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Chapter I 

INTRODUCTION 

The Problem 

Untouchability is one of the unique features of the 
Indian socie~y. Those castes within the orbit of the 
Hindu religion which ~1ere treated as untouchables were 
listed in a schedule in 1936 by the British go-vernill.E~nt 
for the purpose of giving these castes some concessions 
because of their disadvantagecus position in the social 
hierarchy. They came to be later known as scheduled 
castes and ,.,ere called "Ha.rijans" by Ga.ndhiji. Ho':•rever 
m1touchability and socia, economic and other types of 
discriminations on this ground continued to be there. 

Untouchability and discriminations ·follow~g from 
it exist in one form or the other in both the rural and 
urban arees of all the states in India. It is evident 
that the discrimination and harasse6ent of people belongjng 
to the so called scheduled castes are more rampant in the 
rural areas than in the urban areas. This is a feature 
\'ihich can be observed every day although incidents cancer.;. 
ning injustix:es done to people of the scheduled castes are 
not reported as much as they deserve to be. 

The untouchable castes are not known by the same names 
in all the states of India. There are 1106 major untoucha
ble castes in India1 as given in table 1.1. One should 
remember that this list is not exhaustive as the major 
~aste, in the list of scheduled castes, namely, Chamar 
itself had as many as 1156 Chamar castes and subcastes as 

1 • A list of the major scheduled castes in each state· of 
Ind1a is given in the a,pendix. 
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1 . 2 repo!'ted i:1 th8 cens"F:l of Inc.::.a, 1891. SonG of these 

castes are fotmd in more than o~1e ::tate bat not i:-1 all 

the states. It is probable that a small n,_~be!' of pe(;ple 

comprisL."lg a neglit:;iblc proportic~1 o:f! tr ... e total r.UTil,G!' cf 

··~, .. , .. so··r" bolo11gin;r to the scheduled. c::u:r~es like Cl:a.aa:"' is ...... c.;... .L. .• :..l v - ~ ..... •~,.) 

f~prea.d th:-oughout India. But they are not repor.!..;el a::1 . 

untouchables and hE:n.ce are r..ot i!l.::!luded in tr .. c scheduled 

castes po~ulation. 
1 

The cel'!8US of India enu.!D.E::!:'ated and 

cla~sifisd t:.ntouehable c;:H~-~~.;s o:r:J.y of tl:e !Und.u rel:i.::;icn 

2nd no~ of the o~.;l:z:r relig.loas such &B Sik!ly C!!ristian 

J.!lc.l 5u(:dhist o Prc.cticctlly u:.1 touch~ble caf:;tcs w:to conve::::-tod 

tl:er:~:Jelves i:lto Christ.'-~n:L·ty and Sikh religio:-:1 cc!rcinued 

to ts mr'c:o-c.c:ts.bla despite ~~1eir· cha.nge of religion. Unto

ucha1;i1:i. t:r ar:.d tlis:::rblin2.tion on t:lis grou11d con~inues 

end yGt tt.Gse pc:.;le are aot enu.me:re.t:cc! as untouchables by 

tte ce~s~A of India. 

Unfo:!~·tunatel:r unto'..lcbabilJt:r has a religious sanction. 

Consequently in opi -+.;e of tte best Gfforts of m::-.4-ny and als::> 

of c~ances in ~fferent dir-ections in the society, u.n~ou.ch- · 

abili~y h~s rer.1a.ineci. op:::rative and continues to pollute .t:··:.e 
r~ocj.nl i'e."~ri~ of our co;;.!1t:;:·y o Religious sanction added 

social~ economic t:nd political dic2.1~ions to U..'ltouchabili.~.~Y 

b2.sed on dis:::"'itJj_r.:.a:tion. T:1a rhl~~gious n:xn(!t:ton crsated 

a r-cc:.al coo.e of co!ld'J.ct which in tu:rn :creatsd economic 

and ro:iticsl co~es. For example the untoucha~les wore not 

c·.: .. ppczc1 ta touch a!l:..:na.te as 1·1all as tl1e i:i1a:r..imate objects 

!:lt:ca;.u::e ::.."'.; 'i-~c.s believed that th:Jf:e thir..ss would get polluted 

::.::? they '1e:::.•o touched b:;r the untot:chables. In such a si

tu.J.-':;ic:n tte m1~o·.::.~hntle cs.n~.!.Ot becooe economically inde

pe~~O.sn·~. E7c:r·y t!!:i.ng touc!1ed tr l1ir1 would get pollu.ted 

2. G;d. TI.ciggs, S:'be r:eligicus J.::.f,q of India: the ChamarD 
{Lcndon: v::J:::n·d Ur..iveraity r::·en;3, 1920). 
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STATI::t.!ISE CASTES E!HJHEllAT:3D AS 
S()l!.bW'ULB~ C2.S:'~S 

---·------·------·-·--·---· 
Sl. 
No. 

S ta 't e ~ / t'T.r:l C!l 
tnrri tc.:-l.rHJ 

:No. ~>f c::-.zte;.:; e::2.1::r.E'rated. 
Cin SC~,;.8·111.le;d Ct~S :~;€C 

-----------------------
1. 

2. 

;. 
6. 
7. 
8. 

s. 
1 a. 
11 • 

1 'J ..... 
13. 
14. 
1;. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 

Ar.d!"..ra P:~.~ndash 

Assam 
Bih;:~ 

Kcrala 
~:::..d~ya Przdes:1 

T~:2i:.;.~o.d1.;;. 

Ks.rnat~l:.J. 

0:-:-issa 

Pan jab 

ita. 2 f.~ a than 
Ut'ta::.~ Pradesh 

West Bengal 

Delhi 
:S:imnchnl Pradesh 
Nanipur 

Tri:pura. 

• 0 .. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

0 •• 

. .. 

... 
•• 0 

... 
• 0 • 

•• ... 
.... 

Dadra a::1d N~.t;arllaYeli 

!!agell:l!ld ••• 

60 

16 

23 
42 
13 
70 

73 
79 
,.,,.., 
I I 

1 ?.'/ 

94 
37 

114 

66 

63 
35 

37 
4 

16 ----....... __________ __ 
'I.:;tal: 1 'i 06 

---------------·-~-·-~-----
B.flS!.3: Cion!piled. ~·":"nra ~he li8t gi TE::I. :i.:1 tl,.e cens11s of 

Ji •. ..Qt:~ .,. "' T ( · 
na.~a, a,.,o~, ~'r:J..._, Part V~A i)-special tables 

far echz~~~ed castes. 



b 1 ° t t' .j..,A t'!lzre:fo:"c perncns c;_ong::.llg o .ne o '-'•.~.s:" 

:1ot touch anyth:l.?.lg tha-t; he prepares. Ea::1ce he c.~~-:'lrJ.ot 

start e"te:1 a rastau~an t. 
ezamples which points out 

Thin iz ju:JJii one of tl;e r.:::my 

ths slle·3r hel-plts::ness of a.'! 
I 

t;,ntouchbi.ble in the matter of pursuing a viabJ.c, gainf•.tl 

ccc~oroic ao~ivity. 

Accordine to the code of I··la:r..u, the lh"ltou.cr.n.bles 

~!ere not supposed to i..1'rTn any p1·ope::::ty. ,.P .. s a resul·~ t:C~ey 

remG.in~:i poor <? • .G.d eccr.:.CJ'ically depende:.tt i.11 spite of the 

gres.t c:1snges L"l our socie·ty a~d the coJ:..:ntry.. Similarl~r 

political ric?;hts 1rs:-o aJ.~cJn not ccnfe::orel en thelli. As a 

rest~lt. they were trH'.ted like c:tttle and beca'!le ·slaves. 

f~nJ.?r..o uto is faniliar "lrli th the c::m.di "tions of the slavfls 

in tl"!e histo~y of manl':::i.:.1d ca.:1 realise tho e;{tent of misery 

-'::;t.J.t t'!1e:3e p~op7_e haYe h:J.d to g through. The social, 

pc~.iticr:-.1 a-:1d ec':'ncmic discrimination based en roligit)US 

Da:1c"ticn uas gleri:.Lied and explai;:Gd thrmA.gh the theory 

of di ~iini ty a:Qd I:e.rrr.a. Noreover these dimcnsic,"ns were 

i,·ell lil'l~\:cd ~-:it~1 c2.ch o·~her in the process since time 

ijr.:::.Grr:Cl''ial, 

A:1 atte:npt j_s made i.."l brief to study the development 

a:r..d s:cci'rth o~ the caste syotem in gene~al a.."ld untouch-

8:cili::r ani dis~rirr::l.na tior: on its 5- ound ·in particular. 
T'~·.,·u"':"t.: ... "'r'!''l, • .; ~"' •"' 1'~·rac .. +c .... ..: ,_J.; l"'"" Of ·'·l· CJ ~c....,eo',•l o·< C""""te"' w_. - ::J..!:: ..J.""' "'-""""" ·' \J""'J.. -...:.r Ll- 1t.:l IJ ......... .~ a.;;J ,;.,4. . .__....,U Lt.~..; D, 

their pozitic~~ 3.n castr; hier!?.::chy and occu·~s. ticnal patte:;:n 

i:J. tlle v'Tt:::-icl:f.l ret;j.tms cf India are st1Adied v:i th the 

";::rrio't!s hi::rtori("al taoks a.""!d docu.oen.ts, census r~::.d other 

rc:;?:::t.·ts. C,u.ali ta tiYe c:nd q~J.:l':!ti t~ ti ,.re tecr....r.igues of 

ar~.ll~rs:~s a:r0 U9ed 1·ri '311 €ri_phaais on historicn.l, logical 

r~nd statistical :rethcr:s of _,analysis. 
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~~e cb:ectives of the study are: 

1 T 1 t , t • + o 4 .,,.,1 "ack;;:r_ o'·ln.d o-J.." +11 o • o t:z::L .. ore ne .1~s"' r .J..L .• ;: ..., s ~. ..,. 

C.eYelopcE:.J.t and g.rm;th of untouchatl6S .snd 

u.:.1 tct=.c~:<J. bili ty. 

2. To study tte social, eccno~ic ~1d political 

profi:.es JJ.:.' t}:.8 sched'.:.lc:d c2.stes i1:. lrLdia 

'\·ii th re:? 2~;:',c::J.c.e to tl1eir social, ecOTic;:,ic e..;.1d 

Pol ;.L..;~,..,l ,....:.._,+,- .... ;l' +:.Ll'J.':' r~"'J.;Jjfl.n ..o. .,..._-.,;.;, o.J u<:< ... ~.o _,_' ... ..., • '-1--

1':1c re.;uircrl data :or analytical purp::nes s.re 

col!sctci fro~ religious s~ripts, historical ~ooks and 

t~:s C:a.ta m::.de o.YJ.ilable :.."'1 tl:.e rnports o:l' the ccnst::.s of 

Tiln n~ber of scl1ed'J.l0d castes e::lumerat.~d in tha 
c s:1.sv.s cf I.::Jia L:: cuch u.nderestim-::J. teJ. C':L.te to the f ella-

ili~.:..:; re?.sons: 

1. Tb::::se castes ·Hf1ich 1·rere untJucr...able c::.stes were 

listed in a schedule in 1936 by the then B::c·i tish 

·Tho 1 U.:.1t.Qucha':lle, c-r,ctcs ,in . .., ' ... ' . .. "" . .. . . .... 

ln(!..i~. wsre e:w.r:e:ratsd as the sched.uled c0.s-:es 

b·J.t ti::cre uas no zuch c:mxmcration cf tho u:1tov.ch· 

::.'tlt:s i~ithi::;,. Slkh3, Christinns and. :SudC::lists in 

2. ~~c liJ~ing of the sc~edului castes h~s t~ken 
pl~ce according to regions. As R result a cs3to 

w~:i:h i3 inclLl'.:Ied c..s a schedu.led CJ.;Jte in n r·cgic 

[_::.c not teen inclr:.dcd ~s s:::.~h in ~1othsr regio:1. 
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3. Some scheiulcd c~steG wore remove~ by the 

govG:"!lr.J.Gr.o. t fro~ the list of the schc::luled c.'"l.stos 

in CE:rt:::~in reeionG. 

4. .At; times the sc...1.edulod cr.stes thE-msel"tes d~ not 

repo::t qs belo~gi.ng to the s'cheduled cn.stes duo 
to the ~.2s oci~.ticn cf the stigm2 of un·~cilCh1.b5.li ty 

in thG 1ocr1.lities other thnn their O\m cqs-:;ea Ll 

insecv.re. Tl:aref oro they do not vol•.1:rr~qril:" 

decl~re th9i:- C<:l.:JtGs. They know that if tb.oir 

c.'='ste is krJ.o-w·n to the crt"ste H:Lndus they are bom11 

5. Some cnstes h~.va r.lso ch['.nged their c8.stes n1.mes 
to co::1ccal thei'!." :caste idGn ti ty. 

6o Politically motivated enumerntors do not report 
the n~mber of tte scheduled castes so that these 

ro.2.y be deprived of reserv1.tions in politic1.l 
elections s·J.c~ no tl:e t:1luka ancl diotrict bodies, 
aGsocblies and pt"!.rl.iamcnt. 

'I'hu~ there is a B":'OSS u.nderrep::::rting of the r.ctual 

po:pul::.tion of the schedulsd castes. Hence the quantitative 

~"lrtlysis is su.bje;ct to these limitr.tions. 

~he study is prescnt€d in ten chc.pters. Chapter I 

h1tro~.,1ces t!1e pro1llem j.n bri€f and disct:.sses the metho

dclot;J, obj ectiYes fmd the reqt:.ired data and their limi
tntio:-J.s. 

In ch2pter II the historical background, origin of 

the Vnrn~ syste~, its development and discrimin~tion Qg3inst 
the lcvcst Vann ::-... :e give~l. 



S:;~c iszuc:::; lik8 ul:o the sche1aL;;d castes rtre rmd. r:o~,r 

they nr0 pushol to tte lovc~t st~tus in t~e society ~nd 
~!'G ::>pr:rr:J3od ;::1 d.-:y to d£i.:l l;;..fc :1::.,a c;,nnlysed. j_n c::npto:r 

!II.· 

C;," ,+._- .... J..-v .rrivos tho st.'l.te'i.rise uopul.'"'.tic~ distri:11.~~icl ,._ ..... .J: JVJ. b ,j,. 

of the schsd.ul8d c~stes F'-lo:1g ~~i th non-sc:1cd:ule:i c1::..;tos. 

3o~e issues E''...l.Ch ~s thc:ir dc~1zity, U:i."b:-:'.~li::"1·~ion ~ . .r.d cd,;~c.~, ... 

Ch:-•.pter V ct.:~ls ~ri th th'3 st:tteuise G.istr~.L1:..ticn cf 

t:;.e sch~du2.od c.'l.:::r>:Js 1ntou.r. force r;r,:d i tr; ab::-.cr·pticm in 

t~lG v::riouo i:1clus tri:.:.l :c~·:!;ego:cica. Ita rogion.?..l speci:J.

lisa~io~ of industrial n~tivitica is alJu discnssod. 

c:_:'2ptor VI brings out t~1:; pc>.rticipntion of ·~ho sclH.:d,;.: 

c~~t:s in politics. It Q~kes a case for the restrinted 

cl2::!"tcr.'"'.tG for t:1e s~hcduled. caztcs HS the rsscrvation in 

tha elcc~icn3 da~s not ~erve thJ ?Urpose for which it w~s 

C~~rter VII describes the socinl rcforills teforB 
i.ndcpE.mC.ence 2nd the constit·,rtional sc::.fo[;,'"'J.erds for tha 

schc:::1lE.'d c.1.sto3 :=tft£L" iilde:ps::.J.C!.e:nce. 

r "C!<'l.'ng ,..f t~e U""'to·, ... 1,.··b··,l.·ty fo·""fen"'e'·) ~ct Ar..-5 <•.WU - v .:.J. -J. "'-'-'-"'-'-~ ..L..J- \ J.. _ '"' u c"' ' I:;;] ' 

w:~s :1 n:tjcr step t::tken b~r the pnrli2.!Ilen~ of India for 

t~~s ~ct ~ra analysed in chapter VIII. 

Ch2.:,tcr IX i:ndic8.tcs tha :::-oots of exploitntion j_n 
T·'l "i., i"~~l-~ c"h ....... ".., l.' n .L-:-, a C'=' ":' .L C> c:<ye -L C\•., t"h o··g,l '"'DP" r ,..,.~ .J.ly 
........ _____ ... 4 ... - ..... c .. ..:.."' .... v..;.,L..,.; (-'-o~ ~- 0 1 k;J v...,,..,J., .... ~ v.. l 1:.·~..,~,;- •:";'!,. ~iJ. v 

cl~.-;s cor.fli::::t io visi"Jle. The c2.st e l-:icrnrc:1y <:3,nd clc.sz 

hiEr::'..rc!".J hc.7e cne to o:1e cor:!·espo:::da:1cc in the Indi2.n 

s~cie~y. 1 Pro~TI8t!o~ relaticnship deter~ines eccno~ic 
CX?loi ta ti8:1, ::h.ile social rel.atio:::~ determine t:1e econom.i( 

c::.::plc:. t-: ticn m:d sucigl oppress!.c::: 

c:-~::!p"!;cr X is ~cncc~sd 'hi 4::h sur ..r:::ing up r:~nd conclusionr 
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ca::r~os i:1cre:;.sed only by o~c. The reserved seats for tte 

scheC.ulsd c2.s"!;cs ..i.n !·Ia~a:r2.sh~::;ra were reserved bGcause the 

scheduled castes r:sfu.:. ed to be .called 'U:ltmipmbles ar..d 

err.br~ced B~dah~sR. It m~y be noted th~t by their nccey

ting Buddhlsm their socio-ecc:1oZJ.ic COIJ.di ticn did not im};).i.'O"ite 
' . 

L:uch. On the contr:;.ry t:t.ey were hit hn.rd cccnon:.ic2lly 

bec~1"J.Se the E~clua did n:t employ thE;m on t~:;;.:t.r f~.I'l.:!S. 

In tLany villqgco in I·1?.:h?.r'l.s~ trc. the scheduled c~stes who 

e!D.braced H:1idhi::m: were c.:-·ivcn out of thvi:r vill~.ges. They 

r.rgued. tha·~ the govcrnEent w~mtecl to give the:r. rooerYr:. tion 

cr .. ly if they n.oce:?tod sl~wcry :tuct u....~ tuuchatili ty. 

T.:'..:lil~::·,.clu ns o::;rn:;:;1.red to 't~e rest of the str..tes in I.ndia. 

1'his is becrmse the !?chcduled cas·tes population ln thef•S 

str~to~ i.s compr>.ratively more th:.n i:1 the rest of the st~,tes 

in Ir:.dir1.. :;:::is representn:ticn of scheduled cnstes r:aenbcrs 

in the p1.rl:!.r.mo::.1t is approxim:-:.tely in proportion to the 

p::oportion of schGd11lod castes popu~rttion to the total 

pop:1l~.tion in trlG rc:::;pcctiYe s'tr..tes. ~,rt mC:Y be observed 

f:-om. t::-.ble 6.1 th~t during tho 1957-1967 decr-.de that the 

i..'lCl"e'lse in -~~.~~1e p~rli.-:·.ment1.ry sc:--.t of scheduled cr:!;es by 

one is cuch less th~n the G4pected p:roportion:1te inc:.:·G::l.:Je. 

s~~te le~isl~tivo Assenblies -...._..__....__ ~ .. 

J:. .. s pe:. ... p~ovisions in the co:1sti ~ution of bdia, the 

nu.::::1ber of rcr:c::'7t;C. ss:J.ts for tl1e s:;he1:t~.led c.?.otes in the 

r·~::te ler-;ilnttl!'t:s ::-tnd p1.rlir:.1:1ent should be i."rl. :proportion 

to the porcantr.gc of the Behedu::!..eG. cc.stes popul~.tion in 

t~e tot.--..1 pc~1Ufl. ticn of the st2. te/ ccun tr;y. One ";o-v~d 

see f::-os:1 ts.ble 6.1 r>.:;.cl 6.2 tho:t the pct•pol .. ticns of the 

ru:er7cd se~.ts in the totF.l~ h~ve been g:;inG Cl.mm conti

r.uot:nly s.i~1ce 1937. These reductionn in the proportion 
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of ::-ccc::.·ircc! sc'"!.tn fcl" SC'hcC::.ulcd c::stes i..l'J. legi:-.·l:J.ture3 

\\re d.'J.~ .~:): 

(c.) raccrv'"!.tic:1 of ~C:l·;J of tho co::1stituonc!.Gs o:1 

• ".CCO"J!'l t of u.'1ftcr::cporting of the nt;J!lbor of tho 

sc:1cd"J.lod c::.ct;.:;s popul':'tior~, 

(~) rc~cv~l of n::.~0c of tho scheduled c'"!.stcs f~o~ 

the liBt of 3chcaulcd C'"!.stes, ~1a 

(c) rcJtrictir..g th8ir cn1w.o~ .. o.tion to cer"tnin no-ti-

fied r.l.rC"1.S OVC::l l'ii thin ::'. str:.to • 

T1blo G.2 sha~c th~t ~nong tho st~to legt3l~turJa t~e 
?unj::..~, llir::,:ch"J.: I':::-.:.d.csh r:tnd ~IJ.:-y.:.no. !.cgislr1-tv..rcG h~.vo 1. 

s~:~.ble nu.nbcr of s:hcclu1E:d cr.stcs .rr:cmbe::.."'s. 0:1 tho other 

h"~.ad st::.tc leg:!.sl::.tul~cs of :11.lnr~shtr'1, Guj'1r~:t n.nd i\ss:.~m 

hr;.vc very sr:-:..:l nu.1·::bcr cf scheduled cnstec manbe:rs ~s 

cut of 270 stJ."'cngth in l~:1h::'.r:..shtrn. logislo.turo only 15 nre 

1'\.:sc.rvcG. for t:·w sched:tlcd c!".stes qnd out cf 168 in tho 

Guj~r1t logisl'1ture cnly 11 nre recervcd for scnodulod 

c!".stos. 

It is not on.ly the qu~lity of the ~e~bor of tho 

l~g:!.sl~t'.I.I'C but n.lso the strength of like nindod membero 

in tn~ hou::Jc th'J. t is import.::.n t in prts s:Lng the :'~ill. Tho 

c:<p€rie:;.co cf the st::.tc legisl'l.t'lros r:nd p3.rli.''r:u::::nt in 

I:~di '1 sho't-:3 thC'l. t it is not evGn tho like ffiindeclness of 

tuc c~.r.did~t;Js but the l'Tish-:;s of their poli tj.cal pc:>.rties 

"'.;~l"'.t C.ctc::-ni:'.c "tl1G i'1tc of 1ny ·bill. Sil:co most of thG 

C"'.:~.::.iC:.".t.::.s be2.cng to ncn-schod:!J.led c-.'.stes, it is r:;:thor 
C!:ficalt to p~~z ~ bill in tha interest of scheiulaj 

(' :r ~ ·.-:. .... n v~ ~ -s ,, 'b ?d',l.i- P'1 C'"'-· f:~ +J c: s ,,,.. o ..., r o 1·1, ,.,., "' J. or1· t·-• -"" ~... ...,__ -- ·- "' i ~... :.. ~ !.U<., .J • This is 
- .; • ~ c ~ · , ... e · · .... · · t t · t l~ u~~w~ ~ t~J p~o~lSlon or g1Vlng re~rosen ~ lO!l, o 

t!1c::::::. t:· pG:::ccful r:~"'.ns t:C.air proble:.::.s h'lve rom.'l.ined unsolvoc 



Chapter II 

GE1ffiSIS OF CASTE SYSTEM IN INDIA 

Origin ot Varnas 

The origin of caste system is in the Varnashrama 
1 

Dharma, the division of society into four Varnas (four 
castes) viz. Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya and Sudra. It W€~s 
believed and preached that for the prosperity of the world 
the creator created the four 7arnas. The creator create·d these. 
Varnas from (ifferent parts of his body i.e. the Brah11in ivas 
born from his mouth; the Kshatriya from his arms; the Vai~hye. 
from his thighs and the 8udra from his feet. He created 
Brahmins with Gayatri (metre); the Kshatriyas vitll Trish-
tubh; the Vaishyas with Jagati and the Sudras without any 

2 metre. 

The first three Varnas are twice born (Dwija), the first 
birth being from the mother and· the second from the investi
ture i>"i th the sacred girdle. In the second birth Savitri iS 
the mother and the teacher is the father because he gives 
truction in the Vedas. 3 Therefore the first three Varnas 

ins-
are 

bol"'n t'tTice \rhile the Sudra is_ born only once. 4 Among the 
Brahmin, the Kshatriya, the Vaishya and the Sudra Varnas, each 
preceding Varna (caste) is superior by birth to the one 
following. It is popularly held that in the beginning there 
'~'rere only three Varnas and the fourth Varna of the Sudra is an 
outcome of the fight bet"ireen Bra:hmins and Kshatriyas for the 
supremacy in the Varna (caste) hierarchy.5 

1 r.ianu. Smriti, Chapter I, Verse 31. 
2 Vasistha Dharma Sutras, Chapter IV. 
3 Ibid., Chapte:::.- II, ,Verses 1-4 and Chapter IV, Verse 3. 
4 Ea:nu Smriti, Chapter X, Verse 4. 
5 D.~. ~bcdkar, Wl1o Were the Sudras (Bombay: Thacker and 

Company Limited, 1946) p~69. 
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Ststu8 of the S~dra 

I1any restrictions -v:ore impoEJGd on t:1e S-\.l.dras of wtich 

a fevT could 'be mc:!ltioned in brief. The Sudra was prohibi

ted from milking a cow whose :milk w-as to be used for Agni

hotra, 6 from v!:.. tnessing perf orrrrnnce of sacrifice, 7 from 

~aking Soma drir~, 8 from initiation (Upa;naya:(' ... a or the wear-.. 
ing of the sacred th.:read), fron studying the Vedas, and 
from kindling the sacred fire (right of sacrifice).9 

If a Vaishya or S~dra comes as a guest to Bratiffiin's 

house he · should be served f cod along with the servants. 
1 0· 

If a Sudra co~T.e2 as a guest to a Brahmin's house, he shall 

be givon vrork, 11 for !lis hos:Jit>..l.lity he iS p11n~sl1.ed (100 
\ 1? pannas 1 , ..... because the Suclra is not vrortl1y of respect on 

the g:"ound of his age or wec.l th or kno"ifl.edgc t hows~ever 

cons.tcl8:"able those may be. 13 
He cannot be anything else 

bu.:li a oe:·yant. 14 Even if or_e is young, if one is learned 

in the Ve(~as, he is elder to a B~ahm:Ln. 15 T:1e S"J.dras 1-r.cre not 

6 T:.1e Kat~aka S2.mhita (x..~xi.2) and the Haitravani 
Sc~hita (iv. 1.1: i. 8.2)o 

7 (a) Jatapatb.a Br2.hamB:.1a (III.i.110) 
( 1)) T~:e Nai trP.vani Sar::lli ta (vi:!.., 1 • 1 • 6) 
(o) Panchavimsa Bra:-..mana (vi.1.11) 

8 Satn:fatha B:r!=lhm<:t~:la (xiv .1 .. 31) a11d :Kathaka Samhi ta 
(xi. ·1 0). 

9 13. R. A:i.i:Jed!{ar, i:!hc ~r c:;re tl::e s--.ldras (Bombay: Thacker and 
Conpany Liwited, 1946) p.31. 

10 I1:2:nu S!nr:!:ti, Chapter IIJ, Ver~-:;es 110-112. 

11 A~~2stha!:.ba D1!.'l~:'!I:a 3-...::tr-as, Prasana II, Patala 2, 
c··,.-·~1' da 4 ::~-, +· .. ".... 1 9 20 '-'··•'-'J. ., ... v.vJ.t..·•:> .. • 

12 .Apr.sth2.illba Dha1::na Sut::-a.J, 0:J.apter V 1 Zutra 115. 

15 liarr:.. SllU"'i Jci, c·.1spter II, Verses 135-36. 
1<~ (a) Ataraya Era1:!::8na, Chaytsr VJI~ Verse 2S;.4. 

l ~") ~'\·::..-~"·r-··~ ... .,..JO,,.,<:!':l "D· ... "'-·"' a · 1 ~A 
loJ .L '-'>J.l.v J.t.l V ~ill,;.;~ ~.._ '--!l.IJ...:;,,l1· ~ Vl. e I I e 

1 5 H? .... !u Suri ti, Cllt>.pt8r II, . YerEes 154.56. 
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only ~:-o:1i"Ji tecl free 1e2.rning the Vedc.s, tl:.e Vedas could 

not C7t?n be r2::!. ted bo;fo:re the ~>J.dro.s by lm·r. 
16 T~1c 

reci t=:.t:lon of t.l1:; Vr~C:2s Ke.s interrupted n:e.;:'-sl;:t b:{ o. look 

~::c fJc:i tc"C.ched by the :fir3t th.:.:r;e Va.::.T.ClS iS i:.n:tYJ.ro 

but r..o~ tt..."'lfi t for c2.ti11g, iihile :i.f it is tou::::1ed by tl:.e 

l''l'"Ur~ C""ud·-'"1 it col, t,d"' +"he eo.ten 17 Ir" a ~:l,rc:.b.m.in G.in'3G . • .... ,;; u _. .J.. .... .. .... ~o u ~ .. J " .., " · • -

vii t:1 a Sc.d.ro. at n B:1radha cereDony ( cere:r'lony cf ~·Io}'f:hipi:.lg 
1 

dcr.d r..ncestorz) all Derits of the dinner vlill be destroyed~.' 

If n B:::T.h::li n C'.ies of f0od g:L""lcn by a S1A.d:ca he is re'cor!1 £,3 

r.. villn::;e pig o::."' in o. S·u.dra f~.1ily. Aftez· the :focd i ~ l1e 

i~d:c.J.ces in cc::~.~al i:1tercou:rse 1·ri th a &dra 1·rorn2-n Lnd o. 

c!lil1 is bcr.:1, ~.t becosss a Sud:~a and ::hall r.~.ot usc<::r ... d 

t 0 .... J, ~ ,, ~ ~ .• '""n 19 
"" ... t.; •-'·"'"""'\ ~ • 

Eoi ~l1ar t:1e Sudr.as c;.re c a::ried by the tvricc born nor 
('1 ~ 20. the t1ri~s bc=n are cr.rried by ~l:e ~J·:.L .. ran. A B.r2.l!IL.in 

n2.y n.;t dil.Sll ir; tl1e k:.ngd8?"J of a 5\:tdra or invndei· a::· low 
?" 

'h -I o 1 ._. d. . . t. ~ o~:-n IJE:n. ,.uc~l ll&S ·~...!.:e lSC:r:;.Dn:i.:.a 10:0. Enong ·the Vay·n:::ts. 

r:o:t cf the ::."Ules ~·icre to the e.CvaJ.rca3e of the higl1er 

V::.::r-.2-s. Tlle highe:"' 1ro.s th3 position of a Vs.rna in the 

scc~::.l hie:i:'~r~h.Y, the r.:.ore \vaG ·i:l:e s.d."lE:..:l tagtJ to tho:(; Vo..~r:.a 

fro:-::1 these l'i.~Js. It is therefore nGeC.leas to se.y that 

in thi3 schc::1e of tllinG3, the S·l:-..d::nha1 fei'T pri Vilegos 

bec.:.l.l~e of hiJ 1ovrest position in the Varna systmn. 

16 Vi:::l:n·l L~::-iti, Chapter XVIII, Varses 11 .... 15. 

17 (a) Apsst!.nrJ.·ha ll'larD.a Sutrn.s, Prasa1:.a 1, Po.tala 5, 
s:..:::>.ncb 1 G 1 brt:c~s 21-22 

(b) Vc,sizt~l:l I:hait:::t S"..rt:cas, c:1o.pterXIV, Verses 1-4. 
13 I~ ......... ,l n.Jr··J.· rn"' 1- III ...,. 1,..,rQ • .......... I)_ lu2., v.t.l..;;.'Juer , IIErSe v 

19 Yo.si s+l:l~ D'~'l.::.:'--~::1 Su+"~"'"'"" Cll~,pte·(' "'vrl~ Ve"""" 6 C" - \1 .,. -- .L...:.""""" V- l..,..vt...,; J '-""' ..- , .., ir.,)G U 

V::...:;ln:."J. S:-.:~iti, Cha:_:>tcr XIX, Sutr2.s 1-4. 

Ec:.r:u S3ri ti, c:1::::pter IV, ·verse 61 • 

27-29. 
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Discriminative Justtce 

Lr.vr is an instru.:me:J.t made w'ld used by the po1-rerful 

cl8.ss to keep the st::.bordirJ.ate classes in subjugation 

rcs~lting in the perpetuation of poverty. According to 

Plato, lmi is a convention deyised for regtuating conduct; 

ther·efore it is a::1. arbi tra:t"Y power the obeying of vThic:1 

depends on one's capacity to flout it. ~ven the judiciary 

-vras discrininati ve. For similar offences punis!1ment 

prescribed il8.S rigorous for the lower Varnas in general 

and the SuC.ras in particular,. But for the s?.me offence 

the Brah.'ffii:ns uere s1.:b .j acted to very light punishment. 

One comes across inr.~.u.merable dis:;riminative laws against 

the interests of the Sv:~1ras, all of which are not giYen 

here; hovlever a brief acco1.:..nt of some of them is given in 

tabular for~ in table 2.1 in the interest of economy and 

cor:1pact prese!'ltation. 

TAE!JE 2.1: DISCRIHINATIVE JUSTICE IN A!WIENT INDIA 

Offence Offender Victim Punishment to 
offender 

~------~~---------~~-~-~-~-~--
1 2 3 4 

------------------------------------------------------------
Killing 22 Any one 

Killing 22 Arry one 

Killing 22 Any o~1e 

Almsing 23 Kshatriya 

Abusing 23 Kshatriya 

.P_busir-g 23 Vaisl:ya 

Lbusi:-1g 23 Brs}:m.in 

.Abusing 23 
Bra~in 

Abusing 23 
Bral:.rr!in 

Kshatriya 

Vaishya 

Sudra 

Brahmin 

Brah:nin 

Brah:r.lin 

Eshtriya 

Vaishya 

Sudra 

Giving 100 cows 
to Brahmins 

Giving 100 cows 
to Brahmins 

Givi~g 10 covTS 
to Bra:b.Jains 

100 (karshapanas) 

200 (karsha panas) 

150 (karsh:apanas) 

50 ( karshapanas) 

25 (karshapnnas) 

Nil 
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~.:U3r.n 2.1: (c~:mtd.) 

'.)ffer.ce Offender 

1 2 

Victi:n 

3 

Puni[lf'...msnt to 
offenci::::c-

4 --------------------·---··-
Hcviling24 Vo.is:1yo. 

.R:.;viling 24 
Ks~1ntriya. 

P.JY:!.ling 24 Kshutriyn 

Abu~ing 24 Sudrn 

Abusi:lg 24 
~·J.d.ra 

Abt!GL:,; 24 Suc:ra 

.P.GYili~J Z5 
Kshat::-iya 

lleviling 25 
Vrds~~!Ja 

I-:CYilin3' 25 
Sud:" a 

!:1Sult 26 
Brahmin 

Ins·.:J. t 26 
B:;:·ahnin 

!r~sJ.l-!; 
25 

Bral::nin 

I·: c !"d ,n" 27 Any one 

l:t:.rC:or 27 
LYJ.y 0:::19 

T·t·-~-:~ .... 27 .. ~ """"' ..... - ! . •• cy one 

Kshatriya 

V:J.isr..ya 

Sudra 

Vnishya 

Ksl:c:::triya 

Brt~hmin 

Brahm. in 

Brahr:J.i:l 

Brahmin 

K3ha"criya 

Vaishya 

Sudra 

B:'"'ahmin 

Kshatriyu. 

Vaishy3. 

100 ps.:r:..c.s 

Ccmpelled to 
pay fine , ( 

Payment c(~1 
fine doublJJ 
that of \ 

The highest 
fino 

100 panas 

150 200 
pan as 

Co:r-poro.l 
punishment 

50 pane.s 

25 panas 

12 panas 

Pena..":ce 

I 

Y 4 of th8 
pe:1.:.nce pres
cribed for 
Sl2.ying a 
Brc::.hrr.in 

Y8 of the 
pen':lr.ce T)res 
crib;d f~r 
slB.yinG a 
Erar.J:J.in 
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TABL3 2.1: (contd.) 

--·------------------~-----·----
Offence Offender 

1 2 

Victim 

3 

Punisb.ment ·to 
offend or 

..... -· - - ..... -. -.-- ...... --
4 ------------------------·-·--

27 Hurder 

Slaying 27 

~~l""''i 1'1g 
27 .., '-'J -····. 

( Imroluntary) 

Slaying 27 

(Involuntary) 

I:.!S<ll ti.ng 28 
ot::p8rior caste 
ty limbs 

a) Scatir.g on 
a sea·~ of 
superlor 

b) S!)it ')n 
supe:-ior 
c2.si;e 

c) Breaking 
wind t:;;"ftins t 
f>".l:pericr 
c::..Bte 

Any one 

Brah:n.in 

Brahmin 

Any one 

lmJ one 
( e::ccpt 
Brahmin) 

Any one 
(e1lcept 
B ''hm. ' r.... '1.-::1) 

Ar~.y :me 
( e~ccept 
:S r: t~hmin) 

Any one 
( e:;:cept 
Bra:m:d.~) 

S·.1drn. 
(Virtuous) 

Kshntriya 

Vaishya 
(Vi:r.·tuous) 

St~dra 

Su.rJeri~r . 
LE.Ste 

3upGrior 
)a~~te 

~ upe::•icr 
CllS-'ce 

s, trc:-io:i." 
c. ~El'~e 

1'16 f t'hc nn"•'"'"1C6 ' l 0 '.O.Lo;;;, ,;..1-A.'.),(..,J. 

prcscribGd for 
slo.ying n Br::nL in 

1 000 c o1;s and b Jll s 
or .. ~b:rr.:le yec·.::·s 
( ";ti th S8T.L3CS) · 

mlbdned r.nd locks 
brc-.j_ded~ f0ll·:>'i'l~ 
the observ:.).noes 
of one wbo hc.;.s 
slain a Brahm:J.n 
livir.g in a :place 
fc.r fl'o:rr. to\·;:n, 
his d1I~elling pl2.ce 
shall be the foot 
of a tree •. 

Punis~ent for 
one year ~s above 
and gi Vi.":'lg of 1 0 
cattie·(hoada of 
cattel) to 
BreJnnins 

Same observance 
for six roonth3 or 
giving of 10 vrr..i te 
cows and a bull 
to a priest 
(Brar.~.mir~.) 

..Ki!l.g shall cut 
off the limb 

Banishing wi ~:h a 
flark on buttocks 

Lose both lips 

Lose his hind 
parts 
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T • .,.._ .... .., 1 ( .a.d ) ..:-....J.L.::. '. : ccn ~. • 

Off~r..co 

--- ........ _ 
1 

d) Abu~i\·o 
lC.:!~ . .:.:.gc 

o) I::1s ~:::-ttcti!lg 
about duties 
l!i tl: p::.:·ido 
~0 hi[)l~l' 
C:lJtG 

f) I•I(m-t:!.onir.g 
Ju:'!u 11a=c of 
st:.r:;r:i.or 
rc~t·ili:;.zl;;-

c) TeJ.~l:i:r:c; the 
~rocop·tJ cf 
r<.:li~-Cl1 c: ... 
utt-::rl::1g Ve0.as 
:!.:1.:-:ultir.g a 
1:.·c:l:;nin 29 

i) r . ....... . 30 ,::_ ... ven~ns 
in t e::. t ior: :-1ly 
to t::e Vct::1s 

; l' ) p .~ c i + 1' ..., .::-3 (I ... •'- .. _., •""() 

VeC:.8. 

i) ~cachir..,g 
St.:.c.:=-~ or 

ii) J.d. vi <Ji:t ~, 
g:.:_y::..n6 
!ood. o: 
l··tttcr to 
~~:~rJ. · ;l:~+~ 
!J.~.s b.J ~:1··? 
Of.;- . .,.,c.., :>-.... \...- ......... 

Offender 

2 

Any or..c 
(except 
B ...... ·~ ,, ··".l: . ., ) ...................... 

.. 'l.:rrr or..o 
(ox-::e:pt 
u..,"''~·r'll. '') .;..) ... '-• ... J....l.l. .&. ... 

Any one 
( €'X~t;pt 
:Srull:uin) 

Sudra 

Su:i:ra. 

Victim 

3 

S'.lpcricr 
C8.St8 

Superior 
C3.Stc 

Sv,PGrior 
cs.ste 

Uil 

Iril 

lhl 

Nil 

f;;;.:;_:j_ ShElCll t t 0 

offGn~er 

Hct oil be 
dr·on:;ed into 
his~reouth 

~·en inc1Jes (ho-t 
..... '"' ·1 ) 1· '"en· n·· ., .... ..... I,..,\..!,. .J., . _ ... J.."-'t"" 

chc:tll b3 thrust 
into hj.s r.10"J.tl1 

Cuttine off his 
tongue 

i) Ears·shall be 
!lilled ~vith 
(~1·)1 ten) 
tinl2o · 

Tongue s!lan \ 
be cuJ.; off '• 

ii) 

Unfit for being 
iriYited at t:19 
parf'1l"sa:·cG in 
hcnor.r of De~ras 
and Pitris 

Together wi t~1 
Suc".!-o. sh:J.ll si::lk 
in the darkness 
of hell called 
Asc.LlVri ta 
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Off€nce 

21 

Offen de~ Victim PurJ.iShillent to 
offender '· 

--------------------------------
iii) Teaching 

of law to 
Sudra 32 

iv) Giving 
instructicns 
on religious 
matter-s 32 

Adultery33 

Jl .. dul -tery 

Crirlinal ..,. 
intercourse'4 

r,ovir..g a gj_t•l35 
of Dtlijas 

C h ' . .1.. 36 o .. aOlv~ng 
llith Duija 
worr.en 

2 

Di.:rija 

1'-vrij a 

D\fija 

Sudra 

Sud.ra 

Sudra 

Sudra 

3 

Nil : 

Nil 

Sudl"'a 
'W"Oill€n 

Di>~"ija 
women 

i.2.1y 
v.ro:men 

D.1ija 
w·omon 

Dvtija 
vto~en 

4 

Together with 
Sudra 8hall sir.k 
in the dai·.1.o1ess 
of hell callec. 
Asarr:vrita 

Together wi tl1 ·s,ld.ra 
shall sir.~.k in _,cl'le 
darkness of h8J.l 
called Lsamvrita 

Shall be ba:J.ished . 

Ca-oite.l 
punishment 

Organ (penis) shall 
be cut off and 
property be con~ 
fiscateda If the 
women has a prote
ctor (i,e.under 
guardianship of 
somebody) Sudra 
shall be executed 
after having under
gone above pres
cribed ptu1ishment 

Corporal punish
ment 

If she is not 
~1arded; deprive 
his members and 
all his property 
and of anything if 
she is guarded 



Tt~LE 2.1: (contd.) 

Offence 

1 

d) Abusive 
l£:.nguage 

e) Insbructing 
about duties 
1·ri th pL"icle 
to higher 
ca.3te 

f) Nentioning 
t:u~ nCl::::le oi' 
su.p:3rior 
rc"..rili~gly 

g) Teachinr, the 
precop·!;s cf 
religion o:::• 
uttori::1:g Vedas 
i.nzultir..g a 
Brshmin 29 

-t) I.~+ . 30 ..... .r2 ..... ~.~en~ns 

intentio:uo.lly 
to tl1e Ver:ns 

ii) Reciti:J.g30 
Veda 

i) Teachir.g 
Sud.rn or 
1en.rr..~.n.a 1 t 3 froru Sucra 

ii) J .. dvioin ~. 
giv:::.ng 
food or 
't·utter to 
~:>tC.ra · ;hr.t 
hr~~ _be ;::.132 oflvncc 

20 

Offender 

2 

Any one 
(except 
B-n•-:> 1.,·,"11; ~1) 

·'- ~.A. ... J.J..tJ....:... .. 

... '\.ny one 
(except 
]3-...... ~•,.,.,l· 'l) 

J. ~·-·.u.l.l J. 

Any one 
(ex~ept 
Brahmin) 

Sudra 

Sudra 

Sudra 

I;wija 

Victim 

3 

Sup crier 
caste 

Superior 
caste 

Superior 
co.ste 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

U:i.l 

ru;::j_sbr~1C:at to 
o.Lfen;ler 

Lose toi'Jt:;no 

Hot oil be 
dr·on:Jed into 
his~i.outh 

Ten i:ncbes (hot 
yo~rJ) ·r-- ,. .:-~ ... t:~. l. 01. ... p_..: ... 
chnll b8 th!'ust 
into hts Douth 

CuttinG off his 
tongue 

i) Ears·shnll to 
!?illed ~.·:~th 
(~nDl ten) 
tinlc':J 

ii) Tongue s~all 
be cu ... v off 

Unfit for being 
invited at t~l3 
perff)l"'ma:-:·.cG i:!l 
honour of :9e,.Jas 
e.n<i Pi tris 

Together iii t:1 
Suc:!'a shJ.JJ. si:lk 
in the darkness 
of hell called 
Asc.IJ.vrita 
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TABLE 2.1: (contd.) 

Offend.e~ Victim Pur.tish.Lnent to 
offender · --------------------------------

1 

iii) Teaching 
of law to 
Sudra 32 

iv) Giving 
instruct:. ens 
on religious 
matte:::os 32 

Adultery33 

Adul7-ery 

Crir1ina1 ..,. 
intercourse)4 

I O•r;.,.., r:J' a tri , .• , 35 1 v ..L....L•o t,:,.J..·-...t. 

of :D'trijas 

Cohabiting36 
i;"ith D\Tija 
'WOir.8U 

2 

DiiTija 

L'Vrija 

])\tij a 

Sudra 

Sudra 

S".ldra 

Sudra 

3 

Nil 

Uil 

Sudra 
women 

DN'ija 
women 

.P..:!lY 
women 

D;rija 
W'ODOn 

D'Aija 
l'To~en 

4 

m . -:.t· ·· +b log ..... ner w1.., • 
Sudra. 8h.all sir~ 
in the dar·zness 
of hell callet 
Asarr.1rri ta 

Together "'ITi t:t S11d~ 
shall si:.Lk in -'.:I:le 
dnrkness of hf:ll 
called Lsamvrit~ 

Shall be ba~shed 

Ca·oitE-.1 
p·unish:nent. 

Organ (penis) shaJ 
be cut off and 
property be con~ 
fiscatedo If the 
women has a prote
ctor (i,e.under 
guardianship of 
somebody) Sudra 
shall be executed 
after having undel 
gone above pres
cribed ptu1ishment 

Corporal punish
ment 

If she is not 
~larded; deprive 
his mer.1bers and 
all his property 
and of anything ij 
she is guarded 



Tlill1E 2e1: (contd.) 

Offence 

In t ::-r11 a ti C'~1ally 
rcv.ili~1g by 
c~.:-j_:J:~inal abuse 
or assault 37 

AfJS,.A...rn.ing equal 
podition with 
twice born in 
layinp; claw·n~ in 
c olwersa tion O:i." 
on the road 38 

As sat"J.. t with 
virulent uord.s39 

Nentianing 
nn::.tez j n 
insulting 
:mar..11er 39 

Ir..structing 
·--r' a st ""'C r•'"' ....,.:.l ~ . J. .... , . .... oc•: ll.""39 
:Lng hJ.S dut:.es 

Lifting t".p LtQ 
!land or staff' 

Smites with .1. 
feet in anger· 0 

Sits do\\"'.n by 
the side of~0 high born 

Spi tting4·0 

tO Haking vm.ter r 

:Breaking wind 4-0 

If he seizes by 
ths locks 40 
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Offenier 

Sudra 

Sudra 

Sudra 

Sudra 

Sudra 

Sudra 

Sudra 

SuC.ra 

Sudra 

Suer a 

Sudra 

Victim 

Dwija 
1romen 

Dwija 
women 

DW'ija 

JJ'Ivij a 

Brahmin 

Di'Tija 

Divij a 

Dwija 

Dvlij a 

Dvrija 

Pun:1.sr~1ent to 
offender 

Shall be deprived 
of the limb 'irith 
which he offends 

Corporal punish
ment 

Cut off his 
tongue 

!led. hot iron rod 
ten fi~gers lo~g 
sh0lild 0e thrust 
j_~lto his mouth 

Doilj.ng hot oil 
be po.u::-edlnto 
his r.c.outh a!ld ear 

Cut off his 
hands 

Cut off his 
feet 

To be banished 
after being 
branded on his 
hip or hj_ s back
side be cut off 

Cut off li:ps 

Cut off penis 

Cut off anus 

Cut off both his 
hands, also (lf 
he seize by feet) 
hand, ne8k, 
testicles 
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TAELE 2.1 (Contd.) 

Of:fe~1ce Offender 

2 

Victitl Punish!rleat to 
offender 

/1 
'1· 

------------------------------------------------------------~ 
:False 40 aseusation 

Insulting, 
r Gferrl!lg +1 with contempt" 

Giving lessons 
to B~alElinn Ll1 about their duty' 

Offe!'lcling41 

l'Tal\:ing w-atsr41 

Breaking Hind41 

S"J.dra 

Sudra 

Sudra 

Sudra 

Sudra 

Sudra 

S·..:tdra 

D'N"ija 

Dwija. 

Brall!!lin 

Dwija 

Dvlija 

Th-Tija 

Dwija 

DtTija 

Split tongue 
. and put on sta~e 

Cut off tcr.:.g".;.e, 
ten fingers lone 
red ·hot i!'r.m r·oc 
should b.e t~l=~us1 

· ir..t.o his mouth 

Hot cil be po-:..
. reO. i:::tto his· 

mo"J.th and ear 

The conce!'ned 
limb s:1orud be 
cut off. 

To be branded 
on hip banished 
or backsicle bo 
gashed 

Cut off "Joth 
lipS 

Cut off penis 

Cut off 
buttocks 



22 Apasthr..mba L:1ar:na Sutras, Verses 1-3 

23 J.p:lsth2.I."~ba :Charlll.a S·cttras, Chap·~·:lr ::rr, Sutr:~.s 2··13; 
snr.:e po::.nts are m;;ntioned in B:i.'ihaspati 1 s Dll:::.r:r.o. 
SztGtra::::. 

24 .Brihaspati 1 s :Ctar:rna Sastras, Chapter :XX, Ver8e3 7·-11 
25 l~anu Sr'.JXi .. :;i, op. cit. 

26 Ha:1u Smriti, Chapter VIII, Verses 267-68 

27 Ibid., Chapter XI) VerseR 127-31 

28 Vish ... "lt~. S~.ri ti, Chapter V, Sutrs.s 19-25 

29 Brihaspati Smriti, Chcpter XII, Verse 12 

30 · Gau ta:n II11a:r::ua Su tras, Chapter XX 1 Su tras ~--6 

31 lianu Sn::riti, Ch:?•}?t0r III, 7erse 1~6 

32 Ibid., Chapter IV, Verses 78-81 

33 .f_pastharr.ba :UhB.rma Sntl"as, Prasana II, Pat ala. 10 

3~-

35 
35 

G ... ".r.,_ ,.,}·~"r.'ma t::t,.l4.·r!)r' C,.a""t"'r vi' ~-D-'-""'as -, ..... u.;;J...._ .1.1 ........... : •. u .._~ u o:. • .:o, , J.t 1' .., .b • ..1., 0 .IJ.r. 

Manu s~~iti, Chapter VIII, Verse 366 
Ibid., Verse 374 

2-3 

37 Gauta!n Dharma Sutras, Chapter X Sutras 50, 56-53 

38 IJi~., Chapter XII, Sutras 1-7 

39 Ha~u S!nl'iti, Cha:Pter VIII, Ve:r:ses 270-72 

40 Ibid., Chapter VIII, Verses 279-84. 
41 na.cada Sm::::-i ti, Chapter X:l, V8:;."SGS 22-27 
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.u~~:i: :i. c· ~' of 8"Jdras 
~------- ..... --

Discriminaticn by the judiciary against Sudras as 

give!l in t3.ble 2.1 presents an idea of the iron hand w·ith 

w.hic:1 the Sucl:. .. as l'rere ruled. Even the duties of the 

Var~as and their status in the custe hierarchy had one to 

o:r .. e correspoEd.e:nce $ .f:.s a resytl t the Sudras were gi ve:n 

menial iivork 1·~hich j_n turn placcCl. them in the lowest posi

tion in ritual purity 0 Some of the dutiel3 1·Thich were 

ass:Ler:.ed to tho Varnas are gi-ven below, It vms believed 

tf.stt for the sake of prese:i."Vj_ng all creations, the ID.ost 

glorio~lS being ordained separate duties for those who 

sprang from the creator's moti.th, arJl, thigh and feet, 

rc:r.· the P::·a'b..lliins he ordered ter.ching, st'.1Ci.y, sacrifices 

(;1s p-::-iest) for others and also giving and recej_ .. v"'ing 

g:i.fts. Dcf:;nce of the peaple, giiting alL.ls, sac~ifice, 

stv.d.y an'l absence of attac:~.ment to objects of senses 

ucn-·e ordained for the Kshatriya. Tending of ca·btle, 

giYing (alms), sacrifice, study, trade and agricultu!'e 

;vero ordained for Vais~ya. Serving the upper castes 

without gJ. .... J.ci.ging was the duty of the Sudra. 42 
I I 

.b. Bral'l:llin may take t.he belongings of the Sudra with 
perfect peace of mind as noti1ing belongs to the oudra but 

to his ~aster. 43 The rr;ere sig."lt of possession of wealth 

by tho Sudra injures a Brah.mln. 44 11. Sudra givi.ng judicial 

decision l:ould sink the kingdom into misfortune. 45 The 

}."8gion chieflJ i!LJabi ted by the Su.dras is bound to be 

opp:."essecl b~r fo.cine a::1d disease. 46 Even if freed by his 

------------------~-----------------------
42 IV:anu Sm:riti, Chapter I, Verses 87-91 
43 Ibid., Chapte~ VIII, Verse 417 
44 Ibid., Chapter X, Verse 129 
45 I~id., Chapter VIII, Verses 20-22 
45 Ibid. 
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master, the Sudra, vThcther bought or not by the Brat.LTdn, 
::!1 ay be compelled to. practise servitude as tc was created 

~erely to ser;e the Bra~in. 

t;-3 Only two classes of Sudrna uere exeBp·~ from taxe3: · 

( 1) Those &iJ_dras uno used to l~i.S:e wasb.ing t!le feet of t~lE~ 

Brahmins a:nd (2) those uho w·eredeaf and dumb or w·ere 

suffering fro:::~. diseasGs. In such a c11se the :reJ.u.:::.:i:Lic:1 

was to last t::.ll tb.e infirmities contirJ.uod. 

To se!'Ve the upper three castes w-as ordnirLed fc.::." the 

Sudra. The higher the caste he served the g:·eater iiJuld 

be the oeri t. 49 If the Suclra :r.r.U'Sl.-;.es llj_s du"':jlGs 'ii"i -:ho:l.J.i 

complaining against t!:le cystem, then he ga.i:1s in this as 

also the other w·orld. 50 His nil d. speech, submissivenr;;ss 

to t:i.:.e Brahrei.ns give him o. h:.gl:er birth. 51 }ie may serv-e 

the Kshatriya for subsistence, the Vaishy3. for support of 

life ~"'ld the Brah::tin for t:he heaven. However food "tlhich 

uas left ov-er 1 old clothes, blighted part of grains ancl 

very old furniture co~ld be given to t~e Sudras.52 

Originally the Sudras were kings and belonged to tho 

ruling class. 53 They were made slaves. Ths Kayasthas 

of Bengal, 51~" the Lings.yats of Kan1ata~a, the r1arathas 

47 Ibid., Chapter VIII, Verses 412-14 
48 .cl\.pasthRr!lba · tharma Sutras, P:,asana 11, Patala 10 

49 Ibid., Prasa~a I, ratala 1, Ska~da 1, Sutras 7~8 

50 l~anu Smri ti, Chapter X, Verse 128 

51 
52 

Ibid., Chapter IX, Verses 334-35 

Ibid., Chapter X, Verses 121-25 

53 B.R. A~l::ed.kar, ~~~ho \icre the Sud~f·as (Bombay: Thacker 
a~d Co~pany Limited, 1946), pp.119-20 

54 Asita Mohcn Vs Nircde Mohan (1916) 20, C.W.N. 901, 
901, 35 I.e. 127, (1917) A.C. 292; Biswandh Vs 
Sharashib:::.la (1921) 48 Cal.926, 934, 68 I.C. 590; 
(1S21) A.c. 48; Eholanath Vs Enperor {1924), 51 
c1. 488, 492-93, s1 I.e. 709, (1924) A.c. 616, 
Q~ot:d i~_P~~: Borale, Se~egatio~ and Dssegregaticn 
(Bcr:oay: ~·1ana~ta1as !I 19681 , pp. 1-80. 
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excluding the 5 and 96 families of Haharashtra, 55 king 
5hi~aji,5 5 the Vaidyas of Bengal,57 who were all converts 
to Hinduism,58 Madura Ramayana Chavadi, thousands of 
Yadn-vas residing chiefly in I\1adu.ra and adjoining villages, 
even Gupte, Ahirs, the Gopes of Bengal, Chettis, the Jats, 
the Khatiks of the Punjab, 59 Jats, 60 Goldsmiths known as 

Panchamas or Vishwa Brahmin of Marwar61 and so many other 
castes iiel"e once regarded as Sudras. Hovre-ver they are 
not treated as untouchables now. 

Sudras were divided into 'bhojya~~a' (food prepared 
by vThom is not partaken by Brahmins) and 'abhoj'~ranna 1 

(food prepared bb "i·Tho is not pa!'taken by Brahmins). The 
first includes Ol'ined slaves. 62 Historically untouchables 
were abhojyanna and therefore were not Dasas pr slaves ~o 

or domestic servants in ancient tiii.es. Sudras known as 
Chandalas, Vishadas, Vartyas or untouchables are out of 
the Varna systen. ~hey lived outside the localities. 

55.- Ibid, 
56. The Tanjore branch of descendent of Shivaji were 

Sudras as decided by the case of the Haharaja of 
Kolhapur Vs SunJ.ararn Iyer, Nadras 497; quoted in 
P.T. Borale, Segregation and Desegregation (Bombay: 
Hanaktale.s, 1 9 68) , p. 1 5. 

57. Raj ana::.dhi~li Vs As-~Tinikar, .AIR ( 1941) Cal., 20; 
quoted in P.T. Borale, op,cit,, p,15. 

58. l•Iuthas\la!D.i Vs Nasilamani (1910) 33 Had. 342, 5 I.e. 
42;.quoted in P.ToBorale, op~cit., p.15. 

59. s.v. Gupta, Hindu Law (second edition; 1947), p.45. 
60. r.IeHa Ram Vs L<:.l Sc-.hani, .AIR (1927), All 410. The 

Jaths (Sanskrit Yadavas) are the descendants of an 
aboriginal race in ancient India; quoted in P.T. 
Borale, op.cit., p.15, 

61. J.:alappa Vs Shivappa ( 193'.'), 39 B.L.R. ( 1282); 
quoted i~ P.T. Borale, o·?.cit., p.1~. 

62, PoV.Kane, HlstorJ of:Dhcrmash~stras Chapter III, 
(Poona: !3h8.ndarkar Oriertal Research Institute 1974), 
pp.121-22. , 
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For exu:nple Hadiga, an tm-Gouchable caste i.."'l RarJ.J.atnka 

state, lTang and Nahar castes in I~1aharc:~shtra, Ad.i Dravidas 

in Tamilnadu, Chamal"S in North India and D0mos in Be:r..go.l 

live on the Outskirts of the villagcso These cc.stF:s are 
also kno1m as 'Avarnas' meaning thereby that they do 1u-:; 
b elong to t'he 1 Varnn.s 1 .. 

1'"'7 

There was no fifth Va1 .. na in the earlie::." S11::ri t·Ls 0
J 

but untouchables were referred to as Po.nchB.rJELSA PanchD.m3.3 

ware also regarded as 1Hin':1s' of four types~ ( 1) H:.lH1 
~'"4 c~ 

Janrc.J.nn ('~orn against r~:tle of mc:.rriage 0 
) 1 ( 2) * 'lratyas0

' 

(failure of Dwija in performing 1U:pannyancm 1 at-proper 

time), (3) Hlechr..s living in rnecha land66 (4) Kshatri:ras 

vrho stopped performance of sacred ceremoniesct 67 The 

Hinas diQ. not accept the authority of the Vedas, the 

systen of the twice born rmd the caste S"IJStem lrtid do~<m 

by the Brahmi:r:s. The J'ains and the Buddhists 68 dicl 

not e.ccep·~ the Vedas, the Varnashram system of t~<rice bo::n. 

Do.sas or Ds.syus were non-Aryans and did net belo;J.g 
'() 

to the Vnrn.c.s"bJ Hence they were treated as Avarnas. 

Thay were opposed to Varna system and did not follow 

Tiro..hminic cerE:-monies"70 They vrere conquered and gra.dually 

6). Ibid., p.168. 
64 3 l·ianu S.wri ti, Chapter X, Verses 11, 31 and 39. 

6J. Ibid., Cha:>te:;:- II, Verse 39. 
66. Ha:nu Sl.:rriti,.Chapter II, Verse 23. 

67 .. 
GS;:~ 

. 
69. 
70~ 

Tl.,. • .:J Cb ..&.. -- -T 43 4" J..~J~u.., .Lflp uer J,., verses -· +s 
Rani Ph!'.gua::.'l Kl.lcr Vs J oge:::1drn Chandra Bose, 
30, I..A. 249; quoted in P.T. Bcrale, op.cit., Pe41 • 

lic~!lu Smri. ti, Ci10.:9ter X, VersG 45. 
A.C., Do.s, RigiTedic CultU!'e, Pe-133; qt'..ot0d in 
B.R. l...r...bcdktw:-, Vlho were the Sudras, op.cit., p.104. 
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ca~o slaves.71 · They had to suffer a lot. The very name 

Sudra is derived from shue (sorrow) and Dru (overcome) 

v!:J.:i.ch means that one who has overcome sorrow. 72 Dasyus 

cr Dasas nre the same as Nagas. Dasa is a Sanskritised 

for!'l of the Indo-Iranian word 'Dahaka' who \·Tas the king 
r"~ ,.l" 

of ]:-lagas. I:; InC:.ra consigned the base Dasa Varna to the 

cnve74 and uncer took task of subjugation75 and destruc~ 
tion of Dasas~76 He made Dasyus Hinas77 and gradually 

trar1.sformed them into Sudras. 78 Dasas and Dasyus are ' 

syr;.on;y-mous and i.n so:1e places they are described as 

.i\.suras. 79 It seern.s several ·wars vrere fought between 

Aryas or Aryans and DaGas. During these wars the Aryas 

prayed to Indra for subduing the Dasas in.favour of 

Ar-ras 80 . . 
t T~l echas 

81 Buddhists are regarded as Mlechas. They resided 

71 P.V. Kane, Dharmashastras, Vol.II, Part 1, p.33 

72 Ibid., p.'i55 
73 B.R. Ambedkar, The UntouchabJ.es: \Tho were they and 

v.Jhy The;y· Became Untouchables'? (New Delhi: Amrut Book 
Company, 1948), p.47. 

74 Rigveda, Chapter II, Verses 4 a~d 12 

75 Ibid., Chapter "'l, Verses 6 and 31:-
76 Ibid, 

77 Ibid., Chapter IV, Verses 4 and 23 
78 J?.,V., Kane, History of Dharmashas~::-as, Vol.II, 

Part 1, P.33 
79 Ibid., p.26 

80 Rigveda, 1, 51, 8, 1.103.3, quotec in P.T.Borale 
op.cit., p.53 

81 ~u!ing ;~d~ra-~Qshana period (30 E.c. - 150 A.D.) 
ua.._{as, Kusna.:1as and others w~o spoke different lan-
puages c2.J.]e from Central ilsia to I 1dia through North
\'! estern passr.ges and accepted :Dudd1ism as their 
religion an<i so the :Brahmins alway,J regarded them 
as fo~eig._1ers or I'llechas. For det; tils see: Narma
deshiia:::o Prasad, The gyth of Caste i lystem (Patna: 
Sar:ijna Prakashan, 1957), pp 72-73. 
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beyo!'.d three Aryan coillltries82 i.e., Brahmav-arta, 83 
B~:-a:~~rshi land n8xt to Brarnavarta84 central land., 85 
T:H;J? spo:i{e a ba-:bar·ian la.:nguage86 which 1ras different 

fr~n the Aryan87 and opposed the Varna system88 a..lld the 

.P..s!'!x'an1 sy~·~e1!89 and. dii not believe in the Veda£:. 90, 

They ~,.,ere h: .. andad as impure 91 and referred to c.s foreign
n2 

ors.J • Those r:Ilechas wt.o accepted the caste system b:;c?.me 

Hi::.1duso 93 Tl1ey 1·esid8d beyond the Vindhya !llou:nta:!.::l range::! 

(b~yor.d Aryan cultUl .. e) in Andhra, Anga, Vanga and Kalinga& 

Countries like .Arattak, Karaskara, Pundra, Sauvira and 

Pranuna vTere also k;1own as IVllecha countries c. 94 After 

they were conq"vler8c., they Here given position similar to 

that of tllc Cha:ndalac in Al .. yD:barta. 95 Greeks and Ronans 

·were t::. .. eated as Elechas and 1rcre reduced to slavery by 

This rras natural as ~Tohn Locke states that 

the conqueror uses one of the following four nethods to 

rlue the conquered people: 

82 

83 
84 
85 
86 
87 

Iv!anu Smriti, Chapter II, 

Ibid., Chapter II, Verse 

Ibid., Chapter II, Verse 

Ibid., Chapter II 1 
\.,.erse 

Ibid., Chapter X , Verse 

Ibid,~ Chapter II, Verse 

23, 

17. 

19' 
21 • 

45. 
25. 

88 P. V. Kane, op. cit. , Vol. II 1 Par-'c 1 , p. 1 5. 
89 P.V. Kana, op.cit., Vol.IV, p.378& 

Sr.e aJ.so .Narmadeshwar Prasad, op,cit., p.73. 

~~o Ibid. 

91 r~anu Smriti, Chapter VII, V'erse 149e 

92 Narm.adeshK.'3...~· Prasad, op.cit., -:~.87, 

93 P.L. Narsu, Tha Essence of B~ddhism (1948), p.99 
9-1- P.V. Eane, op.,cit., ~iol.II, Part 1, pp.15-16. 

95 Il>ici.. 
g6 E.I-1. Saran L2.'b.)'.ll' in Ar.cient India ( 1957), pp. 27-28. 

See also II.;rnadeGll'I<Tar Prasad, op.cit., p.9. 
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1. He continues to rule then according to 

thei:o o\·rn laxs and assu .. !!leS hiose2.f only 

the exercise of the political and civil 

government; or 

2. gives them a nevr gover.n...r:l:;nt; or 

3. destroys and disperses their society; or 

4. in fire, exter-minates the people.97 

~I'he Kushar..s 1-rere foreigners or YJ.lechc.s whose k1:r..g'!:i!!l 

extended upto the Bay of Bengal. They acceptad Buddhisro~ . 

King ?usbyamitra de~:rcrJyed many Sal1.€;hash-ra.r.os (Bu.dC.hint 

moXJ.asteries) a:r.d killed Bhikus (Buddhist ·p:rionts) in 2. 

B. c. H:!.hi:·B-kll."!.a, 3. ·worshipper of Sh~va, sla.ughtcrod 

col~.:.tless D".A.dcillists. Sashan:ra, k:tng c:: Bengal, in tl:.e 1 

middle of 7 .P. .• D. endeavoul'ed :r.12.ny times to u:proot tte 
Eoc.F~i tree (Eudrlhis:n). In Kashmir, Kshernagup"i:;a and Shri 

Ha:ra1:iha dealt ruthlessly with the Euddhists. At t]le 
i~star~3 of Ku~aril TI~att the Buddhists were driven out of 

Kcrr-.la. King Sudhanvan issued an injunction that from 

the bridge of Ram in Ceylon to the IHms.layas, one w·ho does 

not slay a Buddhist, both old a..nd young, shall be slaj_ne 98 

Thus m~ny Buddhist cou_~tries were destroyed because of 

their not bcli8Ying in the Vedas and the Varna system. 

After thei~ congest they were made slaves and wexe not 

given the position of even Sudras bu"i; Chandalas - the 

untoucil&bles. Therefore they ·were kept outside the Varna 

Eystcm where2.s the Jains vlho not only accepted99 the 

Varna systeill but also the superiority of Brahmins and 
100 Bra:unins ilf8l"'e made the priests of Jain temples. 

97 I!forrin, Clarence, The Great Legal Philosophers 
( 19 59) , r. 1 67. 

93 P .1. IIarsu, The Essence of Bl'ddiliem ( 1948), p. 39. 

99 B.R. AmbeQk~~, cp.cit., Pa15;. 
1 OJ Go:pa::!..r.~andra Sarka:r Sastry t ~~he Hindu Law of 

i<_d.option; q1:oted in P.T. B::>rLle, op.cit., p.57~ 
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They had no alternative but to surrender to Brahmir!i:-..;m .. 

As a re·ward the Ja::Lns 1i'i'ere not r3garded e.s Nlechas or 

Pancham.as. Ti'.~s I'TaS a theological distineti·Jn and r .. ot a 

racial one. The Aryans e"'.;ren surrendered I·D:lech;:w for 

food. 
101 

T!1e Br2.tll!l.ins were the enemies of Bud·;:rliSn as 

the;-,r imposed untouchability on bro}.:en men when they 

refused to leave Bud.dhism .. 
1 02 

Tl1e defeated tribes becamo 

broken wanderers to settle themselves along ivi t 1.1 the 

settled tribes. They accepted to stay outside the vil1Gg2 
1n-

settle~ents. v) Untouchability was born O"J.t of t!la 

struggle for supremacy between BuciJ.hism c-~nd Bre.hminisn 

't·Thich has ccr.~.t:ribu:'.;ed a great deal to t:r..e r;:oulding of t:t-~:>. 

history of Indiao 104 The Pa~chanas were defeated Buddhi~ta 
who were made untouchables without any righ-cs whatsoever, 

d t , ] .... "\"'\ . . t . 1 05 un er 11e .S.\'1 o:t .orannnn coun r1.es. 

r~egalJ.y, the Sudra could :w.arry only a Sudra i'lcman, 

Vaishya could marry a Sudra and/ or a Vaisl1ji"a I'To7~an, Ksha

trj_ya couJ.d mr:.rry a Sudra, A Vaishya and a Kshatriya 

i'To:c:J.a.~, uhile a Brahmin woman could be a ~vife of only a 
-n • . 1 06 m... • b . a t , (H. t. ) .ura .. l:D.ln. ..1.. .-r1.ce orn mHrry1.ng a c s· e..~-ess 1.naya ·J. 

rronan would descend to the rank of Sudra. 1 07 A child born 

to a Bra:b..I!lin r:1an by a Sudra woman was deprived of Brahmin

hood. 108 Then both Anuloma (higher caste male and lower 

101 s .. A. Dange, India from Primitive Coll'J!ltmism 
{jC:.!9) 
\ .J ' , Po174. 

1 0~ B.?... .Ambedkar, O:?.cit., p .. 78 
103 B.R. Ar:lb8C.kar, op.cit., Po29 

104 B.R. Ambedkar, op~~cit., p.154 
105 P.T. Eorale, op,cit., p.64. 
1 06 l:e.nu Smri ·t;j_, C:hapter III, Verse 13. 

107 Iold., Ch~pter III, Verse 15, 
~Od Ibil., Chapter III, Verse 17. 

to Slavery 
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caste fe1r.a1a) and Pratilcma (loi'Ter caste Eale a:nd highe::r 

caste female) marriages were prohibited. Daui (slave) 

also included a Budra \·Toman kept as conc~ti::.1?.. 109 

110 Sudra did not have the right of property. The 
Dvrij as took advantage of it a:;.1d roC.ucJd the S'J.dra womeri1 s 

position to that of a Dasi or concubine. The pow-er;ful 

Sud::-n. married a :Brahmin woma::1. In ol~der to p::.·event su:'!h 

narriag-;; s, Pra tilo~a marrj_age was :9I'ch:. ~i ted a·rl e. Ilursor.s 

concerned we:re regarded as Chandalas.
111 

'I'heir statun 

vlas degraded i.e. a.fter the touch of a Chaniala1 one 

should plunge i:--;.to water, after talk With a Cl1,1.r.dala, one 

should con"~ler·se Tvi t:1 a B1·ahmin and after seek:t:ng a. 

Chandala, o::1.e nnou~d look at e:i.ther the sun or the moon 

or the stars fa:::- purificationo 

The offsprings of .. '\.nuloma carriage were gLren inter

me'.l).ato caste abcYe the ::nother' s caste and belo-;v the 
1•i 2 

father's caste. Th::s J..a~r multiplied caste. Sorue 
. 113 

e:n.' .. mples can be cited as ur.;.der: 

1 • Brahmin man + Vais!:ya vroma.n = Junbastha 
2., Brahmin mz.n + Sudra 'li'Tcman = Irishad 

3 .. Ks~1atriya man ·I- Sudra 't'rom'3.n = Ugra 

4. Kshatirya man + Brnhr!J.in woman = Suta 
5. V ai shy a ma:1 + Kshat:irya woman = r1agadha 
6. Vaishya man + Brahmin woman = Vaideha 
7. Sudra me.n + Vaishya wcma~ = Ayogara 
8. S~:tdra man + Ksi:1atriya ·woman = Kshattar 
9o B·;.l'ira ms.n + Bre.hJ.nin i·:-oman = Chandala 

1 09 D. J?. Null8. ~ Princ~.ples of !Iin:lu LaH ( tvTelfth 
e~ition; 1959), p.7C4. 

110 HnrJ.u Srnriti, rJharr;er X, Verse 25e 

11·1 P .. V. Kane, _fi~.storr of Dharmahastrau, Vol.II, 
Part 1 , p. ·; Ti • 

112 D.:E'. :Nulla, op.,cii., p.G11. 

113I·~anu Sm~iti, Chapt~rx, Verses 8, 11, 12,18 
and 19. 
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1 o. Erah:nin r::.an + Ugra woman = Aivri ta 

11 • Brar.Jllin man + Jl..::abastha woman - Abhira 

12. Bra:b..min uan + Ayogava - Shigvana 

1 J. Nishada man + Sudra vloman = I? t~klc as a 

14. Sudra nan + Nishada woman ::: Ku.kkutta 

15. Kshattar man + Ugra wo:c.an = s~'rap8.ka 
16" Vaideha.ka Dan + Ambastha woman = Vena 

Thus the enti:re social syste:n ims governed by cb.e 

Brahminical law 'Hhich I'TaS regressive :~n its cl:.ars.c ter-

and vras us~d as an ins'tru::ne:1t by socially privileged 

DIV'ijas who were also 8Co:lomicc:.1ly and poli ticRlly pa·vTerful 

to keep the SuG.ras and the ·Avarnas in subjection and pel·~ 

petual poverty. .An arrangement was mad.e so that the 

su·ojected class could never rise even in future by .. vmy of 

dop:ri ving them of any chance of econonic :po1vcr. This has 

cor..tinued today. As a result the Ava:rnas/Panchamas or 

s~hed'tl.led castes are depriYed of the eco:1o:.:nic power or 

2:J~orer-:y. 



Cb.2.pter III 

TZE SC:IEL~ED C.:~STES 

Tho~e peo:ple belonging to the last Varna na.I4ely t~ho 

Sudra and Avarnas include me.ny caste g:;."oups 1·Ih.ich hav~ 

suffered social P.nd economic ineq-J.i ty since the ages. 
Particularly these :people who 1·rere outside the Varna 
system ,,rere known as Avarnas or Fanchmas ·or Ant;y-aj as. 

They were exter:::1al in the sense that they were required 

to stay outside the village settlement. The co~aopt of 
pollution was a·~tached to theD. and they we:::·e treate::l e.s 

untouchable castes. These castes were systenatically 

list..:d in the 1931 census of In.dia. These ur..touchable 

castea in India. w·ere officially defined as depressed 

castes in 1932. 1 
Gandhiji na.:ned thc::r:. H2..l":tjans where 1Ha:t·i' 

ID'32-ns God, 1 Ja!: t roaans people and thus "Harijs.n11 means 

people of God. T~is word in Marathi, Gujarathi, Hindi 

and. other languages means a child 1\"hose :father's identity 

is ur.~-known, 2 
and hence a bastard progeny. Therefore the 

n2.r.:~e !Ia:-::·ijtln w·as not only disliked but was also hated and 

opposed by the unto'.lcl:.ables. Sur:9risingly enough, their 

rt~action to the w-ord schedulecl caste or even to the word 

untou.chabJ_e is not tl".~.at sharp. As a result there was 

a Wild cry, an agitation 8J:1d a strong opposition to the 

bill using the v~ord Rarijan. in the Bombay legislative 

u.;sc~r:bly. It was duly replaced by the te:.:'m scheduled 

ca3tes3 in 193d and it continues to be used as schenuled 

castes ln go-:e:'!l:.'le:1t records and ci::cculars eve:1 today. 

2 

3 

~1~¥~~d R 7-~a~s J:~ ..... J..;,., .. _,....,;;:., ..... -1 

Pub,ie:ni-nr.J' u"',·.:;e ...~.._ .. _ _._,:. .. 5 .1.1...,..... ' 

:;:bid., p.40 
Ibid., p.41 

Indian Ez:-Untot1.chables (Bombay: Asia 
1965), Po36 • 
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Tte exi_)ressio:l scheduled castes was first coined by 

tha ~~or: Comnizsion anri embodied in the gover:nment of 

India act of 1935. m.1ile the castes were listed syEte.rr!r:>,·

tic?.:J.y in the I S31 census of India, the teru.s scheduled 

castes (EO) i·Tas applied to these ce.st.;;s for the first tj.r.a 

in t:1e goYernmer ... t of India ac'!; of 1935. U:1t::.1 then ti;.eJ 

\'Te!'e knol'ln as U..::.lJ~ouc~e.'!:lles, depressed claRsas o:r. extc.l:i_or 

caotes. Then tL.e goverm11ent of India published. a list o:f:' 

sc!P.:>du.J..ed c&stcs 1.mde!' the government of India (scheduled 

castes) orde!' 1936. 

i·Ii tn the coning into force of the constitution of 
India, tj.1e schedu.1.€d castes have aRsu::a.ed certain ess:rr..tial 

rights and benefits. U:::J.der article 341 (1) of the consti

tution of India, the PresiG.ont of India aftc~r consu:Ct::.tion 
'lt;ith t::c.go-;ernor (act 341(1), may specify 11 the casteo, 

rP.ce~, tri"bes or parts of groups 1rli thin castes cr races, 

t::ibes 1ihich shall be deemed to be scheduled castes for 

the purl1osen of the constitution." Ho1-rever according to 

act 341 ( 2), the parlia~ent of India by lmv ce.n include or 

exclude tne above mentioned grou9s from the list of the 

scheduled castes.. Such scheduled cC".stes can be notified 

sepa:rately for each state~ Accordi::gly the President has 

noti!'ied the scb.eduled castes in the orders called consti~· 

tution (sched~led castes) order 1950, the constitution 

(sched1.ued castes) part-e st~tus order 1951 and the sche

o.u.led castes and scheduled tribes lists (modification) 

o:::-der 19~6. 

As has been pointed out e~~lier, the scheduled castes 

are "bc::.clnvD.!'d socially and econclllically 1 Tl1erefore the con

stitliticn givss spoci&l protection to them. Under article 

46 of the constitution, ~t is the responsi~ility of the 

stat a 'to p:oo.;:;.ote lTi th special care the educ:ational and 

econor:.ic interes·cs of the weaker sections of the people, 

anL1 the scheduled castes and. sched1.U.ed tribes in p8.rticular 

an! to p:ootec:t thAn :fro:n social injustice and all forms of 

exploite.tion'. 
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The Bralunins created the Varna and caste system. 

1Jaturally it wo-~d have been a surprj_se if they had not 

ranked t~erusel ves topr:1ost in the caste hierarchy. They 

prescribed ritual plU'i ty and status wJ·.d.ch ~·rere associa

ted with t:1e SJcial, political, ec::morr.ic 5.:-J.'l judiciary 
powe:"s which were in turn vested positively ,.ri th the 

level of caste in caste hierarchy. 4 

In the proceas of the evolution of coste on tts · 
principles of gTaded Chatu..-var!la (four Va:c~1flS) and c~i~e-· 
menial purity, the vast body of people kno·-;.rn as the 

Pancharr.as or exterior c.::.stes or A:1tyaj88 or Ati ... Sudras 

fell ontside the Pa~o of the Chatu:~varr.~.a syste:n a~1d ·hence 

are !:noi<T:'1 as .Ayarnas (not belo~s;Jng to Varnat.J). It seems 

probable that intGr-Varna struggles and other religio~s, 

historical develop~ents were predominant in the· evolution 
of the four Varnas and the fifth group ·of the Avarnas.5' 

Their problems arise from the peculiar justaposition of 

the caste-Hindu village a:nd the scheduled castes• ghetto 

all o-ver India, perpet1::.ating untouchability. They were 

denied the rights enjo:y-ed by the Brahmins, Kshatriyas, 

Vaishyas and even Sv.d~"as such as rights of ·upanayana (to 

wec:.r the sacred thread), learning, bearing arms, trade 

ana. other "clean11 occupations. 

Diz.cr;j_mi nat:ton il;g,_ai:n3t the Scheduled Castes 

vJith the deal of the fundamental religio"J.s and civic 

rights, the segx·egated .P.-ntyajas :1ad no statu~ as persons 

in tl'}3 eyes of la-vr as observ~d in the Hindu Shastras. 6 

4 Hayer, ..... d: .. ian, "La.lld and Society in llalabar", Human 
Orga:r.iza"Cio!l {Vol_,2 11 Noo1), pp. 54-55. 

5 BoR. Ambed.kar, who vreJ:•e the Sudras (Bombay: Thacker and 
Company Limited, 1946). • 

6 F Jr O.etails of discriminative laws see Cl1apter-II. 
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Horeover they were forced to live on the outskirts of t~;.s 

Savarna.-ville.ga (belonging to Varnas) 7 ti1us restricting 
their mobility. In effect, they "lvere segregated f~nd 
became the Antyajas a~d untouchables. 

The instances given in the religious scriptures help 
to show the directions given to the Hindu society ·with 
respect to untouchability that exists to-day. 'Ihe tuic8-
born Hindus so·J.ght to make the Sud~as and the Ati-Sudr2,S 
their perpetual slaves. Slavery here does not mean a 
legalised form of subjection only. It could be a state 

of Rociety in llhich some ruen ere forced to accept from 
others the com:::1andments llhich control their conduct. It 
has boGn proved through rTa:r..u' s la\·T that tho B::."ab.min may 
confidently seize the goods of the S~dra, as the Sudra 
was denied any property. 

The laws relating to the Sudras and the Ati-Sudras 
down the centuries '"ere in favo'l].r of Dwijas who dominated 
ruthlessly the Ati-Sudras and the Sudras though the latter 
for~ed the bulk of the population. Lord Buddha was per
haps the first great teacher of marucind to raise a revolt 
against caste~~ 

The untouchables (Panchamas or Avarnas) were out of 
the Varna system and had no share in the social, political 
and judiciary powers. On the contrary they were slaves 
and '\'Tere offered as presente to friends or gifts to 
ter:1ples and were bought, sold and mortagagad in the same 
manner o.s the land on i'lhich they dwelt or as the cattle 

or other property of their owners. 8 The master had the 
right even to kill a slave. 9 Until recently they were 

7 Hanu Smriti, Chapter VIII, Verse 417. 
8 This was in the case, of Pulayas, the untouchable caste 

in Kerala. For details see .Natter, Rev. Samuel, The 
Land of Charity: A Descriptive Account of Travancore 
and Its People (London: John Snow and Company, 1871), p.45. 

9 Alexander. K.C., A Study of the Ch~nging Pattern of 
Bahnviour of the Pul~ya Untouchables of Kerala, (Dis
eor·~ation; Po one.: Deccs.n College Research Institute, 
1966;, p. 66. • 
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la~dl8sS labourers and serfs. The British rule through 

tll0 L2.st In-'~.ia Co:n~any in 1792 banned the slave trade. 

~to prc'.: .. rt:l.cc of S9lling tho slaves for arrenrs of revenue 

i~;·.z d:;.scontinued in 1819. In 1843 an act w·as passed by 

vthich the right of any person claiming a slave could not 

b; i11.-:estigo.ted. in public offices or courts. The penal

tic-s fer slave dcalir..gs were inserted in the penal codes 

of 1852 bu~ al!. caste distinctions, ceremonies and prohi-

bttions ware reapected. 11 Despite these acts, caste 

tyra;.n:J ar.d oppression remained .YibQ.~. · 

DJ.J.."i:ng the mocJer:1 times we find that the situation 

\{hich ex::.stcd stnco Hanu not only cor..tinued b~:t worsened 

in the J?osh1ra regime. The I~ahars and Mangs, scheduled 

castes in I<rahm"ashtra, w-ore not allo1·Ted vli thin t~1e gates 

of I'oor.:.a city after 3 p.m. and before 9 a.o. because 

du:r:i.ng these hou.:-s the boc.y casts too long a shadow w·:P,ich 1 

i·rl:en it falls on a mem'Jer cf tha hig:h.er castes, especially 

tl:t8 TI:rahr.2in, defiles th:-nn.IOI 12 During the Peshwa rule in 

Hr.I:arasnt::-a the cchec'i.v..led caetes had to ca-.::ry earthen pots 

tieC: to their necks for their spitting pu:rpose so that 

they uould not spit on the public roads. They were 

required to carry broo~s behind them as trails to efface 

their Bo called polluted footprints. 

The lower castes in hierarchy v;ere required to keep 
a respectible ph~rsical dista1':'ce from the higher castes. 

Fe:"' exa::o.ple in Kerala Kammalas (artisan caste) had to 

1 0 Killer, "8ri~!':, J., Village Stn1ctures in North Kerala, 
i:1 N.N. Srj_':livas (ec.i tor), India's villages (Bombay: 

11 

12 

Asia Publishir~ House, 1960), p. 46. 
For details see Iyer~ L.A. Krislh~a, The Travancore and 
Castes, Vol,!I (1939J, p. 126. In 1812 slave trade 
uas ~bolished in Travancore. In 1855 the government 
abol~shed slavery and decl~red the future children of 
government slaves free subjects (See also r~a.tter, op. 
cit., p.44). 
G. S. Ghurye, Caste and Race in India (fifth edition; 
Bombay: Popular Prakashan, 1969) pp.10, 306 and 307) . . 
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~eep a minimum distance of 24 feet from the castes above 

then, 13 Izhavas and castes in that group (pz.let Jati.s) 
had to keep a .r.itlimum distance of 36 feet. Pu.layas and 

other scheduled castes had to keep a minimum dist~nce of 
1 ' 

64 feet. 4 The touch of all castes below the Sudra caste 
group down·,;ards caused pollution to the castes above 

tho::n. 15 . 

Untouchability in India is ir:.timately, org::::.:t.ic~~lJ .. y 

associated With the institution of castGo 16 I~s ri.gicl 

form is a logical outcome of a peculiar notion of pollu~· 

tion (miscall.ed cere~onial purity) sanctified by religion 

and codified by the B:rahminical di scrimi~lati ve 2.mrs. 

---------------------------~----------------~----------
13' 

14 
15 
16 

ThG untouchables were required to keep 64 feet dis~ 
tz.nce from B:-ahmins and Nairs, 40 feet fron Kar:J.nalans 
ana. 30 feet frcm Izhavas, the three castes in desce:a .... 
dir:.G order in the caste hierarc:hy. These distances 
2.r0 deri ,.rod from the tablG given in tho Census . of 
I::dia, Cochin, Part I (1901) ~ pp. 181-182. 

Il1id. 

Ibid. 
According to the Census of India, 1971, the strength 
of untouchables (scheduled castes). is 7,99~95,896a 
Fo:.- detaiJ.s see: Census of India, 1971, Series-I India, 
Peper I of 1972, Final Population Tables. In J'o.panf 
there are about 3,00,000 "Untouchables" k:no1m as the 
Burukumin (including the Tokuehu Bu.rnkUL'lin, the Eta 
and the Yotsu). The Eta are believed to have migrated 
to Japan from the Philli:t:>pine Islands. They are still 
socially and economically discriminated against due to 
tho prejudice of the majority com11unity.. Like the 
untouchables of India, the Burakumin of Japan have to 
l.::.ve outside the Japanese villagss and cities. Ceylon 
too appoare to h~YO u...'Yltoucho.'l:Jles in the Roade coTillll.ll."rli ty, 
c.kin to the Hahar caste of Haharashtra. In India Lm
to~chnbility has religious sanction,elsewhere it is 
not necessarily so. For details see Hiroshi lJagtsu.me 
(Social Science Research Institute, University of 
Hc.-vtaii) 11 The Pn!'ial1 Caste in Japan" in Anthony De Reuk 
and Julie :Knight: "Caste and Race~~ Comparative Approa
ches (a Ciba Foundation Volume, London: J and A . 
Churchill, 1966). 
cf. G.S. Ghurye,op.cit. 
cf. ~laharashtriya Dnyanakosh (l1arathi), Vol. VII, 
p. 641. 



41 

'J:'::is net only insti t:Iticnalised. the caste hierarc:-1y a::::.d 
untcuchabili-Ly but gave it SQcio-religio-c.3 .... legal a:P:prc7al. 

~rr~ile tc:ll:in:'5 w·i th higher ca;J"!;es, t!:e m1tou~hables 

hud to (a) keep a distance ~·anging fro:::n 30 to 6/~ fe·~d; 

e.ccoriing tr the caste hierarchy of .:.:;he ptesan to uh~n he 
._ . . 17 ( ) ~ • ~ ( \ • H· '\.. lvas ·,Ja.LkJ..ng, b 'beno. h1s bcay, c, covt::r his mou ... d . ..~y 

his hand, (d) adG.ress higher castes by "lorda, 11 Sir", 
11 paren-i;s il e-tc., (e) ad:l:rees hil:.self c:.s nla\e, his ct .. i.l.J~en 

r.s calves, his rJ.ouse as hut, his r:addy as chaff and. !1is 

rice prepar-ations aa dirty grue:. 18 

( ~\ c;.;.l 

(. ' rj) 

woar:_ng c:c~h~,..: a~ov~o t:1e :iaj_s·~ ar:...ri oeJ.o":·i' tt.e k:c.·:;~s, 

1r J2.l'iDS nm: c:L" theFl (:::v·en 1t'hen nmv e::'.o ~·}1es 1.i8:L""e bought 

they ~~ere to be i.Gac'i.-3 car~y 'by di_r::ping them iil m:;..ld or r'IA.b

bing 0?.1. the C.f.J-~2: E:potz), (c) vr3&ring gol~l and silve:!' orna

:nc::.ta ;:..~.i (d) U3i:;.:g s~~J.oes :1c"G ui thst~.nding tr.e thor:::J.s and 

:s::c.~rp ~tGnes of th~ jungle pz.ths~ ·Jg Sha.n~.:n. caste "'ricmen 

17 C0ns~s cf India, Cochin, Part I, (1901), pp.181-182. 
P11J. =-~va, t~~ "t;.ntcuc~c .. [;.blc C?...2t~ in Kers.l£~-, add=esses 
hig;.:.e~ .. c2 .• ::;tss by aiJpropria·i;e honorific ti t:.es like 
'trr2-l"'1''"-::.-r,li t~ or·d' f··r.r i<'· .... .,.,,~.,rl-··1.·"' 'Br·:::~·l-,.,.,1· n caste)· ..;... •. 1 .!;:-' .... ..:..c.,..._.. \•· 1 J V ... tc:.tJ..:..!U'4\.;....., ·;.:) \ C....~ I 

al"n·~-Lr·:r .l_e~u fc)~ .. C!Y""l. '"-1;1 ('l..·~"'l. ""·c· -: ~'~"~'"' e..:..... "P .... ....,l-'-1-P." Ck, ~o.A.~ ._, \L .. ::> J.. "-J, .L c.;.,.:.. Jl..\.- a...J ...J-~-;:1 tJt"" • f . G.,.LJ. h!i.~ 

( 3il') fo1· 3yrj_en Ctrie'Cia:1s cf lc1'1 eccn:::>~~c order,. 
:~~~:1nclonr; iol"' :i:lea.d;r.s.r. ~\D?ointed l'y the king to direct 
tl:".wJ.r ma·t.riage, im1era1s, feasts etc. ?cr de-!;21.:1.18 
t::"e~c., • Gr.r: "'rt po..... H ~ ~r~• <:'1"~-"' 1 ...... ,., atl =~ E~ .o·1"' s,., D1' ........ • onar•r •J ..,. .:..i.\4\.-:o ' 1.,;:,,. • ·-•• J.':.a,J...C.,~,~'(..:,..,:....t.:......:..u. '...J. .&.J.o.-..L.• J..L t.;V~ J 

(:Zottayom: ~TJ.tior..al Bo'O~{ Stall, ·1962). 

S.trr:-1.12.::" SY}?:::'PSA:·_rJrJ.a are ol)zerv-cd i!l Ht1l1arashtra. For 
~x.:;.m~)le: ~~~]aJ 3::(:80'' (Slr) ::\"}!' Iral~'nins, 11Bali .Raj;:." 
, 1'1 . - ("". . ""' 1 . - , d t 'lr f J.o:"' .1. ar·:::n;..:a:J., J).~ng be. i :Ls t~e..-:J.e:ve c .~._a\1~ ov.ght 
Bri.?hn:l.:ns ::::."Jl d.errolishe:d :B::-:.1' .. r;1inic tyra:1ny in ancie:1t 
tir:.<3S a.~;.d t-:J.!li:'.~cipP-ted ~:uirn. cor::mlnitios but not un ..... 
·1 ''T0i18bl r.~ -t'···,-·..,1 t'1·1P. ql'l~·e~'v <)·? "Qra-1:..,.:1..,8 rrenco the 

... .., .. •• • - J ~ -· v.:..u. ' ~ - (.~ v ..1.. ... : ... ..J.., ,i..l• . ...- ""' • .Ll v 

}Yt':)i;Jl'iety c:f t.he title Jr..li i'or t:::.e Hara7.h.E.s.) 5·3e: 
!·la::ts.t8. P:Tc.le S:=.ecgr 7e."J.gB.:J:JP..yc::.. ( ir. I~laratr ... i lC.::.1£Uage; 
Gc":i:.:'!'.u:nt:~'l"G of !~r.harns:tJ.tra :P-:.;;.".JlicLticn, 1969), p.16o. 

i 8 I:-~. Ke~a!.P. unt\:ru.c}J.a'!:)l~Js refer to ihes2e1ves as j'AdiYan" 
_(sj_c..:.ve), t~l€~r c~.~.:..ldr~n as i1Jidor.gal'1 (calyes), their 
E~uses £~s tiac.ms (huts .l, tteir pa 1d.y as npatir" (chaff), 
tneir rice p:re~arc.ti o!l aB "Ka:ri-"Eali n (Kariud.irty 
Kr..cli. gruel, p: .. ep!lred f'or cattle). ' 

19 Il'·id. 
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'\-The i'lere ouch above the untoucha1::'1le caste in caste hiert'.r

chy w:ra not alloi-Ted. to cover their bos0m, the covertr1~~ of 

~·lhich led to riots in Sou-c;h Travancore20 in 1 932. If tnis 

was the case iii th t~1.e Shanans what night havo been tr.e 
pligl:t of the -u..."'1tcu.cl1ables? 

The ".ll'.~.~oucha'ble ~vas not alloi·red. to enter the house 

of the hig11er ups,. How-ever he was allo~·red to work as u 

labourer during co:1struction, re:pair or storirl.g t:1e .g·::-c.i~Ls 

etc. But late:- the house vms purified by sprinkling co~·r 

urine or cow dung. If the sr.:1ed'J.led castes touchDd the 

utensils a:1d other t:b..i:r..s;s, then non-infla~maJle tl:ings 

were to be :put 0n fire and t~-.a:r: plli-:oifieC. by sprj_:ll:ling 

cow tl!'ine, iil'!ile things 1:..~e clo'thG8 ·vrere to be purified 

by or.J.~r sprinkling cow uri:L'le.. T;i ater had tc be puri:fierl 'by 

mixi~g co1v dung21 i:? it uas touc:1ed by a sched.t: . .led caste .. 

Food 'i:as ser\-ed to thG scl~.eC.uled c9.ste only cuteid'3 the 

hcuse in leav2n or broken vessels which ~~rere to be washed. 

ry him lwfore and after u.se" 
22 

.A caste served only t~.e 

20 ~l:e !112-heraja hac !:o obj~Jctio:.'! to Shanan lto:nen using 
ccarse cloJ.;h but tt.ev uare net to· usa it like the 
-v;c.:.1·9n of t:1e high cactes. For details see: 0. I\lalley, 
L.s.s., Indir~1 Caste Custcmn (Cambridge: 1932), 
pp. 148-54. 

21 :n 1936 the tmtoucbables of Naharashtra under the 
leadershi:? of Dr. E.R. A::c.bscUca:" launched a satyagraha 
to taka 1:ater frcm C:t public ta:.:ik at 1,1al:8.d (district 
Kolaba, H<::J:..a:r·r.shtra). At tl1is tir1e membern of the 
v~rious cJ.s-Ges baat the U..'lto,lchables 2.nd. tr..rew mud in 
ni.:.d i:>:1 t~1e.Lr focC.. After·;·rJrds "tl;.e tank vratsr ·was 
11 purifi2d.:t t;r :ni::,j_ng tons cf coivdu:ng at the hand.s of 
Drah:li.n al:Jn5 'Kith the :-::-eci ting of h-yTms from holy 
s~riptu::-cs. For de""!;;;..:i.l3 ~ sae Di:1anaj aya Keer, Life a:;::c. 
Ei.szio::l. of D::-. lr.:beo.kr.:r lBom~ay: l'opular Praka.sh8,n 1 

196 6). 

22 Even r.fter (TD.ore than) 26 yecrs of poJ.j_ tical indepen
dc:lco :!.!1 191 ..j. this p=actice ";W.s prevalent not o:--•]_y i.n 
t:13 raral a:rc2.s but 2.1so in the so co.lled weste:rnised. 
cities like .li.l .... TJ.edatad ;,;:wre H:::hatma Gc.ncl1i cpent a good 
rart of his life. Fer 8X~ple in .A.mbavadi encl :0Tavr. -
:'8.!2:jap...u·c, c~ntr::l ::!..ocalitie.s of the A:-.illledabaG. ci-ty, 
l"SJ.tJuCh[:iJJ.es ~1ave t:~ '.lSe bru~ten cu.ps kept outside for 
cl:-i?-:2,:i!lg tea for ~i!J.ich they too pc.y S2J.U.e price an 
t:.'J.ch:::::.bles. 
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castes above it and since.the scneduled caste was the 

lovrest caste they had to serve all castes and no caste 

served i·i;. 23 

'Ihe scheduled castes member l·ms not allovred to 1-ralk 

on public roads or enter the te~ple. In the court of 

justice, he had to shout frcn the appointed dtstnnce n:-J.d 

take his chance of being heard. This is becuuae he '' &.!:3 

prohibited fro~ entering the village or town 2.rd lu:n:,.ce 

virtually prohibited from emplo:rment, business e..."'l.d c o:1tac· 

with the people. 

Fo~:r..rrs of Untcuc C;.2.bili ty 

Tl1e goverm,1ent of Ivladra:J presidency 1-ras perhaps. the 

first to put on recol"d some of the manifest forms of un

touchability in the proceeclings of its Board of Revenue 
(JITo. 723 of the 5 november 1892). There were forms of 

oppresaicn, hitherto only hintecl at, which -v;rcre listed 

for :punishing disobedience of :Parit .. hs against. their . 
rnaste:-s: 

1 •. Bring false cases in the village court or in 

the criminal courts. 

2. Obtain, on app:ication from government, uaste 

lands lying all round the paracheri so a.':1 to 

impot<nd t:be Feriah' s cattle or obs-truct the Ttray 
to their ten-ple. 

3. He .. ve mirasj r.el!le'3 fra"J.d"JJ.ently entered in the 

goverru:nent account against tl.~:3 paracheri., 

4. ?t:ll do1-;n tho huts and destroy the growt;h in 

the backys.ris" 

5. DGny occapat cy right e·r·en t1...11der p0ssession from 

tiJles i!l1ID6j:lO :ial sub-te~Emcies. 

23 GJugh, Kath.: .een, 11 Cri teria of 0aste Ranking in 
South Ir:.C.ia. 11 Nan in In:lia (V,>l.39, No.2), 
p. 121 • . 
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6. Forcibly cut the Pariahs 1 cro)S and o!l be:.ng 

rosisted charge the~ with theft and rioting. 

7. Under misrepresentation, get ther:J. to execu:;e 

~ocuments by "'-""hic.h. they a:-.."'e afteri,rards ruineds 

8. Cut off til€. flow of wate~ to thnir fields. 

9. \1i thout legal notice have the property of S'J.b

ten:ints attr.ched for the landlord's a:~~reaz-s 

of reyen".lc., 

In 1935 D:r-. l.rnbedkar recorded that the Bc~lais 

( ~:c~teduled castes) of central India uere forced to o bGerve 

certain rules :"'eec-.rdLlg tho appe.:r·el, c8:r.·~ain C.u·ties tl!E/:.; 

they 'ilere asked. to do did not entitle tl::.e :SP-1 :::~is any 

r8:n1.meration. 24 ~l1e inj":1:r..ctio:ns on the Bc:-.lais Hore as 

1 .,. The 3e.lais m1.1.st not v:esr gold lace bordered 

P"..lb~"~ss and. dl1oties i?i t!1 colou.re:i or f2r .. cy 

bo:C';lers" 

2. T:1o wome~l r_:1~1st nJt t<.Se gold or s:.lvor ornvmcnts 

or fancy go~·mo o::.:' j2.ckote., 

3. '::he:~- tlu.st render s;;rv~_ces uit~10ut dem.and:.l!.€~ 

r8;:r:~.1ncr3.tio:J. c:.nd m .. 1st accept whatever a liin,iu 

is pleaeed to 6ive. 
4. They must ccnvey i nformo.tion of the der:r'ch of 

8.ny Hindu to ralo..t.L··res of the c1e~eased, no 

matter how fn:" tlwy Ir'.igl:t be living._. 

5. ':'llcy oust play music b·3fore procesBions of all 

H:Lnclu marria.gGs on S(IDO occasions. 8n one 

occasion 1·rlwn the BJ.'U:tis refused to render the 

b t · d • t,.,,::> fllnn r-io 1"':r1· "'_,G.~'tlS d1" d a~ove mcn·1cne serv1~e3, .!v ~ -u ! '.t 

--------------------------------------- -----------------------
24 B~::l. Arrbedkar, .Lr..ni.lilc.tion of C2..rte with s reply to 

!·~L\~lo.t:n.u Gm.:dr~i and ·~e.stes in IL.cL~_l: tb.s:.r m.echt:m:!.sm, 
scnes:.s ::~nd .SeYelopi.lent (Jullu.n.du.r: Bhet:)ill-.Patrika 
Publication, 19'(0), pp. 6-8. 
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~ot allow· t~18Ll to take even water fri)IJ the village 

wells and fo2 .. ced theill to abancion their houses 

-vhere their ancestors lived for generations. 

'Ihe Hi!ldus of Ka1.-i ta ( Gujara.t) ordered the tmtou::;l:a

bles not to send their ch:ldren to the governoent school 

in tho villnge, which required thew to LL"J.d.ert~o terrible 
" . 25 sufrer~ng. In 1935 fetchi!l.g 1-Tat~~r in netal }?ots by t~1e 

scheduled castes women tvas taken as an a.ffrc::1t tJ t.ile 

dig11ity of the Hindus and hence ti1e scheduled co.stes 
26 women vrere ofte~1 (;UJS&'J.l".::ed.. 

A scheduled cctstc member of Ch&kwai·a, after his 

return from pl:igrimage t a:::r::1~ged a d:Lnne:r to h:Ls fellolr 

scb.E·dul.ed castes of the village as an act of' religious 

obligation, He prepared su:r1ptuov.s meals w·i th some i ter:.:.s 

ir.. g:1se. 'Khile tne schedu~ed castes ~'lere engaged in 

partnkine of t:h.e fol)d, hu..,."tJ.dreds of Hindus armed w·1 th 

lath:Ls 
1 

rushed to t:1e seer..e, S:Joilod the food and bela .... 

bored the schedttied castes ~iho ra.n their lives. Accordi.::!g 

to t~1·3 H:Lndv.s, the scheduled castes host ";vas i::r.pertinent 

enough to ser-v·e gl1ee and his scheduled castes guests were 

foolish cuo·~gh to taste it. 27 The schec'!::lled castes ·in a 

Yillage in Rajasthan w·ere harrassed and beaten, i.!'le crops 

u~:_ . .,_~ destroyed on their refusal to lift and flay the 
2R cattle carcasses. ~ 

The villasers in Sau.:::ustra (in Gujarat) thought that 
t;.1c schedule~.i castes wer8 i.he ca"..lse of a cattle disease in 

the vj_llnge and went ~.n a m:>b to assul t them but latter 

1verc not presG::.:.t and. hence the assa'll.l t did not 

25 I'bicl., p .. 7. 
25 Il1i1CI 

27 Ibid., pp.7-8co 

28 Report of the C·)~n.:':iSsio 1sr for Scheduled Castes and 
Scheulil.Gd Tribos for th'3 year 1957-58 (seventh 
rcro:::-t), Part ::, p.2~. 
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materialise. 29 

In September 1957 a series of riots a.nd police fj_:"i::::-~ 

took place in R.;;.!Janathpu.r8.IT. di~ltrict of Tc.miln~J.d.u, wlle:1 

122 7illages were affected a:n.d £!. number of ho"J.SJ~1 of Palls~·n 

and Harav-ass (scheduled castes) were bur:1t by the cJ.sto 

Hindus. 30 

In some· places the scheduled castes a:re not nllcvr ~d 

to use co:lliuon :pnt~s, and ,.,rill age Banis.s do not St'p~l~-- "'.i}1 s:!.r 
neceflSi ties. 31 Tho scavenger vms re<ruj.red to c€.r1·y o. broc:c. 

in his hand or under hts arru and vr:.s rocui:cod to s:1')ut 
'72 

am1ouncing his pollutir:g presence" :J 

The excessive 1mtou.chabili ty i:1 rural a:reas co:i.nDid~d 

"Ti th t!J.e lethargic attitude of the police in cur1)i:r:g this 

evil o Tl1e schedtued castes i'lere not alloi·red to dravr v-ra~jGl" 

fron public wells constructed by State vlater Board and t~J.ey 
3"'-had no access to hotels and Dlla::t.'"'Jlashalaso ·:; The caJte 

Hindus left 200 cattel to graze in tho fields re~dy for 

har1est of tl!e schod-uJ .. ed castes in a village in Hyderu.bad 
district of Andhra Pradesh.34 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

RGport of the Cci!ltliScioner for Scheduled Castes nnd 
Scneduled T:l'ibes for the year 1957~58 ( seve!J:~h ropo:!:'t) P 

Po..r·t I, p.,23. 

Ibid., p.,25. 

B.R. Ambedka~.:"", States 8.r.d Ninori ties (Eo:.r:.b:::.y ~ Thacker 
and Compnny J~imi ted, 1947), J?o40 .. 
G., S. Ghurye, C:::~ste, Class nnd Ccc"J.pation (Bombay: 
Popul£;.::.~ :Prnkas!J.ar., 1 S61) p. ~ 1. 

Report of the CommiSE:l.oner for Sc:hec.uled Castes and 
S:hedJ.led Trj_".::es for the yoar 1960-61 , (tenth report) 
P~~t I, P~o 29~30. 
Ibid.., p.41. 
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IrJ.spi te of taking :t.·rior permission of the police 
patel a:ad brothars of villag'3 Sa.!'panch for playing m·.lsical 

inst1·ument at tte vre.:ding of a scheduled caste, as the 

Sa:-pc.nch ur.s o"'.lt of station, the Rajputs and T~akars 

2-ttacked the 8Chsdu1ed c~s-.;es ivi.-Gh laLihis and dh::.rias 

&::ld a scheduled caste succ"Ltill.bed to the inju.:ri.es in 

S3.rgasam village in Katol taluk o'! Hehasana district in 
~r.: 

Gnjarat. 5'J 

Though the Ge.n8sha tank in Sika.l" distrj_ct of R::.jas

th8.n was o..t?en fol" bath to the 8chsdu~ed ce..qtes, yet. <i<:ter 

a thous:;:.nd strong cro·::-r~i gathert.'d to prevent the schedlll t.d 
·z; (, . . , d . 1 ""J caste '3 from ts.king bs.t!:l. ln "Gne sac::-e - ,;~rJ..\:., 

Sla-v-Grv ancl Untoucha.'uiJ.i t~.r -... ---·~ ----....-... ·---~ 

A person is an. entity apon ·m:om legal rights, po·vrers 

a::d duties are pref3c:ribed. Ava:rns.s ue::e not rega:rded as 

pe~So::!.S in the e:ies of lavr. This prs.ctice continued till 

the r-~.lle of the Bl"i tish in India. 

The Suclras ~rere orieinally Ks~1atriyas. The Pancr..rnas 

were also known as l:Iine.s from the 1\d.dhiot countries 

wl:ioh tl1e Brah~.ilins rega:~G.ed as If:! .. ecb.as or Hi:n.us. r·Uechns 
'77 

cantu:.'ed in -v:a:r v;er0 made slav-es • .J B:r2.hmina, Kshatriyas, 

Vaishyas and Sv.G.ras ~rere :regarded as Aryano. According 

to h:autilya the Arya~o coulu in no case be aJ.lo"'ived to 
. ~..:-g 

rzmain slaves.~ In case of a sale of a ~inor froo the 

:otrr Va!'nas, the pz,rso:n ·vras fir:.ed 12 Pan ... ~as, in the case 

~f 8-J_d:cas it vros tvrj_~e, t:1e th:rice or eve:::1 fo"J.:- tirr.es in 

the c2~se of other Va:rnas. Even the vri tneos was fined but 

i·~ w2.s not so in the case of Hlechas. 

.,,. 
,:;> 

56 
37 

38 

Ibid. , pp. 41 L·42 
Ibid., pp.42 

----=- r .. -~ .': ... _ 

B .R. ..~ml::lncik:?..:::-; ~!ho Here :t!le Sudras (Bombe.y: Thacker 
and Co~}_)a:r..y J1i11i ted, 1946) ,. pp. 119-20. 

J.S. Ka!'audikar a~d B.R. givPxangaonkar, Kautaleeya 
.Art:1ashasthra, Pil1't I, pp,20, 22, 52-53. 
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A ~"'oung ma.l'l, accomp<::.nied by several other labou:cers 

of whom one -rras a slave, crossed a lane i·ri1ere tt.e yc1;.ng 

man's un~le v;az: returning ho:1.e after bathin6. Tile t:.llc:Le 
1 

on seeing the slave, s!loutccl to m.::1Jre rool!l for h~.r2 ft Ei.s 

request -vras not sufficiently, quickly co!D.plied with. So 

he struck out blindly and f3tab1Jed his own n2:9heu, ~rho 
~a 

died of the wotu1ds inflicted.)J 

Dr. Buchanan observes that the ae;restic slaves wGro 
treated as too ir:1:pu~ce and ucrc kept With labotU'ing cattle 

in the pen limit at a c:.:..stance from the ho""J.se of their 

master. 40 

A mere touch of a slave m9.de it necessary for the 
Brahn~.n to purify himself b;r prayer, abl,;.tion an.d char..ge 

of Ero.r .. minical t:':lread. Likeuise the Nayars viere poll1r~ed 

a:::d h~d. to purif~r by 'Koolicha ObasYicha' (bath::.ng and 

fasti:-~e). This evids::1ce i3 sufficient t::> prove that 

cl~v-ery was imposer. 0::1 the schec:v.led castes st lear.rt in 

Sontl1 India. 41 'Pariahs' (sc~~eduled castes) were regarded. 

"·8 aJricul t-:A.:::.'al slaves; accordi::g to :Banc:=tj i the slaves, 

bei:r...g i:=.:purc, vmre regarded 2.:::1 U.l1touchables. They lrere 

shmm3d ar.C'. co::.ld not be approached and even could net be 
4•) 

toucl1ed. .... The ar;restic sJ.av-es ;,;ere exclusively of the 

Bindu.s. They ue1 .. a slaves by birth wb.ose fate doomed the:.n 

to hereditc.ry bcndage. 43 They were regerded as impure 

ar.d 1rare compt3lle1 to live in huts m;-ay from other inhabi

tants. The rul~rs of r·1alabar insisted. that a slave of a 

:P1il.oyan, Waloorean or Brayan castes should remain at a 

------------------------------------
39 P.T. Borale, cp.cit., p~14. 

40 Ibid., :p.14 
41 Inid. 

42 D.:tl. Ba::12.~i, Slf-lv~ry in British Indie. (:Bombay: 
Ta::-a:'::oruala a~cl. Sons, 1933), p.85o 

43 Ibid., pp.80-31~ 
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distance of 72 paces from a Brahmin and Nayar and 40 paces 
fro~ a Tean Babar.44 In Calicut a Thiya caste belonginG 
to the slave co~unity was a servant of Sir J~es Home~ 
He vras ill and so his master sent him to his village· in 
his palanquin, which was against the custom. As a 
result the already ill Thiya was severely beaten and the 
palanquin -vms badly damaged by the caste Hindus. 45 In 
Ram Kuar 1 s case, C.J. Stuart defines a slave as na crea
ture 1vi thout any rights or any status whatsoever, vlho is 
or may become the property of another as mere cattel". 
The owner had absolute power of disposal by way of .sale, 
gift or otherwise and even of life or death over the 
slave, without being responsible to any legal authority. 46 

The scheduled caste slaves like the Adi-Dravidas47 

in the south and Chamars in the north48 were tied labour-
ers. Several prohibitive laws governed them. 49 For 

example the scheduled castes' children were required to 
rear cattle of I1arasdars and had to i·rork as slaves of the 
Uirasdars. At times the male slave would be paid 25 
paise and the female one 12 paise daily for the work done 
from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. ~lhereas for similar work non
soheduled castes labourers were paid more than ten times 
these w·ages. They were prohibited from cultivating their 
lands and from. irrigating them even if water was avilable. 
It was obligatory on their part to sell their lands to 
hirasdars, They were compelled in Begar or Veth system 

44 P.T; Borale, opacit~, p,13. 
45 Ibid. 
46 Ramkuaz, (1880) 2 All. 723,726, F.B; quoted in 

P.T. Eorale, op.cit .. , p,14. . · 

47 ~kkim Harriott, Village India (Bombay: Asia Publishing 
House 9 1961), p.2o. 
8ee also J .. H. Eutton, Caste in India (Bombay: Oxford 
University Press, 1973), pp.207, 221-22, 

48 Report of the Co~issioner for Scheduled Castes and 
ScheduJ.ed Tribes for the period of ending December 
1951, pp,26 and 115. 

- ' 
49 J.H. Hutton, op.cit., p.206, 
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to render involuntary services without payment or for 
no~inal paymen~; t~~s was a common practice in several 
parts of India.5° In a way the scheduled c~stes were a 
gold ffiine for the high caste Hindus as the Hindus forced 
t:h.e s~heduled castes to ·work on a mere pitt3.:'l.ce 2.nd scnG

times nothing at a11. 51 Due to lack of subsistence in
spite of hard labour, castes like !Iadigas in Ta:GJ.ilnc.ch,_ :12d 

to eat flesh of dead. animals for survival. 52 They vTere 
also forced to lift an:i flr.y the ca::ccasses of dead cattle 
refusal for which in Rajasthan resulted (as we have notJd) 
in harrasment of the ~~fortunate people and the destruction 
of their crops. 53 

The Elayaperumal conmittee report of 1969 records 
the burning alive of a scheduled caste boy on 24 February 
1952 in Kanchikacherla village in the Krishna distric~ of 
Andhra :Pradei::h; the beheading of a scheduJ.ed e2.ste of 
Sarasgaon, talul:;: G-andhinagar~ Gujarat, for his insistence 
upon beating a drum on some festive occasion; the setting 
on fire of 25 houses of scheduled castes persons in K·;;el
ven~oni village in Tanjore district of Ta~ilnadu on 25 
Deoc~ber 1968 and the parading of three scheduled castes 
women, after being stripping n8ked, through the Sirasgaon 
village in Aurangabad district in 111aharashtra in the ye2.r 

1966. 

50 Dnxga Das Basu, Commentry on the Consti tuticn of India 
(th:!..rd edition, Vol.!; C8.lcutta: s.c. Sarkar, 1956), 
:p.311. 

51 B.R. Ambadke.r. \'l:1.at Co!1_gress and Gemdhi Have Done to 
Untoucho.bl8s {Bombay: T:1ac::rer and Company Limited 1 

1945), Po 196 
52 Report of the Crimi:J.al Tribe Act Enquiring Committee 

(1949-50), :p.26. 
53 3.eport oi the Co~issioner for Sc:'::leduled·Castes and 

Sc~ed~led Tribes for the year 1957-58 (seventh 
report), rart I, p.24. 
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The nero.orandt"!.IIl submitted to the Uci ted Hations by tl:..c: 

sched1ucd c~stes uersons assemnled in the Adi-Anili1ra 
-" 

Conventic:1 at EyC.'3rabad in Dsccmber 1968 e!llisted 21 

atrocities per:patuated by caste Hi:2dus c!l sched.:.iled castes. 

0:1e incident in tb.e state:nent of I1r. Rajnare.yan, member of 

parliament, should be recorded becuase of its UL~iques 

mo~bid character. On 29 July 1969 a police p~rty led by 

in-charge of Bakew·ar police station (Uttar Pradesh) 

r:J.ided the house of Ramcharan, a poor sched1aed caste m?--:1~ 

took his Wife and son to the house of the chairnan of the 

tovr:'l area of IJakhar.:.a, stripped them naked and the police 

forced mother to lie down on the floor ar..d compelled the 

son to ro.pe hero 

Certain recent incidents are equally horrible. To 
cite b.::.t a fe:q at random; ~he terrorising assaults on 

scheduled ca3te persons in Banda in JanuartJ 1973; a .repe

tition of the incidAnt at Sirasga~n, Aurangabad d~strict, 

at I3rahnang8.cn Yillage in I'm"'bh?..ni district; the sacrifice 

of a Budd.hj_s I; :rou-th ( exD·Scheduled caste) to a local diety 

at A:L~cangaon village in Hc:.gpttr district. 

In general the atrocities on sc!leduled castes persons 
B.:i."e as folloiJ: 

1 IJocking up families in t:heir homes and setting 

the houses on fire. 

2 Burnir.g alive these people individually or 

collec-Givul;y-. 

3 1\llU'dering on the grou . .ild of untouchability. 

4 Sacrifici!lg them in the name of Hindu deities. 

5 Setting houses on fire. 

G Stripping l'lo~en naked, beating them,. Yiolating 
their modestJ,., parading then naked in bread 

day light tl:'JXcac;:b. the village and raping them. 
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7 ThrorTin.; excreta into their drir~ing water wells; 
polluti:lg tl:eir wells by throwing into them 
filth, d2ed dcca, cats G.~1d bones of ani~::tls .. 

8 :Belabouring a~d threatening tr .. em with death. 

9 Destroying the standing crops in their fields. 
10 Co~pelling them to perform duties laid do1m by 

the tradition which are ags.inst t~eir interests. 

11 Preventing them from exercisir~ rights as a 
citizens and compelling them to refrain from 
exercising indiviC:.ual freedoms; denying them 
to access to eating ho"J.ses, pubJ.ic C!.rinking 
water vTells; obstructi:::.g t!1eir marriage and other 
processions; der:;ying ttem ace ass to temples etc. 

~~e various forms of untouchability in actual life 
coLfcr.ill to their prototypes enumerated in the code of 
l12..."1u. Thougll the u;1toucha'bili ty ( o.ffences) act 1955, de 
jt:.re overrides the code of nanu, yet the Hsnu code is to 
this dey the de facto lm! throughout the lenght and 
bre~dth o~ India. 



Chapter IV 

POPULfiTION DISTRIBUTION 

Pouulation 

In L~dia out of 43.9 crores population .L~ 1961 sa 
were 6.4 crores forming 15 per cent of the tot~l population. 
~ccording to 1971 census of India out of total population 
of 54.8 crores, SC were 8.0 crores for1:1ing same 15 per cent 
of the total population. l..nong the regions in India, U P 

has the largest population of both Sa and non-SC followed 
by V/ est Bengal and Bihar. 1 

The proportion of SC population to Hindu population 
is going dmm continuously at least for last seven decades. 
In 1901 untouchables totalled 5.32 crores and formed 27.4 
per cent of Hindus, in 1951 they totalled 5.13 crores and 
forms 16.9 per cent of Hindu population in 1961 they 
totRlled 6.45 crores and formed 14.69 per cent of total 
Eindu populqtion. In 1971 they totalled 8 crores forming 
17.6 per cent of Hindu population. This continuous decline' 
i::1 tl;.e proportion of SC is mainly due to their under re
porting as mentioned in introductory chapter. 

Pop~lation Density: 

Densities per kilometer of both SC and non-Sa are 
given in Tables .. 1 & · 2 respectively, in order to elimi
nate the size effects. ofootb. pop1:.lation and geographical 
ar8a of the state. l~ong the states in India densities 
per square kilometer of both SC and non-Sa were the highest 
in Kerala follmred by Vlest Bengal and the low·ost in Jammu 
and KQshmir both in 1961 and 1971 Census. kmong the regions, 
excluding Delhi, and Chandignrh, density of Sa vTaS the 

1. Statevrise SC and non-SC population distribution with rural 
urb:m break doun for 1961 and 1971 all given in ilppendix 
1 and 2. 
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highest in Pondicherry i.11. 1961, and in \rfost :Bengal in 1971 ._ 

The densities of SC and non-SC are highly correlated L1 

1961 an1 1971 • Densities of botll SC and ncn-SC in r·u:r.~~.l 

fu~d urban areas increased ~uring 1961 and 1971, except 

decline of the density of SC in urban areas of L.sse.:n. 

:?.~f1'ion8.l J2istribu:ticn of SQ : 

Table 3 sho1vs that in 1961 a"'ld 1971 UP he.s the 

largest number of SC followed by West BGngal and Bih8.r • . 
~s a consequence their percentages are higher in thesG 

states in con:;arison with tho:::e of other states. Prob.~.bly, 

in U P it is cl·J.e to its largest geographical area. Thei:r. 

lov;re!" proportions in other states arc oi ther du·e t; o small 

conve::-sion into othc:i."' .religions. 

~·he lower proport:i..ons in Union Territories, J & K~ 

and l .. s.:::am ·are due :me.j_nly to their s:11all geographical areafJ. 

\;hiJ.e sr::.aller proportions in i.t.SEc:tm, Kerala, i'Ia:b..araz~1 tr2. il..'1d 

G'lj:3.rat migllt be attributed to their conversions into ctlle:r· 

religic~lS L'1 the past. 

Table 4 shc·ws that the SC in Inc:ia formed 14.7 anCl. 

14.6 per cen~s to totAl populations in 1961 ?~d 1971 
rcspzctively. :~ong the states, Tamiln~du, Orissa, Plli1jab, 

Rcjastilan, U P, Beng~l and among the Unicn Territories, 

D&::.hi, H P, and Pondicherry he.ve higher proportions of 

SC tcan all D1dia averaees bet~ in 1961 and 1971. 

SC form the largest 27.4 par cent in H P follo-vTed by 

20.9 per cent in U P alld 20.4 per- cent L'1 Punjab. In 

cont::a.3t, they fcriil the lm·rest 5.6 per cent in Haha:rasJ:J.tra 

follOi.;ed by 6.2 per cent in Assam and 6.6 per cent in 

C-uja::-at i:l 1961. T!:e higher prooportio::1s of SC in Sikh 
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religion besides Hindu religion. In }.1aharashtra and 

Gujarat their proportions are lower because census autho

rity did report then as SC due to their conversion into 

Buddhisn. 

Generally, the proportions of SC are lower in South 

Indian States. ~his may also be attributed to ~1eir 

en: bras sing Islam and Christianity in tho past
2 

for esct~ping 
fron the cruel practice of untou':!l:abili ty. 

Table 4 shows that the proportion of SCto total 

population a:;:-e uniformly low·er in urbr.n areas than those 

in ru:::al areas in all states a.11d union territories. l~s 

a rest".l t the urbElnisation of S8 is lm1er tha!l ncn-SC. 

Ur"'u~ili0e~tion is associated with developme:r..t therefore 

lo~ver urbanizatio:a of SC indicates t!loir more backwarcL."leos. 

Urbc1nijation of SC it1 tmiformly lower than non-SC in 

all States except in l~.ssan L"1 1961, and Orissa, l1ssam and 

Pu2.1jab in 1971. Ho-;~revcr, their u:::·banization is higher in 

I'unj0.b (28.i~/h), in Gujarat (27.31%) md in r~!aharashtra 

(24.71%) in 1971, as compared to 11.6%, 24.4% and 21.8% 
respectively in 1961. It is worth pointing out that the 
urbanization of SC 8.J.ld non-SC in all regions have gone up 

in 1971 corr:p?..red to that in 1961 but the increase in 

v_::c2nlzo.ticn of SC is. lo~:cr than that of non-SC in all 

rcgionc. 

2. D:: J N B.icl:ett 1 G obserYo.tions j_n his labourio"J.s study, 
C~~ristian NvYemen t in Incli.s., that four and half millJ.ons 
insluding nine lakh Telugu speaking of the dcpresuJd 
cla~ses lUntot:.chables) in India becaEJ.e Christians, See 
Dr J H Jii.cb;;t, .Qhurch TimesJ~o:ldo!l, October 16, 1935. 
J.,ctual n'll::;ber of converted deprossod classes is disputed. 
Sne ilK Gandhi, Harijan, De~ember 19, 1936. (Harold R 
Is sec, L1clir.:_n ~x-Ur1 touchF;1::.1;:;s. Boo bay, ( 1965) p. 77 
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Literacy rates are very loi<T fer SC p:::-obr.--..'Jly bo~c.u.JG 

they were prohibited from learning since aged. Evon i.hJ 
"'i 

castes in s·o1dra Varnr;',:" 'tvhich were above SC in CSLste 
hierarchy w·.ere not allowed to take educf1tion.. Therefor(;, 
the li tcracy rates of SC o.r:e n-::>t even half of non-SC. 
(Table 6) 

The literr-tcy rates of SC nre uniformly lower them 
that of non-SC populatior..s in all st~tes Bnd union terri
tories except Dadra Hf:'tga:r Hmroli nnd Nagalr . .nd.. T~1is is 
n. little improvement ov-er some decades, posi ti.on in e::.rly 
twen tioth cen t"t.:try. 1.u10ther interastil1g finding is that 
the li toracy rates are higher for SC in those s·~ates wl.lcre 

the 1::.teracy rates for non-SC are higher. 

j Jduc~t~onal Levels: 

/ 

Table 1 ~~d 8 reveal that the level of education of 
SC is ge:J.erally limited around 1% i.'1 both rural and urban 
areas of all the states of India except around 2 per ce:1t 
above mat:-iculation education i."1 Kerala, Haharashtra Emct 
Karnataka, that too in ur-ban areas only. Those ntntes 
have rel~tively more facilities for educntio~, as a spilt 
ever effect SC aloo got education. In Kerala the educa
tio~al facilities are so oany as compared to mqny regions 
in India. 

It ia to be noted that the slightly higher proportlons 
above matricul~tion SC in urban s.reas might be attributed 
to certain extent the migrs.tion of educated SC f::-om rural 
arc2.s to urban arec:~s i:1 so::::.rch of e:o.ploymen t. !'Tore over, 
t:"!ey do not fit :..n tl1e given socio-8conomic-poli tical 
set ~P cf rural areas. 

3 n. Ganta~ Dtar~a Sutra, Chapter XX, verses 4-6 
f 

b. Vis~"1u Sc=iti, Caapter a~III, verses 11-15 
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Table 7 and 8 show that the levels of liier&cy and 
educ~tion of the females is at the bottom-rock, wills it 
is slightly higher in the case of males L~ both rural and 
urban areas of all the states and union territories of 

India. 

Table 7 indicates thut large number of educated 
persons r,bove metric pursued :pcn-tec:b..nical univcrsi ty 
educR.tion, as a consequence, not even one in a .thousand is 
qualified in technical field. 4 Glaring poverty of SC, 
lack of encouraging at~osphere and ignorance in and arom1d 
home prevents them from availing of the costly and long 
durqtion tcchnic~l education. Large scale output of non
technical perso~s and lack of dewand for their services 
wor~ened the condition of these educated people. Particu
larly SC neither wish to take up their hereditary menial 
professions nor can get good jobs. 

In most of the states SC neither posses property, 

~gricul~ural l~~d nor trained in skilled professions, 
nor 1-rere all0wed to do so by the social structure, and 
with the result they had to Huruse menial jobs. For 
changing the lot of SC L~ the absence of other alternatives, 
education is tho cheapest and less hazardous way. 

SC were denied the right to education and property 
by Hindu religious precepts that forced them into the 
in0sercpable vicious circle of poverty, serfdom, if not 
slavery, and expleitation in every respect. Whoseever 
raised their voice agains-t this system I<Tere put dovm 
ruthlessly by the society which ivas made to believe in 

the divinity of its system by the religio~s scripts.5 

4 Census of India 1961, Vol. 1 part V-i(i) Special Tables 
for Scheduled Castes, pp.326-363. 

5 M~nu Smriti, Chapter I, Verse 31. 
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B!"eakening or ueakening or cri ti;::ing the syst en by p!lyei.o·.~l 

or verbal B.ction or con:!u:.1:.ca tion by msa.ns su::;l:l. as drqa: or

audio visual nedia is never tolerated even tod~y by the 

caste Hindus. ~hose who ve:1 tured to questio:::~ th:i.s inh'.E:a.r'" 

c~stoo were .subjected to so::;i2.1 boycott ::.:Hi villago 1 ;o·~;:o·.: .. -u. D 

In !Iai1arashtra, majority of SC who threw the yoke of ~:Jc·:.-_: .. 

economic slavery were not only d.enied facili ti•::;s of ;:;lw:pp:i ~1.2:; 

public am.eni ties, but were denied jobs z.nd 1-r8:ro fo:-ced 

to see.7 

Ta.ble 9 shm·Ts that the nrcporti.ono of vrorlf.ingfo:-ce 

in SC population are higher th::m those of non-SC populat:i.J~, 

in bot1
::. rural and urban areas in Indie.. This is probably 

because the Scheduled Castes have no P-.1 terne.tive but to 

war~ for their living. But many of the non-Scheduled castos 

have property, ag::."'icul tural la;.:.ds. 

T~ble 9 shows that the pcrtic!pation rates of the non

SO in wo:;:-kiug force are higllel" in rural areas of the str.tcs 

an~ ~~ion territories as com~arec to those of urb~n areas 

i~ the respective regions. Similar are the observations 

::·ol' SC in all regions except in NaharF~.shtra, ~·lest Bengal 

8nd ll?.nipur. Ei)1er pa:-ticip9..tion rates of SC in urban 

a!'e:ls in Eahar:1s~1trn ar..d lJest Bengal B.re probably due to 

ttt: lcc2.tio::.1 of large industrial cities lil{e Boubay-Poona 

~n:: Calcutta vihich attracted large n~'Tiber of SC fran rural 

~=c~s in sc~rch of e~~lOJTient. Large scule migr~tion of 

CO ::-:1ral to t'.rb2.:1 ivas n:1.i.11ly due to the abolli tion of 

Jaj~n~i/G~vati syste~ and the systen of attached agricul

tural lr,bou.r to :;,-le fart:l e.nd nor..-::..vailabili ty of al terna·~ive 

6 

7 



59 

e::.~~· ___ yment in rural areas. +-l1ostly SC were attached agri-
cultural labour. After Independence and acceptance of 
universal adult tranchise the probfems of SC was voiced 
in one form or the other by the politicians, philosophers 
and administraters. 

The participation rate. in working force on non-SC is 
less than 50 per cent in all regions, except in. A P, lv! P, 
H P, Dadra~gar Haveli, ~agland, L M A Islands, WEFA.and 
Sikkim. While the participation rates of the SC are higher 
than non-SC in all regions. 

It is observed uniformly that the participation rates 
in working force of the non-SC and SC are less than 50 per 
cent in urban areas of all the regions of India, except 
in I<ianipur. However, in rural arearp, non-SC participation 
rates are higher than 50 per cent in A P, H P, Rajasthan, 
H P, D N H, Nagaland, AN Islands, L M A Islands, \'lEFA and 
Sikkim. Similarly, they are so for SC of !ndhra Pradesh, 
M P, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Rajasthan, H P, D Nagar Haveli, 
Pondicherry and Nagaland. 

In general it appears that '\'Therever the non-SC parti
cipation rates are higher there SC participation rates are 
also higher. 

The participation rates ot SC in both rural and urban 
areas of all regions are higher than those of non-SC 
except in J &: K, Haharashtra, and Punjab Probablythis may 
be due to migratio~ of SC working are population from rural 
areas to urban areas by leaving behind old, disabled and 
children population in rural areas. 

Higher participation rates particularly of SC might 
be due to their lm; paid erc.ployment in menialjobs where 
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no skill or mir:\:1um skill is required~ The religious 
restrictions and social prohibitions imposed on SC lead 
to their economic e:x:ploi tat ion and .social cppression. 
Therefore, ·in order to maintain the family most of the 
family members irrespective of their ages have to work 
at minimum wages for survival. Morever, they were 
deprived of learnin~ and training and were:prohibited' 
since time immorial from joining lucurative jobs. 



I:rJ.dia 
1 
2 Assmo. 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

1() 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

Bihar 
Gujarat 
J&K 

KEn·ala 
n.P. 
Tan:.ilnadu 
liaharazhtra 
Karnataka 
O::i."iGGa 
Pur.. jab 
I1.aj3.stt.an 
U.P. 
Wo Bent;al 
A!1daman & 
Nicobar Island 

17 Delhi 
18 H~ Pradesh 
19 L M A 
2 0 Nani:p1:r 
r:1 Trinura 
22 D I( Enveli 
23 Goa & D, D. 
24 Pondicherry 
2 5 N ugala."l d 
26 Si:ckim 

__ .£.2!:!:LJla_!~-C21. 
Tctc.l UuraJ. Urban 

140 
132 

93 
272 
~13 

26 
440 

75 
265 
130 
125 
114 
16<3 
60 

253 
399 

8 
1813 

49 
856 

35 
108 
118 
171 
796 

23 
23 

116 2074 
111 1G95 

91 3075 
251 1938 
85 283J 
21 1964 

385 2309 
64 2511 

200 1 '{ :;.2 
96 1714 
98 1 '738 

107 1092 
135 3697 

51 605 
222 3G70 
307 5070 

6 1B33 
269 7314 

47 1036 
856 

32 3779 
99 2514 

1"18 
145 49"i5 
636 3863 

21 748 
21 669 

sc 
Total Rural bt·ban 

20 
18 

6 
38 

7 
2 

38 
10 
47 

7 
16 
18 
34 
10 
53 
79 

235 
14 

1 
11 

2 

123 

18 
16 

5 
36 

6 
2 

35 
9 

42 
6 

14 
1 '"{ 
30 

9 
50 
72 

61 
13 

1 
11 

2 

121 

180 
149 
204 
173 
217 

69 
110 
247 
179 
75 

168 
124 
434 
76 

436 
400 

8~-4 
206 

9 
165 

161 
4 

Non-s_g ___ _ 
Total H.ur3.l Urban 

119 97 
114 95 
92 85 

23::5 215 
106 79 

24 20 
403 350 

65 55 
215 159 
123 90 
108 84 
96 90 
~34 105 
50 42 

200 173 
320 . 2)5 

8 6 
1580 201 

36 34 
856 856 
~5 32 
97 89 

11b -116 
171 145 
674 515 

23 21 
2} 21 

1893 
1546 
2370 
1765 
2655 
1895 
2199 
2263 
1563 
1639 
1570 
968 

3263 
529 

3434 
4671 

1333 
6471 
880 

3770 
2350 

4915 
3702 
. 745 

669 

lkf .. J.fl.: C8l"lsun of India 1961, se~ies I - Pn=-t II-1':..( ii) Unic:::-1 Primary Cc:1.sus Abs-~r3.cts 



IJ:;.;_ble. 2 : Statc:::";Jise PormlatLm. De:J.alty (inJ3o .. J~_971 
-·--"'-~""---------·-··- ... ··--.--.. _, ___ .. _ _, 

Sl. 
Uo. Sto.te 

Ind.ja 

1 .&~d.hra Pradesh 
2 Assam. 
3 Bi?"1ar 
4 Gu.jarat 
5 Haryana 
6 H. Pradef.l1 
7 J & K 
8 Korala 
9 Nadhya Pradesh 

1 0 r-~aharash tra 
11 IV~anipu.r-
1 2 Neghalr.. . .{a 
13 Karnataka 
14 Nagnland. 
15 Or:.8oa 
16 Pu.njab 
17 Rajasthan 
18 T~.mil!ladu 
19 Tripura 
20 Utta Pra.deoh 
21 v:est .Bengal 
22 A & N Islr;mds 
23 Ch::..ndigarh 
24 D H Haveli 
25 D8lhi 
26 Goa, D & D 
27 L M A 
28 Pcndicherry 

~'I·~.-+;~!_ Po":J_1!.;;.\qt:·i 0!'1 SC 

Tct:::l Rurc::.l Urban Total Rural Urban 

i67 

157 
150 
324-
•!36 
227 

62 
21 

549 
94 

164 
tt8 
45 

153 
31 

1 ~-1 
269 

75 
317 
149 
300 
504 

14 
2257 

151 
2738 

225 
994 
983 

139 

123 
137 
295 
100 
~89 
58 

477 
'l9 

115 
42 

4 
118 

28 
130 
208 
62 

231 
134 
260 
388 .. ~ 

I I 

431 
151 
4-03 
172 
9~4 
660 

2502 

2359 
2907 
2031 
1624 
3924 
1554 
2~82 
2584 
2376 
2554 
3083 
3853 
2272 
1230 
1113 
4648 
1198 
2115 
3875 
4355 
562:~ 
3277 
4044 

8172 
1653 

3425 

24 
21 

9 
46 

9 
43 
14 
2 

46 
12 
~0 
1 

20 

'"11 G., 

66 
12 
56 
18 
63 

100 

255 
3 

428" 
4 

1 ';2 

22 

19 
8 

43 
7 

39 
13 

2 
43 
11 

8 
of 
i 

17 

20 
57 
10 
49 
18 
59 
94 

93 
3 

101 
3 

136 

2~9 

192 
188 
185 
108 
437 
228 
80 

128 
240 
121 

13 
58 

206 

125 
711 
154 
215 
2!3 
4·93 
371 

413 

1189 
42 

_ _;"[g.[i._-8C __ _ 

TotB.l Ru::.'al lh'ban 

143 117 
~ 09 
129 
253 

93 
150 

45 
15. 

A "A: II ..... 
68 

107 
41 

4 
1 01 

28 
no 
1 ~>1 
52 

1G2 
11 G 
2C2 
294 

228) 

2167 
2719 
1G46 
1516 
3!~81 
13?6 

.. 2.102. 
?t1'16 
2137 
2433 
:;5070 
37':15 
2065 
12::;o 

988 
3937 
i044 
1900 
3G32 
3862 
5254 
3277 
3-531 

5983 
1611 

3160 

Basis: Cc!::.:J"'...ls cf India, 1971, Series 1, L"ldia, :PG.rt 11-A (i:!.) U!lion l'rimc::'y Ccr..cu3 
A hstl"":-lrd:R _ 



Tnble. 3 Percent~ges of SC in eAch region to totRl 
~c in India, 1961 & 1971 

State 1961 1971 

India 100.00 100.00 
1 Andhra Pradesh 7.72 7.22 
2 Assam 1 .14 1 .14 
3 Bihar 10.10 9.94 
4 Gujarat 2.12 2.28 
5 ·Jammu and Kashmir 0.44 0.48 
6 Kerala 2.23 2.22 
7 ~1adhya Pradesh 6.60 6.82 
8 Tamilnadu 9.42 9.14 
9 Maharashtra 3.46 3.78 

10 Karnataka 4.54 4.81 
11 Orissa 4.29 0.41 
12 Punjab 6.42 4.19 
13 Rajasthan 5.25 5.09 
14 Uttar Pradesh 2:5.91 23.19 
15 West Bengal 10.70 11 .02 
16 Delhi 0.53 0.79 
17 Himachal Pradesh 0.57 0.96 
18 Manipur 0.02 0.02 
19 Tripura 0.19 0.24 
20 Dadra and Uagar Haveli N N 
21 Goa, Diu and Daman 0·.02 
22 Pondicherry 0.09 0~09 
23 Nagaland 1~ N 
24 Arunachal Pradesh N 
25 Chandigarh 0.04 
26 Hariyana 2.37 
27 rvieghalaya N 

N = Negligible. 
Basis : (1) Census of India 1961, Vol.1, Part V-k(i) 

Special Tables for scheduled castes. 
pp.XI-VII. 

(2) Census of India 1971, S8ries I India Paper I ·· 
of 1972, Final population Table,. pp.), 4. 
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States 1 q..:; 1 Sche:iuled"'castis '1 ·'::'7 ·! --~-
----::,.,;:;.~.::;.,"'"~' ..... ·~·---·---

·~<)tJ.l. Ru.:. .. al 'Grban · :c(:tel. Rv.1"aJ. U:r.·t::.r::. 

---------------------------------------India 

1 A .. Po 
2 13S::l.Ill 

3 -·,. .:iJ.J:'lr 
4 CfJ.~a.rat 
5 J & K 
6 KE;raJ.a 
7 rr. .• P.. 
8 Tr:d.lnadu 
9 r~rr~:'1arasht::;:oa 

10 
11 

t:.c.:rr..a tCJ.ka 
0;:-issa 

1 2 P~; ::, jab 
1 3 F'~-~ ;: ,:;,!'.rt!lar: 
14 'Uo?o 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
2'J 
2'1 

V,i. Ber!g::".l 
tel:1:;.i 
Eir..r.ctal P. 
r.;c:n.i~1.:..r 
~:r:..pu:ca 
j) N Eav-eli 
G:o;:., D & :0 

22 Pc:.:.iichc!·y 
23 l~ E F A 
24-
25 

!-:a.r.;ala.nd 
.&r~xachal 
Pradesh 

26 Ch2.1~digarh 
27 liary&.··w 
28 Kegl:al::l.ya 

14.7 
'13 .8 

6.2 
14.0 
6.6 
B .. O 
8.5 

'! 3.1 
18.0 
5e6 

'1).2 
15.7 
20 . ../~ 
;6a7 
20o9 
1 S'. il 
12.9 
27,4 

1 • 7 
10 o5 
1 0 7 

15.4 

N 

U = Nsgli.gible 

16.0 

14 .. 9 
6,1 

14.5 
7.7 
8~9 
9 .1 

13~7 
28.8 

6 .1 
14.2 
16.0 
22.6 
17.5 
22.3 
23.3 
23 .. 2 
27~8 

1 • 9 
1 0~9 

1 • 7 

19.0 

N 

...... 

8.7 
8.8 
6.5 
8.9 
6.3 
3.5 
4 .. 8 
9o8 

10.3 
4-35 
9 .. 7 

11 .4 
11 0 7 
12.6 
11 • 3 
7 .. 9 

11 ·5 
19.0 
0.2 
6.5 

-13o3 1:;· .. 5 
6.6 6.i 

14.1 14.7 
6~8 6 .. 1 
8o2 9o3 
8.3 8"9 

13~ 1 13.7 
1'"(.,8 21 01 
6.6 6.6 

1Jol 14,4 
i5G1 15.4 
24.7 27.6 
15.8 16.5 
21 .. 0 22~6 
19.9 24.3 
15.6' 25.1 
22.2 22.13 
·t.5 i.~i 

12.4 13.1 
1 .8 1 .8 
1-9 1.,'7 

15.5 21.1 

0.1 0.1 

11.3 21.7 
18.9. 20.5 
0.4 0.2 

t3. "1 

6 <•5 
9 ~ 1 
6.6 
3.7 
4.9 

10-. I 
1 0 •. 'l 
4.7 
9 .1 

11.2 
'15. 3 
12o8 
1 ·j 0 3 
6.6 

14.5 
1t1n7 
0.4 
I" ~' 
t).) 

'·: 0 .. 2 
'j 1.~ 1 
1.5 

1) Censas of India, 1961: Vol.I, L"lldia, Part V-·b.(i), 
Suecis.l Tables for Scheduled Castes, pp. XIV:!: 
Xl1II. 

2) Ce.."l.su.s of L'ldia, 1971, Serj_es I, India, Paper 
cf 19ri2, Final :Popula-!;ion Table, PP• 3-4 • 
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Table. 5 Urbanization of SC in 1961 a~d. 1971. 

1961 1971 
State 

s c .Non-SC s c Hon·-f.lC' 

India 10.7 
1 Andhra Pradesh 11 .1 

8.3 
5.4 

24.4 
7.4 
8.5 

1 o. 7 

19.2 
7G65 
8.9 

25.9 
17 .. 5 
15.7 
14.8 
29.2 
28.6 
23.2 

11 .9 
11 .a 
9.4 
6 • .5 

27.2 

21 .1 
20o5 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

1.ssam 
Bihar 
Gujarat 
J:lmr.~u & Kashmir 
Kerala 
Nadhya Pradesh 
'I'amilnadu 
r~aharash tra 
Kar·nataka 
Orissa 
Pw!jab 

15.3 
21.8 
16.3 
4 .. 6 

Rajasthan 12.3 
Uttar Pradesh 6.9 
~lest Bengal 

7
9
9 

·.,f3
7 Delhi 

Himachal Pradesh 3.3 
~ianipur 1 .2 
Tripura 5.6 
Pondichery 6.6 
Nagaland 75.4 
Arw1achal Pradesh 
Chandigarh 
:-Harya.11a 
Heghal2.ya 

6.6 

17.1 
14.4 
28.1 

5.3 
8 .. 8 
9.4 

5.2 

ODS 
9~7 

12.55 
17.3 
24.7 
16.8 
15 .1 
28.1 
14.2 
7.6 
8.2 

83.5 
4.6 
3.5 
5.3 

1.2 
81 .9 
10.4 
57.0 

8.8 
10.6 
28.1 
19.5 
18.8 
16.8 
33.0 
31.6 
25.4 
8.8 

26,7 
18.3 
15.7 
28.9 
90.8 
7.7 

13.3 
11 .2 

Non-SC = Total Population - SC Population. 

Basis : i) Census of India, 1961, Vol.I, India 1961, 
Part II-i•• 

ii) Union Primary Census 1bstracts, 1961. 

iii) Census of India 1961, Vol.I, Part 
V-k(i) Special Tables for Scheduled 
Castes, pp.XL. VI-XLVII (iii) Census 
of India 1971, Series I India, Paper 
I of 1972, Final Population, 1972 
pp.3-4. 
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Non
SO T.ot2.l Rural Urtan 

----------------------------------------
InG.ia 

1 ~ndhra Pradesh 
2 Assam 
3 Bi!l:;:;.r 
4 Gu.jnrR.t 
5 Jawrr~u & K~GhQir 
6 Kero.Ja 
7 Ns.d!..ya Pradss:1 
·8 To.;!!.:..lnadu 
-· 

10 
11 
12 

iiJa.b.ara sh t:=-a 
K2. !'na taka 

I\~n~ie."b 
·l3 l{s.jas·~r.e.:l 
i 4 u·:t9.r Pradesh 
1 5 11v est Ben{;'ll 
1 :5 Dslb~. 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 

::.lr.:achc-~1 P:-adeoh 
Fa ... :.ipur 
~r· :;_;:;uTa 
D N Es.-v?eli 
Pondiche:cy 
nabala~.Ld 

26.4 
23.2 
2'{ e5 
20.4 
31.0 
11 u 6 
48.9 
l8a) 
35.1 
30.6 
27.9 
2)o5 
28.0 
17.0 
20.4 
7i •• ~ 
..... .) . ; 
57.4 
20.4 
30.6 
21 .4 
9.2 

42.2 
17.9 

8e5 
24.4 
G .. O 

22.5 
4 .. 7 

24- .. 4 
7.9 

14.7 
15 .. 8 
9 .1 

11 • 6 
9~6 
6q4 
7. ·1 
13~6 
20.9 
8.5 

22.4 
1).4 
2G~6 
11 • ·1 
25.4 

8.9 
6~8 

23.5 
5.4 

19 .. 8 
4·.2 

23.4 
6.5 

1:2.5 
12.6 
6.6 

11 • 3 
8.9 
- ? ? •.. 
6s3 

12.7 
14o5 
7.8 

~242 
12.8 
26.6 
10.6 
35.5 

21.3 

21 .7 
)4..2 
15 .1 
)0.8 
10.8 
35.9 
19.6 
26.3 
c:s·.s 
21 • ~~-
17.2 
15.4 
1/f .• s 
19.0 
2•1 .2 
22.5 
2'7.9 ~ 
36.7 
2).7 

17o8 
22.1 

C::;~suz of Ind.i.a 1961, Vol.I, Part V-b.(i), 
S~ecial Ta~les for SchedulGd Casten, 
pp. 3.'26··392. 



1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

InG.la 

B1l:ar 
Gujarn-t 
J arr.:::J.u & l~c:: . .:l~1:.nir 
Keral.a 
i'~.J.dhya Pradsi3h 
~.:•.!:lil~i.:J. d.u 

9 I·!['.:,D..ca 8Lct::::-a 
1 0 Knrna t ::t:<:.:a 
i1 Ori~ca 
12 
1:-J 
11 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 

Punjab 
n.o .. j [1. s t r ... ~=~"! 
lJtt2.r Pr.:-tdesh 
vle::;·t; Bengal 
Delhi 
E~~3c~al Pred~sh 
N::m:i.pT.:\r 
Trinur..-a 
D Y.E1:..veli 
Por ... cU.cher:~y 
Kas-al:clr..-:!. 

::. Negli.t:j ble 

IlJ.i t.ora to 

8.l.9 
8R.9 
6~1.1 
89.? 
69.9 
92 .. 8 
69.6 
en .. o 
79.1 
79.4 
t38.6 
80 .. 5 
84.9 
90"2 
88.4 
79 .. 0 
'75 .. 0 
EG.3 
68.4 
78.7 
64.1 
82 .. '75 
65 .~. 

97 .. 5 
El4.'7 
99.2 
90.7 
99.1 
e3.6 
~~9 .1 
95.8 
S6.5 
90 .. '3 
96.8 
98~2 
99 .. 6 
99.3 
S6.2 
97.6 
98.5 
87.7 
96.3 
79.9 

96 .. 1 
60.0 

,.., 
1.11 

Li.to::..~:::.te (~;i-'"'h
out c-:duc<.:ttio:lal 

levels 

M 

7~8 
2}.5 
8.5 

13.4 

23.2 
9.7 

17.2 
1.3 .o 
10.1 
17 .6 

8 .. 2 
8.8 
8 .. 6 

15.0 
17.2 
9 .. 6 

26.1 
15 .. 3 
30.9 
'13 .. 3 
26 ... 9 

F F 

2.0 0.5 0.3 
~Z1 ~o~ 0.7 0.2 

1"i .9 6.9 ).3 0.0 
0.1 1.7 Oo1 0.·1 
4~2 16.5 5.2 Op3 
0.7 1.2 0.1 0.2 
1~.9 6.4 3-3 0.3 
0.72 2.3 0.1 0.1 
3.6 3.3 C.6 0.3 
2.7 7.3 0.8 0.2 
1.5 1.1 o .. ~ 0.2 
0 ~'Q 1 • 8 0. 2 0. 1 
1 • :f'· •, 6 • 1 0 • 5 0 • ~ 
o .. ::s" 0.9 o.o 0.1 
0.6 ', 2.6 0.1 0.1 
3.0 '·-,-~:5~5 0.3 0.5 
2.0 '£~5 0~3 1.2 
1 .. 2 :).8 0.3 0.2 

10.7 5-~ 1.6 0.3 
2 2 • 8 5 • 6 '·., 0 • 9_ 0 0 3 
i 9 • 6 4 • 5 "·, 0 ~ 5 ·- . ---.. 0 • 5 
3.0 3.7 o.a -o~2. 

40.0. 3.8 3.8 

F 

N 

N 
u 
N 
N 
11 
N 
N 
N 
N 
u 
N 
N 
N 
N 
~I 

0.1 
N 
N 
N 
N 
n 
N 

l\~· 

~= Educatic:::!s.llmrels atcve no..triculation, like Ul."b3.n a:rec:-.~ 7 arc not avail?.ble 
fer ru.ral areas • 

1961, Vc1·.5, Pn.rt-V-A(:L) Spac.:!.s.l '£3.1i::r_es fo~ SchEidulcd c:istes, Ce~EU:J c:f Ind.i'l. 
Ttn ':::;.~7 _ ~c, ':i 



:J;'·"l:U·.'L~ P(:~cent8.P"GS c·f SC ~l:V L=r;relG 
--:---~-- ... --~··---·''"·-

crf H~u._pnti.Q::''Ldn UrJ>n.~-I(lr~in~ 19~_1 

Literate 
P:~imary cr rv:e. tric or T·3C:1nical IlJ.i-te.:::-·a to wi tl:o1::t 

S""!~~=t teG edu ca tic::.1el Ju:1ior Higher e.:n.d above 
1a".rel s BasiG Scconda!"y meitric 

!1 F M F n ]' !·1 F N F 

In~1ia ·67 .8 90.0 20.6 6.7 9.8 3 .1 1 .6 0.2 0.2 u 
1 L ... "ldhra Prade:Jh 67.5 89.4 18 .. 0 6.2 12.3 4-.1 2. ~) 0.3 0.2 1'f 
2 J.s S2r.El 59.3 7!! .• 2 26.6 13.8 11 • 9 6.7 1 0 6 0 ~-•? 0.4 
3 Bihn.r 75.0 95 .. 9 18.6 3 7: 5 .. 0 0.7 1 • 3 0.1 0 01 l'if .:; 
4 G1;..jo.ra t 55.1 84 .. 8 16 .. 0 5.6 27.3 9.5 1 .4 0.1 0.2 
5 JEnr.:n.l & Kashmir 83 .. 0 96 .. 2 12.5 3.2 3 .1 0.5 1 .4 o.o 0.3 
6 Ks:"8.la 55 .. 7 72.5 30 .. 5 19 .1 11 • 3 7.4 2.0 0.9 0~4 N 
7 M:0..dhya Pradesh 67~3 9!; .7 2Gv3 4.6 5 .. 6 0.7 0 .. 7 o.o 0.1 
8 Te.milna'iu 61 .. 7 e:;;.,o 23.6 8 .. 6 12.9 5.0 1 • 7 0.3 0.1 N 
9 Maharaahtra 5'7.8 06.1 20.2 8 .. 2 19.6 5.,3 2 .. 0 0.2 0.2 0.1 

10 Karm:>.taka 67.8 sc.o 22.5 7.4 7 .. 2 2.3 2 .• 3 0.3 0.2 N 
11 Oris;::3. 74 .. 1 92 .. 1 22.0 7.1 3.2 0.7 0.5 o .. o N u 
12 P-v.n jab 75.8 95.1 12.4 3.0 10.0 1.8 1 .7 0.1 0.1 N 
13 Rn j a o th::m 74.8 96.4 22.2 3.3 2 .. 2 0.2 o .r~ 0 .. 1 0.1 N 
14 Utta1 .. Pz-n.deEh 71 .5 S2 .. 3 19.7 5.8 6.6 1 .5 1.9 0.3 0.3 0.1 
15 \rlest Bone"li 71..7 87.2 19.6 9.4 7.4 3.3 1 .. o 0.2 0.3 N 
16 Delhi 65.1 92.0 14.2 6.'3 6.7 1 • 1 2.0 0.1 Op5 0.1 
17 Hinnchnl Pradesh 62.0 8~ .3 21 • :; 10.3 13.8 5 .1 ?..5 0.3 0.4 u 
18 J'.Icnipur 43.5 98.2 41.6 0.8 ~j .. 9 6.9 1 .1 0 .. 1 
19 Tripnr~.t 65.2 88.8 20.7 6.G 12~2 4.4 1 • 5 o. ~ 0.1 n 
20 Pondichory 76.5 88.0 1·1-. 2 t.: 1- 7 p 5.7 1 .. j 0 .. 8 ..;•:;/ .o 
21 l:J'n.g::tln.nd 74.1 52.9 20./} 17 .1 5.6 

1-T = Ncg::'..iGi".Jlc 

JD.~~tu Census of I1~din. 1961, Vol.I, Fnrt V-L.( i) speci'll Tc..blcs for Schedv.lcd c~:.stcs 
PP• 326-363. 
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B"t::tte Nc?J. S~hed:tled C'aste Scheduled Caste 

R ' m R u m ·U .:... J. 

Iadia ",., 3 i.j- • .:. 0 41.5 33 .. 0 lr1 .1 48.1 3EL1 

1 A.P. 50.3 53.0 35 c 1 61 .6 53.5 ~ ,.. ,..,. 
r . .J' { 

2 L\.st}am .:~3 .4 t;.) .9 3G.9 41.8 11.2. ~ 38 .. 6 
3 Bitnr 40.2 .:~0.9 32.5 49 .o. 49.5 40.0 
4 Gu,inrat 4 ~ .o ~~4 .9 --:q r:. 

"·~ • :J 4?..6 45.6 3:).1 
5 J & K ·~2 .9 4~ .. 7 30.1 t: 1 • 1 4~ .8 . 32. ~?. 
6 Kor[:1l:1 32.0 <-1' ,., ,.~ 

)t:. •) 29.0 ~-7 .8 48.4 4i.2 ,..., ji,T ""') r::: .• .,... 54.7 34.2 56.3 58.0 41.7 I J.'.l. ~ .1.- • ') I • i 
8 Ta:!~.ilnacltt 43.9 48 .. 1 33 .. 6 53 .. 3 55.4 41.7 
9 I'Jah1.r3s::t:ra 47/7 5' 7. -•./ )6.4 50.8 34.7 36~9 

'iO :r.:c.Y':·.~ta tal-c{l 44,5 47.8 33.5 5~.9 54.4 )9.4 
'11 Ol~:L(~2~ 43.1 !;.3 .. 6 )6.7 46.·5 1;.6 .6 4·+ .2 
12 r·~~jab 3 t 9 •' ~ . 36 ~~~ 23.9 35.1 35.4 32.6 
1 •• ) Re. j c-:s tl2a::1 4? .1 ?0.8 29.4 49,6 51 .. 6 )5.6 
14 V.J:'. 37.8 )9 .. C 30.4 4~· .·3 45.0 7. r~ "' 

):;1 • I 

'i5 ~r. Bengal 32.9 3293 54.5 34.1 )).8 35.6 
16 ~:s:!.i1i 31.8 35.3 31 .. 4 311· o5 33.2 ...,. •• r:: 

))·) 
17 n. ?:."adesh 58.8 60.0 36 .. 8 61.8 62.4 41 .5 
18 EX;1~.pur 4'),8 46.3 tJ.O o 7 4Y.8 49~7 55.0 
19 ~'l"ipw\.l~?~ 38.6 39.6 ,...,.. .. 

35.3 35.4 34.6 C:l')c.;;) 

20 D n ESV3li 50~2 60.2 51.7 51.7 --
?.1 Po::1di::he:rry 34.4 36.n 23.6 54.4 54.7 50.2 
"'') c.'- l~~~eaJ.r~nd 59.4 60 .. 7 ""f." ,.., 

)'). i 47.6 71.0 40.0 
23 I .. jT ... Islands 49.1 50.6 43.9 
24 1 A I~I ) 1 • s 51 .6 
25 ('oa, J) & D 41.2 42.5 34.3 
?.5 :~ E :F 1~ 96.) S6.J 
2? SD:kin 64.1 65.2 ;9.{3 

T = Totc:.l 
/~~ •) = R'J..ral l~ .. ~,·· _,...-..... "'\ 1;.. 

u Urban ~::: ( ~' = 
;( ruNt r~ 1 
~ ·~· ·~I \. ...-'\ ... ~ 

~ '- ·- .J ~\jl 
~s • ~ ... . . 



Chc>:i_)ter V 

E:x:ist\:",ace of n~tur2l resources by itself d~es no~ 

help t:1e region to develop, unless they r .. re exploitef . Y!:' 

develop~ent. In ~urn it depends on the exis~ence nn1 
utilization of s~ill ed mnnpo~rer. Therefore l' qu'm ~ity n:n.C'.. 

qu.<:J.li ty of ti.1e avail1.ble ;:nanpo·,;er and its effecti .. 'le ~ti

lizatian n.re rr~ore iLJ.:por·cant fer tr ... e socio-eeo::1om.ic d13Ve

lopment. Tl::.e extent of rt:9.npoilrer utilizt:d;ion 0.ep8nds on 

tl1e qu:-.lity of mA-npcmer and itG rcquirenrnt ~"l the ~ivcn 

naturrtl endonment 9.nd indus'trinl complex. ln<iustrii;'I.L 

canpo·rsr complex c.?,n be rep:cesented by tte industrial 

er:p:.!.o~·:.:J.J::tt claosified. into bror:td ten categories as given 

b€low by the census cf India 1961. 

I ~s Cultivators 

II b.s L.g.cicul tu.rnl labourers 

III In mining, qu~rrying, li.ve stock keep:L"1g, 
Plan·~o.tion, ar.~hyR:rd, fizhi:..1g , hunting etc 4 

IV In household industries 

v In :mar:u.fn c hi.ring indust:r-y 

VI In onstr,lction 

VII In trade and comr.nE:rce 

VIII In transport, stor:J.ge and communicatio:J. 

IX I::J. other services 

X non. \·Torkers 

T-:-.ble 1 s! ... o;.;s that ir.. most of the states end union 

ter~itories of India, ~rotnd one-fo~rth of the non-SC eng~

t"G:i ns c".lltivators, exaa:t:·~ in Kcrala an.d Hest Bengnl. T1lhile, 

~~ble 2 shmm that tr..e pl oportion of SC cul tivntors to total 

SC are much less as cor:1p: ~red to those of non-SC cul ti va tors 
• 
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to non-SC in corresponding stntes and Union Territories. 
T~is is precisely because SC do not orm lnnds in mPny states 
like non-sa. This is further supported by the fact that 
the proportions of SO agriculturallabourers and in.mining, 
~~~rrying, livestock, plantation, hunting, fishing, etc~ 

·" 
t?.r·e 11ore the.n those of non-SO in all states. 

/ 

Similarly, SO proportions in construction activities 
is more than those of non-SC in many states, probably 
because SO join these activities wtere only manual labour 
is required. Further, j_t may be noted that SC proportions 
in other services to their populations in various states 
are more than those of non-SO except in A P, West Bengal, 
H P ru:..d I1anipur. 

It is observed that in rural areas of the states in 
India the proportions of non-SO as ultivators, in m2nu
facturing and trr:-..nspr,ra tion which are. also comparatively 
t:tter paid and better respected jobs, are more than those 
of sa L~ corresponding areas. Opposite is the case with 
respect to the proportions in the low paid activities, such 
as agricultural labourers, in mining, quarrying, livestock 
keeping, hunting, fishing, pl8Xltations, archyard keepin·g, 
construction and in services (Tables 3 &~d 4.) 

Similarly, Tables 5 and 6 show that in urban areas 
the proportions of non-SO to total non-SO in lucrative 
activities like ~anufacturing, construction, tr~de and 
commerce, transportation, storage and communication and 
cultivation are more than those of SC. Contrary is the 
cnse }'ri th respect to agricultural labourers, in mining, 
quarrying, livestock-keeping, fishing, hunting etc., 
are other services. 

By and large both in rural ~d urban areas of most 
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of the regions in IndiP. SC are eng?gE.d m2-inl:r i::. lOI'i d 

o.cti vi t:!.es as com_pared to non-Sa. SC who are er..1.~ e:;:-;;:te<l 

by the census Ets 'i!Or~cers in relati vol~r high p~id acti v:. ti·:~s 

like rn1.nufe.ctu.r:L.'1.g, trc.de and co:n:::nerc o, s e:::-vi8es, tr1.::lsr :·~ ~ 

storage and con::.rnu."'lication etc., night be '\vorking as s.;c~va~· 

ngers, S'N"Gepers, attendants, etc. It is gonero.lly C>OSt~~"'".~t,.J 

that t~e low pa:!.d positions eve::1. in highly pe.id activi ti,:;;3 

are assigned to SC. Therefore 1 merely enu.11err~ tion of SC 

in cems'J.S in o?.r.u:i'Rct'J_::. .. ing industries by itself do t;;S nc t 

give insight into tl1etr actual level o:f living. In br:i.vf~ 

·;:~le occupr.tion~l positions of SC are much lo·vrtJ:r as cor.c.:r;:2.rc\l 

to those of non-SC in both rural o.nd uroan areas of'the 

reg~o~s in India. 

TablES 7 and. 8 shew that a large number of SC and r..on

SC are in UP. Therefore, simil~r are the observ2.tions 

ret.S._trC:.ing thej_::- i·rorkers in ir:dustrial categori:es except 

largo:r propm.·tions in qining, quarrying, livestock keeping 1 

e-tc., rr:.:::n4facturin3, tr<:-.de o.nd commorc.e in Til est Bengal. 

'1':1.:: largest ·proportion of non-8C as cul tive.tors in 

ccns~~ruction, tre..nsport, etor1.ge a.;.1d communication o.re in 

:L-hlw.r2.shtra; agricultural l.~bourcrs and in household 

~dustry in ~ P; L~ nin~g, q~a=rying etc., in Bihar; in 

:;.an1;.fnctu!'ing, trade and coiD.IJer:ce in U P. 

!Ic:.-e or less si.!jilar are the observations in case of 

:.r .. :ustrial cl.:;.ssific::1.tions in rural ;:.cens of the states in 

India. (':r?.blcs 9 r:._~d :o.) Eo~·!ovm:·, there are variations 

i.."l tt ... c stru.cturn nnd compos~~j:!:on of industrial classifi

c.J.tie:nG of SC !:nd ncn-SC in urban areas as cc:nparod to 

those i:l rar2.l ereas (T?.bles 11 and 12.) 

, 
~he dist!':!.bu tion of oa..'1.po·..rer is influenced by industrial 
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ectiYi ties r:md vic :::-vers?t.. 

pr:~tern does not reveal the rel:1.tive w~:if;ht~: .. ge of ~m 

acti -;i t:r ar:ong t~1e ret;ions. It i 3 rJ.e::o probable that i:j_ 

a region ·Kith lc.rge population ming"t possess large nun'bor 

of w·crli:ers 1.11 an ir.C:iJ.st:;:·y than a region ,~·i t.h less pop'..'l.lr~·· 

tion. I;.nd yet s:yccializution of l.n ter rec1ion tn Em lD.:l.t:.st:·:,' 

c.:.~1:1ot be :r1.l.le:d cut. Therefo:-e, hore [!.n o..tts:r.pt is n~:Je, 

·t.rl th the help of tl:.e following methods, to i,dcn"ti1'y .the 

regiomrise industri2.J. conce:1tration/ specializr.tion. 

a:i. j_ = 
;-: : 
~ 

IA -· 
rn 
..;\, -
8i ·1 = _ ... ~t~Jiw ..... 

v:he:,o; 

bij 

bi 

Di.j 

:C.rplcynen t in J. th in :ius ~"!'Y of _j,th roeio:1; 

Total ir~dustrial enploJmm:t in :I,th region; 

~c·c2.1 e~nrlo;imen t in ~.th in<lust:;."y in all regions; 

~otal ei:1ploy:no~1t in nll !.ndustries of' a.ll regio!ls; 

8poc~.alizaticn ~uo-tie!'lt for 1 th industry in .:T.th 
rcgi'Jn .. 

= 2:.:U ., .. 
tJ..!.. 

::: 1'..! 

1:1 

-p :Si-i 
bi 

T~:ls method of conpu.Jcing region-wise inC.ust:-ial 
c:rccit'-liza t.i·.)l'l d.ocs not gi "~:.To undue 'i'reigh tage to the size 

of ~2....'1pmver 5.n an indust::."y in 2.. region .c8r..cerned. . k.s a 

cor~se~Jucnco, Ciren a snE~llcr spatj.al unit might shoi; speci

:s.lizat:..on across i..'1dnstries !lnd nero sa regions. 

If F\n activity is co;.1cent:L"a.ted. i·1 a region then the 
!~.j ·rri11 be n:c:·e t:i:.Lan cne otherwise less then one. It is 

6br~er\"ed thnt g;.;i,i__ V.'='.lues are not more tr.an one in all 

acti7itics in a p~rtic~lar region :..n~icating that no pa~-

' 
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ticular region can specialise in all activi ~ie8. P:rot.~bly, 

becau.se soiile ncti vi ties are ccnpeti ti ve ui th2..n ?. ::-cgion. 

For e:r.:ar:ple, Table ::.13 sho-;-rs thJ.t \'fest Bengal has s:t;eciD.·

lized in mP.nufacturing, trade and co:c:n:r.erce, tranzport.::>, tion 

and in minlng, quarrying, plant~tion, etc. Co~trary ~~e 

the observatio:c.s L'l the .-nse of' activities like agricu:

ture, hous~hold industries and constrQntion. 

S!i values for Lssa~, Bihar, J & K, U P, Tripura, 

Nag?.land, ht.:FL. r.:1d Sikki!!l are less thEm one :L'1 non··e.gri!!u.

lturnl activities indica~ing their relatively less indus

trialization.. l'ihi.le otJ.-;.er :-egi0ns in Indirt nave speciali

zed at least in one non-agricultural activi-ty. Even among 

the non.-agr.icult~J.ral activities, lack of specialization in 

ffianufacturi~g and specializati~n li1 agricultural and 

tersery activities c>_s in I-I P, Punjab and :Cadra lJaga:C 

~avoli ere indicative of thsir better positions than those 

of above mentioned regions. 

Regions like A P, Gujars.t, Kern.l.a, Tr.mil lhdu, 

liaharas!ltra, Karnataka, Orissa, Rajasthan, Bengal, Delhi, 

H P, Uanipll!', Po:1C:icherry., L H £. and Goa, Dam:::m 'lnd Diu 

~~pear to be better off then the rest of the states on 

acco1::.nt of their speci~lization in some of the L"ldustrio.l 

and tertinry 2ctiv~~ies. 

Industri~l speciqliz~tion does not spread to entire 

rcgio:! mr.ny tiraes confil'les to cert::1in industrial pockets 

o:r.ly ~s observ€d i::.1 Bos"J?.y-Poonfl. belt in l!ah'J.r'J.shtro., 

C~lc·.:d;t3. lll ';lest Bengnl, N2.dras in T.?.oiln8.dU, etc., and 

their underdev-eloped rur'="~l cotUJ.ter p.arts. Therefore, in 

to.Jles 14 and 15 the speci~lization of activities in rural 

?.:nd urb~'l r:.re3.S nre C0!:1_;;u.tt-d and pr:esented sep~.rately. 

L.ccordi..'1g to Table 14 tte r,J.ral Delhi shm·•s the , 
:1i.:;l:est speci'l.:i..iz::tticn of mnnuiactuxing activities in 
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rllral India mainly because of the impact of u.rb~nization 
of Delhi region. Next rural regions in dexcending crdcr 
of the specialization in manufacturing activities are 
Pondicherry, KerA.la, Goa, Diu, Daman, L M Isl!3.nds, West 
Bengrtl and Tamil Nadu, ~·:hile, in urban. areas as shown in 
table 15 only Gujar--~t, I-iahar~shtra and \lest Bengal are 
specialized in manufacturing activities. The specializatio~. 
in mqnufacturing ~cti vi ties in Iviahn.rashtrr. is only in urban 
areas as a consequence, rural nreas are back-.Tard in contr.1st 
with urban areas -.;'li thin the state. 

·From Table ? it may be pointed out that the :mining,· 
quarrying, plantation etc., activities have the l~rgest 
concentration in rural areas of Assam, followed by Dadra 
Nagar Haveli and Kerala. vlhile Table 21 shows thil-t in~ 

urban ~reas some activities form the largest conoentration 
in Andaman Nicobar, followed by M P and Bihqr. for ~etails 
of specialization of activities across regions m~.be seen 
in tables 20 and 21. 

Snecialization of SC and non-SC: 

In order to know the relative industrial specialization 
of SC within themselves and non-SC within them~elves across 
industries and regions are computed and presented in· Tables 
16, 18, 20 for non-SC and Tables 17, 19 and 21 for sc. 

In Delhi non-SC are specialized in manufacturing, trade 
and commerce, services and trade and commerce activities. 
Surprisingly, SC show higher concentration th~ non-SC 
in manufacturing, construction, trade and commerce in 

transport, storage P.nd commu.nication and in services 
(T~bles 16 and 17). 

Table 16 sho\iS that the non-SC are concentrated as 
cultivators in hnlf of the regions in India while SC are 

• 
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concentrated as agricultural labourers in 10 regions. 
Moreover, except in five regions the concentr~ticn of 
non-SC cultivators is absent where non-SC agricul turA-1 l~.tc'.: 

rers are concentrated. This is possibly in the regions 
w~ere land·is fairly distributed and holding are s~~ll 
faciluting self cultivation rather th~ emp~oying agri
culturnl labourers, resulting in high concentration of 
cultivators and low concentration agricultural lRbourers. 
On the contrary, Table 12 show·s that the concentration of 
SC cultivators in exclusive of SC agricultur~ labourers. 
This m~y be attributed to the f~ct that in the regions 
where SC own lands concentrated as cultivators and in the 
absence of it they are concentrated as agricultural 
labourers. 

It is interesting to observe th9.t the concentration 
of SC in mining, quarrying, livestock keeping, etc., are 
found in those regions where non-SC are also concentrated 
in those activities. This is because of the location of 
mines in the concerned reg~ons. 

Concentr~tion in household and manufacturing industries 
are exclusive, in most of t:1e region? except in Tamil Nadu 
fl.!ld Kerala in case of non-SC ~md in Keral13., r:I:tharashtra and 
Punjab in case of· SC. 

Specializations in construction, trade and commerce 
and tro.nsport activities are mutually associ!lted due to 
their complementary nature. 

Tables16 and 17 show thLt in 1 P both SC and non-SC 
' . . . 

are concentrated as agriculttral labourers, in mining, 
quarrying, construction, trade and commerce. Similarly, 
in Karn:~.t2tka both. SC and. non··SC are concentrated as cul
·tivatcrs, in mining, qu~rry~1g etc., while in the same 
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st~te SC are oncentrated in ~anufacturing and non-SC as 
ngriculturnl labourers, in household industries and in 

other services. 

Tables 18 and 20 show that the non-SC have speci.~.lized 
in agricultural activities in rural areas of many regions 
as compared to those of SC. In rural Karnataka, SC ~d 
non-SC have specialized as agricultural labourers, in 
mining, in fishing, pl::mtntion etc., while SC r.re concen
trated in construction arA non-SC as cultivators and in 
household industries. 

Rural SC in ~ssam have mostly concentration in trade 
and coiT~erce across regions and next to Delhi in constru
ction. Similarly, rural non-SC are highly concentrated 
in constr~tion activities in 1~ N Islands followed by 
ho'J.sehold activities in L N L. Islands. .b.mong the rural 
areas of the states, non-SC have the largest concentration 
in manufacturing industries in Kerala. While rural SC 
have t~e largest concentration in tr~de and cormmerce in 
Lssam. Non-i .. gricul tural activities like household s.nd 
m1.nufacturing industries, trade, commerce, transport, 
storage Rnd com~unicaticns and services are by and large 
urban based activities. It is interesting to observe from 
Tables 20 and 21 that the urban non-SC are concentrated 
in mnn~f~cturing industries in. J & K, Maharashtra and in 
\1 Bang3.l and SC in J .. ssam, Gujarat, l-1 P, Haharashtra, U P, 
W Beng~l, Delhi and Tripura, 

UrbM non-SC in Hani:;;>ur have the highest concentration 
coefficient in household industry among urban SC and non-SC 
across regions. On the contr~ry the lowest concentration 
coefficiEnt across industries and regions is observed for 
urban SC in Lssam. 
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Higher Stl§._cializatio~: 

Region with specialization co-efficient r.bove in en 

industry ~:.: .. treated as highly specialized. ac gi.ven in 

Table 22. Both SC and non-sa in Bihar, T:;.mil Nadu, O:-ias1.) 

Pu..11jab, Rajasthan, U P, Nsgaland and NEFl .... do not h?..ve 

higher specialization even in an industry. 

Both sa and no~-sa have many higher spocializ~tio~ 

co-efficients i~ urban areas tha~1 their coun ter~9nr~c I'Ul"'2,l 

areas revealing dis.pa~i ties of developm.en ts ar:wr:.g :rurnl 

and. urb?.n regions. Si.11.:: :·.arly, the:re aro no.ny speciali .... 

zation co-efficients on better paid industrio3 fcr·~~n-SC 

unlike SC indicating wide ineq_uali ties of r.~ ):J .. ··~uni.~~ies 

to SC for develop~ent. 



:;c. bJ .. ~_!...j_ Stat e~l.s '2-.Jl':'.c: Ar. Li.vit .. rwise Percenta_g_e~ of .....!lQ!J._"':!.'J..0 of I~~<i;k:'"!J_1..2.§.1 

Sl. Total lnd"..lstrial clasE:i:fica.tion of 'tvcrkcrs Non 
State wc:::·kers workers 

no. (I- IX) I II III rl v VI VII VIII IX X 

1 Ir~dia 42.25 23.5 5 .. 6 1 .2 2.7 1.9 0.5 1 .9 0.7 4.2 57.7 
2 A.P. 50.31 21 .9 1 '1 .5 1 .6 1..4 5.2 0.6 2~5 0.7 4.9 49.7 
3 Assam 43.4 23.2 1 .6 4·4 2.3 0.8 0.3 1 • 5 0.6 3 .. 6 56.6 
4 Bihar 40.2 ~· 124 .o 6.6 1 .3 2.3 0.9 Oo2 1 .2 0.5 2.9 59.8 
5 Gu.jarat 41 .o 22.7 5.6 0 .. 5 2.5 2.5 0.4. 2 .1 0 .. 8 3.8 59.0 
6 J&K 42.9 32.4 0.5 0.7 2.8 1.0 0.2 1 .o 0.4 3.9 57.1 
7 Kerala 32.0 7.4 4.3 2 .. 6 2 .. 9 3.2 0.4 2 .1 0.9 8.1 68.0 
8 M. Pl"adesh 51 .7 33 .. 6 7.1 1 0 5 2.2 1 .o 0.5 1 .4 0.5 3.2 ~-8.3 
9 Tamilnadu 43.9 19.9 5.4 1. 2 4.0 2.8 0.7 2.6 0.8 6.4 36.1 

10 l-!ahara8htra 47.7 22.8 10.6 1 .o 1 .9 3-3 0.6 2.3 1 .1 4.0 52.3 
11 ~·Iyoorc 44.5 24.8 6.3 1 .3 3.0 ~.8 0.7 1.8 0.5 4 01 ~5.5 
12 • Orissa 43.1 26.2 6.5 0.7 2.7 0 r:;· ·? 0.2 0.9 0.3 5 .1 56.9 
13 Punjab 34-9 22o4 0.9 0.2 2.0 1 .B 0.'7 2.3 0.7 3.8 65 .. 1 
14 Rajasthan 47.1 35.8 1 ·3 0~8 0.8 2.6 0.4 1 • 6 0~6 3.1 52.9 
15 u. Pradesh 37.8 25.7 2 .. 4 0.2 2.5 1 .1 0.3 1 0 7 0.6 3.2 62.2 
16 w. Bc:1gal 32.9 12.5 4.0 1 .5 1.4 4.2 0.7 2.8 1 • 3 4-7 67.1 
17 Delhi 31 .8 2.3 0.1 0.2 0.5 6 .. 1 1 .o 6 0 j 1 .9 13.4 68.2 
18 H. Pradesh 58.8 49.3 0.5 0.7 2!'4 Oe5 1 .1 0 .. 7 0 .. 3 3-4 41 .2 
19 l-bnlpur 45.8 29.9 . 0.3 0 .. 1 10.1 0.1 o.:; 1.5 0~4 3 .. 0 54.2 
20 D & N 

Ihveli 60.2 44.7 8.5 3e5 1.0 0.1 0.5 0 .. 4 0.2 1 .2 30.8 
21 Tripu:t'·a 38.6 25 .. 4 2.8 o.s 2.3 0 .. 9 0.4 1.6 0.4 4.1 61o4 
22 Pondichery 34-4 6.1 c; ... 1 2 ~~ ~L:J ~..., 1 1o1.. ~·,;9. C~'J 6.5 65.6 
23 Nagaland 59.4 52.4 0.7 Ou~ :),._ ·. 02~ 0~ ~· o., 0.2 5.3 40.6 
24 AN Island 49.1 10.2 0.5 11 .. 5 7.3 1.9 s.o 1 ~7 o.·6 6 .. 8 50.9 
25 LHA 

!lands 51.6 0.6 2.4 42.7 1 .s 1.0 0 .. 5 0.6 2.3 48.4 
26 Goa., D& D 41 .2 17.4- 6 .. 3 5.0 ) .. 0 0 .. 6 2.2 2.6 3.8 58..8 
27 NE FA 7.8 0 .. 1 0.1 I ·- 0.5 0.1 0 .. 3 6.6 3. 7" 
28 Sikki:n 64.1 57.3 1 ·4 0.1 0,.2 1 .1 .1. 0 0. j 2.9 35.9 / 



Tabl~-~ S-t;r. t rr:!...i!:L.§ILL_Act i vi t:Lw-i s e Percentage::) of SG in Ind::az 1961 

Sl. Tot8..l Indu.atrial classification OJ: w-orke::-3 Non 
State vTorker8 workers No. (I-IX) I II III. IV v VI VII VIII IX X 

. 1 India 4 7.1 17.8 16.2 1 • 3 3 .1 1 0 3 0.5 0.5 0 4 5.8 52.9 
2 Andhra Pradesh 61 .6 14.2 35.3 1 • 6 4.0 0.8 0.5 0 .. 6 0.5 4.0 38.4 
3 .As !Jam 41.8 24o9 1 .8 4.4 '2 .9 1 .4 0.4 2 .. 1 0.8 3.2 58.2 
4 Bihar 49.0 11 .8 27.1 1 .. 8 2.0 0.7 0.2 0.4 0 .. 4 4-7 51.0 
5 Gu.j8.rat 42.6 1 1 • ·t 12.3 0.5 4o9 3.8 I • 0 0.2 0.6 8.2 57.4 
6 J & K 33 .. 9 2G.6 0.9 0.4 1 • 5 0.4 0.2 0.1 0.1 3.6 66.1 
7 Kerala 47.8 1 .9 21 .7 5.7 3.1 2.8 0.3 C.3 0.4 11 • 6 52.2 
8 l!L p 55.) 27.5 15.3 1 • 3 5.2 1 • 0 0.7 0.4 0.4 4.5 43.7 
9 Tar!lil Na.du :>3. 3 15.6 22.0 1 .8 1 • 5 1 .4 0.6 0.4 0.5 9.6 46.7 

10 I~aharaohtra 50 .. 9 9.4 24.5 1 ~ 3 6.0 2.4 0.7 0.6 0.9 5.0 49.2 
11 lVlysore 51 .9 23.1 1 5 .1 2.0 2.9 1 .4 1. 3 0.4 0.2 5.4 48.1 
12 Orissa 46.5 17.1 11 • 9 1 0 2 4.9 0.3 o. 'i 0.7 0.2 10 .o 53 .5 ... 
13 Punjab 35.1 8.9 9.5 0.6 5.4 L4 0.7 0.4 0.6 7.6 6t( .9 
14 Rajasthan 49.6 31 .1 5.3 Oo9 4.7 0.9 1 .o 0.5 0.5 4.8 50.4· 
15 up 44.3 22.3 12.0 0.2 2.3 0.9 0.4 0.4 0.4 5.3 5h ,. 

~ . ( 
16 v:est Bengal 34.1 13.7 9.5 2.1 1 D 3 2 .1 0 .. 3 1 .o 0.5 3 .. 5 65.9 
17 Delhi 34.5 0 .. 3 1 • 3 1 • 1 1 • 5 8.2 3.2 1 • 6 1 • 5 15.8 65.5 
18 H. Fr2.desh 61.8 50.4 1 .8 0.6 :;.6 0.6 0.8 0.1 0.1 1 .. 6 38.2 
19 IJianipur 49.8 36.3 0.1 0.0 10.6 0.4 0.1 2.0 50.2 
20 Tripura 35-3 17.8 3.8 3.1 1 .4 1. 3 0.3 1.7 0.6 5.3 64.7 
21 D N Haveli 51o7 32.2 9.8 1 .8 6.3 0.6 0.6 0.9 48.3 
22 Ponclicherry 54-4 5.5 34 .. 6 2.0 0.6 2.9 0.2 0.5 0.7 7.6 45.6 
23 Uagaland 47.6 13.5 9.5 9.5 15 .1 52.4 



].:g .. b ~L£.?- _2. ~ita t..~\<T i~;:1_t:}_~,; ti vt_~ s e Perc en -t;gges of Non-SC ~!l.-+-~:T..;-:11.. _Ing.ia, 1961 

------ -To t;8l 
Sl. Ir.td~:tstrial_g)-aAoifica-Gion of rporkers Non 

Stc..te ·v;orkr-r:·s l'Wrkers No. (I--IX) I II III IV v VI VII VIII IX X 

1 India 44.4 28 .. 6 6 .. 7 1 • 3 2.6 0.7 0.3 1 .o 0.3 2.9 55.5 
2 lmd.hra Pradesh 53.8 26.1 13.6 1 • 7 5·4 0 '7 

"I 0.5 1 .8 0.2 3o7 46.2 
3 A.~!SS.!.n 43s9 3~) v4 1 • 7 4.7 2.4 0 .. 5 0.3 1 .o 0.3 2.6 56.1 
4 Bihar 40o9 26.0 7.2 1 • 3 2.3 0.5 0.2 0.9 0.3 2.2 59 .. 1 
5 Gujarat 44 .. 9 29.7 7.4 0.6 2 •7 

• I 0.6 0.3 1 .1 0.3 2.2 55.1 
6 J &K 45.6 38 •'+ 0.5 0.8 2.8 0.3 o. ·; 0.4 0 .. 1 2 .. 1 54-4 
7 Kerala 32.5 8.6 5 .. 0 2.8 3 tl i 2o7 0.4 1 • 7 0.7 7.6 67.5 
8 1-ladhya Pradesh 54.7 3~3..9 8 .. 9 1 • 5 2 .1 0.2 o.~ 0.6 0 .. 1 2 .1 45-3 
9 Tamil Nadu 43.1 27.2 7:>2 1 • 2 3.0 1 .2 0.5 1 .4 0.2 5.4 51 .9 

10 HaharaGh-tra 52.3 31 .2 14e2 1 • 1 1 .. 8 0.6 0.4 0.8 0.2 1 .9 47.7 
11 Karnataka 47 .. 8 31 .1 7 '7 o I 1 c 5 2.8 0.6 0~4 1,.0 'i • 1 2.5 53.2 
12 Oricca 43~6 27.9 7.0 0.6 2.6 0.2 0.1 0 .. 6 0,. I 4.3 ~6.4 
13 ~ar.~.jab 36-4 28.2 1 .1 0.2 2 .1 0.7 0.4 1 0 1 0.3 2.2 63.6 
14 Rajc:.sthan 50.8 42.3 1 .5 0 .. 9 2.7 0.2 0.2 0.9 0.2 1 .. 8 49.2 
15 u p 39.0 29.8 2.8 0.2 2.4 0 .. 4 :~0.2 0.9 0.2 2.0 G1.0 
16 1J!3st Bengal 32.3 17.3 5.5 2.0 1 e 7 1 0 3 0.2 1 • 2 0 "L 2.6 67.7 •J 
17 Delhi 35.3 21 .. 5 0.9 0.6 1 .. 1 2.6 0.7 1 e 1 0.8 5.9 64.1 
18 H. ::t·rade:Jh 60.0 51 .9 0.5 0.7 2.5 0.3 1 .o 0 ... 

·::> 0 .. 2 2.5 40.0 
19 1-l.J.nipur 46.3 32.7 0.3 0.1 9.2 0.1 0 .. 2 1 ~ 0 0.2 2 .. 3 53.7 
20 Tripura 39 .. 8 27.8 3.0 0.9 2.4 0.7 0.2 1 .2 0.2 3.3 60 01 
21 D !.iT Havcli 60.2 44.7 8.5 2.9 1 .o 0.1 0.5 0.4 0.2 1 .. 2 39.8 
22 Pondlcherry 36.6 8 .1 8.4 2.!.]. 2 .. 2 5.2 1 • 1 3.6 0 .. 7 5.0 6)o4 
23 n~gc:.la~'l.d. 60.7 55 .. 1 0.7 0 1 0 I o.o 0 01 o. 1 0.1 4.5 39.3 
24 A t: N Island 50.6 12.9 0.7 12 .,) 9.2 1.0 8.1 1.2 0.3 4?8 49.4 
25 L H A Islands 51 0 6 0.6 2 .. 4 42.7 1 .5 1 .. 1 0.5 0.6 ? ~ ....... _) 48 .. 4 
26 Gca, D & D 42.5 19.9 6 .. 8 5 .. 5 2.8 0.6 1.? 2.5 2.7 ~7.5 
27 N E F A 67.8 0.1 0 .. 1 0.1 0.5 0.1 0 .. 3· 6.6 32.2 
28 Sikkim 65.2 59.7 1 .4 0.1 0.2 o.o 1. 0 0 .. 7 0.1 2.0 34.8 



Ta~Je ~_! St.a;·t.~~~ ts e and Acti v'it;ywis8 Perc~nts;~ of_Sn in Rural India 2 ll§l 

----- ---won-
Sl .. To·~al Indust~~:i.ci.l clar.:sifica"i.iio:a of vmrke::-s workers State 1r1orkers No .. ( ·~ ···v) I II III IV v VI VII VIII IX X .! -.L ..... 

1 Ind:La -~ 8.1 19.6 17 .. 7 1 • 3 3 0 1 0.6 0.3 0.3 0.2 4.9 51 .9 
2 J.i..r..dhra Pradesh 63.5 '15. 6 38,3 1 • 5 4.2 0.3 0 .. 3 0.3 0 .. 2 2.8 36.5 
3 Assam 't2 .1 26.8 1 .9 4-7 2.8 0 .. 8 0.3 1 .8 0.,4· 2.5 57 .. 9 
4 Bi.!!ar ~-9 .. 5 12.3 28.3 1 "7 2.0 0.5 o. ·t 0 .. 3 0.2 4.1 50.5 
5 Gujarat 45.6 "14 .4 16.0 0.5 6.0 1 .o o .. o 0 .. 1 0.) 6.4 54.4 
6 J &K 4'!o8 34a2 ., .2 0.5 1 .9 0.2 0.?. o. i 0 01 3.4 58.2 
7 Kerala 48.4 15 .. 1 22~9 6.0 7 ') 

.)o<-
') •7 
£... 0 I 0 .. 3 0.2 0 .. 3 1 0~9 51 .6 

8 Madhya Prad.E;sh 58 .. 0 30.4 17.0 1 -3 4.9 0.2 0.4 0.2 0 .. 1 3.5 42.0 
9 Tamil N?.du 55-4 1 'l .. 9 24 .. 5 1 .4 1 o5 0.8 0.2 0.2 0 .. 1 8.5 44.6 

10 l'1aharashtra 54.7 1 ·J .8 )0o3 1 .4 6 .. 5 0.6 0.6 0.2 0.2 2.9 45~3 
... 

11 Karnataka .54 .. 4 2,... .. , 
Ool 17 .. 1 2.0 3.0 0 .. 5 0.8 0.2 0.1 4.0 45.6 

12 0:-:.'issa 46 .. 6 17.8 12.4 1.2 4.9 0 01 0 .. 1 0.6 0.1 9.4 53.4 
13 .Punjab 35 . .4 9.9 1 Oc5 0.6 5-5 0 .. 9 0 .. 6 0.3 0.3 6.9 64.6 
14 Rajast!lan 5'i .6 34.9 5.9 0.9 4.6 0.4 0.6 0.3 0.~ 3 .. 8 48.4 
15 u p 45.0 23.8 12.8 0.2 2.2 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.2 4.7 55.0 
16 w BengaL 3).8 15 01 10.3 2.2 1 .2 'i ~0 0.2 0.7 0.3 2.7 66.2 
17 Delhl 38.2 1 • 2 5.7 2.8 2.0 13.4 1 .. 6 0 r.· •:J Oc5 10.4 61.8 
18 Himachal P. 62.4 51 .9 1 .9 0.6. 5 .. 6 0.4 0.7 0.1 0 0 'i 1.2 37.6 
19 Manipur tl9 • 'j 35.8 00 .. 1 10.6 0.2 0.2 1 • 7 50.3 
20 Tripu:r-a 35.4 18.7 3 .. 9 3.1 1 .4 1 0 1 0.3 1.6 0 .. 5 4.7 61~ .G 
21 D N Havsli 51.7 32.2 9.8 1 .8 6.3 0.6 0.9 ·t,.8.3 
22 Pondichcrry 54.7 5.5 36.5 2 .1 0.5 2.5 0.2 0.5 0 .. 5 6.3 45.3 
23 Uagaland 71 .o 38.7 - 32.3 ~:9 .o 



1:?J~~~£.:__.5.. S J: at ei•J i_g__§;_!}_ d ..fJ:s: -f, j -.T~;.~o .. Y"t•T i 8 G ?e'l'CCn t_Qp'..§S of Urban Ind]b._i~61 

Sl. fo·tal 
r~~n_qptri:~l clRssification of work~:rs i'fon 

State worl;:ers ---workers No. (I TY) I II III IV v VI VII VIII IX X -...L.i~ 

1 I:-1dia 33e0 2.2 0.9 0 .. 8 2.6 7.0 1 .1 5~8 2.7 9 .. 9 67.0 
2 J!.:Hl:'lrn Prader:~h 35.0 2 .. 9 2.,3 0.9 4-5 4-4 1.3 5.6 2.7 10.4 65.0 
3 Bihar 32.5 2.9 0.9 2.0 2.5 5-9 1 • 0 4.8 2.8 9.6 67.5 
4 A:JG~ill 36.9 1. 0 o. 1 0.5 1.9 5.9 0.7 7-.7 0.9 15 .1 63 .. 1 
5 Gu,jarat 29.7 2.5 0.6 0.4 1. 9 7.9 0.7 5 .1 2 .1 8.3 70.3 
6 Jarmnu & K&shmir 30~ 1 4.1 0~2 0.4 2.4 4.2 0.6 3-7 1 • G 12.8 69.9 
7 Koral a 29.0 1 .4 0.8 1 .6 1.8 5.3 0.5 4.1 2.3 10.9 71 .o 
8 r.~adh~-a Pradesh 34.2 3 .. 0 0 .. 7 1 • 7 3 .1 6.1 1 .8 5 .. 6 2.n 9.5 o;.c 
9 TaT.ilnadu 33.6 2.2 1 .. o 1 • 1 4.6 6.6 1 • 1 5.7 2.2 9.0 66.43 

10 r1aharashtra 36.4 2.0 1. 7 0.7 2 .. 0 10.2 1 .o 5.9 3-4 9.4 63.6 
11 l\Iysore 33.? 4.2 1 4 7 0~7 ? .. 6 5r9 1t7 4.8 1 .6 9 .1 66.5 
1~ Orissa 36 .. 7 2.7 0.7 1 0 0 2.5 5 .. 5 1 • 5 4.4 3.0 15.3 63.3 
13 Pun~iab 29.9 2.3 0.2 0.3 1 • 5 5 .. 7 1.53 6 .. 4 2.5 9.5 70.1 
14 B.ajasthan 29.4. 4.0 0.4 0.5 2.1 3.7 1 • 5 5.2 2.8 9.3 70.6 
15 Uttar Pradesh 30 .. 4 1 .6 0 .. 3 0.3 2,9 5.2 0.9 6.3 2.6 10.3 69.6 
16 vlest Beng2.l 34.5 0,3 0.2 0 .. 2 0.7 11 .4 1 .1 7.1 3.6 9 .. 8 65.5 
17 Dcl::i 31.4 0 .. 2 . o.o 0 .. 2 0 .. 4 6.5 1 .1 6.7 2.1 14.2 63.6 
18 HirtRchal Pradesh 36.8 3-4 0. •j 0.4 1 .9 3.8 2.0 4.5 1 .. 5 19.4 63o2 
19 Ms.2: i p,.:t.r 40.7 1 • 1 o.o 19.5 0.5 0.9 6.3 2.0 ~ 0.3 59.3 
20 Tripura 26.9 2.0 0 .. 6 0.3 1 0 1 2.6 1.5 5-5 1 .8 1 I • 5 73.1 
21 DN Haveli 
22 Pondiche~ry 28.6 0.7 0.2 1. 4 2.4 4.8 1 .1 5.8 1 --5 10.5 71.4 
23 Nag~lsnd 35.7 3:8 0 01 0 .. 4 0.1 1 • 9 o.s 4o0 3o0 21.6 64 .. 3 
24 A &N Ioland.s 43 .. 9 0.4 8.6 0.6 5.2 1 o .. o 3 .. 6 1.8 13.7 56 .1 
25 M &A Isla..'lds 
26 Goa, D &D 34.3 6.4 3.6 2 .1 3.8 1 ~0 .. 4.8 3 "1 9.6 63.7 
27 N E J.t' A 
28 Sikkim 39 .. 8 2.6 1 • 1 0 .. 3 0.4 0.3 3-7 6.8 1 .. 5 23 .. 3 60 .. 2 

-



J?-.9.l.e • {) .f.t0tewi_:3e ~J1d Act:!:Yi tyvrisc :'ercent<:J~S of sc in Urhan IndJ.a. 1 Q61 

l~ Sl. T01;al. 
I"~'i.<'i.ust:::""ial clas s1 f =!._ca :t:i!ill-.Q.f.-!Tork ~.rs s·tate 1-;rorke:: .. :s workers no. (1-!X) I II III IV v VI VII VIII IX X 

1 ;:n.dhra Pradesh 45.7 2 .. 7 11 • 5 2o2 2 .. 1 4.6 2o3 2.7 3.6 13.9 54.3 
2 Assam 38 .. 6 2.8 0.2 1 .. 4 ·3e8 8.0 0.9 5.6 5 .. 2 1 o. 7 51 .4 
3 Bihar t.O.O 1 .. 7 4.9 4.2 2.6 5.0 1. 0 1 0 7 3 .1 15.8 60 .. 0 
4 Gujarat 33.1 0.6 0.9 0 .. 4 ·t ~6 12.3 ~ 0 5 0.6 1 • 7 13.5 66.92 
5 Jammu & Kashmir 32~3 6a7 0.8 0.6 1o4 3.6 1 0 5 o.G 0.,6 16.5 67.7 
6 Kerala 41.2 0.6 9.6 2 .. 7 2. 1 4 .. 5 0~5 0.8 1. 2 19.2 58.83 
7 Hadh;ra Pradesh 41 • 7 3.1 1 • 5 1 • 6 7 .. 6 7.2 3.4 1 .. 9 2.7 12.7 58.3 
8 Tamilnadu 41.7 3-3 7.9 4 .. 0 1 .. 2 ~~. 9 1.2 LG 2.4 15.3 58.3 
9 Jliaharashtra 36 .. 9 o.g 3 .. 7 0.7 4.2 8.5 1 .1 2.0 3.2 12. 5 63.1 

10 Karnataka 39 .. 4 4o8 4.9 2~4 2 .. 4 5.9 3 .. 8 1.2 1 .o 12.8 60.6 
11 Orissa 44.2 ?..9 2.0 2 0 1 4 .. 1 3 01 0.9 3.4 2.8 22~9 55.3 
12 Punjab 32.6 1 • 3 2.2 0 .. 6 4-3 5 .. 0 1 .8 1 • 5 2 .. 7 13.2 67.4 
13 Rajasthan 35 .. 6 4.0 0,.7 0 .. 9 5.3 4 .5 4 .. 0 1 .8 2.7 11 "7 64.4 
14 Utt~n .. Pradesh 35 e 1 . 1..5 1. 0 0.3 3.7 7.3 1 .8 2.6 2 .• B 14.0 64.9 
15 vlest; Bengal 36 .. 6 0.9 1 • 3 1 o3 1.4 12.4 1 • 1 4.1 3 0 1 11 .. o 63 oflr 
16 Delhi 33.5 0.1 0.1 Oo7 1 .4 0.9 3.6 1 .8 0 .£~ 17.2 66.5 
17 Himachal Pradei:3h 41 .5 8.0 0 .. 7 1 .1 6.4 6.2 4.1 0.5 0.7 14.0 56.5 
18 I11o.n i pur 55.1 12.7 12.7 1o9 0 .. 6 27.2 44-9 
19 Tripura 34.6 2.9 1 .1 2.0 1 ·4 4-5 0.7 4.0 2.5 15.4 65.4 
20 DN Haveli 
21 l'ondichcrry 50.3 5e0 7.2 1. 2 1.7 5.0 0 .. 6 0.4 4.2 2:> .1 49.8 
22 Nag:dand 40.0 17.9 12.6 9-5 co.o 



·· --------·;:-.--- •J:otal 
~l ~ 0~31 worke~R 
Ho Btate Pe.1•aons (l--i.l) 

·--------·~---··· 

1 India 
2 A.}.' 
3 Assam 
4 Bihc:.r 
5 Gujarat 
6 J & K 
7 Ks:~al::t 
8 I'IJ:.P 
9 Tam:::..l Kad:.t 

1 0 l"hharaGhtr·a 
11 Karnr;,.-'.;.::tlm. 
12 Oric:::a 
13 ~unj:1h 
14 llajastr~an 
15 U.P 
1 6 ~~ .:S e:r:gal 
17 Delt.i 
1 0 Hi!Ut:tc:1a2. P. 
19 Manip1.~r 
20 Tril,Ul'G. 
21 D N Hs.voli 
2~ Pon&iche~!'y 
23 NUGCllC'.ild 
24 A & I'I Islond 
25 L r•r .P.Iol&r...cis 
26 Goa, D & D 
27 N E F A 
28 Sil:ki;n 

100.0 
8.3 
3.0 

10.7 
5 .1 

.C9 
4 "1 
7.5 
7 .•t 

10.0 
5.5 
3.9 
4.3 
4.5 
~5.6 
7.5 

.6 

.) 

.2 

.3 

• 1 
• 1 

.2 

.. 1 

·1 00.0 
9.9 
3.0 

10. i 
5.0 

.09 
3- 1 
9.2 

. 7 .,(., 
11 • 2 
5.7 
4.0 
3.6 
5.0 

13 .. 9 
5.3 

-5 
.4 
.2 
.. 2 

• 1 

.2 

.1 

I 

100.0 
7.7 
).6 

10.9 
4.9 
1 • 2 
1 .3 

1 o. 7 
6.2 
9.7 
5.8 
4.4 
4.1 
6.8 

17.0 
4.0 

" "I 

.6 

.3 

.:-; 

.2 

0 1 

• 1 

II 

100.0 
17.0 

.8 
12.6 
5 .1 

• 1 
3.2 

1 0~3 
7.1 

18.8 
6 .1 
4.6 

.7 
1 • 0 
6.7 
5.3 

.o 

.0 

.o 
• 1 

.. 
• I 

.2 

III IV v VI VII 

100.0 100.0 100.0 100 .. 0 
'i1.1 16.1 6.1 11.2 
11.1 2.6 1.3 2.1 
12.2 9.2 5-3 5.h 
2.3 4.9 6.0 4.4 

.5 .9 0.5 .4 
9.3 4.4 6.8 3.8 

10.0 6.2 4.1 8.2 
7.5 11.1 1D .. 1 10,5 
8.7 6.9 17.5 12.7 
6.2 6.2 5.3 8.5 
2.3 3.9 1.1 1.6 

.9 3.2 4.2 6.3 
3.2 4~4 2.0 4.3 
3.1 14.4 9.2 9.0 
9.9 4.0 16.4 7.7 

.1 .1 2.0 1.4 

.1 .2 .1 .6 

.o .8 .. o .1 

.2 .2 .1 .2 

.1 

.2 

~ . { 

.. 1 

• 1 
.1 

.2 .2 

100.0 
10.5 
2.3 
6.8 
5.6 

.4 
4-'5 
5.3 

10.0 
11 .5 
5 .. 2 
1 e 7 
5.0 
3.7 

13.6 
11 • 0 

1 .9 
.1 
.2 
.2 

.2 

.2 

• 1 

VIII 

1 00.0 100.0 
7.7 9.7 
2.6 2.5 
7.6 7.3 
5.5 4.6 

.5 .8 
5.4 7.9 
5.2 5.7 
8.,2 1j.2 

15.7 9.5 
3.6 5.3 
1 .'7 4.7 
4.4 3.9 
3.7 3.3 

12.511.9 
13.0 8.3 

1.6 2.0 
• ~- .2 
• ·1 .1 

.• 1 .3 

.1 .1 

• 6 c 1 
.1 

1 oo .. o 
7.1 
2.9 

1 "1 • 1 
5.3 

.9 
4.9 
6.3 
8.2 
9.0 
5-3 
3.9 
4.9 
4.1 

16.8 
8.7 

.7 

.. 2 

.2 
·3 

• 1 
.1 

.2 



2-l: ~J J_ e ~-·~Q. 8t3.tcvz.i£.£_llt:J.d ~~·.?t~.vtty:r.L1e Pc:L.~·~£)t3.G§S of sc in Indi8.. 1961 

Sl To-~Gl 
Total Ir:d.untrial clc..s8:!..fication of i'JOrksrs Non 

Si..s.te ,,.Tor~cc~s v1orl-c0rs No 1' Gl, S 0~. ~J (I .~-) I II III IV v VI VII VIII IX X -.J..J .. 

1 Inl!.ia 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1 oo.o 100v0 100.0 1 oo.o 100.0 100 .o -:oo.o 100.0 
2 A.P 10.8 1 0.1 6.2 -:6.8 

9 ·' 
9.:9 4-7 7.9 8.9 9~4 5.3 :: ~6 

3 Assam 1 0 1 1 • 0 1 • 6 On 1 3.8 1 .1 .. ~ 0.8 4.5 2.0 0.6 1 • 2 I • '-

4 Bih<:'..r 1 0.1 I 0.5 6.7 16.8 13.8 r ;:· 
Oo:> 5.5 3.4 7.0 2.1 8.2 9.7 

5 Gu.jarat 2 .1 1 ~9 1 0 3 1. G 0.7 3.4 6. ~~ 4.3 1. 0 
,.., 

" -.:: ,... 
~.:; ., . ...., 

6 t.T & K 0.5 0.4 o.a 0.2 0.3 0.1 0.6 0.1 0.1 0.3 Ov7 
7 Kcrala 2 .. 2 2.3 0.2 3.0 9.5 2.2 4.9 1 .t,. 1 .2 ?. • 1 4~4 2.2 
8 H.P fl.6 7.9 10.2 r 'I 6.5 11 • 0 4.9 9~4 4 • {~ 5.9 :J • 1 5.4 Oo<:.. 

9 Tnmilnr.,du 9.4 10.7 8.3 12.8 12.7 4.6 10.4 1 0.3 7.3 9e8 15 .. 5 e.3 
10 M::t!lSl'D.Sll tra 3.5 3.7 1 .8 5.2 3 .. 3 6.7 6.3 4.7 4.0 6.7 3~0 3.2 
11 Karn£:. tal.: a 4.8 5.3 6.3 4.5 7.4 4.5 5.2 12.5 3-3 2.5 4.5 if'. 4 
12 Orissa 4.3 4.2 4.1 3~2 3.9 6 .. 8 0 .. 9 o.g 5.9 2.2 7.4 4.3 
13 Punjab 6.4 4.G 3.2 ).8 2.9 11 .2 6.8 3.5 5.3 8.1 8.3 7.9 
14 Hajusthan ?.2 5 r; 9,. ~ 1.7 3.6 rr a 3.0 1 o. 3 4.7 ~-4 4.3 5.0 c., ; . ../ 
15 u.r 2'.l Q 22.5 29.9 17.'7 4. ~ 18.0 17.;-i 17.5 19-5 19.6 21 .9 25.2 ..J•..-
16 \•J Ec-en&aJ. 1 o. 7 7 ,ll ::8.2 6.2 17.2 4.4 17.7 5·4 20.7 12$9 6.4 13.3 
17 Dclld. 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.3 3.3 3.4 1 .5 1. 7 1.4 O.'l 
H3 H. p O.q 0.7 1. 6 0.1 0.3 1 .o 0.3 0.9 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.4-
19 li::mipu.:t .. 
20 Tripura 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.4 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.6 0.3 0.2 0.2 
21 D & H Ib.YE::1i 
22 Pondichcrry 0.1 0.1 o.~ 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 
23 lh• Galar ... cl 



TP-~1!~2..... : §~3l~wis8 -~nd A.Q.ti vi "tY~!.iW :t·e.:r..r~.!'~t.§:£.§.§ of non-SC in Rllral In di3J_i2.§1 

Jl Total 'l'atal Ind ii£.tJ.:..=h.?-l cl~'W8i :?iNl!;ion of work~rs Non 
State workP.rs -- wo~kers ]Jo Persoi:n ( T -·x, I I! III IV v VI VII VIII IX X ~-l. ~) 

1 India 100.0 100 .. 0 100o0 100.0 100.0 100.0 iOO.O 1 oo.o 1 oo.o 1 oo.o 100.0 100.0 
2 A.P 8 .. 3 1 0.1 7o6 16 .9 ' 11 • 4 16.6 0.13 12.9 14 .. 2 '7.2 10.8 7.0 
3 Ass 2-m 3.4 3,4 3 .. 6 .8 12~6 3.0 2.5 3 .. 4 3-3 3.6 3 .1 3-4 
4 Bihar 12.0 11 • 1 1 '! • 0 12.9 12 .1 10.2 8.2 6.7 10.4 13.6 9.3 12.8 
5 Gujarat 4 .. 7 4.13 4.9 5.2 2 .1 4.8 4-3 4.7 4.8 5.5 3 .. 7 4.7 
6 J &K ~9 .9 1 • 2 .1 .5 .9 .. 4 .. 5 .4 .4 .. 6 .8 
7 Kerala !r v3 4 ~ 1 1 .3 -:;;: '') 

..,o£.. 9.6 4-.9 'l7 .3 5.8 6 .. 9 11 • 5 11 0 '~ 5.2 
8 M.P 7~9 9.7 10.8 10 .. 5 9 .. 6 £,0 2.0 7.2 4.9 4.3 5.9 6.4 
9 Tamil1:adu 6.5 7.0 6 .1 6.9 6.2 911 11 • 1 9 .. 9 8.6 5.8 12.1 6.0 

10 liJaha:r·ash tra 8.8 10.3 9 .. 6 18.5 e.o 5.9 8.0 12 .. 6 6.7 8 .. 3 5.7 7.6 
11 Karnataka 5.2 5.6 5.6 5.9 6 .. 2 5.5 4.6 "(.4 4 .. 8 2.8 4 .. 6 4.9 
12 O:ci'~ Ba 4.6 4.5 4-4 4 '7 

• r 2 .. 3 4.5 1 0 1 1 • 5 '2..7 2.0 6 .. 9 4.6 
13 1?un.jab 4 .. 2 '3 .. 4 4. 1 .7 .. 8 3.2 4-4 5.9 4-4 4.5 3.4 4.8 
14 Rajasthan 4 .. 6 5.3 6.8 1 .. 0 3-3 4.7 1 "7 3 .. 6 3 .. 9 2 .. 9 2.9 4.1 
15 U.P 16 .. 5 14.5 17.2 6 .. 8 2.8 14.8 10.5 9.2 14 .. 9 15.4 11 .. o 18.1 
16 w Bengal 6 .. 7 4.8 4.0 5.4 10.8 4.2 13 .. 2 5.4 8.0 9.1 6 .. 2 8.1 
17 DellS .1 • 1 .1 D3 .2 • 1 .2 .2 .1 
18 H.? .. 3 .4 .6 .2 .3 .1 1 .1 .1 .2 .3 .2 
19 Manipur .2 .2 .3 .8 .. 2 .2 .2 .. 2 .. 2 
20 Tripura .3 .3 .3 .1 .2 .. 3 ·3 .3 o3 .3 .3 ·3 
21 D & N Haveli • 1 -22 Pcndicherry .1 " .1 • 1 • 1 .6 .3 .3 .2 .1 .. 1 o I 

23 N o.~al DL"1 d "1 ~2 .2 .2 .1 
24 A &N Island .2 .1 .. 4 
25 L H Aislands -1 

• r 
26 Goa, D & D ~ .2 .1 .2 .8 7 o3 .3 1.6 "2 .2 oC. o I 

27 N E FA .1 .2 • 1 ·3 28 SH::kim .1 .1 .. 2 

·----



~:) t 1. Q!.-! () f' t8t_!?.!!i~ and 4..~-tjv:i,;,_t_y~·~ise Pf:l'"'t'centages of sc in Rura:t India. 19._§1 

Rl Total Total Industrial classification of workers Non 
Ho State Persons work orR i'Torkers 

(I--IX) I II I.,....,.. IV v VI VII VIII IX J.J.. 

1 India 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100 .o 100.0 1 oo.o 100.0 100 .o 100.0 100.0 
2 A.P 7.7 1 0.1 6 .1 16.6 8.9 10.5 3.9 7.0 7.8 6.6 4o4 5 .t, 
3 Assam 1 • 2 1 .. o 1 e 6 0. 1 4.2 1. 0 1 .4 1 • 1 6.2 2.4 0.6 1 • 3 
4 Bihar 1 Oo 7 11 • 0 6.7 17.1 14.0 6.8 7.8 4.0 9 .1 11 ., 3 9.0 1 o •. 1 
5 Gujarat 1.8 1 0 7 1 "3 1 .6 Oc'l 3.5 2.9 4.8 0.8 2.4 2.4 1. 9 
6 J & K 0.5 0.4 0.3 0.2 0 .. 3 0.1 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.3 0.5 
7 Kera1a 2.3 2.3 0.2 2.9 10.6 2.3 9.7 2.2 1 • 5 4.1 5.1 2.3 
8 M.:r 6.6 7.9 10.2 6 ~. 

•) 6.5 1Q.4 2.4 8.0 3.2 4-5 tr • 7 5-3 
9 Tamilnad.u 8.9 10.3 8.1 12.4 9.8 4.4 11 • 6 6.7 5-4 5.9 15.8 7.7 

10 r1ahararh tra 3 .. 0 3o4 1 .8 5.2 3.3 6o4 3 .1 5.2 1 -9 3-7 1.8 2.6 
11 Kama taka 4.5 5 .. 1 6 .1 4-4 6.9 4.4 3.8 11 .2 2.6 1 .. 9 3.7 ~.0 
12 OriGsa 4.6 4-4 4.2 3.2 4.1 7.3 1 • I 0.9 8.2 2.5 8.8 4 .. 7 
13 Punjab 6.4 4.7 3.2 3.8 3.0 11 c 3 9.2 11 .8 5-5 9.7 8.9 7.9 
14 Raje..sthan 5 .1 5.5 9 .1 1 • 7 3.7 7.6 3.6 9.2 4.3 4.1 4 .. 0 4.0 
15 U.P 24.9 23.5 30.2 18.0 4.3 17 .. 9 18.1 19.9 19.7 24.2 23.9 2G.4 
16 t'l Bengal 10.8 7.6 ~-3 6.3 18.7 4-4 . 1'1.6 5-4 22.1 15 .1 5-9 13.1:1 
17 Delhi 0.1 o. 1 0.3 0 01 2.6 0.6 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.1 
18 Himachal P. Q.6 0.8 1 • 6 0.1 0.3 1 .1 0 A 1. 3 0.1 0.3 0.1 0.4 •'T 

19 ~~ani pur 0.1 . 
20 Trtpv.ra 0.2 0.1 0.2 . 0.5 0.1 0.3 0 .. 2 0.9 0.5 0.2 0.2 
21 D t: N Havoli 
22 Po:.:tuicherry 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.1 
23 Uagalnnd 



Total 
Stu.tc 

Non 
-~-_r·,l(l.nr'lt~~iB,l cl9.ssifi.ca tion of 1vqrkerg. ------ ..... orkers Sl 

No po_pu.-· l'lO.r-1~ s:rs ·- .. _ 
~~] n li:\ _ _0n (I-IJi..='._) ___ ,_ __J~ _ _III IV V YI VII VIII TX X 

1 In din 
2 A.P 

Ac:::;a:;n 
Bihs.r 
Gujarat 
J & K 
Ker.~la 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

l!.P 
'l'a!Ilil:n8.C'..l 
I11&h:J.r·3 sh t:ra 
Karn P. t :1.!c:3. 
CI•:a..:J38 

4'PunjE: -:--1 

Rajc8than 
U.P 
\1l Fcngal 
Dt•J.h:i.. 
Iii::'3.~:1o.l p. 
Han1.~;·::t2" 
Triphra 

21 D & !~ HaYeli 
22 l1o:..d.:_che=-ry 
2 3 I'J ?tf;2.J a:n d 
24 A&~~ IrJland.!..'l 
25 J.JIU\ I8lan.,i;:t 
26 Gc~a, D ft :> 
27 N E F A 
2 8 s :i.l~ld.::! 

100$0 
7.9 
1 • 2 
4.9 
6 .. 9 
O .. G 

11 0 2 
14.8 
6.6 
1 0 ·~ 
5.0 
4.0 

'i 1 • 7 
10.9 

2.'3 
Oo 1 
0 .. 1 
0.1 

0.1 

0 •. 1 

100 .. 0 
8.4 
1 0 3 
4c9 
6.2 
0 .. 7 
3.0 
6.0 

11 ,.ft 
16.3 
6.7 
.1..5 
LT ":J 
3.? 

1 C o5 
11 .. 4 
2c7 
o. ~ 
0.1 
0.1 

0.1 

0.1 

i oo.o 
10.6 

0 .. 5 
6 .. 6 
8c0 
1 .5 
2 .. 3 
o .. o 

11 • 5 
13.3 
12 .. 7 

1 a 7 
5-5 
7.2 
8 .. 4 
1 .4 
0,) 
o .. 1 
0.1 
Oc 1 

0 .. 4 

100.0 
10.9 

0 c 1 
4 .. 6 
4.G 
o. 1 
2.8 
4c5 

12 .. 4 
27.7 
12. i 

1 .1 
1. 3 
1 • 5 
~~. 6 
2.7 
0.1 

0 .. 6 

100.0 
9.0 
{).,7 

12 .. 9 
3 .. 3 
0.4 
r7 a 2 

12.8 
·j6 a4 
'i4 .. 0 

6 .. 4 
1.8 
2. 1 
2.5 
5 .. 2 
3.6 
o .. ·,r 

0.1 

0.2 

0.2 

iOO.O 100.0 
13.8 5.0 
0.8 0 .. 8 
4.8 
5.2 
0.7 
2.4 
6 •. 9 

19.6 
11 .. 6 
9.1 
1. 3 
2.9 
3.2 

1 :-; .1 
3 .. 0 
0.5 
0.1 
0.7 
0 .. 1 

0.1 

4.1 
7.8 
Oe5 
2 .. 6 
5.0 

10.5 
21 .5 

5 .. 6 
1 0 1 
4.1 
2 ~ 1 
8 .. 7 

1'/.7 
2.7 

0 .. 1 

1CO.O 
9.4 
0.7 
4 .. 4 
4.0 
0.5 
1 .6 
9.2 

11 .1 
12.8 
9.9 
1 .o 
6.7 
5a2 
8.9 

10.3 
2. '"! 
0.1 
o. 'i 
0.2 

0.1 

0 .. 2 

100.0 100.0 100.0 
7.7 7 .. 9 8.3 
1.6 2.1 1.8 
4.1 5.2 4.8 
6.2 5~5 5.8 
0 .. 5 0.5 1.0 
2.4 ?. .. 9 3.7 
5.7 5 .. 5 5.,6 

11.1 9.2 10.1 
15.2 18.6 14.1 
5.5 3.9 6 .. 1 
1.0 1.5 2.1 
5 .. 5 4 .. 3 4.8 
3-6 4.1 3.8 

12 .. 7 11.4 '12.1 
13.4 14 .. 6 10.8 
3.3 2.2 4.1 
0.1 0.1 
0 .. 1 0.1 0 .. 1 
0.1 0.1 0 .. 2 

0.1 
0.1 

0.1 0.1 
0.2 

0.1 0.1 0.2 0 .. 1 

1 oo.o 
7.7 
1 .1 
s.o 
7.3 
0.8 
3-5 
5.7 

11 .. 1 
14.1 

6 .. 6 
1 .. 3 
5.2 
4o2 

12.1 
1 o. 7 

) .. 6 
0.1 
0.1 
o .. 1 

0.1 

0.1 



X<f:.tla • _ _12 S t?- t e~rr ifl.iL.f£\L4.£:G i v .it ::C!s i G ,CJ, :F !J.r~:~n t.~E!::J of SQ in Urban In,d;!.~9fi.1, 

____ ... .._ ____ 
i:: 1 Total Tota:L Ind.ust:"'ial cl2ss:!..fication of no:r·kers Non 

State worke1·s -.-.·-----·--.. - .. -~------
.. itJOrkers .t\! f) Persons ( r--::x) I It III I7 v VI VII VIII IX X 

~--· .. ---~-... -- ··------------.. '--------~-- --- ------ .. --. 
India 1 oo.o 100,0 100.0 100.0 1 oo.o 1 00.,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100 .. 0 100.0 100.0 ,... , n 8.,0 9.6 9.9 25.1 10 ·'l 5-5 :> .4 9.2 ~ 0 ·3 11 • 'I 8.1 7.0 r_ a.~ 

3 Jl.'Js&.m 0.9 0.9 1 • 1 O.JJ 1..1 1.0 0~4 2.3 1 .7 0.7 0.9 
4 B::h:-:tr 5 .1 5 .. 3 4.0 6.7 1?. .. 8 4-3 ~,7 2e6 4 .. 1 6.1 5 .. 8 4.9 
~~ (rj_ :i ::c·c at 4-9 4. :~ 'i .3 1 .2 1 • 1 2 .. 5 8~7 3 .. 6 1.3 3 .. 3 4.8 5~3 
6 'I' & K 0 ?: 0.) 0 .. 9 0 01 c .1 0.2 0.2 Oe2 0 a 1 0. 1 0.1]. 0.3 ··' •,.) 

7 Kcra:i.a 1 .8 1 .. 9 0.5 4 .. 6 2.8 1 • 2 I .2 8.4 0.6 0.8 2u5 1 .. '7 
8 !vf.? 6.6 7.2 9.4 2.7 6.3 16 .. 4 6.9 11 c 2 6.0 6.8 6.1 6.2 
9 T?.r.:ll~.!.adu 13.5 14.7 20e4 28.5 3~.7 5 .. 3 9.6 8. I 9 .. 9 12.2 14.9 12.7 

10 H:1l: ctl'P.r<11. 'tra 7 01 6.D )oO ?cO 3.0 9.6 8 .. 8 4.0 f,.7 8 .. 6 6.4 I-. 2 
11 :K~..;.rr..~ t2.t:a 7 .. 4 7.6 16.3 9~8 1 0 •. 6 5~7 6.) 14 .. ~ 4.2 2 .. 9 ().9 7 ') .... 
1 ') 

'· Ori ~,:s·3. 1 .. 8 2 .. 1 2a5 1.0 2.) 2 .5 0.8 0.9 o .. s 2.0 :;.o 1 .6 
13 J?'•r: jc.1b 7 .. 0 6.0 /!-.2 4 .. 1 2 .. 4 9 .. 9 5.1 6 .. 3 4.9 7 ~ 1 6.7 7.6 
14 IL. j a 3 ·f:.:tan 6.0 5 .. 6 ~ Oa9 1 v 2 3 .. 2 10,3 ; .. g 11 .8 5.2 6 .. ?. 5 .1 6.3 
15 U.,J) 15.5 14 .. 3 10 ~6 4.1 2.9 18.8 ':6.6 14 .1 1~L2 ·J t .r{ 15.7 ~6.3 
16 H f~0r1.gnl. 9.8 9 .. 4 4 .. 0 'Z ,... 

.,J•:J 7.6 4 ,./~ 1?67 5.4 ; 8.8 11 "~ 8.0 10.0 
17 })C!ll':i 4 .. 0 5 .. 0 0.1 o .. ·t 1 .6 1.7 3.9 7.1 3 .!~ 2.6 1 ... 9 4.3 
18 Hima:~h,.g,j_ P .. 0.2 0.2 G.6 0.1 0.4 C.2 0.4- 0.1 0.2 0.2 
19 1~3,~"'. :1.},.11) '!.'' 0.2 
20 Tr· ::_\lU c a 0 .. 1 0 .. 1 0.1 (J .. 1 0. 1 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 
21 DC..U H.::.7eJ.i 
22 Pcr.'.~.j c!:.,.,:::-r y 0 ~ 

"I 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 
23 Nagr"l~vi. 

------··-----~--- ·-----·---.. --------· --- --



:£:"'-1::1.£.:.--12. _tjj_~~\~:.9.2:TJ-:.f.:..~~-} !'~~:}lfii.rj.a 1 8p ec :hf.li ~at ion o:t_lli.Q + Non--SC LJYI<-!:i.;.§..l_12_6J_ 

-----
Sl. 

il(il~:}. _____ I]ld j_::: ·Lri~E~ l_c lgt s fd. fi 13 at ion of ·v·rorl[ 8-v"f:) 
Non 

no. StatB ,,o::.-1r t;rG vTorkers 
(I-IX) I ..l..J.. III IV v VI VII VIII IX X 

---------~--
....... ____ 

1 i'.::J. :1 hro. Pradeoh 1 • 9 1 .. o 2.1 1.3 2. 1 1 .. o 1 .1 1 ,. 
•'- 0.9 0.9 0 .. 8 

2 Assa.~_:J. 1..0 i . 2 0 .. 2 3,7 0.9 0.5 0.7 Oo9 0 .. 9 Oee ~ .o 
3 BihEu ... 1 • 0 1 .o 1 • 3 1.,2 0.8 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.7 0,.'{ 1n0 
4 Gujarat 1 .o 1 a 0 0.8 0,4 1 .. o 1 .4 0.9 1 • 1 1 .. 1 0.9 1 .o 
5 J &Y.: 1 .o 1 .4 0., 1 0.6 1 .. o 0.5 0 r· ,.. r::' 0.? 0.9 1 • {) o:,) '-iO.,i 

6 Ker:1la 0 .. 8 f'l .. ..... ) 0.8 2.4 1 .. o 1. 7 0.9 1 • 1 1.-3 1 .. ~ 1 0 2 
7 Madhya Pr-adesh 1 • 2 1 .4 •j .2 1 .. 3 c-~9 0.6 1 .1 0.7 0.7 0.8 0 .. 8 
8 Tamil r;adu 1 .. 1 0.8 1 • 2 1 0 1 1 • 3 1 .4 1 .3 1a 1 .1 1 .. 6 1 .. c 
9 Haha~.=·aRb. tra 1 0 1 i .o 'i oG 1 .. 9 0.8 1.8 1 .3 i . 2 1 .() 0,9 0.9 

10 Karnataka 1.1 1 .. 1 1 .. o 1 .2 1 u 1 1 .o 1 • 7 0.9 Oe6 1.0 1 .o 
11 Oris::m 1.0 1 "1 1 .o 0 .. 6 1 .1 0.3 0,,4 0.5 0 .. 4 'i 0 3 1 .o 
12· Pw~t~ab 0.8 0 .. 9 Oc4 0.3 1 .o 1 .o 1 .. 5 1 • 1 1 ~ 0 1 0 0 ~ .1 
13 RajaE:than 1 .1 1 • 5 0.3 0.7 1 • 1 0.5 L1 0.8 0.8 0 .. 8 0.9 
14 U-tt:;r Fr2.desh 0.9 1 Q 1 0 .. 6 0 .. 2 0 .. 9 0 .. 6 0.6 0.8 0.8 0~8 1 • '1 
15 Wes-t Bengal 0 .. 8 0.6 0.7 1.4 0.5 2 .. 1 0.9 1 .4 1 .. 6 1 .. o ~ • 2 
16 Delhi 0 .. 7 0.1 0 .. 3 0.2 3.5 2.8 3.2 2 .. 7 3 "1 1 .,2 
17 Hi::ua.ehal P. 1 .. 4 2.2 . o. 1 0 .. 5 1..2 0 .. 3 2 .1 0 .. 3 0.3 r· "7 

U ~I 0.'7 . 
18 l'~ . .::.ni:>ur 1 .1 1 0 J 0.1 3 .'( 0~ 1 0.6 0 .. 9 0 .. 6 0 .. '7 1o0 
19 Tripura 0.9 1 01 0 .. 4 0.9 0.8 0 .. 5 0.8 0 .. 9 0.6 0.9 1 • 1 
20 D N Tiaveli 1 .4 2c0 1 .. 2 2.9 0.4 0.1 1 .1 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.7 
21 Pondicherry 0 .. 9 0.3 1 .5 1.7 0.7 2.6 2.1 2.1 1 •3 1 .5 1 .1 
22 Ne.galand 1 .. 4 2.3 0.1 0 01 0.,1 0 .. 1 o .. ~ 0 .. 2 0 .. 3 1 < 2 0,.'{ 
23 f... N Islands 1 .1 0.4 0 .. 1 9.6 2.7 1 .. 0 18 .. 2 1.0 0.9 .. ~ 

lu') 0 .. 9 
24 L r1 A Island a 1 .. 2 2 .. 0 15 .. 6 0 .. 9 2.1 0.3 0.9 0~5 0.8 
25 Co a, D & D ~.,0 0.8 0.9 4.2. 1 .6 1 .. 4 1 .2 3.7 0,9 j • 0 
26 N E :F' A 0 ? 

~- o .. ·J 0.1 i .. 1 o.-1 ! .,4 1 .5 0 .. 1 
27 Sikkim 1 • 5 2.5 0 .. 2 o .. 1 0.1 2.3 0.6 0.2 0.6 0.6 



SJ .• 
No. Sta~e 

i Lr:.ih:;:'a Pradesh 
;: i.ncc:m 
3 Bihar 
4 Gajarat 
5 J & K 
6 r:cr£'..la 
7 T•bcihva Pradeeh 
8 Tamil Naa.u 
9 Mr~:t::.i.1J.: d1 tra 

10 Nysore 
11 Orissa 
12 Pu.njo.b 
13 P..~J.jastho.n 
14 Uttsr Pradesh 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 

We:3t Bengal 
Delhi 
Hir;.aohaJ_ P .. 
1Jim:..:!.;-u.r 
Tripur3. 
D N Haveli 
Pondicherry 

22 No.galand 
23 A N Islu.nd 
24 IJ N A J~lnr.~.ds 
25 Goa, D & D 
26 N E F A 
27 Sikkin 

~ • 3 
1 • 0 
0 .. 9 
1 .o 
LO 
0~7 
1 • 2 
1 8 1 
1 • 2 
1 • 'I 
1 .o 
0.8 
Oe 1 
0 .. 9 
0 .. 7 
On8 
1 0 3 
1.0 
Oo9 
1 • 3 
0.9 
1 • 3 
1 • 1 
1 .. 1 
0 .. 9 
0.2 
1 .4 

I 

1 ~ 1 
1 • 1 
0~9 
1 .o 
L-4 
0.3 
1 D 4 
01)9 
1 a~ 
1 • 'I 
1 ,0 
On9 
0.5 
l e 0 
0.6 
0 .. 6 
1.9 
1 • 2 
1~0 
1 ~6 
0.3 
2 .. 0 
0.5 

II III IV V 

2~0 1,3 2.1 1.8 
0.2 3.2 0.9 Oo7 
1 .. 2 1.1 0"8 0.7 
0 .. 9 0.4 1.1· 1.0 
0.1 0.6 1.0 0.4 
0 .. 8 2. 5 1 * ·j 4 0 0 
i .. 2 1 .. 2 0 .. 9 0.3 
1.3 1 .. 0 1.2 1.6 
1.8 0~9 0.8 0.9 
1.1 1 .. 2 1.0 0.9 
0.9 0.6 1.1 0.2 
0.4 0. 2 1 • 0 1 • 1 
0. 3 0. 7 •J • 1 0 .. 4 
O.G 0.2 0.2 0.6 
0.8 i.6 0.6 1.9 
0.? 0.9 0.5 7 .. 5 
0 .. 1 ·o.5 i .2 o.? 
o .. o 3.4 0.1 
0.4 0.9 0.8 1.1 
1.0 2.7 0.4 0.2 
1.6 1d3 0.7 6.9 
c .. i 0.1 0.1 
0~1 9.'7 3.4 1.4 

·1 .. 9 15.5 2.3 
o.n 4c4 4.2 

0.1 0.1 
0.2 0.1 0.1 

VI VII 

1u3 1.7 
1.0 1.1 
0 .. 5 0.9 
1.1 1.1 
095 0.,5 
1..3 1.7 
1 ,0 0 .. 6 
1.11. 1.2 
1 • 5 0.8 
1 .6 0.9 
0.3 0.7 
1 .6 1 .0 
1.0 0~8 
0.,6 0 .. 9 
0 .. 7 1.2 
).1 1.0 
).2 0.4 
0 .. 8 1.1 
0.8 1.3 
1.3 0.4 
3.2 3 ... 2 
0.2 0.1 
2.7 1 .. 8 
3. 2 0 .. ) 
1 .9 1 .u 
1 .. 7 1.1 
3.3 o.s 

VIII 

0.9 
1 0 1 
L.1 
1 .2 
0~5 
2.6 
0.6 
0.8 
1 .o 
0.5 
0.4 
1.1 
0 .. 6 
0.9 
1 .3 
2.9 
0 .. 6 
1 ,.o 
i . 1 
0.8 
2.6 
0 .. 2 
1 o2 
2.5 
9.8 
~.o 
0.2 

IX 

1 • 0 
0.8 
0.8 
0.8 
o.:! 
2.5 
0.7 
1 .9 
0.6 
0.9 
1 • 6 
1 .o 
0.'{ 
O.B 
o .. s 
2.2 
0.? 
0.7 
1 • 1 
0.4 
1 • 6 
1 .!j. 
1 0 5 
0.7 
0.9 
2. i 
0.6 

Non 
workers 

X 

0.8 
1 .. 0 
1 • 0 
1 .o 
1 .o 
1 • 2 
0.8 
0.9 
0~9 
0.9 
1.0 
1 .2 
0.9 -· 
1 .9 
1 .2 
1 .2 
0.7 
1.0 
1. 1 
0.7 
1 • 1 
0.7 
0.9 
0.9 
1 .o 
0.1 
0.6 



f~-'.8t~ld .... A Inr1••.stiral ST'eCiD.li~?.t·io:-J of (SC + Non-SC) in TJ:t:-l.n11 Inr15a, 1°61 --.. --~-----~--~---~--------- _ ...... ___ _ ___ .... _______ _ 
Sl. 
no. 

1 A .. 2d.l:...co. ?::cadcoh 
2 A::sc.rn 
3 Bihar 
4 G'u. j 2.ra t 
5 J & K 
6 Ke:r.·ala 
7 ~fuehya·Pradesh 
8 11'2-:."'il Nn.du 
9 I\'!al1c1 rct5!1 tra · 

1 0 . · K'l:t·:a.,:,_ -Laka 
11 O::.:·icsa 

'12 I\,_~jr\b 
13 Raja~?than . 
14 Uttsr Prddcsh 
1 5 \~ e;:=d; Ecngal 
16 DcJ l~.i 
17 Eir~ac:hal P. 
1 e H~J.J Li :pur 
19 Trip··xca 
20. D n Faveli 
21 Po:ndich9rry 
22 1:s.~;a~a-~1J ,. 
23 A N ..Ls '...:in(. 

24 L M A Islend~ 
25 Goa, D & D 
26 U E :P A 
27 Sib:.n::i!ll 

1ic-6"~l 
"'orke~~ 

(I-IX) 

1 ~ 1 
1 • 0 

.. 9 

.9 

.9 
~ • 0 
1 0 0 
~ 0 1 
i .o 
1 0 1 

.g 

.9 

.9 
1 .. o 

.9 
1 .1· 
1 0 2 

.. e 

.9 
i II 1 
1 • 3 

1 .o 

1 .. 2 

I 

1 .. 7 
._5 

1 • 3 
1 • 1 
1 .9 

.. 7 
1 .~~ 
1 0 1 

.9 
2.0 
1 ·.3 
1 • 0 
'j 0 f3 

.7 

.1 

.1 
1 .9 

.5 
; ·.9 

.4 
1-.7 

.2 

II 

:s. 0 
• 1 

1.0 
.:; 
.2 

1 .o 
.7 

1 .. 5 
1 .G 
1. 7 
~7 
.4 
~3 
.3 
.3 
.. o 
e2 
.o 
.5 

.4 

.1 

.9 

T~T 
.J..J ..... 

:i. 2 
.6 

2.6 
.4 
.4 

2e0 
3.0 
1. 7 

.9 
1 .. 1 
1 .. ) 

-4-
.6 
.4 
.4 
.3 
.6 
.1 
D5 

' 1 .6 
c4 

10.3 

r; 

1 .8 
.2 

1 0 0 
.7 
o9 
.7 

1 • 3 
1 .6 

.8 
1 .3 
1 .o 

.7 

.9 
1 • 1 

.3 , . ._ 

e9 .. 
• l 

.2 

.1 

.8 

.7 

.8 
1 • 2 

.. 6 

.8 

.9 

.9 
1 -4 

.. 8 

.7 

.8 

.5 

.e 
1. 6 
·.9 
... 6 

" • I 

VI 

1.0 
.G 
.8 
.6 
.,6 
.4 

1 ._6 
0 

OJ 

.8 
1 .6 
1 .. 2 
1 .3 
1 .5 

.B 
.• 9 
1 • 1 
1 .. 9 

.7 
1 .2 

.9 

.. 6 
8.2 

.8 

).0 

VII 

.9 
1 ell 

.8 

.9 ..., . ' 
1'7 

• I 
1 .o 
1 .o 
1 .o 
.8 
.8 

1 • 1 
?9 

1 .o 
1 .2 
1 .1 

.7 
1 • 2 
1.0 

1 .o 
.7 
,'{ 

.9 

1 .2 

VIII 

1 ~ 1 
1.8 
1 .. 1 

.8 

.6 

.8 
1 .o 

.8 
1 .3 

.. 6 
1 o1 

.9 
~ v 0 
1 .o 
1 .3 

.7 
.5 

.7 

.7 

.6 
1 ~ 1 

e'7 

1 • 2 

:;::x X 

~9 
1 .4 
1 • 0 

.8 
1 .J 
1 • 1 
1.0 

.9 
.9 
.9 

1. 6 
1 .o 

.9 
1. 0 
1 ~ 0 
1 .4 
1 .8 
1.0 
1 .1 

1 .. 1 
2 .. 1 
., 7 
I o..) 

.9 

.9 
·1 .o 
1.0 
1 • 0 
1 0 1 
1 .o 
1 • () 
1 .o 
1 .o 

.9 
1 .o 
1.0 
1 .o 
1 ~0 
1.0 

.9 

.. 9 
1 .1 

1 .1 
1 .0 

.8 

1 .o 

.9 



J.:z:p_l P. :_12_ Statewise Indistrial S.12.ecializa tion of n_on-SC in India. 1961 

Non Sl. ':eo tal Industrial classification o-f> w_q_rkers State l'rorkers -vrorkers No. (I-IX) I II III IV v VI VII VIII IX X 

1 Andhra Pradesh 1 .2 0.9 2.0 1 .3 0.5 2.7 1 .4 1 .3 0.9 1 .. 2 o.q 
2 l:..ssam 1.0 1.2 0.3 3.8 0.9 0.4 0.7 0.8 0.9 0.8 1 .o 
3 Bibar 0.9 1 .0 1 .2 1 • 2 0.9 . 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.7 1.0 
4 Gujarat 1 • 0 1. 0 t:o 0.4 0.9 1 • 3 0.8 1 • 1 1 • •j 0.9 1.0 
5 J&K 1 .o 1 .4 0.1 0.6 1. 0 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.9 o.o 1 .o 
6 Kerala 0.8 0.3 0.8 2.3 1 .1 1 • 7 0.9 1 .1 1 -3 1 .9 1 0 2 
7 !19.dhya Pradesh 1 .2 1 .4 1 .4 1.3 0.8 0.5 1 .1 0 .. 7 0.7 0.8 0.8 
8 Tmailn2.du 1.0 0.8 .... ~ 1 .o· 1.0 1 .5 1 .4 1 .4 1 .4 1 .1 1 .5 1 .o 
9 Ivla.harashtra- 1 .1 1.0 :·, 1 • .. 9 0.9 0.7 1.8 1.3 1 .2 1 .6 L).~ v.:;~ 

10 Karn::ttaka 1 .o 1 • 1 1 • :1 1 • 1 1 .1 1 .o 1 .6 0.9 0.7 1.0 1.0 
11 Orissa 1 .o 1 • 1 1 .2 0.6 1 .o 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.4 1 • 2 1 .o " 12 P"u.n j a b · 0.8 0.9 0.2· 0.2 0.7 1.0 1.5 1 .. 2 1.0 0.9 1 • 1 
13 Rajasthan 1 • 1 1 .5 0 .. 2 0.7 0.3 1.4 1.0 0.3 0.8 0.7 0.9 
14 Utt8.r Pradesh 0.9 1 .1 0.4. 0.2 0.9 0.6 0.6 0.9 0.8 0.8 1 .1 
15 \!Jest Bengal 0.8 0.5 O.T 1 .3 0.5 2.2 1.0 1 e 5 1 .7 1 .'! 1 .2 
16 Delhl 0.7 0.1 0.2 0.2 3.2 2.3 3.1 2.6 3.2 1 .2 
17 Hi:J:J. chal P. 1 • ·1- 2.1 0.1 0.6 0.9 0.2 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.8 0.7 
18 J'vTanipur 1 • 1 1e3 0.1 0.1 3.8 0.1 0.6 0.8 0.5 0.7 o.g 
19 Trj_ptlra 0.9 1 .1 0.5 0.7 0.8 0.5 0.8 0~8 0.5 1.0 1 .o 
20 D N Rc.:.veli 1 .4 1 .9 1 .5 3.0 0.4 0.1 1 .1 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.7 
21 Pondlcherry 0.8 0.3 1 .1 1 .8 o.a 2.7 2.5 2 .. 1 1 .2 1 .5 1 .1 
22 Nagaland 1 .4 2.2 0.1 0.1 o. ~ 0.2 0.2 0.3 1 ·3 0.7 
23 / .. N Island 1 .2 0.4 0.1 9.9 2.7 1.0 1.8 0.9 0;.9 1.6 o.g 
24 L l~I 1-.. Islands 1 .2 2.1 1o.o 0.8 2.1 0.2 0.8 0.5 0.8 
25 Goa, D&D 1.0 0.7 1 .1 4.3 1 .6 1 .4 1 .1 3-5 0.9 1. 0 
26 N E F ! .. 0.2 0.1 0.1 o.o 1 • 1 0.1 0.4 1 .6 0.1 
27 Sikkim 1 • 5 2.4 0.2 0.1 0.1 2.4 0.5 0.2 0.7 0.6 



2':-j~~lQ~~~-7 §·t<~!.; \?l:i f~ e Tndist-rial Ct: { :~...:i.!J.li~§: t:i c~11:-- of c•n 
0'-' in Indif-1.. 2 1961 

~:n. 
7-ota.i I!:;. dun tria.'. c]_assifica. tioa o..f 'iv o:r·k el'S !Ton 

Sb1t.e wcrkcrs worke!':J Ho .. I II III IV v VI VII VIII lX X ------------
1 l:..udhra Pradesh 1 .. 3 ~ .o 2.2 1 .. ~ 1 :3 0.6 1 .. 0 1 .2 1 .2 0.7 0.7 
2 As:-;3.Jl 0.9 1 .4 0. •J 3.5 0.9 1 • 1 0 .'( A .. 1 .8 0 •. ~ .1 ....... ~:> 

3 Bihnr 1 • 0 0.7 1 .. 1 1 ~ 5 0.6 0 .. 5 0.) 0 .. 7 u.'"' VeU I oV 

4 Gujara~ 0 .. 9 0 .. 6 Oe8 o.:; 1 ~ G 2.9 2.0 0 • .4 1 • 5 i .4 1 • 1 
5 J & TT 0~7 1..5 0.1 0.3 0-5 0 ~~ 0.5 0.3 0.2 0.6 1 .2 .l.,. .. :; 
6 Kcro.la ~ • 0 0 .. 1 1 .. 5 4.3 1 • c ~ ? 0~6 0.5 0&9 2.0 1 oO ...... 
7 Madl:ya Pradesh i . 2 1 .6 0:-9 1 0 0 1 '7 .. 0.7 1 .4 0.7 0.9 0.8 0.8 
8 Tamil!'lad '.l. 1 • 1 0:.9 1 ~ 3 1 • 3 0.5 1 • 1 1 • 1 0.8 1 .o 1 • 6 0.9 
9 ~ahc-...rn.cl1tra 1 D 1 Ou5 1 • 5 0&9 1 • 9 1 .. 8 1 .3 1 .2 1 .. 9 0.9 0.9 

10 Earna taka· . 1 • 1 'I u3 0 r· •? 1..5 0.9 1 • i 2.6 o.·t 0.5 0.9 0.9 
11 Orissa 1 .o 1 .. o 0 '7 

• I 0.9 i .. G 0.2 0.2 1 .4 0.5 1 .7 1 .. o 
12 Pti.n j 9.1J 0 7 .. 0~5 (.in 6 0.5 1 • 7 1 .. 1 1 .5 o.o 1 .3 1 ~3 1 • 2 
13 Raj::tzthcn 1 .o 1.7 0 .. 3 0.7 1 0 5 0.7 2~0 0 .. 9 1.0 o •. g 0 .. 9 
14 Utt::1.r Pr:ldcnh 0.9 1 • 2 0/7 0.2 0.7 0.7 0.7 o.s O.A 0.9 1 .o 
15 ·vfest Bengal 0.7 o .. o 0.6 1 • 6 0.4 1 r7 0.5 ~.J 1 .. 2 O .. b I .~ 6 I 

16 Doll'li 0.7 0.1 0 .. 8 0 .. 5 6.3 6.) 3 .. 0 3.2 2.7 1 .. 2 
17 himacha.l Pr.J.eG3h 1..3 2.8 0 .. 1 0.5 1.8 0 .. 4· 1 • G o.·1 0.2 0 .. 3 0.7 
18 M2-nipi.lr 1 • 1 2.0 3.4 Oe2 0 .. 5 0 .. 1 0.3 0.9 
19 Tripu:r·a. Ov7 1 .o 0 .. 2 2.3 0.5 1 30 0 .. 6 3-3 1 • 3 0.9 1 .2 
20 D &. N Havcli 1 .1 1 .. 8 O&G i .4 2.0 1 .2 C.1 e.g 
21 P(·ndicherry 1 0 2 0.3 2 .. 1 1 .5 0.2 2.2 0.4 "" .o 1 D 7 1.3 0.9 I 

22 N..:..:;a.la1~d 1.0 1 Oe5 15 .. 3 21 .1 . 2 .. 6 1 .o 



Sto:te 

·-.. -·-------··--· •I' (;. ~; ~r ~l 
w·orJ;:P.I:'S 
(I-IX) I II 

------··--·-·---
1 
2 
3 

:> 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
'i4 
15 
16 
1'7 
10 
19 
20 
21 
22 

A:--... C.l::.ra P::ca.desl'l 
f .. cr:'t.m· 
Blh~-r 
G~l jc.r·,,t t 
.J & K 
Keral~ 
:•Iadhya P:"c."adesh 
T::1.t_L~.l Na c~1_:t 
r'far.:.a::'atc!rtra 
Kan'lu.te..ka 
Cri.sGt:'A. 
Pnnjab 
Rajc;.sthnn 
tr·:;t-::i.:..' PJ·adesh 
vJ'e:-J~ :Cc11e:-:.1 
!h1hi 
E:tmacnal Prndosh 
l'fn:lir·~tr 
~[rj.p:n·:t 

D l1 liaveli 
Po::C.ichc::rry 
N.J.ge.l~.:.r;.\l 

1 .. ~') 
o.s 
1..0 
Oc9 
o..g 
1 .. a 
1 $2 
i "1 
1 .1 
1 0 1 
1 c 0 
o . .rr 
1 • 1 
0 .. 9 
o.:r 
o .. o 
1 .3 
1 • fJ 
0 .. 7 
1 .. 1 
1 • 1 
1 .5 

0 .. 3 
1 .t,. 
0 .. 6 
0~7 
~· r1 i o· f 

0,C 
1 • '5 
0.9 
0 .. 6 
l • 4 
0,9 
0.5 
-; .. e 
1 .2 
Ow8 
0.7 
2eb 
'i .9 
(' 0 wo..; 

1 .6 
0 .. 3 

2.?. 
0 0 ·t 
1 .. 6 
0 .. 9 
0.1 
1 • 3 
1 .o 
1.4 
1 .7 
1 oO 
0.7 
0 .. 6 
0.3 
0 .. 7 
Oc6 
Oc3 
0 .. 1 
o.o 
0.2 
0 •. 6 
2" ·; 

III 

1 & 2 
3.6 
1. 3 
c.<]. 
0 .. 4 
4.6 
1 .. 0 
1 .. 1 
1 0 1 
1 .. 5 
0.9 
0.5 
0 •. 7 
0.2 
1..'i 
2 u 1 
0.5 

2o4 
1 o4 
A ,' 
! • () 

-.·;r 
.l.v 

1 .. 4 
0.9 
0 .. 6 
1 .9 
0~6 
1 .o 
1 a G 
0.5 
2 .. '1 
1 ~o 
1..6 
1 .8 
1 .5 
0 .. 7 
C~4 
0.7 
1 .8 
~-4 
0.5 
2.0 
0 .. 2 

------------ -----·-------

v 

0 .. 5 
1 .2 
0.7 
1..5 
Oo3 
l.'r .. 2 
0.4 
1 .3 
1 .. 0 
0 .. 8 
0.2 
1 .. ~ .. 
0.7 
0.7 
# r 
I • '-' 

21 .. 2 
0<6 
0.5 
1.8 

VI 

0.9 
1 .1 . 
0.4 
2 .. 7 
0 .. 6 
0.9 
1 ,2 
o .. a 
1 .. 7 
2.::; 
0.2 
1 ~8 
1.8 
Oc8 
0.5 
~- .9 
2.1 

0.9 
1 .8 
0.6 

VII 

1 c 0 
5.4 
O .. fl 
0.4 
Oo4 
0.7 
0.5 
0.6 
0 .. 6 
o.G 
1 0 

0.9 
0.8 
0.8 
2 .. i 
1 .~ 
0.2 
0.7 
4 .'{ 

1 .G 

-- ·----~----...,---1\ic.a 

YIII 

0.8 
2 01 
1 .. o 
1 .. 4 
I). 'j 
1 .3 
0,7 
O~'l 

1 .3 
0 ~~· 
("\ r.:" 
__ _, 

1 • :; 
o.e 
1.0 
1 .. 4 
2.8 
0 .. 4 
0.2 
r., c 
f.A.oV 

2.7 

IX 

0.6 
0.5 
o.a 
1 • 3 
0.2 
?. .. 2 
0.7 
1 .8 
(; ~ 6 
0~8 
• n 
•• .J 

1 .4 
0.8 
1 .. 0 
0.5 
" .. ,: o I 

C.2 
0.3 
1 .. 0 
0.2 
1 • '3 
6 .. 6 

0 .. 7 
i .1 
'1 .0 
1 .. 0 
1 .. ~ 
1 .o 
0.8 
9.0 
9 .. 0 
9.0 
.. " 
I •.r 
1 • 2 
0 .. 9 
1 .. 1 
1 .3 
1 • 2 
o.:'f 
1.0 
1 .2 
0.9 
0~9 
0,6 
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Sl. Total Industrial classification of vmrkers Non 
No. St3.te workers workers 

(I-IX) I II ·III IV v VI VII VIII IX X 

1 lmdhra Pradesh 1 • 1 1 .3 2.5 1 • 1 1. 7 0.7 f.2 1 .o 1 .9 1.0 1 .o 
2 I..ssam 1 • 1 0.5 0.1 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.6 1 .3 1.8 1 .5 0.9 
3 Bihar 1. 0 1 • 3 0~9 2.6 1.0 0.8 0.9 0.8 1 .o 1.0 1 .o 
4 Gujarat 0.9 1 • 1 0.7 0.5 0.7 1 • 1 0.6 0.9 0.8 0.8 t. 0 
5 J&K 0.9 1 .9 0.2 0.5 o.~ 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 1 .3 1 .o 
6 Kerala 0.9 0.7 0.8 2.2 0.7 0.8 0.5 0.7 0.8 1 .1 1 .1 
7 lliadhya Pradesh 1.0 1 -4 0.8 2.2 1 .2 0.9 1 .6 1. 0 0.9 1 .o 1.-0 
8 Tamilnadu 1.0 1.0 1 • 1 1 • 5 1.8 0.9 1.0 1.0 Q.8 0.9 1 .o 
9 Maharashtra 1 • 1 0.9 1 .9 0.9 0.8 1 .4 '0.9 1 .o 1 • 3 0.9 0.9 

10 Karnataka 1.0 1 .9 1 .8 1.0 1 .4 0.8 1 .5 0.8 0.6 0.9 1.0 
11 Orissa 1 • 1 1. 2 0.8 1 • 2 1. 0 0.8 1. 3 0.8 1 .1 1 .5 0.9 
1a Punjab 0.9 1.0 0.2 0.4 6.0 0.8 1 ·3 1 • 1 .() .9 1 .o 1.0 
13 Rajasthan 0.9 1.8 0.4 0.7 0.8 0.5 1. 3 0.9 1 .o 0.9 1 .o 
14 Uttar Pradesh 0.9 0.7 0.3 0.4 1 .1 0.7 0.8 1 .1 1.0 1 .o 1.0 
15 vlest Bengal 1 .o 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.3 1 .6 0.9 1.2 1 • 3 1 .o 1 .o 
16 Delhi 0.9 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.9 0.9 1 • 1 0.8 1 .4 1.0 
17 Himachal P. 1 .1 1 .5 0.1 0.5 0.7 0.5 1.7 0.8 0.5 2.0 0.9 
18 Manipur 1.2 0.5 0.1 7.5 0.1 0.8 1 .1 0.7 1.0 0.9 
19 Tripura 0.8 0.9 0.6 0.4 0.4 0.4 1.3 0.9 0.7 1 .1 1 .1 
20 D N Haveli 
21 Pondicherry 0.9 0.3 0.3 1.8 0.9 0.9 1 .o 1.0 0.6 1 .. 1 1 .1 
22 Nagaland 1 .1 1.7 0.1 0.5 0.1 0.3 0.7 0.7 1 .1 2.2 1.0 
<3 1:.. N Island 1.3 0.2 11 .3 0.2 0.7 8.7 0.6 0.7 1.4 0.8 
24 L M A Islands 
25 Goa, D & D 1.0 2.9 3.9 
26 N E F 1-. 

2.8 0.5 0.8 0.8 1 .2 1.0 1.0 

27 Sikkim 1.2 1 .2 1 .2 0.4 0.1 3.2 1.2 0.5 2.3 0.9 



T~~ t1!l.!--"~f} : Rt a J; :;'~~i 8 e __ [:"~d.u !l ~ r:5-C:-1_£..t';_~QJ- <:"~J i '7, a-t ion of S C :1}1_!l:f "bml..J..n. c1 i?.. * 1 q fi 1 

___ .. __ ..., _ _. _______ 
Sl. To·:;:~~L I:r:dust::'ie.J .. cJ. assi:Zic:B.tion of ·workers Non 

s.tate WCl~~e.r.S· ----------'"'"-•·6 "\fOl'kOrG 1r <). (..,._,yl I "-T III IV v VI VII VIII IY .,.,. 
,-L J. ..... , ..L • .. .i-.. ... .. 

------- -----
~ Lnd.hra :!?radesh 1.2 1 .,2 3.1 'I .J 0.7 o.:J A .5 1 r3 1 .. 4 1 .. o 0.9 I 

2 /,.:: 88-.. n. 1 .o 1 o3 0.9 1 '1 ·J .2 0~5 2~6 ~~ ~ 0 0.8 1 .o • c. 

3 nihs.r 1 .. o 0.8 1 '7. .:..; 2 .. 5 0 .f3 0.7 0.5 OJ} 1 ~?. 1 0 1 1 .o 
4 G·:1;j n:rat 0.9 0.3 0 .. 2 o;2 0~5 1 .8 0.7 0 .. 3 0.,7 1 .. o 1 .1 • 
5 J &; ~r 

l'>. " 0 .. 8 3?0 0.2 0 '7: 
~.J 0.5 0.5 0.8 0.3 C.2 ·j • 1 1 0 1 

6 Y(:::'C:J.l.a I 'i f"', 'Z 2 .. 6 .. t: 0.7 0.6 0 .. 2 0,-4 0,5 1 ,.l; .. O .. f.i " . v~.-~ aO 

'! Jvi:?..rlhya P1~ad.esh '1..1 1 .. 4 0.4 0.9 2.5 1 .o 1 .. 7 0&9 .. .o 0.9 0.9 I 

8 lj'~1-~"J.:-ll lhtd'l .1 • 1 1 ~5 2 .1 2,4 0"4 0 .. 7 o.G 0.7 0$9 1 .. 1 0~9 
9 !\~~2-~l~·l:CLti;h ~.il_~~ 1 ... 1 Ouft i .o 0.4- 1 .. 5 1 .,2 0.6 0,.9 ! o2 0.9 1 .o 

10 KD.rnr: tal:a 1 .. o 2 ) 1 oJ 1 o4 o.s -C.L.8 1 .. 9 o .. G OJ~ 0 .. 9 .... 1 .o •'-
11 Oris0a .1 ,6 1 0 :; -

0 1:; 1 ? 1 ,3 0 .. 4 0 .. 5 1 o6 1 • 1 1 .6 0.9 ..... ·~ 
12 J?'U't1j 'lb .0 .. 9 :C .. 6_ 0 .. 6 0.3 .. • 4 0.7 0~9 0.7 1 .o 1 .o 1 • 1 I 
13 Ra.:; ':'.~~ tlr~.:a 0~9 1 • B. 0 .. ?. c.s .. .7· 0 .. 7 2~0 0.9 'I o0 OoG 1 .0 I 

14 ·u·L ~~::.:· l...,:r·E·.d cch . r. a a.·t. 0.3 0 .. 2 1 
") --

1 .. 1 0 .. 9 1 .2 'L1 1 .. o 1 .. o ,UoJ .. .:. 
15 vl-.3s·i; Br)l:gG .. l J 0 1 0.4. 0.2 0~8 0~5 1 .. 3 oh 1 .9 1 

,., 
Oo8 1 .o "-' ~L 

15 Dell:i G .. 9 o.o o .. c,. 0.4 1 ~0 1~8 o .. e 0 .. i 1 .. 2 1 .1 
'17 Hi::-.1~. c:h.aJ_ :rr~.desh 1 .. 1 3 .. 6 0 .. 2 0.6 2 .. 1 o .. g 2 .. 0 0.2 0.3 .1 .a 0,9 
18 I1h ~~.:. i ·(, u r 1 .. 4 4.1 1.,8 0 .. 9 0.2 2.0 0 .. 7 
19 rl'-~ .. • r :-, .. ,a 0.9 ' i .3 0.3 1 .2 O.? o.s 0.3 .. .9 ·o.9 1 • 1 1 .1 ..... .a.·'· ... 1·--- r: I 
20 T H lla.veli ...J -
21 :r c~ d i. c.l1_ '::r-::y 1 .3 ... 2.3 1.9 0~7 0.5 0.7 0.3 0.2 1.6 1 .a 0.8 
22 !T~gn.~--C..Il(l. 1 .. o 2.6 4o8 7.0 1 .o 

-----



99 

T~ble. 2~ Regional Industrial Speci~lization, 1961 

Higher Industrial Specialization 

ll.ndhra Pradesh 

J~ssam 

Gujarat 
Kerala 

Madhya Pradesh 
Maharashtra 
Karnataka 
~~ er.t Bengal 
Tanilnadu 
Delhi 

sc 

R II 
U II 
R III,VII, VIII 
U ·VII 
R VI 
R III, V, IX 
U II 
u rv 
R IV 
R vr 
R VII 
R III, II 
R III, V, VI,VIII 

IX 
Himachal Pradesh R 

u 
I, VI 
IV 

r1anipur R 

Tripura 
D N HB.veli 
Pondicherry 
1~ N Islt.:md 

I L M r~ Islands 
Goa, D & D 

Sikkim 

u 
R 

R 
R 

R 
R 

R 
u 
R 
u 

IV 

II 
III 
VIII 

Basis: Tables 2.15, 2.16, 2.18 and 2.19 

Non-SC 

II 

III 

III, V, VIII, IX 

v,·vrii, IX 

VI 

IV 
IV 
IV 
II! 
VI, VII, VII! 
IV, VI 

... 

IV, V, VI, VIII 
III,VI, VIII 
I, II, III 
VI 
VI, IX 



Chapter VI 

P~l.TICIP.:. .. TICH OF SCfiEDtJ'I,ED CA31ES I!~J POL IT IC3 

J2i!:,o r1 u c t j_ oa 

U::1til e2.:~1y thirtic3, the scheduled cas·(;:;;s hr.d 1:o 

se.y ;in the government. Only after the o:cgr:.~1iscd mo'lG::J.c:n ~ 

of the scheG.uled castes fo:::- shG.rinl) poli tico.l roirer c.rC. 

~;oc:i..al ju.:rt;j_ce under th9 leade!'snj_p of D:r·. B ,R.. l~;_a.IJ(jd~~~:;::· 

in early thirtiu~, the Bri ti::::h govcrnmcm t gave E ame th::mg:b.. t 
to the problems of scheduled C8stoD. Dr • .P..nbocE::ar· doEJ.:'.nded. 

separate o:ectorate for scheduled castes in ~he locel sslf

governoent. The off En' cf com.r::ru.nal avra.rd ar..d st::par2.t8 

electorate for sclB~~uled cnstes by tho B.:-i tish eovernmen t 

lras opposed by the Congress and G=tndhiji. ~he Congress 

ancl G8.11C.hiji thought that sc~-:ed.uled cHstss would go out. 

of their control if ssparate electorate was given to them. 

Therefore G~ndhiji went on ~ fast unto de3th for with~rawal 

of the nv:ard. Accordingly tb.c sepP,r:?.to electcr2:~e i.n;,s 

11:i ti:.dr:r,.;n. As a ccmpenza tiorr for the loss to scheduled. 

castes, due to the wittd~awal of coomunA.l m·rarJ., resc:r- " 

vation of seats was bade for tho Gched~led C3stes both in 

parli~~cnt and asse~blie3 of the states. Thess ssats were 

g:L7en to enable the scheduled casteo to (SOt elected a:1d 

voice ~he problems of tlwir :coiirGuni ty in the legiclo,tures. 

If the schcd.u.led ccstes i'lere 18ft to themselves to 
contest the elections, it would h~ve been ve~y difficult 

for. the:J. to get elect~d."' l'ec,P~O other th2.n the schedulGd 

can tes "1ould hs.v e h2rassed tho scheduled castc,s e.nd forc::;d 

t~em to 1'75-thclrJ.i·r frcm the elect:i.o-::.::::. In spi to of the 

rcEarvation ~a~y scheduled castes are harassed by the 

no:J.-schedulGd. castes to ~>Ti thC.rm1 their candidatures. 

/.ftar at-tair.d:~g independence Iild.ia aclopted the de

~ocr~~ic fo~ of govern8ent. The constitution of India 

ve~ted sc"1erei3=1 ty in the people of Ir:dia. ~ !:!i ttc:::-to the 
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coi:~r::o::.:. !r:.r.m -v;as not i~portant as far as the government 

poliGy m?,tters ":vere ccncer::.1ed. According to the consti

tut:on ~at least on paper) ~iscrimination en the grounds 

of caste, cres1, religion, sect, race, sex or province is 

strictly prohibited and pu..!isl'.:.able under the new laifS of 

t~.e com1try. The constitution of India accepted the p:i."i

nd.ple of universal aclul t franchj.se because of which the 

sch9duled. c:\stea also got the right to vote. The consti

tution of I~diR also m~de a provision for reservation 

for the scheclv,led castes both in parliam:ent end i~ ligi

slative asse:rrblies of the st~~tes of India. The rlght to 

vote gave iQportanoe to the size of population, so .thG 

sche~uled caste population also became impo~tant. One woRld 

be surp:riseC.. to knoH that these people viho wel"'e not treated 

e.s pt::;r~,ons in the eyes of lent in the pn.st suddenly due to 

this r:..ght of voting r..cg_uired political import::mce. It 

wss expected that the image of the scheduled castes people 
"t-rould in prove and thr. t they would acq_uire bargaining power 

so that they could elevate their socio-economic status in 

society. 

E.Qrliament 

It may b(, observed fro11 the table 6.1 that while the 

number of p~rli~mcn~ary sc?.tJ increased f~om 418 in 1957 
to 524 in 1971, the number of scheduled c2.stes reserved 

scats in parlia::nsnt incre!? .. scd from 76 in 1957 to 77 in· 

1 SG7. The null.bfJ:::' of s:::heC..uled castes seats in parliament 

increas8d in Ko.rnatA.ka, Rajasthan and Uest Be~1gal while the 

n1.lL1ber of sched1..i.lcd castes seats rm.13.:i..'1.0d consto.nt in 

A:1dhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihr.r, Kerala, Nadr.tJa Pradesh, 

Ta2ilnad~, Uttar Pradesh, Delhi a~d Him~chal Pradesh. 

l'Tcvertheloss the nD.mber of their seats has gone dc-vm in 

rbh<~r::tshtra, Orissa a~d tile Pu.."ljab. Parliamentary seats 

increased by 106 but the seats ~eserved for the scheduled 



Chapt~::- I 

INTROD"C"CTION 

is one of the unique features of the 

Indi~.11 soci ~:~Y. The so cantes ·~";itl1in the orbit of the 

l!i..1.C.'.}. reliei. 1. 'vhicb. ·Nere t::"ented 2.n untouchables wer8 

listed in a s .~edule in 1936 by the British go7ern~ent 

f +' . f . . .1.' t . o::." ... ne purpose o gJ. v1ng vaese. cas· es sone ccm:ess 1ons 

because of i~advantageous pcsition in the social 

i.:ierarc:1y. They known as schecl,;;.J.ed 

by Gandhiji. Ho~vever 

untoucha~"~ilj:~y anJ. so· ·_a, econo::r:5.c 2x~d other types of 

u.::.sc:;:·in.tnn.tions on tlli s g:-m.md continued to 1: e there. 

U:.'2.~0"..lCh2bili·~y and C:. ~c:-ii::tinations ·follo•:;ing from 

it exi~t ir~ c;1e ::o~·m or the o"t~1e:r in both the rural an:l 

It is evident 

that the dis~rir.1.inatio~ end ha ... assE-~i:lcnt of pcop1'e belor;.ging 

tG· t~e s~ called schedulecl caste· are no.::·e rm!p2.nt in the 

rural areas tha..Yl. in the ·c.rl·an are$~. This is 3. feature 
\ 

'Vihich cs.n be obse::"\"ed. every day aJ:th.,ough il'l~iden ts concer-

ni:;.c; inj::sti.ces G.o:1~ to people of th~\~checL;J.ed castes are 

not l'cported a:=: Euch as they desc~ve to\~e. 

Tho un toilcha."ule cast en e.re not knoic1 the S2,rte n.s~1Jes 

in all the states of India. There are 

b, + • T d • 1 • • i • 1 
.~G cas~es 1n ~n.1a as glve~ ln ;ao~e shou:.d 

1emrmbe~ that th~s li:t is not ezhaustive as 

r2.ste, in tho l:Ls-G of schedule;l castes r na.:weJ..:r, Ch mar 

i teelf ha1 o.s ~a:~:ty as ·j ·156 Charnar ::::as·~es 

1 • A list of the najc~ scheduled ca~tes in each state of 
India is give11 in the r.pp zad.ix. 
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~ 0 ~ 1 ' rnJ.•l.•e rescr~TD~ ~,_,~a+s for tte cas~0s J.nc=case.l on y oy o~e. - Vv~ ~ w 

scheS.ule;:'! c:.s-!;es in lla~ara.chtra were reserved be~ause. the 

scl'leduled cao"!ies rE:t't:.:... E·d to be .called u:.:rcoug!1::.bL;s and 

e:tbrc.cad B~1iC.h.:.sn. I-t m':iy be noted th~t by their r~cce:y

ti.ng :Buddhism their socio-eccno:nic condition diJ aot improYe 
t:uc:t. On the contr:;.ry they were hit h{\rd .;;oono;nic~lly 

bec.~.u.se tl1e Hi!ldus did r:.:)t employ then on th:;;.lr f~u·c-:H. 
I 

L"l rr:.?.ny vill"".czn in !·i?.h~.r1.shtr:::-. tho schGd·v~ed cro~stes wllo 

cm.br::.oed B'J 1d.himn w· ere c.~·J.VC!l out of tha:!.r vi1l!1ga8. They 

r~rGucd that tho gcve:tn:Jlent -vr·mtcd to give ·tl1o~n rosel ... YGtion 

only if they ncc:eptod sl .. tvory nn:t v.r.~. touchnbili t;y. 

~:o:re mEl!l.bG:"s of pr>.rlir.L~c::.t fro:n 8.mong the schedu.led 

castc:;3 co!::':e f;:•cr;J. Uttc-.r P:radesh, 'We~t Bcnr:;a.l, Bihnr 0.:nd 

r;;_;nil::~.<l'.l. ns cvm::Y'trcd to "the rest of the Btates in I:1dia. 

This is bocr:n::.se the scheC.ulc;;d cnctes :po~ul.~tion in these 

st~tes is comp~r3tively more th~n i~ the rest of the sts~eu 

in I:c.dir1. Tl1it1 represc-nti1ticn of sched'.lled c?.stes ~er.1bers 

ir.. the p1.rli.smc!!t is approxim~tely in proportion to the 

proportion of schod,.llcd cnstcs populn.tj.on to J~i1:8 t0tal 

populrticn iiJ. thu rcopcctive s"t8.tes. It mf:Y be obsorvod 

:·:-.. .. ou tr-.tle 6.1 th~-'.1 during the 1S57-1967 decr•.de thnt the 

i::1cre-:-~se in ·Lhe p'"l.rli~ment"try se~.t of scheduled untes by 

cne is rr.uch less tll~.n tf...e oxpectsd }!ropcr-\iicn::t te inc:;,: ease. 

As per [lrcvisicns in the co:1sti tu tion of Indin, the 

nu:·:.ber of rcser'T."'Gil sc:::-:."ts fo:i.' the schedule.: castes in the 

st~te legilnturr:s ::.nd p~rli:~tment should be in pl"Oportio:1 

to the por·ccntf'-gc c~ tr.e sched"J.le(;. co.stcs popul~tion ir.. 

tte tot.'"'.l poprt.: . .r'. tion of the t:·~~r:~ te/ ~ountry. One v;o1_,.ld 

see :rom table 6.~ n~d 6.2 that the po:porticns of the 
re:::~rved. se::.ts i:1 t~1e tot~J.s h~ve bee~ g::>ing do"m conti

num~s2.y si.."'lce 1937. The3e reduct:.cno in the prcpo:rtion 
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of rc::wrred se2to fci' scheduled c~stes L"l legi:-:l:J.ture3 

(~) rescr;~tion of sc~e of the co~stituenci0s on 

ncco'.lr ... t of undor:;:cporting of the n:1.mbor of -:ho 

scheduled cnstcs popul~tion, 

(b) rcr:10v~l of n::.mt.s of tho sc~1cdulcd c:-::.stcs fro:n 

the list uf schcdv.le1 co..ste;:;, -:;ncl 

(c) restricting their c..~t:..':10~"n.tion to certnin noti

fied 'lre~s even ui tl1in ~- st':'.to. 

T::1.blc 6.2 shmrs t~".t :-,r::wng tho st'1tc logi.sl~turcs t~w 

Punj::tb, Ei."l"..Ch'J.l :t·::.--:.:.dcsh ~nd H:u·y'1nn legisln.tu.ros h~,vc 1. 

siz::.ble nu1:1bC:i."' of schedulE::d c0.stes rr:embe.rs. 0~1 tho ot:Hlr 

h!>.::-J.d stn te legislq turcs of Ivi~hn.ro.s~ i:.r'1, Guj'").r,..:t r.md l:.ss~'tm. 

h1.vc ve.ry S!::'l.ll llunbcr of sched:Jlecl cnstes mc::-3b•;rs 9.S 

out of 270 strcngt]l in r.::.-,!lc>.r::.shti·n. legislntu.ro only 15 r~re 

reserved fc= the scheduled cnstes qnd ou~ of 168 in tho 

Gu~nr~t legisl~tture only 11 t.~re reserved for schoduled 

cr~s-:es. 

I~ is not only the quality of the msmbor of the 

lec;isln.tt-;.re but ::.lso the strensth of like nindod mcc.brirs 

in the house th'lt is inpcrto.nt in pr-.ss:Lng the bill. T:1e 

c~~parience of the st"'..te 1egislo::~t'lrcs ~nd p.:lrlit·,mcnt in 

Indi1. shc-v:s thnt it is not even the like minded.ness of 

t~e c-:-.;.1·:lid~tuJ but the -.;-rishos of their poli tlc:J.l pl.rties 

tlu'.t detcrnir:.e the f:-:tte of 1.ny bill. Since most of the 

C:"'.r:.did<"-t -:s belong to no:n-scheduled c0.stes, it is r:;.ther 

L~.~ .. ffiCUl t tO prtS3 r1. Cill in th8 ir.terest Of SChOdl1.l8d 

c-:.~tes rmd. i::.::;;cssible if it is cor::tr8.ry to t~1e interests 

of the non-scheduled c~stes \-illO !"..ro in rn.?.jority. This is 

'd1J ir.. spite of ·the p~ovision of giving re?rosent~tion to 

tho sc:1ed.\A.le::l c:1stce to voice their griev2.nc0s nnd redress 

ther!!. b~r :pef-1ceful mer;~:s their pro't:lem.s h2ve re:':Ilf:".ined u..'Ylsol ved, 



T.:. ~:l c • • 1 Qcr:p2.§:i t.iqn of the l'?.J:'l iamG:1. t!!.r;y, Consti+;ue~cics 

1971 1957 1962 1957 
Sb:::to/Ur..ion Territoriec f[;-l,.cen- Pore en- 1?crcont8.gu Tot::tl 1ot<11 sc ts:,gc to To±al DC tC'.ge to Toto.l sc to tctc..l tot:::.l tot:.."\1 

-----
1 Andhra Pr.'i.deEJh £1..1 

'I 41 6 14.63 43 6 13.95 37 6 16~22 

2 Aso~ru 14 14 7.14 12 1 8.33 11 1 9.09 
3 E!.he1.r 53 53 7 13.20 53 7 13.21 4G 7 15.22 

4 G·u. j c.::-a t 24 24 2 (3. 33 22 ·j 4.:l4 21 1 
... ,. 

'"t•rv 

5 H'J.rynnn 9 9 2 22.22 

6 !nmmu & K~lsh!!l.ir 6 6 

7 Kernll"\ 19 19 2 10 .. 52 18 2 11 .. 11 16 2 '12.50 
8 r-i'ldh::o. Pradesh '7~ 7..7 5 13.51 36 5 13.8'] ;l1 5 16o3 ..) , ./l 

9 To.milnadu 39 39 1 17.94 4-1 7 17.07 34 7 20.59 
10 Nn.hara.s:htrg, 45 45 3 6.67 44 6 13 .6/}. 38 G 15.79 
11 Kr:.:rn'l.taka. 27 27 4 14o81 26 7.. 11.54" 23 3 13 .. 04 .; 

12 Nr..:.gsl.land 1 1 
13. Orissa 20 20 3 15 .. 00 20 4 20.00 16 . 4 25 .. 00 
14 Pu.r..jo.b 13 1'2" 

•..I 3 23.08 ~') 
O:.L. 5 "22 .73 17 5 29.41 

15 ·Rnj:::.sth~n 23 23 4 . 17.39 22 3 13.64 19 3 15~79 
16 Utt:tl"' Prc.desh 85 85 18 21. 1G 86 18 20.93 68 18 26.47 
17 \rlc;st Beng:<:tl 40 40 8 20.00 36 6 16.67 30 6 20.00 

-- .... 



Tn.ble. Y.1 (Contd) 

St~to/Union Territories 

18 Delhi 
19 Him'l.chal Prn.desh 

20 Goa, D~m~n & Diu 

21 I1anir;.ur 
22 Pondicherry 

23 Tripuro. 
24 Is:lnnds 

25 Chnndigo.rh 
26 Dadrn & Nag~rhavcli 
27 M & A Isl 'lnC.s 

28 Mcgh':'.l~ya 

29 ~Iizoram 

3 0 1-;..runn. c hal 
31 lmslo-Indians an·d 

ncminoen cf tho 
PrcDid\Jnt 

Total 

'1971 

Total 

•7 

4 
2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

( 2) l"'igures for 
1967, Vol I 

1967 
Fcrc8i1-

~otc.l SC taGe to 
t ot~J.l 

7 14.28 

6 1 16.67 
2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1962 

Tot~l SO 

5 
4 

2 

2 

2 

1 

l'drce:l
toc;e to 
tot8.~L 

20.00 

25.00 

15.38 

Tot::'.l 

4-
3 

1 

~~ 18 

1957 

sc 

1 

1 

'/b 

Pcrceuts.go 
to tot:.1l 

25~00 

33-33 

(3) Figr.1rss fer 196~ a:;:;.d 19_.,'"7 c.:z:-;:; fro::1, !t'?.P.?X.~_on t11e ~C}~ird G~.~~en~.:J.+_~).2_c-4;}_Ql1, 
in Ind.in, Vol.l, Ge!lo:::·nl Co:noission o:f Indin., 19b6, p.13. 



Tr.blo 2 

3t~te 

1 1\..P 
2 l.ssam 
3 Eii::.ar 
4 G"..lj!'.r~t 
5 H:-..rynna 
6 J & K 
7 :lt~.P 
8 f.hharo.nh tr~ 
9 Kor::: •. :.n 

1 0 K•J.rr.::. ta.'k:::.i 
11" UU!1jrtb 
12 R9..j::.8than 
13 U. Bcrg8.l 
1 4 Him'l. :.~."Jc~:::.. PraC:. c oh 
15 lhnipur 
16 Mcghnlaya 
17 Tripur:1 
1 S Goa, };iu, D3.ruE-:.n 
19 Dolhi 
2 0 T~L~.: :.ln" du 
21 Oria:=e1 
22 U.P 

Tot'll 

287 
114 
318 
168 

75 
296 
270 

2~6 
104 
184. 
230 

68 
60 
60 
60 
30 
36 

S
., 
',J 

40 
8 

45 
11 
F) 

6 
29 
15 

29 
23 
31 
55 
16 

1 

1967 

l?Gr(;Gll-
t~ge of Total SO 

sc 
16.2 
'7.0 

1/J.. 1 
6-5 

H3.5 
8 .. 0 

13.2 
5 .. 6 

1··L4 
22.1 
16.e. 
~9n6 
23.3 

1 • '7 

1.0 

20.5 

2E5 
126 
318 
168 

296 
2TO 
133 
216 

p 
u 

45 
11 

39 
15 
11 
2S 

161. 33 

2UO 
31 
55 

1962 

PcrcG~- Pcrccn-
t~gG of Total SC tag~ bf Total SC 

~c _______ sc .::_ ___ _ 
14~0 
6.3 

14 .1 
6.5 

13 .. 2 
5-5 
8.3 

'l ~? ·4 
25.2 
16.8 
19.6 

3C8 
105 
318 
154 

268 
264 
126 
208 
154 
176 
252 

43 
5 

t;.o 
11 

43 
33 
11 
28 
"33 
2G 
45 

1 ~-. 3 
~?..5 
G.7 

13.5 
21.4 

301 
108 
318 
132 

26B 
264-
126 
208 
15!:-
176 
252 

43 
5 

4l) 

10 

43 
33 
11 
28 
~~ ;:> 
28 
45 

1957 

Porccn
t'J.0;) cf 

"<f"' 
1-J \.• 

14.3 
4.6 

1?..G 
7.6 

14.9 
12.5 
8.7 

13.5 
21 .4 
19.9 
17.5 
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Howev-er t:1ere 1::.2-s been some marginal work in pc.ssing some 
of the lnws, \·rhich could not help transformntion of the 
socio-economic status of the scheduled c~stes. The so called 
rc)r~sEntat!ves of the scheduled castes are ~eally the 
representatives of their respective politicnl parties r~ther 
t~~n the represent~tives of the scheduled c~stes. In 
re~lity they nre puppets in the h~nds of their respective 
politic~l p~rty bosses. 

Prnctic'1lly not rt singly d!iy hr.s p!1ssed without r.tro
cities being cc~itted ~g~inst the untouchables who are 
economically poor, socinlly depressed ~nd politicnl~y 
unorg"mised. Though the constitution of India hns gunra
ntecd e:qu:::tli ty before ln.w· as s::tfeguard ag[!.inst discrimi
n~tion, the untouch'l.bles cannot hnve their gri~vances redres
sed becr.use the offenders are also the employers m1d !:'tre 
thus economically pov1erful. Moreover mqnagement of lc..w 
o.nd order is in the hrmds of those people who belong to 
the (upper) castes th3t commit offences 3g~inst the 
untouchnbles. The depressed position'in which they find 
themselves does not permit them to seek justice which is 
costly ~nd beyond their re1ch due to their poverty. Their 
griev~~ces c~~ot be ~iced by their representatives in 

p~rliament, state legislnturJs nnd in the district a1d 
t~luk panc~~y::tts/pc..rishads. This is because they are tools 
in the h~nds of mrl.jority which hr.ppens to bo the caste 
Hindus. Reservation is in ~ lFlY n right given to Hindus 
to nocinl"'.te U.'1touch~bles as n represent2tives of untouch
ables but in re~lity as a tool in the h~nds of Hindus for 

1 . t • . 1 exp_ol. n."J.on. 

1 • B .R. !.r:1bedlnr, Ew.~ncipn. tion of the Un touch::tbles (Bomb~y: 
Thacker nnd Comp~ny Limited, 1972.) 
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All politi~al pnrties put up c~ndid~~es for elec

tions fro:n wi thi!1 a rnj ::;ri ty caste or caste g!'oup. It 
is underst::md:ible in c"'.:.so of c~s·i;0 O:!."'lented politic~l· · 

p:l.rties li:{e t:10 HinC:u Hah~se.bl1a, t!le Huslim JJ·3~.gue, tr.o 

Jon-::>. Snngh &'1d the Sct.edulcd Castes F~deration. It is 

su!"pris:.ng that oven tl:o Con~ess. prnctises t:!1e~Je elec:io~~ 

teclmiques on r\ 1r--.r3'e sc::tle. In f~c-1; the CongrGso i!li ~i

nted this pr~ctice. This is because the elections are 

d.cninnted by c~.ste loy.'1li ties r::-.::hcr tl.:.~.n principles .• 

The role of oloctio~ manifestos and idelog~es of.rolitic~l 

pcn·ties qre of rr:it~.or significnnce L"l election. Therefore 

i ~ h1.s strengthenE:1 r2.t~1er t:tan we~.kened casteis:n and 

cnste loyal·cies i.n the cou.ntry. 

1-..3 a reEu1 t of such election pr~.ctices right from 

t1::.o pr.rlia!'..-E:nt and st.c:~e leeislatures to the district 

pr.:..1 :i.shrtc!s, talll.k panc::-.tP.y2ts t:~nd vill 'lgo panchFtyats,. only 

the m,qjori ty c::cste cE.nc.idate gets elected irrespective 

of the c2.ndiclf:'.to 's poli tic3.l ~ffiliatj_on and principles. 

By aad 18-rge the c?.ste Hi.:c.du.s form the majority practi

cr.lly in E .. ll regions and nmune them the numerically do

rr2.:1:l.n t C3.sto has the upper h::n:d as is evident· in most of 

the state leginla tv.res ar.d district and tr.lu.k panchn.yats. 2 

I'o::- exnrr.ple Ne.r~th?.s in !1aharash~ra, Reddys and K::-.r:mas in 

1~1.c.U:.~·::.. Prn.dGr:h, Jats aHd Rf~j:f!llts in Rajr.sths.n, Utta!" Pradesh 

a!: .. d !-1-:-td:..ya Pradesh, Pa tcls ?.nd Pa tid8.rs j.n Gu.jara t, ar~d 

VJLkaligns Li~.gaynts in Kc.TI11.t3.L:8. s.re r .. :;..meric-;,.lly domi:'lP..nt 
I 

c!lc·~ ~a. J.i.s :1 result thay hr-1"\~e tht:.npi.."1g majority in legi-

olr:.t'.l:t:'es, district 3!lQ ts.:.tlkn r~.nchay::1.ts/par!shB-ds a!ld 

villn&o panch:;nts in thoi1 ... : .. espcctiVf) region:il. Obviously 

:. Prst!?.p Singh, Soc:.o.l B;:•.ctgrou: .. J.C. of Ii<:>..rynna l·IL.l.t. : 
Iu1 :?.w;piric~l ;:·:uj.y, Jourr..al of Ccn~titutional and 
P~.rli~nE;nt~ry ~li:u·3ie~J (V:>l.VIII, No.3; Ue11 Delhi: 
Septe~bcr 1974), p.4~6. · 
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in pa!'li3.rlS~t e.lRo 2. l~!'ge nTiber cf ·fue w.sr:ber~3 b·3Jc~;.g 

to the r.:mcricnlly do::;,:!.naat caste of the st"'.te to 1·;hich 

the:l belong. 

Ey r..r..d large U'1jcri ~:;-- c8stes 1·1hose rc]:::-c~e~lt~.ti7c;'1 

fO!'!l the ·z:nj cri ty in t:1e legisl?.-GUrOS CCEllli t a troci titS 

e.g~inst un-touclw.~los. lienee tr.:.e :p:roblerr.s of Ul1tou~h::.bl8s 

cc>.r~not be raisE;d. ir.. the lcgislr. t":.l!'es and laws nrc not 

m::tde to rc:::1edy t:"lcJe ills. I·lorE:OVGr if by 'J.J.l.Y cl:n:tce sc~r:e 

perip::,eral la..,.rs c..re 02.de in :::'a.vo~r of the un t·::rJ.ch8.bles, 

tha executives nnd 1ureauc:::·ats i·rho :.:trEJ other than tmtcmcl'.

ablos do not execute t:12: lP.:tlS properly. In such circumD

t'lnces it is p~~~qcticr--.lly irr:.pcs:Jible for "th8 u.atouchables 

to rrtise their v~ice ng1.inst li1juotice inflicted on tl:.eo. 

The fou.r.dir:g fa.tl:e::-s cf tl1o co:::1sti tution of Ir.Ldia 

·...-isJanlisej this prol::lem ~.nd o:tde provision for t~le rcser

·rc;tion for rcp~eser .. :catives of the tmtouch3.Jles in prtrli

RL!c>~t and ia the st:J.te O.Sfie:rr:blies. Lccord.in::~ to this 

p!"c1vision in a resc:::·ve co::1sti tu~r~cy cnly the tmtouch[,blo 

o:;:- Hnrij):w.1 c?.:c.C:iU.ate cnn ccntest t~1e election but 811 

vc~ero belo~~i~g to that constituency c~st their votes. 

\f::oseovcr gats ffi'-'.joriJ .. ;:r of t~1e votes is elected. In such 

~-n electicn systco ::1 H2:-ijnn c~ndide.te who is r.ccepto.blo 

"to the Ll~jcri ty V~1iCh happens to ce Of .J..' 
l..l18 caste Hindus 

will eet elected. 0!1 tbc co:1trp.,ry eve:.1 if all untoucha

b~es c""lst t~:.e::.:r vo~es to a c?.ndid:tte;:rho i.s acceptable to 

i.:l1c.o and who ac.;ccrding to tho!n J:J.i["ht represent their 

hopes and ::-.::rp:_:r3.ticr_s in tl:.e J.eg1sla7.ure uill be very 

b::·.cl1:r de:fe:-.tcd, if t::3 o.:.ste Eindus fe8l otharwise. ~his 

1vill oxpl:?..in t·~ ~1y D.:r. l:.r:"usd.\ .. ?.l .. , tb.e champion o:Z the c.?)J.s e 

o: the l.<..:.1tonc1:.:-t't:les 1 v;as ch~fes:~ed. i:1 post-i:::J.dspende:we 

elections i:a In din. T:1is is evid.en. -;:i ::...11 al;::os t e.ll reserve 

co:1~ti -::~encies of 1.ll states a:':ld regicns. This is becm:~.sa 

teo c?.s-te :r:hld.'J.S fo:rn the c7eJ";·;-:1al:J.inc; mo.jcr:tty of voters, 
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while the untouchable voters form less than 

of the voters in various states and regions 

The polittcal p~rties also approve the 
even in reserved seats of those who n.re accep .1.ble to the 

'\ 

cr".ste Hindus rather th:m to lte u..TJ.touchables. is 

precisely because they w~nt their candidntes t be elected 

by hook or crook. Momb~rs thus elected m.tura~ . y ·crw."lnot 

be other tha."1 the shovr pieces or rubber stamps . n the 
hands of c~ste Hindu politicians. If the untouc~1able 
legislators or a minister tries to tr.J.k about tr.~ welfare 

of untouchables, he is sacked to please the cas·t, .. ~· Hindus 
as is evident in the re:noval of IJir .B. Basavalinga_ pa from 

the Karnataka. ministry, Mr. Tirpude from Maharashtrt'a 

ministry, Hrs. Satyavani I1uthu from the Tamilnadu i inistry. 

This is perhaps why Harijan members in the st~: te 

legislatures and parliament are discovered opening ·heir 

mouths only accidentally or once in a while. Even this 

limited speaking may have to be alone according to t e wishes 

and gu.idelines given by their p~rty bosses who are n n1e 

other than the caste Hindus, If the candidates elec·,;\3d 

in reserve seats fail to comply their obtaining tickc.·t.s 

for the next election is ruled out and even if ticket:~' 

are given under the pressure of the political party, their 

chances of getting elected ara bleak. This is why the 

elected Harijan members are the· representatives of the 

general constituency and not of t~e untouchables. This is 

ivhy these meek Ha.rijan ~rPs and I1Ll1.s cannot voice the Pr\" 'b

le~s of untouchables in the legislatures even if they- ft\el 

like doing so. Ironically non-Harujan members arc at ti ~es 

fou.'1d raising the problems of untouchables in the parlia1~ \lent 
and state legislntures. \ 

If the reser~ration to scheduled castes, is not to be ~ , 



12 

force a:1.d i~l we ncan to llo:lo"lr the cor:sti tutional goal 

'lf-:it!-1 rcgarc to represontf!.tio::l of untouchables in po.rlinment 

nnd state ~jssemblies, then there is n need Jr change in 

t2o prescr--u elr:ction syste:J by tho ro2ervcd consti tucncy 

for the 1ch~duled castes. 

I 

!..tjirese:1t gonornl seat oe:nbe:::-3 for the legiolatures 

rtrc eleft;ef joil1tly by all vo·(;er3 L'1cluding 1L'1touchablcs 

and i tJ~!:lou~d continue as usual bt~.t L!stes.d of nllo-vJin~ 

all rusJ_ oers of the constituency to cast their votes for 

the rep;;rv-s se::::. t, ti~e untouchables nlo:1e should. cast their 

votes·/ l~.s 3. conseq_r!.ence n.. candidate from among 1:1any 1;lho 

is air!eptable to the untouchables a.11d vrho acco:."'ding .to 

thr:.:2l /night reproser:t their problcrJs in the respect:.vo 

lcgf·.Jl8turcs ~rill be elected. 

Such a candidate ~~·ill be really representing the 

11.1.'1.-tOuchables A.S he -v.iill be directly interested in the 
I 

proiblet:1S of U.'1touchablss be2ides the problen~s of gene::."'al 

pu~ :ic. There should be a provision for recalliag the 
I 

c::tndiG.ete elected from the resm:-vc constit"r.eacy, i:f 
I 

l~oq_uircd by his untouchable voters, j_n o:rder to :)revcnt 

hl~n eith:::r from c:::·oszing the floor o:." betra:y-in.g his voters 

cl: not serving their caus1.J ft Such co.ndid;::-~.tes o5.ght present 
I 

~;he prot:leLls of u12touchables better -::ithout any fear or 
I 

f:~vour of the majority castes. 
I 
I 

( In a multip"':-ty system, untouchc,bles mig!lt even act 

1 
r..s a b~le.ncing force in po;;cr pcli tics. FOJ." 1~rir..:c.ing theill 

1 over political ~art!cs will ses tbat juotice is done to 

ttcn. T~1is ,,;ill uipe out most of tho evils of caste system 

in generr.l ~nd t"ll t8:'!.ch[tbili ty L11 pJ.:::ticular. 1'his idll 

go a long ~ray in est~\blishL!g ec;_uality an~i justice. In 

t•.t: .. n it l!il.l re~~ve .PO'rert;y and exploitation, as (some of) 

the ~oorest ?Ld the nost cx?loited people are usually the 
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~~touchRblcs. T~is approqch might be br~~ded as separ~
tist or egainst n~tional integr~tion. But it ia not 
really so. It ~~ill end ti1o sl '1-Vcry of the· unto·..Ichr.'blcs 
though effort nay not be to tb. o liking of the touch~.bJ.c 
T1?..jority. 

If we do not altE.:r the existing contradiction in the 
system, the mqss of poor .~~d frustrated untouchables ffiight 
C:isrum:pt cr confront the existing socio-Gccnooic order. 
The volcano of u.nrcst ~-t tirr!GS crrupts as observed in the 
case of Dr~li t Panthers i.."'l. l·1!:l.har::.shtra and Gujarnt. The 
contr""(:iction of poli tic::.l equality :rnd equality. bi)fore 
law and acio-economic inequalities and injustice in d9.y to 
day life ~<Till force the hungry masses and oppressed unto
uchables ~o blow up the political superstructure so labour
ously built up so far. The untouchables know for certain 
that they have nothing to lose eLcept perh~ps their chains. 
'\'Then that day comes one know·s not, but. time may tell! 



f\vc.;P~1.t.. n~r~"d 
~:... -· cl A.•/_"!'"'~-

Chap tcr VII 

L:~TI-·UNTOUCn: ... AEILIT1 lffiASU?..ES 

Lord Eudnha ~-;as t:-1e first t0 attJck Vn.:'~1.a.~->brar:m. 

tha:2rr..1, c2ste ;:iJStsrJ a:1d cliscrirJj_na.tic:l. on its gro1J.l1(!. 

He preached e::p;;s.li t:r of all hu..'T.an beings irrespective 

of tl1eir status 2-n Vania or cacte hierarcl1y. He a ttackerl 

the ritual p·~i t:~ uhich vremt a long v;ay in ur:nih:ilatin[.; 

the diviziu~l of human bo:.;'le;G in to \n: .. tertight co::npart:ne~1'ts 

of caste:). :S:m•Tc·.rer the reviv-al of the Vedic :w.ovement 

dm.:'ing and afte:;." tl::s Gupt8. period in a:!cicnt India Em.pr

ressed thG r~::>VE:mGn t lecl by Lrn::d Buddha and Zurther agg~·a

vated the caste QUltiplication in I!ldiao 

In t1"'.e rr.ed.i.Gval period. in India sa.int::o~ and their 

:St:::kti-cul t preac~·wd equtll~Lty of hunan beings before God. 

T:1ey advocc~-~Bd that even t~1e low cas~e person can at·Gc:.ln 

-t:lC bllDS of God and sal vat:i.on through faith in God. 

Sc.ints sp:;."~-ad the knovvlec.ge to ccnW1o:n I:J.asse!J by preachir-.g 

in cori;:ucn,. locnl ls.ngt~aees rather tha.."'l :L'1 Sanskrit. This 

VG.C very in:p~rtan t be; cause, hi thc:rto all religious pre

cc:p-:s and knovilsdee ~N"as in Sanskr.:i_t ivhich viaS not a 

cummcn ::.:ar .. ! s language. It W"8.S known to Bra:r.J.J.ins e.nd a 

fc'tT people belonginG to the D':Tijas, uhtle a vast majority 

of the ~'lasses in ge:;,eral and Sudras and Ati-Sudras or 

::?snc:1ar_c:.:.:o.a·3 in pnrt:L~:ula:::- 1·1ere 1~rohioited from even 

lt:arning Sans~n:i t an.i reJ;igious verses. Hc~lever the 

sainh: c.:ici no-c prsach s-tronely th0 ::.1eczssi ty of social 

CCln::di ty. Thc:;y· bot'h.f:red o:1ly abm;:J.; the salvation after 

dcat:1 and did not bother ILach e.bout the sufferings in 

tl:is J.if e. A3 :;. rem:l t they laid emphasit-: on the eg_lJ.ali ty 

of souls, salvat:.on and heaven. So~e casual references 

~-Tere r::.scle to the :p::::-o 'blcm oi hl.U!l3.J."1 se~:r8gaticn and ti1~ t 

teo Oi.~t of sy~1.92:'c:1y rather tl:la.1 to assort t!:le birth right 

• 
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and ]laces of public !'8fiOrt m.s.in·tained wholly or par.t.;ly 

out of st.:1te fu..:1d.s or daC.ic3.teC. t~ the use cf tr_e geno;:'::tl 

pt:blic. 

Artic1e 16 (2): No citizen zhg.ll, on t~r .. ·ouuds o:1ly 

of religion,·race, sex 1 desce~t 1 place of birth, resi~ 

dsnce or any of thcr:: 1 be inelj_gible fer, or disc:tir:-.i-r. .. J.ted. 

against i..'"l. respect of any enroJ_o}"'L18:.:lt or office u.nd0r the 

sta-te. 

Article 56: .~·he s't~,te shall :;rr.omc.te viitl::. s-pe0tr::.l 

care t::e ed1.<.cati.onal and. E::con::;!'::i.::! :lntfJYes ~s of the ~r3~1>:Gr 

sections of the y;eo"'~le s .. nd :::.I! JX:trti~::ula:r of the sc;.1pd'...Lled. 

c~stes and ths Ec~aduled tribes, und shqll pratsct t~om 

fl'CJl ~-:-.)ci.'ll in;jl) .. sti::!'3 and all forms of explci to. -::Lo:!:l. 

The CG!1St:i.tutio~1al measures for provid.ing protecti'J:n 

t0 tho .vleakPr sections of t~e soc:i..ety 9-nd tho scheduled 

ce.steo and sc::eduled tribes in particular helped L1 tho 

clc jcre abolition of discriDination er.d ur..to-..:tchJ.bility 

but it did not mention the de facto t~oubles because of 

the tr~nsfcr of p~wcr f~c~ village to parlia~cnt 1 to t~e 

h3.~.:ds of r.b.jori ty caste Hindus, ¥rho h9.d na interest in 
' pr·otect.:i.ng tl:l.e scheduled castes. I4.; was proc:i.sely bccr.use 

·~,l~r ~·--·c·tec+_io~ t.o "'·"p snh=>du,•"a.· C"''""..I..CS ..... ("' '"'/Y'··,~ .. 1 ........ tbeJ·.r <..W. .J y v ...,_ IJ l/.L.'-v '.""'-,•'"" .-V <"..:.1.0~·· \''Jr::~.d;;,) C.~oo~.,..)'"-:'j,J. :.:;:JV -

:.nterast of c;ett:.ng th;.; froe sc~rvices of t:O.e m8ek untotl

c~n~1e Derfo. Tb.a consti tuticnal provisions i.'"emained. as 

o;o-~lJ; ae car:.1 ti .. .re p:i.ece~ rather th.::Gl effecti:;re in;3trum81: ts 

of usc. T~erefcro the parli3~snt of In~ia had to p~ss 

t. ,, t tl"' 11 ... }.1.' J 1.' -i-y· r' n·f'fcnces) 'act ·:n AI 9J':;::;. a:t'ter five L!l .!.-14..11 0 L:._c~'"" • u.' \V - ....... _,, 

y0r-.. rs of experience c,f coneti tuti.c:1al rr.ea~;u:"'e;J of Gradi

cat.i.c!l of d:i.Gcrimi.nation against scheduled casteo and 

OPI:rl;;2sion on t;ro··~rcds o:f untcuct?.."oility. 
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Con~t~tuti~~ of I~dia ------·------
:::'he consti t·-1tion of "the rapublic of India caoe into 

fore~:; fro;n 26 J2.n~..:Lary 1 950. Collsis ton t 'ili th its rreamtl c, 

ar·cicle 17 declares that "Untcu.chabili ty is abolished 2!'!.d 

it~ pr-actice in &~y form in forbiddG::1. The enforcement 

of 8.ny C!isabilit;? arising out of u,.;,1tcuchability r.llall bo 

8.n C'fiOl'lCe pu.::1ish2.ble in accor~:a:1ce vri th lavr'! Th1J.S .arti:clc 

17 llaa, de ~lure, abclis:1Gd u..:1 tcuchabili ty 

its practice in any for~ whatsoeve:-. 

fer bidden 

\lhy co:1ld not D!'. 2.r1~edkar, the prir.cipnl arnhiteet 

of the cons:iJvu t:!.on, who hat.1 allia.ys sp €arheaJcd the iJOVe-

r:1en.t for tL.a an::1:ihila tio!l of cc.1.ste, prevail upon the con

st~t~G~t assornbly for the abolition of caste, the tree~ 

th2. t bc<:".rs the f::.'ui ts of l~ntouchatil::. ty? It uas pcrhapo 

b';c.~-~so of tho Ullp:coparcct~oss cf the vast majority of 

i t:1 mc'::1bsrs. ~~J.1o fail:1reto a'Jolish caste consti tlltio:.19.::!.ly 

has rcsul ted in untouchability baing practised with rcne't·;ed 

vigou~ even after indcpcndonco. 

Tile constitu~i on of India rc.ade tho follo11L"lg l'rovi

sic.ns against di8crimin:3.tion w-ith tr..e expectation of help

ing tho underprivileged population, particularly thG 

scheduled ~astcs c.nd r::chedulcd tr:i.bes: 

A~t~cle 15(1 ): The state shall not discriminate 

ac;:::-.::.~1st any citizsn 0:!1 grOl1.:.'1ds or..l~i" cf religion, race, 

csstc, sex, plG.ce of birth cr ar..y of ~hcs • 

.a~ticle 15( 2): No cit:.ze!l ohall, en grcu.."lds only 

of rc~:igicn r:.ce, caste, sex, place of birth or any of 

ttcm, be subject to any disability) liability, restriction 

or co:::.~itio!lS ;;ith rot;::-t:cd to: (a) access to shops, public 

r.sr/.;3.~~::-ants, l:otels 2.nd placGs of :public entertainment; 

or (b) tho use of the u8lls, t<!nks, bath:.r..g ghats, roads 
• 
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The round table cc.~fel"Once in 1932 ace en tua-Gei the rift 

in betwee~1 Ganahiji and Dr. A11!bedkar. As a conscguonce_ 

tho ri~t was ieflectei in a correcpcndi~g rift be~wec~ 

the Indian· Iia.tional Cong1·ess e.:.;.d the Or{;anisaticn cf 

Scheduled Castes. Exposure cf caste Hindus and Cc~gr~sA 
cor1;Jelled :~ight zj_nd ed people to confess thJ.t un tauc!v.i~ 

bili ty was a blo~ on tho Indian society. Ga.nclhiji h:.m.::e1 :t' 

lm_.,_nched a pro?2.ga:nd.a drive ags.inst untouc:1abil.ity ·,ri.t:J.in 

thtJ framev.rork of bro8.d caste cyste11. Du•, "Co r:1ass a·,:a.J?:cnins 

poopl0's rcprosontativos in logiclaturos ini~iat0d ctsps 
age.inst untcuchnbili t;y. 

\ ~~10 ont!-"Jrrlot:cllabili ty movcmc:::1t lod by Dr. Ambcr:E;:ar 

oc.de ti".e 3:r·i tiob govo:c:r..ment feel tho noccssi i:iY of removing 

unto::;.clw.bi.lity. AftGr the second ro-:1. ... 11d table con~fo::.."One!o 

i!l 1932 one notj_cos a radic:ll b:.:-eak away from t~1o t~1raldom 

of tr.:.e agea, as a result of the ~:;fforts r:1ado by Dr. P-~tcd.kar, 

G:i::::lhiji and others for tho G!'adicatio:1 of untou.chabili ty. 
CcnsequEmtly all states in India ( oxc.cpt .Assam, Jammu. a.r..d. 

Kas::mi::.~ Cl..l'ld Rajasthan) aG.optod lugiola tions for enacli.ng 

cchedul~:;d ca3tes to ezercise their r~ghts to worship in 

tmnples and uee public plac8s and a~e::1i ties. 'I'ho llladrc:.s 

lq;islative cot:.~1cil vras the first to int::oduce a legislation 

for tb.1·cwing open the Hi...""ldu temples to all. Hindus "by e:Ia

cting tho ror.1oval of' civil disabili tics act 8.r:d the I'~a:Labc:"r 

ts:.:aplc entry ar:t in 1938. 

'J.:he Borr:.bay Earijar: .. teL1p2..e v1orchip (removal of ciisa

bili'ties) aot ~-as passed in 19~8 c:ra:r..tiag tcm?1e ont:(';y

righ~o to the un touchaolcs. S'<1.bsoqtum t Bombay Harijan 

(rosoYal of social disabilities) act of 1946 and the Bombay 

:Lbrij2.n tenjle C!ltry act of 194 7 also gave then full rights 

i:n the r:l?.ttcr. In opite of passing such ac~s the observance 

of un ~oucha bili ty did t:ot become illcg3.l. 
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ti;:-rt se~~JEn ts of the s ~y;j. 8ty li;;:e the caste s;y e.tero :!.r ... 

I:1d::8,. ~l1e i:;.p8,0t of vrcstern ed1;.ca·~ion c:1. Ii:;.d. ia!w p·;:~ 

·i.;tcD. l!l ti:70 r:lir;.Js, oLe bclievJ.r..g in tradi tim:sl caste:i s~;l 

C;:id L::llto·::.~.llab::..lity 8::1:1 ssc':n:i bal::.cving :iJ.: a· liberal 

G0r.:ic~t:r. Sl~;'J..y rr:;:stcrn ed:t::.cateJ. c.s,ste IL~r~d.us becauGe 

o:f: tl'leir 2.f:!Sociatlcn ~·ri th iiGGterne:r:s and intrcduc·tior ... to 

v.rest2rn cJ.:1caticn bcea1ne lo:Js -;iole.r..t and :.rigid. unliko 

thsi= fecale folk a~d ether casts Hindus. S~ch ~en pro-

j ect·3d tlll=mflc:l ver: 2~s J.::..:)ax·s.l :~n the public but re,:nain.,'31 

ccnGrJ.·i;"attv~s and. C2,ste mE~.~l·::J•i L1 the p::i~late, i:1 thtJi:r 

fa::::Lly liViJS. 

:::'J::.--:. .. 1::i." frc;n lt;;;:18.rs.stt:.."'J. :.n i9 th ccr..tu~cy 1 1,1ho not o::!ly 

n tt'J.ch:d the ca; . .rte uy:::te!D. and llT/Lou.chabili ty b,.<.t led a 

r.:J.CY?rnEL t in B~l orgG.:r:lGi;d 1;r::-,} tl·Lrc,:;.gll hiG 11 S3,t~~a Zodl:s.):a 

Sc.JJ:J..j ~ ;, Gatya Sc<i:ls!.G~ S2..::2.j lms actl'"J'ely ene;:aged in a:r:ti

ur."Coi..~cha!JiJ_j_ty :uc~te~nent. ~his moveme~t was t~.1e first of 

i~s kind to org~~ise tho ~asses and gain their confidence 
~:·:,:;." a:-uliGLinz caste systen PcJ.1d u~1touchability. 'l:he movG-

nc-nt Ka::. a ccnsicle:c:~.;:;lc fo:":::e in Mahc...ras~tra t:!.ll the 

Tl1e Br::l.tj.sl1 enacted some lQ.'IHJ as "· :;,".esul t of ·Hhich 

t~e crip of caute syctem did not remain as strong as 

be~:o:;:e. In ·c::_e late thL·tiei3 of tl:ia century the rise of 

I·,:. J..r~~j~-:d:.G:.tr &Y!.d his coJJ .. ec't:!.vu strug;:;le for the om:::..l1Ci

ra·~~i.0:1 cf u.ntcuchabJ.eE; CJ."'e3. tf:..:l a:r.. 2. t::J.Of;:p!;.ore i::1 fa7n~::· of 

t-;:.:·;},'li.c3.~j.o:J. of lm·~-.;_;_c:I:.:::.bj_lity. :Fo:r th:i.s t:1c untouchables 

c::::J. t1w:Lr J.c-adc:r-s did. net :1i.ad pa~ring a :O.uge price as they 
:;:oeo.l:i..st::d t::::J.t frsc;don c&P..not be achie~red ~ii thou.t sactifice. 
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The :Sri tish 1-rere interested in the r.r:d..:r:enance of la~·T 

and order for their o~n ends a~d not for the W3lfare 0f the 

Indian co::.muni ty a:!:ld certainly not cf the un to,lcharleG. 

I:1 fact, after the "revel t" of 1857, the British govern!I.c:lt 

pleJged not to interfere with the r::Jligious customs c-~::d 

t1:adi tions. of I:r..dia. r.~oreover inJJerpreta t:lon and enfo:::.:H

men t of the law sho~·:red respect to E::.nc1u tr9d.i t:!.ons a.~1d 

customs which were &gainst the untouchables. Fer instance 

under section 61 (c) cf the district police act 18SO, the 

court convicted Bhagi for her draN·in~1' wator frc;:;:;. a p"vil!lic 

cistern, knOiving that thG ~·;r.~er could be d.r:r;m f':;."om J:t or. . ."Ly 

by tho high caste peo?le 1£i ·~h0ut cbjection being raised 

by t:te IVlarathas or tl1e I:unbis, even though it could not 

be said the.t the water "m;~s renU.sred physically less f'i t 
fc·r the purpose fo:r- ioThich it wa.s ord.ina:cil:r used. (Queen 

E:1press Vs B~1agi kom lJa th::.aba o) 

l ... YJ. untouchable could be punished UJ."l.<ier section 2S~ 

of tllG Indi&n penal code for t~1e offence of entering into 

a caste Hindu te~ple as ohse:cved in the cases of Bhagya 

Haha=- ix1 1880. In 1924 Justice Preqea.,_::: held an 1mtouch·· 

l?.'ble guilty of a similar offence. In .Atmaram Vs King 

Emperor the learn0d judge hel:i: 11 \lhe:1 a c1:..stom that hs.s 

held for many -ce!:lturies orda4.ns thc..t an untou.chable, 1vhose 

very touch is, in the opinion of devout Hir..du.s, a pollu.ticn, 

should not er.ter the enclosure surroundi::1g th(::3 shrine of 

a1.y Ei~.U:iu God, and uhen an untouchable with the kn~J~rledgs, 

O.eliberately ente~~s a ter.:ple a:1cl defiles it, he has co;:nmi

tted an offe1ce within the purvie~ of section 295 of 

Indi2.n :)er...al code. 11 

~lH~ Brj tis~ rnle:::-s brot:g:Ut l'~th thea the western 

j~dicia=y ~·stec whic~ treated all pers8ns as equal before 

tl:e la-;<~. H n;eve:." thJy did not dj_Jturb the India."'l social 

order b~;;cn.u 3e it i'Tould not haYe w0:ck:sd in their favour. 
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of the echeduled castes. Ttey did not attack the practice 

of lli1touchab]lity. 

!1~.:1 e:rn Period. ----· 
For tl1e first tine in J.ndir.. after :~hA ectatlichr.J.er.t 

of the British rule ·~raffic h"1 t·~l:!'S.n beings 1ms legall~r 

p:rchi b:t. ted. The :Brti sh brou.c;ht v.ri th them the l(:;gz.l ~:yste.!l 

u:-:.i::::h treatei all persons a3 equal before law. Ho·;re-rcr 

-they too r.:ai:1taine1 the stJ.tns c;;u::> i1.1 the soc:i.8.l st::-u.c-· 

ture a~d relations did not n:.J.ke ~;;..r:..y direc-~ attcept to 

abol:.sh u...-·1.to'v:chabiJ.i ty because L:1c:;;r vrG:ro interested ir.~. 

prt.::Gsrvin,::r a:1d eY.?2XlC};_ng the B:;."i ~:.sh l'U.lB in Ini:.s. anct :r..ot 

i:.1 bringi.ng abcut social ch2.n~:ss. For ac~ieving thi:J ond 

they d:id. noJG tou::::h the caste syste~ and untou.chabili ty. 

Th3 B:-itish b:rot:ght vrith them~·::.stG:rn li-terature, 

S8J.cnce, co:nrne:rc9, philosor,·hy and their ideclogy of co:~

s-~it·,r~i::;:J.al l~w !?.~1 jv.rj_zp!'u.de:::-... ce which had. a great im:ps.ct 

0::1 Indis.n social life. As a rE.~ult the pooiticn of tlJ.e 

t:.n touc:C.:-::.ble8 imprc73d gra·iv_aJ.ly because they· began to 

reg1.in t~eir sts. tus as ,ersons in the eyes of law·. The 

I~dian po~al code of 1860 and the cede of criminal pro
ce(lu:~:e cf 1890 1:;ere geYlerally made applicable to all 

persons, irres?ective of their caste or creed or religion 
in B:"'iti;;;h Illdia. 

Acccrd:.n~ to section 10 of the Indian penal code, 

tl-.!.e word 1 rem " Clenotes a r:.ale 1~-:.::.ma:i.'l bei."lg of a..'1.y age 

2n:i the word 11 ~1C;j}'1....J.!' den.otes a fcJTale ttuilan being of a::1y 

age. :B'or the purpose of applying t:c~e law equally to all 

persons vrithout sl10l'iing favo:.E .. to a person on grounds of 
't.. '' • ,., 

0 t. 2 -" t 1 .... ..:1. o.Jlr":;n or c-c ...... or-vr::u:.:G, SE:Jc lon OJ. .• 1e J.n-.,.lan pe:1al code 

lr"id (:O~·ffi that a-:_y,7ry person Shall be liable :bo punish·-· 

n:c1t tndar th.is coC.e 8lld net ot:1erwise for every act or 
o:uissio:-1 contrary to t'-le :r:;rovioio::1s thereof which he 

sh~ll b9 g".lilty c~ ~-rit:J.::.n India. 11 

• 



Cta'J tr;r VIII ----------

~he U:ltct"'.cha'bili ty (cffences) a:Jt of 19)5 l!:lS pas sod 
by tho parlianont of I~dia 1 to spell out article 17 cf the 

co~ztitutio~ of India ao ao to g~ve ccntGat to t~e iie~ls 

of j:u::-ticc, libe:.""t,r, ecrJ.ality and fr·3.tcrni ty set for~h :.{1 

~,a preamble to the constitution. 

According to sectio~ 3 of the act tJ p:ev2nt any 
person O:Ll t::c ground of unto"L:.8l18.J:l.l:i_tJ fro:n E~r. t,:n:-i_'.:"J.[s cny 

place cf pu'Jlic i·iorsr:i.p open to other ·r,GrsoD::: prof-JsJi:'..lg 

the G9..:r:.e religi::n :: s an oi'fc:'lce. •. 

a r0ligions eenc~ination or a scctio~ of a rcligic~s ~eno-

r.:.~LnJ. 1C.ion €ntry in'to a p:!.ace vih2.ch ~;s,s opsn to porso:1a pTo

fcsaing that religion, th~t re:igio~o dcnonination or 

th~t cecticn or religioue dcno~ination and to prevent 
u~touc~1abili ty vri thin the ::ar:e religious deno~ination cr 

ui thL"1. the s:::~rr.e se'JJ~ion of the relig~ous de~lorCtina. tion. 

It uas genernll~r btlieved th.q,t a Hindu to 'iTha fever 
sa(!ticn o:;. .. cJnss ho belonged h.:td access to the Hindu 

templas of a2..1 der:.o:oil;.a tions even though he mighJc h3.VG 

a rie,ht cf i·ror;shlp cnJ.y in tn8 t0:.:1ul0 wl:ich tGlongad to 

the particuler faith he professei. The central act ao 

it 2t~1~s today ~oes net allo~ this freedom of entry ta 

Hindu. te:uples -+.;o the t::atouch::;.bles. JJG;S'J.lly they were 

entitled to enter only such tecrles as belor:.gsd to tho 
cl:J.s3 to ·Hhic:1 t!~ey t•e:i.c!".god. On the co"ltrary secticn 3 

-----·---------
1. T~e ~ntouch3bility (offc~ces) act of 1955 was approved 

by tho Pre3i~c~t of I~di~ on 8 Mqy 1955. 
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of the act appears to legally perpetuate the prev3.ilj_r,;.g 

segrog3.tio~ 2.1:1Cn0 the various religious de:aor:J..L.J.ations ·~d 

t~13i:!." rr:ulti?le m;:.b-sections. .A.s a result it perp€tu!J.tes 

c2.ste and casteism, -..vhile professing aboli ticm of u...,·rtouc:~

a b:.li ty. In order -:;:1at untouchability is abolished, C3.s<~e 

lns to be done m:ray vli th. 

Section 3 of the act was not sufficient. Accordingly 

the :So::rrbay Hindu place of 'I')Ublic v;rorsilip (entry a::t"!;ll0ri

S3.ticn) act 1956 g::r'.~e free rig~1t to vTorship ·at any Hindu 

p~.2.ce of ·;~ors~1ip to any IUndu, ir:t·esre:-:t:!.ve of sect, clD.SS 
"' cr dt'no:.Jil1ation. c. Sir;::ilar legir.lation was paosei by the 

Uttar F~ados!1 gcvernme:.1t. 1Inis legislation of the ex.~ 

Bom.ba~r gove:c:;.~r.ent is in conformi·~;~r "vi th article 25 (2) (b) 

of t~o ~o::.1stitut:!.on, while the centr'll act relates only 
'7. 

to article 17 of the ccnstituticn.J 

L. Elayapsrumal comT!iitte04 pointeci out following 

1 . . 1- .I.. • t. 3 .J:!' th 1n~~a~1ons Jn sec 1011 o.~.- ~e act: (a) It does not 

pcrnit a scheduled castes person to enter a place which 

is open to r:'.::~y religion or any saction of any religion 

to which he does not belong. (b) It preserves the dis

tiJction net only between such places that belong to 
di:::'i'6re~1t relieior:s but even in places that belong to 

differer.. t dEmominations or &ections ~>Ti thin the religio:::J.. 

( ~) It C.oes not create any ne¥1 rights in favour of the 

sc~l~"·:.u.led ca2tes but puts theiJ. on par Kith the caste ;.!indus, 

2 • }: _ll~.E~~~.t ... ,~~-t]1£ ... ~;..V2LQf_j:b_q_ JT.D~D:ne f 0J;-tlle._]_y ~ Q_Y? 1 
0· U::. tcl~e}~~.":.>i~:j_ty ( C-overnw~nt of l'%?J:arashtr::t, 19b2) .-

3. ~:~.::., Eoral_e, -~~~~-~.ea~£7.:: _-:~~-d D~_s·~:gr_e~tion in India 
\Eom.oay, ~la.ntata.Las, 19o8), p.20~. 

4. Governm::.nt of Ind:La (Cbai!'P.1an: I~. Elayanermml), Union 
1"-i, • t.... ·~ I , .._.~:--1-' -----r~-_,_._.,~ .. ...,...__._'":L.._" 
...,'~]:~~~~2._..Q~·~I-.2:;-~tl2;~ ~1-L~·~c2_f~Ou~c z _ Bc.uca ~irmal 
-~::,--... (~l<2_;p;i..:.:.£.··~ c:~· 8~l18uulad C2.stes 2.nd.Corcn0cted 
.UJCt.::_~ Tf"~b9), p. 8. 
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Section 3 ~.ncludes Eud.clhists, Sikhs, J':tins, Lincr-:tyJ.ts, 

.Adi7asi~, follo~~e:rs of the :Br!7.Juno SJ.::laj, Pr8.r-ths.1:2. S,'1rnj, 

.Arya GamJ.j a...nd tto Sli)'G.mi Kar·9.yan Sanprad.aya, G:r:~tmg tho 

H:tnclus. It ;wuld s:J.tomatic8,lly follovJ th:'.t <:my Bcb.od.1:.1c..i 

caste would be entitled to enter any public place of 

vrorshi.p o:t' any of the a"'Jove communities. But i.n real::it:r 

it is not so. "The explanation appended to scc.;~ion 3 o:t' 

tl1e act has become rcdund.an t due to the ~arr1e c'.Gnomina tioi~S 

or any sect::..on thereof.u5 

The p~blic places of vro:-sl1lp have alDo a ·very l:.LIC.iJ::;eC. 

field and the ligislatic~ did not even give relief fer 
pu~lic worship as decided in the state of Kerala Vs 
Ve~1k2:teswa:ra P:"abhu case. To constitute an ofie::1ce unde~.:-

sectiJn 3(b), tte person prevented must either b~ profe-

ssing t!:c same rt:digion as other persoz1s to \'Then the ple.ce 

is open or in the case of dcnomL~~tional or sectional 

plncos of public \vo:rship, he JLu.st t·:;long to t:!12.t pG.rticular 

der..m~:L"'ls.tion or sect:Lcn. The co~1rt oboe:rved. that the 

evidence that ever since the temple came into existence 

only £Q..1'.6.'::l ... ~.:~~L?lf.:~"tl1~t£~]-rJi~ comm1.1.ni ty 1rho were the sacred 

thre3.d have entered. the "J:J3.1 amb~1.r2.;' made the coli:"t de clare 

that no offence under section 3(t) is committed by preven

tine persons belonging to different comm.tmities or ~cnomi

r1ations frorJ. entering the "~ToJ~~':b'rll·" Therefore the term 

"uublic" includes castes and communiti8S of similar deno-
: t. 6 rn.n9. 2.on. 

The legislators should have ~rovided free access t~ 

schciuled castes persons to private or public pl~cos of 

i'To:rship open to the gene::al publ.ic ir:--espective of tl1e 

de~1om:n'=t tion or su.bdi vision or religions such as Hindu, 

5. !btd. 

6. P.T. Borale, ~p.ci~., pp.228-29. 
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Ja!n, Vee::.·as'ha.iva, C: ... rist:·.an, ~~usli:!!., JG~lS or Zoroo.s"Lr:~an 

to vTj,::;n the pla~c of i'T0!'3hip night belong. 

The act deals with the social and economic disabi

lities of tb.3 sched·o.led castes on accou;.--1t Jf untou:.;j.-

a bili ty practisRc1 in tl1e m'3. tter of access to £-hops, 

res taura11 ts, i·ml2.s, p1.4blic conYGY'l:::ces, residenticJ.l 

p!'fJ!Jli'Jcs, usc of jevellcry 'lnd finery and social bo;rcott 

(section 4, 5, 6, 7 and ~0)~ But the act does not seem 

to ccv-er adeq_ua.tely (the afore-li:=:ted) ins"tr:tnces such as 
tt.e bm:ning alive o: Lhc Harijan boy en 24 Febrr:.a.ry 1968 

at Kr'1ch:!.Lc:cherl?.'.; tb e burn:ine; of houses o:· zc~.teduled. 

cr,stc;s perGo~lS o.t Keelnv{:,nmani on 25 December 1968; the 

r2pe of a scl:edul8d caste "t\'0:-n&n at Shirasgaori. in 1 966; 
tl:c :=;:; C!'ifico o:f a B:1ddhist (ex-scheduled caste) person 

at Air:::.~c:aon in 1 972; and nULlerous otl1er i..'1stances of the 

kind which take place in India at the iate of a~out 3,000 
a yc:.?..r. Such c~oes do not f2.ll uithin the purview of the 

2.ct unless tl1e difficult ~nd elusi~; e ele!:lent of un toucrJ.

&tility is proved. 

E-.. Te:cy offc~1c0 stelils from -~he incz·d:.nate lust for 

pouer t:1?J.t do~;,~.inate:J the caste Hind:l mind andvi"tiatos 

t:·w caste Hindu relations vJi th the untouchables. The 

caDte H~.ndu' s mind is condi ti.oned from ea::-ly childhood by 

cnste and the concept of u.ntouc~J.:'lbili ty. Therefore in 

ev-e-:7 off ance corwni tted by a caste Hindu against a 

8r:hcd"J.led caote ~erson the practice of untouchability 

shJuld be p::::-es1:..m8d and Ghould be lef~ to the caste Hindu 

to p~ovo tho contrRry. 

St:ction 12 of the act ste.tes that tr..e scheduled 

castes are backvmri socially and re:presced economically 
:!:'o::.., ccnt1:..ries and 50 it uould be dif'ficul t for them to 
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T~e S2DG principle 
:oay be e::tended. to in~ludG tl·.:.e pre.s1.::.rmticn m1cl€r t!.1e c:.> 

:=.;t::.~g sect:i.c:1 12 for the :purposes cf se;:;tj_on 4 tc 8 :.".::C. ~ 0 

of the e.ct. T:b..e fo:i.lo~·;ing zu.b~sljction mit:h"G bo i:"..clil.:·cJ.:. 

tt:ltouchn.bilitJ cJrJ.mi ttoed ~gg,j_y:.st a ache\:L"..lled caste lJCj_'s,~:l 

by a C3.8te Hindu ani tl1e bu_"t'deu of proof to -I;;~H~ ccD"~:(''"'!.ry 

sL.all reat en -:.~.te acc\.lsed. 

r..aj~:-i 7,J of t:J.e h:l.gh of:'icia:.s and key pos·i. tJ.c1;. :lo}.dc·J 

n:;."e thosa ~~·he l:.-:::.vo a gru:i:;e ~.r..:i..nst the r:i.so cf schccluJ.ecl 

cc.u:tcs frcn -'l;}::.J C.ust. Cacte ridJ:::::c. mini of th::3 hj ;'nc:::r 

cat'tG pc::-scn i:c.:t.:cn :l.t for gc:l!ltsd. that suc.l1 a socie.l 

fig~t such cprressio~s, all the core so b0cauJe they can 

hard2.y be dctecteJ.. 
a~dod to ths act: 

Hence the follcuing clauses may ·i.Je 

1. The stc:te sha1..1 not die:c:r:tmin:ltG against a~y person 

on .;rotmda of caste or u.r..tou.ch3.b.i1ity. 

(a) Disc~i~~nation against scheduled castes 
E~~ll be con~true1 as diJcrimin~ticn on 
grc'l..:!:r .. Cls of ce.8t:;; .and ll~1 toucl:r~~:t.i.li ty, 

("J) nnd. sh,~.ll Le -presE;:;d to l:e en grom1Js 
o:Z :.t:.:J.;.lr.•.::".abiJ.ity ~.i!"J.d t:::.e onu.s oi.' p!'oof 

.~ to tn8 ~o~tTary shnll be on the eccuse~. 

2. ~.\w state s~!.::.l2. ta!:e c .. H:(;.niso~.r:.ce of discrir:dn?.ticn 

o.a g::·ouo.d of u..'ltot:.chabili tJ practised by a teacher in 

--------------------------------------------·------
.., 
I • ~1:<:~ El'lY~?2!"U.:.iJ.l Jm.rr:nittes:,=-1 Rt.ro:Jrt, op~ cit., pp. 2-10 • -------------------
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a school, by an employer in a commercial concern, 
by an officer in government office or government · 
aided institution or stntutory body etc. 

3. The state shall set up a special trib~~nl to try 
such offences. 

Comnovnding_of Offences 

According to section B of the act, (a) ~very offence 
under this act shall be cognis~ble and (b) every such 
offence may with the permission of the co~rt be compo~~ded. 
This provision is most detrimental to cause of abolition 
of untouchability. 

Every offence that falls within the purv"iew· of the 
act is a cognisable offence as a police officer 11 ~uth-

1 
orised under section 4(f) read·with schedule II 6~ the 
code of criminal procedure to arrest the offender without 
warrant. This provision was considered necessary to bring 
the guilty to book and to exclude the aggrieved persons 
from the picture in the initial stages. 8 

It was arg~ed in favour of compounding of offences 
that the aggrieved scheduled castes are a minority and 
have to live in the same villqge whereas the offenders 
are in a domin:lnt position. If the offenders see reason 
and repent, it should be possible to give them a chance 
to mend their ways. 

On the contrary those who opp<sed the leg3.1 provision 
of the compounding of offences said that it "frustrated 
the purpose of the :'3.Ct." Speakinf on the bill in the 
Rajya Sabha on 16 September 1954, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar9 drew 

8. l..lUJi. , p. 1 o. 
9. BhagNan Das (e1itor), Thus Spcke ~~bedk~r (Vol, II, 

Jullundur: Bheem Patrika Pr~kashan, 1969~, p.110. 
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~~ten·ticn to t~e f~ct that tha octeduled caat~s wero not 

. a".J~~ to pros•::cu·~e tl1eir .I·~..r,g.ec,J"t0r§. for \·l-:tat of econo'::l:~c 

ar.d f.:..i~r~ncial ~earLs. Consequent~~Y tl1ey _t3d to com:pro::::ise 
. . 

iii th .the Jii.n{u offer ... dGrs • a d.ec.J. le>.·};e:~· .. .. 

to put it :L'1 aet:.',_cn t·,nd offendGrs \·!G:re abJ_e to sil.once ~u~o 

vlc~im. · ~he ~~iltr pa:rtie~ by co~pounding the offenue 

~-riti1 ::;~.'ym.ent of 11. Eaall Gum wore able to ge:t r.!'/iJ.-y cmd could 

cor~tinue harassir:.g thi.:J un ... cQuc:hablcs t·t-:111 u;:1"touchs.bili ty 

~~rould ne\-er encl. 

·If the· J..tnv ir. r..oJ.; to be red:uced to :1.ulli ty, then 
an.;r:offsnce und2:t• this bill sl:o-:.llcl be non-co::np.')undnble. 10 

I1ld:'80'\"'C':' the. pre-vision fer:."' conpr:;:mdi::.1g the o;ffcmce b.?,S 

·besomc~. s. hsm:ly toul fo:-::- t~1e. c.J.ste Htndu acct:sed, ~ to . .'!· 

>:};lrGosurine 'the comp:i..s.:..tt~:J.-:; a:1d hi3 ·witnesses in 2.&-;TC'!eing 
1 1 

:or a ccnr:pl''O:Jise by threats 1 premises or br-j.~~cry .: ~ ' 

· :.~ :.n offo:.1der rt:s.~.7 be i.mpris·:med j·J.st •fo:r r. day or fined 

!ust .1. .rupee, "'i1oi:.g:1 th·3 act· pret:·:;~"'i 1Jas imprison;rent of 6 
L~:-n:·~·~1s ·or ~ f:ne ·of P_s. 500 or bo-~h. ·Technically to satisfy 

· ·t!:o provisioD.S of ·:thG- l·1w tr..e imprisonment .could be .for 

· ·c~re:n less th~'l:'!· ·a day and the fine c ouldbe eve~1 less than 

· n: rupc e, ·So· ::Jr. Ambedk8.:::-, the .. than law ministe:r, plea deC. 
1 for Su~.C · oinj.:Ja f].:!efl .. by la~<T D..i'1d sqid t:1a t the IDR. tter 

rt~1::;:~:!.:1g ·to t·::.c· q_u.::.:'lturr. of punishrr.cnt should not be left 

· €:'11-t:.rely to ·thB mx··-aet will o::: t::e mJ.gistj_"::J.te • 

. ~che El-;y::1.peru11:1.l. COJ.Ilr:Ii ttee c:-lso rc<~o;nmended an 

t:tr1and.mc:1 t to 8ectio;1 3 to 7 of the :J.ct for prov::.ding 

n:!.r..ira:~::1 pu.s.~izlD~ll-'.1 of "Lhree m'on th3 wr.i ell may extend ·to six 

• , 
1·:. ~C.1e El::.yr.peru:.t3.1 Co:r~ittee's Report, Q!).J_cj.t., p.11. 
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~onths along with a fine of not less than ~.50, with a 
provision of ext en sit on up to R). 200. 

For a second offGnce undGr the ~ct, the committee 
recomrrended the ~mendment of section 11, to provide for 
imprisonment extended up to one year and a fine of not 
less than ~.200, with a provision of extension up to 

Rs. 500. 

For the third and subsequent offencesf the committee 
recommended imprison~ent for~ term.which shall not be 
less th'ln one yer:tr .?.nd ~ fine of not less than Rs. 500. but 
which nay extend to ~.1000. 

Right fran the ::!OdG of Nanu down to the untouch1.bility 
(offences) act of 1955, so far ~s the theory of Hindu 
punishDent is cor ... ce:_--ned, tht:; J.dv:::tnt:lge h1.s always been 
in favour Df the caste Hind.us. Tc the extent the rights 
of the scheduled cas~es ~re allowed to be tr~rnpled upon, 
it brings the very ccnstitu~ion into disrepute. 12 

ShortcomingG 

Though article 17 of the constitution ~nd the untouch
ability (offences) ~ct 1955 ~re concerned with the eradi
cation of unt0u~hability, yet neither of them defines 
untouchqbility. The bill n~~ber 14 of 1954 which even- · 
tu'3.lly bec~me the untouchab:lity (offences) act of 1955 
explai:r..s that the untouchable merms a member of a scheduied 
caste ~s definea in clause (24) of article 366 of the con
stitution and includes any other person-who by custom or 
usage is reg1rded as an "untouchable;' by any community or 
section thereof, excluding those who reside in the loca
lities other than specfied and converts into other religions 

12. Thus Spoke Anbedkqr, op.cit., p.72. 
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fran Hindu religic~. 13 

The !!\Ct evaded c,_efining ·Ul1touch~bili-;J;:,· by :ot res

trictii'g untouchJ.bili ty to Hi:1J.u religion ':'-lone hut 

e:z:tending it to Christians in the south wno ::1r0 ·c1ot 1.llowed 

to enter chur:.hes and. to cer ~air .. Muslims uho ar.; treo. ted 

in the same manner by the fo::.lo~vers of Islam. 

The absence of o. definition of the term 11 r,.r: touch-
· ability"· either in article ·~7 or in the untouchability 

(offences) act 1955 makes the consti tutiono.l gu.1ro.ntee 

for its. abolition vague. Its necessity vqs brought home 

in the case of Devara~iah Vs Padman~a (1S58). Si1ri N. 

Sree:r.ivas::m, the judge, observed 14 that "the:.-e is no 

definition of the word 'untouchability' in -~:1e constitution 

also. The word occurs only ~-n article 17 in inverted 

commas. 1his cL-.!:?..rly indic1.tes that the subject lJatter is 

not untouchabil:!. ty in its li t,:;l·al or gro::tmmg,tic.:;.l sense but 

the pr.'lctice as ::. t developed histori~a1ly in this CO'l,".ntry. 11 

Though the pheno~enon cf untouch1.bility surrounds 

us, yet it is difficult to refine 1;11touc'~.ability. It is 

that sccio-raligic~s co~dition bssed'on the notion o~ 

.''pollution,. def:.lcrw.snt and contamination 11 which. results 

in giving an ir:i'erior C·JCi3.l and relig::.ov.s position ~o the 

scheduled castes anj prrcJ.udes th&:n frc:n ex-::"c:i.sing their 

. fundamen"tfll right~ o:-1 ·account of -:.mt cuchn··)ili ty. 

1 3. Ra tYJ.n. G.· Revankn.r, S:Ut~.i ~. 

14. E~pln.nati~'!_~-I: A n~=m.b8:." of ~c:~9duled. C'?..St~ sh1.ll 
no~ e;~ase tv lle ·;~t:c:_ ;J0::Jber 2.f ~-e res1des 1n any 
lDcali ty spr::cifie:: ::__1 l'Gla·~ ::.en to him ::.1 a!l:r 
public :L:.otification 'issv.e'l o:" .:1ny :::..mv nnl.e ty 
parli3.ill.snt ur1G.er r:.:·ticlc; 34 i of the cor..sti t':1 tion. 

Exnl~r'1t-tcn..;.IJ:: A ~e~-:'ber o-:7 3. "Scheduled caste who 
h~3 b€G~1 ..;.;i.-;s:"'t(;c\_ f"'or:1 .tte EL1d.t1 r.::ligicn to any 
othe:- reli~:.rn sh~ll, :: ot..ri th~~f.nd::.ng such conver
sic:1, be deGnG1 J_c be ':ln untot.c:b.1.bl'3 fer the 
purpocez ')-:: thi~ :..ct. 



( i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

123 

In the Indian p~rli~ment in 1954 Dr. ~bedk~r said: 

. . 
There is a procedure in the criminal 
procedure code (sections 107, 108, 109 
and 110) for taking security from p~rsons 
l'tho ·do not .~:eep pe~ce whi.C~l ought to· be 
invoked for the security of scheduled castes. 

The Indian police ~ct should be incorpor~ted 
in the u.."ltouch3.bili ty (offences) act which 
enr.tbles the governmJnt to ~u~rter n.dditional 
police in a villag:; to recover the cost from 
the villagers when sora.e p;:lople in the vill1.ge 
or the vill:tge as a whole disturbs the_ public 

peace. 

The r.lCt should be J. ce:ntr.'ll n.ct .mG. the 
constitution should naka 1. provision of . 
its administrqtion by the central government15 
and not by the state governments. · 

Social Boycott 

The untouchability (offences) 3.Ct provided a very 
weak defence to the scheduled castes ag3.inst the most 
formidable weapon of social boycott in the hands of the 
caste Hindus. Section 7(i) of the QCt explains social 
boycott as 3. situation in whicl:: (a) one. who refuses to 
let such other person or refuses to permit such other 
person to use or occupy ~ny house or l~nd or refuses to 
de~l with, for work for hire, or do· business with such 
other person or render hin ~r receive from him any cus-

tomary service, or refuses to do any of the said things 

15. Bhagwan D'ls {r>ditor), op.cit, p.119. 
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on the terms or:. 1-rhich such things would be commonly done 

in the ordinal'/ course of bt" sine ss; or (b) J.pst3.ins from 

such social, prJfossional cr business rel~tion3 ~s he 

woLild ordin~.riJ.y .n~int~in with such other person. 

Thus ~he boyc:)tt of one person by another person is 
covered by the un·~ouchabili ty ( offfnces) act but not the 

~ . 

boycott of C1, group of .scheduled castes by a g~oup of c::tste 

Hindus. The.gr:1Yity of the socirtl boycott of one group 

by ~nether on grounds of untouchability is not realised 

by the ac~ vrhile recommending the rights of scheduled 

castes to p':tblic utili ties. The fear of open violence 

and social boycott ~gainst them by orthodox castes are 

always possible .bec.1use the scheduled castes are a ininori ty 

and economically dependent on caste Hindus who happen to 

be a majority and economic3lly strong. Later they c~ use 

the weapon of social boycott in a planned way ag~inst the 

first group even in s:~Lall, ordinary matters such as purchase 

of land, use of good cloth·;;s or ornaments, or t!lking marriage 

procession with bridegroom on horse through the _public 

streets by the scheduled cqstos. 

Social boycott is not~ thing of the past. ·Buddhists 

have been tho victims of social boycott in 1-!aharashtra at 

Bawada for setting up their own candidate for the Zilla 

Parishad elections against caste Hindus. The C8.sto Hindus 

issued. threats to the Buddhists to withdraw their candidate, 

But the Budd~ists did not oblige:. Hence the caste Hindus 

convened· q moeting .of the vill'lgers excluding the Buddhists 

and they issued a :rtandato tl11.t no villager should employ 

any Buddhist or ·would pay '1 fine of Rs. 500. The self

respecting Buddhists did not bow down to these threats. 

As a result rnore than thrE.:: hundred men ;md 1flomen had to 

lose their brcc-:.d and many 11n;:~o bertten and intL'Tiidated 

~ith dire conscqkances. 16 

16. Bh1.i Vidya in ::m Articla: Tre3.t Concern uith Knife, 
. in Untouchable Indi2.f (Vol.I, lio.4). 
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Though social boycott is e.n unl::nlful ·rJea....'is of cor:pc
lling the sched-uled cr1stes ric.t to exercise 'their rights, 
l~g;.lly it· is a cons:pir1.cy w·hich is an off en co nccordir.g 
to th.:: Indi::m -pen3.1 code~ 17 Yet it is possibl~·~ boca use of 
tae s~all n~ber and the economic dependence of the 
scheduled c:J.stes on caste-Hindus. It needs to be de!llt 
with firmly but ff the l~w is to be inplenented by the 
persons v:ho do not h2ve at he:1rt the interest of. the 
schcdule;d castes, of ~·rh1. t 'lvail is the la1~? 

DiscriminrJ.tion 

·untcuchabili ty is the l·ogico.l cul.min'l'tiqn qf .the· 
per.nicious doctrine.· of discrimination. · One ;cannot anni
hil8.te it without destroying discrimination.rooted ip. tp.e 
desire of S:1.vnrnas to dor2inate the. sched-q.led · c~~tes .. by. 
preventing them from exercising their rights fqr ~improving 
their lot by breaking their ancient shackles .of slavery. 
Discrimnl~tion is another menqce which must be guarded 
qgainst, if the fund~:Jent'll rights. are to "be real rights. 
A rertl right is n.v~il0.ble only if it is recogn'ised and 
protected against the vwrld over. . '! ,. • .. 

In the educ~tional.field the eoheduled.castes: 
children nre not 'lllowed to sit along w:i,th,othEir ·children, 

. . . ' ' 

espGci~lly in the schools run in the Hindu tempies. ·. 
. . 

There ~re ~lso c~ses of refus;.l of 'ldmis~ion to the. 
scheduled c1.stes children ~ven i~ .. 1. c~ ty like~- BoobiY, ·u.nder 

.. . l . . • 

one uretext or QUOther. The scheduled C'lstes ~re not 
em~l~yed in the we?..ving dep1rtments of th~? textii~ ~iils 

• l ,· •. ' 

.in Bonb'ly. This is prob:1bly tru~ in .the te~tile ·mills. in 
other citic:J such 'lS Almed'J.b'l.d -:.mdcSholn.pur.· In the 
r'.d:"Jinistr"'.tive sphere it is OOIDI:l.On.~h::tt SC~~duled c:::_s~es 

17. Dr.B.R. Anbedk'"!.r, St'"'..tes ~nd I1inoriti·es, (Bomb1.y:.: 
Th~ckee ~~d Comp~y lioited, 1947). 
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persons o.re tr·1nsf€rred to dist'"'.llt pl1.ces or non-schedulGd 
C.l.StGS. 2.re prcooted by SUperseding the just Cl'li:1S of 
scheduled c~stes. These need to bo dcklt with strong h~nd 
~d the l~w needs to be i~~looonted in its re~l spirit but 
it does ·not h1.ppen bec2use the key positions 'J.re rn"'.nned 
predo!!.linJ.ntly by tha S'lv~rn1. Hindus who :1.re not -interested 
in tho welf~re of the scheduled c~stes. 

Discrioin'1tion "'..g':inst citizens by govern~Hn t officers 
in public l.dninistr?..tion or by priV'lte employers in 
f;lctories '"'...."ld conaerci"J.l concGrns on g..counds of c::.ste or 
creed or soci'11 st"'..tus should be tre~ted 'lS nn offence. 
Tho jurisdiction to try such cases should be vested in a 
tribun~l. ·rn 'lll such cases observ~nce of untouch~bility 
should be presumed and the onus of proof should be ·on ·the 
~ccused. At every level there should be p'lnels of persons 
to review.pronotions 11.nd ensure the just claims .of 
·scheduled C!J.stes • 

. r~ost of the persons in Indi2 2.re commun'll rlinded, 
where unequ1.l trc'ltnent from .J.uthori ty h:1s been the 
inesc'J.pable f~te of the untouchables of India. 

Ipplement~tion of the Act 

nuring 1955-1964, out of 4540 cases registered under 
the untouchability (offences) 1.ct of 1955, the police 
chnl-::med (chnlnn roughly means to book or ch.'lrgesheet) 

- ' 
3936 cases covering 86 per cent of the tot'll number of 
cases. The number of cases registered and ch'll1.ned is 
insignificn.nt in comp.'lrison with the :tdmi ttedly acute and 
uide prev9.lence of the practice of untouch~bility in the 
rur~l 1.reas. There is also 1.. progressive decline in thG 

number of c1.ses ch~laned by the police from 599 in 1956 to 
336 during 1964. But the diminishing number of cases is 
by no ce'Uls !ltl. irtdic;~. tion of_ a proportion:1te decline in 

the incidence of untouchability• 
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After 1956 there h~s been 'ln ov0rall decline in the 

nu"J.ber of c1ses J.!ld the ·nun bar of c~st;s ch'1l'"'~ncd.. Hoiwver 

this C".nnot be t1ken .-..s· ~n indic'"\tion of···~ ir::proV.Ji'Jent 

in the scci~l conditions in Iridi~ or erosion or untouch

~bility. As rcg~rds the nuQbcr of c~ses ch~l~ud, wo 

find th'lt only in 1955 all the ·180 c.-..scs w·ere 'chnl~ried. 

Subsequently th.c nuf:1ber of c~ses ·h1.s gone· up fron 6. 7 
p(;r cent in 1955 to 27.9 ~er cent in 1960 ~d ·the overnll 

percGnte1ge of cc:npou..."lding of offence~ during tl~e ~p::1n of 

six ye'1rs fron 1955 to 1 960 T>T"!.S 21.5 per cent. 

I 

: HUMBER OF CASES REGISTERED AND TABLE 8.1 
... 

·IEAlt\:isE POSITIOlr OF DISPOSAL··. 

Yor..r 

1955 . 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

Tot~l 

FRON J 955 to 196P 
c : 

No. of c::tses ·Position of the dispos3l of the 

·registered with ~c~ses nt . the enp.. of e~ch .ye.nr 

the police c · · · · · ' t0igesr ha- Con- Acq- ·c . · p d r.t 
Totnl 1 . omp- en -

~-: Vl.C-. uit-. d ·.d. . . . camp-
ne~ ted ted oun e 1.ng · ounding 

180 180 80 12 12 76 6.7 

693 599 149 106 156 . '188 27.7 

492 415 87 35 85. . 205 20.5 

550 477 127 83 92 175 1·9. 3 

481 401 105 70 82 144 . '20.4 

502 438 ·as 74 122· 153 27.9 

2,898 ·2,510 637 380 549 944 . 21.5 

B1sis: Rntn'1 G. Rev'1nkqr, The Indi~ Constitution: A 
Case Study of B1.ckward Classes, op.cit. p.120. 

. . . . . 

!·lore twenty two ye'lrs h::1.ve elq,psed since the en'lctrient of 
the untouch'lbili ty (offences) n.'ct 1955 and. more than 0. 

qunrter century h'1s p~ssed. since the ~doption of the consti-
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tution. Yet_·~~~ grim spectre af uptouch:1.bili ty continues 

to st"'.lk the lc:md whic~ ne1kes one believe thJ.t tttere must 

be sonething fu.l!d':'l.Dent'llly_ ~Tong. with the lc.w '1nd its 

iople:1cnt.1.tion. Heverthel~ss in. f.'l. sensG th0 u..nto'lCh:1bi1i ty 
(offences) 'l.Ct h1.s served to J. cert':'!.in extent in,. ~i tig.1.ting 

the pvil of untouch1.bili ty; it h'ls ill so functioned "'.S nn 

instrument of cons·oldJ.tion for the scheduled c;.stes. 

There is the co~~nis.sioner for scheduled C'>.stcs n.nd 

scheduled tribes ':'.nd t'he dG)'l.rtment of soci1.l 1-Telfl.re nt 

the all Indi'1 level. These l.dninistr"'l.tive units ·:.re too 

goncr:"ll in_n1.ture. 1.nd they do not specir-tlise or de'l.l 

exclusively with the proble~ of erndic~tion of untouchn-

_bility. _At the ~1.luk ~nd villnge levels where untouch~-
. -·- ' - ~ .. . " . .. . . . 

bility is r~mp~t there is no ~dministr~tive m1.chinery 

for this purpcise. ·under ·the zilla p1.rish1.ds ~t· the taluk 
' ..... ... .. . ' ' " . . .... . 

level, there is ~n.extension officer for village pJ.nch:ly'lts 
. ' 

·_who is assigned the ~ielf:·rr~ of the b'lckw1.rd -classes in so 

frtr as- the schencs tr1.nsferred to .. the zill:J. po.ris.bds.J,re 

.. concerned. Soci:1l welfare is a subsidi:1ry subject. The 
.extension officer usuJ.lly :cannot devote as (nuch attention 

' . 
· .-:ts one rn1.y rertson:tbly expect tO; the welf:J.re of the ~ackwqrd 

cl1.sscs be ca. use o·f tho many other duties or.- jobs. At. the 

.vill'!ge level there is a.bsolut~ly no represent'ltive of .· 
government charged with the responsibility·_ of S'l.feguarding 

and pronating tho interests of. tha .. backWard.Cl3SSes. 

Democr1.tic decentr1lisation of power for nll pr:1cticnl 
l • 

purposes h1.s ::1eant. tho. contralis:-1tion of pov;er .. in the 

h1.nds of the opp:r:~ssors of the scheduled c.1.stes. 

. . 
Re~lising the need for ~n efficient ndministr1.tive 

m1.chinery for ·the purpose, the, El~yaperuno.l com:ni ttce 

recon.mends: 18 (a) An qdministr~tive wing unde: a "Hg,rip2l" 

18. El~y!lperuonl Committee's Renort, op.cit., pp.54-58. 
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.. 
nnU. (b) A q1.1.r1si-judicial wing under a "HJ.ri-Adhik~r1.n." 

Tao II'lrip'll .wculj be entrusted l'Ti th: .· ( 1) prop..-~g·.md~ .fer 
rGI:~·.:>V'll of untouchnbili ty; (2) ,gi:'\ring such ~ssi.~~mcc ... 
and encour'lgec.ent to no:nbers of the scheduled c:-.stes os 
is necess'1ry in the m1.tter of enforcing their :r;-ights; 
(3) investig·..,,tion -md collection .of infor:1.'1tion reg1.rding 
alleged soci~l dis~bilitios; ~nd (4) prosecution~~ 
porsons under thG untouch~bili ty ( offenc•3S) ~ct ,:""-"'ld 
other. l'l~rrs. 

\ ,·, " I 

, . The q~q.si- judic.1.l vr.ing under , the "Hn.ri..:Adhi~~.r~" 
.. W~U~d h'lV6 .. ,tho ;n~;c ~ ~s~rY.J'\-\d;i.cial: : pO\>TGr S t~ r.ecord ~yidence, 

• .J. J • .. ' •. -· ~ ... ' - . ' ' ' • ' • ... . : ~ ·~ f! '. > .~ ... . ' t 

to issue interim injunc.ti9ns-- prohibitory 1.nd r:.m.ndatory 
inju:nctions; to g~~~t da~1.gos etc •. ,Such a. jtid16q.1 wing 

\ ·.. ~ • " : ~ .. • • ' ' • ' • • w ' .. .. J.. : 

is needed if th~ 1.ct is to be enforced ex?editiously. 
Table 8.1 show·s th"lt out of 2,510 C'lses chalaned during 
the yenr 1955-1960, ~s rn~ny 'lS 944 C'lses ~ccounting for 
37.6 per cent were pending, In this n~nner justice del1.yed 
is justice denied. 

Adninistr~tive Set~ 

~:lhenever 9. new la~T is enn.cted, a. corresponding 
provision is m·:-.de in the udministr'ltive setup of the 
police dep~rtnent. But in the interest of t~e 14 per cent 
of the popul~tion involved, nobody thought of m~king such 
provision when the untouch~bility (offences) act 1955 
w~s brought into force. The special police force should 
h~ve been m~ned and ~s far GS. possible comm~nded by 
~blJ officers fro~ ~mong the scheduled castes themselves. 
If we consider how ~ caste Hindu police force works in 
d0~ling with coopl~ints re~rding untouch~bility, the need 
for ~ scheduled c~ste police force will become evident. 



In order to focus the 1.ttention of th2 entire 

'l.d~inistri.tivc:· n~.chinery on the noGd to. 'l.bolish untouch

:lbili ty, it should be L1'1de 3!1. qrticle of f:.ti th for the 

rldninistr'"!.tive -~chin:ery. ·'This should .bo esn.:;ci1.lly 

insisted upori in the -st'lte services. Thcr·.; should be · 
'l rule th1.t ·no cfficer tw·ould be promoted ~if :1e lns 

pr~ctised tintouch1.bility iri 1.ny foro.. .~he welf1.ro 'of the 
scheduled ·cl.stes ·is ·tl :speci~l respo~sibility .of. the · . 

comrissionJr for scheduled castes and scheduled t.:;;ibos. 

under ::trticlo 338 of the constitution of India•· .Also 

n.f? the untou~hability' (offences) act is a centr1.l act, 
it would be·~ the fitness"· of things;th~t its implomen-

- : . _ ', • ' 1 
4 

' ~ ' • ' r : .. t"' o : ' , ~·• .,. .., , , • , t I • -

t'ltion is t1.ken up.by the·gov~rnment of Indi11. 'r1ther·than 
• . ' . •• I • f

0 f· .1 
1·, .. . .• :. .. '.- , .. " . ' 

the state-governnents 11hich 1.r~ unJ.ole to :enforce( the · 
' ,. r ' • .,.. ' • 

provisions ' due to the locil :forces .:and interest· gfoups. 
.. : ~ ' ., 



C.~:l.4J.1 
ROO~e or EX!LO%~A~lON n: !N~%4 

I!1tr0duction 

T:.1e logic of exploi t'l tion in I''i1.rzi.s.n nodt::l is 

derived fron the production rel:1tions in thJ funct:L:m2l 

don:.tin of ccononic n.ctivity. ThG cl'1SS J.pprc'lCh lcndsJ 

itself to the problens of econonic cx~loit~tion ~d. soci~l 

dcgr1d1.tion gcncr~ted by the production rcl~tions. But 

the; soci"?:.l. 0xploit:.tion in the sph0rc ·of soci~ .. l rcl'-ltions 

flS prevailing in th8 Indi '"' .... "1 society tod::ty ll"lS ':l dii:tensi'on 

very diffcrJ.1 t fran the onJ in tj_c · spl1cre o~ the pro.d.u~tion 
rcl1. tions. If 'I-TG gr~ t th!J.t the cl:J.s's n.ppro::l.Ch 'is no"t 
directly rcl(r'l'1..'rlt to the. problems of soci~l exploitation . ... . .,., . . . . ., 

nt this st1.ge, it would seem worthwhile to substitute the 

c1.ste approach for cl~ss ~ppro~ch to the soci~l system.of . . . ,...,.,. 

Indi'l today. In this the following problems ~ssune ., · · · 

relcvru1ce: 

· · 1. ~'lh..,.t is the principal source of. exploi t:}-t 
.. ~' ,. . .. . . 

tion gener1. ted from· ~he: s_q~i1.l stratif~L ~' .... · 
c~tion of s0cicty 1.s found in the caste 
syst'em of India? .~ · :. 

2. How .. does ~OCiJ.l .'6'x'plo'i.ta.tion breed eco'nomic·, ~: 
. ' ; .. . ! • ... •. J, • .• ~ 

political r-tnd judicial exploi t11tion ?·' .~ · · .: · · 

3. In "<-Tha.t respect is the e~ploitation ... 
; ,. 

genera ted fror:1 the socinl. rel.-~ tions tmd 
' ' ~ ' ' . . . . 

the production rel1.ti_9n:3. differe:qt.? ... , 

4. Is the dichotomy. betw~en C!l.ste ·1.ppro1ch 

~nd cl3.ss 'i:\pproach to .:social "trn.nsforoa. tion::' -) 

in the prev1.iling condition of Indian ·~· 

Source of Soci~l Rel1.tions . 

I 

The distru1ce ·in time obscures the r'ltion::tl bn.sis 

of soci3.l relations. However the various b~ts ·of histo

ric'll evidences 1..Ve1il1.ble sugge~t th~t the soci9.l ·relations 



••• 
fr0n which the C"'.ste syste::-'! drq"\l:rs its susten-:-nce 11ight 

h'1vc cri._;;in-: t ~d fron the supcrsti tion of the divine rigl t. 

T~G V:).rn'"'. systcr:.1 provides s.omc bqsis for the ·::ocrgcncc of 

the institution of cqstcs built on the divincc superst:L tion. 
Accordingly th0se who cncrged frcn the ·cti vi~c nouth of 

Br"lllil'l knmm 1.s 3r'"lhmins (priests) w·ere eng~. god in educo.-. . . 
tion1.l pursuits; tho so 1·1ho m"'ergod from the di vin;:; -:-trrrrs 
of .Br1.b.rn krio~m 1.s Xshqtriy1S (~'i!J.rriors) took to arts of 

W1rfqre n.nd ::.d.r:Jinistrl.tion; those who GPterged from the 

divine thighs 0f Br3.hn"'. kn:n·m as Vaishy1.s (tr1.ders) 

wore 1.ssi~1~d to co.rry on ~griculturc, trade 1nd coDmerce; 

n.nd finally those "lhO eoorged from thG diVine foGt of 
Bro.hrn':l. known '1S · SucJ.ras .. (servants) ·were to sE::rV8 the upper 

cnstes •. The es~~nti.~l thing is ~hat these four V~rnas 
encrged as pnrt ~d par~el of the divine. system. The · 

subjugn tion nnd 'lbsorption of 1.borigin1.ls outside th.e · 

V::1.rn1. com:..1uni ty known 11.s .Avarn1.s (Das1., Dasyus, Mlechas 

etc. rcight: h'lVG improved the SOCi'J.l lots of the Sudras 

as their burden could be< shqred by the Avarnas. 

Tho l~ws ru1d regul~tions governing the social· rela

tions of the cn.stes in the Varna systen n.s laid down in 
• • ' •• 1 • . • 

M1.nusnriti were dctriment"ll to the social interests of 
I ~ • ·~. I ' . ' 

the Sudro.s and the Avarn~s. The social relntions as 

distinguished: froo 'the production relf\ tions in the don=tin 
~f conoi::lic -~·cti vi ty~ qrei 'ctependen t on and governed by the 

divine super'stition of rights.· Herein lies -the fundament:1l 

source o~· soci~l cxploit~tion and its inevit~bl~ conse

quences qs'both .the .exploiter ~nd~he expl6ited sub~itted 

to the divine superstition equ~lly. The religious 

s-mctity underlying the soci3l rel.'ltions renders the111 

ncutr~l to forces of ch~ge from without. The rights and 

privileges .~d _duties derived from birth r~ther th~n worth 

ns ~ unique foature of the systen im:p.1.rted ":. built in 

.rcgidity the socinl relaticns nmong the C'lstes. 



Besides the syston divided itself in to· LT1.hr:1ins, 

l:slr'.triy':.s and V1ishyqs ~'\S 'l cl1.sS on the one side: md. 

Sudr ..... s qnd Av!l.rnqs rts ~ clqss· on· the other. Tho for:ner 

is "'• cl1.ss wlli'ch enjoyed rights .md privileges f1.r in .· 
excess of the duties,· which w might well C!lll the high0r 

c1.stos or tho privilJged cl~ss. In contrnst the Sudr3s· 

1.nd Avrtrn"'.s is 1. clqss· 't'lhich hc-.s, been denied right~ nnd~/ 

privilegeS oquJ.l t.·C> d ut'ies, I·Thich llO :1ight Well call' the 
lo~.ior castc::s. or tho underprivileged Cl'1.SS •. This ·v::,ryc · .. 

division of the· c1.ste ·systcn into privileged and und.cr~;+ 
privileged d'Crived·. fror.~ the social rcl::ttions ·and. b~1il t: · .. · 

into 'lb;e so;ci~l system pres'up;)oses social· dxploitatiqn o.f 

the unde.rprivileged'rby··tb.e ptitilcge~:r. ,•: -:···_~ ·-: .1 • . t: 
•t "1> '!'··· 

• ,.1 ,, 

'· ·. ; ... ' ( ,··'\ 

fv-r +.J • ' 

.The social e~ploi tatiori J~~ifest:~··i t~elf 'in ·a· 
I J ~ .. '\ L. \.'' .('1 .. .• · :· .:. '- _' ~ •' ·: :··. • .. ~ ;~' ~ ... •. .•• j •, ~~ -~ ~ ' '1 

v1.r1ety .of u~.,ys _in the Il').dian society· ~veh ·today~ · ·Examples 
abound 1. in this' r~s~ect~ I .;Th~: ~ocial' exploitation of 'the 

• • , .: ~ ~ •r' , 1 • • I , t , I 'I , • , , t' .'' •)._ 

scheduled cr-1stes by the higher c~stes··is r~veal\3d from ~the 

following reported· incJden ts :. , Pr.ev~nting. the .sched\l,led 
• ~ • ~ ' I ' ·,,! ' ~ ; .~ 

castes, such as ]i.lmiki$ in Uttar <l?radesh, r·1eh'lr.1.s in,. the 
. . . ' ' •. · . .· .· .;. . .... ·.! j 

Punjab, Ch'lmars in .. :Sih.n:r·. Bod~s in 'o;-i;$Sa, Nadr:t~.~: .. ~, .. ,, 
... . M. '<' _t_. ~ ', 

.Aridhra Pradesh,·:M.'lh:trs ·andJ1~~ngs in I·1ahn.rashtra, Bsmkay$ 
• • • • J : :. .: 

in, Guj::trrtt · md. JJ~ on,::; ;f;ron using public roo.Q.s, _dr<:nring .. 
. I,'. • ' I . (" 

W'ltCr fron publiC i•10lls, ~mtcring temples of. Worship 1 .•• 

bathing in public b~ths; p'tr~di~g of .. their. women n'lked in 

the stre_ets, rRpin.'g,· ~rson, looting· and burning of men, 

wonen ah:a children indiscrininately on·onc pretext or tlle 
other or .110- .Pr'etcxt ... rtt ··all... . ........... ·-~··· 

1 • 
.• t ·;. 

P. C. Gandhi, .Crtste J;)ist~~tion, Tine~ of Inqia 
(Ah.'Jednb1.d;14 July 1973.) · · · ·--· ..... 



~ .. 
In nnny vill~~cs of Utt~r Pr~dcsh, one section of 

thJ und~rprivileJed. or scheduled c.::.ste known J.S E~Ldlds 

1.rc not ·'lllowcd t'J dr::ti-T w1.ter fran the ~vell r:J.into.incd. 

by high~r c~stos. A collector of ~ district in Utt1r 

Pr~dcsh belonging to higher caste h~d forbiddon n. sch0duled 

c~ste swccpel;' to \-nter the dravTing 1nd office roor.1 though 

he w~.s A.llowed in the b'lthroon. In so7_1c villnges in 

Aligr.:th district of Utt?.r Pradesh the .schodule.d_ .cnstes 
. ·' .. 

people were forcod to. trek four kilo'let~Jrs to h1.ve a. shnve 
- .) ' . . 

n.s the vill·!gc b1.rber w1s not 'lllowed to s..:;rvc the: 1 by 

the orders' of the _higher c1.stes. In _the vill1.ges of . 
• ,! : ' 

l~rad~b3d district, n~rri1ge p1.rties. of scheduled C'lstes 
• I 

are not pern.itted.to p1.ss through the st~eet~ inh~bited 

by higher cqstcs. .In. !'!any ~vil~ag~;~. _in _Uttar :Pradesh. the 
' • • .J •• • 

higher castes people force the scheduled c~stes to 

surrender their ration cn.rds and use the~. for: their. -o1fm ... ~ .. . ' ~ ....... 

bcnefi t. In tne :.s~hools of Uttg,r ~radesh, f1ysore 
. (~'lrnat::lka) and· Guj:;.~at · c'hil.dreri .-~~l.onging t~ schc·d~led 
c1.stes ~rc n'lde to sit'se;nrately ~nd VJdn. d.rink: water· 

- ' ' • ,; ' • ~1.. ' ' • (I ' ' • 

fro~ separ1.tc pitc.h~r~ • 

. _.In Yererigaon village. in N~gpur district- of I{'lh'lrash tr3. 

1. .. scheduled ~n.sto youth',' \vas offered ::t.s ·a sacrifice to 

pro pi tia tc the· Go.ds. 2 'A scheduled i caste youth of 24· wa.s 

ti0d to o: tree ~nd bo:t ten to: de1. th in Perav:lliplln.n vil,l:tge 

in Guntur district of Andhr,q· Prqdesh''ls he w:1s suspc.cted 

~o h!1~e stolen !i ~hng1.lsutra. froo 8. high· c3.stc f2~nily. 3 

~ . A scheduled C:lste boy in .Kqnchik~cherl~ village in 
• ' • • ~ • I •' ' I .. I 

Krishn'l district of·, .Andhr'l Pradesh was burnt alive by . 
• ••• : A, ' : ~ ' 

' .; 
2.· Sh~cd M~h~tck~r, Daink Sandhyn (Poon:t: 14 Decenber 

1 971 • ) . . - . . . - . . . -. -· . . . . .. . 

3. St1.tes~J:tn (C.1.lcutt~ :· 5 :Auglist 1974.) · 
. i . 
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higher C'J.St~a on g-.cc.und.s of sus~icion. Tho v:..:ry cons::r

v~tiv0 st~tistics of th~ ~inistry of ho~e ~ff~irs ~~cw 

th1.t ~.s ~1'"'.ny ~s 1112 schodulGd C1.i::tGs peopl~ -r,·rr;re :.:~ur::c.~:r.;h~ 
. ' . 4 

by highor c1.stc:s -p·:~ople during 1967-69 ~1cn6. In · · 

Kol:::'g:-1.0n vill1.go in Aurnngr>.bJ.d district of i·1'-:.h~r'"'.shtr8. 
the; schodulud c1.stc people wen~ not 1.llo1rcd to drink 

1ntcr fron the vtell used by tho b,iglH~r c1.stu r.:.nd :1.~ a 

result. \verc forced to drink- fro~:1 tho well with polluted 

v1::1.tcr rc:sul ting in dc''.ths. In Ch~kos1r vill.~.go in 

J~nunpur district scheduled c~ste ·people wure prohibited 

fron using ro~ds by higher c~st~s. The schGduled c~stes 

people who :~.ttcrrpt;;d to' use. the. roqds wore severely 'boa ten 

!"~.long with their ,.,o··-~en 1.nd children. 5 In tho I~!. G •. Poly

technic nortr Agr1. in ·utt~r Pradesh s·cheduled c1.stes 

students were forced by higher c1.ste students· to leave ··the 

institution. Those who retninod in Spite of the h"'.rassment , 

vrorc severc;ly bo'lten resulting in loss of life.·~ In the 

S1.l:i.G pl1.co scheduled c~.stes students· were fbrced 1 to polish 

th0 S~00S Of higher cr~.stes. 0n the 'lnnu:tl d::ty When :j , 

scheduled C'J.Ste studont h..;lpcd hir!SClf fron '1 pl~te. of , 

refreshn..:;nts l~id on "':. tabl0, ho w1.s severely.· beaten up 

by higher C'lstes students. 6 ··· · . .r 

In sone p'1rts ·of centr1.l.. Indi~ the. sch~du~cd co.st~s 

arc not n.llowed to use ro~ds, public bath, publ~c ~(3lls, 

public schools etc. by the higher castes. The scheduled 

c:1stes wonen are not o.llowed to we1.r .go.ld .. and silver· 

orn?..nents 't!ld fnnce clothes. I-1oreover they are ordered 

to: cnrry ness9.ges of birth and de1ths of the ;higher castes 

in fn.r ::\W3Y pl:.cl3s '1S ~nd lvht.m required. In ad:dition they 

ar0 required t~ pl~y nus.ic in nJ.rringes of higher. C!lstes. 

4. Tines of Indi:1 (Ahlnednbad: 24 July 1973). 
5. Tines of India (Bonb~y: 24 August 1973.) 
6. Ti~cs of Indi'l (Bo~bay: 22 July 1973.) 



··, ,. 
T!lcy o..rc n:;t 'lllowed to dcn':'l.nd r-::nuner1.ticn for ronderins 
thEse services but to ~ccept wh~tbvcr is offcrcd.7 

In S1rg'1s-::.~ vill"".ge in Mch':".Sl.n'l. district of ·Juj ~.r"'.t 

schcdulod C"lstos were be1.t"n up by highJr c;.~tcs for 
using 2usic1.i instru'lcn ts in g, G~rr'l.ige ccrcnony. 8 

The sch0duled c~stus wo~cn, in vill1gc Shir~sg~~n in 
Aur1.n3,'1.b1.d district in 1965 'lnd in vill2g8 3rrth2,ing'1on in 
::?".rblP.ni C:.istrict in 1972 (in r·hh'1r::tshtrn Stl.tG), llCrJ 
n".r~dcd. n ':'..l:Jd by high ~r:.st-:s led by the vill '1t;o ht..ndn"ln. 
In. G'1l::-tl ~n :vill1.ga of IJ.onghyr district in Bi:1J.r stJ.to, 

·n.roed police r:-tidcd sch0dulod c1.stes loc1.litios 11t nidnight 
~nd brutally lSSJ.Ul ted nen, woncn and children. ~low en 
(n.god 16 to 40) were r:1pod by policenen and even a lady 

!in postn3.tal c1.re for 20 d3.ys w~s not sp1.red. The enquiry 
COQ~ission observed th~t the deputy superintendent of 
police, the n~dic1.l officer md the Bih'lr govcrnwmt were 
suppressing the f1.cts.9 It is evident that not only the 
higher castes people but oven. the adninistr"'.tors of l1.v1 

~d judicrtry nnd goverm.~cn t ci th.ar crol. te or take sides in 
tho atrocities perpetrated on the scheduled c1.stes. It is 

· ,rccisoly boc::mse they too belong to the highar c-1stes. 

Econonic Exploit~tion 

Even within ~n econo:Ji'c clrtss, say, lqb0ur, the 
0Y.~loit~tion cf th0 scheduled c~stes will differ rndically 
fran th~t of the higher c1.stes. If this were not the 
c~sc, how c~ one oxpl~in the built in antagonis~ between 
c~stes within the l~bour cl~ss? The differenti~l econonic 

7. P.T. :3oralv, Sugr0g:1tion wd Dosegreg~tion (Bonb.3.y: 
Km'1.kt~l"!.s; 1968), pp.2-3. 

8. Ibid., p.4. 
9. D~inik Lck Vij'1.y·~ (Aurmg'lb:'.d: 11 Scpte;Jber 1973.) 



.. , 
exploit~ticn f~ced by the sch8dulcd c~stes 3nd the high~r 

c:stcs in the s-:.no ccononic cl1.ss C"tn .bs ill1J.str1.ted .by 

In Kil vE:nll'l.ni vill :ge in T1.n jore· district of Te.niln 1du, 

42 schvdulc~ c~st0s pcopl0 w0ro burnt ~live for deDanding 

i·:r;JOS on p-:tr ivi th their higher C'1.Stos countorp1.rts~ 10 
. Hot 

• I • • .• ' 

or.ly the univcrs!'l,.l principle of equity~ Of P~!.ing equ~l"· 
w1.ga for.oqu~l war~, w~d denied. Tho schodulod b~stos also 

lost th~ir lives for dco~~d{ng 1. fair de~l. 
. . . .... ' . 

A sinil1.r den~nd .for f1.ir do:J.l fron tho scheduled 

cg,stes in R'1.:11lln'1.p':..lli in Cudd~J.p."lh district of ..:!Uldhrn· .. · ·. 

Pr'1desh rcsul ted in physical assault and burning down.:.: · 
. 11 

of their huts. The scheduied 'C3.Stes people.:: of S!lrO::t· .. 

vill '1ge in Porbmdrir district of Guj.2r1.t state wer·o allotted 

8'0Vern..-.en t w·'!.sto land for cul tiv'l tion. The hi3:1er castes . .. . . . . ' . . . ,. . . ;.. 

poople got ~nnoyed W'i th this ~nd ~.'ssn.ulted the SCheduled 
c1.stes·, people ~d ~~zed their. huts to the· gi-o~d and forced 

. · ·, , ·. ' • f: 12 ' r · ' ' ••• 

tho~ to flee for s~fety to Porb~d1.r. Exanples ~oply> 
. , . ... r~ i ·. ;. . , , . .. , • t. I 

show th~t even within the· s~ri~ ecc~o6ic cl~ss~ the ~oci~l 
- .: · · · · · .. - • .... ~ , ., ~r .. i" . ;.. . '1, 

~nd oconooic axploit?.tion f1.cGd by tho schedulGd castes 
' . :;. - ' .~. 

~ro f:tr 6I'Crtter th?.n those f1.ced· by their: highdr 'cnst~s' 
colle:;.~es. · Hore~ver ;o:~:!..1.lly exploited sch~,d~led · c-lstes 

SeeD to be nore VUlncr".blo to QCOUOD.iC exploi t"ition: •. , , . 

Politic~l Exnloit~tion ~ 
,L 
I 

. ,.. ' 

;.. .. - ,· 

. ;. ,. t }: 

Soci~l oxplo~~~tion bro~ds.not _only:ccononic exploi

t~tion but ~lso politic~l ?X~loitation. The nqture 1.nd . " ' ') 

extent of the ex~loit~tion of the scheduled c~stes are 

reported .periodic:tlly by the chief cl'cction connissioner. 
Provon.ting th~ scheduled· cp~tes .. ~oters froo going to the 

. ';!' • 

10. Tin2s ·of InClil. (AhrwdibJ.d f 15. ,July 1973. ) · 
11 • St1. te s::1~n ( C:1lcu tt1.: 5 August '1 97 4; ') 
12. Indian Express (B.l.ng9.l,Jre': ig June 1974.) 
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p lling b' ·thE, thre~ts f ~hysic~l ~SS"tult, s~ci~l ~nd 

cc··n .nic S"'Jlcti ns "'-G'"'"inzt filing ·n cin -..ti ns·-t . c ntl;.-:;:t 
olecti ·ns p;.rticul",rly, "'.t the st ..... to "tnd 1·· C"'.l. G-ve:r:.t~·:.·~·'1t 

levels,. inti!'"'.id1.ti n f .r n .~ t v ting in ~J.cctj. ns ·r v t:!.n,; 
f ··r riv1.l c1.ndid"1..tcs ".nd c. . . . .· 
p!litic~l expl·iti.ti·n. Since schcd~l0d castes v t0s ~ro 
t · €C'1ttorl.)d t. _:i.nfluvnca tho -utc ·:::o _,f ·~n clccfL~.n · 

docisi V13ly in 1..ny :.~~~ .~~ c· nsti tuoncy, ~ll ].::li tic-:tl 

p-:rties find :it' w-.rth their ''~hile t-.! c .. ncentr:.t2 ~'n tl1c 

v tes 1.S \·:all; tiS the G. ·. ~I~·rill "f t~10 higher e-:tste v-:;ters. 
• : l 

IIoro--:--.g'lin it. :is clo-:.r th .... t -the _r11.tur.e 'J.n~ extent ,f :·P ~i-

ticn.l expl~.~·i t1ti· ·n t: which the; schodulod c.1stc;s .U'G 
... . ... 

subjected is.!. un;J~r9.ll.eled when. c p-p·1:r.~ed t '~. thr'lt .,;f tP:eir 

: higher··c1.stc c ~llo!J.gues in j;he s1.ne oc··mmnic c~~ss. 
- j ""' , • 

. Soci~l. expl~ i,t:. tic·n -~reeds· cc ;nanic exph· it:. ti~·n c-tnd 
... ' • . . ..J . • .r . . • . . . ~ : 1 • ; t' : 

.they t (·gethcn;. tend tc g~:q.er--.te p·.~li ~ic~1.l exploi t1. tic-n. 
'-•' I 

Tho scheduled· C'1stes Ttrcro. proven ted .fr.Jm g ·:ing to p0lling 
r b ~·thS t:.~c.") .. St·, thCiTV·YtG; in 's-:1h~r1.~pur, r.feerut ?.nd ' 

. . . . • ··. : ! ; . . :... . ·~ . ; 

Alig1.rh districts in Utt.:.r Prn.dcsh. Those wh: went tJ th~ 
. . ' ; . : ; ~ ' . . .... :·. . . . 

p·1lling b) th "16J.in~t. the tvishes cf the higher c'istos 
. . • . . ,,· f. ., . . . " . 

. were subjected. t_. ;I.0g:'.l, cc~m::nic qnd s·~~cinl s1.nctfJns 

. bo.sidcs. tl'lird ~.egrap, ~-:~th·,d·s ·b~- the high~r · c1.stes. 13 , In 
~ . ·- -. . - . ' . ·; .'. . . ~ \ . ' . '" 

K'lsurdi vill1.gc in D und t1.luk )f ~hh:1.r'lshtr:1 scheduled 

c~stes werG subjoctcd t: thre'!ts ,.-f p~y~~cnl_ ~~s1.~lt .. ~·,:;r 
filing -:-.., nr·nin:.ti ·n f :·r C.)ntGsting p1.nchiy1t electi·:J!l by 

. .:,_ sc:1adulJd 01.stc' l1.d~JY !:l~nd 1.S 'l. result -the schcdulGd 

C'"\Stos pc.:ple li\::ro f~Jrced .'t·: rv.n !J.WUY· fr:::n the· vill 1.go. 14 

. In B .. ~.nb1.y .city_ pe:Jple balonging t • the sane econ·JLJ.ic 
• : . . .. . . ' - : ..,' ! . . ' . . .. ~ ·, . . : ..,._ '1: '. ~ ' • .- •• 

cl~ss f.Jught n.g:linst .o'lch ~n;:,ther due t.J poli ticl.l rc:J.scms. 
The w .. rkers bel.)ngin.g tJ .scheduled; ·c'1st~k we~e ruthlessly 

13. Tines ·0f Indi:l.(Ahned~'IJ'ld: 14 Ju_ly 1973.) 

14. U1r~th1. (BJnb'l;: 12 June 1974.) 
: I 
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b81tcm up by thGir higher CJ.stes c~unterp~rts f:;r, b y-

c tting ~1acti1ns in 1974. As we h~ve n~ted, tho succ~:sive 

rop ··rts ·.f tho chief cl;;ctL:n C~"~!"}'"'iissi:.~ner h!">.VG inrlic~.tcd 

tho n~turc r:>,nd extent ':f SUCh S~Ci1.1 inti:;id,:ti·'ln t·; ~;~dc·J 

l~wcr castes v~ters qre subjsctcd. 

Judici~l B~ttlcnecks 

The vici~us circle ~f s1cinl, oc~n0nic ~nd political 

8X;Jlci t-:ti· ~n _)f t~1e schGduled c~stcs by the higher C"lstes 

is strengt!1e:aed by leg'll l8oph.Jlcs rmd judicif'.l b_jttlenecks 

in Indi-: •. The crirlin1.ls res11c.nsible for nrs~m, l-'1')t, ~ 

r'l"''e, killing ~)f inn·:ccnt :-1en, w:jcen and c~ildr'en,: hu."1ili

nting WJnen und SJ !"U h:1.vc all gone unpunished n.s· .the 

culprits h'lve been ~.cqui tted by the judiciary. · An obvious 

re1.son for ·this b(,ttlcneck an·d looph.)le in l9.W is .pre judice 

lvhich is n·Jre widespre'ld and deep-seated than nost people 

w·0uld like to 1.dni t. rt· is by no nc'Uls ccnfined. to the;· 

illiter~te villagers or lower echelons 'of the ~doinis

tr':).ticn. As -~ -~n tter 0f f!lct it· pervades the ·entire 

s•:\ciGty. Insto'ld :'If. onlighten~.ent travelling downwards 

fr~;~: the top, pre judice see:-~s to be seeping nen~cingly 

Ui)~'Iqrds fron below-. It :::11:y be blatant or·· insidi·~·us; it 

n~~Y opcr1.te sub-consci ~usly .Jr ·consciously, ... but it, is 

there. However the prejudice, 3nd·deep-seated ~idtispread, 

is ~~ne thing ,_nd S·•ci~l os~r1.cisn and persecution is 

1.noth~r. The first need not 8-nd should. not leaf to the 

secrmd but unfortun"l.tely it does. 
.. ,_ ~ 

If this prejudice were not the'reason, how ddes·one 
expl"tin the curi-;us judg(ment of the judiciry.: th~t .the 

gentler:: Em far:1ers, evt)n when aroused t0 irrational '1.nger, 

1.rc by dcfini ticn inc'lp'lble of slaughtering scheduled 

c~stes. It appears-to be lost· sight of th'lt the gentlt:nen 

farr:crs would rn. ther hire nss1.ssins fron o.:-.1ong the s1.ne 

p.~cr ec -nc:]iC class t0 do the job f')r then. Such o.n 



attitude ~~.iJ f"'.r :-:(:re. h;.r::fti.l c:f~ct -:n the t 11inkinG ~.n: 

bc.:nvi•·ur :~f the hi5!1 Jr c·1.stcs lvh.; ·.·~.'1.y think thJ. t tl:; :;:."-.:

is n ~·thing V.T~ng in t::.king rec:·urs0 t , vioLmce whicl". 

l~t:~.d.s t:' frequent sl'"'.ughtcr nf tho schcduler2 c·..,.stJ.3 ':;. 

the fli:-1sicst t;r· . .:unds 0r s-;::oti;,es nJ gr .. unds ."'.t :J.ll. 

The -pr·;ti_uction rol -:ti:;ns "'lrhich :.re the s~urc-:: f 

cc ::n~, .. ·ic .JX'?J...-.i t'"'. ti' n result in s::· ci ~1 dogr1.d1 ticn '1.nc~ 

· ~oli tic:::l -pri v: ti "ns r:f the lv:;rkcrs 1.s .~ cl'\SS n.1c'lcr n::m

S::JCi:\list . syste:·s. The tt bsence c·f 1!1 bGur uni )118 under 

such cc.mdi tirms tc:nds to q~g.r:.v::::.te ec ')~Jnic l;.lx;0l ·i t-:ti:m, 

soci '1.1 :degr"ld'lti"n ~nd poli tic1.l pri V'l tions. On the. 

c.Jntr'lry the presence of l'lbour unions tend to 'lllovi1.te 

the n?.gni tude of· econonic expl1'lit-:tticn 1.nd its c::msequ~nce. 

But ~the tc.•tal elir:in:l.tion ·:'f ex;JlJitqtiJn under such 

ccnditicns .c~nJt ba ::1.chieved in the at.sence of tJt'll 

S(;Ci3.lis'lti"rl cf the :-1e!U1s of producti:'n nnd liquid'l.tion 

:Jf. the explJi t\Jrs ?.s :--. cl!"l.ss. It is frJIJ this st,~ndpoint 

tlr.t ·tho cl 'lSS wt.:-tgonis:::t rts the vohic~e 0f tr'lnsfcrrJing 

n n~n-socialist soqiety into a sociqlist one thr~ugh 

rov0lution noGds to be ~~~reci~ted. 

But the~ S;'Ci'.ll rolqtions derived fron the divine 

sunorstition to which tho exploiters and the expl~ited 

:-·.0ekly subr;i t c~"Ulot be altered by the cla.ss nppro'tch. 

Fer the s:)Ci':ll rel 'ltLms bqsed ns they 1.re Jn the divinG 

sup~rsti ticn · nrG independent of the pr0ducti':1n rel'ltions 

.·of the s~~e society. Since s1ci~l explJitqtion breeds 

cc0nc~ic ~nd pJlitical exploit~tion, the c'.lusql chain 

is nls'1 di-.:cnsi0n1.lly differ..::nt in this case. Horeover 

in the s?..:-~e ec,··no::ic cl"'.SS S?...Y, libour, thorC: is c1.stc 

'lntqg;nis'-: batween the higher and the scheduled C'.lstes. 

This is in'ld-,issible 1.nd alien t) the cl~ss ~n'.llysis r.md 
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· thcr::-f-;re should be riiig1rded:o.s a specin.l featur~, (lf the 

Ir...di 1.n s•)Ciety.; To niss this essential distinction between 

cl1ss ::tiY;:>ro:=tch nn~. caste ap'Pro:mch. to. ~he '.'Pl~lysis, of social 

tr'"'.nsfr~:r--:l.tion in the Indi~n. context is to. close o~ _:?yes 
to the soci~l rc3litiGs. ' .!. 

Js the Dichoto~y Real? 
1 .. 

Thi's distincti:-:n between cl1.ss: n;:>pro~ch and· c1.ste . 

~;mro1.ch t.') S"cinl tr3.nsf0r·11.tion ::11:y ·look conflicting.·., 

en the surf-ice. A closer ex:~ninqtifm of the caste· approach 

":S the first step 'fill ShOW that both·· C"l.Ste ~nd claSS J -~ 
· · nppro:=tch.cs are tl'To successive "stages' ··of··. soc'ial tranaf.br~ 

!"18.tion in the Indian context.~; T.his is why A. society d".;~ 

likli ours,'tchained iri' the'.iUvJ.ne:-supersi.tition·whi:ch :ist 

the foundation· of soci~l relo:tions~~ 'canrwt· be·· pr·epared"l~~ 

for soci 1.1 trl.nsforrntic.n without bursting the· divine r·J 

ch~in of supersitition as the first and indispensible 

step. This will pqve the way not only for the elinination 

of SJCiA.l exploitqtion but glso for ~rg3nising the nasses 

f.Jr the second strtge on 01. terialistic lines .'Jf class 

o:tppronch tow'lrds the ul tinqte goal of social trr;msfornation. 

Therefore the caste appro1.ch becr)nes the prine oover of 

social change and will give way to the clg,ss appro'.\ch once 

the runway for the clnss approach is built. A classless 

.society c~ot bo e.qsily ~chicved in the foresee:::.tble 

future \'Tithout p1ssing through the first st1.ge of a 

casteless society. 

Although caste systen ~s a social reality continues 

to guide the choice of candidates f0r contesting elections 

on the political pl-1.ne, there seens to be sone built in 

. reluct~nce to accept the caste approach to social trans
for=::!ltion ~t the fornal level. This is not surprising 

since the high castes voters influence the outcone of the 

elections decisively and therefore all politic~l p~rties, 

• 
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ri.ghtist .. arid leftist,· have been forced by necessity rather 

t~~n desisn t0·~epend on the.goodwill of the higher castes 
:-1,_j· .. rity. · lh.tur'llly the -politic.":ll odds -~re heavily l'leighed 
·'lglinst ti.1e: interests cf the: scheduled ·castes. For this 
rc~s~n even the leftists p~rties find-it'difficult.to go 

alr~ng C!lste lines to soci'll transf~rr.::mtion. There is no 
denying thc'f~ct th~t the chcice between class npproach 

cnc·c~st~ ~ppro~ch will necess~rily entnil.the politic~l 
chc:i.,c~ betwe~n: sl:c,rt-run g:tin~ ~d long-run g:l.ins. Since 

, life is t-:-:. sr .. rrt and~huc~1n notivn.ticms are what. they ~re, 

it is O.z1ub~ful. ~hether.: even ~1en at_. the hcln of leftist 
po.li.ti.c~l .. pn.rties .ldll sacrifice s~rt-~ gains for. long
run g~ins.. So long -'lS: this. _s,.c:rifice of the : pr_esent for 

tbe future, i_s- not. r~'3.dJ..ly: forth coning, ne_i tl;l~r_ we nor our 
gr~eat-· grsnd childrep. '!'Jill: see cast~less11ess or cla.sslessness 
in our-..-society •. <.·:r _.,, • · 



Chapter - X 

Sill1HING UP AND COUCLUSIONS 

Genesis of Caste System 

The ancient Indian society was originally divided 
into three Varnas viz., the Bra~mins, Kshatriyas and 
Vaishyas. The struggle for.suprewacy between the· 
Brahnins and Kshatriyas gave rise to the Sudra as a 
Varna. The Sudras were rebellions, Kshatriyas vrho ~tere 
defeated by the Brahmins and were given an inferior 

"' . . ~ . 
socio~~conomic and religious status. Discriminative . 
laws were detrimental to the interest of the Sudra~-~nd 
were made to prevent Sudras from revolting against the 
system~ This classification of the society into four 

. ·, . . 
Varnas '\!las later on treated as divine and was glorified 
by the priestly.class. 

The Varna system and the supremacy of the Vedas 
were challenged by lord Buddha and Vardhaman I~haveer ~ 
However, Vardhaman ~1ahaveer accepted the supremacy of 
Brahmins and his disciples also appointed Brahmins as 

··- ..... 
their priests while Buddhists did not do so. As a 
result they were"involved in" clashes with the Brahmin 
Varna. 
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The struggle for supremaay of Buddhists wqs curbed 
by Br11.hmins with the help of Kshatriyas ·wherever it i·Tas 
possible. Thosw who surrendared'wero ~llowed'to stny
outside th~ 'settlements and were given a status lower 
th~n even the Sudras. Sinil~rly non-1ryan tribes or 
foreigners (mlechas) and ot~er tribes which were.hostile 

- . 
to .L.rye.ns and ~he Vedic system were defeated end .were 
not included in the four,Varn~s but they were but outside . ~ . -

the _Vnrns system ~nd were r~ferred to as 1v~rnas"or 
Panchn.nas. _. L"l addi ticn to these people from among the 

.. ., ... 

four Varnas of Br:=thmin, Kshatriya, Vrds:q.ya. and Sudra who 
had matrimonial rel~tions outside their specific Varna 

,. . .\. . 

degenerated and most of them.were thrown outside the Varna 
system. Eventually-they wer6 ~lso mad0 the_ fifth Varna. 

,. . . . 
The Pnnchamas or ~varnas 'were treated very badly and were 
forced to rem~in as untouchables·an.d slaves~ This process 
of segregation continued and aggravated in cqurse of tir:10. 
They were treated as unnpprOP~.Ch!lble U.ntouchn.blGS 8...'1d 
unseeables. 

Discrimin~tive +Laws~ 

L(!l.ws were m2,de in such· 2.., vay that. the pri vil egos 
were more for the higher Var11~. nnd less for the :I. ower -
Varna, while liabilities 111ere more for lower V~rn~ g,nd 
less for higher Varna, that is, Brr..hmins ht=1.d the mo.ximuin 
privileges and minimum liabilities and Sudras and the 
cinimum privileges and maximutl liabilities. In f-,.ct t~e 

Sudres h~d only liabiliti€s and no privileges ~s they 
had been assi&led duties of serving the upper three Vnrnns 
without grudge and without rewards. 

L. Sudr.1. w::1s not permitted to have sny property and 

( 
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if at qll he possessed it, his master or the Brahmin was 
free to sieze it -v;ithout any difficulty. The very sight 
of q pcsses3ion of wealth by a Sudra would injure th~ 
Br:."l.hillin. ~s rt result the Sudras were put in a condition 
of perpetual poverty ~nd subjugation. They were not given 
the right of learning and their attempts to learn .. or hear 
religions scriptures were punished by pouring hot m~lted 
le~d in their e~rs ~nd cutting off their. tongues. For all 
pr"cticr:tl purp·)Ses the Sudrn.s were treated as slaves and 
were segreg~ted from the society. 

In order th2.t the social frame may be kept.intact . . 
and free from challenges from within various prohibitive 
laws and ptinishments were prescribed. 1~1 Varnas,were 
not treated equ~l before the la1r. For similar offences 
discrininative punishments v1ere prescribed •. For example 

.. if the Su.dr!:ls used strong words to a. Brahmin, Kshatriya _ 
cr a Vaishya, he was given corporal-punishment~·· On ·the 
contrr-.. ry, even if a Sudra ·was killed. by th~ upper Varna, 
th8 offend~:?r 1·ms fined 10 cows which were given to the 
Brahmin. Such wns the fantastic jud~cia~ _system of-those 
days. . This is why the Varna system no.t OlJ.lY could r~main 
intact for centuries but went on adding hundreds-of castes 
and subcP..stes to L'1~ ian society. 

The castes multiplied f~st because of the marringes 
system which prevented I:larital reiatimiships a'cr'oss the 

•'" • ' , I I 

V[1.rn::1.s. Marriages outside the Varn~ gave ri~e to new·. 
castes in ~ddition to four v~rnas. _Therefore they were 
known as L.varn'ls or Panchc'l.mas or l..n tyajns. 

Scheduled C?.stes and Their Status 

The concept of pollution was also prevalent during 
ancient times. Those castes fron ~eng Lvnrnas due to 
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'~-those tcucll ri tu2.l purity wc.s believed to disappear, 

~:-ore; treated ~s untouch~bles. Their position w~s the 
"rorst. It P.ppe:::tro that in course of time the burden of 
S~~~s night h~ve.been shifted to those 1vnrnas. The 
British L"l Indin named those cn.stes as depressed castes 

·11.nd enuTJcr3 ted ther..1 systeo2. tice.lly in the census of India 

1931 • They i'lere list~d in £1. schedule in 1935 and term:ed 
Rs scheduled cqstes by the government of India order of 

1936. Schejuleu c~st~s were socially oppressed and 
ecC'nouic~lly s.ICploited •. The then British government did 
som~thing to inprcve the conditions of the scheduled 

castes~ 

. In 1947 India got independence and the size of popu

lation ·tlCCJ.Uired i:1portance duo· to tl:e acceptance of popular 

~e~ocrqcy ~"ld adult franchise. The ·right to vote was given 

oven to the scheduled castes and some protection was given 
to them in the constitution of India. The framers of the 

constitution of InC.ie thought it necessary to give some 

constitutional safeguard to the scheluled c~stes as they 
· r'l.re sociPlly oppress eel, econc::1ically exploited and· cul tu
re.lly b11.ckt:ard. In spite of the provisions in· the consti

tution of Indi.:-1., scheduled castes continued to··be oppressed 

nnd explci ted.. Even r.ft~r iriJcpendence, v.ntouchabili ty 

is observed L"l V.Jricus forns in various st~.tes throughout 
Indi~! Fer ·exanple they are legrtlly allcwed t~ e:ntor the 

public pl?.ces, pl~c~s of worship, the hotels, to draw 

W-:\ter fro:J public ~tells etc. but in prnctice they· are 

neither in a position to avail thenselves the benefits cf 
the constitutional provisicns ncr e.re they allowed to do 
so. They still c~ntinue to stny outside the nain vill~ge 
aettlenent. They ~re discri~inatcd even in public pl~ces 

n.nd offices .. 

The l.nty~.j1.s cr untouchables ivere depriveC: cf the 
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religious rights. They were segregated and ~ade to reside 

cuts ide the villr.ge. They h9.d no st:->.tus of a persr:·n befcre 
l8.vT ancl therefore no civic cr poli tic~.l rights w·ere given 

to them. This systen blocked their verticc.l SuCir!.l and 

cul tur:-'.1 nobilities. The lvwest c~stes were tre~te:l ~.., s 
slaves and they cculd be purchased and sold lik~ cattlcs 
cr l~nd on which they d~·;el t upon. The British government 

br.nned it in 1792. Further in 1843 2-n act 't'rcts p~ssed. by 
"rhich the right of clain.ing a slave could not .be investi

gated by the public offices. But the codes of 1862 res

pected the c<:tste distinctions, cereoonies and p:;oh~bitions. 

. .. 
The scheduled castes had to keep a physical distqnce 

from the ·higher cn.stes vThile tl!llking. · They w'ere required 
to 'use honorific ..,.rords such ·as lord,· parents, sir, ~tc. 
!or the higher castes, and deg~rding words while referring 

r 
to themselves. Even ·their ·n~mes used to be indicRtions 
of filth, dirt, in:1uspicio~s, dishonour · et·c. Their use 
of clothes or fnncyclcthes, shoes, ornaments, good food, 

. '· 
ghee, sweets, etc. or better living was treated ·as an 

insult of higher cqstes. · !Ience they vrere prohibited from 

,1sing them and in cnse of' use were punished with an iron 

hand. 
.. ' " .. 

The touch of scheduled castes of nnin:nte or inr.nimate 

things w~s treated ~s pollution. Therefore they were 
forbidden :lEon using public ro.qds; choultry~ water' ~tc. as 
eclso eng-:\ging themselves in economic activities such a.s, 
business, 'Hork in. the house, in well or carrying f~od :~tuff, 
w~ter etc. as these.things would pollute. 

BringL~g fclse cnses ng~inst the ~v~rnas in village 
p~nchay~ts, courts, grazhig their agricultural fields, 

C.estroying their huts was o. regular phenomenon. This 
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conpellcd the:!! to render services without remuner:1.tion, 

ccnv3y intimn.tion of do:.th of nny high.er caste pers~:m. t::: 

his relr, tior..s, pl ~.y r!lusic~l instruments ~ t the :ti1.:1e :Jf 

n'lrri~ges of higher c~stes :3.nd cnrry the c~rrL:.ges of 

r'.nirm.ls. In brief their position \'T?..S like th?. t of c. d.~:;:.f 

r.nd dumb sl1.v~. · 

If scheduled c~ste persons insistec upon doing 

sooething ~~.inst this brut~l pr~ctice, they w~re pw1ished 
t-Ti thout nr .. :y. sr:.:1cticn ·of lr>};-T by w<:l,.y of be.J.ting, h~r~.ssing, 

killing, Setting thGir huts :.;n fire, burning nliVG, stri

pping wo;"Jen n-;.ked and po.r.".c!i..."lg them in the village ro1.ds, 

r~ping or killing, . sacrificing schec!ttled. c:;st_es before . 

Hindu goes etc. Such thL"lgs are not stories of the remote 

·pnst but even ~fter 30 years of L~dependence they ~re taking 

plt".ce in Indi·1. Sor1e; tines filth, dend d?gs,. co.ts etc. 

are. 'thrown to ''Tells of scheduled castes. Their lives are 

n~de miser~ble by boycotting them and also by destroying 

their crops. Their lives ~re nnda miserqble ns they are 

co:1pelled to perforn duties ag~inst the~r ~terests. They 

~re prevented from performing civic dut~es ,. such ~re. the 

t'!':'..ny other !.'.troci ties th~t nre coii11J.itted ~g3.inst the 

scheduled c~stes, 

1ccording to the 1971 census of Ind~, out of 548 
millions population, 80 ~illions forming 15 per cent of 

the tot~l populn.ticn r.re scheduled castes. i1. l~,rge nUinber 

'cf scheC.uled c~.ste popul".tion is found in Utt~.r Pr~desh, 

West Beng~l rnd Bih~r. Their proportions ~re also high 

in these st~tes. The proporticn of scheduled c3ste popu

l'"'.tion to totQl Hindu popul~,tion of 27.4 per cent in 1901 
er-ne d.olr!l to 16.9 per cent in 1951 nnd 14.7 per cent in 

1961. Thus the proportion of scheduled c~ste populqtion 
is const~~tly going down since the lnst six decades. 
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The density of scheduled c~ste pop~ntion is the highest 
in K~r~l~ followed by Vest Bcngnl. 

Scteduled C~ste PopulAtion 

l:.ccording to the census of India (1971 ), . the scheduled 
c~ste popul~tion is 8.0 crores. Scheduled caste population 
is ouch ~1derenumer~ted in the census of Indin reports as 
all scheduled c~stes are not enunerJ.ted as scheduled castes 
i:1 all the st~.tes of Indi9. as e·ven within n state. they are 
not enur:.er::>.ted cs scheduled c:J.stes in all districts. 
Specific cG.stes in specific regions of specific st?.tes· are 
enu:nerated. as scheG.uled c::tstes. Some cnstes are eliminated 
fron the scheduled c~stes list. Beside this many scheduled 
c~ste people do 'not enu."Jern te thernsel ves us scheduled 
c;.-.stes due to 'the r-ttt8.chment. of the 'stigma of untouchability 
to these c~stes. Somet~nes they report that they belong 
to other c~ .. stes. Thus there is gross underenumera.tion of 
scheduled. caste popul2tion. Probnbly because of these 
reaso~s tl:e proportion of scheduled c~:st.e population to 
Hi~du populqtion h~s gone down fron 27.4 per cent in 1901 
to 1,~.69 per c.ent in 1961. · · · ~ · ··-

hCCording to the census of Indin (1971), out of 54.8 

crore:s popul1.tion! P.s l3rgc ~s 8 crores fcr.ming 15 per cent 
of t~1e tot~l populc,tion ~.re schedufed castes. AL:long the 
st~tes in Indi~, Utt~r Pradesh h~d the largest scheduled 
cnste popul~tion followed by West Bengal ?nd Bihq~. Their 
proportions to general popul~ tion r.re above e.ll India 
A.Ver?.ge of 14.7, in T?.nilnadu, Oriss2, the Punjr.tb,.Rrtj.'lsthan, 
Utt.'1r Fr~desh, ~.qest Ber..ge.l ~nd among union terri tores, 
Delhi~ Him~ch2l Pr~desh, Pondicherry nnd H~rynna. Scheduled 
c~stes forn the l'1rgest proportiop of 28 ?er·cent in 
Hin~chnl Pradesh follcwed by 21 per cent of Uttar Pradesh 
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~nd 20 per cont in the ~j~b. On th~ other h~d they 

for:J thu lowest 6 pGr cent in lbhnr~shtr~ follow·cd by 

6 per cent in L.ssffi:l rmd 7 per cc!lt in Gujr.rP.t ~ccor.::in.-; 

to the C(.;nsus of Indi~ ( 1961). Gencr':'lly spu~:.-:ing their 

proportions 11re lo~·rer in scuthcrn st.-.. tes cxcc:;_Jting ir. 

Tr.r:!iln~clu. This o.'"'.J ro.lso be attributed to their conversion 

into other religions in the past. But the density of the 

schelil.llwd C'"'Ste popu.l!".tion is the hi 0D·hest L"1 Ker-:lq - ' 
followed by West 3cngnl. 

In gonor~l it is observed th~t the proportion of 
scheduled c8.stos !l.re lo;-Ter in urb.,.n c.ree!.s ::;s com.p9.red. to 

these in rurnl ~roas of allthe st~tes Rnd union territo

ries of India. This also reflects their lower urbcmisntion 

; as .coopn.red to the re.st of tb:e popul8. tion. However their 

urbr:~.nisation is on the higher side in· th.e Punj~b, Guj1.rat 

nnd Me~.har~shtra. It.s~cms th':l.t they have.~lso ~~pt pnce 
with the urb:1nis~ tion of the generr-,1 population during the 

l~st dec~de (1961-1971 ). 

Levels of Ecuc~tion 

Li ter1.cy r~tes ar:ong scheduled cr.stes are obviously 

lower ~s ~o~p1.red to those of non-scheduled cnstcs in the 

v~rious regions of Indir-.. Tllis '\\'O.S l!lo..inly beca.use they 

't'Tcro prohibi teJ fro;: la~r!ling sinco ages. Hm·Tever during 

recent tioes ~nd p~rticul~rly ~fter independence their 

liter~cy r~tcs ~re i~proving. These oducntion~l levels 

r..re n.round one per cent both in rur."='.l and urban r.re:1s of 

all st~t€s of Indi~ excepting around 2 per cent in Keral~. 

Those \·the pcrsued eauc".tion above n~triculation hnve gone 

for non-t~chnicP.l educ?.tion. · This '\VA.s due to their 1-roak 

socio-econo~ic b~ckground. 

Li ter!'.ry r1.tes of fen"'.les belonging to scheduled. 
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cqstee !-lre very low ru1d their e~::ucqtional. level is ~t . 

the ro~l~ botto:1. l~veJ., Th~ r2te of incre'lso in the· lE"..'":e.l 
of eG.uc"'~.tion is. very slm; in the c~:se of ·schec:uled. ~~sto 
fen~.les. This is ·bec8.use scheduled c.'lste popul:}.tion. is . . 
socif'-.lly b2.ckwnrd ~nd oppressed; within then the posf~ion 

of female is the \'forst. 

EC.uc~.tional levels of schedUled castes are higher 

in urb3.n !).re2:.·s qs cor.ip~red to those of rural f\ren.s bec3.use 

of the less rigid socio-econor.1ic setup in ur.b8ll !"'.reas·' ?-S 

'::1gp.inst those in ruro.l r.reas. !~ore over educ8.ted scheduled . . 

c~sto pecple fron rur:'ll areas find it difficult to get 
8.bosnrbed in r~'ll 'areas due to lnck of adequnte bccupa
tion'll opportuni tieg. ·Therefore they migr~:tie to' urban· 

areas in se1.rch of livelihood and thus- a:dd to the rates. 
of levels of educ8.tion 'in urban ar·eas. .. . '· ... !.J. ... 

Harking Force 
. ·'··· .. :. 

.. r ·J 

Participation r~tes of scheduled ·castes in_workihg 
force 8.re higher than those of. no~..:scheduled cast~s b6'th 

in rural ftnd. urb~n ;re~.s of various: stn.tes ·in +Indi2 ~-s 
they do not possess ''P..ny oth~r source of living than· . 

- ,. • - ,, .. • .. • ••• ·... • '8 -~ ·:.. 

selling of their labour. These p~rticip~tibn rates in 

vrorking force arc higher in rural fl.ro~s th!:.in those of 

urb~.n :1rec.s except in" r\1.~h1.rashtrc., Uest Beng9-l end Hanipur. 

Higher percent~ge of.working fo~ce of scneduled castes 
in urb!ln. Prens of Ihho.rn.shtr~, ~.nd·vtes:t ·Beiig~l are· due to 

the nigr:.ttion of schec.uled c?,ste from· rur1-l· o.re~s to· urban 
1.rei'.s. r1oreover b{g.metropolit~n cities-'iike.Bomb~y and 

C~lcutt~ ~re locntod in these states which ~ttract-and 

~bsorb rur~l scheduled caste l~bour force in unskilled 

professions. The proportion of scheduled caste cultiva

tors is less than the proportion of non-scheduled caste 

· cul tiv-:tors while the si tu?"tion ~rith agricul tur~l labourers 
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is the opposite. This is boc1.use tho sche1ulet c~stos 
in n1.ny st~tes ao not possess :1:grlcul tur-:.',1 l:,ncls. 

Sir.:il:1rly the proportion of sched.ule d c~stes in ~.ct: "Ti tics 

like construction, . nining, qu .... ~z:rying, f.orestry, hunt;::..::1g, 

plnntn.tion etc. r.re r.::uch more th~n 'thos a of :1cn-scheC:ule·:l . ' 

cqstes. On the other h~,ncl, th~ :propDrtions 0f ·non-scheduled 
C'"~stcs in 7:!C·re ro;'l'!U::lerF~.tivo .·\ctivitios like, ::11.nufacturing, 

. I . . . 
trr.nsport':'..tion, storP.ge nnd com.:!lunicrt tion, tr·"tcle, cooBwrcc 

nne cul tivr'ltion, E-ven if scheduled c~stes are or;plcyGd 
., .. . ' ' 

. in mar:ufn.cturing, com'.:wrc~ c.nd tr::de, trr.nsport r:tnd ~onmu-

nicr;.ti.on Pctivi tics, they rre ~ven meni~,l jobs such n.s 

scavengers, messengers, coolies etc. "Thic~1 o.re low pnid 
" ' .... •• 1'1 ' 

jobs even in highly re~uncrctive ~ctivities. Therofore 

oercly enU!:lernting the er:J.ploymen t of scheduled cD.stes in 
. . •' -. ' 

these industries .its.elf does not .give any idea about .. their 
.. . . ... . 

cccnonic st1.tus. 1~ occupation1.l classification of 

scheduled cnstes would be necessary to lmow the. changes 

.in. their occup~~tional p2ttern. Hence the occupf-'.tionru. 
. .., 

cl;..ssific~tion of scheduied c~stes should be given n.s is 

done .L'I'l c?.se of.. g:m'er'='.l popul~.tion. · . 

Indust~i~l Concentr~tion of Scheduled C~stes 

__ ··a ~h the t; i von u:1ploy~en t st1. tis tics reg1.rd.ing the 

·ge!lcrnl popul~.tion ·. 3-nd the scheduled cn.ste popul~.tion, 
nn ~.tter:.pt h".s been m·~.de to find out speci~lis~tion of 

~ ... . . ~ - ' 

schcdul:ed c:::stes t'l.::;ont.S ther:1selves and also of workers 

_belonging to non-scheduled c~;stcs among themse:).ves in 
. ' . 

v~rious industries. The non-?~~eduled caste popul~ticn 

i.s.conc~tr:::tad !'\S culthr~~tor~ :tn h~lf of the stc.tos 

i.."l ·Indi~, 1-rhile tho schedulotL ('~stos ?.re concentrated 

~~ '1gricul turc..l lnbourers jn l () st!"!. tes. This ~mpl;y" giYes 

~n ~der1. of the .economi? de:;.;endence of scheduled castes 

.P~rticul?.rly .in rur~l. ~re~s en the !l.OnTschedulcd cn-stes, 
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~' s an r>.vor;.ge r.gricul tur1:.l l~bo~or gets only three to 
four r:1onths orlployr.:J.Emt in r_ year on a -dr.ily ivA.ge bt..s·is. 

Besides this fc"tr days eLlployoent," · w~ges paid to the6 
" . i . . 

'lre !'l.t the r!J.Grcy OI the 1-:~ndlords • +:l:~oreovor i;:'J. COUrse 

of tine, ·f~rm f1.milies themselves are.grm-ring r.nd'divid~ng; 
and subsequently thei~-l~nds nrc ~lso being divided. 

Incre~.se in the popultttion of the fn.rn fc.nily .dOe$ not 
neeJ. !!lore. hired ("'.gricul turr'.l 1 ~bourers. This ·further 

aggr?.V::'.tes the w1cnployment .problem of scheduled c1.ste 
~.gricul tur.:-.1 l:~bourers. .. 

. : .. 
·' .1 •..•••• ' 

Concentr'J.~ion of _\Aro,rking force in an o.ctivity of a 
region is 1. function of the concentration of eco~omic 

- ··'• • " I ; , ., • ", _,L -'I 

~<?tivity in -t~at p::\rticular reg~on~ _But the concentration 
·of scheduled cnstes.nnd non-sched~led c~~tes tn various 

.. " ' - . . . .. . '. ' ' '. ' ~ . . . 
industries differs. -For example concentration of scheduled 

l ~ • • ·• a. \ . 4 · ,, ". ~ :1 0:: • 

cqste in mining, quflrrying, live stock keeping etc. is 

found in those st~tes 'J.nd union territories where non-
. scheduled c·::1-stos P.re nlso coricentrf'.ted. · The concentration 

of both scheduled cqstes am non-scheduled castes,· in manu-

. f~cturing !:>,nd household industries ---~re mutually exclusive, 

th~.t is, wherever n?.nuf~.cturing 'n.ctivi ty is concentr.,. t.ed, 

househol'd inclustri1.l activity is ·not. conceritrated .. n.nd · 

vice versa. ·But the speci?..lis8.tion of both scheduled ; 

cnstc · ~nd non-scheduled cnste '!trorkers in construction, 

tr'"'.(:iG, com..111er6e ~nd tre.nsport ·end- communication ~.a.cti vi ties 
~re -'nu tu:.lly t"'.Ssoci "\ted. . . 

The sched~ed _c'1stes of l.,G.3'"'.:rt o.re concentrnted in 
trr:.uing ::.n~ .cor:une:rcinl ~ctivitis9"'. Schedul~d 08-Stes in . \ . 
urii':'J:. "..re!1s. ~.:>,re concentr?~ted 1::1. , .::mufe.cturing industries 

f . ' -, . t "I dh 'J.. o t~Rs?.~, liU~~-r~ , -~·?.. y~ +~-.:v1 e8h, ~bharn.shtrn, Uttar 
Pr '"'.C.osh; Uest Beng":".l, Delhi .:.~(i Tripur:t. They h:1ve higher 
speci~lis~tion coefficients ~l the v~rious industries of 
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urb""..n ~.:!'ee.s ~s conp.:.rcC:. to those of r'.J .. r"-1 ::.rE::':.S in the 

ccrrespor..din& regions. They do not h".ve higher s:;>eci

JJ.lisn.tion even in :--. single industry in rur:-:.1 or l.:r·o,:n 

r>.re'"'.S vf Bih!)r, T;.::liln·.~.du, Orissn., tho ?~j·."'.b, H~j'"'.sth~"'.n, 

Utt~.r Pr~d~sh, N~go.l "nd o..nd N"EFi"'-

P~rticip"tion in Politics 

Until recemtly the schec~uled c~stes hgd no poli tic'J.l 

povrers. Only !"'.fter the '"'.do:;,:Jtion of· the constitution of 
Indi"~ .. , scheduled c"'.stcs '!tTGre tre~ted on p!l.r vrith non

scheduled cn.stes in the eyes uf the· lo.vr. The founding 

f~ thers: of the' constitution of India 'lccepted the prLl'lci

. ple of ~c1ul t fr~uchise. ~s c.· conseq_uencc the schodulecl .. 

C"'.Stcs ?.lso get the ·right. of voting which elev~tcd their 

st~tus <?lS fnr flS t~eir poli tico.l life' is roncorned •. 
. .; 

The. sc~cduled · c~stes 1·rere also grt;mted reserved so'lts 

in legisl~.tures .in proportion to their population •.. For 

tho first tirle ir. Indir:~. .a uniq_ue cpl)ortuni ty .11ms ,m::-.de 

"'.V~il~ble to scheduled c~stos by the ~r~mers cf·t~e con

stitution for enr:nling then to h:;1.ve r,n upward socio-poli

tic~l mobility. 1ccording to this provision in the con

stitution of India, 77 scheduled caste nembor~ were elected 

to ~'1rli1.:!lilll t of L1.di;..~. This nu.::J.ber of scheduled c2ste 

~enbers in n p~rli~~ents of 524 nembers is a siz~ble. 

Tho tot'1..l pnrli'.'I.DG.."lt~.ry sc?.ts increaf,?od. to 100 -during 

the l".st two C:.ec?..dcs but t.,e reserved seats fer the 

schc;;cluleC! C1.Stes incre?..sed hy 'vne only. +In some st~tes 

like N'"'.~~r"'.shtr~, LC~rn?.t'"l.kfl,, the Pu.rij'~b etc. the rcsorve~l. 

se-:-~ts for scheduled c::-.stes were dereserved. 

It r~r~s expecte.i th~ t tho schedulscl c1.ste c?.i:diC.. ~- tes 

in st1te legisl1.tures cr in :r;nrliq:nent wculd voice the 

proble2s of tllJ scheduled c~stes in the respective houses 
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~nd get then sol vad. :But t~e experience o"! 27 yer-.rs :~f· 

t ~ . t c~uro~;n~ m ..... ·.~;s J.·~ parli <")D. en r,ry c.e::wcr?.cy J.S :ilO en v ··o ....... s. ......... -
bcc'"'.use ~. scheduled c11ste cn..~1~d~~te is non.in1.ted ·On the 

reserved se~t by the politic~l pqrties, only when he is 

~.ccept!"'ble to tho ncn-schcci.uled castes ·voters ~,nd he is 

net the choice of.the scheduled c:ste voters. It is 
n~.turql tlr.t when tho non-scheduled cr.ste voters consti

tute 86 per cent ~g::.inst tho 14 per cent of scheduled ·· 

c~stes in the tot!ll elector~ to. Even if tl1e scheC.ul'od 
c~sto uters ·refr~d.n th841Selves froin c.qsting their .:votes·, 

yet the c·~ndi:'lte c'ln get elected when non-scheduled . · 
C:1Ste voters f~wour him. Therefore for gettmg 'el~cted 
the reserved cr:-~ndid---.te h::'.s to be submissive ·.t.o n·on-scheduled 
c~.sto 'voters mere then to the non-scheduled caste members 

in the ligisln tures. · This explains ·wh1 :al scheduled .··caste 
member L"l the .'legislRture or parliD.ment is. fo'll.t."ld opening 

his nouth on r2re occasions on the p·roblet1s of scheduled 

Cr"stes •. Tl+is si tu::'.tion lends to the neec1 of electing 
scheduled ~~st~ members 6n r.es~rved sent~ -~~ho ·\.riil spcnk 
for.·them for. tbeir. uplift frcn: th~"ir pres~nt 'sccio-ecc,iiomic 

~.nd ~ depr.essed. condi tivns. . Therefore .?. provisi~n sh;uid be 
' ' ' r • • • 

r:J.~ue so ~-s to~ en~ble the scheduled .c~.st~ ·'voters. to send: 

their reP~.l representn.tives by ['.llowing only scheduled 

c""Lste rnc1:1bers to cs.st their votes for the reserved seats 

rnd n0n-schec~uled c~ste nenbers. Thus elected scheduled 

c~.ste cfmc1id~tes on reserved se~.ts will be more responsible 

ta the scheduled c~stes and at the same time they will 

be free from fe~rs 2nd pressures of their politicnl bosses 
~.nc1 n.:m-scheduled cr-ste voters whil'e expressing their 

ccncern Abrut the problems of scheduled cE-.stes. 

The Inc"..i211 p~.rli~.ment p?,ssE:d an anti-untouch'lbili ty 

( cff ences) ~.ct 1955, but left the implernent~.tion of it 



, ,, . 

to the st':"..te 60vernncnts ~·rhicl1 ~re :not free frc:-1 tlw 

pressures C·f tao :-11j ority c~rF.:l~1i ty cormi ttins r~ trc.c~- ·t:.cs 

~.g?.inst sohedulod Cfl.stes. ~'Ti t];l tho p".ss i."'lg cf a:.ch ~:;. 

~ct, rt pr~visicn for r-.n rtdministr~~ tivc set up ~~".G r~ .. t 

m~de. ..:..s '""'· result the cxocution of this the r~ct ;rqs left 

at the n:.;rc~r · cf the S"?:.rlC e~ocutiv6 r:~.chi110ry vrhich is 

dc~in~tcd by non-sche~ulod c:stes who re~lly do not t~ke 

trts~. to their he"l.rts. The o~~.:ecution of this r.ct shculd 

:t::"tvo been given t:) "t:-1 e ~.ble officers fro!J "'.rnong. c.chc~~uled 

~c1.stes c:1ly who kncn·r :t>:here the shoe pinches. ~he provision 

cf impounrJ.ing of offence c~efo::1ted the very purpcse of the 

act. '1S the schoC.uled cr.:.ste.s nre economically, poor c:,ud 

: soci~.lly oppress eel ~.nd hence cn.nno.t ~.v.ail . of the bcnefi t 

of this 1.ct duet~. their econ~nic dependence on non-sched.ulecl 

.c~stes.: Tbe,puuishnent. prescribed is not r.egorous _nnc1 

ju~~e;es ~.ve · nowimd nnd miniMum punishments without violn ting .. - ..... . ·'· 
the provisions in th_e ~ct. 

~.. ' . 

.. The social, 8'conomic and. cultural c1isnbiiities ·of 

SChoclulecl C'J.Stes, . ·~heir SOCf~l, Oppression, ~d eccnomic 
• • • - .A ,· • • • ... • • ·• 

explcit~ti?n ~re o~inly ~ue to their st~tus in the caste 
: .. 

hicr':'.rchy. Thorefo:re ·th~ rcots of c:-1st~ system itself needs 

·~cstruction r'1ther th~.n·-pcrpetu:-:.ting it in the present 

for~. 
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In the context of the previous 9 <th::ptors 1-ie hrive 
sr;aght to sketch pr.ofiles of .~he sched~~le~l ~'"!ste~. iJ;l ·. · 

. ' . ' ' ·, . 

Indi~. \lie h~ve seen hO".'i t.lJ.e sche·lulocl C~.stes :-:r'ose 
centuries. f\SO ~nc. hm~ they {eve1Jpec1. into the' ·~~.ric us'-

. . . 
subc"'.stes :"'nd groups in the context of the wider fold · 

of Hinduisn. Uo h::tve r:lso seen the popul1.tion distril.:nition 
r.f th0 V'lricus scl1ejuled c~.stes groups in the V8.r:io'us 

. . ' 

p·'rts .C'f the ccuntry. L.s rcg.9..rc:s the rnnpo-;ver u"tilisation 
1-re ·h'J.Ve seen tll~~t the sche·.:~llod ~-~~st~s 'people· are ~~-~t_ri
butcd. in t~:e v~.rious sectors nnd levels of Ilicli'J. f s ' 

econonic rmc1 industrial life. They ·rtre ther:o J.ri· i:~~ri~ul-
. • . • . . :""" • ~ ) .'' ~.· .' '. <' 

ture, petty tr~dcs, ~ndustr~es nnd other ~~nes. But we 
must h~sten to. add tm t theyar~ th~re in the~e··'area~:>not 

' . . ~ ·~ .. ~ 

so much as owners or operator's or proprietors but as 

workers or 1ab9urers wh~ e;o there. t~ J3e:ll thei;-' .lab6ur ~ 
Their p1.rticip~-tion rnte in these V::trious nreas is very 

. ': . . . .' .. ·• ,; :. • --... J·· 

hieh. But. their participA-tion r.,.te as owners or enter-
preneurs is pretty loi'T. In ·the 6th .. chr~pter we' r{a~e s:e:~n · 
the p~ttern of pqrticipation in po.fitic.s of~th~·'vn.rio~s. 
types of the scheduied c!1ste"s f?. t the le~el, of t&e par.iia-. ' . ' 

I!lCllt-P..nd the Vr..riOUS state '1SS6!!lblies &"1.d. O-ther bodies' 
" . .. .. .. . . ~ . . 

susll ~~ s tr;o3~. of Pn.n_c~~yat Raj 8.tld local b~di·e·s. In.' 
ch8.pto::- 7 :?" hP,ve. seo.n the n8.ture of the. anti-untoucha.bili ty 
!"!C·~SU1'8S :'"'-nCl- in cli.P.pter 8 we h'1Ve set. forth. t:b,e_ p~rticular 
n::-.-Gyrc cf the :9~\rticul.,,r r:1e~.suro, 1955 ':'.ntoucha't)ili~y~ 

off CJ.~ce~{ act. In 'til1e 9th c~1.,_ptc.r ~V'~ have. seen" briefly 
hem N.•;tJ:'~~ir;,t ·Jl" -~he coSnr.n_ist vf~wpolnt 'is le.ss 'belpf~l· 
on th8_ prcblcn of ci.1tes in India. 

lio.,.r "'TG h~.ve discussed the vnrious classes and 
c~.togorie·s c.f crtstes· r...fl.d r.::-.-;;c~.stes ·as we hnve listed 

th~::n out in dut~il in the r~ther lone qppendix. vle ·· 
fine! thTG the scheclulcd. c~stcs are not only nunerous, 
they ~re 'l.lso fqirly widely distributed throughout. the 
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country. One L~edi~te conclusion that occurs to one's 

uind. is th<1t such ?. lqrge :popul!"ltion ?.s this h·:->,s beer. 

kept in dis~.C.v"'.nt?.t;cous or se~i-sl~vish posi ticn for 
centuries. The first impg,ct of such :1· stop is th'lt ~~ 

country like In:lir. h<J.ppens to kee;J !", very consid.er~ble 

secticn of its ro;·ulr:-.ticn in we~k ·w.1d b.~.cln:8,r:l stn te. 

Those -v1ho b'elieve r:ncl_ "'.dvoc~te building the· poli ticql, 

eccncnic ~nd other ty~es 0f strength ~nd power of Indi~ 

C"'.nnot ~fford to ienore the ';1Te1.knesses f'nd b'".ckw.~rclness 

~-rhich h--vc been icJ:ose,J. on the scheduled c~stos reople 

in Inc~in.. So. eler:wnt~ry COr.:llnonsense would sueeest th':'. t 

these peo?le should be brought up on p~r with rest of the 
pojul'1tion, p"l.rticulrtrly the so cr.lled c!lste Hindus, for, 

ns we h~ve seen, wh~le the non-Hindu religions or c?mmuni
ties ~re nlso ~ffected by tr~ces of c~steist thinking nnd 

n~inten3nce of distances between some persons and the 

others on the basis o~ purity and yollution, it is Hindu 

co~unity nnd the Hindu fold which is centr~l in the 

evolution Qnd :;;ro:~.ctice of c~ste phi~osophy and/ org~nisntion. 

Therefore when we are seeking p~rity or sociql equality 

of the scheduled C'l.stes, the p~ri ty or equality h:ts to be 

thou::::ht in terms of the c~.ste Hinclus who looked down upon 

others ns belonging to low or i~pure or ~·mlluted cntegories • 

. Indeed so:.:1c le?.ders of the Hindus, particularly the ler:tders 

of liindu lhh3S::tbh~, ~~nG. other -::Y'.rties, h'1Ve aclvoc!J.ted the 

upsr-:.dq tion of the scheduled CJ.stes people qnd their 

elevr'l.tion in tine with the caste Hindus from ~ purely 

co:-:1111unity point of vie1i'T. Thqt is to say, they h::>.ve 8.dvo

c~ted thc.t these G.o1·m-troc!den sections of the Hindu l10pul.~

ticn should. be brought up on par with tho rest of the 

Hir.C.us so thn t the Hindu society ns n whole becomes core 

nu:lero:ls, better orV-nise::l "'nd stronger than before. 

Further, they ~.C.voc:1 te, if the dmm-trodden sections of 

the Hin<lu society nre sui t~.ble r1,bscrbecl or in tegr:1. ted with 



the C'"'-ste Hind1;.s, their ~Kssible l.css to .the Hindu 
.. . ·-

scciety by their. ccnvcrsi~n to. ether _relicions ·such_~-~ 

Christi~.ni ty. 2,r Isl:1n ~~.~ be avoideC:. To s-:n.e ex_t.en_~'-

i-H3 r.l~Y ":'..C~D.it,' t:1is. thinY.;in~ ~Q li!!:e cf r.:r~u::H.·r ... t .h.1.Ve 

;'reduced s::-lut:1ry effect .. on sone SE?~cti~ns of .thg _·Hinc~-i_s. 
:Sut the rcsitivs effect produced_ b~ such line ~f tliin~~ing 
h"'.S not influence.d . the r:1in.:ls of "':ny subst".nti~l num~er of 

. ' .. ' . . '. 

Eincl1;s ivhc. still re:1~.in uore or lqss ~ttqchcd. to tho 

c~.ste ::;hil('sc:)hy ·;nc~ :pr~.ptice. In _the v~ricus c~~·_:?ters 

so f~.r ~Je h~ve discus~3ecl the r;-r~,ys ~nd merms .·of i:1rro-{ing 

the let, tb.e LJr.Jfiles, of tho scheduled cn.stes pe?~le. 
·. . , . ·' .. . . . ' 

_ Some of tho. mef-'l.sures t}j.~t c~l1- be. rut f orw~rd in this 
.. . ,-. '' ' . .. .. . . ' 

reg~rd can b~ stqted ~s fc~lows: 

1 •. The first ~step· or ne?.sure.tklt cari ·be thought of 

in this regard is to· Cf:\.rry On an informr-1.tl.on and propaganda 

cnr~pnign in· order to. eii!hinate · c~steist line of thinking. 
' . . 

The information fj_a· :)rop!':'l.eand.n · campa.i~Yhqs ··to· be-' carried 

on both by.offi~ic:J. ?'.nd .. fion~officin.l leaders.- ~-The. centr?.l 
I·< ~. , . . " - . . . .. 

eover~~ent.nrid· st~te governments h~ve to do this and the 

pcc:~le of the scheduled cnstes ds i'Tell P.S non-scheduled castes 
r,lso. h!1.V9 to . d'o this .... It· is true th3. t at present· offici-

aly and to scme extetit ~cfficinly-thinktng is in favour 
. ·' ; 

of tho renovr~l· of tile differences between the high and low 

c~stos. But L~ Rctu~l-?r~ctice the official positions 

bre~.k C.own. · ThG ':Jron.oulicenents nnd declarations onde 

orficinlly"t6 som~ rlng f~lsa when we come to t~e actual 
. ·. •' ·.· . . ' . 

t?.sk of_ ~emov:::-.1 of the C(I.Ste differences~ or biases.·· It 

is. here th'}.t mu~h _of the actu0.l constructive work, .h1.s 

t•J be C"'.rried ~n by the scheC:uled c-::tstes mld non.":scheduled 
cnstcs in +India. 

2. The seconc step or measure th~t can be thought 
of relntes to the io:;:::roving of the·socio.;.economic and· 

volitic~l let of the scheduled castes people~ This is 



being done officially both by the centre and the sta~e 
governments by way of extending a number of facilitiss 
for the education and employment to the various sections 
of the scheduled castes. For over the last 25 yeers t!"~sse 

facilities have been in e;dstence and· e.re sup;?osed to 
continue up. to 1980. However in ·view· of the enormous 
problems fg.ced by t!le scheduled castes these facilities 
prove limited inJdequate. So more a.nd more facilities, 
opportunities inteligent and real help, should beglven 

' . 

to members of the scheduled castes.· At present we have 
the m.inimu:1 reservation of jobs for the scheduled-castes 
in the governwent services, in the public sector indust-

·ries and concerns. Some private institutions and agencies 
. _ e.re also being persuaded to employ some scheduled castes 

. J 

members but in a colli~try of exploding population the 
scheduled c~~tes population also has been increasing 
~orrespondingly _if not proportionately and this increasing 
.pop~~tio~ has also.to.b~ provided employment and jobs. 
This i.s not easy to pl~n and. achieve but this has to be 
stri7en for •. We have seen in the chapter on population 
distribution hNT the caste Hindus have generally been in 

' ... . . 
corr.-:.1ar.dJng positions on. account of the fact that they 
o~··:-1 th.e TI!eans of production like land, industr~es, agencies, 
facturies e.:..1.d concerns etc. The. scheduled c~stes people 
go.·chere o:1ly to sell their labour. . In several states of 
India a consideraole section of landless labourers comes 
from the ranks of the scheduled castes. This propertyless 
st0tus of the sched.u.led.castes has to be remedied. The 
scheduled eastes people, like the other people, should 
havG 2nd should he given various means of production or 
proyerty suc:1 as l8.nd, house, business. They should be 
€nabled to acquire and use these for imprnving their ovm 
lot and ther by contribute to the building. and strengthe
ning of the.· ;vider India.~ society. 

' 
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r.t. A re.xt, .cor1·cspond.ing1 step or measure·:thatcan 

be r :~-rt-~·::::t.cd is- t~-~ t -~.:;~_.~:e scheduled castes· people ohoultl 

ore:L1i~;, th~m~8~ • .-~rc;r;; i:H?~:;-t.•:;r. ·Thoy' s~1ould .b:ompose' :their own 

di:t'fr-,:c.~~~ef~ <1.:1rt·o.1_ua1::::J.es w·hich have often 1·1eakened· th·eir 

rc.n~L.; a.:::H~ cr~~::>.::J i,::1e -;:h€':.13elves as political parties a.s well 
as '\ic."C'iC':J..S i(:-·:ss·tre o.~·oups·~ · -In 8.11· these: matters they< 

'shcuLd ·use ,.r~~erev-er possible. the good,.tTill, support ·and.· 

as:Ji:... tance ot me;nbers, the. !lOn.;..Hi~ldU members as ·well a·s 

the· go·1.~e:rn~e:.1t agencies and. departments. <They should ·. 
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formulqte their m·m lines of thinking and plar:.s of acti!m. 
The 1)::1.li t Panthersmo are operating ·in the st~.tes of 

Hahe.rashtra nnd Gujar?.t no doubt indicate a remedid 

response to the SC_hedu.~ed C~.ates Si tU'='.tion but SUCh U. 

response is not ~- pl~nned one <:lnd it c~n ~.ttr~ct the 
erratic re~.ctions from the C8.sta Hindus and the others. 

a.s evident in the prolong:d· cl!"!.shes .in Vr.r~li, :Shoivi9.da, 

Kal~'-rada, Naig~on nnd M?.ny ~rens of Bombay city. I•1ost of 
. . 

the police men 8lld govern:nent offici!:\.ls belonged to ce.3te 
•· • I • 

Hindus 8.nd non~ Scheduled c~stes, consequ~ntly scheduled 

c~ste mem~ers did not get Bdequate protection in 1974-75. 
Therefore, the emphasis should be on org8nising the various 
'se;ctions. of the:· sch~dule·d:-castes rmd representing th1:~ir 
interests and problems in the. various legislA.tures a_nd the 

• . ' t 

various othe_r. forum~. Hqw_ever, it should be remembered 

th~t liberty can not be acquired by beging if required it . ' ' 

might to be gained even by resorfing to terrotisim, but 
,· . ' . ' 

this may be used as a casual means and not regular phena-.. ' . . ' .. . . ' . 

menan. The scheduled ces~.es members thus organised should 
. . 

~fight f~r. t~eir own.~egitimate share of nationel income 
.. " . I . 

. and ns.tional w·~al th. This means that ~hey ha.ve e-.:.rery 

right. mor~.lly ~~. politically to demand their own share in 

lrnd, business, industries, com~erce and other spheres as 

citizens of this country. It is not a question of narrow 

. legqlity as to t.rho owns t'. particular house, a particular 

factory or land. It is a question of 1>rhether the non

scheduled CP..stes· should mm most of the "real th and the 

·scheduled c?..stes should go mostly 1-rithout it. If the 

situation h~s been that the scheduled castes have mostly 

been going without this ":·Teal th, then there is for them 

every moral and political reason to claim such share of 

w·e?.l th nnd the legcl frr.mework_ can be evolved to take 

c~re of the steps ~d details required. We have already 
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pointed out th'1t Tre cP.n.'I'J.ot f')fford to keep such cons~dcr'"ole 

numb€r of _::H~ople in subjection \-:-hen 'ftle want. ~o mr.~e Indi~ 
strong, prosperous and powerful. If India h?.s to b~ m~.de 
this L1dia' s ttJeRl th cRnnot be ke~,"~t ·confined cnly to the 

non scheduled c~.ste ::lnd the scheduled castes c&"1110t ·be 

allo~'led to be thrown vrr.yside, so to say. 

5. l~other rel~ted ste~ or measure is that thero is 

a need for cecbors of the sc~eduled cestes to·b~ strict 
and dutiful ~·'i th reg~rd to their Ovm mecbers or.- repr.esen

t8.tives. It h"'s been po:L:1ted out in chapters 6~ th~t the 
scheduled castes lenders hPve also bece.me like other . . . ' ' .. 

leGders of cRste Hindus in the sense that they believe·in 

the necessity of cul tivt~.ting the goodwill and' s~pport of 
. . . 

the c~.ste Hindus ?JJ.d feel .. that they can afford to ~gnore 
the interests ~nd proble~s of the. scheduled cast~s". . This 

must be changed. The scheduled castes pe~-ple sho~l.a'-be 
so organised that they nre able to recall thei~ badly .. 

. . ' . ,. 
behaved or unwanted leaders or. mq,ke them ineffective in 
oper8.tion. They. should be able to. el€?ct. thE.dr ·-t~ue. repre

sent1.tives "-nd efficient leaders to fight fo·~ .their intere

sts ~nd problems. They should go· -~ st~p ah~ad ~.nd impress 

upon ,the mindes. of the C?.s·t~ ;Hindu leaders and non-Hindu 
leaders the need and urgency of fighting fo~·' the ~nterests 
.r.nd problems of the scheduled cas_tes p~ople. 'For· this 

purpose sc~edul~d c·!l.st_e people· s_hould ~dentifly theiZ. 

friends f1nd fo:es' w'henever. required they should compromise 
w·ith lik~ minded people P.nd poli tic?..l f~r~e:s_. ~utside o·f 

their o'~· Practic~lly, for them a v~ry large arm~ o~ 
ol)posi tion exists .. in every \'mlk of life. · Scheduled castes 
who ~.re basicP.lly h?.r~dicap_ can 'not face_ thls. Therefore, 

they should, ¥rh~ther th~y l;ike ~r 1~ot,. ~o-operat~ l'Tith 
progressive forc .. es for th~:n .ul tim~te goal ~f libe-rRtion 

from soci.:l ec~nomi~ an~ political b~~d~ges·. St~_at~_gy 



.. , 
'\>TOuld be :"lttack only "re~.k enemies first ~nd then proceed 

further, our <:lmbi tions, att!:l.ck on strong 'l'lill invite 

peril for themselves. 

6. L. step or me~.sure ~vhich can im?}rove tl'la lot of 

t:1e scheduled cn.stes in ~ bt:J.sic sense rel-:-.tes to the 

improvement of the quP.li ty rnd efficiency; in the v?.rious 

walks of life, of the scheduled c~stes people. In the 

socio-economic nnd politic?.l development of India 1:1e hr-.ve 

seen ns, different from the :luslims, hov! the Hindus, h'='.ve 
been in the forefront nnd ho1,·r ~/JOng the Hindus the 

Br~.hmins hr1veled the way. Closely upon the heels of the 

BrAhmins hq~e come the next cl~sses of the Hindu hierGrchy, 

those who can be described' as belonging to Kshatriya Md 

Vaishya cnstes in v::trious parts of India. The revolution 

h~s tobe further extended to cover the scheduled castes. 

In this matter the scheduled CQstes h~ve to remember that 

the. various skills, the various qualities or performances 

. or ~.chievements c2.n come ~.bout only through im~gina tion 
',; . .. 

and exercise of the f~.cu1 ties ~=md gi_fts. There is no sub-

stitute for h!lrd 1-rork. In P. sense the· caste Hindus cc;.n 

Rfford to be idle or wasteful or inefficient, but not the 

scheduled cnstes a~ they occupy the lowly position and 

they h~ve to get up 2nd catch up with the rest of· the 

society. Ther~forc, they need to be strongly motivated Rnd 

im"~.gin?.tive, hard working ~.nd quality t~nd efficiency minded. 

There is sometimes a criticism offered from the ranks of 

the c~ste Hindus_ that the government is giving facilities 

to the scheduled castes oembers but the quality of perfor

mmce or l'rork done· by the scheduled castes members at times 

is not sP.tisfr'.ctciry. This need not be the case the 

scheduled c?.stes ·peopl'e, like eny other people, should. 

show th~t they 9.lso can 3-ttain certRin · st'3.ndards, skills, 

:perfor!l:"'l.nce and achievements on the strength· of their 



intelligence, t1.lents, skills ~.nd deternin~.tion. · This · 
idll get them morG confide::1co and support of the Hind,xs· 
r.nd the non-Hindus besides goner8.ting str·ength r:-nd confi

dence in themselves. 

7. i'le have pointed in che.pter 9 th").t- economic means 

?.nd economic stre!lgth from the 1\!arxist st:tndpoin t are 

necess~ry fer ·tne scheduled c-::stcs, but more· necessa;ry j.s 
the over~.ll confidence, nttit·,}dc ?.nd prep1.redness on th.e 

pnrt of the scheduled c~.stss progressively to work out 
I 

their m·:n salvl-=ltion on the bosis of the vnrious resources 

and f-:">.cili ties ~.v.::tilable to them. It is tru_c, as we; hfl.ve 
emp·h~sised in ch~pter 9, · that .the. casteist pr~.ctices must 

be fought as they-come in the way. of economic development 

of the country· in· general. and of the scheduled castes i:p. 

p!)rticular. qfuerefore both as regar~s tbe breakdown of, 
·the casteist barriars <:>~d .clFl.ss ·bP..rriers, :the .. scheduled 

castes people hPcV& to org1.nise .themselves better- ;and better 
r>nd fight fo·x• ,their. interests and 'dcm.8nds .·on the ;basis. of 

mora m1d more: resources vrhich may be Pl.Vailr-t.ble tq the!Il Or 
whir:h they can fight for in course of ~heir struggle for 
equ?.li ty and strength with the rest. of the Hi:Q.dus and non
Hindus in the ccuntry. It~ ·should. pe.·remembered .t_hat nobady 

else than scheduled castes· themselves emancipate .i~e~s from 
the centu~.ry ·old bond:::~.ges. Others might ,·com~ for th~ir 

rescue' qnly to gain out ofi t as was· wi ~nessed by· th.e: ~og 
end.of history of Congre)SS rule· in .India, there is no doubt 

they ~Rny social -~nd politic~l groups have used scheduled 
· c:?.stc people only for t!leir selfish end,s rather than . · 

for the benefit of·. the scheduled cRst€s. In o:rder to stop· 
further explorr.~.t~tion of the· scheduled c2stes they should 
educ"'•.te, ;"gitate ·and org~.nise. 

·8. It_m~.y be pointed out here that the scheduled 



castes could get conv~rted to other religions ~s ~ s~e) 
or me?-sure of improving their lot. Indeed Dr: B .R ._·_:,~: :··:.- :. .. , 

aft~r toying w·ith the idee, of .cc!lversion to the YRrio·~-~s 

religions like Christianity, Islr:.m o..nd Sikhism f:tn~.lly 

embro:~.cGd Bttddhisl'!l ::tt Nngpur. In continu?.tion 'ltri th this 

or on the m~.:-.loty of it some len.ders of the scl1ed1,1+ed 

C!'.stes m2.y ~.dvocE'..te the Rdoption of r. similc.r step of 

conversion "'..3 '."1. me2.sure of reform ~nd improvm.wnt. But 

this is not rc~lly end in itself. Conversion to other 

religions from the present st1.te of Hinduism mr.y not 

nccoss1-rily help in tr:--nsformqtion of th·e scheduled castes 

people as the b:l.cki'lardness is socio-economic p.nd .political 

in character. Ueverthless the scheduled ce.stes ,people 

feel that their chances nre better under the .. umbrel~as of 

Christia.ni ty or Islam. How· ever some people. nrgue that 

just as these nre poor people, the scheduled .cast.e,s_, among 

the Hindus, there are poor people among the follouers of 

Christianity and Islam also. Therefor:e, -conversion of the 

scheduled c~stes people, the poor people· frQm the fold of 

Hinduisw., ''I ill go :md ~.dd themselves bodily, so to say, 

·to the ranks of the poor people of the. o_ther rG~igions. 

· Uoreovcr converted scheduled castes have ·to put up vTith 

the h~rdship of not getting rmy assistance or r.eservations 

"t:Thich h8.d been open to the scl;.cduled castes belonging to 

the Hindu fold. · But this is not true, as ·t-~·e. can see des

pite of purposely created hardles by the govern~ent and 

people~ the example: of scheduled C8.stes who embraced 

Buddhism, showed n. very rapid grmlfth and development after 

thcr conversion ns compared to t~eir many dee~ds efferts in 

the :part. Those c?.stes fran n.mong scheduled cnstes ·who 

enfbr-...ced Buddhism h~.ve shown remarkable increase· in li terory, 

educational levels of all the things then mor?l is much 

elevr'.tcd when cor.1pr.red to t:1eir schE;duled c~.ste counter 

pRrts. Buddhist's inspite of their minority are militant 
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d 11 · ei o")nd .. pol;·t·;c;se·d Ml1ilo· ot:lers.::-vrho··c.-.+cn r.n l.·re organ~s ( • - ·• • • · • 
op:?osed them to pleas a mOjori ty of c~ste Rind.us rt;:'nin8d 
bacl~1J'lrd and exp1oi ted. It is surprising .. td note t h?"'t :, 

inspi te of this, only'. Buddhists often come ·to: t:1eir. 
rescure r=-,ther than. the c!lste Hindus 1vho gencrP.lly· ·commit 

.'"'.troci tics ag::d.nst scheduled castes. Vlhcther .:th~·:·scheduled 
./· 

c~.ste people, the poor ?..nd ~:rcGk people continue· to~~ihcur 

the hosti1i ty or enmity of the major commu;:li.ty of ·.the . 

Hindus nfter COl1Ver.sion or remq.in • in Hindu fold and.· carry 

v~.rious kinds of dis~ hili ties r:md disadvantages .irhthe 
four-fold of clnssiffcation· of the lf:L'1.d.u· SO ci·oty.H:tnd·,-a,~ 

a conseque~ce rem~dn the worst: suffer'ers·;. or remain~.: in. 

Hindufold. , the m8.jor:l.ty community of ·this country·and. 
strive b~tter for their· 6t·m· ·l.m~rovement in given constraints 

or to bidby to Hindufold to destroy the· oppress'ive--socio
economic structure. Hbw(;nrer,. it should not!" be·· forgott'en 

.thn t the Hindu co~uni ty uith rtll, its limi ta. tiona, evils 
,I .o l • , .! ' ' • ~. + ' • , ~ • • ' 1 

_and banalities, h~s survived. If the scheduled cfl.stes, 
' •• I I ,: .. j .' ! '.;... ···: • ;1'1 I 

mP.ke Ul] their min~ t~ de,stroy it c~ ther:. by. attackin·g it 
by remaining in Hi~dufold,. the chances of ·succ.ess are 'fiot 
very bright on the co~~~:1ry it .vould.'·~ntagonis.e the.nie:jority 

of Hindu community.· /So ~; b~tter ~t~~-tegy ·for: the' scheduled 
j.. • • • • • • •• .: •• r . r ·., ... 

c1.stes ,,rould be to le~ve the Hindufold unless the scheduled 
,· . . . ·~ ., 

castes _tllemsel v~s z:esist tho O)pression n_o .one .can 'free 
them from oppression, nnd th:ls_.is not feasib1e'·by ;~maining 
within the Hindufold~/ 1•le should note that the ·members: of 

the scheduled ct=tstes, f.ortw1ateiy for ~.11 prs.ctical purpose, 
n.'re like Hindu community ruid are ~ot. like the Ne;iroes' in 
L.meric1. v1ho, no ~~-tter ~rhat qh:llnge ~r pro~ress. th~y register, 
will 2.lw~ys be spotteq as Negr.oes because of· thei::.." racial 

and ethnic _distiJ?.Ction' their. It Uegroness, II in 'the society 
of the "rhites, so th:1t Unless one w·e~rs a card· around 'one • s 
neck nnno~cing his c~~t'e community ~r subcastci or ; the 
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scheauled castes, it is not possible for any one to 

identify or pinpQint .the c'lste or subcP.sto of the sc:: :;;~ -~.]_(.:::. 

cr.tstes people.. Tnereforc pr~.cticnl 1irisdoiJ "Hould seo Jc c. . . 
dict1.te that the scheduled C"stcs T)eO:;;Jle shct1..l:i t"' 1:c r/:-:·-r:

t~.ge Of these .n~.turr~l fncto:;:-s 'l;:rhich .-8.re in t~1eir f'"'VOUr 

nnd work for ~heir s~.1v~.tion b:l t::-.ldng up bettor profcssionJ 

nnd even·by.lc~ving.their so_ c~llcd nqtiva pl~ces. Foi 

· all·pr!:lctic?,l purposes the Scheduled C'J.stos :people do not 

h-:>ve ~.ny n':ltivtJ l»ncl rmd Fh".t over n".tive lOJnds they believe 

-to hr-ve nrc only illusious, ~s inf~ct they ::".re the bod.-:-,ges 

and chains around them. ::lherever they go they h:::tve no 

property'and controll over resources hence, they should be 

educated Pncl enq.uced to_ migr8.te .to possibly to ·.urban Rre".s. 

No matters others might-brand.it ~sa nuences in urban 
.. 

ar.,asjas·it·will only Rdd.to ti?-e slums •. Des:;Jite of dravr 

b~cks of- slum life, migration to urban areas is better than 

the dr?.;i.rl .of: slavery in tho rural areas. 

9. Here w·e should pofut .out another step or measure 

which, follows from the above analysis. VIe have pointed 

out cnrlier that in severs.l st:1tes in. the country there 

-is a tendency ·on the pP-rt of the scheduled castes to 

migr~.te to the metropolitan or urbf.:n centres like· Hadras, 

B&'1g!:!,lcre, Calcuttn, Dclh~, KA.npur, Hydere.bad, Bombr.y, 

Poon?., etc. in se".rc!:. o:t' employment and other opportunities. 

It is also noticed ·i:ihnt in the urban centres the chances 

of being segreg:ttod a.11d ill treated as scheduled cc.stes 

n.re less th8.n in the cou...""J.tryside ·'ttihe:rc the people have 

f~ce to face cont.'J.cts ~nd the C!.'!.stes HinJns and where, 

result, the scheduled_c~stcs c?y always bo destined·to' 

suffer dlsabili ties and dis0.dvRntagcs. In the urban 

centres, in the cities and .evGn in t01ms, it is not 

e~sy, on account of tl1e racial, ethnic e.nd several other 

f'"'..ctors, to pinpoint ~.nd S0gTeg9.tC the scheduled Cc>.stes 
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as schedultd castes ?nd treat them disf~voursbly. So t~e 

scheduled castes people should take adYsntagc of t:::::..s. 
factor end sho~1d be encouraged to seek their fcrt~~cc 
in the cities ?nd to,vns r~ther than in their ~Qrcl 
contexts where they msy be pinpointed e.:1d troubled.. It 
is not argu8d hGre th~t cities or towns ~re free from 
sufferings or troubles to the scheduled cr:.stes. ~:·n1at is 
?.r"gued hero is that cities n.nd tmms :::.r:e s0.fer or less 
hostile plr-.ces to the scheduled ct\stes than tho villages 
\-:here they suffer hardships at the ha.nds of the ct.ste 
Hindus. Of course for the pl1.nners ~nd Rdministr~.tors 
of the cities and towns, this may pose additional burdens 
or problems. But then if the scheduled caste people can 
be provided with a better defence, better protection and 
better opportunities (if we can call them ·opportunities), 
then the additio~~l burdens will constitute only a small 
cost as against the returns. Therefore, the migration 
of the scheduled.castes to the urban centres is a natural 
one'and subuld·r.ather encour3ge it. 

These are aooe of the conclusions and observ~tions 
as to the w2.ys r-tnd means of improving the lot, the profiles, 
of the scheduled castes people in the country. It has 
not been possible and it is not the intention here ·to spell 
out these conclusions or observ~tions and the related 
reflections or gcnerA.lisetions. The other researchers 
could tr-.ke up some of these or relq,ted issues for further, 
speciRlised, cnnlyses and studies. 
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APPENDIX 3 

Scheduled Castes and·therr 
area of Enumeration 

Andhra Pradesh 

1. Adi Andhra; 2 Adi Dravida: Throughout the State except 
Hyderabad, Hahbubnagar, Adilaba.d, Nizamabad, Medak, 
Karim.nagar, \varangal. Khammam an4 l'J"algonda districts. 

3. Anamuk; 4 A:ray (I•Iala): In the districts of Hyderabad, 
Mahbubnagar, Adilabad, Nizamabad, Medak, Karimnagar, 
\~arangal, Khammam and Nalgonda. 

5. Arundhatiya: Throughout the State except Hyderabad, 
~lahbubnagar, Adilabad, Nizamabad, Medak, Karimnagar, 
\'larangal, Khammam and Nalgonda districts. 

6. Arwa I1ala: In the districts of Hyder~bad, Mahbubnagar, 
Adilabad, Nizambad, Medak, Karimnagar, Warangal, 
Khammam and Nalgonda •. 

7. Bariki; 8. Bavuri: Throughout the State except 
Hyderabad, Mahbubnagar, Adilabad, Nizamabad, Medak, 
Karimnagar, Warangal, Khammam and .Nalgonda districts. 

9. Beda (Budga) Jangam; 10. Bindla; 11. Byagara: In the 
districts of Hyderabad, Mahbubnagar, Adilabad, Nizama
bad, I1edak, Karimnagar, \!farangal, K.hammam and Nalgonda. 

12~ Chachati: Throughout the State except Hyderabad, . 
Mahbubnagar, Adilabad, Nizamabad, Medak, Karimnagar, 
vlarangal, Khammam and Nalgonda districts. 

13. Chalavadi; 14. Chamar, Mochi or Muchi: Throughout the 
State. 

15. Chambhar: In the districts of l:Iyderabad, I:!ahbubnagar, 
Adilabad, Nizamabad, I-iedak, Karimnagar, 'ltlara.ngal, 
Khammam and Nalgonda. 

16. Cha.ndala: Throughout the State except Hyderabad. . 
Mahbubnagar, Adilabad. !Iizamabad, Hedak, Karimnagar, 
Warangal, Khammam and Nalgonda districts. 

17. Dakkal (Dokkalwar): In the districts of Hyderabad, 
Hahbubnagar, Adilabad, Nizamabadl Medak, Karimnagar, 
\·larangal, Khammam and Nalgonda. 

18. Dandasi: Throughout the State except Hyderabad. 
J.lahbubnagar, Adilabad, Nizamabad, Medak, Karimnagar, 
vlarangal, Khammam and Nalgonda districts. . 

19, Dhor: In the districts of Hyderabad, ~~hbubnagar, 
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Adilabad, Nizarnabad, r1edak, Karimnagar,' vlarangal, 
Khammam and Nalgonda. 

20. Dom, Dombara, Paidi or Pano: Throughout the State 
except Hyderabad, Uizamabad, Hedak, Karimnagar, 
Warangal, Kha~uam and Nalgonda districts. 

21. Ellamab;~r (Yellammalawandlu): Ll'J. the districts of 
Hyderabad, r·!ahbubnagar, Adilabad, Nizamabad, lledak, 
Karimnagar, Warangal, Khammam and Halgonda. 

22. Ghasi, Haddi or Relli Chach~di; 23. Go.dQgalli; 
24. Godari; 25. Gosangi: Throughout the State except 
Hyderabad, I11ahbubnagar, Adilabad, Nizamabad, Nedak; 
Karimnagar, Warangal, Khammam and Nalgonda districts. 

26. Holeya; 27. HoleJra Dasari: In the districts of 
Hyderabad, Mahbubn::1gar, .Adilabad, Nizamabad, Hedak, 
Karimnagar, vlarangal, Kharnmam and Nalgonda., 

28. Jaggali; 29. Jambuvulu: Throughout the State except 
Hyderabad, ~'Iahbubnagar, Adilabad, Nizamabad, Ivledak, 
Karimnagar, Warangal, Khammam and Nalgonda districts. 

)0. Kolupulvandlu: In the districts of Hyderabad, 11ahbub
nagar, Adilabad, Nizamabad, Medak, Karimnagar, vlarangal, 
Khammam and Nalgonda. 

)1. lladasi Kuruva or Hadari Kuruva: Throughout the State 
except Hyderabad, Mahbubnagar, 1dilabad, Nizamabad, 
Hedak, Karimnagar, \larangal, Khammam and Nalgonda 
districts. 

32. Hadiga: Throughout the State. 

33. ~!adiga Dasu and l<lashteen: Throughout the State except 
Hyderabad, l'J.ahbubnagar, l:..dilabad, Nizamabad, 1\iedak, 
Karimnagar, ifarangal, Khammam and Nalgonda districts. 

34. J.1ahar: In the districts of Hyderabad, Mahbubnagar, 
Adilabad, Nizamabad, IJiedak, Karimnagar, Warangal, .... 
Khammam and Nalgonda. 

35. !-!ala: Throughout the State. 

36 a ~!ala Dasari: In the districts of Hyderabad, r.fu.hbubnagar, 
l~dilabad, Nizamabad, Nedak, Karimnagar, vlaraagal, 
Khammam and Nalgonda. 

37. r1a1a Dasu: Throughout the State except Hyderabad, 
Hahbubnagar, L.dilabad, Nizamabad, r!edak, Karimnagar, 
Uarangal, Khammam and Nalgonda districts. 

38. !-!ala Hannai; 39. r.!alajangam; 40. l!ala Masti; 41 o r1a1a 
Sale (Uetkani); 42. r1ala Sanyasi: In the districts of 
Hyderabad, rfahbubnagar,. ll.dilabad, Nizamabad, Nedak, 
Karimnagar, l·larangal, Khammam and Nalgonda. 

43. Ha..'lg; 44. Uang Garodi; 45. Manne; 46. Mashti: In the 
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districts of Hyderabad, ~w.hbubnagar, Adilabad, 
Nizc,I:laoad, Ivlede.k, Karimnagar, Uarangal, Khammam and. 
Nalgonda. 
Hatangi: Throughout the State except Hyderabad, · . 
Mahbubnagar, L.dilabad, Nizamabad, l1edak, Karim.."'laga.r, 
vlarangal, Khammam P.nd Nalgonda districts. 

48 .. Mehtar; 49. ~Iitha Ayyalvar: In the dj.stricts of· 
Hyderabad, l·Tahbubnagar, k.dilabad, Uizamabad, ltiedak, 
Karimnagar, Warangal, Kh~nmam and Nalgonda. · 

50. r-1undala: Throughout the State' except Hyderabad$ . 
Hahbubnagar, .L.dilabad, Hizamabad, 1-ZedP.k, Kar:i:nnagar, 
Vlarangal, Khammam and l~algonda districts·. 

51. Paky or r1oti; 52. Pambada or Pambanda; 53 .. Pa.'".lid.i; 
54. Panchama or Pariah; 55. Relli1 Throughout the 
State except Hyderabad, F~hbubnagar, !dilabad, · 
Nizamabad, Medak, Karimnagar, Warangal, Khammam :and 
Nalgonda districts. 

56. Samagara: In the districts of Hyderabad; Hahbubnagar, 
Adilabad, Nizamabad, Medak, Karimnagar, Warangal, 
Khammam and Nalgonda. 

S7. Sam ban; 58~ Sapru: Throughout the State· exc·ept 
Hyderabad, r·iahbubnagar, L~dilabad, Nizamabad; Medak, 
Karimnagar, vlarangal, Kham.mam and Nalgonda districts. 

59. Sindhollu (Chindoilu): In the districts of Hyderabad, 
Hahbubnagar, l~dilabad, 1\fizamabad, Medak, Karininagar, 
Vlarangal, Kham.mam and Nalgonda. · · 

60. Thoti:' Throughout the State except Hyderabad, 
r1Lahbubnagar, Ldilabad, Nizamabad, I\Iedak, .Karimnagar, 
vlarangal, Khan:unam and Nalgonda districts. 

1. E~nsphor; 2. Bhuinmali or Mali; 3. Brittial-Banir or 
3ania; 4. Dhupi or Dhobi; 5~ Dugla or Dholi; 6. Hira; 
7. Jalkeot: Throughout the State. 

B. Jhalo, Halo or Jhe.lo-r-1alo; 9. Kailbartta or Jaliya; 
10o Lalbegi; 11, r:Iahara; 12. Mehtar or Bhangi; 13. Muchi 
or :Rishi; 14. lia:nasudra; 15. Patni; 16 •. Sutradhar: 
Throughout the State. 

Bihar 

1. Bantar; 2. Baur:i; 3. Bhogt~: Throughout the State. 

4. Bhuiya: In Patna, Shahabad, Gaya and Palamau districts. 
5. Bhumij: In Patna and Tirhut divisions,.and the 

districts of Monghyr, Bhagalpur, Palamau and Purnea. 
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6. Chamar or Machi; 7. Chaupal; 8. Dabgar; 9. Dhabi; 
10. Dom or Dhangad: Throughout the State. 

11. Dusadh, inclu~ing Dhari or Dharhi; 12. Ghasi; 
13. Halalkhor; 14. Hari, r1Ieh tar or Bhangi; 1 5 ~ Z:an ~ ar; 
16. Kurariar; 17. Lalbegi; 18. l1usahar; 19s Eat; 
20. Pan or Sawasi; 21. Pasi; 22. Rajvrar; 23. Tur·::.: 
Througho~t the State. 

1. ~ger; 2. Bakad or Bant: Throughout the State except 
the Rajkot Division and the district of Kutch. 

3. Bawa (Dedh) or Dedh-Sadhu: In the Rajkot Division. 
4. Bhanbi, Bhambhi, 1sadaru, ~sodi, Chamadia, Chamar, 

Chambhar, Chamgar, Harala.yya, Harali, Khalpa, r·1achigar, 
Mochigar, Nadar, Madig, Telegu, ~1ochi, Kamati Mochi, 
Ranigar, Rohidas, Rohit or Samgar: Throughout the 
State except the Rajkot Division and the district of 
Kutch. 

5. Bhangi: In the district of Kutch. 
6. Bhangi or Rukhi: In the Rajkot Division. 
7. Bhangi, r1echtar, Olgana, Rukhi, I1alkhana, Halalkhor, 

Lalbegi, Balmiki, Korar or Zadmalli; 8. Chalvadi or 
Channayya: Throughout the State except the Rajkot 
Division and the district of Kutch. 

g. Chamadia: In the Rajkot Division. 
10. Chamar: In the district of Kutch. 
11~ Cha~ar, Nalia or Rohit: In the Rajkot Division. 

12. Chenna Dasar or Holaya Dasar: Throughout the State 
except the Rajkot ~ivision and the district of Kutch. 

13. Dang~tshia: In ~he Rajkot Division. 
14. Dhor, Kakkayya or I~ankayya: Throughout the State except 

the Rajkot Division and the district of Kutch. 
15. Garmatang: In the Rajkot Divisiono 
16. Gnroda: In the Rajkot Division and in the district of 

Kutch. 
17. Garoda or Garo: Throughout the State except the 

Rajkot Division &!d the district of Kutch. 
18. Hadi: In the Rajkot Division. 
19. Ealleer; 20. Halsar, Haslar, Hulasvar or Halasvar; 

21. Hol~r or Valhar; 22. Holaya or Holer: Throughout 
the State except the Rajkot Division and the district 
of ::iutch .. 
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Lingader; 24. ~Tahar, Taral or Dhegu ~iegu: 25. Hahyav2.nshi, 
JJhed, Vankar or r.Iaru Vankar; 26. Mang, Matang or · 
I\finimadig; 27. l'ie.ng-Garudi; 28. ~!eghval or Henghvar: 
Throughout the State except the Rajkot Division_and 
the district of Kutch. 
Meghwal: In the Rajkot Division and in the·clistrict 
of Kutch. 
!1ochi: In the district o:f Dsngs and Umbergaon. te:.luk:l 
of Surat district. 

31 • Nukri; 32. Nadia or Hc1.di; 33. Pasi: Throughout the 
State except the Rejkot Division and the distriot·of 
Kutch. 

34. Senva; 35. SJ:lenJalia: In the Rejkot Division. 
36. Shenva, Chenva, Sedma or Rawat: Throughout the State 

except the Rajkot Division and the district of Kutch. 
37. Thori: In the Rajkot Division. 
38. Tirgar or Tirbanda: Throughout the State except the 

Rajkot Division and the district of Kutch.· 
39. Turi: Throughout the State. 
40. Turi-Barot: In the district of Kutch.-
41. Turi-Barot or Dedh-Barot; 42. Vankar, Dhedh or i~~yaj: 

In the Rajkot Division. 

Jammu and Kashmir 

1. Barwala; 2. Basith; 3. Ba~~al; 4. Chamar or Ramdasin; 
5. Chura; 6. Dhyar; 7. Doom or Mahasha; a. Gardi; . 
9. Jolaha; 10. £1egh or Kabirpanthi; 11. Ratal; 
12. Saryara; 13. ~latal: Throughout the State. 

Keral§:. 

1 • L.di l~dhra; 2. l.di Dravida; 3. L.di Kar-aa taka: In 
Malabar district. 

4o l~jiln; 5. 'i~r.unthathiyar: In Iwlalabar district. 
6. Lyyrtnavar: Throughout the State except r-ia.labar- district. 
7~ Baira; a. Bakuda; 9. Bandi: In Malabar district. 

10. Bath?..da: In KasA.ragod taluk of ~1alabar district. 
11 {i Bellara: In I1alabar district. 
12~ 'Sh2.ratar; 13. Boyan: Throughout the State except 

IIalabar district. 
14. Chakkiliyan: Throughout the State. 
1 5. Chamar or ~'!uchi; 16. Chandala; 17. Cheruman: In 

Malabar district~ 
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18. Do~ban: Throughout the State except rfulabar distric~. 
19. Gavara: In r-Te.labar district (excluding Kasaragod te.luk), 
20. Godagali; 21. Godda; 22. Gosangi: In l'lalabar dist:i."i.ct, 
23. Hasla: In Kasaragod taluk of Malabar district. 
24. Holeya; 25. Kadaiyan: In lfala bar district. 
26. Kakkalan·: Throughout the State except He.labar dist:::-ic-:.. 
27. Kalladi: In Hal~. bar district. 
28. Kanakkan or Padcnna: Throughout the State except 

Kasaragod taluk of Malabar district. 
29 • Karimpalan: In r'Ialabar district. 
30. Kavara: Throughout the State except Malabar districto 
31. Koosa: In ~1alabar district. 
32. Kootan (Koodan): Throughout the State except Malabar 

district. 
33. Kudu.mban: .In r.:ra.labar district. 
34. Kuravan, Sidhanar: Throughout the State. 
35. Maila: In Malabar district. 
36. Malayan: In Malabar district (excluding Kasaragod 

taluk). 
37. Nannan: Throughout the State except l\'Ialabar district. 
38. r.!avilan; 39. Hoger; 40, Nundala; 41. Nalakeyava: In 

Halabar district. 
42. Ualkadaya: In Kasaragod taluk of Malabar district, 
43, Nayadi: Throughout the State. 
44. Padannan: Throughout the State except Halabar district. 
45. Pallan: Throughout the State. 
46, Palluvan: Throughout the State except r1alabar district. 
4 7. Pambada: In ~Ialabar district. 
48. Panan: Throughout the State except Kasaragod taluk of 

Malabar district. 
49. Pan chama: In l1alabar district. 
50, Paraiyan, Paray~~ (Sambavar): Throughout the State, 
51, Par~~van: Throughout the State except l1alabar district 

(e~cluding Kasaragod taluk). 

52. 

55. 

Ld~n iyan; 53. Perurnannan; 54. Pula van or Cheramar: 
Throughout the State except Nalabar district. 
?':J.:L~\;,ra Vettuvan: In lfalabar district (excluding 
Xasar~god taluk). • 
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56. Puthiral Vannan; 57. Raneyar; 58. Samagara; 59. Sambs.n; 
60. Seiil.illan: L'l r-Ialabar district. 

61. Tllandan: Throughout the State except ~1alabar districto 
62. Thoti: In l-Ialabar district. 
63. Ulladan; 64, Uraly; 65. Vallon: Throughout the Stc~e 

except I~labar district. 
66. Velluvan: Throughout the State. 
67. Vannan; 68. Velan; 69. Vetan; 70. Vettuvan: Throughout 

the State except r.!alabar district. 

~1adh;ye. Pr~ 

1. kudhelia: In Bilaspur district. 
2. Bagri or Bagdi: In the districts of Bhind, Gird, 

Horena, Shivpuri, Guna, Rajgarh, Shajapur, Ujjain1 
Ra tlam, Handsaur, "\Tidisha { Bhilsa), Indore, Dew·as, 
Dhar, Jhabua and Nimar (~i.B.) · • · . 

. 3 •. Bahna or Bahana: In the districts of Chhind":,-Tara, .Seoni, 
Betul, Jabalpur, Sagar, Damoh, r~andla, Hoshangabad, 
Narsimhapur, Nimar, Balaghat, Raipur, Bilaspur Durg, 
Bastar, Surguja and Raigarh. . 

4, Balahi: In the districts of Raisen and Sehore. 
5. Balahi or Balai: In the districts of Chhindwara, Seoni, 

Betul, Jabal9ur, Sagar, Damoh, lfundla, Hoshangabad, 
~arsimhapur, Nimar, Balaghat, Raipur, Bilaspur, Durg, 
Bastar, Surguja and Raigarh. 

6. Balai; 7. Bsnchad::1: In the districts of Bhind, Gird, 
~Iorer..a, Shivpuri, Guna, Raj~arh, Shajapur, Ujjain, 
Ra tlam, r·1and saur, ilidishna { Bhilsa), Indore, Dewas, 
Dhar, Jhabua and Nimar (M.B.) · 

8. I3ansphor or Basor: In the districts of Raisen and 
Schore. 

9. B~r:?.har or Based; 10, Bargunda:. In the districts of 
Ehind, Gird, Horena, Shivpuri, Guna, Raj~rh, Shajapur, 
Ujjain, Ratlarn, ~1e.ndsaur, Vidisha (Bhilsa), Indore, 
Dewas, Dhar, Jhabua and Nimar (M.B.) 

11. Basar: In the districts of Raisen and Sehore. 
12. Baser or Bansphor: In the districts of Datia, Tikamgarh, 

Chhatarpur, Panna, Satna, Rewa, Sidhi and Shahdol. 
13. B~sor, Burud, Eansor or Bansodi: In the districts of 

Chhindw·ara, Seoni, Betul, Jabalpur, Sagar, Damoh, 
Ha1:dla, H~shangabs.d, Narsimhapur, Nimar, Balaghat, 
RaJpur, B~laspur, Durg, Bastar, Surguja and Raigarh. 
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14. Bedia: In the districts of Bhind, Gird, Horens, 
Shivpuri, Guna, Rajgarh, Sbajapur, Ujjain 1 Ratlam, 
Handsaur, Vidisha: (3hilsa), Indore, Dewas, Dhar~ 
J:O.abua, lamar (H.B.) R3.isen and Sehore. . 

15. Beldar: In the districts of Raisen and Sehoreo 
16. Beldar or Su.."lkar: In tl1c districts of Ds.tir., j;:.~::::_r::;,~::., 

Chh3tarpur, Panna., Satna, Re1va, Sidhi 2.:1d Sna.hC.ol., 
17. Bhangi or riehtar; 18. :Bhanumati: In the districts of 

Bhind, Gird, I-·Iorena., Shivpuri, Guna, Rajgarh~ Shr.j.?.p,:~r, 
Ujjain, Ratlam. Nandasaur, Vidisha (Bhilsa), L'1dore, 
Dewas, Dhar, J'.a.abua and Him.ar (I-LB.) 

19. Chadar: L'1 Sagar and Danoh districts. 
20. Chai!lar, Jatav or ~Iochi: In the districts of Re.isen 

and Sehore. 

21. Chamar, Bairwa, Bhambi Jatav, Nochi or Regar: In the 
districts of Bhind, Gird, Morena, Shivpuri, Guna,· 
Rajgarh Shajapur, Ujjain, Ratlam, Nandsaur, Vidisha 
(Bhilsa~, Indore, De,·ras, Dhar, Jhabua and l{imar O·i.B.) 

22. Chamar, ·Lhirwar, Chamar Mangan, I11ochi or Raidas: In 
the districts of Datia, Tikamgarh, Chhatarpur, Panna, 
Satna, Rewa, Sidhi and Shahdol. 

23. Chamar, Chamari, ~iochi, Non a, Rohidas, Ramnami, 
Satnami, Surjyabanshi or Surjyaramnami: In the districts 
of Chhindwara, Seoni, Betul, Jabalpur, Sagar, Damoh, 
Ii:andla, Hoshangabad, Narsimhapur, l{imar, Balaghat, 
Raipur, Bilaspur, Durg, Bastar, Surguja and Raigarh. 

24. Chidar: In the districts of Bhind, Gird, Horena, 
Shivpuri, Guna, Rajgarh, Shajapur, Ujjain, Ratlam, 
Handsg,ur, Vidisha (Bhilsa), Indore, Dewas, Dhar, 
Jhabua and Himar (lf.B.) 

25. Chitar: In the districts of Raisen and Sehore. 
26. Dahait, Dahayat or Dahat: In Damoh district. 
21. Dewar: In the districts of .Bilaspur, Durg, Raipur, 

Bastar, Surguja, and Raigarh. 
28 • Dhnnuk: In the districts of Bhind, Gird, r·iorena, 

Shivpuri, Guna, Rajgarh, Shajapur, Ujjain, Ratlam, 
Handsaur, Vidish3. (Bhilsa), Indore, Dewas, Dhar, 
Jh~bua, Nima.r 01.B.) Raisen, Sehore and Sagar. 

29. Dharkar, BalQik or Lalbegi: In the districts of Datia, 
T~amgarh, Chhatarpur, Penna, Satna, Rewa, Sidhi 
ar:d Sh?.hdol. 

30. Dhed: In the districts of Bhind, Gird, r.forena, Shivpuri, 
Gu..'"la, Rajgarh, Shajapur, Uj jain, Ratla.B, Ha:ndsaur, 
Vidisha ( Bhilsa), L"ldore, De\vas, Dhar, Jhabua and 
!limar (H.B.) 
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31. Dhor: In the districts of Datia, Tikamgarh,CrJlatarpur, 
Panna, Satna, Rewa, Si<L"li and Shahdol. 

32. Dhabi: L~ the districts of Raisen and Sehore. 
33· Dohor: In Balaghat districto 

)6. 

38. 

Dom: In the districts of Bhind, Gird, I·1orena, Shi-v-p ... ::.!':., 
Guna, Rajgarh, Shajapur, Uj jain, Ratlam, I~andsati.~, 
Vidisha (Bhilsa), Indore, De-.,.ms, Dhar, Jhabua, l1irr.Z.l"' 
(I1.B.) Datia, Tik8.mg:lrh, Chhatarpur, Panna, Satna~ 
Rewa, Sidhi and Shahdol. 
Dam or Dumar: In the districts of Chhindwara, Secni, 
Betul, Jabalpur, Sagar, Damoh, H&'1.dla, Hoshangabad, 
Narsimhapur, ?Ji::nar, :Balaghat, Raipur, Bile.spur, Durg, 
Bastar, Surguj~ and Raigarh. · 
Damar or Doris: In the districts of Datia, ~ikamgarh, 
Chhatarpur, Panna, Satna, Rewa, Sidhi and Sha~dolo · 
Dome: In the districts of Raisen and Sehore. 
Ganda or Gandi: In the districts of Chhindwara, Seoni, 
Betul, Jabalpur, Sagar, Damoh, l11andla, Hoshangabad, 
Narsimhapur, Nimar, Balaghat, Raipur, Bilaspur, DUrg, 
Bastar, Surguja and Raigarh. 

39. Ghasi or Ghasia: In the districts of Balaghat, 
Bilaspur, Durg, Raipur, Surguja, Bastar and Raigarh. 

40. Ghasia: In the districts of Datia, Tikamgarh, 
Chhatarpur, Panna, S~tna, Rewa, Sidhi.and Shahdol. 

41 • 
42. 

43\1 

4
. ~ 
't• 

45· 

46. 

Haliya: In the Balaghat district. 
Kanjar: In the districts of Bhind, Gird, ~iorena, 
Shivpuri, Guna, Rajgarh, Shajapur, Ujjain, Ratlam,. · 
Mandsaur, Vidisha (Bhilsa), Indore, De"ras, Dhar, 
Jhabua, Himar (M.B.) Raisen and Sehore. · · · 
Katia or Patharia: In Balaghat, Betul, Bilaspur, Durg, 
Nimar, Rajpur, Bastart Surguja and Raigarh districts; 
in Hoshangabad and Seoni-r~alwa tahsils of Hoshangabad 
district; in Chhind,.rara district and in Sagar district. 
Khangar, Kanera or Hirdha: In Sagar and Damoh districts, 
and in Hashang;abad and Seoni-Malwa tahsils of 
Hashangabad district. 
Khatik: In the districts of Bhind, Gird, Harena, 
Shivpuri, ~~a, Rajgarh, Shajapur, Ujjain, Ratlam, 
Handsaur, Vidisha (Bhilsa), Indore, Dewas, Dhar, 
Jhabua, Nimar Ul.B.) Raisen and Sehore. 
Khatik, Chikwa or Chikvi: In the districts of Chhindwara, 
Seoni, Betul, Jabalpur, Sagar, Damoh, l-!a.ndla, 
H?sheng~bad, Narsi::.:hapur, Uimar, Balaghat, R?.ipur, 
B1l~spur, Durg, Bastar, Surguja and Raigarh • 

• 
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4 7. Koli or Kori: In the districts of Bhind, Gird, ~'lorene., 
Shiv:puri, Gune., Rajgarh, Shajapur, Uj jain1 Ratlan, 
f:L.-=t.nc!saur, Vidisha ( Bhilsa), Indore, Deuas, Dhar 1 

Jhabua and Nimar (Ivi.B A) 

48. Koli or Ka.tia: In the districts of Raisen and Sel:srr~ .. 

49. Kori:· In Chhind;vara, Seoni, Betul, Js.balpur.l N::.rs~.:',·,,~~.-' 1 
Sagar, Damoh, Handla, Nimar, Balaghat', Rai.pur, Durc::· 1 

Be.star, Surguja and Raigarh districts 1 Emd j.::.. 
Hosha..'lgaba.d district except Hard.2. and. 8ohe.gpur tc.l:3i1s 
thereof. 

50. Kotwal: In the districts of Bhind, Gird~ I·~Cl·ena, 
Shivpuri, Guna; Rajgarh, Shajapur, Ujjainy Ratlam 1 

Iv!andsaur, Vidisha (Bhilsa), Indore, Dew:1.s, Dhar, 
Jhabua and lJimar (rLB.) · · 

51. Kuchb:?.ndhia: In the districts of Datia, Tikarng~.rh, 
Chhatarpur, Panna, Satna, Rewa, Sidhi and Sha!:ldol., 

52. Kumhar: In the districts of Datia, Tikamgarh, 
Chhatarpur, Panna, Satna, Rewa, Sidhi and Shahdol. 

53· Madgi: In Balaghat district. 

54. Mahar: In the districts of Bhind, Gird, r1orena, 
Shivpuri, Guna, Raigarh, Shajapur, Ujjain, Ratlam, 
r1andsaur, Vidisha (Bhilsa), Indore, Dewas, Dhar, 
Jhabua and Nimar (r.i.B.) . 

55. Mahar or !1ehra: In Chhindwara, Seoni, Betul, Jabalpur, 
Narsimhapur, Sagar, Damoh, Mandla, Nimar, Balaghat, 
Raipur, Bilaspur, Durg, Bastar, Surguja and Raigarh 
district except Harda and Sohagpur tahsils thereof. 

56. Mang: In the districts of Raisen and Sehore. 

57. rfung or I1ang Garodi: In the districts of Bhind, Gird, 
Norena, Shivpuri, Guna, Raigarh Shajapu.r, Ujjain, 
Ro.tlam, IJiandsaur, Vidisha (Bhilsa), Indore, Dewas, 
Dhe.r, Jhabua and Hi!!lar (M.B.) . 

58. l·Iang, Dankhni-i-1ang, ~lang Mahashi, Mang-Garudit ~1adari, 
Garudi or Radhe-IVIang: In the districts of ChhindvTara, 
Seoni, Betul, Jabalpur, Sagar, Damoh, l·Tandla, 
Hosh~~gabad, Narsimhapur, Nimar, Balaghat~ Raipur, 
Bilaspur, Durg, Bastar, Surguja and Raigarh. 

59. I•Ieghwal: In the districts of Bhind, Gird, Norena, 
Shi\~uri, Guna, Rajgarh, Shajapur, Ujjain, Ratlam, 
Nandsaur, Vidish3. l BhilsR.), LYJ.dore, Dew·as, Dhar, Jhabua 
and Ia1:1ar (H. B • ) 

60. Mehar: In the districts of Raisen and Sehore. 

61 :t }rehtar or Bhangi: In the districts of Chhindwara, Seoni, 
Betul, Jabalpur, Sggar, Damoh, r.landla, Hoshangabad, 
~hrsimhapur, lUnar, Balaghat, Raipur, Bilaspur, Durg,. 
Bastar, Surguja, Rafgarh, Raisen end Sehore. , 
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62. Hehtc.r, Bhangi or Dh1:1.nuk; 63·~ Hoghia; 64. l·hskhan: In 
the districts of Datia, Tikamgarh, Cr.a.ha.t2.rpur, Pa.."lna, 
Satna, Rewa, Si~~i and Shahdol. · ' 

67. 

68. 
69. 

70. 
71 • 

72. 
73· 

Nat, Kalbelia or Sapera; 66, Pardhi: In the dist~icts 
of Bhind, Gird, Morena, Shivpuri, C-una, R?.igs.rh, . 
Shajapur, Uj jain, Ra tlan, fJ.andsaur, ViC.ishc~ (B~:il:sr:.), 
Indore, De..,.ras, Dha.r, to'fbabua and Nim8.r q1.B.) 

Pasi: In the districts of Bhind, Gird, l·1ort.ma, Shi-:rpur:., 
Guna, Rajgarh, Shajapur, Ujjain, Ratlarn,, rW.ndsaur, . 
Vidisha { Bhilsa), Indore, Dewas, Dhar, Jhabua, lamar 
(ri.B.) Da.tia, Tikangarh, Chhatarpur,· Panna, Satna, 
Rewa, Sidhi, Shahdol, Raisen and Sehore. 

Ruj jhar: .In Sohagpur tahsil, of Hoshangabad ·district. 

Sansi: In the districts of Bhind, Gird, r:Iorena, 
Shivpuri, ~1a, Ra~garh, Shajapur, Ujjain, Ratlam; 
l·iandsaur, Vidisha \ Bhilsa), Indore, Dewas, Dhar, 
Jhabua, Nimar O·l.B.) Chhindivara, Seoni, Betul, · · 
Jabalpur, Sagar, Damoh, Mandla, Hoshangabad, Narsiinhapur, 
Nimar, Balaghat, Raipur, Bilaspur, Durg:, :Bastar,· 
Surguja. and Raigarh. · 

Sansia:· In the districts of Raisen and Sehore~:· 
Sansia or Bedia: In the districts of Datia, Tikamgarh, 
Chhatarpur, Panna, Satna, Rewa, Sidhi and Shahdol. 

Silawa t: In the districts of Raisen and S.ehore. · :. · 

-~nmral: In the districts of Bhind, Gird,. Morena, 
bhivpuri, Guna, Ra igarh, Shajapur,. Uj jain, Ratlam, 
!·hndsaur, Vidisha ( Bhilsa), L11dore, Dewa.s, Dhar, 
Jhabua and Nirnar (ri.B.) · . . . · 

1 • l ... di Lndhra; 2. i ... di Drnvida; 3. l.~.di Karna taka; 4. l1.j ila; 
5, k.runthathiy!-lr: Throughout the State except Kanya 
Kum~ri district and Shencottah taluk of Tirunelveli 
district. 

6. li.yyanavar: In Kanyakumari district and Shencottah taluk 
of Tirunelveli district. . · _ 

1. Baira; 8. Bakuda; 9. Bandi; 10. Bellara: Throughout 
the State except 1anyakumari district and Shencottah 
taluk of Tirunelveli district. · 

11. Bharatar: In Kanyakumari district and Shencottah taluk 
of TinL'I'lelveli district. 

12~ Chakkiliyan: Throughout the State. 

13. Chalavqdi; 14. Cha~ar or liuchi; 15. Chandala; 16. Cher
um:::.n; 17. Devendrqkulathan; 18. Dom, Dornbara, l?aidi 
or Pano: Throughout the State except Kanyakumari 
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district D.nd Shencottah taluk of Tiru.."lelveli district. 
19. Dol:lban: In Kanyaku:nari district and Shencottah t2.lu~~ 

of Tirunelveli district. 
20. Godqgali; 21. Godda; 22. Gosangi; 23. Holeya; 24. J2.ggP.li; 

25. J~bu~~lu; 26, Kadalyan: Throughout the State ex~ept 
Kanyaku:nari district and s:1encottah taluk of 
Tirunelveli district. 

27. Kakkalan: In Kanynk'J.mari G.istrict c>nd Shencott~J: ts1: .. ::..: 
of Tiru..~elveli district. 

28. Kalladi: Throughout the St::>.te except KanycJm.::.ari 
. district ?..nd Shencottc.h t~uk of Tirunel veli distriGt. 

29. Kanakk?n or P:?.J8.nna: In the Nilgiri district, 
30. Karirnpalan: Throughout t:1e G"ta te except Kanye.ku.I!lnri 

district and Shencottah tnluk of Tirunelveli district. 
31. Kavara: In Kanyakumari district and Shencottah taluk 

of Tiru.."lelveli district. 
32. Koliyan: In Ta.njore district. 
33. Koosa: Throughout the State. except Kanyakumari district 

and Shencottah taluk of Tirunelveli district. 
34. Kootan (Koodan): In Kanyakumari district a"ld Shencottah 

taluk of Tirunelveli district. 
35. Zudumban: Throughout the State except Kanyakumari 

district andShencottah taluk of Tirunelveli district. 
36. Kuravan, Sidhanar: Throughout the State. 
37. Ha.dari; 38. l'hdiga; 39. r.Iaila; 40. Mala: Throughout 

the State except Kanyakumari district and Shencottah 
t~luk of Tirunelveli district. 

41 • H~n[tn: In Kf'.ny1.ku.~:-tri district and Shencottah tnluk 
of Tirunelveli district. -·' 

42. r.I~.vilP.!l; 43. Hoger; 44. Nm1d~ln; 45, lhlnkeyr.va: 
Throughout the St'"'..te except K2.nyakuoari district ?.nd 
Shencott~.h tnluk of Tirunelveli district. 

46. Nr.y1.Ji: Throughout the St:-'..te. 
47. P~dnnnen: In Kany~kunqri district qnd Shencottnh taluk 

of Tirunelvcli district. 
48. Pa~d~i: Throughout the State except KQnyakumnri . 

district ~nd Shencottah taluk of Tirunelveli district6 

49. P~ll~~= Throughout the Stnte. 
50. :Pnlluv1.n: L"l L,nyakU!!J.ari district '3.nd Shencottr.h t~luk 

of Tir~elveli district. 
51. P:.nb~.da: Thrcugnout the St~te except K8.ny.,_kUI:J.~.ri 

c!ist::-ict ?..nd S~encot t.'='.h tr>.luk of TirunelYeli district. 
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52. l?t?.nr.n: In It-.my2..kurlari district 2.L.d Shencottah talu.k of 
Tirunelveli district. 

53. Pnnch1.:.1~: Throughout the State except Ka.nya:c-Jl!l~ri 
district ~d Shencottah tPl~ of Tirunelveli distri~~. 

54. Pel:n?.di: In Coir::lb~tcre rnd Sale:::1 C:istricts. · 

t ~ ,............. tT- , • 55 • P~.nnir.ndi: Through ou t.L.:e u ~~~ "e exc et: .!i.."'.nyr.~~r~ 
district :?.nd Shencott~"">h t'J.luk of TirU!lelveli distric4;, .. 

56. P~r~iy~n, P~rayrn {S~b~v~r): Throughout tha State. 

57. Pc.r~.vrm; 58. P~J~hiy!m; 59. Peruriann::m; 60., Pu.l?..y::m or 
Cb err>.r.:;:::.r: In Ka."lJ!:>.ku.;nflri district A.Ild Sj,cncott~h tr~luk 
of Tirunelveli district. 

61. Puthirai V~~2n; 62. Raney3r; 63. Snmagara; 64. Sqmbrn; 
65. Sr:.pari; 66. Se!:li:l?Ln: Throughout the St:: .. te except 
K!lnyak'.xl'"'.ri district a.'ld Shencottah tcl.uk of 
Tirunel veli district. ·· · 

67. Thandan: In K~~yakQcari district and.Shencottah taluk 
of Tirunel veli district. 1 " 

68. Thoti; 69. Tiruvalluvar: Throughout the State exoept 
Kany~kumari district ?~d Shencottah taluk of :Tirunelveli 
district. 

70. Ull~.dan; 71. iJraly; 72. Vallon: In Kanyak:u~oari ... 
district ~d Shencottnh taluk of Tirunelveli district. 

73. Valluvan: Throughout the State. 

7 4. V~nn?..n : In K.:wya.kum:1ri district and Shencottah taluk 
of Tirunelveli diutrict. . · · · · 

75. Vntbiriya.l'l: In Coimbatcre and S2.lem districts. 

76. 1elqn; 77. Vetan: In Kanyakumari district and 
Shencottnh t~luk of Tirunelveli district. 

78. lettiy~l'l: L~ T~njore district. 

79. Vettuvan: In I:eny:::\kv..!!lnri district and Shencottah ·taluk 
of Tirunelveli district. 

1. Lger: Throughout the State except the districts of 
Bu2.dhana, ~ola, l.JJ.ra.v:lti, Yeotmal, vlardha, lfagpur, 
?hnnd"'.ra, Cn~.nd.a, Lur:?.ngab3.d, Parbhani, Nanded, Bhir, 
Osmo .. n:1.bad and Raj pur?.. . 

2. ~.n "'.:::.lUk; 3 e :~ay {liala); 3. t.:nra r.iala: In the districts 
o:' :;.ur?.ngabad, PJ.rbhani, Handed, Rajura, Bhir ?.nd 
Os::t"!nabad. 

5. ~~h~a cr Bnhana: rn· the districts of Buld~~a, Lkcla 
l.r.lr:lvati, Yeotcal, ~!ardha, Nagpur, Bhe.ndara r..nd Ch~nda. 
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6. B~ked or Bant: Throughout the State except the 
districts of Buldhrml?., l.Jroln, 1Jnr.~.vati, Yeot:n?.l, 
U ardhP,, Ihgpur, Bhr.nder.~, Chanda, ~~ur2.ngabad, 
P~r bh&"'li, n ~.nd ed, Bhir, Osrea..."la bad and Ra jura. 

7. B8.lr..hi or Baled; 8. Bas or, Burud, Buns or or Br:.n.sodi: 
In the d;i.stricts of Buldhrma, l.kol1-, l.mrrtYa ti, Yeot::".~l, 
¥lardha, liagpur, Bhandarr., and Chandq. 

9. Beda. (Budg!l) J~.ngara: In the districts of L.ur".ngc.bad, 
Parbhani, lJo.nde<i, R~.jura, Bhir and Osmanabad .. 

10. Bednr: In the districts of tkolJ., i..mravati rtnd Buldh~ona., 

11. Bhar:bi, Bhambhi, J .. s:-.daru, Asodi., Chamadia, ChA.war, 
Chambhur, Chamgnr, Haralnyya, Harali, Khalpn, Machigar, 
Mo chi gar, Ha,lr"r, Iviacl ig, r<Io chi,· Tel ugu J:1o chi, Kame. t i 
11ochi, Re.nigar, Rohidas, Rohit or Samgar; 12. Bhangi, 
Hehtar, Olgr:ma, Rukhi, Malkan~., Halalkhor, Lalbegi, 

, Balmiki, Korar or Zadmg,).li: Throughout the State except 
the districts of Buldhana, l.Jcola, .h.mravati, Yeotmal, 
Wardha, Nagpur, Bhandara, Chanda, ~urangabad, Parbhani, 
Nanded, Bhir, Osman~bad and Rajura. · 

13. Bindla; 14. Byagara: In the districts of Aurangabad, 
Parbhani, Nanded, Rajura, Bhir and Osmanabad. · 

15, Chadar: In the district of Bhandara. · 

16. Chalvadi: In the districts of Aurangabad, Parbhani, 
Nanded, Rc~jura, Bhir r~d Osmanabad. 

17. Chalvadi or Char~ayya: Throughout the State except the 
districts of Buldhana, bkola, l~ravati, YeotQal, vlardha, 
l~agpur, Bhe.ndarl:'., Chanda, L.ure.ngabad, Parbhani, Nanded, 
Bhir, Os~~nabad and Rajura, 

18. Chnmar, Chanari, 11o chi, Non a, Rohidas Ramnani, Sa tnami, 
Suryabanshi or Surjyaramnami: In the districts of 
Buldhr.na, l.Jrola, iJnravati, Yeotmal, \Jardha, Nagpur, 
Bh~ndara, and Chanda, 

19. Chanbhar: In the districts of L.urangg,bad, Parbhani, 
Nanded, Rajura, Bhir, P.nd Osmanabad. 

20. Chenna Dasar or Holt:>.ya Dasar: Throughout the State 
except the districts of Buldhana, L.kola, L.mre.vati, 
Yeotw3.l, ~{arclh~:~., Nagpur, Bha.ndara, Chanda, Aurangabad, 
Pr.::, t:1~:..l, !~-::.n.J.·3J, E~1ir, Osrmnabad and R3.jura. 

21 • lb.1"'~~r. :. ( D·::>klc::.l'-,'8:'); 22. Dhor: In the districts of 

23. 
1 .. ur'l.ns3·oad, J:>arb~~ani, Nanded, Rajura, Bhir and Osmanabad. 

!);~, .. '": ~(a~rlr:-.r.:ra c:r· Ke...'lkayya: Throughout the State except 
tl .. -~ t1.:.~ ~:-ic·~s of B'J.ldha_'la, 1-Jr:ola., Lnravati, Yeotmal, 
\'!:l':"'l!la, :~c:.gpur, Bh2,ndara, Chanda, L.urangabad, Parbhe.ni, 
1L.~H1.::d, Bhir, Os:w::>...."1e.bad and Rajura. 

Dcr.ur; 25. Do::1 or DJDRr: In the districts of Buldhana, 
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:..kolr., l..mravati, Yeotmal, 1·lardha, lfagpur, Bhandara 
and Ch~..nda. 

26. Ellamab1ar (Yellamz::.alavT&"ldlu): In the districts of 
Aurangabad, Parbhani, Handed, Rajura, Bhir 2.lld.Os:!lana':JaC.. 

21. Ganda or Gandi: In the districts of ~ildhana, kkc:~, 
Amravati, Yeotmal, ~lardha, l:agp·llr, Bha.'"ldara and Cllar.:ir. 

28. C~roda or Garo: Throughout the State except the distric~s 
of Buldhana, Akola, Amravati, Yeotmal, Wardha, Nag~~~, 
Bhandara, Chanda, Auranga.bad, Parbhani, Nanded, Bhir, 
Osma.'"labad and Raj~ra. 

29. Ghasi or Ghasia: In the districts of ~ildhana, Akola, 
Junravati, Yeotmal, Wardha, Nagpur, Bhandar~ and Chanda. 

30. Halleer; 31. Halsar, Haslar, Hulasvar or Halasvar;· 
32. Holar or Valhar; 33. Holaya or Holer: Throughout 
the State except the districts of Buldhana, '!kola, 
Amravati, Yeotmal, Wardha, Nagpur, Bhandara, Chanda, 
Aurangabad, Parbhani, Nanded, Bhir, Osmanabad and Rajura. 

34. Holeya; 35. Holeya Dasari: In the districts of 
Aurangabad, Parbhani, Uanded, · Rajura,. Bhir and Osmanabad. 

36. Holiya: In the district of Bhandara·.· 
37. Kaikadi; 38. Katia or Patharia: In the districts of 

Buldhana, Akola, Amravati, Yeotmal, Wardha, Nagpur, . 
Bhandara and Chanda. · · · 

39. Khangar, Kanera or I1irdha: In the districts of 
Bhandar and Buldhana. 

40. Khatik, Chikwar or Chikvi: In the districts of Buldhana, 
Akola, Amravati, Yeotmal, Wardha, Nagpur, Bhandara and 
Chanda. : · · 

41. Kolupulvandlu: In the districts of'Aurangabad, 
Parbhani, Nanded, Rajura, Bhir and Osmanabad. 

42. Kori: In the districts of imravati, Bhandara and 
:Buldhana. 

43. Lingader: Throughout the State except the district of 
:Buldhana, Akola, Amravati, Yeotmal, Wardha, Nagpur, 
Bhandara, Chanda, Aurangabad, Parbhani, Nanded, Bhir, 
Osmanabad and Rajura. · . 

44. }hdgi: In the districts of Buldhana, bkola, Amravati, 
Yeotcal, Wardha, Nagpur, Bhandara and Chanda. . 

45. Nadiga; 46. }lahar: In the district of .la.urangabad, 
Parbhani, Nanded, Rajura, Bhir and Osmanabad. 

4 7. Nahar or Hehra: In the districts of Buldhana, .Akola, 
~avati, Yeot1:1al, Uardha, Nagpur, Bhandara and Chanda. 

48. !•~ahar, Taral or Dhegu I1egu; 49. Hahyavanshi, Dhed, 
• 
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Vankar or }furu Vankar: Throughout the State except the 
districts of Buldhana, Akola, Amravati, Yeotmal, Uardha, 
Uagpur, Bhand::~.ra, Chanda, Aura..'"lgabad; Parbhani, Handed, 
Bhir, Csmanabad and Rajura. · 

50. Hala; 51. Hala Dasari; 52. Hala Rannai\ 53. Nalaje.ng!lm; 
54. lr!ala· Hasti; 55. ~Iala Sale (XetkaniJ; 56. Ea.la ' 
Sanyasi; 57. Hang: In the districts of Aurar,.g2.b~ .. i, 
Parbhani, Nanded, Rajura, Bhir and Osmanabad. 

58. Hang, I1atang, or £Unimadig: Throughout the State e~~cept 
the districts of Buldhana, Akola, Anravati, Yeotmal, 
Wardha, I~agpur, Bhandara, Chanda, Aurangabad, Par'.Jhani, 
Nanded, Bhir, Osmanabad a.11d Rajura. · · 

59. Hang, Da.nkhni-Nang, Hang l·fahashi, Nang-Gerudi, Hadari, 
Garudi or Radhe Nang: In the districts· of Buldhane., 
J.kola, Amravati, Yeotmal, ~lardha, £Iagpur, Bhandara 
and Chanda. 

60. l-Wl.g Garodi: rn· the districts· of Aurangabad, Parbhani, 
Nanded, Rajura, Bhir and Osmanabad. . . 

61. ~~g-Garudi: Throughout the State except the districts 
of Buldhana, Akola, Amravati, Yeotmal, 1:/ardha, Nagpur, 

· Bhandara, Chanda, Aurangabad, Parbhani, Nanded, Bhir; 
Osman a. bad and Rajura. . · 

62. Nanne; 63. l'Iashti: In the districts of Aurangabad, 
Parbhani, Nanded, Rajura, Bhir and Osmanabad •. 

64. Meghval· or }fenghvar: Throughout the· State except the 
districts of Buldbana, Akola, Amravati, Yeotmal, Wardha, 
Nagpur, Bhandara, Chanda, Aurangabad, Parbhani, Nanded, 
Etir, Os~anabad and Rajura. 

65. l!eh.tar: In the districts of Aurangabad, Parbhani, 
Kanded, ~ajura, Bhir and Osmanabad. · 

66. !Iehtar or Bhangi: L~ the districts of Buldhana, Akola, 
irnravati, Yeotx:::al, ·;lardha, Hagpur; Bhandara and Chanda. 

67. r.Iitca Ayyalvar; 68. Hochi: In the districts of 
Aurangabad, Parbhani, Nanded, Rajura, Bhir and Osmanabad. 

69. Hukri; 70. I;adia or Hadi; 71. Pasi: Throughout the· State 
except 'the.districts of Buldhana, .\kola, Amravati, 
Yeotmal, Uardha, U?.gpur, Bhandara, Chanda, Aurangabad, 
P~rbhani, Nanded, Bhir, Osmanabad and Rajura. 

72. Samagara: In the districts of ~urangabad, Parbhani~ 
lTanded, Rajura, Bhir and Osmanabad. 

73. Sa~si: In the districts of Buldhana, Akola, Amravati, 
Yeotr:1al, Ward11a, l!agpur, Bhandara and Chanda. 

74. Sh~va, Che~va, Sedma or Ravat: Throughout the State 
except the districts of Buldhaca, Akola, Amravati, 
Yectmal, ':lardha, Hagp"..r, Bhandara, Chanda, L.urangabad, 
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Parbhani, Nanded, Bhir, Osmanabad and Rajura. 
75. Sindhollu ( Chindollu): In the districts of .k.ura::lesbr.:C., 

Parbha.ni, Nanded, Rajura, Bhir and Osmanabad. . 
76. Tirgar or Tirbanada; 77. Turi: Throughout the Sta~e 

except the districts of Buldh£~.na, llola, b.mravat~. 
Yeotmal, vlardha, Nagpur, Bhandara, Chanda, l .. urn.ngatc'i, 
Parbhani, Nanded, Bhir, Osmanabad and Rajura. 

Karr..ataka 

1. Adi !ndhra: Throughout the State except Coorg, Belgaum, 
Bijapur, Dharwar, Kanara, Gulbarga, Raichur and Bidar 
districts. · · 

2. Adi Dravida: Throughout the State except Belgaum, 
Bijapur, Dharwar, Kanara, Gulbarga, Raichur and Bidar 
districts. 

3. Adi Karnataka: Throughout the State except;BelgaUm., 
Bijapur, Dharwar, Kanara, Gulbarga, Raichur and Bidar 
districts. 

4 • l1.diya: In Coorg district. 
5. l1ger: In the districts of Belgaum, Bijapur, Dhaniar 

and Kanara. 
6. 1jila: In South Kanara district and Kollegal taluk 

of ~~ysore district. . 
7. l~amuk; 8. 1rya (Mala): In the districts of Gulbarga, 

Bidar and Raichur. 
9. ~runthathiyar: In Sou.th Kanara district an·d Kollegal 

taluk of ~zysore district. 
1 0, l.a.rwa Hala: In the districts of Gulbarga, Bidar and 

Raichur.. · . 

11. Baira: In South Kanara district and Kollegal taluk of 
r!ysore district. 

12. Bakad or Bant: In the districts of Belgaum, Bijapur, 
Dharwar and Kanara. 

13. Bakuda: In South Kanara district and Kollegal taluk 
of Mysore district. 

14. Ealagai: In Coorg district. 
15. Bandi: In South Kanara district·and Kollegal taluk of 

Hysore district. 
16. Banjara or Lambani: Throughout the State except Coorg, 

Belgaum, Bijapur, Dharwar, Kanara, South Kanara, 
Gulbarga, Raichur and Bidar districts and Kollegal 
taluk of Hysore district. 

17. Bathada: In South Kanara district • • 
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18. Eeda (Budga) Jangam: In the districts of ~ilbarga, 
.Bidar and P~ichur. 

19. Bellara: In South Kanara district and Kollegal talu~ 
of Hysore district. · 

20. Bha~bi, Bha.mbhi, L.sadaru, l.~.sodi, Chamadia, Chs.cr.r, 
Char:1bhar, ChD.mgar, Haralayya, Harali, Khal-pa, T~cc\~ .. :;.:.: ... 
1-!ochiga.r, Nadar, Hadig, Machi, Telegu, i-1oc~1i) Kr.:::a: ·~ 
l1ochi Ranigar, Rohidas, Rohi t or S<:.mga .. q 21 .. Bh:.1:f:~..L; 
l1ehtar, Clg::.na, Rukhi, Halkhana, IIRlalkhor, Lalbegi; 
Baliki, Korar or Zadmalli: In the districts of Eelgaum, 
Bijapur, Dharwar and Kanara. 

22. Bhovi: Throughout the State except Coorg, Belgaum, 
Bijapur, Dharwar, Kanara, South Kanara, Gulbarga, 
Raichur and Bidar 4istricts and Kollegal taluk of 
~·!ysore district. 

23. Bindla; 24. Byagara: In the districts'of Gulbarga, 
Bidar and Raichur. 

25. Chakkiliyan; 26. Chalavadi: In South Kanara district 
and Kollegal taluk of ~~sore district. 

27. Chalvadi: In the districts of Gulbarga, Bidar and 
Raichur. 

28. Chalvadi or Ch~~nayya: In the districts of Belgaum, 
Bijapur, Dharwar and Kanara. 

29. Chamar or Nuchi: In South Kanara district and Kollegal 
taluk of Mysore district. · 

30. Chambhar: In the districts of Gulbarga, Bidar and Raichur, 
;1. Cha~dala: L~ South Kanara district and Kollegal taluk 

of Hysore district. 
32. Chenna Dasar or Holaya Dasar: In the districts of 

Belgaum, Bijapur, Dharwar and Kanara. 
33~ Cheruman: In South Kanara district and Kollegal taluk 

of I1ysore district. 
34. Da.~kal (Dolrkalwar): In the districts of Gulbarga, Bidar 

c.:c.d Ra.ichur. 
35. Dakko.liga.: Throughout the State except Coorg, Belgaum, 

Bijapur, Dharwar, Kanara, South Kanara, Gv~barga, · 
Raichur and Bid~r districts ~d Kollegal taluk of 
Eysore district. 

36. Devendrnkulathan: In South Kanara district and Kollegal 
taluk of Hysore district. 

37. Dhor: In the districts of Gulbarga, Bidar and Raichur. 
38. Dhor, KakkaTJa or Kankayya: In the districts of Belgauc, 

Bijapur, D~rwar and Kanara. 
(. 
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40. 

41 .. 
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Dam, Donbara, Paidi or Pano: In South Kanara district 
and Kollegal taluk of Hysore district. . . 
Ellamalwar (Yella:rn.malm·randlu): In the· districts of 
Gulbarga, Bidar and Raichur. 
Ganti Chores: Throughout the State except .Coorg, 
Belgaum, Bijapur, Dha~iar, Kanara, South Kanara, 
Gulbarga, Raichur and Bidar districts and Kollegal 
tal1lk of riysore district. 

42. Garoda or Garo: In the districts of Belgaum, Bijapur, 

43· 

46. 

48. 

49. 
50. 

52. 

53. 

54. 

59. 

60 .. 

61 • 

62. 

Dharwar and Kanara. · 
Godage.li; 44. GQdda; 45. Gosa.""lgi: In South Kanara 
district o.r.d Kollegal talu.k of ~Iysore district. 
Halleer; 47. Halsar, Haslar, Hulasvar or Halasvar: L~ 
the districts of Belgaum, Bijapur, Dharwar and Kariara. 

Handi Jogis: Throughout the State except Coorg, Belgaum, 
Bijapur, Dhanrar, Kanara, South Kanara, Gulbarga, 
Raichur and Bidar districts and Kolle gal taluk of .. 
Mysore district. 
Hasla: In South Kanara district. . ' 

Holar or Valhar; 51. Holaya or Haler: In the districts 
of Belgaum, Bijapur, DharNar and Kanara. 
Holeya: In the districts of Gulbarga, Bidar and Raichur, 
in South Kanara district and Kollegal taluk of ~-sore 
district and L""l Coorg district. · · 
Holeya Dasari: In the districts of Gulbarga, Bidar and 
Raichur. · 
Jaggali; 55. Jambuvulu; 56. Kadaiyan; 57. Kalladi; 
58. Karimpal&~: In South Kanara.district and Kollegal 
taluk of Mysore district. 
Kepmaris: Throughout the State except Coorg, Belgaum, 
Bijapur, Dharwar, Kanara, South Kanara, Gulbarga, 
Raichur, and Bidar districts and Kollegal taluk of 
~1ysore district. · . 
Kolupulvandlu: In the districts of Gulbarga, Bidar and 
Raichur. · 

Koosa: In South Kanara district and Kollegal taluk of 
Hysore district. · . 

Koracha; 63. Korama: Throughout the State except Coorg, 
Belgaum, Bijapur, Dhan1ar, Kanara, South Kanara, 
G~lbarga, RQichur and Bidar districts and Kollegal 
t::t.luk of Nysore district. 

64. Kotegar or Hetri: In Kanara district. 
65. Kud~ban; 66. Kuravan: In South Kanara district and 

Kollegal taluk of Mysore district. 
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67. Lingader: In the districts of Belgaum, Bijapur, 
Dhan'1ar and Z:?..na.ra. 

68. ~lachala: Throughout the St3.te except Coorg, Belg~tl!r:, 
Bijapur, Dharw1r, KP..nara, South Kanara, Gt::.lbr.r._?,~, 
Raichur and Bidar districts ?.nd Kollegal taluk of 
~lysore district. 

69. Hadari: In South Kanara district and Zolleg:.l t:::-.1,1':.: c:.:· 
l1ysore district. 

70. I1adiga: In the districts of Gulbarga, Bidar and RJ.ichur 1 
in South Kanara district and Kollegal taluk of r.~yaore 
district s.nd:.in Coorg district. 

71. Hahar: In the districts of Gulbarga, Bidar and Raichur .. 
72. Hahar, ~a.ral or Dhegu HegJ.: In the districts of Belg!:~'lill, 

Bijapur, Dhar~ar and Kanara. 

7'3. Mahyavanshi, Dhed, Vankar or I,faru Vankar: In the 
districts of Belgaum, Bijapur, Dharvrar and Kanara. 

74. Maila: In South Kanara district ~~d Kollegal taluk of 
r.!ysore district. 

75. Mala: In the districts of Gulbarga, Bidar and Raichur 
and in South Kanara district and Kollegal taluk of 
.Hysore district. 

76. llala D3.sari; 77. ~tala Hannai; 78. lfu.la Jangam; 79. X·iala 
Masti; 80. l~la Sale (Netkani); 81. Mala Sanyasi; 
82. Mang: In the districts of Gulbarga, Bidar and 
Raichur. 

83. fvl::.ng, I1atang or Minimadig: In the districts of Belgaum, 
3i j a pur, Dharwar and Ka..."lara.. 

84. I1ang Garodi: L11 the districts of Gulbarga, Bidar and 
Raichur. 

85. l·!a.11g Garudi: In the districts of Belgaum, Bijapur, 
Dhar""V:ar and Kfl...."lara. 

86. I12.nne; 87. }Ta.shti: In the districts of Gulbarga, Bidar 
and :aaichur. 

88. ~-hvila:J.: In Scuth Kanara district and Kollegal taluk 
of Nysore district. 

89. l{eghval or r.!enghvar: In the districts of Belgo.um, 
Bijapur, Dharwar and Kanara. 

90. l!ehtar; 91. ~Iitha L.yye..lvar: In the districts of 
~~lb2rg~, Bidar and P~ichur. 

92. liochi: Throughout the State except Coorg, Belga.u.-n, 
Bijapur, Dh~~r, Kanara, South Kanara &~d Kollegal 
taluJ~ of Hysore district. 

93. I:oger: b South Kanara district and Kollegal taluk of 
llysore district. 
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94. r~uchi: In Coorg district. 
95. l1u.nda.la: In SouJch Kanara district and Kollegal tal':1!: 

of :rysore district and in Coorg district. 
~ 96. 1•!ukri; 97. Nadia or Hadi: In the districts 'of Ee:~: ... :.:-:1, 

Bijapur, Dharwar and Kanara. 
98. Nalakeyava: L~ South Kanara district and Kolleb~l 

tP..luk of r-1ysore district. 
99. Nalkadayg.: In South Kanara district. 

1 oo. !Jayadi; 1 01• Pag?.d~.i: In South Kanara district and 
Kollegal taluk of Hysore district •. 

102. Pale: In Cocrg district. 
1 03. PallRn; 104. Panb.3.da: In South Kanara district and 

Kollegal taluk of Hysore district. 
105, Panchama: In South Kc.1.nara district an·d Kollegal taluk 

of Mysore district and in Coorg district. · 
106. Pannadi: In Kollegal taluk of r~Jysore district. 
107. Panniandi; 108. Paraiyan: In South Kanara district 

and Kollegal taluk of Nysor:c district. 
109. Paravan: In South Kanara district, 
110, Pe.raya: In Coorg district. 
111. Pesi: In the district of Bclgaum, Bijapur, Dha~ar 

and K::mara. 
112. Puthirai Vannan; 113. Raneyar: In South Kanara distric· 

£'.nd Kolle gal taluk of !1ysore district. 
114. Sam8gara: In the districts of Gulbarga, Bidar, Raichur. 

South K&~ara ~~d in Kollegal taluk of Mysore district 
and Coorg district. 

115. Sc>.mban; 116. S?.pari; 117. Semman: In South Kanara 
district and Kollega.l taluk of I1ysore district. 

118. Shenv~, Chenva, Sedma or.Ravat: In the districts of 
Belg2um, Bijapur, Dharwar and Kanara. 

119. Sillekyathas: Throughout the State except Coorg, 
Bclgaum, Dharwar, Kanara, South Kanara, G~barga, 
Bijapur, Raichur and Bidar districts and Kollegal 
taluk of Hysore district. 

120. Sindhollu (ChL!dollu): In the districts of ~~lbarga, 
Bidar Rnd Raichur. 

121. Sudug~du Siddha: Throughout the State except Coorg, 
Belg2um, Dh~~ier, Bijapur, K~~ara, South Kanara, 
Gulbarga, Raichur and Bidar districts and Kollegal 
t3.luk of !'Iysore district. 

122. :hoti: In South K~~ara district and Kollegal taluk of 
of !'zysore district. • 
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124. 
125. 

126. 
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Tirgar or Tirbanda: In the districts of Belgaum, 
Bijapur, Dharwar and Kanara. 
Tiruvalluvar: In South Kanara ~istrict and Kollegal 
taluk of I1vsore district. · 
Turi: In the districts of Belgaum, Bijapur, Dharwar 
and Kanara. 
Valluvan: In South Kanara district and tollegal talt~ 
of i·1ysore district. 

127. Vathiriyan: In Kollegal taluk of Hysore district. 

Orissa 

1. Adi Andhra; 2 Amant or Amat; 3 Audhelia; 4 Badaik; 
5 Bagheti or Baf5h.uti; 6 Baj ikar; 7 Bari r 8 Bariki 
9 Basor or Burud; 10; Bauri; 11 Bauti; 12 Bavuri; 
13 Bedia or Bejia; 14 Beldar; 15 Bhata; 16 Bl1oi; 
17 Chachati; 18 Chakali; 19 Chamar, Hochi, Huc;1i cr 
Satnarr.i; 20 Chandala; 21 Chandhai r1aru; 22 Cherua or 
Chhelia; 23 Dandasi; 24 De'l·iar; 25 Dhanwar; 2 6 Dho ba 
or Dhobi; 27 Dom, Dobo or Duria Dom; 28 Dosadha; 
29 Ganda; 30 Ghantarghada or Ghantra; 31 Ghasi or 
Ghasia; 32 Ghogia; 33 Ghusuria; 34 Godagali; 35 Godari; 
36 Godra; 37 Gokha; 38 Gorait or Korai; 39 Haddi, Hadi 
or Hari; 40 Irika; 41 Jaggali; 42 Kandra or Kandara; 
43 Karua; 44 Katia; 45 Kela; 46 Khadala; 47 Kodalo or 
Khodalo; 48 Kori: Throughout the State 

49. Kuli: In Sambalpur district 
50. Kummari; 51 Kurunga; 52 Laban; 53 Laheri; 54 Madari; 

55 Hadiga; 56 Mahurai; 57 Mala, Jhala, F1alo or Zala; 
58 }lang; 59 I~angan; 60 Nehra or J:.1ahar; 61 Mehtra or 
Bhangi; 62 I-1ewar; 63 Hundapotta; 64· Husahar; 65 Nagarchi 
66 N~asudra; 67 Paidi; 68 Painda; 69 Pamidi; 70 Pan 
or Pano; 71 Panchama; 72 Panika; 73 Panka; 74 Pantanti; 
75 Pap; 76 Pasi; 77 Patial, Patikar, Patratanti or 
patua; 78 Rajna; 79 Relli; 80 Sabakhia 81 Samasi; 
82 Sanei; 83 Sapati; 84 Sauntia (bantia); 85 Sidhria; 
86 Sinduria; 87 Siyal; 88 Tamadia; 89 Tauudia; 
90 Tanla; 91 Tiar or Tior; 92 Turi; 93 Ujia; 94 Valamiki 
or Valmiki; Throughout the State. 

Pun;iab 

1. Ad Dha.~i; 2 Balmiki, Chura or Bhangi; 3 Bengali; 
4 Bar~, Burar or Berar; 5 Batwal; 6 Bauria or Bawaria; 
7 Bazigar; 8 Bhanjra; 9 Chamar, Jatia Chamar, Rehgar, 
Raigar, Ramdasi or Ravidasi; 10 Chanal; 11 Dagi; 
Throughout the State. 

12. Darain: Throughout the State except the districts of 
l?atiala, Bhatinda, Hahendragarh, Kapurthala and 
So.ngrur. 
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13. Deha, Dhaya or Dhea: In the districts of Patiala, 
Bhatinda, Mahendragarh, Kppurthala and Sangrur. 

14. Dhanak: Throughout the State. 
15. Dhogri, Dhangri or Siggi: Throughout the State except 

the districts of Patiala, Bhatinda, r<lahendragarh, 
Kapurthala and Sangrur. 

16. Durnna, Hahasha or Doom; 17 Gagra; 18 Gand.l1ila or Cl<:..::d2.l 
Gondola; 19 Kabirpanthi or Julaha; 20 Khatik; 21 Ko:.:•j_ 
or Koli; 22 Marija or Narecha; 23 Ivlazhabi; 24 Negh; 
25 Hat;.26 Od; 27 Pasi; 28 Perna; 29 Pherera; 30· Sanhc.i; 
31 Sanhal; 32 0ansi Bhedkut or Hanesh:. Throughout the 
State. 

33. Sansoi: Throughout, the State except the districts 'of 
Patiala, Bhatinda, l'iahendragarh, Kapurthala and 
Sangrur. 

34. Sapela; 35 Sarera; 36 Sikligar; 37 Sirkiband; . 
Throughout the State. 

Rajasthan 

1, Adi Dharmi: Throughout the State except Ajmer district, 
Abu Road taluka of Sirohi district and Sunel Tappa of 
Jhalavla.r district. 

I' .. 

2. Ager: In Abu Road taluka of Sirohi district. 
3. Aheri: Throughout the State except Abu Road.taluka of 

Sirohi district and Sunel Tappa of Jhalawar district. 
4. Badi: Throughout the State except Ajmer district, Abu 

Road taluka of Sirohi district and Sunel Tappa of 
Jhalauar district. 

5. Bagri: Throughout the State except .Abu Road taluka of 
Sirohi district and &u1el Tappa of Jhalawar district. 

6. Bagri and Bagdi: In Sunel Tappa of Jhalawar district. 
7. ~aiHa or Berwa: Throughout the State except Ajmer · 

aistrict. .Abu Road taluka of Sirohi district and Sunel 
Tappa of Jhalav:ar district. 

s. Bcjgar: as above. 
9. Bakad or Bant: In Abu Road taluka of Sirohi district. 

10$ Balai: Throughout the State except Abu Road taluka of 
Sirohi district. 

11, Bambhi: In Ajmer district. 
12. Bw1ch~nda: In Sunel Tappa of Jhalawar district. 
13. Eansphod : In .Ajmer district. 
14. B2nsphor: Throughout the State except Ajmer district, 

Abu Road taluka of Sirohi district and Sunel Tappa 
of Jhalavrar district. • 
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15. Baori: In Ajmer district. 
16. Barahar or Basod: In &Unel Tappa of Jhalawar district~ 
17, Bargi: In Ajmer district. 
18. Bargi, Vargi or Birgi: Throughout the State except 

Ajmer district, Abu Road tal'Ll.ka of Sirohi dis·~rict 2..::d 
Sunel ~o.ppa of Jhalmmr district. 

19. Bo.rgunda: In Sunel Tappa of Jahallmr district. 
20. Bawaria: Throughout the State except Ajmer district 1 

Abu Road taluka of Sirohi district and Sunel Tanna 
of Jhal~:;'lar district. ... -

21. Bazigar: In Ajmer distr~ct. 
22. Bedia: In Sunel Tappa of Jhalawar district. 
23. Dedia or Beria: Throughout the State except ·Ajmer 

district, Abu Road taluka of Sirohi district ~~d Sunel 
Tappa of Jhalawar district. 

24. Bhambi, Bhambhi Asaduru, Asodi, Chamadia, Chamgar, 
Haralayya, Harali, Khalpa, Hachigar, Ho chi gar, i1adar, 
Madig, Telegu Machi, Kamati Mochi, Tanigar, Rohidas, 
Rohit or Samgar: In Abu Road taluka of Sirohi district. 

25. Bhand: Throughout the State except Ajmer.district, Abu 
Road taluka of Sirohi district and Sunel Tappa of 
Jhalaw·ar district. 

26. Bhangi: Throughout the State except Abu Road talQ~a of 
Siro~i district and Sunol Tappa of. Jhalawar district. 

27. Bhangi or Hehtar: In Sunel Tappa of Jhalawar district. 
28. Bhangi, l-'lehtar, Olgnna, Ru..lffiit Malkana, Halakhor, 

Lalbegi, Balmiki, Korar or Zaamalli: In Abu Road taluka 
of Uirohi district. 

29. Bhanu.mati: In Sunel Tappa of Jhalal<tar district. 
30. Bidakia: Throughout the 3tate except Abu Road taluka 

of l::>irohi district and Sunel Tappa of Jhalawar district. 
31. Bola: Throughout the dtate except Ajmer district Abu 

Road taluka of Sirohi district and Sunel Tappa of Jhala
war district. 

32. Chnlvadi or Channayya: In Abu Road taluka of Sirohi 
district. 

33. Chama.r, Jatava, Jatia r.Iochi or Regar: In Ajmer district. 
34. Ch~ar, Bairwa, Bhambi, Jatav, Machi or Regar: In 

S~el Tappa of Jhalawar district. 
35. Clul.mar, Bhambi, Jatav, Jatia, ~iochi Raidass Raigar or 

R~dasia: Throughout the State except Ajmer district, 
lbu Road taluka of Sirohi district end Sunel Tappa of 
Jhalaw·a.r district. 

36. Chandal: as above. 
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38, 
39. 

40. 
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Chenna Dasar or Holaya Dasar: In Abu Road taluka or 
Sirohi district. 
Chidar: In Sunel Tappa of Jhalmvar district, 
Chura: Throughout the State except Ajmer district, At11 
Road taluka of Sirohi district and &L~el Tappa of 
Jhalawar district. 
Dabgar: Throughout the State except Abu Road taluka of 
Sirohi district end Sunel Tappa of Jhalawar district~ 

41, Dhanak: In Ajmer district, 
42, Dhankia: Throughout the State except Ajmer district, 

Abu Road talt~a of Sirohi district and Sunel Tappa of 
Jhalawur district, 

43. Dhanuk: In Sunel Tappa of Jhalawar district, 
44. Dhed: In Ajmer district and Sunel Tappa of Jhala1'lar 

district, 
45. Dheda: Throughout the State except Ajmer district, 

,.Abu Road taluka of Sirohi distric.t and Sunel Tappa of 
Jhalawar district. · 

46. Dhabi; 47.Dholi: In Ajmer district. • • 
48, Dhor, Kakkayya, Kankayya: In Abu Road taluka of. 

Sirohi district, · 
49, Dom: In Ajmer district and Sunel Tappa of Jhalawar. 

districts. . · 
50. Dome: Throughout the State except Ajmer district,· Abu 

Road taluka of Sirohi district and Sunel Tappa of 
Jhalawar district. 

51. 
5?-. 

53. 

55, 
56. 
57. 

~('I 
.~..,. 

Gancha: In Ajmer district. 
Gandia: Throughout the State except Ajmer district, 
Abu Road, taluka of Sirohi district and Sunel Tappa 
of Jhalm'l'ar district. 
Garancha I•lehtar or Gancha·; 54· Garo, Garu.ra, or Garda: 
Throughout the State except Ajmer district, Abu Road 
taluka of Sirohi district and Sunel Tappa of Jhalawar 
district. 
Garoda: In Ajmer district. 
Garoda or Gcro: In Abu Road taluka of Sirohi district, 
Gavaria; 58 Godhi: Throughout the State except Ajmer 
district, Abu Road taluka of Sirohi district and Sunel 
Toppa of Jhalawar district. 
Halleer; 60 Halsar, Haslar, Hulasvar or Halasvar: 
In Abu Road taluka of Sirohi district, 
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61. Holar or Valhar; 62 Holaya or Haler: In Abu Road 
taluka of Sirohi district. 

63. Jingar: Throughout the State except Ajmer district, 
Abu ~oad taluka of Sirohi district and Sunel T2Dna 
of Jhala1·Tar district. --

64. Kabirpanthi: In Ajmer district. 
65. Kalbelia: Throughout the State except Abu Rocd to.l~-~~ 

of Jirolli district and Su...11el Tappa of Jhalm;c.r distric-t. 
66, Ka:nad or Kamadia: Throughout the State except Ajmer 

district, Abu Road taluka of Sirohi district and Stmel 
Tappa of Jhalawar district. 

67. K8njar: Throughout the State except Abu Road taluka 
of Sirohi district. 

68. Kapadia Sansi: Throughout the Btate except Ajmer · 
district,. Abu Road taluka of Sirohi district and ·Sunel 
Tappa_ of Jhulawar district. 

69. Khangar: Throughout the State except Abu Road taluka 
of Sirohi district and Sunel Tappa of Jhalawar district. 

70. Khatik: Throughout the State except Abu Road taluka of 
Sirohi district. 

71. Koli: In Ajmer district. 
72. Koli or Kori: Throughout the State except Ajmer dist

rict and Abu Road taluka of Sirohi district. 
73. Kooch Band: Throughout the State excep·t Ajmer district, 

Abu Road taluka of Sirohi district and Sunel Tappa of 
Jhnlaw~ district. 

74. Koria: Throughout the State except Abu Road talv~a of 
Sirohi district and Sunel Tappa of Jhalawar district, 

75. Kot,.;al: In Sunel Tappa of Jhalawar district. 
76, Kuchband: In Ajmer district. 
77. Kunjar: Throughout the State except Ajmer district. 

Abu Road taluka of Sirohi district and Sunel Tappa of 
Jho.lavtar district. 

78. Lingader: In Ab~ Road taluka of Sirohi district. 
79. I~adari or Ba.zig2.r: Throughout the State except Ajmer 

district, Abu Road tallli~a of Sirohi district and Sunel 
Tappa of Jhalawar district. 

80. Behar: In Ajmer district and Sunel Tappa of Jhalawar 
district. 

81. Nahar, Taral or Lhegu Hegu.; 82 Nahyavanshi, Dhed, 
Vr.nkar or Naru Vankar: In Abu Road taluka of Sirohi 
district. 
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83. li2.hjabi: Throughout the State except Ajmer district, 
Abu Road taluka of Sirohi district and Sunel Tappa of 
Jhalawar district. 

84. 

85. 

8'1., 

88. 

Nang or Hang Garodi: In Sunel Tappa of Jhal£:.war dist:;:·ict& 
1~ang, ~1atang or I·iinim2.dig; 86 Mang-Garudi: In Abu :::~o::d. 
taluka of Sirohi district. 
Megh or I1eghmll: Throughout the State except .Aj:c:e:::
district, Abu Road tcluka of Sirohi district and S~~el 
Tappa of Jhala'\·mr district. 
l·1eghval or I1enghvar: In Abu Road taluka of Sirohi 
district. 

89. I·1eghvml: In Ajmer district and Sunel Tappa of Jhalawar 
district. 

90. ~1ehar; 91 ~1ehtar: Throughout the State except Ajmer 
district, Abu Road taluka of Sirohi district and Sunel 
Tappa of Jhalawar district. 

92. Mukri; 93 Nadia or Hadi: In Abu Road taluka of Sirohi 
district. 

9~. Nat: In Ajmer·district •. 
95. Nat, Kalbelia or Sap era:. In Sunel Tappa of Jhalawar 

district. 
96. Nut: Throughout the State except Ajmer district Road 

taluka of Sirohi district and Sunel Tappa of Jhalawar 
district. 

97. Pnrdhi: In Sunel Tappa of Jhalawar district. 
98'-' Pasi: Throughout the State. 
99;) Rm'!'al: Throughout the State exeept Abu Road taluka of 

Sirohi district and Sunel Tappa of Jhalawar district. 
100. Salvi: Throughout the State except Ajmer district, Abu 

Road, Taluka of Sirohi district and Sunel Tappa of 
Jh~lawar district. · 

101. Sansi: Throughout the State except Abu Road taluka of 
Sirohi district. . 

102. Santia: Throughout the State except Ajmer district, 
Abu Road taJ.uk2. of Sirbhi district and Sunel Tappa of 
Jhalmrar district. 

103.Sarbh~~gi; 104 Saragar: Throughout the State except 
Abu Road tnluka of Sirohi district and Sunel Tappa of 
t.Thnlmrar district. 

105. Satin: In Ajmer district. 
106. Shenva, Chenva, Sedmn or Ravat: In Abu Road taluka of 

Sirohi district. 
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107. Singiuala: Throughout the State except Ajmer district, 
Abu Road taluka of Sirohi district and Sunel T~ppa of 
Jh2.la1-Tar districto 

108. Thori: In Ajmor district.· 
109. Thori or I-rayr..k: Throughout the State except Ajmel" 

district, Abu Road tallli~n of Sirohi district ~nci 
Sunel Tappa of Jhalawar district. 

110. Tirgnr: Throu~hout the State except Abu Road tallli:s 
of Sirohi district and Su...;tel Tc~ppa of Jh~lt.\'fr..r district. 

111. Tirgar or Tirbanda; 112 Turi: Abu Road taluka of 
Sirohi district. 

113, Valmiki: Throughout the Jtate except Ajmer district, 
Abu Road taluka of Sirohi district and Sunel Tappa of 
Jhalawar district, 

114. Zamral: In Sunel Tappa of Jhalawar district. 

Uttar Pradesh· 

1. Agriya; 2 Badhik; 3 Badi; 4 Baheluya;· 5 Baiga; 
6 Baiswar; 7 Bajaniya; 8 Bajgi; 9 Balahar; 10 Balai; 
11 Balmiki; 1 2 Bangali; 1 3 Banmanus ; 14 Bansphor; · 
15 Bo.rwar; 16 Basor; 17 Bm·rariya; 18 Beldar·; 19 Beriya; 
20 Bhantu; 21 Bhuiya; 22 Bhuyiar; 23 Boria; 24 Chamar, 
Dhusia Jhusia or Jatava; 25 Chero; 26.Dabgar; 
27 Dhangar; 28 Dhanuk; 29 Dharkar; 30 Dhobi; 31 Dom; 
32 Damar; 33 Dusadh; 34 Gharami; 35 Ghasiya: 
Throughout the S~~te. 

36. Gond: In Bu..'t'ldelkhand Division and the portion of 
11irzapur district South of Kaimur Range, 

37. Gu2.1; 38 Habura; 39 Hari; 40 Hela; 41 Kalabaz; 
42 Kanjar; 43 Kapariya; 44 Karwal; 45 Khairaha; 
46 Kharw·ar e::cluding Benbansi; 47 Khatik; 48 Khorot; 
49 Kol: . Throughout the State 

50. Kori: Throughout the State excluding Agra, meerut 
and Rohilkhand Divisions. 

51. Kor'""~; 52 Lalbegi; 53 r-lajhl'lar; 54 Mazhabi; 55 llusahar; 
56 Nat; 57 Par~ha;58 Parahiya; 59 Pasi or Tarmali; 
60 Pato.ri; 61 Rawat; 62 Saharya; 63 Sanaurhiya; 
64 Sansiya; 65 Shilpknr; 66 Turniha: Throughout the 
State. 
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\'lest Bengal 

1, Bagdi or Duley; 2 B~elia; 3 Baiti: Throughout the 
State except in the Purulia district and the terri·· 
tories transferred fr9m the Purnea district of 3ihF~4 

4. Bantar: In the Purulia district and the territories 
transferred from the Purne~ district of Bihar. 

5. Bauri: Throughout the State. 
6, Bediya; 7 Beldar: Throughout the State except in the 

Purulia district and the territories transferred from 
the Purnca district of Bihar~ 

8, Bhogta: In the Purtuia district and the territories 
transferred from the Purnea district of,Bihar. 

9. Bhuimali; 10 Bhuiya: Throughout the State except in 
the Purulia district and the territories transfered 
from the Purnea district of Bihar. 

11. Bhumij: In the territories transferred from the Pu.-nea 
district of Bihar. 

12, Bi~d: Throughout the State ·except in the Purulia 
district and the territories transferred.from the 
Purnea district of Bihar. 

1 3. Chamar, Charmakar, Hochi, Muchi, Rabidas, Ruidas or · 
Rishi: Throughout tho State, . 

14. Chaupal; 15 Dabg~r: In the Purulia district and the· 
territories transferred from the Purnea district of 
Bihn1~. · · 

16. Darr.ni (Nepali): Throughout the State except in th·e· ·· 
Purulia district and the territories transferred from 
the Purnea district of Bihar. 

17, Dhoba or Dhabi: Throughout the State. 
18, Doni: Throughout the State except in the Purulia 

district and the territories transferred from the· 
P~ea district of Bihar. · 

19. Dam or Dhangad; 20 Dosadh or D~sadh including Dhari 
or Dhurhi; 21 Ghasi: Throughout the State. 

22. Gonrhi: Throughout the state except in the Purtilia 
district and the territories transferred from the 
Purnea district of Bihar, 

23. H~lalkhor: In the Purulia district and the territories 
transferred from the Purnea district of Bihar. 

24. Hcri: Throughout the State except in the Purulia 
district and the territories transferred from the 
Purnea district of Bihar • 

• 
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25. Ha.ri, Hehtr.r or Bho.ngi: In the Purulia district and 
the territories transferred from the Purnea district 
of Bihar. 

26. 

31. 

J nliu Kai bo.rtta i 27 Jhalo Halo or r1alo; 28 Kadar; 
29 Kami (Nepali) ; 30 Kandra; Throughout the St:J.te e::o8pt 
in the ·Purulia district end the territories transfcred 
from Purnea district of Bihar. 
Kanjnr: In tho Purulia district 2i.l1d the territories 
transferred frcw the Purnea district of Eih~r~ 

32. Kaora: Throughout the State 8::cept in the Purulio. 
district and the territories transferred from the 
Purnea district of Bihar. 

33. Karenga or Kornnga; 34 Kaur; 35 Keot or Keyot; 
36 Khaira; 37 Khatik; 38 Koch; 39 Konai; 40 Kontmr; 
41 Kotal; Throu&~out the State except in the Purulia 
district nnd the territories transferred from the 
Purnea district of Bihar. 

42. Kurariar: In the Purulia district and the territories 
transferred from the Purnea district of Bihar. 

43. L·albegi: Throughout the State. 
44. Lohar; 45 l1ahar; 46 I-1al; 47 r.'Iallah; 48 Mehtor: Through

out the State except in the Purulia district and the 
territories transferred from the Purnea district of 
Bihar. 

49. Musahar: Throughout the State. 
50. U<.:.:oo.cudra: Throughout the State except in the Purulia 

district and the territories transferred from the 
Purnen district of Bihar. 

51. Uat: In the Purulia district 8.Ild the territories 
tro.nsferreC't from the Purnea district of Bih&r. 

52. liu..fliya; 53 Pnliyo.: Throughout the State except in the 
}urJlia district and the territories transferred from 
Purnua district of 3ihnr. 

54. PM or Smmsi: Throughout the State. 
55. l'asi: Throughout the State. 
55. Patni; 57 Pod or Poundra; 58 Rajbanshi: Throughout the 

State except in the Purluia district and the territories 
transferred fro~ the Purnea district of Bihar. 

59. R~jwar: Throughout the State. 
~o. So.r~i {Nepali); 61 Sunri excluding Saha: Throughout the 

~to.to except in the Puruli::. district and the territories 
tr::..~sferred f::on the Purnea district of Bihar. 
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Tiynr: Throughout the State except in the Purulia dis
trict ~nd the territories trensferred from the Purnea 
district of Bihar. 
T~ri: Throughout the State. 

Delhi 

1. Adi-Dharmi; 2 Agrio.; 3 .~.:~.beria; 4 Bnlc.i; 5 Bt.njaro.; 
6 B~waria; 7 3azigar; 8 Ehangi; 9 Bhil; 10 Chamar, 
ChRn1var Chamar, Jatya or Jatav Cha:nar, ~iochi, Rcmdnsir:., 
Ravidusi, Raidasi, Rehgarh or Raigar; 11 Chohra (Sweeper); 
12 Chuhra (Balmiki); 13 Dhanak or Bh~nuk; 14 Dhobi; 
15 Do:c:1; 16 Gharrami; 17 Juluha (Ueaver); 18 Kabirpathi; 
19 Kuchhandha; 20 KMj cr or GiJ.r:lh; 21 Khatik; 22 KoJ.i; . 
23 Lalbegi; 24 Iviadari; 25 Nallah; 26 liazhabi; 27 f1Iegh¥ml; 
28 Huribut; 29 Nat (Rona); 30 Pasi; 31 Perna; 32 Sansi 
or Bhedkut; 33 Sap era; 34 Sikligar; 35 Singii·Tals . or 
Kalbelia; 36 Sirkiband: Throughout the Union Territory. 

Himachal Pradesh 

1. Ad-Dharmi; 2 Badhi or Nagalu; 3 Balmiki Chura or Bhangi; 
4 Bandhela; 5 Bangali; 6 Banj ara; 7 Bansi; 8 Bar.ad; 
9 Barar; 10 Batwal; 11 Bawaria; 12 Bazigar; 13 Bhanjro. 
14 Chamar, Hochi, Ramdasi, Ravidasi or Ramdasia; 
15 Chanal; 16 Chhimbe (Dhobi); 17 Chuhre; 18 Dagi; 
19 Daole; 20 Darai or Duryal; 21 Daule; 22 Dhake or 
Toori; 23 Dhaogri or Dhuai; 24 Doom or Doomna; 25 Dumne 
(Bhanjre); 26 Hali; 27 Hesi; 28 J ogi; 29 Julahe ;' 
30 Kabirpanthi, Julnha or Keer; 31 Kamoh or Dagoli; 
32 Kcroack; 33 Khatik; 34 Koli; 35 Lohar; 36 Mazhabi; 
37 1'1egh; 38 Nat; 39 Od; 40 Pasi; 41 Phrera; 42 Rehar;. 
43 H.ehara; 44 Sanai; 45 Sapela; 46 Sarde,· Sarare or 
Siryare; 47 Sarehde; 48 Sikligar; 49 Sipi; 50 Sirkiband; 
51 Teli; 52 Thathiar or Thrithera; Throughout ·the 
Union Territory. 

~~nn:i:]ur 

1. Bhupir or Dhobi; 2 Lois; 3 guchi or Ravidas; 4 Namasudra; 
5 Patni; 6 Sutradhar; 7 Yaithibi: Throughout the Union 
Territory, 

Tripura 

• • B:.gdi; 2 Bai ti; 3 Bhuimali; 4 Bhunar; 5 Chamar or ~1uchi; 
6 D~nd~si; 7 Dhenuar; 8 Dhoba; 9 Duai; 10 Dum; 11 Ghasi; 
12 Gorang; 13 Gour; 14 Gunar; 15 Gur; 16 Jalia Kaibarta; 
17 Kehnr; 18 Kalindi; 19 Kan; 20 Kanda; 21 Kanugh; 
22 Keot; 23 K.~adit; 24 Kharia; 25 Khemcha; 26 Koch; 
Throughout the Union Territ~ry. 
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27. Koir; 28 Kol; 29 Kora; 30 Kotal; 3t Mnhisyadas; 
32 r1nli; 33 1·1e.htor; 34 Husahar; 35 Namsudrn; 36 Pntni; 
37 Sabar: Throughout the Union Territory. 

Dadra & Nagar Haveli 

1. Bhangi; 2 Chr®t.r; 3 Ms.har; 4 Nahyavanshi 1 Dhed; 
Throughout the Union Territory. 

Hagalund 

1 • Bansphor; 2 Bhuinmo.li or Hali; 3 Bri ttial-Bania or 
Bania; 4 Dhupi or Dhobi; 6 Hira; 7 Julkeot; 5 Dngla or 
Dholi; 8 Jho.lo, Malo or Jhalo-l~alo; 9 Kaibartta or 
Jaliya; 10 Lalbegi; 11 l·1o.ha.ra; 12 Mehtttr or Bhangi; 
13 ~uchi or Rishi; 14 Namasudra; 15 Patni; 16 Sutradhar; 
Throughout the State. 
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