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present work has no pre­
tension to be anything like 
an exhaustive biography of· 
Charles XII.-a perfectly ade­
quate treatment of so large and 

complex a subject would demand 
many volumes. But it does claim to 

at' least suggest the Jines on which such 
a biography should be written, it pro­
fesses to present the leading facts of the 

heroic monarch's career in the light of the latest 
investigations and it endeavours to dissipate the 
many erroneous notions concerning "The Lion of 
the North" for which Voltaire's brilliant and at­
tractive work, I had almost said romance, Histoire 
de Charles XII. is mainly responsible. 

It is a question, I think, how far original documents 
should be consulted in the compilation of a short 
sketch of this kind, or even whether they should be 
consulted at all. For the use of original documents 
necessitates, generally speaking, the addition of notes, 
appendices and other literary impedimmta which are 
almost out of place in a popular book of so small a 
compass as the present one. Nevertheless, I have en­
deavoured, somewhat rclucta.ntly, to steer a middle 



vi 

course, by following the best available Swedish mon­
ographs in the purely historical and political portions 
of this book while going to original documents for 
the private conduct and personal character of my 
hero.-It now remains for me to set out my principal 
authorities. 

I. 
ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS. 

I.-Konung Karl Xlls. Egetzhandiga Bref. Ed. 
CARLSON. 

2.-Fragmmts t£rt!s des chro~tt"ques moldaves 
pour servz"r a l 'h£stot"re de Pierre !.- Grand ct 
Charles XII. Ed. KOGALNICEANU. 

3.-Des Prz"ntsens llfax Emanuels Herzog i1t ~Vurtem­
btrg Rz"csm und Campagnen. 

4.-Karl XI's Dagbok. 
s.-Kurze Nachric/zt V01l Sr Kottz"glz"che .JI-fajt 's 

Studz"m (by Count PoLUS). 
6.-Ncgocz"ations de 111. le Comte d'A~'au:r: . a 

!a cour de Suede (No. 33 of the publications of 
the Historical Society at Utrecht, new series). 

J.~Lettcrs and Despatches of Yolm Duke of llfarl­
borough. Ed. MURRAY. 

8.-Corrispondance diplomatique . . du Due de 
Marlborouglz. Ed. VREEDE. 

g.-Hz"storia Ablegatiouis Danz"el£s Krmann 
ad regem Svedce Carolum XII. I7o8-9. 
(Publication of the Hungarian Historical 
Society, 1 894.)* 

* Now used for the first time. So far as I am aware this" document 
is quite unknown to Swedish historians. 
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II. 
MONOGRAPHS, FOR THE MOST PART SWEDISH. 

I.-CARLSON: Sveriges Histor~'a under Konungarne 
af Pfalzz"ska Huset. 

2.-BESKOW : Karl dm To/ftc. 
3.-FRYXELL: Beriittdur ur Svmska Historim.* 
4.-CARLSON: Carl den Tolftes tag mot Ryssland. 
s.-HAMILTON: .ll(inne af Grefve c. G. RehnskJold. 
6.-SVEDELIUS: llfinne af Gref-z'e Karl Piper. 
7.-CARLSON: Om Fredsunder!tattdlingarne drm 

IJ09-f7I8. 
8.-SVEDELIUS: Mi11ne af Grefve Arvid Horn. 
g.-LILLIESTRALE: Mag1tus Stenbock oclt Slagd 

. tJid Jle!singborg. 
10.-LAGERMARK: Karl Xlls Krig i Norge. 
I I.-HOLM: Studicr til den store nordz"ske Kri'gs 

.fl1"storie. 
12.-BESKOW: Frilurre G. H. von Go·rtz, statsman oclt 

statsoffer. . 
I 3.-AXELSON : Bidrag ti"ll Kiinnedomm om Sveriges 

til!stand pt1 Karl XI Is tid. 
14.-SARAUW: Die Feldzuge Karl:. XII. 
I s.-CARLEN: Ndgra blad 01/t Carl XII. . 
r6.-BRUCKNER: Peter der Grosse. 

R. NISBET BAIN. 
August, 1895· 

• This entertaining but prejudiced and uncritical work should be 
used very cautiously. 
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Helsingborg, Battle of, rr4, 227 
Hermelin, no, 196 
Holowczyn, Battle of, 16o-162 
Holstein, Duke of. Set Charles 

Frederick; see also Frederick 
IV.; .St"t"alsoChristianAugustus 

Horn (Arvid Bernhard), charac­
ter, 70, 71; 75; at Diinamiinde, 
86 ; 94 ; first diplomatic mis­
sion, 12o-125; 127, 13-t. 135, 
220, 233, 252 ; convenes Riks­
dag, 255, 256; averts revolu­
tion, 259, 26o ; in disgrace, 
290, 301 

Horn (Rudolf), defence of 
Narva, 154 

Hummerhjelm (Alexander), 95 
Hylten, 258 

I 

Ibrahim Pasha, Grand-Vizier, 219 
Innocent, XI., 91 

J 
John Casimir, King of Poland, 

169 
John (Sobieski), King of Poland, 

go, 91 
Joseph I., Emperor of Germany, 

145. 146 
Juel, Admiral, rs· 
Jussuf Pasha, Grand Vizier, 194, 

195. 207, 208 
K 

Klissov, Battle of, 102-105 
Konigsmarck (Marie Aurora), 

mission to Charles XII., 96, 
97. 121 

Koprili (Numan), Grand-Vizier, 
20[ 

Krapotkin, Prince, 202 
Krassau (Ernst Detlev), I St, 22q, 

254 
L 

Lagercrona, General, 167 
Landscrona, Battle of, 14 
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Leopold, Duke of Mecklenburg, 
276 

Lesna, Battle of, I 72 
Leszczynski (Stanislaus). Su 

Stanislaus I. 
Levenhaupt (Adam Ludwig),· 

character,71,72; I32;victories, 
155-157; 159, 166, 167; defeat 
at Lesna, I71, I72, I83, ISS; 
surrenders at Perewoloczna, 
I90 

Lieven (Hans Henrik von), 220, 
256 

Lillieroth (Nils), 37, 79; charac­
ter, 114 ; II 5, I34, I49 

Lindskjold (Erik), 24; character, 
28; 30 

Louis XIV, King of France, II, 
12, I4, IS, 38, 54, 78, 94, I4I j 
remonstrates with Charles 
XII., 253; 265 

Lubomirski, Grand Hetman of 
Poland, I03, I04 

Lund, Battle of, I3 

M 

Maigret, Colonel, 298 
Malplaquet; Battle of, 229 
Maximilian, Prince of Wurtem. 

burg, I39, I78 
Mazeppa (Ivan Stefanovich), ca­
. reer and character, I69; rebels 

against Russia, I70 ; joins 
Charles XII., 174, 190; death, 
196 

Menshikov (Alexander), 174; at 
Pultawa, 106, 107; 190 

Michael, Hospodar of Moldavia, 
200 

Marner, General, 101, 102 
MUllern, 190, 196 

N 

Narva, Battle of, 75-77 
Neculec (John), 203, 204 
Neuberg, Prince of, 122 
Neugebauer (Martin), 200 
Nieroth, General, 132, 135 

Nordenhjelm (Anders), 23, 28, 
29 

Norris (Sir John), 273, 274 

0 

Qgilvie, General, 136-I39 
Oland, Battle of, 13 
Opalinska (Catherine), I 22 
Ostermann (Andreas), 282, 283 
Oxenstjerna (Axel), 5, 6 
Oxenstjerna (Bengt), I8, 36, 37, 

39-41. 43. 67, 79. 114, 134. 
I49 

Oxenstjerna (Eva Magdalena), 
69 

p 

Paikull, General, 132 
Patkul (J ohan Reinhold), early 

career and character, SI-53; 
brings about Great Northern 
War, 53, 54; 56, 83, 85, 87, 
II9, 132 ; death, 143 

Peter 1., Tsar, 5I, 53; flight 
from Narva, 73, 74; 82, 83, 
114, II9, 120, 137, 139, ISO, 
I 5 I; conquers Baltic Provinces, 
152-158; victory of, at Lesna, 
172, 173 ; victory of, at Pul­
tawa, 184-192 ; campaign of 
the Pruth, 202-205; 210, 219, 
228,247,250; enmity towards 
George I., 276 ; naval war with 
Sweden, 274, 275; 280, 283-
285, 299 

Philip of Anjou, 78 
Piper (Carl), 44, 64, 115; at 

Pultawa, 185-191 
Polus (Thomas), 28, 44, 56 
Poniatowski (Stanislaus), 196, 

201 
Pruth, Peace of the, 205 
Psilander, Captain, 129, 130 
Pultawa, Battle of, 185-191 
Pultusk, Battle of, I 16 
Punitz, Battle of, 128 

Q 
Quadruple Alliance, 284 
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R 

Radziejowski, Cardinal, charac­
ter, gt-i)3i gS, gg, 100, 112, 
113, 122-124. 127, 133 

Rakoczy (Francis), S,e Francis 
(Rakoczy). 

Rawa, Conference or, 53 . 
Rebnskjold (Carl Gustaf), char­

acter, 68, 6g; 72, 77, 104, 112, 
121, 135 ; victory or, at Frau­
stadt, 137; 140, 161, 162, rSs; 
at Pultawa, 186-1gr; 313 

Reichel, Colonel, 267 
Repnin, Prince, 161 
Rijswijk, Congress of, rg, 37 
Robinson, English diplomatist, 

45 ; interview with Charles 
XII., us, u6 ; 130 

Rooke (Sir George), 6o, 6r, 6-t; 
opinion of Charles XII., 65 

Roos (Carl Gustav), 186, 216 
Roskilde, Treaty of, 9 

s 
Sapieha (Benedict), 124 
Sapieha (Casimir Paul John), gr, 

95, g8 
Saxe, Marshal de, 243 
Schlippenbach, General, 152, r86 
Schulenburg, General, 128, 129, 

137 
Schwerin, General, 2gB, 299 
Schlozer (A. L.), 30 
Shafirov, Russian diplomatist, 

204 
Sheremetev, Field-Marshal, 73, 

133, r6r, 202, 20-t 
Sieniawiecki, Polish general, 208 
Skoropadzki, Cossack Hetman, 

174 
Sobieski (Constantine), Prince, 

121 
Sobieski (James), Prince, III 
Sobieski (John), s~e John III. 
Soliman, Pasha, Grand-Vizier, 

zoB, 219 
Sparre (Anders), 186, 188 
Sparre (Axel), 197 

Sparre (Erik), 281 
Spegel, Swedish bishop, 43 
Stanislaus I., King of Poland, 

character, 122 ; election, 123, 
124; 127, 131; coronation, 133, 
16g,t81,208,20g,23g,240,248 

Steinau, Field-Marshal, 83, 87 
Stenbock (Magnus), character, 

6g-72; 75, 77, 79, ro6. 112, 
208, 219; victory of, at Hel­
singborg, 227 ; victory of, at 
Gadebusch, 239-242, 248 ; 
burns Altona, 249, 250; sur­
render at T6nning, and death, 
251, 252 :"254 

Stephen (Bathory), King of Po-
land, 90 

Stockholm, Treaty of, 12 
Stolbova, Peace of, 3 
Stralsund, Siege of, 265-267 
Stuart, Quartermaster-General,· 

63 
Styrum, General, IIJ 
Swiecicki (Nicholas), 12-J, 125 

T 

Tallard, Field-Marshal, 141 
Tolstoy, Russian diplomatist, 

200,201 
Tordenskjold (Peter), 272 
Travendal, Peace of, 64 
Triple Alliance, 12 
Tromp, Van, I~ 

u 
Ulrica Leonora I., Queen of 

Sweden, 21--25 ; death, 31, 81 
Ulrica Leonora II., Queen of 

Sweden, 193, 220, 238, 255-
261,288,289, 293-295; hatred 
of G6rtz, 301 

Utrecht, Peace of, 219, 246 

v 
Vasily (Shuisky), Tsar, 2 
Vellingk (Maurice), 37, 54, 236, 

245· 250, 251 
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Vellingk (Otto), 75, 103 
Vendome, Field-Marshal, 113, 

141 
Villars, Field-Marshal, 113, 141 
Villeroi, Field-Marshal, 140 
Vizthwn, Saxon diplomatist, 121 

w 
Wachtmeister (Hans), early ca­

reer, 6o, 61 ; naval operations, 
62-64; 237 

Wallhof, Battle of, 3 
Warsaw, Battle of, 1656, 8 · 
Warsaw, Battle of, 1705, 135 
Weisenaer, Dutch admiral, 9 
Wiesnowiecki, Polish general, 

156 
William III., King of England, 

69, 79.93 
Wolffelt, Major, 189 
Wrangel, Field-Marshal, 12, 57 
Wrede (Fabian), 43, 76 
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