


. 
RUSSIA AND' PEACE 



RUSSIA & PEACE 

BY 

DR. FRIDTJOF NANSEN 

LONDON: GEORGE ALLEN & UNWIN LTD. 

RUSKIN HOUSE, 40 MUSEUM STREET, W.C. I 



Ftrsi publtshed zn 1923 

(All rtghts reserved) 

Prmled m G>'t!a~ Brtlarn 6y 
VNWIN llROTHI!RS, LfMITBD, THB GRBSHAr.t PRliSS, LONDON AND WOKING 



PREFACE 

THE more one sees of the unbounded incompetence 
and national self-righteousness everywhere so bla
tantly manifest to-day, the more clearly does one 
become convinced that the first condition for 
finding a way-if a way there be-out of Europe's 
present confusion and advancing disintegration 
must be the attainment of a better mutual know
ledge and understanding between its various peoples. 

Another people's outlook', actions, and conditions 
generally, should be judged as far as possible by 
the nann of its own psychology, way of thinking, 
and preconceptions, and not by our own. This 
is surely the first and chief condition for being able 
to understand, and yet it is the one sinned against 
most often, indeed daily, and not least in the case 
of Russia and Russian affairs. 

In this book the endeavour has been made to 
render, without prejudice, passion or partisanship, 
a brief account of the existing social, and especially 
economic, conditions in this vast and unhappy 
country, in the light of my impressions and those 
of my collaborators during the years that we have 
worked there, and of the information that we have 
obtained from the sources which seemed to be most 
reliable. 
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That these brief impressions make no claim to 
be exhaustive in any direction, goes without saying ; 
the immense Russian problem is far too involved 
and complex for that to be possible. Their aim is 
to help in laying the found!ation for a more objective 
comprehension of present-day Russia and her future 
poss1bili ties. 

During the last decade the attitude towards 
Russia has changed in a very remarkable way. 
Before the Great War she figured as the huge 
menacing bugbear of the East, the barbaric des
potism, the aggressive power, the great Slav peril 
to Western Europe and its civilisation. In par
ticular, the treacherous oppression of the Finnish 
people gave Scandinavians a warning of what they 
could expect if they came under the iron Russian 
heel. 

France's alliance with the " barbaric despotism " 
of the East was regarded as treason against the 
traditions of France, representing as she did the 
fight for liberty and the rights of man. Nowhere 
was this view more commonly prevalent than in 
Germany. 

Then the World War broke out, and the Germans 
proclaimed that Germany's armies were really 
championing the cause of Europe, and the Scandi
navian nations in particular, against the barbarism 
of the East. 

But the points of view have veered round. No 
longer do we detect in Germany any widespread 
feeling that Russia is the great menace to be kept 
at bay ; if anything, the opposite view is held, and 
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that, too, whether the Russian realm is contem
plated as pennanently Bolshevik:, or as potentially 
Tsarist. 

On the other hand, the nations farther to the 
west of Europe maintain a more hostile attitude 
towards Russia. In spite of the great services 
which the people of Russia rendered, at fearful 
cost to themselves, to the Western Powers during 
the most critical days of the war, the Governments 
of the West now seem disposed to let the Russian 
nation perish because it is subject to a Govern
ment to whose methods and terrorism they cannot 
reconcile themselves. 

All this is essentially a matter of politics. But 
what is needed now is to try to get on, without 
paying heed to these changeable political moods, 
to an objective grasp of the facts as they really 
exist and must develop. 

It is clear that Russia, conceived as a factor in 
the development of world civilisation, with its great 
intellectual and material importance in the world's 
domestic economy, cannot in the long run remain 
in bondage to shifting political systems, especially 
when these are largely imported from without. 

A people's development strikes deeper roots ; a 
people is a living organism, with its own inner 
life, and in the long run it will refuse to be held 
in check: or directed by fortuitous rulers, even 
though these should succeed in putting forward or 
retarding the clock of evolution for a time. 

All Governments are transitory. The people and 
the soul of the people endure. 
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Doubts may be entertained regarding the future 
of Western Europe and West European civilisa· 
tion ; but there can hardly be room for doubt that 
the Russian people has a great future before it, and 
a great mission to fulfil in the further life of Eun;>pe 
and the world. . 

Even as the expanse of Russian and Siberian 
plains holds immense potentialities in its great 
treasures of wholly virgin or only partially culti
vated land, so does the Russian people contain great 
reserve forces of unused intellectual and moral 
power. 

Russia's civilisation has not yet burst, forth into 
blossom: it still belongs to the future. 

The civilisation of Russia, as we have known it 
hitherto under the Romanoff's, has certainly not 
been Russian. It was a thin, West-European 
veneer, imported and renewed from without, just 
as its centre of culture, St. Petersburg, was merely 
an extremely uninspired copy of Europe, executed 
in stucco and plaster. 

Only when one's eyes catch a first glimpse of 
Moscow, with the Kremlin's wonderful walls and 
towers, rising amid the surrounding plains, does 
one feel oneself on the threshold of another civili
sation. This is no longer Europe, nor yet the 
Orient ; it is Russia. 

Again, Bolshevism cannot be said to be really 
Russian. While its inner mechanism is more or less 
a copy of Tsardom turned upside down, the revolu
tion itself was modelled, down to the smallest detail, 
on Europe, just as. its theory, Marxism, was almost 
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directly imported thence. But the idealism-the 
remarkable capacity· for devotion by which it is 
largely sustained-is genuinely Russian. 

Not yet has the soul of the Russian people been 
able to cast off the yoke of Western Europe and to 
achieve its free development ; not yet has it found a 
way to express its own truth. But its time will come. 

When we read the literature of Russia, and per
haps even more when we listen to the national 
music of the Russian people, its strange charm, 
vibrant with the suppressed glow of passion, makes 
us conscious of the mighty, stirring echoes of 
melancholy from the limitless steppes, from the 
unknown depths of an alien existence ; we seem 
to hear a soul still in bondage utter its eternal 
yearning for liberty, and deep down in that soul 
we recognise a world still unborn. 

One cannot be brought into close association 
with this great people, in prosperity or adversity, 
without feeling an affection for it and acquiring 
faith in its possibilities. 

One must needs admire its stoical fortitude and 
boundless resignation., which may prove a weak
ness in time of development, but which is its great 
strength in the day of misfortune. Even against 
our will we are attracted by the high-strung 
emotionalism of its character, which may easily 
lead to excesses, but nevertheless bestows that 
remarkable gift of devotion and unhesitating 
readiness for sacrifice eve!\ unto death on behalf 
of its ideals or ideas, which we meet with again and 
again. 
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Only thinK of tlie Russian Nihilists. We were 
repelled by their methods of terrorism: ; but we 
could not but admire their ideali.srn: and their utter 
self-sacrifice. The same spirit of exaggeration has 
found expression now in connection with Bol
shevism, and it still arouses fear in us by its 
uncompromising terrorism. 

It appears probable to me that not only will 
Russia some day, and at a date not far distant, 
save Europe in things material, but that the sorely 
needed spiritual renewal will also come from there. 

And if that is so, there would seem to be every 
call for Western Europe, at this moment above all, 
to pay very close attention both to the Russian 
people and to the rapidly changing conditions in 
their vast country. 

FRIDTJOF NANSEN. 
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