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FOREWORD 

I OWE it to the reader to explain why I 
have not attempted in the following pages 
to offer any alternative suggestions in 
regard to the attainment of Swaraj by 
India.. The atmostphere in India. is such 
that not until we are in a position to 
appraise correctly the value of factors 
which at present command the tacit 
approval of the bulk of the country will 
there be much chance for other lines of 
advance. The country must shake itself 
free from the present incubus before it 
could be expected to consider earnestly 
other schemes of political betterment. 

The whirl of non-co-operation with its 
va.rious phases, through which the country 
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has gone, has its very valuable aspect no 
doubt; but it could hardly be gainsaid 
that it has left the political mind of India. 
in a. state of utter unpracticality. It is 
desirable therefore that the basic idea. 
of attaining Swaraj through non-violent 
non-co-operation should undergo a close 
analysis as a subject of primary import
ance in itself. 

\Vhatever other programme may be 
adopted by a majority of Indian 
politicians, the present program m.e of 
Mahatma Gandhi cannot be suffered to 
absorb the public mini as a scheme that 
could effectuate a change in the character 
of the Indian political situation. Its 
inadequacy as well as its impracticability, 
its delusive nature as well as its failure 
so far, have to make way through the 
rank and file of its adherents before the 
country may be expected to admit the 
need for luming to other couraes of action. 
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It has appeared to me therefore premature 
to enter on any fruitful discussion of 
alternatives. I have for this reason 
sought to concentrate attention on what 
is still exercising the public mind 
as suitable foundations for raising the 
edifice of Swaraj. 

I need hardly conceal that a vein of 
pessimism may seem to run through the 
following pages. I am confident, h~w
ever, when the country ceases to hug 
delusions and begins to face realities, it 
will derive a new vitality, born of the 
effort, whose impetus will be transmitted 
through the whole civilised world. 
Western civilisation is a game, the nature 
of which India., being in it and not of it, 
ca.n accurately gauge. It can also take a. 
ha.nd in the ga.me, if driven to. No one 
need despair of a. country which can see 
fa.r into the pa.st a.nd fa.r into the 
future a.s India. alone ca.n and dedicate 
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itself to the service of humanity in its 
higher a.nd loftier needs in a. spirit of 
true self-effacement a.s no other nation 
is equipped· to do. A nation that makes 
up its wind not to live for itself can 
never die ; nor could it fail to accomplish 
what is indispensable for its allotted 
mission in God's providence. India. has 
only to realise her power, awakening fro.m 
the stupor of a. century, and requi3ition 
those gifts which are hers for ever and 
she will not fail to prove a. match to the 
greatest single power of the world. 

TRIPLICAN.S, } 
6th July, 1925. 
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