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AGRO-ECONOM'IC RESEARCH' CENTR-E at the Himachal 
Pradesh University was established by the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Government of India to carry out research and investigation in the 
field of agricultural economics in the Western Himalayan Region 
cons;sting of Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir and U. P. Hills. 
After the initiation of the era of planned development in India, need 

was felt for carrying out studies for proper undets.tandin!J of the 
changes occuring in the structure and functioning of village economy 
and other spec1fic problems arising from time to time. With this 
background Agro-Economic Research Centres were est1blished in 
various agro-cl;matic regions of the country. The broad functions 
assigned to this Centre are : 

i) to make a study of changes in rural economy by means of survey 
of a number of selected villdges each year and resurvey of the 
same group of \AIIages at an interval of say, five years: 

ii) to conduct ad-hoc inve!.'fgations into problems of interest to the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Government of India; 

ii1) to carry on research work on fundamental problems rs'ating to 
agricultural eeonomics of the country; and 

iv) to give technical advice to the Government of India and concerned 
State Government on such issues as, with mutual agreement, 
may be referred to the Centre. 

Enqu:ries be addressed to : 
Dr. R. Swarup 

Agro-Econornic Research Centre 
H. P. University, Simla-171005 

Phone: 3608 Cables: AGROCOST 
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It is gener3.lly held th~_t Guj arc.t wc.s 

h01.16lrnd ,f tha Gujj 2-rs ::!."'1d that they c::ue to Hil..lachal Pradesh 

in .3earch Jf p nstur6s for their livestock. The Guj j urs in 

Cr!::>XJbo. were driven by the growing ino.deqUncy of grazing ros'"'urces 

in the nt;ighoour·illg parts of J 2-WLU & K~slli::1ir. · ~·~UslirJ Guj jars in 

ga1errl arc staunch believers in the tec.chin-:-s of the Prophet but 

:1re not frn::.tics. Their econor1ic 2.cti vi ties revolve round the 

buffclocs, though :LD thr3 herd there is o.. sp rink~.ing of other &1i

ouls t:;o. So ff:"~r no ucanoLic studies ha.ve been conducted ;::bout 

these:~ peu)le nnd hence tnis ta.sk Wo..'.S td;::GTl up by this Centre. 

Shri H::.nveer Sin~h s . .n. :-1. :u1d snri c. a. VOiidyo. s. A. of 

this Centra CJll~cteJ. the nece.:.,s::ry infor;.Jation for the stuJ.y • 

.2\.>r tlU.s they stayed in Haine;al o.nd ho.d discussions with the 

peo;:l·J for the purpusJ. Gur :...ost sincere tho..nks are due to 

the peoi;le of ho.ing.:W. who provided the wuch ne~::ded inforna.tion 

c;lncay. Their hospitJ.lity will ll0 r0ueubGr€d ple.:.santly for 

lun~. Tho h0lp rendered by Tehsilcbr Shri T.R. Negi, p 2 tw,l.ri 

Sllri Dhnr~~ Ch::nd, ah1 Shri smoot Singh, the local school 

SlJgcstions rccei v ~d f . .Jr lli1J rovmg tho study would 

be i:.ost wclcv~J.G. 

July, 84 
Officer Incharse 
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