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PREFACE 

IN attempting to sketch the career of Frederick 
the Great and to define its relation to the 
rise of Prussia, I have made free use of many 

printed works, especially of Frederick's own muvres 
and of the elaborate Politisc_he Correspondenz of his 
reign. With these great" primary" authorities may 
perhaps be ranked the face and voice of modern 
Germany, rich in evidence of Frederick's work, 
which have doubtless influenced my opinions more 
than I am aware of. Among " secondary " authori­
ties I owe most to the opulent treasure-house of 
Carlyle's Frederick the Great and to the more sys­
tematic narrative of Professor Koser. His Friedrich. 
der Grosse als Kronprinz, which largely inspired the 
work of Lavisse translated under the title The 
Youth of Frederzck the Great, forms my chief source 
for much of Frederick's early life, as does the last 
volume of the Konig Friedrich der Grosse ( 1903), for 
the domestic labours after 1763. Mr. Herbert Tut­
tle's judicious History of Prussia gave me much as­
sistance down to the outbreak of the Seven Years' 
War, and I have often referred to Mr. Lodge's Mod­
ern Europe and Mr. Henderson's Short History of 
Germany. 

At critical points in the record of the years 1.712 
v 



vi Preface 

to 1786 I was influenced successively by the Ml­
moi•res de Ia Margravi'tte de Baireutk, the trenchant 
Frldlric II et Marie-Tklrese of the Due de Broglie, 
the Politiscke Staatssckriften, Schafer's Der Sieben­
}iikrige Krieg, von Arneth's Oesterreickische Gesch­
ichte, and Sorel's T!te Eastern Question in the 
Eighteenth Century. Many of the battles in Saxony, 
Brandenburg, Bohemia, and Silesia form the sub­
ject of monographs which it was interesting to study 
on the field, sometimes with the aid of collections 
of maps and plans preserved in the neighbourhood. 

It would be impossible without a false pretence 
of erudition to name more than a small portion 
of the books to which some reference must be 
made in writing of the rise of Prussia. Students 
will recognise the debt that I owe to such well­
known works as those of Ranke, Droysen, Philippson, 
Forster, Seeley, Isaacsohn, Oncken, Vitzthum, Arch­
enholtz, and many more, as well as to the Essays 
of Macaulay and Lord Mahon. My account of the 
early history of Brandenburg is in part based on my 
paper of April, 1901, in the Transactions of the 
Royal Historical Society. 

I offer my grateful thanks to Mr. G. H. Putnam 
and to Mr. H. W. C. Davis for their counsel, to 
Mr. G. H. M. Gray for minute scrutiny of the proof­
sheets, and to Messrs. Ernest and Harold Tern perley, 
my indulgent comrades in Silesia. To the latter 
this book owes much at every stage. 

KING'S CoLLEGE, CAMBIUDGR, 

Jan. gth, 1904-

W. F. R. 



ERRATA 

Page ix-Congress of Vienna was held in I815, not 1715. 

" 54-Frans;aise, not Frans;ais. 

" I 6o-Caryatid, not Cary tid. 

" 19o-Omit word "Equestrian." 

" 236-Plan of Battle of Rossbach: Substitute French 
for Austrian. 

" 26o-Plan of Battle of Zorndorf: Substitute Russian 
for Austrian. 

'' 292-Plan of Battle of Torgau: Substitute Mock­
rehna for Mockrenner. 
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FREDERICK THE GREAT 

INTRODUCTION 

IN the Austrian and Prussian capitals to-day the 
traveller may mark the contrast between two 
great statues, in each of which the meaning of a 

reign is set forth with happy instinct. In the heart 
of imperial Vienna is seated the colossal figure of 
Maria Theresa, the Victoria of an age when a Pom­
padour could sway the fate of nations. Her effigy 
presents her as the mother of her people, displaying 
rather than obscuring the scholars, statesmen, and 
warriors who cluster round her feet, sharing harmoni­
ously the glory which neither Queen nor people 
could have won without the other's aid. 

In Berlin the superb monument of the Great 
Frederick is instinct with a different spirit. Raised 
high above the throng, the King seems to gaze with 
his inscrutable mask-face at the astounding works of 
his successors. At the base of his lofty pedestal are 
stationed generals and civilians of renown, numerous 
enough almost to confute the Cassius who should in­
fer of Frederick's Prussia that there was in it but one 



2 Frederick the Great 

only man. The statue none the less suggests the 
truth. Between monarch and people there was 
ever a great gulf fixed. Through all his life-in 
his counsels, in his despair, in his triumph, and in 
his death-Frederick, almost beyond parallel in the 
record of human history, was alone. 
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Heroes of the Nations. 

A SERIES of biographical studies of the lives and 
work of a number of representative- historical char­
acters about whom have gathered the great traditions 
of the Nations to which they belonged, and who have 
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