists 

~ 

l'opulntlon l'op. per Pop. per IJop. per 
tiro ups I'opulutlon NumlJcr Pily~. Number l'hys. X umber Phys. 

Gcorl:'ln 
Less than r;,ooo 2,o:m,4~s 1,22:! ],IJ(i!l 1,1()8 1,702 24 84,!177 

.:i,t)(J(J. O,H~•!J u;u,Ot2 200 iGG 181 884 !!8 5,i15 
lO,liOU-24,!~1~ 1."1,009 223 810 177 1,0'28 " 3,955 
2:;,00(HI'J,!J:IJ 2:i::,882 422 "" 318 'i!JS 104 2,441 

100,000 nrH1 onr 21:J,:!j5 iH 3S3 fi24 ri21 1!10 1,4:i8 

Totals ........ 2,008,506 2,790 1,042 2,398 1,213 302 7,420 

Idaho 
Less thnn :..ooo 3."ol,f..S4 216 l,GZS 212 l,(i."o9 4 87,9"21 

: •• {1(10- {),[J~~J 52,130 "' ;;s 60 ""' 7 7,447 
](},000-~f,:.l:tJ -41,218 78 t.28 69 :it.li 9 4,580 

Totulll,,, .... f4j,O:J2 361 1,233 341 1,30.3 20 22,252 

Illinois 
Less thnn 5,000 2,l:l~.lj3 I,&a 1,146 l,S::!fl l,lGG 32 66.6.10 

i'i,l!OO· V.~~~J .j(j(l,.ii3 ,.. 8H 45-9 942 .'ii s.oso 
HI,OU0-24,~~~~~ 522,004 GSO 76~1 554 S!l:l ,. il,H7 
2.-.,000-0'J,!~r'J l,O:H,2l7 1,4[/9 G88 1.106 SG2 303 3,403 

100,000 ntu.l over 3,4S:J,7Si 6,430 54:2 5,200 GfO 1,230 2.8:12 

Totnls, ,, , , , ... 7,630,654 11,016 6!)3 9,298 821 1,718 4,.f.J2 

lntllnnn 
Less thnn 0,000 1,434,723 1,241 ),lii6 1,212 1,184 29 49,4i3 

5,000. 9,Wt.l 2:Jl,i01 308 7.'i2 28:! 819 25 v,2ns 
10,01""1·24,!1:1\.1 214.~48 378 72i 32J '" 53 5,1SG 
2."i,UOO·\J'.J,990 500,:lG2 620 807 501 """ 119 4,205 

100,000 und o\'er 700,869 1,300 586 1,014 ns 336 2,372 

'l'otn]!;, .... , .• 3,238,503 3,007 829 3,345 968 562 5,762 

lowu 
I.e~!' thnn :;,ooo 1,621,109 1,,,.18 l,O.i4 1,4S6 l,O!H 52 31,175 ;,,ooo. fl,!l~l!l 10fi,S4S 181 607 l.i3 718 2S 3,!1~3 to,ooo n~r.l!l 1 ifl, i21 .4.21 .f2j 330 543 91 1,!l75 2:>,(11(1-!1':1, fl~ '9 41G,:.S2 616 6i6 4f,() 996 15G 2,670 100,000 uotl onr H3,Gi9 262 548 100 736 72 1,noo 

'I'otnl!l, .. 2,470,939 3,018 819 2,619 943 399 6,1!13 

J\:nosns 
Les!l thno 5,000 1,211,301 1,010 ],1!)2 !183 1,~0 31 39,0i4 :;,ooo. fl,u:l9 !lfl,l.'l3 160 621 130 764 30 3,:nt 10,000-24,!'99 240,331 353 6:24 315 763 70 3,434 2.i,OOIHi9,!t!Y.I 9-1,125 168 5GO 124 759 .. 2,13!) 100,000 untl O\"er 233,887 "' G82 2Ul 004 8:1 2,i75 
Totnls ..•. , ... t,8..~.m 2,075 007 l,St:i 1,036 260 7,235 

1\:rntu<'kY 
l.cs~ tlum .'i,OOO 1,775,7.i7 1,341 1,324 1,310 1,3:113 31 57,282 ;,,QOO. fl.~~l!l 11'1,1'40 215 846 lUG "'' " 9,0J71 10,000-24,!~~~ 1HI,S71 liS 6i3 lT.S 759 20 ;,,!)!)4 2.·,,01)0.1)9,!~1!1 ::?:2.i,0:1:1 381 5fll 306 735 75 3,000 100,000 nnd o\·er 312,0$2 604 -470 510 612 ]54 2,0:27 
Totnls .. ,,, ... 2,014,.}5!) 2,779 941 2,480 1,054 290 8,744. 

Loul~lnnn 

Le~! thnn :;,ooo l,2GG,77.i 712 1,7';!) (jflfl 1,1'20 16 7fl,]';3 r .. ooo. O/l!)'J 1:1I.X4 100 1,320 fl2 l,4:l4 8 16,400 10,000-24,!00 8!1,0."0 103 724 lO.i 8l8 18 4,fl49 2."i,OOO ~19.!~1!1 H!"J,f,\2 ~&:; 503 210 712 " l,UC9 100,000 nnd over 4G4,1G2 BOO 5SO 5fl3 783 20i 2,24:2 
Totnl!l ........ 2,101,5!13 2,021 1,040 1,6!16 l.Zl9 32J 6,4f.G 
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TABLE 27.-Numbcr of Physiciaus in Actit!c Practia aud Population p,·r Physicitm, 
According to PofrJIIation Groups a11d Staft•s-Contimud 

Phy!l[elnna 
Clu!<slflcd us Ph)'!ll('[onll 

Total Gcncml .Pructlce and l'ln~:~Uit·tl 11111 
Physiclnns Spt•clnl Attention Spt•clulllltl 

Population Pop. pt•r POJI. )ll'f J'Ojl.Jiot'f 
liroups Population Number Phys. Numl.H.>r l'h)'!!, Numl.M·r !'h.)' II, 

Maine 
Less than 5,000 834,730 '"' 778 "' 803 " z:;;o.t'l 

5,()()().. 9,009 149,822 100 1,375 1!6 1,561 13 11 ,[o:!.'t 
10,000.24.999 150,076 125 1,201 106 l,·H6 19 7.&~1 
25,000-99,999 162,79-i 273 696 177 !!2Q 00 1,600 

Totals ...•.••• 7r17,422 937 851 796 1,002 141 5,655 

Maryland 
Less than 5,000 661,576 637 1,232 606 1,307 31 21,3H 

5,000· 9,009 33,200 28 1,186 .. 1,383 • s,:;oo 
10,()()().24.,t1.}9 50,615 86 639 70 723 10 3,1113 
25,000-99,900 77,043 1<>3 713 "' 063 28 z,;r;z 

100,000 and over 809,002 1,613 502 1,230 655 3i7 2,141) 

Totals .•...... 1,631,526 2,372 688 1,916 852 456 3,578 

Massachusetts 
Less than 5,000 73,084, ... 169 393 186 39 1,874 

5,()()0. 9,999 421,622 291 1,449 276 1,523 15 2l:l,lOtS 
10,000-24,9"J9 840,822 697 1,200 643 1,3011 54 15,[,71 
25,000·99,999 1,108,861 1,134 978 1,00< 1,100 126 '·""' 100,000 and over 1,805,225 3,780 478 2,i44 "" 1,006 1,742 

Totals .•.•.... 4,249,614 6,334 671 6,064 839 1,2i0 3,3f6 

.Michigan 
Less than 5,000 },500,088 1,0'.?0 t,4n 089 1,523 31 48,583 

5,000- 9,999 297,638 "'"' 1,154 2:!.:~ 1,277 25 11,m 
10,000-24,999 387,672 342 1,134 wo 1,292 42 0,2:10 
25,000-99,999 749,311 1,0..11 720 saa 8!.17 200 3,6:17 

100,000 and over 1,901,615 2,763 688 2,180 872 '"" 3,262 

Totals ..•....• 4,842,324 5,424 893 4,537 1,007 887 6,459 

.Minnesota 
Less than 5,000 1,400,987 883 1,587 854 1,641 29 48,310 

5,000- 9,999 147,384 171 '"' 160 ... 21 7,018 
10,000-24,999 174,176 601 310 382 '"" 179 1173 

100,000 and over 841,406 1,382 ... .. 7 852 395 2,UO 

Totals •••••••• 2,563,953 2,997 s;;o 2,373 1,080 624 4,100 

Mississippi 
Less than 5,000 1,008,169 1,006 1,6:"o8 1185 1,69-1 21 70,437 

5,000- 9,009 42,463 00 708 fil l<l3 • 4,718 
10,000-24,009 209,445 280 748 217 005 "'' a,:r.t5 
25,000-99,999 89,144 151 , .. us 7"' 36 2,4V'J 

Totals ....••.. 2,009,821 1,497 1,343 1,368 1,469 129 15,51;0 

Missouri 
Less than 5,000 1,827,290 1,591 1,1C9 1,:">63 l,lll9 28 6Ii,2r,() 

5,000- 9,009 188,851 2ll8 705 217 797 31 6,0'.fl 
10,000-24,999 183.019 ~)8 ''" 2:10 700 38 4~16 
25,000-99,999 204,009 317 ... 2:t4 876 ., 2,4ti9 

100,000 and over 1,2"l5,29S 3,004 ... 2,309 031 6lt5 1,71.13 

Totals .•••••.. 3,629,367 5,448 666 41,673 79( 875 4,148 

Montana 
Leas than 5,000 346,067 221 1,!'100 216 1,1;1)2 5 60,213 

5,000- 9,99!) 53,0-48 63 8<2 r.a 1,()01 10 0,305 
10,000-24,9:"19 65,203 86 758 ,. S<l 12 5,43-4 
25,000.99,000 73,Z88 103 712 75 977 28 2,1Jl7 

Totals ........ 537,606 473 1,187 418 1,286 55 9,775 
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TABLE 2i.-.\' 11111 f,cr of Physiciaus iu Actit'l' Practice aud PopulaJiou per Pllysiciau, 
Acwrdi11g to Population Grnuf's aud Statcs-Cor•linul'd 

PhyFicluns 
Physicians Classified us 

Total GPneral Practice und Closslflcd us 
Physiciuns Special Attention Specialists 

Pupulntlon PoJJ.Jwr POJI. per Pop. JICr 

(irouJJ~' POJJulntlon :\umber 1'/Jys. :Sumbcr Ph)'S. Number .1-'ll}'S, 

Nebraska 
Lc~s thnn 5,000 9'!;,505 796 l,Hl6 7i2 1,202 2< 38,6fi!l 

5,~ 1),:~19 72,7119 134 "'' no 6il2 24 3,0:i3 

10,1100-24.119':1 &o,Of,S H2 599 103 820 39 2,181 

2,;,()()().g!J,I~J9 77,109 190 "'" "' 575 56 1,3i7 

100,000 und owr 215,182 "' 464 3S6 640 1,. 1,681 

Totals. 1,377,003 1,726 798 ),4.55 947 271 5,085 

Nevada 
kss thnn 5,000 61,516 76 BOO 73 8-13 3 2{),505 

5,000- 0,!1!19 8,08fJ 8 1,011 8 1,011 

10,000·24,9')9 21,453 " 499 29 740 " 1,532 

Totals .. , ..... 91,0'"..8 127 717 no 828 17 5,356 

New Hnmpshlrc 
Less thnn 5,000 60,871 228 267 218 270 10 6,087 

6,000- 9,119!) 67,174 27 2,-488 z;; 2,687 2 33,[J87 

IO.ooo-24,9:19 171,687 11i1 1,137 134 1,281 17 10,099 

2,;,000-99,1.1'.19 165,561 122 1,357 93 1,780 29 5,709 

Totals ....... , 465,293 528 881 470 990 58 8,022 

:Sew Jersey 
Less thnn 5,000 714,816 637 1,122 60S 1,176 29 24,649 

r •• ooo- 9,100 426,988 343 1 ,2,15 '"' 1,310 17 25,117 
10,000-24,1199 66ll,814 522 1,283 453 1,479 09 9,707 
2:>,000-{1J,O'J9 966,432 970 996 8ll 1,192 159 6,o;s 

100,000 nod over 1,263,284 1,711 738 1,421 889 290 4,356 

Totnls ..•••••• 4,041,334 4,183 966 3,619 1,117 564 7,165 

Nt>w :Mexico 
Let~B thnn 5,000 313,014 213 1,470 203 1,&42 10 31,301 

5,000- 9,099 46,185 37 1,248 35 1,320 2 2.1,093 
10,000-24,9':19 32,41'2 40 812 22 1,015 8 4,000 
25,000-00,1199 31,636 88 465 46 888 22 1,438 

Totnl11 .••.•••• 4~,317 358 1,182 316 1,840 42 10,079 

!'i'ew York 
Leu thnn 5,000 2,!Y.i7,!'1Gfl 2,135 964 2,015 1,021 120 17,150 

5,000- 9,!199 39-4,9"!.8 <19 9<3 373 1,059 46 8,585 
10,000-24,11'99 864,!"182 969 892 521 1,Q:"J3 148 6,842 
2i'o,000-119,UOO 845,817 1,226 690 978 81J5 248 8,411 

100,000 nod over 8,42-4,770 15,753 535 12,357 682 3,396 2,481 

Totnlll ........ 12,588,066 20,502 614 16,544 761 3.958 3,180 

North Carolina 
Let~!l thnn 5,000 2,304,710 1,039 2,218 9S2 2,347 57 40,434 

5,(1()(). 0,~'9 1~.S:i1 231 800 189 978 42 4,401 
10,000-24,[1{)9 227 ,OS7 31< 723 244 931 70 3,244 
2.;,001}-lJlJ,9'J9 4:'>3,6~ 727 624 461) 973 W1 1,738 

Totnlt~ ...•••.• 8,170,276 2,311 1,372 1,881 1,685 <30 7,373 

North Dnkota 
Less thnn 5,('('(1 560,673 283 1,!181 2J30 2,002 3 186,891 

S,OOO- {1,900 41,9!'1 .. 6M 52 807 12 3,4!18 
10,000-24,!199 48.2:""' 99 "' 69 699 80 1,00! 
2J,()O().w,m 29,937 62 463 38 788 2< 1,247 

Totols ......... 6SO.S-t5 508 1,340 ... 1,551 69 9,867 
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TABLE 27.-Number of Plty.n'ciaus iu Acti'l.·c Practice and Populatiou f'•'r FllysicifJII, 
According to Populatiou Grouts aud StatN-Cmttiuu,·d 

PhYIIICinns 
Cln~slllell as Phy~lrlnns 

Total Gcnerul Prul'tlce and Chuslllt•d nil 
Physicians Spi.'Cinl Attention .Sjll'clillllll8 

~ 

Population Pop. pl'r ]'up. pt•r J>o!J. Jk'r 
Groups Population Numb<'r Phy.!!, NumiH.•r J'h)'S, ~umbt·r I' h.)' II, 

Ohio 
~s thnn 5,000 2,15!'1,2!11 1,6.1!! 1,3~3 1,003 1,347 2ll 7-l,t".S 

6,000· 9,V!J9 457,K,3 ... 842 00'.! 012 " 10,\101 
10,000·24,!.19'..1 5..."0,863 6li ... 543 1,070 " 7.~~.0 
25,000·99,999 76!1,527 SiiO 005 700 1,0'..19 If,Q r.,t:IO 

100,000 ond over 2,670,163 4,735 500 3,586 H7 1,149 :!,:1:<2 

Totals ........ 6,646,697 8,378 703 6,934 D59 ],444 4,003 

Oklohomn 
Less than 5,000 1,585,214 1,029 1,541 1,000 I,r..ss 2ll r...f,f'!!'~1 

5,11()0.. 9,999 217,183 300 710 253 858 r~ ... 0'.•~ 
10,000-24,9!)9 108,603 312 637 ''" 752 48 4,13S 
25,000-99,!'.100 63,4.00 122 520 Dl 607 31 2,04!i 

100,000 and over 331,631 630 521 451 72<1 179 l,K5:1 

Totals ........ 2,300,040 2,405 900 2.065 1,160 3<0 7,047 

Oregon 
Less than 5,000 481,176 ~"' 1,620 295 1,631 2 !!m,r,R<;j 

5,001). 9,999 77,395 103 751 85 911 18 4,:1lJO 
10,Q00.24,9jl9 6.1,540 lll 612 .. Gi6 11 :!,4:18 
25,000-00,009 28,00.1 62 45:! 48 5S.') ,. 2,00:. 

100,000 and over 303,612 623 <81 456 """ 101 1,tlliJ 

Totals ........ 953,786 1,100 707 978 076 218 4,37(i 

Pennsylvania 
LeBS than 5,000 3,111,2!13 2,2t'.S 1,372 2.182 1,4'26 "' 3fl,l71! 

5,()()().9,900 997,402 703 l,2.'".S 603 1,4:W 100 0,97-4 
10,000-24,999 1,349,::188 1,373 .. , 1,215 1,111 lf~ B,fo40 
25,000-99,999 1,169,tr.s 1,573 7<3 1,2i7 016 ~"' 3,H!".O 

100,000 and over 3,004,109 6,685 528 4,358 680 1,:127 2,2H4 

Totals ........ 9,631,350 11,692 824 9,725 ... 1,007 -4,800 

Rhode Island 
Less than 5,000 6,406 71 00 63 102 8 801 

5,()()(). 9.9!19 4J,132 11 2,4.20 11 2,420 
10,000-24,009 114,8:">4 38 3,02:! 31 3,104. I 114)1.'",f 
25,000-99,999 26!.1,383 175 l,f .. 1!} 165 I,G:l-3 10 2tl,tr.\8 

100,000 and over 255,721 006 505 3<15 701 ,., l,bU 

Totals ........ 687,496 801 852 6<1 1,003 !00 .f,'M 

South Carolina 
Less than 5,000 1,33.1,432 692 2,252 578 2,307 ,. lifo,241i 

5,000- 9,9'J9 128,084 130 IJ92 110 1,08-f. 11 ll,726 
10,000-24.1199 8{1,2:,0 l3l 6f.S 107 800 " 3,[,P4 
25,000-00,999 100,000 380 "' ''" 711 "'' l,C.:~ 

Totals ........ 1,738,765 1,242 1,400 1,009 1,627 113 10,051 

South Dakota 
Less than 5,000 577,553 379 1,52-t 300 1,578 13 44,427 

5,000· 9,VJ9 14,5!~ " 603 2f) no • 3,1l-41J 
10,000-24.,9<".19 65,045 05 '"' 71 920 .. 2,148 
25,000·99,009 34,767 66 621 65 1132 11 3,100 

Totals ........ 692,841) "" 1,228 512 1,353 .. 13,324 

Tennessee 
Less than 5,000 1,664,013 1,203 1,38.1 ],168 1,424 35 47,543 

5,000. 9,99'J 19-t,371 221 &80 2111 001 211 9,11{1 
10,000-24,999 f£,,.C88 &; 782 70 V:l() 16 4,4:l.J 
25,000-99,099 31,879 .8 "'' 38 &10 10 3,JH8 

100,000 and over 659,805 1,270 616 005 ... "' 2,101 

Totals ........ 2,616,556 2,836 9"..3 2,442 1,071 ""' 6,641 
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TAnLE 27.-Numbcr of Physicimzs ;,,_Active Practice and Pofmlalion per Physician, 
Accordin!J to Pof'liation Groups and Stales-Continued 

Physicians 
ClnssUied us Pbyslclnns 

Totnl General Practice and Classltled as 
Physlclanl 

Population 
Spedal Attention Specialists 

l'oJitllntlon Pop. per PoJ), per Pop. per 
Uroup!l Population Number Phys. Number Pbys. Number Phys. 

Texas 
Lcs11 than fi,OOO 3,2."~2.4a 2.sr"1 1,395 2,302 1,426 61 64,361 

5,000. 9,999 5.'".U,fl27 5<ID g;g 509 1,094 60 9,Vi2 
10,000..21,V'J9 3l.l.'">,Si9 693 6f.S .., 606 102 3.881 
z;,,ooo.!1J,tW 513,437 7<8 686 573 800 175 2,934 

100,000 and over 1,07G,O"".l8 2,001 fi38 1,490 722 511 2,106 

Totals ........ 5,824,715 6,264 ll3() 5,365 1,086 899 6,479 

Utah 
Less than 5,000 280,133 ]52 1,843 152 1,843 ., 7;349 5,000· 9,9'J9 25.1,300 28 l,O;J() 24 1,225 

J0,1Xli).24,!1J9 15,770 19 530 16 1,051 4 3,943 
2.'"o,()(J0.!1J,IJ99 41,276 47 SiB 38 1,086 9 4,586 

100,000 and over 141,2n ""' 5!J9 166 851 70 2,018 

Totols •••••••• 507,846 482 1,054 395 1,286 87 6,837 

Vermont 
Less than 5,000 230,393 2<7 933 240 000 7 82,913 

r •• OOO- 9,999 68,148 .. 725 83 821 11 6,195 
10,000-24,009 61,070 128 m 100 611 28 2,181 

Totals ........ 359,611 469 7IfT 423 BOO 46 7,818 

Vlra:lnla 
Leu than 5,000 1,520,2R5 1,105 1,376 1,034 1,470 71 21,412 

!i,()()(). 9,999 13!1,205 H4 967 125 1,114 19 7,327 
10,000-24,999 182,021 185 984 145 1,2fl5 .. 4,551 
:!.'"o,000·00,999 2.'"~1.6f>8 8.'",() 725 262 968 88 2,882 

100,000 and over 326,G82 717 456 637 608 180 1,815 

Totals .•••..•• 2,421,851 2,501 968 2,103 1,152 396 6,085 

Washlneton 
Less thtln !i,OOO 695,997 429 1,622 416 1,678 18 63,538 

5,00(). o,m 3i,959 41 926 37 1,026 4 9,490 
10,000.24,!19!) 167,658 276 607 236 710 40 4,191 
2."o,000-9'J,9!.19 00,381 83 800 70 9<8 18 5,106 

100,000 and over 595,401 1,002 694 698 853 304 1,959 

Totals ........ 1,563,300 1,831 854 1,457 1,073 874 4,180 

West VIrginia 
Less thon 5,000 1,18-1,501 831 1,425 810 1,462 21 56,408 

5,000· l),m!) 148,376 107 717 175 848 82 4,637 
t0,000-24,m ]14,046 181 "" 137 &12 .. 2,592 
2<),000·00,999 282,222 624 639 393 718 131 2,154 

Totals •••••••• 1,729,205 1,743 992 1,515 l,Hl 228 7,584 

Wisconsin 
Less thnn 5,000 1,412,08-1 947 1,491 ,,., 1,517 16 88,255 5,000· 9,!l!l9 1R5,:t19 191 9i0 166 1,117 25 7,414 10.000·24,fi9'J 2.">4,22-1 201 874 247 1,029 " 5,778 2." •• ooo.ro,m !'.00,038 688 737 550 922 138 3,673 100,000 and over 580,42.1 914 635 690 841 224 2,591 

Totals ..••••.• !,009,006 3,031 970 2.584 1,137 U7 6,575 

Wyoming 
Less thfln 5,000 15!"1,5~4 121) 1,2.17 124 1,2'6 5 31,005 !'i,000-9,999 29,4il " 670 38 7i6 6 4,912 10,{)0().24,9'.."19 36,570 60 731 •o 914 10 3,657 

Totllls .•.•••.• 2:!5,565 228 1,012 202 1,117 21 10,741 
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DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO SIZE OF CITY 

One of the questions that have been much discussed in recent years 
is the tendency of physicians to congregate in large cities. There has 
been no previous nation-wide study to determine the extent of this 
movement. In tables 28 to 37, the exact distribution of total physicians 
in active practice, general practitioners, specialists, and those" giving 
special attention to a subject are given according to their location in 
the several sized population groups. 

Table 28 gives the number of physicians for the entire Unikd States, 
classified as general practitioners, specialists and special attention, 
according to the size of the city in which they are located. This shows 
a steady increase in degree of specialization with growth in size of the 
city up to and including the 500,000 to 1,000,000 population group. 
There is then a slight decrease in the last classifications. It is more 

TABLE 28.-Number of PhJ'siciatJS ill AcJive Practicr in tire United Statt"s Dis
tributed Accordiug to Pofmlaliot£ Groups and by Number aud Pacrntagl' in 

General Practice, Limited Specialty or Special Atlcr11iou Within Each 
Population Group 

Total General Practice Bpcclollsts Special Att('ntlon 
Physicians 

Population Groups In Practice Total Per Cent Total Per Cent Total Per Cent 

Less than 1,000 ..... .•.•... 19,114 17,278 00.< 3i6 2.0 l,f60 7.6 

),01)(). 2,499 ............ 11,33S 9,473 83.6 8'l3 2.8 t,u:w 13.6 

2,500· 4,999 ............ 8,780 6,621 75.4 s;,s ••• 1,001 18.2 

5,000· 9,999 ........•••. 8,962 5,989 .... """ 11.2 1,974 22.0 

10,()()().. 24,999 ...• .•.•.... 13,450 8,400 62.5 2,155 16.0 2,8!15 21.5 

25,()00. 49,999 ........ .... 9,218 5,3-U 57.9 1,862 20.2 2,015 21.9 

50,000- 99,999 ....•....... 9,!134 5,779 58.2 2,358 23.7 1,707 18.1 

100,()()().249,999 ...•••.•••.. 13,269 7,782 58.7 3,215 24.2 2,272 )7.1 

250,000-499,999 .•.. ...•...• 15,591 9,427 60.5 3,609 25.1 2,255 14.4 

500,000-999,999 ............ 12,631 7,930 62.8 8,201 25.3 1,r,oo 1t.9 

1,000,000 and over ......... 28,074 18,131 .... 5,8i0 20.9 4,0i3 ]4.5 

Totals .............. 150,358 102,151 67.9 24,826 16.5 23,381 15.6 

significant, when considering adaptability to the demands for service, 
that even in the cities where specialization is greatest the number of 
complete specialists is in only a few instances more than 25 per cent 
of all the physicians. For the entire United. ~tates th~ ~umber of spe
cialists is 16.5 per cent of all actively pracl!cmg physiCians (chart 5). 
When it is recalled that the specialists in the larger centers usually extend 
their services beyond the limits of the cities in which they are located, 
these figures seem to indicate that the general distribution of physicians 
in regard to specialization is not greatly at variance with the demand for 
these services. 

This conclusion receives further confirmation from an examination 
of tables 29 to 37, giving the same information by geographic divisions. 
Nowhere is there any greater deviation from the rate of distribution of 
services than can be accounted for by economic and racial conditions, • 
which have produced corresponding differences in the distribution of 
nearly all other goods and services. 
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Chart S (based on table 28).-Number and percentage of physicians in active practice in the United States classified as general practitioners, 
limited specialists and giving special attention. (American Medical Directory, 1931.) 
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TABLE 29.-.Numbcr of Plrysiciaus in ActitH' Practia in the New England States 
Distributed According to Population Groups and by Number arrd Percentage 

in Gruaa/ Practice, Limited Spccialt)' or Special Attcutiou. Within 
Each Populatiou Group 

Total General Practice Specialists Special Attention 
Physicians 

Total Per Cent Total Per Cent Population Groups In Practice Total Per Cent 

Less than 1,000 .••••••••••• "' 382 86.2 26 5.0 S5 7.9 

1,()()(). 2,4:19 .••••••••••• '"' 551 82.7 .. 6.3 73 11.0 

2,[,00.. 4,!1..19 •••••••••••• 510 "' 80.8 26 5.1 72 14.1 

5,Ckl0- 9,!1\)'J •••••••••••• 640 50S 75.8 <8 7.2 m 17.0 

10,000- 2-f;,99'J •••••••••••• ],394 ... 68.0 150 10.8 296 21.2 

2.'i.ono. 4U,roo .••••••••••• l,U3 783 68.5 153 13.4 207 18.1 

50.~ 9("1,9()9,,, ••••••••• 1,016 636 62.6 192 18.9 188 18.5 

100.000·249,!00 .••••••••••• 2,819 1,721 81.0 670 23.8 428 15.2 

2W.000~9!l,9119 ••.••••••••• 67:5 257 10.5 500,000-{1{)!),!199 .••••••.•••• 2,UO 1,403 780 32.0 

1,000,000 and over ... o o. o•• 

Totals .............. 11,101 7,344 66.2 2,087 18.8 1,670 15.0 

TABLE 30.-Number of Ph3•sicians iu Active Practice in till' }.fiddle Atlantic States 
Distrilmtrd According to Population Groups and b:y Number and Percentage 

in Grnrral Practicr, Limited Sprdalt)' or Special Attention ~Vithin 
Each Populatiou Group 

Total General Practice Specialists Sveclnt Attention 
Physicians 

Population Groups In Practice Total Per Cent Total Per Cent Total Per Cent 

Less thnn 1,000 ............ 2ol:ID 1,8.15 85.8 97 4.5 207 9.7 
1,000- 2,400 ............ 1,36..1 1,110 81.4 54 4.0 109 14.6 
2.500- 4o9!Y.l ............ 1,5:~ 1,192 77.5 .. 5.5 262 17.0 
5,000- 9oll99 ............ 1,555 1,007 68.6 163 10.5 "" 20.9 

10,000. 2~.!1!1{J ............ 2.SG4 1,916 00.9 374 13.1 574 20.0 
2.5,000. 49,999 ............ 1,4:>5 8.11 57.1 269 18.5 355 24.f 
50.000. 9!1om ..•••••••••• 2,314 1o426 61.6 434 18.8 454 19.6 

100,Q00.249,0CI9 ............ 3,346 1,300 59.2 497 21.2 459 19.6 
250.000·49\l,m .•••••••••• o 1.m3 1,077 64.4 323 19.3 273 16.3 
500,{)()0.{)99o!l99 ...••••••••• 2,.1.19 1,438 61.5 592 25.3 309 13.2 

1,000,000 and over ......... 16,791 10,973 65.3 3,802 21.5 2,216 18.2 

Totals .............. S6,S77 24,255 00.7 6,489 17.8 6,633 15.6 

TAnLE 31.-Nrmrlur of Ph)'sicians ;,. Aclit-•e Practice in the East North CeulraJ 
States Distributed Accordi11g lo Population Groups and by Number and 

Pcrcrrrtage iu Grncral Practice, Lim.itrd Specialty or Special Attention 
lVitlrilf Each Popnlatiou Group 

Total General Practice 
Physicians 

Specialists Sveclal Attention 

Population Groups ln Practice Total Per Cent Total Per Cent Total Per Cent 
.LeSS thno 1,000 ............ 8,287 2.935 00.8 88 1.2 264 8.0 

1,000· 2,400 ........ o ••• 2,036 1,724 84.7 88 1.9 274 18.4 
2,r.oo- 4,0!1!) ............ 1,378 1,048 76.1 61 ••• 269 19.5 
5,(100. n.m ... o•o······ 1,sn 1,244 67.4 174 9.4 ,,. 23.2 

10,00(). 24,(199 ....... ooooo 2,308 1o422 61.6 809 18.4 577 25.0 
25,()('(). 4P,9!19 .. , •• , •••••• 2o700 1,580 58.4 481 17.8 645 28.8 
50,001). 9(1,911!) ...... 0 ••••• 1,002 1,138 57.1 435 21.9 419 21.0 

100,000·249,!199 ..... oo•o·•· 1,885 1,075 57.0 462 24$ 348 18.5 
250,00Q...f,!J9,fl9!) .......... 0. 3,180 1,982 60.8 840 26.4 <OS 12.8 
500,000·999,999 ............ 2.564 1,649 64.3 572 22.3 843 13.4 

1,000,000 and over ......... 8,573 5,417 68.2 1,648 19.2 1,508 17.6 

Totnll .......... o ... 31,756 21,214 66.8 6,058 16.9 6,4SC 17.8 
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TADLE 32.-Number of PhysicimJS iu Aclit.'t' Pradia in lilt' rr,·.d Xarlh Ct'l/lral 
States Distributed l'lccordi,~ to Pofm/atiou Groups m1d by Xumht•r ana 

Percentage in Gcueral Practice, Limift•d Specialty or Spaitll .-1/lcution 
lVithiu Each PopulatimJ Group 

Total General Practice Specialists Speclnl Attt>ntlon 

Popula tlon Groups 
Physicians 
In Practice Total Per Cent Total Per Cent 'l'otal Per Cent 

Less than 1,000 ......••••.. 8,335 2,9:18 88.7 38 1.1 019 10.2 
1,000· 2,400 ••• ~ •••••••• 1,910 1,519 79.5 •• 2.6 3<2 17.9 
2,500- 4,9'J9 •••••••••••• 1,241 8<8 68.3 03 7.5 306 24.2 
5,000- 9,999 •••••••••••• 1,002 580 57.9 '"" 15.0 Zi':! 27.1 

10,000· 24.999 •••••••••••• 1,971 1,087 55.1 .t71 23.0 .. 13 21.0 
25,000· 49,999 •••••••••••• 524 272 51.9 120 2'"~.1) )32 2:•.2 
50,000- 99.999 ••• 0 •••••••• 895 '"' 51.8 2[>4 38.< 177 10.8 

100,000-249,999 •••••••••••• 1,202 6!">6 54..6 33:1 27.9 211 17.5 
250,000-499,9119 ..••••••.••• 2,225 1,325 59.6 581 26.1 310 H.3 
500,000-999,999 ............ 2,031 1,306 6<.3 459 22.6 266 13.1 

1,000,000 and over ......... 

Totals •••••••••••••• 16,336 U,015 6i.4 2,550 15.6 2,ht li.O 

TABLE 33.-Number of Pltrsicians in Acti'ZN: Practice i11 the South Atlantic Staft•s 
Distributed According t~ Population Groups and IJ'y .J!lumher aud Pt•ranfa!lt' 

in General Practice, Limited Spuialty or Spcc'ial Attention Jl'itlriu 
Each Pop~tlation Group · 

Total Genernl Practice Specialists Special Attention 
Physicians 

Popula tlon Groups In Practice Total Per Cent Total Per Cent Toto.l Per Cent 

:Less than 1,000 .......... ,, 3,115 2,8.'11 00.9 68 2.2 216 6.0 
1,000- 2,400 ............ 1,644 1,400 85.1 67 u 177 10.8 
2,500- 4,!.199 ............ 1,147 8!".4 74.5 105 0.1 188 16.4 
5,000- 9,999 ........... ~ 1,HO 769 67.5 163 H.3 208 18.2 

10,000- 24,999 ..••••..•••• 1,243 ""' 59.2 2J;5 21.3 242 10.5 
25,000- 49,999 ............ 1,049 001 57.3 ~,. 25.4 182 17.3 
50,000- 99,999 ............ 1,691 019 54.4 52-S 31.2 "' 14.4 

100,000-249,999 ..••.••.•••• 1,422 845 59.4 31l0 2.'i.3 217 15.3 
2.",0,000-499,999 .••• - •••••• - 2,441 1,643 67.3 5:10 22.0 2fl2 10.7 
500,000-999,999 ... - ••••••• - 1,613 1,118 69.3 377 z:u na 7.3 

1,000,000 and over .•••••••• 

Totals .............. 16,505 11,716 71.0 2,735 16.6 2,05-4 12.4 

TABLE 34.-Number of Ph)·siciaus iu Acti'l•c Practia in tlte East Srmth Crt1/ra/ 
Stat~s Distributed According to Populatirm Grouts and II_\' Sumba allll 

Percentage il£ Genaal Practice, Limited Specialty or Sf'ccial Attcntiou 
TVithiu Each Population Group 

Total General Practice Speelollsts SDeelol Attention 
Physicians ~ 

Population Groups In Prnctlee 'l'otn.l Per Cent Totn.l Per Cent Totn.l Per Cf'Ot 

:Less than 1,000 ............ 2,GOO 2/102 93.0 38 1.< nl !'i.6 

1,000- 2,49'J ............ 1,071 012 85.2 27 2.5 132 12.3 
2,500- 4,9'..19 ............ 876 685 78.2 51 5.8 HO w.o 
5,000. 9,999 ............ 589 <13 70.1 01 10.4 11!"> 1!1.5 

10,00().. 24.999 ............ 8~17 572 (1.1.8 HO Itl.6 176 1!1.6 

25,000- 49,9')9 .••• -- •••••• 4~~ 2"0 !">8.2 '" 22.9 •• 18.9 

50,000- 99,999 .... - ••••••• 276 173 62.7 6:5 23.5 3.~ 13.8 
100,000-249,!:199 ........ - ••• 775 <GO 60.5 178 2.1.0 12"1 16.5 
2-;j(),000-409,999 ............ 1,r..8-l V2B 58.0 "' 26.1 24~ };j,3 

500,000-999,999 .••••••••••• 
1,000,000 and over ••••••••• 

Totals .............. 9,256 6,944 15.0 I,O'.n 1I.9 1,215 13.1 
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TABLE 35.-Sumbcr of Physiciaus i11 Acti-z.•c Practice iu the West South Central 

Stairs Distributrd Accnrdi11{1 to Poprdatio11 Groups and !Jy Number aud 
Prrcrulo.ffl' in General Practice, Limited Spccialt;y or Special Atteutiou 

lFithin Eaclz Population Group 

Total General Practice Specialists Special Attention 
Physlclnn!l 

Total Per Cent Total Per Cent Total Per Cent Populutlon Groups In l'ructlcc 
LcFs thnn 1,000 ....•.••.... 2,009 2,381 .... 12 0.6 116 4.6 

1,0110- 2,4!.11),,, ••••••••• J,r...s<l 1,370 8<).7 23 1.5 lSi 11.8 
2/.4)0- ~.!r.•u ..........•. 1,174 889 75.7 81 0.9 204 17.4 

5,000· {l,:t..{l •••••••••••• 1,103 710 64.9 133 12.1 234 23.0 

10,000- 2~.!~.'!1 .•.•.....••• 1,3-ll 81< 00.7 219 16.3 303 23.0 

2.i,OOO· 4U,[)99 ............ 615 :333 64.2 "' 23.4 138 22.4 
50,000- fi:.J,!I9'J •••••••••••• S:G oli7 57.1 222 26.6 1W 10.3 

100,000-2~9.!10'J ••••••..•... 1,.">87 !lOS 57.2 406 25.6 273 17.2 
z.· .OO,f1().4 !19,11':1!1 •••••••••••• 1,850 1,072 68.0 491 26.5 287 15.5 
500,000·0!19,11.19 ............ 

1,000,000 uud over ......... 

•rotuls •.........•••• 12,594 8,900 71.2 1,731 13.7 1,903 15.1 

TAnLE 36.-Number of Ph)•sicians iu Active Practice in the Mountain States. Dis
trilmtcd According to Pofmlation Grortfrs and by Number mrd Percentage irJ 

Gcm·ral Practice, Lim.ited Specialty or Spaial Attention. Within 
Each Poprtlation Group 

Total General Pl'actlct Sptclallsts Special Attention 
Physicians 

Populutlon Groups in Practice Total Per Cent Total Per Cent Total Per Cent 
Less than 1,000 ... , ........ 743 666 89.5 18 2.4 60 8.1 

1,01.10· 2,49'J ............ 533 436 81.8 9 1.7 88 16.5 
2,.'..00- 4,!1'J'J ............ "" 265 74.0 " 6.7 69 19.3 
5,000- 9,\I':I'"J ....•....••• 426 23< 55.6 .. 12.7 135 31.7 

10,000- 24.~1\/(J ............ 435 246 56.6 i2 16.5 lli 26.9 
2,;,00(). 4il,!i!1J ............ 562 269 4.7.9 166 ~-5 127 22.6 
50.000- W,!I':I'J ............ '' 49 51.6 29 30.5 17 17.9 

100,0110-:!4!1, fY.IlJ ............ ,.,. 110 46.6 70 29.7 66 23.7 
2;'.0,000- 4\1':1 ,II'J'J ............ 871 482 55.3 230 21!.4 159 18.3 
&Ml,000-9!.19,!1./U ............ 

1,000,000 and over ......... 

'l'otul11 .•...•.•..••.. 4,259 2,759 64.8 672 15.8 828 19.4. 

---· 

TABLE 37.-Numbcr of Plr)'sicimrs in Active Practice in the Pacific Stales Dis
tributed Accorditrg to Population Groups atrd by Numbl!r mrd Percentage in 

Gcul'ra/ Practia, Limitl'd Specialty or Special Attl'ution Within 
Each Pop11latiou Group 

Total General Practice Specialists Special Attention 
Population Groups 

Physicians 
In l'ractlce Total Per Cent Total Per Cent Total Per Cent 

Uss than 1.000 ............ sr .. 'J 739 86.6 41 4.8 7ll 8.6 1,()0(). 2,~!19 ............ . .,., ~51 8~.8 14 2.6 67 12.6 
2,f.OO· ~.m ............ 5f8 428 76.7 S3 6.9 97 17.4 
6,000- 9,!109 ............ 630 4.55 72.2 63 8.4 122 19.4 

10,000- ~4.!~.19, ........... 997 659 60.1 146 14.6 192 1{1.3 
25,000- 4'J,!I':i9., ...•.••••• 666 382 57.3 149 22.4 135 2Q.3 
50,000- W,II':I'J ............ 820 497 60.6 109 24..3 124 15.1 

100,000· ~ 4!1,!/119 ............ ""' 60S 61.0 237 23.8 152 15.2 
2.'..0,000-4!l'J,fl99 ............ 1,76; 968 64B 494 27.9 306 17.3 
500,000 {HI.!I':I{I .. ,, ....... , 1,6-14 1,016 61.8 4.21 2Ji.6 207 12.6 

1,000,000 and over ......... 2,710 1,7-U 64.2 620 22.9 349 12.9 

Totals ..•.....•••... 12.174 7,94.4 65.2 2,407 19.8 1,8!3 15.0 



37 

COMMENT ON SPECIALIZATION 

There has been much discussion of specialization in recent years. 
It appears that some of this discussion has been based on incorrect or 
incomplete information as to the extent to which specialization has 
proceeded. 

The Committee on the Costs of Medical Care 2 presents the results 
of a series of studies which seem to indicate that from 24 to 39 per 
cent of the physicians in the United States today are complete specialists. 

The same conclusion has been accepted by the Commission on 
Medical Education. 3 

The results of a complete analysis of all physicians listed in the 1931 
Directory seem to indicate that there is a fundamental defect in any 
conclusion drawn on the subject of specialization from sampling through 
questionnaires. This defect may be due to the tendency of a dispropor
tionately large percentage of those who consider themselves specialists 
to respond to such a questionnaire. There may be a corresponding 
tendency of general practitioners to neglect such a questionnaire. 

It is hard to account in any other way for the uniform tendency of 
such sampling to show a much higher degree of specialization than a 
complete analysis proves to exist. 

Any classification of physicians according to specialties must lack 
accuracy because of the absence of any clear definitions or standards. 
In the American Medical Directory, which is now the only source of 
information on this subject, including all physicians, the physicians 
classify themselves. There is no universal, national standard of spe
cialization that can be satisfactorily applied at present to check this self 
classification. The survey of the l\Iichigan State Medical Society' 
offers almost the only example of an attempt to go behind this classifi
cation to determine to what extent the physicians classifying them
selves as specialists were so considered by their immediate confreres. 
The committee in charge of this study asked the public relations com
mittee of each county society to list its classification of the society's 
members. The result • shows that in the opinion of the local public 
relations committee a considerable percentage of those who had classi
fied themselves as "partial specialists" in the American Medical Directory 
were considered as general practitioners. 

It seems fair to assume that in many cases physicians who classified 
themselves as giving "special attention" to a subject should be classi
fied as general practitioners so far as their service to the community is 
concerned. Their statement to the Directory may indicate a situation 
varying all the way from a mere wish, interest or intention to a real 

2. Leven, Maurice: The 1ncomes of Phy!liciaml, p. 51. Prehle~, A.: :\fedical Facilitiet1 
in the United States, pp. 25-27 and appendix 3. Wt"iskotten, W, G.: Tendenc::iea in Medical 
Pr-actice, J, A. Am. M. Colleges, March, 1932, pp. 65-85. 

3. Final Report of the Commission on Medical Education, 1932, pp, 114-119. 
4. Report of the Committee on Survey of Medical St:rvic:es and Health Agenciet, 1933, 

pp. 57-64. 
5. Report of the Committee on Survt'y of Medical Services and Health Agn~cie1, p. 63. 
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entrance into the field of specialization. Moreover, in this study it has 
been impossible to measure the extent to which this wish, i~te_rest. or 
intention will be or may have been converted into actual spec~altzatton. 

If all those who classified themselves as giving "special attention" 
to a subject are transferred to the list of general practitioners, there 
are in the United States 83.5 per cent general practitioners and 16.5 per 
cent specialists (table 38). Chart 7 is a graphic presentation of the 
geographic division totals in table 38. The bar divisions represent 
actual numbers and show the rank of geographic divisions according to 
number of physicians. Chart 8 is drawn in such a way that percentages 
of general practitioners and specialists in each geographic division can be 
compared one with the other. 

Recently, certain special boards of examiners have been created for 
the purpose of testing thoroughly the candidate's ability in one of 
the special branches of medicine. The certificate of one of these boards, 
generally speaking, may be taken as a fair indication of competence. 
As this report goes to press there are only about a half dozen specialties 
which have thus far established examining boards. Moreover, since 
these examining boards have no legal status, the submission of an appli
cant to a board examination is purely voluntary and the certificate of 
the board cannot be adopted universally as the sole criterion of ability. 

If, however, some such means is generally accepted by the medical 
profession as a measure of competence for limited specialization, it is 
conceivable that the list of limited specialists may be reduced in actual 
numbers but is likely to represent a greater degree of certitude regarding 
the physician's qualifications. If and when the time arrives that all 
specialists will be thus more accurately listed, medical directory figures 
will assume a new and more dependable meaning. In the meantime, 
revisions, within certain limitations, can be undertaken for those special
ties that have undertaken the more dependable methods of certification. 

It seems to be generally agreed that about 85 per cent of human ills 
can be satisfactorily managed by a general practitioner. If this con
clusion is correct, there seems to be no justification for the claim that 
specialization has proceeded to a degree that is harmful to the best 
interests of both the public and the medical profession. 

The distribution according to types of practice, in table 39, is 
intended to show the percentage of physicians in each geographic 
division who in 1931 were devoting themselves to a particular specialty. 
The general practice and special attention groups are combined in the 
first percentage, since throughout this study special attention has been 
considered essentially general practice for the purpose of professional 
and statistical classification, although it must be recognized that where 
no limited specialists are found the community may benefit from the 
greater familiarity with special subjects that should come from more 
thorough study or additional experience. 
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TABLE 38.-Perccnlagc of Ph.\'sicians iu Actih· Practice in Eadz Stut,._ .·lccordi111/ 
td the Classifications .. Gt:IIN"al Practice and Special Attention" and . 

"Limited Specialists" 

Phy!!lelnna 
Clns~Ull'd as Phy~lrlnns 

GenHnl Prnl'tlce and Clns~!lled 1111 
Total Special Attention Spccinll!!ll 

Somber of 
Geographic Divisions Pbyslclnns Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 

United States ..••..••..•••••••....... 150,358 125,532 83.5 2M~6 16.5 
New England .••••••• ,.,,.,, ...•.• 11,101 9,0lf 81.2 2,0.'17 18.8 
Middle Atlantic ..•.••••••••••••.• 36,377 2ti,S88 82.2 6,-t&J li.S 
East North Central. ••..........• 31,756 2G,GV8 84.1 5,o-:,g 15.9 
West North Central ..•..... , •.... 16,336 13,786 s.u, 2,fo[,() lli.O 
South Atlantic .........••........ 16,505 )3,i70 s:u, 2,i:J;; 16.6 
East South Central. •... , ........ 9,256 8,159 88.1 1,0'J7 11.9 
West South Central ....••.•...... 12,594 10,863 so.s 1,731 13.7 
Mountain •••••••••••••••••••••.•. 4,2:"•9 3,[.>87 84.2 672 15.8 
Pacific ............................ 12,174 {1,767 80.2 2,4.07 1{).8 

New England: 
Maine ..........•..••••.•••••..... 937 700 85.0 141 15.0 
New Hampshire .................. 528 .f.jO 89.0 r~ 11.0 
Vennont ......................... 4t.i9 '" 00.2 " • •• ltlassachusetts .......•••......... 6,334 5,004 7!1.9 1,2j0 20.1 
Rhode Island ..................... fl(fT 647 80.2 100 10.8 
Connecticut .......... , •.......... 2,026 1,614 711.7 m 20.3 

Middle Atlantic: 
New York ........................ 20,502 10,5-14 80.7 S,!lr,g 19.3 
New Jersey ....................... 4,183 3,61ll 88.5 ''" 13.5 
Pennsylvania .••.•............... 11,602 0,725 83.2 1,007 16.8 

East North Central: 
Ohio .......................•...... 8,378 8,934 82.8 1,f.f.f 17.2 
Indiana .......................... 3,007 3,34.5 85.6 5(.2 lf..f 
Illinois ........................... 11,016 9,296 8f . .f. 1,718 1fi.6 
:Michigan ......................... 6,424 4,537 83.6 887 16.f 
Wisconsin .••.....•.••.••••....... 3,031 2,584 85.3 .., lf.7 

West North Central: 
Minnesota ........................ 2,997 2,373 7D.2 .,. 20~ 
Iowa ............................. 3,018 2,619 88.8 ~ .. 13.2 
~lii'SOUrl ....... , ,, ................ 5,-148 4./)j!J 8:1,!) 8ir. JH.l 
North Dakota .......... ,., ...•... ""' ""' 88 .• 69 13.6 
South Dakota .................... 564 &12 00~ " 0.2 
Nebraska ......................... 1,726 1,455 84.3 Z11 lfi.7 
Kansas ........................... 2,075 1,815 87.6 200 12.5 

South Atlantic: 
Delaware ......................... "" 227 88.0 "' lf.O 
Maryland ........................ 2,372 1,{1)6 80.8 4r,o 19.2 
District of Columbia ............. 1,727 1,381 80.0 ,.. ro.o 
VIrginia .......................... 2,501 2,103 84.1 3{)8 15.9 
West VIrginia .... ,., •............ 1,7f3 1,515 88.9 228 13.1 
North Carolina ..••....•.•..•••.. 2,311 1,881 BU .f.:JO 18.6 
South Carolina .•..•.....••....•. 1,242 ),069 86.1 173 ]3.9 
Georgia .......................... 2,700 2,398 S."i.O 392 14.1 
Florida ........................... 1,555 1,ZSO 82.3 276 17.7 

East South CentraJ: 
Kentucky ......................... 2,779 2,.C80 80.2 ""' )0.8 
Tennessee .•••.•••....•••.•.•.•.•• 2,836 2,4-'2 88.1 394 13.9 
Alabama ......................... 2,144 1,869 87.2 275 12~ 
Mississippi •••............•....... 1,491 1,368 91.4 129 8.6 

West South Centra!: 
Arkansas ......................... 1,904 1,737 91.2 167 8.8 
Louisiana ........................ 2,021 1,696 83.9 32.> 16.1 
Oklahoma ..... , ............... ; .. 2,405 2.065 85.9 340 1U 
Texas ............................ 6,264 6,365 85.6 BOO U.f 

Mountain: 
Montana ......................... 473 "" 88 .• 55 11.6 
Idaho ....••..••••.••••••••..••.•• 861 3ft ... 5 ro ••• Wyoming .•...•••.•••••.....••... 273 202 00.6 21 9.4 
Colorado ......................... 1,776 1,435 80~ 841 19.2 
New Mexico ...................... ..... 316 88.3 " 11.7 
Arizona •••.••..••••••••••....••.• 459 370 80.6 89 ]9 . .f. 
Utah .......•••••••...•...•••...•. •• 2 395 82.0 87 18.0 
Nevada ........................... 127 110 86.6 17 13.4 

Pacific: 
Washing-ton ...................... 1,831 1,4!i'l 79.8 .,, "'·' Oregon ........................... 1,198 978 81.8 "'" 18.2 
California ........................ 9,U7 7,332 8().2 1,81li 19.8 
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The data in table 39 were prepared in units corresponding to the 
geographic divisions to make it possible to compare these geographic 
divisions more easily, one with the other. 

On the other hand, table 40 utilizes the same data as shown in 
table 39 but makes the distribution in a different manner. In this table 
the figures represent the percentages of the physicians in active practice 
in the entire United States who practice in a stated specialty in any 
geographic division. Totals are obtained, therefore, by adding hori
zontally in this table. In table 39 it is possible to compare within the 
geographic division the percentages of physicians in each specialty, 
whereas in table 40 the percentages of physicians in a stated specialty 
are comparable for the several geographic divisions. 

Table 41 summarizes the actual numbers of physicians in each spe
cialty by states. The totals of table 41 are shown graphically in chart 9, 
which indicates strikingly those fields in medical practice in which there 
are the largest numbers of physicians who have a hope or an ambition 
to become a limited specialist, sometime. 

TABLE G 1.-S peciali.=ation iu Germany 

Physicians General 
Groups or Cities Population In Practice Practice 

I. 52 over 100,000 ....••.. .......... 19,782,000 18,007 9,610 

'· 4.9 with 50,000-100,000 ........... 3,578,300 2.90'.! 1,432 

3. 158 with 20,000·50,000 .... ........ 4,805,600 3,725 I,!YJ3 

•• 270 with 10,000-20,000 ............ 3,589,900 2,469 1,740 

529 Total. ..................... 31,755.800 27,103 l4,7i5 

Per Cent 
Specialists Specialists 

8,397 46.6 
1,470 50.7 
1,732 46.5 

729 29.6 

12,328 45.6 

The total number of physicians in active practice in 1931 were 
again distributed in table 42 by actual numbers according to population 
groups within the several geographic divisions. At the bottom of each 
geographic division will be found numbers which represent the per
centages of physicians in a stated type of practice in that geographic 
division. Near the top of the table will be found a summary giving 
numbers that represent the percentages of physicians in the entire 
United States who are engaged in general practice or a stated specialty 
in a particular geographic division. 

It is difficult to compare the extent of specialization in various 
countries. The standards of specialization are so different that it is not 
safe to assume that the same things are being measured. A recent 
study in Ger~any gives certain figures according to groups of cities that 
are presented m table G I for what they are worth in making such a com
parison. 0 The context does not state whether the population as given is 
only that included in the corporate limits of the city or all those in the 
surrounding rural territory who might be supposed to receive their medi
cal service from the physicians in such cities. It would seem, however, 

6. Deutsches Aerztt"blatt, May 19, 1934, p. 529. 
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TABLE 39.-Pcrcculagc of All Physicians in Each Geographic S11hdi~·isiou A.-cord
iug to Gcuera/ Pr(U'ficc and Special Atlcution, Sprcialtics, Rttin•d aud 

Gf'nrral practice and special 
attention" ................ . 

0. A. L. R .................. . 
Surgery .. , .. , ............•.•• 
Intcrnul medicine •.•.•...•... 
Pediatrics ............. , ..... . 
Obstetrics and gynecology .• 
Neurology, psychiatry ••••••. 
Urology .......••••.•••••••••• 
Roentgenology,, ••••• ,, ..... 
Public health ....••..•......• 
Dermatology ..••••......•..• 
Orthopedic surgery ••••••.••. 
Pathology, .•.••••••••.••.. ,, 
Tuberculosis .. , .. ,, ... , ..... . 
Industrial medicine ..•..•.... 
Proctology ......... ,,, ..... . 
Am•sthc!da ... , •. , .......... .. 
Bal'terloloJ:"y ............ , ..•• 

Total pcrecntaJ:e In 
aetive pral'tlce .... , ...•.• 

Not In practice ........... .. 
Retired .................... . 

Total percentage ••••..•. 

•The percentage of: 
General practice ..••••••..• 
Special attention •••••••.•• 

77.:iH 
4.0G9 
2.934 
2.U:!4 
1.110 
O.OSI 
1.764 
0.748 
0.7H 
0.53.1 
0.525 
0.843 
o.:wt 
0.413 
O.Oi7 
O.Of.O 
0.184 
0.03{ 

95.501 
2.770 
1.729 

100 

Not in Practice 

79.934. 
4.381 
2.511 
2.910 
l.lii:i 
1.332 
l.Hll 
0.801 
0.746 
0.281 
0.522 
0.-141 
0.3-15 
0.241 
0.163 
0.160 
0.118 
0.027 

~ 
o-
~f: 
•o 
·~ ~0 

81.432 
4.063 
2.i36 
2.:i22 
1.000 
0.814 
0.7f..3 
0.700 
0.625 
0.42-1 
0.3.. .... -1 
0.278 
0.2f.S 
0.2-:l.-, 
0.215 
O.t-.10 
0.082 
0.018 

97,289 00.8.">8 
1.770 2.013 
0.941 1.129 

100 100 

81.617 
4.30-1 
3.043 
2.:i16 
0.841 
O.f.._lit 
0.805 
O.GSI 
0.4!11 
o.:n8 
0.:}.)5 
0.337 
0.243 
0.2:li 
O.O:lG 
0.118 
0.047 
0.02-1 

96.71{ 
2.149 
1.137 

100 

~ 
.Co 
'5.=! 
c-oo< 

79.784 
3.610 
2.810 
2.ti:ll 
1.0<8 
0.5:!3 
0.<82 
1.000 
0.6:...'0 
0.973 
0.319 
0.3:10 
0.284 
0.2<2 
0.075 
0.(~7 

o.o:--s 
0.023 

05.631 
2.665 
1.704 

100 

84.94 
2.S8 
2.12 
JJ,j 
0.71 
o.:m 
0.48 
0.70 
0.41 
1.10 
0.2.:i 
0.2G 
0.21 
0.2-1 
O.O:i 
0.07 
0.03 

00.30 
2.32 
1.32 

100 

8.1.478 
4.042 
:?.121 
1.8<3 
0.701 
O..C61 
o.:'i-lo 
O.VO:I!J 
0.62:.! 
0.377 
0.377 
0.207 
o.a:-.3 
0.246 
o.om 
0.~12 
0.140 
o.oos 

03.780 
1.9:\i 
1.2>3 

100 

79.!177 
4.704 
2.2.10 
2.2~·2 
O.tml 
0.-&l;.s 
o . .-~"(1 
0.7:a; 
O.fN) 
o.r •. ·,; 
0 9·1'1 

o:~:\4 
0.424 
0.959 
0.04;1 
0.0117 
O.OS!J 
0.045 

OUHJI 
3.0:1'.! 
2.007 

100 

7!U24 
•. ~0:12 
!?.G~I,j 

3.086 
I.O'.f.l 
1.2.-·7 
o.;::s 
1.122 
0.768 
o.;.o4 
0.-t:li 
o.;.-.o 
0.437 
0.4 .... !1 
o.o..•-:1 
0.173 
O.t:!;, 
0.0\:i 

91.GH 
5.202 
3.154 

100 

SO. SO 
.uo 
•• 113 
2 . .-J(J 
1.00 
0.111 
0.00 
O.&J 
0.114 
o.r.o 
0.41 
o.:m 
o.:n 
o.:!O 
0.13 
0.12 
0.10 
0.0'.! 

00.18 
2.41 
Uol 

100 

63.180 64.869 64.705 65.212 67.SS.1 72.29 68.8.54 61.510 f.9.801 65.34 
14.367 15.005 16.727 16.405 11.901 12.65 14.6:!4 18.481 13.7:!3 14.00 

TABLE 40.-Perceutage of All Physicians i" tlte U11ited States Accorcliug to 
Geographic Subdivisio1J and Specialt').' 

G('neral practl('e and special 
attention• ••..••••.••••..•• 

0. A. L. R .................. . 
Surgery ... , ...•.•.•.••••••••• 
Internal medicine ........... . 
Pediatrics ................... . 
Obstetrics and gynecology .• 
Neurology, psychiatry ...... . 
Urology ..................... . 
Roentgenology .••••••••.•• ·· 
Public health ............... . 
Dermatology ••.•••••••••••• • 
Orthopedic surgery ••••.•••• -
Pathology .••••.••••••••••••• 
'I"uberculoels .•••.••••••••• • • • 
Industrial medicine: ••••••••• 
Proctology ................. • 
Anesthesia .•••••••••••••••• •• 
Bacteriology .............. • • • 

Total percentage In 
Active practice .......... . 

Not In practice ......... •• .. 
Retired ................... .. 

Total percentage of all 
physicians ••••••••••• •• 

•The percentage of: 
General practice .•••••••••• 
Special attention .••••••••• 

7.18 
7.38 
8.29 
7.02 
8.67 
8.04 

H.60 
6.46 
8.26 
7.97 
o.r.e 

16.09 
7.22 

10.32 
•. 36 
8.59 

12.50 
12.12 

7.38 
8.54 
9.09 

7.U 

7.19 
7.14 

23.81 
25.55 
22.83 
27.18 
27.55 
35.12 
31.00 
23.92 
27.76 
13.50 
30.56 
27.09 
2£.60 
19.35 
29.61 
30.77 
28.95 
30.31 

24.19 
17.56 
15.91 

23.92 

23.74 ..... 

:S 
" o-
Z~ 
~me •o 

"'" 
21.27 
20.78 
21.80 
20.00 
20.92 
18.&1 
17.80 
19.32 
20.40 
17.87 
19.75 
H.U-1 
18.14 
16.56 
43.69 
24.62 
17.76 
18.18 

21.12 
17.51 
16.13 

20.97 

20.77 
23 ... 

10.98 
11.34 
12.49 
10.62 

9.00 
8.11 
9.70 
8.54 
8.26 
7.33 
9.41 
9.36 
8.45 
8.60 
2.91 

]0.26 
5.26 

12.12 

10.86 
9.113 
8.68 

10.80 

10.78 
11.85 

10.97 
9.74 

11.79 
11.34 
11.86 
10.01 
9.00 

13.00 
10.64 
21.59 
8.62 
9.53 

10.10 
10.11 
6.31 
7.69 
O.fiB 

12.12 

10.!18 
12.21 
13.29 

11.04 

11.47 
8.78 

6.f.O 
4.32 .... 
3.72 
4.34 
2.40 
8.30 
U8 
3.88 

]3.62 
3.76 
4.11 
4.12 
-4.95 
~ .. 
3.59 
1.98 

fl.16 
5.92 
5.74 

().]{ 

··"" 52> 

.0 

" 0-.,. 
-::: 
~~ 
l<u 

8.05 
8.21 
fl.71 
6.10 
6.31 

'·" 6.10 
9,r;) 
8.00 
6.30 
7.68 
4,43 
9.49 
6.88 
4.37 
6.15 

12.00 
3."' 
8.38 
6.69 
7.55 

8.32 

8.77 
8.14 

0 

!i 
0 

" 0 
::! 

2.86 
S.29 
2.43 
2.fi2 
1.96 
1.48 
1.00 
2.45 
2 . .50 
8.21 
1.57 
2.40 
3.V2 
D.25 
0.117 
HA 
2.63 
6.06 

2.83 
3.61 
•. 07 

2.87 

2.i0 
3.5< 

7.i8 
9.39 
8.70 

10.24 
9.31 

ll.i8 
7.00 

11.07 
10.15 
8.01 
9.00 

11.119 
lUIG 
13.98 

'·"' 11.7{) 
11.8-4 
6.00 

8.10 
18.33 
18.94 

s.;.o 

7.7S 
7.80 

100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 

100 
100 
100 

100 

100 
100 



T ABLF: 41.-Distributiou of PhJ,•siciaus by Statu According to c,·ncral Practia a11d to Limited Practice and Spuial Allen/ion Ill the S f't•,·ialit i,·s 

OLstdrlcs nnd NE"Urology 
O.A. L.R. Surgery Pediatrics Gyn{'('olo.:y l'!'}"chlatry Urology Roent~o:enology 

. 
~ ~ • . c < . • ~ • • • • ~ ,, 0 0 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 0 

;; 
_, 

;; -.;-;:; ;; -.;;:: ;; =;:: ;; ]:a !! =~ ;; =~ 

~ 
.!c 

" -· " -· " -· " -· " -· ~.'< t.'< 00 ~ ... ~~ ~ ~B t:B Genernl Internal PuiJI!c 11. 11. ·~ i!. 11. " l'ructlce llcJicinc Health ~~ ~~ ~- ~~ ~~ ~- ~ £< Stutes "' ., .. "' «< "' "'"" "' "'"" "' «< "' "'"" "' Alnbunua ......•...•••• 1,000 38 42 00 10 " 119 23 88 • 58 • 8 10 9 ' 9 
Arlzonu .•........•.... 2;2 " ' 23 • 9 •• • 5 0 15 I 2 • 5 ' 3 
,\rkuJJ.~us .............. l,·b7 :J:j II "' 15 2:! 00 5 29 • .. ' 6 10 "' II 8 
(:ullfvrulu ............. G,u:;O 3'.!-l "' 4:!1 75 271 5W 113 70 122 300 79 30 JOj fi7 j"\1 ,. 
Colon•do .............. 1,114 51 • 100 17 54 137 18 .. • 5\.1 " • 17 • 18 • Conrwctkut ........... 1,:!11(1 00 IU V2 20 &J 105 .. •• 20 71 :J:j 24 15 II " 5 
Delu\Vure .............. W! I 3 10 2 8 12 2 • I 0 • 2 • I 2 I 
Dlstrkt of CoJumhlu .. t,:no " "" "' IU 45 37 " " 

,. 
"" 21 10 23 u ta 0 

Florhlu ................ V:·!J .. 1:! 7i:i 21 .. 117 17 23 " 72 7 5 23 12 17 • Ueor~lu ............... 2,061 ;; 19 80 • 00 151 37 42 18 75 15 • 30 lU II 12 
Iduho •...... , ......... :!iS I I II • 3 .. I • 9 1 I I 2 
IJJiuola., ........ , , , ... 7 ,t:lO ''" :!'J 4ti9 143 280 787 120 1!'>4. 103 4\18 80 fi2 94 IIi '"' 57 
Indluuu ............... :!,u..-.2 73 u li!:l 74 112 2H 21 03 23 ll7 20 12 35 2'J 2:1 27 
Iowu .................. 2,016 ijJ u J:)!l .. S2 200 21 50 II ]!11 20 7 " 13 10 27 
Rnnsna ................ ],~04 35 " "' 50 GO lf.S • 25 • 00 " 10 10 II 10 " Kentucky .............. 2,~ti 43 9 b:l 42 73 ]:!!) 7 61 7 7& " & 10 17 II 20 
Louls/uun ............ , 1,4:!!1 " 10 w 13 40 11:0. " 10 12 '"' 10 8 2& 13 17 • JUnlue ... , .. ,,, ...... ,. 635 17 7 " 21 18 73 5 7 8 20 • 5 7 & • 7 
lUnr)'lllllcl ........ ,., .. 1,710 ... 20 70 " 70 42 "' 42 45 42 35 20 2:i • 10 5 
Mussu('/lllsl'lts .......• 4,1G!J Hi'J 2:. 2tJ:I 01 207 343 84 09 81 100 142 " 54 37 47 .. 
M!ehlgun .............. a,.-.ss Hi9 :!4 2(14 80 1<3 3<0 07 75 &8 2J7 30 30 42 34 40 34 
Minlll':mtn .... , ..•.... , l,btiO J2!J 1:? '" " IIO 271 " 25 20 93 "" • 18 II 22 7 
Mls!'Js.sipJII. •••....... , 1,1~0 13 IG 3!.1 5 .. 80 8 .. 3 38 0 3 • II 3 • ]l!ll'HlLirl. .............. 3,s:w 1:n " 2;~ 78 159 289 &0 62 &0 147 ., 27 GO 27 28 15 
Montnnn .............. 327 12 3 22 7 10 .. 8 1 " 2 1 2 4 I 5 
Nebrnsku .............. 1,157 45 3 o• 23 " 138 15 24 13 &9 12 II II • • 15 
Ne\'lldn ................ b8 1 5 I • • 2 5 I 

'2 1 1 2 
New Hnmpshlre ....... 307 • 3 22 5 " r~ 2 " 1 II 3 I 2 I • Ne\V ,J,•n>e}' ............ 2,830 01 7 Uil 73 79 2:18 &0 81 39 1 .. 2.i .. 25 37 32 28 
New Mexico ........... 243 • 8 9 3 2 .. 1 7 2 12 1 3 1 I 2 
New York ... , ......... 13,ii94 003 77 008 249 583 850 281 300 319 ... 305 127 201 130 148 99 
North Carolina ....... 1,580 ~· 20 107 21 07 " 31 50 10 05 15 7 29 15 10 10 
North Dukotu ......... 3:14 II • 25 10 Hi r~ I • 3 2' 2 2 I • 3 
Ohio ................... 5,611S 227 51 3;)5 128 259 3!13 92 125 67 289 80 27 09 52 65 03 
Oklnh01uu ...... , .... !. l,lltil 40 0 10'! "' " 1:14 15 "' 15 80 10 • 21 :!G 7 II 
Orl'gon ...••••••....... soo " 5 08 7 35 . , 10 6 10 30 6 • " 3 r. 4 
Penn:;yl\•ntdn ••••.•... 7,8.11 3:1.1 21 579 282 271 518 101 202 140 377 104 7l 9G 100 99 80 
Rhode l!!lnnd .......... 526 22 0 33 10 35 "" 0 12 8 27 12 • • 8 7 • South <'nrolinu •...... 907 14 13 30 10 30 50 l:i 32 7 21 9 7 l7 4 • 10 
~outh Dukotn ......... 412 5 I 21 10 " 49 2 5 1 21 ' 2 1 4 I 5 
'l'ennessec .••••••...... 2,072 55 39 89 .. GO 1fi9 30 27 15 .. " 10 29 9 20 9 
Texas ................. 4,383 123 10 281 57 140 420 55 81 29 219 .. 21 08 55 40 37 
Utah .................. 28.) " 4 29 8 9 55 7 5 3 25 8 2 4 6 2 3 
Vcnnont .••••.•.•.. _ ... 341 3 2 15 12 8 27 2 7 1 18 • 2 4 2 3 5 

• Virglnlu: .............. 1,760 08 17 105 .. 62 121 81 •• 10 85 .. 8 19 18 19 17 
Washington ........... 1,114 52 • 113 18 52 188 28 8 29 79 l3 7 28 • 18 ' West Virginia ......... 1,297 30 l7 61 l7 5I 80 10 l9 7 " 5 3 13 15 8 5 
Wisconsin ............. 2,().16 " 16 126 43 82 2:!4 28 33 10 112 28 10 20 30 19 10 
WYOTIIiDg., ••••....... 152 10 ' 7 81 1 6 8 2 1 2 1 

'l'otala ............. 102,151 4,003 778 6,410 1,991 4,114 5,656 1,568 2,232 1,418 5,036 1,401 699 1,346 1,023 I,OO:i 780 



Orthopedic Industrial 
States 'l'uiJerculosls Dermatology Pathology Surgery Medicine Proctology Anesthesia DacUrlology Totals 

. ~ 
~ • !l • ~ !l !l • ~ • !l • • !l • 0 • • ~ ... 0 _. 0 0 " 0 _. 0 0 _. 0 _. 0 !l 0 .. !Hi .. Cij:W ':a Cij:W .. ';;;: .. Cij:W .. c;:; .. -;; .. a;;:> .. a;;:> "' ., ., ~& ., -· ., -· ., -· ., g~ ., -"• ., -· ., -· • 00 Oo oo Oo o• ~~ 00 • • 0~ 0 0 0~ • 0~ • ·~ !!. !!. -~ • • !:.~ o; " c.~ " c.~ " c.~ " "~ " o.~ c.~ c.~ .. c.~ .. 
"' 

.,., 
"' "'"' "' 

.,., 
"' 

.,., 
"' 

.,., 
"' 

.,., 
"' 

.,., 
"' 

.,., 
"' 

.,., 
Alnbnmn .••.....•..••.... 1 ' 7 ' ' 6 1 1 8 8 8 275 269 2,144 
Arizona .•.•.....•...... ,, 10 10 1 1 1 1 2 6 ·; 1 89 "' .-:,u 
Arkunsns •••... ,, ..•.••. , 3 • 2 2 1 1 3 5 9 1 3 167 2:.0 1,004 
Cnlllomio. .... , .......... 52 30 45 10 .. 13 57 23 11 73 18 8 17 22 2 2 1,815 1,30'l 9,147 
Colorudo ........ .' ....... 20 " 6 11 ' 7 2 •• 16 3 5 8 7 2 1 an 321 1,7i6 
Connecticut .... , ......... 10 6 18 6 3 2 22 • 7 2 3 3 5 412 308 2,0'!6 
lJcluwnrc .... , ............ 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 I 37 35 21H 
District of ColumiJiu .... 2 6 • I 8 9 6 2 2 ' 1 5 13 1 2 3<6 171 1,i27 
l:'loridn ......•.•••.....•• ' 3 7 5 ' ' 1 1 5 1 7 1 ' 205 281 1,;;;.:; 
Gl•orgln .................. 3 3 8 1 9 2 9 2 1 • 1 5 2 3 1 3!'12 337 2,700 
I~luho .................... 1 2 3 20 63 3tH 
Illinois .. , .••.. ,,, ...... ,. 17 " 40 21 31 15 32 32 39 115 10 28 s 20 3 1,718 2,0GS ll,OIB 
ln1JIUUU ............ ,,,, ,, 11 12 12 11 0 3 7 7 8 28 7 20 10 lU 1 002 003 3,907 
Iown ..................... 5 3 8 5 5 ' 7 1 2 11 8 s 13 399 003 3,018 
h:.!IUSIIS ... ,,,, ... ,, ...... , s 1 6 2 2 1 ' 9 2 21 2 • 260 m 2,075 
h:.cntud,;y ....••........•• 8 7 8 3 5 2 0 s s 12 3 7 3 10 1 299 3!14 2,101) 
Luutstnun ................ 2 7 10 ·; 11 6 5 s 2 12 2 • 5 ' 1 325 267 2,0'!1 
Mnlnc .................... 5 s 2 s 1 • 1 5 2 2 3 HI 161 v:l7 
1\lnrylnml.. ...•......•..• 0 7 10 ' 8 ' 11 1 0 ' 3 1 2 0 2 4.".0 206 2,3<2 
Mn~~uchusctt~ .••. ,, ,,,,, 23 " 37 " 22 5 fiD 23 5 18 ' 8 12 10 ' 6 1,2i'O 8!.15 o,:hl-l 
~llehil{llll ................. 23 10 2S 8 16 5 12 8 16 3> 12 13 1 0 1 2 "'' U49 5,.(24 
hiJtliH'liOtll. .. ,,.,,,,,,,,. 10 • 16 7 16 5 17 3 1 15 7 s 1 1 8 6:!4 507 2.~1'J7 
~~~~~~s~lt'ill.. .... ,,,, ..... 5 ' I 2 2 1 1 I '1 3 3 ·; "'" 182 l,-&!17 
Mb~ourl ................. 9 13 22 12 15 5 2l ' 3 30 16 2 20 1 875 "' ii,HS 
Montnnu ............... ,, 1 1 1 1 s 2 1 55 91 4i3 
l\d>rusku ........ , , , ..... 1 I 8 2 1 2 7 1 5 ' 10 1 271 2"' l,i2G 
l\t•vntln ........ ,, •....... 1 3 1 17 22 }:!j 
Nt•w llnmpshlrc ........ , , ' 1 2 2 3 3 58 103 "' l\t'W Jt•fSL')",., .. ,,,, .... ,, u Ui 17 15 II 12 16 17 0 20 s 12 2 "'' 1 2 f,fo-1 iSU 4,1&1 
~cw llt·xlco ...... , ... , ... II " I 1 2 2 -1:! 73 a-• 
:\l'W York .. , ... ,., ....... r~ 196 130 75 .. 52 l11 w 31 68 37 35 30 "' 0 • 3,!1.".8 2.0~o(l 2Q,[iJ'l 
l\orth Cnrollilll ..... ,, ... " 19 s 3 • 1 7 3 1 3 ' 9 2 .4:\Q 301 2,311 
l\nrth Uukotu ........... 2 I 2 1 I 1 I 69 lOJ "" tlhlo .............•••..... '" ~:; :;s 18 z:; 12 33 13 23 .. 17 " 12 " 1 1,4H 1,2to6 s.:ra~ 
OklnhtiU\Il.,,, .......... , 5 • " II 5 3 5 3 3 7 2 20 ' ' 3m ••• 2.~n.·, 
tlr<".:Hn .............. , .... • 1 " s 5 0 2 13 ' s 1 218 108 1,1 ~l(l 
Pt·nu~ylnmltl ........ , ... :!:o ;,; ts 32 5'' 32 38 23 24 63 20 20 6 23 3 s 1,\Jtjj l.l'~14 ll,t;·~! 
Hhndt• l~hHl•l ...... , ..... 3 ' 2 5 2 0 3 1 2 1 2 2 I }(;{) 1:!1 ""7 ~onth t'nr\lllhn .........• 2 1 ' 7 ' I s 2 3 0 1 1 ] j3 1ti2 1,2~2 
~outh Onkotu ••.....•..• I 1 3 1 52 100 ;.(;-1 
'l't•ll!lt'~~l~' •••......••..••• 9 9 s 3 9 2 13 I 1 7 s 5 s 3~·4 370 2,"':ti 
'l't•xus .......... , , .... , . , , 2'.! Hi 21 9 2S 0 IG 7 ' 27 6 12 u 12 1 8'.1J 1~2 6,:!1 ... 
l'tnh ..................... 3 ' 6 3 ' 1 87 110 4~2 
\'t•nnont ............ , .... 1 1 2 1 1 2 s •• " 4•·9 \'tr.:tntn ... , ... , .......... 11 s 7 ' ' ' 12 1 II 2 5 s 3!<8 3.f.3 2,".(11 
\\'n~h!nl{ton ............. 7 ' 8 1 9 3 10 0 7 2 ' ' 3;4 3U t.e:a 
Wt·~t \'1r~lnlu ............ ' 5 5 2 ' 5 2 1 IS 1 ' ' 2'2:-3 219 1,443 
\\'IH·nn~!n ................ 0 21 8 9 10 ' 7 ' ' 21 2 5 1 ' "' r..::.3 3,031 Wyumlnl; ................ s 21 w t:l3 

Tnt till! ..•... ,, •••• , .•• -&t).,j 5jj' 638 319 ... 2'!$ 009 '-"' 206 i62 19.:; ""' 152 ... S3 30 24.6~ 23,381 1.:;(1,3.".0: 



. D SPECIAL ATIENTION 

I LIMITED SPECIALTY 

Chart 9 (based on table 41).-Numbe-r of pbysidan1 who are clanified as limited specialists or as giving 
special attention arranied according to type of practice, (American Medical Directory, 1931.) 



United State! •• ••• • • • • • • .. • • • .. • • 
J..e8!1 than 1,000 ••••••••.••• 

1,()()(). 2,•w ••••.••••••• 
2,500· 4,999 .......... .. 
5,000· 9,:.00 ••••••...••. 

10,000- 24.~99 •••••••••••• 
25,01)(). .C9,!fJ'J •••••••••••• 
w,ooo- ro,O'JIJ .••••••• ----

Ioo.o00-2-t!l,!fJ9 •••••••••••• 
2i..O,OCKH~I9,V'J'J ..•••••••••• 
soo,ooo-oro,!fJ'J ..•••••••••• 

1,000,000 and O\'er ......... . 

Geographic Divisions: 
New England ...•••••••• ---·· 
Middle Atlantic ............. . 
East North Central.. ...... .. 
West North Central ..•.••••• 
South Atlantic ............. .. 

• East South Central.. ...... .. 
West South Central ........ . 
Mountain ................... . 
Pacific .•••••••••• -··········· 

New England: 
Less than 1,000 •••.••••..•• 

1,000· 2,4!19 ........... . 
2,500· 4,9!19 ••••...••••• 
o,ooo- 9,m ..•......... 

10,000- 24,t199 ..•.•••••..• 
25,000- 4!J,m ••..•••• •••• 
r.o,ooo- 99,9'..111 •••••••••••• 

100,000-249,!)!)9 •••••••••••• 
2W,000-400,!J'J9 •••••••••••• 
[)00,000-999.999 •••••••••••• 

1,000,000 and over ........ .. 
Percentage of nil physicians 

In this area ••••.•.•.•••••.. 

Middle Atlantic: 
Less than 1,000 •••.•••••••. 

1,000- 2,4!)9 ••••...•..•• 
2,r..oo- 4,9!JIJ, •••••.••••• 
5,000- o.~o ........... . 

to,ooo- 24,!!'99 .•••••••••.. 
25,000- 4ti,H<J9 .... , ...... . 
r.o,ooo- w.m ........... . 

] 00,000-249,'..199 •••••••••••• 
250,000-409,999 .••....•••.. 
500,000-999,9'..19 •••••••••••• 

1,000,000 and over ......... . 
Pcrcentuge of all physicians 
' In this area ..••.•..•••••..• 

Enst North Centrnl: 
Less thnn 1,000 •••.••••...• 

1,01)(). 2,499 •••••••••••• 
2,500- 4,9!19 •••••••••••• 
5,000· 9,'..199 •••••••••••• 

10,000- 24,!.199 ..•.••...••• 
25,000- 4!.1,990 •••••••...•• 
50,000· 91),9!)9, ••••••••••• 

100,000-249,!/!)9 •••••••••••• 
250,000-lJ.OO,O'J'J .•. • • • • • · · · • 
500,()()().!)99,999 ••••••.••.•• 

1,000,000 and over ......... . 
Percentage of nil physic! nos 

In this area .............. .. 

West North Central: 
Less than 1,000 .......... .. 

1,000- 2,499 ...••••.• --. 
2,500- 4,9!)9 •...•.••. ---
5,000.. 9,999 .•..•.•.••.. 

10,000- 24,999 .••.• -- .•• --
25,000- 4!.1,999 ••••• - ...••• 
r.o,ooo- w,m ........... . 

100,000-2-Hl,tl90 ••••• -.- •••• 
250,000-499,999 •••••• -.- ••• 
500,000-999,9'J9 •••••••.•.•• 

1,000,000 and over ......... . 
Percentage of all physicians 

In this area .............. .. 

South Atlantic: 
Less than 1,000 .••.•••••••. 

1,000- 2,499 ...••••.•... 
2,500- 4,9'J9 ••••••••• - .• 
5,000- 9,1.199 ••••••••••.. 

10,000- 24,!199 ........... . 
25,000- 49,1I"JJ ••.•.••••..• 
50,000- 99,9U9 •••••••••••• 

100,000-24U,V!t9 •...•••.... , 
250,000-4!)9,999 ..•••.•....• 
500 ,000-999,9'J'J .•••••.••.•• 

1,000,000 and over ......... . 
Percentage of nil physicians 

In this nren ............... . 

Eust South Central: 
Less thun 1,000 .......... .. 

1,000- 2,4!)9 •••....•.... 
2,i00· 4,9(}9, •••••••••.• 
5,000- o,m ........... . 

10,000- 24,U99 .•••••.••••• 
2ri,OOO- .f.l),~I'J .••••••••..• 
r,o,ooo- w.m ........... . 

100,000-2~9,\1\}!), •••.......• 
2:.0,000-~!l!),lXlD ..••.•••.... 
r.oo,ooo-m.m ........... . 

. 1,000,000 und over ......... . 
Percentu~o::c of nil physicians 

In this area .............. .. 

Wc!<t South Ccntrul: 
Less thun 1,000 .......... .. 

1,000- 2,4!.19 •••.•••••.•• 
2,fo00· 4,9'J'J •••••••••••• 
5,000- 0,\/!1.),., ••••••.•• 

10,000- 2.f.,!I9'J.,,,,.,,,, •. 
2-'i,OOO- 4\l,\1!1!1 •. , ........ . 
r.o,lXlO- 9{1,9'.19 •••••••••••• 

1 00, 000· 24\1,!~19 ..••••••.••• 
'!r..O,OOO-·HI9,~~.19 •••• , •• , • , •• 
r.oo,ooo-099,!1'.19 •.•.••••.••• 

1,000,000 nnd o\'er ......... . 
PcrN'ntuge of nil physlclnns 

In this urea ............... . 

llountnln: 
J.e!'S than 1,000 .......... .. 

1,000- 2.~!19 •••••••••••• 
2/00-- .f.,!Y.i':.l .......... .. 
5,000- D,V!n ••••••••••.• 

10,{"(1(). 2-t.:t\J'J .•••••••••.• 
'!:;,000- -19,!'.1'.:1 •••••••••••• 
r.o,ooo- 99,9'J9 •••••••••••• 

J00.000-249,!~19 .......... .. 
:!.50,0CKH!I!.l,!~l'J •••••••••• , • 
r..oo,OOO-P9'J,9'i.l9 •••••••••••• 

1,000,000 and over ........ .. 
Perc-,_•ntuJ.:"e of all physldnns 

In this area .............. .. 

ruclflr: 
Lrss thn.n 1,('(1() ........... . 

t,OC'O- '!,4~ ........... . 
2 •. ·-oo- 4,0')'), ••••..••••. 
a,ooo- P.~w ........... . 

10,f(l(). 24.~W ..••..• , ••.. 
2:;,000- -l!l,fl!l!l •••••••••.•• 
~,(1,000- ~19.9'.19 •••••••••.•• 

100.('('0·'!4~1.~11!9 .••••••••.•• 
:!.'.0,000-VJ,!~l'J ..•••••.•••• 
~(l{I.OOO-~.~l9 •••••• • • •• • • 

1.000.000 and over ......... . 
Pcreentage of all physic-Ians 

In this area .............. .. 

G('neral 
Practice O.A.L.R. 

Num- Per Sum- Per 
J..ocr Cent 

102,151 65.34 

li,278 
9,473 
6,621 
5,989 
8,400 
5,341 
5,779 
7,782 
0,-l:li 
i,9'JO 

18,131 

7,344 
24,255 
21,214 
11,015 
11,i16 
6,9H 
8,000 
2,7ii9 
i,9H 

382 
551 
412 
50S 
.948 
783 
636 

1,721 

1,403 

1,835 
1,110 
1,1fl2 
1,067 
1,9Hi 

831 
1,426 
],:1!)(1 

1,0i7 
1,438 

10,973 

2,985 
1,724 
1,048 
1,244 
1,422 
1 080 
1:138 
1,075 
1,932 
],649 
5,417 

2,958 
1,510 

848 
fi!lO 

1,087 
2i2 

"' 656 
1,325 
1,300 

2,831 
1,400 

854 
i69 
736 
601 
910 
845 

1,643 
1,118 

2,502 
912 
685 
413 
572 
200 
173 

'" '..1'28 

7.1!)• 
23.i4 
20.i7 
10.i8 
11.47 

6.80 
B.i7 
2.i0 
7.78 

63.180 

64.869 

64.705 

65.212 

67.883 

i2.290 

2,381 
t,:r;o 

889 
il6 
814 
3:1:! 
-Iii 
908 

1,072 

bcr Cent 
6,410 4.10 

30 
37 

146 
428 
871 
5~ 

001 
7<5 
002 
6:18 

1,383 

473 
1,6:~ 
1,:!:!2 

727 . .. 
2ii 
526 
211 
602 

• 15 
65 
45 
57 

H9 

138 

10 
2 

13 

" 150 
86 

142 
126 
73 

101 
S55 

5 
8 

13 
67 

H6 
1il 
103 
113 
195 
12-i 
387 

• 8 
36 
76 

154 .. 
67 
81 ,.. 

113 

5 • 22 
59 .. 
82 

108 
S:l 

102 
5E 

3 
3 

13 
29 
60 
~1 
10 
36 

" 

1 
6 

26 

" 100 

" r .. "J 
95 

124 

i.as• 
25.5:1 
20.i8 
11.34 
D.i4 
4.32 
8.21 
3.29 
9.30 

4.069 

4.381 

4.063 

4.304 

3.616 

2.880 

-1.042 

1 

8 
36 

"' '' 8 
21 
59 

61.516 4.70-1 

i~l 
4.~1 
~:!S 

-~--~· 
r..-.9 
3'-~ 
.f!l. 
m; 
()! • ., 

1,016 
1,>41 

1 
1 

11 
24 ,. 
•• 
" 11 

121 
72 

141 

Intern at 
lledlcine 

Num· Per 
bcr Cent 
4,003 2.56 

53 .. 
60 

101 
265 
Z!ll 
369 
500 
US2 
617 

1,073 

305 
I,OSS 

827 
42:i 
4:i4 
140 ... 
101 
410 

3 • 2 
2 • 15 

24 
100 

1!6 

15 
10 
1! 
21 
43 
27 
60 
81 
53 

114 
050 

7 
2 • 21 

35 
62 
73 
58 

HO 
105 
315 

7 • 13 
H ., 
14 
34 
63 

100 
77 

10 
13 

7 
18 
26 
33 
96 
57 

110 .. 
6 
1 
6 
5 

17 
12 

6 
26 
72 

I 
2 • • 21 

14 
35 
70 
88 

I 
I 

• 8 

"' 5 
13 
35 

• 2 
6 
7 

i.62• 
27.18 
20.00 
10.62 
11.34 
3.i2 
6.10 
2.fl2 

10.24 

2.624 

2.010 

2.522 

2.510 

2.631 

1.550 

1.875 

" "" "" n .. 
91 

108 

59.501 4.532 3.066 

Surt:l'ry 

Num- Per 
ber Cent 

4,114 2.63 

30 
71 

120 
212 
415 
340 
401 

"" 619 

"' 852 

341 
039 
897 
514 
48:1 
20! 
276 
100 
358 

3 
3 
3 

12 
16 
25 
31 

107 

H1 

3 
7 

17 

'" 77 .. 
78 
75 
42 
85 

478 

2 • 12 
40 .. 
95 
IJ8 
D3 

152 
103 
21< 

• 15 
17 
87 
08 
35 
57 
60 

108 
83 

• 23 
24 
39 
59 .. •• 53 
73 
63 

2 
a 

13 
15 
26 
24 
15 
27 
79 

1 
8 

" 26 
45 
27 
31 
52 

" 

2 • 6 
6 

11 
22 

• 7 
39 

• • • • 
"' 16 
2:1 
3.:; 
64 
70 

100 

8.29• 
2'!.83 
21.80 
12.4!) 
Jl.i9 

4.!.16 
6.71 
2A3 
B.iO 

2.934 

2.511 

2.730 

3.043 

2.810 

2.120 

2.121 

2.230 

2.69j 

Pedlatrlr~ 

Kum- Per 
bcr Cent 
1,5GB I.OO 

7 • 7 
20 
93 

131 
l8ll 
2:.'9 
272 
211 
400 

136 
4:f2 
328 • 
H2 
186 

ll8 
!l!l 
31 

146 

5 
)1 

12 
S2 

66 

3 
2 
3 
5 

20 
Zl 
33 
:i6 

~· 30 
z;;s 

1 
1 

• )1 

28 .. 
29 

'" " 116 

2 
16 

8 
l7 
25 
42 
31 

1 • 2 
8 

16 
25 
45 
27 
3:1 
23 

1 

7 
8 
7 

17 
28 

1 
10 
11 
13 
25 
39 

1 

2 
6 
2 
5 

15 

1 
2 

6 

" 17 
13 

"" 25 
31 

8.67• 
27.05 
20.92 

9.06 
11.86 

4.34 
6.31 
1.98 
D.31 

1.170 

1.155 

1.000 

0.841 

1.078 

O.ilO 

0.761 

o.rot 

1.000 

Oh!ltdrl~ and Xeurolo~tr, 
Gynft'ology Ps~o·chlatry 

Kum

"'" 1,418 

• • 8 
15 .. 
60 

112 
1SO 
2-.15 
2..11 
515 

114 ,,. 
267 
115 
142 
34 
60 
21 

167 

1 
3 
8 

41 

61 

2 
6 

13 
11 
25 
36 
26 .. 

335 

1 
2 

3 
2 

12 
21 
21 .. 
36 

125 

1 
1 
7 
3 

H 
15 
35 
39 

1 
2 
2 
2 
6 

10 
22 
20 
34 .. 
1 

1 
2 
1 
5 

21 

1 
2 

3 • 
~' 22 

10 

2 
8 

2 
2 

• 6 
12 
17 

" 27 
55 

Per 
Cent 
0.91 

s.o.a• 
3f>.12 
18.83 
8.11 

10.01 
2.40 
4.23 
1.48 

11.78 

0.081 

1.332 

0.814 

0.681 

0.823 

0.360 

0.461 

OAr.S 

1.2.57 

X um
ber 

1,401 

83 
56 

" 85 
106 
89 
88 

Hi 
1i4 
181 
321 

205 
434 
2f,() 
136 
135 
46 
71 
26 ,. 
7 

17 
10 
13 
31 
17 

7 
42 

61 

34 
18 
14 
13 
11 
21 
16 
26 
15 
28 

235 

11 
6 • 18 

" 18 
0 

18 
.C5 
27 
65 

2 
5 

15 
12 
18 
1 

11 
'15 
33 

·" 

14 
3 

14 
13 

2 
5 

19 
18 
27 
20 

3 
3 

• 7 
1 
7 

16 

2 

•• 12 • 5 
13 
10 
16 

2 
I 
1 
2 
1 • 3 
2 

10 

8 
3 
2 

• 8 

• 0 
1:! 
21 

"' 

Per 
Cent 
0.00 

H.oo• 
31.00 
li.SO 
9.70 
U.f.O 
3.30 
5.10 
1.00 
7.00 

1.764 

1.101 

0.763 

0.805 

O,i82 

0.480 

O.i3S 

Sum- Prr 
bt•r C't·nt 

1,346 O.S6 

5 
3 
7 

11 
6:! 

"' HO 
2:!"3 
21;;, 
J!J:; 
33< 

Si 6At3• 
:12:! 2:.L'J'! 
!!W 19.32 
115 8.f>-i 
]83 l'J.t30 
6i 4.91; 

1:;o tui6 
3:1 2.45 

H9 11.07 

1 
2 
7 • 31 

36 

1 
1 
1 

• u 
9 

15 
30 
18 
40 

"" 

2 

I 
17 
28 
35 
51 
28 
97 

H 
3 

15 
22. 
23 
38 

1 
I 
3 

13 
19 
51 
32 
40 
23 

2 

2 
8 
5 

17 
33 

1 
13 
15 
l!i 
38 

" 

1 
3 

10 
2 
3 

1:1 

I 
1 
5 • 0 

1!"> 
41 

'" "' 

0.748 

0.861 

0.7!.13 

0.681 

1.1160 

0.700 

O.!Y.19 

O,i:IG 

1.122 

• Percentages for geo5:rapbic divisions are ha~t'd on the pert't!nta5:e of total phys!t'iaos In each trpe of practl~ In the t:nlted Stntel afi IOO. 

Ra..nt
go·nolorr 
~ 

:Sum- Po•r 
l.ot>r l'l'nt 

J,((l,j O.G-4 

10 
8 

10 
2:! 
83 

" 1" 
Ht; 
1ti~ 

108 
:!31 

83 8.26• 
279 2i.76 
205 20.40 
83 8.26 

10i 10.&1 
39 3.S.S 
81 8.06 
20 2.r.u 

10".! 10.15 

1 
5 
7 

11 
33 

25 

3 
2 
3 

10 

"' 15 
27 
15 
18 

" 146 

2 
2 • 22 

"' 26 
:!5 
22 
62 

2 

" 6 
10 
13 
18 
13 

2 
2 
2 
2 

11 
H 

" 20 
19 
11 

6 
1 
8 

17 

1 
5 

• • 19 
H 

" 

1 
1 
1 • • I 
2 

" 

R 
~~. 

12 

"' 13 
2:1 

O.iH 

O.i4!i 

0.62,') 

0.41.11 

0.020 

O.·UO 

0.6:.>2 

o.~M 

o.>lt'!i 

Puhlll" 
Ht•alth 

:Sum- p,.r 
ba l\•ut 
778 0.:.0 

"' !I;J 

199 
t~! 

iii 

fi2 
l():i 
1:!9 
!'ii 

168 
100 

4!1 
z.·, 
tii 

2 
5 
2 
I 

• 7 
10 
17 

1 
8 
1 

10 
6 
3 

18 
5 • 
" 

2 
7 

• • 16 
11 
~; 

7 

" 17 
20 

3 
5 
5 
3 

12 
1 
0 
5 

11 
3 

3 
5 

22 

" "' " 19 
18 
40 
11 

12 
15 
16 
12 

" 5 
8 

]5 
0 

1 
6 

10 
2 
7 

• • 10 

5 
2 
5 

• 1 
3 
2 

3 
1 
I • ,, 
7 

' • II 
0 

" 

i.9i" 
13.00 
17.87 
7.:L1 

21.59 
l:l.ti2 
t"UO 
:Ut 
8,ti1 

O.:!.Sl 

0.:3.38 

0.9i3 

1.100 

0.:177 

o.:.:.i 

Tubt•[('ulo!'ls 
~~~ 

:Sum- Po•r 
lot•t l'o•nt 

465 0.30 

100 
2S 
:~ 

• 9 • 1 
6 
3 
3 

' 
6 

22 
7 
tl 

t.:-. 
• 2 

3 • • :!:! 

6 ,, 
6 

• 7 ,, 
10 

8 • 6 
11 

H 

• 5 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
5 

• 

19 

6 

6 
2 
7 
2 
3 
2 

• 
2 

" 
" 6 

• 
3 
1 
1 
1 
2 
]j 

5 

• 2 
2 
I 
2 

I• 

H 
1 • . 
• ' 
: . 

10 
7 
9 

10.:>:!• 
19.35 
1ti .. -o6 
l'.foO 

10.11 
4,\l;, 
ti.~ 
fl.~.-. 
13.~ 

o . .f.Ja 

0.2U 

0.23.i 

O.Z:!i 

0.2i2 

0.2tfl 

0.~ ..... 

llf-rmntoh'J:)' 

Xnm- l'rr 
ha l't•nt 

tO:>s 0.11 

' 
3 

" 1\1 ... 
liS 
1:!< 
104 

~~· 

2 
2 
3 

'" 

2 
2 
II 
16 
17 
24 

1:!3 

5 
5 

13 

" 19 
56 

7 

6 

" 19 
13 

1 

2 
3 

l:l 
11 
15 
10 

1 
2 

" 5 
t;J 

5 
7 

21 , 

2 

3 
5 

6 
I< 
1:: 
17 

u.~-.~;• 
:1(1_,'1() 

1P.i5 
P.U 
t'.ti~ 
3.itl 
j .ti.'\ 
l.r,; 
9.00 

o.a84 
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from the fact that the total population of the cities is a little less than half 
of the total population of Germany, that only those living within the citv 
limits are included. It will be noted that, measured in this manner, 
there are more than 1,000 persons per physician. Since the total number 
of persons per physician in Germany is about 1,300, it would seem that 
the criticism, which is as extensive in Germany as in this country, of the 
tendency of physicians to flock to the great cities is hardly borne out by 
these figures. The really significant comparison is in the proportion 
of specialists which is 45.5 per cent, a much higher percentage than 
exists even in the larger cities in the United States. 

The same study also lists the number of physicians in the various 
specialties. An examination of this table G 2 shows that this distri
bution is somewhat different than in the United States. \\'hen the sev
eral groups limiting themselves to the practice of eye, ear, nose and 

TABLE G 2.-Speciali=alion ill Germauy 

62 Cities .t9 Cities 158 Cltii'S 207 Cities 
over with 50,000 with 20,000 with 10,000 

100,000 to 100,000 to 60,000 to 20,000 
Popula· Popula- Popula· Populo-

tlon tlon tlon tlon Total 

Gynecology., . , .. , ........ , , .... , , , . , .. , .. I,M2 170 ISO r.s 1,400 

Surgery .......... ,, ....................... 697 114 119 75 1,003 

Surgery and gynecology .................. 11!9 70 12U ,,. 5:!2 
Dern1atology ............................. 1,300 177 200 " l,i:!4 

Urology ................................... 117 8 2 12'.! 

Internal medicine .. , ...................... 1,317 229 281 87 l,IJ14 

Neurology and psychiatry .... , ........... 566 !J6 79 18 7!i9 

Ophthalmology ........................... 732 166 242 Il9 1,2:,u 

Otology, rhinology, laryngology ......... 814 177 252 HZ 1,:~5 

Pediatrics ................................. 66S 119 '" "' ua 

Gastro-enterology .. ...................... no 15 II Jljl] 

Orthopedics ... ............................ 183 26 12 2 :!2:1 

Surgery and orthopt>dics ................. 1:i8 38 25 r. 21111 

Tuberculosis .............................. 156 37 2S 8 229 

Sto1natology ............................. 9t " 12 2 119 

Roentgenology ........................... 160 19 15 3 1117 

Other ..................................... • • 
Tota1. ................................ 8,397 1,170 1,732 "'" 12,32S 

throat specialities are combined, thes.e ~ake a leading. place as in the 
United States. The next to follow IS mternal medicme, then derma
tology and gynecology. The principal difference.i~ the prominence of 
dermatology in Germany as compared with the L mted States. 

COMPARISONS WITH PREVIOUS YEARS 

The only previous investigation that is sufficiently extensive to. be 
used for purposes of comparison is that of the General Education 
Board.' The methods by which the figures were .arnvecl at Ill that 
investigation, while sufficiently ~lose to those used. m th1~ study, .h~ve 
some significant differences, which should be considered m exammmg 
the accompanying tables. . 

Because of the fact stated elsewhere in this report that the practice 
in New England in regard to incorporation of municipalities differs 

1. Mayers, Lewis and Harrison, L. V.: The Distriilution of Physicians in the United 
States, General Education Board, 1924. 
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from that in other states, the study of the General Education Board 
excluded New England from its figures in towns of less than 25,000 
population and then gave the table for the United States excluding 
New England. It will be noted that the population per physician, table 
43, for the United States in 1931 differs from that given in table 15 
because of the omission of New England. 

It would seem, however, safe to assume that these differences are 
so small that they do not affect the relative ratios in the various popu
lation groups. It is the latter point that is sought to be illustrated in 
table 43. 

The most striking point brought out from this table is the steady 
increase in the number of persons per physician in cities over 25,000 
and the slight decrease in the last eight years in the population per 
physician in cities of more than 100,000. This is a natural result of 
the lessening influence of the small town and cannot, without infor
mation as to the detailed conditions in those towns, which is not now 

TABLE 43.-Ratio of Physicians to Population in the Unitf!d States* According to 
Size of Community for the Ye~M"s 1906, 1923, 1931 

Size of Community 
Lef!s than 1,000 ...................... . 

1,000- 2,499 ...................... . 
2,500- 4,999 ...................... . 
5,00(). 0,999 ...................... . 

10,0(10..24,999 ...................... . 
25,000-49,999 ...................... . 
50,000.00,099 ...................... . 

100,000 and over ................... . 

United States• ....................... . 

• Excluding New England states. 

1906' 

997 
500 
557 
604 
571 
530 
597 
492 

675 

Population per Physician 

1923° 

1,838 
910 
749 
688 
i21 
647 
628 
536 

763 

193]• 

1,602 
1,285 
1,023 

927 

"' 714 
661 
530 

823 

Data for 1906 and Ul"...3 from Mayers and Harrison: The Distribution of Physicians In the 
United States. 

available, be accepted as an indication of a lack of adequate medical 
service for the people dependent on these smaller places. 

This movement of physicians to the larger cities is shown more 
clearly in table 44, in which the figures of the Mayers and Harrison 
study are compared with the condition in 1931. Although the total 
number of physicians has steadily increased, the number in cities under 
2,500 has absolutely decreased in twenty-five years by about 36 per cent. 
The percentage of the whole number of physicians in cities under 5,000 
has also decreased and the reduction is far greater in the smaller cities. 

At the same time there has been a correspondingly rapid increase 
in the number and percentage of total physicians in the larger cities. 
This table, unlike the previous one, takes no account of accompanying 
changes in population due to the great cityward drift, and the two tables 
must be compared to arrive at any significant conclusions as to the 
extent and effect of this changed distribution of physicians and popu
lation. It would require a large amount of time and research to deter-
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mine the extent to which the situation in 1931 may have been due 
etther to actual movements of physicians from a small city to a larger 
one or to young physicians taking up their first practice in the larger 
urban places. 

TABLE 44.-Comparisor£ of the Numbrr and· Pcrccnla!JC of Physiciaus Prac/i(illq iu 
the United Stales in Comnnmitil's of a Specified Si.=c for the . 

Y cars 1906, 1923, 1931 
Note.-Thls does not Imply that the some grou~ of physicians was traced from 1000 throu~h 

1931. The ta.blo Is Intended to convey an Idea of the extent of the drift of Jlh)'Sicluns U\IUY 
from small communities. 

!906• um 
Number of Number of :Sumhrr of 

Size of Community Physlclanst Per Cent Physlchmst Per Cent Ph)'l!lclnnst Per CA>nt 
Leas than 1,000 ......•... 33,099 29.5 26,00! 20.1 IS,Gil 13.4 

1,000· 2,499 •••••••••• 12,805 11.6 12,705 ••• lO,fotit.l i.1 
2,50().. 4,999 •••••••••• 8,Hi9 7.8 9,216 6.8 8,270 6.9 
5,000- 9,999 •••••••••• 6.636 5.9 8,438 6.2 ti,:!!r.! !i.U 

l0,000-24,9'"J9 ..•••.•••• 7. 7!i3 6.7 11,126 8.2 12,Q.",ij 8.7 
25,000-49,999 •••••••••• 6,588 6.0 7,373 6.5 8,075 6.8 
50.000-99,999 ••••••• --. 4,614 ••• 7,972 6.9 s,rns 6.4 

100,000 and over .......... 33,534. 29.8 50,005 37.9 64,300 46.2 

Totals .............. 112,186 100 134,786 100 139,2:.7 100 

• Figures from "The Distribution ot Physicians In the United States" General Education 
Board, 1924. 

t Excluding New England states. 

SPECIAL CLASSIFICATION ACCORDING TO AGE 

A study of the age of physicians was undertaken for sixteen states 
and the District of Columbia. Chart 15 shows the states selected ami 
table 45 gives the entire tabulation by age groups of all physicians in 
the selected states in 1931. 

The actual number of physicians in the sixteen states and the Dis· 
trict of Columbia engaged in general practice and stated specialties 
according to the size of ·community in which they were practicing is 
shown in table 46. 

TABLE 45.-Distribution of All Physici011S in 1931 i11 Sixtrr11 Srlrctrd Stairs m1d 
the District of Columbia bs Age Groups, According to Grucral Praclicr and 

Special Allentiou, Sprcialists, Retirrd, ami Not iu Practia 

General 
Practice> Total in 

Age anti Sp<'c!al "\cth''' Sot In r.rnnd 

Groups Attention Specialists Practh'r Rdlr1•d Pnl!'tlcc 'J'otul 

20-24 ••.••••••..•..•••••.•..••• 172 I 17:1 17:1 

2[)-29, ••••••••••••••••••••••••• :.,518 n:; ;,,K~~ l:i "-'~"' 
:m-ao~ .......................... 7,:~4 1,170 .... .-.. 14 I 41 ~---~-J) 

ar~-ao .......................... ti,U'9 '2,1XH l-o,2~10 • ·~ ~.::.-.... 

4Q-44 ..•••••••.••.••..••••••••• 5,US:~ 2,K.S 8,041 10 MJ k,J:n 

4:;....49 •••••••••••••• •••••••• •••• 6,162 1,!1.18 8,1f>O "!JJ 1:~ &,:I IIi 

50-54 •••.••••••..•••••.•••.•••• 6,172 1,778 7,9.".0 .. ~. 1!>1 k,Jklj 

55-ii9 •.....•.•••...••••••.••..• li,2.19 1,476 7,715 " 241 1'>,11~11 

tl0-64 .......................... 5,017 >OJ 5,9(11' 12!1 2-".tl fi, :.'~ >:1 

6:-J-69 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• :1,:n2 "' :i,<f~i 1:ID ;!.::H 4,1::2 

7Q-74 •••.••..••••••••••.. •••••• 2.,160 :?'.!I 2,401 '"' ~];, 2, .. :.':1 

7r"I-7D •••.•.....••.•.•••••..•.•• 1,12<i 71 t,WII "~ 1.".15 1,.-. .-, 

80 nnd over ..••••...•.....•..• 566 z:; f.UI 210 ):~-. ll:lfl 

Total In nge s:rotlf)!'l, ....... 5fi,079 l2.21~" ~~ .. '147 J,o.-,1 1,772 71,170 

Unchu;~Uied ns to ngc ......... 2,a4fi 02 2,428 •t 211 2,ito 

Grand totnl. .................. .".8,425 12,3.-..o 70,7';:; 1,1:12 l,l..k.1 7:1~10 



ST/IJ.ES SELECTED FOR STUDY OF 

PHYSICIANS ACCORDING TO AGE 

RAND UI:NALL' 
. --- . .......... -

UNITED STATES -·-.. _. ___ _ 
-~-

Chart 12.-Statet selected for stUdy of physicians according to_ age. 



#!'ABLE 46.-Distribrlliou of Plrysicians Ill Acti1.'r Practice Ill 1931 in 16 Sr!ectrd States and District of Columbia Distributed Accordiug to Si::e 
of Commrmit)' aud T·ype of Practice 

Less thnn 1,000 to 2,500 to 5,000 to 10,000 to 25,000 to 50,000 to 100,000 to 250,000 to 500,000 to 1,000,000 
1,000 2,4.99 4,999 9,999 24,009 4.9,999 99,91J9 249,999 49<J,999 999,999 and Over Tota1 

o~~~~~~r::~.t.~~~. ~.~~. ~~::.~~~ 7,011 3,9SS 8,038 3,223 4.,345 3,219 8,180 8,713 6,010 3,333 17,365 58,4.25 
0. A. L. R. ••.....•••••..•... 12 15 42 146 323 285 262 278 439 193 1,1)54 3,04.9 
Internal medicine •.••••...•.. 19 18 27 40 91 122 185 177 359 193 812 2,04.3 
Snrgt>ry .•.•...••...••........ " 25 35 71 151 145 182 "'' 324 155 685 1,900 
Pct.l\utrlcs .................... 3 4 11 38 57 98 83 134 67 318 814 
Obstetrics ont.l gynecology •• 3 3 3 6 • 28 46 75 120 62 397 752 
Neurology, psychiatry .....•• 38 22 20 83 83 47 28 61 .. 60 268 698 
Urology., .................... 2 ' 5 18 " 06 85 131 .. 273 679 
Roentgenology .............. 6 6 5 31 42 51 56 83 S6 170 486 
Public hl'alth., .. " 21 31 25 50 29 " " 69 28 65 416 
Dermatology ................ 2 2 10 27 43 62 S6 ]51 333 
OrthOPl!tllc surgery,,,,,,.,., 2 ' 11 •• 37 57 35 133 304 
Tubereulosls ................. 52 7 10 18 17 28 18 19 26 10 27 227 
]>uthology,,,,,,, •••...•.•.•. ' ' 8 • 11 " 20 28 " 21 " 223 
Industrial medicine .......... ' 2 6 5 13 7 11 13 10 52 128 
Proctology ••• ,,.,.,, •• ,, ...• ' ' 6 11 18 11 50 164 
Ant'SthN\n.,.,, .............. 2 10 ' 7 21 12 " 03 
Unetcrlolog)' ... , , , •• , , , • , , .. , 2 I 5 7 16 

'l'otnlln ucth·e ]JructiCt.' ... , 7,1';9 -I,IO'J 3.~3~ 3,j!fi 5,132 4,101 4,248 4,9'24 8,010 4,3()1 21,030 70,775 
Not In llructlcl' .. , .. ,, .. 2tl-l 120 127 1:>5 20j 153 tr.S tr>O 211 62 372 1,983 
R~tlr~d ..................... 17S 113 .. !JS 93 97 76 ,. 116 32 192 1,13:2 

'fotnl. ......... i,G:!I 4,328 3,ns 3,S:,() 5,430 4,3;)1 4,482 5,152 8,3-13 4,39j 22,f,{)() 73,890 

"The numb<.·rs fur: 
Gt>llt'r&l practice .. o.r.os 3,-161 2,465 2,440 3,219 2,312 2,454 2,598 4,9-t9 2,759 14,172 4i,6..17 
SJk't'\al Bttentlon .. "" 52< 673 783 1,126 907 726 815 1,001 "' 3,19'3 10.188 
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Table 47 shows the percentage distribution of all physicians a~co_rd
ing to type of practice for the selected states co~1pared with a similar 
percentage distribution for the United States. L1kew•se, table 48 coll!
pares the percentage distribution according to population groups. It IS 

apparent from the similarity of the two distributions that the sample 
for the selected states is representative of the distribution for the entire 

TABLE 47.-Pcrccnlage Distributiou of All Physiciat£S According to Type 
of Practice 

16 Stotes and 
thl' Dll'trkt of 

Columbln 

Gl'nrrul pruetke und !'P{'('fol nttentlon................... i9.08 
QA.L~.............................................. <.13 
lntcrnul medicine......................................... 2.77 
surgt•ry...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . 2.611 
Pedlutrks .•....••.. , , ... , , •.. . ••... ... . . ... ........ ..•• •• 1.10 
Obstl'trlcs und g)'nccology ..... ,, ... , ..•.••... , •..•. ....• 1.02 
Neurolo~or, ps)·chiBtr)'..... ... . ... . . ....... •••.••.•.. .... .94 
urology,,,............................................... ,!12 
Rot'ntlot't'DOIOK)'........................................... .66 
Public ht•alth ..•.. , .. ,,, ..••. , •• ,,,.,..................... .56 
Dt>rmatology •. , ......••...........•........ , •..•••••.. ,,, .45 
Orthopedic surgery ................................. ,..... .41 
'l'uhcreulosls ........... , .. , ......... ,,,................... .31 
Pntholo~o:y .. ,, ...•..••..............•......•.......• ,,, .•• .30 
Jmlufltrlal medkine ...................................... , .17 
ProetolOK)'............................................... .14 
Anesthesia .......... ,, .... , ....•. ,, ........•.. ,., •. ,...... .12 
Hnett'rlolog)'.,., .• , ..•....... , ....•............... ,...... .02 

Total in acth·e pructke........ ... . ... ... .. . . . . .. . ... . . . 115.79 
Not In pructlce.......................................... 2.68 
&tired................................................. 1.i"lo3 

TotnltW'rcl'ntu~o:e .................................. , . , 100.00 

United States 
80.30 

4.10 
2..56 
2.63 
1.00 

.91 

.90 

.sa 
••• 
.00 

·" .39 
.30 
.31 
.13 
.12 
.10 
.02 

96.18 
2..41 
1.41 

100.00 

TABLE 48.-Prranta!)£' Distribution of All Ph)•sicians According to 
Population Groups 

16 States and 
the Di.c;trlct of 

Population GroutJS Columbia 
Ll:-!'s thun :;,ooo ................•.. , •... ,,................ 20.82 

5,001). U,li'!:IH. ••• ••• • ••• • ••• • •••••••• •• •••••• ••• • • ••••• 5.21 
10,()()().2-&,0::i!). .•• . .. • ••• • •. . . • .•••••••. •• . .••••.. •• . . .• 7.::~.-, 

2Zi,{)()()..9!1,9!1"J •••••••••• , • , , •••••••••••••••• , • , ••• , , • • • • 11.00 
100,000 und O\'er ......•.................. ,................ :i4.00 

Toto! Jl<'rl'<'ntuge ..... , ... ,. ..... ... . . . ...... ... . . .. . .... .. 100.00 

United States 
26.3!) .... 
8.99 

12.70 
45.i9 

]00.00 

country. Because of the large number of physicians included in the 
selected states. the probable error of the age distribution is small and the 
sample is adequate. 

Since the states are selected from all geographic divisions and show 
little deviation in other respects from the total figures, it may be assumed 
that a similar. tabulation of the age distribution for all physicians in the 
entire forty-e•ght states would have shown no important change. 



55 

The data in tab!e 51 analyz~ the distribution acconling to age groups. 
The boldface type m the table mdtcatcs the maximum age group number 
and percentage in each population group. If these boldface tigures 
are followed down the table, a clearly defined trend is visible from the 
towns b~tween l,O?<J and 9,999 inclusive, in which the maximum numht·r 
of practtcmg phystctans is between the ages of 55 to 59. The trend is 
to":ard a const.antly lower age to the cities of 500,000 ami over, in 
whtch the maxtmum number and percentage are found to be between 
the ~g~s of 30 to ~4 .. This tendenc!. scents to show that the younger 
phystctans are loc~t.mg t~ the larger ctttes. So great is the preponderance 
of younger phystctans m the larger cities that it dominates the total, 
~nd the !argest percentage of all the physicians in the Cnited States 
IS found m the general age class of 30 to 34 years. The data presented in 
table 51 are shown graphically in charts 13 and 14. 

Table 49 shows for general practice and special attention the same 
dist_ributions as are shown for all physicians in table 51. Any attempt 
to mterpret these figures must be in the nature of a conjecture. It 
may be supposed that in the cities under 50,000 there may be a more 
stationary or declining character of the population than in the com
munities of larger size. Furthermore, since it appears from other 
studies that a larger percentage of physicians were located in these 
cities in previous years, there has been a natural tendency for these 
physicians to move upward toward the higher age groups. On the 
other hand, a larger percentage of more recent graduates seem to have 
selected cities above 50,000. It would not be safe, however, to accept 
this conclusion without further proof. Any inquiry into this situation 
would need to recognize the movement from one size population group 
to another. 

Table 50, for the distribution of specialists, shows the same trend 
but still in a verv irregular form. Tracing the boldface figures again, 
it will be noticed that in the cities under 10,000 the majority of 
specialists are in the age class from 45 to 59 but are fairly evenly 
distributed within the three population groups covered by this age 
distribution. In the cities above 10,000, the highest percentages of 
specialists by age group periods are included in the age ?i~t~ibutio~ ~f 
35 to 49 and are fairly well distribute~ among the three dlvtst?ns wtthm 
this age distribution. Naturally, owmg to the fact that unttl recently 
few became limited specialists in the first five or even ten years after 
graduation, it should not be surprising that a large percentage ~f 
specialists are not found in the group under 35 _years of_ age. It wtll 
be noted, however, that there is a fairly steady .'~crea:'e _m the growth 
of specialization with the increase in size of the ctttes ":'thm the years 30 
to 34, although in no case does this. r~ach_ the max.tmum percentage. 
The maximum percentage of a_ll spectah_sts 1s found m the ye~rs 40 to 
44, but there is a very slight ddference m any of the age classtficat10ns 

between the ages 35 and 49. . . 
Table 52 shows the number and percentage of general prac~tttnners 

d 
· 1· t · e cl

1 
age group according to states. Chart b shows 

an specta ts s tn a ' 
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TABLE 49.-Numbrr aud Ptrantage of Physicians "' Sixteen States and the 

V ndcr General Practice or Special Attention Arraugcd Accordi11g 
Percentage Attained in Each 

Age groups '!0-'.?.4. z.-,.29 30-34 35-39 40-4! 45-49 

Per Per Per Po< Per Por 
Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent 

No. of of No. of of No. of of No. of of No. of of No. ot of 
Population Physl- Physl- Physl- Physl- Physl- Physl· Physl- Physl- Physl- Physl- Physl- Physl-

Group clans clans ChlDS clans clans clans clans clans clans clans clans clans 

Less thnn ),000 ...• , .• 4 0.1 254 3.9 "' 6.3 394 6.0 651 8.4 701 10.7 

1,000- 2,4:1{1 .•••••• 2 0.05 162 4.26 291 7.65 259 6.81 375 9.86 460 12.1 

2,:.00- <l,!i!l!i .•••••• 1 0.03 150 5.14. 275 9.42 "' 8.29 200 10.14 372 12.74 
fi,()(JO. O,v.Y.l •• , •••• 2 0.06 134 4.27 326 10.4.6 303 0.00 3\!1 10.24 365 11.64 

10,000- 24,W'J •.....• 4 0.1 2fl4 6.1 465 11.1 473 11.3 "' 10.5 496 1}.8 

25,{)0()- 49,9':19 .•••••• 4 0.1 187 5.0 343 10.U 3.i2 11.2 326 10.3 384 12.2 
50,000· O!l,fr.~l •.•••.• 11 0.4 231 9.2 422 13.7 321 10.4 341 11.1 381 12.4 

1 00,000· ~4~1, 9!:1~1 ......• 10 0.4 414 11.4 568 14.0 466 12.9 429 11.8 370 10.2 
2!'.0,()(l().4fl!l,!'.lfl ......• "' 0.5 743 12.7 190 13.5 ~ ... 10.9 662 11.3 596 10.2 
500.000-WJ,m ••.••.• 15 0.5 509 15.B fiOO 15.5 414 12.8 336 10.4 200 9.2 

1,000,000 and over ..... 8. 0.5 2,430 14.7 3,009 18.2 2,42i H.7 1,905 lUi 1,741 10.5 

Totolfl ........... 172 0.31 5,518 9.84 1,34 .. 13.09 6,289 11.21 5,0S3 10.67 6,162 10.99 

TABLE 50.-Nunrber and Percetlfage of Ph)•sicians In Sixteen States and the 

as Specialists, Arranged According to Age and Population Groups, Shmc.oiug Ill 

Age groups 20-24 2.'i-29 30-34 85-39 40-44 45-49 

p,. Per Per p,. Per Per 
Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent 

No. of of No. of of No. of of No. of of No. of of No. of of 
Populntlon Physl- Phrsl· Phy£~1· Pbysl- Physl· Physl- Physl- Physl- Physl- Physl- Physl- Physl-

Group clans clans cluns clans clans clans clans clans clans clans clans clans 
Less than 1,000 ....... 6 3.6 9 5.3 16 0.5 22 13.1 23 13.7 

1,000- 2,499 .••••.• 2 1.7 9 7.5 12 10.0 19 15.8 12 !0.0 
2,rro- 4,~19 ...•••. 5 2.6 10 6.2 23 U.9 23 11.9 " 20.1 
5,000- 0,1199.-- .... 4 1.1 30 8.0 .6 12.3 61 13.6 69 15.8 

10,()('(1. 24,V!I9 ......• 7 0.9 59 7.5 100 12.7 130 16.6 125 15.9 
z:;,OOO- 4!1,999 ....... 14 1.6 94 10.7 131 14.9 144 16.4 143 16.2 
50,000- 00.99!].-- ...• 12 1.1 105 9.9 172 16.3 194 18.4 192 )8.2 

100,000-249,!19!l ....••• 7 0.6 99 8.2 231 19.6 205 17.0 211 17.5 
2.',0,000-4!1!),fl99. -- •••• 1 0.05 25 1.25 200 10.3 321 16.06 340 11.01 325 16.26 
500,000-UV9,!,CJ<"J ... ,.,. 8 0.8 102 10.6 112 11.9 161 16.7 155 16.1 

1,000,000 and ov('r ..... 45 1.0 .., 9.89 ll1 17.05 769 17.01 714 15.79 

Totals ........... 0.01 135 1.1 1,170 9.54 2,001 16.31 2,058 1&.18 1,998 16.29 

TABLE St.-Summary of All Physicians iu Active Practice in Sixteen States m1d 

Showing in Bold Face Type the Highest Percen 

Aee groups 20-2C 2.1-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 

Per Per Per Per Per Per 
Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent 

No. of of No. of of No. of of No. of of No. ot of No. of of 
Po&ulatlon Physl· Physl- Physl- Physl- Physl- Phrsl- Physl- Physl- Pbysl- Physl- Physl- Physl-

roup clans clans clans clans clans clans clans clans clans clans clans clans 
Less thnn 1,000 ....... 4 0.1 260 3.9 "' 6.3 410 6.1 573 8.5 724 10.7 

1,000- 2,499 .•....• 2 0.1 164 4.2 300 7.7 271 6.9 894 10.0 472 12.0 
2,500- 4,0CI9.- .••.• 1 0.03 155 ..,. 

285 9.15 265 8.51 319 10.25 m )3.2 
5,000- 9,999 .•••..• 2 0.1 138 3.9 358 10.2 349 9.0 372 10.6 424 12.1 

10,000- 24,!199 .•• -.-. 4 0.1 261 5.3 524 10.5 573 11.5 571 11.5 621 12.5 
25,000- 4.!1,999 .. - ...• 4 0.1 201 5.0 437 10.8 l83 12.0 470 11.6 527 13.1 
50,000- 99,9119 .•••• -. 11 0.3 293 7.1 527 12.8 493 ll.9 535 13.0 513 13.9 

100,000-24!l,Ofl9 ...•• -- 16 0.3 421 8.7 607 12.6 103 14.8 634 13.1 581 12.0 
2!'..o,000-491),009 .•••• -. ,. 0.4 768 9.8 096 12.7 g;,g 12.2 1,002 12.1 921 ]].7 
500,000-9!19,999 .• - •••• 15 0.4 617 12.3 662 14.4 58<\ 14.0 497 11.9 451 10.8 

1,000,000 and over ..... .. 0.4 2,475 11.7 3,456 18.4 3,198 15.2 2,674. 12.7 2,455 11.7 

Totals .........•• 173 0.3 5,653 8.3 1,514 12.5 8,290 12.1 8,041 11.8 8,160 1).9 



57 

District of Columbia lVho lVcre Classified iu the 1931 American Jlcdifal Director\' 
to Age and Poprtlaliou Groups, ShMt..'ing iu Boldface T1'Pi" tht Hiqlrt"sl • 
Age a,1d Pop-ulation Group · · 

50-54 55-50 60·64 65·69 70-i.f ;;;.;p SO nnd lip Totnl 

Per Per Per Per Per Pt•r Per P··r Cent Cent Cent Cent Crnt Cent Ct·nt Crnt 
No. ot of No. of of No. of Of No. of of !\o. of of No. of of No. of of Nn. of of 
Physl· Physl- Physl- Physl· Physl· Phy~l· Physl· Physl- Phyfll· Physl- Physl· l'h)·:od· l'h)'~l- Phpl· l'h)'~l· Ph)'"l· clans clans clans clans clans clans clans clans clans duns cluus ChillS clans claus Clillll cluu1 

007 13.8 994 15.1 918 14.0 604 0.2 "' 6.S 2.f7 ~-7 ~~-~ 2.0 tl,!'-11!1 100 
515 13.55 647 14.39 4iJj 1!,2.1 329 8.05 229 6.02 ]I;, :ul3 [~! ... 3,;.o•,! It< 
394 13.49 3!10 13.36 3:{8 ]J.;.s 20J 7.02 1<0 4.70 " 2.; .. 1 " Ui' ::!,!•'.."1) IO< 
397 12.00 413 13.17 s;..a 11.32 209 0.00 167 5.33 ~~ :1.13 .. ... 3,1:\tl "" 518 12.4 622 12.5 410 ••• 2<3 6.5 182 4.3 •• "., [0:1 1.3 f,HII 100 
417 13.2 411 13.0 300 9.j 1!11 6.1 12.8 4.1 71 2.3 :lB 1.2 :!,1.'•2 M 

""" 12.9 338 11.0 201 8.2 1014 5.3 ttj 3.1 '" 1.5 ::!5 0.8 :1,0;2 If() 
362 10.0 385 10.6 208 7.7 I" 4.6 t:w :u; ... 1.7 3.1 0.\1 :l,t.:!;l 100 
610 10.4 633 10.8 "' 8.3 3~{1 5.0 100 3.4 100 1.7 " 0.7 5.~.-~1 100 
310 0.6 317 9.8 236 7.3 HiS 4.0 -· ,_ 2.2 .. 1.3 .. 0.7 :1.~!!1 100 

1,3-:16 8.2 1,289 7.8 976 5.9 6:;4 •• 1 357 2.3 176 1.1 78 0.5 16,;">32 100 ----
6,1i2 11.0 6,239 11.12 5,017 S.!/5 3,312 5.91 2,150 3.89 1,12j 2.01 ""' 1.01 OO,Ui9 100 

District of C olmnbia Who H1 ere Classified in the 1931 Amrricau Medical Director)' 
Bold Face Type the HigliC'sl Percr11tagc Attained iu Each Age and Population Group 

50-54 55-59 60-M 6:-r-69 70-74 75-79 80 nnd Up Totnl 

Per Per Per Per Per Pt•r Per l'•·r 
Cent Cent C('Dt Cent Cent Cent Crnt Cent 

No. of Of No. of of No. of of No. of of :So. of of No. of of No. of of No. of of 
Physl- Physl· Physl- Physl· Ph)·sl· Physl· Physl· Physl· Physl- Physl- Phyel· Physl· Phy~l· Phyfll· PhyRI· l'hYIII· 
clnns clnns clans clans clans cluns ciuns clans cluns cluns clans clans cluns cluns cluns cluna 

36 21.4 18 10.7 16 0.5 10 6.0 7 4.2 2 1.2 8 1.8 1018 100 
22 18.-1: 26 21.7 10 8.3 • 3.3 4 s.3 •• 120 100 
26 13.4 ss 17.0 22 11.3 5 2.6 2 1.0 1.5 8 1.5 104 100 
58 15.5 56 15.0 43 11.5 13 3.5 8 2.1 5 1.3 I 0.3 374 100 ... 15.8 117 14.9 63 8.0 37 4.7 16 2.1 5 0.6 2 0.3 7R5 100 

136 15.5 00 10.9 .. 7.3 3S 4.3 12 1.4 4 0.4 4 0.4 8>00 100 
138 13.1 720 11.3 80 7.6 30 2.8 II 1.0 I 0.1 2 0.2 1,0:,7 100 
176 14.6 134 11.1 80 6.6 35 2.9 16 1.3 6 0.5 2 0.1 1,208 "~ 
304 15.21 215 10.76 139 6.95 73 8.65 S1 1.55 16 0.8 3 0.16 1,!~1'J 100 
130 13.5 116 12.1 .. 6.7 33 3.4 18 1.9 3 o.s 1.1112 100 
628 13.89 545 12.05 310 6.80 165 3.65 .. 2.12 :w 0.58 5 0.11 4,fo21 100 

1,778 14.49 1,476 12.03 .... 7.26 "' 8.61 221 1.8 71 0.58 35 0.2 12,268 100 

the District of Columbia Arranged According to Age and Population grortPs~ 

tage Attained in Each Age atrd PopulaJion Group 

50-54 55-59 ...... 65-69 70-74 75-iO 80 and Up Total 

Per Per Per Per Per Per Per Per 
C'cnt Cent C.nt Cent Cent Cent C('nt C{'nt 

No. of of No. of of No. of of No. of of No. of of No. of of No. of of No. of of 
Physl- Physl· Physl· Physl- Pbysl· Physl· Physl· Physl- Physl· Phyal- Phylll· Phyll/· PhyRI· Phy~l· Phy~l· Phylll· 
clans clans clans clans clans clan.s clanl clans clans clan& clans clan a clans clan& clana clana 

943 14.0 1,012 15.0 934 13.9 61< 9.1 455 6.7 ,.. 3.7 137 2.0 C,7:t7 100 

537 13.7 673 14.6 475 12.1 &13 8.5 233 5.9 llfi 2.9 53 ... :i,!Yl2 1/JO 

420 13.49 m 13.58 360 11.56 210 6.14 142 4.56 71 2.41 '" 1.48 3,11ol 100 

455 18.0 469 13.4 39S 11.3 222 6.3 175 6.0 103 2.9 45 1.3 a,r,JO 100 

642 12.9 630 12.8 479 0.6 316 6.2 IllS 4.0 .. 2.0 "' 1.1 4,076 100 

653 13.7 507 12.6 ... o.o 229 5.7 140 3.5 75 1.9 " 7.0 4,0:12 .. ~ 
534 12.9 458 11.1 331 8.0 194 4.7 106 2.6 " 1.1 27 0.6 .f. I~ 1/JO 

5.'18 11.1 519 10.7 358 7.4 201 ... 1fi2 3.2 M 1.4 35 0.7 4,k:H 100 .,. 11.6 ... 10.8 623 7.9 402 5.1 22'7 2.9 116 1.5 "' 0.6 7.!:1~12 I« 
440 10.5 433 ]0.3 800 7.2 101 4.5 "" 2.1 " 1.1 22 0.5 4,1!.11 700 

1,914 9.4 1,834 8.7 1,286 6.1 849 4.0 483 2.3 202 1.0 83 0.4 21,o:.s 100 

7,950 11.6 7.ns 11.3 6.908 8.6 3.755 6.5 2,ol01 3.5 1,100 1.7 5111 0.9 68.347 100 
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TABLE 52.-Phj•siciaus iu Active Practice in. Sixtu1~ States aud the District of 
Age Group Classified as Specialists mzd General 

Age groups 20·2-C 
~~~ 

ALABAMA 
1-'pt>Cinllstl!l .•••...•..•• 
General prnctltlonera 
nod !IDCCinl attention 

Total. ............•• 

ARlZONA 

Hprclallsts .•••.•••... , 
Gcnernl practitioners 
and spcelnl attention 

Total. ............. . 

ARKANSAS 

Specialists .••....•.... 
Gt•fwrnl practitioners 
and spccJul attention 

Totnl. ........ , .. ,., 

CALIFORXIA 
Specialists ........... . 
GenC'rnl prnctltloncrs 

Per 
Cent 

No. ot ot 
Physl· Pbysl· 
duns clans 

6 0.31 

6 0.31 

1 

0.22 

0.22 

0.05 

O.O:i 

und spcclul nttcntlon 15 0.17 

Total............... 15 0.17 

COLORADO 
Spcclnllsts ... ,., ••. ,., 
Gcncrnl prnctltloners 
und t::pccJnluttcntlon 

Total .............. . 

CO:oiNECTICUT 
Sprclnllsts .. ,,,, •• ,,,. 
Gcocrnl practitioners 
nod special attention 

Total .............. . 

DEI-AWARE 
Sprclnll!lt!l .•••......•. 
General practitioners 
nod SJI('('Ial attention 

Total .............. . 

DISTRICT OF COLUMDIA 
S[W'clnll~ts ........... . 
General prnetltloners 
and spcelnl attl'ntlon 

Totnl .............. . 

FLORIDA 
~peclnllsts ........... . 
General prnl'tltloners 
and spcclnlattcntlon 

Totnl. ............. . 

3 

3 

0.17 

0.17 

0 0.30 

6 0.30 

0.06 

4 0.24 

5 0.3(1 

0.07 

O.Oi 

:So. of 
Physl· 
clans 

12 

107 

2 

24 

2 

41 

43 

21 

fi2S 

649 

3 

89 

92 

1 

197 

HiS 

2S 

2S 

2 

197 

199 

30-34 

Per 
Cent 
o! 

Physl· 
clans 

0,63 

4.97 

5.60 

o.u 
4.79 

5.23 

0.11 

2.19 

2.30 

:So. or 
Physi
cians 

30 

140 

17() 

10 

47 

18 

68 

86 

0.24 169 

5.93 850 

6.17 1,023 

0.17 

5.05 

5.2:?. 

O.O::i 

9.79 

9.84 

10.81 

10.81 

0.12 

11.76 

11.88 

0.07 

3.52 

26 

130 

150 

2ll 

200 

6 

25 

30 

200 

231 

36 

12:! 

1.i9 

Po. 
Cent 

o! 
Physl· 
clans 

1.57 

7.33 

8.00 

2.18 

10.24. 

12.42 

0.00 

3.64 

4.00 

1.00 

9.64 

11.54 

lAS 

7.33 

8.S<l 

1.44 

12.92 

1-1.36 

1.93 

9.05 

11.58 

2.21 

Jl.94 

14.15 

2.39 

8.16 

10.55 

33-39 

!\o. of 
Physl· 
clans 

"" 
118 

147 

25 

39 

21 

71 

267 

853 

1,120 

39 

141 

180 

so 
188 

268 

9 

16 

25 

64 

145 

209 

45 

130 

175 

Pee 
Cent 

o! 
Physl· 
clans 

1.52 

6.17 

7.09 

3.05 

5.45 

8.50 

1.12 

3.80 

'-'2 

3.00 

9.58 

12.58 

2.21 

8.01 

10.22 

3.00 

9.34 

13.32 

3.47 

6.18 

9.65 

3.82 

8.66 

12.48 

2.98 

8.63 

11.61 

40-U 

No. of 
PhYSI· 
clans 

Po. 
Cent 

o! 
Physl· 
clans 

55 2.88 

183 9.57 

238 12.45 

13 

82 

45 

"" us 
142 

296 

782 

l,QiS 

56 

120 

176 

65 

151 

216 

5 

35 

40 

53 

174 

227 

50 

18;) 

235 

2.83 

6.97 

9.80 

1.55 

6.05 

7.60 

3.32 

8.78 

12.10 

3.18 

6.S2 

10.00 

8.23 

7.50 

10.73 

1.93 

13.51 

15.44 

3.16 

10.39 

13.55 

3.32 

12.27 

15.59 

45-49 

No. of 
Physl· 
clans 

267 

315 

25 

51 

Per 
Cent 

o! 
Physl· 
clans 

2.51 

13.97 

16.48 

5.45 

11.11 

16.56 

29 1.55 

241 12.89 

270 

206 

836 

1,132 

53 

133 

186 

86 

163 

249 

7 

21 

54 

12S 

182 

53 

180 

233 

14.44 

3.32 

9.39 

12.71 

7.55 

10.56 

4.23 

8.10 

12.38 

2.70 

8.11 

10.81 

3.22 

7.64 

10.86 

3.52 

11.9t 

15.46 
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Columbia Arranged by Age Groups Showirrg tile .Numbt•r aud Paanla!]e in Each 
Practice and Special Attentiol£ Combi11ed 

50-54 55-59 

No. ot 
Physi
cians 

" 
263 

307 

7 

67 

74 

33 

315 

348 

281 

892 

1,173 

" 
171 

221 

42 

159 

201 

• 
19 

23 

50 

112 

192 

45 

li2 

2li 

Per 
Cent 
ol 

Physi
cians 

2.30 

13.77 

16.07 

1.52 

14.60 

16.12 

l.H 

16.85 

18.62 

3.15 

Per 
Cent 

No. ot 
Physi
cians 

of No. ot 
Pbysl- Phys~
clnns clans 

Per 
Cent 

ol 
Physi
cians 

23 1.21 

228 11.93 

251 13.14 

9 1.00 

56 12.20 

65 14.16 

10 0.54 

291 15.57 

301 16.11 

240 2.70 

IS 0.94 

168 8.38 

178 9.32 

5 1.09 

43 9.37 

48 10.46 

16 0.86 

243 )3.00 

259 13.86 

145 1.63 

10.02 854 9.59 644 7.23 

13.17 1,094 12.29 

2.67 

9.88 

12.55 

2.09 

7.00 

9.09 

1.54 

7.34 

8.88 

2.99 

8.47 

11A6 

2.99 

11.41 

14.40 

55 3.12 

202 11.47 

257 14.59 

63 

148 

201 

3 

2.63 

7.36 

9.09 

1.16 

20 7.i2 

23 s.ss 

S2 1.91 

139 8.30 

171 10.21 

1.59 

167 11.08 

191 12.07 

789 8.86 

31 1.93 

185 10.51 

219 12.44 

29 l.U 

117 5.82 

H6 7.26 

0.39 

22 8.49 

23 8.88 

28 1.67 

86 5.13 

114 6.50 

13 0.86 

92 6.11 

105 6.9i 

70-74 80 and Up 

Per Pl'r Prr P~·r 
Cent Cent Cent C('nt 

No. of 
Physi
cians 

of No. of of Xo. of of So. of of 
Physl- Physl· Ph)'!ll· Physl- Phy!il· Physl· Ph)'~l
clams clans clams cluns clans cilans cluns 

8 0.42 

88 

00 

1.00 

5.02 

1 0.22 

14 3.05 

15 3.27 

0.21 

H6 7.81 

lfJO 8.02 

55 0.62 

o.ro 
59 3.00 

60 3.1-1 

2 0..13 

9 1.00 

11 2.3!l 

3 0.16 

100 5.35 

103 5.51 

28 0.32 

1 

21 

0.05 

1.10 

1.15 

0.2:2 

3 O.W 

4 O.Si 

2 0.11 

47 2.52 

2 0.02 

38:i o1.a2 2n 2.11 t."io um 

440 4.9-1 275 3.00 152 1.71 

13 O.if 

127 7.21 

HO 7.93 

17 0.84 

91 4.53 

108 5.34' 

1 0.39 

15 5.70 

16 6.18 

0.78 

58 3.46 

71 4.24. 

8 0.53 

70 4.G.:i 

78 5.18 

10 0.57 

71 

81 

4.03 

1.00 

8 0.40 

62 3.08 

II 

II 

5.41 

5.41 

o o.r..t 

32 

1.97 

2.:.1 

2.12 

2.12 

5 0.23 

31 

3!) 

1 

1.93 

2.21 

o.o:; 
39 ).!14 

40 t.ro 

5 1.93 

5 }.!).1 

2 0.12 

1:1 o:;s 
)il 0.00 

19 1.211 

19 1.211 

u 0.73 

14 0.73 

27 

0.04 

fl(l O.fi:l 

00 0.07 

11 

11 

0.113 

O.f~1 

o.o:; 
10 0.0-4 

20 0.\19 

3 

I 

11 

11 

o.:lo 
1.16 

].;;::; 

O.rA 

0.110 

9 O.t'..O 

g 0.00 

Total 

No. of 
l'hy!Ol• 
chms 

l't•r 
Ct•nt 

"' l'h)'!ll· 
Citlll!l 

u.os 
1,642 S:>.!r.! 

1,911 100 

S!l 10.39 

370 SO.flt 

167 B.!H 

1,71'12 01.00 

1,~9 100 

7,101 70.74 

100 

311 l!l.:\6 

J,t."!O 80.11-4 

1,161 100 

.CJ2 20,48 

1 ,r.oo ;o .. ·.2 

2,012 100 

z:;n 100 

1 ,:C!O j{l, 40 

J,o;a 100 

Zi'5 JS.Z.i 

8U5 

100 
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TABLE 52.-P/tj•.sicians m Actit.•e Practice in. Si:rtcc" States and the District of 
Age Group Classified as Specialists and Gc,cra/ 

Age ~;roups 20·2-i 

GEOHGJA 
Spcclnll!!tF .•......... , 
Gcm•rnl Ilructltloners 

~--"---:::-~ 
Per 
Cent 

:So, of ot 
l'hysl- Physl· 
clnns chms 

nnd Fpcclul ottcntlon 8 0.30 

0.30 Totul..... .. . .. . . ... 8 

ID.-\110 
Spt·rlntrsts ........... . 
Generul r•rnetltloners 
und S[Jcclul uttcntlon 

Totnl .............. . 

ILLI:SOIS 
Spcclullj;t!!,,,,., ..... . 
Gruerul I•rnctltlon<'rs 
tuuJ lipcclul uttentlon 8 0.07 

Total............... 8 0.07 

I:SDIA:SA 
Spcclnllsts ..•......... 
Gcncrol prnctltloncrs 
nnd spcclul uttcntiuu 11 

Totnl... ............ 11 

NEW YORK 

0.2!) 

0.:!9 

:So, of 
l'hysl· 
cluns 

10 

159 

1G9 

8 

8 

''" 
• 

201 

200 

Spcclnllsts .••• ,,...... 3:; 
Gcncrul pructltloncrs 
ond spcclul attention 86 0.44 2,466 

Totnl ••••• ,.,,...... 86 0.44 2,Wl 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Spcelnllsts ...•••.•.... 
Gencrnl praetltloners 
and spcclul attention 

Total. ••••.•.••••.•• 

NoRTH DAKOTA 
Speelnllsts ......... , .. 
Gcncrul practitioners 
ond speclul attention 

Totul .............. . 

01110 
Rpcclnllsts ......... .. 
Genl·rul practitioners 

3 O.H 

3 O.lf 

und spcclul uttentlon 19 0.2:3 

Total............... 19 0.2.3 

• 
110 

128 

" 

64i 

659 

30-34 

p., 
Cent 
of 

Physl· 
clans 

0.33 

5.00 

6.37 

2.27 

2.21 

:So. of 
Physl· 
clans 

154 

100 

1 

21 

22 

0.18 lGS 

6.03 1,000 

6.21 l,It4 

0.13 

5.33 2Si 

5.46 

0.18 3CS 

12.65 2,003 

12.83 3,2il 

0.41 

5.33 

5.79 

0.20 

4.i8 

4.DS 

0.1-J 

7.78 

30 

2t:i2 

10 

42 

52 

1::!4 

806 

VSO 

p., 
Cent 

of 
Physl· 
clans 

1.09 

5.80 

7.49 

0.28 

5.91 

6.25 

1.57 

9.41 

10.98 

1.46 

7.60 

9.00 

1.8!1 

H.OO 

16.79 

1.77 

10.09 

11.86 

1.00 

8.37 

10.36 

1.40 

10.29 

11.78 

TOTALS .FUH lG STATES AXD DISTRICT OF COLUliDIA 
Spr<:lnllsts............ 1 135 
Gencrnl prnctltloners 

0.20 l,1i0 l.il 

and spcclul uttcntlon 112 0.23 5,518 8.07 7,344 10.75 

Grand total........ 113 0.2-J 5,6:i3 8.27 8,514 12.40 

35-39 45-49 

No. of 
Physl· 
clans 

OS 

113 

211 

27 

1,258 

84 

237 

321 

Per 
Cent 

of 
Physl· 
clans 

2.56 

5.39 

7.95 

0.28 

7.39 

7.67 

2.71 

0.33 

12.04 

2.23 

6.28 

8.51 

No. of 
Physl· 
clans 

82 

2SS 

310 

1 

31 

32 

267 

1,059 

1,326 

so 
252 

332 

000 3.39 666 

2,2.14 11.57 1,630 

2,914 14.00 2,200 

Per 
Cent 
of 

Physl· 
clnns 

3.09 

10.85 

13.94 

0.28 

8.81 

9.09 

2.50 

9.90 

12.40 

2.12 

6.08 

s.so 

No. of 
Physl· 
clans 

58 

353 

411 

2 

56 

58 

249 

1,110 

1,359 

8< 

316 

400 

3.42 63(1 

8.36 1,434 

ll.78 2,070 

87 

191 

278 

3.94 

8.64 

12.58 

82 3.71 82 

' 
33 

39 

237 

720 

957 

2,001 

6,289 

8,200 

2.J4 11.50 2!5 

327 336 15.21 

1.20 

6.57 

7.77 

2.85 

8." 
11.51 

13 

48 

245 

659 

2.93 2,0::.S 

li.ZO 5,983 

12.13 8,041 

2.59 

6.97 

9.56 

2.95 

7.02 

10.87 

6 

50 

230 

'" 
jug 

3.02 1,998 

8.i:i 6,162 

11.77 8,160 

p., 
Cent 
of 

PhysJ
cluns 

2.18 

13.30 

15.48 

0.57 

15.91 

16.48 

2.33 

10.38 

12.71 

2.23 

8.37 

10.00 

3.26 

7.36 

10.62 

3.71 

11.09 

14.80 

1.20 

11.75 

12.95 

2.77 

6.84 

9.61 

2.92 

9.02 

11.94 
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Columbia Arranged by Age Groups S!wu.•i11g tltc Number aud Ptrauta!ll~ ;,1 Each 
Practice and Special Attcntimt Combiucd-Co11liulu:d 

:So. of 
Physl· 
cluns 

49 

318 

367 

s 

Pe. 
Cl'nt 
of 

Physi
cians 

1.85 

11.97 

13.82 

0.85 

No. ot 
Phyl'l· 
clans 

" 

Pe. 
Cent 
of 

Physi
cians 

1.54 

276 10.4.0 

317 11.94 

6 l.il 

No. of 
Physl
cluns 

21 

Per 
Cent 
of 

Physl
cluns 

0.79 

247 9.30 

263 10.011 

2 0.5i 

59 16.76 55 15.62 30 8.52 

62 17.61 61 17.33 32 9.00 

223 2.09 218 2.03 IU 1.32 

1,020 9.54 l,Oil 10.02 861 S.O:l 

1,243 11.63 1,289 12.05 1,002 9.37 

99 2.62 67 1.78 48 1.27 

436 11.56 452 lUlS 412 10.92 

535 14.18 519 13.76 460 12.19 

566 2.00 470 2.U 256 1.31 

1,175 6.03 1,201 6.16 923 4.74 

1,741 8.93 1,671 8.57 1,179 6.05 

57 

2S8 

295 

11 

s.; 

96 

2.58 

10.77 

13.35 

2.19 

16.93 

19.12 

35 1.58 

166 7.52 

201 9.10 

10 1.99 

70 13.95 

80 15.94 

1.13 

162 7.3~ 

187 8.47 

7 1.31l 

40 1.'J1 

47 9.36 

No, ot 
Physf. 
cluns 

i0-74 75-;g 80 nnd Up 

Per Pt>r P"r l'o•r 
Cent Cent Cent Cl•nt 

of Xo. or of Xo. of of So. or uf 
Physf. Physl- Phy~l-l'llysl- l'lly~l-l'h)'SI· Phr.~l
cluns cluns cluns cluns clans cluns cluus 

0.41 

5.76 

6.17 

0.25 

0.1!1 

-I.Oi 

0.2~ 

2 o.os 

.. 1.:.8 

1.00 

0.~ 

u o.r.:1 

0.2.1 

Totnl 

So. of 
l'h~''ll· 
clnns 

l'o•r 
Co•nt 

"' l'llyl'll· 
C!nus 

;,,fj.S 

19 5.40 l:J 3.G~ 9 2.;>(1 5 1.~:! :1::2 !IC\~ 

20 5.68 H 3.tlS 10 :!.!H 0 1.71 :1:o:! lUll 

so 0.75 31 0.3:! 13 0.12 2 0.01 1,;'04 1.:i.tl3 

:.s:; 5.47 3;3 3A9 1:i3 ua 101 o.o:; s,m10 84.07 

665 6.22 407 3.81 ltl6 l.ii.:i 103 O.Ud IO,ti:J-1 100 

16 0.4:2 12 0.32 8 0.:!1 3 O.Oi WI 1U7 

257 0.8.2 181 UO 108 2.86 G2 l.tH 3,212 M;o,l3 

273 7.24 1!1:! 5.12 lHl 3.07 G:i 1.7:! 3,;;3 IUU 

145 0.7 4 S3 0.43 2.'! 0.12 7 0.04 3,~H:i 211.00 

679 3.49 4::8 2.2:i :WO 1.33 1~1 O.G:! lt\,:ij2 4U.Pl 

824. -4.23 ,;;!1 :!.ti'l U3 U:i 1;)0 U.tl7 Hl,b7 IIJU 

9 o.u O.O:i 

78 3.5-3 fH 2.70 

87 3.94 6:! 2.81 

1 0.20 0.:!0 

31 6.17 10 l.!l'J 

32 6.34 11 :l.Hl 

om 
1.27 

1.31 

0.20 

5 1.00 

0 l.:W 

O.O:i 

0.';.'0 

0.:.'0 

IW 

W! HXJ 

217 2.61 180 2.16 102 1.23 00 0.72 23 0.28 8 O.O'J li 0.00 t,HJ }j ,3:i 

038 7.67 843 10.14 750 9.01 516 6.21 am u.1 191 2.30 97 t.Jj 

855 10.28 1,023 12.30 852 10.24 576 6.93 3:rl Ul IW 2.:.m Io-l 

1,778 2.60 1,4i6 2.16 891 1.30 443 0.6:i 221 0.32 71 0.10 25 

6,172 9.03 6,239 9.13 6,017 7.M 3,312 4.84 2,1SO 3.19 1,125 l.O.i rM 

7,9:i0 11.63 7,715 11.29 5,008 8.64 3,750 5.49 :!oWl 3.51 1,100 l.i5 001 O.di 

d,:u; 

1::!,'21.8 

M,o;o 

to8,3H 

100 

]j .~.; 

~2.n:; 

IW 
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Chart 15 (hasC'd on table 52).-PC'rct'ntage of physicians in active practice who at any stated age' are 
c:lassificd as general practitionC'rs or specialists. 

(Note: The sum of the percentages for genera] practice and specialties C'quab the percentaa:e for the 
entire gTOup at a spccifiC'd agC'.) (American Medical Directory, 1931.) 
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graphically the percentage of physicians who at any stated age arc 
general practitioners or specialists. 

The average age of specialists, general practitioners ami tho>c 
giving "special attention" combined. and all practicing- physicians in 
each of the sixteen states is given in table 53. The average is obtained 
by multiplying the number of physicians in each age group by the 
mid-value of that age group and dividing the sum of these prO<lucts hy 
the total number of physicians. The same process was used to ohtain 
the average for all the states included. 

\:Vhile the average age of specialists varies from 45 in several states 
to 56 in Idaho, and of the general practitioners and "special attention" 

TABLE 53.-Avcrage Age of Specialists aud General Practitimurs i11 Acti·l'c Pmdia 
in 1931 Arrmtged According to the Stales Named · 

General Practitioners 
and Special 

Specialists Attention Summary 

Average Avcrnge A\'l'rnge 
States Number ""' Number Aoc Number AKc 

Alabama ........................ 269 •• 1,642 •• 1,911 49 

Arizona .......................... 89 .. 870 49 459 48 

Arkansas ........................ 167 ., 1,702 54 1,869 .. 
California ....................... 1,804 ., 7,101 48 8,005 48 

Colorado ........................ 341 49 1,420 51 1,761 51 

Connecticut ..................... 412 47 1,600 .. 2,012 46 

Delaware ........................ 36 " 223 48 ""' 48 

District of Columbia ............ 345 47 1,330 45 1,675 45 

Florida .......................... 275 45 1,232 48 1,507 48 

Georgia .......................... 392 .. 2,263 "' 2,(1!;5 49 

Idaho ...... ,,,, .................. 20 56 332 52 352 52 

Illinois ........................... 1,701 •• 8,900 49 10,694 48 

Indiana .......................... 561 48 3,212 52 3,773 51 

New York ........................ 3,915 47 15,572 43 19,487 .. 
North Carolina .................. 428 45 1,781 47 2,200 47 

67 •• 435 "' 502 49 North Dakota ................... 
1,443 48 {1,874 49 8,317 49 Ohio ............................. 

Totals ..................... 12,268 47 66,079 47 (18,347 47 

from 43 in New York to 54 in Arkansas, it is rather. ~ema~kable that 
the average for the total in each class and _o_f all _rhysicia.ns '.n practice 
is 47 years. The median age of all physiCians m practice 1s also 47 

years. 

PHYSICIANS IN RELATION TO POPCLATIO~ INCO'-IE 

There seems to be a common acceptance of the i<~ea that an adequate 
distribution of medical services for a commumty IS me~s.ured l~v the 
ratio of the number of residents to the number of phys1cmns .. fh~re 
are, however, many other important factors which affect the <hstnlmtwn 
of medical services. 
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The number of persons per physician in the united St~tes in 1~31 
was 7'J-t. Table 5-t gives corresponding data for twenty-eight foreign 
countries. \\"hile this table shows that some natiOns have four tunes 
as many persons per physician as others, the complaint of a surp~us of 
physicians is common to nearly every countiJ:. The best available mfor
mation docs not indicate any definite correlation between the number of 
persons per physician and public health, mortality, physicians' income, 
or any other important feature of medical relations in these countries. 

It is impossible to measure the relative quantities of medical service 
available to the various subdivisions of a country, such as states or 
counties, by computing the ratio of population to physician. 1Iedical 
service bears no relation to state or political subdivision lines, but flows 
from centers of settlement into the surrounding countryside in every 
direction regardless of such subdivisions. There has been a fairly steady 
increa.;e in the population per physician during the last twenty-nine 
years (see table 3). yet it has been during this same period that the 
greatest complaint regarding a surplus of physicians has been raised, 
and the demand has continuously increased for a limitation of the num-

TABLE 54.-Population f'cr Physicim~ iu Tzocnf)'-Eigltt Cozmtril!s * 

Austria ........ ,, .......... ,, ........ . 
Spnln ................................ . 
Cnnudn ..... , ... , .................... . 
Grcut Urltuln ..... ....... , ........... . 
HUDJ::'Hry ..• ,,,, •••••.•••....•.••..•.. , 
Switzerland .. , ....................... . 
Greece ................................ . 
Cubn ...•.............................. 
Gennnny ....... .......... , , , ......... . 
Palestine ............................. . 
Denmnrk ...... ........... , , .......... . 
Esthonlo ....... ...................... . 
Holland .............................. . 
Danzig ............................... . 

s:n 
I,OOO 
J,O(iiJ 
1,()(;9 
1,100 
1,1-1.0 
1,IW 
1,1i0 
1,30i 
1,3:t~ 
1,346 
1,411 
1,41i 
1,~25 

Beh:dum ..... ......................... . 
Lat\·lo ...... ......................... . 
~orwoy .. ............................ . 
}'ranee ............................... . 
Czecho-Siovnklo ........... , ... , ..... . 
Luxetnburg .......................... . 
Uruguuy ............................. . 
Portugal. ............................ . 
Sweden ............................... . 
Brnzll ................................ . 
Roumnnlo ........................... . 
Bulgnrln ............................. . 
Poland ............................... . 
Jugo-Slavia .......................... . 

• Ht>\', Intemu.t. de mCd. profess. et soelole 5: 109 (:~lny) 1!1:12. 

1,400 
1,~1)1 

1,555 
1,500 
1,666 
1,666 
1,666 
2,333 
2,660 
2,6lil.i 
2,SO!J 
2.000 
3,100 
3,~.-;o 

ber of medical students and graduates.' During the same period there 
has also been much discussion of the uneyen distribution of physicians 
because of the relative disparity between the population per physician 
in cities and the population per physician in rural areas. 

The relative uneven distribution of physicians-the concentration in 
urban centers and the shortage in many rural areas-is caused by many 
factors among which are the greater economic returns of practice in 
the city, better facilities and com·eniences for practice, and more attrac
tive professional, social, and educational advantages. It can be noted 
that the number of physicians in a locality does not necessarily measure 
the amount of medical service rendered. The disparity of physicians 
~et\\:een town and country may indicate greater professional overcrowd-
111!; 111 urban centers. The availability of medical service is dependent 
pnmanly ?n physical accessibility to physicians--<:listance, topography, 
road conditions and connections, methods of transportation, and means 
of com~unication. The actual utiliza~i~n of serYice is dependent on 
the willingness of persons to use physicians, the willingness of physi
ctans to sen·e, and the cost of the services. It is unwise to base con-

. 8. For a d_iscussion of the indic~ti_on that neithe':" the rise in costs of education nor tlle 
r::tho of. J?OPulat\On to numb~r of phys1~1ans has an_Y d1rect or mc:asurahle effect on the incomes 
of I'~YSICians, _se~ Introduction to :\led1cal Econonucs, Bureau of )[edical Economics American 
).ft-d•cal AssOCiation, 1935, Ill'· 40-48. ' 
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cJ\tsiOnS rrgardin1 the une'Jual or improper distribution of physicians 
so e __ y on t 1e s_nnp e comp~nson of population per physician. · 

. fhe most Important smgle factor affectin~ the distribution of plw,i
ctans appears to be the spendable income~ of the population. i·:or 

TABLE 55.-.l!cdical Data C • d "tl p om,arc ·u•1 1 trCt"llili!Jt" of Pof'ulation Fiii11 !1 

Pcrrent· 
Uf.:'~ of 

Populu-
tlon 

:Filing 
lrwome 

'l'nx 
Returns 

(I) 

New York............. 4.97 
Muss-nchusetts........ 4.f,2 
:Sew Jcrsf'y............ 4.3;:; 
Cnllfornla............ 4.25 
~onnectlcut ..... ,..... 4.02 
~ evadn ..•... , . , , , ...• 3.73 
1rlnrylnnd............. 3.70 
Illinois ...•.• ,......... 3.51 
Delaware.............. 3.45 
Wnshln~ton .....•.. , , 3.2.8 
Rhode Island......... 3.22 
Wisconsin .... ,........ 2.S(i 

PC'nnsylvonln......... Z.i{i 
:Scw Hnmpshlre... .... 2.67 
Wyoming ......... ,... 2.58 
Ohio.................. 2.45 
1\llrhlgan.............. 2.43 
Colorado............. 2.42 
Missouri.............. 2.20 
Vcnnont.. .... ,. ...... 2.1i 
Oregon ....... ,,....... 2.09 
).Jinncsotn............ 2.05 
:!llulnc .............. ,,, 2.03 
Utah.................. 1.91 

Arlzonu .............. , 1.81 
llontunu ........ ,..... 1.81 
Nebraska ..... ,....... 1.73 
Florida ..... ,......... l.GS 
Indiana............... 1.67 
'l'exns.... ... . . . ... . .. . 1.51 
1\unsn!': .. , ....... ,..... 1.46 
Virginia .... ,., ... ,.... 1..13 
Louisiana............. 1.36 
Idaho ............. ,... 1.31 
West VIrginia......... 1.27 
New .Mexico .......... , 1.26 

Iowa .... ,.,........... 1.21 
Oklahoma............ l.l7 
'l'cnncssce......... .... 1.07 
South Dakota........ 1.()6 
Xorth Dakota........ 1.03 
Kentucky, ..... ,...... 1.03 
(il'orgln............... 0.88 
Ala burna ....... ,...... 0.73 
North Carolina....... O.iO 
South Carolina....... 0.00 
Arknnsns .. ,,.... ..... 0.53 
]allsslflslppl.. ...... ,... 0.49 

Income Ta:r Rctunrs 

Average 
Populo- Populo· 

tlon tlon 
Jlt'r per 

Ph)·sirlnn Ph)'Sil'lnn 
In Active In Al·tl\'e 
Pructlce l'ructlcc 

(2) 

'" flit 
!.1100 
6:!1 
i03 
717 
G.SS 
li!l:l 
!103 
8:>-& 
8:>2 
gjO 

82-& 
8.'1 

1,012 
7!1:1 
f.!):! 
5S:! 
ut;(i 
j(jj 

797 
S:"i6 
8:-il 

1,0:"i4 

"'' 1,137 
71l8 

'" ~2::1 
\1~0 

007 
!IGS 

1,040 
l,Z:'.:l 

fl'J2 
1,162 

81!1 
g.;) 
923 

1,228 
),:;-&0 

"" 1,0-&2 
1,2:14 
1,372 
1,400 

!17-& 
1,343 

(3) 

600 

031 

1,0;5 

POJllllll· 
tlnn 
JH'f 

Ho~flltul 
Hell 

(<) 

lii 
1~3 
323 
3i2 
48G 
4~1 
:\4.'> 
3~J 

.-\\"CfiiJ:C 
!'o)HilU· 

tlon 
Jlf'f 

llo ... pltol 
llt:d 

(:"i) 

30i 

r.IO 

.\ \'f'fll)..'f' 
1't•rco•ntu~:c l'o·rt~·ntnJ:l' 

of uf 
lJMpltnl Hn~)oltul 

lkols llt•ol~ 
0Cl'IIJllcd Occu)oh·ol 

(G) 

;:u;; 
iz.z:, 
j(lJil 

~~-:!!~ 
(~;.:~~ 

f><'i.'!O 
';lUI:.! 
ii:!.:\ti ........ 
Glt. ~' 1 
;;L~"' 
IJU.:,O 

67.!!1 
1\4.1~ 
4:.!.4!l 
60.2~ 
t::LGI 
0:.'.77 
~Uifl 
fii .til 
fi.",,fl{l 

"'·'"j GUll 
iii.42 

r.n.:;J 
.-.ur1 
.-~;.o:: 

fiJ.bj 
r.::.)."o 
::.:1.24 
to4.~0 
G2.!t2 
i4.:\4 
;;::.:.!1 
::i:.!.H 
4~1.H 

(7) 

example, the difference in the distribution of physicians in the several 
states, as measured by the population per physician, seems to deptnd 
somewhat on the percentage of the population which has a sufficiently 
large income to be within the scope of the federal income tax. This is 
shown in table 55, column (I), in which the states are arranged in the 
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order of the percentage of the population filing income tax returns. Th,• 
!'arallel column (2) shows ~hat the number of persons per physician 
tn~rea?es, wtth some exceptions, as the percentag-e of the population 
fihng mcome tao:' returns decreases. Chart 16 shows this tretul graphi
cally. The wh.tte bars decreasing from left to right atul the cross
hatched. bars wtth black tips increasing from left to right indicate the 
correlatiOn. 

The corr~lation with the percentage of the population filing income 
tax ~e~urn.s IS by no means perfect. The increase in population per 
phystclan IS not umform. (Chart 17 shows the relation of income to 
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P£RC£NT Or POPULATION riLING INCOME TAX RETURNS 

Chart 17.-Eacb dot represents the rdation between the percf'ntage of pOJiulation lilin~e incnmc 
tax returns and the population per physician for a given state (tahle 55, columns I and 21. Frnm the 
scatter diagram of dots, the average relationship is shown by a straight line which i~ fitletl by the 
method of least squares and indicates that the Jlopulation fJCr physician d~r~as~s at a fairly unif<~rm 
rate as the percentage of the population filing income tax returns incr~a-.~s. In R~neral, the !ltat~'i 
in which a large percentage of the population files income tax r~turn!' are also thu"e which ha,-~ a l1>w 
ratio of population to physician, 

population per physician.) \Vhen the column gi,·ing this population is 
averaged by quarters, however, the general tendency is clear and con
tinuous. The average population per physician in the first twelve states 
was 697, in the second 800, in the third 93~. and in the twelve states 
with the smallest percentage filing returns it was 1.075. 

That the distribution and utilization of medical facilities as well as 
of physicians is somewhat dependent on the income in any locality is 
also shown in table 55. In the 12 states ha,·ing the hi!(hest percentage 

"' 
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of the population filing income tax returns there were only 257 persons 
per hospital bed (columns 4 and 5) and 68.58 per cent of these beds 
were filled (columns 6 and 7). In the 12 states with the lowest per
centage, the number of persons per hospital bed increased to 540 while 
only 56.02 per cent of the a,-ailable beds were occupied. (Chart 18 
shows the relation of income to hospital beds and bed occupancy.) 

The correlation between population per physician and taxable 
income is much closer than that between per capita income in the state 
(table 56 and chart 19). This would seem to indicate that it is the 
perceutagc of the population which has an annual income above the 
taxable limits (in 1931-$3,500 for married and $1,500 for single per-
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INCOME TAX RETURNS 

fir C~art 18.-Each black dot repre.sents the relation between the percentage of population 

L;~~:~~.:~:~~::~h r:~~~~e~~~E~!~~t~~i:fe~~~e~fr~:b~~sSJ~~~ ~heed a~0:ra~e g~~J:ti~~~iP (~b~ho!5~ 
certain point (approximately ZOO) ndp~ha 10~ per e ecrea~es at an accelerated rate to a 

~~~:~~~ 01t:o~~~~io:o~~~ngh;~~o~ie~if r~~~~DS
1

~~[~:Ji1~ i~c~ea5;~~~tl~b~0~re:ke~tfi'ne35sb~b;s pteb; 
uniform with the rate of decrease. e rae 0 mcrease m population per bed bad been 

Each circle reprC"sents the rdation between the t f · · · 
tax rC'turns and the percentage of general bosp't 1 b dpercen ~ge o pop~lahon fihng tncome 
culumn_s 1 and 6). From the scatter dia ra 1 a . e s occupted for a g1yen ~tat!! (table 55, 
a ~lratght line which indicates that th g m of Circles the average_ rela_t1onsh1p IS shown by 
uniiorm rate ";S the percent~ge of populaeti:nerfili~tagi~c~~ beds occupted_ mcreases at a fairly 

A companson of the two trends the cur g e tax r~turns InCreases. 
general, that those state's havin the Ia' \'e .and the stratght line, seems to show, in 
( 1931) the lowest percenta!{e 0~ l~t~d 0~~~~~rropulakof phr bed also. experienced for the period 
those states having the most hospital b d _cy. 1 . urt er companson seems to indicate that 
JlC'rcentage of bed occupancy An a e s ~~ re 31!00 to popul~tion_ do not have the highest 
ho~pital Leds does not depend. so muc~pare~h Y obvious conclusaon IS that the utilization of 
of population possessing incomes above th.~ ta~abl~jl~it~f beds available as on the percentage 

A.s sho~·n by the curve, when a ratio of a.b 200 · · 
!here ts no tnc:rease in the number of hos ita! b ou_t ~ersons to a ~ospttal ~ed IS _reached 
m the percentage of incomes above the ptaxabl:di· 1~ relatton t~ populah_on desptte an tncrease 
tmmbcr of other factors such as educati h" tmtts or an m_cr:ease m bed occupancy. A 
hospital facilities, and the income of thon, ~- !lanthrory•. morbtdtty, physical accessibility of 
utiltzation of hospitals. e en t:re popu ahon also affect the distribution and 
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so':'s) rather than the si:;c of tlze avera</<' i11co 111c that determines the 
abihty of a commumty to attract and hold phvsicians. 

That the amount of cash entering comm~rcial channels is one of 
the most Importa.nt factors in determining the ctTcctive d<·mancl fnr 
ad~quate service m any locality is still further contirmcd hv table 57. 
This table IS based on. a special survey made hy the L:nltcd States 
Bureau ~f the Census ll1 19~9 of .retail sales by geographic sections. 
The rankmg. of ti:e geographic sections by per capita retail sales is sn 
nearly ':'egatlvely Identical With the rankmg of these same sections h1· 
popu!atlon per physician as to justify the conclusion that there is a 
defimte causal relation between effecti1·e demand for medical scn·icc 
and the per capita spendable income. 

TABLE 56.-Average Anuual lucome pa Pcrsou in 1930 • Comf'trr,·tl •~·ith tl~t· 
Population per Ph)•siciatl in Active Practice in 19.?1 Accordi11 y to .Ytalt·s 

States 
Connecticut ......... . 
Illinois •..••..•••.•••• 
New York ••••••..•••• 
Iowa ...••............ 
Nevada ••••••...••••• 
Wisconsin •••..••••••• 
New Jersey.,, .......• 
Nebraska ••••••••..•• 
Ohio .••••••••••.•..•• 
California •.••.. , ..•• 
Vermont ............ . 
Pennsylvania ....... . 
Montana ••••••••••.•• 
Michigan ••••• , ...... . 
Massachusetts •..•..• 
Delaware ............ . 
Kansas .............. . 
Rhode Island ....... . 
Wyoming ........... . 
Ar:lzona ............. . 
Indiana ............. , 
Washington ••••.... , 
Colorado •••••••.••.. 
South Dakota .•••..• 

Average Population 
Income per per 

Persont Physiciant 
787 793 
750 693 
741 614 
726 819 
7~ ili 
708 970 
691 00(1 
690 793 
687 793 
675 621 
672 767 
661 82-l 
656 1,137 

"" 893 644 671 
623 903 
619 007 
608 852 
601 1,012 
598 i149 
594 82l) 
568 854 
561 583 
561 1,228 

States 
Irlnho ............... . 
Minnesota ••. , .•••.•• 
Oregon .............. . 
:Sew Hampshire ... , .. 
Maryland ........... . 
Mnioe ............... . 
Missouri •......••••.. 
Utnh ............... .. 
North Dakota ...... . 
West Virginia ....... , 
Oklaho!nn •••••. , .•. , 
Texas ............... . 
New :\lex leo .... , .•... 
Florida ............. . 
Vlrg:loln ............. . 
North Carolina .... .. 
'l'<'Dnessce .••. , , ••• , , • 
Loulsluna ••..•..•.... 
Kentucky ••.••....... 
Gl'orgln ............. , 
Alabama ............ . 
Arkansas .•......•• ,, 
South Carolina .... .. 
Mlssll'slppl ...... , ... . 

A \'crnge Populntlon 
Incomt> per 11er 
l~crsout Ph)'~lclnn: 

s; .. i 1.~:1:1 
5~t~ s:.a 
r~12 7!.17 
l:.:!l &'il 
WI! 6 .. ~ 
WI s:.t 
r.oo ljt~l ... l,O.'o4 
·Ulo 1,am 
ollj IM.! 
37:1 0:1~1 
a;,,; u:lO 
3:~ 1,11:!2 
3:);, "" 311 "" 270 1,:r;z 
21>3 0'.!3 
~~ 1,040 
z:;s "" 218 1,4!4:! 
::!OS 1,2::4 
193 1174 
193 1,4()1') 
17.J l,3U 

*Income figures for 10'31 were not obtnlnoblc, It Is believed thnt the lneome lh;:-nrl'~ fnr 
1931 would not materially change the purpose of this tnble; \'lz., to 11how thut In ~tt·nerul the 
population per physician lnercnses as the overage lndlvldunl Income decn•nses. 

t Dntn for 1930 from U. S. Department ot Commerce. 
t Populotlon per pbyslelan Hl31. 

Not only are there fewer physicians, hospitals and other meclical 
facilities, with less use of available services and facilities in the locali
ties where there is less money to spend in the markets, but there are also 
fewer stores and less goods sold in the existing stores. Increasing the 
number of physicians or hospitals in such localities would no more 
relieve the medical situation that building more grocery, clothing or 
furniture stores would insure better food and other necessaries of li f c 
for those unable to buy them. 

Recently there has been much agitation for the development of 
some means of making medical sen·ices more al'ailable to rural and 
low-income areas. The schemes proposed-sickness insurance and state 
medicine-are primarily designed to organize medical pcrsmmc/. It 
seems that the development and support of better facilities for mc<lical 
practice, particularly in the smaller communities, would he more likely 
to alleviate the uneven distribution of physicians. Xothing can he 
gained by the regimentation of physicians. It has not yet been prnl'c<l 
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that the system of the priva~e practi~e of me<licinc is unable to ~upply 
competent and adequate medtcal servtces wherever the tk·mand for surh 
sen·ices exists. The medical profession of the Cnitcd ~tall'S has 
always adhered to . the personal patient-physician relatiomhip which 
charactenzes a medtcal serviCe superior to anv other in the world. It 
is, therefore, entirely consistent with the idcais of medicine that those 
same physicians should vigorously resist any system of state managt·d 

TABLE 57.-€/assificatiou of Scclious b)• ""''Capita Rt'lail Sales tllld rotulatinn 
per Pll:ysician 

Per C'npltn Rnnk ot 
Rt'tllil Snit'S Divi;~lon In Potmlntlon 

Geogrnphlc (l!f2V) In rcr Cn11itu JU'I' 
Division Dollars• Snlcs l'h)'!<klnnt 

Pnrlflc ....................... il-19.5.1 1 Gi3 

lllddle Atluntlc ............. :.oo.Ol 2 O:!Z 
:Sew England .......•........ 4ti3.31 3 7:ll.l 
Eust :Sorth Central.., ...... 4.12.1S 4 j[ij 

1olountain ................... 424.72 5 E-1!9 

West :Sorth Central.. ....... 40S.46 tl 81-& 

West South Central ......... 301.9'2 !~ij 

South Atlantic .............. 26&.00 8 9:17 

East South Central ......... 2:W.51 u l,Of>S 

United States (u\•ernge) .... 400.:12 817 

" U. S. D1•pt. of ('omnwr(.'e, !;tntll'tleal Ab1>truet of l'. S. 19:14, p, 7~~;. 
t 1':i1•e tutJio 15, p. 19. 

Rnnk of 
lllvl~lon In 

Populnllou twr 
l'hpklun (l!J,>IJ 

u 
• 
7 
tl 

• :. 
2 

" 

medicine which will destroy that essential personal relationship and the 
quality of the service rendered. 

It appears that the supply of physicians is and will continue to be 
adequate for the needs of the population of the United States. It should 
be self-evident that the supply and distribution of a service to satisfy 
a need depends on income. The important distinction hetwccn medical 
sen-ices and marketable commodities is that the medical profession has 
always made an effort to grarle its fees. as far as possible, accorcling
to income and to give free services to those without income-something 
not yet attempted by the \'endors of commercial goods and services. 
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APPENDIX A 

An early recording of an attempt to d~termine the number 
of physicians in the seYeral state_s of the Umted S~ates appe_ars 
as an appendix to the Transactwns of the Amencan :\ledu;al 
Association, Volume I, pages 359-366, 1848. Three states, VIr
ginia, Delaware, and l\lassachusetts,_ submitted_ repo:ts of_ the 
number of physicians which are reprmted her~ m their entirety 
partly for their historical value and partly to Illustrate the dis
tribution of physicians in 1848. 

N 

REPORT OX THE NU~IBER OF PRACTITIOXERS OF :MEDICIKE 

IN VIRGINIA 

The committee appointed to correspond with the clerks of the various town 
and county courts throughout the State, for the purpose of ascertaining, as far 
as practicable, the number of physicians practicing medicine in this State, the 
numhcr who practice with the authority of a diploma, or of a license from some 
legally authorized society, and the number who practice without any authority 
whatever, in the performance of their duty addressed a circular letter! a copy 
of which accompanies this report (marked N.-a.), to each of the aforesaid clerks. 

In reply to this circular, the committee have received communications from 
seventy-five to\vns and counties, which have, in the main, gi\·en them information 
as accurate and as full as could have been expected. The result of these com
munications the committee ha\·e embodied in a tabular statement, which they beg 
kave to submit as a part of their report (see statement marked N.-b.). 

By examining this statement, it will be seen that the whole number of physicians 
in these seventy-five counties and towns is 972.-Now there are 119 counties in 
the whole State. \Ve have received information from nearly two-thirds of these; 
and as the counties from which we have heard are taken indiscriminately from 
every portion of the State, it is fair to presume that the result gives us pretty 
accurately the proportion of physicians throughout the Statc.-The population of 
the State of Virginia by the last census was 1,239,797, two-thirds of which would 
be 826,531YJ. Dividing this number by 927 (two-thirds of the physicians in the 
State), and we arrive at the result that there is one physician for C\'ery 850Y.] 
inhabitants. This calculation has been made, it is true, from the recorded popu
lation of the state in 18-tO, while the number of physicians with which that 
population is compared, is estimated for the present year; but it is very doubtful 
whether the great drain upon the population of Virginia by emigration, and 
by the transportation of slaves, will not nearly counterbalance its natural increase. 

Of the 972 physicians in the State, it appears that 678 have received diplomas 
from regularly constituted medical schools. Of these 678, six do not now practice 
at all. and 011e practices homeopathy. Two hundred and forty-nine (249), more 
than one-fourth of the whole number, practice without any authority whatever; 
of these, 1 has attended two courses of lectures, 10 have attended one course 
of lectures, as also an indefinite number (say 3) in the county of Tazewell, 4 are 
stated to have studied medicine without attending lectures, and 3 to have been 
licensed by a medical society (the authority of the societies to grant licenses 
not hcing given). Deducting these 21 who have made some pretension to the 
study_ of medicine, and we have 228 individuals practicing medicine in seventy-five 
count1es. who do not pretend to have devoted one hour to the study of the profes
sion before entering upon its responsible duties. By reference to the statement 
it will be seen that the trans-Alleghany counties furnish the greatest proportion 
of this latter class of practitioners, a fact that probably might be readily. 
accounted for. 
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!he c?mmittee content th~mselvcs with presenting the iorcgoing facts to the 
SOCiety Without comment, s~t1sficd th~t tl.lc glaring defects which tht·y cxpn~c in 
the present system of medtcal orga111zatwn, and of medical ('(}ucation, will r;dl 
fort? t~e most earnest efforts of the society to rl'mcdy thcst• defects as i;1r a" 
lay m Its power. 

Ci\RTER P. Jon:-:so:'\, ~1.1>., 

]A:\IE." H. CoxwAY, .\1.1> .• 
H. D. T.\LI.t.\H:RRO, ~l.J). 

X. B.-Since writing the abo\'c report, the committt'l' ha\'C had access to tlu: 
~eport of the lst Auditor of the State, which contains the numhcr of pln-:-.ici;u 1 ~ 
m each county, as handed in by the commissioners of the revenue, under the late 
law taxing physicians as a class. According to this documcnt the whole numlwr 
of physicians in the State is 1.517. ' 

The auditor's report does not give any information on the other points cmhran·d 
in the resolutions of the Kational Convention and of the ~lt:dical Society. 

To THE CLERK oF THE CocxrY OF 

N.-a. 

(Circular.) 

(ARTER P. )<HINSOS, ~I.D. 

Richmond, September 13, IH-'i. 

Sir :-At a meeting of the National :Medical Convention, 
of Philadelphia in :\lay last, the following resolution, offered 
~Iichigan, was adopted:-

held in the Cih· 
by Dr. Pierce c;f 

"Rcsoh.'Cd, That the de1egates to this Convention he requested to a!o.l'crtain, 
as far as may be practicable, and report to the next annual meeting, the numhcr 
of Practitioners of :Medicine in their respective States-desiJ:!nating the number 
who may have received a diploma from a Medical College, the number who may 
have been licensed by a 11t:dical Society, and the numher who practice medicine 
without any authority whatever." 

In order to carry out the very important objects embraced in till' above 
resolution, in this State, the 1Icdical Society of Virginia, at its last mel·ting, 
adopted the following resolution:-

"Rcsol't'cd, That a committee be appointed whose duty it shall be to address 
a letter to the Clerks of the several County Courts in this Commonwealth, aiHI 
to the Clerks of the Hustings Courts in its towns and cities, asking for the 
'information required by the resolution of Dr. Pierce." 

In conformity with this resolution, we, the Committee of the Medical Socil·ty 
of Virginia, would most respectfully and earnestly ask your aid in obtaining" the 
required information. \Ve would thank you at your earliest convenience to ininrrn 
us of the number of }.ledical Practitioners in your county; how many of thcm 
practice with the authority of a diploma, and how many without any altthority 
whatever. \Ve of course cannot expect that you will be able to f,!;ivc us the 
information we desire with great accuracy, and we shall receive your :-.tatl'mc:nt as 
the nearest approximation to the actual condition of the matter, at which you 
have been able to arrive. 

This subject is one of nry \'ital importance, not only to the 1Icdical Profc:-.~ion 
of our country, but to the interest and \\'clfarc of the whole community, and ynu 
will materially aid in its investigation by affording us the dcsirecl informati()n. 

\Ve arc very respectfully, your obedient servants, 

(ARHR P. )onssos, ~f.D. 

J,,;o.o-:s H. CnS\\'AY, ).1.0. 
HoRAcE D. T AI.UAH.RRO, ~I. D. 

C()mmittn·. 
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N.-b. 

Tabular Stotcmcnt of the N11mber of JHcdical Practitioners in Se-tJenty-Five 
T owus and C ou11 ties ;,,. V irgi,~io. 

:Snmt~ of Count!('!! 

1. lll'nrlco ............... . 
'' Pntrll'k ....•.. 
3. )IB!IOD ••••••........ 

4. Culpepper ....... . 
5. Prlncc!l8 Anne ..... . 

6. Tuppohannoek ... . 
7, Prince Ocorge ... , .. 
8. Grl'l'fl!I\'Ule .•••••.. 
0 . .. \ppomatox ...... 

10, HOt('tOUrt ..•• , .•.. 

11. York ..•..•••........... 
12. Brumwlck,, .. 
13, HnDO\'t•r •..•.... 

H. Pula!ik}' ........... . 

Jii. Nonsemond .• ,., ...... . 
Itt Rockingham .. , ... . 
17. llontKomery •.•... 

18. Campbell ....•..... 
lU. lllddlesex .. , .......... . 
20. WuTWiek ..... . 
21. Pendleton ..•......... ,. 
2:?. Marlon ..•••••...... 

2.1. l.oncostcr ......... . 

24. Gloucc.ster ..... . 

2;;. Hnrrlson ..•... 
26. )lort:nn ..• ,. 
27. Carroll .••••.. 

28. Accomack ... . 
W. Powhatan ............ . 
30. King and Qu~o ..... . 
31. Page .. , ••••..••• ,,,. 
32. Wayne ......... .. 
3:1. Taylor ....... .. 
34. Doddridge ••••... 
3:>, llonongnlla ...... . 

:!Al. Kenhuwa ........ . 
37. Ohio ................ . 
3S, Prince Wllllum ..... . 
:m. Hnmp."hln- ........ . 

.f.O •• ·\llt'l:'hony .... . 
H. Jnd.:~on ..... . 

42. RltdliP,, ..... 

-13. Amht'rst. .. 
H. Gllnwr ... 

~5. Ru."Sdl.. 

Numhrr '''ho 
Whole Have Hl'relverl 

Number Diplomas 

17 
5 

• 
12 
9 

20 
19 
ll 
16 
20 

"' !!I 

• 
8 

20 
8 

8 

11 

16 

20 

3 

" 13 
17 

• 
3 
3 
8 

l3 

15 

17 

13 

9 

3 

" 

17 
1 

3 
10 
8 

20 

" 10 
13 

" ' 18 
31 

(-I do not practlet•) 
1 

6 
!\ot known 

3 

13 
7 

0 

8 
(2 do not practice) 

12 

2 

0 

19 
13 
16 

3 
0 
2 
2 
5 

ll 

12 
ll 

2 
3 

0 

Not known 
0 

Number Who Prnetlee Withont the 
AuthOrity of a Diploma 

0 

' 3 
2 
1 

(hrllides several Thompsonluns) 
0 

6 Thompsoolans 
1 

s 
7 
0 

1 and 3 Thompsonlans 
0 

3 
(1 of whom attended one 

course of lectures) 
3 

A number of Tbompsonluns 
5 

(1 of whom Is lfC('Dsed by a 
medical society) 

7 
1 
9 
8 
8 

(3 of whom bave attended 1 session) 
3 

(2 of whom are Thompsoninns) 
4 

(2 of whom are Tbompsonlons) 
16 
3 
3 

(I of whom attended 1 session) 
0 
0 

3 
1 
6 
8 

(f of whom have studied medicine) 
.f. Thompsonlans 

5 

2 

8 
(3 of whom attendl'll 1 SC!'lliOn) 

2 
ll 

(6 of whom are Thompsonluns) 
3 

(1 of whom Is a Thompsonlon) 
Not known 

5 

5 
(2 of whom are licensed by a Med. Soc,) 

4 
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Tabular StaiNIU!nt of the Nu111brr of .lft·diral Practitiouu.r 111 

Towns and Couuties i11 l'ir_qiuia. -Cmrti" 111·d 

Names of Counties 

46. Sussex ... ,,, ..... . 
47. Bath ...... . 
48. Green ..... . 
40, Stafford, ............ . 
50. Tazewell ••. 

iH. Lee .••••••.............. 
:i2. Harbour ••............. 
53. Nicholas ••............. 
54. Braxton .............. . 
55. Charlotte ............. . 
.'"J6. King William •... 
·"· Pocahontas ...... , ..... 

:.s. Jefferson .............. . 
59. Roanoke ......... . 
60. Bedford ............... . 
61. Alexandria ............ . 
62. James' City ....... . 
6:1. WUllamsburg •.... 
64, Louisa ...••....... 
65. Isle of Wight .... 
66. Goochland .•.•........ 
Gi. RJchmond county ••.. 

68. Spotsylvania ..... . 
69. Norfolk county .. . 

70. Lynchburg ...•... 
71. Halifax ......... . 
72. Cumberland .... . 

i3. Berkeley ........... . 
74. Mecklenburg ...•... 
75. Rlehmond elt)' .... 

Wholf' 
:Su1nlwr 

7 
s 

It 
9 

22 
18 

' 
2il 
10 

" 10 

10 
21 
10 
1fj 

It 

0 

~umllf'r Who 
H 11 \'f' R~'('pl\·~·11 

Dlplo!un.~ 

17 

• 
3 
7 

1 
0 

14 
17 

6 
17 
10 

Not known 
Not known 

21 
6 

12 

" 
8 

17 16 
(I of whom pructicPS 

Homeoputhy) 
13 12 

::o 21 
2:: 19 

11 11 

2S 27 
75 70 

972 678 

N.-1. 

Xumber Who Prnrtll'f' Without thl• 
Authority of a flll•luma 

0 

1 

6 
(!Wille of whom ntto•nolnll se~~lunl 

10 
8 

' 
' 8 

3 
(1 of Whom atto•ndf"d 1 !.o'<'!!l'lon 1 

1 

7 
1 ThomJISOnlnn 

:Sot Irnown 
Not knoW!! 

0 

" 
(I of whom Is Tl;ompsonlon, nud 1 

uttcndOO 2 cour.~l'!> or k<:tur··~ 1 
! 
I 

(who hn,._ ntlf"!Hio•d 
lei:ture~>;J 

1 Thomp~onlun 

• 
' (2 of whom arc ThompHmlnnl'l 

0 
1 Thompson/an 

,, 

REPORT OF THE NUMBER OF :\IEDIC.\L PR.\CTITIO~ERS 

IN DELAWARE. 

Dr. Couper, on behalf of the delegates from the State of Delaware to the 
National Medical Convention of 1847, begs leave to submit to the American ~[edi
cal Association, the following report, viz.:-

The number of practitioners of medicine in the State of Delaware is ont: 
hundred. Of these, forty-eight reside in Xcwcastle County, twenty-seven in Kent 
County, and twenty-five in Sussex County. Of the whole number, seventy art: 
graduates, and hold the license of the State;. two are graduates, but practin· 
without any legal authority; seven are not graduates, but practice under the St;1h: 
license, and twenty-one are neither graduates nor licentiates. 

Under the general law regulating the practice of medicine and surgery in 
the State of Delaware, every practitioner is required to take out the license of 
the State. The graduates of any respectable medical schOfJl, and such othcr 
persons as shall sustain a satisfactory examination before the ~1edical Board oi 
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Examiners, are entitled to this license on the payment of a fee of ten dollars. 
But undtr special acts of the legislature, passed since the da_tc of ~he gene_ral law, 
Homeopathists and Thompsonians arc permitted to practice without diplomas, 
and without examination by the hoard, or the payment of a fee. 

All which is rcspcctiully submitted. ] AMES CouPER. 

~.-2. 

REPORT OF Xl'~IBER OF :\fEDJCAL PRACTITIOXERS IN MASSACHU

SETTS, :\lOST OF \\'H0:\1 BELONG TO THE :\IASSA-

CH l'SETTS :\1 EDICAL SOCIETY 

1\o. of 
Pract. 

Suffolk Co.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 280 

Barnstable Co.......................... 31 
Berkshire Co.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70 

Bristol Co.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72 
Dukes Co............................. 3 
Essex Co.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 124 

Franklin Co............................ 54 
Hampden Co.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58 
Hampshire Co.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57 

~!iddlesex Co.......................... 184 
Xorfolk Co.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82 

Plymouth Co.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 
\Vorcestcr Co.......................... 155 
X antuckct Co.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Total. ............................ 1,237 

Population 
in 1840 

95,773 

32,548 

28,812 
60,165 

3,958 

94,987 

28,812 
37,866 

30,813 

106,611 

41,745 
47,873 

95,813 
9,012 

787,616 

This is not the true relative proportion of physicians to population now, since 
the above is the number of physicians in 1847, while the population is according 
to the census of H!·lU. z. B. ADA)IS. 

Boston, April 29, 1848. 

(STEPHEX \\'. \\'ILLI:UIS, ~J.D., of Deerfield, ~lass., in a letter addressed 
to the Association, reports the names, as far as they could be ascertained, of the 
practitioners of medicine in the five western counties of :Massachusetts. The 
number of practitioners in these several counties is as follows: 

\\·orccster ............................... 191 
Hampden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . .. . . . 61 

Hampshire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62 

Franklin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 55 
Berkshire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76) 



APPENDIX B 
Distribution o~ P_hysicialls Accordiug to States aud Tcrritori

1
·s :•llloo.t'illq .\/cmbcr

slup In Medical Associatious .a11d the Xumb,•r (lf Fdlo·ws · 

~lllnher of Phl'lli- Xumh"r of .llt·Jnlwrs ol 
duns In Stntt·s, Stute A~!<ud11tinns 

Alnbatnu ............................ . 
Arizona ............................. . 
Arkansas ........................... . 

g~:~~u~~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Connecticut .......... , .............. . 
Delawar(' ........................... . 
District ot Colurnhln ............... : 
Florida ....•.•.••.................... 
Georgia ........ ,., .....•............. 
Idaho .... , ......... ,, ...• , ..... ,, ... . 
Illinois .........•.. , .................• 
Indiuna ............•••............... 
Iowa ...••...............•.....•...... 
Kansus ........................... , .•• 
Kentucky .... ,., ... ,, .............•. , 
Louisiana ........................... . 
l'llalne ............................... . 
l'ltaryland ... , •••............. , ...... . 
!tlassaehusetts ...................... . 
l'ltichhcun ............................ . 
Minncsotu ...... , ...... , ............ . 
)lissl&;lppl.. .••••................ ,, .. 
Missouri •......•.••........ , ........• 
1\lontnna .................. , ......... . 
Nebrosku ..•...•....•........•. , .... . 
Nevada ...........•...•.............. 
New Hampshire ..................... . 
N('w ,J('rst•}' .......................... . 
New l'llexleo ........ , ........ , ...... ,. 
New York .......................... .. 
North Carolina .................... .. 
North Dakota., ................... .. 
Ohio, ........•••••................•.. 
Oklahoma .....•.•........•....... , .. 
Oregon .........•..... , ..... ,, ..••... , 
Pennsylvania ....................... . 
Rhode ]!!land .... , ....•. , ........... . 
South Carolina .......... ,, ......... . 
South Dakota ..................... .. 
Tennessee ... , •........•....•...••.... 
Texas ... ,.,,, •... ,.,., ..............• 
Utah ................................ . 
Vermont ....... , ............•••.....• 
Virginia ................ , .......•..... 
Washln~o:"ton ..........•.•............ 
West Virginia ........... ,, .......... . 
\VIsconsin ........................... . 
\\"yomlng ........................... . 
Alaska .................... , ......••.. 
Hawaii. ....•......................... 
Isthmian Canal Zone .............. .. 
Phlllppinc Island (Provlnrl's) .....•. 
Puerto Rico (Dist.) ...... , .......... . 
Foreign ............. , •... , .....••.... 

Hr.~4 A. M. A. 
Directory 

2,129 
4ti.S 

1,8!10 
10,-190 

l,SH 
2,:\12 

301 
I,S.'il 
1,8,10 
2,811 

388 
ll,fJ0-1 
4,()4U 
:1,141 
2,153 
2,S08 
2,127 

HS.f. 
2,617 
7,014 
5,678 
3,174 
1,52:) 
5,570 ,,., 
1,772 

1.'19 

""' 4,915 
393 

2'l,812 
2,400 

511 
8, 71>9 
2,-IO'J 
t.:ms 

12,608 
007 

1,329 
fEJ 

2,91'0 
6,679 

521 
517 

2,6:i!) 
2,000 
1,779 
3,302 

237 
55 

a.-,2 
1\J.I 

2,147 
407 

··~ 

1\.t:\;, 1\l;lt) 

),4!il 1,4:i7 
:.W.I ··--_., 

l,Oli2 l,OW 
r.,:!:n r.,:l .. 2 
l,IO."t l,l:\2 
],5Hi ],[~i!l 

m 2{1() 
m.t ;:17 

1,0:10 1,0"-1 
I,UH 1 •• ~ .. ~~ 

2U 2:14 
6,7G7 7 ,{l .... i 
:?,.'t!S 2.'1-1 
2,2\9 2,:!.!t.-, 
l,3M 1,417 
1,710 1,7111'1 
1,2:!4 1,2.-~; 

"" (o'lJ'I 
1,:!:!8 1.:~~ 
4,7:t'i 4,1'\:.>7 
a,4ns 3,f.ti! 
2,2:!1) 2,21r.,! 
1,?.!0 1,:1110 
3,2:ll 3,14:1 

340 :llO 
1,161 l,O::r.! 

100 "" 479 4!10 
2,911 3,0:;6 

215 W'J 
13,:\liS H,37;:i 
1,5!16 l,:).ij 

375 :J-'iJ 
5,2-"S !'i,:l:\4 
1,:,12 1.4~14 

U:·2 742 
8,122 8,41:i 

4!J.l 501 
!r.!t i>!I'J 
z.l2 a:12 

1 ,i".U:l ),f~~ 

3,USO 4,0"!4 
:~ ... , 3(1~ 

:lli.S 37.fo 
1,740 1,7:!2 
l,:l"i,'l 1,21)7 
1,122 1,2:!3 
2,1!'2 2,210 

Hll w 
13 20 

2!5 2ti:.> 
lOS lOll 
717 "" !l26 3UI 

Total.......................... 164,514 tm,:.:lr. 10t,7r>'l 
Cotntnlssloned medical otllcers ... , .. :, ••...••...•....••...•. , .....•.......•..•.. ,, ..•. 

Gro'lt•t!J of the Professious in tire United Stales 
1870-1930. 

Smnho•r of 
}'l'llo"'IIIO 

Stute 
f)l; 
:tnt I 
:r. .-. 

3,:~··!1 

Iii:! 
1Mi.'i 
I IIi ..... 
;.~~~. 

tH·~ 

1:~ 
.fo,US 
l,liOS 
1,:116 .,. 

i!l:! 

'""~ :J;;·, 
HID 

:l,tHI 
"1'10 
i' ~:·u 

':1io 
2,t)()j 

!.'O.i 
674 

·~ 2."~1 
2,1!i.'i 

t:>'l 
D,:\47 

j:!ij 
21;;, 

3.~~16 
7:!4 
u~ 

r •• ~!Y.I 
:mt 
:I~IJ 
)llj 

71:1 
l,!IKo 

:!:!!\ 
1<4 
H~tl 
;."1) 
1110 

I,r.to 
Jr! 

" 11:1 ,. 
"" 72 

1\)..! 

(,0,!174 
2,1i2!1 

In Tlloullantls P••rro•ntogc 

Professions 18i0 18.'!0 li'OO 

Physicians .... ,., .. , ........ OOt 82! 100 
Dcntlllt!l ..•....... , ...•••.. , 8 12 " 'l'rnlned nurses ............. 
Lawyers ..... ,, ............. 39t mt 8:lt 
Cl('rnymen .................. -l:lf G:lt !!!Jt 
Teuchers and professors .•• 127 22.i 3.fo7 

woo 1010 19~ 

120 l:l:i u.·. 
:w 40 ;r. 
1:! "'2 ''" lf~Jt tn 1:!:1 

lfJ.;t 11< l2'I 
Ht.i tJI5 1!1.; 

~ 

HI:IO 
}.-... 

71 
2:14 
)lji 

149 
1,12.j 

lrtroro•ulll' 
lUOCJ·llfJO 

"" PI 
2,!1.',0 

r.t 

" ],'.2 

• Stntistlcs Jnrgely from Recent Social TrPYldll Bl' ('ompllrd from thr Oreupotlon l'etum!'l of 
tho Unltl'd Stott's, Including some adjustments, corr(•(•tlons nnd estimates. 

t Estimated. 
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APPENDIX C 

The following tables ,showing the distribution of Negro 
physicians (according to figures for 1932 from the National 
~ledical Association) and ~egro population (United States 
Bureau of the Census, 1930) are presented for comparisons 
with the distribution of all physicians and population in the 
Cnited States. 

!Jistribution of Negro Ph:ysiciaus aHd Populatiou and Populatiml Per Physicia11 
Accordi,,g to States 

Stuh•.s 

Alubnmo ..... 
.Arizona .•..... 
.\rkunsas .. . 
Ca.llfornln .. . 
Colorado ........ . 
Conn£'Ctlcut ......... . 
I~Iowure., ......................... . 
Dl~tr1ct of Columbia .......... . 
Florida ...... . 
Georg ln .. 
Idaho ..... . 
llllnoiN ... . 
Jndlunu. 
Iowa ... . 
Knnso!' .. . 
Kentut'ky 
].oulldunu. 
llnlne ................ . 
lluulund ....... . 
llus~<nchu,;;ctts ................. . 
lllchlgnn ..... . 
lllnnt'sotn. 
lll~~ls.ooiflpl. 
llontunn. 
Missouri ... . 
Xebrnska ... . 
:S('vnda •• , .•.•...••........ 
:Srw HnmpsbJr,· .................... . 
::Sew ~ll'xloo ......................... . 
::Sew .Jer~l'Y ......................... . 
:Sew York .......................... . 
::Sorth C'arollnu. 
:Snrth Dakota .. 
Ohio ................ . 
Okluhnmn .............. . 
flr•·~;:on ........... .. 
Pl'nn!1-yh·anln .... . 
Hhode J~hmd ........ . 
~outh Cnrollnu .... . 
South DaJ,;oto. ...... . 
Tl'hhe-"see ............... . 
Tf'XIl!' .... . 

l'tnh ............... . 
Yl'rmont 
Ylr~;:lnlo ..... . 
Wu~hlngton .. 
W•"'t Virglnlu 
W!;;oon~ln .. . 
Wyoming ........... . 

~egro ~urn her of Negro Population per 
Population Phy~lelans Physician 

!lH,S3,t JIG S,H5 
10,749 7 1,:136 

478,46.1 107 4,472 
81,048 75 1,081 
11,825 JG 73!1 
29,354 lG 1 .s:~:; 
32,f.OZ 10 3,2()() 

132,068 271 487 
431,828 WJ :~,002 

l,Oi1,125 w;; fo,493 
GG8 

328,!.172 3:l2 !191 
111,982 79 1,417 

17,380 12 1,448 
00,3« "' 1,896 

22G,040 1:n 1,725 
77G,32jj JJG li,692 

1,09G 1 1,09G 
270,379 1lJ 2,4!10 

52,:w.:; " 1,1H 
160,45.1 117 1,448 

U,Hi'o 3 3,H8 
l,OO'J,718 71 14,221 

1,256 1 1,256 
~3,1;40 2Hi !,OW 

t:J,i;'o2 12 1,146 
516 
700 

2,8;",() 3 Di'l() 
208,,0.28 13tl 1,50:2 
412,bl4 JSJ 2,281 
918,t.i47 117 7 ,S:J2 

377 
3(f.),:"!04 20'1 1,487 
172,1118 " 1,979 

2.2~4 2 1,117 
431,2C.7 1G9 2,552 

9,913 ' 1,983 
793,f>!:!l 5:J 9,M2 

Gltl 
477,64G ::o~ 1,:.51 
854,004 21:1 3,!)7j 

l,IOH 
OG!! 

WO,IG.> ]~j 3,514 
6,840 

1,710 
114,f'.'1.1 f.3 1,8:24 

lO,i&J 10 1,074 
1,2.",0 

ll,S9I,l4:l ::!.!J~.i 2,!/84, 
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Distribution of Negro Phssicians a11d Pvp11lalion cmd Population l'c·r l'h_\·siL"icw 
Accordiltg to Grngraphic Di·dsious 

Division and Stute 

United Stntf'S .................... . 
~l'W EnJ:Innrl ....................... . 
lllddlc Atluntlc ..•... , ...•........... 
Eust Xorth Central. ............... . 
West ~orth Central.. .............. . 
South Atlantic ................ ,, .. ,. 
F.nst South Cmtrnl. ............... . 
W~t South Central... . .......... . 
)lountuin .... . 
Pacific ........................... , .. . 

:Sew England: 
llalnc ............................... . 
:Sew Hampshire .................... . 
V('rmont ... ,. •. . . ......... . 
lfiiS)OUC'hiH:<'ttS ••• ,,, •••• , •.•••.••. 
Rhocle lslund .... . 
Connecticut ...................... . 

:\Iiddle Atlantl£': 
:Sew York ..... . 
Xew .Jerst:>)' ............ . 
Pennsylvania ....................... . 

East North Central: 
Ohio .••.............................. 
Indiana ............................. . 
Illinois................ . .......... . 
:liiehlgan ......... . 
Wisconsin .......... . 

West North Central: 
Minnesota .................. . 
Iowa .............................. . 
llissourl ............................ . 
Xorth Dakota ...................... . 
South Dakota ...................... . 
Nebraska...... . .............. . 
Kansas ............................ .. 

South Atlantic: 
Delaware ............. . 
:Maryland ... , ........ . 
Distrlct o! Colmntllu ............... . 
Virginia................ . ........ · · 
We!lt Virginia. .. .......... .. 
Xorth UaroUnu .................... .. 
South Carolina ........... . 
Geor...:la ............ . 
Florida ....................... ······· 

East South Central: 
Kentu£'ky ... . 
Tennessee ... . 
.\lahunm ... . 
lllsslsslppl ................... . 

West South Central: 
Arkan!ias ... 
Loulslanu. . .......... . 
Oklahomu ........ .. 
•rexus ......................... . 

:\Iountnln: 
Montana ................ ········· .. · 
Idaho......... . ............. · · .. .. 
'"'yornlng ................. · · · ···· · · ·· 
Colorutlo ........................... . 
Xew ,,lt:>xlco .... . 
.-\rlzona .... . 
Utah ...... . 
Xe\·atla .... . 

Paclflc: 
Wallhlnj:ttOD .... 
Oregon ....•..............•... 
California ................... . 

Nl'J!'fO 
Population• 

11,8!)1,143 
U-I,ClS6 

1,o.·.~,!-!J'J 

930,4.".0 
a:;I,7~ 

4,421,!1---.8 
:?,ti."~.:!-:18 

2.~t.~J."·l 
::10,22."• 
00,1:!2 

1,0'JO 
j!I(J 

:J~'o...'> 
."r:! ,:~,;:, 
!1,111:~ 

2'J,:I.i-l 

412.~14 
21~, .... :!.~ 
431,257 

309,304 
111,98-2 
328,972 
1GV,4Z"J3 

10,739 

0,445 
li,:k"(t 

2~"l.~40 
:r.7 
640 

13,7ft2 
tl0,3H 

32,(,00 
27G,:J79 
l:J2,008 
6.";1(),16:) 
ll4,MI3 
fll8,tl47 
79-l,f.Sl 

1,071,125 
431,828 

226,040 
-t'ii,ti46 
!1-l~,iq-t 

1,00'.1,718 

478,4fo.1 
7iG,:::.w 
17:.!,1!18 
s:.-&,00-1 

1,2."!1 
li6'-

1,2.".0 
11,8Z.S 

2,Joi.'.O 
JO,Hfl 
1,108 

.:;u; 

G,S.fO 
2.:!34 

81,041S 

:Sumhrr of X•·~o:ro 
l'hy~lt"lun~f 

:1,9>:\.i 
m 

b!J 
j ~II 

:!Otl 
l,lH 

!i:!ti 

~l:! 

117 
10 

3 

10 
Ill 
271 
18J 

'" 117 

"' 1!1."o 
WJ 

t:n 
:;II>S 
110 

71 

1fi 

" 7 

;:; 

l'opulntlon ]wr 
J'll)'~lt-ltlll 

:!,!l'-4 
1,::~;:1 

2, I: .. ~ 
l,:!li 
1,1\(i 

:1.~·--· 
4,:!~!1 

.f,:J.fj 
1,119 
1,11::1 

J,JU 
1.~~-..;; 

l,~t:. 

:!,:! ... \ 
I,."H:! 
2,:..-.2 

].4."7 
1,417 

~~.)\ 

1,4~~ 
l,Oi4 

:!, 14.'< 
l,H.., 
),tr.:t; 

l,UO 
l,!itlti 

:1.~1;(1 
•) 1:11) 

~. ""' 
:l,."oH 
l,~:!.f 

j ... .-.:! 
!l,.".li:! 
;,,.f[r.l 
:1,\l!:i:! 

l.i2.i 
1 ,:~··I 
R,l.f.-, 

14,:!:!1 

·U72 
!o,lo!r! 
l,:l'j!t 
::,!ljj 

;::!1 
!>.'JI 

1.:>.:~; 

1,710 
1,117 
],f_:lo.] 



Distributio" of Negro Plzy.siciaus aud Population and Population Per Physician 
According to Sections 

Nrgro Number of Population 
Nrlo!'tO pee PO!Illlll· 

tlon Per Cent Physicians Per Cent Physician 
l'iouthrrn !ltntrfl ..................... !l,:«H,5i7 78.7 2,29.) 57.6 4,0i!l 
Northern stuteM .....•.•.....••••..•• 2,[>25.),[,00 21.3 1,690 42.4 1,497 

Unltrd Rtates ....................... 11,891,143 100.0 3,fl85 100.0 2.984 

Distri&utiou of Negro Phy:sicians Accordi11g to Place of Education and 
Place of Practice 

EdueatNI In tho South ami praf'tlclnl':' In the South ....... . 
EdLu·atr1! In the South and prn('tlclng In the North ....... , 
Edurat1-tl In the North oml )'raC'tlclng In the North ....... . 
F.duratl'rl In thf" North nnd prortldng In the South ....... . 
F.1lnf'atrd In FChools tmknown and prartlclng In the North 
Edurat('d In schools unknown and practldng In the South 

APPENDIX D 

Numher of Negro 
Physicians 

2,0f..t 
1,13~ 

442 
111 
116 
120 

3,985 

Per Cent 
51.8 
28.4 
11.1 

2.8 
2.9 
3.0 

lCO.O 

Population, Plrssicians and .Medical Studrnts iu the Sct•cral Nations Sho'lt•ing 
Percentage b1creasc frcnn 1900 to 1930 * 

Perc{'ntage PPrcentage Medical Percentogc 
Nation Year Population lucre use Physicians Increase Students Increase 

l'nlt('d Statrs ... l!lOO 7.i,W4,5i5 119,i49 2.'i,lj] 
1!1::0 1:?'2, n;;,o.m 61 154,421 28 21,597 16! 

Austria.,, ...... 1000 (l,000,2i0 4,844 
111:10 o,:m,4St 8 8,287 71 8,98-J 

Bt'lglum ......... moo 6,693,!""'8 3,;';44 
111:10 8,129,loi2J 21 5,546 56 

nulgarla ........ l\100 3,i44,2S.1 4:-11 
19:W 5,H8,741 46 2,200 410 1,000 

Cnnada ... ,., ... 1000 r.,:m,:na 5,182 w:m 10,3i4,100 93 10,052 93 3,629 
C'uba ............ 1000 l,flXJ,OOO 1,223 199 w:w 3,i00,000 131 2,8i6 13J l,4H 625 
Dl•omurk ........ 1!100 2,HP,f>40 1,3i5 1,375 

Hf.IO 3,;,;-.0,ti.:ll 44 2,i40 " 2,746 99 
E11tonla ......... 11100 1,200,000 :no 

l\1:10 1,200,000 893 141 300 
Franre ....... , •• 11100 3S,442,000 14,803 5,030 19:40 41,834,000 8 2.1,30S 57 11,375 126 G('nnany ........ 1!100 fii,OOO,OOO 27,400 7,400 

1930 64,000,000 14 r.o,ooo 82 20,0S7 171 Great Drltuln ... l!lOO 30,[)99,946 26,48:l 1,288 1930 44,i90,485 21 3i,840 42 1,453 12 Holland ......... 1!100 5,104,137 2,287 1,341 1930 7,&1:!,175 53 5,362 13< 2,863 113 LD.t\·la .. ,., .. , .. 1!>00 
19:10 1,900,000 1,341 526 Luxrrohurg ..... 1000 2.'l!l,P:->4 83 27 mw 299,993 27 182 119 63 133 :\'orwar ......... 1000 2,246,000 1,100 2'10 Hl:\0 2,810,000 "" 1,833 ., 

1,540 450 Poland .......... tnoo 
l!J30 31,000,000 10,000 

~n·roen .......... 1!>00 5,136,441 1,131 5.15 ltr.lO 6,141,5il 19 2,292 162 l,fl24 259 Switzerland ..... ]!)0() 3,:nr.,H:t 1,978 1,286 19:!0 4,(l(jG,400 22 3,388 71 t,r.o;; 17 l'ruguuy ........ '""' 13.1 19:10 l,SOO,OOO 1.12J 1,1:m 756 

Rtatlstii'S for foreign nations as ri'DOrtl'd by national corr{'~ d t f 
)l1•ollrul Al'.o:orlntlon. R••v. lntPrnut. dr mCd, ct soelnlc r.: 10 (A·lrgon, 1r9~~9s o(F'the International 
tluns In orig-Inal table-s corrected.) · · -· .rrors In eulcula· 

t £Kocreasc. 
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J!lumbt•r of Physicians iu German)' Siucr JS,-6 • 

Year 
Totnl 
~umber 

Womrn Populntlou Squnr•• !!Itt.-~ 
Ph)'sicluns per l'h)'~il'lllll )lt't l'h)'~kluH 

1876 .•.•••••..•••••.......•..•. ·-· •.•• 

1887 ••••..•............•............•• 

1808 ..•••.•.••..••..........•••...•... 

1909 ••..•...............•............. 
1927 .•••.••••••••.••...............••. 

19'>..8t •...•...•.......•...•........•... 

10'.29t .•••••••••.••.•••...•••.•••••...• 

lOOOt ••..•..•.•••.•• , •..••..•... , ..•.. 

lOOit •••••..•.......•••.••..••......•. 

193.&: ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••• 

• .T. A. M. A. 104: 1767 CUny) l!l:1.i. 
t Deeernber 31. 
l January 1. 

13,72S 

l:i,S:!4 

30.r~.s 

43,~.s:: 

4:i,94S 

47,5:14 

47.~ 

47,9f .. '! 

47.~7:-, 

82 
1,7!:!1 

2,~1(1:! 

2,421 

2,611 

2,;:;.; 

2,SOI 

:1,11:! t: •. t 
2,061 t:1.:! 

2,19-:! s .• 
2.0~ o.s 
l,lj] '·' J,:~•N :!.!1 

t,:ao ::.s 
t.:~n ::.s 
1,3.JI .... 
1.~~ ::.s 

Distrilmlion of Persons in the Grrman Rt·ich 11'/w .·lllt'lld lht Sit/.: ;, a 
Profrssional Capacity, 1934 • 

l'ntltJintlou twr 
J>rnctlttoner In 

Total 
llfrn and Rural ('nm. 

ClaJ<JIItkotlon Men Women Women Cities Dl~trlcts IJIII•"I 

Physicians .....••..••....•................. 44,474 2,801 4i,2iii 877 2,3:!6 l,:t.'¥.1 

Dentists ••..........•.••••........•........ 10,:-189 G:-.S 11,247 3,5il 10,000 5,"-":! 

Licensed pharmacists ..................... 10,316 ;,2!) 10,Sf.i 4,:i4:i 7 ,fi[l'! :;,"""2 

A~s!Htont phnrmachds and aJlprcntlre!' ... 3,378 l,SfH 5,2fi9 8,3:)..1 ~.000 1:?,:-JIMJ 

Alldwlvcs ..••.•••..•••.•..••. , ....•...•••.• 2.i,Oll 25,011 4,34,q l,l,(ij !.',.-oo 
Dental technicians ......................... 17,726 ., .,~" 

~···~ 
]!),0!)8 2,43!J 4,::48 3,:!:!1; 

Doth as.!lfstants, attcmlants, masseur.; ... 6,246 r.,Hi4 11,110 3,:i71 10,000 r;,S":! 

Attendants on the sick .................... 20,618 00,:,98 120,210 407 71r!l r.o~:: 

Nurses of Infants and prc!!ehool chllrlrcn. 5,747 5,747 0,2.)0 2.i,OOO )1,111 

Nurses of pucrpcrnnts ..................... 1,197 1,11l7 3:~.333 12.i,OOO ;,o,ooo 

Disinfect In~ crews ......................... 4,784 188 4,972 16,667 11,111 12,:"JIIO 

Lay practitioners, etc ..................... 10,fl.88 3,378 H,!?foG 2,'~;;; 7,ml2 4,:it; 

Totals ......••.•....................... 12.'l,019 1-i!:l,::::-1 2<8,:~:-~) Jj.f :uo :!:;1 

• Offidnl Census of the German Reich, J. A. ll. A. 104: 17m (lilly) 19::.;. 

Distribution of Free-Practiciug PIIJ,•sicians ;,~ GcrmniiJ.' Accordiuq to Pof>ulatinu 
Groups and b:y lv"umbcr 011d Percrnla_qr in Ge11eral Practice or 

Limited Specialty lVithin Each Pof'ulatimt Group • 

Totnl Grn,..rnl Pral"tke 
Physl. 

Population Grou11~ Poflulatlon clan!! ]';umbl.'r 

I.rss than 10,000 .............. s;;,ooo,ooot H,:JZ.'l 9,82.1 

10,000-20,000 ..•••................. 3,700,000 2,4Z.1 1,69'! 

20,000-50,000 ...................... 4,000,000 3,J.ij 1,1)1:; 

!".0,000-100,000 ..................... 3,200,000 2.2::!1 t,ro:; 

100,000 and over ...... ............ 20,400,000 17,476 !l,.'!ll') 

67,21'.0,(100 40,CMIO 2::,91."~ 

• Statl~tlc~ from Dcut~cltrs ,\erztl'IJ!ott fJG: 211 (Fdo. 2:!1 lfl.':li. 
t AJlproxhuntely. 

Per Cent 
c.s.n 
G!l.S 

r .. '!.s 
49.3 

.-~7.7 

:-,!)}~ 

lJmitl"ol Spr·dnlty 
,.------'- - -
:Sumbl'r )'r·r f',.nt 

4, "110 ~J..t 

;::a :':0.2 

1,•14:! ~··:! 
l,t:!G ."JI,j' 

..,INi o~~;,:: 

I•>.r~"-.; ~() :! 
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Accuracy of statistics, ages of physicians, 2. S-1 
deaths of physicians, 4 
early directories, 7, t 6 
population groups, 18, 22, 2-1 
sample studies, 37 
specialization, 37, 38 

Age of physicians, in active Jtractice, 5, 65, 
Table 45 

av~rage by states, 65, Table 53 
at death, 4, Table 2, Chart 2 
general practitioners, Tables 45, 49, Chart 

15 
by states, Tablt.'s 52, 53 

at graduation, 5 
not in practice, Table 45 
retired, Table 45 
according to size of community, 55, Tahl.· 

51, Charls 13, l4 
specialists, Tables 45, SO, Chart 15 

by states, Tables, 52, 53 

American Medical Association, 2, 10, 17, 
App. B 

American Medical Directory, basis of study, 
1, 10, 37 

classifications in, 1, 17 
status of practice, 17 
type of practice, 17, 37 

Classification of physicians, I, 17, 37 
(See also Physicians) 

Commission on Medical Education, 4, Ji 

Committee on the Costs of :!\Iedical Care, .l7 

D<"aths of physicians, numl1er and perccnlaf!c 
of, 4, Table 2, Clwrt 2 

Distribution of physicians, comparison with 
previous years, 47, 48, 50, Tables -IJ, 
44, Charts 10, It 

factors influencing, 18, 66, 67 
foreign countries, 66, Ta/Jit.' 54, AJlJl, D 
by geographic divisions, 24, Tablt.'s 15, 21>, 

38, 42, Charts 7, 8 
in 1848, App. A 
and income of population, 65-7 3 
Negro, App. C 
not in practice, Tabler 14, 42 
by population groUJlS, Tablt.'S lb-.27, 4X. 

Charts 10, 11 
retired, Tables 14, 42 
rural and urban, 22, 31. 48-51, 55, 66, il 
by size of community, Tables 28-37, 42 
by states, Tables 14, 15, 27, 38 
total number, Tables 14, 42 
by tYJJe of practice, Tables H, 38·4.2 

(Sc£." also Alo:'C of physicians, r;en~ral Jtrac· 
titioncrs, Population per physician, SJ•C
cial attention, and Speciah~ts. J 

For~iJm countri~s. m~•lt<"al stu•lenl,, 4, .\Jli'· f) 
physicians m, App. U 
population p~r physician in, 66. Tdl>lo• 5-I 

General Education Hoard, comJ'ari~on with 
... tudy of, I, 4;---IS, T,,f>/,·s .fJ, H 

li~n~ral practitioners, and care of bum;Ln ills, 
38 

distribution hy 
geographic divisiom, TaM~s IS, 2h, Clr<trt 

7 
population group~. Tablu I 6-.?S 
size of communities, Tab/t•s 2/l-37, 42, 

Chart 6 
states, Tables 1-J, 15, 27 

percc-ntaf{c of all physil·ians, JH, T<1/olo 2H, 
3M, 42, Clrarl.t 5, 6 

by geographic di\·isinns, Tdbl,•s Jll--IH, 
Chart 8 

accnr•ling lo size of community, Tablo 
2M·37, CJrart b 

by stat('s, Table 38 
and spel·ial attention, 38 

Ciermany, distribution of phy~icians, J\pp. [) 
specialization in, 42, 47, Tal>lrs G·1, <i·2, 

.App. D 

Graduates of me-dical schools (s.-e :\lt'<lical 
schools), 

Harrison, Leonard V. (set' Gcncr;1l E<lucatinn 
lloard). 

Hospitals, hcd~ and occupancy, (,9-70, Td/>lt' 
55, C/1art 18 

Income of population, 3\'era~-:r per pt·r~.,n. 
70-71, Table 56, Chart 19 

and distrihution of physician~. fl5-7 J 
ntt'asurcd hy tax return'l, 67·70, T,,/ol,• 55, 

Chart 16 
and retail sales, 71, Ta/olc 57 
sr~ndahle, 67' 71 

Income tall: returns, 67-70, Tub/,• 55, Clwrt lti 
and distribution of physiciam, 69, Churt 17 
hospitals, 70, Clrart 18 

Journal of the American Medical A~"><:iatifln, 
obituaries in, 4 

:\[ayers. Lewis (su General Education 
Board). 

:\letlical directorie~, early, 7 
periodic incr!'ase of n;WH'"' in, l 0 

(Sec also J\merican :\h·dit·al IJirt'ct<,ry.) 

:\le•lical t'ducation, !!otandard!L of. 2, 4, 10 

:\lt."dical facilitie!l, rural and urban, 18, 22, 
66, 71 
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~l~dical prof('s:o.ion, comparl!'d with other pro-
ft'ssions, .\pp. ll 

t'Xit from, 4 
in fordgn countries, AJlp. D 
growth, 2-5, 7, Tab/,: J, Cllart 3 
oqranization in the Lnited Statt's, App. D 
prl!'paration for, 2, 4 
lllandard~. 2, 4, 5, 73 

)lt'dical schools, gra,Juates of nonapproved, 4 
graduates 

foreign, 4 
limiting number of, 66 
numbu of, 2, 4, Table 1, Chart 

number of, Table I, Chart 1 
standards, 2, 4, JO 

)lt'dical st'n·ict', factors influencing, 18, 65, 
71, Tablt: 57 

legislation in Iowa and \Visconsin, 22 

)lichigan ~tale :\ll!dical Socidy, survey of 
Sf.>(:cialists, 37 

Xegro physicians, and population, App. C 

Physicians, in activt' practicl!', 1, 5, 17-18, 
Tablr~ 14, 15, 26 

lhl!' "avt'ragt'," 5 
3\'t'rage length of practice, 5 
classification of, 1, 17, 37·38 
dc=aths of, 4, Table 2 
factors determining patronage of, 18, 66 
in forc=i~:n countric=s, 66, App. D 
not in practice, 1, 4, 17-18, Tablt." H 
organization of, App. B 
and other professions, App. B 
periodie increase of, 10. Tablt." 4, Chart 4 
retired, 1, 4, 17-18, Tablt." 14 
rural and urhan, 22, 31, 48-51, 55, 66, 71 
supply of, 4, 10, 10 n., 66, 7J 

and population, 7 
total number since 1886, Tablt."s 3·13, Chart 

4 
(St'r aiJo Distribution of physicians, Gen· 

eral Jlfacti~ioners, ~ledic!ll schools, Spe
Cial attenhon, and Spec~alists.) 

Polk Directory, 10, Tabla 3-lJ 

Population, foreign countries, App. D 
income and distrihution of physicians, 65-7 3 
and physician!\, 7, Table 3, Charts 3, 4 
:Xegro, App, C 

Population per Reneral practitioner, hy geo
graphic divisions, Tablrs 15, 26 

population groups, Tablt's 16·27 
states, Tablrs 15, 27 

Population per phy~ician, compared with per 
capita retail sales, 71 

in foreign countries, 66, Tobit' 54 
by l{rographic divisions, Tobit's 15, 26 
and income, 67·73, Tobit's 55-57 Charts 16 

17. 19 • • 

mea~ure of distribution of physicians, 18 
6&67 • 

and medical sen·ice, 22, 65-66 
hy population groups, 24, Tables, 16-27 
in previous ycars, 7, 10, 47-48, 51, Tablr 

J, Charts 3, 10 
hy states since 1886, 16, Tabla 5-13 

Population per specialist, by geographic divi
sions, Tables 15, 26 

poJmlation groups, Tables 16-27 
states, Tobit's IS, 27 

Previous studies, I, 31 
(See also General Education Board.) 

Retail sales, per capita, 71, Table 57 
measure dfective demand for medical ser· 

vice, 71 

Sample studies, 2, 37 

Sickness insurance, 71 

Spc=cial attention, classification explained, 37-38 
distribution by 

geographic divisions, Tablt' 42 
size of community, Tablrs 28-37, 42, 

Chart 6 
states, Tab/,. 14 

type of practice, Tables 41, 42, Chart 9 
percentage of all physicians, Tables 28, 42, 

Charts 5, 6 
according to size of community, Tablrs 

28·37, 42, Chart 6 

Specialists, "complete," 31, 37 
determination of by questionnaire, 37 
distribution by 

geographic divisions, Tables 15 26 40 
Chart 7 ' ' ' 

population groups, Tables 16-27 
size of community, 31, Tables 28-37 42 

Cllart 6 ' ' 
states, Tables 14, 15, 27 

examining boards for, 38 
in Germany, 47, Table G-1 
"partial," 37 
percentage of all physicians, 31, Tobit's 28, 

42, Chart 5 
by geographic divisions, Table 38, Chart 8 
according to size of community, Tables 

28-37, Chart 6 
by states, Table 38 
and population, 24 
standards of, 37 

S~cialization, degree of, 31, 37, 38 
in Germany, 42, 47, Tables G·l, G-2 
number of specialists 

in 
9
the sevc=ral specialties, Table 41, Chart 

according to states, Table 41 
percentage of specialists 

in ~a~~ ~pecialty according to geographic 
dJVISJons, Table 40 

in the several specialties, Table 39 

State medicine=, 71 

Types of practice, distribution according to, 
38, Table 39 

(Sec also American Medical Directory, 
Genc=ral practitioners, Special attention 
Specialists, and Specialization.) ' 

L". S. Bureau of the Census, 18, 71 


