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PREFACE . 

THE ignorance of the English public as to 
things relating to India, and the indifference 
of the House of Commons-as ihown by the 
empty benches when Indian questions are 
before it-are grare dangers to the Empire. 
India is asking for self-go\'ernment, such as 
is enjoyed by the Colonies, and she earnestly· 
desires to have her place 1rithin the circle of 
the Empire, under the lf'gis of the Crown. 
Western education bii.S inspired Western 
ideals of representation and self-go\'ernment, 
and responsible Englishmen ha,·e declared 
that England dt!llirtd to gi ,.e to India the 
liberties tnjo)ed by her own people, so soon 
as India • as ready to possess and utilise 
them. India has grown to lo,·e these ide!Jls 
and to aspire after self~ontrol, ailie does ~ot 
ktk to break her link with England, but 
11he de11irea so to lrlllllifonn it that it may be 
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INDIA AND THE EMPIRE 

a tie honourable to both and prized by both. 
She cannot remain the only nation in the 
Empire which is held in dependence, while 
she sees younger and less civilised peoples 
enjoying national autonomy. · 

I feel convinced that if the British public 
understood the reasonableness and the 
urgency of India's plea for justice, her 
demand would be heard and granted. 
Britain is indifferent because ignorant. The 
following papers have appeared during the 
last few weeks, and some interest, at least, 
has been aroused. They are now published 
separately, in the hope of reaching fresh 
readers, and of arousing further interest. 

A brief explanation as to The Times cor
respondence is needed. My original .Jetter 
appeared on l\Iay 29, 1914, and was 
followed on May SO by the leader, re~ 
printed here by the courteous permission of 
the Editor. There was no need to reply to 
this, as it evaded the mam points, and its 
suggestion of my ignorance of well-known 
Indian conditions was merely foolish. But 
on June S, l\Iiss Cornelia Sorabji, a Parsi 
by birth and a Christian by belief, rushed 
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PREFACE 

into the field, and made various misstate
ments as to ancient Indian ideals, calculated 
to mislead the public. The Times farther 
printed a contradiction from the Institution 
of Civil Engineers of one of my statements. 
I waited to see if any other comments would 
be made, and, as none appeared, I sent a 
reply on June U. I received a note that 
the Editor hoped to print it; I waited a 
week, and then wrote asking that my letter 
might be returned, as I had kept no copy, 
not thinking it possible that a paper of the 
standing of Th Time~ would not print a 
reply to misstatements it had inserted. 
Again I had note of the Editor's continuing 
hope, and a proof of the letter. Another 
week is drawing to its close, and I am leaving 
to-night for India, so I print here my reply 
to Miss Sorabji: it may have appeared 
before this booklet sees the lighl Lali 
Lajpa.t Rai, a Bindu, \\Tote exposing Miss 
Sorabji's ignorlldt-e of Hinduism, but his 
letter "'as refused insertion. Miss Sorabji 
write. as though Indian traditions and 
ideili were dear to her, but she does not 
iha.re them, h.a\ing been born a Parsi and 
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INDIA AND THE El\IPIRE 

having embraced Christianity; her argu
ments should only be taken at their face 
value; not as having the weight belonging 
to a member of the faith she misrepresents. 
Her ignorance of Hinduism is quite excus· 
able under the circumstances, and is indeed 
natural. But the public would imagine 
from her letter that she was a Hindu. 

The papers are printed in the order of 
their publication, except that The Timtl 
correspondence is all printed consecutively. 

I am very grateful to the Editors of The 
Christian Commlmwealth, The Natioo, The 
Daily Cknmicle, and The Daily New1 for 
their friendly help in laying facts before 
the public. My gratitude is also due to the 
Editor of The Timtl for the insertion of my 
first letter. I wish he had been fair enough 
to print my reply before all public interest 
had died out ; and "pressure on space" is 
hardly a satisfactory reason for a fortnight's 
delay, where so much that appears is of no 
immediate importance, and is of limited 
interest. The exigencies of party politics 
now outweigh the old journalistic fairness, 
and facts which do not suit the favourite 
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PREFACE 

party are too often suppressed. Our daily 
newspapers neither lead nor express public 
opinion, nor care much for public interest. 
They rather try to suppress all that is 
against the party which they represent, and 
to exaggerate all that they think will help 
it. It seems a pity. 

LoNDON, 

jutU 261.\, 1914o 
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INDIA AND THE E~fPIRE 

A PLEA FOR INDIA 

THE INDIAN NATIONAL COSGRESS 
DEPUTATIOS 

(Th ChriJtW.n Commomt•ealth, May 18, 1914) 

b the present crash and turmoil of home 
politica the visit of the Indian National 
Congress Deputation to England runs a 
chan~ of being O\'erlooked ; yet the welfare 
and content of India is a· matter of no less 
impo~ to the Empire than the pa.cinea
tion of the militant unrest in Ireland, and 
distance blinds the self-centred home popula
tion to the gro•ing alienation from Great 
Britain of her hlle,"t "dependency.• The 
British public has never yet set it.itlf to Care 
the lndi&n problem ; it think& vaguely of 
India u a half-ci\'ililied country, benevolently 
ruled for ita 01fll good by "the best Ch·il 

11 



INDIA AND THE EMPIRE 

Service in the world," and when it hears of 
unrest and discontent it piously wonders at 
the ingratitude returned for the blessings 
bestowed upon it. It knows nothing of the 
great and ancient civilisation which existed 
ere Athens rose and Rome was founded; it 
knows not that Greek philosophers sought 
wisdom from India, and that the literature 
which still dominates Europe drew largely 
from Indian thought ; it knows not that the 
trade and commerce ·of India spread west
wards to Asia Minor and to Egypt, that her 
manufactures were eagerly sought for by 
Roman patricians, that in the Middle Ages 
Venice and_ Holland grew wealthy by the 
import of her products, that European 
travellers in the days of the Stuarts wrote in 
amazement of her art and of the wealth and 
luxury abounding on every side, and that 
even in the middle of the eighteenth century 
Phillimore wrote that "the droppings of 
her soil fed distant regions." The better 
educated have a vague idea of the more 
modem part of her literature, of the dramas 
of Kalidasa, of the poems of Tulsidas and 
Kabir, of the philcisophical writings of 
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A PLEA FOR INDIA 

Shank&racha.rya, Ramanuja, and Madhoa, of 
the inspiring ethics of Nanak and Tukaram ; 
but even they do not realise that Indian 
literature does not belong only to really 
ancient times, but rolls down in an unbroken 
stream to the eighteenth century, and is of 
unparalleled beauty and richness. What 
does the English democracy know of the 
great modern lndia.n kingdoms, of the 
strength and magnificence of the Mugha.l 
Empire, the splendid achievements of the 
Maratha power? Arrogant Englishmen 
speak of the want of initiative and of power 
of organisation in Indians, forgetting all 
their modern triumphs as well as their ancient 
glory, and calmly ignoring the record e\·en 
of the last fifty years, with the great prime 
ministers of Indian States-States 11·hich, in 
many respects, are advancing more rapidly 
than British India. People speak of the 
l1u Britannica, but forget that when the 
Ea.st India Company came to India it came 
because it "'as attracted by the extraordinary 
•·ealth a.nd pl'Ot'perity of the country, a.nd 
that the existence of sut:h wealth prm·ed that 
a !it&Lle and secure ci ,·ilisation existed, despite 
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the wars of rival chiefs. Banks, credit, 
wealthy merchants spoke eloquently of the 
state of· civilisation then existing, and of the 
initiative and power of organisation of the 
Indians who lived under it. The unrestrained 
export of her foodstuffs, due to the railways, 
caused far more numerous and more widely 
spread famines than did the occasional 
destruction of crops by war in a restricted 
locality. The prevalence of malaria, largely 
due to the swamps created by embankments, 
which prevent the old free course of water 
into the rivers, and the ravages of plague, 
which is now practically established all over 
India-these things are a heavy offset to the 
Pax Britannic!l.. And the broad fact remains 
that India was rich and ia poor. 

It is clear, however, that with the growth 
of the West the old civilisations of the East 
could not have remained unmodified, and 
India, like other nations, would, in any case, 
have been obliged to pass into a new condition 
of things. Many of us believe that, in the 
wider issues, the coming of British rule into 
India will prove ultimately to be for the 
good of both nations and of the world at 
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A PLEA FOR INDIA 

large. English education forced the ablest 
of the Indian people to imbibe the modern 
spirit, and a new love of liberty began to stir 
in their hearts and to inspire their minds. · 
They eagerly drank the milk of the new 
spirit at England's breast, and there was a 
n1oment when, had England grasped the 
opportunity, the gratitude of India would 
have enshrined her in India's heart. India 
looked to England as the mother of free 
institutions, and. new to these Western 
methods, would have gladly learned them 
at her hands. The National Congress was 
founded, India's first effort to imitate the 
representative system, and to lay before the 
Ruling Power, by the voi~ of her repre
St'nt.ati\'es, her needs, her troubles, and her 
Lopes. It is idle to say that the Congress 
does not represent India; en!ry such body 
repre:~ent.s firl>t a section of the wore advanced 
of the nation u the burgesses of Ed"·a.rd I. 
"ere the first represent.athes of the Common
alty of England; popular institutions must 
grow ; they cannot spring full-armed as 
llincn·a tiom the httld of Jo,·e. The 
Sational Congress is India articulate and 
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se}f.conscious, and the little regard paid to 
it in England, the lack of sympathy, nay, 
the utter blindness shown to the extra· 
ordinary initiative and power of organisation 
proved during the twenty-eight years of the 
life of this National Parliament-the only 
strength of which lies in the voluntary 
obedience and the self-disciplined co-opera· 
tion of the educated class-all this has 
embittered the India that erst believed, but 
now disbelieves, in England's love of liberty. 
How can she believe in it in face of the 
Arms Act, the Press Act, the house search. 
ings, the espionage, the autocracy, the frus
tration of her dearest hopes, the treatment 
of her noblest as inferiors, the utter disregard 
of the promises made in 1858? When 
England sees outrages in any other country 
she primly says that the Government ought 
to redress the grievances which cause them, 
and not crush out the symptoms and punish 
free expression, and she opens her arms to 
the political refugees. When she meets 
them in her own dominions she forgets her 
advice to others, falls back· on the very 
methods she condemns, sees sedition in every 
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A PLEA FOR INDIA 

appeal to right wrongs, and she, who 
shelte~d and protected Stepniak, a leader 
of the Terror and an advocate of political 
a.ssassination, on the ground that his crimes 
were political, refuses to recognise any differ· 
ence between political and ordinary crime in 
her own dominions. She says, as Russia 
said, that" murder is murder."' I think she 
is right in this, and that those who use 
bombs cannot logically object to hanging; 
but ia it consistent to give sanctuary to 
foreign murderers and to hang Indian boys 
for similar crimes? However this may be, 
India wants no murderers, and her educated 
cla.sse& detest crime, political or other. 'The 
&narchi~ movement is alien, not native, and 
is impired and directed from abroad. The 
National Congress has steadfastly worked 
&long constitutional lines; the attempt by 
the party of violence to capture it at Surat 
met •·ith ignominious failure i it stands as 
u.e l't'presentath·e of orderly and constitu
tional progress. and asks only that India 
.hall be recogni~ u a nation, shall be given 
lltl.f-govtrnment, a.nd lihall form an inttgral 
part of the Empire,rompo&ed of ~tlf-go,·ern· 
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ing communities. She asks no more than 
this ; she will be aati8fied with nothing leas. 
It is treason to the Empire to conceal this 
fact, and to cry" Peace, peace," when there 
is no peace. India is willing that the 
change from foreign -autocracy to self-govern· 
ment shall come gradually, but it must come 
steadily; the aim must be recognised and 
the progress towards it must be perceptible. 

'l'he Deputation bas come to lay before 
English statesmen certain definite matters, 
and the requests it brings are-like all the 
Congress proposals- eminent! y reasonable 
and moderate. . 

On July Sl, 1913, Lord Crewe announced 
the reconstruction of the India Council, and 
invited criticism and suggestions. India 
sends them. She wants no India Council at 
all, but, recognising that England will not 
give up the anachronism, she proffers a 
proposal for its improvement, basing her 
requests on the statements made by Mr 
Db'l'lleli and Lord Stanley in the Commons, 
and Lord Derby in the Lords, when the 
India Bill was before Parliament in 1858. 
The then Government stated, through Lord 
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Stanley," We are willing to introduce the 
elective principle," but they found themselves 
estopped by two difficulties, the disturbed 
state of the country after the Sepoy insurrec
tion, and the impossibility of finding "a 
fitting and satisfactory constituency."' Both 
these difficulties have disappeared; there is 
no disturbance in India of a serious nature, 
the whole country is enthusiastically loyal to 
the Crown, and the constituency is provided 
by the Minto-Morley reforms. 

The new difficulty is that while educated 
India has been moving steadily forward in 
the lo\'e of liberty and the use of repre
&entathe institutions, England has been as 
stea.J.il y retrogressing from all her old tradi
tions, and that ,.·hich Tories were anxious to 
give in 1858 is denied by Radicals in 1914. 
The practice of autocracy hilS coiTupted the 
mother of free institutions, and the Deputa
tion comes to ~k England to close the 
.-iJening gulf by returning to the position 
of 1858, "here India has stood. waiting 
patiently,for six-and-fiftyyears. The Deputa
tion proposes that one-third of the council 
t~hall be elt.ded by non-official India, and 
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that, of the remaining two-thirds, half shall 
be nominated from men of capacity and 
merit, unconnected with Indian administra
tion, and the second half nominated from 
AnglO-Indian officials, who have served for 
not less than ten years and have not been 
out of India for more than two. Surely no 
proposal could be more moderate; tw~thirds 
of the council are to be nominated, so that 
the elected members are in a continual 
minority. But Congress feels that where 
India's ca.se is good, the non-official third of 
men of light and leading will be with htr. 
She asks also that the council may be 
advisory, not legislative, so that the respon· 
sibility of the Secretary of State to Parlia
ment shall be complete. Will a s~called 
Liberal Government dare to refuse this 
modest prayer? 

The Deputation asks also for the long
discussed separation of executive and judicial 
functions, so that suitors, lawyers, and 
witnesses may not have to travel after the 
collector, intent on revenue business, at heavy 
cost or time and money' and often find them· 
selves before a tired magistrate, who writes 
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on other business while counsel are pleading, 
and disposes of cases by intuition rather than 
by evidence. If" British justice" in country 
districts is no longer to be sneered at, this 
reform must be granted. 

Two other matters of vital moment are to 
be pressed-the repeal of the Press Act, or, 
if that be refused, the introduction into the 
Act of an amendment making real the 
illusory protection of the High Court.s--i.e. 
wrying out the pledge given by the 
Government, on the faith of which Indian 
Councillors voted for the Bill. The friction 
caused by the foolish action of ill-advised 
magistrates is dangerous, &Ild is growing 
worse and \II'Orse ; a common peril is welding 
Hindus and Mahomeda.ns together-and for 
this we may be thankful; but the resistance 
engendered is angry, bitter, and dangerous, 
and O\'er this lo,·ers of the Empire cannot 
rejoice. Moreover, the Act is very unfairly 
administered. Papers conducted by English
men a.re allowed to insult Indians to any 
utent, and the magistracy, Nelson-like, turns 
on them only its blind eye. But it is 
Argus-tyed towarda Indian papers, and the 
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1\Iahomedan public is seething with indig
nation over the late treatment of its journals. 

The second question is the position of 
Indians outside India. This cannot be 
evaded, for on the answer to it the safety 
of the Empire depends. South Africa
thanks to Lord Hardinge and to the agitation 
carried on by Indians on behalf of their 
countrymen- is probably settled for the 
moment. It has done its work. It has 
welded together all classes and the two 
sexes in public patriotic agitation. Indian 
women have held meetings, made speeches, 
collected funds-an unexampled uprising of 
Indian womanhood of the profoundest signifi
cance and moment for the future. All dis
tinctions of caste have equally been flung 
aside, and all united in a common protest. 
Lord Hardinge, with a statesman's insight, 
saw the approaching danger, and, like 
Richard II., put himself at the head of the 
surging crowds ere they broke into tumult. 
The lesson of what India united can do will 
never be forgotten, and will be utilised in 
the future. The question remains : Will 
Great Britain remain idle while the Colonies 
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neck the Empire, and while the United 
States justify the exclusion of Indians by 
their example P What have Indians done 
that they alone, of all the nations of the 
world, should be pent within their own land, 
into which every foreigner may tramp un· 
checked? All may have their will of India, 
may swarm over her soi~ exploit her resources, 
and insult her people with the assertion of 
their fancied superiority. Indians alone are 
to find every door shut in their faces abroad, 
while the highest posts in their own land 
are also closed against them. Cannot 
England see the intolerable position into 
•hich she is allowing the whole Indian 
nation to be forced? There are three 
hundred millions of people in India; edu
cation is spreading; communications a.re 
open; the people read and understand what 
is passing all over the world. They are still 
patient and forbearing, but they are growing 
more bitter and estranged e\'ery month. 
The situation is becoming maddening, and 
it cannot lK.St. A "'hole nation cannot be 
held for t\er in thrall and confined within 
its o•·n borders, forbidden expansion •·ith-
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out while denied freedom within. India 
sends to England a deputation of worthy, 
sober-judging, reliable, quiet men. These 
are no wild extremists, no mad theorists ; 
they are patriots; lovers of liberty, loyal 
subjects of the Crown, would-be citizens of 
the Empire. They ask for the primary 
rights of educated human beings, freedom 
to take part in the· government of their own 
country, freedom to travel, as others travel, 
within the Empire, freedom to earn their 
bread by the labour of their own brains and 
their own hands. They plead for a nation 
of three hundred millions, which would love 
Englal!d and defend her Empire, if fairly 
treated. Will England treat their plea 
with denial or contempt? 

ANNIE BESANT. 
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INDIA AND AUSTRALIA 

AN INTERVIEW WITH MRS 
ANNIE BESANT 

BY RHODE Kl>IGHT 

(Thl BritiJh • .J.ustralalian, May 28, 1914) 

ALTHOUGH nearly twenty years have elapsed 
&in~ Mrs Annie Besant paid her tirst 
memorable ''isit to Sydney and Melbourne, 
the deep impression she then made still 
rema.ins on the minds of those who were 
pri \'ileged to meet her. Her sweet woman· 
liness and fascinating charm of manner, not 
less than tLe breadth of her intellect, the 
loftiness of her spirit, and her thrilling 
eloquence, wt a spell upon all with \rhom 
&he came in cont&cl One had not n~y 
to ihue all her ideals or to see eye to eye io 
~c'&ld to all the greAt problems of life in order 
to nperience the uplifting power of her in· 
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fluence and teaching. Mystery environs us, 
and mysticism has ever appealed to the 
huma~ mind; Mrs Besant, as the high 
priestess of Theosophy, appeared to many 
as a torch·bearer, guiding them along un· 
trodden or little·known paths. And in the 
more practical affairs of life her influence 
and teaching were perhaps even more potent. 

Her mission to Australia in 1895 has had 
an abiding effect-an effect which became 
more marked after her visit in 1908. The 
work of the Society of which she is the head 
is growing. 

"It is spreading,, she said to me; "not 
very rapidly, but, I think, in. a very solid 
way. We are not as strong in the Oversea 
Dominions as we are in the Mother Country, 
in America, and in India. In Australia we 
have only 22 lodges and a little over HWO 
active members. But they are active, In 
New Zealand we have ~2 lodges and 820 
members. Those are the figures for last 
year. The work grows steadily there, and 
a great deal is being done by sending books 
to all the public libraries and to the 
schools. 
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"One phase of our work is particularly 
inter~sting and encouraging. I refer to a 
children's society, called The Golden Chain, 
which has a membership of between nine and 
ten thousand in Australia alone. The rules 
are very simple. The children are expected 
to make a little promise every morning that 
they will be kind to all living creatures, that 
they will try to speak only good and gentle 
words, and think good and gentle thoughts. 
The Society has been taken up a good deal 
in the schools, and the membership, I am 
glad to say, is growing very, very quickly. 

"I am hoping to revisit Australia-not 
this year, but the year after nextt said Mrs 
Besant in reply to my inquiry. "Next year 
I must go to America to attend the Philo
&Ophical Congress at 'Frisco." 

In discussing public opinion in India
that is, the opinion of the educated Indians 
themseln~-in regard to Australia's policy 
of excluding all coloured races, even though 
they may be subjects of the British Crown 
lnd citizens of the Empire, Mrs Besant 
obser,·ed :-

"1uey express themseh'es very strongly 
27 
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in regard to Australia's attitude. They 
wish, indeed, to have Australians excluded 
from India unless Indians are admitted to 
Austr;uia. They wish, too, to impose pr()o 
hibitory duties upon Australian products. 
People here do not realise how radically 
India has changed, even within the last ten 
or fifteen years.. Education is spreading; the 
people know what is passing in the world; 
there is a growing national feeling ; and 
when they find all the Colonies excluding 
them they are fired by a desire to pass 
retaliatory laws. 
• "I believe in the Empire," exclaimed 1\!rs 

Besant, her face lighting with enthusiasm, 
"and it is the best kindness to the Empire 
to speak out and let people know the truth. 
Some people think that by voicing it the 
danger is increased. I don't; I think it is 
diminished. The Indians are a patient and 
forbearing race, but their patience and for
bearance are being taxed beyond endurance. 
Three hundred millions of people cannot be 
held for ever in thrall, confined within their 
own gates, forbidden expansion without and 
denied freedom within. A rude i.nd sudden 
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awakening must come if Great Britain and 
the Empire persist in ignoring India1s just 
claims for freedom and equality. They are 
loyal at present, but existing conditions are 
straining their loyalty to breaking point." 
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INDIA AND THE EMPIRE 

PROBLEMS FOR STATESMEN 

MRS BESANT'S VIEW OF NATIVE 
GRIEVANCES 

(The Times, Friday, May 29, 1914) 

To the Editor of Tlte Times. 

Sia,-Outside .the domestic problems of 
Ulster and the women's war, Great Britain 
is faced with two problems in the East 
which will tax to the utmost her political 
sagacity, and it is not too much to say that 
her success or failure in building a world
Empire will depend on the fashion of their 
solution. 

The first is that of Indian emigration, and 
the right of Indians to travel freely through· 
out the Empire and to settle in it where 
they wilL This chiefly affects the labouring 
classes of the vast Indian popula.tion, seeking 
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an outlet for subsistence abroad, since many 
of the home industries have ceased to be life
supporting; to some extent their difficulties 
in gaining a livelihood in India may be 
diminished by the demand for labour in tea., 
coffee, and other plantations, where wages 
tend to rise in consequence of the sca.rcity 
of coolies, and by the improvement of village 
life by the spread of co-operation and the 
revival of weaving and other handicrafts. 
These remedial tendencies al'e, however, 
inevitably slow in their action, and the area 
over which they must spread for effective 
usefulness is so huge that, while they may 
.,lightly lessen they cannot obviate the 
necessity for emigration in search of liveli
hood. The educated class is touched by 
the question of the emigration of the labour
ing population mainly through sentiment
the fL>dings of kinship with those immedi
t~.tely afftet.ed, of indignation against unfair 
treatment meted out to ft:llow-countrymen, 
of rat.'e-pride smarting under the imputation 
of inft:riority. The late agitation in India 
over the South African troubles-that ha.d 
riNen to danger-point •hen Lord Ha.rdinge's 
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statesman-like sympathy saved the situation 
by associating the Government with the 
popular feeling-joined all classes together 
for the first time in a national protest, and 
made India feel her strength as a united 
people ; its practical success in gaining a large 
measure of relief is hailed as a sign that 
Indian public opinion is no longer voiceless 
and impotent, and that Indian feeling can 
be effectively aroused in defence of Indian 
interests. To the educated class this question 
of emigration is only part of the larger 
problem-the position of Indians in the 
Empire as inferiors or as equals ; and it is 
this second question which is greatly the 
more important, although the emigration 
matter may seem to be more immediately 
pressing. 

T~a IDEAL OF UBERTY 

Since the famous educational minute of 
Lord Macaulay, England has steadily held 
up before the eyes of the youths receiving 
English education in Government schools 
and colle~ the ideals of English liberty, 
English constitutional government, English 
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systems of local and national self-rule ; she 
has aroused Indian admiration for her 
ordered freedom, for her warm sympathy 
with autocratically governed nations when 
they strove to win their liberty, for her 
11helter of political refugees, and her refusal 
to surrender to infuriated Governments those 
who had taken sanctuary on her soil after 
the commission of political crimes. Several 
generations of Indians have grown up in 
the belief that England loved liberty, that 
11·hen she saw political unrest she advised 
rulers to seek its causes and to remove them, 
that repression of the \'oicing of complaints 
'ii'&S folly, as it merely increased discontent 
by driving it under the surface, and. further, 
that the repressil'e policy only depril'ed the 
Go,·ernmeut of the athantage of kno"Aing 
what its subjects were thinking, and thus 
of remedying grievances 11·hich might cause 
serious danger when concealed. 

The eventli of the last few years have 
infiict.eJ. a rude shock on these beliefs; 
lndia.n& "·ho h&\'e been taught the value of 
libtrty, that "taution without represent&· 
tion is robbery ,• that "Go,·ernment rest.. 

!j 3 



INDIA AND THE EMPIRE 

on the will of the people," find that what 
England treasures for herself she refuses to 
them. And they find, with still· greater 
pain, that England, face to face with political 
crimes, adopts all the methods she has 
hitherto blamed in others-repression of 
free speech, prohibition of public meetings, 
securities from the Press forfeited by the 
arbitrary will of the Executive, house
searching& by the police, deportation without 
trial, debmtion in prison without trial, 
proclamation of districts entailing the 
necessity of obtaining permission for any 
public meeting, police espionage, etc., 
Russian methods used by free England, and 
the forfeiture of the freedom of all law-abid
ing people because a few desperadoes have 
committed crimes. No one who does not 
live as a friend among Indians can how 
the deep resentment felt by them against 
such methods employed by a country they 
loved and admired. 'l'he suspicion of their 
loyalty shown by Government has bred sus
picion in them, and there is a widening gulf 
between the officials and the educated class. 

The growing sense of self-respect, of 
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patriotism, and of public spirit, fostered by 
English education and by contact with 
Englishmen, will no longer accept benevolent 
patronage with gratitude; Indians demand 
to be treated as equals, and not as a" subject 
race'" i they refuse to regard colour as a 
disqualification for any office in a coloured 
nation, and demand that Queen Victoria's 
proclamation ofl858-India's Magna ChartA, 
as they fondly call it-shall no longer remain 
a dead letter. The best men are standing 
out of Go\'ernment service because they 
will not tolerate supersession by English
men inferior to themselves, merely on the 
ground of colour, and because they will 
not subject themselves to arrogance and 
discourtesy. They say frankly that the 
best men IJO longer come out to India, 
"·hether as judges, civilians, or professors, 
and that fifth-rate Englishmen should not 
be preferred to first-rate Indians. They 
claim at least equality in Government 
&enice, and some say that where qualifica. 
tions a.re equal the Indian should be pre. 
(erred in his own country to the foreigner, 
Go,·ernmcnt fiel"Vice will be inc.reB.Singly 
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manned by an inferior class of Indians unless 
conditions are altered and colour ceases to 
be regarded as a mark of inferiority. 

I leave aside here questions of social 
difficulties : the exclusion of Indians from 
clubs~ the insults often offered to them if 
they travel first-class on railways, the refusal 
to admit them to railway bedrooms at night, 
the readiness to strike men of the lower 
classes and even sometimes of the higher, 
the light punishments inflicted where a blow 
or a kick causes death, the keeping of Indian 
gentlemen waiting in verandahs sometimes 
for hours when they visit officials-a whole 
long list of social affronts which cause un· 
ending bitterness. The Indians say that 
social equality will only come with political 
equality, and I believe they are right. 

PoLITICAL DEMANDS 

Their political demands are easily formu
lated. The National Congress and the 
Muslim !£ague both demand self-govern
ment-self-government within the Empire. 
They demand that the representation granted 
by the Minto-Morley reforms shall be made 
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effective, by not outnumbering the repre· 
sentatives on the Supreme and Provincial 
ugislatures with official members; the 
representatives are in a perpetual minority, 
and can only criticise, they cannot legislate. 
Gradually, all members of such bodies 
should be elected, and the Government 
should be responsible to the ugislature. 

The Press Act must be abolished, and 
Press criticism must not be regarded as 
sedition. The sweeping clauses of the Act 
can catch legitimate criticism within the net 
of sedition, and every Indian editor lives 
under the sword of Damocles. The promise 
of protection by the revision of the High 
Court has proved to be a delusion, and 
amendment at least should be granted it 
abolition be refused. 

Indian candidates for the Services should 
be placed on an equality with English ones 
by the establi~>lunent of simultaneous exami· 
uations; at present the Imperial Sen·ices, 
• hich give higher social position and higher 
pay-the Ch·il Service, the Medical, the 
Educational, the Bar, the Engineering-can 
only be entered by residence in England. 
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When the youths come over to England 
they find difficulties placed in their way; the 
Universities of Oxford and Cambridge restrict 
admission, the medical colleges are doing the 
same, the Bar has raised the conditions of 
admission, the Institute of Engineers de
mands higher qualifications from the Indian 
than from the Bnglish students. 

The separation of the executive and 
judicial functions of the magistrates is 
needed for the fair administration of 
justice; counsel, witnesses, litigants have to 
follow an inconsiderate magistrate who fixes 
a place twenty miles away for a hearing, to 
suit his convenience for other work. ·The un
fairness is admitted, but no remedy is found. 

Representation on the India Council is 
asked for, and this will probably be granted, 
though to a lesser degree than is asked. 

Now that there is talk of federating the 
Empire, this question of India becomes 
pressing. Great Britain, Ireland, the Colonies 
are spoken of as federated countries ; India 
is always left out. If she is shut out of the 
Empire, as a self-governing country, will she 
be to blame if she refuses to remain in it as 
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a dependency ? It her sons are shut out of 
the Colonies, will she be to blame if she shuts 
out all colonials? If the white man lords it 
over the Asiatic outside Asia, shall not the 
Asiatic be at least his own master within 
Asia? The educated Indian is a highly 
cultured, courteous, noble-hearted, patriotic 
gentleman; is he always to be shut out from 
the best in his own colllltry? Is he never to 
be free among free men ? Is he never to be 
estimated by his character, his brain, and 
his heart, but always by the colour of his 
skin? There is no finer class in the Empire 
than that composed of the educated Indians. 
They offer an intelligent loyalty, the loyalty 
of citizens and of free men. ll1 will it be 
for the Empire if it rejects their love and 
disregards their loyalty. For India is 
awakened into national self-consciousness, 
and her tie with Great Britain can only be 
preserved by her freedom. Free, she ''ill be 
the buttress of the Empire; subject, she will 
be a perpetual menace to its stability.-1 
am, etc., 

ANNIE BESANT. 
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T.HE PROBLEM OF INDIA 

(The Times, May SO, 1914) 

THE letter from Mrs Besant which we 
published yesterday draws attention in a 
very fair-minded way to certain spacious 
problems affecting the future of British rule 
in India, hut it is materially weakened by 
an imperfect understanding of Indian condi
tions. Mrs Besant, for example, has clearly 
paid very little attention to the question 
of Indian emigration. She assumes, as so 
many people assume, that India is ah·eady 
over-populated, and that such incidents as 
the shipload of Indians now clamouring for 
admission to British Columbia are due to 
the fact that India is overcrowded. This is 
not the case, and the fact has a very close 
connection with the Canadian problem now 
attracting worldwide attention. The truth 
is that no region in Asia bas at present 
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more population than it can comfortably 
support, with the possible exception of 
Japan. Even China could easily maintain 
far more than her present myriads. Persia 
is ball empty, and the fertile but desolate 
lands of Mesopotamia cry aloud for efficient 
labour. To no country are these statements 
more applicable than to India. It is 
pcrfectl y true that in Bengal, and perhaps 
in cert&in small areas of the Punjab, the 
average population per square mile is ex
cessive. The correct remedy lies not in 
emigration, but in measures Cor spreading 
the people in more equal proportion over 
the cultil'able land, and still more in attra.ct
ing them to the manufacturing industries 
now gro"·ing up in India. \Ye recommend 
Mra Besant to consult the millowners of 
Cu·npore, or the employers of labour in 
&n1bay. They '"ill tell her that, despite 
India 'a millions, and despite the com para
thely high "·~ooes they offer, they find the 
greatest difficulty in manning their mills 
anJ (&ctories lrith efficient la.bour. The 
real npla.nation of the episodes now attract
ing 10 much attention on the Pacific coast 
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of Canada is that certain sections of the 
Indian population have become infected with 
the "get-rich-quick" craze which is work. 
ing so much harm throughout both North 
and South America. An enterprising and 
lucky peasant from the Punjab makes a few 
thousand dollars in British Columbia. In· 
stantly he writes to all his friends and 
relations to come and do likewise. We can 
conceive no land and no climate where the 
people of the Punjab are less likely to become 
useful colonists, descending from generation 
to generation, than British Columbia. No 
desire for the vindication of the rights of 
Indians as subjects of the Empire, but rather 
that desperate acquisitiveness which is always 
at the bottom of the motives of the Sikh, is 
the true explanation of the appearance of 
the steamer Kmnagata Maru at Vancouver. 

In other respects, 1\Irs Besant's letter fails 
to face examination. Even her "facts" will 
not bear the test of scrutiny. It is not true, 
as she suggests, that the Provincial Legis
latures in India contain a majority of official 
representatives. The unofficial members pre· 
ponderate, and even in the Imperial Legis-
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lath·e Council the late wrd Minto W&S 

willing to relinquish the official majority 
m1til he was overruled - in our opinion 
correctly-by wrd Morley. When Mrs 
Besant complains that some Indian litigants 
ha,·e to journey twenty miles to get their 
cases heard she makes the cause she pleads 
ridiculous. Rural litigants will always hare 
to make journeys. unless the house of every 
man is converted into a Court of Appeal. 
We are convinced, after careful inquiry, that 
Indians suffer no definite disabilities in this 
respect "·hich are not shared by their fellow. 
subjects in England, and we think it "·ould 
be linder to India to make litigation more 
difficult instead of easier. We are, further, 
unalJle to associate ourselves with l\Irs 
Besant's criticism of the Press Acts in India. 
No one •·ho has intimate lno•-ledge of the 
Indian \'ern&eular Press can doubt that in 
India the pri,·ileges enjoyed by conductors 
of newspapers have been in some instanees 
,.ery greatly a.bused in the last decade. To 
~ the extfll t of the d&m~ae .-hich has 
been nought it u nece;.sa.ry to sit, not in 
a. college at Bena.res, but 10th the village 
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schoolmaster beneath the banyan tree which 
furnishes a common resting-place at eventide. 
There is no restriction inflicted nowadays 
upon the Indian Press which would not sit 
lightly and imperceptibly upon any editor 
in England. The English editor knows the 
bounds beyond which he should not trans· 
gress; the Indian editor has no tradition of 
restraint. 

We have not the slightest desire to evade 
the larger issues raised by Mrs Besant, whose 
long and sympathetic association with the 
people of India is now recognised by them 
and by us. Although she does not explicitly 
say so, her letter touches upon the whole 
immense question of the grounds for the 
presence of the British in India. That 
question is likely to· become one of the 
dominant issues of the twentieth century, 
and it is certain in course of time to touch 
very nearly the most central interests of the 
British Empire. Our reply to it is very 
aimple. We do not admit that the British 
sovereignty over India implies, for example, 
the unrestricted right of the people of India 
to flood Western Canada with their over-
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spill. We do not accept !\Irs Besant's ap· 
parent contention that Indians can claim 
admission to any English clubs, because 
clubs are founded upon a basis with which 
Mrs Desant, like many women, is still im
perfectly familiar. The railway question 
will settle itself, and incidents of the nature 
which 1\lrs Besant indicates grow rarer every 
year. They could still be paralleled by 
many episodes which suggest that such very 
small restrictions as continue to obtain are 
not unwarranted. The fundamental char· 
acteristic of British rule in India, which 
Mrs Besant seems to question, is this. After 
centuries of internal strife, which inflicted 
untold hardship upon the peasantry, British 
rule has brought to India peace and pros
perity. We recommend any inquirer who 
has doubts upon this point to read the 
records of the Deccan under the Peishwas. 
The ad'·ent of internal peace, and of a 
prosperity such as the predecessors of the 
present generation of Indian peasantry ne\·er 
lnew, has brought •ith it & demand for 
stlf-go,•emment •·itbout such restrictions a.s 
11till obt.&.in. The •·onder is, not that such 
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a demand exists, but that it is not more 
insistent. The answer to all pleas of the 
kind advanced by Mrs Besant is that India 
has in recent years received a substantial 
enlargement of her share of government, 
and that the process cannot be accelerated 
without risk of a set-back. So long as the 
British Empire endures, Great Britain must 
and will bear the burden of responsibility 
which she has undertaken towards India 
It is well for India that she should do so; 
but we agree with Mrs Besant that the 
British control should be carefully exercised, 
and not unduly obtruded. 



THE VOICE OF THE EAST 

AN INDIAN LADY ON INDIAN 
AFFAIRS 

('I'M Times, JuneS, 1914) 

To the Editor of Tlu Times. 

SuL,-Your leading article in The Time1 of 
May SO has answered Mrs Besant very com
pletely upon the emigration question, and. 
on one or two other points. But her great 
gift. of oratorical language is so misle&ding 
that no one acquainted with facts, and 
belonging to India, and li\'ing and working 
in India, is eutitled to keep silence if there 
i~t e\·en one further word ~·hich can be said 
to minimise the infl.a.mmatory nature of her 
&t.Atements. 

M11 Desa.nt t.Alk11 of the e\·ents of the wt 
few vean a.s "a rode &hoc·k to the belief that 
Engiand }o,·ed liberty, and th&t •hen &he 
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saw political unrest she endeavoured to seek 
its causes and to remove them." And she 
then proceeds to abuse the Government of 
India for doing the very thing which she 
would have seemed to desire-viz., for seek. 
ing by its Press Act to control the misre· 
presentations, the distortions of truth, the 
incitations to anarchy which are undeniably 
the successful aims of one section of the 
vernacular Press in India. That is, Mrs 
Besant is blaming the Government for 
"seeking and endeavouring to remove" a 
very potent and insidious "cause of unrest 'II 
in India. • 

And as for the "events of the last few 
years," political liberty has surely never 
moved with quicker strides in any Empire. 
Indeed, there are those who fear that the 
large and rapid share given to Indians of 
late years in representative government in 
India may prove our own undoing; and that 
it is possible to put not too narrow but too 
liberal an interpretation on the word liberty 
-when you are speaking and acting "in 
English," in a country where the masses still 
speak and love the vernacular ! 

48 



THE VOICE OF THE EAST 

Is intimidation worthy of the advocates of 
"liberty,? Can Mrs Besa.nt say that the 
people associated with the Government help 
in the repression of crime as they alone could 
help had they the mind? They boasted 
that the denial of demands made by the 
unscrupulous would lead to exactly the 
anarchical programme which has been carried 
out in India, and which is continued although 
these demands have been granted. And it 
is a little amusing that Mrs Besant should 
now be championing cauSts and methods 
11·ith which she expressed herself wholly in 
disagreement at a time when she was asking 
financial help from Government for her 
Hindu College in Benares. 

" EASTEB.N PHIWSOl'HY" 

There are those who drug themselves with 
fragments of Eastern philosophy culled from 
America.n books, or written by Americanised 
Hindus clever enough to apply modem 
W tStern interpretations to age-old Eastern 
saws-and they send the hot blood to the 
bead of Young India by t.&lldng of " the 
East ba'·ing nothing to learn from the 
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West"; by boasting of a dead past, and 
making it the basis of claim to a present 
which that which was best and greatest in 
that past would never have sanctioned. The 
struggle to 'get rich, the desire to play the 
game· of politics as played in England. 
Could th~ old Rishis, whose aim was to feel 
after God, and who even renounced kingdoms 
to go out into the forest and meditate if 
haply sci: in silence and aloofness, they might 
find Him-could they have sanctioned 1\lrs 
Besanf& plea for an unrestrained vernacular 
Press it~ all its violence and inaccuracy and 
incitatian to rebellion? Could they have 
sanctiot. any part of Mrs Besant's political 
progra e ? And yet, if Mrs Besant has 
any c12. m to a hearing at all, it would be 
not aqout politics or the present condition 
of In 'a, but about the meditations in the 
fores of these same Rishis. 

E _ual privilege of service for India in 
wha is considered the highest grades of that 
serv: ce has long been open to us-&lthough 
many Indians have counted the cost (loss of 
cast~ and family and orthodox Indian social 
prifilege) too great to pay for the liberty 
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of visiting England and becoming a member 
of the Civil Service. What the discontented 
Indian now claims, and Mrs Besant for him, 
is really not equality but special privilege. 
He does not say, "Give me this because I 
have the same qualifications as an English
man," but" Give me this because you must 
make allowances for me in not having the 
1a.me qualifications." And be forgets that 
we do not "make allowances" for our equals, 
but for our inferiors. 

The Indian had his traditions and ideals 
too, but he has forsaken them by the very 
act which has put him in competition with 
Englit-ihmen in the struggle for place and 
power and "'ealth and temporal aggrandise
ment. 

He forgets this, and the English students 
of half-digested translations of the Eastern 
epirit forget this also. The whole vocabulary 
of modern Indian demand is wrong-suffragist 
methods of aggression and intimidation 
grounded on Ea.stern claims to be the 
1tudenta of quiet and of the renunciation 
of the temporal ! Should we not recognise 
iUl·h a &equenoo &S impossible? 
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AN INDU.N IDEAL 

I dream of an Empire into which every 
nation shall bring its own special glory and 
honour; and I would see Indians nursing the 
growing-pains of the transitional period of 
our history in silence and obscurity until 
that which the West has taught us has 
helped us to make the best use of our own 
national gifts and inspirations for the 
privilege of service. 

lirs Besant talks of social difficulties, and 
means apparently social intercourSe with 
English folk. But there are far wider social 
issues than that at stake, and we need no 
i!harter from England to solve them. Our 
questions of custom, disastrous to health 
and to morals ; our problems of the domestic 
"fire and water" -each Indian heart knows 
its own bitterness and difficulties about these. 
Then there are social problems between 
Indian and Indian. Mrs Besant refers to 
an age-old incident in a railway carriage 
between an Englishman and an Indian. It 
has often been quoted. But I have an 
entirely Indian railway..carriage acene to 
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put beside that. And here it is. 1'ime, 
present day; scene, llowrah railway plat
form, Calcutta. Punjab mail just about to 
lea,·e. A Hindustani (old fashion) in loin
cloth is sitting in a first--class carriage, his 
hookah beside him. An" England-returned" 
Bengali comes up dressed in English clothes, 
pink shirt, patent leather shoes, bowler 
included; he finds that a berth in the 
Hindustani's carriage is the only one avail· 
able on a crowded train. He is furious, and 
demands that the Hindustani should go 
elsewhere. The Hindustani says no word, 
simply holds out a first-·dass ticket which he 
has untied from a knot in his waist-cloth. 

The Bengali sends for the guard, and 
demands that the Hindustani should be 
removed. The man is still holding out his 
ticlet in silence. 

The guard eumines it. "Sorry, sir; you 
have not resen·ed the entire carriage; the 
other gentleman has a tklet. Time up, sir; 
tr&in just off,'" and he blows his whistle. 

1te educated Indian's objection to the 
llindust.a.ni is probAbly identical with the 
Engli&hma.n'i objection in the oft-quoted 
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story. He fears that the manners and 
customs of his travelling companion may uot 
be the same as his own. 

Would Mrs Besant not do more service to 
India in pointing out this simple fact (and 
its like in kindred misunderstandings) than 
in talking of rancour and bitterness, and 
quoting worn-out tales of the discourtesy of 
individuals ?-Yours faithfully, 

CORNELIA SORABJI. 

LONDON, fum, 
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THE QUALIFICATIONS OF ENGINEERS 

(The Times, June 5, 1914) 

To the Editor of Tk1 Times 

S1a,-The attention of this institution has 
been drawn to a letter addressed to you by 
Mrs Annie Besant in your issue of 1\Iay SO, 
in which it is stated that "the Institute 
of Engineers demands higher qualifications 
from the Indian than from the English 
students." 

'l,ie grounds for the statement are not 
given; and if, as is probable, the Institution of 
Ch·il Engineers is referred to, I am authorised 
to say that it is a matter of concern to the 
institution to observe such a suggestion of 
unequal treatment of those "·ho setk the re· 
cognition it accords to professional engineer· 
ing qualifications. 
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The qualifications for membership of this 
institution apply uniformly to all candidates 
for election into it; and, in view of the 
importance of that situation to the engineer
ing profession, I trust you will permit me to 
correct the statement above referred to.-I 
am, sir, yours faithfully, 

J. H. T, TUDSBERY, 
Stcretary lo the Institution 

of Civil Engineen 

GREAT GEORG! STREET, 

W&STMINSTER, S. W. ,june J· 
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A REPLY TO MISS SORABJI 

(Proof sent from Ti.mes) 

To the Editor of Th.e Times 

Sut,- You will doubtless permit me to 
reply to 1\Iiss Cornelia Sorabji,s letter in 
your issue of June 8, as some of her state
ments with regard to myself are inaccut'8.te 
aud her view of the teaching of the Rishis 
is very misleading, and is disproved by 
Indian literature. As regards myself, I 
ohjoct to the Press Act, because it was passed 
"'ith the statement that injustice would be 
pre,·ented by appeAl to the High Courts i 
the High Court of Calcutta, lately appealed 
to, has said that the action of the Executive 
wa.s "illegal," but that it was unable to 
iukrft:re. It tries to suppress legitimate 
criticism, "hereas such criticism is the safety 
of Go,·erument by dra"·ing attention to 
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abuses. It is used against Indian, and not 
against English editors, however abusive the 
latter may be, and however much they stir 
up hatred against the Indians. It is un
necessary, for incitements to murder and 
rebellion are punishable by ordinary law. 
The Indians are no more able to discover 
the authors or abettors of_ crime than are 
the police ; the anarchists are the worst 
enemies of India, and Indians are at one 
with the Government in the wish to repress 
crime. I champion no causes and methods 
with which I disagreed when I" was asking 
financial help from Government for her 
Hindu college in Benares." I have opposed 
from the beginning, and oppose now, all 
political crimes and methods of conspiracy, 
and am denounced by Krishnavarma and his 
friends for this reason. I have never at any 
time asked for any financial help from 
Government for the Hindu College at 
Benares, but have relied entirely on voluntary 
support. Not one rupee has ever been 
asked for from Government nor given by it 
to the Hindu College. 

The Hindu Rishis were particularly active 
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people in worldly affairs; they visited the 
courts of kings, questioned the rulers on 
all matters of government, on the wages of 
artisans, the seed supply of agriculturists~ 
the support of the widows and orphans of 
soldiers. Has Miss Sorabji studied the long 
speech of Bhishma on the duties of monarchs 
and of subjects? Has she read the Dharma 
Shastras, the Mahiibharat&, the Ra.mayana, 
which all bristle "'ith worldly affairs? Does 
she remember the objects of human life as 
laid down by the Rishis-the pursuit of 
"duty, desire, and wealth,,? Has she 1~ad 
the prayers they taught the people, for 
riches, prosperity, power, progeny, victory 
over their enemies? The Rishis were law
malers, councillors of kings, statesmen, 
active inteneners in public and national 
concerns. Life, by their rules, was divided 
into !our periO<b-studentship, householder, 
retirement !rom public life, asceticism. 
During the household period a worldly life 
11'U commanded. power, rank, and wealth 
were to Le &ought. Men went to the fored 
a.nd meditated, "renouncing kingdoms," only 
~r they had enjoyed to the full the 
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struggle for wealth and the activity of 
political life. They do so still. To re~ 

nounce after full experience is the Hindu 
ideal. Miss Sorabji would have Indians 
renounce without experience. Moreover, it 
must be remembered that all great Indian 
literature belongs to the time of India's 
freedom, and that the revival of her literary 
power has come with the spirit of nationality. 
It is the Indian's "traditions and ideals" 
which have given birth to the new spirit, 
and if it throws him into competition with 
Englishmen, it is the Englishmen who have 
intruded into India and challenged the 
competition. To ask the people of a country 
to practise renunciation in order that the 
foreigner may enjoy, unchallenged, wealth 
and power therein seems a little audacious. 
The Indian asks for no special privilege, he 
complains of the special privileges enjoyed 
by aliens to his detriment. He does ask for 
equality, and is resolute to obtain it. 

I have, unfortunately, though travelling 
constantly on Indian railways, never seen a 
man in a loin-cloth in a first-cla.\9 carriage, 
nor a Bengali in a bowler hat. I have seen, 
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and heard of from sufferers, very many 
insults to well-dressed Indian travellers. 

I did not allude to any one ''age-old inci
dent;' but to repeated insults known to every 
traveller and occurring every year. When 
the "discourtesy of individuals" ceases, we 
will cease to complain of it-not before. For 
each new case rankles in the Indian mind. 

The difference of qualifications I alluded 
to for admission to the Institution of Ch·il 
Engineers was that the matriculation ex
amination of any English university or of 
some colonial universities exempts from the 
studentihip examination, whereas a student 
must ha,·e passed the degree examination of 
the Indian universities for a similar exemp
tion. Also Rule A of Part !!, Rules of 
Examination, allowing a student of the 
institution to present himself at the end of 
a )'ear for the Associate enmination, is 
at.ated in Tlit Statw of Indian Studrnt1 it& 
the Uni.ted Kingdom, pp. 11 and 12, not t~ 
be applied to Indian students, who muat 
•·ork for two or bo and a half years before 
pre.enting themseh·es. 

ASSIE BESANT, 
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INDIA AND THE EMPIRE 

By ANNIE BESANT 

(The Nation, May 30, 1914) 

Iris a remarkable comment on the curious 
indifference of England to her " great 
dependency" that, in all the discussions 
now rife on the question of the Federation 
of the Empire, India is quietly left on one 
side. There is no deliberate intention to do 
injustice; there is merely a vast ignorance. 
There is a general vague idea that India is a 
"conquered country," that she "is held by 
the sword," that she is more or less barbarous, 
and does not count when Imperial questions 
are to the front. People read, in articles on 
Census Reports in the daily Press, remarks 
on the hill-tribes and other savages who still 
remain ensconced in some of the recesses of 
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her vast extent, and think, more or less casu
ally, that these are "Indians... Obviously, 
these need not be considered when matters 
of self-governing nations are being discussed. 
Her people are "nativest "coloured, .. and 
the words caU up pictures of Hottentots 
and Kaffirs, and others of that ilk. So the 
British nation blunders along after its wont, 
and is risking the loss of the noblest oppor
tunity a people have ever had of building 
a world-Empire so mighty that it could 
impose peace on the world, and is tending 
llteadily towards & war of "white • and 
"('oloured, .. in which Asia, indignant at long 
exploitation and injustice, shall be pitted 
against Europe and America.. It must not 
be forgotten that Japan's increasing popula
tion is beginning to presa ~aainst her 
boundaries, and that Australia, Yoith her 
&pusely settled lands, her ludicrously sma.ll 
fh·e millions of y,·hite- rapidly tending 
tov.·ards yellow-men, and her unguarded 
thousa.ndii of miles of coast, offen a m011t 
tempting opportunity for colonisation, 
anued if n~y; only the Japanese 
Alliance •l'ith Engla.nd and the Boating 
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Union Jack over Australia defend that 
Asiatic country against invasion. Asiatic 
countries traditionally look to India as the 
land whence they have derived much of 
their civilisation, and already there are 
whispers in the Far East of what of good to 
the Asiatic world might happen if India 
should remember that she belongs to the 
East, not to the West. In the face of all 
this, with incredible and suicidal reckless~ 
ness, the Colonies are treating the Indians 
as an inferior race, and are shutting them 
out-where they do not take them as in
dentured, i.e. as slave lahour,-and Britain 
remains supine and shows herself unable to 
protect British subjects, while the United 
States jauntily remark that as Britain allows 
them to he shut out of her Colonies, she 
cannot complain if the American Republic 
follows suit. 

Now, India does not desire to shatter her 
allegiance to the Crown, hut she passionately 
desires the removal of the laws which cramp 
and fetter her : she demands self-govern
ment within the Empire, and she is resolute 
to win it. She is gradually developing a 
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national self· consciousness, and the late 
troubles in South Africa have done much 
to quicken this; in her protest against the 
cruel injustice with which her children there 
were treated she felt herself as one. Meet
ings all over India voiced a single protest; 
all the various classes were welded together 
by a common emotion ; women threw them
selves into the stream of public feeling, 
money poured in at 1\Ir Gokhale's demand 
-more than was needed. For the first time 
a thoroughly national demand was made, 
and India felt her own strength. She will 
never forget that by her own action she won 
a \'ireroy's aid and redress for the worst 
wrongs under which her children laboured. 

But she willne,·er again tamely submit to 
u.clu~>ion from other countries, lfhile those 
aa.me countries claim the right to enter freely 
into India, anJ to flood India with their 
products. In Australia, in Canada, the 
immigration of Indians is now a burning 
qut!l)tion, and the resolution to fight it out 
i~t en in the 600 Hindus who are invading 
\'&Dcouver to insist on their right of entry. 
Foreigners ha'·e forced open by violence the 
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doors closed against them by China, and 
the " open door" became a war-cry. Now 
colonists claim to keep their doors shut 
against British citizens. Will not Great 
Britain consider what Indians ought to do? 
If they are to be shut in within the limits of 
India, and to be denied the ordinary human 
right to travel freely in other lands, may 
they not fairly claim at least to have their 
own land to themselves, and to shut all 
white men out of it? Is. it surprising that 
a murmur is making itself heard to shut 
out all Colonials ? The resentment which is 
spreading is not the vocal resentment of the 
much maligned " educated class"; it is a 
dumb resentment, spreading among the 
masses of the peasantry, whose kith and kin 
it is who are refused an outlet for their 
industry. It will be ill for the Empire when 
this peasantry, feeling the ever· growing 
grievance of their exclusion from the right 
to win their bread, turn to their natural 
leaders, their educated fellow-countrymen, 
and cry to them for help. The Indian 
masses are neither loyal nor disloyal; they 
are indifferent to Governments, which, to 
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them, from time immemorial, exist only to 
plunder them of their hard-won earnings. 
The only intelligent loyalty to the British 
Government in India is that of the educated 
classes i they desire self· government, but 
self-government within the Empire; England 
has taught them to love liberty, to admire 
free institutions, and they look to England 
to carry out in India all that she elsewhere 
declares is essential to national and in· 
dividual self-respect. Their faith in her 
professions is shaken, but is not yet de
stroyed ; they are still willing to be guided 
in their building-up of free institutions by 
the experience of the English, but they 
demand that the building shall proceed. 

How is this educated class being treated? 
There is the Press Act, to "·hich their 
consent was gained by a promise that the 
Iligh Court would redress any wrong-a 
promise shown to be illusory. This Act is 
a.d.mini~tered harshly against Hindus and 
~lahomeda.ns. but is a dead letter when 
Engliili-4:dited papers stir up hatred against 
lndia.ns. 

They lave long &£led for the separation 
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ol executive and judicial functions, for the 
union of the two causes frequent injustice 
and spreads disbelief in "British justice." 
A "Collector'' (magistrate), tired out with 
revenue work, listens impatiently to counsel, 
hurries his decisions, pays no attention to 
evidence, suddenly fixes a place of trial 
perhaps twenty miles away at his next camp, 
increasing the expenses ol the litigants, 
putting lawyers, witnesses, and principals 
to most serious inconvenience, sometimes 
making the hearing impossible. Despite all 
urging, nothing is done, and the people 
despair of justice. · 

They ask !or representation on the India 
Council, a modest third of the members to 
be elected by themselves. Will the prayer 
be granted? They complain that the ever· 
increasing cost of higher education is becom .. 
ing prohibitory, and urge that the Education 
Departments should not, under pretence of 
efficiency, crush out schools which are at least 
better than nothing; but the Juggernaut 
car goes on relentlessly. 

They ask that they shall not be barred 
out by colour ~mly !rom posts in tht!ir own 
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land ; that regulations shall not be made 
which force their sons to q~alify in England, 
and yet shut against them the colleges and 
other institutions where the qualifications are 
to be gained. They ask to be treated as 
political equals, and not as inferiors, in all 
branches of the Ser\'ice. Government will 
6nd difficulty in it&ffing its Services with 
any but inferior men if the present regiFM 
continues, for the better type of younger 
men ,.;n not submit either to rudeness or to 
benevolent patronage. They feel themselves 
to be the equals of the -,·hite men, and see 
no reason why the "·bite should treat them 
as inferiors. 

They ask that in all the Services young 
Englillhmen, just imported, shall not be put 
O\·er the head of Indians •ho are efficiently 
performing their "·ork. For example, a 
young man is brought over from England as 
professor, aud placed over Indian assistant 
professon of far greater lnov.·ledge than he 
C4D claim. They resent their ex.dusion from 
clubs and the &OCial treatment they receive, 
and they rightly ftd that this will continue 
until political freedom is gained, and &11 
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posts in the Services are thrown open to 
them on the !lame terms as to Englishmen. 

There is nothing in all this which borders 
on sedition, which deservedly causes suspicion 
and distrust. Nothing is more dangerous, 
more disloyal to the Empire, than the flouting 
of this splendid class of patliotic men, and 
the constant misrepresentation of their aims 
and conduct. For the sake of England, as 
much as for the sake of India, their co
operation and advice should be sought and 
welcomed; for the stability of British rule 
in India depends on them. 
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COLOUR BAR IN THE 
DOMINIONS 

By ANNIE BESANT 

(Daily Chronicle, June 8, 1914) 

THE British Empire, growing into solidarity 
of feeling and endeavour, is seriously menaced 
in a way that no other nation, seeking for 
Empire, has to face. The majority of its 
people are coloured, the minority white. 
But the white claims not only to rule in white 
countries, but also to appropriate all the 
highest pOilts in the coloured countries, ex· 
propriating their own inhabitants, however 
highly ci'·ilised, however well educated, 
ho•·e\·er capable the latter may be. It is 
"the •·hite man's burden"' to manage and 
improve them-after his own ideas. The 
Indians, at least, say a.mong themselves that 
they find the ,.,hite man himself a very serioua 
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burden on their coloured shoulders, and 
think that the burden is beginning to be 
greater than the benefit. 

ANTI-INDIAN PREJUDICE 

While the white man claims to intrude 
himself and his goods into every coloured 
country, the coloured men are forbidden by 
him to enter the countries which he chooses 
to dub white, after he has taken them from 
coloured men of a savage type, Australian, 
Red American Indian, Kaffir, etc. The 
savages are wiped out sooner or later, for 
they cannot effectively resist; but the huge 
Indian peninsula is peopled by highly civilised 
races-leaving apart the aborigines remaining 
as hill tribes and the like-races of Aryan 
descent. The "white countries" shut these 
Indians 'out, and make various laws to effect 
their purposes; British Columbia says Indians 
may not land unless they come direct from 
India, and there is no direct line by which 
they can come. 

Australia has a language test, adopted 
with Mr Joseph Chamberlain's approval, 
which enables the authorities to offer Russian 
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or modem Greek as a test. South Africa 
is more frankly brutal. Australia deported 
the South Sea coolies who were raising its 
sugar-cane in a tropical climate. South 
Africa has used coolie labour to cultivate 
Natal, to work in mines, to improve the 
country. Now all the Colonies &re rising 
against Indian immigration, on the general 
pretext that Indians lower the scale of living, 
and that white labour, demanding meat, in~ 
to1icants, and greater" comfort," cannot exist 
on the Wfloooe& that keep Indians well fed and 
contented. It is useless to say that white 
men, in tropical countries, would be much 
healthier if they adopted a less stimulating 
diet; the uncultivated whites will not improve 
their ways of living, and no one has the right 
to impose improvement on them. The 
Indians &re bared for their virtues, not for 
their '·ires, and it is true that they flourish 
•·here •·bite men would starve. But have 
•·hite. 1 dhine right to colonise and usurp 
rule in tropical countries, and to exploit 
rolour-00 people for their owu benefit? They 
are practically re-e:;t.aWi!ihing sJ.a,·try, after 
England, at lwt,prided itsdf on its abolition. 
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The conditions in India which lead to 
emigration may be readily understood. 
Economic conditions have supplied the field 
which emigration agents have tilled, and with 
fair promises they have induced Indians to 
feave .their own country to labour abroad; 
higher wages are promised than planters will 
give, and the factory life offered by manu
facturers in large towns has no attraction for 
the agriculturists who for many generations 
have lived by tilling the soil The conditions 
under which India flourished in the past 
ha\·e largely changed since the establishment 
of British rule, and life is no longer supported 
so easily as in past days. 

bDIA's PAsT INDuSTRIES 

It must not be forgotten that India in the 
past was a great trading country, exporting 
the goods produced by her flourishing handi
crafts, as well as various valuable natural 
products. Her weaving industries were a 
mine of wealth; her silks, muslins, shawls, 
carpets, woven fabrics o{ every kind, were 
eagerly sought for; her workers in metals, 
her carven in wood and stone, were renowned 
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all over the civilised world. As Phillimore 
&&id in the eighteenth century, she was so 
wealthy that " the droppings of her soil fed 
distant regions." 

Now her handicrafts have decayed; her 
weavers and dyers are disappearing into the 
agricultural class under the pressure of 
power machinery, Indian and foreign; her 
metal workers and artificers are starved out 
by cheap, vulgar, foreign-made goods, with 
which the country is flooded; railways carry 
away her food-stuffs; their embankments turn 
fertile land into malarial swamps. Vill~oe 
life is impoverished, and the peasants, at
tracted by the promises of emigration agents 
~eeling cheap labour, leave their homes and 
become indentured labourers, exported to 
South Africa.. the Fiji Islands, etc. Frugal, 
industrious, temperate, they sa \'ealitUe money, 
and become traders, "·hen free from their 
indentures. Then the "·hite colonists take 
t.larm; they want their labour u coolies; 
they dread their competition as traders. 
Nnt, by exceptional laws, they try to get 
riJ of them in this character: to keep them 
coolies, to deport them, or to tu them 
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crushingly- anything to prevent their 
Ruccess. 

The Indian Government has forbidden the 
export of indentured labourers to Natal, but 
has not touched voluntaryemigration. Apart 
from agents' promises, many emigrate, allured 
by news of the success of relatives and friends 
in foreign lands, and their influx is arousing 
keen antagonism among white settlers already 
in possession, as in British Columbia now. 
Australia fears that, unless it excludes, the
Pacific may become" an Asiatic lake," and it 
is said that the battle for the world's Empire 
will be fought out on the Pacific. If that be 
so, a far-sighted statesmanship would con
ciliate Indian feeling, so that the 300,000,000 
of India may not learn to look to Japan 
with hope as they tum from Britain in despair. 
Australia may yet have to plead to India 
for protection against invasion, and she may 
yet cry to those for defence whom now she 
excludes from her sparsely populated lands. 

Tax RIGHt or Fo:ac1 
What is the right in the white skin, India 

is now asking, to take the lands of coloured 
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people, and to exclude others from the lands 
which the whites then claim as their own? 
The right of force ? But that is a dangerous 
claim in India, where 300,000,000 of coloured 
people face some thousands of whites. The 
right of brains? But Indians meet the Eng· 
lish in England, and prove themselves to be 
equal with the whites, though examined in 
a tongue which is not theirs, sometimes even 
to be the superiors of the pick of English 
universities; coloured skins do not prove 
inferior brains, and some say that much of 
the trouble arises from the fear that coloured 
men may prove to be as good as white ones 
in every walk of life. 

This question is arousing India as a 
-·hole, and that for the first time. Indi8.DS 
passionately assert their equality as a race, 
and deny that the colour of a skin should be 
a political and social disqualification. In
diridual superiority they are quick to re~ 
cognibe a.nd to honour, but they resent a 
go'·erning caste founded on colour. Weal 
troublei in India Brit&in ha.s faced before, 
but here a -hole coloured nation is ma.ssing 
ilklf &g&inst •hite inju11tice; Britain cannot 
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play off one party against another, for all 
parties are one on this question. The 
peasantry are roused against the colour 
bar, and the women are on fire. It is not 
the educated class alone which here is con
cerned; as in political questions; it is a whole 
nation which is on its feet, demanding for its 
men or women the elementary human right 
to move freely at their will. 

In the Middle Ages peasants were serfs, 
bound to the soil ; but never yet has there 
existed a whole nation of serfs, fettered to 
the ground on which it lives. If the Colonies 
try to create this unheard-of condition, they 
will goad India into a determination to force 
the question of self-government, so that she 
may defend herself against such aggression. 
They are pushing to the front the perilous 
problem of coloured versus white all the 
world over, a veritable Armageddon of 
nations. 

Great Britain has more to lose than any 
other nation by an arousing of the coloured 
peoples against the white, and it is this which 
the Colonies are precipitating with an in
credible recklessness. "This question of the 
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treatment of Indians in South Africa," said 
Lord Ampthill, "is a test of our fitness to 
be an imperial people, the test of the fitness 
of democracy to deal with external affairs." 

Briti~;h Columbia and Australia are raising 
the same question, and seem to be intent on 
proving that they are not fit to be part of 
an Empire in which the coloured outnumber 
the "·bite. 
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THE COLOUR BAR IN INDIA ITSELF 

(Daily News and Leader, June 5, 1914) 

To the Editor 

Su,-Among the many causes which are 
working to widen the gulf between Indian 
and British sentiment, one of the most 
immediately dangerous is the antagonism 
which arises from difference of colour •••• 
The uprising of the Sepoys in the middle 
of the last century was practically a local 
rebellion, and British rule was saved by 
the rallying round it of chiefs and troops 
who regarded it as useful to the country. 
Now the alienation is becoming general and 
the resentment national. Britain has ever 
held her Indian possessions with the assent 
of large numbers of the Indian chiefs and 
peoples. As the Moslem EmpirE: was made 
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possible by the quarrels of Rajput clans, st 

did internal dissensions render victorious the 
British invaders, and Lord Minto spoke 
the literal truth when he said: "When 
Indians do not want us, we shall have 
to go.,, 

But Indians, the great majority of educated 
Indians, do want the British Crown to 
remain as the paramount Power; they value 
English education, the contact with Europe, 
the science and manufacturing facilities 
brought by British rule; they admire British 
energy, British institutions, and British 
fr-eedom. They admire them so much that 
they want to imitate them .• , • 

The great class of Sanskrit· educated 
Indians, deeply learned in their own classics, 
and men of high culture in the various 
branches of Oriental learning, stand \\holly 
apart from the English-educated Indians in 
their thought and kno"1edge, and neither 
clasa exercises infiuenoo over the other. 
These, the S&n~>krit-educated, \\'ant nothing 
fro1n the Engli:;h, look down upon them 
•·ilh haughty pride, the pride of thousands 
of years or &<:holarly d~nt, and care not 
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f6r the invaders, successively Greek, Moslem, 
Christian, all turbulent crowds [seething 
round their quiet ashramas, coming and 
going, impermanent. We may leave this 
class on one side, as taking no part either 
for or ~aoainst Government. Only on some 
religious question would they have power 
to rouse the people to frenzy ].1 

THE REAL DANGU 

The real immediate danger lies in the 
growing exasperation of the English-educated 
class against the political and social inferi· 
ority of which colour is the mark, the resent
ment aroused by the treatment accorded to 
them by an aggressive alien race, intruding 
into a civilised country and treating its 
people as inferiors on the mere ground of 
the colour of their skins. This sense of the 
skin-hom superiority of the white man shows 
itself in abusive epithets and blows inflicted 
on the" natives, "mostly, though not entirely, 

1 I am DOt sure if these ue the euct words left out, 
but they are the sense of them. I am unable to remember 
either the words or the tense of the omitted ~es in 
the 6.rst and second paragraphs. 
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by the rougher section of the white people, 
and by the light punishments inflicted for 
assaults on Indians, often ending in death. 
I have seen an Englishwoman come into a 
first-class waiting-room at a railway-station, 
and strike & coolie with an umbrella because 
he did not put down her luggage in the 
exa.ct spot pointed out by her unintelligible 
Hindi. I have seen Englishmen kick coolies 
for a similar reason. 

Indian gentlemen are so often insulted if 
they travel first-class that they oflen prefer 
to true} second. "All niggers here! ... said 
a young civilian, putting hi• head into a 
railway carriage in which I was travelling 
at night with some Indian friends, my own 
fila! being turned away from the door. "No 
niggen "'IUJted here: said & civilian to 
another friend of mine, who was entering a 
fi~t-cla.ss carriage. Eurasians are employed 
as ticket-collectors a.nd station·masters, a.nd 
U:~ey t~how gross incivility to Indian tra,·ellers, 
•Lile cringing to •·bite. "Stop that row, .. 
said an Engli:~hman to an Indian suffering 
from a L.J cough, "or I'll throw you out of 
the carriage. • The Indian drew a pocket· 
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knife-he was too weak to resist otherwise
and the Englishman subsided. 

In many Indian stations bedrooms are 
provided to accommodate travellers for the 
night.' An Englishman and an Indian were 
travelling together; they arrived at a station 
in the evening, and the Englishman asked 
for admission to a bedroom for himself and 
his friend. "You can go in, sir," was the 
answer, "but the native cannot." " But 
there are only two beds, and if I do not 
object, why should not my friend come with 
me?"" Against the rules, sir." Appeal to 
the station-master was useless. 

THE ""m.E..~ING Guu 
At stations 1rhere plague passports are 

issued, all Indians are turned out on the 
platform, though in the middle of the night, 
•·bile the clerks go to the compartments in 
which there are white travellers. Every· 
•·here these distinctions are made, and Indian 
gentlemen, in their own country, are oblig00 
to submit to degrading distinctions, and to 
continual insults from ill-bred Englishmen. 
'fhe result is a growing exasperation, especi· 
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ally among the younger men, a haughty 
courtesy in necessary official relations with 
Englishmen, and a bitter hatred hidden 
\ll'ithin . the heart. The insults are re
membered, the story of them constantly 
repeated, and the gulf grows wider. 

Even the more highly placed Indians 
are not exempt from violence. Lately, in 
Madras, an Indian nobleman, fearing to 
miss his train, drove his car swiftly past an 
Englishman's. The Englishman followed 
him to the station, insulted him, struck him 
and licked him so seriously that the Indian 
was lifted helpless into the train; he 
summoned the Englishman, and a paltry 
fine \II' as inflicted. The ex-Sheriff of Bombay 
was assaulted as he approached a ladies' 
carri~rre to !;peak to his wife; he summoned 
his ~lant ; and the man apologised and 
•·as let off. Such cases are innumerable. 
Sentences of "·hipping for trivial thefts are 
('Onstantly inflicted on coolies; and in one 
case recently, •here & little toba.cco was 
t~tolen by & railuy coolie, he was senten('ed 
to ~ flogged by & ma.git~tr&te, and flogged 
in the magi~>trat.e'a office by the magistrate 
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himself, according to the testimony of several 
respectable Indians. The magistrate was 
"severely reprimanded," but remains on the 
Bench. A coolie, struck by his master,died; a 
fine was inflicted, as "there was only one 
blow; and it was not meant to kill." "You 
can kill an Indian for !5 rupees," one hears 
Indians say, "but if an Indian strikes a 
sahib ••• " I have lived among Indians 
as a friend for twenty years, heard their 
comments, noted the growing resentment, 
and wonder-how it will end. For the Indian 
is no longer passive, no longer submissive. 
His self·respect is constantly outraged, and 
he does not forget. 

The political colour bar is, of course, more 
important than the social insults, but that 
will be gradually removed, and India is 
patient where reforms are being introduced. 
The social stings madden proud and sensitive 
men, and the exasperation they cause is an 
immediate danger, and people in England 
hear little or nothing o( them. On the one 
side, there is an arrogant class, growing more 
and more angry as it watches the rising 
spirit ol the Indians, a "subject race"; on 
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the other side, an inc1-easing, but mostly 
concealed, hatred, which is gagged by the 
Press Act and smoulders unexpressed. A 
significant phrase is often heard: "'Ve 
must teach our boys to box." 

ANNIE BESANT. 
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[We add the following important letter 
from Lata. Lajpat Rai.] 

LAJPAT RAI AND BRITISH 
CITIZENSHIP 

"A GREATER MEASURE OF SELF
GOVERNMENT" 

(TM DaUy Nrw1 and Lerukr, 
June 10, 1914) 

To the Editor 

Sul,-1 wonder if Englishmen at home realise 
the full significance of the attempt of the 
Hindus aboard the Kamagata J/aru to enter 
Western Columbia in exercise of their rights 
of British citizenship. 

The first thing to note in connection there
with is ~that these Hindus are Sikhs, the 
descendants, compatriots, and co-religionists 
of those who saved His Majesty's Eastern 
Empire in the time of England's greatest 
peril in India, viz. in 1857. 
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But for the loyalty and the bravery of the 
Sikhs, one shudders 'to think what the fate 
of the Empire would have been. Possibly, 
nay probably, that Empire would have been 
lost. Then the Sikhs have shed their blood 
for the Empire in Egypt, in the Soudan, in 
China, in Abyssinia, and in Durmah, and it 
is from their ranks that a considerable part 
of His Majesty's Indian Army is recruited. 
Some of your best generals have called them 
the., flower" of the Indian Army. They ha,·e 
been, and are''believed to be, above the taint 
of sedition, and any educated Indian supposed 
to, be agitating among them receives the 
severest (sometimes the most summary) 
puni:shment which is in the power of the 
Govcrument of India to inflict. The mere 
suspicion of such a thing as agitation among 
the Silhs raises the direst anger of the 
Driti:,h official in the Punjab, and justifies 
tl1e harshest measures of repression, such as 
"'ere adopted in 1907. Yet here we are on 
tl1e threshold of a great agitation among the 
Si~hs, the responsibility of which cannot be 
trared, C\'en by & stretch of imagination, to 
any "agitator." 
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EQ.UAL RIGIITS 

The fact is that the British Government 
in India is on the horns of a dilemma. They 
want the Indians to believe that they are 
the equal subjects of the King, but when the 
former claim their rights as such, they behave 
as if they have neither the power nor the 
desire to secure the same for them. Perhaps 
it is not so much the fault of the Government 
in India as of those statesmen who have to 
reconcile their professions anJ principles of 
Liberalism with their policy of subjection. 
There is no half-way house between demo
cracy and despotism. So long as India is 
governed from Whitehall and is not free 
to retaliate, the difficulty with which the 
Government is face to face in Canada will 
not be removed. The desire, the ambition, 
and the necessity of claiming the rights of 
British citizenship is no longer confined 
to educated Indians, but is permeating 
through the uneducated classes and even 
the masses. 

The unlimited competition of the foreigner 
in the trade and service markets of India 
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let res th~ no other choioo. The Indian 
labourer lw so far been exploited for the 
benefit of the British Colonies under the 
m011t degrading and humiliating conditions. 
It has, howerer. done him one good: it has 
brought him the consciousness of his value 
u a worker. But just "·hen he awakes to 
thi& consciousness he finds that there is no 
room for him in the world. At home his 
··~ooes are despicable, and he can hardly lire 
a decent life on those ··~rres. E,·en the 
Go,·ernment sweats him; •·hen permanently 
employed in Goreroment offi.res his WAo!J'tS 

ordinarily range from !s. a week to k or 
5s. 1 •·e(..k. When skilled 1.11d educated, he 
find. that most of the gooJ plAces are held 
by the foreigner. E,·ery riff.r&ft' of a 
European, not to speak of British Colonials, 
lw free admitt&nce into India, and 1 large 
nwubtr of German, Italian, French, and 
American mechanics and engineers find 
emplo~ment in Go,·ernment t'!li.a.blkh.ment.s 
and indlhitrial coru:erns.. •·hile a great ma.ny 
•lilled lnJia.us, 60We of them edUCIJ.ted in the 
~t k>l'hnicJ institutions in India, Englaud. 
and Alllerira, rewa.in unemployed. or ha,·e to 
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be contented with very inferior positions. 
He thus suffers doubly. His country is 
open to the competition of the whole world, 
while he is debarred from admittance even 
into parts of the British dominions. Is it a 
wonder' that he has begun to complain that 
if he had a Government of his own at his 
back, the world would not treat him thus ? 
He feehl helpless and friendless. 

PowER or ExcLUsioN 
To my mind, the remedy lies in giving a 

greater measure of self-government to India, 
with full powers of excluding foreign labour 
to the same extent and in the same way as 
the other parts of his Majesty's dominions 
do. Short of this, nothing is likely to avail 
much, and the trouble may continue to grow 
and embarrass both the Government and 
the Indian patriot, as it is no less embarrass· 
ing to the latter than to the former. It 
disturbs the Indian nation-builder in his 
work, and puts an unspeakable strain on his 
loyalty and on his patriotism. It reduces 
his influence with the younger generation 
of his countrymen, and disables him from 

92 



LAJPAT RAI 

enforcing discipline and self-restraint in 
public life. 

'l'he spectacle of 400 Sikhs taking to 
hunger-strike in British Canadian waters is 
fraught with serious consequences, and is 
likely to have the most disastrous effect on 
Sikh loyalty. The telegrams from Canada 
show that Eome of them have already com
menced talking bitterly. The retired Sikh 
110ldiers already settled in Canada are also 
suffering w1der certain disabilities, the most 
important of which is imposed by the so
ca.lled "Continuation-journey Clause," 11·hich 
effl'Ctually debars their wives and children 
from entering Canada. 

lt is time, I think, for Briti~h statesmen 
to apply their minds seriously to the 110lution 
of the problem, o1· else the trouble may grow 
in gral'ity, and then it will be futile to blame 
the poor "agitator" for the consequences 
thereof. 

LAJPAT RAI. 
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THE INDIAN PROBLEM 

LEITER FRO}f MR LAJPAT RAI 

(The Christian Commonwealth, June 17, 1914) 

[The Ti17Uis having refused insertion to 
the following letter, we are asked to publish 
it, and gladly do so.] 

SIR,-I wonder if you would extend to me 
the hospitality of your columns for a few 
observations on the letter of Miss Cornelia 
Sorabji that appeared in The Timel of 
June S. I do not propose to deal with her 
criticism of 1\Irs Annie Besant's letter, 
because that eminent lady is more than 
sufficiently strong and able to look after 
herself. lVhat I am chiefly concerned with 
is Miss Sorabji's attack on educated Indians, 
based on her misreading of the Hindu 
Rishis. I wish she had not dragged the 
poor Rishis into the discussion, because to 
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me she doea not appear to have read them 
happily, if at all. Her letter leaves 8Jl 
impression that politics were quite outside 
the sphere of the old Rishis, and the 
present political struggle is opposed to their 
teachings, and that if the Indians were to 
follow the old Rishis they would retire to 
the forests and engage themselves in medita
tionr~, etc. She sneers at " the struggle for 
place, Md power, Md wealth and temporal 
aggrandisement," and holds that the lndi8Jl 
has forsaken his "traditions and ideals" by 
the very act which has put him in competi
tion with Englishmen for these things. 

Now, firstly, Miss Sorabji forgets that it 
i11 not the Indian who has put himself in 
competition with the Englishm&n in India, 
Lut it is the latter who has done so. The 
struggle is not of the seeking of the Indian, 
and to blame him for it is. to say the least, 
a.dding insult to injury. If Miss Sorabji is 
right io saying that the Indian has forsaken 
hill" traditions and ideals • by this ac:t:, then 
the responsibility of foreing him to do so and 
ol rreating cireum,tanoes which led him to 
it iii not hi&. Secondly, Miss Sorabji is not 
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right in her reading of the Hindu Shastras 
in thinking that the struggle fo.r "place, and 
power, and wealth, and temporal aggrandise
ment" is opposed to the teachings of the 
Hind~ Rishis. Has Miss Sorabji never read 
Bhishma's celebrated discourse on politics, 
or Chanak's aphmisms? Has she never 
heard of Vi dura ? Again, then, what are the 
Dharma Sutras, and how does she explain 
the numerous prayers in the Vedas for 
power, for wealth, for progeny, and for 
victory ? In fact, the chief glory of the 
ancient Rishis consisted in their having so 
comprehensively dealt with all the problems 
of life and death and the questions that 
arise out of them. The whole body of 
Dharma Sntras and Smritis deals with 
politics. The Rishis concerned themselves 
with the affairs of the world quite as much, 
if not more than with the life hereafter. 
Are we to understand that they were uncon4 

cemed with the troubles, misfortunes, and 
miseries of life, and took no notice of what 
happened to men, women, and children 
&round them, and did not care as to who 
regulated and controlled and guided the lives 
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of the people in the affairs of the world, and 
how? To my mind, that would be a great 
libel on the progenitors of our race, and, if 
that were true, they would not be deserving 
of that respect and admiration which Miss 
Sorabji has for them. The truth is, that 
there is no department of life about \11-hich 
the Rishis ha\'e not left thoughts, which are 
\ll'orthy of consideration and study at the 
hands of the best and the greatest of men in 
all times and in all ages. It is equally true 
that the ruling note of their teachings is 
that "the struggle for place, and po"'er, and 
"·ealth, and temporal aggrand.isement" should 
al•·ays be subordinated to and earried on 
in accord~ "·ith the dictates of Dharma, 
that it •·ill not do for man to gain the SO\'e

reignty of the world if he thereby stands to 
lose hi~ &OW. Subject to this, they place no 
limitations on· the aspirations of men. And 
surdy it is not ignoble to aspire" for place, 
aud po•·er, and wealth, and temporal aggran
discme.ut" if Ly righteous me&lls, because I 
am sure, if it •·ere 110, Miss Sorabji •·ould 
not Le Ol'l:upying the po.-;ition she does under 
the GoH:.rumc.ut of InJiL 
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I am not a follower of l\Irs Besant, nor 
have I always agreed with her in her views 
on politics or religion, but I must say that to 
me she seems to have a better right to speak 
of Indian wants and aspirations, by the 
mere fact that by the nature of her work 
she has come in the past, and daily comes, 
into contact with a larger number of Indian 
men, women, and children than Miss Sorabji 
could have ever done. 1\Irs Besant may 
be right or wrong in her views on Indian 
politics, but anyone with a grain of common
sense in him or her can find out that the 
Indian problem would not be any nearer 
solution if approached in the spirit of 1\Iiss 
Sorabji's letter. 

The fact that Miss Sorabji was compelled 
out of a sense of duty to her Motherland to 
write this letter to The Times, proves that 
her ideal of seeing "Indians nursing the 
growing-pains of the transitional period of 
their history in silence and obscurity" is 
impracticable and unnatural The world is 
too human to allow that, and I hope, sir, you 
will agree with me in this. 

I cannot finish this letter without record· 
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ing an emphatic denial of Miss Sorabji'1 
assertion that in his political demands the 
educated Indian does not claim equality, but 
special considet·ation or "allowances,.. to 
U!ie Miss Sorabji's expression. The Indian 
w11.nts nothing but justice. In fact, for some 
time to come he might be contented \rilh 
,;ometLing less than equality.-Yours truly, 

LAJPAT RAI. 
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INDIA, A BUTTRESS OR 
A PERIL? 

l1RS BESA~"'T'S CRITICIS~1S OF 
BRITISH RULE 

fThe Daily Chronicle of June 1! was the 
only London paper that gave anything that 
could be called a report of the above lecture, 
although the great Queen's Hall was filled, 
and the audience was enthusiastic. The 
.Jlanchuter Guardian gave a fairly good 
reporl We append that of The Chronicle.] 

A LA:&GJ: audience assembled last night at 
Queen's Hall, to hear :Mrs Besa.nt on the 
grievances of India. Lord Bra.ssey occupied 
the chair. 

Mrs Besant said one heard little of the 
difficulties and troubles of the people of 
India, unless, like herself, one bad lived years 
in the country, and were in close touch with 
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Indian friends. Indians admire England 
and might love her too, if she would only 
let them. For the first time in history the 
\'ast Indian population has been aroused 
by a question of the outer world, by Indian 
emigration to other lands. England can 
only hold India if her rule be just and 
intelligent. 

The party of anger and anarchy is small, 
but the party suffering from the rerent 
repressive measures is large, filled with 
righteous discontent; it is willing to go 
t>lowly, but demands that progress be made. 

Dealing with the Press Act of 1910, Mrs 
Besa.nt showed how severe it is. All but. 
two Indians in the Council voted for it, but 
its repeal is now demanded. 

Men, the lecturer said, have been de
ported and imprisoned, honourable gentle
men h&\'e been arrested and thrown into 
prison •·ithout trial. 

Mrs Besant touched on the great frequency 
of Bogging as & punit~hment by rertain 
judges and collectors, and declared that the 
11 hole lndia.n criminal law need11 re,·ision. 
Our &dminilitration of justice •·as not so 
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much admired in India as we are apt to 
suppose. 

Indians are driven out of South Africa, 
Australia, New Zealand, British Columbia, 
but they must not also be shut out of posts 
in their own country. India must govern 
herself; she begins to realise her strength. 
England must live up to her old traditions 
and share her birthright with 800,000,000 
Indians, for the price of Indian loyalty is 
the gift of freedom. 
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SH.\LL I~DL\. BE A BlTIRE.SS OR 
A YE~.,CE TO THE EMPIRE~ 

(A Uc;ture dtlivered on June 11 
in Queen'a Hall, L>ndon) 

E.t.lL Bu.ssu, •·ho presided, said: In t.&ling 
the chair this e,·ening, I desire briefly to 
upl&in my position. I &m here to a.sk for 
au attenth·e bearing fvr the &dJress -.hlch 
l.ln lk:sant is about to deli,-er on the 
d::1kult qul'lition of ~t in India. Mn 
lb&nt ha.s ~pent many yt-m in that rountry. 
S~ h.a.s linJ in dose relAtion ··ith eJOCi.W 
lnJia.ns.. She is acqu.&inted -.ith their ne•! 
a.nJ their ~pirations. It is nll th.&t n 
.houlJ lnow • h&t they are.. a.nd resoh·e, in 
llo() Car a.s it may be p~Lle, to mf*t them. 
A• you •i:l doubtl~ Lear from l1rs Bts&nt, 
the demands are ma..ny. '!'here are grieu.ncs 
•hich it may be ~Lle at an urly dite to 
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remove. Take, for example, the demand for 
further rewards for good service under Govern· 
ment. To do what is required, changes of 
an organic character would be necessary, and 
these could only be gradually carried out. 
We may look for opportunities in connection 
with the great work of education. There 
are grievances keenly felt in India with which 
it is not possible for the Imperial Government 
directly to deal. There is bitter complaint 
that emigrants from India are not freely ad· 
mitted into the self-governing dominions of 
the Empire. We have long since surrendered 
control of the local affairs in those vast and dis. 
tant countries. We may represent our tiews; 
we cannot enforce them. And now, ha. ving re

cently-though not for the first time-visited 
India, it is my duty to bear testimony to 
the earnest desire of those filling positions of 
the highest responsibility to promote by all 
possible means the well-being and the bappi· 
ness of the people committed to their charge. 
The Viceroy, at the head of the Government, 
my near relative who 6lli the post of Governor 
-of Bombay, the officials at the head of the 
nrious branches of administration, are all in 
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full sympathy with every legitimate aspira· 
tion. Looking nearer home, the sentiments 
of the people of Great Britain are those 
of the sincerest goodwill, coupled with a 
profound sense of the duty we owe to our 
Indian fellow-subjects. I must not pursue 
or stand longer between Mrs Bes!Lllt !Llld 
an impatient audience. 

Mrs BEUNT :-My Lord Brassey; Friends: 
Probably only few among you keep in any 
sense in close touch with the vast Empire of 
India. Telegrams come to you from time 
to time telling of one event or another. You 
bea.r when there is a.ny disturbance; you hear 
when some officer of police is unhappily 
murdered; you hear of any kind of outrage 
that occurs; news of these unfortunate 
events fla~~hes across the telegraphic wires 
a.nd rings through the country by your news· 
papers. But you do not hear of the many 
difficulties that surround the Indian people; 
you do not ht'&l' of the many troubles that 
pre.u upon them, sometimes troubles that 
are •·ell-nigh intolerable; you know nothing 
of the hopes frustrated, nothing of the aspir&• 
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tions beaten back, nothing of the desire to 
find in England a friend and a helper, a 
desire too often failing in its results, large!y 
by mutual misunderstanding. Unless you 
take t.he trouble to have Indian papers sent 
to you, you cannot come closely into touch 
with the thoughts, the lives of the people 
themselves. And if I venture to put before 
you this evening what I have called" India's 
flea for Justice,"' it is because for more than 
twenty years I have found my home, my 
friends, my dearest work, in the service of 
India, the mighty Motherland of the Aryan 
peoples, and amongst her children I have 
found, and find, many of my dearest and 
m~t trusted friends. 

Now, in India to-day, as in the whole of 
Asia, changes are going on so rapidly that 
it is well-nigh impossible to keep in direct 
contact with them, unless your attention i11 

constantly directed in order to see and trace 
them one by one. If a man goes back there 
five or ten years after he has left, he finds 
the whole atmosphere changed. Especially 
is this change found among the younger 
generation, those who are just finishing their 
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college career, those who are just entering 
upon manhood's life, from about perhaps the 
age of eighteen to the age of fi,•e-and-thirty. 
You will find concentrated in those a very 
large part of the forward movement of India. 
The elder men have struggled against apathy, 
against inertia, and have constantly found 
their most splendid efforts failing against 
the mass of dead-weight impossible to over
come. One day 1\lr Gokhale, that greatest 
of Indian leaders, who is laying a shattered 
health on the altar of the country that he 
loves, speaking of the work of the elders 
in India, used one, I think, of the most 
splendid of phrases: "Others," he said, ''here
after lihall ha,·e the happiness of serving 
India by their successes; we have the honour 
of ser,·ing India by our failures." It is to 
u~e hero "Lo ser,·es by failures, to the elders 
of India, to the founders of the Congress 
lllO\ ement, to the men "·ho in the midst of 
darkneu ha,·e ne,·er despaired of the light, 
U1at all the JOunger ones bhould look "·ith 
admiration and "·ith reverence' for the 
younger • ill reap "·hat these men have &Own, 
and by the difficulties B.Dd the suff-:rings they 
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have conquered, the redemption of India 
shall be wrought onl 
Bu~ in the youn~ men, remember, yon 

see the men with whom yoo will have to 
dfal in the coming morrows of India.. full of 
enthusiasm, full of passi~ having learned 
from their study of Englim hk-tory many a 
~o of liberty and ordered freedom, hoping 
to find in England one who will encour&,:,l71! 

all their most atdent aspirations, willing to 
be g-.riJC!d by EnglAnd it she will lead them 
a!ong the road of freedom. As one of them 
said to me but a few months ago: "We 
admire the Engllih; we would love them it 
they would let 115 do so." But there lies the 
dt!iculty. The love they would give is eon
ditioned by England"s treatment of thtm, 
and their love of England is les-s thAn their 
love of liberty-as, inde-ed, it ought to be, 
for only t:.hole who are lovers of liberty tan 

be relied upon for tbAracttr and for work. 
~ow the educated class, 1.1 it is WI~ in 
In..£a is, of coane, a minority, a mWl minority 
of the lndia.o nation. Genera!.ly in India 
we uy the Engfub-educated clw, bec:all!le 
there is a n.rt educa.ted cW. in lrulia, 1010 
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must remember, the Sanskrit-educated class, 
who have enormous in6uence in matters of 
religion, and also over the great mass of the 
population if ever a religious question should 
arise; but they take practically no interest 
in the political and social problems of the 
day, 88.\'e to oppose them where social reforms 
thwart some of their cherished ideas. England 
cannot look to that learned class either for 
a,,h·ice on Indian problems or for help in 
Indian difficulties. Nor can England look 
to the great mass of the population: they 
are ignorant, moved by tradition and habit; 
they care nothing for the changes of the 
Go"ernment; they are interested in vi~o-e 
questions; they are interested in the number 
of t1.eir cattle ; they are interested in the 
•·eat1er, •heU1er it be fllir or foul for t1.e 
aops; they are interested in the sons' and 
daughten' llll.l.fl'iages, in the many questions 
that affcd the rillage life; but until quite 
lalt:ly th ... y h&\·e been ab~lutely indiff ... rent 
to qu~tions of go,·emmeut. To them the 
Go,·emment i• oul y a machine for tuing 
Uu.!m auJ t.&ling u·ay part of their hard. 
tarueJ produl'e. Aud •hethtr it be Mogul, 
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or Portuguese, or Frenchman, or Englishman, 
it is always the demand for the tax; that 
is all they know of the Government. Some
times people talk about the loyalty of the 
Indian masses. Let me tell you, there is no 
such thing in the Indian masses as a loyalty 
you can rely upon ; they are ignorant, 
remember; they are not trained to under· 
stand any question outside the interests of 
the village. In the village they are shrewd, 
capable, able to judge. India is essentially 
a self-governing country, but the unit of 
govel'.lu.I•No\.nt is the village, not the State ; and 
it is in the village seJf..~vmJUlt:nt wilt have 
to be founded, by the restoration of the 
village councils which from time immemorial 
have had the welfare and the prosperity of 
the village in their hands. But, meanwhile, 
until education spreads, until self-government 
is begun in the villages where all the people 
understand the questions far better than 
anyone else, until then you must rely for 
your Empire in India on the loyalty of the 
educated classes. They may be small in 
number, but they make the public opinion 
of India. To them the mas..;es will look, not 
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to the English people, when questions arise 
that touch them to the hearl And if you 
want to realise that, you have to understand 
that for the first time a large part of the 
population is beginning to be moved by 
something outside itself, by the question of 
emigration, by questions of settlement in 
foreign lands, where sons have gone out ti.Dd 
sent back news to father and mother. There 
the a wakening of the population is beginning. 
But as they a wake they look to their o11·n 
people, they look to their own leaders, and 
for the first time, by that question of South 
Africa, whkh ia only part of the great 
problems that have to be solved, the masses 
of India have been mo,·ed by a question 
afftX'ling the outer world, and they have 
fullowed ti1e lead of the educated classes and 
Lave made their \'oice heard in their support. 

Th0:.e educated classes are almost always 
~polen ill of in this country ; they are 
said to be disloyal; they are said to be 
114...Jitious; they are said to be the danger· 
ou~t pt'Ople for -.hom you y,·ant Press 
Arb, (Qr "hom you v.·ant deportation, for 
v.bom you Y.&nt the many methods of 
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despotism that are disgracing the name of 
fret England throughout India to-day. But 
they are your only hope in India; on them 
depends the stability of British rule; on 
their An!YJ'eement and their sympathy your 
Empire must be based. .And if you cannot 
win them-and they are so easy to win ; if 
you cannot hold them-and they are so 
willing to be held if only you will be just; 
if you cannot win them by the justice and 
by the beneficence of your rule, then I ask 
you who call yoursehes free men in your 
own country-have you any right to hold 
them unless you hold them by love, by 
senice, and by understanding? Their 
loyalty is the only intelligent loyalty in the 
country; win them, and you win everything; 
but you must win them by fair treatment, 
and not in any other way. And you are 
alienating them to-<lay as they have never 
been alienated from England since first 
England hentlf took over the rule of India. 

Think for a moment of that great Pro-
clamation of the dead but reverenced Queen, 
when, after the war of 1858, the Imperial 
Crown took authority and responsibility in 
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India : " It is our fwther \llill that, so far u 
may ~our subjects, of -.·h&tel•er race and 
crt-ed, be freely and impartially admitted 
to office in our service, the duties of \llhich 
they may be qualified by their education, 
ability, and credit duly to discharge. In 
their prosperity will be our strength; in 
their contentment our security; and in 
their gratitude our best reward." 

So spake \'ictoria. For fifty--six years 
time hill rolled on since those noble words 
"·ere spoken, and if you find discontent and 
unrest, •hat becomes of the security "·here· 
of a~he spale, ''the contentment which is 
our liotCUrity,• that contentment that British 
llta.lt:tima.nship bhould strive to secure P 

~o•·, "hy is it that this country is in a 
condition of uni'Cbt? You may dil·idc the 
un!'ellt, as Lord Minto \'ery wisely did, into 
t •·o: the unrest of mere anger, "hich is 
-.light and represented by the party of 
&U&l'thy, \·ery sm&ll and unsympathised 11·ith; 
then U:~e righteous di:iiOOntent "hich every· 
one •ho ia educated into a lo,·e of t'nledom, 
u you hue eJ1.1e&ted your lndia.n Cdlo•·· 
Jubjt"'la. mUbt ineYita.Lly f...d &O long u 
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freedom is not within his reach, and he 
finds himself unfairly repressed by measures 
unjust and cruel. That righteous discontent 
will only be entirely removed when India 
possesses self-government within the Empire, 
and of that you need not have any doubt. 
They are willing to go slowly, but they must 
go; they are willing to grow into it wisely 
and carefully, but you must let them grow. 
And there are some things that you ought 
to abolish without any further delay. Now, 
the first of these-for I am going to speak 
to you quite frankly-is the Press Act of 
1910. That Act was passed in a moment 
of panic, and it bears all the marks of its 
evil parenthood. Moreover, it was passed, 
you must remember, with the assent of all 
the Indian members of the Imperial Legis
lature except two. Lately 1\Ir Surendanath 
Banerji proposed certain amendments in the 
Press Act. The Government would not 
grant them, and every Indian unofficial 
member except two voted for the amend· 
ments and ~17llinst the Act that three years 
before they had voted for. Now, why was 

it? Why so strange a change? Because, 
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wht!n they voted for it, they believed that the 
Government was obliged to ask for it, facing 
a pressing danger, and because they were 
assured by the law member, Mr Sinha, that 
no real injustice could happen, beca.use there 
was an appeal to the High Court against 
any possible unfairness by the Executive, 
and the law would defend them if 8llY 
injustice were done. 

Now that has proved to be absolutely an 
illusion. A case was brought lately before 
the High Court, and the High Court of 
Calcutta (the most independent of all the 
High Courts of India and the one most 
trusted by the Indian people) declared itself 
powerless to redress the wrong, declared that 
there was no redress to be given by the law 
•here the Executive had struck a pamphlet 
or & paper, 8Jid pointed out that it was 

impossible for them to interfere, and that 
• hat the unfortunate defendant had to do 
•·as a thing practica.lly impossible to do; 
to show, not that the words that he u!ied 
roulJ not be brought under the sweeping 
clause of "'causing disaffection and dis· 
content," but that by no possibility ol con-
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struction of metaphor, or of image, was it 
possible that the words should arouse any 
feeling of anger.1 Now, that is clearly an 
impossible thing, and the reoult of that 
decision. of the High Court has been to 
join all the educated Indians together in a 
demand either for sweeping amendment or 
repeal-which is what they ought to have. 

Think for a moment what the Press Act 
means. Since it was passed in 1910 there 
have been more than 800 prosecutions under 
it, of which more than 200 are prosecutions 
of newspapers.2 You might expect that all 

1 "It is not enough for the applicant to show that the 
words of the pamphlet are not likely to bring into hatred 
or contempt any class or section of his Majesty's subjects 
in British India, or that they have not a tendency in fact 
to bring about that result. But he must go further, and 
show that it is impossible for them to have that tendency, 
either directly or indirectly, and whether by way of 
inference, suggestion, allusion, metaphor, or implication." 
-Sir Lawrence Jenkins, J. The High Court held that 
the forfeiture was illegal, but that it had no power to 
redress the wrong. 

1 8o7 cases, of which 237 were newspapers. The Hon. 
Mr Bhupendranath Basn declared that "the law is a 
source of great peri~ that is, against the spirit of the 
British Constitution, that it is derogatory to the self· 
respect of a nation-of a people, if you will, which is Cast 
deYeloping its sel£-con.sciousness." 
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of the things coming under a Press Act 
would have to do with the Press, but that i1 
not really so. Under the Press Act come a 
number of other restrictive enactments. If a 
place is proclaimed you must not hold any 
political meeting there without the permis
sion of the E1ecutive. You must Dot hold 
a meeting of more than twenty people with
out police permission. You must go to the 
police and ask if you rna y be allowed to 
lecture. But those are Russian methods; 
they &J'e not English. England has always 
tolJ Russia that if llihe found it n~y to 
t't"press, then she ought to look for the causes 
•·hich gave rise to the necessity and remedy 
the causes, &Jld not try to silence the people 
•ho were crying out from their pain. We 
have always said that, •·itb the most self. 
righteous h)l)()Cl'isy, to all the countries 
of Europe that have ever practised these 
m~thoJs of oppression-Austria, Germany, 
Ru~ia. IWy. We ha,·e lectured them all 
011 the proper way of dealing •·itb popular 
di~~Cont.ent, how •·e ought to remove the 
causes, how •·e ought not to blame the 
pt.'Ople •·ho cry out. If you tread on a 
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man's toe he is apt to cry out and to say 
that you are hurting him ; hut in India you 
expect to tread on the toes of all the people, 
and yet that they shall not emit a single cry 
of pain, And there lies the difficulty. The 
safety o! the Government lies in knowing 

· what hurts the people. It you prevent them 
expressing their view o! the things that hurt 
them, you will inevitably have hatred and 
sedition instead of open and honourable 
protest. 

Now every newspaper lies under the fear 
of the Press Act. Personally I have never 
been asked for security, but then I am in a 
white body, and that makes a wonderful 
difference in India. But I live in dread
well, I won't say dread, because it is not in 
my line, but in expectation-of being called 
upon to furnish it, because I know if what 
I print in The ComTTW11u:eal were printed in 
some of the journals edited by some o! my 
Indian friends, they would very soon find 
their security not only asked for but forfeited, 
and probably their Press forfeited too. We 
are all in danger of that, we Indian journal
ists, excepting if they be Anglo-Indians. 
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They are quite safe. Never yet, under any 
kind of provocation and abuse of educated 
Indians, of stirring up hatred of them in the 
minds of others, never yet has one of those 
papers been prosecuted. They are safe. 

Now, how does it work? Suppose & new 
man comes into your printing office &.'i 

manager; you must at once go and report 
it to the magistrate, and he may like to put 
&ecurity on you because of your uew manager. 
If you want to move your printing press from 
one place to ftllother, you must go and ask 
permission of the magistrate. Lately a small 
religious paper 1 that had existed for some 
time at a town called Wai, in the Bombay 
Prebidency, wanted, for the com·enience of 
printing, to move the press from Wai into 
Bombay; •hen, according to the Press Act, 
the owner went to ask permission to move 
it, 1000 rupees was demanded from him as 
socurity, not because the same man is not 
i,'Oing to print it, the same people going to 
iS~~ue it, but merely because they nntt!d to 

1 1'/u DlurrN•, de•oled to rel~ious, philoaophic&l, and 
wdt.l topic$. The H1t;b Court could not iaterfm, u 
''the ~Wtj,ti,lralt was enl!tled to es:ercise hii cllicrdion." 
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move the press. That killed the paper; he 
had not got the thousand rupees. 

Take another case, that of a :Mussulman. 
A Christian missionary in the Punjab had 
made a very violent attack upon the Mussul
man religion. The liussulman had no re

dress, because that is allowed to the goose. 
which is· not allowed to the gander, and very 
foolishly this Mussulman gentleman wrote 
an answer in his newspaper. 'fhe result 
was that at once the Executive came down 
upon him and forfeited his security. He 
pleaded he had on1y answered when his 
religion was attacked, but he did not realise 
that one man might attack but the other 
man must not reply.1 

.And I might go on and give you dozens, 
scores, of cases like that The flelJ is so 
wide I can only point to one or two cases 
ander each head to show you that I am not 
euggerating, and then pass on. 
~ow take one point that is interesting in 

regud to this. It was a paper edited by a 

t 1U Abl-i·Had~ of Amritsar. The M1155Ulman's 
writings "injmed the religio111 IWCtptibililies of 
Cuist.ians." Bat wba.t of those of the MIU5U!IIWI? 
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Mussulman. You have probably heard of it, 
The Zamindar. The beginning of that 
trouble was the forfeiting a security of 
2000 rupees for an article that \ll'a& said to 
be seditious. I have read it, and there was 
not an atom of sedition in it • if I remember 
rightly, it was only some cl'iticism of Eng· 
land's policy towards Turkey. Then after 
that the man, being a brave man, thought 
he would start again. 10,000 rupees' security 
-the highest a.llowed_;_was asked for before 
he was allowed to start. He went on 'ith 
his 10,000 rupees' security, and the next step 
\ll'&ii to forfeit that, and also to forfeit the 
press.1 So that "·ithin a few months 27,000 
ruptlt!s' worth had been taken from that 
eJitor, and his paper for the time destroyed. 
He cannot have been \'ery bad, because when 
a little later he asked to be allowed to 
wta.rt hii paper, they only put 2000 rupees' 
se<:urity on hilll for the third time. That 
now is being started, and we shall see bow 
long it l~ts. 

'l1use a.re the lind of thin~ that are 
going on all the time in India, and, as I tell 

I Worth 1 S.OOO rupees. 
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you, during the three years more than two 
hundred papers have come under this, as 
well as five hundred other cases in which 
prosecutions under the Press Act have taken 
place. ,Realise what that means of irritationt 
of anger, of a feeling of unfair suppression of 
thought, and then you will know one reason 
for the growing unrest. The shutting out 
of fair criticism and the constant dread of 
being involved in prosecution injures the 
Press, and makes it less outspoken and less 
honest than it ought to be. A free Govern· 
ment should learn from a free Press, and 
not be afraid that the people should speak 
out that which they desire to have. 

Then remember that that is not the only 
form of autocratic interference with the 
liberty of the subject that you have. An· 
other thing that has been done fairly often 
is deportation and imprisonment without 
trial. I assure you I am not telling you of 
what goes on in Russia; I am telling you 
of what goes on in India. You remember, 
when nine men were deported from South 
Africa, what a fuss you made over it here. 
And yet those men were deported in the 
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mid~;t of a danger of civil •·ar. But •·ith 
us, harmless men like my friend Lajpat R.t.i, 
•·ho is here, a.re deported or imprisoned 
11ilhout trial lie was seized and deported; 
tht'y could not try him, because there was no 
e'·idence; all that he had said was in print, 
and I read it and am willing to read erery 
•·ord of it in any country in the world. But 
there is no proof wanted if you are not 
brought to trial; there is no defence wantoo 
if you are put in gaol and kept there as 
long as the Gm·ernment likes to keep you. 
And a number of my friends in Calcutta, 
honourable gentlemen, "ho ne,·er desired 
resilitance to the Briti~h Go,·ernment, •·ere 
tmdJenly &eized, arrested in their homes, 
aLrried away, and thrown into gaol..-ithout 
trial and 11·ithout eridence. And e\·en their 
•·h·es for "·et:ks were not allo•·ed to lnow 
• hat hid happened to them. They ..-ere 
lo:st to their flllllilies. These are the things, 
rtmember, that are going on in India, a.nd 
are milling pt>ople so bitter and so resentfuL 
And 11·e a.~k fur the abolition of that old 
1t.&tute by •·hkh men can be dt'portOO or 
impriK.ned •itLout tru.1 and •ithout any 
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evidence being given against them; for if 
you have no evidence to convict, you have 
no right to put the penalty of imprisonment 
or exile on any one. 

There is another old Act I should like to 
see abolished, though I am not sure whether 
my Indian friends will quite back me up in 
that. I think the Arms Act ought to go. 
The Arms Act at present works in rather a 
curious way. The honest people do not bear 
arms ; the thieves do. And so the thieves 
-dacoits, as we call them in I~dia-are able 
to break into people's houses, beat them, 
sometimes murder them, and they find no 
difficulty in getting arms in spite of the 
Arms Act ; so the mischievous people get 
them, but the honest people, who try to 
obey the law, are left helpless against armed 
aggression. Now the right to carry arms is 
the sign of a free man, and it is an insult 
that they are not allowed to carry them. 
They do not want to go about, as men do 
in America, with a revolver in the hip-pocket, 
always ready to shoot. I don't know of any 
of my Indian friends who want to show off 
in that way; but if you cannot trust the 
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Indian, after these last fifty-six years of 
patient constitutional working, if you cannot 
trust him, why do you expect kim to trust 
your 

Now let us pass from these Acts which 
ought to be swept away-the three of them 
at least,-and let me take certain points of 
grievance very bitterly felt in India. First, 
with regard to education. Someofyou may 
know that we do not feel very grateful to 
Lord Curzon, the late Viceroy, for his Educa
tion Act, for though that claimed to make 
thin{,"S more efficient, and though the usual 
plea of the Government is that they are 
working for efficiency, it is better to hare 
inefficient schools than none at all; and the 
Indians are beginning to complain of the 
effect of tbe present Government's policy of 
t~hutting up a mediocre school and leaving 
tbem •·ith none at all, under the plea of a.n 
efliciency v.·hich ought to be grown into 
gradually and not demanded suddenly, e.pe
cially in a poor country such a.s India. is. 

But apart from that question of the ba.rsh· 
llesi of the ny iu v.Lkh the Unh·ersity Act 
and the Education Dt·pa.rtmenta work, I 
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want to put to you one or two other points 
whlch you will at once recognise mean very 
unfair pressure upon Indian educationists. 
We have there the Deccan Educational 
Society .which bas done wonders for education, 
and contains some of the most learned and 
best educated Indians in the whole country. 
Dr Bhandarkar I may mention as one of 
them. All the memben of that society were 
called upon to pledge themsehes, not only 
that they would not oppose the Government, 
which was an unnecessary impertinence, but 
that not one of them would criticise any 
action of the Government. Surely that was 
going rather far. At least, a man might 
be allowed to criticise, if he might not be 
allowed to do anything else. And that kind 
of pressure is put upon all our school teachers, 
schoolmasters, professors, and principals, 
except, of course, where they wear a white 
skin ; and then things are very different, as 
you will see in my next case. 

There were three lecturers appointed in 
Calcutta University, one of whom was very 
hard-working in the Turkish Red Cross 
Society, and collected a large amount of 
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money to send to his co-religionists to help 
them in the late war in the Balkans. They 
took interest in politics, but no one pretended 
to say that they were seditious, revolutionary, 
or anything else; in fact, until now the 
1\Iussulman hu been the pet child of the 
Go\'ernment, and always held up to those 
wicked Hindus as showing how loyal an 
Indian can be. But now they say that the 
Government will not confirm the appoint
ment of those three lecturers, because we 
ought to have a" pure atmosphere of study" 
in the University, and ~·e should not intro. 
duee any political feeling at all. And then 
the principal of a Punjabi college wrote a 
novel calk>d Sri &m, Rroolutilmi.st, and he 
put hij hero into the well-lnown Gurukula 
of lla.rdwa.r, an admirable school belonging 
to the Arya S&maj, &nd there be said that 
he n.s trained in sedition. He is still 
principal of the t'Ollege, and "the pure 
atmo.-;phere of t>tudy" and learning is allo•·ed 
to remain under his care, "hile the unfor
twutte profeliSOrs •·ere turned out, though 
thf'y haJ nitten no no,·els untrue And 
libtlloua. they L&d ma.de no speeches attack· 
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ing the Government nor slandering anyone. 
Can you wonder if people put the two things 
together and say," Why should the author 
of Sri Ram,"' who is an Englishman, remain 
a princ.ipal, while these three Indian gentle
men are turned out from the places the. 
University gave them because they sym· 
pathised with their co-religionists in other 
lands? Why that was done we have never 
been able to find out, but a curious Nemesis 
came almost immediately on the Chancellor 
of the University-the Viceroy, who in most 
things is sympathetic with Indians-from 
the Vice-Chancellor, an Indian, who was 
very indignant at the way the professors 
had been treated. He had, under his duty, 
to confer the degree of Doctor of Law on a 
very eminent Russian,l who had been turned 
out of his professorship at Moscow because 
his views were not identical with those of 
the Russian Government, who then came 
to England and received a post at Oxford 
University in England, and then went to 
India on a \Uit. The Calcutta University 
bestowed a sign of honour upon the Russian 

1 Profe110r Uinagta.dolt 
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revolutionary, although the Calcutta gentle
men were all turned out Cor their intere~t 
in political life. And one wonders what 
the Vice-Chancellor thought, and the 
Chancellor. The Vice • Chancellor did 
make some rather ironic remarks, only 
re;tricted by his innate good breeding from 
being a direct reproach. And all the world 
in Calcutta laughed, and wondered what was 
coming to education. 

But let us take more serious matters than 
this.. Take the question of the treatment 
of professors in Government colleges. You 
find a young man, fresh from the university, 
a young Englishman, brought over to a 
college and put over the heads of all the 
lndillll seniors, who remain as assistant 
professors, "hile he is made professor over 
their hearu.1 Do yo11 think they do not feel 
that, •hen they are thus superseded in their 
own country and among their own people? 
No (Xllit in the higher educational servire I 

1 Tbe Go'ernment of lkha.r imported u Englishman 
u Prok.uor of H~ory over the head of Mr Jii.d~ath 
Sua.r, •·hOM hiiturie&l work i.s wc:U bowL 

• The lmperl&l Edw:atiooal Semct. 
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is open to any Indian unless he comes over 
here for his education. The Imperial Service 
must always have England as the door into 
it for English and Indian alike. However 
educated a man may be, however brilliant 
his degrees, however splendid his qualifica
tions, unless he has come over here to one 
of your universities he is obliged to remain 
in the Provincial Service, with smaller pay 
and different social position. And the 
Educational Service is not the only one 
where that difficulty is found. In a moment 
I will mention the others to which the door 
is only open on English soil 

Pass from that to the treatment of students. 
This is a thing that raises very, very bitter 
feelings in India. You will truly -say it is 
the fault of individuals, but it has largely 
been endorsed by the Education Department. 
For instance, there were two or three little 
boys walking along the road who shouted 
out to an Inspector," Sahib, salaam, salaam !"~ 
The Inspector got very angry ; the tone wu 
not nice! T\ny, when I go through a village 
they often shout out to me, and I always pat 

• M1 St.a.rk, Acdni Inspector, BUtdwan. 
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their heads. The children do not mean any 
ha1·m. But the Inspector was very angry and 
took their names, and one of them, a little 
lad of thirteen, was sentenced to be flogged ; 
and not only to be flogged publicly before 
all the others, but, in addition to that, when 
the father appealed to the Department, the 
boy'a name was ordered to be sent out with 
the record of his flogging to every school in 
Bengal. That is the sort of thing that causes 
bitterness. It is these cruelties that stir up 
anger. The father took the boy away before 
he was flogged, but that did not make the 
feeling any the less bitter. 

In another case some children, accustomed 
to pick flowers anywhere for a festival in one 
of the templt!S, •·ent into a garden belonging 
to a police inspector. They ran away when 
he came out, but he sent the police after 
them, &nd they •·ere &l'l'eSted. One or two 
•·ere caught and flo&:,rred, one of them in the 
pri-sem-e of himself artd hll u'ife, and a.nother 
(a little boy of h·ehe yean;) 11'M.S bound over 
to be of good bdlt\'iour {or a yea: and to 
l<'fp the re~ ! I know you do not hear of 
tbe~~t things in England, hut the.e are the 
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things that make so much bitterness and 
anger. And that tendency to brutality, and 
to the use of force, is one of the things that 
you b.;Lve to think over in dealing with this 
question of discontent. 

Then remember that criminals, petty 
criminals, grown m~n, are flogged for small 
thefts in India. A man the other day stole 
an ounce or two of tobacco from a train ; 
he was a railway coolie; and he was 
sentenced to be flogged 1 and taken into 
the magistrate's office, and several Indian 
gentlemen stated that the magistrate, a 
1\Ir Sykes, administered the flogging himself. 
A question was asked in the Legislative 
Council, but their testimony was thrown 
away and 1\Ir Sykes' word accepted that he 
had not himself flogged the man. It was 
clear that the flogging took place in the 
magistrate's office, and in his presence, with
out a doctor being presenl At the inquiry 
it came out that the same magistrate had 
given four or five sentences of flogging on 
younger criminals, and had inflicted the 

I Twenty-five stripe$. He came out limping and 
Wi.ek.ing with paiD. 
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floggings himself. He is still on the Bench, 
haviDg received a" severe reprimand." The 
reprimand he ought to have had would have 
been to have been sent away to do some other 
work, for you ought not to allow magistrates 
to take the execution of their sentences upon 
themselves in that brutal way. 'J.'hen, take 
what is sometimes called British justice. We 
call it Anglo-Indian justice, because it is so 
different from the justice that you have over 
here. It is a big subject, and I can only 
point you to just one or two things in it. 
ln the first pla.ce, in the High Courts you 
often find conviction given on insufficient 
tvidence. Only lately, in Madras, a man 
wa.s sent from court to court, and sentenced 
to dea.tb in each court. They refused stay 
of execution 1rhen he asked for it on very 
good grounds. He had to spend 5000 
rupees in telegraphing the judgment over 
Lere in order to get a stay of execution. 
The Privy Council granted it; later, a.t the 
hearing, the Privy Council decla.red he wa.s 
con,·kted on evidence that never ought to 
La,·e ~n admitted, and &thised the English 
judgt to read the Evidence Act-a f.Urly 
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strong rebuke to the judge. But, remember, 
that if that man had not been rich, he would 
have been hanged before the Privy Council 
had reversed his sentence. The question · 
was raised over here in Parliament, I believe, 
but not pressed so far as it ought to have 
been. 

The whole Indian criminal law needs to 
be revised and these punishments of flogging 
swept away. It is bad enough when used 
for crimes of violence j it is abominable when 
used for petty thefts. And yet if you look. 
at the records of whippings of full-grown 
Indians, you will see how numerous they are. 

There was another man in the United 
Provinces 1 who was condemned, stripped of 
his decorations, imprisoned, and after he 
came out of prison-having appealed and 
been refused a stay,-after having served the 
whole of his sentence, the Privy Council 
reversed the whole thing. But the man had 
served the sentence ; he was outcasted by it ; 
his life was ruined. All because it is not 
the habit in an Indian court to give stay of 
execution. 

l Mr Chandhuri Naaar Ali Khan, an Oudb Talukdar. 
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I nearly went to gaol myself because of 
not being able to get stay of execution, 
though given permission to appeal on a 
"substantial ground of law,.; and if it had 
not been possible to telegraph to the Privy 
Council, who at once granted stay, I might 
have been sent to gaol for not obeying an 
order which the Privy Council, on the hear
ing, declared I could not obey without 
bringing myself into conflict "ith English 
law, and that for an order which, it said, no 
court ought ever to have issued. 

r ou cannot wonder under these circum
stances that British justice is not as much 
admired in India as you are inclined to think 
it i• admired, for I know that it is one 
subject of great self-congratulation over here. 
There is no difficulty about Brith.h justice 
O\'er there, you have sometimes said. But 
every Indian reformer agrees in asking for 
the lit'paration of the administrative and 

· judicial functions. Cnder-"t&nd that it means 
thi11: the magistrate, or collector, collecli 
rt'\'enue, t.nd he goes round to village after 
village gathering in the re\·enue; and that 
is all righL But •hen he is tired out •ith 
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collecting revenue, he ha.s also to do the 
proper judicial duties of a ~cristrate, and 
to try suits in that particular place. I have 
heard Indian lawyen give an account of 
their OW'D experiell('eS under this system. 
One of them said that while he wu pleading 
a case before a magistrate, the magistrate 
was maling up his acrounts and did not 
lliren. In another ease, in the middle of 
the case, the magistrate went on to the next 
~oe, twenty miles off, to collect revenue, 
and the ~aoers, witnesses, and lawyen had 
all to go trailing off for twenty miles in order 
that the case might be finished. 

It is quite true that when you gd two 
Indians Boaainst each other an Englishman 
will often give an impartial decision between 
them. But the main difficulty ari.ses when 
the qwu-rel is between English people and 
Indi.ans, and no justice is done in those casES 

-<{uite apart from tlm particular griev&nce 
of baring to follow a peripatetic m~oirtrate 
abont, or to plead before a mAe,cristrate who 
does not lbi.en to you while you are talking, 
&nd sometimes lw even written hi• judgment 
lx:fore he lw heard the counsel for the 
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defence, Apart from that-for the justice 
of that charge is admitted, although it is 
not carried out-there are other points that 
you have to remember. Where a quarrel 
between an Englishman and an Indian comes 
before a court of law, and a blow has been 
estruck on either side-and the blow mostly 
come& from the Englishman, not often from 
the Indian, I am sorry to say, in return-1 
"'ish that every Indian boy should be taught 
to box, for then, I think, we should have 
less discontent and less unrest in India than 
we have at present,-the Englishman receives 
only a small fine. La.tely there was a case 
of resisting the police. The labourers of a 
man, under his orders, he being present, 
resi11ted the police in pulling down a fence. 
Mabter and labourers were brought up before 
the magistrate. The master was fined, and 
the labourers were sent to gaol !or doing 
• hat their n1aster had told them to do
they •·ere Indians. Assaults upon Indians 
are punished •ith light tines. that t.re paid 
•·ith a laugh or a sneer. A blow that lills, 
11hich ie only too frequent in India, i.a treated 
in tl•i• way. A man l&tdy bad to pay a 
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small fine of 25 rupees because he "only 
struck one blow and did not mean to kill,.. 
Presumably not, but he did kill, and the sum 
of!.5 rupees (about .£1, lSs.) is not a very big 
price for kicking your servant and killing him. 
He had "an enlarged spleen., -a reason for 
not striking, not a re&SOn for a small fine. 

These things are happening coostantly in 
India. It is not u though they were rare. · 
They are nol lien of all ranks in India 
are thus insulted. I have known a nobleman 
flogged with a riding-whlp because he did 
not take off his hat to an Engllihman he 
did not know- a well-known Sikh, who 
happened to be a very small man and, proud 
u he was, wu not able to strike beck ~t1&in. 

The!!e things are all remembered; they 
pass from mouth to mouth, and all mab an 
increa.sing bitterness. Those are points also 
that yoo want to understand when you are 
dealing with •·hat is called Indian unrest 
and dUa.fi'ection.1 · 

• 1 w u tiee to deal with the mria1 o1 a.:qwtted 
pmocs-t moDStrositJ. Dll.r.ng the yan 1901-10 tha'c 
were %!• fll the!le, iLDd iD 2) ca.w.s the mea ~ 
were lwlgaL 
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Then take the disadvantage that Indian• 
have in education-popular, not w1iversity 
at all. Mr Gokhale brought in a Bill for 
universal education, which was thrown out, 
as the cost was too much. That is largely 
true; but Japan has been educating her 
people, and in forty years, beginning with 
gross illiteracy, Japan has so educated her 
boys and girls iliat the standard of literary 
there is now higher than it is in America
one of the best educated countries in the 
world. Can you wonder that, talking O\'er 
tLat one day, an Indian gentleman said to 
me : " We should be able to do the same if 
•·e had no alien go\'crnment., r England 
would do well to attend to that matter, and 
remember that people are beginning to 
compare the results of English government 
in India and Japanese go,·ernment in Japan. 

T.le another question-repre~~entation on 
the Indian Council, one of the messages 
brought o\·er by the Congress dtlegates this 
ye&r. \\11&t ha,·e they ~led for? The1 
ha,·e &)led for three men to be tlected by 
tl1r Lf.gil'>latures on the India Couocil out 
uf lline. And iu the Bill brougLt in two 
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are suggested, not elected, as was asked for, 
but to be selected from a panel elected by 
the non-official members. Now, remember 
that "non-official members" includes men 
who ar~ appointed by the Government ; they 
are not all elected. That is where people 
juggle with words. Non-official people who 
are not elected are more· servile to the 
Government than their own officials ; and 
if you make up a panel of forty non-official 
members, and on that put a number ofthese 
appointees of the Government, and then ask · 
the Secretary of State to choose, don't you 
think he will choose his own appointed 
people and make the whole election a farce 
and not a reality ? It is no use to try that 
sort of trick with one of the cleverest peoples 
in the world. They see through a pretended 
liberty, and only despise the people who 
give it. One's only hope is that when the 
Bill comes to the Commons the L>r<b will 
have already amended it, and made it a real 
gift to India of some representation on her 
own Council by her own men, sent there by 
her own people. 

And now we come to what is perhaps one 
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of the bitterest points of all-the Colonies. 
For the first time the population of India is 
being moved on this question, the question 
of the t·ight to emigrate. Now you know 
the way it has grown up. English people 
come and take the country which really 
belonged to coloured people, and they a.re 
not able to carry on labour there because 
the climate does not suit them well; they 
ask for indentured coloured labour- and 
indenture is only slavery. There is no 
people like the English for being deceived 
by a word. IC you· tell lies, you call it 
"diplomacy," and then it is all right. You 
steal another man's lands, and you call it 
"anneution," and it is perfectly beneficent; 
and if you make men slaves, ~·hen you ea11 it 
"indentured labour" you think it quite satis. 
factory. Indenture ought to be abolished 
in every country, for it is slavery of a very 
terrible kind. America hu abolished it; 
• by cannot you P 

Now in South Africa the Englibh people 
could not cultivate the &Oil. 10 they got 
indentured Indians to do it for them; and 
u long u the indenture wted they •ere 
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quite willing to take the labour, because it 
enabled them to lead very comfortable lives. 
England partly went to war in South 
Africa because of the bad treatment of the 
African~born people and of the Indians. 
And then she gave self-government to the 
people that she had conquered, and lets the 
state of the coloured people be worse than 
it ever was before. Now when the indenture 
had come to an end in South Af'rica, they 
said : How can we get rid of these people ?
because they dare to trade. And the Indian 
is a clever trader, and be does not drink, 
and he lives much more simply, and the 
result was that he began to undersell the 
white man. That is where the difficulty 
comes in. I So they sa.id : We will put a tax 
on them, unless they will re-indenture them· 
selves. That was the beginning of the £3 
t.u. A great many of these men only earn 
£1! a year altogether, and if a man pays £3 
tax for himself, and £3 for his wife, there ia 
Dot very much left out of the £12 a year 
to live upon. And so they said they would 
not pay. You can hardly blame them for 
it. Then they had to go away, :Sow aome 
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of tho&e men had built up little businesses, 
had children born in the country. They 
have had forced sales ; all their li ttie earn
ings have gone, and U•ey are sent back, 
poor again, to India. So things went on 
and on-you know the story very •·ell, and 
it is changed now. But why the change P 
Because of the agitation in India. Because 
when Mr Gokhale called upon the Indian 
people U1ey answered to his e&ll. He asked 
for money, &Dd they poured out more than 
he &!)ked for. He asked for meetings, and 
they held meetings all over the country. 
The women came out and held meetings, 
a thing they have never done before, for, in 
this, Indian marriage was struck at, and the 
•·ife was turned into a mistress, and that 
roulied U•e Indian women, aud they C&llle out 
to tlpe&~ and to give, and to agitate. And 
110 dangerous did that berome, so lih'Ong the 
ft-eling, so uui \'erW the prot.eit, that the 
\'i<.'t'roy, lile a st&t.esman, put himst:lf at the 
t.eaJ of the agitation and so prevented it 
from becoming a riot. Oh. I know some of 
)'OU blamed him over bert ; but you were 
not in India to &ee the bitterness that had 
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been aroused; and he saved India then from 
rioting by putting himself at the head of 
that agitation. 

But India has learned her lesson from 
thal · She has gained most of that which 
she asked for, and she has learned for the 
first time that when she speaks in public 
meetings for the sake of her exiled children, 
others will have to listen to her; and she 
will never forget her lesson, which has welded 
all the classes together and has made a nation 
feel its strength for the first time. 

But it is not only in South Mrica : 
Australia, New Zealand, Columbia, Van
couver- everywhere the same question is 
arising. Now take Australia. You may 
state the difficulty, if you like. It is a fair 
difficulty which is being put by the colonists, 
who say: Indians can live where we starve; 
Indians will take lower wages than we can 
live upon; we cannot come down to live u 
they live, therefore we won't let them into 
the country. It is an economic question 
upon which your colonists are feeling so 
strongly to-day, and it is fair to recognise 
that, for it is a question very difficult for 
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the Labour men in this country to face. 
And remember, the Labour vote is all
powerful in a country like Australia-very 
much to the detriment of the country, if 
my Labour friends "'ill allow me to say so, 
for no one class should have all the power in 
that way. North Australia cannot be culti
vated except by people born in the tropics, 
and Australia cannot manage the northern 
sugar plantations with white men's labour 
only. Moreover, do you think a "·hite 
Awtralia is possible "ith Japan wanting to 
colonise P How can the thousands of miles 
of northern coast be defended by a few white 
men against the incursion of the Japanese r 
Ila.s Asia no rights in any part of the world 
that even her ocean must be white man's 
terTi tory P 

But it is not really only a question of 
labour. There was a Colontl Dantra, an 
M.D. in the Indian Medical Serrice, who 
-arJteJ to go to Australia to set up a fruit 
fum, t.nd he sent over to ask whether he 
could buy land, and he wu told that as he 
n.s &n Indian he oould not go in. A.nd 
how did they leep him out? By a law that 
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unless an Indian can pass a language test he 
is not to be allowed to go in; and they may 
set the test in any language they like, modern 
Greek, Russian, Polish, Roumanian. The 
Indians are very clever in languages, but it 
is hopeless for them to try to pass such a 
test. That test was made at Mr Joseph 
Chamberlain's suggestion, for he said it 
would make them less angry than if you said 
plainly a coloured man must not come in. 
It seems to me more hateful because of its 
hypocrisy. And so the learned doctor, who 
certainly would not have upset the labour 
market, was told he could not go in and 
take up a fruit farm or other farm there. 
And so he remains discontented, and the 
whole thing spreads. Now what do you 
really propose to do with these complaints? 
You shut Indians out from the higher posts 
in their own country and only open the door 
to those over here of which I spoke. Not 
only in the Indian Civil Service, but in the 
Indian Medical Service, the Educational 
Service, the Engineering Service, all the 
highest posts are monopolised either by 
111·hite men or by Indians who come over 
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here. And when they come over they are 
not welcome. \Vben they come over they 
find the two great Universities &but the 
doors upon them. Two Indians a year may 
be admitted in any Oxford college !-not 
must be, but may be. But there are 
hundreds of them who want to come. What 
right have you to say they shall not serve 
in their own country unless they are educated 
here, and then to make their lives a misery 
to them "·hen they come by your contempt? 
TI1at is the question you hue to face. You 
go to these people, who are as highly civilised 
u yourseh•es, as highly educated in the 
educated clAsses as yourselves, man for man 
e,·ery 'II hit as good as you are, and you say: 
\V e are going to monopolise all the best 
plii.Ceil; all the best poc;ts are ours, all the 
rum~l highly paid, and we will open a little 
cra.:l of a door by which one or two of you 
may creep in if you rome over to England 
to gt-t edur&W and try ,·ery hard; but we 
•·ill male tLingi so di~t?'f'tULle for you 
•hen you come that you will •·ish you had 
not comt and "'·ill •a.nt to go back. I &ilk 
how lu thete thll1gs are to go ? How long 
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do you think you can claim the right to 
rule India when you shut her children out 
of her own government, and shut them now 
out of every other country as well over which 
your Union Jack is flying? Lord Meath 
came down to Madras a little while ago and 
addressed the students, and he praised the 
Union Jack and told them how proud they 
ought to be of it. Afterwards the students 
called on me to speak, and I said : " 1\1 y 
Lord Meath, when you get back to the 
House of Lords, if you will ask members to 
make the Union Jack the protection of every 
Indian who is under it, then they will be 
proud of it; but so long as it cannot protect 
the Indian in the Colonies, don't think the 
Indian in India is going to be very, very 
proud of it floating above his head."' I 
don't know whether Lord 1\leath will do 
anything of that sort; I don't much suppose 
he wilL But the question has to be solved. 
Suppose the Colonies say: "We will not let 
them in," you cannot make them. The 
Empire in that is only a name. You know 
you cannot force on your self-governing 
Colonies an unrestricted immigration from 
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any nation, Indian or anybody else. They 
have the right to rule in their own house, 
and-to reap the results of their ruling. 
The result will very likely be a Japanese 
invasion of Australia; but that is their 
bu'liness. If Australia were wise, she would 
welcome Indians to strengthen the Empire. 
lam not sure that I want them to do it, and 
I will tell you why. IC they go on with 
their policy of shutting Indians out of every 
white man~s country, the result will be that 
coloured men will begin to shut the white 
men out of the coloured countries. You 
weut to war with China to force your right 
to go into China, and you said they were 
barbarians because they shut the door, a.nd 
there ought to be a.n open door for •·bite 
aucn. I agree ; but there ought to be an 
open door for the coloured ma.n as n·ll 
And they may think it worth •bile, if they 
are hhut out from other countries, to iihut 
out the ¥Lite men. I btlieve it •·ill lead 
more quklly to ~~t:lf-go,'ernment in India, 
and that is "hy I &m not sorry this policy 
•houlJ go on for a time. You cannot deny 
~~ot:lf-gon~rnment if )'OU do uot cea.se bhutting 
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them oat o( other coontrie~; lnJia mmt be 
able tD Mend ~~ if yoo annot &::fend 
her. If that is .-hat JOU Y&.nt, JOU .-LJ gd 
it There m~t be 500le p!are for the 
roloored man in this worlJ. A • hi le wo 
is not Merything. Where is the dirioe 1\,c-ht 
of the .-biu sliD tD go into other men's 
coontries and tD say that the roloom.i ma.o 
shall not enta' into the .-hite c:oontry? It 
is a d~gnte to rilie thls questioo of the 
roloor of JJn as a ba.rrier a.mong the 
citiz.ens of thU ~ Britkh Empire. 
You cannot do it Cor loog. I.nJ.ia is begin
ning to understand her o.-n s~~ ; ihe is 
beginning to reali.~ th.tt you tannol al•ays 
kEt'p her u a ila '"e ; for tD tie a ma.o tD the 
soil oo .-hkh he •as born is to male him a 
&erf, u he •as in the liiJ..te ~~ • ben oo 
man might go ooWde his o.-n pui-.h krt 
he .hoolJI:ucme a rogue and a n~~ 
I' oo .-oulJ mAle the nation di..hoooored 
that .-u cin:ixd and m~htJ •hto Jour 
ance.-t:>n •ere .-anJ.aing woo ahoot yoor 
(.>~t.s. n..es.e I.n..funs t1at JOU !irol &t and 
dtriie-tbey are ti~ .-ith a cin~tioo 
that goes bid f011 thousanJJ cpoo thousanJJ 
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and thousands of years. When they were 
free, they made the greatest literature that 
the world has ever known; and it is with 
the revival of the spirit of nationality that 
their intellectual greatness will once more 
show itsdf in works of originality and of 
power. With the loss of freedom they ha,·e 
gone down in their intellectual work; with 
the regaining of freedom they will rise tu 
the mighty point that they occupied before, 
E\'en now they show their ability, and they 
are pleading with you for freedom. They 
are uot demanding it roughly, as I am 
demanding it here; for I, a white, am speak
ing to you white men and women, and have 
the right to m11.Le JOU uudel"l>tand l'hat you 
art doing to U1ese our coloured friends on 
the other t.idt! of the "·orld. 'lbey do not 
spea.k u bruWly as I am spealing to you, 
but tlu.·y ft~t:l. Oh, ll1ey would love you if 
JOU •oul,l lt'l them; t},ey Rllk JOU to give 
U&clll tl&cir frt•tJom, to let Uu~m be frt:e men 
in a fr't"e couutry. Your Cro•·n •·ill be 
more llit'('UI\', Tht'y luow that Eugl11ud and 
lndi• tor,•t:t1t.•r 111~ f11.r ~olroll!,'tf th.&n England 
1U1d lttdia tllll f\t'f Le llt'p&rw.kly, and tbe 
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possibility of an Empire for Great Blit&in 
rests on the co-operation of India. 

And so I plead with you, who are English 
men &:nd women. England was the mother 
of freedom, and these little islands of yours 
have grown into the centre of a world-wid~t 
Empire because of your love of liberty, your 
declaration that no slave could live on 
English soil, for wherever your flag floated 
there freedom was found beneath it. You, 
who gave shelter to Mazzini when all the 
tyrants in Europe would have seized him; 
you, who crowded your London streets to 
welcome Garibaldi, who freed Italy from 
the tyrants tl1at oppressed her : you, who 
have been the sanctuary of the oppressed of 
every people-why, you gave shelter to 
Stepniak the Terrorist from Russia; you 
gave shelter to Kropotkin, the exile and the 
rebel And now you, in your own country, 
deny the right of other men to seek for 
freedom, when you have welcomed every 
ei:ile for freedom, and have spread over them 
your protecting sword and shield. No 
political exile was ever given up by England; 
no political crime was held by her to be 
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reason to give a man over to gaol or to the 
scaffold. And yet the gaol and the scaffold 
are the means you are using to break down 
political freedom in India, and I plead with 
you to lhe up to your own old traditions, 
to be faithful to the memory of your past. 
Libe11y is your birthright; oh, share your 
birthright with your Indian friends. 'l'hen 
India will become the buttress of your 
Empire. Her three hundred millions will 
Le at your back whene\'er you are in difficulty 
with other countries. But the price of their 
loyalty is the gift of freedom; and until 
they are free you can never expect them to 
be loJal. 

I'III~TID IW .. lULl .t.KD 1:0.1 LTD., IDUilllliGII. 
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