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Appendix A- Definitions of Variables 

Table AI Defmition and measurement of first-stage variables in tables 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Variable 

Children ever born 

Country 

Sri Lanka 

Colombia 

Regulators, non-regulators Sri Lanka 

Years since first use of 
fertility control 

Duration of marriage 

First birth interval 

Second birth interval 

Colombia 

Sri Lanka 

Colombia 

Sri Lanka 

Colombia 

Sri Lanka 

Colombia 

Sri Lanka 

Colombia 

WFS 
variable 

V208 

V208 

V634 
S021 

V634 
V204 

8006 
S009 
8013 
8017 
S023 
V009 
YOlO 
S007 

8215 
8222 
V009 
S216 
YOlO 
V204 

YOlO 
Vl09 

Ditto 

V228 

V228 

B022 
B012 

Ditto 

Definition and measurement 

Number of children ever born. 

Same as Sri Lanka. 

Reported ever-use of any method of contraception or abortion, 
1 yes (regulators); 0 no (non-regulators). 

Same as Sri Lanka. 

If first method ever used was pill, IUD, condom or sterilization, the 
age at first use is given by differencing year at first use of method and 
year of birth. If another method of fertility control was the first 
method ever. used, age at fJISt use is the mother's age at the birth of 
the child after which she fJISt used family planning plus two years. If 
the woman used fertility control before any children were born, her 
age at fJISt use is her age at marriage. The difference between current 
age and the age at fJISt use is the years since fJISt use of fertility 
control. 

If fJISt method ever-used was sterilization, age at sterilization is the 
age at fJISt use. If another method was the fJISt method used, the age 
of the mother at the birth of the child after which she first used plus 
one year is the age at fJISt use. If the woman used fertility control 
before any children were born, her age at fJISt use is her age at 
marriage. Years since fJISt use is the difference between current age 
and the age at fJISt use. For women who have used only abortion as il 
method of fertility control, years of use is calculated as .667 per 
abortion. 

The difference between current age and age at fJISt marriage. 

Same as Sri Lanka. 

First birth interval in months. The mean fJISt birth interval for 
regulators who did not regulate until after the fJISt birth is substituted 
for the observed fJISt birth interval of those who regulated before the 
fJISt birth. 

Same as Sri Lanka. 

The difference in months between the date of birth of the second 
child and the date of birth of the fJISt child. The mean second birth 
interval for regulators who did not regulate until after the second 

. birth is substituted for the observed second birth interval of those 
who regulated before the second birth. 

Same as Sri Lanka. 

35 



Table At Continued 

Variable Country WFS Definition and measurement 
variable 

Length of breastfeeding Sri Lanka V302 Number of months breastfed in last closed birth interval. 

Colombia V302 Same as Sri Lanka. 

Not secondarily sterile Sri Lanka V206 Two-category variable: 1 :::::fecund; 0::::: sterile. If currently pregnant, 
V402 respondent is fecund. If respondent reports fertility impairment, 
V637 respondent is sterile. If respondent is not a current user of 
V225 contraception and reports no birth in the past five years, respondent 

is sterile. 

Colombia Ditto Same as Sri Lanka. 

Proportion of pregnancy Sri Lanka V201 Number of wasted pregnancies divided by the sum of the number of 
wastage V208 wasted pregnancies plus the number of live births. 

Colombia V201 The difference between the number of wasted pregnancies and the 
V204 number of induced abortions divided by the sum of the number of 
V208 wasted pregnancies plus the number of live births minus the number 

of induced abortions. 

Proportion of child Sri Lanka V213 The difference between the number of children ever born and the 
mortality V208 number currently living, divided by the number of children ever born. 

Colombia Ditto Same as Sri Lanka. 
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Table A2 Defmition and measurement of costs of regulation and motivation variables in tables 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 

Variable Country 

RC: Costs of fertility regulation variables 

Number of methods known Sri Lanka 

Efficiency of methods 
known 

Knowledge of and 
approval of abortion 

Distance to nearest 
family planning outlet 

Travel time to nearest 
family planning outlet 

Motivation variables 

Cn Potential surviving 
children 

Cd Number of children 
desired 

c Number of living 
children 

Wants no more 

Colombia 

Sri Lanka 

Colombia 

Sri Lanka 

Colombia 

Sri Lanka 

Colombia 

Sri Lanka 

Colombia 

Sri Lanka 

Colombia 

Sri Lanka 

Colombia 

Sri Lanka 

Colombia 

Sri Lanka 

Colombia 

WFS 
variable 

V601 
V602 
V603 
V604 
V605 
V606 
V607 
V608 
V609 
V610 
V611 
V615 

Ditto 

V616 

V616 

S021 

S107 

S203 

S205 

VSll 

VSll 

V213 

V213 

V502 

V502 

Defmition and measurement 

The number of methods of fertility control known to the respondent 
and reported without special prompting. Sum of' 1' responses on 
variables listed. 

Same as Sri Lanka. 

Categorical variable: 1 =no method of contraception known; 
2 =only inefficient method of contraception known; 
3 = efficient method of contraception known. 

Same as Sri Lanka. 

Knowledge of abortion: 1 = heard of; 0 = never heard of. 

The number of situations (out of total of six) in which abortion is 
considererl acceptable. 

Not applicable. 

Number of kilometers to nearest family planning outlet. 

Not applicable. 

Number of minutes' travel to nearest family planning outlet. 

(N X s), where N is determined by equation in table 2; and sis 
(1-the proportion of child mortality). 

Same as Sri Lanka. 

Answer to question, 'If you could choose exactly the number of 
children to have in your whole life, how many would that be?' 

Same as Sri Lanka. 

Reported number of living children. 

Same as Sri Lanka. 

If respondent is fecund and wants no more children, wants no more = 
1; if respondent is not fecund or wants more children = 0. 

Same as Sri Lanka. 
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Table A3 Definition and measurement of modernization and cultural variables in tables 11, 12, 13 and 14 

Variable 

Modernization variables 

Wife's education 

Residence 

Husband's occupation 

Wife's work status 
before marriage 

Cultural variables 

Ethnicity 

Region 

38 

Country 

Sri Lanka 

Colombia 

Sri Lanka 

Colombia 

Sri Lanka 

Colombia 

Sri Lanka 

Colombia 

Sri Lanka 

Colombia 

Sri Lanka 

Colombia 

WFS 
variable 

S029 

V704 

V702 

V702 

V804 

V804 

V708 

V708 

V707 

V701 

Definition and measurement 

Number of single years of education. 

Same as Sri Lanka. 

Place of usual residence, 1 rural; 0 = urban, estate. 

Place of usual residence, 1 rural; 0 urban. 

Dummy variable with categories: farmers (self-employed), 
agricultural workers (non self-employed), unskilled workers and 
labourers; omitted category includes white collar workers 
(professional, clerical, sales), skilled craftsmen, and service workers 
(private household and other service and related workers). 

Dummy variable with categories: farmers (self-employed), 
agricultural workers (non self-employed), service workers (not 
including private household workers); omitted category includes 
white collar workers (professional, clerical, sales), skilled craftsmen, 
private household workers and unskilled labourers. 

Dummy variable with categories: farm worker (either self-employed 
or non self-employed), non-farm worker (worked in non-farm 
occupation); omitted category is no work before marriage. 

Same as Sri Lanka. 

Dummy variable with categories: Sri Lanka Tamil, Indian Tamil, Sri 
Lanka Moor; omitted category is Sinhalese plus others. 

Not applicable. 

Not applicable. 

Dummy variable with categories: Atlantic, Oriental, Central, Bogota; 
omitted category is Pacific. 



Appendix B - The National Research Council 

The National Research Council was established by the 
National Academy of Sciences in 1916 to associate the 
broad community of science and technology with the 
Academy's purposes of furthering knowledge and advising 
the Federal Government. The Council operates in accor
dance with general policies determined by the Academy 
under the authority of its Congressional charter of 1863, 
which establishes the Academy as a private non-profit· 
making, self-governing membership corporation. The 
Council has become the principal operating agency of both 
the National Academy of Sciences and the National Acad
emy of Engineering in the conduct of their services to the 
government, the public and the scientific and engineering 
communities. It is administered jointly by both Academies 
and the Institute of Medicine. The National Academy of 
Engineering and the Institute of Medicine were established 
in 1964 and 1970 respectively, under the charter of the 
National Academy of Sciences. 
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