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PREFACE

WHEN, in October 1935, I returned to England from a
journey in Ethiopia, British and French Somalilands,
and Italy, I had no intention of writing a book. When,
however, I had discussed the Italo-Ethiopian question
with representatives of British public opinion up and
down the country, and had heard some of the questions
which people were asking, I was astonished to find
the extent to which the British attitude was one-sided
owing to a deep ignorance of essential facts. It seemed
to me that the situation urgently called for someone
to undertake the work of dispelling the general mis-
conceptions of conditions prevailing in Ethiopia past
and present, and of presenting to the general public
the true facts of the conflict between that country and
Italy. As I was perhaps in the unique position of
having returned to England after studying conditions
on the spot immediately prior to hostilities, I felt that
the opportunity of writing on the subject was one which
I could not allow to pass.

In the following pages I have endeavoured to outline
the background of the present conflict by giving a short
account of what may be termed “Modern Ethiopia”—
the period from Theodore II to the present time. To
this I have added what I believe to be the truth about
conditions in Ethiopia to-day, together with the main
factors in the clash between Ethiopia and Italy.
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Although the term ‘“Abyssinia,” meaning “con-
fusion” with reference to a mixture of races, is perhaps
more appropriate, I prefer to use the term “Ethiopia”
as being the official designation of the country. - .

For valuable help given in a task demanding rapidity
as well as accuracy I am deeply grateful to my wife.

E. W. POLSON NEWMAN

WOODSTOCK.
December 1935



CHAPTER

- I
III

S < 2

VI
VIII

CONTENTS

26

PAGE
PREFACE e e e e e e 7
RISE OF THEODORE . . . 13
ETHIOPIA AND FOREIGN POWERS

CONQUESTS OF MENELIK . 38
AN ETHIOPIAN EMPRESS . . 54
HAILE SELASSIE. . . . . 65
ETHIOPIA TO-DAY . . . . 79
ETHIOPIA TO-DAY (continued) 95
ITALY AND ETHIOPI_A 110
AMHARA TERRITORIES. . . . . I28

InoEX . . . . . . . . 131



ILLUSTRATIONS

MAP OF ETHIOPIA AND SURROUNDING

TERRITORIES . . Frontispiece

Facing page
THE EMPEROR THEODORE . . . 16
KING JOHN . . . . . . . . 132

(From volume 2 of Sir E. A. Wallis Budge’s History
of Ethiopia, by kind permission of Messrs.
Methuen & Co. Lid.)

THE EMPEROR MENELIK . . . . 48
THE EMPEROR LEDJ JASU . . . 72
THE EMPRESS ZAUDITU . . . . 58
THE EMPEROR HAILE SELASSIE . . %

- MAP OF AMHARIC AND NON-AMHARIC
REGIONS OF ETHIOPIA. . . . 129



INDEX

Abruzzi, Duke of the, 63-

Abuna, and Abuna Matthew,
38, 55~7, 77-8

Abuna Salama, 20

Achinoff, N., 33

Addis Abeba, 25, 40, 45, 47,
50-1, 53, 56, 63, 65,
802, 86, 100

Adi Caje, 44

Adowa, 28, 42, 44, 51, 83

Agordat, 41

Ailet, Governor of, 28

Aksum, 39, 83

Amba Alaji, 43

Amhara and Ambharas, 74,
80, 87, 90, 92, 121-2

Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, 25,
28, 71, 101, 120

Anglo-Italian Protocols, 50 .

Ankober, 58

Annesley Bay, 23

Antonelli, Count, 31, 34-5,
38

Arimondi, Gen., 41, 43

Arussi, 91

Asba Tafari, 70

Asmara, 37-8

Assab, Bay of, 27, 30, 62,
104

Atrocities, 19, 20, 45, 82

Awash, the, 91

Bab-el-Mandeb, 71, 120
Bafana, 21, 29 -

Baldissera, Gen., 37-8

Baldwin, Mr., 117, 124

Bali, 70

Bank of Ethiopia, 53

Baratieri, Gen., 44-5

Belgian Military stsmn,
107

Bell, Mr-, 163 I9

Belsa, river, 37

Benadir, 50

Berbera, 29

Bogos tribes, 21, 28-9

Boran Gallas, 46, 91

Boulatowitch, A., 46

Cameron, Capt., 22

Cape to Cairo Railway, 46

Church of Ethiopia, 25 75
et seq., 83, 120

Compagnie du Chemin de
Fer Franco-Ethiopien, 53

Coryndon, Sir R., 60

Dakas, the, 46

Dami, 46

Danakil, 48, 90
Darragon, M. L., 46
Debra Tabor, 24
Dervishes, 35-6, 41-2; 45
Dessié, 63

Diredawa, 53, 83

Dogali, 34

Dumeira, 113



132 ETHIOPIAN

Eden, Mr. A, 88

Egypt, 28-9, 31, 33, 49, 120.
See also Anglo-Egyptian
Sudan; Sudan :

Entoto, 40

Eritrea, 25, 32, 34, 38-43,
45, 48, 50, 55-6, 62, 102

Ethiopia, 13-14, 22, 26-37

Falashas, the, 80

Fashoda (Kobok), 47

Fazogli, 46

Fevre, 47

Fitauri Berru, 67

France, 19, 27, 30, 32, 457,
50, 53, 72, 113, 120

Gabré Selassié, 67

Gallas, 14, 18, 21, 26-8, 30,
45, 80, 91

Galliano, Maj., 43

Garbar System, 87-8, 92—5

Garo, 46

Ge’ez, 90

Georges Heroui, 74

Germany, 50, 55, 57, I18,
125

Gimirra, 56, 934

Gimma, 51

Giniros, 46

Gloucester, Duke of, 65

Gobaze of Ambhara, 21, 26

Gojjam, 14, 24, 35, 67, 90, 99

Gondar, 17-19, 26, 36, 83,
103

Gordon, Gen., 28

Gugsa, 49, 67

REALITIES

Hailé Selassié (Ras Tafari),
57-63, 6578, 92, 103, 121

Hamacen, 37

Hapta Georgis, 58, 62

Harar, 25, 28-30, 33, 39,
48, 52-3, 68, 91

Hassan, Prince, 28

Hewitt, Admiral, 31

Hoare, Sir S., 124, 126

India, 23

Iraq, 61, 106

Ismail, Khedive, 28

Italy, 30, 32-44, 51, 55,
602, 69, 72, 97-9;, 1014,
110-27

Jacobis, Mons., 19

Japan, 72-3, 98

Jibuti port and railway, 42,
455 50, 53, 61, 72, 95, 99,
112-13, 120

]{'iiga, 48

Jimma, 91, 93, 99

John II1, 14, 16-18

John (IV) (Kasa), 19, 20-1,
26~9, 304, 36, 38, 50, 52

Jubaland, 110

Juffa, 46

Kaderef, 46

Kaffa, 30, 45, 52, 86, 91-3, 99
Kakuma, 105

Kallabat, 46

Kand, 46

Kanyazmatch Laku, 105



INDEX

Kasa. See John (IV); Theo-
dore (Emperor)

Kassala, 41—2

Kawara, 15

Kenya, 60, 61

Keren, 28, 37

Khartoum, 32

Kitchener, 47

Laval, M., 124

League of Nations, 5961,
64, 69—70, 889, 94, 106,
114~19, 124, 126

Ledj Jasu, 505 548, 66-7,
103

Liberia, 88

Libya, 97-8, 102, 110

“Mad Mullah,” 48, 56-7

Magdala, 15, 18, 21, 234, 26

Maggi, 70

Mahdi, the, 29, 31

Makale, 42-3, 83

Mangasha, 36, 38-9, 41-3,
48, 49

Marchand, Col., 47

Mareb, river, 37, 41

Mareb-Belesa-Muni, 45

Martin, Dr., 74

Mashasha, 21

Massawa, 22, 28-9, 31-3,
40, 44

Menan, Queen, 16

Menelik, 21, 25-7, 29, 30,
32-42, 44, 46_7: 4955,
67) 69, 73, 8o

Menu, Kings of, 46

133
Metamma, 36
Mohammed, Ali, 16
Monkullo, 34, 40-1 _
Moslem Influence, 25, 37,
54-5,58,80 -

Muna, river, 37
Mussolini, 117

Nakamti, 92

Napier, Sir R., 23, 24, 26

Napoleon III, 22

Negus Negast, title of, 14,
25-6, 29, 34-55 37-9; 456,
54, 62, 667

Negushe, 19

Nuers, 47

Obok, port of, 27, 30, 42

Ogaden, 46, 49

Okule-Kusai, 37

Omo, 46

Paris Peace Plan, 124, 126
Plowden, Mr., 16, 19, 22
Prisons, 82

Ras Abate, 54

Ras Ali, 14, 16

Ras Alula, 27, 31, 34, 36, 38,
41, 43

Ras Gobana, 47

Ras Gugsa Olie, 62-3, 121

Ras Hailu of Gojjam, 66-7

Ras Kassa, 57, 66~7

Ras Makonnen, 43, 469
57, 68

| Ras Mangasha, 36



134

Ras Michael, 55-6, 58

Ras Nasibu, 74

Ras Seyum, 39, 67

Ras Tafari. See Hailé Selassié
Ras Tasama, 47, 50

Ras of Endarta, 30

Ras of Gojjam, 26

Ras of Tigré. See John (IV)
Ras Ube of Tigré, 14

Rases, the, 25, 54, 65, 69, 87
Rassam, Mr., 22

Red Sea, 22, 23, 27, 2932
Rendile, 105

Rey, C.F., 52

Roman Catholics, 15, 68
Rudolph, Lake, 46, 106
Rumana, 50

Russian Mission, 33, 45

Sahla Selassié, 30, 36, 54

Sailu, 70

St. Germain-en-Laye Pro-
tocol, 60

San Marzano, Gen. Di, 35

Serae, 37

“Shankallas,’ 92

Sheba, Queen of;, 13

Shilluks, 47

Shoa and Shoans, 14, 21, 24,
27-9,39,49; 56, 90, 91, 121

Shuor, 46

Sidamo, 62

Slave Trade, 25, 31, 60, 80,
837, 89-90, 1056, 113,
118, 122

Sobat, 47

ETHIOPIAN REALITIES

Solomon, King, 13

Solomonic line, 66

Somali coasts, 29

Somalilands, British, French,
and Italian, 48, 50, 102,
104, 110, 112-13

- Sudan, 29, 31, 46. See also

Anglo-Egyptian and Egypt
Suez Canal, 27
Swedes, 71, 107
Syria, 61

Taitu, Empress, 54

Tana, Lake, 61, 62, 71, 120

Tasama, 46-7, 55

‘Tawabach, Princess, 16-17

Tecla Aimanot, 35

Terunasha, 19

Theodore, Emperor (Kasa),
13—25, 27, 32-3, 51

Tigré and Tigreans, 14, 19,
24, 26, 28, 38, 39, 41-2,
49, 56, 90

Toselli, Maj., 43

Tripartite Treaty, 49-50, 113

Turkey, 32, 45, 55

Uccialli, 38-9

Victoria, Queen, 22
Wallamo, 91

Wal-Wal, 104, 111, 112
Wollo Galla, 30, 55, 58, 91

Zauditu, Princess, 30, 54, 57>
58, 62, 63



GEORGE ALLEN & UNWIN LTD
LonpoN: 40 Museum StrREer, W.C.1
LErezic: (F. Vorckmar) HOSPITALSTR. 10
Care Town: @, ST. ~ GEORGE'S STREET
‘TORONTO: QI ELLINGTON STREET, WEST
BoMBAY: 15 GRAHAM RoAp, BaLLarD EstaTE
WeLLINGTON, N.Z.: 8 Kings Crescent, Lower Hurr
SypNEY, N.SW.: AvusTRALIA House, WYNYARD SQuUARE



