EDITORIAL NOTE

Tms text-book marks & new departure on the part of
the United Councl for Missionary' Study, Hitherto the
Council has only xssued one adult text-book a year, but
this year it is producmg two, in order the better to meet
ihe varying needs of & wide constituency.’ Expenence has
proved that there are many readers of these text-books who
to study concrete facts rather than problems of
mary development. With & view 1o their needs the
1t volurse hiad been prepared. It gives a vivid picture
life of the outcaste and the conditions of missionary
among the teeming village populations of India. To
who are specially interested in social work at Lome,
book will be an additional proof that *‘héme™ end .
¥ign * missions are really one and the same thing, for °
10 branch of missionary work is this oneness more
ent than in work among the depressed classes in India,
1e cther adult text-book is “ The Renaissance in India,”
‘ke Rev, C. F. Andrews, 3L.A. Both subject-matter and
Enent are largely abstract, for Mr Andrews deuls with
religious and intellectual development of India, and
jally with modern phases of that development. His
treats almost entirely of the student class§ it there-
covers entirely different ground from the present
w,
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% The Outcastes’ Hope,” like its predecessors, is specially
prepared for Stydy Circles, and will not yield its full value
if it is simply read In an ordinary way. Leaders of Study
"Circles using this book are strongly advised to avail them-
selves of the, Helps or Suggestions for l.caden fssued by
the diderent Missivnary Sacieties,

The Council bas been most happy in securing manusmpt
from the Kev. Godfrey Phillips, B.A,, of Bangalore, Ile
writes from the ceatre of & mass-movements district and--
as is abundantly evident—from a full experience of the work
be describes, To, tha regret of the Editortal Coramittee, ft
has not been possible to co-operate with Mr Phillips in the
preparation of Lis book for study purposes. Tha
mittee is therefore responsible for the final mangemq
also for the Appendices.’

“Thanks are due to friends for proof-reading and’

Lelp, especially to Dr and Mrs Weitbrecht for their coﬂ
,he‘p and advice.. .

The Commirtee is also indebted to the author, d
London Missionary Sodety, and to the Church Missic
Society for blocks and photographs,



AUTHOR'S PREFACE

Loxs, long ego, in the second century of our era, 8
larned man thade & brilliant attack upon Christianity,
Qne of his favourite sccusations was that Christians had
ng culture, “ Here are their maxirns,” he says: “*Let no
educated map, o man of wisdom, or prudence, approach
but if apyone be ignorant, or stupid, or silly, let him
spproach with confidence’ By acknowledging that such
preter sorthy ol their God, they prove that they have only
missicaill mad the power to win over the foolish, the ignoble,
presct.ey women and children” He wes answered by one”
of the.e noblest C'hnsnnn thinkers who ever lived, and how?
“work ,ly by proofs of the moral force exessised by Christianity
those e world. :
this Lristianity was sttracting the low, and raising them
“fo1 a3 no power on earth had ever-raised them before, -
in 1e whole story.of the progress of Christianity was a
evid dyo moral mirscles, *For the eyes of the blind In
© ™1 are always being opened, and ears which were deaf .
* virtue Lsten with eagemess to the teaching eoncemmg
: 1 and the blessed life with Him.” N
* e have the same old attack, and we meet It with the
* ¢ old reply, in modern India, ChrisHanity is a power
" works. Nothing else in India bas really touched the
aste ) uothingelfcanmk:himnm The story
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of what Christianity has dons for the parlah will one day
make an impressive contribution to Christian evidences,

. These pages have tried to tell very simply something
of the story so, far as it can yet be told. To the many
friends who have helped in the telling of it by sending reports
and photographs, the writer expresses grateful thanks,

G. E, PHILLIFS.

BaxGaLoxE, S; INDIA..
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CHRISTIAN WORK FOR THE DEPRESSED

CLASSES IN INDIA
CHAPTER I -
" WHO ARE THE ouTCAsTES ¥

SUMMARY
How INDIA EsTeeus THE OpTCASTE '
THE OvuTcasTe's RIGHTS: HIS INABILITY TO USk Tum
Fauouvs OurcasTes S
Wio arE THE OUTCASTRS P—
(a) Their Origin
{5) Their Numbers
~ () Their Distribution
‘THE CONDITION OF THE OUTCASTRSwe
{a) Degradation
() Poverty
{) The Effects of Famine
{d) The Burden of Debt
GoverNuENT Errorts o TR QUTCASTE'S BRHALY vertws A
Corrurr PosLic OFiNION
Tus QurcasTe's RELIGION -
ALLEBYIATIONS OF THR Oorusns Lor
A CuaLLENGE

“Taat’s not the village, that the pm.che ¥ (i.e. the How India.
place where the parishs Live). Yo have seen at a little §ieems the
distance two groups of thatched bouses mestling among ™ |
palm trees, and when',you point to one and ask what

village it is, such is the answer yon will receive, There

. is & world of suggestiveness ln the. tone In which it is
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given. It means that that place is not to be dignified
with a name of its own; it is a mere appendix to the
other group of houses, which may be a much smalier
group and yet is what counts as the village. ~ The man
born in the outcaste village may as soon think of building
his house in the other group as a pig may think of going
to live in his master’s front room. The ‘common pre-
verbial speech of the land says, “ The palmyra tree has
no shade, and the pariah has no decency ”: “ A pariah
needs'a stick three times as long as himself to keep him
in order”: “Orly if he is beaten will the pariah get
sense”: ‘ Though seventy years of age, the pariah will
only do what he is compelled to do.” g

That is how India thas thought of the pariah, and
how India has treated him. Before Christ had told
the world that the heavenly Father cares for each
“little one,” Manu bad told India that the low caste
man was created to be the slave of Brihmans. As
to certain classes of outcastes he had laid" down the
following regulations :—" The abode of a Chandila and a
‘Swaplca must be out of the town ; they must not have the
use of entire vessels ; their sole wealth must be dogs and
asses. Their clothes must be the mantles of the déccased ;
their dishes for food, broken pots; their omaments, rusty
iron; continually must they roam from place to place.
Let no man, who'regards his duty, religious and civil, hold
any intercourse with them ; let ther transactions be con-
fined to themselves, and their marriages be only between
equals. Let food be given to them in potsherds, but not
by the hand of the giver ; and let them not walk by night
in dties and towns.” Manu’s code fortunately is out of
date in modern India, but the spint that could treat even
the lowest of human beings as Manu commanded them to
be treated is still living and is still a curse in India.
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NOTE ON SPELLING AND
PRONUNCIATION

I1xD1AN spellings have been adhered to; except in the case
of one or two widely used terms, in which a standard English
spelling has been adopted, #.5. Mchammedan, -

- .

VowsL Sounps

& has the sonnd of # {n ¢ womaa.’
[ & in ¢ father.!
» vowel-sound in ‘grey.’
n . sound of § in *pin,’
”» » {in* Puuu-'
w n . #is ‘bone’
" w in ‘bull’
“w w» ®in *flute.’
o vowelsound in ‘mipe.’
" n w in " house.?
44 and ¢4 (except in Burma) pever bave the sound of ¢

o “this’ or “thin,’ but should be pronounced a3 in * wood-
house’ and * boat-hook.'

sEpRrRmO e ™
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The systcm of caste, which presses so heavily on the
pariah, is & rigid division of society into sections between
which there may be neither intermarriage, social® inter-
course, nor any contact. It depends entirely on heredity
& man is born into the caste of his fathers and naturally
follows their craft, trade, or profession, No one not born

-in the caste can be admitted to it, though any member, of
it may be ejected if he breaks his caste rules, which chiefly
‘concern marriage, food, and bathing, Such a man becomes
an outcaste and is cut off from his family and caste fellows.
Caste rests on s religious basis: the Your chief castes
(priests, ‘warriors, mefchants, and cultivators) are popularly
supposed to have been born from BrihmA the Creator, and
the Brihmans (members of the priestly caste) are worshipped
as gods by all others, - The four original castes have been
&lmost endiessly subdivided, but bencath even the lowest
of them are the rmlhons of outcastes thh whom this book -
deals,’

“ But,” someone at once fecls Inclined to say, “ there is.
cw.e ln England. Will an army an have social nter- .
course with & tradesman? Is not the professional man
. often ready to regard himself as made of different clay from
the manual labourer ?” * Certainly 3 and it is-a thousand
pitics that it is so. ' But it would be a complete confusion
of terms to regard what goes’ under the name of caste in
Lngland as in any way equivalent to caste in India, The
army mwan is quite aware that sons of successful tradesmen
frequently become officers, and he sees in that no fearful
breach of the laws of nature. If the professional mamw one
day by-accident tock his food with s manual labourer he
‘would not consider Lis social standard ruined and his
person defiled.  Even where English “ caste * is said most
to prevall there is nothing absolutely rigid about ity one
“caste” at its borders impuccpnb!y fades off into another
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“ caste,” and it 1s qmte possible to move from one elass .
Into another. ~ But in India the bounds of caste are of
steel ; and' as soon may a black puppy-dog be ch:mgcd
into a white one as a barber become a Brihman. That is
the exact comparison used in one of the best-known popular
stories in India,’

Everyone who knows village life In India knows that
while in the eye of the British law and according to all the
rules of. British administration, the outcaste bas equal

. rights with men of all castes, in point of fact there is

many a village post-office and many a government court-

‘house in which he dare not set his foot. He cannot wear

s lJoin-cloth so that it hang¢ below the knee, Ife must
d in 8 servile posture in the presence of every villege
head-man. If by some rare good fortune he has gained a
little picce of land, he ‘cannot retain the ownership of it

" without constant watchfulness and struggle against en-

coachments and plots by his caste neighbours,
One of the few Indian gentlemen who has seriously cered

" about the condition of the depressed classes and has wurked

hard for their elevation, recently addressed a number of their
bead-men in Mangalore on the West Coast. Hcre are sone
extracts from his speech which give us an idea cf the
treatment accorded to the outcastes :—" And what are you
now, ye descendants of Nanla (an ancient honourcd
kinz)? You bave no lands, no house and garden, no money
wherewith to eat what you like and put on the raiment
you want. You are absolutely without eduiation. Your
approach is corsidered unholy, and even your shadow Is
bated? Men touch dogs and pigs, but they won't touch you,
ye descendants of Nanda; you are calied parials. A
land-owner seling his lands to another sels you and yours
to the vendee, whose property you become. A land-vwner
In need of money pledges you for four or six rupees, and
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until the pledge is redeemed you are the propérty of the
pawnee ! You are all called by that abominable term
pariah. Among the higher caste people it is a term of
abuse, A liarora tluef a drunkard or a traitor who is to
be rebuked is called pariah! The benign British Govern-
ment is kind towards you ; it pities you and wants you to:
be called by the more honourable name of panchimas
(fifth caste). When you are beaten severely you go to the
petition-writer, pay him and get the complaint written, He
gets money from you for the court fee required for complaint
and for process to witnesses, puts the complaint and the
stamps in & cover before you, and asks you to drop the
cover in the post-cffice letter-box, assuring you that you and
your witnesses will get notices from the magutrate shortly.
As without your knowmg it, the cover is addressed to the
petitlon-writer himself, it is delivered to himself the next
day and you expect for months together to get Srders from
the magistrate and Gnally blame the Govemment t.hat itis
indifferent towards you ! 1"

Jt & & fact that in Travancore the Puliyans 'and
Parishs, whose near approach is sufficient, kong before
contact is reached, to pollute the “high castes, were,
within the memory of men still living, the slaves of the
land-owner, bought and sold with the land. To this day,
although the letter of the law is on their side, custom -and
popular prejudice deny them the free use of the public
roads, bridges, and {erries, and the law itself is not strong
enough to secure them free access to the law-courts and
schools. -

Yet here is a remarkable fact, that in spite of all this Famous
cruel repression gome outcastes have been people of whom Outcastes
India to-day is proud. The poet whose concise, brilliant

couplets are more quoted in the Tamil country to-day than
" any others himself belonged to the people roughly denoted
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in the newspapers as the “untouchables,”” and the poetess
whose words are recited in schools throughout the same
area is said to have been his sister. Among the worshippers

“of Siva, one outcaste, Nanda,! has bccn deified and Is

Vho are the
pteastes ?

worshipped ‘to-day: These examples alone, coupled with
the results which have already been obtained by Christian
Missions to the depressed classes, are suffient to show
that the outcastes are degraded more through lack of
opportunity than through lack of capacity for good, Asa
matter of fact, when outcaste children to-day are given equal
educational opportunities with their caste brothers and
sisters, they usually show quite equal capadty for improve-
ment. But it is just the equal opportunity which is so hard
to secure for them in the present state of Hindu® society. -
Imagine an infnitely strong trades’ union with its whole
strength turned mercilessly against a particular class of
workers, and you will have & faint idea of how the caste
system presses upon the pariah, -

The question naturally arises,  Who are these outcastes?
How cid they come in the first place to occupy their

_present position? How many of them are there, and in

what parts of India are they chiefly to be found?”
Unfortunately most-&f these questions cannot yet- te
answered with any certainty. The origin of the pariah
and other outcastes is one of the hitherto unsolved problems
of ethnclogy. It is generally thought that they reprecent
rices with a long past, that-a thousand years ago purials
were respectable, that many of them were weavers and that
they bad very anciezt rights in the land. If this be correct

} Seep. 4 .

¥ The word # Hindn® means strictly speaking an adherent of tte
Hirdu rebgion, It is often used Joose'y in Englan ? as if equivalent to
the word ** Indian,” ia such s phrase as * Hir Ja Christians,” which is
really & contnadiction ia terms.  Throughout this bock it is intenJed in
its rel:gicas meacicy, the word * Izdian ® coverig all o:ber meaainge
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and the pariahs represent ancient races which have come

down in the world, not only has the work of raising them

from their present low level a special interest, but also it

is easier to understand why they show such marked

capacity for improvement when the right influences are

brought to bear upon them, .
And how many outcastes are there? It is digcult {b) Their

to give an exact number, We have to count not Numbers,

only the Pariahs, Malﬁs, and Madigﬁs in the Seuth,

but many people in similar positions in the North—

the Chemirs, Chihris, Doms, aboriginal or hill tribes

such as the Kols and Santfls, and many more. 'Broadly
speaking, there are about fifty 'million outcastes in India:

““truly we are not dealing with an insignificant number.

There are more people belonging to the depressed classes

io India than there are men, women, and children in Great

Britain and Ireland. They are scattered over all parts of (¢) Their

India, and differ very much from one another in language Dtribution.

and customs, yet everywhere we find amongst them the same

common features of poverty mnd degradation, due to the

contemptuous treatment they suffer at the hands of the caste

people. As the type of them all T shall be speaking in this ~

bovk mainly of the pariah of the Madras Presidency because

Y know him best, but shall take care to say only such things

as are, according to the testimony of-missionaries from

every part of India, true of the depressed classes generally,

In these pages therefore “ the pariah” will stand for the

vast multitude of the outcastes as a whole. It is a bost of

filty millions of our fcllow-men in India whose cry goes up

before God by reason of their oppressions, Caste is their

Plaraoh suymg “Who is the Lord that I should hearken

unto his voice to let them-go? " But Moses has come

Pharaoh is secing strange miracles, and the Lord is pre-

paring to bring them out of bondage by their bosts,
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After what has been said it will surprise no one to hear

dition of the ¢yt the * untouchables ” have sunk into deep degradation.

Qutcastes.
(a) Degra
tion,

da. Their houses are usually filthy bovels, and it is exceptional

for them to contain more than one room, in which the
whole family of both sexes sleeps at night. Look at
the illustration facing page 3. Not-a few of their
custoras are unfit for detailed description. Many of them
eat carrion, some subdivisions of them eat rats. The
writer will not easily forgot seeing one day in a time of
scarcity a buffalo which had fallen dead in a field round
which scores of pariahs from the nearest village were
‘crowding, backing great lumps from the carcase-nd rush-
ing home with their ‘booty, From a lLittle distance the
sight was exactly like that of flics swarming over a piece
of rotten meat. According to the Government census of
1901, 9.5 pet cent. of the pariahs can neither read nor write,
This, of course, excludes those who have become Christians,
Most of them are terribly addicted to drink, their chict
bev~- ve being *toddy” (the fermented juice of the
pall  a tree), a liquor both cheap and very intoxicating, so
that ,man can get thoroughly drunk for three half-pence.
" Statistics show that alcohulic drinking of all kinds and
amonz all classes is seriously Increasicy in India, but as
there are no separate figures for the luwer classes it is
impossible to say how much of the increase is d::e to them,
though it is a common impression of Christian workers
among tim that they are drinking more than ever in these
days. Not long ago a fisherman in & village on the sca-
coast near Madras made & lucky bacl, and in & sicyle
ight caught about f1o worth of fish, an amount falulous
according to Lis modest standards. The sule resalt of this
good furtune was that for a fuil fortnight alterwards there
" was pot a sober maa in two whele viiages, '

{b) Poverty.  And yet there are frany tiraeg when these poverty-
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stricken people are forced to be sober by sheer lack of the
wherewithal to be anything else. Most of them are agris
cultural-labourers and have no land of their own. They
are cmmon!y paid a daily wage of twopence or three-
- pence in addition to a little food at midday. As long as
this wage is steadily coming in & man will manage to feed
himself and his wife and family on it, and he will lead a
very cheerful life,” But there are several months in the
year in which there is practically no work to be done on
the land, After the harvest has been reaped and threshed
the hot weather comes on; there is neither plougbing nor
sowing to be done and the ground is as hard as iron,
Then the outcaste has to wander away to look for work,
can)nng stones for some Government road near his villa.ge,
or going to the nearest seaport town to load coal or work
in & tannery, or do any other unskilled labour which is
available. Citen for a week together he finds nothing to
do, and for months even of 8 very normal year he and his
family have to live on one meal of grain per diem. Then
some year there is a partia} failure of the monsoon, and the
crops are very scanty, so that less field labour is required,
The coolie is poorer and hungrier than ever ; his little boy’s
ribs ere more coaspicuous and his stomach strangely
protuberart, because he has been eating every unwholesome
scrap of food ke could come across, The mext year the
monscon fails altogether, the ficlds are baked and bare of
even a blade of grass. All the earth-works, the mending
of the band or bank damming up the great reservoir for the
water of the rainy season, the digging of wells, the clearing
away of cactus bushes, the mending of roads—all these
Lave been finished and the money for them bas all beeu
spent by the local suthorities. .
Then it is that England begins to hear that in some () The

Efects of
part of India there is famine, The news is too familiar Fum':e.

'
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to arouse widespread interest, for there Is always famine
somewhere in India. But it means that In thousands of
houses, as the darkness comes.on, the scattered members of |
a household who bave been hungrily wandering In search
of work and its'reward, food, come back wearily to their
home hoping that someone at least has earned s little gruel,
and sometimes hoping in vain. The writer bas seen a man

“come home late at night to a family of five persons with &

smile of *.iumph at his success, and all that he had brought
inaﬁlthypotuhuday’swabewasammofmx et gruel
about equivalent to the porridge which two English children
take for breakfast, and that was the sole nourishment of
five persons for that twenty-four hours. The householder

“next door bad failed altogether, and he and his family had

gone hungry to bed after drinking a little salt and water at
food time. No doubt in famine times the caste people also

- suffer acutely, in some cases even more acctely than the

outcastes, just as in England the suferings In poverty of
those who try to hold their heads high and keep themselves
respectable are often more acute than those of the people
who make no effort to keep up appearances, Butitis a
fact patent to all that in times of universal scarcity the first
and the heaviest sufferers are those who depedd for theis
maintenance upon casual labour.

Tt is dificult to exaggerate the grimness of the part
played by famire in the life of the Indian outcaste. Even
if he bas an acre or two of poor land-acd he is Lighly
favoured if he has more—the probability is that after & bad
season, at the pext sowing time be bas peither seed ror
money to buy it. To save Limself frora starvation be
borrows upon any terms which the village caste men Lxe to
impese.” A common rate of compound interest for such
small loans is that of one anna (=1d) per rupee (=15
annas) per month, which works out at 75 per cenb per
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~uncm; oand to get that he has to mortgage the only
security which Le possesses, namely, the title-deed of his
land, Add to this the fact that he cannot read or write,
and that if the unscrupulous money-lender writes down on
the stamped paper recording the loan thirty rupees when
Le 4zas only lent fifteen (s thing by no means unoommon),
the poor borrower puts his mark at the foot and is none
the witer—and it will readily be seen how difficult it is for
the Cepressed classes td retain ownership of land, Scarcity,
dcbt, and bis own ignorance added to both, combine to
hu; a millstone round the outeaste’s neck when he wishes
to rise In the world, . Well for him if he can retain his.
personal Liberty.

But someone will ask, “ What is the Government doing Government
to let such things be possxble? " Government is doing all 5‘;‘0“‘ on
it can, but In such matters as this, governments are almost cacte's Bes

ipless. 1t is diffcult for Englishmen in England to hall versus
reaiize how little can be agcomplished by elther legislation ?,ucﬁf:“pt :

-or admiristration when the ordinary feelings of society Opinion.
sre opposed to them. We all admit, even-in England,
that men cannot be made sober or honest’by Act of
Parliamentj but it is in countries like India that we can
see most plainly Low & good law and a righteous administra-
tiva can be cumpletely nullified by the rottenness of the
general morals of society, For example, in certain parts of
Indis the Government offers the poor farmer on the easicst
possible terms o loan to enable him to dig & well, and is
¥eady to receive payment out of the produce of the land by
fcstalments spread over twenty years, Surely s generous
administration could go no further. Vet a8 & matter of
fact comparatively few farmers avail themselves of the offer,
for the simple reason that when they put in their applica-
tion they find that it does not reach the proper quarter .
unless they bandsomely bnbe half-a-dozen of the lowers -
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grade ofiicials of the revenue department. It Is perficty;
well known in India that the laws and the upper branches
of the administration are all favourable to the poor man,
and yet he I3 oppressed at every turn, simply  becnuse
average public opinion gives the law and the administration
no moral support, For instance, everyone knows that: the
British rule condemns slavery, yet there are many villages
where in times of distress the practice still obtains among
the parishs of selling themselves-and even their children
fnto virtual slavery by a kind of man-mortgage, For &
present :advance of money—a pitiably small one if the
, pariah’s hunger is keen—he binds himself by an azreement
fn legal form to work for the person making the advance
until it, and sometimes the interest on it, is paid off. What
s still worse, he sornetimes mortgages his children, In one
village at such a time & reliable Indian pastor wrote that
every pariah child as soon as it was born was having a price
paid for it in the caste village, ‘The caste masters were
buying up the future labour of the children but newly bora,
much as they would add lambs to their flock,

Here is an extract from a public speech made by
responsible Mohammedan government official on the West
Coast :—" Mr R— urged on my consideration the cluims
of the panchima people (the outcastes) to enter the pullic

"service, the portals of which, thanks to the just Dritish
Government, are open to all people alke. As the repre-
sentation was reasonable, I appointed a panchima to a
post in the Collectorate Press. This created a stir among
the people in the Collector’s office, who i.nnocently Le:imd
that the Deputy-Collector in charge of the Press was at the
bottorh of the unhallowed mischicf. The cowardly weapun
_of aconymous vn.mg was as usual ready to band, and
" ‘some anonymous petiions were received in which the
Deputy-Collector was warced of the terture that awaited
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him at the hands of Yim3, the Angel of Death, for intro-

ducing & panchima amidst the caste people.” These
instances, which could be multiplied indefinitely, all go to
"prove that, useful &s benefibent legislation can be, it is
inefective until some influence comes that changes the

general attitude of society; the greatest changes have

to grow .from within, and cannot be imposed from
without,

~ And what of the pariah’s rebgmn? Has he any support- The "
ing, consoling or strengthening faith to carry him through g:;";;*:‘
all these distresses and to mould his character so that :
ultimately he may overcome all the obstacles in his path ?
Alas! that is the most hopeless feature of bis life. Ask for
his God, and if he is in & erry mood he smacks his
stomack saying that is what he worships. If he is more

serious he shows you & poor hut of a platform under a

neem free, containing three bricks raised on end and
smeared with saffron, perbaps with a little cacoanut-oil
lamp burning in front of them. These bricks are his god,
Sometimes the idol which theé pariah worships is found
on inquiry to represent one of his forefathers, it may be
only two or three generations back, More commonly the
Images or the bricks are intended to represent some female
godlings smetimes called * virgins,” sometimes * mothers,”
which Lave no individuality, and consequently no cha:acter.
Each village is supposed to possess its own * mother®
thotgh those of different villages seem to be exactly ahke.
Each “mother  is supposed to be the guardian of the
villsge boundaries, to protect the inkabitants and live-stock -
from disease, disaster, and {amine, to promote the fecundity
of catile and goats, and to give children. What part these

* mothers ™ really play in the pariah’s ideas it is difficult to
say. Conversation reveals that in spite of appearances he
really clirishes » balf-latent belief in & sopreme divine
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Creator, who is far, far above the village “mother” and -
greater than any image that ¢an be made,

Yet the undoubted fact is that neither the bricks nor the
supreme Being are half so important in his notions of things
as & great multitude of Intermediate. beings, demons or
demonesses, ghosts, ghouls or goblins of all degrees of
fierceness of disposition. It is these capricious, spiteful
beings, always liable to be irritated, always seeking revenge
for wrongs, however umntentlonally committed, who really
count in the life of the pariah. One month balf the people
in his village are lying fever-stricken; the godless sanitary
inspector points out *causes” in the filthy state of the
hedges round the housgs and of the village well. But the
pariah knows better, There is a * presence ” in the ncem
tree et the end of the street; possessed women have said
strange things; tom-tums must be beaten, cocoa-nuts and
plantaing must be offered, a fowl must be sacrificed, or,
better still, a sheep’s head staick off at one blow under the
tree, and then only will the fever cease, When cholera is
- paying the village a ghastly visit, the outcastes (and in
this case pot they oaly) go round and round the village
boundaries in a vociferous procession to propitiate the
cholera -goddess. So it is with small-pox—which is another
demoness—with plague, and ‘with every other scourge of
Indian village life. In many places the parizhs celcbrate
an annual festival in which not only are sacridces offered,
but the blood of the sacrifices {s drunk, snd other revoliing
ceremonies are performed. '

The pariah- lives in dread of the aupernatural. e is
afraid even to yawn for fear some hatcful being sto.']
gain entrance to Lis body. He dare mot pass one
sreet corner a8 noonday and another at night, for
the unseen terrors that lurk there, Tlere is no safety
for him anywhere, for even i out of bLis bard-easned
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wage he has spent money on a sacrifice to the demon or
deity of one local shrine, he may by that very pious act
have slighted and offended some other supernatural’ being
near by, and there is po koowing what the consequences
will be. ‘

How this superstition works out’ in practical life may
be illustrated by the following typical story from a mission
report i~ Only a week or two ago in Poonamallee a
well-to-do caste Hindu, being offended 8t something the
parials of the place had done, abused their goddess
Ponniamamal, The pariahs were terribly offended and
excited at the insult to their protectoress, and at the next
devil-dance thrce women® became ¢possessed’ by the
goddess, and, as her mouth-piece, proclaimed that she was
leaving Poonamallee and would not come back until the
Hindu who had abused-her, and his wife and family were ”
dead. The Hindu pretended not to mind, but his wife
was f{rightened and every day expected some disaster,
The cholera came to Pognamallee, and the goddess of
cholera is the sister of the goddess Ponniammil. The
poor woman of course thought this was the doing of the
offended spirit, and in her terror took the disease end died,
Her busband was now frightened, He began to believe
that the curse was taking efiect, and he died; and their
children, innocent little beings who had done no harm to
anyone, left in the infected house, died too. Of course
every pariah in Poonamallee is now thoroughly convinced
of the power of the goddess Ponniammal and her sister the
goddess of cholera.  And this is the pariah’s religion.” - *

There bas recently been controversy as to whether the
reigion of the depressed classes should be classified as
** Animism,” or demon-worship, ratber than as “ Hinduism,”
Certain it is that the pariah’s religion bears scarcely any
resemblance to the” Hinduism of which students read in

\
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ext-books on comparative rehgwn Tn fact it can scarcely
be too often repeated to all who are interested in the
religion of India that in daily experience the ordinary

_ district missionary sees 8 great deal more of devil-worship

than of what is known as “the higher Hinduism.” Here
Is an incident, typical of what frequently takes place in
Indian villages, which occurred a short time ago in a village
well known to the writer:—“A woman fell ill and the
relatives decided that she was possessed. "They took the
poor creature and set her in & sitting posture when she was
extremely weak, and then they mercilessly beat her to ¢nve
the demon out of her, Thus they left her, hoping that the
goblin Kanni would torment her oo more. And it was so.
For she had passed away out of the bands of ignorant and
beathenish men into 'the hands of the everlasting God.

"When they returned they found her sitting as they left her,

a corpse.” It seerus indeed as if the outcaste’s religion is
quite as effective an instrument of bis dugradation as the
gocial system which has made him what he is, ‘
Perhaps there is & danger of over-stating the misery of
the outcaste’s ordinafy lifs. There are cheerful intervals

. when he laughs loud and long over some broad joke, for
. bis sense of bumour Is strong. There are evenings when

he sways In blissful absorption over his tom-tom, for he
often bas s wonderful sense of rhythm. His wife too has
her rare treats, and extracts from & very narrow and dull
round of oocupauons more amusement and interest than.
we should imagine to be possible. Most of the outcastes
are not troubled by theit degradation, and have pot
only Do serious desire to rise, but even no serious belief in
the possididity of their rising. * We are pariahs,” is their
aoswer to all sugzéstions as to possitle improvement. “ How
can you bear to be in that state?” “Don’t you want
to be clean ? " asks the missionary lady of & Llthy pariak
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woman, “Whyshmﬂdlw&nttobcclean? Iamapamh "
is the frank reply. Surely this contentment with thelr
condition is the worst.feature of all, It would be infinitely
more hopeful if they lamented their present position and
determined, even resentfully, that it should be changed. N
Such are the people, some fifty million of them, whose AClnuwge.

condition is a perpetual challenge to social reformers and
religious men in India. Can anythmg be.done for them ?
Thousands, nay millions of voices in India say, “ No, the
case is hopeless.”” It is a fine chance for any reform move-
ment or any religion to show what it can do. Darwin
ctallenged Christian Missions ¢o show that people as
degraded as the Patagonians could’ be uplifted by
Christianity, The challenge was accepted; Christian
Influerices were brought to bear, and right honourably did
Darwin bear his subsequent: testimony that changes had
taken place which he would never have supposed possible.
Dere is & yet greater challenge to the progressive forces
of the world. Have we any reason to hope that Chris-
tiznity can uplift the outcastes of India as it uphfted the
Patagonians ?
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WHAT HELP HAS BEEN GIVEN THEM ?

SUMMARY y

NoN.CRrISTIAN ErroxTs »or THE UPLIPFT OF THE PARIAR~

{a) The Attitade of Orthodox Hindus
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(4) The Mission to the Depressed Classes
(¢) The Efforts of the Theosophical Society
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(¢) The Mathabt Sikhs
{#) Government and the Outcastes

Tux Xzxp yor A Gryar Morivs

Noa-Chris» THE deplorable condition of the eutcastes of India cannot
?ﬂﬂmﬁﬂm" fail to arouse the sympathy of humane people. Hence we
of the Pacah, find that gon-Christians, as well as Christians, bave made
various and vigorous efiorts on their bebalf. In this chapter
we shall confine qurselves to the work of non-Christians, aad
shall seek to arrive at ap estimate of the results which their
efforts have so far produced.
{8) The 1f we ask whas Hinduism has done, it bas to be admitted
Ardtndeof ¢ nce that strictly orthodox Hinduism bas done nothing
Hindus, and can do pothing § In fact, it Is orthodox Hinduism which
bas made the pariah what he is to-day? Hinduisto iy as
much & social systera a3 a religion, and that social system
Is built upon caste, Whatever weakens caste weakers
Binduism. Here is an example of the hald which caste
stll maintains upon Hirda society s—A Hindu social re-
3 Foe an account of Hindnism, see ch. il of “ The Rcaaistaace Is
India,” by the Rev. C, ¥. Asdrewe,
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former recently introduced into the Legislative Council a
bill for legalizing civil marriages between Hindus of different
castes, It was'greeted with a chorus of "denunciations.
Crowded meetings were convened in all the large towns to
denounce this bill, which was roundly declared to be cal-
culated to undermine the foundations of Hindu society.
Even to permit intermarriage between castes to have & legal
status is, according 'to the large majority of Hindus, to
undermine Hinduism, Perhaps they are right, .perhaps'
wrong, but certain it is t.hat as long as the strata of society
are kept absolutely distinet from one another, so long will
the sufferings of the lowest stratum—the pariahs—continue,
for the lowest stratum bears the pressure of all the others
upon it. And caste is very ancient ; it is an integral part of
. the whole system, It is treated as of divine origin in the
- tenth book of Rig-Ved3, and was already at that time re->
* garded as & long-established fact, so that it is probably at
" least three thousand years old. . Consequently while a kind-
bearted orthodox Hindu may desire to make the pariah 8
litt}e less miserable, less filthy and less ignorant, he cannot
. consistently desire to make him anything else but a pariah,
for do not the laws of Manu? stamp the degradation of
lbe outcaste with the seal of religion ? However clean the
pariah may be, his touch ‘will forever defile the Hindu}
however kindly- treated, the pariah must forever be his serf,
It will be seen that this attitude makes mnything like
Lrotherhood between the castes and the pariahs an impose
sibility. Ylow can the caste man be a brother to the pariah
whose very shadow dcfiles his person or his food, and whota
ke cou'd not approach even at a moment of direst.nced ?
He cannot minister to the outcaste in sickness or in poverty
he cannot hold that personal intercourse with him which is
an indispensuble feature of the best social service. These
!Scap. s '
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things are out of the question. A moment’s reflection will
show how our own efforts at social reform at home would
bave been doomed at the outset if we had been hampered
like the Hindu, )

It is difficult for us to realize in what an iron grip caste
holds the Hindu, however well-intentioned he may be,
Caste rules every smallest action of his life, and the least
transgression of its laws brings down on him a punishment
which is, to our ideas, out of all proportion to the offence,
If he is to give himself seriously to any social reform, he
cannot avoid breaking caste law in one way or another,
We may gather something of what this involves from Sir
Monier Williams’s account, in his book on “ Brahmanism and
Hinduism,” of the ruin which befel a man who broke his caste
law. “ He was sentenced,” says Sir Monier, “ to complete
excommunication. No one, either of his own or any other
caste, was to be allowed to associate with him ; no one was
to have any trade dealings with him ; no one was to marry
any of his children; no temple was to receive him as a
worshipper ; and if he died no one was to carry his body te
the burning-ground. On the morning after the sentence
was passed, he went to the bazaar as usual, but not a person
would buy from him or sell to him ; he could get no home
to live in and none of his debtors would pay him theie
debts. It was impossible to sue them, as no one would give
evidence. He was a ruined man,”

We can scarcely be surprised that very few strict Hindus
dare face the prospect of such drastic excommunicatioy
It is this fear of social consequences which keeps many;
educated Hindu from putting into practice his convicti
as to the raising of the depressed classes, and other sorely«
peeded reforms. '

Such attempts have always been made by what we may
cantheexmldtwingolﬂinduiﬂn,lherdormed‘
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¢ ivanced, liberal or mofern reconstructions of Hindulsm, (b) The

Ocs of these is the ArviSamlj} & reforming ‘movement Ef;:"s:;*;‘;f
.started by Swiml Dayinanu, +. profoundly religious soul  * - _
who had seen mice defile the image which he was about to
worship, and thereupon renounced idolatry to seek God in
more spiritual ways, He preached throughout the length
and breadth of Northern India, and died in 1883, The sect
which he founded aims at a return to the purer religion of
the ancient Hindu scriptures, It rejects 'lolatry and caste
dlistinctions mthm its own membership ; that is to say-——all
adberents of the sect will eat or intermarry  with one
another without distinction of caste, though with regard to
outsiders the ordinary rules of caste are observed. I
recent years it has struck 8 new note in stirring up the
youth of India to greater patriotism, with the result that
meny thousands of young men in the Panjab and the
United Provinces are proud to be members of the Arya:
Saméj. It is said $o have absorbed into itself not a few
members of the depressed classes in those provinces,
though there is no means of knowing how many. That a
pariah can become a recognized member witlrull other
caste men of & religious association is certainly an advance
on the ordinary position though it does not carry him very
far, for all his relations who fail to join the Society (Samé.))
with kim must still be treated as outcastes,

Another very remarkable association s the Brahmo- {¢) The -
Sam1j} founded sbout eighty years ago, which approaches Eﬁ°g;’ag£m
much more nearly to the teaching of Christianity ; it even Sagaj,
veutures to have its ministers trained at Unitarian Colleges -
in Inglaod, It tries to harmonize the teachings of all
religions, and to show that Christian doctrines like the
Fatherhood of God are to be found in the ancient Hindu

1 For & full account of the foundation and teaching of the Aryd-Samij”

* and the Brahmo-Samij, see chaprer iv, of * The Renaissance in India”
s
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scriptures  when these are ihtly lnterpre-ed. T
brotherhood of man occupies s* promiveny a place fa ' !
tearhmg that we are ot & - rised to find members of thi
society turning their attcntion to the outcastes, Some of
- therstarted & Depressed Classes Mission " in Bengal a
few years ago, with a very comprehensive programme for
work, but the results bave been small, Some working-
mea’s schools have been started in Calcutta, and there is a
’xm.,smn to a tril: called the Nimasudras in Benga.l which
is carmm on five small primary schools of its own, The
last report of this work contains these words:—"' Lven
more than money we require men—men who would con-
secrate their lives to the sacred work of belping these
unfortunate countrymen of ours to rise from. the miserabls
condidolr to which they bave been doomed by azes ol
{gnotance, neglect and injustice.”  While, however, the
menbers of the Brahmo-Samaj have accomplished Little in
_ organized work of their own, it is noticeable that they ha-
largely furnished leaders to a nmew movement which b7
beep started amongst educated men in India and whic
+must be mentioned pext.

(4) The Witkia the last year or two some of the most e'\hghtenn
g‘tﬁm 4 members of the Hindu community, following the example

Depressed  of the Drahmo-Samdj, have been inaugurating a Missi':t

Classes. ' 45 the Depressed  Classes.” Note that it is called r
“ Mission,” That this movement i3 very largely due to the
stimulus of Christian Missions is not only apparent in it
name, but was frankly admitied in the public letters c?
appeal which started the movement :—“1f the outcistes
are not to be all gathered into the Chriztian fold, it is L ,./h

* tirae that HinJdus should bes.ir themselves an} save thera "

~that is the note wkich is struck again and arain, though
often it is foowed by a higher note =" If forcigness be
done 50 much for our degradud f-llow-countrymen, we



A Caste Girl giving an Outcaste to Diink (see 7z, 19, 20)
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te disgraced before all the world if we continue to do
notling.”
The principles of the movement are far from clear,
Is the pariah to be made less miserable but kept in
pis place all the same, or is Le to be no longer “un-
touchable” and to be admitted %o ordinary sccial inter-
course 7 No one dare give a plain answer to the question.
On the committees of the movement there are two sets of
leaders—those who are prepared to give up caste distine-
tions and treat the pariahs as the missionaries treat them,
and those who are mervous about going tuo fast and
unxious only to make the pariah’s lot a lictle better. It is
the latter party which at present always carries the day,
thouzh the truer view will doubtess come to prevail in
ture. Nevertheless, with &ll its weaknesses, the movement
is an indication of a remarkable change in public opinjon, and
1o carefal observers it is a striking sign of the times, It aims
at the elevation of the cepressed classes by education both
ortirary and technical, and by simple moral teaching, It
¥ inspired some men of the highest type to throw them-
', &8 nto this work with a disinterestedaess worthy of all
Y, It is a strong force in Lombay, Poona' zud
_ b"‘ culore, though in other places it is somewhat weak,
Lue reports of the Mission now show the fullowing
orpaiization :—12 centres of work, 16 secular schools with
191¥ pupils, 6 Sunday-schools, 5 Theistic congregations, 4
Jadusirial ipstitutes, 7 missionaries, a8 magazine, and an
“ual expenditure of {666 a year.
“ar moce Lnportant than the actual work this Mission
i vet accumplished for the depressed classes is the
vge which 1t is Likely to make in the feelings of Incian
wty toward tle masses. In this way it is able to do
wvaluabie woin,  There can be no doubt that educated
s are cemirg to feel in an altsgether new way that
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they have & responsibility towards the outcastes which

. they bave hitherto ignored. A bill recently brourht before

the Government by a great Indian patriot—Mr Gokhale—
to provide for compulsory elementary education in such,
areas of the country as are ripe for it, has been welcomed
with enthusiasm by educated Indians throughout the
land, on this ground among others, that 1t will be a potent
weans of elevating the depressed classes.t There is a some-
what pathetic belief that education (which, as provided by
Government, cannot in India be religious) will solve all
India’s problems.® But the sincere desire which is being
constantly expressed that the outcastes and the poorest
in the land may have the opportunity of bettering their
position in life is something new in India, and somethisg
over which we Christians may well rejoice. Somehow or
other the Christian influence for brotherhood is spreading
far beyond the bounds of the Christian community, and
we may yet live to see it work enormous social changes in
the whole country.

The Theosophical Society, presided over by Mrs Lesant,
has also turned its attention to the outcastes. Thensophists
bold - that the brotherhood of man forms part of the
doctrine which i3 common to all religions, .and cond,
quently have fe't bound to do something fur the pa.x.“f
In Madras the Socicty maintains four or five schools 4
pariah children, which are carried on with marked edura-
tional ability and are models to many schouls around
themn. Nevertheless it is noticealle that in spite of its
principles the Theosoplical Society in Indis finls iturlf
urable to take any strong stand against the caste system,

3 Mr Gokhale's bill was, bowever, thrown out,

¥ Ap interesting account of e luzaiia i Iniia, its relstiuntore coa
and jts modsrs prollems, wil be fwurd @ chap. o of 7 ¢
Recassacee i lodia,” by the Kev. C. F. Acelrews
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It cannot bring the high caste men into close religious or
social fellowship with the outcastes, and into the Central

. Hindu College in Benares, which is its greatest achieve-
ment, no outcaste is admitted.

In some parts of India Mobammedanism has exerted (0 Moham-
en important influence upon the outcastes. It is often ™€ and the
said that large numbers are being converted to Moham- Outcastes.
»medanism, but there is no evidence for this except in
a few nreas. In the western part of the Panjib nearly
all the Chirhis, & class of outcastes, have become
Mohammedans in “recent years. In Malabar, again,
Mohammedans have had many conversions from the
lower castes of Hindus, though when the census was
taken in rgor the Mohammedans had only increased by
9.r per cent, while Indian Christians had increased by
19 per cent. When a man has once become a Moham-
medan, he is freed from all social and religious disabilities
within the Mohammedan community, This, doubtless, is
very good for him, and Mohammedanisny certainly exerts -

a cvilizing influence upon degraded communities. But it
seems to raise them to & certain point, beyond which they
.nake no progress, and the very force which lifted them so
" r prevents them from rising higher. As Mr Gairdner
1as shown in “ The Reproach of Islam ™ (page 210), there
1s " & rise up to & certain level ; a dead stop at that level—
a low one after all ; & hardening ; and the inner deteriora=
tion that comes to those who, contented with a low ndeal

. 'me the enemies of a higher one.”

Sikhs (a sect whose founder was a Hindu reformer (g) The

. Panjib) have also made their contribution towards gﬁi‘m
. the depressed classes, though the movement
sed below began neither as & * Mission” like the
.m0 movement, nor as an effort at proselytism, like
ut of the Mohammedans. It came about in this way :—
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One of the Sikh guris (teachers) had been slain by their
Moslem enemies. The Sikh soldiers wished to take hi.
body to their sacred shrine for the funeral rites, but were
unable to do so without becoming ceremonially unclean.
A party of Chihrds offered, at considerable risk, to perform
this menial office. The grateful Sikhs considered hor.
they might repay this service and ﬁnally decided to receiv -
these Chuhris with “other promising mem: s of their
class, into the Sikh religion. This they dia, ard the’
Chihrds concerned became known as Mazhabi .Xkhs, or
Sikhs by religion. The Mazhabi Sikhs are now a consider-
able community ; they are recruited by the Goverament a
sappers and miners, and have an excellent reputation for,
bravery., Their posmon is very much better than that of
the ordinary Chihrd, though they are not admitted into’
social relationships with the true Sikhs. So this movement,
too, has its distinct limjtations,

(b) Govern.  The Government of India has always been sympathetiq

'6‘:‘:;“&“‘ towards the pariah, and has responded generously to appeals
on his behalf. An example of this may be seen in the case-
of the pewly irrigated Chendb Colomy in the Panjab.
When this reclaimed district was about to be colonize
various missions applied to the Government for grants
land for Christian colonists from among the depressec
classes. These grants were made, and, as & result, in thy
Chenib Colc y to-day there are prosperous villazes
inhabited by Christians mainly of Chihrd origin. The
Government has also made special efforts for the edurss
of the pariah, thouzh hitherto without any marked ¢
In most provinces the Government grant-in-aid .
education of & pupil from the depressed classes is
larger than the grant towards the education of a pupi.
the rest of soclety, Many of the Government rules
land-tenure, etc, are intended to give the outcastes
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ace of raising themselves, yet, for the reasons given in
first chapter, the social system frequently nullifies their

* st

It is good to see mon-Christians provoked unto good The Need for

orks,” and we wish them every success in their efforts ;a‘;'a‘:a:
+it those efforts are too recent, too small, and too much
Jdmulated by external causes for it to be possible at this
*age to s» “much about them. With the exception of the

ivities of the Mohammedans, all these reform movements
are setuar in their aims and methods, They seck to
educate, but not to convert; -to uplift mind and body,
rather than soul. We who believe that mo education,
technical or industrial, ¢an permanently uplift a man apart
from that newness of life which comes from Christ alone,
annot help fecling that our non-Christian brethren are
starting their work hopelessly handicapped. For a great
work needs a great motive to inspire it, and a great power
t0 keep it alive, The highest motives of these secular
 :formers are patriotism, or pity for an oppressed humanity—
-ine motives, both, but insufficient to provide continuous

inspiration for this tedious, difficult, and often disappointing
7ork.  To elevate a vast sunken mass of humanity, both

*"hrist's motive and His sustaining supernatural power are
* eded.

Here is a striking comparison which may well nge
us food for thought. The Mission to . Depressed
Classes reccives at any rate lip-homage from most of
the modern educated gentlemen in India. Its supporting
constituency 15 & vast one and includes many promingnt
uen, some of them rich. It raises about f666 a
year. There is one despised community which does not
even numerically form x per ceat, of the population—the
“rotestant Christian community s only § per cent. of the
population, As Hindu gentlemen are rather fond of
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reminding us, it is drawn very largely from the. low .
classes of society ; decidedly the majority in the commu
springs from the outcastes, There are very few rich ¢ °
among the Indian Christians. Yet only a year or t
before the Mission to the Depmsed Classes was start.
this poor - despised community formed a Nations ,
Missionary Society ” manned by Indian Christian e
supported by Indian Christian money, for the salvatid™
those who Live in the parts of India hitherto unreached
mission work, It has already an income of {800 a year,
raised largely from those who were once outcastes, And
this is only one of many efforts which the Indian Christian
community i3 making for the uplifting of its fellow-country-
men. Since the Mission to the Depressed Classes is by
far the largest and most serious attempt wlich bas hitherto
been mace on their behalf by non-Christians, it is surels
not unfair to point to this as an ilustration of our mair
" thesis, that there is one power alone which is equal to the
enormous task of the elevation of the depressed classes in
India. .
The eforts put forth by Christian Missions to redeem
these fifty millions of people are small enough—so small
that most of the work is yet untouched. But compared
with any other attempts they are great indeed. * Alter
all,” said & leading Nationalist, * when it comes to practice,’
Christianity alune is effecting what we Nationalists are erying
out for—namely, the elevation of the masses.” This is not
because we Christians are better people ; it is because we
have a stronger motive and a more sustaining power for
this work which makes such large demands. The work of
nplifing the outcastes is so extraordinarily dfficult and
‘exacting, it demands such infinite patience and faith in
the possibilities latent In degraded' humanity, that only
ooe supreme motive can inspire the long yeass of ua-
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Arymg toil that are necessary before success can be
obtained.

1t is easy to talk about brotherhood, both in England and
in India. In these days at every political meeting and every
trades’ club the term is used with very little meaning. And
nothing has been more noticeable in recent years than the
adoption of the term by Indian orators, whether speaking
on social, political, or religious topics.’ Most modern
educated Indians are prepared pubhcly to advocate universal
brotherhood with enthusiasm and sincerity, and yet, as a
matter of fact, that brotherhood makes terribly slow pro-
gress. . At & recent annual conference of an important
Hindu sect, an eloquent address on the essential oneness '
of a!l men and the folly of caste distinctions was immedi-
ately followed by light refreshments, Those refreshments
"had to be served separately to the different castes, because
the men who were advocating universal brotherhood were
not prepared to eat light refreshments in one another's
company. The incident is not exceptional but typical.
Everyone can see the greatness of the abstract ideal of
brotherbood, but I do not take rny serious trouble for my
unattractive neighbour until I learn to see in him my
“brother for whom Christ died.” Long ago Marcus
Aurelius spoke noble words concerning the essential one-
ness of all men, but when he found in his empire certain
people called Christians whose patience seemed to him
fanatical and debased, and whose religion appeared contrary
to imperial interests, he was quite willing to have them

tortured to death. It is only the valuation set upon the
life of each individual by Christ and the serious persevering
love of all men kindled and renewed by His mdweilmg
Spirit, that are adequate to such tasks s are waiting to be
done before millions of India’s burnblest children can be
lifted out of the mire. There are gigantic difficulties to
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-encounter, heart-breaking disappointments to face; itis s -
work not for 8 few months or years, but for generations,
Who could help giving it up in- disgust, save Christ and
those whom He inspires? But Christ has not given up
this task, and part of the story of what His servants have
already accomplished will be told in the rest of this book.
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CHAPTER I
HOW THEY HAVE uovrln IN MASSES TOWARDS CHRIST

SUMMARY
Tut BRGINNINGS OF MASS-MOVEMENTS—
. {a) The Work of Schwars
(8) The Work of Ringeltaube
(¢} The Pariahs of Sonth India move towards Christianity
(4) The Movement in North India
How Mass-Movisgnts ORIGINATE AND DEVELOP— :
{#) The Chiihri Movement in the Panjab: the Story of Dit
(#) The Missionary sows the Seed
() The Pariahs’ Approach to the stswnary
{4} The Conditions of Beptism
{¢) Persecution of Inquirers and Converts
(/) The Time of Probation .
Tax Trus MEANING OF MAss-MOVEMENTS

Ir was in the extreme south of India that the down-trodden The Be-
classes of society first began to move in thousands towards %A“;":" of
Christianity, While England and France were engaged in Movements.
the last fearful struggle for power in India, there was one
man who bad the right of entrance into all camps, even into
the courts of native rulers, and who everywhere showed
himself & mighty champion of the right. His name was (a\ The
Christian Frederic Schwarz, It was he who won the con- Sch:u:
fidence of many thousands of Shinirs in Tanjore and other
districts.  Shinirs are not strictly outcastes, but are
sullidently low in the scale of castes to be regarded by
Brihmans as much the same class of people as outcastes.
Their tradivonal occupation is the climbing of toddy trees,

3* . )
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The details of the story cannot be told here, but when
Schwarz died, about 18,000 of these people were Christians.

The same movement spread into the native state of
Travancore. A lonely intrepid missionary, the great
Ringeltaube, with a timid band of Indian Christian com-
panions, entered the state of Travancore, * My timid com-
panions,” he says in his diary of April 26th, 1806, “ tremble
st every step, being now on ground altogether in the power
of the Brihmans, the sworn enemies of the Christian name.”

. Well might they tremble, for many a danger as well as many

(c) The
Pariahs of
South India
more
towards
Christianity,

# hardship awaited them in that beautiful country, It was
an immense stronghold of Hinduism, and was about the last
place where large accessions to Christianity could be ex-
pected.  But when Ringeltaube departed ten years later he
left behind him 747 bapuzed Christians, Eleven years later
there were 2851, and every year thereafter showed & marked
increase. A bundred years later the mission with which
Ringeltaube was connected numbered 73,000 Christians,
and it i3 by no means the only Christian community in
Travancore, But in those early days the lowest classes
of all, the real outcastes, were very little influenced by
the new religion. In fact, the story of how they came to
see & way of hope in Christianity is & very recent one,
Christianity had been a long time in the country before it
touched any outcaste community as a whole.

At last, however, it began to penetrate the dull conscious-
pess of the parish that a light had come which could lightea
his darkness. In the south the movement began in Travan-
core, where four thousand pariahs in two small districts were
baptized in one year, in 1867, But it did pot spread very
far until the fearful famine of 31876-79 gave India a new
and stiking demonstration of the spirit of Christianity,
Hundreds of thousands of people were dying in the Tamil
and Telugu countries. Government was duing what it
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could in face of a hopeless mass of misery, There were
few railroads, and grain brought from other countres by
sea rotted on the beach at Madras while people two bundred
miles away starved for lack of it. At this crisis missionaries
everywhere co-operated with Government in the work of
relief, raising funds among their own supporters at home,
carrying out earthworks, and so finding employment for
many poor people, and doing all that pity and their close
contact with the people enabled them to do to help the
sufferers, Missions were too busy at that time to be
baptizing many new adherents, and in many cases, as &
precaution against conversion from impure motives, the rule
was made not to baptize people until the famine was over.
But safter the famine thousands of people came over to
Christianity, The following rough table will give some
idea of the numbers who )omed the Christian Church :—~

No. of

Mission. District Time. Baptisms,

American Baptist Mission? [ Ongole. .| Oneyear ~. .| 9,606
Two Anglican Societies . | Tinnevelly .| One year (1880) | 19,000
Wesleyan Mission. . , .| Hyderabad | Twenty years . { 12,000
(Deccan)
Church Missionary Society | Warangal | Twenty years . | 15,000

‘ snd Ellore

The London Mission in the Telugu country baptized
10,000 people within a few years, and the American Lutheran
Mission at Guntur reaped a similar harvest, Examples of
this great increase are also shown by the following Bglres
from the Government censuses :—In the Hyderibad State
the number of Christians has risen from 23,000 in 1901 to

¥ For years afterwards the annual increase of this Mission ren into

thousands. It bas wow 53,748 members, as against 3269 before the
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- 54,000 in 1911, In the Telugu country it bad risen from
29,132 in 1871 to 222,150 in 1901,
(&) The iy Ec¢ long similar movements began further north. The
North India. o American Methodist Episcopal Mission, working in the
United Provinces and the Panjib, has devoted itself to
winning the outcastes, Adopting & policy ¢f widespread
and speedy baptisms, this Mission has actually gatheied
00,000 Christians into its fold. Again, in the Panjib
the American United Presbyterian Mission, which had
153 Christians in 1875, has now a Christian community
which not only numbers 40,000 souls, but which increased
last year (1910) by 25 per cent, in the twelve months. The
recent census shows that Indian Christians in the Panjib
have increased by 431.6 per cent, in the last ten years—
surely ao amazing growth.}

These are only figures, and they are far from complcte,
but what an extraordinary story they tell to anyone who
will bring a Christian imagination to bear upon them. It
is wonderful that within & generation these people, speaking
many different languages, living in areas as far apart from
ooe another in some cases as Constantinople is from London,
with no common bond but & common misery, should have
been stirred by any desire for improvement. Dut it is far
more wonderful that they should with such determination have
fixed vpon the Christian religion as their objective,

% Like plants in mines which never sce the sun,
But dream of bim and guess where be may be,
And do theis best to climd and get to him.”

Very decp was the mine in which the outcastes found

¥ Thi: Government ecusus counts more Indian Christians thas the
Missicaary Societics, which segzeits that there sre people who have
oot been admitted by any mison, yet who desise 1o be counted a8
Chrisiana
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themselves, but in our own generation the worling of
God’s spirit has guided them absolutely right. They are
still climbing, and the light which they have reached is
still dim, but they are getting nearer to the full sunshine
all the time, S

Now let us leave this general sketch of the history and
growth of mass-movements, and look more closely into the
circumstances which give rise to them and the conditions
under which they develop. ‘ . _

The rise of the great Chithrd movement in the Panjib How Mass.
through the conversion of one man is & striking instance gggﬁgﬂ
of one way in which mass-movements may originate. and
We quote the story as given by Dr Gordon in *Far Develop.
North in India”:—"In & village three miles south-west %1),&25
of Mirili there lived a man of the low and much- Movementin
despised Chilhrd tribe, by name Ditt—a dark little man, EI'EI: Psatlgib:
lame of one leg, guiet and modest in his manners, of f;m, 24
with sincerity and earnestness well expressed in his face, :
and at that time about thirty years of age. . The business
by which he earned a scant subsistence for himself and -
family was the buying up of hides in the neighbourhood
and sclling them at a small profit to dealers, This was
the man with whom the movement began, ‘He heard the
Gospel from a Christian convert of much higher social rank,
who, in many respects, was a ‘weak brother.’ However,
the latter won this low caste man and brought him to Rev.

Samuel Martin for baptism. The unusual feature of the
case was that here was & man who wished to be baptized
s Christian and then wanted fo go back to live amang his
people. The missionaries had met with the opposite course
50 long that some had come to think that it was not possible,
perhaps, for a man to go back after baptism to bis former
calling, and others had come to believe that it was not
advisable for the new convert to leave them until he had
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received some extended instruction. Here, however, was
a new situation, and the outcome was that the man was
baptized, and after baptism returned to his home,

“ Ditt had five brothers, who, with their families, number-
ing about sixty persons, all lived in Mirall and adjacent
villages ; his personal acquaintance also, beyond the circle
of his relatives, was numerous in that region. As he went
about among them from village to village, while attending

to his business, he not only let it be known that he was a
Christian, but also invited friends and neighbours to come
and believe with him upon his newly-found Saviour.

“His own relatives, according to the Scriptures, were
first and fiercest in manifesting their resentment. Banding
against him, they held indignation meetings, some saying
ironically, * Oh, ho | you bave become a Sthib (gentleman)’ ;
others,* You have become a Be-Imin (one without religion).
His sister-in-law assailed him with—* Alas, my brother, you
bave changed your religion without even asking our counsel ;
our relationship with you is at an end. enceforth you
shall neither eat, drink, nor in any way associate with us.
One of your legs is broken already ; so may it be with the
other.

“To these jeers and reproaches, showered upon our
humble convert by the whole circle of his relatives, be
meekly but stoutly replied, * Very well, my brethren; if it
pleases you, you may oppose me and load me with
reproaches and abuse; but your opposition will never
induce me to deny Christ.!

“In August 3873, some three months after Ditt bad
made a public confession of his faith, he enjoyed the great
pleasure of seeing bis wife and daughter, and two of his near
neighbours, turn, on his invitation, to Jesus as their only
Saviour ; and after iostructing them to the extent of Lis
ability, be, potwithstanding his lameness, joyously accom-
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panied them on foot to Siilkot, a distance of full thirty
miles, for the sole purpose of introducing them to the
missionaries. Mr Martin, after satisfying himself ag to
their knowledge of Christ, their faith in Him as theix
Saviour, and their purpose to"obey His commands, baptized
them, after which, following the example of Ditt, they
immediately returned to their- village homes, In February
1874 this diligent and successful evangelist, by no means
limiting his labours to his kindred, but widely extending
his influence, escorted to Siilkot as trophies four more men
from his neighbourhood, who, in like manner, being received
into the Church, returned immediately to their villages.
One of these, Kikd by name, a resident of Miral{ and the
first male convert from among Ditt’s own relatives, heartily
joined his active friend in aggressive work, publishing
among his idolatrous neighbours the glad tldmgs of a
Saviour for lost sinners.

“From this small beginning in the neighbourhood of
Mirali, in 187374, and from like beginnings elsewhere,
the glorious Gospel spread steadily from bouse to house
- and from village to village, new converts as they joined the
Christian ranks uniting with the old in telling the glad
tidings of & Saviour of sinners, a Friend of the poor, and
inviting their heathen neighbours to ‘come,’ until the
movement embraced within its benign and saving influence
scores of villages &nd hundreds of families,” :

Another way in which & mass-movement often starts is (b) The
somewhat as follows :—A missionary bas been touring up “:i“:;’:”
and down a district preaching to everyone who will listen Seed,
to him, He not only speaks to the caste men in “their
street ; be goes into the outcastes’ quarters, tells them some
home truths about the state of their morals and their street,
yet boldly assures them that they are worth as much to
God as the Bribmans are. Like water on a duck’s back
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the address seems to flow over the heads of the chattering,
spitting, grinning crowd, and the missionary goes his way
to the next village, This takes place again and again, and
it all seems very futile, But it is not quite so futile as it
seems, for two or three of the best people have been slowly
coming to understand that the message given, if only it i
true, is one which is good news for the outcaste, and they
are beginning to feel vague discontent with their present
condition. They have relatives in another village not far’
away who have been baptized, whose children have been
educated, and who seem to bave a religion very superior in
its results to their former devil-worship. But all this is toa
vague to lead to any momentous decision, until a crisis
comes, which brings matters to a head, Perhaps the head-
man of the caste village for some reason or other becomes

'very angry with one of the pariahs just mentioned, and in

order to wreak vengeance upon him has resorted to the
common device of & false prosecution. The cause of the
head-man’s wrath may simply be that the pariah has spoker,
to the missionary. False witnesses are dirt-cheap, the
police constables are easily squated, and in a very short
time the pariah is in gacol charged with stealing a sheep
which never existed. The pariahs are full of consternation,
and do pot know where to turn for advice or help. One of
them conceives the bright idea of secking the help of the
missionary.

Forthwith a deputation tramps away to the nearest
camp where the missionary and his native evangelist are to be
found. The missionary Listens to the story ; he has heard
toc manytsimilar ones to be surprised, and be has his
answer ready. There is nothing that be can do, for the
law must take its course. But he expresses sympathy and
gives some practical advice. Especially he extorts Lis
hearers to go boldly as witnesses to the law-court, tell the



HOW THEY HAVE MOVED TOWARDS CHRIST 39

exact truth, and believe that God is on the side of truth,
" If the case is & particularly glaring one, he may send the
evangelist to introduce the pariahs to & lawyer, on the strict
understanding that the expenses are paid by the pariahs
themselves, Sometimes it is bitter indeed for the mis-
sionary to find that he can do so littlé to resist such grievous
wrongs. But often enough that little changes the attitude -
of the pariahs to the Christian religion. It may be that the
false charge breaks down and the missionary’s advice is
triumphantly vindicated. Even if the case ends badly and
the innocent suffer, the pariahs feel that if only the
missionary’s religion prevailed in their country, things
would be better. One day after much talking among them-
selves they go to the mission bungalow again and calmly
announce that they have decided to adopt the missionary’s
religion. Rather to their surprise he does not exactly receive
them with open arms, His answer is something like this :—
“Your decision is very good and I hope you will keep (d) The

it. But before you can join the Christian religion you Spercws
must understand it far better than you do at present.
Being a Christian does not only mean being baptized ; it
means knowing sbout Jesus Christ, following Him and
learning to live like Him. If I received you at once into
my religion, you might bring disgrace upon it. So if you
seriously mean to join this religion, you must go through
& time of testing. You must promise now to come to
Christian worship on Sundays and to learn all that we are
able to teach you about Jesus Christ. Your children must
be sent to school. You must give up idol-worship
absolutely, and altogether ; you must also give up fornica-
tion, toddy-dricking and carrion-eating, If you will go on
steadily doing that, after some time—it may be six months
or it may be & yeas—I shall know that you understand
what it means to be Christians, and that you are fixed and
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sincere in your deslre. "Then only will it be possible for
me to baptize you.”

+ Such an answer gives an 1dea of the fundamental
demands commonly made by missions before they admit
inquirers to baptism, though naturally there is some vada-
tion of practice as to the precise standard of life, of know-
ledge, and of Teligious experience which different missions .
require.

There is one feature of the time of prepmnon and test-
ing which we must not fail to mention, and that is that the
inquirer will very likely pass through a serious test in the
shape of petty persecution. It .is so commonly assumed
that in India only the high caste man suffers for his faith,
that we must try to make this point particularly .clear,
Census officers who bive to suggest an explanation of the
large increase in the number of Christians are apt to
explain that the pariah bas nothing to lose and everything
to gain by becoming a Christian, and thers is doubtless
some truth in what they say. Yet almost every district
missionary knows that there are few villages in which his
work has been able to make headway without encountering

_fierce opposition from the caste men, Considering that

these men are in danger of losing, on the advent of
Christianity, those who have been virtually their hereditary
serfs, it would be strange indeed if they did not hate it.
Christianity mmakes s man a better labourer than he was
before ; but when it treats him as & human being with rights
as well as duties, when it teaches him to read and write
and encourages in him independence of character, it is
thereby seriously interfering with the social conditions to
which the caste man largely owes his present unchallenged
supremacy. Consequently for & time the Christian pariah
has to submit to more cruel hardships and greater
indignities than ever before. WLen he is in trouble he
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cannot get his heathen employer or the village trader to
allow him the concessions allowed to everyone else. If he
applies for a Joan of seed he receives the mocking answer,
“You have left the religion of your forefathers and fallen
into the Christian way. Go to your Padres (the mis-
sionaries) ; you have no right to come to us,” Many a paor
pariah is beaten, many a false prosecution is filed in court,
many an ancient mortgage is pitilessly foreclosed, before a
mass-movement can make real progress in a district: As
the movement grows stronger some of the ill-treatment
perforce ceases, but in its early days many a poor outcaste
suffers for his new-found Lord in ways which sound vulgar
and unromantic, but which are terribly hard to bear,
* A missionary tells of a village in which he and his
colleagues were warmly welcomed on their first visit. He
goes on to say: “ We returned after about three weeks.'
It was about five o’clock in the evening when we reached
the village, and the men were just returning home from
their. day’s labour. Not one noticed us. Each passed to
his bouse and remained there. After waiting some time
and finding that we could not get an audience we moved
on, disappointed and perplexed, As we passed through a
tope (grove) at the end of the cheri (pariah portion of the
~ village) s man came to us from the cheri and said, ¢ Please
come to us after dark; we will sce you then’ We
returned at about eight o'clock, Then all came around us
and we had a good time. We learned that after our last
visit threa leading men of the cheri had been severely
beaten because they dad held conversations with us. They
had been promised more if they dared to welcome us
sgain. Having mortgaged their lands and houses, them-
selves and their sons, they dared do pothing which would
incur the anger of their lords and masters: hence their
sssumed indifferepce to our presence in daylight.”
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Here is another story of a pariah convert from the
Madras district; it has a special point in it for English
“readers ~-Erran and his family were baptized a few weeks
ago under dramatic circumstances. For want of room in
his house we held the baptismal service in the street of the
hamlet where he lives. In the middle of our service the
landlords of the place sent their servants with sticks to beat
and drive off our congregation, while they, with angry and
threatening looks, stood at the entrance of the village street,
which they would not defile themselves by entering, as it
belonged to the pariahs. ,Under the frown of men, but
with" the smile of God upon him, Erran professed the
faith, and took the name of Jacob. Since then his treat-
ment by those landlords has been one long story of violence
and injustice on their, part, and of steadfast courage on
his. When he had tilled his land, they reaped and seized
the harvest. They threatened him with dire punishment if
he took the fruit of a tamarind tree which is in his back-
yard and which for many years he had enjoyed. They cut
bim off from work. Others are reaping their harvest now,
He has none to reap. It is no easy matter to secure justice
for him, as the land-tenure of that place is of a peculiar
pature which makes it impossible for the Government to
intervene between landlord and tenant. But whatever the
issue may be, we all thank God with wonder as we sce the
fim faith of this humble man and his wife and children,
" This week I had a letter from a friend in England
which may explain the secret of this patient faith. It
runs thus: * I was very much touched with your account
of tte man Erran, and Rave prayed for kim every
dzy” That touch with the higher reality of the spirit-
world has produced efiects in the mind of s man eight

- thousand miles away,
A final example of such persecution may be quoted from



The Fvoluuon of a Church, No. 2



HOW THEY HAVE MOVED'TOWARDS CHRIST 43

the parrative of a Wesleyan missionary in Hyderabid—

Nizim’s Dominions :—*In this case the persecutor is a

village chief, & rich man, able and ready to employ the

corruptest of means to gain his unrighteous ends. A

Christian family has for twenty years cultivated lands near
his village. In May end June last they were. forcibly

driven off, their ploughs burned and other property

destroyed. Appeal for redress was made before the -
Government authorities, But to add to their difficulties,

and, if possible, prevent them from appearing to further

their plea, a false charge of ¢ house-breaking * was concocted
against these farmer brothers and their catechist, They

were suddenly and summarily marched off to gaol forty

miles distant, and suffered many hardships as they went.
We were able to intervene in time to thwart the evil design
and prevent a miscarriage of justice. But for weeks this

little band of Christian men were kept marching between a

court forty miles from their vﬂla.ge on one side and thirty

on the other.} - The hired * witnesses * took fright and could

not be dragged to the court, and the charge- of ‘house-

breaking® was dismissed. The other case still proceeds,

and must proceed until the oppressors have been success-

folly resisted and our people are once again enjoying

rights which are ina!iennbly theirs, We have never seen a

sign of wavenng in the faith and loyalty of one of these

men.”

These stories, which could with perfect ease be almost
indcfinitely multiplied, are given because they represent a
side of the mass-movements which is often ignored, but which
is very real in most districts. It is through much tribulation
that some of the outcastes are taking even the first steps

! A mogistrate in India travels over a wide district. Thus either
plaintiff or defendant may bave to follow the court many miles from
oae side of the distsict to the other.
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that lead to the Kingdom. The fact that hardships of this
particularly galling kind bave not been able to stop them
deepens not & little our sense that there is an influence
greater than human behind this extraordinary movement.*
A period of probation forms a part of the almost universal
practice in missions which do what is called mass-movement
work, and its necessity is obvious to all who are familiar
with the outcastes. Volumes could be filled with examples
of the strange motives which have first impelled some of
the people to approach the Christian missionary. One
man is on the police list of K.D.'s (s.e. “known depre-
dators ”), and imagines quite erroneously that the police are
less likely to trouble him if he is under the wgis of
mission. Another has a debt of {20, and supposes that
the missionary will }consider {20 a low price for the
privilege of baptizing him, An old man recently explained

- that he liked Christian funerals so much that he decided to

join the religion. The writer has heard another man relate
how some years ago he had himself no particular thought
of becoming a Christian, but his neighbour Viran had
promised a missionary to take this step. When the
missionary, taking the promise seriously, paid a special
visit to the village to see Viran, be took fright and decamped.
The missionary seemed so disappointed that my friend
obligingly _ substituted himself as an inquirer, with the
result that he was ultimately baptized, and is now an elder.
It is clear that with such people & period of instruction and
testing before baptism is absolutely necessary, unless the
Christian community is to be swamped with an unregenerate
mass of self-seekers. It is'during this period that the real
foundation of future work is laid, and the instruction given
at this time is of vital importance. In most cases it is
faithfully given, and the testing strictly carried out. The

. average missionary in his testing rejects ten candidates for
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baptism for every one whom he accepts. Unfortunately,
sometimes the missionary’s district is so large and the
hands of all the mission workers are already so full that
the instruction of the new-comers is hasty and careless.
Bad work of that kind courts disaster, and therein lies the
chief peril of the mass-movements,

Putting together the facts mentioned in this chapter it is The True.
possible to get some understanding of the meaning of a ¢ MI::sg
mass-movement.  The following aspect of the matter, Movements.
however, is not sufficiently understood by British supporters
of missions and should be very [carefully noted :—When a
missionary book or periodical ‘tells of the admission of
(perhaps) four bundred persons into the Christian Church
in a single district, that does not mean that there have been
four bundred “conversions” in the technical religious
sense of that term. Among the four hundred there may
be a very few who are convicted of sin and who believe in
Jesus Christ as their Redeemer, But on the whole such a
statement means that some four hundred humble souls are
groping after something better, and have put themselves
under the wing of Christ's Church. They apprehend the
“ something better ” very dimly and vaguely, but they are
sure that it centres in the name of Jesus Christ. They
bave entered a new environment, and their feet are set on
s long road of progress instead of being firmly fixed in the
old bog of their superstitions. As they grow in knowledge
and experience one figure will become more and more clear
to them, replacing the spiteful and capricious beings who
have clouded all their past life, and that is the figure of
our Lord Jesus Christ. Some day there will, we trust,
come to them that definite individual experience of Christ’s
saving grace which in England we call conversion. But
even now surely the change is wonderful enough, and bas
in it the potentiality of all future glories.
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There are still not a few people who distrust mass-move-
ments because they take them to be a substitute, for that
definite supernatural work of grace in the individual’s heart
which alone is full salvation. No one in India regards
them as such a substitute. The mass-movement is a first
step on the road that ultimately leads to full individual
conversion, and for most of the people in India it is an
indispensable first step. When it is realized that through
thousands of years in India the whole weight of the social
system has been applied to crushing out individuality, and
subjecting every part of the individual’s life to the custom
of his class, then it will be seen that, whatever takes place
in abnormal cases, the normal line of progress of Christianity
will be that first the class as & whole must move towards
Christ,- and then, under the new bencficent influence,
individual aspirations can be quickened and individual
wills can be strcngthcned for definite personal decisions to
serve Christ.

In most cases to-day, bowever ignorant the outcast: may
be, his baptism means to him a profoundly important
turning-point in his life, To cease looking towards powers
of darkness and to begin to look, however vaguely, towards
Christ ; to leave gross habits and to have moral demands
constantly made upon him; to know that however con-
temptibly he'is treated in the village, the supreme God is
ready to treat him as a son—surely this changé is proof
marvellous enough that the Spirit of God is at work, and
it is an earnest of yet greater changes to follow. The
outcastes come blindly, like those crowds in the Gospel
who followed Christ for the sake of the loaves and fishes,
but they too come to Christ, and sooner or later they feel
His presence, learn the lessons He teaches, and receive
His salvation,
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" CHAPTER IV
HOW THE OUTCASTES ARE BEING TAUGET

SUMMARY

FOLLOWING UP & Mass-MOVEMENT
INSTRUCTION AND EDUCATION OF CONVERT§w
. (@) A School.in an Outcaste Village
(4) Adult Schools
{4 Boarding-Homes
(d) Industrial Work
(¢) Agricultural Settlementa
Tus InporTANCE OF EDUCATION

We have said something of the way in which congregationg Following
among the outcastes are being gathered ; probably most } oﬁfﬁt
people in England would be astonished to hear how many
of them are being gathered, There are little Christian con-
gregations of this kind in literally thousands and thousands
of villages in India. -There are even a few districts where,
among the outcastes, the Christians are in the majority,
The social difficulties which used to press very hardly upon
the Christians—e.g. the difficulty of finding suitable husbands
for their daughters among people of their own religion—are
in such districts actually beginning to be felt by the heathen
minority, Even- where things are far less sdvanced, in
many districts the number of accessions from the depmssed
classes is steadily growing, and often enough missionaries
have to discourage mew candidates for baptism, because
they cannot possibly provide them with teachers. Every
Dnew congregation means & serious addition to the existing
‘ |



Instructions
and Educa-

tionof '

Converts.

(a) A School
in m Out.

Viuage.

48 - THE OUTCASTES' HOPE

amount of organized work. Enough was said in the last
chapter to show that baptism marks the beginning, not.the
end, of the work of missions for the pariah. He is the merest
babe in the Christian life. Mis notions even of right and
wrong are of the most elementary and faulty kind. Since
he cannot read or write he depends entirely upon such
religious teaching as the mission can give. Consequently
anyone can see that the whole question as to the success
of mass-movements—as to whether we are preparing for
the Church of the future a crushing incubus of baptized
heathenism, or & great body of living Christians—depends
upon the care and instruction which these new communities
receive, In season and out of season, for many a long year
to come, the mission must be steadily teaching the outcaste,
teaching his wife, and teachmg his child. This means that
in every mass-movement village the mission must place an
Indian worker commonly called a teacher-catechist, who
combines the offices of pastor to the flock and teacher to
the school.

Let us look at this school first of all. - It is not Like the
Council Schools of England, for it is very likely boused in
s building costing about {3, But it is a Government-
aided school, controlled by Government educational codes,
and annually inspected by Covernment. In theory, there-
fore, it begins at certain stated hours, and keeps to -
scientific time-table; but as there is no such thirg as &
watch in the village, and as the pupils have other duties,
such as cattle-minding, to attend to as well as their studies,
theory and practice are apt to differ, The teaching does
not go beyond the fourth standard—in most cases not beyond
the third. The course of instruction is designed both
to give the pupils & sound gereral elementary education sad
to fit them for village life, From the missionary’s point of
vicw the Scripture kesson is the most important of all. Of



A Pariah School

Boarding-Home Boys at Work



HOW THE OUTCASTES ARE BEING TAUGHT 49

course no cognisance is taken of it by the Government, and
in some parts of India it must be given out of the regular
school hours, but it is systematically done according to a
syllabus prepared at head-quarters, and the teacher knows
that the missionary on his rounds will be sure to examine
that subject with special care. Returns for these schools
have to be regularly submitted to the mission, to the local
suthorities, and to the provincial governments. Let this
be remembered by teachers in England, who often suffer
from the necessity of filling up Form A, Form C, and so
on; let it also be remembered that it is no uncommon
thing for one missionary to be the responsible manager of
sixty or eighty such schools, and then the amount of office-
work involved will be partly understood. A

But supposing that in imagination we pay .a surprise visit
to one of these schools to-day, what are we likely to find ?
Wel, first we shall probably find that the teacher is not
taken by surprise. There is some mysterious telepathy
which seldom fails to wamn the willage teacher of an
impending “surprise visit.” Perhaps the secret of it is that
with our white umbrellas or sun-hats we were seen across
the rice-fields & full quarter of & mile away by the Lively
young persons who were tending the goats, whereupon they
rushed off to the teacher, and some of them even made a
hurried arrangement for those goats and sat down demurely
in the class to await inspection. However, the line of skinny
little brown forms seated on the floor is shorter than it
should be. The teacher has not had time to cover up some
of the more cbvious deficiencies, for out of fifty children on
his register less than twenty are present. - A glance at the
time-table shows that the lesson now proceeding ought to
have been over half an hour ago. Being fresh from home,
you may consider these blemishes so serious that the rest of
the work Is scarcely worth inspecting. But the more
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experience you gain of Indian villages and of the really
enormous difficulties in the way of the pariah child’s regular
and punctual attendance at school, the more you feel that
although strict ideals must always be held before the teacher,
yet he must not be too hardly dealt with when he fails to
attain to them. So let us quietly go on with the inspection,
From our copy of the mission syllabus we know how far
in each subject the children of each class should bave:
advanced at this period of the year, and we test them
accordingly. We find the work to be of very mixed quality.
Those shy little infants sitting cross-legged with some sand
in front of them ought to be able to write ten easy letters
in the sand with their fingers, but when asked to write 8
single letter the little fingers pause, until one boldly puts
down the wrong letter, promptly followed by all the rest, to
the great indignation of the teacher standing by. We know
what that means, These children have been following the
ancient indigenous method, forbidden by the mission, of
learning the alphabet. For hours they have sat there
shouting the names of the letters in a kind of chant, led
by a boy who knows the alphabet, but the sounds so
vigorously vociferated have had no connection in their
small minds with the particular symbols which the chorus-
leader has been writing with his finger, and which they
bave imitated obediently, but quite mechanically, When
we turn to hear the second standard boys read, we
notice a suspicious glibness in the flow of the first boy’s
words. Taking the book from the boy’s band we tell him
to continue, which he does just as well wilhout the book |
He has memorized the whole bock, and is not really reading
at all. We ask the fourth standard boys s very simple
mental arithmetic problem about the price for which a man
sold his cocoa-puts, but meet with a hopeless, blank stare,
Nevertheless, when the teacher at our request conducts »
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nature-study class for the third standard, about the palmyra
tree, or the local grain crops, the class is alive and interested,
and clearly has enjoyed previous lessons, When the fourth
standard children are asked to ‘write in their own words a
well-known story, and to draw a picture underneath it, they
write quite nicely, and the picture, though in few cases
bearing much resemblance to the object supposed to be
depicted, yet shows such vigour and originality that we
know at once that the children have often done drawing,
and have learned much from it. Best of all, in the Scripture
lesson the tiny children in the first standard are able to tell
one or two stories"in their own style, lisping, concise as a
telegram, yet conveying the main point; and some of the
older children can evidently see the bearing of the lesson on
ordinary life. .

After a couple of hours’ patient listening and question-
ing, we feel that perhaps it would be unreasomable to
expect the teacher to do very much better, The register
shows that most of his scholars miss at least two days out
of every week’s attendance. Just as Samuel was making
some progress, threshing time came and there was extra
work to be done in the village, so Samuel had to go as
additional hand for a caste man for a month or two until
the pressure of work was over. Then he came back, having
forgotten in two months what he had learned in four. Most
of the little girls are in charge of a baby only a size smaller
than themselves, for their mothers as well as their fathers
are out in the fields doing coolie work, and will not return -
till dark, A considerable proportion of the scholars is sure
to be out beyond the cactus hedges, near the bank of the
great “tank " or under the scanty shade of a thorn tree,
looking after the village cattle, to whose welfare their
educational progress is unbesitatingly sacrificed by their
pareats.  After all, the boy gets a meal of gruel for minding
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the caste man’s buffaloes ; he gets nothing tangible for going
_ to school ; and such considerations weigh heavily with ill-fed
men and women. “ What's the use of education to my
boy # ” asks the father ; “ will he wear a coat and trousers
like a white man and get a pension? As to my daughter,
what's the use of education to the girl who blows the fire ?

The more one studies the sodal conditions, the less he
wonders that pariah schools are so poorly maintzined, and
the more thankful he feels for the good work that has
actually been done. So when we bave sent those poor
skinny little children home to whatever apology for a meal
they can get, we do not deal very severely with the teacher,
He wants some criticisms, but he wants encouragement still
more. After all, there are a few children in that school
whose horizon has been so widened that they can never
again be imprisoned in the superstitions of their forefathers.
There are some who can so read and write that they will
never be as absolutely at the mercy of unscrupulous village
accountants as their fathers are at present. What is much
more important, there are one or twa who have as definite
and clear a knowledge of Jesus Christ as the average village
child in England,

We visit three other achools before the day is over, and
at the end of the day we feel that while there are many
faults to be found with the work of the schools in detall,
yet that work is laying the foundation of a great and worthy
accomplishment—the building up of a race of men out of
material which bas hitherto been treated as human waste.
The hundred or so of little brown children whom we have
seen represent & mighty stream of little ones which has
flowed into mission schools to-day and flowed out again,
with some new and pure element in it, to bless and ferulize
the desert land. Moreover, here and there in the most
unlikely places we have seen childrea of wonderful promise,
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end made a mental note of them,, It may be that after
giving them further education and training we shall find in
then» true end faithful workers for the future. No, this
school work may be very poor from a Government in-
spector s point of view, but it is wonderfully worth doing.
It is not being done for the children only. In very (b) Adult

many places night-schools are being held for the young Schools.
men who have to work all day but who wish to learn to
‘read and write. The outcastes as a'class are shiftless and
unenterprising, yet I have seen a father sitting down after &
hard day in the fields to do the second standard lessons
which his little girl has already learned. Surely there was
some courage there. I remember another village where
the teacher lived 8 mile away, and often he could not hold
the night-school. But when he could hold it he put a
lantern on the rising ground behind his garden, and at the
sight of that lantern a little band of youths started out in
the pitch darkness to cross a mile of snake-infested jungle-
land, and studied till it was too Jate to return home, so
that they slept on the floor of the school-house. Another
instance of zeal and determination in the face of grim
difficulties comes to mind. There were some young men
who had walked eight miles to & place where road-mending
work could be hed; they had worked hard all day for
twopence each and had walked eight miles back to their
homes in the evening. Yet at g p.m. they were in their
places in the night-school as usual. These young men
were candidates for baptism, and when a few months later
the great day of their baptism came, we gave 8 New Testa-
ment to those of them who could read. They had knowny
nothing until the nightschool began, but they had all
learned to read, and each one wrote with his own hand on
the fly-leaf of his Testament, “ As for me and my house,
we will serve the Lord.”
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)Boarding. We spdke above of making a mental note of promising

omes,

little children in order to give them further education,
We shall try to get those children sent to the Mission
Boarding-School, Let not the thought of English boarding-
schools confuse your mind at this point. We are not
trying to * finish ” the. education of these children with
music and extras, The boarding-home is just & neat white-
washed building surrounding a square courtyard, where the
picked children of the whole district are leading a healthy,
strenuous life under the strongest Christian influences
which the mission can bring to bear. They are away from
the foul language and the vile sights with which in their
own homes they are terribly familiar, They are receiving
8 thorough elementary education under the best trained
teacher in the mission, They do enough manual labour
(working on the miksion land or cooking their own food)
to keep their little bodies bealthy, and some day they will
go back to be Clvistian leaders of the community in
their villages. These boarding-homes play a very important
part in mass-movement work, Out in the villages the
Christian influence of the teacher, supported about once in
three months by a visit from the missionary, is weak come
pared with the strong perpetual heathen influence of all the
customary life and surroundings. Only those who do not
know the pariah would feel anxious lest by our system
of boarding-homes we should weaken * home influence.”
Until the home ‘influence, as it now is, becomes entirely
transformed, the weaker it is the better. For intensive
effort, for the training of character and for the making of
the leaders of the future, we must mainly loock to the
boarding-home for many & long year to come,

The United Free Church Mission Boarding-School for
Girls at Chingleput, near Madras, gives a good idea of the
aims and sachievements of such schools or boarding-homes,
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The last report says :— “The glrls who come here have to
be ready when they go out from us to take their place as
leaders among the women in the villages. They will have
had more education than' any of the others there, and may
have to work as Biblewomen or teachers, There is great
poverty in their homes. The girls must be ready to help
to add to the family earnings,* Formerly they did this by
going out to work in the fields as coolies. This, however,
was not always satisfactory, as in the nine hot weather
months very little could be done. Since the foundation
of the industrial school here they have been able to work
at lace-making in their own homes, and this has been a
great advantage, Another thing we must keep in view is
the fact thrt on these girls depends the realizing ‘of
Christian ideals in home life, They are to be the wives
and mothers on whom will depend the training of the
coming generation, and it is in their hands to lower
or to ennoble the atmosphere of their home Jife and,
surroundings.”

The report goes on to say :=~*The home life in the
school plays a prominent part in the education of the
children. It is interesting to watch a child when she
first comes into the big company from her lonely little
jungle village, The look of helpless wonder on her facs
when she first arrives changes by gleams of understanding
into one of curiosity and’interest, and finally with great
joy she realizes that she too has her place in the big
community, and enters thoroughly into all the delights of
school life. Many are the children of parents who have
only recently embraced Christianity, They have had ‘no
idea of a life of discipline of any kind, and so we try in
the boarding-school to surround them with all that will
help to strengthen and not weaken them in the life which
they will bave to face afterwards. The life is very simple

¢ ' .
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and natural, . , . As far as Is possible they have the duties
which will be theirs afterwards,. There is no time for the
weekly dhobl (washerman) work, but beyond this they all
have their turn in doing the work necessary in their own
homes, They grind and cook, draw water, attend to the
school garden, sweep and clean the school every day. . . .
The children have definite religious instruction every day
in school. . ., On Sundays the teaching is less formal,
After Sunday school and momning church there are
catechism classes for the younger children and Bible study
for the elder girls. In that hour they are encouraged to
bring questions for discussion and to face problems which
will be theirs when they leave us. It is so easy for them
either to lapse and become as their mothers were before
them, or to take up the other sttitude of conscious
superiority, and intolerance of the custorms of those who
have cared for them and brought them up,”

)lndumm It is not mrpnsmg to find that the industrial side of the
work of this school is considered very important, Sooner
or later most missions dealing with mass-movements havy
found themselves obliged to attempt some kind of industrial
work. The poverty of the people is so profound, and the
pressure of repeated famines so awful, that, under present
conditions, for many of them a Life of bare decency is almost
impossible. The Chingleput Mission has faced this neces-
sity, and is trying, by encouraging the lace industry and
agriculture, to make a respectable home life possible for its
Christians, In their boarding-school, therefore, the girls
(who work up to the sth standard) are regularly instructed
in lace-making. “ The lace-work,” we are told, “ has a very
good efect on the gixls. They have to be neat, clean,
thorough and pcmvcnng in their work, and they learn to -
take & pride in being abie to support themselves.” TiLe
value of such industrial training—sccompanied as it ls by
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an elcmentary education and by regular Bible teaching—
cen bardly be exaggerated. It is a potent instrument in
making the pariah Christian independent and resolute,
and in fitting him to fill a position of influence in his
community.

In some places industrial missions have aimed at teaching (e) Agri-
the people better methods of agriculture, and have even gﬁé’lgcm
formed Christian agricultural settlements on land owned '
by the mission. Since eighty per cent. of the people of
India depend directly upon the land, it is natural that the first
attempt to better social conditions should take the form of
enabling the villagers to get more out of the soil, Some-
times & mission has received a large grant of waste land
from Government, and sometimes Christians have been
helped to secure land in their own names. In most cases
Christiahs from the mass-movements have been made sub-
tenants of the mission, on condition of their obeying certain
rules by which the mission tries to prevent some of the
common defects ¢f Indian village life, The mission uses
part of the land for model cultivation, introduces the iron
plough-share instead of the old wooden one, plants sugar-
cane where the natives had never thought of so doing,
uses & patent water-lifter with the big well, and perhaps
even instals an oil-engine which pumps water with a rapidity
which looks like magic. When possible, agricultural classes
are held at which the simplest principles and the most
practical methods of cultivation are explained, In this way
it is made possible for those settled on the estate to earn
their own livelihood, and it is hoped that in spite of
ingrained conservatism the community at large will gradu-
ally follow the newer and better methods as demonstrated,

There is & conspicuous instance of this kind of work in
the Church Missicnary Society's agricultural settlement at
Clarksibad in the Panjab. The story of this settlement is
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ts follows —Some fifty years ago a grant of land was made
by Government to four Indian Christian gentlemen. They
settled some poor converts on it, but the ignorance of the
settlers stood in the way of success, In 1876.a C.M.S.
missionary stepped in and saved the colony, which was in
due time taken over by his Sodety. Works of various
sorts were now begun—witness an extract from a list
of the tasks undertaken by the setders under the pew
régime :—

“ Roads 1aid out and many thousand trees planted,

A trough for cattle at the well,

A large mill for oxen.

An oil press,

A village well.

Wall round the graveyard and planting trees n i it.

About six houses for granaries. -

Guest house and post office,

Water courses for irrigating the fields.”

When the mass-movement among the Chihris spread
to Church Missionary Society temitory, there were new
possibilities : in course of time the Society found itself with
& large constituency from which to draw colonists who
were not only Christians but were accustomed to agri-
cultural work, These colonists worked the land success~
fully, raising crops of wheat, cotton, sugar-cane, lentils and
mustard. Orchards of mango,” peach and banana trees
were also planted, and fruit was cultivated extensively. The
Church Missionary Society was responsible to Government
for the settlement, and did all it could in the way of agri-
cultural and industrial training. To-day Clarkibad is a
prosperous Christian village with & large church, a boys’
school with workshops, a girls’ school (where industrial
trajning is also given), & dispensary and other institutions.
There is o mission staff consisting of pastors, teachers,



Basket-makine in a Girls' Boarding-School

Boarding-School Girls bringing Water from |



HOW THE OUTCASTES ARE BEING TAUGHT 359

doctor, business-overseer and others, The Chihras, who -
form the bulk of the population, could never have reached

this state of civilization and prosperity without some outside

help. Such settlements should be of the greatest value to

the Indian Church as centres where a higher level of

Christian life can be reached than is often possible in

villages where converts from the depressed classes are

{solated and are surrounded by temptations to fall back

into the grosser forms of heathenism,

" Oo the other hand it must be admitted that in enter—

prises which involve dealing with land, missions have

failed as often as they have succeeded. A frequent source
of difficulty bas been lack of sufficient capital. In agricul-

tural settlements money must be laid out in implements,
oxen for ploughing, seed, buildings of various sorts, and, in
some places, on irrigation. There must be funds in hand
too for wages and sundry current expenses, If these funds
are insufficient, the settlement can hardly prove a success.
Again, sometimes & missionary who, after an ordinary
theological training in England, has had s few years’
experience of mission work in India, has been asked to
superintend the farming of sixty acres of land twenty miles
away from his Leadquarters, as a slight extra to an already
beavy burden of district work., In other cases outcastes,
who have never had the experience of owning land, bave
been given as much freedom of action as if they were
reliable and experienced farmers. In yet other instances,
the business management of the estate has been left to an
Indian manager who proved to be dishonest, In all thess
cases the results have been disastrous, Even “when
disasters bave been avoided, the creation between the
missionary and the Indiaa Christian of a landlord-tenant
relationship has been o serious hindrance to the missionary’s
spiritual work,  Experience scems o prove that if this kind
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of work is to be done at all, it must be done by men
specially qualified for it} it must be managed on strictly
business lines throughout, and it must be kept entirely
distinct in its management from the ordinary work of the
mission. When these principles are applied, agricultural
settlements will become a powerful means for the uphft of
the depressed masses, '
“But,” it may be asked, “ what is the exact bearing of
this industrial and agncultum! training on missionary work ?”
We bave already seen from the work of the Chingleput
boarding-school how wuseful it may be in developing
character—a vitally important part of the missionary’s task.
The work of missions lies not only in proclaiming the
Gospel, but in building up strong independent churches in
the mission field. And if the churches are to be indepen-
dent, their individual members must be s0. But how can
the pariah form habits of independence when, for the sake of
a pittance of food, he is compelled to fawn upon the caste
man for casual labour? Or how ean it be hoped that an
ordinarysized congregation of people, whose earnings
average threepence a day per household, can support even
8 catechist? We have only to compare the pariab’s case
with that of our casual labourers at home to see that almost
the first thing to be done for him Is to put him in the way
of earning o regular Livelihood such as will lift him from s
state of semi-slavery to & position of comparative indepen-
dence. It is bere that agricultural and industrial training
step in a3 the handmaids of missions, and provide in many
districts the only solution to the problcm of self-support in
the churches,
The Import- In the work of education, with which thls chapter deals,
aoce of  Hes the hope for the future of Christian India, and by o
‘  commupity s education so much needed as by the out-
"eastes. An uoeducated Christian  Church among the
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depressed classes can be no powe?lm\)od' indeed, it
must sooner or later lapse into. heathenism or unbelief,
But educate this Church, and it will be able to raise the
sunken mass of its heathen brethren and will be an asset of
incalculable value to India in her future development.



CHAPTER V
BUILDING UP A CERISTIAN CHEURCH AMONG TEE OUTCASTES

SUMMARY
CHRISTIAN Worsnre AND TEACHING IN & PaRIAR VILIACE-~
(@) On Sunday
(8) On & Week-day
{¢) The Purpose of it All
Tz TeacHER-CATECHIST—
(@) His Responsibilities
(#) His Difficulties,
{¢) His Past History
CuuzcH DiscirLIng 1N THE VILLAGRS=
() Tts Importance
(#) The Panchiyst
Tz Wosk or Tug MissioNary ;
Christian Wi bave already seen that the mission agent in the masy
Worship and 1 \vement villages is both teacher during the week and
Teaching in . .
a Parah  preacher on Sundays, and we bave tried to look in upon
Village.  him while he is at work in his day-school. Supposing now
~ that we find ourselves approaching his village st about
{2) On seven o'clock on & bright Sunday morning—of course it is
Sunday.  pright, unless we go in the rainy season. We cross the’
ridges between gorgeous green rice-fields, aiming at a little
dump of palm trees on the horizon. Near the village,
sheltered by those palm trees, we meet the skinny cattle
perseveringly seeking their pourishment in unpromising
pastures, tended by equally skinny children, scantily-clad,
tousle-haired, but cheerful—the very ones whom we were
examining the other day. On coming closer 1o the houses
we are greeted, fint by the howl of the ublquitous dogs—
“

]
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poor, mangey, repulsive creatures, which have to be driven
off with stones ; next by the village smells, for the sun is the
only sanitary agency ; next by the sound of an altercation,
for the pariahs live at such close quarters with one another
that violent quarrels are matters of daily occurrence.

All these things are too familiar to delay us, and we pass
down the street between the mud and thatch houses on our
way to the church. The building dignified by that name is
lso the bmldxng of the school which we visited the other
day, and it serves many other purposes, being & sort of .
town-hall and forum to the village, It stands a little way
removed from the end of the pariah street, half-way towards
the caste people’s quarters. It was placed there in the hope
that ultimately the caste people also would come to meetings
held in it, Its walls are of baked mud, its roof is thatched
with palmyra leaves, or with thick grass and straw, Its
doors and window frames—frames only, for no glass is
used—are of the cheapest wood, and its floor is neatly
coated with cow-dung. It has no furniture save a black-
board, & table, and & chair, and the whole building with
furniture probably cost the mission 3.

Entering this building we ask the teacher-catechist how
be is getting on. He has been troubled by fever, so we
lock at the well from which he draws his water, find that &
cleaning is over-due, and arrange for it to be done the next
day. He reports that his night-school is making good
progress, so we look &t the register and congratulate hirfi
on the improved attendance, after which we ask him to ring
the bell for service. The bell consists of three feet of
railway-line suspended from a pole outside the door,”and
after beating it with stone or hammer, the teacher starts
down the village to go from house to house calling the
people, for well he knows to his cost their tendency to
saunter into the service shortly before the benediction.

c*
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. Meanwhile we let into the building the noisy crowd of
children who have been waiting outside, stand them in &
row before us, ask them questions about their last Scripture
lesson, hear them repeat passages which they bave learnt
by heart, and join with them in smgmg some lyric or
* bbajan ” which they have been taught since our last visit,
These lyrics are songs with Christian words set to Indian
music. Away in the big towns the congregations are singing
English tunes and feeling very up-to-date and Western, but
out here in the village English tunes are useless, and it is
. only possible as well as fitting for the people to praise God
in the music loved by India. While we have been busy
with the children the adults have one by one been quietly
coming in and seating themselves on the floor, the men on
one side and the women on the other, and soon we are
ready to begin the service. ‘
Praise, prayer, and preaching—these are cssentully the
same in the pariab’s shed or the Gothic cathedral, but
the external features of our service appear strange to the
visitor. Not only are the language and the music Indian,
but the whole of the worship has been so simplified
_ 3 to bring it within the range of the understanding of the
worshippers—those babes in religious experience. The
sermon, for example, is more a kindergarten Scripture
lesson than a discourse. Its subject is laid down in the
mission sylabus, which is arranged 30 as to give the
bearers & regular graded course of instruction in the life of
Christ, and in certain other portions of the Bible, We
begin by asking the congregation what was the subject of
last week’s lesson ; there is an awkward pause until some
briliant person recollects it, whereupon we bnk to-day's
subject with it. Supposing that to-day’s subject is a parable,
we tell the story with question and answer and much repeti-
tion, not besitating to rebuke by name individuals whose
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attention wanders or to waken others who are overtaken by
slumber, As the people live constantly in the open air,
doing hard manual work, they are paturally liable to fall
asleep ‘when they sit. still, so that often someone has to be
waked up during a service. We reach the point in the
lesson at which the text must be introduced, and make the
whole congregation repeat it after'us fifteen, twenty, or
twenty-five times, Then we point the plain moral of the
story, and it is one of the privileges of doing mission work
to find how those words spoken to Jews so long ago ere
marvellously adapted to the urcumstances of an Indian
village to-day.!

So ends the sermon, which is followed by the coller
tion, consisting mainly of kittle offerings of grain saved
from each family’s meals during the week. The house-
wife has & special little basket for the purpose, into which
st cooking time she places, when she can spare it, a .
handful of grain, and the whole basket is brought on Sunday
to church for the collection. The congregation’s total
amount of grain is thus put together, and ultimately sold by
suction for church expenses. After the benediction wa
mark the register, for in most village congregations of this
type the attendance et church services is carefully recorded,’
We ask why “ Mary * has been away for three weeks, and
why for the last six months * Methuselah's " attendance at
(lristian worship has been 5o intermittent. We ask many
impertinent questions about the life and conduct of various
individuals, and scatter plentiful words of exhortation, In
fact, recognizing that we have to do with children in
spiritual thisgs, we treat them as such, looking forward ill
the time to the day when they will grow up and cease to
need our constant paternal supervision,

! For an example of & sermon (o & mative congregation, aee

Appendix L
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It may be that some reader wonders why Indian Christians
should receive such names as Methuselah or Shadrach

“Instead of names in their own language. Apart from the

natural love of Bible associations, in the case of the pariahs
the reason usually is that their pre-Chnsnan name was one
which had such a degraded meamng that they were thank-

ful to change it at baptism. " Many of them bhave no
proper names at all, but only nicknames, and consequently
when at their baptism the teacher suggests to them some
fine mouthful of & Biblical name, they accept it with delight.
If any of us had been all his life called by a name that
meant * Leaky-pot ” or * Foxy "—-both common nicknames
—we should probebly bail the title *“Abraham® or
“QObadiah ” as an immense improvement. Amongst names
actually in use among outcastes in India are Pig, Red Ant,
Earthworm, Flat Fish, Bandicoot, Bectle, Centipede, Bark-

" ing Dog, Frog. Missionaries more and more desire that

when possible, converts should retain their old names
rather than take new ones which emphasize the foreign
origin of -their religion, But in the case of the mass-
movements the old names are unworthy of the dignity
which bas come to a man’s life at his baptism, and they are
thankfully superseded by any pame with more Christian
associations,

We have visited one Lttle congregation on a Sunday, '
knowing that there are thousands like it, and that it is the
catechists’ business to work en faithfully through the week
too, giving Bible teaching to their flocks, and gathering
them together for prayer. Let us look in upon some
humble village Christians of the Wesleyan Methodist
Mission in the Hydersbdd district oo & week-day and try to
realize their difficulties and those of their pastor. Most of
these Christians, the report tells us, * are labourers employed
by caste farmers. The work they are expected to do is of
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the most exacting nature, Their time is not their own, but
belongs absolutely to their hard, selfish, and unsympathetic
task-masters. The whole day, and sometimes through

the night, they are out in the fields. It is not until

after seven o’clock in the evening that the women and some
of the men are able to return from their toil, The men
do not come to stay at home and sleep. As soon as they
bave finished their meal they must go-back again to the
fields. In many cases food is sent out to them, and they
remain at their work, Except for an old man or two, &

few women and the very young clnldrcn, the hamlet is
practically deserted until late in the evening, Then the
women come and commence cooking operations. The
grain is pounded and cleaned, water fetched from the well,

and fires kindled, The grain they cook is what they bave.

seceived a3 wages for their day's hire, and few families will
be fortunate enough to possess any surplus grain in their
earthen pots, While the women are busy cooking amid the
clamour of their children, and the men aré lying about out-
gide their buts tired and bungry, the evangelist strikes his
gong loud and clear for the people to come to. prayers,
Considering the late and dark hour, it need not occasion
wonder if they do not come, But they do,” The moment
the food is ready the mother serves the impatient children,
and covers up the vessels containing the remainder, The
men arise, come for prayer and instruction, snd then
return for their long-delayed meal”
What is the signficance of the catechist’s care and the
pcoples faithfulness 7 What is the purpose of the mis-
‘ nona.ry s periodical visits to these village congregations? [t -
is that same work of foundation-laying which has occupied
us all slong. - We are putting in the stone and cement,
filing in the basement, which none will ootice in coming
days, but on it the Master-Builder will rear his Church in

(¢) The
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India.” Woe to that Church if our hands md feet are
slack. Even if our work is solid, still it is not ours to ses

* the beauty and the greatness of the superstructure, Perhaps

the youngest of us may live to see its outlines growing
clear, But our business is to put in good stone,

This involves amongst other things the employment of
good workmen who need not be ashamed. To leave the
metaphor—all.that we bave seen of the school and the
church shows that this work really and uitimately depends
upon the teacher-catechist. He is the point on which the
whole turns, No good work can be done if he is not a
good man. The missionary visits the village once in two
or three months; and the circle evangelist, an Indian

- worker,. comes monthly with his admonitions, But alone

from day to day the teacher-catechist bears the burden of
the work through good report and ill. It is be who teaches
the children all the week, and he who preaches on Sunday,
Whoever falls sick in the village, he will be looked to for
advice, medicine, and prayers. When a refractory Christian
lapses into some low heathen practice, it is the teacher
who must convince him of the error of his ways. When
Zachariah’s young wife turns sulky and will not cook his
rice, the teacher is called in to admonish her, When the
dreaded cholera reaches the village, the teacher must
distribute medicines. When famine comes, he and his
family must eat their all too frugal meal to the sound of
the whine of balf-starved people outside begging an alms, Ia
oppre:.sxous by the caste people, in domestic joys and sorrows,
in d'spuics e 83 ~wnership of land or as to village right-
of-way, this teacher-catechist is called to be the guide, philo-
sopher and friend of the commaunity, which naturally tenls
to lean hard on any outside Lelp which may be offered.
Truly his is & great and dificult calling ; be stands at the
most dangerous outpost of the army of God. He is in the
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mxd.st of heathen surroundmgs without any of the ordinary
" means of grace " available in Christian countries. He is
treatéd with contempt by the easte people, and badgered for
help by the worst sort of the pariahs, At any moment, if he
offends the village caste people, they will stop the village
barber and washerman from working for him, and sometimes
they can cut off his water-supply. He is very poor, for the
mission suffers from chronic deficiency of funds, and while
its work is increasing its grants have decreased, so that
the villaze teachers are perforce kept at very low rates of
pay. Yet he has ambitions for his children, and sends them
away to & town boarding-school, the fees for which are, by
an agreement with the missionary, deducted from his own
salary, making it smaller than ever. Humanly speaking, he
kas almost everything to depress and little enough to
encourage him, and it is & matter for profound thankfulness
if he keeps steadily and faithfully at work in spite of all.
For who are these teacher-catechists after all? They (c) His Past
are usually children of outcastes themselves, with the History
effects of fifty generations of heathenism struggling in their
lives against & few years of Christian training, They were
boys in village schools who showed promise-enough to be
sent to & central boarding-home, after which they went
to the mission seminary, There they were trained in the
methods of teaching, and taken by a missionary through a
modest course of instruction in theology in their own
language. The missionary not only taught them Scripture
and Christian doctrine; he drilled them, trained them in
habits of personal cleanliness, kept them under a discipline
kindly but strict, and prayed with them day by day, They
enjoyed those years in the seminary, and felt then strong
enough to bear all things for Christ’s sake, But the work
has been much more lonely and less inspiring than
thought it would be, and only the picked few bave retained
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the full enthusiasm of their seminary days. Surely,ifany class
of workers has a greater claim than others upon the prayers
of Christian people, it is these humble village teachers who

" to-day are holding lonely forts in thousands of Indian
villages. On them mainly depends the spiritual health of
the Church in generations yet unborn,

There is a striking story of Jacob, & Christian teacher
eatechist known to the writer; this narrative shows both
the difficulties’ such men encounter and the possibilities
latent in them :—Less than ten years ago a little school was
started in M., & small pariah village of about thirty houses,
Jacob, then & young man, studied at night, and learned the
rudiments of Christianity from the catechist, He deter-
mined to become a Christian, and before the end of the
year was baptized with one or two other yoyng men. In
those early days, when the demand for teachers was most
urgent and there wad no adequate supply, we had to
employ any young men we could get who were able to read
and write. Jacob was, therefore, sent to & neighbouring
village to teach reading and writing and what he knew of

“the truth, to the children and their parents, He was a man
of promise and anxious to get on, so after a few months we
sent him to the Sessional School—a travelling school for
unpassed pupils—where, at the end of three months’ hard
work, he passed his fourth standard examination. Alter he
bad again been teaching for some time, we determined to
send him to be tained to the Free Church Mission
Training School at Rinipet. He had never been far from
bis wvillage, his journeys being confined to neighbouring
hamlets where his friends and relations lived. So it was
with considerable trepidation that be left bis village early
one morning 10 travel 200 miles by train to & “ far country ”
in order w study for-a year and 8 balf the methuds and
practice of teaching. The Lifs was 50 strangs and the dis-
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cipline so irksome that after a few weeks he ran away home
again. With much difficulty he was persuaded to return
to complete his course. He came back at the end of his
training a self-reliant young man with some knowledge of
the outer world, and was placed in charge of one of our
schools, where he taught faithfully for five years,

- His father and his two uncles owned between them
& small garden, which was heavily mottgaged. The father-
was a genial, kindly old man, thoroughly convinced of
" the truth of Christianity, but not prepared to meet the®

difficulties which he expected would result from baptism.

One uncle was prepared to be baptued for a monetary

consideration! The other uncle was & bitter, bigoted foe

of Christianity, and publicly abused us and denounced

Christianity whenever we visited that village. ~ To-day

all are Christians, and none more earnest than the one

who was the most bitter in his opposition, Jacob’s brothers
and cousins, & band of earnest young men, formed the
nucleus of the Christian congregation in the village, and
themselves became Gospel heralds to other villages. His
wife and daughter were sent to the Women’s Home in
Erode for a term, and took back with them to their own
bome & new ideal of family life, and exerted a strong
Chnstian influence among the women,

Twa years ago the mortgage on the garden was foreclosed,
and the family lost their chief source of livelihood. The
caste money-lender, however, offered to give them time:
if they would renounce Christianity, Though they were
in the direst straits they refused. There was still & chance
of buying back the property if only a portion of the money
could be raised at once, but bow could they, outcastes and
Christians, raise money? They were without hope,
However, agents from the Straits Settlements came over
at e time seeking for coolics, and oflering what appeared
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to be fabulous wages. Jacob decided to go in order to
. raise the necessary money, and went as the head-man
of a small gang of coolies. The young man, who six
years before, had been frightened to go to a mission
training school & night's journey by rail, now went to
a strange and unknown country three days’ journey by sea.
He took some Christians and others with him, After
' tighteen months he returned with a considerable sum
of money, though not enough to buy back the land. , At
‘the special request of the estate managers he went back
- again, but this time as a coolie contractor with two hundred
men under him, many of whom were caste men, his
hereditary lords, to whom he as a pariah must always do
obeisance, In this higher position also he was entirely
successful, and was able, not only to redeem, but to add
to the family property. - He is trusted by all .on account
of his manly Christiag character, and it is fully recognized
by Christians and non-Christians alike, that the position
he has won is due entirely to his Christianity, The
villagers under his inspiration are now erecting a fine brick
church in their village, towards which they have themselves
contributed half the cost. At the time of writing, the news
comes that they are planning to repay the balf contributed
. by the Society, so that they may have the satisfaction of
having built their church entirely by their own efforts.
Another story from North India gives us a glimpse
of the heathen surroundings from which not a few of
these catechists emerge ; it is also full of promise for the
future of the Indian Church:—In a village in North-
Western India there lived a boy called Malli, the son
of faithful followers of Bal2 Shih, the Chibrd god, which
has an enormous number of followers, and is worskipped
as follows: Whenever a few Chihri families seitle they
put seed of various kinds in a vessel and bury it; then

.
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s goat is sacrificed and the blood poured over this, and
upon the spot & clay pillar is erected. In one side of the
pillar are small niches for earthen lamps which are lighted
every Thursday night. The worship consists of folding
- the hands and bowing before the pillar, presenting offerings
end repeating prayers, Malld’s father was not only a
> devotee of Bald Shih, but erected in his house an image
to one of the Hindu gods. Underneath this he~placed
a snake of gold, and spent hours in sitting before this
image, swaying his body to end fro, and singing, The
more religious he became, the more impure he bécame
slso. At last, leaving his wife and children, he fled with
auother’s wife, ‘

In such surroundings Malli was reared. Hls work was
to tend the sheep and goats, He gambled, stole the cotton

from the fields and sold it, and practised immoralities, a
* description of which cannot here be given, He was married
st the age of twelve. :

- That boy later on beard the Gospel, professed Chnsuamty,
and entered the training institute of the United Presbyterian
Mission. He is now & pastor beloved by his people and
a preacher full of spiritual power. More than that—his
influence reaches far beyond his congregation, for he is the
leader in & self-support movement which has remarkably
quickened the life of the Indian Church. This leadership
was bought at a great price when, contrary to all precedent
and tradition, he refused to receive any foreign support and
Limited himself altogether to what his native flock could
give bim. “Having been associated with him for six years,”
says & missionary, “I can say I know of no braver, more
heroic, self-denying soldier in God's army than this humble
village pastor.” -

We cannot too often remind ourselves that the crowning Charch

offost of mission work emong the masies that towards m"‘}”jﬁ‘:g’
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which all other forms of work are intended to lead—is the
building up of a Church to be the standing witness for
Jesus Christ, and the spiritual home of the * Little ones * who
bave so lately come to know Him. All the work done by
the mission must at some far-distant day be undertaken by
the Indian Church itself, and the wise builder has this in
view from the beginning. - At the present stage the out-
standing necessity is that the infant Church should learn to
keep itself pure,’ It must learn how to exercise Church
discipline with love and firmness—a hard lesson. It must
watch over the Lives of its members, and continually keep
before them some of the elementary demands of the
Christian life. The greatest peril of the mass-movements
is that they gather into the Christian congregations much
rubbish along with the men and women of true faith,
Unless hay, wood, and stubble are to be built into the
Church of the future, Church discipline must be very
prominent in the life of the present. Of course we do not
expect Foxy (recently re-named Samuel), of the village with
the outlandish name, suddenly to become & mature Christian
saint. We must exercise the largest charity as we deal with
him, remembering the influence upon him of the teaching
of generations past. But it is of supreme importance that
e and every Christian in the mass-movement congregations
should know full well that certain gross sins, superstitious
practices, and evil social customs, are contrary to the spirit
of Christianity, and will oot be tolerated by the Christian
Church. -

The enforcement of Omrch discipline bas an im-
poriance io Indis unknown in these days to the older
Churches of the West. The way in which it is carried out
paturally varies according to the forms of Church govern-
ment. Which kind of Church government is really best
suited 10 the conditions of the mission field is @ questioa
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much discussed, but it need not concern us here. It is
fairly certain that Western forms have been too closely -
copied, and that as the Indian Christian Church grows
stronger, it will make new forms more suitable to its own .
life,

In the meantime, bowever, there is one indigenous ® Tl!e
means of Church discipline which lies ready to hand, and P
most missions have already adopted it with excellent results,
That is the institution of the village “ panchiyat * or council
of elders. From time immemorial there has been in each
Indian village community, caste or outcaste, & small
committee of men—the orthodox number being five—whose
ppinions carry weight among their own people. Before this
panchiyat are laid all kinds of disputes and grievances, and
it has gained a large though undefined authority, so that it
frequently inflicts punishment in the shape of a consider-
able fine, Panchiyats have been especially useful in settling
all kinds of matrimonial disputes, It is evident that this
institution only needs to be baptized with the Christian
spirit in order to becorne & valuable instrument of discipline
in the infant Churches of the mass-movements, When
Ramaswimy is threatening to make a heathen marriage for
his son with a heathen girl to-be celebrated with heathen
rites, he knows that the matter will be discussed at the next
elders’ meeting, and that he will probably be summoned to
appear and promise to do no such thing. When Tangam
deserts his wife on some trivial ground, the panchiyat will
force him at least to pay for her maintenance. When it is
rumoured that Joseph, on the fifteenth day after his father’s
death, bas called in  kind of magic-man to perform super-
stitious rites in order to propitiate the shade of +the
deceased, he too is called before the elders and fined if
found guilty.

Mr Andrews, in bis boock on * (Church Expn.ns.an
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In North India,” tells how in the early days of
the movement among the Kols severer methods were
adopted :—" In every church a rail was put up at the west
end to mark off those who were under penance, Their
* pames were read out pubhcly after the Nicene Creed, and
a solemn warning was given to the faithful not to resort to
their company until the time of penance had expired.
When that time camé the penitents were absolved by the
priest, after public confession in the presence of the whole
congregation. They were then welcomed back into the
fold with great joy.” Anyone who has read the story of the
Church of, say, the third and fourth centuries A.p., will see
in this bistory repeating itself. In some parts of the
field even to this day it is an unwritten rule that for
certain spedal offences the missionary shall inflict corporal
punishment. Strange as the idea of chutising grown
men may appear to English notions, it meets with
much approval among the outcastes, and proves very
effective,

But fortunately the painful work of Church discipline
is not the only task to be performed by the elders.
They bave the Church finances to supervise, They
must keep up the attendances at the services, asd
must try to see that each member of the congregation
contributes & certain very small smount each month.
They must arrange for the Harvest Thanksgiving service,
and do much of the work done by church committees
in England,

Itum&nmthzmlymgaohmovmmuhcboud

. of elders is weak. Sometimes it is hampered in condemn-
ing some particular sction by the fact that every elder
present is quite well known to bave done the same again
and again. But under the missionary’s fostering care it
wil grow stronger, and wil accomplish & work as valuabie
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as it is necessary! So will gradually come about that
change which must take place before the goal of an in-
digenous Christian Church can be reached.

At present the missionary, however little he likes it, is The Work
constantly forced to exercise the functions of a bishop, amd of the

the Church is entirely under his control. Let us look for &
moment at the multifold activities of -the missionary in

Missionary

charge of a mass-movement district. His bungalow, where

a great deal of important work has to be done, is in some
station ceotrally situated with regard to the district. He
bas the charge of the Church in this place, which is the

centre of the Christian life of the surrounding villages, In -

this station there may be boarding-schools, and a training-
school for catechists and teachers, of which he. has the
general supervision, and in which he probably does a certain
amount of teaching, He feels keenly the importance of
these institutions, on which depends so much of the future
development of the district, and indeed of the Indian
Church, The missionary must also have an eye to the
supply of books for the district—a most important matter.
His office, too, is the central office for all the district
schools, of which there are probably several dozen, For
these, statistics have constantly to be made up for Govern-
ment, and this involves & heavy burden of office work.
Desides all this, & multitude of affairs is brought to him

¢ To the matter of Church organization probably the most advanced
Christian community in Iodia is that connected with the Church
Missionary Society in the district of Tinnevelly, It has sbout 63,000
alberents, It is governed by s body known as the ‘Tinnevelly
District Church Council,’ which has §7 pastorates connected with
it; these are grouped in 14 circles, from which representatives are
sent to the Council, which comsists of 3 European Missionaries,
35 indian Clergymen, and 49 Indian Lay Delegates, It is only
fair, bowever, 10 mention that many of the Christians in this district
come from classes furtber up in the social scale than the ontcastes.”



18 ' THE OUTCASTES' HOPE

to be settled; day by day teachers and members of con-
gregations come in for consultation on matters of school-
management or Church discipline, and in moments of
doubt or depression. His dealings with these Christians,
as well as with inquirers, are a very important part of his
work. Lastly, he must travel in the district from time ta
time, visiting the congregations and keeping, as far as
possible, in personal touch with the village workers,

The heaviness of the district missionary’s burden is
probably the first thing that will strike the reader of the
above account, That point will be dealt with later, but
there is another side to the picture.. A missionary
fn such a posmon as we have described has almost

_unlimited opportunities of influence and his work affords

scope for administrative gifts of & high order. He has
before him 8 field of splendid possxlnlmes- the future of
thousands is, humanly speaking, in his bands,

How is he to make the best use of these wonderful
opportunities? It is the old story of the self-effacement
of the leader; he must stand back himself and put bis
Indian workers forward ; he must plan, organize and train
~—not primarily with & vxew to reaping an immediate and

‘plentiful barvest—but in order that the infant Church

among the outcastes may be firmly rooted in true religion
and godliness and may grow towards its full stature, The
most pressing problem of missionary statesmanship in
India is this—how to develop out of & community whose
whole past has tended to rob it of the power of wise initia-
tive, a Church oi members with strong and independent
Christian life, with & force within them making them desire
to support their own Churcizes and to themselves undertake
the work of spreading their relijion. It is & task offering
scope for the exercise of the truest Christiaa wisdom, a3
well as of padence and devorion.
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- CHAPTER VI
WHAT HAS ALREADY BEEN ACCOMPLISHED

SUMMARY
TESTIMONY TO THR RESULTS OF MASS-MOVEMENTS=
(8) Numerical Results
() The Witness of Educated Hmdus
{¢) The Witness of a Hindu Cultivator
{d) The Witness of a Parish Christian,
THE EDUCATIONAL RESULYS
Tug SociAl ResvLrs
Tus Renicious ResuLts
(@) Self-sacrifice in Giving
(4) Release from the Fear of Evil Spirits
{¢) Personal Religion
(d) Courage in Time of Cholers
(¢) Courage in Facing Death
THE REALITY OF Mass-DOVENENTS
Hors rox THX quu

Tms chapter has a blg story to tell, We do not wish to Testimonyto
give any exaggerated estimate of the value of the work, and ?‘MRS‘_’::”-?
the pext chapter will present the obverse side of the Movements,
picture.  But we must ask the reader to believe that the
facts mentioned in this chapter are sclected out of a large
mass of materisl, and that every story told is representative
of many more which are suppressed for lack of space.

What have been the results of this extraordinary move- (a) Nomeri
ment, and of-the extensive efforts of the missionary societies cal Resulta,
in connection with it? First, there are the numerical
results. Everyone knows in these days that numerical

”

!



8o THE OUTCASTES' HOPE

results are far from being the most important, and apart

. from other results they would be worth little. But after all
they form a foundation on which to build. It means
something that a great mass of people is counting itself ag
Christian. The Government census discloses the following
fact:—During the decade 1891-1901, Indian Christians
“Increased from 2,036,590 to 2,664,313~an increase of
30.8%, while -the whole populanon of India increased by
only 2.5%. Here is an instructive little table of figures i—
Of every 10,000 of the population, there were—

In1g81; in 1891. in1901. a9t
Hindus . . 7422 1,332 6,031 - 6,016
Christians e n 79 99 123
Mobammedans , 1,974 1,996 2,122 2,118

The detailed figures for the whole of India for the
census of 191z have not been published,? but the total
number of Christians of all nationalities in India is already

. announced to bave grown in 1g01-1913 from 3,923,241 to
3,876,196—an increase of 32.5%,~and it is most probable
that this increase will later be shown to bave been almost
entirely among Indian Christians,

() The It is a great thing to have baptized these thousands of
Fitmess of  people, chiefly from the depressed classes, but it is obvious
Hindus, At once that in so doing the missionaries run a serious risk.
If the movement bad left the outcastes sodally, education-
ally, or religiously as it found them, Christianity would
have suffered a terrible defeat in India. But so far is that
from being the case, that pothing in mission work has
made s greater impression tpon educated men in India

% Since this was writtes the detailed Sgures bave been publisbed

tiey will be foand in Appendices IX,, X. XIL, st tis end of “ The
Reoaimance is Iadin"—{En.}
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than the work of the, elevation of the masses, The
following quotations are not from mission reports; they
are from represéntative Hindu gentlemen who are stating
the impression which Christian work for. the dcpressed
classes has left upon them.

We will begin with one - from the official report of
the Travancore Census in 1gox  written. by a dis-
tinguished Brihman:—* But for these missionaries, these
humble orders of Hindu society will for ever remain
unraised. Their material condition, I dare say, will
have: improved ' with the increased wages, improved
labour market, better laws, and more generous treatment
from an enlightened Government like ours; but to the
Christian missionaries belongs the credit of having gone to
their humble homes and awakened them to a sense of a
better earthly existence. This action of the missionary -
was not & mere improvement upon ancient history, a kind
of polishing and refining of an existing model, but an
entirely original idea, conceived and carried out with com-
mendable zeal, and often-times in the teeth of opposition
and persecution. I do not refer to the emancipation of the
slave, or the amelioration of the labourer’s condition ; - for
these always existed more or less in our past humane
governments. But the heroism of raising the low from the
slough of degradation and debasement was en element of
dvilization unknown to ancient India,” -

Again, in an article in The Indian Review, a well-known
Hindu gentleman says :—" I must here pause to pay a word
of tribute to the work of Christian missionaries, I am not
concerned with their endeavours to gain converts, <They
have materially contributed to the advancement of these
_classes, Habits of self-respect and of cleanliness bave
come to them. The work of Foreign Missions is waking
up tha educated classes of India. It bas made them
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realize that they will be losing ground if they neglect to
raise these depressed classes.”

These gentlemen voice the cpinion of the majority of
their educated countrymen, but it is not only the highly
educated men with a wide outlook who have noticed &
change in the pariah. A well-known missionary tells the
following story =~ When I was preaching in Uppalapdd,
where we have had a Christian congregation for many
years, an intelligent ryot (cultivator) who was a most bitter
opponent of Christianity, came forward to argue with me,
When he questioned if Christianity exercised any real
influence upon its adherents, I began to mention to him
several men of his own.caste, whose lives scemed to give
evidence of the power of the new faith. He stopped me,
and said, ‘You don't need to go as far as that. We've
seen what Christianity has done for the Malds of our own
village. Before they became Christians they were alwayy
drinking and quarrelling ; they used to poison our cattle
and steal our grain; now they bave given up all these
evil ways, and the only desire they have is to get their
children educated so that they may be fit to go out as
teachers.” Such testimony coming from the lips of an
avowed opponent is very strong evidence as to the extent
to which Christianity bas aJected the lives of the poos
pariah pecple of whom our village congregations are
chiedy composed. »

This tanmmy is from South India. From the Panjib

Tesumony of there comes s'milar evidence, such as that affurded by the

a Coovert,

following typical story :—A Christian was at s raiway.
station waiting for his train, The Clief of Police coming
vp asked who the man was, Upon finding that he was
a Chrisian, be entered into conversation with him. * Now

"2l me,” the Chief said, * what good bas it been for you

to become & Christian 2 “Well, I can tell you,” said
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the man; *for one thing, I am not afraid of you now,
and I can go round among these villages with freedom,
and people do not take me for a thief or a rascal, as they
used to do when we were heathen Chihbrds. They take
me for & man now” That is a chance phrase, but it fairly
sums up the achievement of the mass-movements. These
movements are makmg the outcaste into a man, and giving
him a man's place in the world—e place which he has
never enjoyed before,

These are general testimonies. Before we try to test The Educa.
the reality of the pariah’s Christianity, as far ds it 'st!l!ntllu.
possible to.do so by an-examination of facts, let us see
what Christianity has done for the outcastes in the way
of education and of social advancement.  The depressed
classes have been educated in large numbers, and the
results have occasionally been & great surprise to impartial
observers. The. aboriginal tribes of Chota Nagpir, for
example, made such progress in education that a college
bas been established among them, in which the children
of primitive unlettered aboriginals are obtaining University
degrees.  This so astonished Sir John Woodburn, the
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, that in the course of
an after-dinner speech in which he summed up his Indian
experiences, he spoke as follows :—* While speaking of
Chotd Nagpir, I was thinking of the surprise that awaited
even 0 old an Indian as mysell,. We are accustomed to
bear and speak of the savage tribes of the hills as almost
irreclaimable from the naked barbarism of their nomad
life. What did I find? In the schools of the missionaries
there are scores of Kol boys, rapidly attaining University
standards in education. It was to me a revelation that
the savage intellect, which we are apt to regard as dwarfed
and dull and inept, is as acute and quick to acquire know-
ledge as that of the sons of generations of culture. It
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seems incredible, but it is the fact, that these Kol Iads
are walking straight intd the lists of competition with the
bigh-bred youth of Bengal. This is a circumstance o
strange to me, so striking, so full of significance for the
future, that I could not refrain from telling you of this
last surpnse of this wonderful land we live in.” -

It is known to everyone that the ma;onty of Indxan
Christians are.of outcaste origin, Yet in the Government
“ statistics of literacy ” we find the proportion of Christians
gble to read and write is only excelled by that of the

* Brihmans, the hereditary scholars of the country, and the
Christians are pressing the Brihmans close, ‘In femals
education the Christians are far and away ahead of any other
‘Indian community except the small and select company
of Parsees, . The following table, compiled from the
Government statisticy for Bengal, shows how much the
Christians of the five Aboriginal tribes mentioned are ahead
of the non-Christians in the matter of education 3

: Males able to Read and Writ,

Tghbe, ,
. Christians, ¥oa-Christians,

Lepcha . . | xqrpersoco | 29 peryoce
Giro . . ny . 3w
Hundl . 68 » ’ 7 »
Orion . . 41 » 3 »
s&nw . » 326 » 3 K.

It is said that of every twelve who receive the B.A. degree
from the Madras University one is & Christian, and there
are now over o000 Indian Christian graduates in South
India alone. Many of these are of outcaste descent. In
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striking contrast stands the following laconie sentence from
last years’ education report of the Madras Government, with
reference to outcastes who have not become Christians—
“ There was again not a single pupil in & college.” There
are colleges where professors with B.A, and M.A. after
their names, by descent pure outcastes, tave Brihman
pupils sitting at their feet to receive instruction, Only
those who know what India was two generatxons ago can
fully realize what s miracle this is,

The same remarkable change is taking place all the time in The Sodu
the general social position of people who formerly belonged
to the depressed classes, but now are Christians, For ex--
ample, in all the large towns in India, missions are carrying on
schools for Hindu caste girls, - Yet in many of these schools
there are girls with no drop -of caste blood in their veins,
They are Christians of the second and third generation, and
no one now thinks of them as pariahs., They are classed,
not indeed as caste people, but as * Christians,” and, like
Mohammedans and other rg}n—Hindus, they baye their
recognized place in society ; they are no longer outside the
pale of respectability, Christians of pariab. origin are
becoming village officials under Government, clerks in
Collectors’ offices, Sub-Magistrates, Sub-Inspectors of
Police, and 50 on.

These advances are admirable of their kind, but we have The
to remember .that they are not the main object of Rg‘f}&“
Christian Missions, Christianity might bave given the pariah ~
education and social position and yet failed in its main
purpose. But it has accomplished things which are of more
account. It was wonderful that the outcaste should learn that
he is & man. Jt bas been far more wonderful for him ‘to
learn that he is & son of .God, Take the strictest test
of all—the only test which, as supporters of missions, we
care about~the test of religion, and let the mass-movements
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be regarded as a success or a failure according as they have
or have not given to the outcastes a vital religion for their
souls. We are not afraid of the test when it is fairly applied.

How can the religion of & community be tested ? One
miuch-used though very imperfect test is that of self-sacrifice
in giving. When people give to the point of sacrifice for
their religion, it evidently has some life in it,

We have to. remember, before applying this test to the
mass-movements, that thousands of the outcastes have been
brought up in the motion that begging is the traditional
profession of their class, In the very district where the
Jacob of Chapter V. lives, if a non-Christian pariah is asked
what is his means of support, be will often answer
“begging.” It is only to be expected that Christians
with such a past should be slow to appreciate the privilege
of giving which to tiem involves a self-sacrifice bordering
on the heroic. In some. cases, however, these pariab
congregations have risen to the .duty of giving in & way
that puts many home congregations to the blush, Tbere
is a Wesleyan circuit where the average wage of “the
Christians in the whole district is certainly not larger than
two-pence 8 day, and that circuit in a recent year gave to its
church an average of three shillings and six-pence per head.
We have spoken of the aboriginal hill-tribes in Bengal:
one of them, the Santals, bave come to the Christian religion
in large numbers. 1Ia the Church Missionary Society Native
Cburch Councils for Santilia, out of a total expenditure of
£466, 138, od. for the year 1910, the CMS. grant was
only {78, 16s. od. ; the rest was raised locally, though the
people are very poor. Often the people cannot give money,
for they scarcely handle coin at all, but they give grain, and
at their annual Harvest Thanksgiving or * Ingathering

‘Service " they give anything than.hcyun,fromuurmp to
" sbuffala. .
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Here is & missionary’s description of the thanksgiving
service in his district in a year of scarcity »-* The people
have been preparing for it in such bumble ways as were
open to them. One is trying to raise a handful of
vegetables for it; one is watering laboriously a pumpkin
plant that creeps over the thatch of his hut for want of
space elsewhere, and he eyes the fruit as it forms and swells
to maturity, and counts the days of the time still remaining
before the thanksgiving service ; and the women are busy
watching over their eggs and chickens, each one with a
number marked for ber ‘temple-offering.' The day has
arrived, Hardly have I ever seen a sight more pathetic,
The men of the church need little clothing and have even
less, the women are in rags and are ashamed ; it is evening
and they have been hungry all day; they bave not had &
full day’s food for months. No pressure 'of any kind has
been brought to bear upon them, but they have all come,
and not one of them without an offering—a few eggs, a fowl,
& few chickens, s measure of grain, a basket of vegetables .
a bunch of plantains, etc. etc., and everything is sold on
the spot.”

Shall we try to test the outcastes” Christianity in another (b) Release
way ? We bave seen in Chapter I, how the pariah’s Life is ,;';‘;?}e
lived in perpetual dread of mischievous, capricious, spiteful Demons,
demons, Only & real religion could deliver him from that
slavery. But Christianity bas most certainly delivered him,
He still believes that demons exist and are mﬁevolcnt but
be is quite certain that Jesus s stronger than Satan, so that
as & follower of Jesus be bhas no need to fear his conquercd
foe. He notices that the distressing symptoms which in
India are usually ascribed ta devil-possession very seldom
appear in Christians. He also notes that when such a case
does occur, the evangelist or teacher comes in and prays
for the recovery of the a.ﬁhcted person—generally a woman

D -
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—and that her spirit is so quieted that she recovers her
usual composure. He is quite certain that devils can be
robbed of all their power to harm by prayer to Christ.
Many of the teachers in mass-movement villages regard it
as & part of their duty that they should occasionally do the
work of casting out demons which was assigned in the
ancient Christian Church to a special class of * exorgists.”
But come pearer to the heart of religion, to the personal
relation to Jesus Christ, and still we need not fear the test,
Among people whose past history is such as that of the
average pariah, no one would look to find a high average
standard of spirituality. But in a genuine religious move-
ment it may be expected that here and there in every group
there will be leaders who have sufficient personal knowledge
of the grace of God in Christ to be an earnest of & day
when all their fellows will know Christ as they do them-
selves. That is just what we do find. From every part
of the country where mass-movements have been in pro-
gress we hear of a few people whose religious life is a
perpetual wonder to those who know the pit from which .
they were digged. It is the same old story that bLas
surprised the world ever since Jesus came to earth, of the
Lord’s faith in the potentialities of the meanest lives, and

_the Lord’s power to use the things that are not, to put to

shame the things that are. It is very beautifully said by
one who gave the best eighteen- years of his life to the
service of the outcaste, * Though the brain and the heart
of the pariahs have been galled to a pitiable apathy by the
social tyranny of centuries till they seem covered with a
callus as bard as those on their work-worn bands and way-
worn feet, they are responding wonderfully to the touch of
the great Healer, and vindicating once again Christ's faith
in the spiritual capacity even of the lowest of the sons of
wmen.”
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They have a simple, straightforward belief in prayer,
probably & much stronger belief than that of many
European Christians whose knowledge of the uniform
working of patural laws raises problems unknown to the
pariah, There is something very stirring to the heart in
the sound of a village pariah taking part in a village prayer-
meeting. “Few sounds,” says a friend, “are quite so
charming as the voice of the unlettered pariah, who under
the influence of the Spirit pours out his heart in earnest
prayer to God. All the usual formalities are dropped, and

. the soul expresses itself in words which, for all their clipped
endings and ungrammatical forms, are sweeter than the
noblest poetry.” .

Nor is it less inspiring to meet with a little company of
these men at the Supper of the Lord. Saved from the
lowest depths of degradation, they have come to their
“hour of banquet and of song.” and they know how great
is their privilege, “If ever I have had doubts,” said a
great missionary, “as to the existence of genuine spiritual
life in the congregations under my care, my doubts have
always vanished when I have joined with them in the
fellowship of the Lord’s Supper. No one who has seen
their dull faces light up at the thought of the wondrous
love of our Lord, and their eyes moisten and their Lips
quiver as memory took them back to the scenes of His
suffering and death, could doubt that they had really given
their bearts to Christ and entered into living union with
Him.”

From s missionary in Santilia (North-Eastern India)
comes the story of a map called Baijun, who belonged
to the aboriginal tribe of the Santdls. Baijun's "his-
tory shows the bold that Christianity takes on the best
of these humble people, and the very practical way
in which their religion shows itself :—“ He had heard of
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God and Hig great power some time before he came iato
personal contact with our missionaries, but the seed did
not immediately germinate. One day he was taken ill,
and the heathen said that he could not recover, for he was
suffering from what is called by them ‘the demon’s
puncture.” Being in great agony, he went down to the
river, which was close by, and there vowed that, if the
great God would spare his life, he would be His servant
and become a Christian. He did recover, and that was
the beginning of his Christian life. A missionary wrote
of him in 1883 as follows:—' Baijun is universally re-
spected. He was baptized about fifteen years ago, and has
bad much to endure for Christ, He was mainly the cause
of the new church in Lis village being built, for when some
of the lukewarm Christians said that they were not able to
spare the necessary time and money, Baijun replied that
if they would not help him, he would do it at bis own
expense, ‘This shamed the few whose hearts were pot
o camest in the. work, go that in course of time the
church, & thatched building with mud walls, was built-
entirely by the people.’ When the last report was
published, there were 206 Christians in and around
this place, many of whom trace the fact of their having
embraced Christia.nity to the influence exerted upon them
by Baijun, who is looked upon as the advxser and helper
of his brethren.” ‘

Danger and death come to the puriah as to all men, and
still his new-found hope does not fail him. Only people who'
have lived in India or similar tropical countries know all the
terror that clings to the sound of the word cholera. Cholera’
strikes s0 suddenly, the mortality attet ding it is so great, ad
the disease itself is so awful, that no epidemic is so much
dreaded, If a man’s religion can stand the test of 8 cholera’
epidemic, it is uo Light thing. Now nathing is more certain'
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than this—that in cholera time the outcaste Christians
stand steady when their peighbours by their very panic
are creating conditions favourable to the spread of the
disease ; that they meet the disease, when it does come
to. them, with the courage born of Christian faith, and
that some of them, especially those who have become
teachers, often show magnificent courage and self-sacrifice
in ministering to the sufferers both beathen and Christian,
The following ‘stories show how cholera seasons test the
pariah’s Christian religion, and find it ring true, ,‘
“Stephen, one of our catechists, bad come into Secun-
deritad® post haste for cholera medicine, and on the
morning of his return his little son Ratnam, who is in the
Boys' Home, was attacked with cholera, I was called at
once and my first enquiry was, ‘Where is Stephen?’
‘Sir, just as Ratnam fell ill, he hurried off to the station,’
The boy was put under treatment and happily recovered,
but the father's unnatural conduct puzzled me, I knew
him to be & tender-hearted man, and that he should leave
Lis child, who was possibly within an hour or two of an
agonizing death, filled me with indignation and amazement.
A week or two later when [ visited his village I asked him
why he did not stay, His answer humiliated me and made
me repent my hasty judgment. *Sir, what could I do?
I had that cholera medicine in my charge, and for avght I
knew the Christians here might be dying for want of it
God knows how anxious I was, but I thought, the
missionary is here and God is kind, surely He will not suffer
my child to die, if I burry away to take medicine to His
people in Aler! How I thanked God then for opgning
my blinded eyes to a vision of devodon so simple, so
unquestioning, s# rare | Stephen still wonders how I can
Bave thought be could have done anything else 1 ”
The next is & somewhat similar story from the Telugu
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country again :~* Another of our elders is Thalari Maraona
of Mummulkapur, He was a devout heathen before he
became a Christian, and when there was feasting or sacri-
ficing in honour of the village goddess, it was he who
always took the lead. Now be leads and inspires his

fellow-villagers to devotion to Jesus Christ. An evangelist

_named John Colvin was the means of his conversion in

1899. This same year there was an epidemic of cholera,

Our evangelist was attacked by it and died. Maranna
dug the grave with his own hands and buried bis friend and

teacher. There was no formal service read over the lonely

grave, for Maranna could not read, but very genulne tears.
were shed, and very heartfelt prayers uttered over the good

man’s sepulchre. Five years later came another terrible
epidemic of cholers, ' Our evangelist, C. Daniel, and his
wife were the first to be attacked in this village. Maranna
never left their side, but td bim it seemed that death was
nearly certain to come, and I believe they would both have

died but for this faithful man. He bad been praying by

their side, * Yesu (Jesus) Swim!, Yesu Swim!, have mercy,
have mercy, save them, save them,’ again and again, for
his prayers are short ones, When be learned that the
medicine was exhausted, he immediately set off to run
the seven miles into Kundl and back for more. It was
midnight and pitch-black ; often be missed his way ; often
his bare feet were cut by stones and picrced by thorns;
what parrow escapes he had from cobras and other
poisonous snakes be will never know ; and what is worse
than all to the Indian mind, he stumbled and fell now and
again over the bodies of those who had died of cholera and
bad been left to the jackals by their temrified friends, as is
the custom at such times. But be won his way through
and came back safely with the priceless medicine. The
lives of Lis two friends, and eventually of many others
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were saved, To the other villagers, who marvelled at his
reckless courage—for usually no man dare venture fifty
yards from his village on a dark night without & lamp and
& companion also—he said, ‘I was tempted to turn back,
but I thought, “ Without God’s hookum (order) no harm
can come to me,” 50 I was not at all afraid’ Everyone in
the vxllage looks to Maranna when trouble comes, and
seldom in vain, He has brought many to the feet of Jesus,
and through his efforts there is one large vﬂlave rea,dy to
receive baptism.”

It is a fact familiar to all who work among mass-move- {e) Courage
ments that these humble Christians die wonderfully well."‘ Facing
It is even at times rather puzzling. We wonder how it ls

 that & man whose life, judged by our standards, has been
far from satisfactory, is able to die so bmvely with words
of vnctory on his tongue, Certainly it is one sign that his
religion is & real one, Often the death of the Christians
makes an unpr&ssxve contrast with the death of those who
are far higher in the social scale, but who do not know
Chbrist. Here is & typical example :—

“In the village of Muknurambikkam, two men lay

dying last year, one in the Hindu caste village, the other
" in the parish quarter. The former was rich, influential,
educated, the head of 8 large family, a man of weight in
the village. He was what the world would call & ¢ gentle-
pwn’  The other was far from being that. He was
poor, uneducated, dependent on the favour of the caste
men for & living, illclad and underfed. But he was
» Christian, and though by no means better than he pught
to have been, the name meant something in his case, Our
evangelist, Mr Samuel, yjsited both men on their death-
beds. Devanasan (*beloved of God') confessed that be
bad been a grievous sinner, but God through Christ
bad forgiven his sin, and before his death be maid to



The Reality
of Mass- .
Movements.

94 " THE OUTCASTES' HOPE

Mr Samuel: ‘I am going to my God within two days.
You must not go away anywhere in the meanwhile, For
you will have to inter my body.” He died, as he had
foretold, two days after in great peace, commending
his soul to Jesus. Mr Samuel's visit to the rich Hindu
was very different. He: showed forth to him the Lord
Christ, and the sick man listened respectfully. But he
had no peace. " He was alarmed at the prospect of death,
*Ah me, I am going to die! What am I to do? What
is to become of my family ? I cannot endure the thought.
Do you think I am really going to die this time?’ Of
what advantage were his broad acres and polite manners?
He knew not the Lord, But the Grace of God bad made
known the secret to the humble outcaste, and he proved
beyond all possible question that Grace reigns,”

These are stories of actual men, whose Lives have been
miraculously changed by the power of Christ, We cannot
say that these inddents are typical, Inmany s congregation
such cases as these stand out against & background of
semi-heathenism calling itself Christianity, But are they
not enough to show that there is divine life in this move-
ment? The light that shines so gloriously in individuals
here and there will certainly spread ; it is spreading all the
time. The Churches in the mass-movement fields generally
are making steady progress in spirituality and in character,
They are growing in self-support, in spite of their deep
poverty, There are many self-supporting Churches in
the older mass-movement fields, such as Travancore and
Tinnevelly—nay, in Tinnevelly the day scems to be not
far distant when the Indian Church will be able to take
over the management of all the mission work formerly
carried on by foreign missionaries, in addition to supporting
a strong mission of its own which works among the Milis
in the Tehugu country, The Chibris in the Paojib are
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making remarkable efforts to support their own ministxy
All over India the missionary spirit Is gaining strength
among Indian Christians, as is evidenced by the steady
growth of the National Misslonary Society, which, manned
by Indian men and supported by Indian money, has
occupled a few of the hitherto unoccupied fields of India,
Not a little of the money which supports this most hopeful
enterprise is given by those who, but for the work of the
mass-movements, would be degraded outcastes to-day.

Is it surprising that those who know the mass-movements Hope for the
best, while never shutting their eyes to their weaknesses, Future.
see In them a wonderful work of God, and are full of hope
for the future ? To falter in face of what God has already
wrought would 'indeed be a strange lack of faith, God
Las abundantly made it manifest that He has sent us to
the outcaste, to preach good tidings to the poor, to
proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of sight
to the blind; to set at liberty them that are bruised, and’
to proclaim the scceptable year of the Lord.  God is with
us, and we have no fear for ‘the future. Yet withal this
picture has a dark side, and we must paint it as faithfully
as we can in the next chapter,
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. THE CaLL 70 PRavER ON Bauarr ov MissioaRizs

Tex picture just glven of the successes gained by mass.
movement wark in India is a true one, yet not & completa
picture of the work as a whole, Eacouraging s are some
ofthemultsolthuwork,yctnoneohhmmgagedmn
would wish to dey that it has some serious drawbacks, and
is beset by great difficulties. The aim of this chapter is
to present the reverse side of the medal, in order that
sympathisers at home may understand the work more truly,
udwbnhlctoprayfontmmmumgmt}y

m&mmdmonobvmdxﬁﬁc\ﬂtywhwhlmxum
observer of the mass-movergents is that they are altogether
100 large, in nearly every fuse, for the mission stad which

Mowements, ig deaiing with them. T as results in overwork, azd for -
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missionary societies overwork spells breaking down in
bealth and expensive returns to the home-land for recovery,
lnvolvmg much dislocation of all mission arrangements.
\Vhat is far more serious, it means that much work will be -
, done which is"of poor quality, and much rubbish will be
built into the foundations of the Church of the future.

Some idea has already’ been gwen of the multifarious (a) The
activities of the district missionary in a centre of one of g“ssmafy

. verworked

these rapldly growing movements: .Let us now, in con-
nection with our first point, follow such a missionary
through an ordinary day so that we may rea.hze the a.mount
and pressure of his work.

In his headquarters his office table (note the term “ office ™ ¢
he has an “ office * instead of the home minister’s * study™),
Is Joaded with business papers and account books, and his
post-bag is very bulky, If he Is to have any time for
devotions it must be at early dawn or late at night, for he
will probably have no single hour free of interrupuon in
between. Just as he is settling down to. somé piece of
work requiring careful thought, there is a low cough on the
verandah,which grows in persistence and soor becomes two
or three coughs, and the missionary knows that several
people are waiting on the verandah for business interviews.
One is an evhngelist from a village fifteen miles away who
has brought an estimate for repairs to a school building,
which estimate must be scrutinized in closest detail ; after
this the affairs of half-a-dozen churches and schools in the
“ circle ” supervised by that evangelist must be talked over
st Jength, for the missionary will not be able to see him
again for some time, The next man is & teacher dismissed
two months ago for serious misconduct, who bas come to ask
for a certificate, regards the refusal of a certificate as pure °
mulice on the missionary’s part, and departs, after a quarter
of an hour's patient explanation, with angry thoughts of the
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tyranny of these forelgn misgonarles. The next ls a coolle,
who is the father of two children in the boardmg-home He
has walked thirty miles to pay them a-visit, and wants an
order to the matran to give him & free mcal. The rules
laid down for such ‘matters are briefly explained to him,
So the time avears on with interviews and letter-writing and
book-keeping, and there are still anxous-looking people
"waiting for an interview when the bell rings for the week-
night service, at which our poor missionary friend has to give
the address, trusting perforce to divine inspiration given at
the moment, for he has had po time for preparation. -

* The next day he has promised to go on tour, and to be
at a village twenty miles away for an evening meeting.
His luggage Is duly sent ahead at daylight, he intending to
come after it in the cool afternoon hours on his cycle As
If there were fatality in it, a mass of business requiring to
‘be immediately dealt with comes in by post. He is delayed
three hours in his start, and when st length be mounts his
bicycle, perhaps glving final instructions to a “ writer”
running & few yards down the road alongside of him, he
has tq pedal at full speed for his twenty miles, and at the
end of it, conduct his meeting without a moment’s interval
for rest. The mext day he visits three, four, or even five
more villages, knowing all the time that to give the whols
day to one village would be far more eflective, yet when he
divides the pumber of villages to be visited by the number
of possible touring-days, he knows that be must either rush
from place to place, or else be responsible for work In some
villages which he never sees. Al this Is very likely going
on with a temperature somewhere near 100 degrees in the
shade. Of course, there are districts where the stad islarge
enough for work to be camied on at & more reasonable
pace. Yet fn the case of mass-movements it is so common
far two or three miisionaries to be la solg reiponsible
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ckorge of all the organized work In s district where five
ten, even twenty thousand baptized Christians are scatterec
over hundreds of villages, that the above state of thirgs Is
far more frequent than it ought to be. Tt is clear that the
mission staff working under such conditions is mnmng
grave risk to health.

Our second point is pot 5o clear at first sight, but it really () The
{nvolves & fur more serious danger; the work done at tth“" of
pressure described above s so inefectual that in some Quhty
villages a work apparently successtul is thoroughly corrupt.

If we bear in mind that many of the vilage teachers are

- Crawn from the lowest classes, and pcrhnps ¢even now have

many Leathen conpections whose infuence is all the hardet -

to resist because it s imperceptitle, we shall not be shocked
to hear of occasional moral disaster. A teacher takes to
¢rink, and &l his work promptly suffers, Some days his
school is not held at all, but be marks the register. By a
Lttle exercise of “’cutencss ® he is forewarned of the
evangelist'’s visit, and be has means of persuading the
children to be all in their places oa the necessary day, His
Sunday services are very perfunctorily conducted, his
lesscn belng given altogether without preparation, Tre
Mmisi.cnary arrives one evenirg, and again the teacter bas
ways of Lis own of getting a large corgrepaticn togetber, it
rmay be even at the cost of & small expenditure for bribery,
The pissionary is ia the vilage exactly two hours., Even
in that time, if Le is & wan of experience, he will protably
form suspidons that something is wrong, but ke cannot act
on suspicions, and after speaking soe words of warning,
Le Las to go on to the next place with an urkappy feeling
ttat the work is of Litte value. Months pass Lefore be can
get to the roct of the matter and deal with it frroly,
Meanwhile the whole of the work done i that villige, by
i very Llieness, Las enormously Lindered, instead of help-
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‘ ing, the coming of the Kingdom. Mareover, In a country

where sexual problems at the best of times have aa un.
healthy prominence, it need scarcely be said that occasion-
ally the sorely-tempted worker falls mto grosser sins than

, and even these may remain for lorg unde-
tectcd,ihnethqmacnnguapoxsonuponcvaypanol
the work, Troly the Clristian Charch pays & heavy price
whcnnscndunmdeqummﬂmmpem.h a wide-spread

movement,

TWhat is the remedy ?  The remedy usualy suggested by
the bome Board of Missions is that the over-worked

missionary should delegate many of his responsibilities to

“carefully chosen Indian workers. There can be ro doubt

that this Is the ideal Ene.of progress, and missionaries oa-
the field are making steady efforts in that direction. But
It is of £o use to iguore the fact that this can only be done
gradealy. * In the case of most of the mass-movements the
conditions are such that the number cf workers who can
take vpon their shoulders thoss responsibilizies which are
the missionary’s heaviest burden is often painfully timited,
% Bat why,” asks some mission director, ¥ why bave pot
the missiccaries made it their bosiness from the first to
train up szch men?™ Tte answer is prodably. this—that
during the last fifteen yeas some five thousand Chritiacs
bave been bapuzed in a given area, snd that the total
Christian community is bow one of mars thaa ten thousand
scattered over thres hundred wilages. The pumber of
missionaries is practicaly what i was £fteen years ago.
Alowirg for furlocghs and chynges, on the average thers
kave been in the field thres men, who Pave ituzerated
among three buadred villages, managed two bunlred and
£ty schools, trained hundreds of vilage teachers, and kept
the lamp of Christiay twh barnirg through a wide Catriet,
Te take a3 extreme instance, 8 misiorary wiiles from
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Fategarh (United Provinces):—" In five of our stations our
Christian communities bave increased during the last four'
years at the rate of 100% per yéir, till now the total
Christian community of those five districts numbers about
16,000. 4 » « »» There are-more than Jo0 new disciples
baptized during the year for whom no teacher is ready.”
Missionaries in such districts have had no time to train men
who can take over heavy responsibilities. of finance, or who
can understand the Church’s past so thoroughly as to be -
able to exercise the ecclesiastical functions of,a modern
bishop. To make such men out of the material presented
by the depressed classes will require generations of Christian - |
education; yet the ideal leaders of the community will
Recessarily be men sprung. from its own loins, rather than
converts from higher castés who will always be regarded by
the masses as a foreign element. " The lack of a sufficient .-
gumber of Indian workers who are fit to take over the
work mow done by the missionary is not due to the
missionaries’ lack of foresight half as much as to the fact
“that the mass-movements have been so immense, and have
come 50 rapidly. It is & penalty of the very success of the \
work,

Consequently even for the purpose of saising up Indmn
workers who will ulnmately take the missionaries”  places,
‘n most missions & large increase in the staff is an impera-
tive pecessity, or else well-staffed training institutions for &
higher grade of workers must be added to the existing
squipment. Even if the missionaries oo the field continue
to do what many of them are doing at present, viz,, dis-
€ourage baptism of new Christians because there is*no hope
of their beirg adequately instructed, yet still for the num-
bers s they stand at the present time'in all missions deal-
ing with mass-movements, there is urgent need for a large
increase in the number of missionaries, - -
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. How many Christians €t home really believe that mls-
sionaries are actually declining to accept new adherents to
Christianity for lack of means to instruct them? Here is
evidence in the shape of typical- extracts from recent
reports, each from a different part of the country =—* The
Reddy Dommarilu inquirers, numbering about soo, we
bave decided to give up for the present, as we bave not
suitable workers to spare to deal with these people.”
,“The Lombadies have made no further movement
towards Christianity, This is partly due to the inadequacy
of our present staff of workers.”

“We need more workers, for there are still well over a
hundred congregations without & resident teacher, but we
bave no suitable workers ready.” "

" “Earnest petitions pleading for Christian teachers are
coming in from villagés where the people have heard a
Little of the Gospel. But in sotrow of heart we are forced
to lay these appeals aside, for we have not the half-crown
a weck that is necessary for the support of the teacher who

is to live among them. When these refusals bave actually

“ to be made, realizing as we do the condition in which we
condemn these people to remain, it weR-nigh‘ crushes us
with despair,”

“*“We have people under our care who havc long ago

accepted Christ, but we dare not baptize them, for if we do

80, we must send to them a teacher, and we bave not the
means.” '

“1 listen almost dally to pressing appeals for teachers
and schools, and it Is distressing to seg the interest of
those who bave asked often and often waning because their
appeals are apparently unheeded. A week ago three men
eame to see me who bad walked sixteen miles for the pur-
pose of pressing me te send & teacher at once, promising
to place land at our disposal for the buildiog of & shed.”
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* Desides many Christlan villages that wait for the care
of teachers, the following mew villages are asking to be
taken under our care -and mstructed——(hm follow ten
Telugu names). Burdened In all ways as’ we on the field
slready are, we are unable at present to provide for those
waiting souls, We have neither the time to go to them
ourselves, nor_the money with which to provide teachers,

Tbe call is urgent and our ability is powerless. Our cry
is that of the prophet, ‘I am oppressed; undertake for
me L 1] N

It is not to save the missionaries’ feelings—it is to save
{gnorant souls from wandering Inte destruction § it is to save-
the future Church of Indis from grievous corruption—that
more workers, both foreign and Indian, must be’ found to
sheplierd these far-scattered flocks. If an ‘actual Literal

~account could be written of the sort of thing that goes on
in & villige in & mass-movement area where no regilar
instruction has been given, ‘and where no proper super-
vision s exercised, it would come as a terrible shock to
Christians in England, The double Life led by the village
teacher who Las succumbed to the constant pressure of his |
temptations, yet who for the sake of his living pretends to
be pious and preaches glib sermons, what & ghastly fruit
gpringing from the ill-supported activities of missions! It
is no exapgeration to say that there are village out-stations
—not one or two—in some areas where mass-movements
prevail, which are as powerful hindrances to the coming of
the Kingdom in those regions as any which the most
fendish ingenuity could devise.. These foul growths are
the direct result of the undcr-sta.fﬁng of missions,

There Is another way in ‘which the mass-movements, Difficulties
unless tle missionary exercises the strongest possible self- mm‘
restraint, are apt to produce, with all their benefits, some Missiogary
undesirable results, In many a district where whole 1%olaton.
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villazes of outcastes are coming over to Christianity, the
foreign missionary Is the only person in the mission who
bas any real education and culture. He is the only person
who bas a wide enough outlook to be guided by general
principles in the problems of to-day. Dy the necessities of
mission procedure, he is in charge of all the mission funds,
Of the large number of village teachers who are supparted
by the mission, not one would think of rendering anything
but implicit obedience to any wish of the missionary, His
circle-evangelists may express their mind more freely

than the-teachers, but even they hesitate very much to

oppose an expressed - opinion of the missionary. He is
consulted about every conceivable adair in the whole dis-
trict, and Is constantly asked to interfere in matters which
be protests are quite out of his sphere. In such circum-
stances as these, the ‘most humble-minded missionary can
hardly prevent himself from developing sutocratic ten-
dendes, while independence of character in the teachers
finds no fruitful soil in which to grow. The teachers are

strictly subordinate, not becauss the missionary wishes
them to be, but because they never see how they could

possibly be anything else. And with & large stad of these

_ strictly subordinate belpers it is extremely difficult to main-

tain that healthy human sympathetic relation of friendship
without which the most zealous industry will produce bttle
result. The missionary’s office tends to become & centre
for the district, an office Liks that of & Government Collec- -
tor, from which are fssued orders which must be obeyed.
Tte connection between the missionary and the teacher
in an out-lyizg vilage tends to become tore cffcial than’
religious.  Without the remotest intention of doicg any
such thirz, the missionary is performing the functions of
bishop and dvil magistrate combined, and sgainst Lis
decisions there is often no appeal. Only those who bave
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tried it know how diScult it Is In these drcumstances to
raintaln suficent strictness for the interests of the work,
ind yet to be the pastor end friend, mste&d of the
tackmaster, of the Indian workers.

The nmedy is, of course, that the missionary should be (b) The Need
more endued with the graces of patience and humility, and {nmﬁnnng
the Incian worker with the graces of reliability and Leaders,
Independence. It wil also be extremely he!pful if-an inter-
mediate class of workers can be raised up—men whose
zeneral and theclogical education is such that a greater
In.ln, of sympathy sad equallty can exist bttween them
a-d the missionary than is now generally possible. Itisa
forturste thing that two theclogical colleges have recently
been established, one in the North and one in the South,
st which Indian gmd.m es ard ondergraduates can receive
s course of trainizz somewtat similar to' that given in
theological colieges at home. Indian workers with such a
tralnirg will have a mind of their own, they will be less and

“1ess mere subordizates, and they will be able to feel a real
fellowship with the missionary, besides relieving him of
many of bis responsibilities,

A third problem of the mass-movements which has Dificulties
tiready beea Linted at is the problem of self-support. ‘&Mc‘::“‘ .
CLurches in India must ul:umtely £ind the salaries of their Seif.Sup-
own pa:..ors. Though “for & time the foreizn missionary portiag.
sociedies’ morey must be given to belp them, this is only an '
uTangement to meet the most pressing present diffculties,
and a3 s00m a3 it ceases to be regarded ss temporary it
becomes an unhealthy reladonship. But the dSiculties are
Tmmerse. Something Las already been said of the poverty (a) The
of the outcastes, but no description can give an adequate g"m
iles of it to thcse who Lave not seen it. Remember that ® o
twopence & day is o fair average wage all the year round
for milons of them, and that for moxths of almost every
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year they get only one meal a day (and that none too
generous), and sull you have not realized, one-tenth of
what such poverty involves, It is only close contact with
the outcastes which can show how poverty is pressing with
a deadly weight upon every kind of higher impulse which
they conceive. No one would send round the collection

" plate on Sundays to such people and expect to receive

thereby enough money to pay & teacher’s salary.
But it is not even thé people’s poverty which is the

Outcastes’  preatest difficulty : it is the disposition, already mentioned,

Lack of «
Independ-
ence, -

(cLS:f:

to think of themselves as paturally dependent upon others,
~ a3 surely as the creeper on its supporting tree, or the chxld
upon its parents. This tendency has been engralted in
them for a thousand years, and 1s now a part of their very
nature. The sense of pleasure which self-respecting men
have in standing on theu' own feet is at first totally incom-
prehensxble to parishs, God made ‘them, they think, to
lcan on othersj if it were not so, He would have created
them in some other caste. Nothing annoys the missionary
so much as the constant declaration by the village Chris-
tians that he is their father and mother—a statement which
is always the prefzce to some fresh appeal for help, made
on the assumption (as plain to the lppealmg persons as

. any law of nature) that the missionary’s business is to help

and theirs to be belped, and that he is & good missionary
or otherwise according as the help is generous or mot,
Withal there is the further assumption, particularly agzra-
vating to the hard-pressed musionary, that his financial
resources are boundless, md that giving is a matter of
pcrlect ease,

These are mountainous dxﬁ'xculuu barriog the way to
self-support. But faith and Christiaa wisdom ¢an and must
overcome them, and progress is already being made. Alter
all, poor as tae heathen pariah is, the amount of money be
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will sometimes spend on a wedding or on a ceremony to
propitiate some demon, thereby putting himsel, it is true,
in debt for years afterwards, is at times very astonishing,
and far greater than the sums he spends on his church
after he becomes a Christian. - We must never admit
that love of display or superstitious fear is permanently
stronger than the love of Christ. Nor are we compelled
to do so. What we have to do is to devise methods of
giving which shall be in accordance with the customs of
the people, at the same time consistently training them 1ip
to higher ideals of giving. Time-honoured English methods
of raising money must be replaced by methods more in-
digcnous. We have already spoken of the barvest thanks-
giving service, which is one tbat Indian people can under-
stand, and at which they will give most generously of their
substance= A man who would not dream of putting more
than one half-penny in the collection plate every Sunday
will give & sheep, and the poor- widow, who expects at
Christian festivals to receive instead of giving money, will
somehow or other raise a pumpkin for the * ingathering
service,” The giving of first fruits of garden and field and
fock is another way of showing gratitude which seems to
come naturally to Indian people. The rice-collection
slrendy mentioned is another good method. In some mis-
sions & regular levy, almost a sort of poll-tax, is reqmred
from the congregatmns, and enforced by means which go
beyond moral suasion, sometimes even by a kind of boy-
cott on the part of the Church. This far from ideal,

though decidedly efective, way of teaching the Christians to
give is justified on the ground that the people are children
in their religious Life, As children they must be compelled
to give, just as some clildren are at first compelled ta go to
school, At school they will learn the value of education,
and in course of time, will come to seek knowledge without
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external compulsion. So the Christian parfabs, having once
acquired the babit of giving for the support of their Church,
will gradually learn to give out of real love and gratitude,

These are Ly few of the innumerable ways in which
missionaries are trying to teach this infant Church the joy
of Christian giving. Misslonaries on the field to-day realize,
perhaps more clearly than it was ever realized in the past,
that this problem s one which mus be solved for the sake
of the future. And yet when all that is possible has been
done, how trifling scems the amount raised in each village
~not one-fourth of the teacher’s salary. The villages are
therefore grouped in “ circles,” so that thelr total contri
butions may more nearly be approximate to the sal
an Indian pastor, who must be responsible for the &%
of half-a-dozen or more Christian congregations, each of
which we should ix England probably constitute into a
separate Church,

One thing is certaln, and that is that the Christians from
the depressed classes are contributing far more than they
used to do. But this part of the mlssionary’s task 1s
indeed weary, uphill work, anf Lome supporters must
exercise great patience. It Is not much use to give & sub-
scription for the support of work In a'village for five years,
on the understanding that at the end of that time it will
become self-sfipporting. It takes mare than five years to
undo the work of a thousand, and to make an independent
community out of those whom the soclal customs of ages
have mads into beggary. But the five years will probally
show a perceptible advance, and some day will be reached
that far-distant goal on which are written the words * self-
support,” * self-government,” and * self-propagation.” Then
the missjonary’s work will be done.

These are only a few of the more prominent protlems of
mass-movement work, The practical probiemms of executive

A
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(FLat of thewe people have heen throngh a AMission School s the others have not)
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detail are innumerable, and the man who can day ia and The Call to
day out face them all with a cheerful heart, is a man of &‘iggnﬁes
great faith and optimistic temperament, He is one of
humanity’s great burden bearers, Harassed by lack of
workers and lack of funds, with his physica! strength taxed
to its uttermost and beyond, above all, sickened trom
time to time by moral failure and ingratitude from those
for whom he is spending his life, he is sometimes inclined
to resent, as Moses did, that the Lord had hidden hiv:
bring up this people. But every man wio has seen the
possibilitics of this great work and consecrated himself to
their realization will likewise pray with Moses for ais
people, “ Yet now, if Thou wilt, forgive their sin; and if
not, blot me, T pray Thee, out of the book which Then hast
written.” -
Pray for him, home supporters ; pray that in the midst of
all the wearing disappointments he may hear in his heart
from day to day the clear messsage, I will do this thing
also which thou hast spoken,” and, “ My presence zhall go
with thee, and T will glve thee rest.”



CHAPTER VIII

THE PLACE OF THIS WORK IN WINNING INDIA FOR
CHRIST

. SUMMARY
Tur OpyecT-LissoN oF Mass-MoveEMENT WORK
Orugr Tyeks or MisstonARy WORK IN InDIA
{a) Christian Colleges
(4) Friendship with Educated Hindus
(¢) Work among the Middle Classes
(d) The Work of Missionary Hospitals
(¢) The Appeal of Christian Books
(/) Women’s Work for Women
} (¢) Preaching and Speaking
Tug PLacr or Mass-MOVEMAENT WORK: {15 KELATI®N 10
Sociar Work Ar Homs
THE DARGERS OF PRESENT CONDITIONS OF Mass-MOVEMENT
Work
() Pariah Christians Unshepherded
(#) Their Children Untaught
(¢} Pariah Inquirers Kept Back
{d) The Significance of these Facts
Tue PossisLE FUrur: oF Mass-MOVEMENTS
THz NrEDS AND OPPORTUNITIES OF TRE WORE
THE POwrR TO MEET THESE NEEDS

The Object- TS book is concerned entirely with the work done by
Lessonof  Christinn Missions for the depressed classes in India. It
%:i;nent aims at showing that there is one hope for the outcastes,
Work, . and that is (o know Jesus Christ, who s presented to them

by Missions alone. It has not tried to give an account of

all the forms of mission work being carried on in India,
110
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Therefore the reader must be reminded that this mass-
movement work_is only one of many ways in which the
missionary enterprise is trying to bring India into contact
with Jesus Christ. Missions are speking to reach all classes
and to touch every heart, by any method which the spirit
of Christ may suggest, whether by schools or colleges, by
hospitals or reading-rooms or institutions of all kirds, or by
the plain frontal attack of street preaching. Amongst all
these good works, the work of the mass-movements has the
special significance that it serves as & gigantic object-lesson
to India of the spirit and power of the Christian Gospel,
Here is a great sunken mass,” which no Hindu formerly
supposed it possible to uplift by any power whatsoever, A
new force has come to India, and by what it has already
done has shown itself able to make the pariah into a man,
No amount of mere statement of the power of Christ to
save oould bave appealed to India with such force as this
cemonstration in plain facts..

But mass-movement work is only one of very many forms Othet Types
of mission work carried on in India. At the opposite end & ary W’f::'
of the social scale from the outcastes are the Brihmans, the
stucents and government officials—men of immense intel
lectual acuteness, but with a deep discontent in their lives.

They flock to the culleges where they can study for a (a) Christian
degree ; therelore in the great educational centres Christiari Coleges:
Xissions are striving to give them their college course under
Christan infivences. In this way thousands of the future

leaders of India are coming into contact with Christianity

in the lives of their Christian professors, and are gaining &

fair knowledge of the Bible, True, the number of such
students who defnitely seek Christian beptism is wvery
small, so that some lLave evea advised the missionary
societies to give up work which yielded so small a visible

retwra and to spend all their energies upon the enteastes.
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But on the one hand, surely it would be a calamity if
Christianity came to be considered in India merely as a
religion for pariahs, which we were afraid to present to
men of intellectual ability ; and on the other.hand, this
work is preparing for a great mass-movement of educated
men in the future. It is gradually changing their idcals,
their moral standards, and the whole spiritual atmosphere
in which th¢y live. The day must come.sooner or later
when large numbers of the men who bave already come to
know much of Christ will seek to know Him more, and to
become His disciples.

Outside the colleges, lectures on religious subjects are
given for the benefit of these men, and many of them are
members of Bibleclasses conducted by Christian leaders,
But perhaps the most effective work of all is being done by
a few missionaries who are able to give much time to the
simple intercourse of friendship with educated Hindus,
such friendship as inevitably leads to fellowship in religious
thought, in which the Christian can offer that which he has
of spiritual blessing with the least possible hindrance from
racial barriers or misunderstandings.

And between the Brihmans and the outcastes there are
the vast middle classes, the backbone of the population.
India will pever be woa while these are left to thersclves.
These sturdy cultivators, going out day by day with their
oxen to their ploughing in the sun, looking at Lfe with &
patient hopelessness—they need Christ as much as any one, -

yet the vast majority of them know pext to nothing of Him,

But there are gleams of light in this wide-spread darkness,
In the Telugu country there are signs that the mass-move-
ment among the outcastes is yet going to yield its noblest
fruit in & similar movement among the midd'e castes. The
ilustration of the power of Christianity to transform Lfe is
proving very attractive to the masters of the Chnistian out-
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castes, In Khammamet and Raghavapuram, two stations
of the Church Missionary Society in the Telugu country,
where the mass-movement of outcastes has been very strong,
there are now rgoo acherents from. the caste people alone,
living in " different villages, scattered over a large area.
Not only in these places, but all over India, and especially
in the towns, the'Christian community now contains a
strong minority of men drawn from most of the different
- castes.® Nevertheless the work is only begun, Solid rocks
of prejudice, ignorance, and pride have to be opened by
the power of God, and the Church, relying upon Him,
must use every means in her power for the accomplishment
of this task,

Foremost among all the agencies for removing prejudme (d) The
and interpreting the true spirit of Christianity come the x{’m of
hospitals. -Imagine what must be the ‘feelings of the Hospntals
cataract patient who goes in with many fears to see if this
foreign doctor can do anything for his blind eyes, and in a-
short time receives his sight, being daily reminded that the
love and kindness shown to him spring from the love of
Christ. He cannot for the rest of his Lfe think about -
Christ just as his prejudiced fellow-villagers think, -

Then suppose he picks up at & book-stall some Christian (e) The
book in his own tongue, which has the breath of the lave ép‘ml of
of God in all its language. He will find his heart touched Books.
in a new way, and will recognize the same influence which
Le met at the hospital. There is a great future for the
Christian book in India, and missionaries who have seen
this are in many cases filling up their scanty lexsure with
the maling of such books,

Suppo:e that in the house of this same man 2 sym (H Work
pathetic and tacthd Christian lady comes and makes Womos,
friends of his wife and daughters, She teaches them the
e.cmentary facts of Christianity, and another breach is
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opened in the stronghold of the man’s prejudice, for his
conservative-minded women-folk have begun to welcome
the new truth. Thank God, this women’s work for women !
has been enormously developed during the last twenty
years, so that in every large town in India thousands of
non-Christian women are regularly studying the Bxble
their own homes,

Meanwhile at the corners of the streets of the cities, unde
the banyan-trees, by the country kigh-roads, outside the
blacksmith’s shop or the estate-clerk’s verandah, by conversa-
tions and public addresses wmen are trying to make the Gos-
pel message plain to all sorts and conditions of men, while
in the mission schools all over India something like half a
million young people are studying. And still the work s
only begun, for India is so vast. Every single kind of
mission work now done needs to be multiplied again and
again, for remember that in India the Church is attacking
a greatér citadel than Paul faced in the ancient Roman
Empire,’ .

But amid all these efforts, the great mass-movements have
a special place and make a very strong appeal. Much is.
being thought and written to-day about the shilting social
conditions at home, in Europe generally, and in America,
Eut where can we find anything of equal mngmtude to the
breaking up of the sge-old social system in India? The
uplift of the pariahs through Christianity and education is
even now effecting far-reaching changes in India, Just as
social changes at home should be guided by the Churches,
so in Indis, through the agency of missionary aad Indian
Cliristian bodies, the future of India may be shaped

All work, whether at home or abroad, which gives such
Christian belp and direction to great social movements is
one work, The uplifting of & falen world is the Cuurch’s

1 See Appcadis ea Women's Wack ku Womea,
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task, and missions and social work at home make ultimately
the same appeal and should be thought of together, There
is no real distinction between them; both are pressing
forward to the same great end ; both are doing their share
1 working out God's wonderful scheme for the redemption
f.f mankind, Vet it is often asked by devoted home
irorkers in the cause of social reform, * Why should we

'nd money to the distant heathen when we cannot possxbly

“gect the needs of our own slums?” Our answer is,
‘Your work in London or Glasgow and my work in
India are one1” It is, therefore, an initial mistake to ask
Thristian people to support one kind of work and not the
sother, ‘It would bs as mad for the Christian Church to
igrore the poor in Birmingham and Bristol while spending
jarge sums to uplift the pariah, as it would be for the
Church to restrict itself to Birmingham and Bristol and to
ignore the pariah.  Mission work for the depressed classes and
social work at home for the poor are simply based upon the
fact that no man imbued with Christ's spmt can sit still while
God's little ones are trodden in the mire, whether in Man-
Yester or in Madras. The Church that could see men
fiooken-hearted and bound, and do nothing, would be
‘mtrue to its Lord.

Let us turn now to look at two or three facts in the The Dangers
preset conditions of mass-movement work, First, the %‘z&m
needs of the outcaste Christians have not yet been :uppliecl {8) Pariah
Theusands of these people who have been admitted into Christiane
the fcld of the Church are yet unshepherded and untaught, Unshep.
Think a,xm of what is involved in sentences Lke the follow. 2744

¥ This (act was most m*fkingly brought out at the Conference of the
Stcdent Chrisian Mevewent in Jasuary, 1912, The reader is strongly
tecommended to refer for himsell 1o the seport of the Conference,
“Christ sad Homan Need,” jn which home and foreign problems m
considered side Ly side,
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ing from recent mission reports :~* The number of villag
in which our people dwell is 300, and in 164 of the
there is no resident teacher ¥ ; * There are more than 7t
new disciples, baptized during the year, for whom n
teachers are ready.” There are baptized people in many
places who will answer the question, * Who is Jesus Christ ? "
with—* How should I know?” The Church ought never
to have baptized them if it was going to leave them in this
condition. B

Again, though much educational work has been done,
still only about forty per cent. of Indian Christian
children are sttending school - And lastly, there are
millions of outcastes waiting to be gathered in, but
there is no one to gather them, It is a significant fact
that during the very years in which the missionaries have
recently been baptizing thousands of outcastes in one part
of the Panjib, in another part great masses of them have

- gone over to Mohammedanism. Christian missions have

{d) The Sig-
mificance
these Facts,

been too late for the outcastes there, and their task bas
become infinitely harder,

What is the meaning of these facts? They spell danger,
not only to the work of the Missionary Societies—nor even
only to the future of the Indian Church—but to the
progress of mankind. It is a fact too Little understood
that the existence of & mass of some fifty million down-
trodden outcastes in a distant part of the Pritish Empire
retards the progress of social reform at bome. On the
other hand, the prevalence of drunkenness and of bad
social conditions at home is positively hindering the pariah
in his upward march.? Again, if India is to remain bound
down by the dead weight of her outcaste population, a bar
wil be set to the upward progress of China and Japan,
The families of the human race are more closely knit

§ See ** Christ asd Human Need®
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together to-dsy than ever before: now, more than for-
merly, it is true of the great body of mankind, that if one
member suffers, all tiie members suffer.

A consideration of thece facts makes our duty to mass- The Possible
movements abundantly evideat. So, also, does & view of ﬂ'ﬁfﬁﬁ e
the present opportunity, It is often said, and probably g,
correctly, that in the next generation, granted the necessary
workers and funds, thirty millions of outcastes could be
gathered into the Christian Church. But with the present
resources it simply cannot be done, and to attempt it would-
be to swamp the Church with baptized heathenism. Yet
just think of it—thirty millions of people practically ready
to accept whatever truth we bring. What a Church they
might make! A great strong Church in India half o
century from now, what might that not mean to Asia and
to the whole world ? It is & thought to make the blood run
faster. But turn away from the thought, and look at the
subscription lists of the missionary societies, Promptly the
vision fades. And yet this great thing could be done if the
Chyrch-at home would wake up and see whither God i is
leadmg it.

It is not simply more money, nor even sunply more men The Needs
that we need ; we need every kind of reinforcement—intel- 224 Oppor-
lectual, ﬁna.naxl spmtnal—-for this campaign. We need the Work.
the best men. It is quite a mistake to suppose, as people .
so often do suppose, that the ablest men leaving college to
go to the mission field can find scope for the exercise of
their powers only in mission colleges. We have already
hinted at the opportunity eflered them by mass-movement
work. The laying of the foundations of'a great Church
in & great land is & work to be done by men.who
know the Church’s past history in other lands, and have
clear visions of the Church of the future. The task
of interpreting the Christian message to the heart of the
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outcaste, and of building up his character by promoting
steady growth in Christian knowledge, of doing this not for
one man in one place, but for a thousand men scattered
over hundreds of villages—on such & task can be brought
to bear every kind of strength—mental, physical, and
spiritual—with which God endows His children. Everyone
knows how the missionary has to turn his hand to anything,
and be accountant, building contractor, and f£ifly other
things besides being pastor. But most people at home do
not know how the demands made by this’ mass-movements
work call out all the latent qualities of the best Christian
manticed. To live in & wide district as almost the sole

_buman medium through which fresh knowledge, or new
comfort and power, can come to a multitude of God's
children, to know that from day to day men look towards
the missionary’s bung\llow first of all for light in their dark-
ness and consolation in their sorrows—surely no oae, how-
ever gifted, need ask for a higher sphere of labour,

Yet when we cry out of need for the best, do not mis-
understand us. We do not mean that only the selected
few bere and there can hope to be used in this task, God
who called Moses and Jeremiah and many a reluctant man
and woman in our own day, and accomplished through them
a work for which they felt they had no qualification—that
God can make common men into His best workers, The
man who has heard the call of God to dedicate Lis life to
the deliverance of the captives may be a man of no extra-
ordinary gifts, but when be bas learnt to love the lowest,
and in the strength of that great word, “ Inasmuch as ye
did it unto the least of these, ye did it unto Me,” can go to
meet Christ in every paracheri—that man can be used for
mighty things, as the history of the mass-movement in detal
would show. God so often uses the things that are not to
confound the things that are,
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It Is the same old story with which' we are familiar in

every genuine effort made for the world’s salvation. N

Humanly speaking, the task is a crushing impossibility, as
is certainly the redemption of fifty million outcastes by a
few over-burdened missionary organizations, But God’s

The Power
to Meet the
ced.

resources are s inexhaustible dnd as available as ever, and’

we are called, as the Edinburgh Conference has reminded
all the Churches, to make new discoveries of the grace
and power of God for ourselves, for the Church, and for
the world ;- and in the strength of that firmer and bolder
faith in Him, to face the new age and the new task with &
DEW consecration, .
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He wanted them to be; peither are you always. When the
ponchayat ! met yesterday, what did it havetodo? ™

The answer is & little hesitating, for one of the head-men whe
did not come out well is present. Gmduallz) * Chaudhri !
Jha.ndu, and Mauln and Rura went to the Diwali fair, and the
joined some heathen who were gambling in bonour of the idol,
and they got drunk afterwards. And the pamcAdyst said they
must sit at the back of the church, and pay a fine.”

“ Now, do you see what God meant when He said to these
Bani Israil: “Ephraim, he mixeth himself among the peoples?*
Like you ‘they were living in the midst of idulaters, and the
idolaters were many more than they, so that it was difficult for
the Bani Israil never to fall into their ways. .But when they
did so, how it grieved God, Who had been so good to them |

(A member of the congregation, who bave recently beea
taught by their reader the sto;:y of the Exodus.) * Yes, Sahib,
He delivered them from the Egyptians, who made them wark
without pay as the farmers used to do to us.”

“ Yes, but what has God delivered you from, and Whom &id
Hesond todoit? A prophet?” i ’

. *No, Sahib, He sept us His Son, and He was better than
Hazrat Musa (Moses),.and He delivered us from Satan and his
works.” .
*“Yes, He did, and you renounced them when you were
baptized ; but you know, you have not always kept yous promise,
. though I am sure it isn't easy for you, and some of you do try
hard, and pone of you would like to be told that you are not
Christians. But now let us see what more the prophet said about
those Bani Israil who got mixed vp with the )’dolatm." Oue of
the boys reads it.
* Ephraim is & cake not turned.”  *
" * Just think & lttle. One of you bas worked hard, belping
to plough the field, then the corn was sown, It had to be
watered in the cold nights and weeded under the hot sun, and
thorn branches were dragged from 8 distance and put all round
the field to guard it. Then the time of harvest came, and the
whole family turned out to help ia the reaping. They were faint
with thirst and stiff with stooping, but 0o one murmured, because
the evening was cominivhen the sheaves would be divided, and
none grumbled when a beavy load was put upon his head to carry
home, for be was reaping the truit of his toil, | Thes the corn was
beaten out, and stored in your mud granary, and your wife took
out day by day enough for the lood of the family. It was ground
in the handmill, it was kneaded, the fire was Lghted, the dough
patted into chapdtis {lat rouad cakes), 80d the chapitis baked oo
the iroa plate. The bheap is ready for the fanuly to eat. You

¥ Council of fve (of more) which macages the sfairs of ous Lud:as sommunicsatsy

It s vre Conre € of @us suugreg;
3The Lile of 8 bead-man,
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ot tnis are disastrous, Young Daniel, who has lately been
baptized, and is making a genuine effort to live a cousistent
Christian life, marries a rough pariah girl—well-meaning and
Chnistian in intention, bat still instinctively afraid of the local
demons, and a prey to other heathen superstitions, The danpger
is that she may drag Daniel back into scmi-heathenism. She
i3 in urgent need of teaching. :

It is now almost a common-place to say that the Clristianisa-
tion of India depends on winning her women ; but it is as true in
village missions as in city work. A missionary authority puts it
very strongly : "' So long,” he says, * as mother, sister, wife and
daughter remain in darkness, so long must husband, brother and
son virtually remain so too,. None are more ready to dnve away
from home a Christian convert than the female members of hig
own houschold.” Obviously, then, it is of the first importance
to increase the work among women, for it is at present lamentably
inadequate. Let us turn now to look at the existing work among
outcaste women, and at the conditions under which it is being done.

Work among women divides itself into three main branches—
educational, evangelistic, and medical. These activities natur-
ally dovetad -with each other, and the educational and medical
must include the evangelistic.

Of purely educational work among girls some account has
been given in Chapter IV, The importance of boarding-homes
cannot be exagperated; they are the training ground for
Christian wives aud mothers, and for Biblewomen, ~ An adequate
cumber of trained and educated catechists’ wives and Bible-
women would go fe= to solve the problem of women's work in
the villages, for they would be able to do for the women of their
.village what tha catechists are doing for the men—besjdes the
very unportant work of setting an example of Christian home life.

There are, of course, village schools for little outcaste girls,
much hke that described in CLapter 1V, ; from these schools the
gurls’ boarding-homes are recroited, and the value of the work-—
even in the case of those pupils who never reach the boarding-
home—can hardly be over-estimated ; it is gradually leavening
village Christian life and dispersing the dense gloom of ignorance
and superstition. .

But evangelistic work can reach many whom educational
work does put touch. Women and even gir{'s in villages are often
only accessille to missionaries or Biblewoniba who can visit
them in their homes. Such work is often done under great
duBiculties and is painfully slow and apparently fruitless, but it
is work that must be done if the Christian communitics are to
develop healtluly. The ideal, ard indced the really necessary
equipinent, js a Biblewoman in each village ; how far this is trom
being realized may be judged from the fact that in & well-con-
ducted mission dustrict-near Madras, out of 170 villages, only
two are provided with Biblewcmen.
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From the following descriptions of evangelistic work among’
women, some idea may be gained of the conditions under which
it is being doné, and of the ditficulties with which it bristles.

A lady missionary of the Church of England Zenana Missionary
Society from a mass-movement district in the Panjib writes :—
* Mrs Parmanand has been most helpful going out regularly twice
8 week to teach some of the village Christian women. It wasim-
rosible for us to compass anything like a quarter even of the work

ying to our hands. So we decided that the most important was
teaching the Christian women, who are woefully ignorant. Even
80, we could reach regularly only eleven or twelve villages a week,
In some villages the women are anxious tolearn, but in others, alas,
they are only too content to live on in ignorance: they have
been baptized, whbat more do they need ? We decided it was
better to teach the women of a few villages regularly each week,
than to visit @ number of villages at rare intervals. 1t must be
. remembered that these women are all of the Chihrd caste, and
intensely densely ignorant, and many of them, humanly speaking,
incapable of learning. They forget from one week to another
what they have been 4zught. When asked, ** What did 1 teach
ou last week ? ** perhaps a parable or & miracle—" You tell us,
ow.can we know ?” Sometimes exactly the same lesson is
given for three of four weeks, before the simplest detail is ro-
membered. The children and babies dre & great hindrance.
Each wvillage simply swarms with infants who sbsolutely rule
their parents; and the teaching is given to the accompaniment
of crying, laughing, squabbling, and other disturbances. Any
one who beld Mothers’ Meetings knows in & s/ight degree what
it means, Some of the women give greater encouragement. Ia
two villages on more than one occasion, they have been able to
tell me one week what they learned the week betorg; but this is
very unusual.” - .

An ¥ncouraging incident is reported by & misslonary of the
United Free Church of Scotland wear Madras :—" Fatience bas
been amply rewarded in the case of another gupu. It seemed

,impossible for this girl to learn anything.- She took months
to get through the Tamil Infapt Primer. As to remembering the
Bible lescon, it was ever a hopeless muddle, and it was with
difficulty that a smile of amusemest could be restrained as she
told a story. Several times we thought of stopping her leasons,
but she nsually pleaded for another month, Suddenly, one day
the whole thing dawned on her, and instead of being the dull un«
interesting pupil, she bnghtened op, and w now, though not by
anv means bnjhant, an intellig=nt girl*”

But more important than the visits of the missionary is the
work of a resident Biblewoman ; living in the midst of the people
and shanng dav by day their thoughts and cares, she may make
the most powerful of all a for her Master throgh hes
“ micistry of frendship.” Thers is no Lnut to the intluence a
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faithful, zealous Biblewoman mav exert. Winess tle folrw: g
account of & Biblewoman in & London Mis.oa Cutret of e
Telugu country :— L.
* {5 anotser centre & Biblewoman’s untirirg elorts have
ved 8 coastant inspiration not ouly to her Hindla ceighiour
ut to the missiorary. [t was pot only that she was always
icstant 1m zeason, but so constant out of it! Wkhen returmirg
trom a visit to a village after a beavy morning’s work there (and
this mormicg's work followed upon a night when there Lad been
L:tle sleep for anybody, owing to the camp beicg overrun by
yriads of tiny red ants), she spied wavtarers in the road, and
jumping down from the cart walked all the four miies batk to
camp in the noontide heat so as to have the opporturity of speaks
icg to them all the time. When at md-Cay she was supposed to
be resting she found others doing so bv a weil and seized her
chance of makicg fnends with them. When she was leavingona
journey early next day, and Hindu relatives came in late the
previous evening from a distant village, she left all her prepara-
tions for the morning de ¢ and gave herself up to this
opportunity with them. ¢ missionary ccming to her home
unexpectadly found ber in the midst of them pleading earnestly,
To the little son of the rext-door coolie woman she taught a
lesson morning sad evening, and snpplied him with slate and
gencil to pracuse while he was out berding the goats during the
day. The missionary happened to come in, and saw the httle
friiow packed off with his cay’s supply of lessons. Lattle wonder
Le can read the New Testament fluently now. Coming back at
sunset through the fiekds to the tents after a tiring afternoon, a
winnowing labourer's idle question, * Who are you ? What is
your work ? ' was not answered by 8 single sentence, but a
realy fresh beginning, “ Are you not winnowing ! and the chaff
is carried o and the grain is garnered ? * and so forth, a ready’
jaral.ec, and told as eagerly as if ske had not worn bherself outin |
s nog and speasicg already the whole day practcally.”
Medical work s 8 recognized opemng in every kind of mission
and 1t 1 perbaps specially valualble in mass-mevement distncts,
The outcastes are of sll the people of India, the most densely
iznurant of the simplest laws of hygene and chuld curture, but
wuch may be done for them once a beginning 1s made. A lady
coctor taking her medicine chest, favs a visit to & panah vilaze
“in ber distnct.  She tyeats the sore eves of little Pajiab ard
bnnges Lim great rebefl.  His mother is filled with gratirude, and -
beo.ns to fec] confidence m the white lady. The advantage is
fo.owed up, 82d Papiah's mother fearns that Papiah’s eves would
not get sore 8o often if bis face were thoroughly washed every
day, and 1f there were less dirt in the house to attract the fies,
Sne 15 at first incredulous, but at last an impression s wade, and
-thLere 18 some bope of & bralthuer Lite for Fapiah,
. Or perhaps & paniah vilage is being visited with plague, Tle
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lady doctor, who is no stranger, persnades one or two of the
women (who are in general even more conservative and suspicious
than the men) to be inoculated against plague. Their example
is followed by a few other valiant souls ; and as the time passes,
and they continue to resist the infection, the opposition to inocu.
lation dies down and a lesson is learned. The doctor pext
teaches them that dying rats are & sign of dangsr; and so on, till
risks from plague are wonderfully lessened. The importance of
teaching these things to women i3 evident ; it is they who keep
the bouses and bring up the children. With the coming of the

1 must come cleaner, purer living, and how shall this
be if the women are not taught ? -

The results of work among low caste women are often wonder-
fully encouraging: an ex-boarding school girl evangelizes the
women of her village ; a poor womaa who has been in & mission
hospital takes back the love of Christ to her home and is a shining
example to her neighbours; through the influence of a Bible-
woman hard hearts are softened, dull minds enlightened, widowed
lives cheered. There are great prospects for work among out-
caste women ; the futures of the Biblewoman's work and of the
boarding-homes are especially full of possibilities. There is
nothing that will work eo surely for the uplift of the depressed

sclasses as the enlightenment of their women, and there is no
knowledge in the world, save the knowledge of Christ, that will
bring these women out of darkness into the light of joy wad
purity, and love and life, ,
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ANiMisM, the worship of souls and spirits. These may be either
the souls or spints of departed men, or else spirits supposed
to dwell in some special tree, rock, or hill, .

ARYA-SAMAJ, a reforming movement amongst Hindus which is
widely spreading in the Panjib and United Provinces. It
aims at a return to the purer religion of the ancient Hindu
scriptures. At present 1t'spends a good deal of activity in
opposing Christianity. See Chapter 1]

Brinman, the highest or priestly caste numbering nearly fifteen
millions, which has far moré influence over India, in pro-

ortion to its numbers, than any other caste. The Bribmans
long to the Aryan race, and are usually a little fairer in
complexion than other castes. Though many of their
ancient privileges have gone, they still are usually accorded
different treatmient from common mea.

BRAEMO-SaMA), another reforming movement in Hinduism,
recently described by one of its Hindu opponents (not

* without some truth), as * Christianity without Christ,”
Although it constantly quotes the ancient Scriptures of
Hinduism, its creed substantially agrees with that of an
English Unitarian, and it receives much support from
Unitarianism in England. See Chapter 11.

CHANDALA, an ancient generic name, meaning ons.who pollutes ;
applied to many low castes.

CaAMAR, & North Indiag outcaste tribe of leather-workers,

Cren, literally “ part * of a village, but especially used i South
India for the pariah quarters; sometimes called paracheri.

cw:&u. 8 large outcaste tribe im the Fanjib, of aboriginal

escent.

Dowu, a North Indian outcaste tribe whose traditional occupation
is scavenging.

Domumaraty, plural of Dommara, a Telugu caste of jugglers and
acrobats, .

GHoND, a tribe in North India treated by Hindus as outcaste,

KoL, & lull-tribe in Bengal, also treated as outcaste.

LoMRriny, & pipsy tribe 1n South Yadia.

Maptci, a Teiugu-speaking tribe of leather workers, .

Mavi, another Telugu-speaking class of outcastes, ‘who, hawever,
ggspise the Madigas, and will not use the same wells with

em.

Maxv, this vame belongs to fourteen mythological progenitors
of mankind, but is most commonly used to denote one of
them who was the u&uttd author of a famous ancient code
of laws, which is the loundation of Hindu law, and is beld in
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the highest reverence. It probably was composed ttﬁ!@
the fifth century B.C.

NiMASUDRAS, another name iot outcastes in Bengal, corresponda
te Chandila above..

Nzzw Trex, or MncossA a favourite treo in Indu. A village

- temple usually has one pear i,

Paxian, PancuaMma. Pariah means hterany * drum-beater,”
from the traditional occupation.of the tribe. Fanchama
means literally * fifth ‘caste,” and is the term used by
Government as ‘being less disrespectful than Pariah, Ses
Chapter 1. In this book the term * nmh " ig used a3 a
. generic name for the outcastes’of all tri

Puuwm an agricultural tribe of outcastes on the-West Coast
and-in the extreme South of India. *. .

ReppY, a general term appbed 1o ,several reepectable cutes

. mostly agriculturists'and traders, .

RiG' VEpa, the most ancient Hindn Scriptures, cunsnsting of
hymns addréssed to'the pative deitieg worshipped by the
ancient Aryans ; composed wmcwhere sbout 1 5quoo »c.,
" of eved earlier. | .

SANTAL, a kill tnbo 9! Kolarum zdce, settled in Santaha fa
Beng

anmt a lzrge castn it the Tamll country who.tw tradmonal
tiod 1s that of drawing toddy from the palmyra tree.

Reckonod low .in the social scale, this caste has recently
madé gréag-eflorts ¢o claim the nvﬂeE:: of higher-castes, -
A very large aumber of Shandrs omo (,hmtwn io.

.. .+the Tinaevelly District, .

8iKkns; a religious sect, bound together al,so hy the tid.of mnhtary
discipline. . Ihmx founder,. Gury- Nanak, Lyed ia  t:e
ﬁftecnt,h century, and preached tha abolition of-easte, the
E‘mw ‘of the (.odlmd nnd the obhg:mon of kadmg s yuxe :

SWA one o( the gml Hindu tnad of gods trad:twnally Ieguded
_as- “.the Destroyer,” tkougl -in -ordinary worship this-
attnbute js' tlmmt forgotten, and 'he becomes - the
2 Auspiciouss’” In otp or other of ‘his infinite pumber of
manucsutmnﬂu is worshipped by- very many millions of
people ia” Indi. For detals see’ text- boo‘ .on Hiadu
teligiop mentioned below, ..

Sw,\nu an wcxent degraded wto lhc naw htcally means

‘Wkﬂ B LERTEN] ¢

I'um.. a great Drav:dnn language spoken by gixteen- md s-half
mullions of people in South 1adia. ' .

l‘uncu another great Dravidian languago |pokzn by hnnty.
* and-a-half millons of people in South India--

Ton-70M, a pative-drum. . The commonest kind is lhaped like

* spmal barreland beater at both ends with the hands.
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