
Socio-Economic Study of Clranaba 6ujjars 

V329G: 1 :6.242.N8 
M4 

2CtlC06 

R. Swarup 
Ranveer Singh C. S. Vaidya 

AGRO ECONOMIC RESEARCH CENTRE 
{For We:;•e:rn Himalayan Region) 

Himachal Pradesh Universit4. fhimla-S (INDI~J 
Julyl984 



AGRO-ECONOM'IC RESEARCH' CENTR-E at the Himachal 
Pradesh University was established by the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Government of India to carry out research and investigation in the 
field of agricultural economics in the Western Himalayan Region 
cons;sting of Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir and U. P. Hills. 
After the initiation of the era of planned development in India, need 

was felt for carrying out studies for proper undets.tandin!J of the 
changes occuring in the structure and functioning of village economy 
and other spec1fic problems arising from time to time. With this 
background Agro-Economic Research Centres were est1blished in 
various agro-cl;matic regions of the country. The broad functions 
assigned to this Centre are : 

i) to make a study of changes in rural economy by means of survey 
of a number of selected villdges each year and resurvey of the 
same group of \AIIages at an interval of say, five years: 

ii) to conduct ad-hoc inve!.'fgations into problems of interest to the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Government of India; 

ii1) to carry on research work on fundamental problems rs'ating to 
agricultural eeonomics of the country; and 

iv) to give technical advice to the Government of India and concerned 
State Government on such issues as, with mutual agreement, 
may be referred to the Centre. 

Enqu:ries be addressed to : 
Dr. R. Swarup 

Agro-Econornic Research Centre 
H. P. University, Simla-171005 

Phone: 3608 Cables: AGROCOST 



Socio-Economk Studu of Chauaba. 6ujja~~~ 

)!;~n.tnja\ Jmn G~dgill.1hra~ 

1 l!llllilfllllii! l!!llliilll!li! 11111111 
GiPL-PirNi·-205006 

R. Swarup 
Ranveer Singh C. 5. Vafdya 

AGRO ECONOMIC RESEARCH CENTR: 
(For Western Himalayan Region) 

Hfmachal Pradesh Univershl/. Shimla.S (INDJAJ 
Jur, 1984 



It is gener3.lly held th~_t Guj arc.t wc.s 

h01.16lrnd ,f tha Gujj 2-rs ::!."'1d that they c::ue to Hil..lachal Pradesh 

in .3earch Jf p nstur6s for their livestock. The Guj j urs in 

Cr!::>XJbo. were driven by the growing ino.deqUncy of grazing ros'"'urces 

in the nt;ighoour·illg parts of J 2-WLU & K~slli::1ir. · ~·~UslirJ Guj jars in 

ga1errl arc staunch believers in the tec.chin-:-s of the Prophet but 

:1re not frn::.tics. Their econor1ic 2.cti vi ties revolve round the 

buffclocs, though :LD thr3 herd there is o.. sp rink~.ing of other &1i­

ouls t:;o. So ff:"~r no ucanoLic studies ha.ve been conducted ;::bout 

these:~ peu)le nnd hence tnis ta.sk Wo..'.S td;::GTl up by this Centre. 

Shri H::.nveer Sin~h s . .n. :-1. :u1d snri c. a. VOiidyo. s. A. of 

this Centra CJll~cteJ. the nece.:.,s::ry infor;.Jation for the stuJ.y • 

.2\.>r tlU.s they stayed in Haine;al o.nd ho.d discussions with the 

peo;:l·J for the purpusJ. Gur :...ost sincere tho..nks are due to 

the peoi;le of ho.ing.:W. who provided the wuch ne~::ded inforna.tion 

c;lncay. Their hospitJ.lity will ll0 r0ueubGr€d ple.:.santly for 

lun~. Tho h0lp rendered by Tehsilcbr Shri T.R. Negi, p 2 tw,l.ri 

Sllri Dhnr~~ Ch::nd, ah1 Shri smoot Singh, the local school 

SlJgcstions rccei v ~d f . .Jr lli1J rovmg tho study would 

be i:.ost wclcv~J.G. 

July, 84 
Officer Incharse 
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Chapter •. I --

Before L"f"ldeo endence the State functioned merely 
~ 

as a .~.·evenue collecting a.sency and for m2.intaining law 

ond order. '.£he )qui table deve1opmer·~ was not the popular 

belic:f at that tiL1o. fut si tua.tion changed after attainment 

of politiccl IndepcndeDce and government str...rted paying 

greater attention towards development and· \·lelfare 

activ1ties •. In 1961 a commission was appointed by 

centrcrl 6overnme:Jt to find out problems of tribal 

p ~.:c;ulation r:.:.1d it recommendc::l. that efforts should be 

conc6ntrated on a few essential items eg. drinking 

water, food, s!£1P·lo;yment for qt least 300 days in a 

yez.r, education, health and loa.ds. Put the problGID. 

was that the methods Dnd norr1s of development efforts 

c:pplied to non-tribcl pO'pulo.tion were also applied to 

tribal population v1:ithou t any change or adjustment, 

Tb.iJ sort of approach did not ·prove s'.lccessful for 

ren.sons of ·wide dlfferences in the socio-econor.'ti.c, 

b::;,c~:ground of ttz tw-o type 

of people. Th<.l e1."Perience of.First Eive Yoar Plan 

indicated ti1at e.;e~oral develop'mcnt does not mean 

equitabl0 dGve~opmt.nt ·of cll sections of the society. 

1'his led govcrnr:1cnt to forrr: ne··ll str.:;.tt;;gy .for dev.elop-

r.::~.nt r.!ld ~lolf'.:.r..; of poorDr ::nd weaker sections of 

. - 1 -
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scciety. The rcs·u.lt of all this Has that during the 

.i.'ifth Five Year Pl::n, a. sub-i-1 lan for tribal regions 

of the St:.te w.1s clso forr~ml2.ted. This sub-plan aimed 

2.t id.-~tific:ttion of dcve2.'JYJf.!E:nt blocks ····ithin the • 

.;;t3.te having r:.ore th::.~1· 50 per cent tribJl population Jl1d 

l~chir~6 L~Jsi ve l;r:.··Jrts for its developm8Dt. In tr.is 

cor.nection, Indi::n Cons ti tu tion also includes special 

provisiuns for the prot..::ction c;Jld development of 

sci13duloci trib~ pOflUlatior., 'vJhich are about 7 par cant 

of t:-.e total population of thG country. 

!Jot cuch Hor1t hE:;s b2en ci~1e on tribal clemo6raphy. 

J:!:c expression •tribe' first of all 2ppeared in 1581 

ccn~us rep art c.nd it vr:::s applied at that time to semi-

·~~..r ,~ sllU\..TI ::s ::1 sp ·~Ci cJ. group of ngricul turis ts; though 

s;)t::..; vf tncL did n -.;t r:· rae tis •; o.Gricul ture at all. In 

1 trrt:-~.s 1 • 

J.'b..l.re .:1rc J.bout 45 scheduled tribes in 

Ind.i:-., ·:~.or..~ whic~ t:Zvn.ds, BlJ.ils end S2J1thals aro 

In(; s:.,:J.lc.st tribcl CorllwUni ty 

:;..:; th:;sc ~)f .;.nd::.r.::-..nGs...;: ~.n ti: .:;. nu.nerical strength of 

i ·. · · t 1 c1 ..., • • r.::: , ..... s ; ,., 1 co 1 
tJ """'J / .t"" - ""....~...... '""""""" .I • 
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Guj jars are on(; of the dominant tribes of 

Hirnc:..chJ.l Prs.d8sh. :i.'hey sro believ.::d to have orig:inated 

fror~ Guj ;:;.rat. ·In soarcl".i of past-uros ~hey spread in tho 

region of J & K. They ir..h=.bi t the i:·1teriors end forest 

areas of Chamba, Ncu1di, Sinn1r7 Bila51 u.r and. :Shimla 

districts. Th(:) t:>t:J.lpal)Ul.J.tion of Gujjars increased 

from 16,887 in 1961 to 20,634 ~, 1971. The distritru.tion 

of Gujj ars j_n H:il;1achal Pradu3l1 over the years 1961 and 

1971 is prc;sentcd belO\v,. 

·Total 
Q!J.j i r ;rs ~lotal 

Gui i ars · 
SCi1<3d. No. Oi s. T, .No, % Tribes 10· . 

District 

Charnba 67658 3834 7.2 71464 65o4 9.1 

Hnndi 5o44 3524· 70.0 5743 4560 79.4 

~~irmur 2830 2135 9 3·1 3155 2506 79.4 

Bilf:spur 4213 4092 97 .o. 5236 4911 93.8 

3382 1802 53.0 3971 2151 51;.. 2 
Sirr~a 
( M:-.hasu) 

i:I.P, 1.2.2320 16887 13.8; t4t61Q • . 2Q03¢* 14.5 

• Includes entire tribe]. population of the HiDachal Pradesh 

•• Includes 2 Gujj ars of Kin.naur District. 

Gujj &rs are rc.'PcrtE:d t·) oe Huslir:s us vrell as ~ _ 

Hindus. 171' f 111e umer aro lart;i.:.ly nowudic. H:L'1 du Guj j ar s 

h:-ve mostly SL~tt.led down p r:.:ruci!J...;ntly s71d own ct;,l ti vable 



\, - -.- -

Huslin Gujj J.!'::; still c~~ntinuo t.:: nJvu fr·Jr:l place to 

pl:::.ct..: in s'.:::~1rch Jf pc.:turcs Jlld grass la.Ylds t:J graze 

p 2-rt .:Jf the St;- :o gov~rm::nm t tJ hol' the MusliL 

G'uj j J.rs in s(.;ttling d:.:vm p crr.:,ml:ntly. As 8.11 e.1.rp erimmt, 

they ,rcrc LEJ.p od t.) s ottlo ~1t Sahu in Ch8Dba Distriat 

::11d l!~~.ur(:n;c:bad in siruur. Tht;;sG ·e:q)crime.nts have 

.' -:;r0 tDcy ,.n..n lCJli..l.S :..""J:d produce grains for consu;:;ption. 

fut tho cr.:ph-1sis is still on 2..>1irJa]. husbandry. such 

Guj j :rs ::.1:-y be tt;;n:ed 3.S sE:;r.i-suttlsd or scL'li-nomadic 

:;s th,_;;i· d.) r:igr::.;te to rdghe;r hills). but only tempors.­

rily in sc::.rch of p ::.stur<.;s during sum.i..1crs. It Has 

conditions Jf such poopl~.;; who are not fully settled 

in their \.lUt l0ok .?lH.: a.1."'e luc::~tad in the :interivr 

::rt'·~s. · HcnCi; 1 this stur_1y t.nviso.gus to probe into 

s:~1 ;cti 'r >1f the Y1l~: 

..;.ccJrC.ing tJ 19'71 cc1sus Gujj.!:.rs cJnstitute 

abJ'.J.t 14.5 'f: (;r cent of tJtJ.l tribn.l population of 
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nur.lber as wc:ll as proportiDn Jf Gujj e.rs. In this 

district, village Haingal wr:.s selected purposely. for 

the study because the .villrL§;:; is predouinarltly inhabited 

by Huslin Guj j :2rs. Horso·vcr, this villag0- \'fas tal{011 

up iiJr u detailc.J study by 1961 census :md a separat8 

rcp.:Jrt ·Jn the sar:•.; wa.s nlso brought s:J.t. The ch.:>ice 

of villr~e l'Iaingetl wc.s also discussed ".<Ti th cartain 

knJwle~cablo persons end it itlB.S ascertained that 

pr·Jbla1s of Ncd.ng:Jl aro fDirly typic<Jl of Guj jar tribe. 

The survey r~port .:>f' ·villc~go hJ.in.gJJ. by ce..'1sus of 

L.dia 1961 is biased uorc: tJ cultural s.nd s:Jci;:J. 

aspects rather tho.n GC;)nor.:ic ro1d agricultural. . It 'vlts, 

howev0r, C:)nsidered noccss:J.ry· to study tho econor:dc 

J.sp Gets of G'c.j j :1rs lif.,:; alur::g Hi th th:Jir social and 

cultural lifo. 

::.iUCh L yp c; of studios :.~!.cl ·ll of those arc not avn.ilable 

in officii]_ records. Thc;reL>re, stress has to be laid 

on priL.1nry C::J.ta to oo ccll..::ctcd frJm housohJlds :Jf the 

vill:-:g~. Thus th0 stu(y is based on beth p rinary us 

W(;ll as sc:cundary inf::r.:;:;.tion. For tho collection 

of pric:-.ry inf..:;rrJ::ti-::n, n tcc.lll of pers:Jnnel stc::yed 

in th~~ villo.go a.."ld intervie;wsC: cv;:;;ry lnusC:hold for 

..,h(.) "tJUrp.:-s.;;.- Blt tho stre:ss h"c~s l:Uc! tl:Jre ::tn pers.J..'1al 

obst;;rvc .. tL:;ns. 
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bounc... t::. presunt nu::.d'c:us i~csC"'.publo difficulties 

th:::tt :::.r;.; s)lv~t:::;..c only p:1rti::lly. :":1e proble1:1 of 

c;..-p (.;l'iU1co h::s c . .m vinced us th:J.t b:J.ck;,-rc:.rdnes s :JDd 

hos.c)i t;;li ·cy ~ro p ,Jai ti vely 81H.1 highly corr~latcd. The 

t.~.ff ~rc.n t culture :.n :1 clicl..;ct h2.1..: been h2un ting thG 

invcstit:;::tors fr.,:.l thd til:w the; wJrk '.vas assigned to 

intJ cant:::.ct vTith tho lJvine; poople ·Jf Ho.ingal. Hot 

'JJ1ly th~ p eopl.:: ware hospit::ble ~'1d lovable, but rwst 

th0ir it!c:1s in an undt::rstcm~l.ablo fon.1, The present 

cocDunity w::.s c:...nspicuJus by its cJmplete absenctJ. 

. '. t t t" ur: ~ . .~ ..:.::...g;_· .. crs o rle village 

\-l:~s (:.t ~ tbo when the f1rners \.Joru busy in grazing 

uilk pr J2ucc. S_j th;:;y woriJ busy thrJugtDut the c~ay. 

~ir.c-:. th\? hill "lhJUUl p o.rtici~J ::.to fully :L11 field 3l1d 

.. oth;:.r \v-Jrts, thoy tJ~~ ·v1 • .:rc qui to busy. Hence thc;y 
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h~d to be cont~cts.:.: i..YJ. th8ir fi~lcl 0r in nearby 

pastures. The O.fficultics involveG. in rea~hing 

tho villE,go wore ?.lsJ grG:.t as th~ village is lvcntcxi 
.. 

on <... hill t~:rp, in V\)1 vint., about two hour.; con tinu :us 

:J.scwd for which nothing oxccpt one's mm legs v;ere 

tho r.1eans ::>f c2iricige. ThE.~ various ha.:"Jlets are also 

sc:J.ttGroct· ond dist:Jilcu bet\.rcen the two f~rthes~. ones 

is :2bout two kills. o.nd hence requ:l.red strcnuJus 

physical eff0rts. 



cr.~.pt~r - II 

u:d.ng2J is .~~ sr:;:'.ll h....lly Villr_g,a sitU3.tecl at 

1 ~istc.ncu of :J.l:'JUt 24- krJs. fr:>IJ Ch.":-.lb:J.. The village 

is opproo.chJ.blo up t:) nehru by bus cmd r~st of the ·11 

p::.r.:;llcl t:, S3.hu strc:;;.:: up tJ :.bout 7 kr:ls, then starts 

a no.rrvw Kutch::t ~.~usty r:::,::.d thJugh still n€gotiable by 

bus up to nwhru. ThJugh the bus is supposed to go up 

auth.;ritit;;s t-Jo cla.ilJ th::t it plies up to that place 

but :!.Ctua.lly it nevLr gJcs bc,y::mc~ Hchru. The rest of 

except f'Jr a few big bJulc!crs, vTl1ich dE:scendcC. to ro::td 

<.!aring the l::st rc.iny season 2Jlc.l 2.re still there. 

Tlus is o. g·oJj indicator :Jf the quality uf IJaintenance 

t,;i. ~ tu tnG roJ.c~s. Fr.:w Shile.ghra.t to Naingal there 

is u CJnt:i.nUJ'J sly o.sce:rHling brielle path, about : 

3 kl., _..., )t,-,r"' 1 -.,n,., 
.. - '"" .1. .. \,; ...; lillo.l -c.. ~ • J)lri."'lS 196 3 the ro~d lc2.ding to 

l1:;dnf;2..1 w.::.s ::::.11 Kutch.:-. me: \vJ.s n~;g::>tiabla by J eli) 

·.:mly up to ab:>u t 1 0 lGJ s. Aft ~r thc.t on o had to will. 

Th~ p ::n :.r:.:1ic vic·,.; of surr~mn•.ling hills is breath-

t:'.king. Th2 \<cst~rn p.::.rt :;f Ch:-.r1be. is partially 

visitlo fr0:1 hero. l'hc villo..;Se lies at an altitude 

- 8-
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of [~bJU t 7 500 ft. above HSL. At one time the vi.llag e 

was surrounC:cd by thick forests. but presently only a 

few spruce are tD be seen on the slopes. The la.rge 

prop .. rtion of area under forest is prGsJltly under 

plcugh or is lying barren because of gradual defores­

tation. Down bel:JW, passing through Shilaghrat, is 

Silu str6aD2 a sr;1cll nullah, vJhich convGrges with 

Sahu stru$1 to f.Jm a tributary of tho river Ravi. 

History: 

It is believed that Ga·~~dis vJere the original 

.-:i e:.ttlcrs of this viilage 2..11d Guj jars cane to stay 

here only three- four goner::tions ago. B.lt none of 

the inhabitants of the villc:ge w.:.s ablo to confir.c 

this story. They \vero alsc> not sure as to how the 

village deri vee. its present n::l]:to. It was· rather 

funny that research team had to tell then why 

ville.ge wJ..s having its present nm:.1e. The teao 
has 

UGIIlb·1rsL.£ot the cluo frC"--' clrea.G.y publish~d 

lit0rature 2lld vrere a.blo to confin1 the story free 

1'ho story gJas tho.t once the Haj a of Chaoba 

initiated a 1 haw2J1 1• 1'he priests denand.od s-:.1r.'1e fire 

for igniting the firu for h;:M::1."1. Th&l a brahoin 

nm.:Jcd S::.la asked pri8sts 't\) pror.:Ucc fire by reciting 

~1 ~-.-. tr:1s, ·,"' r-; t 1 ~ t , t 
C.i.H - ~-:....> p ..&.eS s COU ... u n·) uJ his, Raj a ordered 
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Sala to do tr.is wtri ch he did. Raj a beca:ne very happy 

::.nd '112-S ple~sed to a'vard scr::8 1C1nd to him. Later on, 

ot'ter p'ersoris got !:·12..utcrs~ r~1J st:;.rted settling in 

..!.::.red by 

pastures, sett:.-:d here. sinco th8 _ .. awan was performed 

on fuesday (H::me.;:ll), tha village ~cquired its narne 

1-IJ.ingcl, slight llistortion of tha word· 

A:3 the ~1illag3 is locc.t0d at:. height of about 

7 5oo ft, above l~SL :.t ge!1'-.r;iLly rG!Tiains cool eve.Yl 

durt;1g summers. The winter cormne.nces vJith the onset of 

Nove:.::bor 2.11d lasts tiJ.l th.~ r-:nd of Harch dUring which 

p t:riocl snowfall is genoralJ..;;r hJavy. JWerr:.ge snmvfell, 

which us~d to be 2I'OU.'1c~ 5 ft. during 1960 1 s, ha~· ,. 

ex.,.; down to arou.'1d 3 ft. It r.d.ndors the out-c1oor 

~cti vi ties of the vill.::.gers c.nd ·ourd(;;f;.s thEilll with the 

oy r...:::.vy wcignt oi' sns.v. Tna chwge of cl:it1c.te frcr; 

CJld t::> uild t;t. of S1.L':'lr!ors ~-J vary gradualo J:pril 

Tho ~'a:'n s star·t in 

cl~;;::r :::.Hl plca.s:-nt. ::.'ill 

.shrcuded •t~ith rlist 



anti clouds. Briefly, the cline.te is conducive for 

hJ.ru physical labour, ilhich thay have to put in 

tilling their fielcs, in tt3LC.:ing of c2.ttle end 

carr·ing the milk for sa"' :; tc Judera a.'1C1 Reh ... ""V. every 

mJrning. 

schcv;l! 

A p r:i.Dary schoJl for bac1j;'T..i.:rcl cJe.sses W::ls sta.rtcd 

in the villag8 during 1960..;61 by st,:;_te SJcial ltJolfai"e 

DepartDent. Put it \otas cl:.;seJ d?·t:n 1n 1963 bec3llse 

of very lo•,; mr JllDGnto ·:rl1i.s r:l(.:c.gre enr·:Jllmmt vras 

result c .. · G.irecti~:l13 giver:. 'cy Qazi. It was 3-Sserted 

th::.t a Nuslir.1 shoulG. n:Jt J.(~2rn E:il:di .snd if it was 

taught in th13 Sche:ol 7 the E~slir1 chil,!ren should not 

g:; there for studying. 1'hol the School vras again 

functL:::::1s ~11 ::... sinf;le :--·ox. ,)f :::. hired 1Koth:11 • One 

chair Jl1d 2. table ::..rc th.;;; Jr.ly ~Llrniture provi<ied. 

:: . .- work : . .m the pucca builc..,_ng for schJ·Jl is in 
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in nt:xt l•::J.r tho stli.L~cmts '-rill be promoted to 5th class 

::!H.:. hGr.ce there will be 3. f'.lll~flougeu pritlary school. 

There ~s n..> oth~.:;r st:tff iri tho school except a lone 

te:J.ch~ I'. .:..s the SchJJl i: houseC: in a rc·•.ted ro orJ, 

th€-r~ is c. l':lt vf ~listurbance fi\)J.l the f.:111ily _of the 

r!uus c owner. It hin"~~rs tne study :)f children \vho GTO 

2lre:tJY rcluct3l1t t.) stuc.y. H Jt all the children of 

th-J villag~ ar\.; .;;;nrollcd in thG schoJl. 1'his is so 

bljC<1Use r.1Jst .;f the villagurs Jo not appreciate thG 

ir:p:;.rt:nco cf e~uc::~tiur,, eJ!u mg::.Go thuir children in 

h 'Us·:Jul~: ;..ntl othur j Jbs. I~ :;,"~w pcrsJns lJUooted that 

even if they wished, thliir u\m p:)Verty \VOUlcl st211d in 

the -way Jf th.;ir chilc.:ra: fJr llighor Gducation. 

:3oc~Us£.; .)f this. th~:;rc is n :J cnilC. fror.1 this village 

st-1-.:ying :.t raiC:Jle or L!2.tric lrJ'Vcl as thl:jy have to gJ 

t·J Ju,:;::;r:l 2J1J l3J.rJg rcsp ecti v.:;ly f.Jr these cl3.ssos • 

.S . .:Uc::-~ti::m cl.::cs not weigh r:iUCh in the orC:t:r of thoir 

p ri 1ri ties c .. nc::. thl.I'CfJrJ n:.; 0i'f0rts are 1:1ade to 

their ch.ili..J'W1 f ... oc even pri;::. :ry classes if there is 

~"1Y c...::;;l:int c.b~,ut tt:·J te_.ch~;;r' s strictness to 

c..'1sure punctu.:lity c:r ov~?m j~st :1ttt:;..'1J.8J1ce. 

~·:,;.:iJ-:.:;;..l C:'..-'1 r.Jith0r bo:..st Jf a r.:J..spensary n~r of a 

~riv:~t>;.; pr::ctiti~'1er. E~·'.-;e;v€r, ~~. g.)VGrl'lLent J.ispCffls~ry 



- 13 .. 

exists at sm.lt-3 .. h.t'Sit about 3 kns. fran the village. 

There is no shop dispensing exclusively medicines in 

sr..Ulghl"'it~fiearby areas. The only Sikh shopkeeper 

at Shi.Jc\.ij)U"C.tkeeps certain patent oedicines for comiJ(:n1 

:111d r;1inor ailments. For nll oaj or a;i.lr.1ents people 

have to go to Charnba, the district headquarter. • The 

con eli tion in 196 3 was even wJrse when not evoo ordinary 

oedicines were not available. 

In general ilijj ars seeu to be he3lthy people •. It 

was however learnt during the course qf investigation 

that few persons were suffering froo diseases like 

T. B, etc., sorue others wero found haVing disabilities 

like duubness, polio, etc. since birth. The cases of 

T. B. oay be for reasons of poor sanitary conditions 

particularly because generally the animals share the 

living space in house. Despite all this, people are 

heal thy and sturdy, which the hard work has cade thee. 

Tran sp Qrt pnrj QcvLwicati fltl: 
.. 

The village is not connected with motorable road. 

The nearest bus terminus is Rehru which is about 11 

kr.1s. froo the -village •. The nearest bus stand used to 

'-:t Chc::.J.:1ba in 1_96 3· FroJJ Main gal there is a brielle 

path to Shilaghrat froo where Jeep able road leads up. 

to Rehru. Road 1 s still Ku tcha froo Rehru but is 

neg,Jtiable by bus up to Chawba, Less than half of 
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the r·J:tc! tc Ch~.:ba is nutc.lle~.~. .All th~se diffieul ties 

in tr:::lspJrt:tL.in p~sE<. E:. grG;t probleu for :people of 
• ' . . ' . . . ... !'··~' 

tl:::~ 4:. '1l'~J. csp eciilly in the' o~rketing cf their prodUce . . . 

WhiCh b . .-:i..ng L,il.k in. l:,i·-.iSt • ..;f tl~·ci, CJ.SGS is perishable 

:md CMTIJt be retained iven for a L.ay. 

lh(l very no.turo of the area hc.s taught the p coplo 

to dt:p C!ld ·Jr. their legs to cavur clista:nces, as ·rar as 

possible, 'Jh:i.Ch sol."lE.tiDt:s c.ro f2irly long. A few 

pcrs0ns usa ponies and nulJs to transport the goods of 

tl~ily ccnsur.1ption. The nen.rest railway station is 

P::thn:r.kot which is about 150 l-:1:1s. frou the villE.ge ancl 

therefore it r.;:~.y not be sUIJ?rising to note that r1ost 

vf the p c;ople ~f N2lng~::l never sa.iv a railway c.1.gino 

:Ul their life. 

There is r.j sh-:,p Jf :~.ny kind in tho village. The 

nc(.:ost shop is in ;;.:1il::tghr8t, where articles of d·e;lly 
. ''" .... ~ 

C.:ealing in olwost all articles .Jf daily usage and: 

rest.:..:bles 1 sL:-J.l ::cp :.:~rt:lc..'1 tcl store. The people go 

t:; .it~llru .:me: JuC.:G:a for selling their oilk and only a. 

fu t 'Khoya..' nne 
1 G~~e' ar~ :i.nv::ri:J.hly s"Jld ·at Ch:::i.lba. Thus Ch~ba c8Jl 

't>.; ::ss~-::ll t:; to tho n;;.~cst t:stablished market for 

tu~il:g ::t:l~~ Jcllin5 Jf every thing. Povple :1re iil the 
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hJ.bit of bringing ·~heir prJv:i.sions fr::>IJ Cha6ba 
... 

whonever they h3.:pp en to vis:i. t that· place. There has 

not be Em any p Jsi ti vo ch2nge :in this respect e.fter 196 3. 

The ne:1rc:st veter:ina.ry cisp ensDiy tuo is at 
. ' 

Shilr.ghrat. It is r:.ano.gec~ by a stock .Assistant nnc1 

v2ry few r1cclicines ire c.vnil0.ble there. Hence the 

pe;:Jplo have t? rclyrwreup=Jn thoir own tips for 

curine the cmiruJ. cliseo.sE.s. The villagers told that 

C:isr, ~'1sary, thc:y 1-iOUlcl not be ablo t·J r:.t::U\e usc ::>f 

ther: during thoir u:i.gr:ltiJn a. so they arc cor:1p ollecl 

to uake use of their ::mn kn·.:;v!ledgo on the subject .. 

vmich ~t til:.Gs is n.:.>t cffcct.ii. 'Vo • 

. . . 
The ne:::.rcst bank fJr this village.;) is at Ch:.<nba. 

Sv tho p ~:1ple hav~ t-:. keep their· sa:v:i.ngs; if any, 

with thci:sel v es c...'1C: tnus h:-~v.:: t.J f:::>rogCJ the interest 

thcr :::;~r:.. taken frou 

the lJcu shopkO(;J,J e:;r 2 rel:1ti vcs DJlcl frionds. It was 

:lls·,) lG.:~~1t th:::.t t!1G borr~;Hings arc uostly for 

c_.r:su:.ptix.t pu.rt;,::,so::. ::l'L f.::.r· tl1:.t tl1~ lJcal shJPkeepor · 

is tl"l(~ ·r.,,:.::>t C".Jh: u·.Js·~ c:..nvu1L.;nt p.::.rs::-;n to help thcr::J. 

::J.:-~_.;:r .. s :·11•l G thcr ins ti t~l tiur~ s •.1 J n :.;t 1 end for such 



D Q st Office: 

The villc~g.: k.:.s no post office 3l1d the nuarest 

01. ~ is loc::.ted at Sb.ilaghr::tt w~U.ch st::.rted functionine 

during J D!lUary 1961. 'l."he postal service is not very 

effi~irnt. oot~1 cleo.rcnce ":r:d deli very of m.::Ul is most 

irrcgul:::.:c 8..'1d. not r.tOrG th::.n b:ice ::t HGek. The lH.:::lrGst 

td0gr.:;d: office and tel~phone; are located ·in Ch011ba. 

cl·J nvtL use :my of these. 

fi;.1 i ;i..1u '! Tpstitutj :r. ~: 

are f:1ithful Huslks ::.r.C. G::..G.Jis Iillo lJUrsuo Hinduism. 

T~u;rofore, there is ::: swell uosquc in the village ::.s 

follJ'.-i diffe:."'cnt rsligioi~s tut there is no dish::.rm:Jny 

.Jf :.ny s0rt ::n tr1i.s -=~cco1111t. Th:; Huslir::.s bury their 

';1ectrid,1y: 

·rL.::u:;;ll the electric lin:.: ~>Tas brJUght to 

of 1983 but the 

It '.las nlso 
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chnrgss too. As c. result, the use of electricity 

Drinking W~1ter: 

~~t· p ~Gsent thcr-t: is no drinki.."lg water supply 

schGt'le in the village. The p eO',tJle have- made·· their 

0\in arrang2L1cnts. for getting \i;.tor fr:Jr:l nearby sources 

thr·:ugh PVC pipes by gr2.vity. Blt th~ systeTJ i_s ll·Jt 

very effective bc?&Us..; the pip cs are laid ap en on 

th0 surf:::.ce 3!1d are t!:1us often dDLlagecl by onirlals. 

years ago fer liftine; w::::.t-.:;r fr.JLl a Nallah and then 

eli stribu ting to vari·Jus h3L'llets. 

The ville.g2 is cov~::r-ud by Shilaghrat Pnnchnyat. 

('- -.,, ""'~"~ , ~n .. .:. h ; ~ , ., • t. t M. • ~, 
V.; c,.;..J. •• .ouU. y;:..;. 1 -'-'• 3. .._n -~C...u.l. J.Qr_. ,) 3.J.ng . .;t,.J.. Two Ut"1inha-

bi te1l villages viz. Hal1ed ar~d .t3advr::. .:::.re also covered 

by this r~~chc.y::t. Tho entire gr~mp is called 

Sllil-::ghrat Gr2.w P alJ.Crl2yat. 7he 1:10c.ting Jf p Mchayat 

r:c;:;bers is held e,.t P cnchety3.t Bhav1o.n Shilaghrat. It 

·~12s rC'tJ ort0(. th2.t thG P :nchayat did not wcet for tho 



l'·::lint:;.l;- is representee:!. by Hr. :t.io.)s:::., who is serving 

Lis third- consccativd tt:n:. :l.n tlus p;:,siti:.>r:. It wJ.s 

rep Jrtc.:.: th:-1.t l·Ir. }l'J:Jso. fror.1 Hning!Jl hr.s been 

p ~ s:: i bl :.; tl :nn c r s • 

Tll-.; vill:.e;~rs hav:; .sh'.)\•.11 interJst in co-op crJ.ti ve 

its i...ler:b,;rs. Initi1lly it ha,l 25 :..1er.1b;:;rs. Blt c'llc 

t·) C·.:.rt.;j.rl r..::lsc·ns tl--J.s c·J~lc1 not survi vo beyond 

:t1.is sJcicty il.'"'.S rLvivcC: agJ.in in 1983 \!ith the 

h:.:.r,_: 'Jh.: :.:.ctive off:.~rts :,£'its Pr0siC::€nt Nr. Hattan 

462o7 I .... 



- 19 -

S:JCiGty is plGJlning to open a collection po:int nt 

s:n.il1e;hr:.tt alsJ .\lhich i,'iill bo of gre<..~t benefit to 

p rvr.:uccrs fr·~)u l<i:J.i11g::0.. Hilk is tested by lactoJ:wter 

bef'Jr ~ it is accepteC:: zr..(' sent tJ Chawbe by bus. 

Previously it was sent by j edp which wc:.s hired by tho 

soci0ty Lut the pr~~~..:t:l:-(;J was abontloneC: e.s it turned 

· out to be un8c.:;nonic11. 1'ho uilk is .sold frou door to 

~l•)or in Ch:1uba. F·Jr collection anc: c1isposol of uilk 

-:~ salcso;m is t;.upl::;yec~. Presently, sJcioty is h2.11c.Uing 

.;.b)Ut 1. 5 ~tls. ·:)f r.1ilk 0C.:.Ch C.;::.y, 

Tho newbcrship fL:e of s:·)cic;cy is f~s 10/- .~-...l1c 

this entitles a wenber for s;-~B his produce through 

th8 s~;cit;ty at reQun(;;.";:ti vo 1~ ricos. BGC3.Uso soci~ty 

o.ru ::J.so .:Ln this busiilGss, hac: to enhance their rates 

t0 c·~::.•J!•;;to \>lith tho s0ci,..;ty. Thus; the society hils 

bo(.n b,;ncficf.:J. t) evu1 ne>n-uc:lbcrs, indirectly. 

their U8i:;bcrs. fut 1t it1s not been p·Jssible for thor.;. 



Cl1s.p tor - III 

· N:in:::;:>.l is pro;::~~:..in::ntly inhabited by Huslin 

Gujj 3..~- s i-:hilt. th& G;1 .'2is .... ro in DinJrity. Of the 

tJt['.l 51 h,)Us;;J1,~Lls, 41 bcl·.;nt; to Gujj ::trs whore:1s rest 

1:.:igr·:~tcr.l t-J ?'..!nj 3.b, alLJst pcr:-.G.nontly, about 5 years 

~e J. BJtll G::_._:.cis ::.:.ni~ Guj j s.rs r..re list0d ns scheC..ulod 

trib0s sine~ 1956. Tho popul:-:.ticn of Ha:L11gal is spruad 

1-1::-.n :.i ti, rt::..n ::-:it ::J~.: l·lr:m :it :l.. Tho population of the 

f\J.l::J.os living i!l 31 housJholc:.s, .H.t the t:i..t:e of the 
. people 

pres cnt ~'1rvi.,y, there \-:c;;re Jt-:+L.li ving in 51 householcs. 

li ~I )f 

l:lQU:'j~-
~ Hclc H~r~ole· P q;s IllS 

G.lj j ~'.r s 41 14B 140 288 

u, • .:...ds IU jl 25 56 
IJt:Jl in 198+ 51 1?9 16 5 344 
I.:-.t.:-.1 in 1961 31 122 127 249 

- 20 .. 
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is the or;i.ginal hor.::elend of Guj jars, where they led 

nur.::;cJ. and settled lifo. Then thay nigrated to 

North0rn Inc.ia due to sor.~G unkn:J'vlll causes and spre2..C:. 

their e;:.:;pire. Lc.tor or. ,ll.Lth thr~ir dmmfdl they toJk 

tJ roaring of b! ffal:.Jes. Tho Gujj <::::'s of Ch:JJ."ba are 

atout their nigratiJn. It is scicl th2.t Rani of c;1312.b~ 

invited sor..:e Gujjars to a.ugL:cnt the supply of :oilk to 

rJysl far.lily. Later on· s::x:.:0 uor a Guj j :1rs 'oigrate:l to 

w~.th tho passaga of tk0, tho Gu.jj~.trs DJ.so undortovk -

/ 

cattlo rearing. Bving inha1Ji tents of reuote area they 

c:rc still c;tucati . .mally (:U:~~.~ ec::moi.:lic::J.ly backward.· 

They live pc<:cefully·\ifithout rmch ·anbitions in their· 

p r."l ·i ,:t~ .'n. 
~-~ .. ~ .... 

ctosc•JJ.1C.el.d:.s frJ.o .Hi.J.J.L.us, 'i.l·JW they ho..ve becODe llOV'JUt 

l··~uslil'~s vbserVing cll tr::.(.itLms and ritu~s .Jf Isler~ •. 

It is n:;.turr~ th::.t \>lith tiDe they h::::.ve forgot tun their 

:.rigi:1 ~.nc: hav .. ; ·slowly .:ncl :3louly been :J.bsorbed 

c·-.::::!JlrJtc.ly in t) !:lu;:;li:~ Dl\_, tt.:;rhJJ<.1. Siwilarly GaL.·.':is 
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1C:.l::;. ;r.ti is cunstitutvd by 13 h:J.l:ilots. This :indicatGs 

J:'he Luus..:s 1re pl::Jmeod for· n single storey. It 

\rls lc;rnt th:tt the;re is naith:;;r denrth of space nor 

.my nc..sd for duuLl~ st·,:,ro:,·od houses. The hous8s aro 

Yutch:-~. Th-:; hv'ls~s of 3ujj c~rs 3.!0 called Koth:::.s \v·hich 

;r(.; r .... ctJ.ngul:.:r st:ructur<.;s h·wing 1J.at roof of wud. 

G<:.nt:.:rilly tllcir h:)USt:s cJntE:in two roo11s with single 

or V(Iitil:lt:Jr.s provic.k:i in ;-~ . .;uses. Hence the inside 

is ~t.Jcy -.:11~ stuffy. Tll~..; CJ.jj r::rs are :i.r:JL"",u.ne to the 

ut.Lcf' . .,:isc.: uno~:.1r:~bl .... stink of c.1ttle dung nnd urine 

th.:::.sc hous..::..s nrc 

··''"' "U•""' c1 ··'Y"1··r '·'l'th r t _... .... ~. .... d ...:.. ........ J. ..;;: , . .. s ep a a e cattle 

'wt:ich r.~::...~z fresh r~i:· :.V:'..il:::..blo ond hence it is r.ot 
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The 'earlier I'E:port, Cr.J:.sus of India1 Vol. 2Q ... pT.6 -

t:-~.J.t period also. Thus, there has not been al'lY 

inprovcLc.'1t in this .cegar·d d.;:;spite such a long 

;; r::riod. Thj.s f.:?Y be dui] ~·J their b~:i.ng cut off fro11 

th0 tu=dn strt:au ~f sGci ety l·lhich could teach thcr1 

:For ccnstructi211 ::~1d r~:.~')air cf muses, villagers 

onj CJY rights in the f~;re::sts t:) gGt timber. Blt; it 

1·1::..s lecnt d1lring the cours1} o i' investigations that 

there is lJt of di .f'fL::uJ ty in gett:il~g p omits frcn 

quaYJ. tit y dlmv-ed is ge::n,:;raJ.J y :·.uch le.s s tJ tho nqocl, 

!-.$ a rc;sultt, vill::..gers feGl CIJ.p clled to ·Ulici t 

felling 2~1cl f&co legal actL.~~·ls, I~t tho. tiL1G of this 

survey ;..;ne persun was roportc.:C. t:; be in Jail and 

four Jtl'1tJX's v:Gre facing tri::J.s fvr such offencl3s. 

nis/hcr drl3ss v:hcs{:.;;r he/sb~ is o. Gujj J.r or Gc:..ddi. 
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·?.. hclf c;:;;1t ·w-i tl1Ju t sl(;GVt..;S is v:.Jm in 31.1 seasons. 

Vcl vet ._)r ':'.Il.Y such sbinin~ cl:..;th is chosen f::>r this 

h1.lf c.J.::t. '.~:;...,llcn cJ·;.·t is used rluring winters. 

The: tr.J.G.iti:m.;.l heo.d ~.::.~:.r ·Jf Gujjo.r wx1tn is 

c::.ll~~ •J-Jj i'. It c.Jnsists of sr •. :lll round cap with 

o. cloth S(.;\111 t,J it ;,;ith pl-:its. It r8aches up tv 

tht:. wJ.ist. Th0 Gujj :::.r w~..;uc:n v:,~:::.r lJng nnd loose shirt 

wlh.;r~.::>.s .Jth~r w ~::.r '.su th3l'l' vihich is very tight 

w~.ist. .i:.Urin5 wint-Jrs tr~o;;r ·wr:;p tha;selves with 
' ' 

c.Jtt-Jn sh~~ts. 1.:n br:.;h~ery J::i fa18le headgear onJ 

shirt is p~_,;;;ul::r. B,;t:1 L!CL c:nc: wonen wear sh.:;es 

k .. '~tJ of rr::w le::thcr thou:;i1 FVC sh.:;es are getting 

~r:.i.:h utne:r ~n t.i1..i.s ;,:"'..):tid. 

Likli t;very wherE. cl.=:::; the Gujj c.r wouen c.re 

_ :.:ily ·,.;hil<: C(;rt:::-.i."1 .:;thers .:: .. r·J us~,;;'-l for fcsti ve 

·~11 u ,.,.... ....... J. 'lh,:. QU:L. tity :Jf jewelry p 0SS GSS ed 
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sil vr::r ~ ..... YJcl the use ..Jf gold is I'2.ther rare. The list 
' . 

cJ.l 1~ -:rt s :)f the body. 

ClerJ'lliness, as gt.nt:rally underst~::.ocl, is nJt 

}:n01.-rn to the p eJplG .Jf MainGo..l. It is very rnre thC~.t 

they take b2.th. The r:8J1 tske bath 3-4 tiDes a year 

especially JD suL.1e festive ccc:J.siuns lik(;.! Id. c;;tca 

tv1icc a mcmth. S~Jap is nJt in uuch us0. 

the attituJe t.nd outl::.vl: of tho Gujjc.rs. This fact 

cf ttw r'-'sL1cnts it sr:::G~ s that thc:y have been adJp ting 

:'hG tr~-,_i.;i tic,n::,l brass o:-- CJp;! e;r"-u tcnsils. art.: being · 
. ,·. 

s)ntl-:c(..tic cl~tts but its us~ is vei'Y restrictive 
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lllrin::; ti:c course of s~r~.rey it was foill1d thJ.t 

three llijj::.r 1-:.ouschol<l::.; :mel four of GaC.~is possessed 

port~blo wireless receiving sets (Table 3.1). The 

first one of tht;se w 2.s re.J ortecl to h.:1ve been purch1sec! 

ner.rlr 14 ye.~rs :-.go. DJ.rir.: 1)61 they possesscc: only 

0.'1e such s~::.t which sce;.1oC: to llJ.Ve degenerateC. c..'Yld we.s 

out of use. ~hough they·ccr"r.ot 2.p-;Jreciate the 

qu~ity of progr2.Lll.les b(;Jin<:;; broaC.cast8J, it only 

p roviL~es ther:: !l ch~:1p source of the only entertclnr:1ent 

;.v:-,il.J.blo in tha villa::e. This is Dlso considered as 

,;. st2.t'ls s)>Jbol. The sc;:.;e is true for the wrist 

W:ltches wr.iC!l \~81'8 founc: to bo •..,rom in 17 househol\.ls 

of the vill'.1_::6 which use:~ to be onu ~__:uring 1961. 

Th·-:;Ut:;!: t;;X=.ctnoss of ti:..in.:;;s h.~s no sisnificr . .nca in 

their routine, thsy possess~<; the wutches just for 

th~ s~e of socLJ. p~'~;;.stie;c. ~'J0no of the Gujj ar 

houschol(s p.)ssessE:J c. sewing r:achine though G::.C:c:is 

h :C: th. ~0 such i t\;:_r.~s. Thu!:J, 2·.1ring last 22 Y·3ars, ~"le 

t.vre r.;ac!:;.in..; h:1s 'Jean :: . .:C...;::: tJ clreJ.c'y t·v:o existin.g. 

;~·hilG 3-.ljj 2.r:; t:er.cr:J.ly :purch::.se rc:J.~:yr;lacle clothos, the 

G'J.~:.!is ~vcn ·.:.:.;:.·:..; wool~J.1 cloth as wcll .:ls stitcb it 

J.l-:.w vill:-~:.:;;.;, bl,;)inE very r...::..r to the dt:nse forest 

·.:.r~·::.s, is 'll,..;~,ys susc-.;-;_:;tibL; to the 8.tt~cks by wild 

b0:::. ... ·s or -.1tL. ... :- .r.:.(!t-;,rrn ::1 :::nfu :J.s. l'hus, f.Jr t t 8i r 
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Table 3.1 : Use of 
,, 

mode..:n durables in the village 

Items Gu i jars j ___ r.e-Jdis Total 
1984 1961 l 1984 1961 1984 1961 . I 

! 
' \ 

1. Transistor 

- No. 3 4 7 

- Purchase value ~ i50 1175 2525 
(R~,.) 

- Range of 4-10 3-14 3-14 
adoption ye<1r 

2, Wrist" watch 

- No. 11 6 17 

- Purchase value 2270 1255 3525, 
( Rs. ) 

- Runge of 1-60 1-4 1-6') 
adoption ye2r 

3. Sawing· i'1ac hine 

- rJo. 3 2 3 2 

- Purchase value 
(Rs. ) 

- 630 630 

- R2nge of 1-24 1-24 ·-adoption year 

4. H:~ndloom 

- No. 6 3 6 3 

- Purchase value - 540 5bQ 
(P~. ) 

- l:nge of 1-10 1-10 
2dc, tion ye':ir 

s. Gun 
., ,, 

~0 '2 ~~ 3 - .~u. 14 5 
- Purch~SEJ VJluo 4~2a 610 '503C' 

(R?,) 

- Honge of 3-34 5-71 3-71 
adoption year 
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0·tm s~:.fety enG. to s-:-tVJ thair st.:u-.ding LJiZc crops fron 

~c-:.rs ~-:nc: oti1(.r cni:..:ils sor.e of the f.:r.1ilits k~(;.'P 

of th..; lc.:t~ conccminc tho protection of tlle i.Jild l:'..fo, 

they Ll'lVO g1 von up· this pr~1cticu in fo:J.r of punishrwnt. 

Frui:! tho ubsorv::;.tions it c::n bG gr:.thored that the 

vill::..gt::rs h.:1vc Gpe.n heart for r.wC.:.orn durc~blcs but they 

c·.1n.n Jt tuy ther.1 b~:c:.::.Ust; of tht; I? ruhlbi tj.v;; prices or 

b~:c~tso of their being l·Jcs.tu(l in the place Hhich is 

nvt (.;:lsily ~.ppro~1ch::..ble. 1Uc to tho .l:1st f::tctor, they 

s . .l.lctL~lJS C:o not evon c:x ... v to know about go::.:>ds 2Jlcl 

scr\i.Ct;S '"'~1ich they WOU1·2 hQVG utherwise L1QdG Usu of, 

Thlls th..; Ls.in, if not tho :.mly, re::tson of their 

st::-;lc.. f.:.-o(~ is Ll::iZG i·:hich is their ,mly ~d nvn::,al 

;::r:-.:.: ·.r ·~::ateV8r che::'.p l.mtils o.re nv:1il:1ble :1t 



- 29 -

brin.j ::::., . r.:ou.r;:jl~i.."1s etc. gr01·m i:.1. very SB:.:ll qua.nti tie8 

in the vill::.;?;e. Hence they .:;.re taken r:-.tther rarely, 

·;e.:;et:J.bles. P~.ddy is not grow:.1 in the villJ.ge hence 

to purchase it fron mnrh:etc ~L'herefore they e?.t rice 

only on fes'l-;i ve occasions like ti8.rriage, etc. tXlong 

Guj j ~rs, consuming J.1cohol ~-s a socic..l taboo and 

.~my body fm:md drunk is s\.·Cir-:."1.1~,. boycot t8do · Bl t evrn 

not dctc:cted, 

The expect811t mcthsr~ . . ;·Le not permitt!=.ld to go 

near a er~:vo-y:.:.rd. Dc:d .. very takes place in a safl3 

con1er of V::.e roan. 

ou tsidc Fcrh. 

I he birth of u sor1 is i.:c. :rc \•, elcome 2l though 

Q d3.ughter is born. 

'.i.'he Ul:lbilic.::l cord is C'l"t b? :1 pcir of scissors ~11d 
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J:~G::::ory is distribJtc-d to ~J.I those present. The 

tir:~.;; of chila' s birth is not noted. On the seventh 

d --.y, c.oth~r t:'.kes her b:-~th. She is not p errrd tt ed to 

to~.Ach u 'c u1sils .:.:;::1 ;.1ilk b:.t ff."'.lo~s for forty days. 

;~. f(n:;;t is givcl'l to ::-ll rel~--.tives .:;;1d friends on 

the 41st J:.;.y. She st:rts doing little household worl;;: 

~ftar ~ we~k 1 s rest. 

The c~raL1ony of c:irc'J.!:lcision of a male child 

t:J: ..... s pl2.cc 1fter four or six rr;onths at ::my auspicious 

ll::ty suggested by thC; N~.ul vi. ..·~ Guj j 3.I' b:trbGr from 

s·:r...u or Ch.~.;;:.1b:t is invit<:Jd t.o p or form the cerenony • 

• ~ fe2.st is thrm~,rl t.o rel:::.ti VJs, friends and neighbours 

to n::l~o th.;; circuucision c,:;:r..:.~JOl1Y· Tha feJ.st consists 

:;iv·~ C:.!.sh pr;:;sants to the ,::rJ.ild' s parents. This is 

fin'll. E~siJ.as t~us, r:1:rric.:;c by elopcr.tnt 

The u.::n after elopi.!1g 
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l::1tc;r st:.!ge. ·The f::.thcr G,;;Er::r.?.lly gives his consent. 

I!ik;:~h is. p <;rfon:.IGd by l-1:-'.ul-·.'J .•. The religious cereLnney 

!.l~." be held even when tho ~LY c:nd the girl <J.re Vf;ry 

t::'i:en by th~ fJ.L .. _ily of the:: bJy, srmira elderly family 

ue:.-:oers ...;r nd:..:.r rcl:;,tiuns -~~·isit the house of the girl 

1 • t' . ' J . di t . , ' d :::..r:..':Jl(:;~Ja 1n no1r nw~1c-:..u·. :1:;~ery ls s r1 ou te 

211 thJs.e pres~: t. F s'~l3lly the betroth::J. tskes place 

CGrt:_:~in essenti:l :.rt:i..cles liko a coupla uf 

six ut::msils, 

~i v ..... rcG is It 

t_J:cs pl:::c..!e if th.~ \•JiL~ i:~ f ... :und guilty of J.dulte;ry. 

b::.ck all the orr~ .:;Jc;r1 ~s 
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Ll.nuy ::s Cvi.~)Gns.::tiJr;. :..s d(;;cided by the comr.lunity. 

\1id~-.... r0-C.2·.rri :.ge is c0.sc p cr..:issible. She uo.y mc.rry 

:1.ftc ::Lout f .. mr oontbs .:.1f her b.ac~::uing ilidvw. ..1. 

Yliil.:-w u-:.;.y .:ls0 obli...>e by r.L::;rr_ying one of the deceased 

husu-~-~J' s tr Jtht.r. P.:.l:,.'·:.~nc: • .;r is not pennissible under 

Isl··~~ic l::w. PGlygyny is p0ru.itted and a Husl.im 

!J.:lc c~11 ll~VG f;.;ur wi vc.;s at .2 tliw. fut this practice 

is not observed "by Gujj ::rs. Hero Huslit'l Gujj.ars, in 

p r~;.ctice, r . ..: \'i,; CJnly i)!1J li vint; wife. 



Chsp ter - ·rv · 

_jJFHOGILpP.IC pEOFlLE 

'11 thE:J inh:1bi tents ~1f Haingal ·village belong to 

scheduled tribes. The l:luslim GujJ ars for-.n the majority 

uy h::tving 41 housdl;:.:l·~.s in th~~ village -vrhcreas the 

rem2ining 10 bel:;ng to Gaddis. :the tot:Jl populati::.n of 

the village wo.s 344 persons 2t the tiue of survay. 

The Guj j :1r p v1JUlation :in ths villngo was 288 and the 

rest 56 is accounted f~Jr by G::>.ddis. Table 4.1 gives 

the cor.1rr;unity\vise population of Haingal village. The 

children account fJr the DQj or prc'Port~on of the 

vill:tg(.; population 3l1cl hence SU8gests that birth rate 

in the village is consicerably high. This established 

that lli'Jst uf tl18 vill 

importance of h::1ving ·-'~ · s1.::J.l fJ.uily. :tJ{oreovcr the 

vill:ige being· situated in quite interiur vf the 

district, tho fc:tn:ily planning dri v1,;; r.uay not have 

cJvered this vill~~e. -

The Cujj o..rs, in gener:l, h;::ve nuclear families. 

his prxents imd lives onJ.y. \·:ith his vlife- ::nd children. 

·This sEpar'ltiun dot;s not nccessJ.~ily uean th:tt he 

c;oc.s to live inn s~:p2.r~ttc h:::usE:.:, but he may occupy 

::~ P('rticn o:: th:J s~10 h.JUs3 and liv0 independently 
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in tis -~1 jtt~u tJ JrtLm. His due shc.r~ in loJld c.nd 

:::lL;-1 v.-~;;nlt:'! is a.lsJ S~V3!1 t-J r.iL1 :J.t thv time of 

S' .. .-iJ ::r:1tL_.;1. In CJntrc,.st to t~1is, the G.1d6is r.Dstly 

f._;llJ\·,·j ,int f::i.lily sy.:;tc.:r. .• Fttther, sons 1 brJthers 

1h8 c;.ver::.t,e f.::tLlily size in the Villa;:;e WQS f.Jlmd 

t.; t;e little bel,.>W 7 ~cr:::Jns per f~Dily. Even thJugh 

::;v.::rJ..,.;:; f:J.._:ily size is still cunsider:!bly gree!.ter th::n 

th_;,t 0f G:'d· ,is. It w::.s i'JU:t!L, to be little ::tbove 

th:m 7 p ersJns for Juj j :!.rs v:ht:reJ.s for Gaddis ::tver:;.ee 

in this t\.:G::rzl. 

; •. ·Y ~t -tio: 



·:.. 35 • 

o~rr·i~ge r:.:.te, the ~1::-.gnituda. :;nd direction of 

migr2tion etc., nre r:ll si::p.ificontly affected by 

the p rJp ortion of L131Gs ~ ~-lcl f~:1ales in .the p opuiation. 

;J.so deE1ogrr.phic f2ctJrs· affecting the potential 

lo.bour are not cunf':in8d to trends in the number of 

person only, fbr womGn havo ::.1\·re:.ys played an important 

role in the lo.bour ~w.rket, This is most true for the 

wvnen of int;;rior c:reJ. and backward classes where a 

l::~rge m(Jjority of popul:.tio~l (l::r]_)ends upon agriculture 

.,nd onimnl husbandry, Dn·: it ·is· they who bear the 

burden of nll work connected '"ith it except a few 

i te1:1s. The number of feu~:le&p 8I' thou send of r1cles 

is found to be hie;lwr (940) a.Llcng Gujjnrs ns cor.1pared 

to GJ.dds ( aoo). On the ::1. ver:::ge there are 9 20 feu::J.es 

in th3 vill:J.ga for every th·:usond r.1ales. The 

situ~~tion during 1901 "v~':1s entirely different, The 

01jj:1rs ~;ho curr;..;ntly h.?l.Vt; hieher s~:x ratio. v1ere 

then haVing 97 0 :1.\.:Ll.:.::..ds i_J 01' th-i>Us311d of Liales ns 

cor.;petrad with 1090 o.r:1ul16 G1ddis.· The over.:U.l sex 

r&tio in the vill3.ge vl~~s 1042 p p~ thous.::.nd of neJ.es. 

;£Fe Cormositi qn: 

sic.Jlific:nce bec::.Us0 it ~;;:erts a big' influence uuon 
• L 

socicU. phenouenon in S'.J r.1:;n.y H:~~ys. ~tge has W1 

iElp,lrt::-.nt beu.ring ur. the liLit ·lbove and below which 



Table 4.1: Age categorisation of Village population( 1984) 

Ago Group r, Gaddis Tota 
(Y8ors) Male Total Male female Total Male female Total 

-·-~--------~-------

~5 20 26 46 4 4 8 24 30 54 

6-15 53 49 102 6 6 12 5~ 55 114 

16-60 71 63 134 20 14 34 91 77 168 
. ' 

l>l 
~ 

61-7C 4 2 6 1 2 5 3 8 

Total 148 140 288 31 .25 56 179 165 344 
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::.. p 13rs0n c:;.;!l1ot be sxp ::.;ctod to vJrk for econooic 

be.ncr-lts. 'Ih.:.oref,:;r12, ~he ::.go ccuposition of 2 society 

:::cts lL;its tv tile :lV~~.::~:~bllity of w·Jrking force and 

h ·r ... "' .;t _... ·· c- · + ~ : • ..... 1 1·_ .. it to tho ~conouic .2:ains which .,.).dl:o;.; .... ~...!..\.., ..,~ ... :... - ~ 

C".Il be h::;,d by -~~ p .;.rticular society/ group. 

The distribu tior. of popUl:J.tion acc~rding to 

different :·.-.:e ~rcups h:1s toen presented in Table 4.1. 

L'1 ~rl~sentin0 tile d=.ta the Hh0le of the population 

h::.s been di vi dod in to 4 gr0up s: belov1 6 years, 6.1 5 

YL .• rs, 10-60 Yt~::.rs .:JXlcl dJ)V::; 6o years. This has been 

c.x:::J;..13iti:.t1 in d(;t(:,ils, ThC:: firs~ group is thc:~t of 

inf:nts v:h::> :1rc not _.::uppusGd to study or do any 

useful v:Jrk. The nc;xt ~roup ·up to ::1ge of 15 years 

is supp:..is€!d to study but it h:s been obsarved that 

tiJ.s ::;r.J~p helps su bstsn ticlly their families in 

tliff~l'€ .. :1t LJU3E;told chJr€s 2.11G other lie;ht works 

c.)nr.""ct~;.;i.l with v::-.rLJUs &-.:onoriic activities. This is 

1...~-;c::us-:-: th.::. iL•:· JI'tc:..;.c..:: of educ::-.ticr has very little 

y..;":-s tJ oo yu1rs shJUlc! te; ::ctively e.Y1g2.ged in 

)l~s f:.llin::; in this J.ge 



p opulatiJn. The last t-vro groups 'Jf a.ges ranging 

betHe;en 61 to 70 years con be terrJed as dependents. 

The · ;e of such persons · Jes not allow them to tcll:e 

active p c.rticip ation in p roductiOI?- activities. Though 

they may help the !Jain ·wo:Cl\:8rs in some oanner, they 

c:mnJt be cC.~nsidercd r:uch useful e.s far as incooe 

generati~n is considered. 

It LlaY be furth8r sc:;:en. fraw the 1J.ble that 

2Ll'Jng Gujj ar pe-})ulation abJut 35 per cent are infants 

.·hGre::ts this percent.: .. ge is ~1bout Zl per cent among 

GrJld.is. This suggests th::.t Guj jars have higher birth 

rat~:; as· co:Jparod vrith the oth0r cctmunity. The further 

d8t::cils of r.1rle ond f.:n:lle CJuposition in various age 

groups in both the CJLlr.;:uni ties. can nl sJ be observed 

The educati!.:.n rdcE·· ved by childre:r. can be 

taken ::::.s a direct r:1es.sur8 of. the efforts that h:1ve 

Oecn puti0rth uy p.:::..cerd.~s, 'the; CJL.ll~runity, the State 

aJ1d the If :J.tion as a whole for the r:1entnl and ec::monic 

doveloptlmt of the pcuple. l~'JCl(U'rl living olso takes 

fer grcnted the c.bili ty t·.J read and write. The 

prop~)rtion of litere.te in tho entire population is, 

there foro , 8.!1 i.i:1portun t inc~icat~r of its quality. 
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ThJ o:.:lj ority ~f pcrs0ns in the village is 

1111 tt;;r.:J.tt;. .us stnt;J earlier, .the priDary schJol 

w~~s rr.;;- .;stal.Jlishecl in the villc.ge during 1980. 

There J.re o.ls.J no l~;.l:.J..Li.~.!.E:a for higher educatio.i'1 in 

the vicinity of vi1.l!:lse. j,ll this put togethsr Glong 

with tha ~ttitude .::,f vill::tgers, who don't att2.ch any 

iDport~ncc to edtlc.'lti on, f~~n.l the b2.sis for high 

illi tcr:·.CY rc.t t:; in the villJ.ge. On a of the inr) ort~Ul t 

surll.1Jrs o:::king it i.!:J}Iossible for the children to 

c~.:n til1u 0 their studies, e:.s th.::y 8lso have to accor.1p ::my 

the: p~rerrcs. To.blc 4.2 depicts thn.t only 12.75 pGr 

cwt "f vill::t5ers :::.re li toi ~tte. It looks that r.r10ng 

u:tle:s litcr.:.cyporCE;.J."lt::..go (2.1.93%) is batter th2Il 

fJr .:"u.<:olcs (only 2.22;S). This uay be: due tJ tho 

fnct th::.tt th0 villa~E:rs be:ins prE;dur.linarltly Huslirn 

th~ir ::tttitude ;nd outlook and ther~fore, consider 

f t..=::W. e t:d'J.c::ti ::m vf n.J iY.1p ortcnce. This c.bzervation 

is -tisJ suppJrted by the hi_sher li t3racy percentage 

O"J. t ;:Jf tot:U population of 

344 J~1l Y 37 p e r s ·J..'i s J f 

t th~ loc::l sch:.Ll. ~rJ.s is o. v~;;;ry enc.:uraging fo.ct 
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Table 4.2t Demographic .Profile of the village(1984) 

PartictJlars Gujj2r G3ddi Total 

1. Male Female ratin 940 BOO 920 

2. /">2g9 of workers in 
tot<1l popul~tion 

-Male workers 24.65 35.71 26.45 

- FamJle workers 21.87 25.00 22.38 

- Total werkere 46.52 60.71 48.83. 

3. Literacy percentage 

- Male 1 6. 40 ,. 48~, 4 21.93 ·. 

- Femls 1. 75 4. 76 2.22 . 

-Total 9.50· 29 ._16 12.75 



-
T:'.Llu 4.3: Dbtr ibu!.icln. :Jf lit•,r -t.• Pr)rul. tbn · ccorrHng to diffcJr.:nt cge qroup(1CJ04} 

' r.u j j"lr'3 G<:ddis Tnt j 1 l.g. group 
in y _-!,rs Lit<:·r<1tc• .. n 3 inod Tot'1l Litcr<'Jte II ttw inod Tot:"!l li~::.tu r.t tCJinod T ot::!l 

•~ ducnt io n-3 1 educat ion-"'l educ1t iona l 

institute ins.tituto institute 

~15 

-M.:llo 12 12 6 6 18 18 

-fu!1:Jlu 2 2 3 3 

~ 

'16 - 30 N 

-Mc!lu 3* 3 4 4 7 

•. fom.:!la .. 

31 - 45 

-1"1-~Jlo 2 2 4 3 3 2 5 7 

-fcm~llo 

46- 60 

-MalG 2 2 2 2 

-femi:lla 
,, 

Total 

-M::l3 4 17 21 13 13 4 30 34 

-f omc~lu 2 2 1 1 3 3 

-Tot<::l 4 1.; 23 14 14 4 33 37 

* One person p:I:3SOd r•lntric in 1980. 



indicating that the attitude of the villagers is 

undergCJing a positive change, hov;ever SL1all it oay b~. 

Nc:.:;t of thl3 li ter::1tes, it s.pp eo.rs, got their ecluc:1ti on 

f.ror.. the estab::i.i;:rhe~ t.4u.cati.:;ncl institutivns. They 

Ll::lY have ·Jbtainad their _li t~racy st_~~dard within the 

village or they nay have j vinGd th~;;. sch.:;ol at 
. . . 

Shilaghrat. The: highast · q~-clifi0cl·:o ers:Jn in the 

vill:tc;t: · bei"on-gs ·to Guj jar cou:JUnity. end. this b:Jy 

p ass~d his r:latriculatiJn ex2.1:UnQtion during 1980 frCD 

Barcg, a vill::>.5e o.t ~ dist~mcG of about 12 kt1s. fron 

H~n;:;u. I~ se(;.J.Js on c0r;rp e.rison that there has been 

s.)Lle imp r JVetl(;;n t in li ter:~cy stJnclard of village 
• • ' *•· ~ J 

population aft.t-:r 1961. In this Y8:J.r there were only 

8 liter:1tes in th~:: tot3l populatiJn ~r' 249 .... Only two 

per son·s OUt :Jf 8 had. SOLe. eCl:J.Cat_i::.m::u quaJ.i ficatiJn 
......... 

;md the- rest w~re liters.t2s vTith:.:>ut c::ny emco.tional. 

quo.li fi c c. t L.;n • 

Tho ecJ .. GLiY ~ f w. villc.ge de~ ends on the 

stra1gth of acti vs \vorkers. T'he nunber of workers 

2Jlcl r.Jn-workers in tt~ vill:l~~e is gi von in Table 4.4 

whercin it is rt;Ve:.lGd that there is a significcnt 

Giffert?.nce in tho propJrtL)n :;f potcnticl workers 

in b:,th the coLlrnni ties. 'ihe Qcti ve 'vT:.:>rk~rs( 16-6o 

47.97 per cent ::>f tot.:U Dales 



Table 4.4: ~orkers and Nan-workers in the village(1984) 

I '"!dic·ator Gujjars Gaddis Total 

1. Total population 288 55 344 
. :,· 

2. ~8rson upto 15 year <.1 ge 148 20 168' 

3. P·nson above 60 years age 6 2 8 

Total(2 ~ 3) 154 22 17 6 

Person 16 - 60 year age 134 34 168 

family sizo 7 5.6 7 

,Jc). of active member in a 3 3 3 
family 

DupGndency ratio 2.33 2.00 2. 30 

Proportion of Family workf3r 47.01 41.18 45.83 
in a family 

Proportion of m21o IJJ rke r 52.99 58.82 54.17 
in 2 family 



.. 45-

and 45 per cent of tut~ feu ales in Guj j"ar hvuseholds, 

where1s this proportion is high xuns Gadc'ci househJlds. 

In c~~se of Gaddi~ population, active "wcrkers are 64. 51 

per cent of the t otcl r:JCJ. --s .?nil rJ; per cent of the 

fer.::-:~es. The :waxlliur1 nuuber Jf persons in the village 

are in the age of below 16 year.s (non-worksrs). On 

3J1 nverage the fqr.:j ly size w~s of the order of 7 

pers:ms in Gujj ars h·)UseholC.:.s of.vrhich 43 per ce..'1t were 

observed to be potential workers. ~l'hough corJumi tywise 

results hc.ve nut been presentee: in the Census re>.Jort 
' I 

of villr.ge for. 1961 but in 2..g;;;regute therevle.re 48 per 

cent of t.:Jtd nJJ.,:;;.s anc. 5o per ce;nt of t0tnl feriales 

cl::~.ssi fie( as workers. Dep Gl1:_loncy ratio· indicates th:tt 

on ::m avorar;e a vlJrker supr.;orts O.bout·2 persons in a 

f81.1ily. Even in the; ·cuncler gr;:;up Jf 5-10 years, the 

chilclren are bur~:ened \'lith the· task of grazing cattle, 

th.:mgh only part til:J.e. Lfter the age of 10 years 

b.Jth L:les c.nd fooalc~s particip7:'~.te in work and in a 

bigger vray. It has gener:JJ.ly been observed that 

c.~.uve chiluraTl agee: ctbove 1 5 years help full tir:le in 

the f~I1ily occup :-~.tLm. BJth r.,iJ.ss anC: feo:lles h2.ve 

bacn con siCerecl clep anJents ::-.t tho age ·)f 6o years 

•)r abo\re nainly becc.us ~ Jf thoir \veak physique. , 



f'jr their li vclih-J:J(~ thG p e JPl c ~lf the vi.ll:o.ge 

:1rc n;t. <.:e;:enl!c.r.t up::-n ~ny sin:::;le uccup:1ti;n. lninal 

husL::.r":-~ry is the: :;.:d.,.'1 .)ccu:::"'.ti)n of tbe villagers • 

. .griculture is 2 sulisiL.i.~:ry .;ccup:~ti.Jn f0r Gujj 1rs., 

T:--.blc 5.1J 5.2 t~~pict the ~~ctivity status .)f the 

vill~c;:er.s. It w::.ulJ JO ..,bserved th::-~t aniocl husb3l1dry 

1!.> thu .... :;.instc:.y jf tha Gujj :~:rs. This is nlsJ their 

n~ccssity l~c~us~ thsir size of h~ldin~ are ouch 

s::11ller t;:, thvso of C"lc!-:.is in th\3 villn5e •• :~t tha sawe 

til.~c, th ... ilij j ::.r h~>.Vt: tr::diti~nJ.lly been cattle re:.J.rGrs 

::.'1C~ th.:.;rof ... ~r\,;j tL~y lJ.y -;:.Jr} iuport211co to this vocntic)n, 

th~,; vill:::;!:e fJr cultiv:tL:n ·.)U.cp _~so. ThE;re o.re nJ 

irri_: ... tL.r: L".cili ti~s) :nC: t~:.:; pr j·.)lcti vity of crops 

is VC!.'Y l~~w. Hence tL .. y rc:..r cattle;; to suppler1cnt 

tl"!tir ir.co::.c. .-J"...:.unr.l 5o :.::·:]I' ce:nt -:.;f Guj j ~r workers 

• t • r . f j 1 1 J' 'll• fl . ~ 'It 1 '1 ~ r" ., l - t-" . L 
., ... I;; J.J. .. -;:;. ..... ..M...; ~..; J-- .... u~ -· .!...:m, wr~c;re;;.s, rest of 

t~ . ..;ir 11 vclih .... :.... Jf i!:;rkers eng:.gcd 

-46-
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Table 5.1: Occupational pattern of workers "in the 
village ( 1984) 

Particu 15rs Gujjars Gaddis Total 

No. of households 41 10 51 

Total population: 

Males 148 31 179 

- 16 - 60 years 71 20 91 

-· Others 77 11 88 

females 140 25 165 

- 16 - 60 years 63 - 14 77 
-

- OthGrs 77 11 88 

Occupations: 

Agriculture & Animal 
Husbandry 

- No. of houssholds 20 7• 27 

- Workf.JrS·- Male 42 14· 56 

- Female 36 10 46 

Total 78 24 102 

h~ric~lturo, hnim&l Husbandry 
and others 

- No. of households 21 3 24 

-Workers - Male 29 6 35 

- female 27 4 31 

Total 56 10 66 

Other occupet1on only 

No. of households 
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1!1 ::.ul ti)lo .JC...:up~ti .m is Li'Jrt; .:;.r.:ung Gujj a.r households 

:.s c.::.;-J~r.:..l! tJ G::-~~;.:i h.i:.ls~h-JlCs. This I:1.2..y be due ~J 

hic:h~r ·p rol.4'ucti vit y Jf in~i vit".u~u occup J.ti:Jn nlJ·Jng 

·c:....:L.i h_u,SEh . .Jl'.:s th~n llijj :::.r hJuse;holus~ l'herefore; 

t~ sup;~lc:.1en t ti1c b.i.d.ly inc x.e .Jccup :.ti0n Cii versification 

·:;Jn ~ 1.:Jrl:.::rs i·l='.S hi )1,:;r. in wj j J.r cor.n.:iunity~ This 

contmti·..m is ~ls:J cJI'lfir~i(;C~ by tha fo.ct thnt dependency 

hu sb::.J'Hlry, Th~ wo1.1~n cut ~:.nC c:.::.rry huavy loads of 

sr:-:.ss whilti thair rJellf.Jlk t:..ice uilk and ghee to :r:1arket. 

i·Irj Jr r~ur.:estic W)rt is C:-::.rri : . .m by the W01.1eD • 

Fl,:,ue)linG is cxclusi v~ly c:Jn8 by I.:wn while interculture 

r..·r:.- .... ::ri-::L!J.tur"'.l ~:n·.-.:uj.t.::. ·l'·"l···s r; 2 :n·1 53 c t · _ _ - -- . . :.J .,..; , • ::: u • :Jn am 

..~f inc ... •;...::;. C·~.ttlc; ~.n.::. :Uff:l JC re:::crint; secirJ.s to be .·th1;3 
• ~~"' J., •• ~,.,.;.;' \~ ~·,,... .. .. __ •• 

!'.lJ.L>;. s~rin;:, fJr inc.,_.,_;; in thc vill::.g~J, Econ·JIJy 61' .: 

)lJj :o.rs i:l1.J f..~r:. t~:.;; :...1·;j •..;r .= Jp'.ll::-~tiJn of the villo.ge; 

~c:; .:;r.._s L:rjt:dy .:m :::1i'f~·l-· 1·c:.rine. It r~o.y b.:; seen 



Table 5.2: Per household employment pattern of workers in different act ivlties. 

Man da ear 

Activ itios 
Gujjars Caddis Total average 

Male female Total Male . Female Total Male Female Total. 

1. Animal husbandry 442 454 896 468 399 867 447 443 890 
(69.9) (80.9) (75 .1) (64.1) (7 8.1) ( 69. 8) (68.7) ( 80.4) (74.0) 

2. Agriculture 148 107 255 240 112 352 166 1C8 274 
(23.4) (19.1) (21.4) (32.9) (21.9) (2 B. 4) ( 25 .s) (19.6) (22.8) 

3. Other( Non-agr il. 42 42 22 22 38 38 
labour, Business, (6.7) ( 3.5) (3.0) (1 • 8) (5. 8) (3.2) 
Ar ti sJt n e t c • ) 

4. Total Man d.:~ys 632 561 1193 730 511 1241 651 551 1202 
• I 

available ( 1 ao.o) ( 1l0l0.0) (100.0) ( 1 oo.o) (100.0) (1 oo.n ( 1 00.0) (100.0) (100.0) 
~-
\D 

. I 

Note: Figuras in parenthesis are the percent-age .to total. 
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inc...ce fruJ a~riculture thc.n W.jjc.rs. In this 

c:;nt~xt it u~.Y be not<:;-! th:1t tht:J cultivate~.! land per 

h--usr;h::J.rl is less in c· ::J. of Gujj ctrs thori G:1C.di 

hJUschJlt..:r::. G.1·'r.:.j_ .... ' 1 
• h ~,r. -'~- 1 , \'eJ.vincr·Clria spinning. 

- """' w .... .J .1.•~\,.i,..)l.,. ........ ~~ .. IJ t>~' . 

Toiloring is ~so practised by one household 'iill the 

!nCh)t'r of the Ihus eh·"Jli'is: 

Catce~rywise MnUt:~ inCJi;!e ... of tot;W. househol<..:s 

sh .. '.!in6 •-ifferent occupntiuns is givan in Table 5.3 

wherein ::-. gt:ner:ll i2~:-. ·.;f the ecun·owic standard of the 

vill:t;;;~rs life L!'2Y b~J had. The r.i:lj or source of Gujj ars 

ir,c,ll~e is ~irJ 3.1 hus l.Jc.ni~ry end. accounts for 74 per C8!1t 

of the totcl gr.;ss inc·:.JDe. On the wh:Jle agricultural 

activities ( cr~ pr'JtluctLm :::nc~ li vcs tock) contributed 

uluut 96 per cmt t.J thci tJtnl gross incOIJe of Gujjar 

~3ricultur2l ~ctivitiGs such ~s labour, ~siness, etc • 

• ·.s l~ .dti f::r.ilies JWYled ; __ oro culti v.1ted Lmcl thDn 

ilij j urs, the! efore, the prop :.Jrtion of their incor:w 

fr0~ :"..;sricul tura is rJ.sv higher. HJwever, the r1Dj or 

s::urce 0f their inc:ue still reua.:ins D!linlal husbnnciry 

C':.nstitutin;:; c..b· .. ut 51.6 per cent jf their gross inc'Jne • 

.?u.rthcr, thu CJ111U:l pGr co.pit::. grJss incorJe 3L'1~.>ng 

Lll.jj :::..rs r.U1s-;;:c! bet\>re..:;11 iis 292 to Ets Z?9o while such 

fi-..~J.r6s f)r C:--. .:'-is c·..: .. :c tc i~s 374 t~. Rs 2387 .. lesser 

v~rL:t1.;.!1. This in~icates th:,t the. per capi tn &Lnual 
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Table 5.3: Income from different sources in the 
village during 1982-83 

in percentage 

Particulars Gujjars Gaddis Total 

No. of households 41 10 51 

I ncomo from 

- Crop production 21 .6 45.3 25.2 

- Animal husbandry & Poultry 74.0 51.6 70.6 

- Others 4.4 3.1 4.2 

Total Income 100.0 100.0 1 oo.o 

Total income per household(Rs.) 7052.1 5161.9 6681.4. 

Total inco m.e. p.e r capita (Rs.) 1003.9 921.8 996.6 

Gini concentr£Jtion ratio o. 78 0.66 a. 81 
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incJne distribution in ~h~ vill::.ge is quite skewed. 

Gini cJnccntration r:1tio sho'J)- th::tt disparity in per 

cepita grt,ss inc.Jwe \vas relatiVely higher aPong Guj jars 

helati vely large gap in econooic 

st~tus in this category could be due to clifferential 

level of producti::;n resources ancl their pro<lucti vi ties. 

InJebteflne~s: 

The incidence cJf inc.lebtectness is very high ru:1ong 

Gujj ar h~)useholds. · .~.~ coiJp;_:trison between 1901 and 1984 
... ,. 

dnto. shows thc:.t in 1961 the nur.aber of househo1Js under 

vill:J.ge, During 19?1 surveyj out of31 househJlds in 

thG villa~e 27 wGre in Jebt. --·--· ..• "... o... . . ..... " 

GtJJ jar Eve~'Y,t.ho~se~;ld was under 

'clabt, bUt· Jnly three househ~>lL:s of Ga.ddis of th~ 

Vill,:.fie v:erc-)ii .. lle-bf- it th}t t·it~e~ .. Totni cr:wunt of· · 

uebt with the G.t:bt.Jrs w~1s Hs 20,7 5o and the nur.:ber 

of families in debt w:..:.s 27 in the village. The main 

purp \<1es for which lonns ':Tt:re token includ.ed purchase · · 

of ca.ttle, n:arriatc ~L. do1112stic nGt::ds (Table 5.4). 

0:1ly six f2.l:J.lics incD.rr\..:.~ C.0bts on acc:.;unt 0f purchase 

of cattle and tv.Jo h:>useholcls were under heavy debts 

due tJ L1arriagcs. Tho lnrrcst nu.r:lber of households 

incurred ~~cbts tv L:e£t their dot1Gstic neetls. Tho 

rust counon r:tte of inter.~st . .in .1961 .was 30 per cent 
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T<::ble 5.4: Indabtedness by causes in f1.-1l.ngal 
during 1951 •. 

Amount Borrowed No. of households 
(R~.) in debt 

1. Purchase of cattle 4,1 DO . 6 

2. House construction or repairs, 4,000 2 
to 8Xisting buildings 

3. Marria<}'is 4, 000 2 

4. Do~estic n03ds 12, 650 19 

Total 20,750 27 

Source: A Village Survey of Maing:::~l, Charrba Tehsil, Chamba 
Cistrict, H.P.,Cansus of India, 1961, Vol. XX- Pard:. 
VI INo. 27. 

J 



of_ 
:JJ.r;!18 the peri·JC:.,!tho pr~sen~ survey n..> c::...se of 

G2.C:C.i h;,.ius e;h:;ld 'IT:,s rep.ortec: t·) ·be U.."'lder- C:ebt, while 

c.rw::.1g 41 _hvusehJl::s :;f Gujj::.rs 11 were rcport~d. tJ be . .... 

'r 

or' ·o.nirldl, th~,;:y.- tf-J .w the .. ;:,,J!1ey laYJ.i.~cr whJ supplies . 

the neGcle(1 _i ta1s :::rrG. th.;; cw.sh ~s vTall as buys their 

?I'6sently the prev:ll.;nt 

r:::tc of interest is 72 per ·Cil.Ylt· 811I1Ucl.ly. It was nlso· 

learnt th:J.t in pr:::ctice ttl;; .. profi ts ·of the r.h.mey 

lenU:er :J.I'G r.1uch high2;r bec:.use he purch.:1ses oilk, etc. 

villa~ers 2-t highGr rJ.tas. In 1984, out of 11 J.ebtJrs 

b Jrr J'wed L!vney f:r .JL1 fri(;;112s/rcl:::.ti vcs for vJiicus 

purposes. F.i. ve of the J.1j j -:.£· h • .::useh~lL.s were reportoli. 

to have incurreL. de:.Jts f:)r ;urchc..se o.f rntiun, lr.n~, 

ret"Jc::ir of h~·'...!se ::nC! liti;~J.ti:£1.. It uay be stU'\')rising 

to ncte thc~t the r:-~.te of interest in ·::t least two ci~ses 

le~rn t th2..t in nar.y c::.ses ·~Juj j 21's C.E!.tJ e:nd Qil G.:..c~c!i 

fc::;.:1ilies for their fin:111ci~ nJe~s. Borrowine fr:..n 

coc.r.1erci~ b['nk s w2.s hsl'lev~r not lilHid by the people 

for_ !e::s~~1s uf .:t·.;). wJ.."lY- f.:.:r.:~clitiest ban1:s being 

1Jc:J.t8c! :::.t fJ.r cff pl3.co Ch~:.r:bc.., lnck Jf education utl 

knY .. de·1st; :.t..:.ut th~ prcceC.u:c-~, etc. etc. Only one person 
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T2bb 5.5: Amount borroJGd from various sources by, 
Gujjc.rs for different purposos during 11J84. 

"' Purpose 

AQonc~ 
Purch<:lsa Purch3soJ Purch3se Repair L1t1~atlon 

of Rntion of .l3nd of animal of 

1. rrionds,molativos 

- No. of households 

- Amount of debt F.s. 1250 

-Rate of interest% 

- Afi'Ount paid Rs, 650 

- in cash 650 

- in kind 

Amount outstanding 60() 

2. Local Moroy lendar 

- No. of housaholds 5 

- Amount of dabt Rs. 7100 

- Rotc of intorost % 70 

- Amo\)nt paid Rs. 840 

- in cash 720 

- in kind 120 

Amou~t outstaryding 6570 

; . 

- rJo. -~r hq_lt_Sehald 

- Amount of dobt P;;. 

- Rat.3 of in\ar;st % 
-Amount p3id:%. 

- in cAsh 

- iF"l kind 

- Amount outstanding 

1 

BDOO 

15 

200CJ 

2000 

7000 

1 

7000 

14 

5000 

4000 

1 

1500 

72 

1000 

500 

500 

1500 

house 

1 

2000'. 

2000 

znoo 

. 1 

1500 

16 

1 DO 

110 

1600 
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w~s repor_te,d to have taken loan from bank for purchasing 

land. It was observed that borr?wing has became a habit 

with them and they easily fill pray to the money lenders 

who reap double be..Defits on their investment by ·way of 

higher rate of iLterest and other methods stated earlier • 
. : :··~ ., ·- . . .. 



Ch3pter- VI 

t.QBTQUtTIJRP. 

Agriculture is not as much paying in Haingal as it 

is elsewhere in l0'.-1 lying areas. This is because of the high 

altitude of the place. The farmers have to fight against very 

heavy odds. The low temperature of winters·p~rmits the produc­

tion only during Kharif season. Then lack of irrigation, 

poor fertility of soil, small size of holdings, negligible 

use of modem inputs are the contributing factors keeping the 

agricultural prod'J.ctivity lm..r. As may well be expected in a 

mountainous tract lil~e tha.t of this village, the proportion of 

the aren tL."1dar the plough is also low. 

Lmd Utilization Pattern of the Village: 

according to village papers, the total area of Haingal 

is 823 t1e.ctare of which about 52 per cent is under fares ts . 

(Table 6.1). Pern:anent pasture and grazing land is the 

::;econd ioportant land use constituting about 36 per cent o_f 

tha tot~ 1G-"1d in t~G ville.ge. Proportionately larger area 

und~r this class indicates that livestock husbandry is 

practised on an extensive scale. Land put to non-agricul tu­

ral us~s is only o.j6 per cent of the total. 

It would be wortb1hile to get an idea of the trend 

1..'1 the lcJld use pat tern over the last tv1o decades( Table & .1). 

Tt.e;r~ hJ.s bctn 2...'1 increase in tht: net area sown and area 

under c:.:.rre.."1t fcllov:s. Tc.is led to a. decline· in the barrell 

cultur;::.Lle w2.ste ~d per.Jment p2sturo 

- 53 -
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Table 6.1: Land utilization pattern in Mair~::~l 

Land Utilization 

1. T ot.;l Area 

2, forssts. 

3, Land not avail<;blG for cultiv;::;tion 

(a) Barren and uncultivatGd land 

(b) Land put to non-agril. uses 

Total 

4, o'the.r uncultivated land excluding 
curr~nt fallows · 

(a) Culturable waste 

(b) Parmanent pastura and othGr grazing land 

(c)' Land under miscellaneous trees . 

Total 

5, Fallow land 

(a) Current fallow 

(b) Other F'ollbw · 

Total 

6, f~et Brea sown 

7. Aro'! soi.!.Jn more than once(Ha,) 

- porcentaga of nfJt area sown 

8, Cropping intensity 

. . 

(in hectare) 

1978-83 195 8-63 

.823.00 
(100,00) 

429.00 
(52.13) 

3, 00 

(0.36} . 

3,00 
(a. 36) 

1.00 
(0.12) 

296.00 
( 35.97) 

297.00 
(36.09) 

40.00 
( 4. 86) 
2,20 

( 0.27) 

42.20 
(5.13) 

51.80 
( 6. 29) 

11.80 

22.78 

122.7~. 

823.00 
( 1 oo.oo) 
429,00 
(52 .13) 

18.21 

( 2.21) 

18.21 
(2 .21) 

' 

-2.59 
( o. 31) 

332.57 
(40.41) 

335.16 
(40.72) 

4.86 
( o.sg) 
0.16 

(0.02) 

5.02 
( o. 61 ) 

35.61 
(4.33) 

5.18 

14.55 

114.55 

Noh:: Figuros in par-entheses are the percGntage to total area of 
the vi lla ga • · 
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31ld other grazing land. These shifts in the land use pattern 

wGre mJ.inly in reS'~onse~to. the increasing demand for food 

grains •. The demand was partly met through the extension of 

th . .; ~.reo. und~r cultivation end po.rti'y through inten~ive 
' . 

cul ti V:ltiC:L !)_:.r:!.::t; tt:.s ; ::,:!.od ·there Was no CheJlge in the 

aroa. l4'1dur forest. The percentage area under barren land 

31ld culturabl13 ·..r::tste to the total area of the village showed 

marginn.l decline:;s. On the other hand, the area under penna~ 

nent pastur~ ond oth~r grc;.zing l:md decrea~ed by about 4 per 

cent during the period 1953-63 to 1978-83. The whole of the 

cUI ti vated area is sown g(;:norally once during the year and 

only about 22.8 per cent of it was cropped more thon once 

dUring 1978-83. This figure stood at 14.6 per 'cent during 

19 ~-6 3· 

~ 
I .,nd Ut1 J iz~tj on by thr-- VilJ a f:frs 

Per household land use pattern by size of operational 

holding in the village is shown in Table (6.2). It may be 

so\2.11 th.1t the .sYstew of leasmg in or leasing out land is 

not pr .... \!-vised in tl1e villa.~-:?, This is mainly due to the 

nor4-ru:~uner:~ti ve ·~ature of c.griculturc; for reasons already 

stated. As f~r as holding size is concerned it was observed 

thJt tt~ ::.v<:;r2.ga l3..'1d per household is lesser among Gujj 9r 

• This h3.s b,;i;;;.1 dcne only because the entire area of Ha.inPal 
is ,not.c~tiv~te~ ·ay thG r'<..;sidents of this village onlyQ 
:;-'1a, Sl!:l7~r~::, I.:.n:;;.r·s of h:dng:U also cultivate lands 
l.n t::~ r.clgh:Jl.:Urii'lg villJ.ge3. Thus the figures for land 
Utll.,.; ~..,+l' ,...,... tt rn .f' lr . ...... :""' ..... P.~ ~ c. ·~.aJ.J·H;3l as reported by the village 
F.:.t.·::.rl ::rti ::u.f:;:\;rQ~t frol:l those obtained by the present 
':::J.J.rvey. 
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. lsbl_a 6.2: L2nr1 utiliz3tion by villager in Main1;;aD.. 
· · during ·1982-83, 

.. , 

~in Bigh~) 

r arm s iz; 
No. of' Total owned Net ope_rc:_~~d Ghaeni Barren land 
house- land area 

' holds 
-~· 

Gujjars 

- Small 24 . • I 115.04 90.04 13.00 12.00 
(100.00) (78.27). ( 11.30) ( 1 o. 43) 

- Medium 9 ·< 84.00 66. DO 1 o.oo 8.00 
( 1 DO. 00) (7 8. 57) ( 11. 91 ) ( 9.52) 

·.l. 

- Large 8 113.00 91.00 15. DO 7.00 
t. ( 1 00. DO) (80.53) ( 13.29) . (6.19) 

Sub-total 41 312.04 247.04 38.00 27.00 ,:!L . 

(100.00} (79.17) (12.18) ( 8. 65) 

Gaddis .. 

- small 7 .oo 7.00 
(100.00) (100.00) 

- ~1edium 10.00 10.00 
(10').00) ( 1 DO. 00) 

- Largl:l 8 223. GO . 177 .oo 39.00 7 
(100,00) (79 .37) ( 17.49) (3.14) 

Sub total 10 240.00.: 194.00 39.10 7 
(100.00) ( 80.83) (16.25) (2.92) 

Totol 51 552.04 441.04 77.10 34. DO 
.. (10J.OO) (79. 89) (13.95) ( 6.16) 

Note: Figures in parenthesis are the percentage to t 0 tal land. 

One hectare = 12.50 Bighas approximately. 
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f::.l!'nilius th::n G:tdais in the villc.ge. Overall average size of 

op cratiun :11 holding w-::.s 7.12 BighJ.s among Guj jars :md 24 

I:ighs.s ·~ong Gaddis~ Utilization of 12Jld shows th.1t abo'Ll.t 

20 p -.:r cent' of. total arcc::. is under Ghasni and barren in .the 

vill,:;.;c.;. The propJrtion of lc.nd u,ndar Ghasni ·was less in 

C:J.SG of Gujjars b.~.an Gad,:l.is. The reason is that Gujjars 

possess sm:il.l size of lc...'Yld holdings in ~he village. out of 

41 G.lJj o.r households eight i1ouseholds owned-36 per cent of 

the total lanrcr. .Abou.t 59 per cent of the total households 

of the Gujja~..,s community ha.vtJ only4o percent of the total 

lr:.r.d~ By sny account this rep res.en ts a higbly uneven 

distril:ution of th•J land r·esourcGs among· them, 

F.roo thJ over allposition ·a·f land holding it may 

b~ seer. tt~,t th0 r0 is no clG.ss af ~andless-.in the village. 

DJ. t :~ctu. ::J.ly thl3i r produce froo the land is at su bsis tan ce 

luvcl ::J·~d is h2rclly sufficient for ·even horne consumption. 

B(;)cJ:ls~ of hitS:1 altitude tht;;y c~not produce two crops in a 

yr::J.r :-.... '1d h~nce lv\·l returns frcm the land. 

Gwer3.lly, f:.:.r1llers Df any arda allo.cate their lana 

::~.ong diffGr~:.t ere~) s in c.ccord2!lce ·with tho local clim at c, 

!_';-:_.il, YJ10',lludc?;~ c.r d teo avillJ.bili ty o~ oth.;:;r resources. 

Tt~..) inccw . ..; s.s \o~ell as elliployr::lJJ. t of thG cultivators lart;:e].y 

dc·_u(-r::is U.:lon t!:'::::. tc"l),_:l t)f cr:""Js ,r,rr.~,)'l"'. I'"''Y>YY r . v"· r• 
- -"' "' J .... ' - vi - .... ••u I a.. .ul e s nu .1..1.'1 b s 3.lil G 

" .... ·1 · ...., ·l "' .,l ... iv + · l-, • ... a.... u... ... ..-..,; .. cu. '"' ~-"'L:::n, LQY L.;..::::ll'e v:::ryJ..ng income;;: and e~iplcy-

L·:::: c ~c~ .~- di!:t; ·J.p :A1 t!~.;ir crop~Jin6 pattErn. In fact all 

; rc:p·:;:ti..,~ .n Li:cir ficlC:..;; C..J.t U.ifT . .:rmt crops in varying 
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In Hai."1gcl., r..ost of the_ area is under foodgrains 

<J.Ccount:ing for about 86 per cent of the gross cropped area. 
.. . .. .. 

Out 'of tr.is,- about 84 p-er cent is.-under cereals. The area 

and pr6porti:)nate share of differe..~t crops_ in ·the ·village is 

summarized in table 6, 3 which shows 5 year averages at· two 
,. ' ·: . ·. ' ~ 

point of time i.e. 1958-63 .::nd 1978 .. 83. DUring .these tvm 

decades the arE; a ll£"1der Kh.::..rif crops increased by abau t ?.• 5 

per cent •. Dlring 1958-63 maize, Bathu., Ogla and potato, 

were the main Khnrif crops grovm in Main gal whereas during 

1978-83, maize cmd 1·iash( blCLck gram) were reported to be the 
• J. 

only crops of· tha season. D.lring Rabi season wheat, barley 

3Ild mustc,rd continue to be grown in the village. J?Uring the 

last two decades cuarse millets eg. :a::..tbu c.nd Ogl:a. arc: boing 

grttducl.ly rcpl".Ced by m:izc..:. Als~ Jilseeds end pulses c.re 

h:.s b·.;(.!l ir~c"'"vaslnt:•-· Ha.:L'z~ 13 "tt_;; major crop of the village 

and it. clone accounted fer mJre than 73 per cent of the total 

cr0pp ed area. . TD:~- .. ~nly-_ ~ther _crap ~f K~arif is l1a.sh, . ~ t 

th2 area under this crop is not significant• As regards the 

cropping pattern i!: Rabi( Table 6.4) th;.. Gaddi households, in 

genaral, have nore area under_ wheat( aboot ~ per cent of the 
\ 

tot cl cropped area) as compared tu tha.t of Guj j ars( only 3 
' pGr cant of th~ total cropped are3.). Another intertisting 

.fe[iture is the large pr0porti6n of land lying fallJw during 

.ti::>..bi th~ in Khnrif; during the winter crop season it was 

thr~,;. : times tho.t of the rd.ny se~1s::;n. The other cr,Jp of • 

it2.Ci SC:""'S:.Jn i -u t d - - s ..... ~ s 2-.r • Hh:..:t is r:ither surprising is the 

fr-et th::t despite the lo.r-g.;; n't..l.Cber of danestic e.nimcls, no 

fodder crop is gr:y(,n in thr:. villc.ge. It w::::.s however leg,mt 
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TablB 6.31 Cropping patt~rn in the village 

Crops/s::>ason 
1978-79 - 1932-83 . 1958-59 - 1962-63 

Ar2a in ha. %age to total Area in ha. %age to total 

KH~.fUf 

- Maize 46.9 7 3. 7 27.9 68.4 

- ~~ash 1.3 2.1 -
- 3athu 0.7 1.7 

- Ogla 1 .1 2.7 

- Potato o.z 0.5 

Sub T &.t3l 48.2 75.8 2 g." 73.3 

~ 

- U:heat 5.2 -·8. 2 6.'8 16.7 

- B.:~rlay 1.4 2.2 2.2 5.4 

- ~st2rd 8.8 13.8 1.9 4.6 

SubTotal 15.4 24.2 10.9 26.7 

T ct ':!l croopa d aroa 63.6 1 oo.o 40.8 1 ao.o 



It was also learnt th::1t preference is gi ve.."l to maize 

crvp because this hc:ppG11s tv ~e the s;taple ~et of the people. 

Therefore, wheat a."'ld must2.rd during Rabi are grown only on 

that lend which is not intmded t.:; be put under maize dUring - ~· ~ . 

Kh:J.ri f. Thus, it is :;nly the large holder who cnn "fford 

to have wl1eat and mustard on some of his land and still grvw 

maize sufficient for his needs, 

\~ithout any pretention to the knowledge of the 

scientific theory, th& f:inners are well cJ.ive to ·the prac­

tical btnefits of the rot:1tLm of crops. The area of land 

is left fcllow deliberately to give it. rest Md to preserve 

and restore fertility of the soil. 

Due to higher altitude, lacl{. of irrigation facili­

ties ~:nd pv;Jr fertility of s·Jil, the land cannot. yield hlJ 

c.r::p s in a year in H.:UJ1g3l. HoreJver, wheat 3Xld barley 

tnkG mJre time. for ripening and they cannot utilize the 

field for ma.ize in which \·l~e·.~.t is· s:Jvm. Ge11erally the 

fanners of Hcd.ngal practise f Jllowing r0tatiJns of crops. 

( i) F3llow .. r·laize (one year) 

( ii) Wheat - F:J.llow (one year) 
(iii) Barley • Fell·Jw ( cne year) 
( i v) F':'.llJw - H:Uze - Wh8nt - EhllJ·w ( tw0 years) 
( v) Hash - \Jhe1t (one; ye3.r) 

.Ari1J11g the ::.bJVe fi VJ crop rrJtG.ti·Jns first ·Jne is 

w::st i)J'tJUl:-.r in th~ vill:.;Se. 1--.. v.:.ry sm3ll are:1 is utili­

Zed for ~r0wing wh\.::-..t, barley -~nd n:.ust:trd. 



. I.:1tJ1sity . .;f crt...pping is a meo.sure by which it is 

possible -cc 1mJ'vl the ;;xto.'1t vf lmd use in a pnrticular aroa. 

Luring ~)58-63, the croppinC intensity was about 114 per cent 

i·rhich incres.s~d to about 123 pur cent during 1978-83 in th0 

village. This l·Jw il:t:;.;;:-:::;ity ::;f cropping ·in the, village may 

bi,; due t.J lack of irriga.tio.t1 f;;,cilities, higher altitude of 

the pl.1ce nnd p JJr fertility 0 f the soil found in the village 

etc. B.lt mJst imp0rt2J1t rt;asun is th::t the villagers being 

basically sh(;;:phc;red a."1d cattle br3i;':Jders do not attach much 

sienific:m.ce to cr::.>p bus b.:.:.ndry. Hence crops have been 

n~glGctud, the result being pJ)r returns. 

H,;usc:h.;ld data cDlloctuJ. p .:;rsonally for the year 

1982-83, ::lso orings JUt :1 lJw figure of 1'10 per cent as the 

intensity of cruppinG. Ho;:\scns fJr such J. situativn are th0 

s:::x:e c:.s stated abJve. It i~ hJivcver revealed from tabl·3 6.4 

that the cropping intensity ;:m tha farms of Gaddis was higher 

(:.:bJilt 117.24 pc.:r cent) then th:1t of the farms uf GujJ:?.rs 

(:::b__.ut 103.68 per cent). s:Lnil::..r'ly, it was observed that, 

on ~1 sizes of fc.nns of G:2ddis, the cropping intensity wo.s 

highe:r th::.n thJsl; ·Jf ths corres~;·Jnding farms sizes of Gujj ars 

..... J. ·"'; ~ ., t t t h .... _ ~ )~S 0 S'..lpp or J vi eM thJ.t Gadctis baing more dep en-

d..::n t un l.:nd, Ei ve li1 Jr,:;,; o..ttelJ. tL..m als~) to crops. Mor<:;Jver, 

u1d.1is ::.rc tr::-.cttixrclly lnnd tillers while ,the Gujj ars 

~G-lUir~J l.::.."lds only recently :il1d ·tho lc.mds with the later 
\ 

:1.rc ~f inf~,;ri.r c:_i.;.::'.lity. \.'--:. ,... ... , ·· .. · . _, , :... • ~ ~· ·, 
' ..,,J ...... .:.... ' •• ' .......... l fr • ' \ 

~ J ' 
I'.;..: 

:JOS006' 



Table 6.4: Cropping pattern by villager in Maingal during 1982-83. 

CropsfSoason Gull a:t!:i Gaddis 
Small .. M~dium large Sub- Small Medium Large Sub 

Total Total 

KHARif 

Maize 

-Local 86.00 sa.oo· 77.00 221.00 7.00 . 1 o. oo 81.00 98.00 319.00 

-HV\Is 1.10 2.~o 3.1a 9.00 9.00 12.1G 

Total 86.00 59.10 79.00 224.10 7..00 10.00 90.00 107.00 331 .1 0 
C'l 
-J 

~ 
Whnat 2.04 4.00 2.00 8.c4 56.00 56.00 64.04 

Mustarj z.oo 2.10 4'!10 9.00 0.10 . 2.00 26.00 28.10 37.10 

Total 4.04 6.10 6.10 17.04 2.00 ·82. DO 84.00 101.04 

Total cropped 
area 90.04 66.00 85.10 241.14 7.10 12.00 172.00 191 .11 433.04 

Net area sown 88.04 63.10 81.00 232.14 7.00 1Cl.OO 146.00 163.00 395.14 

Cropping 102.27 105.00 105.06 103.88 107.14 120.00. \117.81 117.29 109.59 
intensity 
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Average yield Jf crops grovn in the village. on 

different siZ8 of fc.ru.s i.s p.rese.nte.d in table 6.? wherein 

1 t r:1~.y be sem that the yield rates of all _crops u~ the 

fan:ls Jf Qljj r.rs are higher thsn those of Gaddis. This is 

~xplained by larg,...r use of Farru Ya~d l~3X1Ure( FYH) whi?~ is 

m::>re with Qlj j n.rs for reasons of their .. ?avilig larger: number 
lJ 

of buffaloes and cows. 

·Thus, on the whole it is rathc.:r difficult to conclu-
.. .. 

si vely sugg~st as to whiclt com1unity is better in crop 
. i 

husbandry. On the one h3lld, the intensity of cropping is 

somewh~t higher un the farms of Gaddis but, an·the other 

h:md, . the yi~d- rc.tes are reported to .. , be higher on the 

farms· •Jf Qljj ars. 

Prqducti £ Pattern qf Different Crqps in the Vill ."~ge: 
. ....... . . . 

Extent :md pattern of different crops grown in the 

village are given in table 6.6 which shows that maize and 

whe~.t are the only fo)d c.rop s gro'Wil in the village •. Naize 

cJntribltc r:12J Jt part of tha totnl prodUctiJn of tfie grains 
r / 

(9o per ca1t) in the ·village. The p;.;;r c~ita annu31 produc-

ti2ll of grains r.;n::mg G~ddis is ab;;ut 1.~5 Qtl·. which is 

l1ret:r than th~ G.lj j <:1rs h'.)userL;lds( 1 .. o5 Qtl.). This is so 

Jnly because of larger size: 0f h;::,ldings of Gaddis. By ... 

P r;JI1\lcts of th\.: crops are fed to animal:S. L'1 maize the 

Yield of by-product is ab;.>Ut thrGe time that of grains and 

st.~.·aw in Wh~at is '-'.b;JU t 2.77 til:le tho gno.ins. The only 

cr:p uf ·Jilse:~d gr:rfm. in tho;;;: villur;e is mustard but the 

P ructl :tivn w:;.s fJUnJ t'1 b~.: 'ill si2.nific.:n t. The 8il from 
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cust3.rd is used for h.:ue consllillp tion wh~reas the by .. p roduct 

1. e. w'Jst:1rJ cak~ is fed t) th.; milch oJ].imals. 

The p rcv:Uling prices •Jf m;.1in p :cJdU.ct :.3l1d by-p rociuct 
IJ o .. 

of v.:1ri ~"..l.s crops in the .... vi.ll? .. ~.:; v1ere also :g~~hored and 

pre!:;-..nt i...~ tc.ble .. 6.6, The av~rr~ge price· of in.Jize in the 

vill:?.ge wo.s about Rs. 124 par quintal '.lhqr~~s ·the price :Jf 

Wh0nt w::.s :;.b-)Ut 142 per quintal. The average prices of 

By-products of l..12.iZe: :ma strai·l r_;f vrheat wera about· Rs. 29 

c.ncl Rs. 4 3 per qui.'"l t::'J- rcsp i;;Cti voly, Ther:;. were however no 

1.1c:rketable surplus 'tli th o.ny uf the h.)Useholds and the 

p r·J~...'UctL:m frilling short .Jf trL;ir dem2J1d wu.s met from 

Gut of tott.J. cr~ppcd ~r;::t of thG village abJut 2.8 

pur cent ·11:s r10'P )rte;d under th-.; !'J.gh yielding varieties 

( ~·u~r ) .:lv.S • 

thl.,) f~1ct th,;.t its ::..dJptLm is, by Glld la.rgc, limited to a 

p ::.rticu2. .:.r crc..p. H :::.iZG is :~1ly crJp in ·v1hich HYVs seed is 

us.::(l. P2sticiC:c;s, i.'1secticidGs, etc. were almost unkn:·wn·. 

if, th~, ·.'!ll:~c. Use ]f fertilizer is negligible( Table 6.7) 

bu~ F~l is used in pl:;nty. 

, ... , . ..,r.,i ..... _ .,'n .. 1 · , th 1 1 1 f · 1 ~o~-.;;•\;..:...~..~o\;;;.S_,~,st;}::;J.ln·-::·:..t .. 0 .)W 0VG 0 ~gr~CU-

Jf th;; .3t·_t,:; ~h::-f>~.rt:::: .. :nts t .. ·ellis r:;J_to villnge wr.dch, in 

turr:, is ~.ill...:. t. l::.ct J.::: trrJ•:o.-_; _rt r'.E~. c:--J'111W1icatL.~n f.J.cili­

tics, .J~·vi..,usly 1-.::-.vcs r:.uch 't.> be ::l.:,nc: 1.'1 cJ.l dirscti~ns. 

!·!::.in g:.l f:lls :.:ithin Sl'-J.la;hr:::t VLA ~ircl~ but th0 .:.>ffice 



Tabla 6.6: Production of different crops in the v ill2gc during 1982-83. 

products 
Gul iar.;. G<1 dd i-; Total 

Crop Small Medium· Large Sut Small Medium Large Sub 
Total t ta 

~ 
~a in product 

Quantity(Otls) 108.35 91.00 98.00 297.35 3.00 11.00 67.00 81 .oo 378.35 
V.:llue (Rs.) 13599.75 112 60.00 12045.00 36904.75 375.00 1320.110 8225.00 9920.00 46824.75 

-8 y product • 

Quantity(Qt ls) 296.50 271.00 274.00 841.50 10.00 40.00 175.00 225.DO 1" 066.50 
Valus(Rs.) 114~0. 00 1021.00 10960.00 23401 .oo 400.00 1 600.00 6045.00 8045.00 31446.00 

WhGat 

_~_1::J in product -J _, 

Quantity( Qtls) 1.80 o.so 1.50 4.10 11.20 11.20 15.50 
Valu,;(!?:,.) '61.00 11 6. DO 217.50 594.50 1605. DO 1605.00 2199.50 

-By product 

Quantity 4.00 z~sD- 3.5D 1 D. DO 33.DD 33.00 43~·0 
Valuo(Rs.) 180.00 112.50· 157.50 450. DO ·1420. DO 1420.00 1870. oo 

Mustc>rd 

Main product 

Quantity(Utls.) 0.32 o.so o.a5 1. 67 a. 30 3. 65 3.95 5.62 
Valuo(Rs.) 192.DO 300.DD 510.DO 1 Do2.DD 180.00 . 219D.~O 2370. DO 3372.00 

T.tnl production 

in va luo{ Rs.) 25652.75 128D9 .so 23890.DO 62352.25 775.00 3100.DO 19485. DO 23360.00 8571 2. 25 



T~blo 6.7: Use of fertilizer by villi.1gcr"s in r~aingal during 1982-83. 

Crops/Fertilizer · 
Gui jar-; Gaddi~ Total 

smn 11 Medium Large Avarago Small Mar1ium Largl'i Average nverage 

M,1izn 

CAN 

-Quanti ty(Kg) 4.17 2.22 2.93 18.75 15.00 5.29. 

-V ~ lue (Rr) 4. 75 1. 95 3.34 21.38 17.10 6.03 -.J 
N 

Urn a 

-OU" nt it y (Kg) 4.17 t 2. 44 1.96 

-Vn luo (Rc;.) 5.42 3.17 2.55 
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of the VLW for this circle is· c.t _qhcunba. Slch i·s the 

o fficin.l tr8atr!wnt given tu th:J,.s. area and therefore the 

ccnditi·Jn of the ar~f:. sh?Uld n•Jt cause r:ny surprise. 

Agricultur~l IrrpJ ements; 

The list of agricu~turcl implements used in Maingnl. 

is very sr:1~l( T1lolc 6.8) oncl a.ca made locally. These ' 

impleu1ents are m::.de t)nly locally. -!run is purchnsGd from 

market which is shaped properly by blacksmith, wood is 

taken frbm luc::Jl trees o.nd given suitable. shape by the 

famcr himself. iU though sone of thGse inrplements· can be 

replaced by inp-roved ·on~Js but due to lack of rep.:Liring 

facilities, tha S:JlllG have net becumu p upular. Tho local 

\vJ-'den plough is of v&.ry prirni ti ve type. Its wvrkiiig 

c3pacity and dUrability is very luw. The efficiency of 

othJr loco.l to.Jls and implements to) is no bettor. Because 

these ar0 lJcnJ.ly made 2nd J.;.sily o.v:U.lable, farmers are 

not vlilling to 1 replace thctn, These iL1plements c.re made by 

bl::tcksr.11 th who is p ai<l kinG. wu.ges at the time of harvest. 

Bosid8s r:u:u~ing ne\-i :implerr.t-:nts rap J.irz J.ro a.ls·:> undert::ken by 

C..,J endnr of Agricul turrJ <41e r:"'tj ®: 

Agriculture c3lenc5.J.r to~' af tho crops grown in 

1-bing.:J. is ::Us:J sirJpl;,:: 2nd brief( T2.bl~ 6,9). For any crop , 

a minilu:r:.1 of cp er.:1tijns are c:one. As stated earlier, maize, 

bl:;.ckgro.w CLre the Kh::.rif crl1pS end wheat, barley and mustard 

2-r~.: gr Jwn c:urinc; R:-1.bi se:tS·A1, :F.Jr :til the crops F. Y.M, is 

S:' rc::cl 111· tl1.:. f · .,, - b f ;t 
I:' ~ lG.J.as e ore p r~.:v w.ring • for sowing. sowing 

is d::.n(; ::ftcr on~ Jl' hr.J pluugr.J.ngs. In every case, seed 



- 74-

Table 6.0: Agricultural imple~el'lts h lJillage ·~urilllg 1984 

NJme of impl:3ment Use 
Al"l"roximata E:xpectett life 

,C1'13t · •.. (Years) 
English Hindi (ns.) 

. P~ugh H::!l P lcLghing so.oo .. 5 

Yoke Jung la -do- 25.00 10 
~-

. leveller Oa For levellin:; 15 .. 00 15 

H~e Nadani I nte rCt:~lttJre . .1 6.na 7 
(Hoeing & 

'· 
weedin':J z .. ~· ... ' ..... ...... . ..... 

.. ,.,. ............ 

Sickle(B 1g~' Dran,,. Cutting ft1e 1 woo 1!1 3(}. Mr') - -. 25-~-

Sickla{Small) Drat i. Harvesting & .. 7.00 15 
cutting gras-s ' . "' ..... ·-

Axe Ku lchar i To cut tree:J 1.5.!!0 30 
· (Jhountu) 

'. 
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is br:).~~c.lc2stud.. I-iJeing end vlGediJlg,. 011ce. on twice n.t. the 

n::.>st, is done Jnly i.."1 m-d:Zo • .A.ls·J,. .wh ... ~tever fertilizer is 

us~d, that to~ is for this cr::>p only. Tbus maize happens tv 

be tho only crop HrJ.ch rece~ive sJme .::.ttention; all Jther\' .:1re 

s Jvm and h:;.rvest~<l. lt:.ize is th0ir sto.ple diet. as well :J.S 

j_t is si vcn i11portence on thR field. It is however not 

kn•Jwn ns t .l which fact.Jr is tho coLls8 .end which one ~s the 

rosul t. 

Haize is sGvm in April d.::pend:i..ng on tho· rain cundi­

ti0ns. If thcr~ nte n;J ro.i.t.ts in April, th~ scwirig may bo '1 

dC'layt.;d till the beginnil:.g uf Hay. The best time for· 

sowing m:lizo in HJ.ing~J. is Hi cl-Ap ril, The maizo sovm 

during thj.s p eriud givos bottor yield cJld farmers need not 

~.url'.: very h1rd t::> weed :;11 t 1 :~rgo qunnti ty of grass which 

If th0re are late rruns ' . 

ther<.:; is invJ.ri:-l.bly:thG·:troub~e' but LYl' the case of· til:lely 

r:Urls the gra.ss gi'.J\vs in lesser qu::-ntity. Interculture is 

\Ii tb ti10: h~lp of n. SJ.J 321 ll::nc hoe called N adCl!li lucal1y, 

~·iher. thG c1~p is kn8e-his;h sJl~!e s Jrt of es.rthing is dJne 

t·Jpr;:;vid.e supp'Jrt t,) thepl:nts and for this oper:.ticm 

plsue;h is u~ed. This :;1)Crc.ti_,n h~s to be done very 

c:~~refully sCJ th~~t th..; crop is YJ.~)t upr•J'JtGd. This plougr .. -

ing ( c~lec1 Hc:lod l JCllly) hdps. in h..;al thy gr.::,lth of tho 

cr JP. The crJp is rc::dy f..,r ll.:.rvestin ~~ by the md cf 

:, JVc.:-•• b;::r. It l' s 1'·-~n •''a.· -~.J~· tn' s; ,,n., n. Th c b ' 
'"'·r"' • .... ~... G J s o.re rer:wvec 

.:ft..:r ::.bJut r~ \o~--~-:. Aft•:-r r..:;;...".JVi!!8 ti-... 13 C·Jbs :r.:1.::::.izu is. 



1. Preparatory tillago 

Manuring(f .Y.M) 

- T ima 
- Qu<Jntity 

Sowing 

-Time 

- Qu.>ntity 
- Mothod 

2. fertilizer applica­
tion 

U ra a - Qua nt it y 
- T ima 
• Methc1d 

CAN - Qu3nt ity 
-Time 
~at hod 

I nterculture 

-Hoeing 
-£arthing 

(H3lod) 

Hzrvest. ing 

Threshing 

Table 6.~: Calendar of Agricultural mperations. 

Ma izo 

March-April 

Maeh(Black 
gram} 

Mid May 

M8rch-April No manuring 
15-25 Qtls/Bigha 

Apr 11 e nd-f'la y 
stdrt 
3-5 Kr/8 igha 
Broadcasting 

15--21 Kg/B igha 
June-July 
t;ro::tdcast ing 

15-2 0 lta/Bigha 
July , 
Base application 

May end. 
Jute first weok 

May end 

6-8 Ko/8 igha 
8 roadcCJst ing 

October first week Mid October 

NoveDber 

Wheat f'arley 

Mid October Mid October 

Mid October Mid October 
10-15 Qtls/Bigha 8-10 Qtls/8igha 

first week of 
November 
5-7 Kg/8 igha 
Broadcasting 

10-15 Kg/Bigha 
feb.-March 
Broadcasting 

April end-May 
first •.!leek 
M3y 

Oct. last IJI88k 

6-8 I<!J.tE igha 
B ro<-•dca st inf) 

April end 

Mid Octoter 

Mid Octorer 
8-10 at ls/8 lgha 

Oct. last WAok 

1-1.S l<g/Bigh3 
Bro~dcr'lsting 

April end 

Moy 
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spread over house tops for G.rying for about 25 days :md then 

bGaten on the thresr.:ing flo.Jrs t:J separate grains. The 

grains s.re then stcreli. in 1 dh2.t1Chl.s 1 - grain stor~s. 

~ ... "' 

In Hningel, villagers use Snly the traditivnal 

llieth0us for storage of' tfJ.\.:dns.. Two types of containers are 
. -~-. :-~ ;" . . 

· ..• i • ~. 

used for the purp·Jso_ The bett~:;;r-offs store 1n wooden boxes 

made of r tun.' wood, ractunguler in shq> e having copaci ty 

' of 8 to 10 Qtls. wf grain. mm~~ 

~x~xhx~Hzx~~.xxf.l&~:.t It is claimed th['.t 1 tun 1 

H01d is bitter in taste :md prevents the entry of :iilsects. 

The seconl. type 'Jf CJnt2.iner is :: cylinclrical one made 

from sticks of :1 loc.::t.l bush r Nogoh:::l 1 finally covered with 

wd. This is called Dhandu W1d can contain 5 to 7 Qtls. 

of gr:lins. The seed is nlso kept in DhandU of SL'leJ.lcr 

sizes. 

Hhe3.t weavil( ghun), rice we:1vil( p athari) and grain 

mJtb( lada) are the mc.in pests of stored grains in the 
. . 

village, No loccl .or other method of saving the grain in 

storaee fron the insect ~~~~c is known to the fa~ers. 

H n rk otin g of ·p r:)dJl c ~g: 

Gljj ars in Naingal are not self-suffi.cicmt in 

fo,_;Jgrains. They buy oaize fro,-n the local shJpkeepers in 

Shil2.ghr:tt or ChaP.ba. Rice 2.n'1 other cereals are bought 

vCC2.si:.:nQJ.ly. Thus, the Clljj 2rs are nJt self-sufficient 

in gr::!ins 2J1ll hence th~re is n.J qucstiJl1 ;.;f LiJ.rkC;ting the 

r;:..--ccr•qu.-.-nt;•y.-..f0'r' .:· . th' r· 
--I.; ctw \, (..oll ..... II .J b .:111 s e:.r·jwfl .. ~n_. .G~ r . ~ el ds. They, 

iKr.vevor, ~>) sill nilk :::nil uilk pruO.ucts which have been 

cl~;;:U t wi ti1 t:lsewhcre, 
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fJl I!:\ AL HUSB AUDRY . 

H~ng:U is predomin:-nt.J.y L'1habited b;y Gujj·ars whose 

oJ.in occur 11tiJI1 i~. cc.ttle ro:-.r:i.ng. Li ~restock is of 

p :1r::.oount ir.p ort~ce tJ them. SG:::ll l:md holdings no 

fo.cili tics for ir~·iGc.tion, p:)Jr Suil etc. togethe'r render 

cr.:.:_:J rusb::nury unecun.Xlic in tho vil~age. Therefore, the 

·dllagors sup1~lc2:ent their incJme from e.niL1cl hu·sbsndry. 

In f::-.ct, p :trticul-J.rly for Guj j .,rs, a.nli.lul husbandry has 

bee-me priw2.ry sJUrcc:: of their incJoe, whereas the crop 

. husb.:mdry hc;,s been pusheu br.cl<:: to the secondry place. The 

. p c:ople 'keep nilch o..nioal s, guats, sheep :Jnd poultry for 

cc;eting th..;ir cwn demLnd as wcll as for comrnerciol purpose§ 

Cv\/s, buffoloes, .:;xen, goats t.nd sheeP constitute the 

li ve;stock popul:tticn ·Jf the village, Blllocks are used :Lor 

plotlghing .:m-..: CJ.rriage c:.t tha tine of migration. Mcle 

tuff.~c .:s :ra usti.l only for breGding. Sheep and goat 

p r·.>Vic:e r:l€2-t, 'IJC!...'1Ure, WO .ll, hcir and skin, all Of which 

being needGd in every hJusE.hold. GJats are considered 

useful f.Jr their milk as well. All the Miu5J.s contribute 

to the f1m yc.rd IJ::nure pit of the f2.rt1ers. 

The nur:ber of v~~riJus type of livestock possessed by 

ilij: :rs ~r.j G::.cl-.:.is i.'1 N~in821 in 1961 ()Jld at present are 

? r~.:sW"~ tt.C. in I:.J.ble 7.1 "t:here:u:: it is noted th3.t buffcl0es 
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.. 
I r Buffaloas 

2. Coc·Js 

"7 C~: 
.. 

'-'• 

4. :~~I.}C;; 

s. C'J<~t s 

6. PouHry 

Tctal livestock 

Your,gstock 

i."'b1.c 7.1: COiil;Ju~i~5on of liV8Gtock r;opuJ-"lt.;.o.-. in r•,-Jir,:,'Jl 
(19i..J1 and 1964) 

------ Gu iJ.2!.;.:_ _____ _ 
19~ 1934 ------------
217 271 5 21 22 ~ 

( 45 .s) (41.2) ( 1. 7) (L. a) ( 28. a) 

24 15 29 27 5'3 
(f -0) (2.3) (9.8) (6.4) (r.'J) 

28 49 2.4 ~8 52 
(5 .9) ( '( ,4) ( 8.1 ) ( !}. :~) (G.?) 
139 15'7 1 :o z:~ .~~_, 

(£9.Li (Z:).~) ( :fo '1 ~ (54,0) ( ~)Jo ' 
' I 

36 1 09 1 .,.] 'i'l3 'It;; 

(7 .5: (16.5) ( 37 9 I) (26.7) (18~' 1 ) 

33 57 '7 12 4 J 

(6.9 / (8. 7) ( 2.4) (2.3) (5. ) 

477 658 295 423 77/. 
(1LJ.J) ( 100.0) (1DJ.O) (100.0) ("'10 .. 0) 

N. A. . 19 N.A. 15 N .:\ • 

N.A. = Not available 

Notes figures in parenthesis are percentage to totnl num_ber of livestock~ 

292 
(27o0) 

~2 
( 3' g) 

,.~ .... 
(Li.2) 

·;r:q ' (:' ;; . 0) ··.J 
. \J.J 

L~Z 

( 20. 5) 

b':} 
( 6. 4) 

1 OBI 
( 1 00.0) 

34 
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.tJ.s·::>,~ the nw:b~r ::;1C. propJrtion of go~ts kept by Gujj ars has 

incr( 1sed since 1961. The G.:-.ddis, on the other hMd, scci:l 

to be h:1vine; a liking for sheep ::nd g:J2.ts. Ftlrth~r, sjnce 

196~ w'i th Gujj c.r h..llsehJlds the prup8rtion ::..f 9oc.ts 

incr~;:sed snd th."J.t ·Jf sheep d,jcn:n~sed. Blt rev 13rse tr~md 

is n~.~t..~u ~l--'~lg G:::~u~is. It r..o.y also be ::>bserved that since 

1961, the'numbcr as \lcll as tho proportion of every type 

of livestock except cm.;rs incres.s~d \vith the Gujj o.rs. It 

was 1\;::.rnt ~.:uring the field •.v.Jrk th:;_t the acceptance of 

buffalves r:s agai.'1 st CJws incr-:;:;.scd further \-Ti th Guj j 2.rs 

~s well o.s G:J.duis. This was rep•Jrtud to be so because 

p GJple fed c .m. vinced thc:tt ke.;.'Pin8 buffeJ..Jes is n better 

propusition econiJDic~'.lly; C:Jiv.s ~~re maintai.'led mainly to 

h1ve malo c·_~ ves to be r•.:;arec: .::::.s bullocks. 

In Jrd~Jr to h:~VO n bl)ttc;r picture Of the li VestDck, 

t~lJ <liff<.H'(;..'1 t typ as hc.ve boen c :m vortod to I cow units r 

( T:1blc 7 .2). Fiore the ir:portance of buffaloes with 

O.~jj ·.rs incrc2.ses further and sheep remain to be in the 

svCJl'ld pls.co. The si·cuiitL.~n T811la.ins unch3l1ged among 
• 

G..,.c:.d ~ '1S \vGll • 

.L:i V~;;s t,.;ck is c. r;;.s.:-urco to the people as well o.s 

In Maingal the 

pr..::ss:.J.re .f li vest;,ck( T&blc 7. 3) ·.:,n lJ!ld is observed t·J 

b.; r:Jru J.."l-Jnt;: Clljj "'~=·s th.::n Ga·-l~is. Tlri.s difference is uuch 

l(.SS i.:: tc;;rus :-.f ::-,., ... tu~l n,•l"'1brc'~", but ~ ~-w -- ~ ~ increases significantly 

c:'.lcul::tG-C:. i.'l Qt-·-,cl.-,ra1 c ·,;,r unJ.'ts ""' ..........,.,"- .. -.. -·· . Tbis is sJ because 
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Table 7.2: ProportitJn of different livestock(in standard 
cow unit) to total livestock in Maingal 

Gui jars Gaddis Total 
1961 1~84 19 51 1984 1961 1984 

1 • 8 u ff a lee 8 · 434 542 10 42 .444 584 
(75.6) (73,3) (5 .6) (16.2) {59.0) (58.4) 

2. Cows 24 15 29 27 53 42 
( 4. 2) (2.0) (16.3) (10.4). (7 .1} ( 4.2) 

3. Bullocks 28 49 24 18 52 67 
(4.9) ( 6.6) (13.5) ( 6.9) (6.9) ( 6. 7) 

4. Sheep 70 79 60 116 130 195 
(12.2) (10.7) ( 33. 7) (44.6) (17.3) (19.5) 

5. Goats 18 55 55 57 73 112 
( 3.1 ) (7.4) ( 30,9) ( 21.9) {9. 7) (11.2) 

Total 574 740 178 260 752 1000 
( 1 oo .a) ( 100.0) . ( 100 .o) (103.0) (100,0) (100.0) 

Note: figures in parenthesis are the percentag~ to total 

- Equivalent to cow units have. been assumed as: 

Buffaloes= 2, Sheep/goats= t, other animals= 1 as 

suggested by National Commission on Agriculture(New Delhi), 

'"'art IX, Chapter 42, sec ~ion 11, P. 137. 
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Hore . .-var tho cultiv:.te,Jl811d \-Jith Gujjars is rel::-.tively 

l0sscr. In th~ c::-.sc of nlillber of livGstock per c::xpita it 

ony be observGd that the figur~:; for Gujj c:rs in te~s of 

nctuJl number is, .almost half of that of Gaddis• BJt the · 

situr.ti:m· change_ when calculat'cd in terms of stand'J.rd cow. 

~its. This ._b,"'i .... usly 5.s becc.use of the ·fact thi:l.t ~<Thile . . 

· Gtlj j <:rs lc.y gre_nt ecrp hasis··on bu ffploe s, ~addis preferred 

to r.:aintain IJJre of sheep. 211d goo.ts. 

The pressure Jf domestic::::. ted o.nim:J. on the village 

rosvurces deserves tJ be r0quc~.~d tut wi thvut reducing the 

ir.c:.IUe of th(;l people. f<)r this tho only aJ.ternati ve is to 

improve the quali~y of the aYJ.iLl~s by ~hataver way if the 

ccnsiucred feasibly, tl:clmiGe:lly ancl uccep ta.ble ·to the 

p eJple. 

lira:~ the. ::..b)VC it c.ur:;rges that ·wfful.o is the most 

ir.p .)rt:mt 211im3l wool th o;.J,:;ng Guj j e.rs. No Guj jar house­

h.Jlu in !-~aing~ was rcportsd t:J be withJU t a buffalo or 

l~'Jbless. .All the 41 hJuseholds togt;thar kept 271 buffa-

1 J0s, the rJinir:,um 021ct mn.xi.mun m1.::1ber with :Jne household 

c..:::.~ 1 cnJ 20 r.::;s:~ 8Cti v·:l:' T:ble 7 .lj.). It n::ty also b; 

·Jbst.rved that size .Jf h0lding .:mG. thG number of buffr~oes 

D:".in t ::in12d a:\1 p Jsi ti"gely c Jrrel2.t8d despite the fact th1t 

n::; fuC:d~r crc..'Ps ::;.rc gro~.m ::.>n tho holdings. 

:<±15:-J. is pr8L.X:i.'1::l1tly inl1:.bited by Gujj::rs whoso 

Ll:.il~ ..:ccup :tti·.:Jn is ro:->rin3 ~,1' buffal,J~:;s o.n<l cows for milk., 

WniL .. th.:; J.b.J·;c givl:ll .;;t:.ti.stics :Jf such animals is 

i:.';_)r..:..3.:;i~;e tut th_~t chL6es ~-3 sJ..:n c~s 0ne kn .. .Ms ab::>ut 
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1.Buftaloes 

2 .Cows 

3,8ullocks 

4,Sheep 

S.Goats 

Total( in 
actual Nos.) 

Total( in 
standard 
cow units) 
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Table 7. 3: Livestock Pressure in Maingal 

~o: of livestock/Bigha 
Gujjars Gadus Total 

0.87 0.09 0,53 

o.os -0.11 -o.o8 

0.16 

o.so 0.97 0.70 

0.35 0.47 0,40 

1 .93 1.72 1.83 

2.37 1. 08 1.81 

No. of livestock/person· 
Gujjars Gaddis Total 

1.27 0.27 1,00 

0.07 0,35 0.14 

0,23 0,23 0.23 

o. 73 2.97 . 1.33 

0.51 1.45 o. 76 

2. 81 5.27 3.46 

3,46 3,33 3,43 
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Table 7.4: Number of Gujjar· .. tlou'seholds accrrding 

to land holding and Buffalnes possessed. 

· ,l;;lnd Area . 0-5 Efigha 6-.10 11-15:- .:16-20 T a tal· 
Bighas,. Bighas 13ighas 

';uf7::1o·~s 

2 
. ' 

2 

2 2 3 

3 "3 4 

4 4 2 2 8 

5 2 

6 2 2 4 

7 2 ~ 3 

8 2 4 7 

9 1 2 

1:-J ·1 2 

1~ 

16 1 

19 

20 

Total Households 18 15 7 41 

TotJl Buffalcas 80 109 62 20 271 

,;ver.J;o No. -:f 4.4 7 8.9 20.0 (.6 
5uff.J1oes/H.H. 
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the quality of those animals •. Cne of the chief reasons for 

the poor quality of c;nim ?J.s in the area is the system of 

breeding. Local bulls of poor quolity ·are used for the 

purpos .• The services of r. buffalo bull used to be availa­

ble earlier at Shilaghrat Vete!'inary CentPe but that was not 

popular, People are more f::;;;niliar about artificial insemi­

nation but the facility is not available at any place nearer 

than Chamba .which is 24 kilometers away. It was also learnt 

.that some of the people did t:1ke adva.'1tage of the facility 

provided by state government 5l1d purchased buffaloes on 5o 

pe~ cent subsidy, But those animals too were no better in 

quality. The \<!hole situation in the ruatter suggests that 

there is an urgent need for introducing animals, particu­

larly buff.Jl.oes of superior quality suitable to the agro­

climatic conditions of the area. 

FeeQjpg; 

Feed accounts for 6o to 70 per cent of the expenses 

incurr·::d in ma:L11 taining antm3ls for milk, meat or egg 

p rod.Uction, a.'1d form thE: most important part of livestock 

f aiming. ..:jll the cni1;;als of the vill~ge derive all their 

food supply fran plants. Because of the pressure on lend, 

crops are grown mainly for grains, the fodder being only. a 

by-product, The pl311ts are hG11ce allowed to grow to · 

maturity, with the result that almost all the nutrie.l'lts 

Pass from leaves nnd steo to the grain, and the onterial 

left ov.;.r for Use as foda0r i!:': poor 1!1 nutritive value. 
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The feed/ fodder gi voo to the animals to a great extent, 

dt;p~nd an seasonal vg,ri::~tion. Hilly grass and maize stems 

are stocked just after the r&iny sau.son and are used 'as dry 

fodddr dur...ns \·Tinters. .t~.s cr. ::pology to green fodder, leaves 

of sam~ trees ure fed. It was howevel gathered that most of 

the Qljj Jr households use unripe wheat plants as green fodder 

to buffaloes in milk. D.lring summer and rainy season, the 

· mimals d0pend entirely on grazing while in winter all 

cihir:w.ls are stall fed. Feeding of 3l1Y concentrate and hay 

are liiLi ted mostly to animals in milk. Guj jars are also 

known to be feeding mustard cal'l:e (one i~. per day) to each 

buffalo in milk. Sclt is also given to each of the animals 

twice 3. rr:on th • 

.Along:.With poor brs.::d.s, t:Jwther important reason for 

low milk yield of :;..'1imals in H.::tingctl is the extremely poor 

feed fdd to them. L'1 this regard it vlas observed that 

Q.ljj ars tcl~e :;., very short term view of investment in milch 

rniihal .• :eed. Proper feed •. 1hich is no douut costly, cannot 

le.1d a correspo..'1d.:ng increilse in milk yield immediatel~r. 

Blt because of some weak fin:-:nci.;;l position, the Gujj ars 

find it difficult to make inv.:;stment in giving good feed to 

nilch :nir1.al Hhich does not yield inn:1ediate returns. One 

w3.y of cr~..::..:~ing ttj_s lo:N' equilibrium position would be 

subsidiz::.tio."l of C3.ttle fceJ by tho government during the 

lll• l '-l' ~ 1 t·T .:- :'Ce> ~ 
.-I.. ..., "'~-o".:::J• The subsidy ruay be reduced graduilly c:.nd 

c.li::.i:-~::.t.::d :.J.lti:c.:..tcly, over o. period of time, the Gujj :1rs 

good fe3d to enim:J.s 

:-_-:d ·.~cilld 6r.:.d'1.:liy st::rt doing that ev311 without subsidy. 
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A ccnsiderable quantity of fodde!? is wasted 1n the 

case of o.aize steos due to thidmess and hardness. Every 

effort has to be made to utilize the fodder to the fUllest 

ext.;nt by chaffing. Hotar;v chaff-cutters 1n all such areas 

should be pupula.~.·iseu IJ,y u~v ... l;:.,,~;.~atir~g the use of this 

D9.Chi.,.ery .;md providing subsidies. 

li~lJ ... s)n g ~ 

PniDals toj have to be proViC.ed protection from rain, 

excessive.heat or cold ~d d~~pness etc. Facilities for 

resting are as_ necessary as thvse for feeding, vTatering, 

etc. If &iime.l houses are not hygienically maintained, me.y 

beccxne ·a s0urce of d~ger to the health of the animals as 

well as to that of persons living around them, 

The conditions of cattle house in the village are 

found to be very poor. Gujj ars C.o not have separate cattle 

sht:Jds. Their Kothas are divided :i.Yltemally into two parts. 

One p,_.. :-t::: --·1. ~-s used for animals and the other fc r ~i ving. 

The .:rr "Tlcls are tethered , .:.th vm.Jden pegs in the houseo The 

construction of house is of nud tmd stone. The roof! of 

In win t0r the snow is cleared c:.1 the same day. Gaddis 

households have separate cattle sheds from the 1:1ain residen .. 

tial houses. Courtyard ls u-:;:-;c~ for tethering cattle. 

wff3loes and other cattle u:' ~ ~:Jt lo.:>se during the day 

tine to tho pc:sture groun::::.. Peober of each f~Jily is 

required to attend. to the caJ.:tle les~ they should go 

~str:1y or daoage tho crops. i,here is n~ provision of 
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vcntil'l.tL.:n i..'1 the ilijJ ".rs tc'lses. DUng of anir1als 3l1d 

w ~.stt:. f,)~'.h.-r :r8 cle'lrec~ cJ.ily. · Tha cattla sheds are dried 

by spr·52.&16 trac leaves ~:110. crop by:..pro·,.:Ucts so that they 

.. :.:.,. n.Jt fe~ CJld. 

ThG p aople in Ho.ingal c,epGnd :;lmost wholly on thci. r 

o·..m YJl·J'•ileds"u .:'.1'1d ezperience ~'or tre:J.ting their anir18ls for 

::U.l t;yp os ·of ~lisc.:;.sas. Tho co;;J..lJl1 dise:J.se in the "~Jillr.:.ge 

:~rG ll~ .ii5esti Jn, br .. .ncbi ti..;s, fo.:;t G!1d I:DU th, Wounds, 

tr.::::.t~:cnt :;. vaterin::.ry 1lispun.s3.ry was est.:;.blishecl .J.t 

'lhGir .J\·m tra~tDt.:nt includes the use of local harbs 

"'""'·' c·-,, ..... ,n Ccn,.1;r • ..:lrts "n 1 c:-nJ."c-s _,.... )•.~ •• ...,. \.4.1-WI. .. d ,_ ...... '"'J:i •...; • In si.r;ple c:::ses, it helps. 

Ll'l c::.se th.:. cvndition is s~r:LJUS they tiili:G the 211iwRl to the 

v.;tcri.n::J.ry C.i.sp:.;ns.::.ry. Th~ v,~tJrin:::.ry dispens::ry being at 

:::.. l·..;l16 ~is tGl~Cu; it is not cjn vranien t to t:.ke th8 sick 

rur~ :.n pr"./Grs tJ Gx~ tu.t in :...:Jst such cases ths rJsult is 
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.subsidy on Livestock: 

Under especial p rogramrJe subsidy is p rovide·d to 

Gujj ars on purchase of lJUffaloes, cows and bullocks by the 

state C-.overo..ment. The rate of subsidy is 5o per cent of the 

total amount involved and the re.n:aining 5o per cent is given 

a.s lou"'l. This is uv3il:.ble only to Gljj ars and not to 

persons of other communi ties in the area. OUt of 41 
Gujj ar· households in the village 22· households made use 

of this (Table 7. 5) for the purchase of buffaloes, and only 

one person purchased a 'fair of bullocks under th~ scheme. 

The loru1 is provided upto PIS. 6,ooo to ilia'1tified families 

for purchase of up to two buff3loes. The benefits were 

reaped most by small l:.m.d holders. 

MjJk Yield: 

As already stated, the quality of the milch and other 

animals is poor ond the s8.l1le is reflected in the milk 

produced, .lU'l average bUffalo gives a total of about 1000 

;~s. of milk in a full lc.ctation spread over a period of 

about t3 r..1onths.. Thi:: ;'-!::!..";.:::.:~~ :!.s h2lf in the case of an 

avarage cow, the lactation period bewg about 200 days. 

The milk of goats and sheep is also used and the milk yicld 

in their case was r~.::--ported to be about 100 !lgs. and 5o l~s~ 

respectively in a full lactcttion period of aboo. t 180 day$. 

It was 2J.so gathered th:tt th~ best .buffaio in Maingal was 

yielding 8 res. milk per deS end ~hE: total yield dUring tb~ 

lactatio..'1 might touch the figure of 2000 fi{S• 
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Tablr.J 7.5: Subsidy availed by Gujjars on purchases of livestock. 

Subsidy on Buffaloes 
Time of availing subsi.~d~y ______________ ___ 

___ puri ng last 2 yeGrs More than 2 years 
No. of No. Amount %age No. of No. Amount %age 
house- pur- inves- of house- pur- invos- of 
holds cha- ted subsi- holds cha- ted sub-
avaiL-:;-.. ~d (Ps.) dy B'Jai- sed (Rs) sidy 
inQ linQ 
subsi- sub-
dy sil~y 

4 15000 50 14 25 7SOOJ 50 

2 2 6000 50 3000 50 

2 6000 50 

6 7 21000 50 16 . 28 84COO 50 

_______ . ___ S_ubsidy on Bullocks. __________ __ 
T i!DB 

Durin~;, 

last. :£ 
years 

of :wail i_D!)_sub s 1::;..· d~------­
-- --~1ore th<'l n ?_yp_8_.-;!';;.... ~~--
No. of No. A~cunt ~age of 
ho4se-· p~r- invested sub~:dy 
h0ld cha- (~) 
availing sed 
sub sid~' 

2 1200 :i8 

1 2 1?.00 5Q 

---------------- ----------

1..) 
D 

. I 
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p rocJ,uction ann !ltilizption oi' }jilk pnd MiJk Products; 

Milk prod:uctiQn is the main consideration with the 
~: 

p eopl~ for keep.ing milch animcl.s in this village as else­

~hera. S~o of milk is the ~a:in source· of income of Gujj ar 

households. · Poor quc:lity o~. 211imals coupled with the poor 

liua:.i ty ·of £\ .. c:d rcsUl t5 i:~ the p roclUction of milk \vhich is 

low in quantity and poor in quality, .. Gaddi households in 

general .do n_ot depend ori thG s8le of milk, they are also 

rE..>purted to be not converting milk into khoya. The p roduc­

tion 3fld utilization of milk in the village is given in 

table ?,6 which shows that average production of milk per 

household among Guj.j E:Fs is twice to that of Gaddi households 

in this village but the consumption is lower. This is 

explained by the fact that Guj ,jars maintain milch animals 

mainly for commercial purpose1 which is not the case with 

Gaddis. 

Milk produced by houselulds are retained by hhem for 

home consumption and the balance of milk is marketed as 

fluid D.ilk as fu.1.· c:.s pcssiblt:. Du..t·ing the period when 

Guj j :J.rs ni ~rate to the higher hills, ·the milk produced h3s 

no nark0t. The mil.l\: produ.c-:;d during this period cannot b,e 

stored for. late:- use or sale. Therefore, the only cl ter­

nati ve is to convert the nilk into various other product 

like ghc~ Dnd khoya which h(-<.Ve longer life and hence can 

be marl{eted lat~r. Dlring ·v~mters when stay at their 

par.J:;.ncrlt residenca in the village, milk is sold in fluid 

furn. 8.:1~?. of tlilk is r:1Jre pr•Jfita.ble than that of ghao 

·)r khov..... ,.,l bl 7 6 · th t "u. ::. e • g~ ves o de ails of the qunnti ty of 
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Tc:Jle 7.6: frnduction and L:tiliz3Uon ad milk and 
dlk r.;r,JC:ucts. in r~aingal during 1982-83. 

87195 2126.71 10470 1047.0 97·665 1915.00 

11052 269.81 3270 327.0 14332 

- PrccLssod 2S053 708.61 700 

65J') 

70.0 29753 

281.02 

583.39 

1050.59 

2. int::!l 3'-J·:JJ 
:::·rt... Juced 

j • T c t J l k ~o ~~:-:. 
p ... ocuc;:d 

47030 1142.29 

1523 37.14 

25 2.07 

1439 35.07 

2096 51.12 

76 1. 85 

2020 49.27 

27 

9 

18 

650.0 53581] 

2,7 1550 30.39 

0.9 94 1. 84 

1.8 1456 28.55 

2096 41.10 

76 1 • 49 

·2020 3~. 61 
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fig. 3; UTILIZ~TION Pf\TTERN Of MILK IN THE" VIL~GE 
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' ·,, 
'..... I .. 

-·--..1.-z-
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khoya 

111001 HOUSEHOLDS 

~li-IRKETED 

62.08% 

CONSU~O 

31.23% 

Processed for 
ghee : 
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.wilk p:rvduc~d 3fl~.i the qu:mtity of_ ghee and khoya produced, 

cons11:10d 2nd sold by Guj jar aD:d Gaddi hous \3holds in the 

village. With reg2.rd to the. consumption •.vi thin the familY, 

it is .:" JU.Ild ths.t in terms ·J.::"· milk, Glj jar households 

conslme J.b.JU.t 14 per cBUt, of their produ9tion while it 
. . ' ' . 

ccr!les to abvu·t · 32 per cent in, the case of Gad~.< is. 
. . 

It may be ·:>bserved furth;:;r that a~out 54 per cent of 

the r.1ilk p roducad was Ll.-::.rketod as such by Guj jars. This 

fiQJ.rc stands at 6 2 per con t in the case of Gaddi house­

holU.s. Tho qu:m. ti ty of lililk processed for ghee and khoya 

wa~ 4Joro in Gujj ars than Gadcli households. About 23.7 per 

cent of milk is processed for ghee and 9.6 per cent for 

khJya by Glj j o.r households. It ,.vas n~ticed that Gaddi 

households do net ccnvort uill~ into· khoya. Nono of the 

Gujj ars was f,)lll1d tu be ccnsw,;ing rill the milk produced 

( TCo.bL:; 7 .7) l . .Jhile half of tho Gaddi hquseholds were 

rep Jrted t.:> be J.oing so. 1\io of th-:: Guj jar huuseholds 311 d 

;,mt; c.h1t of G:::..ddis did not n roduce any milk at the time c f 

tha present SJ.rvey. 

Hain c_:nsUJ:Jing t~:;.rl~:E.t of milk prvduced in Maingal is 

Cll.:..cba. A very little qu<mti ty of milk is cJnsUL1ed within 

th~ villaga. Hehru at a clistcncG of nearly 11 kilometers is 

the C.)ll~;;ctian centre for milk of the Naingal and neighbau­

rirlg vill.::gss. Gujj ars bring their nilk to Rehru, from vrhere 

it is tr::;..'1sp·.Jrted to Ch:;.;1ba. The ~:mly oeans of trJnsporta­

ti.:.n ::v:-dls.tlB is the public bus. The other meCJls eg. jeep 



.;... 95 -

Tabla 7.7: Distributi~n of household according to 
utiliz3tion pattern of milk and milk 
products 

Utilizdti~n pattern of _r;,wjjars Gaddis Total 
milk and milk products No. or" %c::ge •· No. of %age No. of %aga to 

H.H. to H"H. to H.H. total 
totJl total 

--··-------· ---------
1 • Households co.nsumed 5 so.o 5 9.8 

total milk production 
at home 

2. Who consumed milk in 18 43.9 18 35.3 
housJho ld, markotr~d and 
processed 'Ghee & kho'yn 

3. Con's._;med milk in house- 3 7.3 2 20.0 5 9.8 
hold, processed ghee 

4. Consumed milk in house:.. 2.4 1 2,0 
hold and processed khoya 

5. Consumed milk in house- 3 7.3 3 5.9 
hold Jnd processed ghoe 
-:'nd khoya 

6. Consumod milk in houso- 8 19.5 8 15.6 
hold, mcrketed milk and 
pro co sse d g hoe 

7. C;nsumed milk in house- 2.5 1 2.0 
hold, marketed milk nnd 
procJsS8d kf!oya 

s. Consumn d in househ11ld <'.r1d s 12.2 2 20.0 7 13.7 
markc>tud milk 

g. ~o m1lk production 2 4.9 1 o.o 3 5.9 

Tate! 1 \lo. of houscho ld 41 1 DO. 00 10 1 oo.oo 51 100.00 



etc. were trioJ but h:;.d. t.• be ab3l1doned on economic grounds. 

Tha cr:.rriC!.g.;:; of railk fruL1 liain gcl is on human back in brass 

p :.>ts 1-.,cally c:lll8d 'Gag2.rs'. At Rehru the whole of mille is 

ccJ.l ~ct~d in big c;:m t2.iners of 40 Y~s. capacity. 

At hehru producers s~ll milk through traders or 

C-:;.ip -.;1·.:;.ti ve .S'JCiety. H2.j Jrity Jf tha p rJducers from Main gal 

sEJ.l their milk tc thci traders at Rehru, Th0Ugh a milk 

m:1rketing Cooperative· So.cijty is also functioning at Rehru, 
' . 

the producers p ref~:Jru the tr2.ders to it. This may be 

b0co.u se tha .traders art) olw:; .. ys ready to halp the producers 
-· ' 

finunci3lly whenever they ar,; in need of it. It is rather 

uncur&JJ!l thJ.t they are 0blig0d to sell their .milk through· 

traders because of outstwding loans. Sometimes a few 

vill:.gers purchase the 1:1ilk p reduced by other farmers in 

the villo.gu itself ['J'ld tllan · carry it to Rehru for sole. 

The traders vl8rG fJun:l to be purchasing milk at the 
I • 

rate ·Jf Rs. 2.4o per litor 11heroas Cooperative· society paYs 

Ps. :'. 9J p0r liter tJ it.s LJDb.::.r producers. The provailing 

Ghae is cssmtio.lly buttGr-fat pr\:,>pared by heating 

~'JlJ drying butter S.) th.::t the Doisture is cor:1pletely 

uriv~'1 off. Eutter has lul'l ke~:pi.Dg quality and po:Jr 

tcxt-.1r,;: :1.t 0r~in~ry ti::.up crat..ATe. It is, therefore, 

r;;u.~r:lly cxvcrt~d in.t,.:- gh13c, which is stGrlized in thG 

P r::: c .:~.s of 9 r'-''P .:_r~1tiJn ...,.r.ich resists spoil age through 
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ccn taoination by micro-organis:J.s or cheoical action. · Ghee 

pr·.)dUced by Q.ljjars is J.erived from bUffalo tlilk. Cow milk 

is utilized for making ehee to a lesser extent. 

The ghee is prepared by traditional meth:>d in th\: 
i 

village. In this method, curd is p rep.ared by seeding milk 

\Ii th p r-:;vi.Jus day1 s JJ..ab;l. or l1ssi. The dahi is then cmmed 

in brass vessels( Gagar) by vlooden cmmers for 30 to 4o 

minutos, the butter is fon1ed which is taken •JUt by hand and 

is later converted into ghee. The ski:ot1ed I:lilk(lassi) is 

conSUI:led by .G.ljj ars in the household~ This reduces their 

expenditure on food grains. The butter tms obtained is 

thqn . heated over a m8diur,1 end steady fire till the moisture 

evaporates completely. :rho product being allowed to settle 

for 2 to . 5 hours after removing the seurn famed at the top 

cmd then stored in g:tgnr in a cool place for two days for 

proper cryst3llization or grain fomation. The recovery of 

the fs.t is about 70 to So per cent of the total fat content 

in butter. 

About 23.7 per cent( 1'able 7 .6) of the total milk 

~r8dUced by tho Ciljjar h~1useh:)lds is converted into ghee. 

When the _Gujj ars I:iOVe to higher hills, they IJostly convert 

the Qilk into ghee. This is due to the reason that the 
fron 

towns are far ::.way ~their p ~sture and hence they are unable 

t::> carry oilk for a long rlistDnce. Blt sale of milk is 

t10re profitable than that of ghoe, particularly because of 

l·J'wGr f::t C<Jntents in the nilk p r·)duced, 

Gaddis als.J process oilk for ghee I!.lainly for hoc~ 

C.lnsUL"?ticn, G.ljj 2rs on the other hand, sell about 94 per 

cent ·Jf the tot:.;l ghoe p rJducecl by then. 
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Khoy:u 

Kh'JY3. is aparticlly desiccated milk pr.Jduct prepared 

by rr.pid ev.:1porati0ri · of·p::>isture, until the total solid 

c:;m+r.:nts·uf the product is 70 to 75 per cent. Khoya i9 . . . . 

gonercJ.ly pl'(;;';):::rcd by b_;il:!n6 ::.ilk in an open Pal!• During 

blUing the t:iilk is continu8usly stir.ced by usin~ a broad 
J •..•.. 

oetul ·spa~la, at the .s3Lle time ·stirrmg .milk solids wl?lch 

:1C.here to the pan,, Vigorours agitation causes n .certain 

cegreo· !Jf er.::ulsiflcatL.m of the f<:!.t.,resul~ing .in: unifon:t 

distribution thraughc.ut the milk. Heating and stirring are 

cJntinuE:d until the resul tir1g L:lass is dough ... like, and 

rep resents 1/4th to 1/6 th volume; of the oilk used. In the 

fino]. stJ.ges, the pa.fl is remJved. f~or.1 the fire and the heat 

of the contents is sufficient tJ complete the process. 

Kh.Jya. is used as c. base in the preparation of sweets. out 

uf total housGQ:Jlds- vf.. Guj:j <:rs 20 household( ~able 7,7) 

were: f...>Und t·:> be aD gaged in preparation of khoya in which 

0..'1c h-:;us~hold CJnvertcd t.::>til. milk into khvya. Generally 

Gljjnl conv0rtecl ab')ut 10 .;>cr cent of total milk produced 

1.'1 to khoy:t. 

ThG gh.ae und khoya produced are aCCUI:'lnUlated in 

sufficia'1.t .c;.u.~·ntities EJ1d taken _to Chamba for sale at their 

:;, i-.rn c ·.::1 v--'~"'~1. ence. Tn' ,, · f h d kh t - ~ .. u e s7e p r~ce a g ea an oyn a 

Ch:::;::b::. wartJ rop:Jrted t'"' hr::> 8.round F.s, 35 311d Rs. 12 per f.g. 
'. 
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JSheep Rqa ring 

' 
Sheep are unique a110ng domestic livestock, for they 

are reared for a variety of purposes and can be maintained 

under diverse envirorl.rllentcJ. C-.)nditions. Utilizing the 
' . 

uncultivable vmste land 2nd w'ceds from the fields, they 

cvntribut~ to the sustenance of man by supplying food and 

raw materiol for clothing, There is as yet no substitute 

for wo.Jl as a durable, warm and health promoting· raw 

product for clothing. Sheep are ·reared_ for wool, meat, 

oilk and skin, 'but seldom for oll at the same time, Sheep 

rearing is a relatively safe occupation as C<lllpared to 

poultr~ keeping ~d dairying, Besides it is not land 

based as much as dairying is, and is most suitable for the 

S41all land holders. 

Maingal fal~s under 11 Teuperate Hirnnlaynn Reg1Jn 11 and 

has a charactt.:ristic postoral, aspect, The steep g~Jrgeous 

hills rising from the plains, afford grazing facilities at 

different heights during tile year. The Gaddis who are 

engaged more in ..,heep rearing take their sheep to the lower 

plJins 2.hd 11ove to higher clevativns when required under 

cert.::tin conditions of grazing ond rainfall, 

Sheep rearing is th~ aain source of income for Gaddi 

h~:;uscholcls in the village, Sale of progeny and sheep 

penning are two activities tho.t nlso contril:llte to :i.ncooe 

frJDl sheep ·rearing. Tending 6f animals is done by met1bers 

Jf the. h::>uschold. 1'hcy <J.r(: i3.:merally maintained on 

gro.zing (.mly, th~r~fore other costs involved are insisri~­

ficJ.nt. She(.'P are genc:;ralJ.y taken to wa.nner nlace!-1 du_ring 
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winters. Tho inc ;:no fron sheep milk is very n:Jrninul as the 

uilk is genarclly left for tho off-springs. Whatever 

11 ttlo amount ~f milk is p roc1uc0;.l by them, is ccnsuraed in 

The nom9-llife-s-p:n of sheep is abotit 12 yearst but 

l,:;ccl.pe0pl8 ·prefer to liait it ·to about 8 years, On 
.i 

; .. 
Enquiry 1 t wr1s notic'ed th::tt it is not econcmicDJ. to main-

tJ.in the C'JlirJcl. l~ter as the r1nrginol increase· in its body 
I ) 1 f I 

weight is nut GC0nvmiccl c.ftcr attaining this ago.. After 

this age the oniwa.l is culldd out :mel sold or slellghtercd 

fo.r f2J:lily CJUSUinp tion. The L1o.j ori ty of thG progny, 

excepting the fc:w suitable for breeding, are sold out for 

thE.ir mutton. AlthJUgh sheep, irrl)spective of breed to 

wrJ.ch they belong ara often reo.rod under di vorse climatic 

r.nd agricul turJJ. condi ti0ns, the transfer of a p articul:J.r 

bro€<.1 fr..n one lJcali ty to another involves considerable 

risk. She~'P a~"e accustc.ned td living on grass and forage 

of rl. p :1rticul:J.r loc3li ty nnd are resist:mt to certain 

Pe+tasites md diseases fou!'ld thcrG. Whm trnnsfered to . . 
new aron.s with chcngad conditions of foJd and clil:late, 

they nre unable to withstand the L1etabolic imbalance at:1d 

th~J ill effects of ne'i'l parasites and diseases. El.ocks 

r=J..iscd in r.reo.s with co.up:~.rJ.tively heilVY rainfall are. 

n:>t adversely affected when trGnsfered to drier regions, 

bu. t vice-vers:-. C'JUld be dis~str'JUs. 
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Feeding of she~: 

Sheep possess a sp·ecial ·ability to survive on natural 

grasses, sl:mrbs and fare \'l<.:stes, While cattle have often to 

be stall fed with fodder ~:.d concentrates, sheep can thrive 

on waste land and residues of the fields. lii th their small 

muzzals ond split upper lips, they can nibble tiny blades of 

vegetation which cannot be t:J>;:en by. bigger animals. They do 

not camp ete with other fam li vestocks unless maintained in 

lo.rge number. They chevl the food more throughly than cattJ.e. 

Sheep generally prefer tender grel'Il material with a small 

propor-tion of moisture~ Haintaining sheep on concentrates 

is not the natur8l method. ~cessive feeding may result 

in lack of tone in the digestive system. 

SheP ring of Wool: 

The fleece protects sheep from cold and serves as a:n 

insulation against heat. The shearing should not therefore 

be carried out at a time ¥Then th8 H·eathE:r is hot or very 

cold. Chilly winds accomp ::1nied by driving rains and/ or 

burnL"1~ heat of the sun will ruin thG health of newly 

shon1 sh...:;ep. There is a considerable stress on the vitaJ.:1J..­

ty of sheep after shearing, ril1d unless they can obtain 

nutritious grazing, the grov1th of -v10ol may be seriou£1Y 

ret;;.rded and 2. set-bncl~ r!lay occur in the health of the 

noel~. It is a good p rncticc. to shea.r the sheep irnr:wdia­

tely [tfter winter, ·when. sufficient e;razing is availab.le 

in the fields. 
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shet.t> is she:1red t'uice c:. yeJ.r-sep tGlllbG1" end February 

r.:ontl:s :1rc rJ.ost L·.volln•.ol·:~ f:Jr it. The wool is cut with 

scissors u :>.da by locJl blc.cksr.i th. Before sh~aring of wool 

ti~c w:1..; :.p is b:.:Lthvd with cold water for rCIJoving/cle811ing 

c.lUst CCC. ~d 'v . .- tied. le~s, th0 St1G~:p is lliade to li0 on 
' 

::bout 200 @Js. of ·wool in on-:J cutting. ThJ first wool of ... 

l::UJb is considcr~d to bi:) of fine: qu,:Qity thJn the later 

Unlik...; oth-.;r ruLlin8ll ts 1-:l:dch ho.vc a static hairy co~~t 

~hJC.'P continuously grow 1-rool-us(;d for thG production of 

co3.rs0 or fin0 cloth. Th0 \.Jo·--1 CJJ."1 be clippt:cl once or 

in liQing.u shi;l-;p is sho:.:.rod only tv1ice a ye2.r. On on 

si1.;.;2.ring. A lt.r.;o p :rt -:Ji' v:uul is conslli:I8d locoJ.ly. The 

Gaddi h::-usci1~.1lds of tlus vi...llr~s.c C:.-:::1 nJt sell wool( Table 

7 .8) -:t :~11 ".nc.1 us:; it f·,r '·rc,_·~·Ji...ng blonl~ets :nd cloth for 

!1ll:lb0r jf sl:e~.-1), bat still h:.vo sonG Lr:J.rketable su rplas of 

L'.biJ sh:·,\s th.-.._t -'Ol''t "'lOr fl"ftl1 . f th t ·'-~ 1 u 1 - j. .I.A. ·.JH..:;.. J • l,;; .. l.~l,.:.:..L ..,:)') 



• 113 -

Table 7.81 Utilization pattern of wool and eggs in 
vilbgo during 1982-83. 

Guj jars Gaddis Total 
Ut ilizat ion Tete.! Per hou- Total PGr hou-se T ota 1 Per hou-aa 

sehold hold hold 

Total wool 84.80 2.07 . 120. 00 . 12.00 204,80 4,02 
production(l;gs,) 

- Consumed 67 .so 1. 65 120. DO 12.00 187 .so ~.68 

- M3rketed 17.00 0.42 17.CO 0.3( . 

T ot21 egg 5040 122.93 600 60.00 5640 110.5! 
production(~os.) 

- Consumed 1230 30.00 300 30.00 1530 30.00 

- MJ.rketad 3810 92.93 300. 30.00 4110 80,59 
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f·; ~ :r.:J.ns, f1·JUr 8tc. ;:.ft~~r stitching into bags. This 

,1:::.s t~c ·~nJ.y usc Jf this by !A"',_:du_ct till recently. 

prcpQ.r:1ti:.n c.:nc~ C.ryi.l13 ~f skin is 2l1 :,rt by itsolf .::nd coJll 

f::-r fhr t-Jp · :L'1 thl..! vill~.;:;:;, C8r1~~'.in l:::.r.1b skins .fetch bott~r 

iF~Ylllg it.~s th,: L.utL;l-;. tb:,t i:r4:rrg ·thJ n:J.XiLmD returns. 
" ... 

To thL; i tL'1~,ru.ting shct)llcrd r. :.:1 l.::r~b r:ncl tho discrtrdod 

cwos :-.r~ his \·r'1]_king b~llt~ Dlrine th~ discussion vi th th) 

vill.::::.g..;rs it w~s lc::::_mt th'-:t tl.i.0 CtjDsU.LlptiJn of LcJ.t is 

ThJ cssunticl G.iffG-
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qu :;n ti ty ::-n~ qunli ty 0f 2.:..\D:;.t is ju(~r_:;c;<l by feelint; the rurJp, 

loins, l~>::s ~H:: sh..,ulC.::::..", th0s _, b~ins tho oain areas for the 

::;r.::\;+h of ;·msclas ·.Jf thJ bu:.J.y, ~::.n~.1 thore arc. seen bcttc;r in 

i:J ,, stJ 0ci:J.l c::tro is t,-]{Jl in tho sGloctiun of a L:D.e 

for broedint:; ~J. thc:r~forG tho neti1ocl f:>llowod fer bre~;;Lling 

··~·"nt cr·,ss br)_,~m' .1 of M...,r;'1'' L •• v ' '-' t;;._. :1 v .-·••~• ~ '-' ::-Jld 1'-'ccl eve is ga.ininc:; 

L~ruuncl gr.'lc1unlly. For this Ho.:cin~J r .. "r.:s 3.re introeucecl on 5o 

p ~r con t subsidy by tho H.P. Do;_F~rtuont of .min:W. HUsb:ndry 

to ir.1p r::;V€ the: lJcJl br~GL:. ill t th~ ra.tu of r..coption of 

ci'Jss-brocd l-L1rinG in thu vill·~ \vc.s very low. 

Th;::: GY:.t is ::-. vors::t:Llc ~ninol. It is lmown as the 

1 j_Jvor L1C'J1 1 s Co'-':' , G ):-tt. c:::n b:J k:;;p t vri th li ttlc exp ens c. 

gJ.r.sinJl or unl.ul:J.l~illt; l;.J~(~ • .s, unsui t:::ole for othc.;r types of 

li Vr:;stock7 n:.y be Us~c: ::-112 ,:my inc.xp cn::;iVe shcl ti;r will be 

suffici~mt tJ this .:-nL:.;l. Go"'!.t uilk is che:;p, wholcsor.w, 

u:::tsily c::.i;3estibl.:; .:1:,2 nu.triti.Jus, It is recow.::..tntled for 

us0 in peptic ulc~r :nc is J.:·rt;_forr8C. tJ C(.>W uilk in .tivcr 

-:isfuncti_n, j .::1.m-2ic(;, il1s<1.1inL:., otc. Go:1t is ro:r(;<J. by 
, . . in · 
uJth th~ C~!LlLunl.tl.~s,Ltht; ville.> .. ..; 1Jut th11 o.vorJ.g<- ntl.:.lbcr of 

~Y;.ts p ,1sscsstJJ. by G:1l2.~i housc.i1~1L1s w .:ts ;_1:..~ro :1s c:x~:~ 'lrGd teo 

J.lj j :1r iL~usch::;l-.:. On ~l nvc.r~:.:.;(. ::1. i.P:tt yields o. 5oo r~s. 
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il 1 • ... l i- t' . . .1 • little ::;.J..J1.lllt of··" ..... :./;: 1S pr·.K.UCQ._. uJ D0IJ, 1S CJDSUI.lCt .. ; ln 

ting bucks i3 'JhJl th~.;y nrc six Dunths :>lc:. Cast~r~:tL.~n 

i:::t;>rJV\.)S th<J fl~sh cf .2~.ul t :JLlck, 

F xultrv 1\0LilliPg 

W.jj 2-rs th~ G~~:is in th8 ·villc:.t:;u. Pou~ try fJ.n.~ins is 

;,: cr C'..J1. t 

such ::s !J.:-.r.::iJ...:~ \.n· fcsti v::'.ls, 



Chap tGr ... VIII 

HIGH.4TIQ!l 

Intro(luction: 

In proinC:nlstriJJ. socicti . ..,s, scdentry p:-..storc.liSLl or 

rmching W:J.s r:J.th& rc;.rp. L:.m1~ that is rich enough to 

support h~rcls inuefinitGly will yio.lll far noro output if 

;zi ven to crcp s. Howavor, usil1G the uobility of herd anir:1nls, 

pastJrc.lists crm c.<.'bpt to us.rDinal areas by moving as concli­

ti vns cicta.te. Th:'lt is why th·.~ past,)rJlists a.rc als:) often 

nono.clic. JirL)thcr rcnson rost}onsible for tht:ir nigrutory 

h::::.bi t is th::::.t by Dovin~ they c8!1 ~lnint.::tin their political 

1111 ton::oy avon ui thin th.:: b,Junc1arios of hi,::;hly orgQ!lised 

st<:~.t~.;; b.;JQUrocr::.tic systoG, Faruing using _C.OL1csticc.tod plants 

.:mil o.nL~J.ls p r.::cc~.~ded th:1t specialised pustor3lisw.. Mixed 

c~r;.;u.;;hts, crop failures, Llisea.sos cnJ. other natural cJl.WJi-

tie:;s. li."' the hurc!s died ~~f t;.D cpicctlic, th,.; crops w~rc 

ther-e; if crops. L'ilGu, th0 anin:us coulcl p rovic:c tho food. 

In other worcls, the Ji v6rsificLtiun p rovid0d the reserves 

noccssc.ry to fnce ·nuctu.2.ti!Jns of f(nd supply 1."'1. any urea. 

SUch a stratGgy is still coc.uJn in !J2nY parts of Africa, as 

vroll as il1 EUrope :JPC Nii.lc:le Enst, particulo.rly in nountcin 

Vo.ri2tiJn in indiviuu.::Q h:Jusohold ec ne>nic .:nc! socicl 

strntc~;ics nrc sk(.;tchoC. v;::-ry cll;o.rly in. cvor chcnging C;J.:.lpo­

sitivn of C::'Dp group :-.nd in in~:ividunl po.ttorn of r.1ieration. 

- 10'7 .. 



- 108 --

S..IJe :intliVi..:U3ls - as t;;.J:..nG 1-J,-._ve'j o <'lh1 Kosinoj ong for 

ex~Yplc L:J.y w-JVG frcquantly J11G yc::~r c.ncl b0 largely s~:;c:entry 

Y~ruks of Turkey .. ~]:;,.y IJDVG e:-,rly in tho springs to p:tstu.-

CJ.tmJt o.fford the risk. Thuy novo l::.ter on. 

::n•,, thus dcu:nc~s c:xtc:.11siv~ utilis.:.ti.:m of ptlstures. Tho 

vill:tgc en~ surrou.nuint:; lJcelitios h:'..V\; linit~J p:~.stur0s 

::nu h.:..ncc. liL.i t~cl supply :)f furlder.. This non-J.Vnilnbili ty 

hills, c:J.lcl. 1 Dh~rs'. Th0 inh~tbit:tnts sti1.rt ;:1igr.1tint; to 

Dh:rs in ~IP ril enc1 or Hny st:1.rt. Diff ~rcn t f:::JLlilics 

CvLi:.:;('nly visited aro Sakri, Iv1 ·:tl.wh2r, Gcdchcm, Chola, 

p~:r;_)l-:; h2.ve to cross v.~rious str..;;cu:.isjnulluhns which ::tr~;.; 

S,:lJJn khJ.d, Kdhloh kr~::-;.cl, Jul:::h ld10,d, Hc.:d l~hc.d :me: Ch':'J1jU 

k!::;.(. Tho l:1st Jne is sufficil:ntly c~sp to c~csorv(.) 2. 

briC.i~ ·r~r.ich is th~re \vheru.:.s :111 Jthors c:n bo crossec~ 

' . .Ji th_,l;. t the. hcltJ :Jf briCiG •. jJ.l the fcDily Lieubors except 

-,~," ur .. \., -,1·' -· c.r ·1,y 'r l ·1' 
-'"'·'"' "'''-' .... --•1-' s.~•s J cu L.r::n ·Jr invnlids ::>rprc,_;n:ll1t 

•-·"'·-···'' ·"rc l·ft b '~· , · t· ,.,;,., " """""' V. • ~- ..: t: L:..lll C. JL {l C; 'u .. .J...L i.l::; C • 
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" faiJilY ua:lbers who are ··1~ft ·behind LaY b8 fulfilled. Tho 

rou tc t.j tho Dh2 rs is ku tchq. c..rHl rcuains without ::ny sort 

of u;:.:i.n ten~'1co. They pass thrCJugh thG villae;c Ainpukhnr 

:-;.t o. dist:::nce ;Jf [l.b:mt 20 K:.:s. DnJ other SL!all villages 

onrou to to D.h:1rs il1 Cburah tehsil • 

. . ' 

ThG Gujj c:.rs stc..y for dJout 4-5 oonths at Dhnrs 

c.uring their nigration. This is qui to a lon13 p criod DXlcl 

nec<.lp 311 housGhul(l s~:.C.:s f~)r sust:d.nc:.nce. The. nbcossary 

h:.~usohold u tonsils· along vJi th bi::; '8~gors' antl 'karo.his' 

arc tr.:kcn · ::tlon g. ·The l:.tt;.;r o..:cticlcs o.re usee! for n~ing. 

ond storc...:;o of gh0~,;. .t.\s th.:;ro is n·J narket for uilk in the 

un-inh.::.bi t~d Dh:."'.rs :'.Pd tll~-.;y sc.;ldorJ consutrti 1t ther.1scl ves, 

all nilk proc~ucc<..1 is converted into e;hce ·and lo.ter on sol_d 

n 0cess ~ry p rovi si Jn s as will. All this p ernp hom eli ::1. is 

loetc:'.oC: on bullocks 1 bo..cks tnu tr::msp Jrt~d. It is alr.wst 

unlikely th:~t p rovis.ions broueht in th0 beginning would lo.st 

thGir .mtire · stc.y •. hcnc~ on0 person h:J.s to be sent bnck to 

Shil;-1.:_:hr~.t to purch:lso "l1l~ rcJ.:·lw1ish tho requireJ p rovisi-JO.s. 

The visit is~ilsu utilizou for sellins thu gh~e ~~d khoya 

proc:UCCL~ a~ the Dh::.rs. 

ni fficultiqs: 

During th\,; l'~;nc j .)umcy Jn fo.Jt tJ Dhars, which 

iJJ.clui.lo c:.m tinu JUs c:n( sto~J c~sccnds unJ umJ:m:::tgao.ble paths, 

sa.i..:tilJcs parsons f::!ll ill. ThJUGh n few Guj j nrs keep 

ccrtdn b::tsic uoC.::icincs with thGLl it is not always p ossibl~ 
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to tro.:t p~tionts cnroute, If it is ;:t r:J.in.::>r illness tho 

j .... ~u.rncy is c-:mti.l'lucd but if aiJ.ncnt 'ldV2J1Ces or is of 

serious·n:J.turo, tho pc.tioot has to bJ returned back tu 

H:dn6~ tt~hGre he/she ccn r~.::;t pr.::>porly. SotHi;t:ines the 

p rvblul of illness olso crops up 1n CJ.s~ of livestock. 

Gcn~rilly, tho problc..;s · aru of C'Jns~~g poisonou~ we~ds 

::>r of tircC:nuss. Th(j ccnsun:; tiun Jf p Jisonous weeds· qnd 

ccrtc.in ,;thJr ailr:wnts arG. tr;ntod by thGO by feo<Jj.ng the 

ail:in 3 :miwals c8rtJ.in loc::J. herbs, thci r knJwledge about 

which is tr:J.tlitiJn3l. Tirt.:cJnE.ss is tr;;;utod allowing needed 

rest to tho o.ni1.1als. Th.3rJ o..rJ also JthJr problGJs fc.cod 

by th~..:;::.l durinG r.1igr:1tion. Cort:u.n .respondents s::l.id thc.t 

they c.rc h:J.rruseu by for~st jfficials Guring their transit 

211..:. stay. Bl t they Jon' t fc.ce :u."'ly difficulties frCJO henl th 

.-:nc. oth.:..r civil au th.Jrities. 

s.-,J P ~,r:,~ Purch~~o <?f Liygstocl:: 

Cllj jars nlso cn13age th8tlscl ves in tho sale 2Jld 

i::urcll~S•3 vf .rn:i.Duls c'llrin~ oic;rntiJns. fut this is r3.thcr 

r:;.ro. S2.1..:: is generally r~,;;sort.:;c~ lU1ller distress, and 

;urch::se Jnly v:h,:n 2. p ~rs,.;n h:ts GnJU8h cash vTith hin. nnd 

tht: b.:-~r;;:U.n is at throv-i.l.·t~:J.y il rices. They r(;;turr .• b.r-~ck to 

their n:'.ti ve plc..cc ~yti:._:e t:Uring septeuber. 



Chapter -IX 

. 
. Gujj ars, believed to have originated from Guj arat, form 

one of the important tribes of Hinachal Pradesh, They are. found 

in ·six districts of the State, Chamba having the largest. Gujj ars 

b0lung both' to Huslim as well ~s Himdu religions, the former being 

dominating J.n number. They are mostly nomadic, and at certain 

places semi-nomadic too, They migrate during summers to higher 

hills in search of fodder, which is abuncient there ~ring the season. 

This.'-s~dy envisages to study the sQcio-economic canditi.ons of semi­
settled GuJj ars, who migrate seasonally,· District ChaPJ.ba was 

selected for the study on the basis of its having largest percentage 

of 1Yl'~ls1. im Guj jars~ Village Haingal was selected purposely. because 

it is predominenUy inhabited by Huslim Gujj ars. Moreover this 

village had been studied by 1961 ce.YJ.sus and the report could help 
in cqmp aring certa:in aspects, 

Ham gal, situated at a height of about 7 5oo ft. above NSL, 
has a cool wheather throughout the year, It is yery poorly linked 

with other parts of the area, It can hardly boast of any basic 

amenities except a primary school and recent electrification a A 

few facilities like post office, civil and veterinary dispensary 

etc, are located in Shilaghrat, about 3 ·KL:ts. down hill from-

The ·population of village is dfstributed among 13 haPllets 

hav:ing 41 households of Gujj ars and 10 that of Gaddis. The 

popul~tian.of village which was_244 in 1961 increased to 344 
dur:ing 1984. The GuJ jars dwell in very filthy houses Hhereas 

c,.. \<Jt:U.lings of Gaddis are COiilparati \&lly cle~er. The sembers of 

both these CCDliluni ties cen be differentiated from their dress 

c:.s well as physique and conplexion, Their standard of l.i ving 

1::s 'lUite low and as ~"llch they possess very few oode;n durables. 

- 111 -
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Large varia.tiCA'1S exist in the family composition of 

Qlj jars end Gaddis.- The farner generally have nuclear families 

with larb"'r average fm11ily size whereas ·joint falJilies with 

sr.:aller far.1ily si4:e· is t~e general· rule among Gaddis. · Sex 

r"'ti0 is also higher ::uJon.:., Gujj ars. They also have higher birth 

rates. Literacy 'amongst Gujj ars is low. It is only recently 
that they haw~- started sending their children to school~ 

Though the Gujj ars are engaged in agriculture, a:nirnnl 

husbandry, vTe::1ving and wage ec.rning in non-agricultural acti;_ 
vities but cm:iJ:nal husbandry is theirmain occupation. Gujjars· 

being traditionally cattle reares, lay more importance to this 

vocat:.an. The proportion of workers engagedin multiple 
occupation is more ru~ong Gujj ar households as canpared to those 

of Gaddis. Thismay_ be due to higher productivity of indivi .. 
dual occup atian cu;1ong Gaddis •. 

EconOIJy of the Guj jars· depends lare;ely on buffalo rearing 

The Gaddi households earned more income fro11 agriculture ( 45.3%. 
of th~ total.incame) than those of Gujjars (21.2% of the total 
incaJe). Disparity in income distribution was found to be 

· hi6har a::rong Gujj ars than Gaddis, This is rJainly clue to diff­

erential leV:el of production _resources a.'1d their prodUctivity. 

The study revealed that: indebtedness is very W.g:: ·· a11ong 

Gujj ar households. During 1961 every Gujj ar household was under 

debt whereas only three household of Gaddis in the village 

were in debt at that time. On the other hand, out of 41 Guj jar 

hottsehalds,. only 11 \vere reported to be so during the presen~ 

survey. Gujj ars borrow::;d money froo money lenders for the 

purchsst: of ration, anit:J.alst etc. They also borrowt. .. L1oney from 
fria1d.s 2nd, relatives, Finance fro11 banks. is not popular arnong 

vill:..;;;ers due to their ignorance about the procedure CJPd 
sit.1ati.on of the Ba.Ylks at Chaoba which is far off. Interest as 

hi;h :!S 7 2 p erce.r. t per annum was ~ep.?rted t:J be paid to the 
uoney ltanC:crs. 
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The productivity of agricultural crops is low and there­

fore agriculture is not economic in the village. Higher 

altitude oi' the place, lack of irrigation facilities, small. size 

of holding, poor fertility of soil, negligible use of modem 

inputs are the main factors for such a situation. Net area 

sown in the village· incre(lsed fran 4•33 percent during 1958..63 
to 6, 21 percent of the total area during 1978-83; the remain.­

ing being under fo!ests, and pastur~s and grazing. The systan 
of leasing land is not practised in the village due to non­

remunerative nature of agricul 'b.lre. It was also observed that 

the average land per household is lesser among Gujj ar. families 

than Gaddis and thera is no cl~ss of landless in the village. 

Because of high .altitude more than one crop :in a year is not 
possible. Maize is the major crop of the village accounting . 

for more than 73 per cent of the total cropped area. The only · 

other crop of Kharif is mash. During Rabi season, wheat, barley 

and mustard are grown. There is no fodder crops grown in the . 
village. Generally maize is grown during Kharif and· the field 

is left fallow during Rabi, Intensity of cropping an the· farms 

of Gaddis was reported to b~ somewhat higher· than 'that of the 

fanns of Qlj jars. This is due to the. reason that Gaddis are 
traditionally land tillers whila the Gujj ars acquired lands only 

recently and the lands with. the later are of :inferior quality. 
However the yield rates of all crops on the fanns of Gujj ars 

are higher than those of Gaddis. This is explained by larger 

use of F. Y.M. the ava1lab~ity of which is more with Gujj ars. 

The per capita: annual production of grains among Gaddis is 
about 1,65 Qtl. which is laroer than Gujj ar hoUseholds 
( 1.05 Qtls,). By-products of the crops are fed to the animal3 •.. 
There were no marKetable surplus with ony of the households .iu 

the Village. Villagers use only traditional methods for 

storage of grain. Wheat weavil (ghun) rice weavil (pathari} 
~no grain ooth (lada) are the 11a.1n pests of the stored grain 
in the village. 
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Use of nodern inputs l~e HYVs seed end fertilizer is 

insignific3l1 t in the village.. But F. Y.H. is used in plenty. 

A:?;riculturil..iwpleraents used. i.: Haingal are m~de by lo~Dl 

bl~cksr:;i trJ. who is traditionally p :J.id kind wages at the time of 

harvest, 

A'1imal husb31ldry is the ila.m soo.rce of income o:f. the 

villagers. The people keey uilch nnim81s, goats,, sheep and: 
' poultry for meeting their own de11:nd as well as for coDJ:Uercial 

pUr:)ose. Cows, buffaloes, oxen, goats and :sheep constitute the 

11 vestock population of the village, Buffalo is the tJ.ost 

1nportont ani.Ll::.J.. for Gujj ars. Hhereas Gaddis keep J?Ore number 

of shAep. The study reveals that the nunber as well as the 

proportion of every type of livestock except cows increased with 

the Gujj ars during 1961-84. Cows are 11ai.iltained r:Jainly to have 

u3le calves to be reared as bullocks and to be used for ploughing 

:nd carriase at the tine of Digration,. In Mamgal the pressure 

of li vestack on land is observed to be oore · araong Guj jars. than 
. t • • 

Gaddis. Tr~s is so because ~he.Gujjars have lesser cultivated 

lanC:. th:m G:;..dciis. The breed of t:ilch and other animals is 

·ind1genous, One of the chief reasons for the poor quality anirlals 

in the ·vil~age is ~he prevcient syster.1 of breeding, . Local bulls 

of poor q1.1~lity are used for t~~e purpose, The people are aware· 

about the c.rti.t"icial in se.uination but the facility is not 
_:1vill3.ble neaf'ljy, 

D.lring s1.l.l:iller and rainy season,, the aniwals depend enti­

rely on -:;re.zing while in winters th~~ ~~~,stall fed. vJinter feed 

is of qrr ~rass and as an apology to green fodder, leaves of 

. sor:c trees 2.I'e fedo It was gathered that nost of ;the Guj j ·ar 

ho-:.1scholds use unripe wheat plants as green fodder to buffe.J.oes 

in ::ilk, Feeding concentrate nre l:i..J:i ted Dostly to aniDals in 

r:ilk. Lm.; r:ilk yield of wilc:l ce..ttle is Da.iril,Y due to poor 

faej, ~'1 2-Yer-:..)e buffalo gives a·total of :::..bbut 1000 Kgs. of 

r.:ilk in 3. fall loct3.tian of 2.tout 8 wonths. This quantity is 
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h3lf in the case of :'11 avera3a cow ~.;ith lO:cto..tion period of 

ne~rly 200 d~ys, Locnl herbs, and spices are adoinistered to 

ailing anir :'ls ;nd Gujj ars selC .... Ll visit veteri.J.ary dispens·~ry 

due to lon~ distance 8l1d difficult tertain" Low incollle was also 

a factor not to visit a disp ensarYr Out of 41 households 22 

households made use of subsidy for the purchase of buffaloes. 

The benefit were rec:-Lped 110st by sr- .... 11 la.Yld holders. 

Sele of milk is the r1ain source of income of Guj jar 

households, Poor breed of milch 2Jlil1l3ls coupl.:d with the poor 

feed results in the p roductiun of 11ilk which is ·low in quantity' 

and poor in quality, Hilk producE:d by households are retained 

by ther:1 far home consu;~1p tion and the balance is' marketed as 

fluid milk, as fc.r as possible. At higher r<JXlges, making ghee/ 

khoya froo Llilk is the coElnon practices, But sale of milk is 

Llore profitable which is not pos;:;ible due to non-availability 

of a ready mark v t for fresh 1::1ilh.: at high altitude so Gaddis do 

not depend on the salo of mill, they :1re also reported to be 

not converting Tililk into khoyao ·. Ghec c::;nd khoya are prepared by 

traditional oethods. These p roC:ucts c..re accur.:1Ulated in suff:i.cen t 

quantities end taken to Chor:-1ba for sile 3-t their cvnveniance. 

Main consur:1ing L1.1.rket of nilk ar.d its products is ChaJ..tlba. Rehru, 

located 11 ] ·,s, c',.YlQY from N2il!S L_. is tile main -.:ollection. centre 

for IJilk of i'w .. ingalo At Re.hru producers sell 1:1ilk through trade!' 

or cooperative society, pre:fere:n.ce bejng to t.!'ls t::-:.d.era This is 

because the tra.ders :.::rc always re-:ldy t<.1 help them financi8lly, 

whenever they nre in need. It w~s observed that ·ab0l7.-:~ ~ per 

cent of tha uilk 9roclucrd ·wc:.s mo.rli;:;ted as such by Guj jars, ne~rly 

24 per cent of it is processed for- ghee o..r1d 10 per cent for 

khoya by Gujj c.r households; the reoaining 12 percent accounts 
for ho:::; ~::: c ..m sur:~~yt.ion., 

,Qll(~ep ro:::::-ing is the u::J.in source of incorre for Gaddis. 

Shee0 rec.:.:-:ir.; is considrJr6d to be n r~lati vE:ly sz:.fe occup ::.tion 

:-.s ccz.:::, c:.:-eJ l.? poultry l:eepin3 cr do.ir;yinJ. The Gaddis who are 
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Ulc/' ..... .;d r:ore in s:-"oGp rLc.:'..rjn __ td;;:e ti1eir sheep to lovler plains 

.;.nd LJOVG to hi;:;her el~v::-.tior;.s ·,vhuL re(1uir-d under certJ.in can­

diti<.::;n~ of cr.:--.zing· 2Jld r::liEfal:t_., sale cf proe;c.ny and sheep 
n>'·nw' ., .,r,.., thr\ hf'"' ,.-.•i--.; H ·' - 4 C "I: tr;J::;il to to il1COW3 from p \.,io..U! .. u - ·.., .. ·_...... \..t '.. ,.,......,...., • .J.. '-.- -.~ 

sheep ro:::..ril1t;o ShE.(· is she-::.reEl t 1:lice c. year, ii.1 Gepte.uber and 
' J. ""l..r'l...u.J.'.f [Ji~ vr~ly tr.:;.Ui c.Lvr~cl Li•:. tilod is used for this. On an 

:1Ver:J.~c a sh"c,•p yieldt; ~bout 200 ~r211s of wool in one cutting, 

A. l:J.r.;e pJ.rt of ti::i~ \'Tool is conslll:led locclly. The GaJcL{ house­

bolds of this vill:.ge do not sell wool at nll and use it for 

WeJ.vin.:) bl:.r:kets ::nd cloths for their own dress. Though GuJjars 

t:~.vo les ._ er nu:Jbor of sh8cp but as they do not depend wholly on 

woollen clotrJ.ng, ha.ve sa .. e t:ad~t.:/cctble surplus of woolo The 

r.kins '"'f sh~ep c;.rd us.d for storing food grains, flour etc •• 

The stu~Y revG:'ls th.--,_t c·.ns'J.t"llltion of Dent is restricted only 

tv s.;cci21 occ~tsiOl'"!S like festivJl, rJarriage, birth etc •• In 

l•i::ir~:.;;:J. tho Guj j ::r s bein ~ tuslins follow the Halal method of 

sl:-.uGterinc; w::il~ t~-:e G--~clJis bolive in Jhatk~. Traditi::mal 

r~ethod is ust:.cl fer breeC:in::; of sheep in the.village. The rate 

of C.llcr;:· tion of cross--bred H2..rino in the: village \vas very low (l 

w~t is ::-.l:;;o ro;_r-::d by buth the c·Jl..JlJlUlties in thG village 

L·ut tht3 c.ve .. ~..;e n .. .i";Lcr jf go:::ts possessed cy G:.:.ddis \·lo.s L10re 

th:-.n b,1 JJ,ij ~rs. On :111 o.vera_8 a go:1t :yi.eld 0 .. 500 Kgso i]ilk per 

dJ.y ~u it i.s ::ot ' ........... 
................. ....., 

:i'i:c aco.:.--:: .. .y o~ Guj jars is p redUI.Jinently pastorel Bnd thus 

da.~;:.Lls cxt .. ; . .'1 si Y;:: u tiliz~tion of p J.stu res a The village end 

st...rrct.~:l .. :i::~ h;c:-J.ities h:.ve liciteC: p:.st:1re (JJ).d hence linited 

.:;u~·~~ly Jf L>.Lers, T~ 1is nor~-:J.:ill:::uility of fodder is the wsj or 

.::::.~su ~r ti:ai:- r.,i2;r;::.tio:J. tJ hi_;Ler r l.ls 7 called Dh.:1rs be:;innin;?; 

~ril c.::-.. ..>r ~:::-s st:-.rt. :Affer2"t i~.ilie;s r:;i~r;~te to ~lifferent 

,;.;~::rs. ..J.l tl:~ f'.:.:il~- ::Q. .. !.:·.::.:rs czce:.,t one or t\vJ old '.::e:..'sCJns cr 
- 4 

c:.il~rJ:'. ur ir.v:liel ur ·:-rc..;:;.;;·,t ,.,.U..,3J.'1 c.re l~ft behind in the 

\·i..:l:·.'-'~... I:.-J .:J. .... Cc3.:. -:.~y :'}...i.J.3.;t:J.:..J uta~sils Jlongwith big, 1 gc.ga:·s' 

:-.::-.: 
1 

:'. "'-~·-:J:.i~ 1 ~.1 ~ t:i~e.:,. :llur.g. .J..l tl:.is p er?p hernelia is'lo;.ded 
!'' I ., i 1 J •- ~ f ' ~ -.' • S ~ 1 • t.,.., t • ' th 

'"·· ...... _ _.. .r.::.> '"~·'""'· - .. ~-::.::1 '_r ;3;:... GtlJjars cQs-> er~;:;,.:.se en .. 
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sel v~::s ill the scle und purchase of anir.ulls during r1igra.tim. 

They return lJCtcl\: tJ their r~J.tive "~~l3.ge cny tine during 

Sep ter.1ber. 

!ili?f{est1ons 

It rau.y 1.Je cunclu<.l~ll ·ch,J.t during; the last two decades there 

has nat been 2J1Y sigpific3!l t i.L!p rovet:lent il1 the tusic cu:1eni ties in· 

the vill3.B.~ except recd:l.t electr:ific:ttion, Litert~CY ~wng Gujj,ars 
. ~.' 

was found to be very low, The reason for non- enrolwent of the . 

children in school is that the inh2bitnnts are seoi-settled 

uigrs.ting during SULJ.uers. · This cnn be rewedied .sorJewhat by 

iup rov:Lns tne L:;ili ties of rwbile school for Guj jars. The 

higher 11irth rate Lll.:onc; Guj jars by educating therJ about the ben a;,: 

rits of f.:uJily plM!ling. 

Indebtedness "\vas f.Jund tu be higher ar,.wpg Guj j e ... t-s. They 

borro\·T noney fr01:1 Goney lender at higher rates Jf interest. It 

is suuc,esteu th!:t n b:-nk branch should be estpbl~shed in .the 

vicinity of the village so th:tt they too can t.Dke the advantage 

of B,mk locll1s •. . 
Agricultural prodUctivity is vary low in th8 village d.ue 

to higher 21tituds, p Jor fertility bf soil, Dl1 d alLlost no use of 

Llodem inpu-:s like HYVs seeds, "ertilizer e·cc,· Therefore,. the 

people should be educated about improved Dethods of cultivation 
nncl allied ·!Jursui ts, 

J'niL1al husbsndry is the r.w.in source 9f incone of tte 
villo.gers. But the yield rates of those duDestic nnir.1als are 

very low. Indiga1eJ.Us breed of livestock end poor feed are the 

reo..sons for low yield, .; Effort by the Jini.r.1nl Husbandry Dep artnen t 

in the fov.21 uf extension activities should help the villagers to 

cL~i11e;e their ap:L.'1ion ;in fnvour uf th~;; inp~oved breeds of live­

stock, Til~ fr~cili ty of a.rtifici::.:l inser1in:1tion shoulc'. be 

provided in the vicinity of ·the vlllage, :rwp roved breeds 

require t:Jra)er fe:,ed, vrhich~ Gujj :.rs co.rmot :;.;t for4. Therefore 
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breed :i.wprovEI:lent h~s to be :i.ntigrated with feed ir.1provewent, 

Wt..sto.ge of fodders like IilaiZe stens cnn be reduced by the use 

of chaff-.:utters, which need to be introduced urgdntly :in tl1e 

o.re~ Other iL1proved IJethods like silage need to be adopted, 

A Sijbsidy tiJ the faJ.ulers t:; adopt these methods will IilMe new 

fodder progrCJLlLle a sU.ccess. Mote avo.ilability of VJterina.ry 

s ~rviccs will 'venn G.lj j o.rs frcm following indigenous IiJ.edic:i.ne s 

nnd methods of treating ·sick aniuals, 

Gujj a.rs are often bl:1.1ed for ndul teratian in milk by t·own 
o.u thori ties but the quality of r.ailk p reduced by their an:i.IJals is 

gerd~rally p oar. It is therefore, suggest eel that there should be 

a separate Llilk rating for their l:Jilk and they should not be 

unnecessarily susp ect._d of adulteration, 

At higher ronges, mcking Ghee/Khoya out of surplus r1ilk 

is a coLu:1on practice, But sale of Llilk is more profitable which 

is not possible due to non-availability of ready market for 

fresh cilk o.t high altitudes, P ossipili ties of or8onising . 

Qilk collection centres in such areas should be explored, 
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