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PREFACE 
In January, 1942, the Medical Research Council were asked by the :MlnlStry 

of Health to adVISe on a system for collectmg and recording statlStlcs ot 
patients adnutted to bosp1tal usmg a. standardiSed dasslficatlon of diseases 
and mJunes The Council accepted tlus responsibility and appomted a 
Comnuttee on Hospttal Morbiillty StatlStlcs to consider means for malang the 
scheme effecbve lnVItat.lons to nommate representatives on the Committee 
were sent to the General Reg15ter Office, the MID1Stry of Health, the Department 
of Health for Scotland, the .Mrmstry of Home Affarrs of Northern Ireland, the 
Medtcal Departments of the Navy, Army and Alr Force, the Medtcal Semces 
DtVIston of the MlnlStry of Pens10ns, the Royal College of Phystctans of London 
the Royal College'of Surgeons of England, and the Nuffield Provmctal Hospttals 
Trust " 

The tmmedtate reason for the request from the Mm1Stry of Health bad 
reference to the preparation of the Medtcal HIStory of the War. The Edttonal
Board of the Medtcal H1story had decided that the classlficabons used for the 
medtcal statlSbcs m the Medtcal HIStory of the War of 1914-18 were not 
altogether swted to present condtbons, and that 1t was very destrable !hat 
close comparability should be achleved between the morbtdtty stabstlcs of the 
three Ftghtmg Servtces, the Emergency Medtcal Servtces and the Muustry of 
Pensions A further and more far-reaching rmphcabon of the proposal was 
that the new classlficabon lf 1t proved satiSfactory m pracbce, might be 
adopted as the standard for nabonal records of morbidtty m the post-war 
hospital servtces 

Before the Committee was appomted, the Nuffield Provmctal Hospitals 
Trust had had under consideratiOn the quesbon of sponsonng' a uruform 
classification of diSeases which might be used throughout hospit~ m Bntam 
and a draft classificatiOn had, m fact, been prepared for the Trust by Dr Percy 
Stocks and Dr A H T Robb-Smtth ThiS draft, which adhered closely to the 
arrangement of the Internahonal List of Causes of Death and was s1nular 
to the Dtagnosts Code of the Uruted States Pubhc Health Servtce was 
constdered hkely to prove useful both for the 1mmedtate purposes of the 
comptlers of the Medtcal Htstory of the War and as a workmg basts for 
the fuller classlficabon whlch the Council s Comnuttee had been asked to 
prepare The Comnuttee proceeded to reVISe and ampi.J.f~ the draft classlficahon, 
seekmg the advtce of spectaltst hollies whenever 1t was considered expedtent 
Grateful acknowledgment IS made of the co-operation received m thiS way 
from the Jomt Tuberculosis Council and the Royal Society for the Prevention 
of Acctdents, as well as from many md1V1dual expertc; 

The reVIsed and ampi.J.fied classtficabon, as set out m the succeedtng pages 
IS not con!>tdered to be perfect It lS mdeed, regarded as a proVIsiOnal scheme 
which may well reqwre modtficat10n as the result of expenence gamed m 
dealmg Wlth large numbers of clmlcal records It has m the meantrme, oeen 
adopted by the 1\brustry of Health for the classlficahon of all Emergency 
\ledtcal Servtce Records, and the Mtrustry of Penstons have accepted and are 
already usmg 1t for the1r clmlcal classtficabons It will also be used m the 
Regtonal Bureaux of Health and Stckness Records whtch the Nuffield Provmctal 
Hospttals Trust are estabhshmg m certam regwns As already mdtcated 
1t 1s comparable With the lnternattonal L1st of Causes of Death (the hst 
numbers of which appear m the Inner column on the nght-hand side of 
pp 17--84 below) and With the Diagnosts Code of the Umted States Pubhc 
Health Service (of which the code numbers appear m the outer column 
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at the nght-hand stde of these pages) It 1s also comparable Wlth the 
D1agnos1s Codes of the Royal Navy, Army and R A F MedicalSemces It 1s 
a classrficahon willch may be apphed readily to any collection of clmtcal records 
and although the codmg system has been planned for use Wlth mechanical 
sortmg, 1t may equally well be used for manual filing Wlule 1t 1s hoped that 
many hospttals and pubhc health authontles Wlll adopt tills classlficat10n for 
therr records, ~o that 1t may have as Wlde a tnal as po::.stble, 1t 1s not s~ggested 
that 1t should replace thl! Standard Nomenclature of Dtsease of the Amencan 
Medical Ass0Cla4on m those hosp1tals m whtch the latter ha.c; been adopted 
and willch have a record system ]Ustrlymg the use of that more detalled nomen
clature Owmg to the provts10nal nature of the present classlfication, an mdex 
has not_been prepared, but the mam headmgs are set out on pp 17"-19, and 1t 
Wlll be posstble to use the mdex of the Manual of the Intemahonal Ltst of 
Causes of Death (5th RevtslOn, 1938), contarnrng 10,000 titles, by reference to 
the tabular hst on pp 85-141 below -

The Therapeutic Classtficatlon (pp 142-152) 1s largely a class1ficatmn of 
operations and, m 1ts preparation, constderable use was made of the Standard 
Nomenclature of Operations prepared by a Comm1ttee of the Nat10nal 
Conference on Nomenclature of D1sease of the Amencan Medical Assoctatlon 
Thanks are due to Dr Edwm P Jordan, Editor of the Standard Nomenclature 
of Operations, for ills courtesy m provtding the- Comm1ttee Wlth typescnpt 
and proof cop1es of tills work The Classtficatlon of Occupations (pp 153-168) 
1s_ repnnted by perm1ss1on of the Regtstrar-General for England and Wales 

-and the Controller of H M Stationery Office, from the volume on Class1ficat10n 
of Occupations at the 1931 census of England and Wales It sets out the 
mam headings of that Classlficat10n, together Wlth the code numbers and soc1al 
class numbers Smce any study- of morbtdity must take mto account the 
occupation of the mdiVldual, the Comm1ttee constdered 1t desrrable to rnclude 
tills classlficahon of occupations m the present monograph, for convemence of 
reference 

Smce, desp1te the proVlslOnal nature of the present Classlfication of morbtdity, 
a large number of cop1es Wlll be needed for 1ts practical tnal, 1t has been 
dec1ded to 1ssue 1t as a report m th1s senes, on the understanding that 1t may 
nevertheless, reqmre constderable modtficahon m the hght of expenence 
It 1s hoped that any errors, ormsstons or mconststenctes observed by users 
dunng the tnals may be reported to the Secretary of the Comm1ttee (Dr 
Robb-Smtth), so that they may be remedted before a revtsed edition 1s pubhshed 

MEDICAL REsEARCH CouNCIL, 

cjo London School of Hygtene and Troptcal Medicme, 
Keppel "Street, London, W C 1 , _ 

3rd December, 1943 
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Note.-No Index has been provided. as the present classification is regarded as provisional, 
. but it is possible and desirable to use the Index to the Manual of the International 

List of Causes of Death, 5th Revision, 1938, to overcome this deficiency; copies 
of that Index are obtainable from H.M. Stationery Office (price 2s. od. net.). 
Through the medium of the Tabular List (pp. 85-141, btlow). the location in the 

·Morbidity Classification of all terms "used in the Index can be ascertained. With 
the summaries of the various classifications (pp. 17, 85, 142 and 153 below) it 
should be possible for those with some medical knowledge to find mq_st diseases, 
injuries, etc. 

INTRODUC!IQN AND cODING RULES 
BY 

·PERCY STOCKS, M.D., D.P.H. _ 
(General Register Ojfia, England and Wales) 

His toPical Introduction 
The statistical study of disease began, for all practical purposes, with the 

work of John Graunt on the London Bills of Mortality in the seventeenth 
century. The kind of classification which this pioneer had at his disposal is 
exemplified by his attempt to estimate the proportion of liveborn children who 
died before reaching the age of six years, no records being then available of ages 
at death. He took all deaths classed to Thrush, Convulsions, Rickets, Teeth and 
Worms, Abortives, Chrysomes, Infants, Livergrown and Overlaid, and added to 


